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SPEAKING OUT 
FSIN calls fop public inquiry into 
Native youth abuse at facility ^ 

Kilbum Hall, a 48-bed youth detention centre in 
Saskatoon, has come under fire after Youth Court 
Judge Mary-Ellen Turpel-Lafond reviewed charges 
that youth workers used excessive force on a 17-year 
old Native youth being detained in an isolation cell. 
The judge acquitted the youth of two charges stem- • 
ming from the incident, assault and uttering a threat. 

In a 42-page decision the Native judge said other 
methods must be used before forceful restraint is 

“This policy of silencing building noise and securing 
the facility by using extraordinary physical restraints 
is not a prescribed policy. Itisanadhoc practice which 
is at odds with the other policies in place.” 

The judge also wrote that an assault may have 
taken place “but not by the youth. “ 

The treatment of the youths by workers raises 
“basic human-rights issues” wrote the judge. In the 
past, blankets and mattresses were taken away to 
ensure compliance by the inmates, and isolation cells 
were also used as a form of punishment. 

The judge also stated that because of the high 
incarceration rate among Natives "care must be taken 
.Aboriginal youth in a spirit of under- 

w have input on equa 

standing their often tragic personal circumstances.” 
The Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations 

(FSIN) has called for a public inquiry into the prov¬ 
ince’s youth detention centres and their practices. 

Vice-Chief Lawrence Joseph is in charge of the 
FSIN Justice portfolio. It was his memo calling for a 
public inquiry that caught the attention of news 
organizations and sparked the government, facing an 
election, to offer a meeting with Harry Van Mulligen, 
Minister of Social Services. 

“It was a preliminary meeting to discuss what we 
can do because we’re just not included in any decision 
making areas in regards to corrections in the province 
of Saskatchewan,” says Joseph. “It’s something that’s 
an ongoing irritant for First Nations people.” 

Joseph says that the government will provide fund¬ 
ing for an FSIN youth coordinator to provide a link 
between family services and the youth justice system 
and serve on committees to address youth custody 
concerns, including the use and type of restraints. 
‘The severity of the application of some of these 
restraints is really quite medieval,” says Joseph. 
“We’ll be involved in monitoring or regulating the use 
of restraints wherever possible.” Another possibility 
is to have the FSIN involved in the management of 
custody facilities and the possibility of using tradi¬ 
tional customs and understandings for youth who 
become violent. This is an important step, says Joseph, 
for Natives to have a say in the way Native youth are 
dealt with. ‘There’s no inclusion and now they’ve 
committed to me in writing that there will be an open 
door for our people to get into the management of 
these facilities.” 

Natives will also be included on provincial youth 

offender forums and will no 
terms with provincial justi< 
sentatives from the Department of Social Service 
The FSIN official also noted that the minister h; 
promised a visit to every facility with FSIN officials to 
asses the conditions and concerns of those detained 
there. 

Other possibilities include a review of the number of 
First Nations people working in the field of correc¬ 
tions and to explore with the province and Corrections 
Canada the possibility of creating jobs for Natives in 
that area. Joseph adds that he is also looking at a First 
Nations justice system, including policing and courts, 
based on Aboriginal understanding of treaty rights 
and treaty promises. 

“We plan to launch a think tank to incorporate all 
the factions, all the facets in corrections and healing,” 
says Joseph. 

A first step at Kilbum Hall will be the hiring of afull 
time elder cultural coordinator, supplied by the 
Saskatoon Tribal Council and the creation of a com¬ 
munity advisory board to ensure Native input. FSIN 
also will participate in joint planning for youth and 
youth offender services. 

Changes are needed in the system, says Joseph, 
those changes will take time but change will 01 
because it must. 

“Under section 718 of the Criminal Code it’s clearly 
expressed that when Aboriginal people come in front 
of the judge the last option is supposed to be incarcera¬ 
tion but it’s the other way around. It seems that the 
only option judges have in their books is to' sentence, 
people to jail with no alternate measures. We have toj 
change that. Our jails are full of First Nations people 
When you send people to correctional facilities, these 
are not correctional facilities, these are unive—:*’“ 
for more crime and it needs to be addressed.” 

With more Native input and plans for a Native 
justice system being developed, Joseph hopes that the 
future will be brighter regarding the dismal incar¬ 
ceration rate of Natives. 

I'i'O- 

$ QUICK CASH $ 
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For a copy of the Guide or other materials you may find 
useful about the health of your children, please call 

National Aboriginal Day 
takes place June 21 
by John Copley 

June 21 is National Aboriginal Day. And true to its 
mandate, the special day of recognition, designed to 
promote the rich cultural diversity of Canada’s Native 
populations, is indeed a day to celebrate. It didn’t happen 
overnight, thus all the more reason to appreciate the significance of its design. 
First launched in 1996, National Aboriginal Day actually got its start a long time 
before that. In fact, it was back in 1982 when the National Indian Brotherhood 
(NIB), now known as the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), first introduced the 

""" ipaign to secure a special day of recognition for Canada’s ;‘ducationaT‘afternoon' 
° n . „„„ On Sunday, June 20, the Alberta Legislature grounds will be the site of ye 

another Aboriginal celebration. The day, which begins at 9:00 a.m., will featui 
a special pipe ceremony as well as crafts displays, children’s activities, an Elder 
meeting area, a Metis village, food vendors, a traditional tipi and a fashion shov 
The events conclude at 7:00 p.m. 

: are persons of mixed First Natioi 
from the Metis community of West 

: Aboriginal ancestry who identify then 

are the Aboriginal inhabitants of northern Canada, who re 
parallel and in Northern Quebec and Labrador." 

T ake in an event or two this year—there are no shortage of celebrations. In fact, 
the one day event is being met with three days of celebration, beginning on 
Saturday June 19. That’s when the Edmonton-based Provincial Museum of 
Alberta and the Syncrude Gallery of Aboriginal Culture get involved. The latter 
offers a unique storytelling approach to Aboriginal culture and historical fact and 
is a must-see attraction for every student working in a Native Studies program. 
The Provincial Museum will host an array of storytellers, performers and artists 

gathering of talent that promises both a fun-filled and 

Indigenous peoples. At the time the NIB’s plan was to incorporate June 21, the 
first day of the summer solstice, as National Aboriginal Solidarity Day. 

Thirteen years later the idea for a special day of recognition surfaced again, this 
time with the backing of many organizations and government bodies now in 
favour of promoting the concept. In 1995, participants of the Sacred Assembly, a 

iional meeting of peo 
pies held in Hull, Quebec 
and organized by MP 
Elijah Harper, called once 

r again for a national day 
that would recognize the 
contributions of Canada's 
Indigenous peoples. One 
year later Aboriginal Day 

' lunched across the 

A healthy 
is a siror 

i Aboriginal people have 
, made to Canada’s growth, 
r and by appreciating and 
I recognizing the Aborigi¬ 

nal community for what 
U it is, a rich and culturally 

l, First Natioi 
I - (formerly called Indians), 
1 Metis and Inuit fall un¬ 

der the general term, Abo¬ 
riginal. “Although these 
groups have much in com¬ 
mon,” says DIAND, “they 
are separate peoples with 
unique heritages, lan¬ 
guages, cultural prac¬ 
tices, and spiritual” be¬ 
liefs. 

‘First Nations,” they 
add, “is the term many 

I Indian people in Canada 
are choosing to describe 
themselves. FirstNations 
people include Status In¬ 
dians and Non-Status In¬ 
dians. Status Indians are 
people who are registered 
or entitled to be registered t- as Indians under the In¬ 
dian Act, and Non-Status 
Indians are people of In¬ 
dian ancestry who are not 
registered as Indians or 
who have lost their right 
to be registered underthe 

An investment in the health of our children 
for today and tomorrow. 

• In the 1999 Budget, the Government of Canada demon¬ 
strated its commitment to improve the health of pregnant 
women and their babies. 

• The Canada Prenatal Nutrition Program already funds 
280 community-based projects across Canada, and in 
400 First Nations and Inuit communities. The Program 
offers 20,000 pregnant women the support they need 
to give their babies a healthy start in life. 

• Now with additional funding of $75 million over three 
years, more than 35,000 Canadian women whose health 
or whose baby's health is at risk will benefit from this 
investment in communities all across Canada. 

