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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE   —-   October  2019 
Cindy Cagle 

I would like to thank everyone who came and supported our clubs auction for the month of Sep-
tember.  As you know, these auctions present a uniquye way for our club to garner extra funds (5% 
Sellers Hammer) which funds are then available to assist this Society by enhancing our ability to 
accomplish our goals, fund our Christmas party, help with our Summer picnic, provide opportuni-
ties which otherwise may not be present for the club to encourage growth, and so much more.  It 
may not be the bog boy on the block, that is reserved for our yearly Coin Show which we sponsor, 
and which provides so much of the needs of the club, but it does augment our funds and provides a 
secondary form of revenue to aid us in our needs.  I would personally like to thank all those who 
came an participated in this auction, both buyers and sellers.  For our October meeting we will be 
having Todd Monson with the Nuts Club come speak to us about his big find.   
 
Our October meeting will be on the 8th of October 
 
See you all there! 
 
Cindy Cagle 

Contents & Agenda For October 
Greetings  -  Cindy Cagle     Deseret Currency  4-7 

Mini Exhibit  -  Casey Lackfordpeer     Sommer Islands  9-11 

News & Views  -  TBA      Antique Ad   13-14 

Coin Quiz  -  Kelly Finnegan      Circulation Finds  15-20 

Refreshments  -  Sherry Gunderson & Jan Reninger   Editors Message  23    
        Book Review   25 

        Young Numismatists  29 

UTAH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY  2019  SCHEDULE OF  

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

  

October  -  Speaker— Todd Monson 

November  -  Speaker TBA 

December  -  Christmas Dinner 
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DESERET CURRECY 

 X 

 

  

THE STATE OF DESERET�
The state of ‘Deseret’ was formed provisionally in 1849.  Brigham Young was the Governor, 
Willard Richards as Secretary of State, Heber C. Kimball as Chief Justice, Newel K. Whit-
ney and John Taylor as Associate Justices, and Daniel H. Wells as Attorney General.  It also 
organized counties, granted rights to natural resources, regulated trade and commerce, and 
established the Nauvoo Legion (in Utah) as an official militia.  This remained in place until 
September of 1850 when the U.S. Government established the Territory of Utah. 

 

The ‘State of Deseret’ was formed about two years after the arrival of the Saints.  It was 
thought necessary by the Church leaders 
to form a political organization similar to 
the California and Oregon territories.  The 
General Council of the Church drafted a 
constitution which was accepted on 
March 10, 1849 creating the ‘State of 
Deseret.’  As stated, elected officials were 
Brigham Young as Governor, Willard 
Richards as Secretary of State, Newel K. 
Whitney as Treasurer, Heber C. Kimball 
as Chief Justice, John Taylor and Newel 
K. Whitney as Associate Justices and 
Daniel H. Wells as Attorney General.   

 

The ‘State of Deseret’ covered a huge ar-
ea from the Sierra Nevada mountains on 
the west to the Rocky Mountains on the 
east, encompassing what is now the 

boundaries of several western states.   

 

The ‘State of Deseret’ ended when Congress passed the Compromise of 1850 which created 
the State of California and Territories of Utah and New Mexico.  The council was dissolved 
on April 5, 1851, however the name and certain activities remained in effect for years to 
come. 

 

 

�
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DESERET CURRENCY ASSOCIATION 

�

Currency was issued by the Deseret Currency Association. The Deseret Currency Association 
was organized in January, 1858.  Its primary purpose was to relieve the lack of circulating 
currency in Deseret, and to fund the defense against the U.S. Army (which was en-route to 
Utah).  Brigham Young was sure that the army’s intentions were to conquer the Saints, simi-
lar to what occurred in Nauvoo, Illinois.  In reality, the army had three objectives: 1) to re-
move Brigham Young as Governor; 2) to stop the practice of polygamy; and, 3) to end the 

Mormon Church’s dominance over the 
economic and political affairs of the 
territory.  These were serious problems 
between the Mormons and the U.S. 
government, and there was even the 
possibility of war. Capital was desper-
ately needed at this time.  When the 
association printed and issued curren-
cy, it was backed by livestock, since 
there was not sufficient gold to back 
the currency.  This was unique, as the 
normal practice was to back scrip with 

real estate.  Land titles were not recognized by the U.S. in Utah Territory until 1869. The 
original currency was typeset, and modern forgeries exist.   The original typeset currency 
was issued in denominations of $1, $2, $3, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100.  These were signed by 
Brigham Young and Hiram B. Clawson.  There are known examples of the $1, $2, & $3 type-
set denominations, but of the larger denominations, no genuine specimens have been con-
firmed to exist.   Later, engraved examples were issued in the denominations of $1, $2, $3, 
and $5.  These were exchanged at par with the earlier typeset notes.  The engraved examples 
were printed using copper plates. They were first issued on October 1, 1858 with a total face 
value of $16,512 (which includes all denominations).  Deseret currency circulated between 
1858 and 1862, although it was called in for redemption in late 1858.  

