The degradation of women in the Bible

From a September 11, 2008, article called “Divorce Rates Among Christian Groups,” carried by the divorce-lawyer-source.com website, we read:

“The often-quoted slogan, ‘The family that prays together, stays together,’ is not necessarily true, according to the Barna Research Group of Ventura, California. A recent study by the organization throws doubt on claims that the divorce rate among Christians is substantially lower than other groups.
    “The Barna study found that divorce rates among conservative Christians were significantly higher than for other faith groups, and much higher than for atheists and agnostics.
    “‘While it may be alarming to discover than born-again Christians are more likely than others to experience a divorce, that pattern has been in place for quite some time,’ said George Barna, founder of Barna Research Group.  ‘Even more disturbing, perhaps, is that when those individuals experience a divorce, many of them feel their community of faith provides rejection rather than support and healing.’
    “Barna said the research also raises questions on the effectiveness of how churches minister to families.  ‘The ultimate responsibility for a marriage belongs to the husband and wife,’ said Barna, ‘but the high incidence of divorce within the Christian community challenges the idea that churches provide truly practical and life-changing support for marriages.’”

Why is this?

A great deal of it must certainly be due to a legalistic adherence to the bible’s instilling of the concept of male dominance in the home, and a demand placed on wives to submit to that authority.

This message is found all throughout the bible, beginning in the book of Genesis.

For example, after the “fall” in the Garden of Eden, “god” is depicted as saying to Eve, the “first sinner”:

“I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” - Genesis 3:16.

Here “god” curses the woman, laying primarily on her the responsibility for the entrance of sin and evil into the world, and appointing the man to rule over her.

It cannot be denied that because of passages like this, many men throughout the centuries have degraded, resented, and mistreated women.

I’m certainly not advocating feminism either, but it cannot be denied that passages like this have indeed created resentment against women, and have degraded them.

And this problem still persists.

The whole idea of the woman being created from a man’s rib characterizes women as owing their existence to men, and thus being substandard.

Paul made this very point in I Corinthians 11:8, 9, where he wrote:

“For the man is not of the woman: but the woman of the man.  Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.”

It’s interesting that no bible believer has ever stopped to ask the question, If the female human came from the male human, then where did females of other species come from?

Were female frogs, for example, taken from a male frog’s rib?

What utter nonsense!

Anyway, echoing the message in Genesis of the man being appointed to rule over the woman, Paul wrote:

“But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.” - 1 Corinthians 11:3.

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.” - Ephesians 5:22-24.

“That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.” - Titus 2:4, 5.

“Now for the matters you wrote about:  It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.  But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband….Now to the unmarried and the widows I say:  It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I do.  But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion….Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for a man to remain as he is.  Are you pledged to a woman?  Do not seek to be released.  Are you free from such a commitment?  Do not look for a wife.  But if you do marry, you have not sinned;  and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned.  But those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.” - I Corinthians 7:1,2, 8, 9, 26-28.

Paul even went further than this, to the point of completely degrading women, such that their opinion was of no value as compared to the opinion of their husbands, which they were to unquestioningly follow, particularly in regards to discussions in a church.

He wrote:

“Let your women keep silence in the churches:  for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home:  for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.” - 1 Corinthians 14:34, 35.

“Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.  For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.  Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” - 1 Timothy 2:11-15.

In Ephesians 5:33, Paul further wrote:

“Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”

Reverence?

Is the wife to view her husband as a god, according to Paul?

Apparently so.

For notice what else he went on to say, in Colossians 3:18:

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.”

Peter also got into the act.

He wrote:

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands…For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God…[were] in subjection unto their own husbands:  Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well…” - 1 Peter 3:1, 5, 6.

Even Jesus himself seemed to have little regard for women, including his own mother.

In John 2:4, he told Mary:

“Woman, what have I to do with thee?  My hour is not yet come.”

Once again, all of this animosity toward women in the New Testament stems from the Old Testament.

What are we to make of the following passage, for example, which calls for the killing of women who are not virgins on their wedding night:

“But if this charge is true (that she wasn’t a virgin on her wedding night), and evidence of the girl’s virginity is not found, they shall bring the girl to the entrance of her father’s house and there her townsman shall stone her to death, because she committed a crime against Israel by her unchasteness in her father’s house.  Thus shall you purge the evil from your midst.” - Deuteronomy  22:20, 21.

Why is there no mention of a man being killed for not being a virgin on his wedding night?

Notice, in the following passage, how a man’s wife is included in a list of property, as though a woman is just another commodity:

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” - Exodus 20:17.

