
Book 14:

“Loneliness and fear

breed resentment and jealousy,

Only truth and  honesty

can resist their snares”

Garthus 2011

Madeline was awakened by Cassandra moving about. She sat up and caressed 

her, then picked her up and left the room. She wanted John to sleep a bit longer 

without being disturbed. As she entered the den, she saw Michelle and Tyler, 

Michelle said “Madeline, I have not been with Cassandra recently … can I take 

her?” Madeline said “she has not been washed.” Michelle said “I will take care of 

it, while you get ready for church.” Madeline handed Cassandra to Michelle and 

then went back to John's room. He was still sleeping and she sat down in the 

chair and just looked at him. She then got up and walked over to him and gently 

tapped his shoulder … whispering “John it is time to get ready for church.” As he 

opened his eyes he saw Madeline and said “thank you dear we should both get 

ready.” John then went into the bathroom and closed the door. Madeline went to 

her room to get ready. As he was getting ready, John thought about Madeline. 

When he was finished he walked over to Madeline's room before going to see the 

others. He knocked gently on the door and called Madeline's name, she asked him 

to come in. John closed the door and said “Madeline, I would like to speak to you 
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about something.” John noticed that she was partially undressed and turned to 

walk out. Madeline said “John please stay”, as she picked up her dress and quickly 

put it on “what is it.” John said “Madeline, I probably will be busy at night for the 

next several weeks, I was wondering if you would mind moving into the 

guestroom next to our master-bedroom. It would be easier for you to help me 

with Cassandra. John thought that this would be better than asking Madeline 

about her fears of sleeping alone. Madeline said “but John, what would Zoe 

think?” John said “probably just the same as what she is thinking about you being 

in this house, but I am more concerned about what is the best for Cassandra and 

you seem to get along well with her.” Madeline said “well John, I will do whatever 

you would like and I love being with Cassandra.” Just then several tears rolled 

down Madeline's face. John asked “Madeline, have I said anything to upset you?” 

At that moment Madeline walked over to John and embraced him, she held him 

tightly and said “no my dear … these are tears of happiness … I should be honest 

with you … I fear sleeping alone in this room … I would feel much better being in 

that room next to you. Right now I have trouble sleeping and only twice have I 

really been able to sleep … that was in the chair next to Cassandra. I have been 

afraid to tell you this … it would have been asking too much of you … but now you 

have answered my prayers.” John said “there is a door separating those two 

rooms … we can leave it open if you would feel better.” “Thank you John … thank 

you” Madeline said as she looked up at John  “I will do the best I can to help you 

and I hope that Zoe will understand.” John kissed her on the forehead and said 
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“Madeline I am sure that you will … now let us hurry … we do not want to be late 

for church.” Madeline released her embrace and then John left the room and 

headed to the den to see Cassandra. Madeline just stood there for a few moments 

with her eyes closed, “thank you God” she thought “thank you for helping me and 

please subdue these other feelings I may have … I love him so much … keep me 

from temptation … he is a good person.”

As John entered the dining room, he saw that Michelle had already dressed 

Cassandra for church. Madeline soon followed and picked up Cassandra. Then 

they all left the house and got into the car. As John was driving them to the 

church, they all sat in their usual places. Michelle and Tyler were in the back 

playing with Cassandra. And Madeline was in the front with her head on John's 

shoulder. There was only happy discussion during the trip and soon they were 

entering the church parking lot. As Madeline got out and took Cassandra in her 

arms, she noticed that there were many more people at the church today. As they 

entered the church John introduced Madeline to some of the parishioners whom 

she was meeting for the first time. It was clear to John that some of the people 

were puzzled by this stranger carrying Cassandra, even though John introduced 

Madeline as Zoe's friend. As they entered the knave of the church, John picked up 

the candles and while he and Madeline walked towards the alter, Michelle and 

Tyler took their usual seats. They waited on line, then venerated the Icon in front 

of the seats and then walked up to the candelabra and lit and placed the candles. 
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Cassandra was always intrigued with the candles so Madeline held her hand while 

she placed one of the candles. They then venerated the icon next to the altar and 

went and sat down next to Michelle and Tyler. Soon the Liturgy started and all of 

them participated. Madeline looked around and thought “all of these people … 

what a happy family” she was intrigued by the chanting of the priest and the 

choir … she felt so secure and serene while standing there. When it was time to 

take communion John and Madeline walked up to wait on the line. When it was 

their turn they venerated the Icon and first John took Communion and then 

Madeline held Cassandra while she was given communion. They then walked back 

and sat down. John took some of the public offering and carried it back to 

Michelle and Tyler, who had not gone up since they had not attended confession 

at Saturday's Vespers. After the dismissal, they all waited on line to venerate the 