• The new funding will make it possible to increase efforts 
to prevent Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, the leading cause 
of preventable birth defects in children. 

• There are a lot of other ways to give our children a good 
start in life. For details about this and all of the other 
services for children, call for your free copy of the Guide 
to Federal Programs and Sen/ices for Children and Youth. 

1 800 O-Canada 
(1 800 622-6232), 

1 800 465-7735 
or visit our Web site at: 

www.canada.gc.ca 

Canada 



Residential schoo! 
lawsuits number 
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cases across Canada, but primarily western Canada. 
“We really cover the full gamut of these cases and I 
think that’s another reason why we have so many 
First Nation clients coming forward with this kind of 
case, because the knowledge we have in Ontario is 
beneficial to the way we handle things in Alberta.” 

Merchant says there are two types of people seeking 
compensation from the residential schools. The ma- 

TROUBLE WITH DEBTS? WE CAN HELP! 
♦ a consumer repayment program 

Take the first step. Call for your free assessment: 

Call Calgary, AB: (403) 265-2201 
Edmonton, AB: (780) 423-5265 

Toll Free: 1-888-294-0076 

4 
The Chief and Council would like to 
congratulate the 1999 graduates of 

Chief Taylor School and Eagleview School. 
We wish you continued success 

in all your future endeavours 

eyes of the court and feels there is legal opinion to I 
back him in saying that even though February 28 was | 
the deadline under the new limitations in Alberta, 
there is a two-year window to still file claims. 

“For our clients we pay everything,” observes Mer¬ 
chant. “If we collect nothing they pay nothing, so 
there’s no (monetary) risk for the client.” Merchant 
takes the view that while many law firms have con- 

Continued on page 21 



Alberta Native News June, 1999 

Canada’s First Peoples come first 
The Auto Acceptance Group is a Used Automobile Dealership that caters 

strictly to First Nations and Mgtis communities.' The dealership was established 
in 1994. The owner, Mr. Andrew Snow has been in the car business for the past 
thirteen years. He employs a full time secretary, Gina, as well as a part time 
secretary, Jamie, and two full time delivery drivers, Bert and Larry. 

The Auto Acceptance Group has delivered vehicles co many different commu¬ 
nities in provinces all across Canada. 

"I also employ people on reserve such as my new associate, Teny Bourque, 
from the Buffalo Lake M6tis Settlement in Alberta. Mr. Bourque has quickly 
become a tremendous influence on the growth of our business” states Andrew 
Snow in respect to his commitment to involving Aboriginal people in the day to 
day operation of his business. 

Auto Acceptance maintains an inventory of more than 500 vehicles on hand 
and ready for immediate delivery, including a large variety of cars, trucks, vans, 
sport utility vehicles and 4x4's. 

“Due to the nature of road conditions in some rural areas we specialize in 
trucks” says Snow. “If it's a truck you want, I am sure we have the one you’re 
looking for.” 

The Auto Acceptance Group staff understand that many of the customers have 
time restrictions so they take applications overthe phone, find a vehicle suitable forthe 
customer’s needs and arrange for low monthly payments. They also have special 

DON’T TAKE THEIR WORD FOR IT. 
Just ask someone who has received his automoble from Auto Acceptance Group. These arejust 
some of the comments his clients have made... 

■ "I couldn’t be happierwith my new car and I couldn’t be happierwith the way Auto Acceptance 
treated me. They made buying a car easy. No hassles.” Diane Alexander, Roseau River First 
Nation, MB 
■ "Auto Acceptance Group took my information and gave me the truck I needed. I’d recommend 
anyone to call Andrew if they need a vehicle.” Brenda Seesequais, Duck Lake, SK 
• “You don’t have to jump through hoops to make a deal at Auto Acceptance. They matched my 
needs and my budget and now I’m driving the mini van I wanted.” Vidal Frencheater, Morley, AB 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE 

programs for individuals 
who have had credit prob¬ 
lems or are just establishing 
theircred it forthe first time. 

“We guarantee a re¬ 
sponse on your applica- 

less and then an amazing 
next day delivery of your 
vehicle,” Snow informs us. 

“EveryoneatAutoAc- 

nately Andrew Snow cannot get out on the road to meet his customers personally 
asmuchashewould like, but hestillwould like to thankall past and future customer 
forgiving him this opportunity to serve Aboriginal and M6tis communities. 

“I've learned that providinga high level ofservice to my Aboriginal clients is nc 
only good business but a privilege” explains Snow. “I speak for everyone at Aut 
Acceptance group when I say, for us, Canada’s First Peoples are first with us.” 

OVER 300 TRUCKS IN STOCK!!! TAKE OVER PAYM ENTS 
O ALL MAKES AND MODELS O BUY HERE PAY HERE! O WE TAKE TRADES O PAYMENTS STARTING AT $39 PER WEEK O 
O OVER S00 TRUCKS, CARS & VANS TO CHOOSE FROM O OUT OF TOWN? CALL TOLL FREE AND WE WILL DEUVER O 

★ 1-800-447-0744 ★ 
SUPER CABS 

$79 per wee 

\ SMALL PICKUPS 

$49 per 

CREW CABS 

$79 per, 

FRONT WHEEL DRIVE VANS 

$69 per week 

ALL WHEEL DRIVE VANS 

$69 per week 

[-DOOR HATCHBACKS 

$39 per’ 

NO CREDIT APPLICATION REFUSED!! O-A.C. 

CREDIT APPLICATION 
r ■■. Truck: New: Used: 

Doyou presendyownavehide? Yes No 

Year Mak« Kms Dovouwishtotradethisvehiefe? Yes_No_ 

What do you hope t « f«r thU trade? * Amount of down payment you are able to give $ 
(last) 

Kri^ 

fRanrL 
-—- 

Status No.: ____ 

Present Address- 
WoHr Phone No.: 

■ --E-5- 

Address: 
How Long? 

Haveyouhadanypreviouscredit?Yes .No- 

•eport, and the dealer 
or personal investigation; and 3. Release infonuawwii 

Fax Back to: (204) 224-4310 

cy and completeness of the foregoing i 
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Poundmaker claims under 
provincial investigation 
by John Copley 

CUui, 

©aaao 
• 50 Regular Games 

• 2 Bonanzas 
• 1 Odd/Even 
• 2 Early Birds 

Satellite Bingo played nightly at 9:00 p. 

3414-118 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 

(780)474-4670 

ment, formerly Alberta Labour, confirmed that an 
investigation was underway. 

“We do have a number of complaints about employ¬ 
ment standards at Poundmaker’s Lodge and we are 
going to be investigating those," he said. 

One of the central figures since the March dispute 
has been Dave LaSwisse, the former cultural and 
program coordinator at the Institute. Unwavering in 
his desire to see the issue resolved, LaSwisse, one of 
those who marched on the Legislature, said that he 
and other former staffers “stand up for what we 
believe in. What we saw happening there was not 
right. We are not going to go away.” 

The current investigation is looking into claims 
that Poundmaker management fired staff without 
giving proper notice. The investigation is also looking 
into allegations that employees had difficulty in re¬ 
ceiving their pay cheques. Staff also claimed that the 
records of employment needed to claim unemploy- needed to cl _ 

benefits were withheld for unreason- 

In the four months that have passed since the 18 
staffers launched their court action, many 

have gone on to other jobs and have no desire to return 
to Poundmaker’s. They are, however, determined to 
see their concerns addressed. 

“Most people have accepted the change,” remarked 
LaSwisse, in recent comments to media. “Life moves 

tK 

NEXT SPECIAL 
SATURDAY, JULY 17 

| IOOMEPOT -J&' CRYSTAL BALL | 

■H El: Mil 

^LOONIE ^ ^ 461-1295 ^ 

Former staff members and managers of the St. 
Albert-based Poundmaker Institute have succeeded 
in their quest for an investigation into their allega¬ 
tions of corruption and illegal termination of staff at 
the world renowned institute. 