To further show how women were viewed as property or merchandise to be exploited, notice the following passage (Judges 21:10-24):

“So they sent twelve thousand warriors to Jabesh-gilead with orders to kill everyone there, including women and children.  This is what you are to do, they said.  Completely destroy all the males and every woman who is not a virgin.  Among the residents of Jabesh-gilead they found four hundred young virgins who had never slept with a man, and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh in the land of Canaan.  The Israelite assembly sent a peace delegation to the little remnant of Benjamin who were living at the rock of Rimmon.  Then the men of Benjamin returned to their homes, and the four hundred women of Jabesh-gilead who were spared were given to them as wives.  But there were not enough women for all of them.  The people felt sorry for Benjamin because the Lord had left this gap in the tribes of Israel.  So the Israelite leaders asked, How can we find wives for the few who remain, since all the women of the tribe of Benjamin are dead?  There must be heirs for the survivors so that an entire tribe of Israel will not be lost forever.  But we cannot give them our own daughters in marriage because we have sworn with a solemn oath that anyone who does this will fall under God's curse.  Then they thought of the annual festival of the Lord held in Shiloh, between Lebonah and Bethel, along the east side of the road that goes from Bethel to Shechem.  They told the men of Benjamin who still needed wives, Go and hide in the vineyards.  When the women of Shiloh come out for their dances, rush out from the vineyards, and each of you can take one of them home to be your wife!  And when their fathers and brothers come to us in protest, we will tell them, Please be understanding.  Let them have your daughters, for we didn't find enough wives for them when we destroyed Jabesh-gilead.  And you are not guilty of breaking the vow since you did not give your daughters in marriage to them.  So the men of Benjamin did as they were told.  They kidnapped the women who took part in the celebration and carried them off to the land of their own inheritance.  Then they rebuilt their towns and lived in them.  So the assembly of Israel departed by tribes and families, and they returned to their own homes.”

Obviously these women were repeatedly raped.  These sick bastards killed and raped an entire town and then wanted more virgins, so they hid beside the road to kidnap and rape some more.  How can anyone see this as anything but evil?

So that you don’t think this was an isolated incident, look what was done to the Midianites, as recorded in Numbers 31:7, 18:

“They attacked Midian just as the Lord had commanded Moses, and they killed all the men.  All five of the Midianite kings--Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba--died in the battle.  They also killed Balaam son of Beor with the sword.  Then the Israelite army captured the Midianite women and children and seized their cattle and flocks and all their wealth as plunder.  They burned all the towns and villages where the Midianites had lived.  After they had gathered the plunder and captives, both people and animals, they brought them all to Moses and Eleazar the priest, and to the whole community of Israel, which was camped on the plains of Moab beside the Jordan River, across from Jericho.  Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the people went to meet them outside the camp.  But Moses was furious with all the military commanders who had returned from the battle.  Why have you let all the women live?  he demanded.  These are the very ones who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the people of Israel to rebel against the Lord at Mount Peor.  They are the ones who caused the plague to strike the Lord’s people.  Now kill all the boys and all the women who have slept with a man.  Only the young girls who are virgins may live;  you may keep them for yourselves.”

We further read in Deuteronomy 20:10-14:

“As you approach a town to attack it, first offer its people terms for peace.  If they accept your terms and open the gates to you, then all the people inside will serve you in forced labor.  But if they refuse to make peace and prepare to fight, you must attack the town.  When the Lord your God hands it over to you, kill every man in the town.  But you may keep for yourselves all the women, children, livestock, and other plunder.  You may enjoy the spoils of your enemies that the Lord your God has given you.”

But it gets even worse.

Look at this gem, from Deuteronomy 22:28, 29:

“If a man is caught in the act of raping a young woman who is not engaged, he must pay fifty pieces of silver to her father.  Then he must marry the young woman because he violated her, and he will never be allowed to divorce her.”

What?

So a female rape victim had to marry her attacker, and could never divorce him?

What the hell is this?

And notice how the sex offending male just had to pay a fine, whereas a woman not found to be a virgin on her wedding night was to be stoned to death!!!

And these orders came from the “loving” god of the bible!!!

In Deuteronomy 22:23, 24, we see that the female rape victim is every bit as much a criminal as the male rapist:

“If within the city a man comes upon a maiden who is betrothed, and has relations with her, you shall bring them both out of the gate of the city and there stone them to death:  the girl because she did not cry out for help though she was in the city, and the man because he violated his neighbors wife.”

Continuing on in this same spirit, Deuteronomy 21:10-14 says:

“When you go out to war against your enemies and the Lord, your God, delivers them into your hand, so that you take captives, if you see a comely woman among the captives and become so enamored of her that you wish to have her as wife, you may take her home to your house.  But before she may live there, she must shave her head and pare her nails and lay aside her captive’s garb.  After she has mourned her father and mother for a full month, you may have relations with her, and you shall be her husband and she shall be your wife.  However, if later on you lose your liking for her, you shall give her her freedom, if she wishes it; but you shall not sell her or enslave her, since she was married to you under compulsion.”

