Police abuses

While there are clearly a great many police officers out there who are respectable, patriotic Americans who believe in the Constitution, and are very respectful to the citizens that they are sworn to protect and serve, there are, nevertheless, a frightening number of officers around the country that are the opposite of this.

These officers are obsessed with the power that their badge gives them, and don’t hesitate to abuse it, and they are able, in most cases, to get away with it with complete immunity.

A very frightening trend is being set all across the country, which is causing a great many Americans to become apprehensive about, and downright untrustworthy of, these individuals that are supposed to “protect and serve” the public.

Such abusive officers are becoming, unfortunately, more of a threat to people than common thugs on the street that don’t have a badge.

If this trend doesn’t stop and reverse, America is going to go down the same road as Nazi Germany or Stalinist Russia.

===========================================

Police harassment

One family had their property seized because a neighborhood kid used their backyard as a meeting place to make a drug deal.

A small business was “legally” looted because a phone on the premises was used by an employee to solicit a prostitute.

Another person lost $5,000 (his vacation spending money) because police dogs detected cocaine residue on it at an airport (cocaine residue is commonly found on money, as addicts often roll up bills to use as straws for snorting the drug).

A 6th grader in Florida was arrested for stomping in a mud puddle.  After his teacher told him to stop doing so, the child soon after resumed his stomping.  As a result, the teacher shortly thereafter called the police on him.  They actually showed up at the school, arrested him, and locked him up in a cell with adult thugs for two hours, until the parents could arrive and take the boy home.

A man in California got arrested for barking at a police dog.

A 10-year-old boy got arrested in Florida for bringing a glass of water to Terry Schiavo, who was being starved and dehydrated to death by the state, which didn’t want to keep her alive anymore on life support.

This is outrageous!  Is this law enforcement?  Absolutely not!

===========================================

Entrapment

Another serious crime being committed against U.S. citizens by “law enforcement” today is the practice of “entrapment”--literally creating criminals out of law-abiding citizens.

For example, many police departments across the country have used undercover female police officers to pose as prostitutes and petition passer-bys on the street to employ their services.  Often it happens that these “prostitutes” refuse to take no for an answer, relentlessly pursuing their victims with enticing body language, in order to ensure a catch.  On the occasion that the target person finally gives in to temptation and accepts the offer, several armed police officers suddenly emerge from hiding and arrest their unsuspecting prey.

Aside from the sheer thrill that such power-trip games provide for the unscrupulous law enforcers who play them, there’s a far grander scheme behind these criminal-creating exercises, which the following quotes will reveal:

- Amnesty International, in an October 1998 article called “United States of America--Rights for All,” reported:

“In order to cut costs, states have increasingly contracted out to private firms the management of [prison] facilities....As a result, incarceration has become one of the fastest growing businesses in the U.S.A., generating large profits...”

- CounterPunch reported in January 1997:

“To be profitable, private prison firms must ensure that prisons are not only built but also filled.  Industry experts say a 90 to 95 percent capacity rate is needed to guarantee the hefty rates of return needed to lure investors....The private prison business is most entrenched at the state level but is expanding into the federal prison system as well.”

- In his book Downsize This, Michael Moore wrote:

“Some of the country’s largest and most profitable corporations have quietly begun to use prison labor forces, at wages up to 80% below the national minimum wage.  Among those reportedly contracted to employ prisoners, either directly or through their subsidiaries:  AT&T, Bank of America, Boeing, Chevron, Costco, Dell Computers, Eddie Bauer, IBM, Konica Business Machines, Microsoft, Starbucks, Texas Instruments, TWA, and US West.”

A point of great interest here is the fact that the U.S. has only 5% of the world’s total population, yet it has 25% of the world’s prisoners.

During the 1990s, crime rates around the country dropped by 7 percent, and yet the prison population doubled from 1 million to 2 million.  Now how do you suppose that could be?

===========================================

Police brutality

Amnesty International stated in its report, “United States of America--Rights for All,” October 1998:

“There is a widespread and persistent problem of police brutality across the U.S.A.  Thousands of individual complaints about police abuse are reported each year and local authorities pay out millions of dollars to victims in damages after lawsuits....[I]ndependent inquiries have uncovered systematic abuses in some of the country’s largest city police departments, revealing a serious nationwide problem.”