Problems at the drug and alcohol treatment centre 
began in mid-March when disgruntled staff members 
turned up at the Alberta Legislature to draw atten¬ 
tion to their plight. The group demanded an inde¬ 
pendent forensic audit, the reinstatement of several 
staff members who’d been fired and the resignations 
of Executive Director Barb Budesheim and the board 
of dirt 

Since that time the matter has received a lot of local 
media coverage and was even discussed in the Legis¬ 
lature. As a result Human Resources and Employ¬ 
ment Alberta have launched an investigation into the 
complaints. 

Dave Hennig, a spokesperson for the new depart- 

brought the matter before the Alberta Legislature 
Minister of Community Development Shirley 
McClellan was asked whether or not she intended to 
call for an audit. She replied that “before I would ask 
for a forensic audit I would want to have some basis 
for doing so. As far as the audit, Mr. Speaker, there 
will be an audit as there is each year, and I can tell the 
honourable member that there will be a financial 
audit done at the year-end, and that it will be done by 
an independent auditor.” 

The fiscal year ended on April 1, and no improprie¬ 
ties in the audit have been announced as this newspa¬ 
per goes to press. 

A simultaneous court action initiated by former 
Poundmaker Director Pat Shirt and Hobbema attor¬ 
ney, Willie Littlechild, one of the original members of 
the Poundmaker Board of Directors, has called for an 
injunction against the current board and CEO 
Budesheim. The complainants are still awaitingthdir 

The Poundmaker’s Society has been advertising for 
a new executive director but, according to staff, no one 
has been hired. 

REGULAR GAMES 
Half the House Games 

1 BONANZA - 1 Early Bird 
1 ODD EVEN Game 

AFTERNOONS 
12:45 p.m. Early Bird 1:00 Pre-Call 

1:30 Regular 

EVENING GAMES 
Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 

7 p.m. Bonanza Pre-Call 7:30 Regular 
Regular and Gold Cards 

OVER 110 SATELLITE WINNERS TO DATE 

APID 5904 ’50 5t"Leduc'AB 
Loonie Pot Hot Line 

— ^ (750) 986-2161 

(780) 986-2112 

Why not host a casino 
in Red Deer at 

Newly Renovated Facility 

is available at your 
convenience to present 
this NO RISK fund-raising 
event to your organization 

Calgary Location: 4040B Blackfoot Trail S.E. 
~ expanding 11,000 square feet, 

opening early Fall 1999 

Bflrcp, 
WHERE THE PRIZES GROW WITH YOU ' 

Next Special Thursday, July 1, 1999 
• 5 extra door prises . King & Queen both events 

• $2500“ guaranteed bonania (evening event only) 
Next Special Monday, August 2, 1999 

d: 6:30 (e rash: 5:15 PreCall: 6:15 Earl 
• NEW - Glass Enclosed Nc 

(Iternoon limes: Cash 11:15 a.m. PreCall: 12 15 p.m. Earlybird: 12:30 p.m. 
FRI, SAT, 8 SUN. AFTERNOON 8 MOST STAT HOLIDAYS 

Good Neighbour Every Tuesday Seniors Discount Every Evenl J 
Odd/Even Gome Every Event 

Discount Bonanza, Wednesdays, Fridays, Sundays, Evenings 5:15 - 6:30 p.m j 
'ackage Deals Monday, Thursday, Saturday Evenings 5:15 - 6:15 pm 

Town & County Bingo Association 
(across the tracks) 5518 - 48 St., St. Paul, AB 

(403) 645-3464 Security on Premises ' 

RED BARN BINGO ASSOCIATION 
25 Chisholm Avenue, St. Albert, Alberta • (780) 459-9616 

OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK ■ DOORS OPEN AT 4:00 P.M. 
EARLY BIRDS AT 6:00 P.M. ■ REGULAR GAMES AT 7:00 P 
■ 50 Regular Games ■ Budget, Regular & Gold Cards 
• 3 Early Birds ■ 2 Bonanzas ■ 1 Odd/Even ■ Loonie Pots 

Mondays: ALL YOU CAN PLAY Regular Cards for only S10.00 
Tuesdays: Seniors 60 years of age and older pay I/2 price. Also. J 

compliments of the concession seniors get 50%-off coupon for 
Wednesdays: Free Playoff Game for $500.00 
Fridays: $ I 88 meal compliments of concession for players up to 6:30 
Saturdays. Free meal for first 150 customers or up to 6:30 p. 



- 

Alberta Native News June, 1999 

Tax exempt status put off in Ontario court 
by Ennis Morri 

An Ontario First Nation woman will have to wait a 
little longer, as will the rest of Canada, to see whether 
or not her attempt to win tax exempt status through 
the courts has been successful. 

The case involves Rachel Shilling, a Toronto social 
worker and member of the Orillia-based Rama First 
Nation. Though living and working off-reserve, Shil¬ 
ling has asked the Federal Court to exempt her from 
paying taxes. In her statement of claim, Shilling says 
that because her employer is a First Nation-based 
business she should qualify for the exempt status. 
Revenue Canada disagrees. 

A decision on the matter, w 

major implications should I' 

Show some skin. 

The Bushpilot Jacket 
Cool cowhide with elder’ beaded 
floral sleeve accent. Available in: 
navy, black, espresso, grape and 

fire red. Sz: small to x-large. $325 

Only at Nats'enelu. 
Dene made. Dene proud. 

Order by phone, or check out our website 
collection and order by e-mail. 

http://www.natsenelu.com 

At Nats'enelu we specialize in: 
Traditional tanned moose and cowhide jackets 

Accessories far the bush / leisure 
Collectible Dene dolls and much morel 

Phone: 1-867-695-2858 
Fax: 1-867-695-3062 

IMWENEIV 
“In the spirit of the Deh Cho” 

Hhsssji 
1998 ADVANCE 

SHS. 

Ip 

SE* 
10498- 17 Street 

Edmonton, AB • T6P 1V8 
(780) 467-8891 

Fax: (780) 467-0950 

Toll Free: 1-800-661-3238 

Dealer tor**S5T 

'J£23fcEr 
Moro AC4 pump. 
Ready to work! 

New 1998 Freightliner 
FL112 Vacuum Truck 
82 BBL. - TC350 Tank, 

Hibon 1400 CFM 
Blower, hoist, vibrator, 
rear door. Ready to go! 
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Creations by 'Tlerna 
high school or college graduate. 

Berna’s Aboriginal designed 
garments and accessories add to 
the beauty of traditional events, 
dances and ceremonies. Keep the 
spirit strong and feel the pride of 
wearing her lovingly made traditional 
Dene and Metis clothing. 

Creations by rBerna is 100% 
northern owned and operated. 
Established in May, 1996 and 
located in Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories, the company is managed 
by owner and seamstress Berna 
Beaulieu. The company employs a 
number of highly skilled artisans in 
specialty areas such as beadwork 
and embroidery. 

Creations by Derna 
is open from 8:30 to 5:00 

Monday to Friday 
Please call us to make 

an appointment 

(867) 873-2054 
or fax (867) 920-4608 

Jashions v 1 Traditional Touch 
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Salutiig Native Crads 
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John Kim Bell receives 
special honour from II of A 
by John Copley 

WE BUY SHED ANTLERS • CALL FOR DETAILS 

ISKATEWIZAAGEGAN NO. 39 INDEPENDENT FIRST NATION 

Tel: (807) 733-2560 

Chief: John 
Councillors: 

• Jim Holmstrom 
• Charlene Mandamin 

’~7he OUie(,(>.oun*H and 'Hand 
to eont/rnlnlnte I he folloioint/ 

• Kyler Greene 
• Jeff Hunter 
• David Kejick 
• Alex Letander 

• Serena Lewis 
• Bruce Mandamin 
• Cheryl Mandami 
• Fawn Wapioke 

lilt with t/ott eontinned stleeesi in 
(''Don't tleiiih and deioe - t/one / 
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Richards Lumber 
Co. Ltd 
"Committed 

to Quality 

and Service 

For Over 

40 Years" 

(780) 523-3696 
High Prairie • Alberta 

The 12 page resource list provided 
Guide for Daily Living booklet offers re; 
selection of books, videos, organizations and many 

available in Canada, 
Elspeth Ross, a parent and researcher with ACC 

sums the book up nicely when she says that “this 
guide, with its national resources is a starting point 

We congratulate all 1999 Grads. We wish you continued 
success in all your future endeavours... 

from the management and staff 

Cjt CLASSIC 
r*0 ELECTRIC 

RESIDENTIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 
(Fire alarm installations, maintenance & inspections) 

24 Hour Service 
(780) 624-5749 

<aHon,e/> 

' .Q" 
Franciscan Sisters 

Benevolent Society 

»■ Beginner Sewing 
8- Sewing & Quilting Notions 
9- Tame That Serger 
} Fleece & Outerwear 
»• Quilting 
»■ Western Shirts 

Kid's Classes Friday Afternoon! 