In Judges 5:30, we further read:

“They must be dividing the spoils they took: there must be a damsel or two for each man, Spoils of dyed cloth as Sisera’s spoil, an ornate shawl or two for me in the spoil.”

It just gets worse and worse.

Check this one out:

“When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she will not be freed at the end of six years as the men are.  If she does not please the man who bought her, he may allow her to be bought back again.  But he is not allowed to sell her to foreigners, since he is the one who broke the contract with her.  And if the slave girl’s owner arranges for her to marry his son, he may no longer treat her as a slave girl, but he must treat her as his daughter.  If he himself marries her and then takes another wife, he may not reduce her food or clothing or fail to sleep with her as his wife.  If he fails in any of these three ways, she may leave as a free woman without making any payment.” - Exodus 21:7-11.

In Nahum 3:5, 6, “god” said this about prostitutes:

“I am against you…I will lift your skirts over your face.  I will show the nations your nakedness and the kingdoms your shame.  I will pelt you with filth [excrement], I will treat you with contempt and make you a spectacle.”

Numbers 5:12-31 tells us that if a man suspects his wife has committed adultery, she is to be tested by making her drink water mixed with dirt, and if she gets sick, she is guilty.

This is like the medieval test to determine who was a witch:  a woman was thrown into the water, if she floated, she was a witch, and if she sank, she wasn’t.

If she happened to drown in the process, well, at least they will know the dead woman was innocent!

Is the bible any improvement over ridiculous superstitious practices like this from the Dark Ages?

Here’s another gem:

Deuteronomy 25:11, 12 tells us that a wife who grabs her husband’s attacker by his private parts must have her hand cut off without showing her any pity.

It mattered not that she was only trying to rescue her husband.

This is like the story of Uzza being zapped to death by god, simply for touching the Ark of the Covenant, trying to prevent it from hitting the ground when it fell.

Such a wonderful, loving god!

Let’s look at one last biblical passage that degrades women, just to show, once again, how pervasive this theme is in this “holy book.”

This next passage has “god” speaking, saying:

“Lo, a day shall come for the Lord when the spoils shall be divided in your midst.  And I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem for battle: the city shall be taken, houses plundered, women ravished;  half of the city shall go into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be removed from the city.” - Zechariah 14:1, 2.

----------------------

Many people who have studied the evils of Judaism have no trouble seeing that the Talmud degrades women.

For example, Menahoth 43b‑44a says that a Jewish man is obligated to say the following prayer every day:

“Thank you God for not making me a gentile, a woman, or a slave.”

What many fail to recognize, however, is that the degrading of women within Judaism did not originate with the Talmud.

Instead, it originated with the bible.

And this degradation of women in the bible is found both in the New as well as the Old Testament.

This ideology is evil, and it has shaped the thinking of men toward women in Western society for a very long time, and it still continues to do so.

This is one of the reasons why there are so many extremist feminists and women’s libbers.

Though those movements are phony, Jewish supremacist creations, are the women who belong to them not somewhat justified in their anger?

And can you not see that the bible is the source of this problem?

Consider this slop from Leviticus 27:1-7:

“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them:  “If anyone makes a special vow to dedicate a person to the Lord by giving the equivalent value, set the value of a male between the ages of twenty and sixty at fifty shekels of silver, according to the sanctuary shekel;  for a female, set her value at thirty shekels;  for a person between the ages of five and twenty, set the value of a male at twenty shekels and of a female at ten shekels;  for a person between one month and five years, set the value of a male at five shekels of silver and that of a female at three shekels of silver;  for a person sixty years old or more, set the value of a male at fifteen shekels and of a female at ten shekels.”

So women, according to the bible, are of much less value than men.

Praise the lord!

-----------------------

“Every women should be filled with shame by the thought that she is a women.” - St. Clement of Alexandria, 2nd Century.

“These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure.  They follow the Lamb wherever he goes.  They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.” - Revelation 14:4.

No wonder we find statements like this, from the famous medieval book The Hammer of the Witches:

“Because the female sex is more concerned with things of the flesh than men;  because being formed from a man’s rib, they are only imperfect animals and crooked whereas man belongs to a privileged sex from whose midst Christ emerged.”

Incredible!

------------------------

In the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas, we read:

“Simon Peter said to them, ‘Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of life.’  Jesus said, ‘I myself shall lead her in order to make her male, so that she too may become a living spirit resembling you males.  For every woman who will make herself male will enter the kingdom of heaven.’”

Christian apologists will argue that this isn’t an inspired book.

But where do you suppose this book got such an idea from in the first place?