 

In 1858 the Deseret Currency 
Association produced $95,170 
in both typeset and engraved 
currency.  $83,548 was placed 
into circulation.  It was gener-
ally accepted, but only in the 
territory which was stated on 
the currency itself.  There 
were two primary means of 
placing this currency into cir-
culation. It was used by the 
Church to pay workers, and 
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loans were made to local merchants in Deseret currency. 

 

On December 1, 1867 Church officials spent the day in Brigham Young’s office burning all 
the redeemed Deseret Currency.  According to Church records, after the notes on hand were 
destroyed, there was $1,626 in Deseret Currency still outstanding.  It is likely that most of this 
was either lost or destroyed by some other means. Thus, the remaining notes available to col-
lectors today are a very small percentage of this amount.   

 

  

 

The original typeset examples of Deseret Currency Association notes are all quite rare.  It is 
documented that they were issued in the denominations of $1, $2, $3, $5, $10, $20, $50, and 
$100.  However, only a few $1 and $2 examples are known to have survived.  The pictured $3  
may possibly be unique or nearly so.  As previously stated, no other denominations are known 
to have survived.  It is estimated that no more than 20 examples are known.  

 

Of the surviving typeset examples, there are two distinct types; one with a typeset reproduc-
tion of Brigham Young’s signature, and the other with his actual signature.  These notes are so 
rare that they are not collected by type. But the version with Brigham Young’s signature 
would be much more desirable.   

 

The early type of Deseret Currency Assoc. notes were dated between February and April of 
1858.  It can be assumed with some certainty that it was issued during this period.  The second 
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type, those with an engraved signature of Brigham Young, were issued later that same year as 
observed examples are dated between September and October.  This is contrary to documents 
placing the latter type in circulation October 1st.  Evidently its use was almost a month earlier.  
It is also recorded that this currency was called in for redemption late in 1858 but some prob-
ably remained in circulation for several years.  The primary circulation period for this curren-
cy ended in 1858.   

 

One final interesting note about Deseret Currency is that the livestock which was used for 
backing was comprised of a herd which was kept on Antelope Island in Salt Lake. 

 

All type 2 notes were 
printed with the en-
graved signature of 
Brigham Young. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collector Notes: 

 

Deseret Currency Association notes are fairly difficult to find.  They may come on the market 
only once or twice every year or two.   Of the later engraved type the $1 and $2 dollar de-
nominations are the most common, followed by the $3, and finally the $5, which is quite rare 
with only 4 or 5 pieces known.  Long droughts may occur between offerings. Sometimes a 
complete denomination set (minus the $5) may appear all at once.  Well worn examples can 
command prices above $1,000, whereas, high quality notes may reach well above the $5,000 
level.  

 

With regard to the earlier typeset issues, they are seldom available.  Often 3 to 5 years or 
more may pass between offerings and they are most often traded privately.  Prices for these 
early typeset specimens are more than double that of the later issues.  They usually start at 
about $10-$12,000, but in today’s market are probably valued at $15,000 or more.  The $3 
type 1 recently sold in excess of $35,000. 



1794 Head of 1793 Cent, VF20
Tied for the 10th Finest S-19b

1794 S-33 Head of 1794 Cent, VG7
The Famous Wheelspoke Variety

1794 S-39 Head of 1794 Cent, Fine 12
Ex: Adam Mervis Collection

1794 S-21 Head of 1794 Cent, XF40
Tied for the 10th Finest Flat Pole

1794 S-35 Head of 1794 Cent, VG8
Important Late Die State Example

1794 S-48 Starred Reverse Cent, VG7
Ex: Phillip Clover Collection

1794 S-30 Head of 1794 Cent, VF35
Ex:  Daniel W. Holmes, Jr. Collection

1794 S-36 Head of 1794 Cent, Fine 12
Tied for the Ninth Finest 

Ex: Reiver Collection

1794 S-51 Head of 1794 Cent, VF30
Tied for the Seventh Finest Known

PLATINUM NIGHT® & SIGNATURE® AUCTIONS 
January 8-13, 2020 | Orlando | Live & Online 

Selections From The Bellevue Collection 
Offered in Our Official FUN 2020 Auction

Consignment deadline November 25.   
Contact a Heritage Consignment Director today | 800-835-6000. 

Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc. AB665, Currency Auctions of America AB2218 Paul R. Minshull #AU4563. BP 20%; see HA.com. 52925

DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40+ Categories 
Immediate Cash Advances Available 

1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members
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SOMMER  ISLANDS COINAGE 

Coinage from the Sommer Islands was the first 
coinage to circulate in North America about 1615 
or 1616.  The Sommer Islands are what is now 
known as Bermuda which was and still is a Brit-
ish colony. These first coins were denominated 
in the values of Two-pence, Three-pence, Six-
pence and Twelve-pence or shilling.  In regard to 
these first Sommer Islands coins all were undated 
but research indicates that they were struck either 
in 1615 or 1616 and most likely in England    at 
the Royal Mint in London.  No specific infor-
mation or documentation can confirm this.  For 

that matter, very little is known regarding these coins 
other than they exist and were created for use in what 
is now Bermuda.  They are collected not as part of Co-
lonial American coinage but alongside it most likely 
due to the proximity of Bermuda to what is now the 
United States.  They never circulated outside of Ber-
muda but evidence of them has been noted as near as 
Virginia and North Carolina probably due to the trade 
and transit of peoples in the area.  The main function 
of the Sommer Islands or Bermuda, was as a stop 
along trade routes, as an early settlement, and later a 
British military base in the 1700’s and 1800’s.   