Native community 
30% off all fringe 

40% off all string sequins etc. 

205, 3rd Avenue • Cochranf 
Phone/Fax 



12 Alberta Native News June, 1999 

A Story of the Legendary Memekwesiwuk is provided by 
the Lac La Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource Unit who are 
dedicated to providing quality educational resources to all 
the people of the First Nations. 

A Story of the Legendary 
Memekwesiwuk 
Collected and Illustrated by James Ratt. Told by Ida Ratt 

Have you ever heard stories of the Memekwesiwuk? They were believed 
to be powerful medicine men who lived among the cliffs along rocky shores. 
Some people say that they were lost souls who inhabited our world. The 
elders who have seen the Memekwesiwuk offered them tobacco. They 
placed the tobacco in a crack in the cliff. This ensured that they would get 
calm waters for travelling. The Memekwesiwuk had the power to cause 
rough waters but an offering given to them would gain someone their 
protection. 

These strange creatures were a nuisance to some people in the old days 
because they would steal fish from the nets of the people. Usually they 
would cut up the nets when they stole the fish and a ruined net caused 
much work for the women of the lodge. 

An old man had this happen to 
his nets and he was angry at the 
mischief of the Memekwesiwuk. 
So, one night he paddled his ca¬ 
noe out on the lake where he had 
sethisfishnets.He watched these 
strange creatures come out of the 
cliffs in their canoe and allowed 
them to approach the nets. Then 
he positioned his canoe between 
the cliffs and the nets and waited 
for them to return. When the 
Memek- wesiwuk returned with 
their load of fish, the old man 
grabbed the bow of their canoe 
when they came by. 

...have a safe jou 

“SINCE 1953” 

row visitors and participants 

(403) 479-1714 

CENTRAL ALBERTA MEAT CO. LTD. 

12165 FORT ROAD 
Edmonton, Alberta 

• Best Garlic Sausage in Alberta • Full Line of Fresh Meats 
• Wild Game Processing • Best Selection & Prices on Luncheon Meat 
• Fund Raising Programs • Wholesale & Retail • Freezer Paks • Jerky 

Congratulations to our First Grade 12 Graduates 

Sidney Sewepagaham 
Vernon Auger 

from the staff of 

2)W SPtalUe iPchod 

Bag 700, High Level, 
Alberta TOH 1Z0 

Phone: (780) 759-3772 
Fax: (780) 759-3890 

EAGLES RULE! 

IT TAKES A WHOLE COMMUNITY TO EDUCATE A CHILD'. 
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The Memekwesiwuk fell to the bottom of their canoe because they were 
very ashamed of their faces. The old fisherman told them to sit up in the 

r-canoe but they replied that they did not want him to see their faces because 
they didn’t look like humans. The old man told them he knew what they 
looked like because he had seen them in his dreams. The Memekwesiwuk 
took their hands off their faces and sat up in their canoe. To the old man’s 
astonishment, they had no noses! 

The old man scolded them, “I don’t mind you taking the fish from my nets, 
Memekwesiwuk, but when you cut my nets it takes many days to have 
them repaired and often my children go hungry.” 

The Memekwesiwuk told him that they were sorry to have caused him 
so much hardship. 

“I want you to promise me that you won’t cut up my fish nets again,” the 
old man told the Memekwesiwuk. The two medicine men swore that they 
would never again cut his nets up. 

With that promise the old man let go of their canoe and they paddled off 
towards the cliff. 

WHOLESALE SPORTS ,M.%L„0nRDBESBDln^°» 

WHOLESALE SPORTS OUTDOOR OUTFITTERS 

Alberta's Largest Selection ol FISHING, HUNTING & CAMPING EQUIPMENT Under One Rool! 
Ph. (780) 477-3737 12505 - 97 Street, Edmonton, AB 
Ph. (403) 253-5566 225 - 58 Avenue S.E., Calgary, AB 
Ph.(306) 931-4475 #3,401 - 46 Street East, Saskatoon, SK 

The Memekwesiwuk paddled fast towards the cliff they lived in. Their 
canoe bounced off the face of the cliff because it had lost its power where 
the old man had 
touched it. ’the 
medicine men 
turned their ca¬ 
noe around and 
paddled to the 
cliff again and 
this time they 
disappeared into 
the rock. When 
they got inside 
their caves, the 
old man heard 
them laughing 
about their expe¬ 
rience. The old 
fisherman never 
had a damaged 
net from that 

9th ANNUAL ELDERS & YOUTH CONFERENCE 

AUGUST 2 - 7, 1999 
Registration Fee $50.00 includes the following: 

• All meals 
• Access to all workshops 

~ Womens & mens healing circle 
~ Drug and alcohol awareness 
~ Other various topics 

• Recreational activities include: 
- Native Dancing 
~ Air Band 
- Dance 
~ Skits 
- Giveaway 

Master of Ceremonies: Don Burnstick 

(Camping Spaces Available) 

For further information pieast contact: 

Freda Letendre/Lottie Paul at 
Phone (780) 356-3013 • Fax (780) 356-2587 

Gail Horseman or Darlene Horseman at 
Phone (780) 356-2248 • Fax (780) 356-3666 

P. O. Box 303, H> the, Alberta T0H 2C0 
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ANDERSON DENTURE CLINIC 

GUY LETRUD - Certified Denturist 
Full Dentures - Partial Dentures 

Relines - Repairs (q* 

May the Great Spirit give us the wisdom and 
patience to guide our youth on their journey 

through life... We congratulate all our graduates 
on their accomplishments, from 

Fort Me Murray 

111 Catholic Schools 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
(Father Patrick Mercredi Community 

High School) 

Justin Bourque 
Lori Cyprien 

Philip Fitzpatrick 
Justin Herman 
Chris Hodgson 

Starlee Hurshman 
Corey Janvier 
Bobby Knibb 

Anthony Ladouceur 
Melanie Marquis 

Joanne McKenzie 
Natasha McKenzie 
Mitchell Mercredi 

Gregory Reid 
Jody White IPhone (780) 799-5725 • Fax (780) 799-5740 

Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 1T7 

EDMONTON (MAIN) LOCATION 

13475-FORT ROAD 

PH: (780) 472-2850 Fax: (780) 476-6686 

ENJOY THE POU/W/OlV SEASON! 
▲•▲•▲•▲•▲•▲•▲•▲•▲•A 

We take this opportunity to 
congratulate all Native graduates 

on their accomplishments. 
Continued success in the future, 

from 

"T7' TELUS 

The Alberta Teachers Association 
extends congratulations and best wishes 

to all Aboriginal students who arc 
graduating from high schools, colleges, 

and universities. Continued success 
in all your endeavours. 

110 - 142 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
(780) 453-2411 

Best wishes for a safe and happy graduation 
to all the Aboriginal students, from 

ARTIC CANADA TRADING CO. LTD. 
Suppliers for: 

FORT MCPHERSON TENT & CANVAS 
Phone 867-873-3891 

Fax 867-669-9426 

We autgiatuHate aM Altmigiuai 
poal-oeauidatuj gtadualeo on 

youii acauupiitUMeulo! 
Continued oucceoo ut atl 
yowi kutioie eudeavewial 

h>uuti the 
Management and Staff 

oh Ike 
Wetaskiwin, Leduc, Devon, Stony Plain, 

Spruce Grove, Morinville, Westlock, 
Slave Lake, Whitecourt, 
St. Paul and Wainwright 

J 
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The Powwow TrciiL 

H44 daCute tde tiaid looxh and dedication 

of tlie fiowurotu oxganizen. 

domfitimenti. of eSyCoia at 

Q. <^f-. <zzA/[at(z 

ZCfL 

CREDIT PROBLEMS7 
CANT GET CREDIT? 

ie: 800-1200 1200-1500 1500-2000 Oi 
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Pom7ivom7 Guide 

i^miestival 

^y%Vo9Zr. 

