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State of New Jeesey,
Depaetment of Public Instkuction,

Teenton, December 10, 1868,

To his Excellency Makcus L. "VVaed, Governor of the State of New
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Sir—In conformity to law, I liave the honor herewith to transmifc
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State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Trenton, January 12, 1869.

To the Legislature

:

The State Board of Education of the State of New Jersey, pursu-

ant to the "Act to establish a system of PubUc Instruction," present

this their Annual Report.

The details of the operations and results of the school law during

the past year are fully given in the Report of the State Superinten-

dent of Public Instruction, which has been submitted to this Board,
and is herewith presented to the Legislature.

These results, upon a careful examination, will be found to justify

the expectations of the friends of the present system that a fair trial

would show its superiority to the former law. The officers of the

several school districts of the State are readily and satisfactorily ap-

plying the provisions of the law to the public schools under their

control ; and the people of the State, by their increased interest and
liberality in affording the needed support, are raising the schools to

a degree of efficiency never before attained.

It is believed that in a short time the public schools will become
the best schools in the State for instruction in all the ordinary
branches of education.

The reports presented by the several county superintendents are

very fidl and accurate in their statement of the pai-ticulars which
are necessary to form a correct estimate of the condition of the

schools. Some of these reports are models of neatness and correct-

ness, especially worthy of commendation.
The exact methods, under the present law, of obtaining informa-

tion through the county superintendents, of the number of scholars,

their attendance, the course of instruction, efficiency of teachers, the
amounts raised' and expended for school purposes, constitute some
of its chief merits. All these facts are necessary to be known, that

the public funds may be carefully apphed to the purposes of educa-
tion, and guarded against waste and misappropriation.
The Board would again call the attention of the Legislature to the

inadequacy of the revenue from the school fvmd. The loss of the tax
upon State banks under the act of April 11, 1866, has so reduced the
income that special appropriations will be necessary fi-om year to

year to supply this deficiency until some general provision is made
for an increase of the school fund.
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The object of our school law is to give to every child in the State
an education sufficient to discharge the ordinary business of life. To
do this, instruction must be free and within reach of all. Every en-
couragement should be given by the State through enlarged provis-

ions for education to induce a corresponding hberality and spirit of
emulation on the part of the people. When the State affords a gen-
erous aid, the people will be also stimulated to greater efforts to

advance the interests of the schools.

Several meetings of the Board have been held during the past
year, in which various matters of business have been transacted, and
the objects of the law have been discussed. During the year four
county supeiintendents have been nominated to supply the places of

those who have resigned, and in every case there has been a prompt
approval by the chosen freeholders of the respective counties. This
is mentioned Avith especial satisfaction as an evidence of the deshe
of all to harmonize action, anel to administer the law faithfully.

The year that has closed has been one of such increased prosper-
ity in all the interests of the schools that the fi'iends of education
have reason to be gi-eatly encouraged, and confidently to expect stiU

gi'eater success in the future.

. MAECUS L. WAED,
President of State Board of Education.



REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

Department of Public Instruction,
]

Trenton, December 3, 1868. [

To the HonoraUe the Members of the State Board of Education

:

Gentlemen—In obeclience to the requirements of the school law,

I have the honor to present to jou the followdng report of the v.ork-

ings of the pubhc school system in the State of New Jersey for the

school year ending August 31, 1868.

The foUowing is a brief summary of the amount of money received

fi'om various sources and appropriated for the support of pubhc edu-

cation during the year

:

State appropriation, $100,000 00
Amount appropriated for Nonnal School, 10,000 00
Amount appropriated for Farnuni School, 1,200 00
Township school tax and surjDlus revenue, 554,078 82
District school tax, 596,063 51
Tuition fees, 61,636 57
From other souices, 379 12

81,313,358 02

The whole number of children in the State between five and
eighteen vears of age is 240,370, being an increase since last year of

9,852.

During the past year unusual interest has been manifested ui the

cause of public education throughout the State. This is evident fi'om

the increased amount of money raised for public school pui"poses.

The amount of voluntary school tax paid in 1857 was $317,184 93
1866 " 506,662 60
1867 " 784,730 42
1868 " 1,140,142 33

The total increase fi'om 1857 to 1866 (ten years) was 189,477 67

The increase from 1866 to 1867 (one vear/was 278,067 82

The increase fi-om 1867 to 1868 (one year) is 355,411 91

Thus it appears that the amount of school tax this year is more
than double the amount ever raised during any one year previous to
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1867, and that the increase since last year is nearly double the total

increase for the ten years prior to 1866. If there is a like increase

next year in those locahties which most need it, all the public schools

in the State can be made entirely free, and the odious rate-bill sys-

tem, which now is known only in two States, New Jersey and Michi-
gan, can be abolished.

The increase in the amount of money raised for building and re-

pairing school-houses during the past year has been still more
remarkable than the increase for other school purposes. In order to

show this increase, I will give the amounts paid for several succes-

sive years

:

The amount paid in 1854 was $44,925 99
1855
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being erected, and what schools once partially supported by rate-

bills are now made free, etc.

In the tables appended therefore will be found as good a report
|

as could be obtained for each district in the State. Eleven of the '

county superintendents have succeeded in obtaining hoiu all or
'

nearly all their district clerks complete and reliable reports, their

footings therefore, which furnish the reports for the townships and
the counties, are also complete and reliable.* This is certainly a
great achievement, and much credit is due the officers through
whose hands these reports have come. The reports from the other .

counties are more or less defective, some on account of the inaccu-
[

racies in a portion of the reports of the district clerks, and others
',

because all the items upon the blanks in many cases were not re- \

ported, still they also contain reports from many districts which are

entirely reliable. A few, however, weTe not creditable to the coun-
ties from which they came. We naturally infer that what has been
done in one county in the way of obtaining full reports can be done
in all, yet I am disposed to make some allowance this year, as it is

the first that complete reports have been called for from the district

clerks, and many of the items required were misapprehended. If

proper explanation of what is called for on the blanks furnished is

made by the county superintendents during this year, to those trus-

tees who have failed in furnishing us with such reports as we wish,

there will be no difficulty next year in giving a full and accurate re-

port for each county, township and school district in the State. I
hope and expect in the next report to be able to state that out of the
one thousand five hundred and fifty-four districts in the State there

is not one that has not furnished a full and satisfactory report.

The blanks are now so arranged that the items reported by the
teacher in his final report in the School Register are only to be
transferred under corresponding headings upon the district clerk's

blanks, and they again, with such additional items as are reported
by the district clerk, are in like manner to be transferred under like

headings upon the blank which the county superintendent uses in

making his report. In preparing these blanks the greatest simplic-

ity has been sought for, and only those items are required to be
reported which are considered the most important and necessary.

The importance of correct school statistics cannot be over-esti-

mated. Every school system must be tried before we can judge of

its efficiency, and by the statistics of its workings alone can we de-

termine the result of the trial. If the system fails to induce the
parents to send their children to the schools ; if it fails in furnishing

* At the meeting of the State Board of Education at which this report was presented,

the members took pleasure in examining the reports of the several county superinten-
dents, and while they considered many of the reports worthy of commendation, they
passed a resolution specially commending the one prepared by F. J. Frelinghuysen,
County Superintendent for Somerset county, as a model of neatness, accuracy and
completeness.
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proper scliool accommodations ; if it fails in securing tlie right kind
of teachers to give instruction ; if it fails in gaining the sympathy
and co-operation of the people ; if it fails in securing regular attend-
ance ; if it fails in obtaining sufficient means for its su23port ; then it

becomes oui' duty to discover the cause of the failure and remove it

;

and if this cannot be done the system should be abandoned. If, on
the other hand, it proves itself a success, and the mental and moral
culture it is the means of giving to the children of the State is com-
mensurate with the expenditure needed for its support, then it de-
serves our sympathy, and the system should be continued. But it is

only by the obsen^atioh of the facts and results attending the opera-
tion of the system that a con-ect opinion can be obtained of its prac-
tical workings, or a judgment formed as to the measures necessary
for correcting its faults or increasing its efficiency.

Herein, therefore, consists the great importance of securing cor-

rect and rehable statistical infoimation in regard to the public schools
of the State. A study of the facts thus secured will reveal to us the
condition of the educational interests of the State, and an annual
comparison of the results given will enable us to determine whether
we are secnring that gradual and jDrogressive imj)rovement which is

being made in other States and which the best interests of all our
citizens demand, or whether our children are growing uj) in ignor-

ance while we are paying the money for their proper education.

Without this information we are working in the dark, and many of

our educational efforts are niisdhected ; with it our dut}* becomes
plain, and the work of imj)roving the schools is greatly facilitated.

VALUATION OF SCHOOL PEOrEETY.

The total valuation of the school property in the State is returned
at $2,114,509 87, of which Hudson county claims $489,220 ; Essex,

$368,750 ; Camden, $116,950 ; Burhngton, $115,160 ; and Passaic,

$112,050.

There are 77 school buildings in the State valued at $100 or less

each, of which number Warren reports 11 ; Atlantic, 10 ; Cumber-
land and Sussex, each 8 ; Burlington, 7 ; Union, 6 ; Mercer, Mon-
mouth, Ocean and Salem, each 4 ; Camden, Cape May, Gloucester
and Somerset, each 2 ; and Bergen, Essex and Middlesex, each 1.

There are 465 buildings reported to be valued at sums ranging
between $100 and $500 ; 286 between $500 and $1,000 each ; 236
between $1,000 and $5,000 each ; 25 between $5,000 and $10,000

;

and 40 above $10,000.

These figures show that there are at least seventy-seven school
buildings in the State which should at once be condemned as unfit

for school purposes. A building which cannot be said to be worth
more than $100 does not deserve the name of school-house. Every
such building is a disgrace to the neighborhood in which it is located.

It is doubtful, too, whether out of the four hundred and sixty-five
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buildings valued between $100 and $500 each, there are many which
should not be torn down and new ones erected in their places. One
necessary condition of a good school is a good school-house. We
need no gorgeous structures, no palatial edifices, but in place of the
rude, dilapidated, unhealthy, ill-constructed and uncomfortable sham-
bles called school-houses which are still found in many of our rural

districts, we do hope there will soon be erected buildings which will

combine neatness, durability and convenience, and be ornaments to

the sections in which they are located. A good school-house en-
hances the value of the property of the neighborhood ; it promotes
neatness and morality among the pupils who attend school ; it facili-

tates the work of education and does much toward securing good
order ; the labor of the teacher and the constant and close applica-
tion of the minds of the pupils are not called off by the uncomforta-
ble condition of their boilies. The money appropriated for education
is too considerable, and the health and lives of our children too
precious, and their education too important, to be wasted in poor
school-houses, illy furnished.

The largo amount of money voted this year for building and re-

pairing school-houses, if judiciously expended, will doubtless enable
us next year to present a more cheering report respecting the general
condition of the school property of the State.

From nearly all the county superintendents we have re]3orts that
the people are actively at work repairing and rebuilding. In Ocean
county the superintendent reports that the number of school-houses
built during the past year, or now in the course of erection, is equal
to one-third of the entire number of districts in the county. The
aggregate amount of money voted for building purposes this year in
the State is equal to more than one-third of the total reported valu-
ation of the school property, which indicates that improvements, if

not equal to those being made in Ocean county, at least of quite an
extensive nature, are about to be made in other parts of the State.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

According to the reports made, 104,506 children have attended
the public schools some time during the year ; 16,755 have attended
the private schools, and 32,819 are reported as having attended no
school ; leaving 86,290 unaccounted for.

In order to make an approximate estimate of the entire number in
the State attending the public and the private schools, and the num-
ber attending no school, we will give the percentage of attendance
of those accounted for, and this percentage of the entire number in
the State will gi^ the entire attendance.
The entire number accounted for is 154,080 ; of which 67 per cent,

attended the public schools, 11 per cent, attended the private schools,
and 22 per cent, have attended no school. Taking this percentage
on the whole number of children in the State, we have 161,048 attend-
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ing public schools, 26,441 attending private schools, and 52,881

attending no school ; making a total of 240,370, the whole number
in the State.

The number reported as having attended the public schools 10
months during the year is 11,406 : between 8 and 10 months, 12,356

;

between 6 and 8 months, 16,564 ; between 4 and 6 months, 20,870

;

less than 4 months, 37,444 ; which makes a total of 98,642, or 5,864

less than the whole number enrolled in the school registers, and 62,406

less than the estimated number who have attended the public schools.

Taking again the percentage in attendance for the different pe-

riods, we obtain a close approximate attendance of the whole num-
ber estimated to have been taught in the public schools.

Of the number reported 8 per cent, have attended 10 months ; 9

per cent, between 8 and 10 months ; 11 per cent, between 6 and 8
months ; 14 per cent, between 4 and 6 months ; and 25 per cent, for

a period less than 4 months.
Taking .the percentage of attendance for the different periods on

the whole number estimated to have attended the pubHc schools, we
have 19,230 who have attended 10 months ; 21,633, between 8 and 10
months ; 26,441, between 6 and 8 months ; 33,652, between 4 and 6

months, and 60,092 for a period less than 4 months ; making a total

of 161,048.

In the percentage of attendance upon the public schools, Cumber-
land county ranks first ; Gloucester and WaiTen, second ; Sussex,

thii'd ; Salem, fourth ; Cape May, fifth ; Somerset, sixth ; Atlantic

and Monmouth, seventh ; Essex, eighth ; Mercer, ninth ; Middlesex
and Morris, tenth ; Passaic, eleventh ; Bergen, twelfth ; Hudson,
thirteenth ; and Camden, foiu'teenth.

In the reports fi'om Atlantic, Hudson, and Morris counties, all the

childi'en are accounted for. The sum of the numbers attending the

different periods of the year is equal to the number reported as en-

rolled in the school registers ; and the number em'olled plus the num-
ber attending private schools plus the number attending no school,

is equal to the entire number of children in the county. These tests

prove the completeness of these reports, not only in the final sum-
mary, but for each school district in these counties. The reports

from Bergen, Cape May, Essex and Somerset are also very complete.

They do not account for all the childi'en in the respective counties,

but the number enrolled in the school registers is, in each of them,

equal to the sum of the numbers attending the different periods of

the year.

In the percentage of attendance upon the public schools for ten

months during the year, Hudson county ranks first ; Middlesex,

second ; Cumberland and Essex, third ; Camden^^om-th ; Somerset

and Warren, fifth ; Morris and Passaic, sixth ; Atlantic and Salem,

seventh ; Gloucester, eighth ; Bergen, Mercer and Sussex, ninth

;

Monmouth, tenth ; and Cape May, eleventh.

Of the number of childi'en attending no school, Cumberland county
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reports 12 per cent, of tlie entire number in the county ; Salem, 13
per cent. ; Cape May, Gloucester and Warren, each 15 per cent.

;

Hudson, 16 per cent, ; Sussex, 19 per cent. ; Essex and Somerset,
each 20 per cent. ; Middlesex and Monmouth, each 25 per cent.

;

Atlantic, Mercer and Morris, each 26 per cent. ; Passaic, 29 per
cent. ; Bergen, 34 per cent. ; and Camden, 39 per cent.

A reference to Table on page 660 will show the exact percentage
of attendance for all the different periods of time in each of the
counties.

SCHOOL YISITATION.

The State Board of Education has prescribed that each county
superintendent shall visit all the schools in his county at least twice
a year, and oftener if practicable. This is an important duty, and if

faithfully performed will be productive of the most beneficial results.

A teacher who is never visited will soon grow indifferent in regard
to his methods of teaching, to the advancement of his pupils, and to
the discipline of his school. There is no one to whom he feels
directly responsible, his method of teaching is never inspected, and
negligence is the natural result. Let these periodical \'isits of the
county superintendent, however, be expected, and the teacher at
once feels a desire to have his school appear to the best advantage.
He teaches more and teaches better, and takes a pride in showing
the advancement his pupils are making; he puts in practice im-
proved methods of teaching, and the discijjline of his school is more
carefully looked after. The scholars too are anxious to make as
favorable an impression upon the county superintendent as possible

;

their lessons are better learned, their personal appearance is im-
proved, and obedience to the teacher's requests is more cheerfully
granted. In these ^^sits the superintendent must not appear an idle
spectator, fulfilhng the letter of the law, but not its spirit. He must
be ahve to all that is going on in the school-room—commending
what is good, rebuking what i^ bad, coiTecting false methods of
teaching, gi\^ng examples and illustrations of improved methods,
encouraging the pupils in their efforts to learn, impressing upon their
minds the importance of regularity, neatness and good order, but
doing it all in such a spirit that his visits will be anxiously looked
for and heartily welcomed by both teacher and pupils.

EXAJVONATIGN OF TEACHEES.

The duty of examining and licensing teachers is one of paramount
importance and responsibility. County superintendents are author-
ized to grant certificates of three grades, good for one, two and three
years respectively. Where these are issued in strict conformity -udth

the rules prescribed for conducting the examinations, each one serves
as a rehable index of the intelligence and teaching abihty of the
holder. Third grade certificates are granted without a very rigid
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examination ; but county superintendents cannot be too firm ni re-

sisting the importunities of teachers for certificates of higher grades

when not entirely satisfied by the examination that such grades are

fully deserved. The character of the applicant should first be con-

sidered. The moral influence which a teacher exerts in a school is

of more consequence than his literary attainments, and no examiner
should allow a teacher of questionable moral character to even under-

go an examination. He should be rejected, at once. After the ex-

aminer is satisfied that the applicant has a good moral character,

the examination should be the inexorable rule for determining the

grade of the certificate to be granted. As soon as examiners become
careless in this respect, high grade certificates will mean nothing,

and the whole system of examinations will prove a failure ; but as

long as there is a just demarcation between the different grades, as

long as the school trustees and people know that these grades are

reliable evidences of discrimination between the poorer and the bet-

ter class of teachers, so long will the system be respected, and its

Eractical workings will be productive of excellent results. There wUl
e a growing demand for teachers holding first grade certificates,

and those who are in the lowest rank vn\[ not be satisfied to remain
there, and those of the second grade ^\dll aspire to be first, and when
a first grade county certificate is obtained, ambition will not rest

until a State certificate, good for life, is secured. Every teacher who
bas any ambition at all will thus be stimulated to educate himself

and to make himself more proficient in his work.

These examinations have already had a very marked effect. There
are four held each year, and several of the county superintendents

have reported to me that at those last held there was unmistakable

evidence in the examination papers handed in that the teachers,

since they were examined before, have improved from twenty to

thirty per cent, in those branches they are required to teach. During
the past year there have been issued, of county certificates, 75 of the

fiLTst grade, 174 of the second grade, and 1,166 of thfe third grade ;

and of State certificates, 2 of the first grade, 10 of the second grade,

and 46 of the third grade.

BOUNDARIES OF DISTRICTS.
/

The work of determining, changing and defining the boundaries of

school districts is one of the most important duties devolving upon
the county superintendent. Under the old law there were two meth-
ods by which district boundaries could be changed ; one for incor-

porated districts, and another for those not incorporated. An incor-

porated district could not be changed, even with the consent of the

majority of the taxable inhabitants who should assemble at a dis-

trict school meeting called to consider the question, unless that ma-
jority formed the majority of all who resided in the district. Such
a provision made it very difficult, and in many cases impossible, to
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alter the bonnds of such districts. Those not incorporated could be
changed by simply applying to the town superintendent and obtain-

ing his consent, unless the lines proposed to be changed formed the
boundary of an adjoining incorporated (iistrict, in which case they
could not be disturbed without complying with the provision relat-

ing to such districts. In very few cases were any records preserved,
either of the original boundaries or of the subsequent changes.
Personal enmity against teachers, neighborhood feuds, fear of exor-

bitant rate bills, etc., were often the motives for maldng changes,
and as no records were kept, conflicting statements respecting them
were given by different school othcers, and the utmost confusion pre-
V ailed. School trustees seldom knew whom to include in their district

census, and as each one desired to report as many children as possible,

many families were claimed by both of two adjoining disti'icts, and their

children counted t-udce. The apportionment of the school moneys
thus became a work of great dithculty, and often great injustice was
done by giving to one district more than it was entitled to, w^hile

others were defrauded out of their just dues.

These evils are fast being corrected. The county superintendents,
as they become acquainted with the condition of the school dis-

tricts, are making such changes as the interests of education seem
to require, and locating the boundaries where doubts exist. When
the question of boundaries is definitely settled, two descriptions of
each district are written out ; one of these is preserved in the office

of the county superintendent, and the other is retained by the
trustees. "When this work is completed, a map of the county is

prepared, giving the boundaries and number of each district, the lo-

cation of the a^ool-house, the boundaries and names of the town-
ships, the principal rivers and roads, and such other information as
is considered of importance. This map is also made in duplicate

;

one copy is sent to the State superintendent, and the other is re-

tained by the county superintendent. In four of the counties this

work is already completed, the descriptions all written and the maps
finished ; and in many others the work is fast reaching completion.

DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX.

One of the most important provisions in our school law is that
which gives to each school district the authority to raise by tax such
sums of money as two-thirds of the legal voters may agree to for

the purpose of maintaining their schools. Such authority is granted
by special acts to ail of our cities, and to many of our towns and
villages, and the consequence is that in those cities, towns and vil-

lages the schools are free to all, and kept open ten months during
each year. This authority to make the schools free by local taxa-
tion, where the general school funds are insufficient for that pur-
pose, is just as necessaiy for the rural district as for the city. Be-
fore the passage of the present law it was impossible for a district,

41
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unless it became incorporated, to make its schools free. The State

apppropriation amounted to only about thirty cents per child, and
the township fchool tax was limited to three dollars per child as the

maximum amount, while %io jDenalty was imposed if none were
raised. Thus it was impossible for any rural district to get more
than three dollars and thirty cents per child annually for (defraying

all the school exjDenses, and in many cases where the townships re-

fused to raise any school money, they were hmited to the thirty

cents per child received from the State, and in no case could any
money be raised by tax for building or repairing the school-houses,

The new law increases the State appropriation, and requii'es each
township to apj^ropriate all the interest of its surplus revenue to the

support of pubhc schools, and also to raise by tax a further sum,
whose maximum is increased to four dollars per child, and whose
minimum amount cannot be less than two dollars. If the moneys
thus raised and set apart for school purposes are not sufficient, each
district may raise such additional sum as may be found necessary,

either for making the schools fi-ee, for keeping them open a greater

portion of the year, or for building or repaiiing the school property.

It is highly important that, as soon as possible, each district

should raise by district tax an amount sufficient to make its school free,

and to continue it in session ten months at least, or for a period not
less than eight months during the year. A more general tax cannot
be so assessed and apportioned as to meet the expenses in all dis-

tricts, and leave a suiplus in none. Suppose there are two adjoin-

ing districts, numbered one and two, each having the same number
of children. In district number one the people are indi£ferent to

education, and they are satisfied with a school whiqjj^costs but $500
annually. In district number two the people are more enterprising,

and they pay $1,000 for the sppport of their school. The apportion-

ment of a general school fund, whether raised by State or township

tax, would give these two districts the same sum of money, yet the

one needs just twice as much as the other. If the general tax is

sufficient only to maintain a free school in district number one, there

is a deficiency in number two ; if it is large enough to defray the

expenses in number two, there is a surplus in number one. The cost

of fuel, supphes, etc., and these local differences in school expenses,

<}an only be met by local taxation. In no case, even where the max-
imum amount is raised, does the townshijD school tax yield more
than is needed ; it should therefore be the aim of all school officers

and fiiends of education to secure the maximum amount of to"v\Ti-

ship school tax, and then to raise, in the respective districts, such
additional amounts as may be found necessary for maldng the schools

free, and for paying such cuiTent expenses for repaii's, fuel and sup-

phes as are constantly needed. Last jear there was raised in the

State $596,063 51 by district school tax. The total amount reported

as being yet needed for maintaining the schools and keeping them
free ten months dui'ing the year is $116,624 21. It will be very
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gratifying to learn that next year this amount is raised by district

tax, and that no tuition fees are collected.

THE RATE-BILL SYSTEM.

Our schools, receiving the benefit of the public funds, are called

Public Schools, in distinction from those supported by private funds,

called Private Schools. The name and the distinction would seem
to imply that our public schools. are /ree schools, or schools open to

the public where all children of the legal age may attend and receive

an education free of cost. This, I regi'et to say, is not the case.

There are seven hundred and thirty-nine fi'ee public schools reported

in the State, and five hundred and seventy-eight which are partially

supported by what are termed "rate-bills" or "tuition-bills." This
latter class are of two kinds, those made free while the jDublic money
lasts, after which full tuition is charged for the remaining months of

the year, and those made part free and pai-t pay during the time

they are*kept open, the plan adopted being such as the trustees in

each case determine upon. "Wliichever plan is practiced, the rate-

bill system, wherever found, is a great hindrance to the prosperity

of the schools, and a most prohfic source of mischief, complaint,

trouble, contention and endless neighborhood feuds.

In one district the trustees will not serve if they are obliged to col-

lect the bills. In another they must have a commission for collect-

ing them, and thus an additional burden is placed upon the people.

In another the teacher is required to collect the bills, and it is with
difficulty that one can be found willing to engage upon these con-
ditions. If onte is engaged it is probably more because he wlU work
cheap and reheve the trustees of the unpleasant task of collecting the

bills, than because he has any qualifications or fitness for the po-
sition. At the end of the qiiarter the bills are made out, and the

teacher proceeds to collect them. The task proves to be anything
but pleasant. At the first house the paymaster or the head of the
family is away, and the bill must be left and another call made ; at

the next, the biU is contested, "it is too high"—"the child never
attended that number of days," etc. ; at the next, the occasion is

taken advantage of by showering upon the innocent head of the un-
fortunate teacher all the accumulated complainings which the chil-

dren have brought home during the quarter ; and before the teacher
has finished his journey he probably concludes not to teach another
quai-ter in that district if he can find employment elsewhere.

If the school is made free only during the summer months, then
those who have large boys who never attend but in the winter com-
plain, and if it is free during the winter but a pay school in the sum-
mer, then the small children cannot receive the benefit and their

parents are aggi-ieved. The attendance upon a school conducted
upon this plan is veiy irregular and uncertain. While the school is

free there is a great increase in the attendance, but when it becomes
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a pay school, those who are iinable or imwilhng to pay the tuition

bills withdraw their children, and the cost of maintaining the school

becomes burdensome to the few who remain. On account of this

irregularity of attendance the classes are disorganized and broken
up, the patrons are dissatisfied, the teacher is discouraged, and the
school fails to accomplish the good desired.

If the school is part pay and part free, some will insist on sending

their children until, as the}^ say, " their free money runs out," and
they conseciuentl}' refuse to pay the assessment ; others wUl only

send while the school is large, and the tuition bills are consequently

small. Often such a school opens with a fair prospect of having a
large attendance, but for one reason and another a few families be-

come dissatisfied and remove their children. At once the report is

spread that the school is becoming small, and the fear that the

tuition bills will be high causes others to keep their children at home.
Each child that is taken out of the school increases the expense for

those who remain, and this affords an inducement for others to with-

draw, and thus the smaller the school becomes the greater the panic

rages, until the attendance is so redueed that the school is literally

broken up. The tuition bills, too, are made out for the time the

children attend, every da^-'s absence lessens the amount of the bill,

and thus a premium is paid for irregular attendance.

But the greatest objection to the rate-bill system is, that it requires

the poor man to pay for the education of his children. This is con-

trary to the principle upon which we found our public school system,

which is that every child has a rigid to an education, and that it is

the duty of the State to provide the means whereby he may obtain

that right. To afford such means as will only lessen the expenses of;

an education without making it absolutely /Vee, is not enough. Where
tuition fees are charged, be they ever so small, the question with

many a poor man is—ediication for his children or bread for his

family ? The tuition bill keeps hundreds and thousands of our chil-

dren out of school, who consequently grow up in ignorance ; it also

is the means of making so irregular and uncertain the daily attend-

ance upon the schools, as to so disorganize the classes that not more
than one-half the good is accomplished that would be were the

schools entirely free.

Last year the Secretary of the State Board of Education of Con-
necticut, Hoii. B. G. Northrop, addressed to the State Superin-

tendents of the several States the following inquiries :

" 1. Are your public schools free, or supported in part by rate-bill?
" 2. If free, how long have they been so ?

" 3. What is the effect of free schools, compared with tuition

schools, upon attendance, the interest of parents and public at large,'

and upon the general efficiency of the schools?"

The replies which were received to those inquiries show the results

of the observation and experience of many of the best educators and
the most efiicient school officers we have, in regard to the compara-
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tive merits of the rate-bill and the free school systems. They all,

"without an exception, condemn the former and commend the latter.

There are at present but two States, New Jersey anJ Michigan, in

which the rate-bill system is allowed and practiced. All the rest,

including the reconstructed Southern States, have made their public

schools' entirely free to rich and poor alike. New York and Rhode
Island abandoned the system last year, and at the last session of the

General Assembly of Connecticut a bill was enacted which abolishes

in that State also the rate-bill. Will New Jersey be the last State

to abandon this now almost obsolete system ?

From the letters he received, the Hon. Secretary draws the follow-

ing important facts and conclusions :

" 1. Many States copied the rate-bill from Connecticut.
" 2. All these, with one exception, have given it up.
" 3. The results of the change are favorable, and meet universal

approval.
" 4. No State that has once tried the _^rce system has since adopted

the rate-bill.

" 5. TheyVee system greatly increases the whole number in at-

tendance.
" 6. It lessens tardiness, irregularity and truancy, and thus in-

creases the average attendance.
" 7. The free system elevates and dignifies the school in the es-

teem of the pupils.
" 8. It enhances the interest of the parents.
" 9. It quickens the educational spirit of the whole people.
" 10. It has tended to lengthen the school terms.
" 11. It has led to the erection of better school-houses.
" 12. It economizes the expencliture of money, securing a better

result for the same cost.

" 13. The rate-bill is a prolific source of trouble and strife.

" 14. It is burdensome and odious to the poor, imposing an un-
equal tax upon those more blessed in their children than in their

basket and store, becoming a tax upon parental ajQFection, and a bar-

rier between poverty and intelligence.
" 15. The /Vee school tends to break down invidious distinctions

and to fraternize the people."

The public schools in all the cities of New Jersey are fi'ee, as are also

those situated in the larger towns and villages. In Hudson county
there are no public schools that are not entirel}' free, and but two in

that county were kept open for a less period than ten months dur-
ing the past year. In the rural districts of the State, at least one-
lialf of the schools are partially supported by rate-bill. It is with
the hope that the people of those sections where pay schools are yet
tolerated may be induced to vote larger sums for free education than
lias heretofore been done, that so much space is devoted to this sub-
ject. There is no reason why Ncav Jersey, with her great wealth
and enterprise, should be almost the only State, having but one
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companion, where the public schools are not all free ; nor should
there be that distinction between the city and the country schools

which offers a free education to all who attend the former, and tui

tion bills to all who attend the latter.

FEEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

It is no longer a question with the American people whether we
shall establish and mamtam public schools or not. The free public

school has become a characteristic feature of our government, and
it must remain so as long as our form of government exists. We
guarantee free education to all the children, and liberty to all the

peoj)le ; and we can no more deprive the former of the benefits of

the free public school, than we can take from the latter the political

and religious liberties they enjoy ; for liberty can neither be enjoyed
nor perpetuated unless education accompany it. In a government
wisely administered the rulers must be educated ; where the rulers

are few, as in a monarchy, the number educated ma}^ be hmited, and
education may be esteemed a pri\ilege : but in a government like

ours, where the people .rule, education must be universal, it can be
esteemed no less than a necessity. Give liberty to the educated, and
you have the best form of government known—a democracy

;
give

it to the ignorant, and you have what is the absence of all govern-

ment—anarchy. The surrender of our public school system would
be equivalent to the surrender of the charter of our freedom. The
public school system is a part of oiu' form of government ; it con-

stitutes our educational department ; and Ave can no more be re-

lieved of the expense of supporting it than we can free ourselves

from the obligation of pajdng our share for the support of the legis-

lative or the executive departments. The money we are called upon
to pay for the support of the public schools is but a part of the

claim the government has upon our j)roperty for its own support.

The question, therefore, with us is not whether we shall have public

schools or not. That question is already settled. Every State has
established them, and made provisions, more or less ample, for their

support. The only question which admits of debate is, how can
they be made most efficient in accomplishing the good for which
they were established. In answer to this, we may say by erecting

suitable school buildings, by employing skillful teachers, and by se-

curing the regular attendance of the children. • This is well : but

there is a condition precedent to all this before we can enjoy the full

benefits a public school system is able to afford. The public schools

throughout the State must be made what they ah-eady are in other

States—/ree schools.