Some additional historical background of Bermuda is that sometime between 1503-1506 the captain of a 
Spanish ship, Juan de Bermudez was probably the first European to cast eyes on the islands.  He actually 
never landed or set foot on the islands and the main reason for this 
was that there was no open port and the reefs in later years took many 
ships that tried to the bottom.  Even so, the islands today are a name-
sake of Juan de Bermudez.  After their discovery and later in the 
1500’s several ships did manage to land on the islands while others 
were shipwrecked, and survivors managed to get ashore.  Eventually, 
many wild hogs from various shipwrecks populated the island which 
ran feral and were also undoubtedly used as food by the survivors of 
these shipwrecks until they were rescued.  When you think of being 
rescued from a barren island such as Bermuda one thinks that this 
may be quite unlikely but as time went on the islands were on a main 
route so ships passing by often made rescues.  The wild hoggs must 



also have had a 
significant pop-
ulation on the 
island as will 
later be seen as 
their image 
would be depict-
ed on the coins 
of the island 
which came to 
be known as 
‘Hogge Money.’   

Settlement of 
the islands was 
actually due to 
an accident as in 1606 King James I of England granted a charter to the Virginia Company to colonize North 
America but a fleet of ships were blown off course and wrecked on the reefs off Bermuda.  The namesake 
ship was the ‘Sea Venture’ which some say is also depicted on the obverse of the Sommer Islands coinage.  
Later in 1609 Admiral George Sommers explored the islands and thus for a time his name was associated to 
the islands.  The islands were later, in 1612, officially settled.  Then in 1613 and 1614 larger numbers of colo-
nists arrived and this most likely saw the delivery of the ‘Hogge Money’ or coinage.  History records that this 
coinage circulated until about 1624 and it was actually illegal to export these coins.  The number of coins sent 
to the islands or which entered circulation is unknown and as far as I know has never even been speculated on.  
Most likely it was a relatively small number.   

All Sommer Islands coinage is rare to extremely rare and even though they were not intended for America are 
quite avidly collected by advanced collectors in America today.  Very few collectors have been able to put 
together a complete denomination set of the coins due to their rarity and  they are quite expensive and better 
condition examples have topped  $200-$300 thousand dollars.  Prices have dropped in recent years from those 

highs but can still top 6-figures for the finest examples.  
Two famous collectors who assembled complete sets 
were the Norweb’s, and Eric Newman whose collec-
tions contained some of the finest know specimens.  
Now when I say finest known one might think AU or 
Uncirculated but let me tell you that is far from the con-
dition that most of these coins have survived as.  Yes, 
there is one or two that are graded AU but when you 
look at them you will not recognize the AU condition as 
anything you have ever seen before.  Even these high-
grade examples can be pitted, discolored and possibly 
have some corrosion present.  I won’t go into how they 
are graded but just note they are in a category all by 
themselves.  Another word regarding the collecting of 
these rare coins is that probably at least half or 60% of 
all known specimens are permanently impounded in 
museums or other government holdings.  The Island of 
Bermuda contains a museum with dozens of specimens. 



In regard to the survival of the coins there have never been any significant groups found and those that have 
survived have usually been found on beaches, dumps, or by metal detectorists on the islands.  This is most 
assuredly the cause of the poor condition and corrosion found on virtually all survivors.   

Another interesting fact is that even with so few survivors each denomination is known with two die varie-
ties.  The two pence is known with both a large and small star located below the hogg.  The differences are 
very small and hard to identify.  The easiest pick-up point is the first I in II is slightly higher than the second 
1 on one variety.  It is highly unlikely that anyone would try to acquire both types due to their rarity.  Herit-
age stated in their recent sale of one that Coin Facts estimates only 8-12 are known.  At the same time Herit-
age also stated that the true population is probably just above 20 examples due to the fact that many are in 
museums and institutions and will never be certified. In their recent Long Beach sale, the finest certified two 
pence certified PCGS XF-40 sold for $42,000.  Moving onto the three pence coin there are only 8 specimens 
known, including the newly discovered piece also in their Long Beach sale.  With only 8 specimens known 
there is also two different die pairs.  A newly discovered piece has the III which step upward from left to 
right.  This new die pair coin is possibly unique but with only 4 of the 8 known examples available to collec-
tors don’t hold out on making your collection complete with both types of three pence.  A three pence graded 
Genuine with XF details sold at Long Beach for $36,000. Now the six pence is going to be a lot easier to ac-
quire as there are about 40 of these known.  Be mindful that the Bermuda government presently owns about 
10 of them.  Once again, there are two distinct varieties of the six pence to collect, one with large portholes 
and one with small portholes.  The large portholes are slightly more common.  The six pence at Long Beach 
graded Genuine VF details and sold for the bargain price of $13,000.   Finally, there is the 12 pence or shil-
ling, definitely the most common of any Sommer Islands coin.  Estimates of number of survivors are confus-
ing and probably much less accurate than the other denominations.  My research indicates possibly about 80-
90 survive of both types.  Yes, there are also two types for this denomination, one with large sails and one 
with small, the small sail’s variety more common.  The small sails coin has rarity R5 while the large sails 
coin is R7.  This final Sommer Islands shilling sold at Long Beach graded Genuine VF details for only 
$11,400.   