BATCHEWANA FIRST NATION 
11 th Annual 

Traditional Powwow 

"Honoring The Elders" 
September 10,11,12,1999 

HOSTDRUM 
KINGBIRDS 

Red Lake, Minnesota 

INVITED DRUMS 
HIGH NOON SINGERS 

Hobbema, Alberta 

M.C. ~ EUGENE CARDINAL, Kebewin, Alberta 

HEAD MALE DANCER 
WAVNE CLELAND 
Pontiac, Michigan 

HEAD VETERAN 
GEORGE MARTIN 
Lansing, Michigan 

HEAD FEMALE DANCER 
KRVSTAL ABLE 

West Bay, Ontario 

TRADERS FEES 
$100/weekend or $50 per day 
• Special Fry Bread Contest • 

COMMITTEE DANCE SPECIALS lilt 
MEN'S & WOMEN'S TRADITIONAL, GRASS, AND JINGLE 

First $1000 • Second $ 700 • Third $ 300 

All Dancers welcome! 
ims for the first 10 drum registered 

• Sponsored by the Batchewana First Nation Cultural Committee 
• Native Traders Only Please III! 
• Absolutely No Drugs or Alcohol 

For more intormation contact Trevor Sayers at (705) 759-0914 or 
via e-maii at tsayers@batchewana.ca 

(306) 934-4706 

SEPTEMBER 
September 10- 12, 1 
• Batchewana First Na 

Sault St. Marie, ON 
(705) 759-0914 
(See ad this page) 

1999 COMPETITON POWWOW 
(in cooperation with the Lac La Biche Powwow Association) 

July 30, July 31 and August 1, 1999 • Lac La Biche, Alberta 

“A Vision of Unity” 
Powwow Grounds are right in Lac La Biche at the Arbor 

$45,000 in Prizes 
Full camping services available! 

For more information contact: 780-623-4549 - James Gladue 
For other Powwow Days/Activities please call (780) 623-4255 

At Stony Plain 
(Alberta) 

Exhibition Park 

JULY 30, 31, and Augus 
PARKING LOT PICKING 

24 HR. SECURITY • FIRST AID • P 

1999 

I LIQUOR 
Featuring Mac Wiseman, Liberty Bluegrass, Nickel Creek, Nitchi Creek & many oth 

BRING YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND LAWNCHAIRS 
For Further Information call: (780) 963-4181,967-5985, 968-2088 

TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-JAMMING (526-6464) 

AAAAAAAAAAAi 
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Treaty Six Powwow 
attracts huge numbers 
by John Copley 

At the end of last month Alberta’s Confederacy of 
Treaty Six First Nations (CTSFN) launched the coun¬ 
try’s first national competition powwow. The venture, 
initiated, organized and administered by numerous 
individuals from within the 17 Treaty Six-member 
Nations, took place in the huge Agricom facility in 
Edmonton’s Northlands Park. Other event sponsors 
included the City of Edmonton and the federal De¬ 
partment of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop¬ 
ment (DIAND). 

“It was a very big success," said Henry Moosepayo, 
whose duties, among other things, were to record and 
archive the names of the winners of the numerous 
categories available during the three-day event. 
Moosepayo, a member of the Kehewin First Nation, 
located near Bonnyville, Alberta, said everyone in¬ 
volved was elated with the turnout and the weather 

“You can’t go wrong when the event is held indoors," 
he said. “And I guess it's probably a good thing too, 
because the weather was anything but good.” 

About 1,000 dancers and drummers from across the 
prairie provinces and the northern United States 
arrived in Edmonton to participate in the May 28 - 30 
extravaganza. 

Randy Metchewais, the secretary/treasurer of the 
Canadian National Powwow Society, had his wish 
come true when big numbers of non-Natives showed 
up at the doors. 

“We want the non-Native community to see us in a 
better light," he told media on the first day of compe¬ 
titions. “We want you to know that these people come 
from somewhere and this is what they are. They’re 
not hollow shells out there. This is what’s inside of 

The opening of the national powwow began at si: 
o’clock on Friday night; the traditional Grand Entry 
was held about an hour la ter. The magnificent colours 
of the headdresses and powwow regalia saw mouths 
agape and eyes filled with wonder as the procession 
circled the inside arena. Saturday morning and 
evening Grand Entrys also drew huge crowds from 

fJNNNMWNWWIl 
if Ute Indian Tribe's Jf 

Fourth of July 
Celebration 3 

3 
^ • Over $20,000.00 in prize money • 
M (Contests in all dance categories) 

• Drum Contest • 

July 1 - 4, 1999 
Fort Duchesne, Utah 

• Specials • Give-Aways • 
|y| • Miss Fourth of July Queen Contest » |y| 

W Special In Honor of the late Eric Ridley W 
A •• Drum Contest over $3,000.00 •• A 
M M 1st Place - Drum, Drum Sticks & Jacket 
|*| •• Men’s Traditional Dance Contest •• 1*1 
4 over $3,000.00 in prize money 4 
M including: A Jacket & Star Quilt M 
^ •• Family give away •• ^ 

A Old Style Round Bustle Contest A 
M (Must be in old style round bustle regalia) M 

1st Place - $500.00 ft Jacket ^ 

S Bowling Tournament Rodeo • July 3-4, 1999 Am 
Contact: Pat Reed (435) 722-3975 V 

y Rodeo • Contact: Clark Steele (435) 722-4837 

M Softball Tournaments (Men's & Women’s) M 
|*| Contact: Ute Tribe Recreation Department M 
4 (435) 722-2249 

M Handgame Tournament & Regular Stick Games ^ 
|*| Contact: Hamilton Bnsl, or Ruben Cuch |*| 
4 (435) 722-3965 or (435) 722-4992 A 
U u 41 

For more information please call: "T 
M MaryLec Longhair, Henry Howell, M S Clinton StandingRock, A 

Felecita FoolBear M 
|*| at (43S) 722-3234 ^ 

the Native and non-Native communities. 
The dance competitions, which took place 

between Grand Entrys, were broken down 
into age categories, the youngest partici¬ 
pants ranged from three to five years of 
age, the Eldest represented the elders and 
other senior members of the Aboriginal 
community. The tots who participated were 
each paid the nominal fee of five dollars 
per day for their efforts. Winners in the 
remaining categories were paid only if 
they won some of the cash that was up for 
grabs during the popular event. Beaver 
Lake First Nation Chief, Rosaire Bugle, 
said the powwow spirit was an important 
part of Aboriginal life and that it allowed 
“people to come together and work to¬ 
gether," and share in a meaningful en¬ 
deavour that will “help in the healing 
process in our communities.” 

Henry Moosepayo agrees. He says the 
importance of the powwow, and other 
events that bring people and communities 
together, go a long way in helping Aborigi¬ 
nal people retain the pride and dignity 
they have always known as Canada’s First 

“The powwow is a special event and 
symbolic of who we are,” he said. “In order 
to heal, it is very important to know who 
you are and where you come from. This is 
another way of getting back to your roots, 
back to your culture." He also reiterated 
the importance of non-Native involvement 
and said these types of venues offered good 
opportunities for both learning and un¬ 
derstanding First Nation traditions and 
lifestyles. 

1 

Native Fastpitcb Championships: July 30 - August 2 
Imagine, thesunnyOkanagan, hotweather, clear wow’s. Native teams travel all across Canada and 

skies and the sights and sounds of the whoops and the US to participate in a sport where First Nations 
hollers of fans from across the First Nations com- strive to succeed as top team in this competitive 
munities in Canada—cheeringfor their hometown game. 
teams duringthe 1999 Native Canadian Fastpitch The Westbank First Nation, in the past, has sup- 
Championships... ported two of their fastball teams. The Westbank 

The Westbank Canadians Fastball team has Jewels Ladies and the Westside Canadian’s Men’s 
beenawardedtohostthel999CanadiansFastpitch Team, have been established for almost 30 years. 
Championships. They will be hosting this year’s This year they are planning a memorable event that 
tournament in the “Heart ofthe Okanagan" on July will attract First Nations ball players to win thorn 
30, 3 1, August 1, 2. sandsofdollarsthatwillbeupforgrabsandachance 

The Westside Canadians Fastpitch Team are to host next year’s championships, 
home of the Westbank First Nation and they are If your team is interested in participating in this 
truly planning a successful tournament. Native event, please feel free to contact one of our commit- 
teams are coming from all across Canada to partici- tee members—Nicole Werstuik at 250-769-4032, 
pate in one ofthe most prestigious events in Canada. Sharon Zerr at 250-769-0562, or Clarence Clough at 

Fastpitch is fast becoming as traditional as pow- 250-768-7961. 

