
Pythagoras’ secret society 
 

Pythagoras of Samos lived from 570 to 495 BC. 

 

He was an Ionian Greek philosopher, mathematician, and founder of the religious movement 

/ secret society called the Pythagorean Brotherhood. 

 

Most of the information about Pythagoras was written down centuries after he lived, so very 

little reliable information is known about him. 

 

Nevertheless, what little is known is quite revealing. 

 

So let’s have a look. 

 

=========================== 

 

Background 
 

The most reliable ancient sources on Pythagoras, who lived centuries after his time, are as 

follows: 

 

- Diogenes, in his Lives of the Philosophers, circa 200 AD, referenced the lost work 

Successions of Philosophers, by Alexander Polyhistor (circa 50 BC), which made reference 

to Pythagoras. 

 

- Iamblichus, 245-325 AD, was an important Neoplatonist philosopher who is perhaps best 

known for his compendium on Pythagorean philosophy. 

 

- Porphyry, in about 270 AD, wrote the work Life of Pythagoras. 

 

Anyway, according primarily to the sources just cited, Pythagoras was born on the island of 

Samos, and is said to have traveled widely in his youth, visiting Egypt and other places, 

seeking after knowledge. 

 

Around 530 BC, he moved to Croton, in Magna Graecia, and there set up his religious sect, 

or secret society. 

 

Among the religious ideas he is said to have embraced was the teaching of reincarnation. 

 

In fact, he allegedly claimed that, in one of his previous lives, he was a beautiful courtesan. 

 

Anyway, he’s perhaps best known for his Pythagorean Theorem--a theorem in geometry 



which states that, in a right angled triangle, the area of the square on the hypotenuse (the 

side opposite the right angle) is equal to the sum of the areas of the squares of the other two 

sides, that is, A squared plus B squared equals C squared. 

 

But the truth is, this formula was known long before the time of Pythagoras, and was used 

both in Babylon and India. 

 

Furthermore, most scholars now agree that Pythagoras probably never dealt in mathematics 

at all—that this concept is a mere legend that was created around him. 

 

The only real “accomplishment” he appears to have made was to found his “secret society.” 

 

================================= 

 

The Pythagorean Brotherhood 

 

The secret society founded by Pythagoras compelled its members to hold its teachings in 

absolute secrecy. 

 

Sound familiar? 

 

Pythagoras held his members in awe, professing to be endowed with the gift of prophecy 

and convincing them that he had magical, mystical powers. 

 

Anyway, it was in 530 BC that he founded this society, after moving to Croton, in Italy 

(Magna Graecia). 

 

One account says that the Pythagoreans gave up everything they had to their new “family,” 

moving into a compound and adopting a monastic-type lifestyle. 

 

Pythagoras surrounded himself with a few close and trusted high-level members through 

whom he taught the lower level members that comprised the bulk of his society, whom he 

never dealt with directly. 

 

In other words, it was a secret society within a secret society. 

 

Sound familiar? 

 

Anyway, Pythagoras supposedly taught his followers philosophy, science and religion. 

 

He also taught that certain symbols had a mystical significance. 

 

Again, sound familiar? 



 

And here’s something else quite familiar sounding:  Pythagoras required his followers to 

swear an oath of secrecy, and to render strict obedience and loyalty to their fraternity. 

 

Pythagoras and his Order also dabbled heavily in politics. 

 

So much so, in fact, that his political rivals saw him as a serious threat, and thus attacked 

him and his followers while they were having a private meeting. 

 

The building they met in was set on fire, and many of the assembled members were killed. 

 

Only Pythagoras and a select few of his young and more robust followers escaped with their 

lives and fled the area (some accounts say that Pythagoras died in this fire, so who knows). 

 

Anyway, after this incident, Pythagoras’ secret society was everywhere suppressed, and had 

to go underground. 

 

This sounds so much like what happened with Weishaupt’s Bavarian Illuminati, once the lid 

was blown off its plans for world domination. 

 

Anyway, obviously, for such a backlash to have arisen against the Pythagoreans, they must 

have been involved in some serious political subterfuge. 

 

In fact, this appears to be, like today’s secret societies, the real purpose behind the 

Pythagorean Brotherhood--political infiltration and control, and on a widespread scale, as 

pockets of Pythagoreanism began popping up everywhere. 

 

So, since the Pythagorean Brotherhood shares so much in common with modern 

Judeo-Freemasonry and other Jewish supremacist-created secret societies, we must ask:  

Was Pythagoras and his secret society inspired by the Jewish supremacists of his day? 

 

Was Pythagoreanism a front for an ancient attempt at a Jew World Order? 

 

================================ 

 

The real source of Pythagorean thought 

 

In 535 BC, Pythagoras went to Egypt, a few years after the tyrant Polycrates seized control 

of the city of Samos. 

 

Polycrates established an alliance with Egypt, and links between Samos and Egypt at this 

time were strong. 

 



Ten years later, in 525 BC, Cambyses II, king of Persia, invaded Egypt, and Polycrates 

betrayed his alliance with Egypt to send forty shipt to join the Persian fleet. 

 

After Cambyses won the Battle of Pelusium in the Nile Delta and captured Heliopolis and 

Memphis, Egyptian resistance collapsed. 

 

In the ensuring chaos, Pythagoras was taken prisoner and deported to Babylon. 

 

Iamblichus wrote that Pythagoras: 

 

“…was transported by the followers of Cambyses as a prisoner of war.  While he was there 

[in Babylon], he gladly associated with the Magoi…and was instructed in their sacred rites 

and learned about a very mystical worship of the gods.  He also reached the acme of 

perfection in arithmetic and music and other mathematical science taught by the 

Babylonians.” 

 

This time period, of course, was smack dab in the middle of the Israelite captivity in 

Babylon. 

 

And, as it turns out, the Talmud states that Pythagoras, at this time, became a student of the 

prophet Ezekiel. 

 

Furthermore, Clement of Alexandria, in his Stromateis, wrote: 

 

“In his ‘De Pythagoricis Symbolis,’ Alexander Polyhistor claims that Pythagoras was a 

student of Nazarate.” 

 

Could this “Nazarate” (or Nazarite) have been Ezekiel? 

 

Interestingly, notice what we read from the 1843 book Kabbalah by Adolph Franck: 

 

“It is in Nazara that the ancient Nazoria or Nazireates held their Mysteries of Life or 

Assemblies…which were but the secret mysteries of initiation….The oldest 

Nazarenes…were the descendants of the Scripture’s Nazars…whose last prominent leader 

was John the Baptist.” 

 

Interestingly, Diogenes wrote that the Pythagoreans practiced constant baptismal 

purification ceremonies to renew and maintain their sanctity. 

 

Now where do you suppose they got this idea from? 

 

------------------------------ 

 



So there you have it. 

 

Is it not clear that Pythagoras was trained by Jewish supremacists, and that his “secret 

society” was indeed nothing more than a front for an early Jewish supremacist attempt at 

world domination? 