One final note to be made regarding the Sommer Islands coinage is the ‘silver wash’ applied to the coins af-
ter striking.  A few higher-grade coins show remnants of this silver wash but due to the environment they 
existed in such as humidity and sea water it is all but gone from most.  Some call this actual silver but recent-
ly if has been described as tin.  It was evidently applied originally to give the coin additional acceptance ra-
ther than a lowly brass coin.   

These coins are quite interesting with a very colorful history.  Additionally, they are the first coins to circu-
late in North America pre-
ceding the NE Shilling by 
50 years.  They are highly 
collected but one must 
have relatively deep pock-
ets to do so and most col-
lectors strive to obtain a 
single type coin, most 
likely a shilling, when 
they rarely become availa-
ble.  The recent Long 
Beach auction by Heritage 
contained a rarely seen 
complete set.   



1231 E. Dyer Road, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705  •  949.253.0916
123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019  •  212.582.2580
Info@StacksBowers.com  •  StacksBowers.com
California • New York • New Hampshire • Hong Kong • Paris
SBG UNS TrustedNames 190924 America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer

Legendary Collections  |  Legendary Results  |  A Legendary Auction Firm

When the time comes to sell, it’s important to turn to the people who are experienced and world renowned 
in every aspect of the auction process. Led by our founders Q. David Bowers and Harvey G. Stack, each of 
whom has been at the core of the numismatic hobby for over 60 years, our team of well-known professionals 
has expertise in every area of numismatics including ancient coins, world coins and currency and United 
States coins and currency. Whether your collection or individual pieces are valued at $2,000 or $20,000,000, 
we offer you the same care and expertise that has realized top market prices for our past consignors, who 
include famous names like D. Brent Pogue, John J. Ford, Jr., Louis E. Eliasberg, Harry W. Bass, Joel R. 
Anderson, Thos. H. Law, Wa She Wong, and many, many more. Join the most successful auction firm in the 
business. Simply call or email us today to consign to one of our upcoming auctions.

Call us today to speak to a consignment specialist.
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800.566.2580 East Coast Office

Email: Consign@StacksBowers.com

Let the Experts at Stack’s Bowers Galleries 
Help You Realize Top Market Prices
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ANTIQUE COIN LISTINGS 

Doug Nyholm 
 

The Bowers review shown here is 
daaed March-April 1961 and is Issue 
#1 Number 2.  This publication pre-
ceded the more commonly known 
“Rare Coin Review.” 

A Page of coin ads is shown with 
some pretty amazing prices. 

This month’s Quiz is also taken from 
the edition of The Bowers Review.   
See how you do on a quiz from 1961! 





Circulation /Roll Finds 
 Mont Toronto / Courtesy PCGS 

 

 

August 30, 2019 

Five fortunate collectors in Utah and a lucky collector in Texas were the first to submit to Professional Coin 
Grading Service (www.PCGS.com) examples of the new 2019 America the Beautiful San Antonio Missions 
National Historical Park quarter-dollars with the coveted West Point mint mark. As part of the continuing 
PCGS Quarter Quest program, the six will split the $2,000 bounty and each receive $333. 

Collector Michael V. of Texas earlier submitted two coins that were discovered six days prior to their offi-
cially scheduled August 26, 2019 release. Those two have been given a PCGS pedigree of Accidental Early 
Release. Michael subsequently submitted several more 2019-W San Antonio coins and is among the six sub-
mitters whose coins received the PCGS First Discovery pedigree. 

The other winning submitters are: 

Daniel C. of Utah who only began collecting in April after learning about coin roll hunting on YouTube. He 
searches for unusual or unique items and silver coins. He shares his new passion for collecting with his six 
children through the collection of state quarters. 

During his time collecting Daniel has built relationships with his local credit union. On the official release 
date, he received a call from one of his local banks alerting him that they had just received a shipment of the 
new quarters. He was able to purchase six rolls and discovered two 2019-W San Antonio coins which he 
promptly shipped to PCGS. 