Encouraging all poWWou/ participants 

ONOWAY HEALTH CARE 

PHARMACY 

*** /illlB 
999 #^#%f • PHHRMRCY 

I BOX 690 
I onoway, ab (780)967-2241 

Hffe salute ttje pohihiulu participants 
anh organizers. Hour commitment 
Iielps tlje Natiue cultures 
to flourish. Sfrom Bl) 

ST. ALBERT INN 

156 St. Albert Trail WMj III \ V"] 
Phone (780) 459-5551 \-J fi£rv=V*0.. 
Fax. (780) 460-7687 tr/ L-ssm- J 
Toll Free 1 -800-450-861 2 ST. MJSB8T EMM 

ojlqKL- 

J(his owl cRju( from the 
Siisi wMohns Jo* o VILLAGE 
succession %e OF ONOWAY 

Saluting all Pow Wow p.rllctpanls, from Darlone 

D&B uuJ'l.” Stall 

CONVENIENCE /wSrX 
STORE LTD. W>W 

Grocery, Fireworks, Household Items, Y™“V 
Drycleaning, Sewing Accessories 

WE BUY AND SELL POCKET BOOKS 

(780) 639-3289 804,16th Ave., Cold Lake, AB 

,r.K ** 

Motor Cycle Ltd. 

4520 - 12 Street NE, Calgary, AB 
Pli. (403) 250-8630 
Fax. (403) 250-8617 

V 

‘Best wishes to a((powwowparticipants 

Yewchin’s Funeral 
Chapel Ltd. 

Serving all faiths in St. Paul and Area 
• Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Cremation Available • 

• Florals • Monuments • Grave Covers • 

Box 425 (780) 645-5177 4201-50Ave. 
St. Paul. AB FAX (780) 645-4672 St. Paul AB 

24 Flour Service — John Yewchin — Director 

- 
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Edmonton Folk 
Music Festival 
bigger than ever 
by John Copley 

On behalf of 

Concordia University College 

Tel. (780) 413-7800 

Free At Last; 

God Is calling all Native people across Canada 

Join Pastor Sedrlck Vassell 
as people will be set free, bondages will be broken :: 

and your riches restored back to you 

Service Times 
Frl., July 30 - 7 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Sun., Aug. 1-11 a.m. 'Reclaiming Your Heritage" 
Sun., Aug. 1 - 7:00 p.m. 'Who Is to be Blamed' 

Bible Church of God (Pentecostal] 
11547 - 93 Street, Edmonton, Alberto 

PH. 17801471-0953 

The Legaci 
Oj*> We Leave 

tsnjn* January 8, 9, 1( 

es 
Our Children 
) and 11, 2000 
Regency Hdel 

The University ol British Columbia, sbsc: 
pH 
||i§y hie:: 

€> i 

« ..... wu. ---- 

trons. I keep an open mind for suggestions of perform¬ 
ers that might add to the musical experience of our 
audience. Our vision is to continue to improve as a 
world-calibre folk music festival. We welcome con¬ 
structive suggestions from the general public, so if 
you have attended the festival and have an idea, pass 

The lineup for the August event is bigger than ever 
this year. There are a lot of newcomers, a lot of locals 
and an extraordinary number of acts from across the 
continent and beyond. The best known performers to 
take centre stage this time around, and the ones that 
thousands of eager fans have expressed their enthu- 

Congratulatumo and bat mUba to the 1999 Grad,, 

Complementary 
Therapies Centre 

• Reflex Therapy 
• Footcare 

• Su Jok 

R.R. 2, Tofield, Alberta (780) 662-2359 

nearly doubles last year’s total. Included on the lengthy 
list are impressionable groups such as Allakoni, an 
African ensemble that includes Seydou Zon and his 
seven children; Juno nominee, P. Cormier, part musi¬ 
cian, part magician, or so it seems as he plays his eight 
instruments with a flair that must be seen to be 
appreciated; Alberta bom, California resident Jennifer 
Berezen, who returns to the folk fest with brilliant 
accompanist, guitar player, Nina Gerber and the 
Drummers of Burundi, a uniquely talented group 
whose intensity and vitality presents an emotional 
experience seldom seen in the West. The list goes on 
and on guaranteeding a treat for anyone who enjoys 
a relaxing, music filled four days of summer. 

Best, wishes on the powwow trail 

AAA “TRIPLE A” 
DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Cassios 
Certified Dental Mechanic (Denturist) 

(780) 424-9645 
806 Empire Building, 10080 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1V9 

: ' AcuDuncfure^akel 
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Health and Education 

mWOHM ASSOCIATES bu. 
Are Pleased to Offer 

“A Summer Retreat in the Mountains for Caregivers" 
Space is Limited - DEADLINE is FAST Aproaching 

A Healing and Renewal Workshop for anyone looking for In-depth 
Healing and Empowerment or Personal and Professional Rc|uvenation 

A limeof total renewal, Physically, Mentally, Spiritually, and Emotionally, to enable you to mate 
a difference in your lives and the lives of those you serve as we move into the new millennium 
with a renewed sense of purpose and personal rejuvenation. Come share this empowering weei 
of nurturing of Mind. Body and Spirit. 

Experience unconditional love and healing. This retreat is a healing and renewal program 

spiritually committed and knowledgeable facilitators provides a safe and nurturing environmenl 

: 5SZ1 : ~r“‘ 
Cameron Driver Education 
- since 1 9 79- 
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Treaty 8 celebrations 
a success 

large crowd of over 5,000 spectators added a certain 
excitement to the day, as did the appearance of four 
large eagles as they soared high in the cloudless sky 

FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 

:hewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 

provided. 

culUSask.) Foster Care Services iy-800-667-7C 

Call (403) 531-1970, Calgary, Alberta 
(or information 

LAKE-LAND 
AMBULANCE 

We serve with pride 

Phone (780) 657-3459 Fax (780) 657-2029 
BOX 577, TWO HILLS, ALBERTA TOB 4K0 

We support traditional family values 

Congratulations and best wishes 
to the 1999 Grads, on behalf of 

The Boyle McCauley 
Health Centre 

IL 
Tel. (780) 422-7333 

10628 96 Street, 
Edmonton, AB T5H 2J2 JP 
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Eeanonic & Resource Development 
Whale hill impacts 
treaty talks in B.C. 

by Brian Savage 

The Makah Indians of Neah Bay, Washington re¬ 
cently carried out their first whale kill in more than 70 
years, an event that has raised comments ranging 
from praise to condemnation from a wide variety of 

However, for the Makah, the event signals a return 
to their traditional ways, an important ritual only a 
few elders could remember. The grey whale once 
contributed to every facet of Makah life, from food, 
bones for weapons and material for their longhouses, 
to oil for lamps. 

After the nine-metre grey whale which cnnlH wr,i<rt, 
up to 40 ’. . 

tsaftsfigaSHagB the ire of B.C. Premier Glen Clark and Aboriginal 
Affairs Minister Gordon Wilson. Clark has stated 

SSSSSSttifii 

M’Gonigle is particularly concerned about those 
who seek to reopen the whaling industry on an inter¬ 
national scale. ‘There’s no question this is the thin 
edge of the wedge." 

The Makah lobbied the U.S. government for some 
time to repeal the ban on grey whale hunting and 
participated in the forming of the World Council of 
Whalers (WCW) in 1997. The WCWhas both Aborigi¬ 
nal and non-Aboriginal members and while many 
members can be found on Vancouver Island, large 
financial contributions have come from Japan, a cou n- 
try with a long whaling tradition that has long sought 
the deregulation of whaling restrictions. 