Icon once more and kiss the cross which the priest held in his hand. After this 

they went to the basement for the social gathering at which food was served. 

Many parishioners came over to see Cassandra and this made Madeline feel good. 

She was holding Cassandra and answering questions. Finally, father Alexander 

came downstairs and blessed the food. They all had a good time talking with each 

other and this went on for nearly two hours. Finally John said “we should be 

going, Abigal will be calling about Madeline and we have to be home. They said 

goodbye to many of the parishioners and this also took some time. On the way 

out of the church, Madeline asked John if it “was alright to take some candles.” 

John said “yes dear” as he took some and placed money in the basket on the 
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table. Madeline knew that John had some Icons in his room and she wanted to set 

up a small altar. As they were walking to the car, there were still more 'goodbyes' 

to be said. John held the door for the ladies and soon they were driving back 

home. As they entered the estate, Madeline had a strange feeling …” she was 

going home she thought …” “I am going home … it is such a good feeling.” She 

now began to notice many other things … things which she had never noticed 

before … because she was never as relaxed as she was now. John stopped the car 

and they all got out … Madeline took Cassandra from Michelle and then they 

entered the house.  

Madeline carried Cassandra to John's bedroom to change her clothing. After she 

was finished, she walked over and opened the door to the room which John had 

asked her to move in to. It was a beautiful room, nearly as big as the one where 

she was presently staying. Madeline sat on the bed and began to daydream as 

she held Cassandra in her arms. She did not notice that John had entered his 

room, he said “Madeline, I see that you found the room.” Madeline said “yes John, 

it is beautiful … thank you for caring about me … this is so nice of you.” John 

replied “Madeline … promise me something ...no matter how strong the 

temptation may get … let us keep our relationship as father and daughter.” 

Madeline said “yes John …. I promise … I feel so bad for you, if I was your wife, I 

would never behave the way Zoe has … I know that it must really hurt and I 

would do anything to help you and Cassandra.” As Madeline stood up holding 
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Cassandra … John embraced her and said “Madeline, it is I who should be 

thanking you. Let us sit outside for a while.” John led her through the doors of the 

bedroom and outside on to a large deck which overlooked the main gardens of 

the estate. They both sat down in a seat which would swing back and forth. 

Madeline was struck by the view “she said … John this is so beautiful … I could sit 

here forever.” She placed her head on his shoulder and Cassandra's babbling 

amused them. They sat there for over an hour; Madeline felt as if she were in 

heaven. They were so engrossed with the scenery that they did not notice 

Michelle had come out on the deck. She said “oh, John, there you are … Abigal 

McKenna is here and she would like to talk to Madeline.” John said “wonderful we 

will see her now, thank you Michelle.” They quickly walked to the den and John 

thanked Abigal for coming. Tyler got up to leave and John said, “no, please, you 

and Michelle can stay … there is nothing that we would like to keep from you.” 

Michelle sat down next to Tyler and the discussion began. Abigal said “Madeline, 

the Judge will not be easy on you … you see what he did to Zoe. I also heard 

about what you said to him … that is a mistake … do not talk to him like that in 

the future … you are only asking for trouble.” Madeline said “I understand … I do 

not want to go to jail … but I do not want to say anything which would further 

harm John in front of the jury.” John said “Madeline, please do not worry about 

me … you seem to get along nicely with Cassandra and you must think about her, 

especially since her mother is not here, your main concern has to be staying out 

of jail.” Madeline said “but John, they have no right to ask me such questions ….” 
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Abigal said “Madeline, he may not have the right to ask those questions but he 

will put you in Jail … yes we can get you out … but it may take some time. Do you 

think that you can hold up in that type of environment. I know about what your 

parents did to you, this is common to have such things happen to you in jail.” 