A second Utah collector, Mont T., is a new member of the Utah Numismatic Society who started collecting 
this year after a rainy spring kept him from metal detecting. After reading about the PCGS Quarter Quest he 
marked the scheduled release dates on his calendar. On August 26 he hit the road to bank branches all over 
Salt Lake City but was unable to find any that had fresh boxes or rolls of quarters. It wasn't until he walked 
into a remote bank branch in the Salt Lake City valley area that he was able to acquire six rolls of the new 
2019 San Antonio Missions quarters. 

Mont told PCGS: "I had everything I needed with me ready to go in the car to make my submission in case I 
found a coin. My hands were shaking as I opened the rolls! Earlier in the day I saw a penny on the ground, 
and you know what they say, so I picked it up! Next thing I knew I had three W's, I am definitely saving that 
penny," he stated. 

Six Lucky Collectors Split PCGS Bounty For First 
Discovery 2019-W San Antonio Quarters 



 

Another winning coin was submitted by Gary Laramie of Legacy Rare Coin Shop in Utah. He received it from a woman 
who entered the shop looking to sell the 2019-W she had found, knowing they were a current hot item. "I am giving her 
all of my share of the reward proceeds from submitting the coin," Laramie said. 

Utah-based filmmaker Kurtis B. found his 2019-W San Antonio coin from a bank in Layton, Utah. "My business part-
ner, my 12-year old son, will be so excited to hear this!" Kurtis exclaimed after learning their submission was one of the 
six winners. After finding the West Point quarter, Kurtis explained, "My son looked up the (PCGS Quarter Quest) 
guidelines while we drove to the post office and began filling out the submission form, then looked at me and said, 'Dad, 
I love doing this with you.'" 

Kurtis began collecting a half dozen years ago when on a whim he visited a West Virginia coin show while in the area 
on location for filming. He stayed at the show for five hours speaking with a coin dealer whose passion inspired him to 
join the hobby. He now enjoys collecting Morgan dollars and Barber dimes. 

The sixth winner, also from Utah, was not available to comment about his discovery. 

"Any submitted 2019-W San Antonio quarters received within the first seven days after the PCGS First Discovery has 
been confirmed will automatically receive the First Week of Discovery pedigree," explained PCGS President Brett 
Charville. 

"The qualifying coins submitted after those seven days and within 45 days of the PCGS First Discovery will automati-
cally receive an Early Find pedigree," he added. "There is only one American the Beautiful W quarter bounty left for 
this year, and we cannot wait to see what surprises and stories await us for the next release." 

PCGS has created an information page for the promotion at www.PCGS.com/2019quarterquest where coin hunters can 
check on updated bounties, see if a PCGS First Discovery has been graded and authenticated, and review the terms and 
conditions for the promotion. 

For information about PCGS products and services, including how to submit your coins for authentication and grading, 
visit www.PCGS.com or call PCGS Customer Service at (800) 447-8848.  



Contact Don@Kagins.com or call 888.8Kagins to speak directly to Donald Kagin, Ph.D. for a FREE Appraisal!

Kagin’s has handled over 99% of the coins listed in The Guide Book of U.S. Coins 
from Colonials to Pioneer and 99% of the currency listed in Paper Money of the 

United States from Fractionals to Errors


Check out our website or contact us for our latest o� erings. 
We also handle want lists and provide auction representation.
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Let Kagin’s tell your personal numismati c story and create a lasti ng legacy 
for your passion and accomplishments!
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Fr-1133-L $1000 1918 
Federal Reserve Note San Francisco
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TALES FROM THE HUNT 
Modern Day Treasures Culled from Circulation 
 
Greetings, Dear Readers, 
 
As I embark on this new monthly column, I wanted to outline a few basic details that will guide 
my writing, and while I’m still a novice in this hobby, I have been soaking up all the knowledge i 
can from the rest of you who are veterans. For those like me, each month I’ll add a tip or two that 
will hopefully be helpful to the uninitiated CRHer. 
 
What is CRH? 
CRH is the abbreviation for Coin Roll Hunting. One acquires rolls of change, from banks or 
other commercial sources, and sorts through it to find unusual coins—errors, varieties, old 
iterations of the denomination, etc. Then, in a perfect world, the CRHer returns the coins to a 
different venue to change up to bills or bank deposits, and begins the cycle again. 
 
How do you determine what to keep? 
As with all collections, it is almost entirely up to the collector what they want to keep. For me, 
I’m filling out a few of the basic Whitman books, and then anything noteworthy or worth 
significant multiples of its face value. That last detail is key in my decisions—a doubled die 
Lincoln Memorial cent worth $5 in its circulated condition may sound like chump change, pun 
intended, but in another sense, that’s a 500x return on the face-value investment. Not a bad piece 
of copper or zinc to hold onto or sell! Off the top of my head, I can’t think of a stock in the Dow 
Jones or Nasdaq that would give you that return for a few hours of sorting through coins. 
 
There are a wealth of resources online and in print to access if you’re interested in becoming 
familiar with what I would refer to as “mainstream errors,” or errors/varieties of coins that are 
widely collected with a fairly liquid market for resale. 
 