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
placed a world-wide moratorium on whaling in 1986 
after whale populations sank to record lows. Less 
than thirty years before, whaling countries like Nor¬ 
way and Japan were leading the way with v' " 
kills of 50,000 a year and last month Japan le 

ssnr 

BAYTEX ENERGY LTD. 
Intermediate Oil & Gas Company 

2200 - 205 5th Ave. S.W., Calgary, AB T2P 2V7 
Phone. (403) 2694282 • Fax. (403) 267-0777 

E-mail: www.baytex.ab.ca 

Belt uLi\he\ /at a 4.a/e and ha/i/ry glad 
r—i ta all the AbauLginal Atudent4. 

m FASTER 
t» OILFIELD SERVICES INC 

//\1 Jerome Mastel 
|7\j RENTAL MANAGER 

603-21 Avenue, Nisku, Alberta T9E 7X9 
Tel. (780) 955-5969 • Fax: (780) 955-4707 

OMay rhe powwow tkail 

® lead heKe aT KJ ® 

££ WHITE-TAIL ARMS 
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 

PAWNSHOP • NATIVE CRAFTS • GIFTWARE 
BUY - SELL - TRADE 

“THE LOVESHOP" IS ON SITE 
where there are plenty of good vibrations... 

P, O. B i 505S, 
lie, AB 

ounurv 
1 UIIU€lt 

SERVICES LTD. 

,pe OUAUIY WATER SERVICES 
780) 962-6040 ~(780) 460-7878 

20 SOUTH AVE.. or fa. 17801 460.7211 20 SOUTH AVE. ' . -- 
:E GROVE, A1BEETA r 28B ST. ANNE ST, ST ATEEPT, ATBERTA 

2QALITY SALES A SERVICE 

Best wishes to all powwow participants and 
organizers. Your involvement helps keep the 

Native culture alive and vibrant. From 

AMMONIA MASTER REFRIGERATION LTD. 
DESIGNERS, MANUFACTURERS and SUPPLIERS OF 

ICE ARENA EQUIPMENT 
• PREPACKAGED ICE PLANTS 
• HEADERS and ARENA FLOORS 
• HEAT RECOVERY SYSTEMS 
• DEHUMIDIFICATION 
• AIR CONDITIONING 
• INSTALLATION and/or PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
• EXPANSION and SYSTEM CONVERSION 
• WALK-IN FREEZERS and COOLERS 
• MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 

740 DUFFERIN AVE. Ph: (204) 582-4620 
WINNIPEG, MB R2W 2Z6 Fax: (204) 582-3588 

E-MAIL: ammoniamaster@hotmail.com 

PROUD TO SERVE A 
FIRST NATION CLIENTELE ^5) 

est wishes of encouragement to all 
tw visitors. Have a safe journey on 

the powwow trail, from 

THE HITCH SHOP 
Hitching Specialists 

(DIVISION OF ALBERTA HITCH SHOPS LTD.) 

llt
lfl
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living off-reserve will 

More than Trees 

S* 

S;=rc- 
and the future. 

0 

issrstsss: SHHKSSEp' 

«&, tfSN 
_w awa? "saw 
(7S0) 538-2827 

"/SUSA. 
inr sir 
(780)4633950 (403)6401800 

S5 »=?■■- 
Saluting the powwow tradition, it brings Native heritage to life 

RIVER VALLEY 
EQUIPMENT SALES LTD. 

)TOR SCAPERS 
ED TRUCKS 
• EXCAVATORS 

> & SALES 
09 AVENUE 
LBERTA T5S 1H7 

We Salute 

The Pow Wow Tradition, 

it brings Native Heritage to life. 

Buildings 
Environment 

Industrial 
Transportation 

Urban Land 
Management Systems 

&/A 

. 

Stantec 



Alberta Native News June, 1999 
25 

Biiilding 0ur Communities 
Historic First Nations land 
legislation proclaimed 

ind Management Act (FNLMA) has received Royal BillC-49.theFirst.Nat.ii 
Assent in the Senate. 

The legislation transfers the control of day-to-day land management decisions 
n’“ -® -"-J—j and Northern Development from the Department of Indian Affa _ 

L ' participating First Nations. In addition, the FNLMA enable 
develop and implement a community process for the 

iccupancy of First 

(MAND) 1 
these First Natic ._ _ 
creation and ratification of laws on the '-1..I. 
Nations lands and on the division of property upon the breakdown of a 

“This js a very historic moment in Canadian Aboriginal history," said Robert 
" °f the Lands Advisory Board. “Never before has a group or First 

Nations accomplished such a formidable task of regaining contr 
resources and daily lives. The chiefs and their councils, representii 
inces, have worked tirelessly over the past decade to conclude this g„, __ 
to-government agreement with Canada. This represents a momentous and 
significant achievement.” 

“The chiefs, councils and communities of the 14 signatory First Nations are to 
be recommended on their tireless efforts over the past ten years to regain 
authority over fireir lands and resources,’^said Jane Stewart, Minister of Indian 

a positive step for the Government of Canada as we remove ourselves from the 
day-to-day management of lands and resources for these signatory First Nations 
and enable them to deal directly with their neighbouring municipalities, busi¬ 
nesses and other potential partners to develop economic opportunities.” 

Chief Austin Bear of the Muskoday First Nation In Saskatchewan stated “The 
Framework Agreement and the Fjrst Nations Land Management Act at last 
legitimately acknowledges our fundamental right to govern our own communities 
and to control our lands and resources. This acknowledgement is long overdue and 
our community is pleased that this day has finally arrived.” 

Chief William McCue of the Georgina Island First Nation of Ontario, indicated 
that “our community will now have the jurisdiction to consider long-term cottage 
leases as well as other economic development ventures.” 

In a letter of support for the FNLMA, Mike Sanderson, president of the Snake 
Island Cottagers’ Association, tenants of the Georgina Island First Nation, stated 
that the association and the band “over the years had developed a friendly working 
relationship and.we look forward to dealing directly with the band. The time for 
iself-government is now.” 
I Chief Bill Williams of the Squamish First Nations, located on the lower 
bnainland of Vancouver, stated that “now that the FNLMA has received royal 
gassent, the Squamish Nation will begin a two-year period to determine if the 
community wishes to assume responsibility for land management. With the full 
active participation of all our members, we will develop a Squamish Land Code 

fairness, equality and accountability and then conduct a community 
-JJ "’ ' ’ powers for our community are a brass 

ring that will enshrine economic opportunity to develop and enhance community 
capacity for generations to come.” 

Chief Rennie Goose of the Scugog First Nation, located northeast of Toronto, 
stated that “our location in the middle of prime Ontario recreational land will 
generate a number of new economic development opportunities which will provide 
revenues and jobs for our people.” 

The government-to-government agreement will promote economic develop¬ 
ment on reserves and enhance the accountability of chiefs and councils to their 
membership by ensuring that there is community decision making in the approval 
of a land code. The FNLMA will also provide a positive model for other First 
Nations interested in assuming similar land management responsibilities in the 
future. 

Although the legislation currently applies only to the First Nations who signed 
the Framework Agreement on First Nations Land Management in 1996, other 
bands have already expressed an interest In participating in the initiative. As a 
result, a provision permitting additional First Nations to opt-in to the legislation 
through an order in council has been included in the FNLMA. 

The 14 First Nations participating in this initiative are: 
• British Columbia: Westbank, Musqueam, Lheidli T’enneh, N’Quatqua, and 

Squamish; 
• Alberta: Siksika; 
• Saskatchewan: Muskoday, Cowessess; 
• Manitoba: Opaskwayak Cree; 
• Ontario: Nipissing, Mississaugas of Scugog Island, Chippewas of Georgina 

Island, Chippewas of Mnjikaning; 
• New Brunswick: Saint Mary’s. 

vote.” Chief Williams added th 

SAWMILL $4895. 

FREE 
INFORMATION 

Norwood Sawmills 
RR2 

Kilworthy, Ontario 
P0E1G0 

1-800- 

661-7746 

Responsible Waste Solutions 
• Remediation and site services 
• Landfill and pond decommissioning 
• Water and sludge treatment 
• Pond construction, liner installation 
• Waste disposal options - on sile treatment 

stabilization, recycling, incineration, landfill 

• Hazardous waste management services 
•Licensed waste transfer station 
• Hazardous waste container system - 

portable disposable storage bins for solid wastes 
• Documentation, packaging and transportation 
• Volume reduction (waste, drums, containers) 

HAZCO 

HAZCO ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES LTD. 