Oar school law contains no provision by which the schools are

necessarily made free. It only gives to the people the privilege of

making them free, if they desire, by local taxation. The State ap-

propriation amounts to about forty cents per child, and each town-
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sliip is autliorized to raise for school purposes a sum not exceeding
four dollai's per child. The average township school tax last year
amounted to about three dollars per child. The interest of the sur-

plus revenue is also appropriated to the support of public schools.

This revenue, however, no longer exists in eight of the counties,

having been used for various purposes, and in many of the remaining
counties but a portion of it still remains ; hence the interest from this

fund affords aid only in certain localities, and contributes but little

toward making free schools. The moneys received from the sources

named for the support of public schools therefore amount to only
about $3 40 on an average for each child in the State. This is not
sufficient to make the schools free and keep them open a reasonable
length of time during the year, hence the people are compelled either

to charge tuition fees, or cause a local tax to be assessed. In the
cities the schools are made free by a city tax, and in the country by
a district tax. The advantages of free schools over those partially

supported by tuition fees are being appreciated by the people, and
the conviction is becoming general that some legislation is neede'd

which will give to every district in the. State a free school. To make
them free we need but two sources of revenue, a general fund to be
appropriated to all the districts on the basis of the school census,

and a local tax to be assessed when and where needed. A general
fund cannot be so apportioned as to give to every district enough to

support the schools, and leave a surplus in none. For the expense
of maintaining a school does not depend upon the number of chil-

dren in the district, nor upon any other fact which can be taken as a
basis of apportionment. We need therefore a general school fund
sufficient to maintain the ordinary grade of schools at times when
no extra or unusual expenses are incurred, and a district tax to be
assessed in those districts where the people, with more than ordi-

nary enterprise, desire a better grade of schools than can be sup-
ported by the general fund, and in all districts where additional funds
are needed to erect, furnish, or repair school buildmgs. At present
we have two sources from whence we derive a general fund ; the State
appropriation and the township school tax. This, it appears to me,
is unnecessary. I see no reason why we could not dispense with our
township school tax altogether by increasing the State appropriation
equal to the amount we now derive from that source. There are
many objections to a toAvnship school tax which would be avoided
by the State appropriation. Our public schools should not^depend,
for their support, upon a revenue which a mere majority at town
meeting can any ^-ear withhold. Party interests, political issues, or
the exertions of influential men opposed to public schools will often
defeat a school tax, and in consequence the schools for the year must
either be closed, or tuition fees must be imposed upon those who
attend. Much difficulty is experienced in apportioning township
school moneys to districts lying in two or more adjoining townships,
for separate apportionments must be made, separate accounts kept,
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and separate reports rendered eveiy year for eacli fraction, the same
as though it were an entire district. In some of the counties as many
as one-foui'th of the districts are fractional, being situated in from
two to four adjoining to^\•nships, and a separate appoxtionment, ac-

count and report must be made for each part. All this would be
avoided by a State appropriation, for all moneys then belonging to a
fractional district could be kept and distributed by the collector of

the township in which that part was situted having the school-house.

In such fractional districts too the townships in Avhich they are situ-

ated often vote different amounts of school tax per child, and thus
one portion of a district is made to contribute more toward the sup-
port of the school than the other, and this becomes a cause of dis-

satisfaction and trouble. Public schools, giving a free education to

all, have long been considered with us not only a benefit but a ne-
cessitj^ and hence the fund for their support should be permanent.

Suppose, in place of imposing a tov.nship school tax everj- year,

the State makes an appropriation of $4 per child, let us see what
would be the result. The State now appropriates 40 cents per child

;

the increase would be $3 60 per child, which Avould be in lieu of the
towns! ip school tax, the minimum amount of which is $2, and the
maximum amount $4 per child. This appropriation would enable
the city authorities to lessen their school tax $3 60 per child. The
average amount raised in all the cities of the State last year was
$5 50 per child, and in no city was the school tax less than the pro-
posed appropriation. The $3 60 per child, which is now assessed as
a cit}' tax for schools, would be raised by State tax and apportioned
to the cities, and the additional amount needed in each city coidd be
determined and assessed by the city authorities. Last j'ear 27toTVTi-

ships raised $4 iDer child, or 40 cents per child more than we propose
shall be appropriated by the State, and in 66 townships the school
tax ranged between S3 and .$4 per child ; hence in all the cities and in

nearly one-half of the townships of the State the school tax which
the people voluntarily impose upon themselves dijffers but little, more
or less, from the State tax necessary to make the proposed appro-
priation. In the remaining townships (113) the school tax ranges
between $2 and S3 per child ; in these only would the tax be
increased, but the increase would be equaled by the decrease in the
amount of district tax and tuition bills now necessary to support the
schools. The aggregate amount appropriated by the State would
not diffej: very much from the aggregate now raised by township and
city tax. The appropriation on the basis of the census of last Au-
gust would be $961,480; whereas the tovv'nship and city tax, not
including the interest on the surplus revenue and district tax,

amounted last year to $953,881 18, which is only $7,598 82 less than
the proposed appropriation.

If all the proceeds from the sale of lands lying under water, to

which the State lays claim, should be credited to the School fund,

the revenue from that source might be so increased as to be suf-
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ficient in a few years to pay the gi'eater portion of tliis approj^ria-

tion, if not the entire sum, and then the only school tax needed
would be local, to be assessed in the cities as a city tax, and in the

country as a district tax.

NOKMAL SCHOOL.

The Normal School dmiug the past year has enjoyed a season of

unusual prosperity. The whole number of pupils that have been
under instruction, for a greater or less portion of time, in the several

departments, during the year, is 1,116, of whom 259 attended the

Normal School, or teacher's department ; 555 attended the Model
School ; and 302 the Preparatory School, at Beverly. This attend-

ance is greater than that reported for any pre^dous year. The Nor-
mal School has for its special object the preparation of teachers for

the duties of their profession. By its instrumentality a large num-
ber of the schools of the State are every year supplied with well-

trained teachers. It is not pretended that normal graduates never

make failures ; they do, many of them, but the rule, nevertheless, is

true, that the teacher trained to teach is far more likely to succeed

than if he had received no special instruction in the art of his pro-

fession. That some normal teachers fail is no argument against the

efficiency of the school in which they were taught, nor against the

fact that special preparation is necessary to secure successful teach-

ing. There is no professional school that cannot count among its

graduates jnany who have failed in the duties of their profession.

Yet no one doubts but the majority of the graduates of these institu-

tions have made better divines, lawyers or doctors than they would
have been without the advantage of a special training. The same is

true with teachers ; the trained, with equal natural qualifications,

are more likely to succeed than the untrained.

COUNTY SUPERVISION.

County school supervision, which the law substitutes for township

supervision, I regard as the vitalizing element in our school system.

By it we secure systematic and uniform action in all parts of the

State. School moneys are more strictly guarded, more justly appro-

priated, and more judiciously expended ; the provisions of the law

are more faithfully executed and observed ; school-houses unfit for

school purposes are condemned, and the people are induced to erect

new and commodious ones in their places ; district boundaries are

being definitely located, and, where thought necessary, such changes

are made as the interests of education seem to demand ; larger sums
of money are voted for school purposes than ever before ; teachers

have been led to improve themselves in order to pass with credit the

examinations they are required to undergo ; numerous evils in

school management, which have been tolerated for years, are being
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corrected and removed ; school returns are more accurate, more
complete, more satisfactory, and far more reliable than formerly

;

uniformity of text books is secured in the different schools ; contro-
versies and disputes relating to school matters are settled without
resort to legal arbitration ; and, in a word, a new impulse in nearly
all parts of the State has been given to the cause of education, and
a healthy public sentiment in favor of free schools has been created.

County supervision is not a new feature in our law ; it has been
practically tested in New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Vir-

ginia, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, Missoviri,

Kansas, Cahfornia, and in other States, in a modified form, and in

no State where it has once been adopted has it been abandoned,
whil'e the system of super^^.sion by town superintendents has bean
substituted by some other in every State where it has been intro-

duced, except one.

The following selections from the reports of State Superintendents
of public instruction show the practical workings of the system of

county "supervision in those States where it has been tested, and the
estimation in Avhich it is held by these school officers :

Hon. C. P. Coburn, Superintendent of Common Schools in Penn-
sylvania, in his report for 1865, thus alludes to the results accom-
plished in his State : •

" On the first Monday of June next the office of county superin-

tendent will have been in operation twelve years, and the wisdom of

the plan of supervision by county officers is abundantly vindicated

by the results in the State since its establishment. Our teachers

are better educated, schools better taught, and the public mind bet-

ter informed no the subject of education. We have better houses,

more good furniture, more apparatus, greater uniformity in text-

books and methods of teaching and managing schools."

The same officer, in his report for 1866, says :

" Those who have worked in this department during the whole
twelve years, or who have watched the workings of the system of

school supervision by county superintendents, can readily determine
by comparison the good that has been done by this agency. The
improvement of school-houses, the elevation in the qualification of

teachers, the increase in the number of branches taught in the
schools, and the general waking up of the people of the State to the

importance of education, these all give evidence of the utility and
usefulness of this office. Indeed, so thoroughly established has it

become, and so important is it to the success of the system, that to

dispense with it would be to strike one of the main ' working beams
from our complicated educational machinery."
Hon. J. P. Wickersham, the present State Superintendent of

Pennsylvania, writes as follows :

" County Superintendents were first elected in this State in 1854,

and it is not claiming too much for the office to say that it has vital-
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ized the whole system. To it, more than to any other agency, or to all

other agencies combined, ive owe our educational progress during the last

ticelve years."

Hon. V. M. Kice, ex-Superintendent of PubHc Instruction in the
State of New York, in his annual report for 1865, says :

" In nearly all the reports fi'oni this department, made since 1856,

our present system of supervision by commissioners has been dis-

cussed and approved. Another year's experience only confirms me
in the opinion, more fully expressed in former reports, that it is

incomparably superior, both in economy and efficiency, to that

by town superintendents, which it superseded ; that it isfully adapted
to the real wants of our common school system ; that our. people very
generall}^ acquiesce in its necessity and propriety ; that its abolition

tcoidd be a public calamity,from the effects of ivhich our schools ivoidd

not recover in many years ; and finally that the objections to it are

founded in error, and are utterly unworth}^ of the serious attention

of the Legislature."

Hon. J. L. Pickard, State Superintendent in the State of Wiscon-
sin, in his report for 1863, remarks :

" The experiment of county superintendency has now been tried

for two years. So far it has been successful beyond my most san-

guine expectations."

Hon. John G. McMj-nu, Superintendent in the same State, in his

report for 1864, says :

" It is now three years since the law creating the office of County
Superintendent was passed. That it has advanced the interests of

education in the State is generally admitted, and were it possible to

secure the services of men for this office who possess the culture,

character and energy, skill and tact necessary, there could be de-

vised no means more efficient than this agency."
The same officer, in his report for the following year, wrote :

*' The law creating this office was passed in 1861, aiad has there-

fore been in operation four years, a time sufficient to enable us to

form an opinion of its worth and utility. Our experience has not
been unlike that. of other States. The beneficial results of the pres-

ent system are seen in better school-houses, better methods of in-

struction, and more harmony of action among the people in man-
aging school affairs."

Hon. John P. Brooks, formerly State Superintendent in Illinois,

in his biennial report for 1863 and 1864, says :

" It is shown by statistics and statements contained in our county
reports, that important results have been achieved, relating to the

general progress of the educational interests of the State, through
the agency of county commissioners. Public attention has been
aroused in many places to the importance of encouraging and sus-

taining the important educational enterprises of the day, and a more
general and cordial support has been rendered by the people to the

common schools of the State. The standard of qualification in the
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teaching profession lias been elevated, and teachers of our public
schools are required and encouraged to seek a better preparation
for their duties than formerly. The organization of county institutes

has contributed much to the improvement of teachers and schools.
Statistics are more readily and accm'ately reported, and school of-

ficers become more familiar with their duties. The system works
more harmoniously and efficiently from year to year, and continues
to grow in popular favor. Our school commissioners, by active and
careful supervision, contributed much to the general progress of our
common school interests, and have performed a work that no other
agency could have performed. It is the policy of the State to cher-
ish the office, and to extend to this agency all possible aid and sup-
»port."

Hon. Newton Bateman, Superintendent of Public Instruction in

the same State, in his biennial report for 1865 and 1866, bears the
following emphatic testimony in favor of this system. He says :

" County supervision of schools is the right arm of power of our
system. It cannot be dispensed with. It has done more than any
other one agency to make our schools what they are, and its \ital-

izing influence is more and more manifest every year. More and
better work has been done by it the past year than in any other
year since the system was established. Some of the results of the
labors of these men are seen in the facts and figures of this report.

Some of the counties have been almost revolutionized in respect to

schools and education during the past year, and the superintendents
have done it. They have visited the schools, visited the parents,

held institutes, addressed the people, issued circulars, wi'itten for the
press, published reports, and mightily awakened and quickened the
public mind. By their influence and efforts districts have been
consolidated, schools have been gi'aded, superior teachers employed,
courses of study perfected, controversies settled, school-houses built

and furnished, and the whole aspect of educational affairs changed
for the better. I know that these things are so, because I have seen
them ; I have ^dsited many of these good and true men in the scenes
of their labors, and witnessed the results that I describe. I declare
my belief that the destruction or crippling of the county superin-
tendency would be the severest blow that could now fall upon our
common schools. Let these men be encouraged—let them be sus-

tained—let them be paid, paid a sum sufficient to enable them to
give their whole time and energies to the common school work, * *

In dismissing this topic, I again affirm that the county superintend-
ency is the strongest living element in the common school system of

the State, and that it is more closely identified than any other with
the progress and development of that system in the future."

The foregoing testimony is certainly sufficient to remove all

doubts and fears as to the efficiency of this method of supervision
in advancing the cause of education ; and I trust that no Legislature
in this State will take from our law this wise provision ; but that it
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will, from time to time, as experience suggests, make such additions
to the law as will render this system still more efficient for good.

THE EFFECTS OF THE SCHOOL LAW.

Among the many good effects which have already resulted from
the practical workings of the recently enacted school law, the follow-

ing are probably the most important

:

The money which the people now voluntarily vote for sustaining

public schools is double the amount ever voted during any one year
under the old law.

The number of school-houses built during the past year is p,voba-

bly greater than were built during the previous five years.

The money voted for building and repairing school-houses this

year is eight times as great as was ever, in any one year before,

voted for these purposes.

The boundaries of school districts, of which no records were to be
found, either as they were originally laid out or of the changes which
have been made during the past thirty years, are being definitely

located, plotted, described, and recorded.

The apportionments of school moneys are made with far more ac-

curacy than ever before, and upon the only true basis, the number
of census children.

'

The examination of teachers, and the issuing of graded hcenses
have induced the teachers to improve themselves. This is evident
in the recent examinations, which, on an average, in many of the
counties, are from twenty to thirty per cent, better than those passed
by the same teachers at the first examinations held.

The authority which the law gives to each district to raise by dis-

trict tax such sums of money for school purposes as it needs, is hav-
ing the effect of making many of the schools entirely free which
before were partially supported by rate-bills.

IN CONCLUSION.

Our public schools are the safeguards of the republic ; they are
the crowning glory of our institutions, and as such they claim the
most hearty encouragement and the most liberal support of the peo-
ple and the State. That they may be made most efficient in accom-
plishing the great good for which they were established, let each
district be provided with a neat, comfortable and convenient school-
house ; let all the necessary funds be provided for maintaining free
schools in which the poor can enjoy equal advantages with the rich

;

let parents give to the schools their warmest support, to the teachers
their most hearty co-operation, and to their children all needed help
and encouragement ; let the teacher consider well the true nature
and responsibihty of his profession, and prepare himself for his gi-eat
work ; let him be faithful and dihgent in training, for the proper dis-
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charge of the duties of life, the youth intrusted to his care ; let all

school officers be vigilant and active in promoting the cause of edu-
cation, and in securing to every child the advantages of a public
school ; let the Legislature encourage and support every measure
calculated to advance the school interests, then will intelligence be
secured to the whole people and j)ermanent prosperity to the State.

E. A. APGAE,

State Superintendent of Public Jnstruction.



—

-
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TABULAE STATEMENTS.





I submit for careful examination the following statistical and writ-

ten reports furnished by the County Superintendents. The statisti-

cal tables are a record of the school operations of the past year for

each district in the State. In many districts there is evidence that

the people are active and zealous in their efforts to furnish the best

facilities for the education of their thildren; in others but little inter-

est in this great and important work seems to exist. A large major-
ity of the district clerks deserve great credit for the completeness
and accuracy of their district reports ; many, however, through care-

lessness or ignorance, have given very imperfect and unsatisfactory
returns. I sincerely hope and trust that every district clerk furnished
with a copy of this report will carefully examine the report made
for his district, and if he finds it defective, that he will next year
furnish one which will be complete and reliable in every particular.

There is no reason for leaving a single item unreported, and *with

proper care on the part of district clerks, every blank may be filled.

E. A. APGAE,

State Svperintendent.
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Statistical Report, by Counties, for the State of
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New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1868,
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ABSTRACT OF RECORD OF EXAMINATIONS,

Showing: the Nnmber of Certificates of the different Grades granted during

the past year.

COUNTIES.

COUNTY CERTIFICATES.

O

fH

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Atlantic 12

Bergen '

Burlington
j

13

Cftmden

Cape May . .

.

Cumberland

.

Essex .......

Gloucester.

.

Hudson

Hunterdon.

.

Mercer

Middlesex. .

.

Jlonmouth .

,

Morris

Ocean ,

Passaic

Salem ,

Somerset. ,

.

Sussex

Union

"Warren

Total 75

5

4

19

3

9

1

14

2

14

2

2

4

24

18

19

9

20
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Apportionment of the State Appropriation for Public Seliools for the

year 1808.

Amount from School Fund $35,000 00

Amount from State Revenue 65,000 00

"Whole number of Children in the State between the ages of five and

eighteen, according to the Census of 1867 230,518

Amount for each child from School Fund 0. 15183196

Amount for each child from State Revenue 0.28197364

COUNTIES.

«
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County Superintendents of New Jersey.

CoTinties. . Names. Fost Office Address.

Atlantic CALVIN "WRIGHT Absecom

Bkroen ALEXANDER CASS Englewood

Burlington JAMES E. GLFFIN Moorestown

Camden ALEXANDER GILMORE Camden

Capk Mat MAURICE BEESLEY DennisviUe

Cumberland ALBERT R. JONES Shiloh

Essex CHARLES M. DAVIS Bloomfleld

Gloucester "WILLIAM MILLIGAN "Woodbury

Hudson "WILLIAM L. DICKINSON Jersey City

Hunterdon JOHN C. RAFFERTY Flemington

Mercer WILLIAM J. GIBBY Princeton

Middlesex RALPH "WILLIS Spotswood

Monmouth SAMUEL LOCKWOOD Keyport

Morris ROBERT H. DE HART Morristown

Ocean "W. F. BROWN Point Pleaeant

Passaic J. C. CRUIKSHANK Little FaUs

Salem WILLIAM H. REED Woodstowu

Somerset F. J. FRELINGHUYSEN Raritan

Sussex NATHANIEL PETTIT Newton

Union A. F. CAMPBELL Plainfield

"Warren JOSEPH S. SMITH Asbury

Salary.





STATISTICAL REPORTS
OF

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.
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statistical Reports, bjr Districts, for tbe Connty of ATIiASTTIC,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

TOWKSHIPS AND DlS-
THICTS OR Cities.
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state of New Jersey, for the Schoal Year ending; Aag:ust 31, 1868.

25 00

5. See No. 39 Hamilton Tw'p. 6. See No. 38 Hamilton Tw'p. 7. No. report. Dis. mostly in Cum'd Co.
8. See No. 13 Galloway TowTiBhip. 9. See No. 3i Buena Vista Towneliip.
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statistical Beports, by Districts, for the County of BERGEBT,

Townships and
DiSTKICTS OB

Cities.
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statistical Reports, by Districts, for the County of BERGIIK,

i FINANCIAI, STATEMEKT.

TOWNSHir.S AND
Districts ob

Cities.
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state of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1S6S.
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672 SCHOOL EEPORT.
statistical Beports. by Districts, for the County of B1JRL.IIirOTO?r.

TOWSSHIPR AND
DiSTEICTS OR

Cities.

FINANCIAI. STATEMENT.

a&3
° m a

2 °

;2 o Bll

m bio

Sag

BEVERLY.
Beverly,
Delanco,
Cooperstown,
Eiver,

1 S237 10 2
2I 57 43 8

.3 18 38
4 22 97 5

BOBDENTOTra.
Bordentown, 1

Tieldsborough, 2

Mansfield Square, 3

BURLINGTON.
Oakland,
Union,
Scott,

Irick,

Shedaker,

BASS RIVER.
Bass River, Die.

East Bass River,
Union Hill,

Martha Furnace,
Cedar Grove,

CI>'XAMrNSON.
"U'estfield,

Cinnaminson,
Westchester,
Che6ter\-iUe,
Bridgeborough,
Progress,
Biverton,

CHESTER.
Chesterville,
Poplar Grove,
MoorestowTi,
Chester Brick,
Hartford,
Cheete'rford,

CHESTERFIELD.
Crosswicks,
Recklesstown,
Platteburg,
Black's Bridge,
Union,

EVESHAM.
Ccntreton,
Marlton,
Green Grove,
Mount Laurel,
Hartford,
Centre,
Pine Grove,
MiUford,
Cropwell,
Fellowship,
Easton,
London Grove,

1,181 13 4

286 12 8
9156 1

114 45 1

335 89 5

665 02
126 15 9

28 88 5

1,673 27 4

4,768 44 9

918 43 6
210 28 1

810 06 5

28 70 2

650 28 1

29 60 9

33 63 5

40 36 2

5,897 16 8

164 12 3

3,718 42
169 25 2

192 33 2

230 80 8

$62 50
154 00

216 50

203 41
2,100 00

782 58 9

48 43 9

30 71 7

23 62 9

17 72 1

5 119

4,474 93 5

240 95 5

152 80 1

117 53 9

88 15 4
25 46 6

2,100 00

125 62 8 024 91 8

67 87 2 353 14 2
46 79 4 243 47 0!

60 70 6| 315 85 3i

25 29 4 131 GO 5
64 .50 335 59 4!

64 92 1 337 78 81

71 66 61 372 88 Sl

401 75 6 2,090 33 8

8 03 41 .52 14
34 8151 225 94 1

162 47 1|1,0,54 39 5]

22 76 3 147 73 1

19 63 9 127 45 4'

2142 4 139 04 1!

269 14 9 1,746 70 4:

655 43 1:

679 53 9!

293 52 8

1

313 91 7

82 79 1

232 06 9 1,835 20 8

,1
1 125 67 5'

259 87 0!

1 170 40 7

7! 236 43 9;

ll 144 84 61

5| 11715 41

61 287 56 21

0| 253 48

2| 6177 2

7 204 48 8:

2 42 60 1'

3 232 17 9

$1,418 23 6
406 06 6

263 94 1

137 42 6

2,225 66 9

5,423 47
1,044 59 6

239 16 6

$810 00
270 00
240 00

$216 59

22 96

1,320 00,

6,125 00'

900 00
219 00

239 65

465 00

6,707 23 4 6,244 001 465 00 14,100 00

396 23 5

6,468 70 5

198 86 1

225 96 7

271 17 1

210 00]

4,137 50'

178 00'

200 00
225 001

5,749 98

7,560 94 0|

289 39 5j

183 519:.
141 16 8,

105 87 6

30 58 6

4,950 501

269 00

"moo!
185 00
30 58

5,809 16

2,000 00
677 87

750 54 6; 605 58! 2,677 87

j

421 01 5;

290 26 5I

376 56 Oi

156 90 Oi

400 09 5;

402 71 Oi

600 00
300 OU
316 36;

156 90
400 00
329 07
292 50!

163 87 800 00
650 00 2,000 00

2,492 09 5 2,294 83]

60 17 41

260 75 7l

1,216 86 6]

170 49 5

147 09 3i

160 46 51

60 171

260 76

j

1,000 00
263 75'

147 09

160 46'

5,000 00

"i20 45

2,015 85 3 1,892 24! 5.120 45

738
652
229
353
93

312'

82 31

26 4j

61 3!

26 0|

624 00;

570 00'

209 26

i

266 00!

93 26

34 01
470 00
108 69

2,067 27 2 1,763 22

183
778
810
280
171
138
590
300
73

352
50

275'

08 7

26 1

82 8
46 7!

81 7

97
24 8

68 1

27 5

56 6
53 4

41 3

60 001

183 80
712 50'

132 00

I

280 461

171 811

138 97
220 .50'

130 00
240 00
315 00
50 53'

317 14; 500 00

397 82 9.21,13 64 9 971 841 3,506 15 OI' 2,892 091 925 851 9,4U 00
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statistical Reports, by Districts, for the Conn|;y of BURIilNGTON.

towijships and
Districts ob

Cities.

EGG HABBOB.
Parkortown,
TiickortowTi,
WoBt Tuckerton,
Giflord,
Down Shore & lel.

Flaina,

LUMBERTON.
Fostertown,
Luiuborton,
HiiiucBport,
Ea}Teato\vn,
Laue,
Easton,
Wignam,

MANSFIELD.
Thi-eo Tuus,
Florence,
Lower Mansflcld,
Grove,
Columbus,
Mansfield,
Georgetown,
Mautjlield Square,
Irving,

MEDFORD.
Medford,
Oak Grove,
Chairvillo,
Eastern,
I3r»cc KoadB,

NEW HANOVER.
Wrightsto\vn,
Puint\'ille,

Cookbtown,
J.'icobsto>\"n,

Union,
Platt!!burg,

Harrison,
Jtiliustown,

NOBTHAirPTON.
Northampton,

PEMBERTON.
Brandywino,
Peuiberton,
Jefferson,
Coatea,
New Lisbon,
Brown's Hills,

New Hanover,
Ewen,
Union,

8HAM0NG.
Tabernacle,
Union,
Free Soil,

Hartford,
Ateion,,
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statistical Report, by Districts, for tlie County of BlIRIilHreTON,

Townships and
Districts ob

Cities.
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statistical Reports, by Districts, for the County of CAHIDEIV,
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680 SCHOOL KEPOKT.
statistical Reports, by Districts, for the Connty of CAPE MAT,

TOWWSHIPS AND
DiSTBICTS OB

Cities.

FINAMCIAI. STATEMENT.

^ S P

.ol

"3 '"

SU&D

"St

WASHINGTON.
Mt. Pleasant,
Bethel,
Bunker Hill,

Chestnut Ridge,
Deptlord.l
Spring Mills,!

WATERFORD.
Gibbsboro,'
Glendale,
Milford,
Jackson,
Waterford,
Berlin,!
Thome,!
Tansboro' North,! 91

Atco, 10

WINSLOW.
Winslow,
Union,
Pomp Branch,
New Brooklyn,!
Tansboro,'
Secklertown,
Berlin,! 7

Bates' Mill, 8

Tansboro' North.l 9

Ancora, !0

8UMMABT.

Camden City,

Gloucester City,

Centre
Delaware
Gloucester
Haddon
Monroe
Newton
Stockton
"Washington
Waterford
Winslow

CAPE MAY.
UPPER TOWNS'P.

District No. !

2

3

4

DENNIS.

Dletrict No. 8

I

$30 37

i

$!79 9!

57 69

I

341 83

28 20 !67 95'

26 461 !56 77

34 27

i

203 03

3
4"' 20 56

I

$1!0 50{

180 46 !,069 15

23 43'

27 761

30 371

43 38'

75 48
78 96
!5 18

1 30
24 29

113 25
!34 22
146 80*

2U9 72

1

364 91

381 69^

73 40!

6 29>

117 44'

$320 78'

399 52:

!95 251

403 23
237 30
24 03

330 501 !,580 !!

!84 45
20! 20
!77 17
253 !0
440 39
668 33
205 75

7 59
!41 73

207 63
!!7 17i

$22! 00
570 00
305 00
220 00

$72 26:

6 63;

!67 50
!70 00
!00 00

$300 00
!,000 00
300 00
300 00
300 00

78 79.

i 501

20 63
i

2,200 00

300 00

300 00
479 40
278 00

320 15' 1,547 72,

96 73'

45 55'

26 03
10 41

'

25 15
34 27'

6 51

14 32
37 32

:

4 77!

685 46'

322 75

!

!84 431

73 77!

213 41,

242 83;

46 11

101 44
2'29 22!

33 81 i

411 84

!!! 46

1
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statistical Reports, by Districts, for the County of CVSIBERI^AirD,

Townships akd
Districts or

Cities.

DENNIS TWN'P.
District No. 12

13
14

MIDDLE.
DiatrictNo. 15

16
17
18
19
20
21

LOWER.
District No. 22

23
24

CAPE ISLAND, 27

8UMMABY.

Upper
Denuis
MidiUo
Lower
Ciipc Islaud City.

.

CUMBERL'D.
DEERFIELD.
Centre,
Union,
Friendship,
Woodrufl's,
Jac^kson,
Cohansey,
West Branch,
Ctntrovillo,

1

2
3
4
6
6

2 7

2 8

DOWNE, 1

Newjjort Neck,
Newport,
Turkey Point,
DiviiUng Creek,
Tom's Bridge,
Port Norris,
llaleyville,

Miuiricotown,
I'uckshntem,
Kobiustown,

FAIRFIELD. 1

Fail-ton,

Back Neck,
Central,
Cedarvillo,
Uerriug Row,

riNAMCIAL STATEMENT.

S.°

$37 74
28 63
26 90

209 10

18 22
65 07
38 61

81 12
44 25
41 21

17 36

Is

|g3
H ®

Si=i

$288 52
218 87
205 61

305 84

47 28
23 43
35 57

31 23
60 30

197 81

92 83

202 15
209 10
305 84
197 81
92 83

1,007 73

1,598 46

88 91
317 56
188 42
395 90
225 94
201 13
84 68

$28 78

1,492 54

364 11

180 38
273 92
240 50
464 31

1,523 22

1,039 06

1,427 82
1,598 40
1,492 54
1,.523 22
1,039 06

7,081 10

83 21
434 11

285 78
213 42
184 40
191 72

65 11

47 04

1,504 79

157 36
685 20
190 35
258 36
139 56
185 25
261 39
499 92
157 56
228 20

2,763 15

410 58
164 78
280 92
C56 35
202 60

232 00
150 00

$355 04
247 50
232 51

1,858 48

107 13
382 63
227 03
477 02
260 19
242 34

102 04

1,798 38

411 39
203 81
309 49
271 73
624 61

all

$827 50
240 00
90 00

0*0

9 2.9

22 46
879 00

1,667 50

125 00
304 00
200 00
370 00
338 50
265 00
126 00

1,727 50

316 00
190 60
267 00
201 00
800 00

60 92

50 00
60 00

652 00 100 00

145 95
166 00

88 40
11 73

352 00
46 00

1,721 03

1,131 89

1,629 97
1,858 48
1,798 38
1,721 03
1,131 89

8,139 75

133 21
754 11

285 78
213 42
416 40
341 72
65 11
47 04

2,256 79

157 36
1,185 20
190 35
258 36
285 .51

351 25
501 39
499 92
245 96
239 93

3,915 23

7G2 68
210 78
280 92
656 35
202 60

1,774 50

1,357 00

1,396 50
1,667 50

1,727 50
1,774 50
1,357 00

7,923 00

135 00
202 00
180 00
105 00
209 rfO

134 33

1,025 33

192 60
208 36

205 00

'280 66

50 00
42 50

100 00

$800 00

'96606

192 50

25 11

32 00
27 08
32 85

200 00

817 04

4,970 00

1,196 08
901 46
192 50
317 04

4,970 00

7,577

600 00
270 00

100 00
232 00
160 00

752 00

1,785 96

300 00
175 00
127 27

340 00

3,000 00

200 DO
800 00

1,000 00
250 00
800 00
150 00
125 00

2,825 00

150 00
300 00

400 00
2,500 00

3,350 00

8,000 00

2,350 00
3,000 00
2,825 00
3,350 00
8,000 00

19,525 00

600 00
1,600 00
600 00
100 00
500 00
500 00

3,700 00

2,000 00

1,100 00
100 00

1,000 00
2,000 00
1,200 00
800 00

8,200 00

100 00
800 00
300 00
600 00
400 00

1 State appropriation, township tax, and surplus revenue included under one head.
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statistical Report, by Districts,
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686 SCHOOL EEPORT.
statistical Report, by Districts, for the Connty of ESSEX.
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688 SCHOOL KEPORT.
statistical Reports, by Districts, for the County of GL.OUCEST£R,
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state of New Jersey, for tbe School Year ending Ang^nst 31, 1S68.
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690 SCHOOL REPOKT.
statistical Reports, by Districts, for tlie Connty of GL.OUCEST£R,
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692 SCHOOL EEPOKT.
statistical Report, by Districts, for the Connties ofHUDSON & HVSTTERDOX,
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694 SCHOOL EEPOET.
statistical Beport, by Districts, for the Connty of HUNTERDON.
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696 SCHOOL EEPOBT.
statistical Reports, by Bistricts, for tbe Coanty of HUNTERDON,



SCHOOL EEPORT.
state of New Jersey, for tlie Year ending: Angrnst 31, 1888.