Here are a few starter references: 
 Doubleddie.com - A masterwork of expert-verified doubled die coins of every denomination, with defini-

tions, images, and identifying hallmarks. 
 Cherrypicker’s Guide by Bill Fivaz, et all. 6th Edition, Vol I (for half cents through Jefferson Nick-

els) / 5th Ed, Vol II (half-dimes through modern dollars, plus gold coins, commemoratives, and bul-
lion). Volume I has been invaluable to me. Organized by denomination and year, it contains a wealth of 
information for every major variety, including Universal Rarity Scale, Liquidity, and book values for vari-
ous states of condition. 

 https://www.money.org/uploads/treasures/TreasuresPDF.pdf This is a great primer brochure on circu-
lating treasures for the beginner. 

As I continue to write this column, I will try to 
find ways to keep things fresh and fun. 
 
THIS MONTH’S SPOTLIGHTS 
 
2005 P - 25c Kansas “In God We Rust” Er-
ror 
 
Description: This was pulled from a box of 
machine-wrapped rolls (MWR) by Loomis. It 
is an example of a “struck through grease-
filled die” or a “filled die” error. The “T” in 
Trust was filled with lubricant when it struck 
the planchet, under-minting the letter. I have 
seen a variety of degrees of faintness. The less



-visible the T, the better the premium. Obviously, higher-grades of 
this coin with the error would sell for much more than this heavily-circulated example. 
Identifying Marks: “In God We Trust” is clearly missing the T. Note: some iterations of this 
coin will have a softer T as the grease worked out of the die. A nearly non-existent T is more 
desirable. 
URS: Unknown, but this is a fairly common error and one that is fun to hunt for, since it’s kind 
of like a minting typo. 
Book Value: N/A 
eBay Value: Avg. $5-7, incl S/H 

 
1964 P - 1c Doubled-Die Reverse FS-01-
1964-802 (027) (CONECA: DDR-020) 
 
Description: This humble Lincoln cent was 
from an MWR that was all pre-1990s pen-
nies. This is an example of a doubled-die 
cent on the reverse. The doubling in this 
example is very evident along the lower 
rims of the lettering for “ONE CENT.” 
 
Identifying Marks: A key clue of a dou-
bled-died, rather than mechanical or strike 
doubling, is the preservation of the serifs of 
the letters. The “ENT” in this example are 
particularly illustrative of this feature. An-
other indicator of this variety of DDR is a 
strong spread in “UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA,” however, with this circulated example, that doubling was less obvious. 
 
URS: 7 (33-64 examples) 
Book Value: $19 (MS-63, BN); $42 (MS-63, RB); $90 (MS-63, RD) - PCGS 
eBay Value: N/A—eBay is a phenomenally poor resource for buying/selling DDO/DDRs due to 
an overload of mislabeled and uncertified “errors.” However, a PCGS-slabbed AU-55 sold 
through Great Collections for $57.20 in March 2014. 
 
1987 D - 50c Kennedy Half Dollar NIFC 

 
Description: This was pulled from 
a box of Loomis MWRs. While 
this isn’t an error, nor does it con-
tain silver or much of a premium, it 
is a less-common find in circula-
tion CRH and one more thing to 
keep your eyes peeled for, if only 
for the entertainment value. In 
1987, neither the Philadelphia nor 
Denver mints issued business cir-
culation half dollars. Any and all 
1987-minted halves were released 
in uncirculated mint sets. Unfortu-
nately for us current CRHers, there 

were still almost 3 million sets released, so there is no shortage of 1987 halves in the world. However, 
any that you happen come across in circulation were deliberately cut out of those sets for 
business usage. 
 
 



Identifying Marks: 1987 mint date. Both P and D mints were NIFC. 
 
URS: 23 (2,000,000-2,999,999) 
 
Book Value: $1 (EF-40); $5 (MS-60) - PCGS ebay Value: $2-3, if you get lucky. 
 
 
 
1999 P - 1c Lincoln Memorial “Lucky Penny” 

 
Description: This cent is a little-
known, but extremely valuable, 
variety of the Lincoln Memorial 
Cent, even in its heavily- circu-
lated condition. Legend has it, 
this coin possesses special pow-
ers that grant its owner the ability 
to find West Point mint-marked 
quarters on the day of their re-
lease and win a share of the 
PCGS bounty. If you’ve caught 
on and realized this is the penny I 
mentioned finding on the ground 
prior to drawing three 2019 W 
San Antonio quarters out of five 

rolls, then give yourself a round of applause. This is strictly me doing another show-and-tell moment, giving 
this all-star street cent it’s day in the sun. 
 
Identifying Marks: Corrosion and unknown substance stains on both the obverse and reverse. 
Strong strike detail, low machine/roller wear. 
 
URS: 1 (1; unique) 
 
Book Value: N/A eBay Value: $0.01 + S/H. To me, priceless. 
This concludes this month’s installation of “Tales from the Hunt.” Check back next month for 
more specimens pulled from circulation or found in the “wild.” Good luck on your own quests in 
numismatics, and always keep your eyes out for loose change—you never know what you’ll 
find! Oh, and if you ever have further questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out at a meeting! 
 