From Human Rights Watch, “World Report 1999, United States”:

“The violations persisted nationwide, in rural, suburban, and urban areas of the country, committed by various law enforcement personnel including local and state police, sheriff’s departments, and federal agents.  Police have engaged in unjustified shootings, severe beatings, fatal shootings, and unnecessarily rough treatment.”

Police abuse in the United States is a frighteningly common occurrence, although only the major instances ever make it into the national news, like the Rodney King beating.

The typically-offered explanation for this is that the rare “bad apple” syndrome has kicked in again, and that everything will return back to normal once that bad apple has been removed.

But there are far too many and severe instances of this nationwide, and usually racially motivated at that, to write these abuses off as uncommon.  In fact, they are on the rise.

Amnesty International reported in “United States of America--Rights for All,” Oct. 1998:

“Since 1994, the federal government has been legally required [by the Violent Crime and Control Act] to collect national data on police use of excessive force, but Congress has failed to provide the funding necessary for it to do so.”

Human Rights Watch, in its “World Report 1999,” in the Introduction section, revealed:

“[D]espite a four-year-old congressional mandate, the Justice Department still has not taken serious steps to document the scope of police brutality in the United States.”

And it’s obvious why--the government endorses such treatment.  Yea, the government WANTS such treatment, to keep the masses in fear, and thus compliant.

Again we quote from Amnesty International’s report, “United States of America--Rights for All,” Oct. 1998:

“Two official inquiries into policing in Los Angeles found a serious problem of excessive use of force, including beatings and unjustified shootings by patrol officers, perpetrated mainly against members of minority groups....There have been allegations of unwarranted shootings during police stakeouts.  Particular concern has been raised about the activities of the LAPD’s Special Investigative Squad (SIS), an elite surveillance squad.  According the media reports, the city of Los Angeles has paid $1.9 million in damages arising from SIS actions....Hog-tying was banned within the LAPD only in August 1997, despite dozens of deaths in LAPD custody since the mid-1980s of suspects who were hog-tied.”

Again from Human Rights Watch, in its “World Report 1999,” we read:

“Weak civilian review, flawed internal investigations, and rare criminal prosecutions by federal or local prosecutors virtually guarantee that officers who engage in brutality would avoid punishment of any kind.”

Again we cite Amnesty International, in its “United States of America--Rights for All,” October 1998:

“Brutality following challenges to police authority (widely known as “contempt of cop”) has been widely documented....
“Allegations of systematic torture in one police station over a 20-year period came to light in 1989, involving at least 65 suspects who reported torture including electric shocks and having plastic bags placed over their heads....There have been numerous deaths in police custody following restraint procedures known to be dangerous.  Suspects have died after being placed face-down in restraints, usually while ‘hog-tied’ (where a suspect’s ankles are bound from behind to the wrists), or after pressure has been applied to the neck or chest....Since the early 1990s, more than 60 people in the USA are reported to have died in police custody after being exposed to OC (pepper) spray.”

Today, of course, they use tasers.

===========================================

The Taser

The taser is used today without discrimination, both on the very young and the very old, male and female alike.  And they are often used when it is absolutely unnecessary.

There have even been hundreds of deaths that resulted from taser use.  Tasers have also caused heart attacks, as well as inflicting other bodily harm.

And all the while, these deaths and injuries have been minimized and outright covered up, both by the police and, especially, the taser manufacturers.

On Nov. 22, 2007, the National Post reported:

“Amid all the litigation involving Taser International‑‑100 claims against the company alleging wrongful death or injury and lawsuits launched by the company against coroners, claiming their popular stun gun was wrongly named as a cause of death‑‑lies a case with distinction:  startling allegations by a former company employee.
“Pam Schreiner, who worked for the Arizona‑based maker of the electric‑shock weapons in 2004, says she was threatened and intimidated, including her home being shot at, after she saw company officials intentionally shredding Taser injury reports during a legal proceeding, according to court documents.
“‘Since leaving Taser International, I have lived in fear of what Taser International will do to me.  The company has enormous resources and connections through law enforcement,’  Ms. Schreiner says in an affidavit sworn this summer and filed in a court in Georgia.
“‘I have been verbally threatened by people hired by Taser to harass and intimidate me. I was told by the two Chandler [Arizona] police officers that they had conducted surveillance of my residence, followed me around and gone through my garbage,’ her affidavit says.
“‘I was confronted at the grocery store by someone I had never met and told that it would not be a good idea for me to be testifying against Taser.  In the summer of 2005, shortly before giving my deposition in [a previous case against Taser], a window was shot out of my residence.’”