697

a!

Attendance upon Public Schools.
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statistical Beports, by Districts, for the County of HUNTERDON,
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state of New Jersey, for the School Year enfltnii^ Augrnst 31, 1868.
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700 SCHOOL REPORT.
statistical Report, by Districts, for the Connty of MERCER.

TOW>tRHIP8 AUD
DlHTKlfTS OB

Cities.
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state of New Jersey, for the Scbool Tear ending Angnst 31, 1869.
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702 SCHOOL REPORT.
statistical Report, by Districts, for the County"of miDDI^ESEX,

Townships and
UlSTBICTS OB

Cities.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

2.2
j5 «

<*J 6

its
S"

^x

£ 2 a

LAWIiENCK.
Central,
Clarksville,!

Ewiugville,!
rederalCity,!
Brick,
Cold Soil,

CcntrevUle,!
MillLain,
Grove,

PKIlSrCETON.
I'rincotou,

Stony Brook,
Cedar Grove,

1

Mount Lucas,
Kingston,! '

WASHINGTON.
Windsor,
Page's Corner,
New Sharon,
Kobbiusville,
Now District,!

Assanpink,!
Hickory Corner,!
AUen,l

WEST WINDSOR.
Penn's Neck,
Cranberry Neck,!
ParsonaKG,
Clarksville,!

Dutch Nock,
Assanpink,!
Locust Corner,
Washington,!

TKENTON CITY. 10

SUMMABT.

East Windsor
Ewing
Hamilton
Hopewell
Lawrence
Princeton
Washington
West Windsor
Trenton

MIDDLESEX.
EAST BRUNSWICK

District No. !

2

3

4
! 5

C

7

8

171 14

l.") 02
8 08

G 07
42 51

33 84
! 73

70 28
37 74

287 G!

300 49
37 74
3G ^4
25 59
14 32

$548 15
120 32
66 85
46 79

327 65
260 71

!3 37
54! 47
290 79

$40! 00

2,216 00

2,482 72
259 93
25J 96
176 27
98 59

$2,500 00

ioo 00

$1,020 29
135 94
75 53
52 86

370 0(1

340 49
15 10

Gil 75

353 53

$1,000 00
250 00

$100 00

390 00
313 33

43 92
27 16

002 00
410 00

47! 94

24! 75
15 90
75 80
11 00

655 80

2,975 55

5,584 96
.313 57
463 20
212 86
708 71

3,025 33

3,647 80
240 00
350 00
224 50
(575 00

474 58 3,268 471 2,600 00

55 96
35 14'

29 07
3! 23
21 26
5 64
4 34
18 65

201 29

.39 91
11 28
39 91

22 13
52 49
29 93
15 18
4 34

215 17

2,430 6!

204 62
214 73
e35 53
500 18
287 61
474 58
201 29
215 17

2,430 01

5,224 32

64 20
35 14
89 30
22 50
32 54
38 02
60 72
19 52

362 66

1 Part of district.

4 Unreliable.

427 42
268 38
222 00
238 56
162 36
43 07
33 13

142 47

1,537 39

218 37
6! 71

218 37
121 05
287 20
103 78
83 08
23 74

1,177 30

1,688 00
1,485 00
4,.395 00
2,306 00
2,216 00
2,308 47
1,537 39
1,177 30

18,073 16

444 00
243 00
618 00
156 00
225 00
267 00
420 00
135 00

2,508 00

114 00
!70 00

290 50
484 76

904 04
471 94

1,000 25

3,522 35

7,343 30

483 38
303 52
25! 07
269 79
183 62
48 71

37 47

161 12

5,037 30

372 67

296 00
265 00
285 00
215 00

950 00
28 00
6 00
18 00

1,738 68

264 14
72 99

378 28
143 18
339 69
438 71

98 20
28 08

1,763 33

18,430 6!

2,243 12
2,184 49
5,144 63
3,880 22
2,975 55
7,343 30
1,738 08
1,703 33

18,430 61

45,703 83

508 20
278 14

1,6.57 36
236 56
257 54
351 88
516 49
354 52

4,160 69

2 See Ewingtownship.
5 Report incomplete.

1,433 67

294 92

1,002 00

20 00

1,944 94
1,173 10
3,523 95
3,789 29
3,025 33
5,037 30
1,433 67
539 92

484 72
34 30

5,196 28
1,078 36
171 08
25 00

1,002 00
40 00

8,0aa 54

450 00
270 00

950 00
68 00

225 00
473 00
34! 66'

46 20
35 77

200 00

2,122 66 1,290 03

3 See Hopewell.
6 See West Windsor.

1,200

1,500
1,000
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Townships and
Districts ok

Cities.

SHREWSBURY.
Eatoutown Br'h,! 9

Grccu Grove,1 10
Shark Kiv. B'h.l 11

UPP'R FREEHOLD
Allentown,
Ceutre,
East Branch,
luilaystown,
Coward's,
Cream Ridge,
Pleasant Ridge,

1

New Sharon,!
Union, 1

Walnford.l

WALL.
Old Bridge,
Squam Villago,

Chapel,
Pearce's,
Manasquam,
Hurley's,
HoweU Works,
New Bedford,
Blansingburg,
Ceutre,

SUMMABY.

Atlantic
Freehold
HoLmdel
Howell
Maualapan
Marlborough....
Matawan
Middletowu
Millstone
Ocean
Raritan
Shrewsbury
Upper Freehold,
WaU

MOBKIS,
BOONTON.

District No.

CHATHAM.
District No.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

C3 .

a
0) o

S6 42
12 81

IG 95

724 34

136 44
34 35
58 59
69 12
38 01
59 07
26 55
16 95
11 92
10 98

401 98

32 52
45 81
70 05
84 25
39 39
26 58
15 12

60 00
39 39
34 80

447 91

254 56
541 19
201 45
500 44
328 74
298 52
321 87
642 84
321 41
773 33
479 84
724 34
461 98
447 91

6,298 42

347 15

27 35
29 75
23 00
13 46

440 71

54 88
65 76
142 86
34 84
31 36
34 40
35 28

O M S

$59 16
117 39
155 51

6,643 30

766 50
193 44
329 56
386 26
213 33
332 13
150 40
95 22
67 10
61 76

2,595 70

152 64
215 27
330 07
397 77

186 35
126 39
71 61

282 25
186 35
163 65

2,112 35

1,314 81
3,098 04

1,.558 23
3,495 82
1,633 97
1,713 80
2,981 63
6,008 05
2,324 08
7,265 51

2,317 52
6,643 30
2,595 70
2,112 35

45,062 81

1,766 80
139 12
145 76
117 05
68 46

2,237 19

427 83
512 72

1,113 68
271 64
244 48
268 26

275 03

1 Part of District.

5,450 00

250 00
800 00
400 00
500 00
235 00
200 00

2,385 00

2,688 05
1,400 00
200 00
190 00
528 72
428 00
600 00

2,230 00
1,430 00
1,300 00
770 00

5,450 00
2,385 00

32 50

19,632 27

1,736 05

2,200 00
140 97
50 00

$20 00

100 00

20 00

118 00
60 00
153 00
20 00

491 25

66 00
135 00
108 61
66 25

345 41
179 00
62 00
5 00

175 25
60 00

430 00
20 00
100 00
491 26

2,243 78

$65 58
130 20
172 46

12,837 64

1,152 94
1,027 78

788 15
1,055 38
486 34
591 20
176 95
112 17

79 02
72 74

5,542 68

185 16
381 08
400 12
482 02
245 74
1.52 97
204 73
434 75
379 00
218 45

O

4,322 18

721 00
207 50
302 50
500 00
195 00
300 00

3,084 02

4,323 42
5,174 23
2,068 29
4,252 51
2,836 84
2,619 32
3,965 50
8,885 89
4,250 74
9,398 84
3,997 36

12,837 64
5,542 68
3,084 02

73,237 28

3,350 05
166 47
675 51
140 05
81 92

4,413 95

482 71

578 48
3,456 54
447 45
325 84
302 66
310 31

140 00
240 00
340 00
600 00
295 25
155 00
120 00
326 50
379 00
520 00

3,115 75

1,679 55
3,435 72
1,771 63
3,240 31

2,1.50 50
1,579 08
2,005 00
4,642 25
.2,419 28
4,980 50
3,487 25
4,322 18

2,226 00
3,115 75

41,055 00

3,000 00
160 00

3,160 00

513 33
600 00

1,200 00
368 53
358 31
250 00
340 00

1,100 00

175 00
800 00
40 00
521 35
235 00
200 00

1,971 35 5,289 00

40 00

44 00
20 00
22 18

158 68

3,566 05
1,671 09
378 10
421 75
352 32
330 66
670 50

2,393 00
1,140 00
1,188 14

350 00
1,100 00
1,971 35
158 68

15,691 64

350 00
20 00

500 00

20 00
2,200 00

2 House destroyed by fire
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ll ." cs a>

a ""

a5

Attendance upon Public Schools.

a 3 ha 00 c-o a "

^S
33 ot:

c ^

^ o

Teach'rs
emply'd.

Av. sal'y i)'d

por month.

1,591

233 9
«5! 9

128a0>a
1391 9

87
112
G8
00
28
20

980

73
93
140
184
103
58
29

117
86
78

173
40
8(!

112
59

85

103 189 435

071Yes
19;Y08
21!Yc8
52; No
IRlYcs
33 Yob

$300 00

379 00
100 00

good
bad

250 00

75 66

good
good
good

$39 00

46 40
40 00

$30 80

18 83
20 00
28 33

55 65

38' 66
19 60

9

8

12

10>a
7>i

6
8

5(i

8G
123
1-UI

74

48
27'

7a

960

578
l,242l

388
1,140

752
096
684

1,398
787

1,729
1,159

1,591

980
960

14,084

&yi 10
1 26

394
798
295
836
441
4.^7

321
923
627
964
752
922
556
745

45
72
42
47

281

24
151

481

29;

65|
601

511 103i
...I 18'

10' 26i

207

43 Yes
33] No
27 Yes
52 1Yes
37; No
14! Yes
12

j
No

30 No
26

j
No

201 No

804 00

i

150 00
150 00
75 00

150 00
50 00
60 00
80 00
100 00

77 187

poor
good
good
good
good
good
poor
poor

100 00' good
155 48 i

good

17 ..

3 ..

17 ..

44
27 ..

10
2

9
26
24

81

164
63

1.52

97

94
86

238
115
226
137

189: 2571 334

61 136 1 340
98 1.51 470

294

181

342
122
262
210
179
164
374
21.'>

428
307

435
207

294

9| 9,030 261 602,1119 19871.5269

822 12 .533 1181 86i

i12 ly,\ 63,

16
55
30

10 (3)

5; (4)

1,015

1231

1.531

330l

81
j

74
.831

• 86'

HI,

951

14(){

74'

Hll

60'

37:

3 Ste

93 145
19 36

3,720

290 Yes
33 Yes

.1 15

13 j 151 20
601 12j 18

. . . . ; 13! 37

....I 8; 13

....| 17 15

.... 3 11

No. 8 Hanover.

323.

43 Yea
48 Yos
92 Yes
37 1 No
42 1 No
32 i Yes
20: Yes

380 00 .

711 45j.

410 001.

754 67 1.

886 00 .

770 00:.

187 00 .

76 00;

.

425 Oot

.

260 00 j.

5.50 001

.

300 00 .

804 00;.

1,070 48'.
1

7,.')90 6O1

133!

.501

150 001

140 00
50 00

100 Ot)

poor
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i See No. 8, Roxbury. 6 See No. G, Chester. 6 See No. 11, Rosbury. 7 No returns.
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Townships and
DiSTBICTS OB

Cities,

BKICK.
Uifitrict No.

DOVER.
Di8t,.-lct No.

FISANOIAL BTATEMENT.

2.2 * - i
o » 5= X c

'3 -'

5.*

?24 29
fi7 67
19 09
41 25
20 391

4 77

S123 no,

344 :i2l $1,000 00
97 12!....

225 13
103 73!....

24 28!

317 111 l,ni3 45- 1,000 00

2 7
8
9

2 10
2 11

1 12

.JACK80N. i

UiBtrict No. 1 l|

21

3
4
5
6|

1 7l

2 81

1 91

1

1

10!

Ill

1 12I

1 13

M.i.NCHESTEU.
DiHtrict No. 1

2

3

PLUMSTED.
UiBt. No. 1 and 4I

2'

1 3|

1!
"

.5'

1 7

STAFFORD.
District No.2 1

'

2

3

1 41

62 0<5

.39 04
129 71

32 54
30 80
10 84
7 81

19 95
29 OG
C 51

21 2()i

C 94

:iS2 52

21 26
26 46
35 57
27 76
m 01
29 07
17 78
19 09
20 82
18 22
22 13

2 60
3 04

504 87.

.

378 65 j.

1,257 96 .

.315 54i

.

298 71 I

.

105 18!.

75 83|.
193 661

.

281 89'.

C3 11;.

216 16 1

.

67 26 .

3,748 601

.

108 151.

134 64!

•

180 99i.
141 26|.

183 20 1

.

147 88;.

flO 50|.

97 12 .

105 95 1

.

92 701.

112 571.

13 24!

.

15 45 .

37 50

^P-

i;U7 89:

7.411 991 !
$6,00fJ 00

166 71 I $123 OOl 50 50]

309 38 I 287 OOl 40 00
124 12l I

29 05i I

241 14

48 00
10 00

11,228 56;

I

2,056 931

417 69

1

1,9.53 80!

348 08'

329 51
116 02 1

.

8'/ 54
213 50
762 95
69 62
227 42
74 20

7C7 5fi' 9,010 50

297 OOl

300 00

i

l,14ll 00.

1,500 00

32.506

171) 001

150 00;

6,653 26 2,252 00 2,277 00

129 41 .

161 10
264 56!

1,179 02
230 21

I

223 82|

108 28!.

116 21;.

126 771.

110 92!

82G 48
16 84 .

IH 491

.

185 OOJ

210 OOl

170 00' 1,000 00
146 00; 11 00
138 OOl 11 87

$200 00
300 00

2,375 00

1(X) 00
3(J<) 00

2,000 00

1,000 00

3,950 00

200 00
400 00

1,0M0 00
3u0 00
125 00

70 00'

.

102 00' 600 OOl

279 81 1,423 65.

10 05 155 66'.

81 56! "i^O 94'

31 231 302 91 .

184 731 3.511 061 1,021 67 1,622 87 2,625 00

800 OOl

871 71

2,172 50
9.34 14

n4 60
1,045 00!

268 00

i

700 001

500 00

1

600 001

128 841 1,249 51

98 91 i

68 97,

20 39

359 23!

668 94
197 74 154 331

3,978 35

1.078 14 .

737 911,

388 46!

1,367 60 1,800 00! 172 00

20 00 2(X) 00

.')2 92i 513 28-

26 901 260 85

35 14 340 78

303 231 2,940 82!

866 201

287 751

375 92;

130 00,

I

250 60

16 00^

36606! 50 00

154 33| 3.73-1 38| 380 00!

211 52
141 01
139 99,

9 20

21: 52;.

248 Oil

13if 99!

'.I 201.

275 00: I 1,500 00
450 OOl

;
1,800 00

UNION.
DiBtrict No. .36 87

68 13
39 04

104 98
18 22
7 38

501 72

296 3<.>!

467 10
313 73:

107 00

336 171

843 58
146 41

i

.'9 20,

60.H 72;

691 27!

2,025 23
377 731

948 67
178 63!

06 64'

725 00,

182 37

1

21 93
( 1,500 00

292 48 24 96
302 50j

115 OOl 14 00

3.3; «' 01)

4110 00
1.000 00
300 (Kl

264 62 i 2,126 381 1 .336 171

1 Part of district.

4,288 06^ 982 35l 1,560 891 2,500 00
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Townships and
DiSTKICTS OB

Cities.

SUMMAEY,

Andover
BjTam
Frankford
Green
IlauiiJton

Hardyston
Lafayette
Moutague ,

Newton
Sparta ,

Sandyston
Stillwater
Vernon
Walpack
Wantage

UNION.
UNION.

District No.

CRANFORD.
District (new)

SrRINGFIELD.
District No.

PLAINFIELD.
District No.

WESTFIELD.
District No.

PROVIDENCE.
District No. 1

2

13
100
100

1 Part District,
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state of Xew Jersey, for tlie School Year ending An^nst 31, 1868.

Teach'rs Av. sal'y p'd
emply'd. per month.

3 No report. 4 Report incomplete.
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REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Calvin Wright, Superintendent.

The statistical report wliicli I have tlie honor to submit for the

school year 1868 is believed to be substantially correct.

It will be seen by reference thereto that a majority of the school

buildings are marked poor, many of which are very poor—unworthy
the name they bear, and a source of regret to all who ieel any inter-

est in the cause of education : and a lively interest is beginnmg to

be manifested in most parts of the county on the subject of school

buildings.

May's Landing has done great honor to herself in the erection and
completion of the finest school-house in the county, save that of

Atlantic City ; either of which would be an ornament and a credit to

any community—models worthy of imitation, and I venture the as-

sertion, as good, if not the best in South Jersey. Buena Vista has
also done credit to herself m the erection of a new and commodious
house. South Absecom has come nobly up to the work by author-

izing an assessment of the district to the amount of over two thou-

sand (2,000) dollars for the same purpose ; many others are agitating

and urging the propriety of moving in the same direction.

I have reason to believe that the schools of Atlantic county are

generally in a a better condition than ever before. Several districts

have authorized assessments to an amount which, in connection with

the State and township funds, are sufficient to make their schools en-

tirely free from six to ten months of the year. Each township in the

county has voted to raise by tax three dollars per scholar for the

school year 1868—one dollar in excess of that of 1867—a sure guarr
antee of an increasing interest in behalf of popular education, and
an e'sddence that the people are rising to the importance of the sub-
ject and feel the necessity of improvement in educational matters, for

which there is an abundance of room. Judging fi'om what I have
learned concerning the sentiment of the people, I cannot help believ-

ing that they are ready to give their suffrages in favor of entire free

schools, should the opportunity be offered by the Legislature, and I

hope the day is not far distant when the State of New Jersey will

see the importance of rising in its majesty, and of demanding that

our public schools shall be supported at the public expense. Situ-

ated as are our rural districts, no equaUty of advantages can exist

until this end be attained. Many of our districts who consider them-
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selves so imfaA^orably circumstanced pecuniarily as not to admit of

charging even a small tuition fee, to assist in defi'a^dng the expenses
of their schools, are still favorable to the old practice of appropriating

the whole of their pubhc funds in operating them as far as the funds
will admit and then close. The result is that they are under the ne-

cessity of employing cheap (?) teachers in order to admit of their

schools being kept open the required time to secure their apportion-

ment of the State funds.

This is the condition of things in all our smaller schools and must
continue to exist until they can have equal advantages with those of

our larger and more wealthy schools, which can only be done by
instituting an entire Free School system.

Our present school law is certainly doing much in the right direc-

tion, and I trust will not be disturbed till the people are prepared to

take an advanced position, the tendency of which mil be to secure

equal rights and advantages to rich and poor. There can certainly

be no disputin^the fact that our best schools are fi'ee the year round,

or at least ten months of the year.

Next to these are those which are partially supported by rate-bill,

(tuition fee,) which, in connection with the State and toTsuship funds,

is sufficient to keep the schools in operation for the same length of

time. Not one of the districts that has adopted the latter method
has had occasion to return to the old system ; but several of them
have already taken an advanced step by authorizing a district assess-

ment, sufficient for an enthe free school. I feel in hopes of inducing

some of the districts, still operating under the old S3'stem, to adopt
the rate-bill system with a view to keeping theh schools open at

least nine months of the year. On the whole, Atlantic county is

certainly gaining gi'ound, and the prospect is that she will not long

be behind any of her sister counties in the interest manifested in be-

half of education.

The re-districting of the county has been a most perplexing task,

to say nothing of the enormous alaount of labor required in the per-

formance of this duty. As a rule, I have thought it best to conform
as nearly to old boiuidary lines as practical ; but fi'om the fact that

much of the territory of the county was not included within the

bounds of any district, I have been under the necessity of extending

the lines so as to include the whole, to accomplish which I have en-

deavored to obviate the necessity of actual survey, by making roads,

streams and individual property lines the boundaries, so far as it

coiild be done, and accommodate the great majority interested.

I may have failed in this respect in certain instances. Certain it

is, I have not the vanity to suppose that the work in all respects is

perfect ; but I have done the best I could under the chcumstances,
and it is not at all improbable that it may be found necessary to

make some changes, sketches of which, if made, will be duly for-

warded to you Avith a view to obviating any dispute that may arise

relative to district lines in the future.
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BEEGEN COUNTY.

Alexander Cass, Superintendent.

Wlicn I entered upon the duties of County Superintendent of

Public Scliools, I could not but entertain doubts of my ability to

discliarj^G tliem acceptably to the public and to my own satisfaction.

Tlie Act of 1867, empowering the State Board of Education to mul-
tiply tlie labors of county superintendents, only increased my appre-

hensions of being able to meet the expectations of the department
of education and escape pecuniary loss. That my apprehensions
wore well founded can readily be seen, when the duty not embodied
in the law itself, but engi'afted upon it, was imposed* upon county
superintendents to visit all the schools of their respective counties

twice a year. In the performance of this additional obhgation
much of my time has been consumed, necessitating prolonged ab-

sences from my family.

My labors have been in excess of the remuneration I will receive.

Visiting the schools of my county involves an expense to myself that

I did not foresee, and very materially diminishes my net pay. My
experience is that, to make the office of county superintendent profit-

able to the public, it should also be made profitable to the incum-
bent. His whole time should be devoted to the performance of the

duties of his office, and his compensation should be commensurate
therewith.

From September 1, 1867, to same date in 1868, one hundred and
thirty-five visits were made to the schools of the county. In ninety-

two of these visits the trustees accompanied me, and I had their

hearty co-operation. They all seemed anxious to gain full informa-

tion in regard to their duties under the new school law, and mani-
fested a willingness to perform them to the best of their ability,

hoping that future experience would render their task comparatively
easy, and place the whole machinery of popular education in a con-

dition to operate smoothly and regularly.

The average attendance of pupils during the past year exceeded
that of former years, as ascertained from pubhshed reports.

It will be observed that my report shows that a large number
seem to have attended no schools in Hackensack and New Barba-
does townships ; but the many private schools in the townships
named absorb a large number of those enrolled on the census. In
the village of Englewood alone there are five private schools.

There are several school buildings in the county fully equal to the
wants of the inhabitants of the districts in which they are located.

Prominent among them is the one in Carlstadt and the two in the
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village of Hackensack, all of wliich are substantial brick buildings,

large, commodious and well supplied with every necessary appurte-

nance to a model school. There are, too, several school-houses in

progress of erection, all which will be larger, better and far more
tasteful in appearance than those they will displace.

The district comprising the whole of the village of Englewood
(with three hundred and fifty-two children of legal school age as per

last report of the district clerk) was incorporated by an Act of the

Legislature, approved April 3d, 1867. It was found that a much
larger school building would be required for public accommodation
than was originally contemplated. Li consequence of the limited

amount of money the inhabitants were authorized to raise by dis-

trict taxation, the building of the school-house has been delayed to

the present time. The land whereon the house is to be erected has
been purchased and paid for, and the ti-ustees are prepared to issue

proposals for the building of a school edifice that will be adequate to

the wants of the district for many years to come. It will be of brick,

two stories, slate roof, cupola, kc, and will have three departments
with the addition of the necessary class rooms, and replete with all

the most approved modern improvements. The cost will be fi'om

thirteen to fifteen thousand doUars. The moneys accruing to the

district from all legal sources being insufficient to carry into speedy
and successful operation the designs of the tmstees, it is expected

that the deficiency will be supplied by voluntary subscriptions.

More than twelve hundred dollars have already been subscribed,

which sum will probably be doubled while the building is in pro-

gTess of construction.

In September last a fi-ee school was opened in this place (Engle-

wood) in a building ampl}^ sufficient for our present needs, gener-

ously surrendered to the trustees by the OA\Tier, David Hoadly, Esq.,

for the purpose, and free of charge. The average daily attendance

is now about one hundred and thirty scholars, having J. W. Deuel
for principal, whose acknowledged quahfications as a thorough, prac-

tical and symmetrical teacher commended him to the trustees, who,
with the public, are gratified in havmg secured his seiwices.

We have a better corps of teachers than in late years, but they do
not all come up to the popular standard. Many male teachers have
abandoned the profession and sought other emploj'ment, on account

of the inadequate compensation given, which is materially less than
that awarded to all the industrial classes.

The majority of the teachers are females. At a meeting of the

trustees of the schools in the county, called for the purpose, January
18th, 1868, a uniform series of text-books was adopted, which have
generally been introduced in the schools.

I cannot refrain fiom testifjdng to the ability, industry and uni-

form courtesy of my co-examiner, B. F. Shaffer, Esq. His valuable

assistance has materially lightened my labors and greatly facilitated

the examining and hcensing of teachers.
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I respectfully refer you to mj uccompanying report in reference to

the condition of the public schools and the number of teachers
licensed.

Upon a general rcA^ew of the past school year, it is my opinion
that the present school law should not be disturbed, except in one
particular, to which I have already adverted. It is successful so far

as its most ardent supporters could hope, and further trial will most
surely develop its usefulness and expose its defects, if it has any.

48
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. BUKLINGTON COUNTY.

James E. Giffin, Superintendent.

This, my second report, is fuller and more reliable than the first,

but far from being perfect. The clerks of man}'- of the districts

have not filled the blanks properl}', especially that part relating to

the attendance. In some, the average attendance during the year
exceeded the number em-oiled in the school register ; in others, the
number attending ten months, eight and ten months, six and eight

months, foui' and six months, and less than four months, exceeded
the number enrolled in the school register. The whole number re-

ported for the different intervals should ec[ual the number in the
school register. We hope to ap])roximate perfection by making each
report an improvement on the former one. The nimiber of chil-

dren in the county, between five and eighteen years of age, is fif-

teen thousand eight hundred and eight^'-nine, an increase of one
hundred and ninety over the last report fi'om this county. Of this

number two thousand one hundred and forty attend no school, pub-
he or private. What can we do to bring these children into the

schools ? Pass a law that will make attendance at school compul-
sory. The amount of money used or voted to be used for building,

purchasing, hmng, repairing, or fui'nishiug school buildings, is $24,-

834 14. This is certainly a very large sum to be raised in one year
for the pui-poses enumerated. The total amount fi'om all soui'ces

for public school purposes, raised in the county, including the State

appropriation, for the fiscal year ending April 1, 1869, is $52,993 52.

The average number of months the schools have been kept open in

the county is eight. Tlie value of the. school property, as nearly as

can be ascertained, is 8115,159 87. The average salary per month
paid to male teachers is §43 62, and to female teachers $26 50.

From September 1, 1867, to August 31, 1868, we granted one hun-
dred and ninety-four certificates, and rejected forty-eight applicants.

01 the number granted, one himdred and sixty-two wertj thu-d grade
certificates. Thirteen teachers in the county hold fii'st grade certifi-

cates. About $70,000 would make all the pubhc schools in this

county free for eight mouths during the year, and pay the incidental

expenses. Would it not be better for the State to furnish all the

school monej's and dispense vrith the raising of said moneys at the

annual town meeting ? Let the schools all open at the same time

.and close at the same time. This will be more systematic, and a



SCHOOL EEPOET. V55

better organization can be effected. Mncli Las been done, Imt there
is much yet to do. The 79th section of Article IX of the Scliool

Law should be changed to allow more tlmn !?20 to be used for other
jDurposes than the payment of teachers' salaries. I think it should
be §50 instead of $20. There is much feeling against the clause in

regard to corporal punishment. The majorit}- of the trustees think
this clause ought to be repealed.
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CAMDEN COUNTY.

•Alexander Gilmoee, Supeeintendent.

In presenting this, my second report of the schools of Camden
county, the different points which ought to be embraced in it loom
up before the' mind in multiform aspect, rendering it difficult to de-

cide where to begin.

I will, however, commence with my idsits to the schools. Though
this duty is laborious in the sparsely settled sections of the county,

and responsible in every part, yet the pleasure derived from the

thought that these visits, prooeiiy paid, encourage both teacher and
pupil, doubly repays the toil. These visits afford an opportunity

not only to examine the classes to ascertain their proficiency, but

also to observe the method of instiiiction pursued by the teacher, the

general order of the school, the diligence of the pupils, &c. A few

of the schools have been vacated on account of building or repair-

ing the school-houses. Two or three others were adjourned just at

the juncture of my visits, and I could only call at the school-house.

With these exceptions all the schools have been visited twice. Many
of them from three to six times.

Some of the schools are poorly supplied ^\ith black-boards, which
lack retards the work of the teacher. I have in these cases recom-

mended Isaac Newton Pierce's preparation of slate to be spread on
the wall.

As might be expected, I find a difference among the teachers in

their aptness to teach. Some are superior, while others are not quite

up to the requirement of the times. These latter, however, are be-

ginning to emulate the others in their preparation for the great work
of education. These beneficial effects are attributable, in a great

degree, to the system of examination and issuing certificates under

the new school law.

I have met the Township Board of Trustees as required by the

law. It has afforded me pleasure to find them so willing to co-op-

erate with me in the important work before us. But little oj^posi-

tion to the school law is visible among the trustees. They are those

who favor it because they are connected with its workings.

In adopting the " Uniform Series of Text-Books," the township

boards have been harmonious in their action with the county super-

intendent ; but it will require great prudence in introducing uniform-

ity into the districts. If the books could be furnished by the dis-

tiicts, there would be no difficulty to encounter, but the parents are
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reluctant to purcliase the new books. I have advised caution on
the part of the trustees in administeiing this feature of the law.

The condition of the school-houses is quite varied. This variety

may be defined by three words, viz. :
" excellent," "medium," "bad."

There is a {general awakening, however, on this subject. In Haddon
townsliip, Haddon district, the trustees are preparing to erect a very
commodious building ; one which Avill be not only a credit to the dis--

trict, but also to the beautiful village of Haddonfield, in wdiich it is

to be located. In Stockton township preparations are being made for

a new house. In Waterford township three are to be erected. In
Winslow township two new houses have been completed, and are

now occupied by good schools under excellent teachers. In addition

to these two more are in contemplation during the current school

year. Fixing the boundaries of districts is a most difficult and un-
gracious task. There is such a variety of interests to serve, each one
presenting views from his own standpoint, that it seems almost im-
possible in some cases to decide what the Just view is. I have en-

deavored to look impartially over the whole ground, and decide upon
such boundaries as would under the circumstances be best for all

concerned. I have formed one new district in Monroe township, one
in Waterford, and one in Winslow, besides changing the boundaries
of others. The preparation of maps and boundaries of districts can-

not well be reported to you while they are in the transition state, as at

present, but will be done as soon after the lines are settled as pos-

sible.

The education of the colored children is a question of difficult

solution. Apphcations are frequentl}' made to me from their parents
for information concerning the funds for their schools. Thej prefer

to be separated from the whites, yet the portion of the public money
which would fall to them would be Avholly inadequate to the mainte-
nance of a separate school. In some of the districts th& trustees

have sustained colored schools a few months in the year. This ap-
plies to two districts in Newton township, one in Stockton, and one
m Centre. Some plan ought to be devised for them in Gloucester
township.

In all the townships of the county, with one exception, the required
sum was voted to entitle them to the State appropriation. I was
obliged, of course, to withhold it from that one until a special town
meeting was called and the balance supplied. One township reached
the maximum amount, while others raised three dollars, two and a
haK, and two.

My correspondence with teachers and trustees is extensive, besides
other office work. For the greater convenience of teachers, trustees

and others who may wish to confer with me personally, I have set

apart Satiuxlay of each week as an " office day" in the city of Cam-
dem, thus allowing the other five days to be devoted to the districts.