 

Mont Toronto 
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GLEN BECKSTEAD COLLECTABLES 

Visit My Table At Local Coin Shows 

Always Buying Coins & Collectables 

801-699-1728 
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EDITORS MESSAGE 

 

As approved during last months meeting the past 10 years 
of the UNS Mint Master has now been posted to the New-
man Numismatic Portal.  The link is listed below.  I also 
would highly recommend that anyone check out this fan-
tastic Numismatic resource.  There is an abundance of in-
formation available to all collectors. 

Secondly, this issue of the Mint Master will contain a new 
feature regarding circulating roll finds authored by Mont 
Toronto.  This should be a great general interest column as 
numismatic finds, believe it or not, can still be found in 
circulation.  

If any of you are also searching circulation I and our read-
ership would be very interested in hearing what finds you 
have made.  Coin collecting is a wonderful hobby and it is 
not necessary to fill all your interests with $1000 coins 
from dealers and coin shows in order to have a special and 
interesting collection. 

  I personally never found anything of great value in circu-
lation, a 1910-S Lincoln cent comes to mind along with a 
bunch of Mercury dimes, Standing Quarters and Walking 
half dollars.  About 10 years ago I did request a few Half 
Dollar rolls from a bank and got about 20 old silver 
Franklins and 90% Kennedys.  These finds are still possi-
ble but are much less likely these days but don’t stop 
looking.  

The fall collecting season is upon us and I hope to see you 
at the November coin show.  

https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/533919  
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Ralph R. Muller 

P.O. Box 9088 

Salt Lake City, Utah  84109 

801-581-0991 

�

 Member ANA-UNS-OCC-SPMC-FCCB 

E-mail    mullerralph@gmail.com 

BUY—SELL—APPRAISE COINS 
& CURRENCY 

MAJESTIC 
COINS 

BUY  -  SELL  -  TRADE  -  AP-
PRAISE 

SILVER / GOLD / COPPER 

COINS & STAMPS 

 

MICHAEL HANSEN 

4696 S. HOLIDAY BLVD (2300 E) 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT  84117 

(801)-278-8500 

E-Mail:  majestic@nf100.com 
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BOOK REVIEW 

THE HALF CENT, 1793-1857 

The Story of America’s Greatest Little Coin 
 

By William R. Eckberg 

 

 

 This book was published earlier this year and I 
picked up my copy at the recent ANA convention in 
Rosemont.  First, to describe the book physically, it 
is 8 ½ X 11 format and hardcover.  It is published 
on high quality paper and is in full color with nu-
merous enlarged illustrations.  The book is 137 pag-
es in length and sells for $95.  By contrast Walter 
Breens book on Half Cents was a whopping 503 
pages.  Shipping and non-EAC member price is 
slightly higher. 

Regarding content, the first 27 pages delves into the 
history and details of the half cents themselves 
which does contain significant information.  From 
there the individual date and variety identification is 
covered by oversize color photos of the coins.  De-
tails and quotes for previous half cent authors such 
as Breen and Cohen are included as well as estimat-
ed survivorship of each variety.  This continues 
through the Classic Head design of 1835.   

From thereon the Proof only coins beginning in 1840 are not covered at all until the 1849 date which was 
struck in both circulation and Proof formats.  It then carries on through the end of the series with circulation 
strike issues but strangely omits the 1852 dated coin, most likely as it is a proof only issue similar to the 1840
-1848 dates also omitted.   Also, nothing is said about the late date proofs either.   I understand that probably 
few half cent collectors strive to obtain these Proof only middle dates, but they are part of the series and I feel 
they should have been covered.   

In summary, there is definitely a lot of information contained in this book, but some areas are definitely lack-
ing or missing for a book that I thought was supposed to be comprehensive regarding Half Cents 1793-1857.  
It does make identifying your varieties of the circulation strike varieties easy with the enlarged photos and 
descriptions but again, not a word was mentioned about any Proof half cents.   
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PRIZES FOR OCTOBER 
 
 
Promptness Prize:   1976 Proof  Set  
 
Junior Prize:    2008 Commemorative Eagle Half Dollar  
 
Member Prize:   1923-S Peace Dollar  
 
 1- 2005 Calif. Quar. slab         

2- 1884 O Morgan dollar slab     

3- A.M. Park Quar. roll      

4- 1923 S Peace dollar   

5- 2001 Vermont Quar. slab    

6- 2019 proof set       

7- 1884 O Morgan dollar slab        

8- 1980 proof set      

9- 2013 half dollar comm. 5 star Unc.      