Madeline's face turned to a fearful look. She knew that even sleeping alone 

scared her … what would she do if she were thrown into that type of situation 

again … she was scared. But then she thought of John “no I will not say anything 

to hurt John, whatever they do to me … I do not care.” Abigal said “but Madeline, 

if you do not listen to me … I cannot help you.” Madeline said “but what you are 

telling me to do is not right … I have done so many bad things in my life … I will 

not do that any more.” John said “Madeline please listen ...” But before he could 

say any more Madeline interrupted him. She handed Cassandra to Michelle and 

began crying uncontrollably saying “I have found peace for the first time in my 

life … being in this house … I have found God and the church … and I swear that 

this would be the hardest thing for me to give up. But, I also understand now that 

there are some things worth losing your freedom and happiness for ...I could 

never live with myself if I went to Court and handed that jury another reason to 

put you in jail John.” John said “but Madeline … you can ask Abigal … I most 

certainly will be convicted … there is no going back now. There is no reason for 

you to become a casualty of my downfall, I could not bear that.” Madeline said 

“no John, I will do almost anything that you ask … but please understand that I 

could never do this … never. Now that I know happiness, I understand that it does 
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not come easy and it does not come with compromise … I could never live with 

myself if I do what Abigal tells me to do. That would lead to unhappiness for me 

… it would be back to the way it was three weeks ago for me … that is not a 

choice. Please understand that I cannot do this. John and what if you were in my 

position … look at me and tell me, would you do what you are telling me to do?” 

John was speechless … Madeline was not the same woman who they had invited 

into their home just a few short weeks ago. She was willing to give up everything 

for John and he could not really argue with her because she was right. John 

closed his eyes and when he opened them tears rolled down his face. Neither 

Michelle, Tyler nor Madeline had ever seen him cry before. Everyone just sat 

there for what seemed like an eternity. Then John began in a broken voice “no 

Madeline … I could not … oh God when will this end.” Then he buried his face in 

his hands and shook his head. Madeline said “thank you Abigal, I know that you 

have my best interest in mind, just do the best you can under the circumstances. 

All I can do is hope for the best and leave it in God's hands. Abigal then got up 

and said, “well I guess that I will be going. Madeline, just think about what we 

talked about … I will respect your wishes whatever you decide … goodbye.” They 

all said goodbye and Michelle got up and walked with Abigal back to her car. 

Abigal said “Michelle, she is a 'very' brave young lady … I hope that she truly 

understands what she is doing.” Michelle said “I am sure that she does … 

especially what she may be losing.” They both said goodbye while Abigal got into 

her car and then drove away. Michelle walked back to the house with Cassandra, 
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when she entered the den, she immediately handed Casandra to Madeline and 

said it is late, perhaps we should be getting some sleep, we have to get up early 

for Court tomorrow. Madeline embraced Cassandra and then she and John left the 

den. As they entered John's room he just stared at the wall. Madeline changed 

Cassandra's diaper and placed her in the crib. Then she walked up to John and 

placed her body against his back. As she embraced him she said “John, please 

understand what I have to do ….” John said I do my dear … but I fear for you … 

this will not be easy.” Madeline said “John, nothing worth having in life is easy … 

the temptation which I am feeling right now does not make it easy for me to walk 

away from you … but I must, just as I must do what I have to tomorrow.” They 

stood together for nearly two minutes and then Madeline pushed away from John 

and sat down on the chair next to Cassandra's crib. There were tears in her eyes 

and she told John “go ahead … wash up … I will watch Cassandra.” After John 

came out of the bathroom, it was Madeline's turn. She went to her bedroom, 

washed up and carried what little clothing she had and placed them in the 

guestroom. John said “will you be alright in there by yourself?” Madeline said “I 

am sure but may I please stay in here tonight with Cassandra, who knows what 

will happen tomorrow?” John said “of course Madeline.” Madeline started walking 

towards the chair and noticed that John had already placed a pillow and cover on 

it. “Oh how I love him” she thought “he is so kind.” She lay down in the chair and 

John in his bed and they fell quickly asleep.
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At three in the morning, Michelle was awakened by the phone; it was a call for 