In my report of last year I gave fifty-one as the number of teach-
ers' certificates issued. This embraces those given at the examination
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in August, 1867, as also a part of tliose after it. Properly separated,
the numbers will stand thus :

Certificates.

At the examination in August, 1867, 20
From September 1st, 1867, to August 31st, 1868, 78

Total under the operation of the new law, 98

Some of the teachers failed to make their annual report to me.
Fearing failures in that direction, I took tvro precautions

:

1. I sent a circular to every teacher calling attention to Section 42
of School Law.

2. I also sent a circular accompanying the blank census returns to

all the district clerks, requesting them to include in their report the
" attendance" copied from the school register. I thus secured some
records. On the other hand some district derhs failed to report. I
have therefore been obliged to insert in these instances last year's

census report, and leave other items blank. In some cases the blanks
were not received by the district clerk until sent the third time. Some
of the reports came fi'om the district clerks containing nothing except
the census of children, all other items blank.

To secure greater punctuality in the reports of teachers I shall call

the particular attention of the trustees to Section 42 of the School
Law. I have done the best I could to perfect the statistical report

with the material in hand, I hope that the effoiis in behalf of the
interests of education, put forth during this school year, may be
crov/ned with abundant success.
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CAPE MAY COUNTY.

Maurice Beesley, Superintendent.

Ha'S'ing received tlie reports of the " district clerks" of tlie several

school districts of the county, I have from tliem and other material

in liand made out mj financial and statistical report up to Septem-
ber 1st, 1868, which jou will find inclosed.

Most of the reports have been made out with much care and con-
sideration, others are irregular and conflicting, having to be returned
for correction. The fault however must rest with the teacher.

It is his duty, in the summary at the end of the register, as fur-

nished each school, to give a concise and correct statement of his

work during the term. If this duty is performed, and no .district

clerk should suffer a teacher to be paid untl it is, it becomes an easy
task to fill up the blank report to' the county superintendent, to be
conveyed through him to the State Superintendent ; thus carrying

out one of the best provisions of the school law, that of obtaining
correct data, not only of the number of children in each district,

township and county of the State, but also of every subject as set

forth in the blank reports furnished the district clerks for this pur-

pose. The number of children reported from the several townships
is 2,383. The amount of State appropriation for the county $1,007 73,

surplus fund $131 10, and raised by tax in the townships $6,650, mak-
ing in the aggregate $8,088 83 for school purposes. This is exclusive

of $7,577 08, raised by tax for building and repairing school-houses.

No district tax has been le\'ied, or at least none reported. The new
academy in Cape Island city has been finished, and put in full opera-
tion as a graded school since my last report, at a cost of $8,000.

A new house has been built in No. 14, Dennis to^\mship, and a new
one is in progress in No. 2, Upper to-s^mship. Recently a house has
been erected in No. 26, Lower township, in tasteful style, and of am-
ple dimensions to accommodate the children of the district. This is

likewise a graded school.

It would be well if all the districts would come into the measure of
building new or repairing old houses ; too many of them are dilapi-

dated and unfit for the purposes intended. It is pleasant to visit a
school-house built with all the modern improvements and appliances,
•with abundant room, free ventilation ; with convenient, sightly and
ornamental desks ; but how great the contrast when you enter one
of those dark, illy-ventilated, rickety, leaky apologies for a school-
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house, wliere the children have to be packed rather than seated,

which are to be found in almost every township of this county, and
probably of the State.

The reformation in this case must be a gradual one, it is true, and
as some new houses have recently been built and others projected, it

is to be hoped the cause of education will be advanced by the speedy
demolition of all the old and worn-out edifices, and the erection in

theu' place of such as may be an honor to the districts, and a bless-

ing to the children inhabiting them.

A signal drawback to the building of new school-houses is the yet
unhquidated township debts incuiTed during the rebellion. Although
much reduced, this incubus resulting from the war holds a terror over
the people until the whole debt is extinguished. I am satisfied had
it not been for this state of things we should have new houses to

report in the place of many poor ones now existing.

The condition of the schools has been well maintained, considering

the fact that lenity had to be manifested in the first examinations in

order to obtain teachers enbugh to fill them. The examinations have
been conducted by the superintendent and assistants. Professors N.
S, Corson and J. ^Y. Lycett, strictly in accordance with the instruc-

tions of the State Superintendent. Hereafter it may prove necessary
to make them more stringent, the necessitj' for leniency ha\ing
passed. It can noAv be trul}' said the new law has proved itseK com-
petent for the ends intended. It is fully understood by those desi-

rous of understanding it ; and the reports now being made by the
county superintendents to the State Superintendent will, when em-
bodied in his report to the Legislature, be a more complete and reli-

able one than has ever emanated from any superintendent of the

State heretofore ; all of which we shall owe to the wise' provisions of

the new school law. Upon the subject of introducing a series of new
and improved books into our schools, I have to report that the asso-

ciation of trustees of the several toAvnships has been called together
at stated times, and a system of books has been adopted, which is

being gradually introduced ; one of the publishers thereof (Messrs.

A. S. Barnes & Co., of New York) having kindly consented to make
deposits of the same, in positions in the county where they are ac-

cessible, for a hmited time, to the tnistees and others, at haK the
usual rates for first introduction.

It will be seen that $4,366, in addition to the whole amount of

school revenue from all sources, is required to keep our schools open
ten months in the year. Who can tell how this amount of money is

to be raised, or where it is to come from ? If the peoj^le are unwill-

ing to tax themselves, what other plan can be devised to bring about
so desirable an event as that of having our schools open ten months
in the year ? Well, we must wait and see. We have heard of large

possessions belonging to the State under water, the most valuable of

which, perhaps, are at and below Jersey City, in New York harbor.
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These, it has been thoiight by able statesmen, might be made to

yield an immense revenue, in addition to that akeady paid the State.

Why not devote tliem to public schools ?

Yet this is but a fractional part of the groimd under water, pos-

sessed by the State, that might be made to yield an income. "Wo

will take the small county of Cape May, comparatively speaking, poor
in agricultural prosperity, yet rich in natural privileges and resources,

and I will assert, without fear of contradiction, that the land under
water m.iglit be made to yield a sufficient revenue to make her

schools free, and at the same time to enrich the county at large by
increasing its industrial relations ; and this after paying to the State

a large bonus for the privileges, which are now for the most part un-

reclaimed and barren wastes. I allude to lands under water suitable

for the growing of oysters, of which we have in this county many
thousands of acres in the sounds, thoroughfares, and upon the bay
shore. If the State would give assm-ances to lessees that their

rights should be protected from depredation, it would be difficult to

say what amount of revenue might be raised from this source. I

have heard oystermen say that two or th]-ee acres of good oyster

ground paid better than an ordinar}^ sized farm. An acre of this

land, now baiTen and useless, except as a feeding ground for crabs

and jfisli, will sustain from three to five hundred bushels of oysters,

according to position and make of soil. The plants cost on an aver-

age from forty to fifty cents per bushel. The increase the first year

is about fifty per cent, in bulk, and instead of a small plant you have
an oyster fit for market, and worth on an average from $1 50 to $1 75

per bushel on the beds when ca\ight. If they lie over a second sea-

son, the increase in size and value is proportionable. Nov/ could

these lauds be rented for ten dollars per acre per annum onl}", and
some of them are intrinsically worth much more, enough would stand

ready to take them, icith j^rotedion from the State, rather than plant,

as many do now, subject to the tender mercies of the public. It is

to be hoped the Solons of our Legislature will look into this matter,

and institute proceedings if practicable to tm-n this tide of wealth

into our public school treasury; the benefits aiising fi'om which
would be incalculable, advancing the cause of education, and at the

same time abating our taxes, a finale that could not fail to meet the

fL'ateful approbation of their jsonstituents in eveiy county of the

tate.
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

A. R. Jones, Superintendent.

"We liave in our county fifty-eiglit public scliool districts and ten

parts of districts. Of that number thirty are fi'ce, leaving twenty-

eight to drag along in the old worn-out way of part pay and part

free, thus giving a great deal of trouble to teachers, trustees and pa-
trons. This old method causes much anxiety on the part of man}^
and such inquiries and exclamations as the foU.ov/ing are frequent

:

" When does my free money run out ?" " Have I had all of my free

money ?" " 1 do not get as much fi-ee money as I did last year;"

'•'I will not pay my bill until I get all of my fi-ee money." Many
persons have become disgusted with the endless troubles about the

public money, and are opposed to raising any. I find that many of

the trustees have had to pay the bad bills. I tell them I am glad of

it. I hope it -will drive you to that position, where you will be will-

ing to take a decided stand for free pulUc schools. But a great

change has taken place in the minds of the people, and especially

among the trustees, nearly all of whom are willing and even anxious
to have the schools free. They realize that it will be much better.

It will make less trouble for the trustees. It will secure better

teachers. It wiU do av/ay with much fault-finding, as parents are

apt to find fault in pi'oportion to the size of the scliool bill. It will

secure a better attendance. It will give to the poor an equal chance
with the rich. Trustees will feel that a greater responsibility rests

upon them, and as a natural consequence will take more interest. I
have noticed that the trustees do take more interest in the free

schools; more power is given to them, and they seem to feel that

more responsibility is committed to their care. We have a few
wealthy persons, who know nothing of the sentiment "that it is

more blessed to give than to receive.^,' They are opposed to the tax
necessary to make free schools. We have others who are doing
nobly for the cause. One teacher writes with reference to one of

these noble-hearted men as follows :
" Although the heaviest tax-

payer in the district, he voted for a district tax to repau' the house
and support the school." " He also boarded the teacher for about
thirty per cent below customary rate." We hope the time will soon
come when we shall have the number of such men greatly increased.

There are those who think that if they have no children they
ought not to be taxed to educate the children of others. Those per-

sons never complain when they are taxed to pay the expenses of our
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jails and State prison. Some men have strange ideas of economy
;

they begrudge the few doHars paid to the teacher, and yet willingly

spend tiionsands npou sheriffs and penitentiaries.

Men growl at the amount paid to the county superintendent, and
yet they never say a word about the fact that it costs $19,733 09
more to pay the officers of our State prison than to pa}^ the salaries

of all the county superintendents of the State. A man must haye a

hard heart, indeed, who can go into a school-room of happy, intelli-

gent children, and not feel a thrill of pleasure when he reflects that

he is taxed to make men and women of these boys and girls ; that

when he is sleeping beneath the sod, those who were partially edu-

cated at his expense will be the strong, virtuous citizens who will

develop and strengthen the resources of this glorious country of ours.

The desire for free public schools is increasing. We have assur-

ances from many trustees that they will make a strong effort to get

a district tax next spring. In one of our board meetings a trustee

offered a resolution, and wished it signed by every trustee in the town-
ship, " That we , the trustees of , urge upon the citi-

zens the propriety of voting enough money at town meeting to make
our schools free, v.ithout the aid and extra trouble of the district

tax.'\

It is thought that four dollars per scholar, in addition to the State

appropriation and interest on surplus revenue, A\all naake them free.

All of the schools are free in Landis and Greenwich townships, and
we believe that every school in the county will be free within three

years. Oh ! that we could aU feel that " every child that comes
into tlie world has a right to an education ;" that " education is a
debt due from present to future generations ;" that " the greatest

interest of a nation is the education of its children."

Interest in education,.—We believe that the interest is rapidly in-

creasing ; the trustees especially seem to be wide awake ; they seem to

realize that a responsibility rests upon them, and we believe they
are willing to assume the responsibility. Where we have live, wide
awake trustees ; tnistees who will use discrimination and judgment
in the selection of teachers ; trustees who are willing to pay liberal

wages ; trustees who, when teachers want books, charts, maps,
globes, advice, sympathy, and encouragement, can appreciate those
wants ; trustees who will take a liberal view of education ; trustees

who will visit the schools ; there we have good schools, and of coui'se

an interest in the cause of education, and there, generally, we have
the district tax.

It is very unwise for tlie citizens of a district to elect men to the

office of trustee who cannot and will not take an interest in the
school. We judge of the interest by the amount of money voted
for other school purposes. The townships voted $14,917, the dis-

tricts $28,142, making $43,059 for school purposes, a much larger

sum than was ever voted before for school purposes in this county.

\
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"We want $7,808 more, and tlien we can have free schools. The
people have done well, and we have no stronger argument for the

interest in education.

Efficiency of TcacJie-rs.—'SVe have some excellent teachers in our
county, who are doing a good work for our schools. They can real-

ize that there is a diflerence between keeping school and tcacJdng.

But many of our teachers are young and inexperienced, and it is a,

sad fact that the people do not recognize the necessity of experience

in teaching as in other professions. The}^ must have an experienced
physician to attend to the body, an experienced lawyer to plead the

case, an experienced tailor to fit the coat, but when there is a mind
to be developed, trained, and fitted for usefulness and happiness, it

makes but little difference who does it. The people are to blame for

not having more efficient teachers. They do not sufficiently encour-

age them. It often happens that a person of no experience can get

a school because she will teach cheaper than an experienced one.

But we think a change has been WTOught in the minds of many
school officers, and no doubt the time will soon come when skill will

be acknowledged and rewarded as it deserves by all as it is now by
afeiv.

School Accommodafions.—We have sixty school-houses in the

county, tv/enty-four of them are good, twenty-three entirely unfit for

school pur[:)0ses, and the remainder only passable. Many of them
are inconveniently seated, badly ventilated and inefficiently warmed.
Parents have fine houses, well fm'nished for themselves, and also

good warm stables for their stock, and yet permit theii* children to

attend school in those miserable, tumble-down hovels. Everything
is done at home to develop the taste, and to cultivate an appreciation

of the beautiful in the child. The parlor walls are adorned with
paintings, the tables are loaded with choice books, the garden smiles

with flowers, and the children go from these homes of culture and
refinement to these school-houses. The house itself is unpainted,

and stands in some out-of-the-way place upon land that is unfit for

use. A stovepipe is stuck through the roof to carry away the smoke,
the window shutters are propped open with rails ; but go inside, the

desks are arranged around the sides of the house so that the pupils

sit with their backs to the teacher, and every urchui fi"om time im-
memorial has tried his jack-knife upon the clesks and seats. All of

the suiToundings tend to distort instead of cultivating ideas of the
beautiful and lovely. There should not be such an abrupt change
from the beautiful home to the dilapidated school-room.

We want good houses, well seated, and all kept in a neat condition.

As a general thing we have not near enough black-board surface.

Our school-rooms are very inadequately supplied with maps and
globes. We have Guyot's Map of the United States in nearly every
school-room, but I regret to say that it is more abused than used in
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many cases. The scliool property generally Las been abused. Trus-

tees and teachers ought to convince the children that the school-room
was not built for a play-room.

Improvemenis.—I do not know that I can speak of any particular

improvements, but we have had much general improvement. It

seems necessary to clear the way and get ready for action. In some
of our districts the houifes were built by subscription years ago, and
it is difficult to tell to whom the house belongs, and the people of the

districts refuse to repair them at the expense of the district. In
many sections however meetings have been held and money voted
for new school-houses. There appears to be a disposition to bring

order out of chaos as soon as possible.

Practical effects of the new scJiool Ioav.—Fortj'-three thousand and
fifty-nine dollars have been voted for school purposes. Four small
districts have been united into two, two new districts have been made,
meetings have been held in many of the districts, and the subject of

better schools, better houses, better teachers, better school furniture,

&c., has been thoroughly agitated. People are taking higher views
of education, but there are a few left who think that " readen, ritin

and ciferen" constitute education in its most comprehensive sense.

First— Work visiting schools. "We did not do as much as we ought
to have done ; there has been much outside work to do, district mat-
ters to arrange ; but we succeeded in visiting nearly every school
twice, some three, and some four times. Sometimes a school would
not be in session when we visited the schools of a township, and then
we would be under the necessity of going a long distance to visit one
school.

We usually \-isit two schools in a day. We spend the time in ex-
amining the classes, and making suggestions to the teachers.

The teachers, T^-ith but few exceptions, have treated us very cour-
teously and cordially, and made us feel perfectly at home.

There is no part of the work that we like better, for it amounts to
a positive pleasure to visit some of our schools. The teachers have
theu' scholars well disciplined, and everything moves off cheerfully,

lively and systematically. We leave our home on Monday morning
and frequently do not get back again rmtil Friday night, but our stay
among the teachers and trustees has been very pleasant.

Second—Examinations. We have a very efficient Board of Exam-
iners, but still we have been compelled to hold several special exam-
inations. Smce September 1st, 1867, we have held two regidar
examinations, and five special ones. We conduct the special exam-
inations without expense to the county. Since September 1st, 1867,
109 apphcants have been examined, 101 received certificates, and 8
were refused, 3 received first grade, 1 second grade, and 97 received
third grade.
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Tldrd—Board meetings. During the month of June, 1868, we met
the boards of trustees. The boards were called to order, and after

some remarks the trustees were called on to report about their

schools : the condition of their schools, how many times they had
\asito.; iiiem, the feeling in regard to education in their districts, &c.

We found those meetings very beneficial. There is not a better sec-

tion in the law, and it ought to be well carried out. The trustees

apologized and said they did not expect to(tbe called on, but would
be better prepared next time.

During the month of August we met them for the fourth time,

received the reports that were ready, and nearl}- all were ready. It

would be very conrenient if the oath could be made before the super-

intendent, instead of the clerks being obliged to hunt up a justice.

Fourth— IVriting out district howidaries. We have had much of

this work to do, and we must confess that it is not very pleasant. It

is a difficult matter to please all. The Imes are confused, and it is

impossible to find any record of some of the districts, and again it

is surprising to see how crooked some of the lines are. It would
appear as if a lot of boys had made the lines in play, and since they

were made thoy have been constantly undergoing changes. Mr. B.

gets mad and wants to be " set out ;" so it is done verbally, but no
record is made. Mr. C. wants to be " set in," and it is done. We
needed a new school law to stop such childish work. There is a

great deal of work that ought to be done, in " straightening " the

lines and condensing the districts.

So far as we can learn there seems to be a good feeling in regard

to the law. We have made particular inquiries of persons from

every part of the county, and the unanimous testimony is that the

people are satisfied. In many parts of the county the people are

very warmly attached to the law. The effort made last winter to

repeal the law retarded the work of education here. The people

must have implicit confidence in the stability of the law, in order to

secure the greatest benefits from it. Much more would have been
done in this county last spring if there had not been such a deter-

mination to repeal the law.
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ESSEX COUNTY.

Chaeles M. Davis, Supeeintendent.

lu conformity to tlie law, I liave the honor to present the follow-

ing report

:

As soon as my appointment was confirmed in May last, I began
to visit the trustees and schools placed tinder my charge, but was
soon called fi'om the work to settle the disputed boundaries of a
number of districts in the coimty. The work grew on my hands
until I decided to revise the whole matter and obey the directions

given to superintendents hj the State Board of Education in Circu-

lar No. 1, Section 11. To visit the districts, meet the boards of

trustees, and correspond with the various clerks and others inter-

ested, has taken much time, which I wished to give to the schools
and teachers ; but I felt this work was of first importance.
The general principles upon which the division was made were

—

First. That all the children in the county should belong to dis-

tricts Anthin the county.

A^ext. That as far as practicable, township lines should be bound-
aries of districts.

Last. That the districts should be large.

To give reasons for these positions would take too much time
;

they will, however, commend themselves to every one acquainted
with the school law and its general working.

There were in one township (Millburn) two parts of districts con-
nected, one with Union county, and the other with Morris. These
were brought back and added to districts in Millburn. It was not
always possible to observe township lines ; but it was done when-
ever some good reason did not exist for the contrary course. I
have endeavored to enlarge districts instead of dividing them. Small
ones generally imply small schools, poor school-houses, and teach-
ers of small capacities and attainments. One district, containing
thirteen children, in which there had been no school during the jesn
I added to its neighbor. In another, reporting twenty-nine chil-

dren, there had been school but three months. I regretted that the
way was not clear to treat this in the same way. In other cases,

where the number is small, money to pay salaries has been raised
by the payment of tuition fees or voluntary subscription by citizens

of the district.

One now district has been formed. No. 1 (Woodside). So rapid
has been the growth of this village within two years that it reports
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one liunclred and fifty scliolars, while its neiglibor, No. 3 (Second
Kiver, in Belleville), fi'om whicli it has been taken, reports but
eighteen less than last year.

The work has been finished ; forty-four distiicts and two parts of

districts have been reduced to forty-two complete ones. A map of

the county thus divided has been prepared ; the boundaries of each
district accurately defined and described, are now on file in my of-

fice, and copies have been furnished to most of the clerks. The
views of the superintendent have been very generally approved by
the school officers and fi'iends of education, particularh' in reference

to the size of districts. In several townships the subject of stiU

fui'ther consohdation is being discussed with considerable earnest-

ness, so evident do its advantages appear.

While engaged in the above-mentioned work, I have necessarily

not been able to give much attention to the schools themselves.

StiU, I have visited about half of them (several of these three or

four times), and would have visited most of the others had they not
been taldng their summer vacation. I have met most of the teach-

ers, and propose resuming visitation in a few weeks.
The Selection of Text-Boohs is by law committed to the trustees of

each school, in connection with the county superintendent. My
course of action in this important matter will be best understood by
reference to the folloT\dnGr circular letter

:

Office of the \

supeeintendent of schools foe essex cc, n. j. v

Bloomfeeld, , 1868. )

To tJie Trustees of School District No.
,

ToicnsJiip :

Gentlemen—The school law of this State makes it your duty, in
connection with the county superintendent, to prescribe a uniform
series of text-l)ooks for the school or schools under your charge.
The superintendent, after careful consultation with a number of

gentlemen of intelHgence and experience in educational matters, has
prepared the following list, from which your selections are to be made.
In the higher branches of study, he desires a personal consultation

;

and will not approve of the introduction of text-books by teachers
without his consent.

[Here follows the Hst of text-books recommended.]
In conclusion the superintendent would urge upon you the impor-

tance of gi\ingjoiir jjcrsonal attention to the subject of uniformity in

the text-books used in the schools under vour charge.

CHARLES M. DAVIS,
County SuperintewJeni.
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Our School Accommodations are steadily improving. As the people
feel more assured of the permanency of the law, they are willing to
erect finer buildings for their schools. A number of old houses have
been repaired and enlarged, and several new ones built, or are in the
course of erection ; while money has been voted in several districts

for additional improvements. During the coming year at least four
large brick school-houses will be built at an expense of from |G,000
to 120,000 apiece. A glance at the column " Value of school prop-
erty" will show a large amount of money invested. I wish I could
stop here ; but the same column will show some property of little

value. Some of these houses are unAvorthy of the name ; small, un-
ventilated, stifling in summer, and freezing in winter, they can only
dwarf and enfeeble the body, and contract instead of educating the
mind. In all cases the furniture and general arrangements within
correspond in value, beauty and use with the building itself.

One .
other subject even delicac}' must not prevent me from men-

tioning. Too often the outhouses are altogether unsuitable. Some-
times there is only one for both sexes; the teachers in such cases
try to remedy the evil by giving the boys and the girls recess at dif-

ferent times. But before and after school, and at noon, they are in
the yard together ; and were it not so, the reasons why they should
not fi-equent the same building are very obvious. In other cases dif-

ferent buildings are prepared, but in the same yard. And again, it is

not uncommon to find two yards (one for each sex) conducting to
different apartments of the same building. How easily and rapidly
will a pure-minded child lose its delicacy of feeling under even the
best of these circumstances ?

The Interest of the People generally in the subject of education by
the State is rapidly increasing. There is a pervading sentiment that
the public school should give as good facilities for a common school
education as the best private institutions in the land. And where
there is even a remote prospect of this but slight objection is made
to taxation for building houses or pajang teachers. With a better
understanding of the law, interest in the subject increases, and I be-
lieve that nothing is necessary to make our people unitedly earnest
in the work but a full understanding on their part of what the law
is, what it proposes and what it accomplishes where its provisions
are carried out. That the law may be imj^roved no one will deny •

but perhaps the time for amendment has not yet come. Its value'
consists not in the high character of the education it can give to a
few, but in the thorough common school education it gives to the
many. And I decide as to the comparative value of the schools un-
der my charge by this test. That district does its work best where
every child goes to school, and learns to read and write, and beeomes
acquainted with tlje ordinary processes of arithmetic, and»the gen-
eral principles of grammar and geography. My earnest wish and

49
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effort are, first of all^ to get all our cliildreu into the schools ; after

they are there, to carry them as far forward in study as their time
. and circumstances will permit ; but never to allow the primary and
intermediate departments to receive less attention and labor'than
the High School.

After all this preparation of districts, houses and funds, the selec-

tion of trastees, and the interest of citizens, our work is in vain
unless Good Teachers are placed over the schools. It will be a work
of time to furnish our State with a corps of well-educated, intelhgent

and earnest teachers ; but it can be done if our officers will employ
only those who are suitable and will pay them remunerative salaries.

In this, as in all other kinds of business, the supply will equal the
demand both as to quantity and quality. In this county there are
many mtelligent teachers, and many boards of trustees are willing

to pay a fair sum for services rendered. But there are others who
offer but little pay, and get in return all that their money is

worth.

I would like to call the attention of the district clerics to the impor-
tance oi promptly sending in their reports, and making them full and
complete. I have been compelled to return more than half the
reports to the respective clerks for alteration or completion. And
the first of October has come and finds three still wanting, although
I have written repeatedly to the delmquents. Although I am
instructed to fill up the blanks with last year's report, and withhold
the State appropriation fi'om such district next 3'ear, I j)refer to ex-

ercise a little patience and present to you a complete report for the
whole county. I believe all will do better next year.

The column of Children who attend no School shows one thousand
three hundred and seventy-five in the county who are in this neg-
lected condition. TMiat can be done in such cases to indiice parents
to send their children to school ? Is compulsion necessary ? or will

persuasion accomplish it ?

The sul)ject of corporcd pnnishment has been pretty thoroughly de-
bated in the State. Practically its abolition does not work well in

this county. There are occasional cases where the scholar would be
benefited, and the teacher strengthened by its exercise.

Much inconvenience would be avoided if the school year and the
^sccd year were the same. Perhaps the reasons for the one begin-
ning in September and the other in April may be insurmountable

;

but if not, a change is very desirable.

The notice informing me that my appointment had been confirmed
by the Board of Freeholders was accompanied by the following res-

olution passed by the Board

:

" Resolved, That the school superintendent of Essex county be re-

quested to^^resent to this Board an annual report as to the manner
in which his duties have been discharged."
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While tins imposes some additional work I cheerfnllv comply, as it

assures me of their interest in the cause, and also enables me to ap-
proach them in a body, and secure their co-operation in whateyer
"vvill advance the work in their respective townships. I have as yet
met Avith them but once to report progi'ess, but shall continue to do
so occasionally.
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GLOUCESTEK COUNTY.

WiiiLiAM Mulligan, Superintendent.

School-JioKses.—New houses liave been built at Forest and Oak
Groves ; the one at Forest Grove being a very neat and substantial

brick. The people of North Woodbury district have built an addi-
tional room to their school building which will add very much to its

accommodation. These houses have been furnished with Uhlinger's
Philadelphia desk. The house at Glassboro has been newly painted,

and two additional rooms added. Most of our houses have been re-

paired, yet many new ones are needed. There has been a growing
pride in regard to having our buildings as good as any.

Apjjarat us.—Theve is also much improvement in this respect.

Trustees seeing the importance of providing charts, maps, globes,

black-boards, <tc., have not refused to enter cheerfully into the

teachers' plans ; still there is room for improvement.
Visitotions.—I have visited all the schools that it was possible for

me to "sasit ; some, being in session from two to four months, could
not be visited. Average length of visit two hours and a half.

Teacltcrs, dx\—I have examined forty-six teachers. We find the
questions rather difficult for some of the applicants, but we think
that they should be able to answer such ciuestions if tlie}^ want to

teach. Several of our best teachers have left us for more lucrative

positions. Our salaries are ^lot sufficient, and unless they are

increased we shall have to close our schools or take inferior teachers.

Every friend of education in our county acknowledges that there has
been a vast improvement in our schools. We have now adopted a
uniform series of text-books for the county. The colored school in

Woodbur}' is now in charge of a white lad}', and there is a marked
improvement there. Gloucester is awake ; her motto is Excelsior,

upward and onward.
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HUDSON COUNTY.

William L. Dickinson, Superintendent.

Sir : Instructions received from you require me to add to my
•statistical report a separate written report, brief, practical and care-

fully prepared, touching

—

1st. The sentiment of our people regarding free public schools

and the interest that is manifested in regard to education.

2d. The efficiency of our teachers.

3d. The condition of our school accommodations and the improve-
ments that have been made the past year.

4th. The practical effects of the present school law.

5th. The work I have performed in connection with the duties of

nay office, and such other information as may be of public interest.

1st. The sentiment of our people regarding free puhlic schools and the

interest that is manifested in regard to education.—Every school in the

count}' is free to all children in the district where it is located, with
no charge for tuition, and to at least one-half of the children books,
stationery and everything that a child needs for the pursuit of his

studies are furnished without cost. All of the schools have been
open from ten to twelve months of the year, except two that have
been open nine months. The irresistible conclusion from these facts

is that our people are in favor oifree puUic schools. The interest felt

is manifested by the increased payments so fi'eeiy made to sustain

the schools. Last year the amount voted for use of the schools was
$178,446 IG, this year $337,579 31.

Our people like free public schools, and manifest their interest by
paying for them. The people generally are impressed with the neces-
sity of making j^i'ogress in all that pertains to schools. The whole
county is so situated that it is constantly receiving in every part ac-

quisitions to its population from the large cities around us. We
Imow very well that if we offer the inducements of STiperior schools

we shall receive an increase that will be desirable, because it will be
thrifty, orderly and intelligent. The wealth, the material prosperity,

the value of real estate, will necessarily keep pace Avith the intelli-

gence of the community.

2d, The efficiency of our teachers.—It is not easy to speak m a man-
ner to be understood on this point for want of a well known standard
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of comparison. In gi-aded schools I believe the ej0&ciency and suc-

cess of the teachers comj)are well with the public schools of New
York citj. Our course of study is not so extensive, but what is

taught we believe to be so thoroughly and effectively taught as to

afford ground for congratulation, and yet leave opportunity for salu-

tary- criticism. In the ungTaded schools teachers labor under diffi-

culties arising from a multiphcity and variety of duties which greatly

add to their labors and impair their efficiency. AYe have some poor
teachers, but in general I can confidently say that our teachers de-
serve very high praise.

By far the larger number of teachers employed in the city schools
are females, but in all cases we believe a male principal is employed
to supervise and direct the labor of the other sex. In the country
schools the majority of the. teachers are men. In only four small
schools in the county are females placed at the head to act as prin-

cipals. From these facts it may properly be inferred that our peo-
ple helieve that female teachers are most efficient in subordinate
positions.

3d. The condition of our school accommodations and the improvements
that have been made the past year.—In many parts of the county the
increase of the population has been so much more rapid than the
increase of school accommodations, that in many instances our
schools are very much crowded, especially in the primary depart-
ments, and even where the school-houses are all that can be desired
as it respects both building and furniture we have cause to regret

that they are not more numerous or larger. The township of Har-
rison, containing nine hundi'ed and seventy-fom* children, owns no
school-house, but hires two rooms, badly furnished, and altogether
too small for the number of childi'en that occupy them. I hojDe that
another year will see a change, and that Harrison may be found
taking as good care of its children as other places in the county.
One other district, No. 9, Union township, owns no school-house.
This is a small district, containing only one hundi-ed and twenty-four
childi'en. The school-house which they are compelled to hire is

really in a sad condition. I hope the district will soon feel able to
erect a commodious edifice for its children. There are three other
districts whose school-houses are not m a very good condition. In
one of them. West Hoboken, a large, beautiful and commodious
brick edifice is nearly completed, which will rank among the best
school-houses in the State. Much credit is due to the district clerk
for his activity and intelligent perseverance in the cause of education
in that township. District No. 6, in the township of Bayonne, is also

making preparations to erect next year a new building for schools
on a hberal scale. Hoboken and Jersey- City have each completed
a first-class school-house during the past year. In the whole county,
including the cities, there are thirty-two buildings, or parts of build-
ings, occupied for public schools by white children, and two by col-
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ored children, in all tliirtj-foiir scliool-liouscs. Of these twontj-'nine

are owned b}' the districts where they are situated, and five are hired

for the use of the schools. Twenty-eir,dit are in very good condition,

three in very poor condition, and three are not so good as they
ought to be, nor so poor as to deserve condemnation. Preparations

are now making to build at least four new school-houses in the next

year.