10- 1973 proof set 
11- 1956 Mexico 10 silver peso’s  

12- 1989 proof set  

  

Buy Of The Month 

 

To Be Announced 
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YOUNG NUMISMATISTS 
SOME IDEAS ON BUILDING A COLLECTION AND AVOIDING COUNTERFEIT ITEMS 

Every young or new coin collector is faced with the questions of what to collect and how to do it and not 
surprisingly so are collectors who have experienced a period of idleness in their collecting efforts.  The an-
swer to the first question is as simple as collect what you like, what interests you, and what you can afford 
to collect.  You are totally in control in this area, but it does require you to become a knowledgeable and 
informed collector who can successfully complete YOUR collecting efforts.  For young or new collectors 
with limited budgets, it may be impractical to have a complete Morgan Dollar set as a near term, two to five 
years, goal.  However, it might be possible to assemble a high grade Morgan Dollar Date set.  Don’t ever 
allow yourself to believe that only complete series sets are the only acceptable end goals.  A nice date set in 
any series could easily set the stage for building a complete series set and many years of happy experiences 
as you add individual coins on a lifelong journey of building that complete set.  It has taken me over 40 
years to build a complete set of Morgan Dollars that started with just a date set.  Date sets, type sets, and 
date/mintmark sets are all excellent starting points for collecting pursuits in the near term with long term 
growth potential.  While the grade, often expressed numerically, is major determinant of price, don’t forget 
the major role that eye appeal plays.  An excellent eye appeal AU55 is a better deal than an ugly MS61 and 
you’ll save money.  Setting reasonable and achievable goals for your collecting endeavors is really im-
portant so you don’t become frustrated, lose interest, and abandon an enjoyable hobby and pastime.  It is 
also important to recognize that the years that mark our transition into adulthood are very challenging and 
demanding and often result in temporary reduced interest in our collecting pursuits. 

 

The plague of counterfeits affects all collectible categories and should be of concern in every purchase 
or trade you make.  While coins and currency are of primary concern to the numismatic community; coun-
terfeits, copies, fakes, and knockoffs are present in anything that is collectible and includes stamps, trading 
cards, comic books, art, statues, dinnerware, glassware, etc.  If it’s collectible, it is a target area or category.  
The best way to avoid the agony of having purchased a counterfeit item is to be a knowledgeable and in-
formed collector and only deal with reputable dealers.  Know everything you can about what you are col-
lecting and make sure you are current on what is going on in the specific collectible marketplace.  Trade 
journals and social media blog sights are quick to identify real or potential threats to the integrity of the mar-
ketplace.  The Wasatch Front is blessed with several top notch reputable coin dealers and our local coin 
shows bring in even more.  Another source is EBAY vendors and dealers, but you need to be cautious and 
only deal with EBAY sources that have excellent or outstanding feedback ratings.  For me, I won’t even 
consider a seller with less than 99.5% score.  I also won’t buy any numismatic coins or currency from China 
or Hong Kong.  The number of high quality, deceptive, counterfeits coming from China is staggering and 
often fool even professionals in the business numismatists.  In an article for the next issue of the CPG Coin 
&Currency Market Review, Jeff Garrett notes that purchasing NGC holdered vintage or modern high value 
coins insures the best resale potential.  While that may be true, even a coin in a holder of ANACS, IGC, 
NGC, or PCGS may be a counterfeit in a counterfeit holder.  Counterfeit slabs are a reality and again the 
trained eye of a reputable dealer can be invaluable.  Remember; if it seems too good to be true, it probably 
isn’t. 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

Christa McAuliffe Commemorative $1 Silver Coin Act of 2019 is awaiting President Trump’s signature. 

 

      PHIL CLARK 



MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND OUR UPCOMIG NOVEMBER COIN SHOW! 

 

  ANACS will be at-
tending the No-
vember show and 
taking submissions. 

 
The ANACS Special 
through Nov 30th will be 
10 coins for $109 addi-
tional coins $10 each with 
free return shipping. Sub-
mit 15 or more coins and 
receive a free blue box. 



UNS Membership Application 
Application for membership in the “Utah Numismatic Society” 

P.O. Box 65054,  Salt Lake City,  UT  84165 

Name(s) of Applicants:_____________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

Signature:_________________________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL DUES 

       $30  Family     $20 Adult      $5 Junior / Under 18 

  

Where & When we meet: 

 Second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

 Columbus Community Center / 2531 South 500 East,  SLC, UT  84115 

�� � By signing this application I 
acknowledge that I have never 
been convicted of a felony. 

The Utah Numismatic Society is now enjoying its 68th year  
serving  collectors in Utah.  We sponsor an annual coin show 
held in Sandy which  you  may have attended.  Our monthly 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday in Salt Lake City.  We 
have many knowledgeable as well as novice and beginning col-
lectors in attendance every month. 

Our monthly publication entitled “The Mint Master” contains 
interesting reading featuring  articles such as the ’Counterfeit 
Corner,’  ‘Book Reviews,’ ‘Young Numismatists,’ as well as 
many other numismatic news-worthy columns. 

Our meetings include Bourse, Auctions, expert speakers as well 
as our annual “Youth Night” and “Summer Picnic.”  

We invite you to attend one of our meetings  held at the    Co-
lumbus Community Center, 2350 S. 500 E., Salt Lake City. 

Quiz Answers 

 

 

 