Of course, there are other, high tech weapons employed by the police today, that are even more scary, such as:

 Pepper ball rifles.  This acts like pepper spray, except that it shoots a powder.
 Goo Gun, which shoots a rubbery, gelatinous mass that renders movement impossible (this is human fly paper!).  Hum-Vees can’t even drive away if on a patch of this stuff.  All they can do is sit there with their tires spinning.  Just imagine if this stuff gets on your face--it will suffocate you!
 Sonic ray gun.  A device that emits an ear-piercing sound.
 Microwave beam weapon.  It creates the sensation that the body is on fire, causing the victim to drop to the ground in a helpless state.  It can cause blindness to those wearing glasses and third degree burns for those who have change or keys in their pockets.

And these are only a few such examples of the fun toys that police departments across the country are now equipped with--all for the purpose of keeping you safe, of course.

===========================

Militarizing the police

The National Criminal Justice Commission reported in 1996:

“Many Cold War military suppliers are converting to civilian law enforcement.  The Department of Justice, the CIA and the Pentagon are quietly taking an active and coordinated role in marketing defense-related technologies to law enforcement agencies.”

The May 31, 1999 edition of The Nation reported:

“Throughout the nation, paramilitary, SWAT or tactical policing--that is, law enforcement that uses the equipment, training, rhetoric and group tactics of war--is on the rise.  According to a study by sociologist Peter Kraska, the nation has more than 30,000 such heavily-armed, militarily trained police units....Between 1995 and 1997 the DOD (U.S. Department of Defense) gave local police departments more than 3,800 M-16 automatic assault rifles, 2,185 M-14 semiautomatic rifles, 73 M-79 grenade launchers and 112 armored personnel carriers--1.2 million pieces of military hardware in 1997 alone.”

On October 17, 2002, in Eugene, Oregon, approximately fifty law enforcement officers (from the Oregon State Police, Eugene and Springfield Police Departments, Portland Police Bureau, Oregon National Guard, the Lane County Sheriff, etc.) swarmed a residential neighborhood, armed with automatic assault rifles and accompanied by a National Guard military Light Armored Vehicle, which looked like an army tank.  The purpose of this raid was to supposedly bust up a marijuana-growing operation, but no evidence of such an operation was ever found in the three homes that were raided (what a familiar pattern).

The whole densely-populated neighborhood was awakened that morning by “flash bang” grenades being hurled into the back yards of the three target homes.  Without knocking, masked and armored SWAT police smashed in the doors of the three residences.  They forced the occupants from their beds and would not allow them to get dressed.  Even though no evidence was found after ransacking these homes for hours, in a pathetic attempt to justify this outrageous invasion, several individuals were arrested anyway, thereby exposing them to the possibility of having their homes forfeited under Oregon drug laws.  The victims were later released without any charges (after all, what could they have been charged with?), but were left with deep emotional scars and severe damage to their properties.

One neighbor--a schoolteacher--who was trying to get to her car to leave for work that morning, called out to an officer standing nearby, to ask if it was permissible for her to leave.  The only reply she got was, “I haven’t shot anyone in two weeks.”

This should help you to understand the kind of mentality that many in “law enforcement” have in this country today.  Welcome to the new American Tyranny!

And who ultimately lies behind all of this militarizing of our police?

Press TV reported on August 11, 2008:

“A military analyst says police departments in the United States are being trained by Israeli groups aiming to sink the country into total militarization and dictatorship, Press TV reports.
    “’Slowly, every police department in the United States, at the behest of the Department of Homeland Security [DHS], is being trained by Israeli groups.  As part of this training, there is an increased move to use of military uniforms, armored vehicles, heavy weapons, illegal surveillance, lying to the people, press and courts and systematic interference in the electoral system,’ Gordon Duff wrote in an article on Press TV’s website.
    “He went on to say that, the process of ‘Israelization’ of police in the US includes several policies which ‘the new Israeli trained American police are tasked with stopping opposition to.’
    “‘Total militarization of police, military tactics, utter disrespect for civil law, the constitution, civil liberties, freedom of speech and the unbridled growth of centralized power under unlimited corruption;  government by money and organized crime.  Systematic suppression of dissent...,’ Duff noted.
    “The analyst added that the US has a reputation for corrupt police organizations with many senior American officers imprisoned every year.
    “Duff further explained that, ‘Every major American city and most smaller departments, and there are thousands, are being “retrained,” not to fight corruption but being armed for civil war, trained to work directly with military personnel to police America in accordance with unpublished policies…’
    “He also stated that all the terrorist acts that happen in the US involve the American law enforcement, which ‘recruit terrorists or carefully remove key suspects.’
    “‘What careful analysis indicates is that the groups that are training our police are, if not exactly the same, are closely related to groups suspected of being terrorists themselves, providing support for terrorists in Africa and the Middle East,’ Duff concluded.”