4th. TJte jyracfical efeds of the present school law.—I believe the

law is accomjjlishing all that its friends have claimed for it. The
brevity of this report will admit of enlarging only on a few points.

If an intelligent, enterprising merchant or artisan is desirous to build

up a business long neglected or mismanaged, his first proceeding is

to find out the exact state of affairs, to know all that can be known
pertaining to the business. Until he does this he gropes in the dark,

and all his labor and capital is likely to be thrown away. So the

first and most important step towards the improvement of our

school law which we now have renders this possible. .Reliable sta-

tistics can be obtained and are obftiined. As the law becomes better

known correctness of reports will be insured. I regard this result of

the law alone as worthy of all the eflforts of the friends of education

to sustain it. The law has also prevented the misappropriation of

money raised by township taxation. Formerly money raised for

schools in the townships was sometimes used for other purposes, or

the schools were left with onl}' a portion of wdiat Tvas necessary, and
had been promised to them. Now the township tax is apportioned

among the dist];icts by the county superintendent, and the collector

can only pay out the same on the order of the trustees of the several

districts. A higher standard of cjualifications is also demanded of

the teacher, and the practical result of this is already seen m the

gradual disappearance of teachers unfit for their position, and in the

improvement of those who continue to teach.

To sum up all in a few words, I am confident in the opinion that

the tendency of the educational interests of the State, under the

influence of the law, is onward and upward ; and that its repeal, or

any modification thereof wliich would take away its pith, would be a

great misfortune.

5th. The worh I have performed in connection icith. the duties of my
office, and siich other information as may he of prd)lic interest.—The
work laid out for me to do in the law and in the instructions of the

State Superintendent of Public Instruction I have endeavored to

faithfully perform to the best of my ability.

I have visited all the schools and trustees in the county except the

cities of Bergen, Hudson and Jersey City, from' tA\o to eight times

during the year. On three occasions I have met full assemblages of

the inhabitants of the districts, and addressed them on matters per-

taining to the interests of their schools. Several perplexing contro-
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Tersies and doubtful cases hare been brought before me for settle-

ment. Their details, though interesting, are too long to admit of

insertion in this report. In all ways in my power I have given such
ad'V'ice to teachers and trustees, parents and children, as I thought
would best carry out the spirit of the law and advance the interests

of the schools. It is not reasonable to suppose that I have satisfied

all concerned, but yet I believe no abiding dissatisfaction exists. I

have learned how to make my labors more efi'ectual, and look for-

ward to a year of more effectual service in the cause of education.

I have associated with me as county examiners George W. Beal and
Edward Kelly, two experienced, capable and successful teachers. I

liave never relied upon them in vain.

Two remarks in ^iew of probable amendments to the school law
by the next Legislature will close my report.

First. If that jiortion of the law which creates the office of county
superintendent should be repealed, it would leave the State Super-
intendent in the condition of that general who should be obliged to

govern and mnke efficient a large anuy with only corporals for sub-

ordinate officers. The army wouM become a mob, and the general

a " failure."

Second. If the law could be amended so as to make the financial

year and the school year close at the same time, a prolific source of

mistakes on the part of district clerks and trustees w^ould be re-

move(\
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HUNTEEDON COUNTY.

John C. Eaffeety, Superintendent.

I have tlie honor to submit the following report

:

The importance and the necessity of educating the rising genera-

tion, the coming sovereigns upon whose vhtue and intelligence de-

pends the presei-v-ation of the liberties of the republic, are universally

acknowledged. It is only when means are to be adopted to accom-

plish this high purpose that diversity of opinion is developed. In

regard to the existing law pablic opinion in our county is quiescent.

At first there existed a general prejudice that the law intrusted too

much power to the county superintendent. Experience will show
that the school law is deficient in means to compel a faithful compli-

ance with all its provisions. Almost the only penalty that can be

inflicted upon a district for the violation of any of the provisions of

the law is the withholding of its share of the appropriation from the

State revenue, the paltry pittance of twenty-eight cents from each

child in the district.

That our public schools should be fi-ee is the opinion of a major-

ity of our people. Many who are opposed to the present mode of

raising school money by districts and by townships profess a desii'e

that the State, by a general tax, should establish free schools. Such
a system would relieve us fi'om a great deal of bickering that now
takes place in our local school meetings. There is no legitimate rea-

son against such legislation. Our present law acknowledges the

obligation of the State to promote the cause of education. The only

question is, How can this object be best accomplished? Experience

clearly indicates that only when entirely free pubhc schools can be
successfully and efficiently managed. In our cities, towns and larger

villages our public schools are free ; in the country, with rare ex-

ceptions, but partially so. In the first case the schools are of a high

order ; in the second, excellence is the exception. Such is the fact

in every State where the rural schools depend in part upon tuition

fees. There is no effectual remedy except dispensing in toto with

tuition fees.

It the appropriation from the State was increased to such an ex-

tent that the withholding of it fi-oni any district would be a real pen-

alty, most of the districts might be spurred up to the proper efforts

to make their schools free. At present everything depends upon the

interest the inhabitants of each district take in school matters. If

upon the failure of each district to raise a certain sum in addition to
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wliat was raised by the toTN^isliip, such district was deprived of its

share of the State appropriation, the cause of free schools would be
advanced. Under our present sj-stein the school-houses are too often

closed for months in the districts that stand most in need of the ben-

efits of public schools. Believing that it is alike the duty and the

interest of the State that the blessings of a common school educa-

tion should be enjoyed by every child, I can see no reason why our

public schools should not be supported by a general tax. Such a

system would be more economical and efficient than the existing one.

As it is, local dissatisfaction causes, from time to time, all support

to be withdrawn. Townships raise one year the maximum, another

year the minimum, and in some cases nothing. No section has cre-

ated more discussion than the eighty-first, prohibiting the use of the

rod. The majority of the trustees and the teachers favor its repeal,

though I am inclined to think that a majority of parents are in favor

of retaining it. If the prohibition had applied only to girls, the sec-

tion Avould have encountered but little opposition. The financial

year commencing in April, and the school 3'ear for other purposes in

September, occasions confusion. It would promote the harmony of

its working if April was made the commencement of the school year

for all purposes. Other minor changes might be suggested, but it is

the part of prudence and wisdom to await the teachings of a longer

trial before making any alterations.

The law is a decided improvement upon the old law. The vesting

of corporate powers in the trustees of every school district has had
a very happy effect in promoting the building of new school-houses

and the repau-ing of old ones. This section has produced greater

improvement than any other provision. There is yet much to be
done in this matter. Many districts are . still unable to obtain the

requisite two-third vote, but the examples of their more public-spir-

ited neighbors will eventually shame them to the performance of

their duties.

There are one hundred and thirteen school districts in the county,

sixty-three of which are composed of parts of different townships.
School money has been raised in every township and borough, with
a single exception. That failure was caused not by any lack of

interest in education, (for it raised $4 a child last year,) but from
disputes between trustees and the people.

In the other townships and boroughs fi'om $2 to $3 per child was
assessed.

The amount received from the State is $4,706 03 ; amount assessed
by the townships is $22,376 50.

The amount received from tuition fees it is impossible to give with
any accurac}'. The amount expended for the erection and repairing

of school buildings cannot be given with exactness, but it is over
$8,000.

The efficiency of our schools has improved ; but until a number of

the small districts are consohdated there will be many districts una-
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ble to pay a compensation sufficient to command competent teacliers.

Several new school-houses have been erected, and a number re-

pahed.
In December I recommended a series of text-books, which has

been approved by all the districts. The readers and arithmetics have

been introduced in every school district ; the geographies and gram-
mars not so generally, from want of elibrt on the part of their pub-
lishers.

The selection of text-books was a troublesome and a vexatious

duty, but trustees and teachers have with great unanimity exerted

themselves in com23lying with my recommendation.

In December and January I attended meetings of the Board of

Trustees of the several townships and boroughs. These meetings

were well attended. Districts were consolidated, boundaries defined,

disputes settled, and explanations of the law given. The ascertain-

ment and settlement of the boundaries of the different districts, from
the want of proper records, has occupied much time.

In May I again held trustee meetings throughout the county, in

every township and borough, except Lambertville.

The reg-ular 'quarterly examinations for the licensing of teachers

were held at the times appointed by the State Board. My assistant

examiners, Messrs. N. V. Young, Philip S. Swackhamer, and M. E.

Beading, have rendered me valuable and efficient assistance in con-

ducting these examinations.
Many of the schools of the county enjoy the services of able and

faithful teachers ; the weak and feeble districts can but seldom secure

such.

The average compensation of female teachers is twenty-five dollars

a month ; that of males, thirty-three and a third.

My intercourse with trustees and teachers has been fiiendly and
pleasant.
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MEBCER COUNTY.

William J. Gibby, Superintendent.

Herewith I transmit my report for Mercer county :

The statistics will be found veiy inaccurate and unsatisfactory,

owing to the imperfect reports received from the district clerks. Many
of these school officers labor under the eiToneous impression that the

filhng of more than a few of the statistical blanks is not desired and
unnecessary. The difficulty arises fi'om the pursuing of such a course
last year, in consequence of the lack of rehable records.

Most of the school buildings in this county are in good condition
;

a few are poor structures, or too small for the accommodation of the
number of pupils crowded into them. In nearly every instance, how-
ever, in which either is the case, the pro^dsion of a new house is con-
templated, or the friends of education are vigorously agitating the
question. Improvements might be made in the furniture of a ma-
jority of them. This will no doubt receive the attention of the sev-

eral boards of tnistees, when the subject is properly brought to their

notice. During the year three new houses have been erected, and
one remodeled and repaired, making it equally as good as new.
The teachers are earnest in their endeavors to advance the interests

intrusted in their care, and are generally much more successful than
was supposed, due allowance being made for all the circumstances by
which they are surrounded. No one can so fairly judge a school or

a teacher as he who has contended with the difficulties besetting the

tedious and trying duties of the school-room. Too little charity is

exercised toward these hard-worked and ill-requited public servants,

and hence arises many of the troubles which would otherwise be
avoided. On the other hand, a laxity may permit an influx of la-

borers whose incompatibility of temper and inaptitude for the calling

will result in little, if anythiug, better than a sc[uandering of the
funds expended. Some of us are adapted to one pursuit, others to

another, each to a several calling. So, doubtless, the teacher to be
successful must be born a teacher. While the excellent S3'stem of

graded teachers' certificates and the special recommendation of those
whom the superintendent finds particularly successful will do much
to give us a corps of really efficient instructors ; still more will depend
upon the vigilance of those who are delegated to employ teachers.

But let trustees exercise the same discretion in engaging a teacher

that they would in securing the services of an ordinary farm hand,
and the good results will e"sddence the truth of this. The best teachers,
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those whose success has been thoroughly estabUshecl, must be sought
out and procured.

There have been no meetings of township boards of trustees. It

is j)urposed to attend to this important requisite of the law very soon.
During the five months that I have held the ofiice every school

district has been visited once, and several a second time. All whom
I have officially met seem deshous to know their duty and to per-
form it faithfully. I esteem it a privilege to be able thus publicly to

return my hearty thanks to both school officers and teachers for the
pleasant welcome they have extended to me, and for the cheerful

assistance they have rendered whenever opportunity has offered.

My gentlemanly predecessor has also my best acknowledgments
for the information imparted, and the other kind offices he has per-
formed. He bore the brunt of the opposition to the law, an oj^posi-

tion, it is almost needless to add, arising from an ignorance of its

provisions. It only became necessary to place a copy of it in the
hands of our reading community to remove effectually all prejudice.

I frequently meet gentlemen who candidly admit their animosity to it

immediately after its passage, but who as frankly say that it was be-
cause of their not having seen and read it. A false impression of its

pro-sdsions had gained circulation either accidentally or designedly.

I believe there is but one clause to which objection is still made.
That is the one forbidding corporal punishment. The universal sen-
timent, so far as my knowledge goes, among trustees, teachers and
parents, is that this clause should be repealed, or at least modified.

It is, indeed, a fact, that the better the teacher the less the use of
the rod

;
yet the secret of his success lies in the physical as well as

moral power that so mysteriously pertains to him.
The advantages of the workings of the recent enactment are those

of system over confusion, of order over chaos. It is a matter of no
Httle surprise that such loose habits and neglect should characterize

our school ati'airs. How few understood the requirements of the law,

and how few deemed it necessary to comply with what they under-
stood. Now all is changed. A new era has dawned upon our schools.

Henceforth the school moneys will not be squandered upon ineffi-

cient teachers nor the immortal minds trified with, but the duties of

all must be conscientiously performed. Thus the benefits of the
school system, it is earnestly hoped, will manifest themselves in giv-

ing to oar whole community a thorough training in the necessary and
useful branches of knowledge. If it result in aftbrding a general
proficiency in spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic and geography,
it will have accomphshed sufficient to rejjay its originators, and to

requite all who may lend their mfiuence and labor to its execution.

Sluch yet remains to be done before the law will be in full opera-

tion. It is expected that the next annual report may show that

everything contemplated has been accomplished.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

Ealph Willis, Supeeintendent.

In my statistical report tliere are some omissions and a few
erroneous statements, most of wliicli are the result of a misappre-
hension of what was required. A more careful revision of school
registers, and more attention to the information given at meetings of

trustees in the several townships, will prepare the way for complete-
ness and accuracy in subsequent reports. By the settlement of some
"boundary difficulties, and the collation of district rej)orts, the census
of the present year is rendered more accurate than formerl3^ Four
quarterly examinations have been held during the year. As I en-
tered upon my duties in May last, only two of these examinations
have come under my supervision. The gentlemen associated with
me as examiners, Prof. D. T. Eeiley of New Brunswick, and George
H. Linsley of Metucheu, are teachers of experience and ability,

sustaining a reputatioiD too well establisheci to need my commenda-
tion. There can be no question as to the beneficial results of the
present system of examinations. Incompetent teachers are com-
pelled to turn their attention to other employments, while those of

suitable talents and attainments are recognized aiid graded accord-
ing to their merits. The use of printed questions is a wise expedi-
ent, making the examinations impartial, and guarding alike against
supercilious exactness and reckless indulgence.

I have visited most of the public schools of the county, and have
generally found good teachers and a people alive to the importance
of public education, and willing to pay reasonable salaries. The pu-
pils in but few of the schools, however, exhibit much progress in the
several branches of study. This in part is to be attributed to the
short time during which some of the schools are kept open, and in

part to the m-egularity of attendance, the scarcity and diversity of

text-books, and last, but not least, the frequent change of teachers.

In the hope of producing greater uniformity in the use of text-books,

and removing thereby one great hindrance to progress, a list of book
recommendations has been printed, and distributed throughout the
county. The variety of text-books on each branch of study, and
commonly in the same class, is not only an inconvenience to the
teachers, but a serious disadvantage to the scholar. This mixture
and confusion have resulted fi-om the practice of allowing each
teacher to select and procure text-books. If teachers were perma-
nent this practice would be less objectionable ; but as each com-
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monly holds a situation for a few montlis only, it is e-videut tliat tlie

selection of books will be almost as various as teachers. The law
provides a remedy for the evil referred to by making it the duty of

trustees, in connection with the superintendent, to adopt an approved
list of text-books, by conforming to which uniformity will be se-

cured.

It gives me pleasure to report that in one populous district, in

which a feAV months since no public school was open, and in which
no public school had been open for more than a year, live schools

are in successful operation, registering in the aggregate, at the date

of this report, five hundred and sixteen scholars. These schools are

graded, supplied with approved teachers, and placed under the su-

pervision of a zealous and accomplished principal. The new impulse
given to the cause of public education in this place has resulted in a
large and unanimous vote by the district of $15,000 for erecting and
furnishing a school-house adapted to the needs of the community.
My visits to the schools, affording as they do friendly acquaint-

ance with teachers and trustees, have given me real pleasure ; nor
has this part of my duty been more pleasant than useful. The inqui-

ries made, the examinations conducted, and the suggestions offered

are opportunities of usefulness of special value.

In my intercourse with school trustees and the fi'iends of educa-
tion I have rarely met with an expression of opposition to the new
school law, the article on corporal punishment excepted. In all other

respects the law, becoming better known in its j^rovisions and work-
ings, commends itself to public favor. Two facts are worthy of

attention : First, the opposition expressed to the article referred to

comes largely from teachers of experience, from intelligent trustees,

and zealous fi'iends of education. Secondly, the prohibition, if not
disregarded, is overruled in some districts by the impossibility of

repressing disorder and maintaining the authority of the teacher by
any other means than the use or the fear of the rod. Expulsion
is well nigh useless as a penalty for misconduct. In ninety-nine

cases out of a hundred requiring correction, it is inapplicable and
impracticable. It cannot be enforced unless in the case of the worst
culprits ; and even then it will be likely to raise up a party against

the teacher, and against the school. The presence of the rod, with-

out its infliction, is a wholesome restraint in the school-room ; but
the fear of expulsion—a punishment distant, improbable and seldom
enforced, even when deserved—is too slight to repel temptation and
deter from disobedience. Some schools may be governed without the

rod, and some teachers may not have sufficient discretion and self-

command to be intrusted with its use ; but its prohibition, in all cases

and in all places, is a law which must be modified or be broken.

The suggestion so often made will, it is hoped, sooner or later pre-

vail, viz., such a modification of the law as shall leave it to the

trustees of each district to permit or to prohibit corporal punishment.
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The short time I have been in office has been severely occupied
with its constant duties. Six months are needed to become ac-

quainted with one's field and work. I am under many obligations ta
Prof. Heiley, my predecessor, for his generous instructions.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Samuel Lockwood, Supekintendent.

The first full year of the working of the so-called new school law
has now closed. It has been to the Supeiintendeut a year of varied

labor, and at times attended with not a httle perplexity. Perhaps
the most delicate and difficult of his duties is the readjusting of boun-
dary lines and the forming of new districts. It is here that, do what
he may, he is in danger of gi^ang offense to some—and serious of-

fense, too. Even when he does not misjudge the situation, and his

action commends itself to the disinterested, yet the wishes of many
wiU be crossed and dissatisfaction ensue. With earnest complaints
from parents who feel aggrieved at the severe inconvenience to v/hich

their children are subjected, and with a conviction that certain dis-

tricts are not bounded in accord with the general interests, yet it is

far from certain that the coinciding judgment and consenting ^nil of

the trustees can be obtained to the necessary change ; so that herein
are difficulties of no small magnitude in store.

I regard it as necessar}^ so soon as it can be accomplished satis-

factorily, to dissolve several weak districts. They are too ineffective

to be worth continuance. One has akeady been dissolved and con-
solidated with a stronger district, fi'om which it was an offshoot. The
trustees of the feeble district had been for years con^dnced of its

little usefuhiess, and had asked to be taken back. A meeting of the
parent district was called to advise the trustees, at which an unhappy
spirit prevailed, and which resulted in the instniction " to keep them
out, as it served them right !" I admonished the tnistees, who were
rightly disposed, that this was visiting the blunder of the parents
upon the children, and recommended the reunion as for the best in-

terest of aU concerned. The old boundaries were at once restored,

and with the happiest results. A fresh life seemed infused; for at

the subsequent district meeting a new school edifice was ordered, and
$2,500 voted for its erection.

It has fallen to my duty to test the v\-orking merit of sections 26
and 62 of the law. As the case is a notable one, it must be given
with a httle detail. A structure yclept a school-house stood snugly
situated in one of the four angles where two pubhc roads crossed.
The entire premises had a substantial boundary hne, being the four
foundation walls of the edifice itself ; and this was kept from tres-

passing on the highway (the children's playground) by an aquatic
right angle, vulgarly called " a ditch " by the inhabitants. The ceil-

50
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ing was so convtiiieiitly low ibat one could write on tLe smut with
iiis iiugers copies in large LaLid ; this ariaugemeiit heiug really an in-

genious zenith black-board, not patented, though it merits a caveat.

Owing to innumerable cracks and holes, the ventilation was always
ample and cool, however hot the stove might be. Of an establish-

ment so well endowed it is perhaps superfluous to add that, as ne-

cessity knoW'S no law, on peculiar occasions the pupils committed
trespass on the neighboring premises ; nor is the mention needed
that, trusting in the well-known agility of youth, not even a board
spanned the moat of this feudal institution of learning. Indeed, it

is W' orthy of note that gymnastic exercises always preceded the sohd
learning, and bedraggled clothes and benumbed feet went into the

hardening process of physical education. But, despite all these ad-
vantages, the reflecting portion of the people came to lose all respect

for even this ancient estabhsliment, and the children, such as could,

betook themselves to other schools ; and even the teacher, whenever
a good one did come along, soon left in disgust.

A meeting was called to consider the matter of a new school-house,

but the subject was voted down by so decided a vote that the friends

of progress gave up in despair. Learning these facts, I called the

trustees to meet with myseh for an inspection of the building and
premises. The resiilt was, with unanimous agreement, an official con-
demnation of both building and site. On my recommendation, the

trustees at once ordered the call of another meeting. It was a stormy
night, the fierce elements outside and angry passions within. I

attended, and made an appeal to the audience in behalf of the best

interests of their children, and calmly informed them of the law in

the case ; also, that the school had been inspected, and, with its sit-

uation, condemned ; moreover, that it was now my duty, according

to law, to forbid the payment of the State school money until a proper

place was provided. The opposition was out in force, but the mea-
sure sought was carried by the legal two-thirds vote. The w^hole

matter is now in such energetic hands that ere the autumn is gone a
school-house in the modern style, with approved conveniences, and
on a pleasant site, will be completed.

Perhaps the law has met the most determined opposition at the dis-

trict meetings, called to raise the extra supplies needed for the cui'-

rent year. It is worthy of note in these cases that the hostility

against this practical feature of the law has proceeded from motives
which, rightly regarded, as it seems to me, afford really strong argu-

ments for the wisdom and justice of the measure opposed. For
instance, in some cases the tax-payer, as such, has been the most
hostile and energetic, even at times efi'ecting powerful combinations

to defeat a vote, the alleged reason being the unnecessary expense
;

the expenditure of former days being instanced as a fair measure of

the necessities of the present, if the simple addition be made of

increase of number. Now in all this the fact was ignored that the

present wealth of the contestant had grown out of the appliance to
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his agi'iculture of the practical de^-ices of tlie present intelligence of

other men as well as of the modicum that might be called his own.

It is thus that he is comparatively unaffected by the high prices of

labor' ; since, by these modern aids, he can with four working men
easily perform the tillage accomplished by a dozen men in the old

way and by the old resources ; that is the old education and the old

intelligence. AVhy then should not this modern force ask a stipend

that it may not be set back ?

Then, what is stranger than all, some of the best movements for

the future good of the children have been quite defeated, and others

nearly so, by the stolid conduct of men who, at the " roping in " of

the above, have voted away the dearest rights of theh' own offspring.

But though these are facts to be regretted, yet they must not be

pressed beyond their true worth, as the truth is evident that even

they are giving way to a more enlightened sentiment. This appears

from the actual district tax for the last year, whose total for the coimty

is but a moderate fraction less than twenty thousand dollars.

The reports from many of the disti-ict clerks have been very meager.

The main fault, I am sorry to state, has been due to the delinquent

course of some of the teachers in the matter of their school registers.

Notwithstanding this I have secured from the clerks, by subsequent

correspondence, enough to give me a clew by which, ^n many in-

stances, I was able to recast the figures, and thus to attain within a

small discount a fan- exhibit ; so that my statistical report is quite

satisfactory when the novelty of the situation is considered. It re-

tui-ns but one district that has failed to report, and one other is given

that has reported but in part. Thus I have coni&dent expectations

that, in respect to these most important school officers, another year

will afford very complete returns.

The statistics given I regard as rehable, and certainly, as such,

they are valuable. Indeed, some of them are startling, and all are

inatructive and suggestive. Of some of these ciuious points of in-

terest, the following are worthy of note : Monmouth county has a

population of childi-en of school age of 14,084 ; of these only 9,030

have attended the pubUc schools, and 742 have attended private

schools, thus leaving in our county 3,441 who have attended no school

during the past year. And of these the number whose attendance

has averaged but three months in the year is 5,259, while the entire

number of those who have attended ten months is only 261. Evi-

dently the evil is chronic and obstinate, and rests with the heads of

families ; hence the cure demands time. The superintendent hopes
in the coming winter, by means of public lectures, to reach the con-

science and intelligence of some of the parents of these neglected

-children.

A very interesting social and educational problem is found in the

fact presented by the statistics that the village communities with the

best school privileges, both public and private, have a much larger

average of non-school-going children than the more rural and less
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favored districts. In one instance—the most notable—the absence

from school of any kind for the whole year was fifty-five -per cent, of

the entu'e school population.

Assisted by Messrs. J. D. Denison and W. S. Murphy as examin-
ers, both zealous and accomplished teachers, the work of examining
applicants for Hcense as teachers has been conducted Avith fairness

to all and partiality to none. The licenses granted during the past

year have been, first grade, one ; second gi'ade, four ; third grade,

sixty ; total, sixty-five ; while the rejections were eighteen.

With honest eflfort and the best desires, I have found myself unable

to accomphsh the school visitation exactly as ordered by the regula-

tions
;
yet some schools, from pecuhar exigencies, have received more

attention than even the letter of the requisition imposed. It seems
to me that until the law has ceased to be a novelty, and the educa-

tional machinery has become fairly adjusted, the amount of labor

growing out of special necessities, unless slighted for the sake of

doing up the mere routine work, must tax severely the best abilities

of every zealous worker in the field. And it is just in these very

specialties that the school law yields some of its best fruits. That
the ofiice work alone would prove no sinecure may appear in the fact

that from October 1, 1867, to the present October, the letters written

and mailecP from this office number 1,216. Of these letters manj
have been decisions on mooted points, requuing much more care and
time in their composition.

The meetings of the township boards of trustees have been fully

kept, and I regard them as highly important. It must be confessed,

however, that in some townships the attendance of the school officers

has not been gratifying, notwithstanding that I have notified all by a

circular mailed to eveiy trustee individually in the county. This I

hope to remedy during the coming year, as it is clear to my judgment
that on success in this particular depends not a little of the general

result.

Such, in brief, has been the working of the school year now closed

under the present law. Albeit the opposition, as stated above, it is

indisputable that with the better understanding of its 23rovisions there

is the growth of a commensurate attachment of the people. As respects

my coimty, my conviction is that in the elevation of the teachers, in

the remuneration of their labors, in the attention of the public mind to

education, in the support of schools, •wdth provision for new buildings

and the improvement of the old, there has been an advance very far

beyond that of any previous year. In a word, in the year herewith

reported Monmouth county, under the auspices of the recent legis-

lation for schools, has not been remiss in doing her part to provide

such an education as should increase the capacities of her children

for usefulness and happiness, and such as should " enable them the
better to enjoy then own hves and help others to enjoy theirs."
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MOEEIS COUNTY,

E. H. De Haet, Supeeintendent.

Mj statistical report lias been gathered as far as possible from the

Teports of the district clerks. These docunients being somewhat de-

fective, I have been compelled to supplement them from the repoi*ts

of teachers, and from data collected by mj'self while visiting, I

trust that the next annual report from this county to the State Board
can be entirely compiled from the reports of the district clerks. I

do not wish to be understood b}^ this as complaining at all of these

valuable ofScers. There is much more in their reports to commend
than to censure. Many of them perforin the duties of their oflS.ce

without exacting the least compensation, although leading the neces-

sities of their daily business for it. Great improvement over the

reports of last year is everywhere manifest ; thus demonstrating that

the culturing iniluences of our new school law are not circumscribed

by the registered pupilage. The towmships of Hanover, Chatham
and Washington deserve particular mention for the general correct-

ness of their reports. The reports of Mr. Monroe Howell of Hanover,
No. 3 ; Mr. A. M. French of Chatham, No. 1 ; Dr. Willets of Wash-
ington, No. 2 ; as also that of Mr. William Marsh, Esq., of No. 5, in

the last-mentioned township, are specimens in theu" way of careful

compliance with the law, and of good penmanship. I do not men-
tion these from any individiousness whatever, but to excite a whole-
some emulation among those having charge of this important matter.

To remedy the evil of defective reports I have also undertaken a
series of meetings, whereat I urge upon the people of the several

districts the necessity of attending the meetings for the election of

trustees, and of insisting that those only shall be elected to this office

who are capacitated for it, knowing that in general the district clerk

will be a reflex of the intellectual and moral standing of the board
of trustees. As far as I yet have been enabled to carry out my de-

sign in this respect, I have met most encouraging reception, and hope
for cheering results.

The valuable aid which I have received fi'om teachers' reports re-

quires that I should make mention of a few of those whose reports

fiilfill all the requirements of the law, and in their neatness give evi-

dence of that living interest in their calling which should actuate

every true teacher. Conspicuous in this respect stand the repoiis of
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Mr. DeW. C. Wickham of Boonton, Miss H. M. Van Duyne of

Pequannock, Mr. W. M. Stiger of Kandolph, and Miss O. Minton of

Pequannock.
It will be perceived that by far the greater number of those who

have applied for license have been Hcensed in the third degree. This

arises from the fact that most of the applicants are just entering upon
the profession, and by reason of experience are debarred from a

higher grade, even where their acquirements would permit. The
issuing of these grades of licenses still has the effect of increasing

the desire to reach the higher grades, thus promoting a healthy ten-

dency to self-culture among teachers which must effect great good.

During the year just closed I have visited each school-house in

the county twice, and many of them I have visited oftener. Some-
times, unfortunately, I have found the school closed on temporary

vacation, thus necessitating an early repetition of my \-isit ; or, in

case such early visitation was a thing impossible, I have been com-
pelled to do the thing next best, find the trustees and talk school. I

propose during the coming year to visit each school four times, and,

to prevent miscarriage, I have arranged with teachers to notify me
of an engagement just commenced, also of the approaching close of

such.

The impetus given to the building of new school-houses by the en-

actment of the new school law is renewed daily, in testimony whereof

I cite the beautiful new school-house of Flanders in Roxbury, the

elegant remodehng of the old brick school-house at Madison, in Chat-

ham, and even old Hacklebamy, in Chester, has been roused from

her long slumbers under the vigorous control of R. D. Pitney, Esq.,

and taxes herself for a new school-house. The new building in

Morristown is in process of completion, and will \T.e with the best in

the State.
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OCEAN COUNTY.

W. F. Brown, Superintendent.

The statistical report forwarded to yoii contains all the informa-

tion in my ^tossession derived from the official statements of the dis-

trict clerks. From several districts no reports have been received.

Many of those received, as Avill be seen, are quite imperfect ; so much
so that in several points no general average can be reached with any
degree of accuracy, and therefore several columns are of necessity

left without being footed. In regard to the interest manifested in the

(juestion of education, we may say that it is both considerable and
limited. With very manj^ there is an increasing desire for greater

facilities, while with others very little interest is evinced. As before

expressed, we fully believe that the time is very near at hand when,
the Sbite can, and tlierefore ought, to make the public schools free.

The idea of having the question debated at every annual town meet-
ing, " Whether if is best to raise money for schools or not ?" and then
left to the prejudices and excitement of the occasion for determina-
tion and settlement, cannot, we think, be the best poHcy. Under the

influences that not unfrequentl}' prevail at such times, men are not
prepared to act thoughtfully and judiciously. The question to our
mind is of too much importance to be left to the circumstances and
decision of an hour, and especially such an hour as is often experi-

enced at these town meetings.

The necessity exists for our public schools to be free. The intel-

ligence of the State is virtually so expressed. Wiiy should not that

intelligence be listened to and regarded ? Let the members of the

Legislature whose prerogative it is by enactment settle this question.

They combine, or at least are supposed to combine, and represent the
intelligence and wisdom of the State, and are therefore prepared to

act in some degree commensurate with the importance of the ques-
tion ; and the people who ought to be heard will sustain the good action

of their representatives.

LABOR, TRUSTEES, BOOKS.