CALGARY, 201,5720 - 4TH STREET, S.E. (403) 297-0444 
EDMONTON (403) 449-1114 • VANCOUVER (604) 231-0737 

Toll free in Western Canada 1-800-667-0444 

U t H 1 i lllC p.' IVIW'14 Kadi fit'll ... 
It L-lLiqs live ^Votive. tiCii (aqc to tlfl, jxoi 

Honeywell 
SECURITY 

HONEYWELL PROTECTION SERVICES 
ROOM 407, 2125 -11 TH AVENUE, 

REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN S4P 3X3 
PHONE: (306) 525-8308 FAX (306) 5< 

ALEXANDER IWIORINVILLE, AB 
WOOD BOX 3510 
PRODUCTS T8R 1 S3 

(780) 939-2600 
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Off-reserve band members 
may vote with new court ruling 
by John Copley 

A recent decision rendered by the Supreme Court of 
Canada may set new electoral precedents in more 
than 275 of Canada’s 633 First Nation communities. 
The May 20th ruling strikes down a section of the 
Indian Act that denied off-reserve residents the right 
to vote in band elections. In its decision the Supreme 
Court gave the federal government and the 274 First 
Nations communities that still vote via the Indian Act 
election format, 18 months to “develop an electoral 
process that will balance the rights of off-reserve and 
on-reserve band members.” 

The ruling was made in a decision involving Sault 
Ste. Marie, Ontario’s, Batchewana First Nation. Sta¬ 
tus members who lived off-reserve couldn’t vote and 
they took the matter to court. The court ruled in their 
favour, saying that no matter where they lived, they 
were still represented by their I 

“Off reserve Aboriginal ’ 
their status to on-reserve L- ~ 
cost, if at all,” reads the ruling. “The reserve, whether 
they live on or off it, is their and their children’s land. 
The band council represents them as band members 
to the community at large, in negotiations with the 
government, and within Aboriginal organizations.” 

Batchewana Chief Vernon Syrette disagreed with 
the decision and said the court shouldn’t be the one to 
decide who votes in First Nations elections. 

“I think the whole concept of self-government, when 
it comes down to it, is certainly not being honoured in 
Canada at all,” he told media. “As far as I’m con¬ 
cerned, it should be up to our people to decide.” 

Assembly ofFirst Nations Grand ChiefPhil Fontaine 
is happy with the decision, saying that the 18 months 
provided by the court will allow First Nations leaders 
to step up to the plat' 

leader Chief Shirley 
Castel, is one of sev¬ 
eral who have spoken 
out against the Su¬ 
preme Court ruling. 
She says off-reserve 
residents have no place 
in the First Nation’s 
election process. She 
told media that if a 
person moved out of 
Winnipeg, they 
wouldn’t be allowed to 
vote in the city just 
because they were bom 

“The same rule ap¬ 
plies here,” she said, 
adding that the costs 
needed to ensure that 
everyone got a ballot 
would be astronomical, 
considering the fact 
that 700 people on the 
band’s membership list 

as far away as Texas. 

S»2 

and our treats not ; lfmijed to tMsfourby^m S 

thesei 
Chief. 

The unanimous deci 
Supreme Court 

„ mm m - - _■ _ The unanimous decision puts tneoni 

vindicates residential 
school survivors 

; with all the victims,” said the National 

»uts the onus on both the 
) resolve the 

matter of liability and to finalize an alternative 
process of dispute resolution on which they have 
been negotiating with the AFN. The current litiga- 

r rv,( to all the Tiiu'u'cu' /virtm/n.<i£5 - ^ 
/onn.r,, o„ tin- 'IW«\w'W 

ALBERTA WILBERT 
SALES LTD. 

WATER SYSTEMS 

(780) 447-2222 
TOLL FREE 1-800-232-7385 

FAX (780) 447-1984 

• SEPTIC TANKS • HOLDING TANKS 
• WATER CISTERNS • GARAGE SUMPS 
• POLY & FIBERGLASS TANKS 
• EFFLUENT PUMPS 
• CISTERN PUMPS 
• PARKING CURBS 
• AND A COMPLETE SUPPLY 

OF ACCESSORIES 

16910-129 AVE. NW. EDMONTON, AB 

Native heritage to life. Best utishes to ati the 
powuJout participants, from 

i4LUA4A-S YSTE/ltf S 
RENTALS • SALES • INSTALLATIONS 

• Tube and 
Clamp 

• Swingstages 

• Enclosure Systems 

• Shoring and Wallforms 

* Engineering 

(780) 440-1320 

ALUMA-SYSTEMS CANADA INC. 
1811 66 Avenue, 

Edmonton, Alberta T6P1M5 
Fax: (780) 440-2535 

Ullimale \4deo 

BiV TSUU T INA 
GAS STOP 

CAR WASH & 
CONVENIENCE STORE 

Native Arts £r Craft Store 
Super Sale Continues 
(while supplies last) 

Hours of Operation 
Monday to Saturday 7:00 am. - 11.00 p.m. 

Sundays & Holidays 9.00 am. - 6.00 p.m. 
Visa. Master Card, & Interact Accepted 

Box 108, 3700 Anderson Road S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2W 3C4 

Ph: (403) 251-7695 Fax: (403) 251-6118 
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Neuis Briefs 

We salute all poululoul visitors and participants. 
HaCe a safe journey on the Poululoul Trail, 

LAFORCE 
Construction (1984) Ltd. 

OILFIELD CONTRACTING • GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

Equipment rentals include: 
• CATS • BACKHOES•GRADERS 

SEWER & WATER LINE INSTALLATIONS 
• Residential •Commercial 

Bus: (780) 467-7189 Fax: (780) 467-3852 
Cell: (780) 446-0713 

52347 • HWY 21, Sherwood Park, AB T8B 1J7 
(780)891-3135 

P. 0. Box 759, Wabasca, AB TOG 2K0 

PHOENIX FENCE me. Bust wishes fon a safe and 
happy quad ro aLL rhe AboniqinaL 

Ualleyview 
Co-op Assn. Ltd. 

BOX 60 VALLEYVIEW, ALBERTA TOH 3N0 

• GROCERIES 

:produceEAT 1(780) 524 3101 

Good luck and best wishes to all powwow 
competitors. Have a safe journey 

epowwow rat. 

‘William (Bill) J. 'Warded, Q.C. 
Donald "E. 'Worm 
‘Bonnie D. Jldissens 

& Donna L. Driedger 

WARDELL, WORME & MISSENS— 

% 
Located at 

Suite 300,203 Packham Ave. 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 4K5 

On the Asimakaniseekan Askiy Indian Reserve 

Phone: (306) 956-3393 

Fax: 956-3012 

 Aboriginally Owned 
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[inalBANKiNG 

Western / westujnd 0 

SUPPLIERS OF 
• Plumbing • Water and Sewer • Pumps • Heating • Forced Air 

• Hot Water • Radiant • Pipe Valves and Fittings 
• Design and Material Take-oH Assistance • Site Visits 

For the Western/Westlund Office nearest you 
Phone (780) 4JI-9SJI Fax (780) 454-9565 

Western Westlund, 14635 - 121A Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5L ZT2 

XTAKODALODGF 
1 ^1 CONFERENCE CENTRE 

AND GUEST LODGE 

WESLEY BAND - STONEY TRIBE 
Post Office Box 149, Morley, Alberta TOL I NO 

Telephone (403) 881-3949 Fax (403) 881-3901 

£ 
BDC 

You've always dreamed 

of running your own 

business and seeing it 

grow. We're the Business _ 

Development Bank of ••rcnnmHp. Theta,,, 
Canada. Our Growth Capital for Aboriginal 

Business product increases your access to 

capital, whether your business is on or off 

reserve, in Canada. And we refund part of 

the interest you pay to the community 

organization or charity of your choice. Give 

us a call. 

1 888INFO-BDC / wunu. bdc. ca 

Business Development Bank of Canada 

WE'RE A DIFFERENT KIND OF BANK* 