So there you have it!

And all the while that police are militarizing across the country, they are working to take our guns.

Police departments actually run gun drives, asking citizens to hand in all their “unregistered” weapons.

============================

General corruption

So many illegal misdeeds are committed by numerous police officers today, that it is becoming increasingly clear that they are in fact the biggest violators of the law, and thus should not have a badge.  As a matter of fact, many police use their badges today as a cover for their law-breaking activities.

Let’s look at some of the more well-known examples of police corruption and illegal activities.

 Handing out speeding and parking tickets just to meet a quota.
 Lying in court to cover themselves, their partners, or their department.
 Falsifying and planting evidence, and framing innocent people for a crime.
 Wearing ski masks and not wearing a badge so as to conceal their identity.
 Denying a person the right to record a conversation with them when pulled over.
 Gun drives that encourage citizens to hand in their “unregistered weapons,” leaving themselves defenseless against criminals--the ones both with and without badges.
 Fleeing dangerous areas to leave the public to fend for themselves, such as what was done during the 1992 L.A. riots.  And yet, they want u to hand in your unregistered weapons and trust them to protect you!
 False arrests, where a person is held in custody without probable cause or without an order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction.
 Indiscriminate house to house raids / searches and seizures.
 Use of intimidation and fear tactics.
 Political repression--the unfair treatment of certain individuals, such as war protesters, simply because of their political stance.
 Failure to protect citizens against the abuses of Federal authorities, such as what happened with Randy Weaver, Waco, and similar incidents.  Far from protecting such people, local police usually join in with the Feds, assisting them in their criminal activities.
 Provocations.
 Brutality, which we already touched upon.
 Seizure of personal property for their own personal use (looting).  This is frequently done during a house raid, or when a keg of beer is seized from a partying band of teenagers.  The police take the keg and use it for their own partying activities.  Some do the same thing with seizures of marijuana.
 Taking advantage of women, especially if drunk.  This often results in rape, especially during a strip search.  Males aren’t supposed to be present when a female is being bodily searched, but frequently this policy is violated.
 Taunting, especially of minorities.
 Dealing narcotics.
 Brutal beatings.
 Surveillance abuses.
 False accusations, simply because an officer doesn’t like a person.
 Random checkpoints with mandatory DNA blood tests.
 General lack of respect for, and courtesy toward, average, law-abiding citizens.

=========================================

Beat them at their own game

Try this, if you’re pulled over for speeding:

Hold out a hand-held recorder for the officer to see.  Don’t ask his permission to record.  You are in your car and have sovereignty on your own property.  Simply inform him that you are recording the conversation for your protection.

Then ask him if he is pulling you over for speeding.  When he says yes, ask him to cite for you what section of your state’s law code that you are in violation of.  He will tell you to have a nice day and will go on his merry little way.  This is especially effective if you inform him that he must answer you at the point of perjury.

---------------------------------

It’s clear that a great many police officers have forgotten what their job is supposed to be, and where their loyalties are supposed to lie.

With this kind of situation in place, we are all in very grave danger.

When police officers have no sense of loyalty to principles, or even to the law itself, there is no safe place to hide, and we are in sure danger of winding up like Nazi Germany.

But then again, if the average citizen isn’t educated about the law and the constitution, how can we expect the police to be.  The police themselves come from mainstream society.  The only way they are going to understand and uphold the Constitution and treat people with respect, is if they are taught proper modes of behavior from an early age.

In order to reform police behavior, then, we must reform the behavior of society itself.

Only then can we return to a condition where we will be treated by police as innocent until proven guilty, instead of guilty unless proven innocent.