Private conveyance being almost the only method of traveling in

our sparsely-populcited country, the constant snows and severely un-
favorable weather of the past winter interrupted and prevented much
contemplated work being performed, though considerable traveling

has been done during the year.
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In rela,tion to tlie question of uniformity of books, -^-e find con-

siderable difficulty. If we understand the law correctly, it makes it

obligator}' on the " board of trustees in connection with the county

superintendent" to adopt "a uniform series of text-books to be
used." We have not, therefore, regarded it as our dutj' to act inde-

pendently of the board of trustees, and insist upon the introduction

and use of anj- particular book, unless their co-o]jeration could be
first obtained, believing that such union was necessary in order to pre-

serve harmony and good feeling, and at the same time secure the ob-

jects ought. In endeavoring to accomplish this desirable object, much
labor has been required. The superintendent has been obliged to

travel several hundred miles, has spoken often, and urged the impor-

tance and necessity of acquiescence and obedience to that feature of

the law. While the result of the effoi-t has been in some measure
satisfactory, we regret to say that too little interest has been and still

is evinced, while hi some instances comparative indifference is mani-

fested. We still hope that the trustees and people will sec in this

matter what is for their own interest and act accordingly.

TEACHEES AND THE LAW.

The " classified summary " is not presented as a complete indica-

tion of the number and character of our teachers. The summary
embraces those examined from February until August. Although
the number is too limited, yet v>-e do not expect many applicants, as

the winter term approaches its close. Our February meetiiig for ex-

aminations was held at Barnegat, at which time vv'e had no appli-

cants. At the Ma}- and August meetings Ave had only eleven. We
have, hov/e^er, several teachers in the comity whose terms of license

vaU not expire before the' next meeting of the board in November.
In addition to this there are others teaching under licenses received

from other counties. We are well persuaded, however, that the new
law operates against some (perhaps many; making application.

While, therefore, we may not have as many teachers as we could de-

sire, we are, nevertheless, not imposed upon by those who are incom-
petent.

SCHOOI^EOUSES AND THE SCHOOL LAW.

Several of our districts have school-houses ruled " unfit for use
;"

hence at such places they have no schools in operation.

As an argument in favor of the prospective beneficial working of

the new school law, it vras stated in my report hist winter that if the

new law was peimitted to continue in force, we would in this county

build more school-houses the coming year than vv'e had in any pre-

vious two or three years together. The facts are now before us.

True, we have not the data to know the precise number built in each

and every year, but we have the whole number of school-houses in

the county. Imperfect as the statistics are in several particulars,
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tliey sbo"\v tliat we liaye built or are about to build the present year

one-tliircl as many scliool-liouses as we noiu have in the whole county.

Brick builds four, Dover two, Jackson three, Plumstead one, (proba-

bly two), Manchester one, (if not two), Union two, &c.

At Point Pleasant, No. 1, the school-house is completed and school

in operation. It is a good wooden building, twenty by foity, neatly

painted, with one acre of land for playgTOund. The three best

houses now bemg built are those at Bricksburg, in Brick ; Barnegat,

in Union ; and Holmanville, in Jackson. The spirited and enter-

prising citizens of Bricksburg are doing a work worthy of themselves.

The Land Improvement Company have presented the trustees with

eight lots, (about an acre), valued at 82,000, on which a noble two-

story building is being erected.

Another interesting and encouraging feature is found in the fact,

that the county of Ocean will raise (independent of building and re-,

pairs) this year for school purposes alone ihree times tht amount of
money raised in any one year for the same ohject fvevious to the enact-

ment of the new school law. The most earnest and sanguine fiiend of

the new law could not have anticipated or desired more in these

respects ; nor can the strongest and most violent opponent be insen-

sible to the beneficent and hai:)py results of the New Jersey school

law.
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PASSAIC COUNTY.

J. C. Cruikshank, Superintendent.

The State Board of Education, composed of State officials aud two

citizens of influence fi-om each congressional district, has committed to

its fosteiing care the gi'eat and noble work, " popular education "—

a

subject of public and private interest. Thus the Board has not only

a State reputation to consider, but to keep up to the requii-ements of

^he times it must put forth even gi'eater and more efficient efforts.

From it a central influence radiates through every county, city and
district hamlet in the State. But how ? Through the agency of the

county suoerintendents. Strip the State Board of this ann of influ-

ence—an "absolute need, and the tree of State education, planted

with care and watered with prayer, now in blossom, is plucked up
and destroyed in its efficiency, and ignorance has in its place a dark

cloud, in its self-aggrandizement, wdiicli will be umpire in our future

State destiny.' How sad to contemplate ! our State funds wasted

;

but more so, our State destiny in the hands of ignorance—^passions

on fii-e—mutual injury—recrimination and revenge. Here is an evil

which philosophy cannot regulate or change, but Christianity pre-

vents and externiinates. The main arm of the State Board of Edu-
cation is in the county superintendents. A school /'w/^c/ is not educa-

tion, nor is a school system ; but with these the county superinten-

dent is, by effort and argument, by eveiy influence he can bring to

act, enabled to breathe life into the cause, carry it forward impos-

ingly, and improve it by bringing the j^eople to a hearty, universal

and liberal support of it ; be choice in his selection of teachers, con-

sidering their attainments and manners
;
give Ufe and interest to his

work, and see that an improvement of mind keeps equal steps xsith

the increase of population. The members of the Assembly from Pas-

saic understood this, that the State Board, to be efficient, must have
subordinates of intelligence and worth— living men, to give life and
vigor to the sj'tem ; hence it was that they could not be tempted or

bargained out of their independence and integrity, to throw the

shadow of a doubt over what they had, in the preceding year, so

cheerfully and freely worked into existence.

In my first tour of inspection, I found the " text-books " in the

schools of every variety, according to the fancy of the teacher, or the

interest of the village merchant. To correct the evil, I had the inter-

est of the merchant, the fancy of the teacher, aud the expense of a
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change in the minds of patrons to meet. They were formidable ob-

stacles, involving a sacrifice of property. To accomplish a change,

to have it popularized, to have it come from the patrons, I called meet-

ings of the trustee boards, with the school teachers in every town-

ship in the county, and presented the advantages of a uniform sys-

tem of instruction as an economy of time and money. We had the

assistance of professional teachers who labored with persevering dili-

gence to overcome the objections raised, and who, from experience,

could show the advantages of uniformity. These meetings brought

together men of influence and intelhgence, men who knew the wants

of their districts, and could understand the best plans of supplying

them—men who took their first lessons of profit in the " school laws,"

It was by discussing the question in these primary meetings that we
had their apjDroval and advocacy in the county. Thus, in calling a

county convention of all the district trustees, it was largely attended,

notwithstanding it was known to the convention that the Assembly*
at Trenton was at that hour maldng war on the school laws of New
Jersey, and threatening to give us only a system of anarchy. Such
a convention had never before assembled in our county. It was edu-

cational. One of the speakers said, " Our children are living, think-

ing—growing by our sides. Shall they be educated or miseducated

—

well or ill ?—gentlemen trustees, choose. Our county jail is a gem
of architecture ; it is light, airy, healthy and ornamental. Let us

make our school-houses the fairest and the best in our tov/nships.

Then shall they be the people's temples—capitals of hberty, and
filled with the sovereigns of the land. Passaic in its intelligence, had
convened to dcAase a uniform system of instruction—not to give
* broad acres ' to the children, but to elevate them in happiness

;

placing the Bible too in the front of the work, not in the rear.'"

The result was every way gratifying ; a uniform system of instniction

was cheerfully and unanimously adopted, and went into operation

immediately.

Good school-houses and good pay will command teachers who
seek to honor their calling—of worth and respectability. Good and
well-qualified teachers are of absolute necessity, and the conviction

of the fact is growing and bearing fruit, in the wiDingness and ability

to support them. But this is not universal. In some instances I

have been obliged to lower my standard of the teacher's qualifica-

tions, and to estimate his moral qualities as commending lum more
than his intellectual, or close the schools. I have in the county those

who have made teaching their profession for years, have gained a

reputation, have not made many changes, while others are constanty

changing, flitting like birds on the limbs of the same tree. District

trustees are coming together to compare views—districts, in thek
character and doings—teachers, in their work and energy, and in

these gatherings evil will be remedied, and the cause of education

secure a warm support. So long as they keep the school question

the subject of conversation there is an interest in it.
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In consultation M'itli members of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

and other prominent citizens, it was thought advisable not to organ-

ize the board of examiners, but in person to discharge the duties of

the office. The first meeting at West Milford had pecuharities of an
amusing nature. Persons came from cm-iosity, interest and idleness,

and all had their sport oyer the " mishaps " of the applicants. Since

then the female teachers and a large number of the male have pre-

ferred to meet me in private to obtain their hcenses. The greater

number of the fifty licensed teachers have been thus examined and
licensed. There are fourteen female teachers in the county.

Passaic county cheerfully accepted of the school laws, and its citi-

zens are endeavoring to bring their affairs to shape with them. The
gTeat aim is to have the public schools the best—to command respect

and attention—to have our teachers W'ell educated for then' work,

apt to teach, aHve in the school-room ; known for their moral, social

and central position of intelligence ; to have parents visit and examine
the schools, encourage the teachers, fiu'nish the necessary books,

have the suiToundings fitted up, desks and seats properly an^anged,

and consider the elevation, of their children in society above all price.

Passaic county has iiie^ of wealth and learning who pay hundreds
of dollars to insure their property, who begin to see that education

is the best msurauce of all, because the safety of life and security of

w^ealth is in virtue and intelhgence. Law appeals to rigid virtue

—

justice to sanctified intelhgence.

In view of the vicissitudes and trials which have attended the cause

of education in our State, I congratulate the State Board over the

measure of its success, eTen to a permanency of devotion with every

true fi'iend.
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SALEM COUNTY.

William H. Reed, Supekintendent.

The time at which the annual report of the county superintendent

should be forwarded is at hand, and the following, embracing state-

ments upon subjects of inquiry, is submitted :

It may be confidently stated that the interest of the people in

pubhc schools and general education has not abated ; it has, on the

contrai-y, rather increased.

It is true, that just at the time the effort was made in the Legisla-

ture to overthrow the law, and the lower House voted in favor of so

doing, there was a momentary pause in the operation of the school

system ; but it was only momentary, and when passed things moved
on as before. It was understood by those who valued the system,

that there were persons in the Senate whose voice and vote would be
given to preserve to the State what it had of a school system, and in

them confidence was placed.

The sentiments of the people upon the subject of fi'ee public schools

may be inferred from opinions expressed upon chfferent occasions.

There are, in every community, individuals who are fully convinced
of the soundness of the policy that would establish free pubhc
schools ; though there is another class who hold that the people will

prize an education more highly if they have to pay dkectly for the

support of schools. It is a common complaint that the schools can-

not be kept open as much of the year as they should, on account of

the insufficiency of funds, and that the people will not send when
the schools are not free. The trustees frequently say they do not
know how they are to keep their schools open the desu'ed length of

time unless the schools are made fi'ee.

At a meeting of one of the township boards of trustees held a
short time since, it was said that the people of that township were
fully of the opinion that the public schools of Salem county should
be fi'ee. Arguments were ofi'ered to show that every individual is

interested pecuniarily and morally, as a business man and as a citi-

zen, in the difiusiou of public education ; that the promotion of

morality and intelhgence tends to increase business, enhance the

value of property, and give stabDity to our institutions. There ap-
pears to be a desire for fi-ee public schools, but the most suitable

manner for making them free is a matter of difference in opinion.

As a means of adding to the fimd for the support of public schools
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it is held tliat if the State has lands that by lease or sale can be
made available, that next to the payment of the debt of the State

this source of revenue should accrue to the benefit^ of schools.

A resolution was passed at a meeting of one of the township boards
requesting the superintendent to urge the importance of an increased

State tax for the support of schools, as being more economical than

a district tax.

The idea is entertained that property owners would as willingly

be taxed for the education of the youth of the State at large, as for

those of a particular district ; and that in providing for public edu-

cation the State at large should be regarded as one community.
Purther, that a single district in which a vast property had accumu-
lated by individual enterprise and by the imseen contributions of the

people at large, could not justly claim a right to tax such property

to the exclusion of other school districts, but that the tax paid by
such property should result to the benefit of the public schools

throughout the State. All the school districts are, as far as taxation

for school purposes is concerned, regarded as one district ; and the

district tax would then become State tax. It is contended that the

tax would be no greater to secure fi'ee schools, and that the cost of

collecting it would be much less.

These are views entertained, and certainly have a bearing upon the

question of their opinion of fi-ee public schools.

The interest of the people in this county in education for a number
of years has been shown in fi-eely patronizing private schools in the

county, in other parts of the State, and in other States. Large sums
of money have been expended in this way. Many have queried why
schools of a high grade could not be maintained at or near home at

a less expense. The demand is decidedly in favor of thoroughness

rather than display.

The interest of the people generally in the matter of education

may be estimated by the desire expressed to improve their school

buildings and to supply themselves with good teachers. In districts

where the buildings are inferior, the trustees and people are discuss-

ing the question of a suitable location for their school-house, what
shall be its size and form, and how the funds shall be obtained to

build it. Instances of generosity occur. One offers a considerable

sum of money, in one instance a hundred dollars, towards a new
building ; another the frame for a building, and another a half acre

of land, on which to place the building. Difiiculties occur in carry-

ing out plans, but the degree of earnestness shown will-, in the course

of a year or two, effect a great change.

A judgment may be formed of the practical effects of the present

school law from whkt has been stated. An opinion prevails that by
some means school affairs are better provided for, under the present

law, than formerly ; and there is a disposition among the people to

aid in carrying out the law.

The teachers, as a class, are favorable to the law, and consider
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that tlie extra duties required of them will be more than compen-
sated b}' a better appreciation of their services, and a greater amount
of good to result from their labors.

The standing and efficiency of the teachers in the public sehools

ma}^ be said to be fair. In this county, as in others, the majority of

teachers hold third gratfb certificates, although, in some cases, it is

believed that those who have third grade certificates, ^dth a mod-
erate additional efltbrt, might have obtained second gi-ade. We have
a number of teachers who hold second grade certificates, and they
are known and sought on account of their efficiency. There are a
few who hold first grade certificates, who deserve praise for their

efforts to obtain the honor.

It is believed that the teachers are conscientious in the discharge
of their duties, and are engaged with zeal in their educational labors

;

and that the people, in the communities in which they are at work,
show an aiDpreciation of their services. There are teachers who have
been engaged in the business for a number of years, and they evince
a power in the school-room which is the result of practice.

To detail the business performed, as superintendent of schools,

would be an impossibility. Some items might be mentioned. Public
school monej-s. State, county and township, have been apportioned

;

apportionment papers made out and distributed to district clerks

;

examinations held, schools visited ; township boards of trustees have
been organized and met, and such business transacted with them as
the occasion required

;
queries concerning school matters have been

answered in innumerable instances ; such aid as could be has been
rendered in the management of school business in individual dis-

tricts
;
public school papers have been distributed, district clerks'

reports received, examined and in some cases corrected ; inquiries,

oral and written, by teachers concerning schools, and by trustees

concerning teachers, have been answered, district bounds investi-

gated and changed, &g.

All of the school-houses in the coimty have been traveled to,

though in two or three instances the schools were not in operation.
Most of the schools have been visited twice. Some of the township
boards have been visited three times, some twice, and four of them
but once. It is designed to visit them all as soon as possible after

the beginning of the new school year. Several have already been
visited since the school year began. Owing to the failure of the peo-
ple to choose trustees at the time prescribed by law, and the trustees
to choose district clerks within the prescribed time, it becomes a
matter of consequence to make appointments as the law directs.

This labor might be saved if the district clerks and the people would
make a slight effort.

There is a difficidty in ascertaining the sums ordered at town meet-
ings to be raised by township tax for the support of schools. It
would be weU if it were made the duty of the clerks of the townships
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to fonvard a statement of the sums voted immediately after town
meeting.

Since my last report there has been a change in the school build-

mgs in the county. In three districts, Laurel Hill, Pilesgrove to^^Ti-

ship ; Auburn and Pedricktou, in U. P. Neck township, new build-

ings are in process of erection. These buildings are considered a
credit to the districts in which they are situated. They are put up
with reference to future as well as present use and convenience ; and
each will add more than the cost of it to the value of the real estate

of the district.

In one district where the building seemed scarcely fit for repair, it

was taken in hand and remodeled to such an extent as to make it

quite a convenient school building. The posts of the building were
increased in length, which secured a ceiling of a suitable height ; the
window frames were removed and new ones substituted ; the win-
dows, upper and lower, were suspended by pulleys ; the interior was
furnished after the modern style of fui'uishing school-houses, with
desks for two, and aisles between, and Avith black-boards ; and the

whole presents a structure for school purposes that is truly credit-

able. This improvement is in Walnut Grove district, L^pper Pitts-

grove.

"^/liile it is considered that in this instance the building, as altered,

answers the demands of the vicinity, yet it should be remembered
that while expense is bsing incurred to a considerable extent, the
question should be fully considered whether it would not be to the
interest of the people to erect a new building of sufficient size to

answer for a generatien or two, thereby securing a room of ample
size, and adding to the convenience and health of those who are to

occupy it. In another district. Friendship, Pilesgrove township, the
position of the building was changed, an addition made, and the
room refurnished. This adds greatly to the convenience of the pu-
pils. The expense is defrayed by contribution. In another district,

Hancock's Bridge, L. A. Creek township, the sum of one thousand
dollars has been ordered to be raised by dii'ect tax for the erection of

a new building.

In some of the districts of the county, however, school buildings are

to be found which are not what the necessities of the district require.

They seem rather to resemble lock-ups for CA'il-doers than attractive

retreats whither the youth go to obtain knowledge. It happens that

one of these districts is one of the most populous in the county, and
contains a considerable portion of wealth and intelligence, and has
had a character for public sphit. Citizens of the district regret that

it is so, and there is no doubt that a change will soon be made for

the better. It cannot be made too soon, for the accommodations for

two hundred and six children are certainly very meager.
The subject of title to school property is one for consideration.

Quite a number of titles are by mere sufferance. Some are for an in-

definite period of time ; some for such time as school may be kept upon
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tLe premises. In one instance the title is that of a lease for ninety-

nine years. Such is the state of things in one township that nearly
all the school property is held by an incomplete title. Indisputable
titles should be vested in the public school trustees and their suc-

cessors.

The reports of district clerks this year are not so full and satis-

factory as they might be. This has arisen from the school registers

not being as carefully kept as might have been, or, as it is thought,

•will be hereafter. Teachers in some cases left schools expecting to

return, but did not, and did not complete their registers. In some
instances registers were thoughtlessly retained by teachers, and were
not at hand when reports were made out.

Li conclusion, as regards public education it is to be desired that
the people of the State will do what they can in every suitable way
to promote the interests of popular education. It is certainly to the
interest of a State to develop the moral energies of the people. That
it is the tendency of education to do this is the judgment of enlight-

ened minds. Public-minded men view it as the great jDreservative

power of the nation. New Jersey should not be in the rear of other
States in preserving what she so efficiently labored to obtain and
defend.

In times f)ast much has been done in the establishment of colle-

giate, academical and society schools, which has been a means of

benefit to the State in the promotion of morahty and intelligence.

The necessities of the present require greatly increased facilities be-
yond those of a generation or two since. Under an efficient pubHc
school system there is room for every one to do something for the
improvement of the youth of the State.

If wtue and intelligence are a profit and an honor to a people, it

surely follows that whatever tends to nourish these should receive

the favor of citizens, public and private.
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SOMERSET COUIsTT.

J. F. Fkelinghuysen, Supebintendent.

I find it impossible for me to embody a full report of everything
pertaining to the educational interests of Somerset county in the

limited space allowed me. I might, in a brief summary of encour-
aging words, give you the result of the success by which the minds
of nearly seven thousand children are daily being developed in our
schools, and at the same time present an array of generalities show-
ing greater interest in the cause of education among the people, and
more activity and zeal on the part of teachers, and a larger liberality

in providing comfortable school buildings and in supplying the
schools with text-books, maps and the necessary apparatus. But I

am assured that generalities on so important a subject as the moral
and intellectual training of our children will prove vague and un-
satisfactory. I will submit the following facts

:

The School Laiu.—This law has been tried for two years, and as far

as my knowledge extends, meets with almost universal approval in

the county.

It has gained in favor with the people as they have become more
familiar with its operations, and the attempt to destroy the law and
to supply its place with the imperfect substitutes which were offered

last winter, has confirmed the people in their con^'ictions of the su-

periority of the present law, and of the wisdom of the legislation

which enacted and continued it in force.

The trustees of many districts in the county (whom I consider

proper representatives of public sentiment) speak in praise of the
law, and particularly of the systematic arrangement of the duties de-

volving upon them, and of the wise guardianship it exercises over the

distribution of the public money, and of the influence for good it has
exerted in the schools in providing for the more thorough examina-
tion of teachers, resulting in the retention of the competent, and in-

viting the unworthy to a sphere of usefulness more compatible with

their genius and taste. We do not claim perfection for the present

law, but we do insist that a law which has stood the test of popular
criticism, and has gained so largely in the favor of the people and
the friends of education throughout the State, should be continued,

and only be subject to amendment where experience, and wisdom^
and economy may dictate a change.
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Schoo IVisifation.—I have \'isited almost all the schools in the

county, and but for sickness would have finished this part of my duty.

I hope to complete my work during the winter.

I have either examined or witnessed the examination of the pupils

in all of those visited. The teachers have received me kindly, and
the scholars have listened attentively, and I trust profitably, as I have
addi'essed«tliem in words of encouragement or of interest. Many
schools were unprovided with the necessary apparatus and maps,
and in some instances with proper text-books. I think an appropria-

tion authorized by law to supply this destitution would be beneficial.

The tools of a mechanic are not more essential for the execution of a

great work assigned him than is the furnishing of our school-rooms
with all the needful facilities for impurting instruction which modern
science and skill have invented and approved. It takes too long to

remedy existing evils by the slow progress of convincing some men
of their importance, and then gaining the two-thirds district vote,

and then in patience await the tediousness of tax-gathering. Time
is precious when it relates to the education of our children, and money
is but as a drop when put in the balance against it.

Texf-hooJcs.-^Vle are gi-adually approaching uniformity in the use

of text-books. We may not have been so fortunate as to have se-

lected the best
;
yet we have guarded against a greater evil, that of

being subjected to frequent changes of books and the almost incal-

culable expense attendant upon it.

It has been suggested b}- one or more trustees (and the thought is

worthy of consideration) that it would be an important step in the

right dii-ection for our State to call into requisition the talent we
possess, and employ it in the compilation and publishing of suitable

text-books to be used in our schools, and, for the sake of uniformity,

require them to be used.
'

I can see no difficulty in the way of selecting men of our own State

who could furnish our schools v/ith better arithmetics, grammars,
geographies, and other standard books than we have now in use.

Would we not in this way save many publishers and their agents

great labor and sacrifice in our behalf, and particularly in that part

of their business which consists in commending their own publica-

tions as superior to those we have selected ? If the views of the

publishers were acceded to by those having the matter in charge,

they would destroy all uniformity. I believe if the suggestion was
properly canied out, our schools would be supplied with books at a

cheaper rate. Our State, holding the copyright, would be indepen-

dent by being able to supply them from her own storehouse of knowl;

edge, and we would be doing only justice to the men whose abihty

is equal to the undertaking.

Tcacltcrs.—The board of examiners have examined and hcensed
fifty-seven teachers. Forty-five appHcants were for the third grade,
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nine for second grade, and three for first grade certificates. The ex-

aminations were well sustained ; and it is due to our teachers that I

should report them as becoming more interested in the work they

have undertaken, and are each year preparing themselves for a higher

grade of scholarship, and, as a natural sequence, for greater effi-

ciency and usefulness in the education of our youth.

The examiners, Messrs. J. S. Haynes and E. W. Rarick, whom I

selected when I fii'st assumed the duties of my office, stm continue

at their post. They have given satisfaction not only for their fair-

ness and impartiality in adjudging all cases worthy of licensure, but
also for their acknowledged competency for the position they occupy.

I omitted to mention in the proper place that we had examined and
recommended one applicant from this county for Sutger's Scientific

Course. The examination of tfle young man referred to was credit-

able ahke to himself and the county of his birth.

Free Schools.—The question of free schools has not been tested in

many parts of our county.

In Somerville, our county seat, a district numbering over five hun-
dred pupils between the ages of five and eighteen, at a public meet-
ing called for the pm-pose of raising an amount by taxation sufficient

to make the schools free to all the children in the district of lawful

age, it was decided in favor of free schools by a vote exceeding two-
tliirds of the very large assemblage of legal voters present. In many
districts in the county the schools are now fi'ee ; and I beheve the

prevailing sentiment of the people if put to the test would favor any
judicious law making education free to all, not only in this county,

but throughout the State. The good result following the action had
at the meeting in Somerville was an increase in the attendance upon
the pubUc school in that district of over one hundred scholars, and
while giving due weight to the fact that the school was under better

discipline than before and under the charge of a more popular and
competent principal, yet I am assured upon unquestionable authority

that the change I have alluded to was mainly attributable to the vote
had in favor of /ree schools.

By the returns made by the district clerks as to the amount re-

quired to make all the schools in the county free for ten months during
the year, it appears that it would require less than twelve thousand
dollars to bring about so desirable a result in this county. It does
not become me to say how this amount should be raised

;
yet I believe

any legislative action requiring every township to raise by taxation

four dollars per scholar would be generally approved ; and wherever
this amount fails to make the schools free, let the State by an in-

creased appropriation decide the question. For New Jersey, with
her boundless resources, and the prospect of a large increase for the

future, would do well to double the annual appropriation of forty-

five cents per scholar she now gives in a cause so worthy of her best

and most liberal efforts.
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SUSSEX COUNTY.

N. Pettit, Supekintendent.

In presenting the annual report of Sussex county, the superinten-

dent is happy to be able to designate some evidences of improvement
in the great cause of education. There are some differences of opinion

among our people in their appreciation of the present school system.

It finds most favor in the more educated part of the county, but in

those few portions vrhich are less advanced there is some opposition.

As the latter, however, contribute but a small fi-action toward the

aggregate of public sentiment, I think I may say that the people of

the county regard it as best adapted to their educational wants.

TearJicrs.-^The examination to which our teachers have been sub-

jected has excited a diligence on the part of applicants. It has dis-

couraged incompetent persons from attempting those duties for which
they have neither qualification nor aptitude. As an evidence of this,

I wiU state that at our first examination six applicants were rejected,

at our second four, and at the last two examinations only one each.

The old idea that a person can teach school who cannot do anything

else is now obsolete. It is dead. Let us hope it may never see a
resurrection.

School-Jiouses.—Convenient and comfortable houses are such impor-

tant auxiliaries to education, that I have given the subject a promi-
nent place in my labors. We have about twenty-five houses (one-

fourth the whole number) in the county which are in good repair,

and convenient in their appointments. The rest are of all grades,

fi'om middling down to absolutely worthless. At each meeting of

the several township boards of trustees this matter has been pressed
upon their consideration, and, I am gTatified to say, with encourag-
ing results.

Money is the gauge and measure of interest in education as well

as in other tilings. Last year we expen^ied only $4,040 in building

and repairing. This year we expend $36,852 53, more than nine
times the expenditure of last year. The good work is moving on
triumphantly. Must not the improvements now in progress induce
others ? Surely so. In two or three years more no intelhgent Jer-

seyman need blush with shame in passing the school-houses of Sus-
sex county.
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Uniform Series of Books.—One of the gravest Hindrances to the

cause, as well as a prolific source of expense to parents, has been the

diversity of school books used. Different teachers had introduced

favorite books till not only were no two schools alike, but no one
school was hke itseK. Four kinds of arithmetic ! Three different

grammars ! What could result but waste of time for the teacher and
Babel-like confusion for the scholar ? " We have changed all that."

Some of the best teachers of the county assisted me in making out

a list of the best books in use. We brought the matter for discus-

sion before several township boards of trustees, and succeeded by
general concurrence in determining upon a uniform series. It must
result in economy to parents, efficiency to teachers, and improvement
in scholars.

School Districts.—Of districts I must report as before : the time

has not come for renumbering, as instructed by the State Board.
We are still changing. The general drift is, where it can be done
conveniently, to abolish weak districts and merge them into surround-

ing stronger ones.

Teachers' Institutes.—We have had none of these, as yet, under the

new law. But I think the time has come. The examination of

teachers assures us that they know ivhat to teach ; the next step is to

be assured that they know hoio to teacli. When institutes shall have
become a permanent feature of our system, when teachers shall have
learned fi-om our most successful educators by exemplification the

best system of teaching and government, we shall then be tlioroughly

equipped for the great work before us.
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UNION COUNTY.

A. F. Campbell, Superintendent.

It gives me pleasure to report the schools of Union county in a
more prosperous condition than when I had the honor of submitting

my last annuel report. But while considerable progress has been
made, much more progress will be made during the next year.

Perhaps the greatest hindrance to any approximation to perfec-

tion in our statistical report, is the fact that the trustees in our rural

districts do not become fully acquainted with all the provisions of

the school law. To make them more thoroughly acquainted with it

and to secure an annual report that shall be perfect next year, I have
employed the services of a man to visit each school district and ex-

plain to the clerk just what he is to do.

In addition to this, at my school visitations and at the meetings of

the township trustees, the law is discussed.

The interest that is being awakened upon the subject of education

in all parts of the county is an omen of good for the future. Salaries

of teachers have advanced at least twenty-five per cent, in the last

year, and still they are advancing. This fact alone is a guarantee of

improvement, for just in proportion as teachers are well paid for

their services will be the demand for good schools.

School-houses, too, are receiving considerable attention, and it has

given me special pleasure to note that many of tiie houses referred to

in my last report as altogether untenable, have either been consider-

ably improved or supplanted by new ones. Among the repaired ones

I notice with pleasure the house in district No. 3, Springfield.

Two new houses have been erected in the county besides the ele-

gant x^ublic school at Plainfield, which was erected at an expense of

about $25,000, one at Cranford, in Westfield township, and one in

Union township. A large and commodious house will also be erected

at Westfield soon.

I am now reorganizing the districts, and am trying wherever prac-

ticable to conform district to township, and especially county lines.

It would be exceedingly desirable to have all of any given district

within one township. Thus would one very fi'uitful source of error

in the district reports be dispensed with.

I am also seeking to strengthen the weaker districts so that the

schools may be kept open all the year. The demand for good male
teachers is much greater than the supply, and there is a growing •

willingness on the part of the people to pay larger salaries to secura?
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better talent, and make our district schools as good as private schools

and academies. This much desired result cannot be reached, how-
ever, without more money than we have at present.

Under our present system, only the schools in our largest towns
receive anything hke enough money from State and township to keep
the school open all the year and pay fair salaries, and the rate-bills,

which even here are necessary, are extremely burdensome and un-

popular in the rural districts.

A State tax would be xerj popular in our county. Xt a meeting

held in Plainfield, in which nearly every district in the county was
represented, it was unanimously resolved that a State tax was muck
needed, and the county superintendent was instructed to report the

resolution and spirit of the meeting to- the " State Bostrd of Educa-
tion."

The cities now, while abundantly able to maintain good schools

for themselves without the aid of any part of the State appropria-

tion, absorb the larger part of such appropriation, while the sparsely

settled districts are barely able to maintain a good school one quarter.

We earnestly desire some legislation which will make our schools

entirely free.
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TV'AEEEN COUNTY.

Jos. S. Smith, Supeeintendent.

The brief period whicli has elapsed since my appointment in May
last will be some apology, I trust, for any imperfections in this re-

port. One year's experience at least I consider necessary for a
superintendent, in order that he may comprehend " the situation"

and get fairly under way to work effectively.

As complete an account, therefore, of the progress and condition

of the public schools of this county wdll not now be expected at my
hands as ought to be forthcoming another year. Since my appoint-

ment I have devoted myself wholly to the work before me, and
labored to the best of my ability, in the manner pointed out, for the

improvement of the schools and the advancement of the cause of

education.

Eeyorts of District Clerks.—The most of these were sent in more
or less incomplete ; while a few are properly filled out, there is a de-

ficiency in the majority in regard to the statistics required. In a few
instances school registers had not been furnished to certain districts

last year, so that a complete report in such cases could not be ex-

pected. Many of the clerks seem to have misunderstood the term
" tuition fees," supposing it to refer to the pubhc school funds re-

ceived by the district. The fact that the school year and the fiscal

year do not end at the same time has also, no doubt, led to some
misconception and errors. All these causes combined make their

reports less perfect this year than they should be next, for in the

meantime I shall take pains to instruct them how to properly per-

form this important duty, and impress upon their minds the neces-

sity of full and accurate census reports.

Statistics.—The following is a brief summary of the statistics for

this comity

:

Number of towns and townships, 18
Number of children between the ages of five and eighteen 10,059

Amount received from State, S'4,288 60
.

" township tax, 31,750 00
" district tax, 11,548 33

.

" tuition fees, 1,552 67

Total amount expended, 849,139 60
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The actual amount from tuition fees is no doubt considerably
larger than that reported.