John and apparently he had forgotten to turn the phone on in his room. Michelle 

walked over to John's room to wake him up. As she walked into his room she 

noticed Madeline sleeping in the chair next to Cassandra and John asleep on his 

bed. She touched John's shoulder and he was awakened. He said “what is it 

Madeline?” Michelle said “John there is a call for you. Just as John had opened his 

eyes he realized that Michelle had awakened him. He got up immediately and 

followed her out of the room. When he was outside he said to Michelle “thank you 

for waking me … the phone was not in my room … I must have left it in the 

office.” Michelle stopped and turned to John saying “John, what is Madeline doing 

in your room … I thought that she would be sleeping in the guest room.” John 

said “she was 'very' upset about tomorrow and I thought that it was best to let 

her stay in the chair.” Michelle said “do you know how that looks … what when 

Zoe finds out … you are making more trouble for your marriage.” John said 

“Michelle … you know that nothing is going on here … this is a delicate situation 

with Madeline and I would like to avoid her getting too upset.” Michelle said “yes 

John, the same should apply to your wife also. I am beginning to get concerned 

over the amount of 'help' that you are providing Madeline when your own wife is 

so upset.” John said “Zoe's imagination is running wild … I am getting 

disappointed with her behavior … I love her … she is my wife … and I will never 

dishonor our relationship … Madeline also understands this … but I will not 

tolerate Zoe's vicious and evil jealousies. I have done everything that I could 
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have for Zoe … and it is disheartening for her to make such accusations. … 

Michelle, I am also upset that you would begin to think those thoughts also.” 

Michelle said “John , I am sorry if I upset you … but I am just concerned about 

my daughter.” John said “I understand that and I will have another talk with 

Madeline. But please do not hold fault with her … I was the one who asked her to 

move into the guest room … I know how she feels about sleeping alone. I would 

like to think that if Zoe was here, that she would understand also.” Michelle said 

“John please forgive me, I was just concerned for Zoe.” John embraced Michelle 

and said “I understand and I will think about what you said.”

Unbeknownst to Michelle and John, Madeline had awakened and was at the door 

listening to the conversation. As John walked away, she began to cry and laid 

back down on the chair “I always hurt the people whom I love” she thought “what 

should I do?” Michelle heard Madeline in the bedroom and went in to see her. 

“How much of our conversation did you hear?” Michelle asked. “everything” said 

Madeline. “Well than you know how I feel; I do not mean to imply that you are 

doing anything dishonorable with John. This is not a good situation though and I 

really do not know what should be done.” Madeline said “may be that I should 

leave” as she looked down at the floor. Michelle replied “John would never forgive 

Zoe if you left … he would always think that it was her fault. What I think you 

should do is what John wants … he is right … even though she is my daughter, 

Zoe has to wake up and pull herself out of this jealous delusion which she has 
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created for herself. If you two are doing nothing wrong … it has to be up to Zoe to 

realize that and act appropriately. So, please do not be too hard on yourself 

Madeline, you have had a much harder time of it than Zoe and I think that one 

day she will realize that. Until then … keep helping John and us, if it makes him 

happy; God only knows how much he appreciates it.” Madeline said “Michelle, I 

promise to never do anything dishonorable in this house and you must know that 

my motives are only regarding the welfare of John and Cassandra … and Zoe, 

when see returns.” Michelle said “thank you Madeline … I greatly appreciate what 

you have said.” She then said goodnight and walked out of the room. Madeline 

felt much better … she could stay and still be part of a family … her family now. 

As Michelle walked back to her room she thought “I guess I was wrong about 

Madeline, she seems like a 'very' nice person. I pray that all goes well for her and 

Zoe. Michelle walked back to John's office … the door was open, so she tapped on 

it and walked in. John had finished his discussion and was sitting there thinking. 

Michelle said “John, I just wanted you to know that Madeline heard our 

conversation before, she was crying and was 'very' upset. I just finished talking to 

her. I told her that I agree with what you are doing with her and she seemed 

much more cheerful when I left. John, all I ask of you is that you carefully 

consider Zoe's feelings, she is my daughter and I am worried for her. This has 

been a terrible time for all of us, I would not like it if the situation worsened. I 

know that I should be the last person giving you advice after what I have done … 

but I have the benefit of being outside this.” John said “Michelle, I understand 
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your concern and thank you for what you have done, I have considered what you 

have told me and will be careful concerning how I proceed. In any case you 

already know everything about the situation with Madeline and I will see to it that 

you are kept up-to-date on anything that happens. I also intend to tell Zoe 

everything when I can sit down and talk with her. Also, as bad as it may look, you 

have the right to also tell her anything concerning the situation. I want to be 

completely honest with You and Zoe … there will be no secrets between us.” John 

stood up and walked over to Michele, as he embraced her he said “Michelle, I only 

wish that we could have talked like this when we were married … I am sure things 

would have been different between us. Please do not be to hard on yourself 

concerning the past. As I told you previously … there is more than enough blame 

to go around … I also acted 'very' badly towards you … in fact it was 'unchristian', 

the way I behaved. It is just too bad that we had to have this terrible catastrophe 

befall us, before we understood each other.” Michelle embraced John in return and 

then kissed him on the side of his face. She said “John, thank you for the kind 

words … but it really was mostly my fault and I have to take most of the blame. I 

am just so happy that we could work together now … as a family … Tyler, myself, 

Zoe, Cassandra and now Madeline.” John said “Michelle, you have made me the 

happiest person tonight … more than I deserve to be … God has answered my 

prayers … I just pray for Zoe ….” “And I too” said Michelle. As they both released 

their embrace, John returned to his room and Michelle the hers. 
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When Michelle entered the room she was smiling. Tyler asked what had happened 

and Michelle laid down next to him, put her head on his shoulder and said “I will 

tell you the entire story my love” she passionately kissed him and then began 

talking. As John entered his bedroom he saw Madeline sitting in the chair next to 

Cassandra. She was still awake but was smiling. John walked over to the chair 

and got down on his knees. He grasped Madeline's face with his two hands and 

looked her in the eyes and said “my dear Madeline … we have listened to each 

others conversations and hopefully both of us have learned a good lesson. In any 

relationship … father and daughter … husband and wife … in fact one's entire 

family … it is always better to say what is on our minds. As much as I wanted to 

be truthful with you … I found it hard to discuss your fear of sleeping alone and I 

think you found it hard to talk to me about it. If we are to be happy in the future 

… we must discuss these things. It is a lot easier to conquer such feelings … for 

example, temptation or jealousy … when two work at it together. This is a lesson 

that we should have learned tonight and which Zoe has yet to understand.” 

Madeline looked at Johns eyes with a longing to take him in her arms … and while 

he recognized what she was thinking, he did not want to embarrass her by saying 

anything. Madeline than said “John I have had such feelings about you that I have 

been afraid to speak of, but please know that I could never dishonor you or your 

family by acting in such a way. In the future, I promise you that we can talk 

about everything that we are thinking. In fact I will talk to Zoe about my feelings 

if she would let me. Being part of a family is the most important thing in my life 
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next to God and I will not destroy that with jealous thoughts or the passions of 

temptation.” John said “Madeline … I am proud of you … you have made me 'very' 

happy … and now we must get to sleep. Just remember this moment regardless 

of what happens tomorrow. Your are part of our family and we all love you … and 

we will always be there for you.” Madeline closed her eyes and said “John no one 

has ever treated me so kindly … I will remember this night … whatever happens … 

for the rest of my life.” Then as she moved her face towards his, she kissed him 

once and said, I am sorry … just something to remember you by … I will never do 

this again.” Then she released her grasp and opened her eyes … he removed his 

hands from her face and stood up and said “Madeline … if only circumstances 

were different … but that is the way life is … it's God's will.” Madeline said “John, I 

understand everything … I would not have it any other way … and if I were in 

Zoe's place, I would be so happy to have a man who loved her the way that you 

do.” Madeline then got up and walked over to the small altar she had set up in the 

corner of his room. She lit one of the candles from the church and placed it next 

to the Icon. She got down on her knees and prayed, after prostrating herself she 

said, thank you God for all that you have given me … but most of all for my 

family.” John crossed himself and said “amen”.  They both were tired and quickly 

fell asleep.
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