Seven towns raised $-1 per scholar ; one, $3^ ; five, $3 ; and five, $2.

But two towns last year raised $4.

The surplus revenue, the interest of which had previously been
applied to the schools, was used by the freeholders of the county
during the war for military purposes. Justice to the children of the

county requires that it should be restored to the school fund.

ToihnsMp Boards of Education.—During May and June I met the
trustees of the several townships. Not having the names and ad-
dresses of the clerks, I was unable to communicate the notice of the

meetings directly to them. The attendance therefore was not as fuU
as desired, or as full as we hope to see at the next meeting. At these

conferences I was everywhere received cordially. Questions relative

to the boundaries of districts, the meaning of the school law, and the
practical workings of the same, together with other matters, came up
for consideration and action. These meetings, if properly conducted,
I am satisfied, will make our school officers more capable and
zealous, and result hi the better management of the schools under
their control.

School-houses.—The majority may be regarded as comfortable, but
not more than one-fifth of the whole number, say twen'tj^ are what
may be styled really good, being conveniently arranged, having
proper surroundings and modern.improvements. There are some of

these that are models of architectural beauty, and reflect gTeat credit

upon the communities in which they are situated. The building at

Washington is an example. It was erected a year or two ago at a
cost of nearly $20,000. It is undoubtedly the best in the county, and
exhibits the " Excelsior " spirit of that enterprising town. Outside
of the boroughs the houses at Roxbury, Still Valley and Townsbury
stand next.

There is no good reason why structures as excellent as these

should not be general throughout the county. The people in the
rural districts possess wealth, and are surrounded by neat and com-
modious farm buildings, while the school-house, in many cases, is

the only tumble-down establishment in the neighborhood.
But one new house is now actually in process of erection, although

others have been ordered to be built at Hope, Oxford Furnace, Port
Golden and Rockport, where they certainly are greatly needed.
Some other districts have made attempts to secure new houses, but
failed, because unable to muster the requisite two-thirds vote. A
majority vote, instead of two-thirds, would soon* result in a great
change in the character and condition of the school-houses of the
'county.

I have thought it jDroper to dilate to some length upon this subject,

because it is a vital one to our schools. No respectable teacher will
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enter a miserable crib, to abridge his comfort and endanger his

health, and in which he would even be ashamed to be seen. Poor
teachers and poor school accommodations generally go together.

County Board of Examiners.—J. D. Woodward, of Belvidere ; H.
C. Putnam, of AVashington ; and H. H. Einchart, of Bloomsbury

;

experienced teachers, of recognized ability, were selected to assist

me in the examination of teachers. So far forty-three certificates

have been issued, three being first grade, five second grade, and
thirty-five third gi*ade.

I take pleasure in saying that I have been ably assisted by the

gentlemen of the board.

Teaclicrs.—There are but a very few, I apprehend, that are teaching

without license. Collectors have been irarned of the consequences

of paying out money to those not havin^ertificates ; and it will not

be long, 1 think, before competent licenlR teachers will be found in

all our schools. The system of graded certificates is stimulating

those of moderate qualifications to seek higher attainments, and to

devote their leisure hours to self-improvement. The importance of

properly keeping the school register has been particularly impressed

upon the teachers of the county.

Most of our teachers succeed well in the school-room, and render

services more than commensurate with the services received. Some,
however, fail to exert the discipline required. They seem not to

have studied school-government as a science. Instead of punishing

for oflenses, there is constant admonishing. " John, sit still there ;"

" Mary, study your lesson," are common and fi-equent expressions.

The consequence is obvious. John and Mary ma}^ do as commanded
for a moment, but are soon out of order and need a fresh reprimand.

Another fault is that our teachers confine themselves too closely

to the text-book. Nothing outside of the dry details of the printed

lesson is brought forward to interest the class, and hy some apt illus-

tration to fix it firmly in the mind.
In my official visits efforts have been made to show our teachers

how they can render their instructions more pleasing and profitable

to their pupils by depending less upon the book and introducing

more of object teaching. In a short time a great improvement in

this du'ection is expected.

Districts.—There are one hundred . and forty-one districts in the

county. Some were consolidated, and a few more need to be. In
sparsely settled portions there seems to be a necessity for the exist-

ence of districts, even though they be feeble, for otherwise the great

distance would make it impossible for many children to attend school

at all.

This applies particularly to certain districts in Pahaquany and
Hardwick. The fact that some individuals were not long ago taxed
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to bnilcl scliool-lion^ses wliom the proper arranging of boundaries
would place in other districts, where they may be subject to another

tax for the same purpose, makes it a perplexing duty to " recon-

struct " them. If school-houses Avere built at the expense of the

township the burden of taxation would be equalized, and this diffi-

culty would vanish.

Text-books.—In accordance with the provisions of the school law,

a list of text-books was early recommended by me for adoption in the

public schools of the county. At the same time J. B. Woodward,
Esq., was created by the publishers an agent for then' introduction,

and is now actively canvassing the countj' for that purpose.

The j)eople universally, I believe, recognize the necessity of a
uniformity of school books.

tMt
Free Schools.—I think IJHi I cannot be mistaken in saying that

there is a general desire tlmt a State school fund should be created
by legislative enactment to take the place of the township tax, and
be sufficient in most cases to make the schools* free and keep them
open ten months in the year.

Except in the towns and villages the am-ount now received by a
district is not more than half enough for that purpose.

The consequence is that when this small sum is exhausted the
school stops, a few only raising tuition fees from the employers.

The complete success of our school system requires, in my humble
opinion, a liberal State fimd. Contests at the annual town meetings
over the question of raising school money would then be avoided,

and the inequality in the sums raised by adjoining townships, of

which a district may be composed, would also be obviated. Money
is not only the sinews of war, but the sinews of education. Give me
the money and I will make you the school. Under the present sys-

tem, our weak districts must languish for want of sufficient pecuniary
support.

Tlie ScJwol Lmv.—With regard to the law itself, I am happy to be
able to report that, as it is becoming better understood, it is gradually

winning its way to public favor in this county.

Some little opposition appeared at first from those who supposed
it conferred too much power upon the county superintendent, and
would revolutionize everything under the old system.

Better opinions have now, however, taken possession of . their

minds, since under the workings of the new law thej^ see that districts

receive more money, are getting better houses, and employing more
successful teachers, and, as a consequence, the schools generally are

more flourishing. There is a general desire that the law should have
a fair trial—say of five years—to see what it will accomplish. With
the exception of the clause prohibiting corporal punishment, the

public, I am satisfied, would regard its repeal or material alteration

as unwise and unfortunate for the best interests of our schools.
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BERGEN CITY.

L. A. Brigham, City Superintendent.

The regular annual report of the public schools of Bergen was
made and placed in the hands of Mr. Dickinson, county superinten-

dent, in August last.

Our public schools have never been so efficiently conducted, or so
largely attended as they are at the present time.

The yearly census shows an attendance of nearly two thousand
out of a total of over twenty-eight hundred schoolable children.

Three large buildings, owned by the city, with two additional,

hired for school purposes, are well filled throughout the year ; the
primary departments are crowded to overflowing.

A new building is now in course of erection in the fourth ward of

the city, to be occupied next spring.

Of our corps of teachers, nineteen iu number, our principals and
first assistants are thoroughly educated, experienced and successful

in their profession, and are all earnest and faithful in thek labors. '

A normal school, holding weekly sessions throughout the year, is

attended by all the teachers.

Oui" advanced classes, in all the schools, suffer from our vicinity to

New York. The older scholars almost invariably leave the school
before reaching the age of eighteen, to seek employment.
Our primary departments, on the contrary, are thronged by little

ones, whose parents, in many cases, seem to hold public schools in

high esteem as a nursery.

If the State law should fix the minimum age of attendance at

seven, instead of five years, the schools would be relieved of a rest-

less element, teachers of duties they were never instructed nor en-
gaged to perfoi-m, and best of all, little childi-en, for two years longer,

could enjoy their freedom, sport in the open air, and escape impris-
onment and labor, to them burdensome and distasteful, because un-
natiiral at the early age of five years.

The school buildings are handsomely fitted up with modern school
furniture, with globes and maps.
Advanced classes have been formed in mathematics, history and

natm-al philosophy.
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An eyening school was organized last -winter, and the advantages
afforded were gratefull}^ emljraced bj a number of jonng men en-
gaged in business through the day.

The school will be reopened the coming winter.

The people of this city heartily second all efforts of their board of

education to afford the gi-eatest facilities for the instruction of the
children, by procuring accomplished teachers, and providing well
furnished, cheerful school rooms, and the best text-books.

Object teaching, black-board exercise, and oral instruction are the
means employed to benefit the large number of small children whom
it would be impossible to reach by the old methods.
Books are resorted to more to confirm impressions previously

made, to enforce lessons orally taught, than as the original sources
of information. Skillful teachers seek more to induce mental action
on the part of pupils, upon subjects presented, than to cultivate the
memory merety without reflection.

Public sentiment here justifies our teachers in resorting to coi^po-

ral punishment as a means of discipline in extreme cases.
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ELIZABETH CITY.

J. Young, City Superintendent.

In compliance wirli your request, I send you tlie follovdng brief

report in regard to the public schools in Elizabeth.

Within the last few years much has been done to promote the

cause of public education in this city, and the work of improvement
is still going on. The board of school commissioners, composed of

men of intelhgence aiid public spirit, are zealously endeavoring to

elevate the character of the schools under their supervision, and to

make them compare favorablj^ with the best private or fi'ee schools

in the State. To this end the board are gradually weeding out of

their schools such teachers as are inefficient or incompetent, and
replacing them with those having more energy and a greater degree

of mental culture. Again, the board are far more thorough and
severe in conducting the examination of those who desire to teach

in our common schools. The applicants faihng to come up to the

standard estaljlished b}' the board are rejected. The school commis-
sioners feel disposed to remunerate their teachers in a liberal man-
ner for their services. Though the compensation now given is not

what it ought to be, yet it is a very considerable advance on what
was formerly received. Twice, in three years, have the salaries of

the teachers been increased. As the schools become more efficient

and grow in pul^lic favor, (as they are rapidly doing,) the board will

have no difficulty in obtaining from the city council an appropriation

sufficiently large as will justify them in making an additional increase

to the present compensation. There are three schools under the

supervision of the board ; two for white, and one for colored chil-

dren. The latter has been closed for the winter in consequence of

the very small attendance. An evening school has been recently

opened for the benefit of the colored population in this city. This

school is in charge of Mr. Nathaniel Meeker, a young man of liberal

education, and having a warm s^-mpathy for the colored people in

this community.
School Ko. 1, at Elizabethport, is in charge of Mr. Holmes, as-

sisted by eleven female teachers. He fills his position Avith eminent
abilit}^ and to the perfect satisfaction of the board. His assistants,

with a fev/ exceptions, are well qualified for their work. This school

is under excellent discipline, and the pupils in the main are thor-

oughly instructed. It has an arerage attendance of nearly five hun-
dred.
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Scliool No. 2 has this year an unusually large number of pupils,

more than six hundred. The principal is Mr. Pease, who has had
control of the school for nearly two years. Under his judicious and
skillfu; management it has become very prosperous and popular.

Corporal punishment is occasionally used in schools, and is indis-

pensable to their proper government in the judgment of the princi-

pals and commissioners.

Such is the rapid growth of this city that the time is not far dis-

tant when the board will be compelled to provide increased facilities

for public education in the erection of another school building.

In concluding this report, it may be remarked that there is a grow-
ing interest in this community in the noble cause of free education,

and a praiseworthy effort on the part of the citizens to make their

public schools an honor to the city and to the State.
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JEESEY CITY.

Joseph McCoy, City Superintendent.

In maldng the annual report of the state of the schools iu this

city to you, I have not thought necessaiy that the principal facts as
represented in the statistical and financial report of the county su-
perintendent should be repeated here. With one exception we have
reason to be satisfied with the progress of our schools in this city.

That exception refers to the extent of our school accommodations
for younger pupils. Our primary departments are much crowded,
and this condition is not materially changed by the opening of a new
large school capable of accommodating 1,064 pupils, of whom 636
are in the primary department. We hope very soon to erect a large
building exclusively for primary scholars.

We have four schools for white children and one for colored chil-

dren. The number of colored children in the city is about 100. By
ordinance of the common council, the board of education is required
to make, on or before the first of April in each year, a report. The
following extracts therefrom make an appropriate part of this re-

port :

Attendance.—In regard* to the attendance of teacJicrs upon their

daily duties in their respective classes, we have no fault to find.

They are gcnerall}' conscientious, hard workers to the extent of their

ability". The fault of truancy and irregular attendance arising from
a variety of reasons among pupils, is a great and increasing evil.

Some of this is no doubt unavoidable. Many parents need the small
sums that their children can earn, and detain them from school to

work. But there is a large and increasing class that defy the re-

straints of both parents and schools, and those who compose it are
growing up to be the "roughs" and "rowdies" of ourcit}-, to be a
terror to all well-behaved citizens, and eventually to fill our jails and
prisons. In some cities there is a truant jjoUce, and through their

efforts, co-operating with both parents and teachers, very beneficial

results have been secured. It is a proper subject for consideration
whether the adoption of some such plan would not be desirable in our
own city. We are sure that to many parents it would be very wel-
come. Is it right to make the paj'ment of taxes for the support of

schools compulsory, and wrong to compel the attendance of those
who are to receive the benefit of eucli expenditure ? The policy of
compulsory attendance at school is now receiving much attention.

52
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The Progress of ihe Classes in ilieir Studies and the Genercd Appear-
ance of the Schools is Satisfactory.—While we feel that much more
may be done, and our schools must never stand still, yet so far as our
course of study extends the instruction is as faithful and thorough
as in other cities around us. The teaching is better done and the

standard higher than ever before.

Sessions and Becesses.—The morning session is from nine to twelve,

with a recess of fifteen minutes in the grammar departments and
thirty minutes in the primary departments. The afternoon session

is from one to three.

Evening Schools.—These schools have now been in operation two

[
winters, and their utility can no longer be a matter of doubt. Some

/ objection has been made to them because they seem to offer induce-
l ments to put children into work or trade too early, inasmuch as they

can still obtain some education in the evening schools. This objec-

tion can be obviated by limiting the age at which pupils can be ad-

mitted, while the good that is accomplished by the three or fom'

months of instruction in the evening to the laboring men and women
hungr}^ for education, but obliged to work during the day, is incal-

culable.

Perhaps in no other way can we so effectually reach that portion

of our population who attend these schools, and, by the education

we impart, prevent the formation or increase of what in other cities

are called the dangerous classes. Knowledge is safe, but ignorance

is very dangerous. There have been during the past winter two
schools for males and one for females. Each school is held in a sep-

arate building. The term commenced on the fourteenth of October,

and continued until the first of March. Th*e sessions were five even-

/ ings in each week, fiom seven to nine and a half P. M. Reading,

! spelling, writing and arithmetic were taught in all the classes. At
' the commencement of the term in both winters the attendance was
very large, but the diminution was pretty constant thenceforward to

^

the end. Twenty-three teachers were employed at first, but as the
' attendance diminished classes were consolidated and fewer teachers

emplo3^ed. Tb.e progress of those who attended regularly was very
satisfactory. They were of all ages, from twelve to forty-five. Some
adults who came to school hardly knowing their alphabet, could ^Tite

a pretty fair letter and cipher in the fundamental rules of arithmetic

at the end of the term. Statistics of attendance will be found on a

subsequent page.

Normal School.—This is a very valuable part of our system of pub-
lic schools. Out of sixty-three teachers employed in our schools,

fifty-five have received training in our normal school. We do not
think our schools could have been sustained without it. The pupils

of this school are themselves tea'chers, or those who desire to be
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teacliers, coming generally from the highest class in the pubHc
schools.

The sessions are held on Saturday of each week, fi'om nine to

twelve A. M. The classes are in charge of the male principals of tho
public schools.

The course of instruction embraces such studies as are taught in

the grammar departments of the public schools, the principles of

teaching as a science, the proper methods of imparting instruction

in the several branches of knowledge required to be taught in the
primary and grammar departments, and the principles and rules

requisite for the general discipline and management of classes and
schools.

When it is remembered that attendance upon the normal school
is at the cost of one-half of the Saturday hohday, at the close of a
week of severe labor, it is not strange if we find reluctance on the
part of some individuals in complying with the niles requiring their

attendance. This is the only fault of which we complain. The nor-
mal school is a necessity to the progress of our schools, but no
method has yet been devised which secures regular attendance of

all who ought to attend.

Evening Schools.

No. 1. Whole number admitted and taught. - - 445
" 2. " " " '

- - 448
" 3. " " "

(girls) - - 294

1,187

No. 1. Average attendance, ----- 137
" 2. " " - - - - 146
" 3. " "

(girls) - - - - 96

Day Schools.

379

No. 1. Whole number admitted and taught, - - 2,312
" 2. " " " - - 2,242
" 3. " " " - - 1,518

Colored school, " " - - 80

6,152

No. 1. Average attendance, ----- 849
" 2. " " . - . - 1,035
" 3. " " - - - - . - 576

Colored school, " - - - - 40

2,500
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No. 1. Number discharged, - - - - - 1,259
" 2. " " .... 1,197
" 3. " " 872

Colored school, " - . _ . 13

3,341
Number of pupils admitted to No. 4, it hai-ing been in

operation onlj one month at the date of this report, 655

The number of teachers now employed in the school is 63 ; of

these 69 are females. Some of them have been engaged in our
schools more than twenty years. Of 46 teachers with us at the be-
ginning of the year only two have left. Having thus reported fully

of aU matters definitely referred to in the ordinance, it remains for

us to touch upon such other subjects as are deemed of importance
to our schools.

Fii-st of all, we urge the building of more school-houses. Our pop-
ulation is increasing so fast that we are falling behind in the pro-

viding of school accommodations ; we are not so well provided now
in this respect as we were eight 3-ears ago. It is probable that at no
distant day all that part of the county lying east of the Hackensack
will be united in one city, in which veiy gTeat influence for good may
be exerted by that portion now called Jersey City, on account of its

gi'eat population. Let, then, the foundations of our system of edu-
cation be laid upon broad and generous principles. We are building

for the present and for the future.

Although vocal music has to some extent been taught in the
schools, yet the want of musical instruments has prevented the accom-
pHshment of any very thorough or desirable instruction. Two of

eleven departments have pianos purchased by the pupils, and given
to the public schools. In the other departments, whatever has been
accomplished has been wrought out with no aid from books or musical
instruments or professed teachers ofmusic. To expect anything ofvalue
in the science or practice of music to be learned under such circum-
stances is to expect bricks to be made without straw. What human
lungs can long endure to lead from 200 to 800 persons in learning to

sing without instruments or books ? And yet our schools need music.

Its power is aclaiowledged in the army to excite to deeds of noble
daring, in the church to arouse and stimulate to devotion, in the hour
of pleasure and rejoicing as a dehghtful mode of expressing and
heightening our joy, and in the season of grief to alleviate its pain
and remove its sting. AU classes of society, all moods of the mind,
yield to its beneficial influence. But upon the hearts of children we
see its most pleasing efl'ects. It refines and elevates, soothes or
arouses more effectually, because acting upon the more susceptible

and plastic hearts of youth. We recommend that the amount appro-
priated to school purposes for the coming year be sufficient to justify

the purchase of musical instruments at moderate expense for all the
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departments of our schools and the employment of a teacher of

music.

Tn conducting the annual examinations of our schools, we have
been forcibly reminded of the need of a proper place in whicli to hold
such examinations. The public are invited to attend in schools so

occupied with scholars that not more than twenty visitors can be
seated. Fifty or a hundred more crowd into the passages which are

needed for the scholars, and stand with great inconvenience to the

school and weariness to themselves. It is the right and duty of

parents to attend the examination, and it is right so to pro-\dde that

such attendance may be possible. It is proper to suggest that here-

after in the construction of schools this point be borne in remem-
brance.

We think it is a matter of much congratulation that in the heated
state of politics which often exists, our schools have never been in-

fluenced in the slightest degree by political considerations. We be-

lieve it is imdeniably true that the only inquiry whicli the board of

education has thought proper ever to make in the appointment of

teachers, has had reference solely to the moral and intellectual fitness

of the candidate. No question has ever been asked about the relig-

ious or political views of any teacher. The desire is earnest and
sincere, both in the board of education and the common council, that

the schools may be managed solely for the benefit of the children,

and not for the advantage of any party in politics or religion.

The time has come when something should be done toward the

establishment of a high school, or such a change and extension of

the course of studies in the right direction as will be equivalent to

the opening of such a school. Perhaps a supplementary class made
up fi'om the most advanced pupils in all the schools ^\dth an advanced
course of study would be sufiicient for our present need, if a conve-

nient place could be obtained in which to organize and carry it on.

It would have a healthy influence on the lower departments, elevate

the standard of scholarship among the teachers, and promote thor-

ougness generally in the schools. Moreover, it would satisfy a want
which becomes more pressing every day. Our present course of

studies, though judiciously arranged and satisfactory so far as it goes,

does not meet the desires of many parents -and jtupils, inasmuch as

it fails to include many of the higher studies which are useful and
even necessary. It would not be easy to find a city so large as Jersey
City in New England or New York unpro\ided with a high school.

Even Hudson, our little neighbor, with a population about one-third

as large as ours, has a very good high school.

The University of the city of New York, in the exercise of a gen-

erous, catholic spirit, has given to our city and other cities in our
county free scholarships in that institution. We have a similar priv-

ilege in Columbia College. Our county has the right to send four

pupils annually to the Agricultural College or Scientific School at

New Brunswick, fi"ee of all charge. Not one of the pupils of our
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public schools can avail himself of these privileges without recourse

to additional instruction to fit him to enter those institutions. Is it

not time, then, that a city of nearly fifty thousand inhabitants, the

largest save one in the State, should be able to give a little more in-

struction to those who hunger and thirst for it.
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NEWAEK.

George B. Seahs, City Supeeixtendent.

I lierewitli transmit to you mj statistical report of the public

schools of this city. In these yearly statements iu regard to the con-

dition of schools there must of necessity be much sameness, how-
ever much statistics may vary,

We believe year by year we are steadily progressing, but, like

great and permanent changes in nature, he who watches day by day
can hardly perceive any marked advance, and yet when the year

closes we find that we have gone forward.

Our teachers are doing good work. The last year they have held

monthly meetings on Saturdays from eight to twelve o'clock, for mu-
tual improvement, and these meetings have without an exception

given very great satisfaction. The time is counted as school time,

though not included in the ten and a half months reported as school

term ; the salary of any teacher who voluntarily absents himself is

deducted for the time.

"Why not require all the teachers of each county to meet at some
central school-house in said county or city, and spend one-half Satur-

day in each month in the capacity of an institute of mutual instruc-

tion ? Our plan would be to have the county superintendent take

the general direction, and appoint two or three teachers of each sex

at the first meeting to prepare exercises, addresses or lectures for the

next three months. In this we have secured very efficient aid fi'om

our female teachers in the way of class exercises and essays, and
they have apparently done it cheerfully. I regard these meetings as

more than an equivalent for our former county institutes, so far as

our city teachers are concerned.

Our teachers have recently adopted the practice of frequent writ-

ten examinations in their classes. A series of questions or examples
is prepared, each pupil in the same class having the same work to

do, and a record is preserved by the principal as a basis of promo-
tion or position in the class. Besides other advantages, we regard

this a great aid in composition ; bad spelling and incorrect expres-

sions are also criticised and corrected.

I do not think our pupils go over a great deal of ground up to

twelve years of age ; they " make haste slowly," that they may sub-

sequently progress rapidly. Our course will give pupils a good prep-

aration for college at sixteen or eighteen years of age.

D aring the last year the most prominent feature of our work has
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been in extending facilities for our primary s^chools. We shall, in

two or three months, have completed commodious rooms for four-

teen or fifteen additional primary teachers. A large and commo-
dious school building has just been completed for both grammar and
primary schools in the third ward. It was dedicated on the fourth

of September. The site and building completely furnished cost

about 853,000, and will accommodate nearly one thousand children.

Additions are now being erected to two other school-houses, which,

when finished, will accommodate between five hundred and six hun-
dred puj^ils, at a cost of oyer $20,000.

Besides, the board of education has awarded contracts for birild-

(ing two more houses as large as that in the third ward, and we hope
to have them completed during the present school year. In this

direction, it will be perceived, we are decidedly progi'essing, and yet

we are not keeping up with the increase in school population. Ac-
cording to the school census we have two thousand five hundred
more children between five and eighteen years than we had last

.year.

"We are not materially affected by the new school law, and yet the

moral influence of that eighty-first section is felt here. Our teachers

are using the rod very sparingly, some dispensing -udth it entirely,

though having it in reserve. I do not yet believe we are prepared

to Hve up to the letter of that law. If we had proper houses of cor-

rection for the incorrigible, and if the number of pupils to one teacher

might be limited to twenty-five or thirty, I should have no fears

;

until that good time comes we will use the rod only when we must.

I think the new law, considering the prejudices with which it had
to contend at the start, has gained greatly in favor with the people.

If judiciously administered during the present year, I think we may
regard it as permanent in its main features. In order to its legiti-

mate success, the compensation of county superintendents must be
increased. Those who are paid the best cannot do their work prop-

erly, and earn as much per year as the man who paves our streets or

digs our canals. His traveling expenses absorb his income. Those
who labor hardest to make children or men wiser and better must
wait for their full reward hereafter.
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NEW BKUNSWICK.

Heney B. Pierce, City Superintendent.

In accordance witli j'our request I present the following report,

showing

:

1st. The sentiment of the people of New Brunswick in regard to

Free Puhlic ScJwols.

2d. The interest manifested in regard to education.

3d. The efficiency of the teachers employed in the public schools

of the city.

4tli. School accommodations.
5th. The general information in regard to the public schools of the

city.

1st. The sentiment, cCr.—I presume there are persons in the city

who are opposed to thefree education of all, yet the number must be
very few, for during the three years that I have been connected with

the schools, I have not met a person who has expressed himself as

opposed to the free school system. The public schools of the city

were made fi'ee by an Act of the Legislature, passed March 14th,

1851, and though there was some covert opposition at that time, yet

it has steadily diminished, until to-day there is no opposition. I be-

lieve I can safely say that the sentiment of the people of New Bruns-
wick is universal in favor oifree schools.

2d. Interest manifested, d'c.—On this topic I cannot write as I wish.

I believe the good people of this city have great interest in the proper
education of their children, but unfortunately too many of them fail

to show it. A strong effort has been made by the teachers of the

schools to awaken an interest among the citizens during the past

year, and this effort has met with considerable encouragement. The
schools have been more generally visited, and there seems to be a
strong desire on the part of many parents to understand what their

children are doing in the schools. A knowledge of what is being
done will impart a knowledge of what should be done, and I cannot
help feeling that every visit to the schools will produce beneficial

results.

3d. Efficiency of teachers.—There are twenty-nine teachers con-

nected with the public schools of the city, and I do not think a more
earnest, self-sacrificing corps of teachers can be foimd in the State
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than we have here. A teachers' meeting, attended by the graduates

of the school who desire to teach and the teachers of the school, is

held every Wednesday afternoon. At this meeting the principal

gives lectures on the theory and practice of teaching, showing espe-

cially how the different subjects embraced in the course of study

should be taught. These meetings have a most excellent effect on

the schools. Teachers learn to practice a imiform mode of discipline

and instniction, which is felt in every department of the school.

From among the graduates we are enabled to furnish our schools

wdth home-made teachers, thoroughly conversant mth all the branches

they are required to teack.

4th. School accommodations.—The city possesses school accommo-
dations for about thirteen hundi-ed children, consisting of one three-

story brick building in Bayard street, that will properly seat eight

hundred pupils ; one brick building in the first ward, that will seat

four hundred and thirtj'-two pupils, and a frame building that accom-
modates sixty pupils. A rented room is used for the colored school,

which averages about thirty pupils. Our present roll shows an aver-

age of fourteen hundred and fifty pupils in attendance upon the

schools, or one himdred and fifty more than we have proper accom-
modations for. To cany out our present school system properly and
thoroughly, a new building is ver}' much needed for our High School
Department. When this is provided, as provided it must be event-

ually, the public schools of New Biimswick may be made equal to

the best schools in New England.

5th. Genend information, rf-c.—The State school law affects us only

in regard to the amoimt ot public mone}' that we may obtain. We
are a school community by ourselves. The schools are thoroughly
organized and graded. A course of study is prescribed which re-

quires eleven years for its completion. Pupils that complete the
" Course " receive a diploma, signed by the President of the Board
of Education, the Principal of the schools, and the Assistants in the

High School Department. Pupils that wish to become teachers pur-

sue an additional course in the theory and practice of teaching.

In order to show the entii'e work that is required of a pupil to

become a gi-aduate of the schools, I subjoin the following pro-

gramme, showmg the course of btudy and the time required for its

completion.



COnfiSE OF STUDY OF TAB NEW BRUSSWICK PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

P R I SI A E Y DEPARTMENT.

First Term, IG Weeks.
Reading from Charts.
Count to 100.

Roman Table.

Printing Letters.

FIEST TEAK—CLASS D.

Second Term, IG Weeks.
Reading Charts and Primer.
Writing Numbers to 100.

Object Lessons.
Printing Words.

Ihird Term, 10 Weeks.
Read. Spell, from Primer.
Writing numbers to 1,000.

Object Lessons.
Printing Sentences.

SECOND YEAE—CLASS C.

First Reader.
Spelling.

Notation and Numeration.
Lessons on Color.

First Reader.
Spelling.

Not. and Num. to 1,000,000.

Object Lessons.

First Reader.
Spelling.

Addition.
Object Lessons.

THIRD YEAE—CLASS B.

Union Second Reader.
Primary Speller.

Addition.

Lessons on Form.

Union Second Reader.
Primary Speller.

Subtraction.

Object Lessons.

Union Second Reader.
Primary Speller.

Addition and Subtraction.

Mental Arith. to page 26.

First Term, 16 Weeks.
National Second Reader.
Primaiy Speller.

Addition and Subtraction.
Mental Ai-ith. to page 52.

Geography—orally.

Writing Books—No. 1.

FOUETH TEAR—CLASS A.

Second Term, 16 Weeks.
National Second Reader.
Primary SiDellex".

Multiplication.

Mental Arith. to page 82.

Geograjshy—orally.

Writing Books—No. 2.

Pupils are regularly promoted from this Department
at the close of the year.

Third Term, 10 Weeks.
National Second Reader.
Primary Speller.

Division.

Mental Arith. reviewed.
Geography—orally.

Writing Books—No. 2.

to the Grammar Department

GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT
FIEST TEAE—CLASS D,

Union Third Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 30.

Elementarj' Arith. to p. 55.

Geography, Eastern States.

Union Third Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 48.

Elementary Arith. to p. 86
Geog. Mid. South. States.

Union Third Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. reviewed.
Element'y Arith. reviewed.
Geog. Wes. States »fc review
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SECOND TEAR—CLASS C.

National Third Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 70.

Elementary Arith. to j). 116.

Geog. Mexico, S. America.

National Third Eeader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 90.

Elementary Ai-ith. to p. 138
Geog. Europe and Asia.

National Third Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. reviewed.
Elementary Arith. compl'd.
Geog. Africa, Oceanica.

THIED YEAH—CLASS B.

Union Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 106.

Written Arith. to page 89.

Grammar.

Union Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. to page 120.

Written Arith. to page 131.

Grammar.

Union Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Mental Arith. reviewed.

Written Arith. reviewed.
Grammar.

National Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Written Arith. t© page 172.

Greene's Grammar.
Physical Geography.

FOXJETH YEAE—CLASS A.

National Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Written Arith. to page 199.

Greene's Grammar.
Physical Geography.

National Fourth Reader.
Spelling.

Written Arith. to page 215.

Greene's Grammar.
Physical Geog. completed.

Extras.—Wiiting, first year, copy books No. 3 ; second year, No. 4 ; third year. No.
5 ; fourth year, No. 6.

Declamations and Compositions, once in three weeks during third and foiirth years.
Pupils are regularly promoted from this Department to the High School Depart-

ment at the close of the year.

HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
FIEST YEAE—CLASS C.

First Term, 16 Weeks.
Fifth Eeader.
Spelling.

Greene's Grammar.
Practical Arith. to page 265.
Mental Arith. reviewed.
Penmanship.

Second Term, 16 Weeks.
Fifth Reader.
Spelling.

Greene's Grammar.
Practical Arith. to p. 302.

History of U. S.

Penmanship.

Third Term, 10 Weeks.
Fifth Reader.
Spelling.

Greene's Grammar, comp'd
Practical Arith. comj^leted.
History of U. S. completed
Penmanship.

SECOKD YEAE—CLASS B.

Algebra.
Geometry.
Physiology.
Book-Keeping.

Algebra.
Geometry, completed.
Physiology, completed.
Rhetoric.

Algebra, completed.
Trigonometry.
Constitution of U. S.

Rhetoric, completed.

THIED YEAE—CLASS A.

Chemistry.
Natural Philosophy.
Latin.

American Literature.

Chemistry, completed.
Nat. PhilosoiDhy, comp'd.
Latin.

Universal History.

Astronomy.
Botany.
Latin.

Universal History.
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Extras.—Drawing, one lesson per week, during second and tbird years.
Compositions and Declamations, one in three weeks during the course.
Singing, one lesson jaer week during the course.

Wliile tlie above " Course" was especially prepared for the scliools

of this city, it will, with slight modifications, answer for any well-
graded school in the larger towns of the State.
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THE SCHOOL LAW.

An act to establisli a system of Public Iiistructiou.

AKTICLE I.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Sec. 1. State Board of Education, how I Sec. 3. Compensatiou.
•composed. Sec. 4. Auuual report.

Sec. 2. Powers aud duties.
|

1. Be it ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the

State of New Jersey, That the general supervision and control of

public instruction in the State of New Jersey shall be vested in a
State Board of Education, which board shall consist of the Trustees
of the School fund, the Trustees of the State Normal School, ap-
pointed as hereafter provided, together with the treasurer thereof.

2. And be it enacted, That the State Board of Education shall

liave power, and it shall be their duty

:

I. To frame and modify at pleasure such by-laws as may be
deemed expedient for their own government, not inconsistent with
the provisions of this act, aud to prescribe and cause to be enforced
all rules and regulations necessary for carrying into effect the school

laws of this State
;

II. To consider the necessities of the public schools, and recom-
mend to the Legislature from time to time such additions and
amendments to the laws as are deemed necessary for perfecting the
school system of the State

;

III. To appoint the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

;

IV. To appoint th^ County Superintendents of the several coun-
ties of the State, subject to the approval of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the several counties at their first meeting after the
appointments by the State board, but in all cases where no action is

taken by any Board of Chosen Freeholders approving or disapprov-
ing, then the aopointments made by the State board shall be valid

without such approval

;

V. To prescribe all rules and regulations for holding teacher's
institutes

;

VI. To order all necessary repairs to the grounds, buildings and
fui'mture of the State Normal School, aud to keep said buildings and

53
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furniture insured, and the comptroller shall di'aw waiTants for the
payment of the same upon the certificate of the president of said
board

;

VII To authorize the payment by the State Treasurer, upon the
warrant of the State Comptroller, of all the necessary incidental ex-

penses incurred by the State Superintendent in the performance of
his official duties

;

VIII. To decide all appeals from the decisions of the State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction,

3. And be it enacted, That the members of the board shall receive

no compensation for their services, but the State Treasurer shall pay
the necessary expenses of the said members upon the warrant of the
State Comptroller.

4. And be it enacted, That the board shall report annually to the
Legislatui-e in regard to aU matters committed to their care.

ARTICLE 11.

STATE SUPEEINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

Sec. 5. State Superintendent, how
elected, term of office, and salary

;
pro-

viso.

Sec. 6. Location of office.

Sec. 7. To carry out the instnictions

of the Board.
Sec. 8. Officer ex-officio.

Sec. 9. Supervdnion of schools.

Sec. 10. Superintendent to apportion
State school moneys to the counties.

Sec. 11. When and how school moneys
are to be withheld ; schools to be kept
open live months.

Sec. 12. Superintendent to furnish
school officers with iustractions, blanks
and fonns.

Sec. 13. To decide disputes.

Sec. 14. To collect books and appa-
ratus.

Sec. 15. To file and preserve school
documents.

Sec. 16. To provide a seal for his of-

fice.

Sec. 17. To make an annual report.

Sec. 18. To deliver the property in his
office to his successor.

5. And be it enacted. That the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction shall be elected by the State Board of Education by bal-

lot, and shall hold ofiice during the pleasure of the board, not to ex-

ceed the term of three years, receiving annually a salaiy of two
thousand dollais

;
provided, that nothing herein contained shall pre-

vent his re-election.
*

6. And be it enacted. That he shall be required to have his office

in the State House in Trenton.

7. And be it enacted, That it shall be his duty to cany out the in-

structions of the board, and to enforce all rules and regulations pre-

scribed by them.
8. And be it enacted. That he shall be ex-officio secretary of the

Board of Education, president of the State Association of School
Superintendents, and a member of the State Board of Examiners,
and of all county and city boards of examiners.

9. And be it enacted. That he shall have the supervision of all the



SCHOOL LAW. 835

schools of the State receiving any part of the State appropiiation,

and shall be the general adviser and assistant of the County Super-
intendents ; he shall, from time to time, as he shall deem for the in-

terest of the schools, address circular letters to said Superintendents,

giving advice as to the best manner of conducting schools, construct-

ing school-houses, furnishing the same, and procuring competent
teachers.

10. And be it enacted. That the State Superintendent, under the

direction- of Trustees of the School Fund, shall apportion to the

several counties the State school moneys to which each may be en-

titled, which apportionment shall be made in the ratio of the number
of children between the ages of five and eighteen in the said coun-
ties, as ascertain(xl hj the last annual report of the '^tate Superin-
tendent ; he shall furnish to the State Comptroller, and to the County
Superintendent, and the County Collector of each county, an abstract

of such apportionment, and shall draw his order on the State Comp-
troller for the amount to which each county is entitled in favor of the

County Collector of said county.

11. And be it enacted, That he shall have power, and it shall be
his duty to direct and cause the County Superintendent of any county,

or any Board of Trustees or other school officers, to withhold from
any officer or district, or teacher, that part of the State appropriation

derived from the revenue of the State until such officer, district or
teacher shall have complied Mith the provisions of this act and its

supplements, relating to his, its or their duties, and with all the rules

and regulations made in pursuance thereof by the State Board of

Education ; he shall forbid the payment of said part of the State ap-
propriation to any district in which the school or schools have not
been kept according to law, or in which a public school has not been
kept for at least five months during the year next preceding the de-

mand for payment.
12. And be it enacted, That he shall prepare and cause to be

printed suitable forms for making all reports and conducting all ne-
cessary proceedings under the school laws of this State ; shall trans-

mit them to the local school officers and teachers ; he shall cause all

school laws to be printed in pamphlet form, and shall annex thereto

the forms for making reports and conducting school business.

13. And be it enacted. That he shall decide, subject to appeal to

the State Board of Education, and without cost to the parties, all

controversies or disputes that may arise under the school laws of the
State, or under the lules and regulations prescribed by the State
Board of Education, the facts of which controversies or disputes shall

be made known to him by written statements by the parties thereto,

verified by oath or aflirmation if required, and accompanied by cer-

tified copies of all documents necessary to a full understanding of

the question in dispute ; and his decision shall be binding until a dif-

ferent decision shall be given by the State Board of Education.
14. And be it enacted, That he shall preserve in his office such
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school books, apparatus, maps, charts, works on education, plans for

school buildings, and other articles of interest to school officers or

teachers as may be procured without expense to the State.

15. And be it enacted. That he shall file all school reports of this

State and of other States which may be sent to his office, and shall

keep a record of all the acts connected with his official duties, and
preserve copies of all the decisions given by him.

16. And be it enacted, That he shall provide a seal with suitable

deface for use in his office, by which all his official acts and decisions

may be authenticated.

17. And be it enacted. That he shall report to the State Board of

Education, at its annual meeting in December of each year, a state-

ment of the condition of the public schools, and of all the educa-
tional institutions receivmg support from the State, which report shall

contain full statistical tables of all items connected with the cause of

education that may be of interest to the school officers or people of

the State, together with such plans and suggestions for the improve-
ment of the schools and the advancement of pubHc instruction in the

State as he shall deem expedient.

18. And be it enacted, That he shall, at the expiration of his term
of office, deliver to his successor his official seal, together with all

property, books, documents, maps, records, reports and other papers
belonging to his office, or Avhich may have been received by him for

the use of his office.

ARTICLE III

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

Sec. 19. County Superiutendeut, how I districts, to provide for graded schools.

appointed, term of office
;
proviso.

Sec. 20. Salary of County Superintend-
ent

;
proviso

;
proviso.

Sec. 21. School moneys, how appor-
tioned to townships and cities.

Sec. 22. How a^jportioned to school
districts.

Sec. 23. County Superintendent to

issue orders for school moneys.
Sec. 2-1. To license teachers, to school

Sec. 25. To appoint trustees to till va-
cancies

;
proviso.

Sec. 26. To v^dthhold school monej^s.
Sec. 27. To appoint students for Agri-

cultural College.

Sec. 28. To give advice.

Sec. 29. State Association of School
Superintendent.

Sec. 30. To make annual report.

19. And be it enacted, That the State Board of Education shall

appoint for each county one person, as provided in the fourth pro-

vision of section two, of suitable attainments, as the County Super-
intendent of pubhc schools for that county, who shall hold office

during the pleasure of the Board, not to exceed the term of three

years
;
provided, that nothing herein contained shall prevent his re-

appointment.
20. And be it enacted, That the yearly salary of the County Su-
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perintendent shall bo at the rate of ten cents for each child in the

C3iinty between the ages of five and eighteen, as ascertained in the
last annual report of the State Superintendent, which salary shall be
piid by the county collector, on the warrant of the State Superin-
tendent

;
provided, that the salary shall in no case be less than five

hundred dollars, nor more than twelve hundred dollars ; and provided,

that in case any cit}^ shall have a City Suj^erintendent of schools, who
is not also the County Superintendent, the children belonging to such
city shall not be counted in determining the salary of the County
Superintendent ; and the supervision of the schools of said city, which
would otherwise belong to the County Superintendent, shall devolve
upon the City Superintendent,

21. And be it enacted, That the County Superintendent shall ap-

portion annually among the several townships of his county and to

the city or cities therein not included in said townships, under the

direction of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, the school moneys
belonging to said county, in the ratio of the number of children be-

tween the ages of five and eighteen, as ascertained by the last

jjreceding annual report of the State Superintendent of Public In-

stiTiction.

22. And be it enacted. That he shall further ajiportion among the

several school districts of each township the State appropriation to

which they are entitled, together with the township appropriation, in

the ratio of the number of children between the ages of five and
eighteen, as reported by the district clerk.

23. And be it enacted, That he shall issue orders on the county
collector in favor of each township collector, and of each city treas-

urer for that portion of the State appropriation to which said town-
ship or city is entitled ; and shall file with each towoiship collector

and the clerk of each school district in any township a copy of the

apportionment of the township school funds made by him for said

township within twenty days after making said apportionment,
24. And be it enacted. That he shall examine and license teachers,

fix the boundaries of school districts, divide and unite districts, form
new districts, provide for graded schools, and discharge other duties

of general supervision and superintendence over the public schools

of the county, in accordance with the regulations prescdbed from
time to time by the State Board of Education.

25. And be it enacted. That he shall have power and it shall be
his duty to appoint trustees for any district which for any cause fails

to elect at the regiilar time ; to appoint tnistees to fill vacancies ; to

appoint the first trustees for any new district
;
provided, however,

that when a new district is organized such of the trustees of the old

district as reside within the limits of the new one shall be trustees of

the new one, and the vacancy in the old district shall be filled by his

appointment.
26. And be it enacted. That he shall have power to withhold that

part of the State appropriation derived fi'om the revenue of the State



838 SCHOOL LAW.

from any district in which the inhabitants fail to provide a suitable

school building and outhouses, or in which the existing buildings

shall be pronounced by him and a majority of the trustees unfit for

use ; and for that purpose he may serve a notice on the township
collector to withhold the payment of the same from such district.

27. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the County
Superintendent, at such time and place as the State Superintendent
may appoint, to examine such candidates for State scholarships at

the A.gricultural College as may present themselves, and the candi-

dates shall be subjected to such examination as the faculty of the

said College and State Suijerintendent shall prescribe ; and the can-
didates who shall receive certificates of appointment to the Agricul-

tural College in any one county shall be those who obtain on such
examination the highest average for scholarship ; and the number
of certificates thus granted shall in no case exceed the number of

State scholarships to which such county is entitled.

28. And be it enacted, That in aU controversies arising under the
school law, the opinion and advice of the County Superintendent
shall first be sought, and fi'om him appeal may be made, if necessa-
ry, to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

29. And be it enacted, That the County and City Saperiutendents
shall together constitute an association, to be called " The State As-
sociation of School Superintendents," which association shall meet
at such times and places as the State Board of Education may ap-
point, and at such other times as they may agree upon.

30. And be it enacted, That each County Superintendent and each
City Superintendent, on or before the first of October of each year,

shall make an annual report to the State Superintendent in the man-
ner and form prescribed by him.

AETICLE IV.

SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

Sec. 31. Trustees, vvlien and how
elected.

Sec. 32. Term of office.

Sec. 33. Trustees, how elected in new
districts.

Sec. 34, District Clerk, when and how
elected.

Sec. 33. Duties of the District Clerk
;

report to the County Superintendent.
Sec. 36. District census of children,

how and when made.
Sec. 37. Schools, how sujpplied and

kept in rejiair.

Sec. 38. Name of school dietrict ; title

and powers of trustees.

Sec. 39. Duties of trustees ; to employ
teachers, etc. ; to enforce rules of state

board ; to erect school buildings, &c. ; to

rent school buildings, &c. ; to purchase
school proj^erty ; to prescribe the text-

books ; to call special district meetings
;

to make an annual report.

Sec. 40. Township Board of Trustees.

31. And be it enacted, That an annual meeting for the election of

school trustees shall be held in each district on the first Monday in

September of each year, at the district school house, if there be one,
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and if there be noue, at a placo to be designated b}- the district clerk,

wlio shall post notices thereof, specifying the da}-, time, object and
place of such meeting, in at least three public i)laces in the district,

one of which shall be at the school-house, if there be one, at least

five days previous to the time of meeting ; the voters shall be legal

voters of the district, and a ])lurality of votes shall elect ; and no per-

son shall be eligible to the office of trustee unless he is a resident in

the district.

32. And be it enacted, That in all districts in which elections have
been previously held, one trustee shall be elected for the term of

three 3'ears, and if there are vacancies to be filled, a sufficient num-
ber shall be elected to fill them for the unexpired terms.

33. And be it enacted, That in new districts acting under trustees

appointed by the County Superintendent, three trustees shall be
elected, for one, two and three years resjDectively ; the term of office

of any trustee which would otherwise expire in April of any year,

shall expire on tlie first Monday of September of the same year.

34. And be it enacted, That each Board of Trustees shall, within
ten days after the annual election, meet at the school-house, or at

some other convenient place, and proceed to elect one of their luim-

ber clerk of the board, who shall be known and referred to as " dis-

trict clerk ;" and on their failui'e to do so the county superintendent

shall apjioint said clerk.

35. And be it enacted, That he shall record in a suitable book all

proceedings of the Board, and of the annual school meetings, and
of special school meetings ; and pay out by orders on the township
collectors in the manner prescribed by law all school moneys of the
district, whether received from the State, township or district^ he
shall keep a correct and detailed account of all expenditures of school
moneys in his district, and report the same to the County Superin-

tendent, and also to the township committee ; at each annual school

meeting he shall present his record book and his accounts for public

inspection, and shall make a statement of the financial condition of

the district and of the action of the trustees.

36. And be it enacted, That he shall take annually in the month
of August, between the first and twentieth day of said month, an
exact census of all children residing in the district between the ages
of five and eighteen, not including the children who may be inmates
of poor-houses, asylums or almshouses, and shall specify the names
and ages of such children, and the names of their parents or guar-

dians
;

(all children who may be absent from home attending colleges,

boarding schools and private seminaries of learning shall be included
in the census list of the cit}-, town or districts in which their parents
or guardians reside, and not be taken b}' the district clerk of the city,

town or district where they may be attending such institutions of

learning) ; and that he shall make a full report thereof, verified by
him under oath or affirmation that the same is correct and true on
the blanks furnished for that purpose to the County Superintendent,
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on or before the first day of September next after his appoiutmenty
and keep a copy of the same for the use of the School Trustees, and
shall receive for his ser^dces such compensation as the Board of
Trastees may allow,

37. And be it enacted, That he shall keep the school buildings in

repair ; he shall provide the necessary fuel, and obtain for the schools

such supplies of crayons for black-boards for the use of the pupils

as are necessary in carrjdng out the course of study prescribed there-

in ; which repairs and supphes shall be paid for out of the moneys
raised by the district.

38. And be it enacted, That every school district shall be known
by the name and number assigned to it by the County Superinten-
dent, in accordance with the general regulations of the State Board
of Education, and the Trastees thereof shall be a body corporate, to

be called and known by the name of " The Trustees of School Dis-
trict No. — , in the county of ," and shall be capable of suing
and being sued in all courts and places whatever, and of purchasing,
holding and conveying real and personal property for the use and
benefit of the schools of such district, and may have a corjDorate

seal.

39. And be it enacted. That the Board of Trustees of any school
district shall have the power, and it shall be their duty :

I. To employ and dismiss teachers, janitors, mechanics and la-

borers, and to fix, alter, allow and order paid then- salaries and com-
pensations

;

II. To make and enforce rules and reinilations, not in conflict wdth
the general regulations of the State Board of Education, for the gov-
ernment of schools, pupils and teachers

;

III. To erect school buildings, and purchase, lease or sell school
lots, as they may be directed by a two-third vote of the district

;

IV. To rent, furnish and rei:)air school buildings, and keep the
same insured

;

V. To purchase personal property, and to receive, lease and hold
in fee in trast for their district any and all real or personal property,
for the benefit of the schools thereof

;

YI. To enforce the regulations prescribed by the State Board of

Education ; and in connection with the County Superintendent to

prescribe the course of study to be pursued, and a uniform series of

text-books to be used in the school or schools under their charge

;

VII. To suspend or expel pupils fi'om school

;

VIII. To provide books for indigent children
;

IX. To require aU pupils to be fiu'nished T\dth suitable books, as a
condition of membership in the school

;

X. To require every teacher to keep a State school register
;

XI. To call a special meeting of the legal voters of the district at

any time when, in the judgment of said Trastees, the interests of

the school may require it ; which meetmg shall be called in the man-
ner provided in section eighty of this act for calling the annual dis-
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trict meeting, and no business shall be transacted at said special

meeting excapt such as has been set forth in the notices by which

said meeiing was called
;

XIL To permit a school-house to be used for other than school

purposes, when a majority of the trustees present shall so agree, at

a meeting regularly called for that purpose
;

XHI. To make an annual report on or before the first of Septem-

ber to the County Superintendent, in the manner and form prescribed

by the State Superintendent of PuV)lic Instruction.

40. And bo it enacted, That the District Trustees of each township

shall together constitute an association, to be called " The Township
Board of Trustees ;" said Board shall meet at such times and places

as the County Superintendent may appoint, for the purpose of hear-

ing from him communications and suggestions in regard to the man-
agement of schools, and of submitting to him cpiestions for advice

or opinion relating to the same.

AKTICLE V.

TEACHERS.

Sec. 44. School month, holidays, &c.

Sec. 45. Pupils held accountable
;
pro-

viso.

Sec 4G. Dismissal of teachers.

Sec. 41. Teacher to keep a school reg-

ister.

Sec. 4'2. To present school register to

District Clerk
;
proviso.

Sec. 43. To hold a teacher's certificate.

41. And be it enacted. That every teacher of a public school shall

keep a school register in the manner provided therefor, and no salary

shall be paid to such teacher until said register is exhibited to the

district clerk or other officer authorized to make payment, and until

said officer finds by examination that the register has been properly

kept for the time for which salary is demanded, and enters upon the

register a certificate to that eftect.

42. And be it enacted. That every teacher who shall leave a school

before the close of the school year shall, at the time of leaving,

make to the County Superintendent a report of the school for all

that portion of the current school year that the school has been in

his or her charge, and shall at the same time give a duplicate of said

report, and surrender the school register to the district clerk ; and
any teacher who may be teaching any school at the close of the

schoolyearshall, iuhisor her annual report, include all the statistics

from the school register for the entire school year, notwithstanding

any previous report for a part of the year ; no school money shall

be paid to any teacher for the last month of his or her services until

the report herein required shall have been made and received and
Vie register exhibited

;
provided, that in graded schools in which there

are more teachers than one, the principal teacher alone shall be re-

sponsible for the school report and register.
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43. And be it enacted, That no teaclier sliall be entitled to any
salary unless sncli teaclier shall be the holder of a proper teacher's

certificate, in full force and effect.

44. And be it enacted. That in every contract, whether written or

verbal, between any teacher and board of trustees a school month
shall be construed and taken to be twenty school days, or four weeks
of five school days each ; and no teacher shall be required to teach
school on Christmas da}', the first day of Jauuarj^, the fourth day of

July, and such days of fasting or thauksgivdng as may be appointed by
the President of the United States or the Governor of this State

;

and no deduction fi'om the teacher's time or wages shall be made by
reason of the fact that a school day happens to be one of the days
referred to in this section ; any contract made in violation of this

section shall have no force or effect as against the teacher.

45. And be it enacted. That every teacher shall have power to hold
every pupil accountable in school for any disorderly conduct on the

way to or from school, or on the playgrounds of the school, or during
recess, and to suspend from school any pupil for good cause

;
pro-

vided, that such suspension shall be reported by the teacher to the

trustees as soon as practicable ; and if such action is not sustained

by them, the teacher may appeal to the County Superintendent, whose
decision shall be final.

46. And be it enacted. That in case of the dismissal of any teacher

before the expiration of any contract entered into between such teaclier

and trustees, the teaclier shall have the right of appeal to the County
Superintendent, and if the County Superintendent shall decide that

the removal was made without good cause, said teacher shall be en-

titled to compensation for the full time for which the contract was
made ; but it shall be optional with the trustees whether he or she
shall or shall not teach for the unexpired term.

AETICLE YI.

PUPILS.

Sec. 47. Pupils to submit to the uutliority of the teacher.

47. And be it enacted, That pupils of the public school shall com-
ply with the regulations established in pursuance of law for the gov-

ernment of such schools ; shall pursue the course of study, and use

the text-books prescribed by the trustees and County Superintendent,

and shall submit to the authority of the teachers ; continued and
willful disobedience, or open defiance of the authority of the teaclier,

the use of habitual profanity or obscene language, shall constitute

good cause for suspension or expulsion from school ; any pupil who
shall in any way cut, deface, or otherwise injure any school-house, fences
or outbuildings thereof, shall be liable to suspension and punishment

;
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and the pareuts of such pupil shall be liable for damages to the

amount of injury on complaint of the teacher, the amount to be de-

termined by the trustees and collected by the district clerk, by an
action in debt therefor in any court having jurisdiction, in his name
as district clerk, together with the costs of said action.

ARTICLE YII.

BOAllDS OF EXAMINERS.

Sec. 48. State Board of Ex imiueis, its 1 Sec. 50. Citj- Boai-a of. Examiuers,

duties, and how constituted.
!

its duties, and iiow constituted
;

pro-

Sec. id. County Board of Examiners, i viso.

its duties, and how constituted.
i

48. And be it enacted, That there shall be a State Board of Ex-
aminers, consisting of the State Superintendent of Public Instruc-

tion and the Principal of the State Normal School ; the}^ shall have
power and it shall be their duty to hold examinations of teachers

and to grant State certificates or revoke the same, under such rules

and regulations as the State Board of Education maj' prescribe, and
a certificate thus granted shall entitle the holder without further ex-

amination to teach in auy part of the State, so long as the certificate

remains vahd by the terms thereof, and in any school not of a higher

grade than that for which the certificate represents him as qualified.

49. And be it enacted. That there shall be in each county a County
Board of Examiuers, which shall be composed of the County Super-
intendent, Avho shall, ex qtjicio, be chairman, and of a number of

teacher.s, not to exceed tlu'ee, to be appointed by him, who shall hold
office for one year from the time of their respective appointments

;

but no person shall be appointed as County Examiner unless he
holds either a State or a first grade county certificate ; the County
Superintendent shall fill vacancies that occur from absence or other

causes ; but if he cannot find any teacher in his county qualified un-
der the provisions of this section willing to serve, he shall conduct
the examination himself; the Board shall meet at such time and
places as may be designated by the chairman, and shall hold a ses-

sion at least as often as once in every three months, and at the place

and during the session of any teachers' institute held in the county

;

each member of the Board, except the County Superintendent, shall

be paid for his services, in addition to his traveling expenses, a sum
not exceeding three dollars for each session of said Board, to be
paid by the County Collector on the order of the County Superin-
tendent

;
provided, that this compensation shall be paid only for the

regular quarterly examination ; and that whenever said Board shall

hold sessions at any other time, no compensation shall be allowed
from the county ; but in cases of such special examinations, said

Board nia}^ charge each applicant an examination fee not exceeding
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two dollars ; the County Board of Examiners shall have povv'er to

conduct examinations and to grant certificates of difierent grades, in

accordance with the general regulations on the subject prescribed by
the State Board of Education, and the highest grade of cei-tificate

thus gi'anted shall entitle the holder, without further examination, to

teach in any part of the State so long as this certificate remains
vahd, and in any school not of a higher grade than that for which
the certificate represents the holder as qualified ; any county certifi-

cate lower than the highest grade will only entitle the holder to

teach a school of a corresponding grade in the county for which
such certificate was gi'anted.

50. And be it enacted, That in every city having a Board of Edu-
cation governed by special laws there shall be a City Board of Ex-
aminers, to consist of such members as said Board of Education of

that city may appoint ; said Examiners shall have power, subject to

such rules and regulations as may be prescribed hj the City Board
of Education, to grant certificates of qualification, which shall be
valid for all schools of that cit}^; and no teacher shall be employed
in any of the schools of that citj' unless possessing such certificate,

or a State certificate, nor in any school of a higher gi-ade than that

for which said certificate represents the holder to be qualified ; the
City Board of Examiners may recognize the certificates of an}- other
city, and without examination issue to the holders certificates of a
corresj)onding grade.

AETICLE YIII—SCHOOLS.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

Sec. 51. Xormal School, its object.

Sec. 52. Trustees of the Normal School.

Sec. 53. Compensatiou.
Sec. 54. Trustees to have super\-ision

of the Normal School ; annual report.

Sec. 55. Number of pupils.

Sec. 56. Pui^ils, ho-n- admitted.
Sec. 57. Vacancies, how filled.

Sec. 58. Trustees to employ teachers

for Normal School.

Sec. 59. Model School.

Sec. CO. Appropriation.
Sec. 61. Graded schools, how estab-

lished and maintained.
Sec. 62. Inhabitants recjuired to pro-

vide suitable school buildings.

Sec. 63. Schools to be kept open five

months.
Sec. 6-4. School vear.

51. And be it enacted, That there shall be a normal school or

seminaiy, for the training and education of teachers in the art of

instructing and governing the common schools of this State, the o~b-

ject of which normal school or seminary shall be the training and
education of its pupOs in such branches of knowledge and such
methods of teaching and governing as will qualify them for teachers

of our common schools.

52. And be it enacted. That there shall be' a board of tixistees of

said normal school, to consist of two trustees from each congres-
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sional district ; the trustees already appointed shall continue in

oflice severally for the terms for which they have been appointed,

namely, five whoso terms expire in eighteen hundred and sixty-

eight, and five whose terms expire in eighteen hundred and sixty-

nine ; and annually hereafter, in the place of those whose terms are

about to expire, the governor shall nominate, and by and with the

advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint one trustee of said

school from each congressional district, to hold oflice severally for

the term of two years and nntil their successors are appointed, so

that there shall always be two trustees from each congressional dis-

trict ; and in case of any vacancy by death, resignation, or otherwise,

a successor for the unexpired term shall in like manner be appoint-

ed ; the State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be ex-

oflicio a member of said Board of Trustees,

53. And be it enacted. That the said tmstees shall receive no com-
pensation for their services, but the expenses necessarily incurred by
them in the discharge of their duties shall be defrayed out of the
funds hereinafter appropriated for the support of said school.

54. And be it enacted. That to the said Board of Trustees shall be
committed the control and use of the buildings and grounds owned
and used by the State for the use of the Normal School, the apphca-
tion of the funds for the support thereof, the appointment of teach-

ers and the power of remo\ing the same, the power to prescribe the

studies and exercises of the school, and rules for its management, to

gi'ant diplomas, to appoint some suitable person treasurer of the

board, and to frame and modify, at pleasure, such by-laws as they
may deem necessary for their own government ; and they shall re-

port annually to the Legislature their own doings and the progress
and condition of the school.

55. And be it enacted. That the number of pupils shall not exceed
three for each number of the Senate and General Assembly ; and
each count}' shall be entitled to fill three times as many seats in the
school as it has representatives in the Legislature ; the api3licants

shall give on admission a written declaration, signed with their own
hands, that their object in seeking admission to the school is to

qualify themselves for the employment of public school teachers, and
that it is their intention to engage in that emplo}-ment in this State
for at least two years.

56. And be it enacted. That at the opening of each term of the
Normal School, the principal, with his assistants, shall proceed to

examine applicants, and to admit to the school such as appear to be
possessed of the proper qualifications to the number to which each
county may be entitled.

57. And be it enacted. That in case any county is not fully repre-

sented, additional candidates may be admitted from other counties
on sustaining the requisite examination.

58. And be it enacted. That the Board of Trustees shall appoint
and procure the number of teachers which may be necessary to



846 SCHOOL LAW.

carry out, in the best and highest sense, the purposes and designs of

this act, and shall furnish for the use of the pupils the necessary ap-

paratus and text-books, so far as the funds hereafter to be named
and appropriated for the support of the school will allow ; and the

tuition in the Normal School shall be gratuitous.

59. And be it enacted. That the Board of Trustees are authorized
to maintain a model school under permanent teachers, in which the
pupils of the Normal School shall have opportunity to observe and
practice the modes of instruction and discipline inculcated in the
Noimal School, and in which pupils may be prepared for the Normal
School.

60. And be it enacted. That for the support of the Normal School,

and to carry out the purposes and designs of this act, there is appro-
priated hereby the annual sum of ten thousand dollars, to be paid
out of the treasury of the State upon the warrant of the Comp-
troller.

GRADED SCHOOLS.

61. And be it enacted, That any two or more districts, by a ma-
jority vote of the inhabitants at a meeting regularly called or adver-
tised by the County Superintendent, or superintendents of the county
or counties in which said districts are situated, may cause to be
established and maintained a graded school, which shall be entitled,

according to the number of children in attendance, to its proper
share of the State appropriation, and of the township school taxes

belonging to the districts which have caused said graded school to

be erected ; and a school thus established shall be governed by a
joint board, composed of the trustees of the combining districts, and
subject to such regulations as they may prescribe.

DISTEICT SCHOOLS.

62. And be it enacted. That the inhabitants of every school dis-

trict shall be required to provide a suitable school building and out-

houses for the accommodation of their children ; and in case such
buildings are not provided, or those already in use shall be pro-

nounced by the County Superintendent and a majority of the Trus-

tees of said district unfit for the purposes for which they are applied,

such district shall be deprived of the benefit of that part of the State

appropriation derived from the revenues of the State until suitable

buildings shall be erected.

63. And be it enacted. That no school district shall be entitled to

receive any joart of the State appropriation which shall not have
maintained a public school for at least five months during the then

next preceding school year
;
provided, that any new district, or a

district in which the school is discontinued on account of the rej^air-

ing of an old or the erection of a new school building, shall not be
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deprived of its full share of the public school funds on account of

the restrictions of this section.

64. And be it enacted, That the school year shall begin on the fii'st

day of September, and end on the last day of August.

AKTICLE IX.

REVENUE.

State Appropriation.

Sec. 65. Trastees of the school fiind
; I

towuship.s -n-ith less thau two hundred
pro\'iso ; religious ceremouy. i

children.

Sec. C6. School fund, how constituted. ^^ec. 76. Townships to raise school rao-

Sec. 67. Investment of school fund ; |

ney by tax ; penalty upon failure to raise

to be used for the support of public
j

township school tax.

schools ; change of title.

Sec. 68. Keport concerning school

fund.
Sec. 69. Secretary of the Board.

Sec 70. Trustees to appropriate from

the school fund forty thousand doUars.

Sec. 71. Sixty thousand doUars appro-

priated from the treasury.

Sec. 77. Interest of surplus revenue to.

be appropriated to schools.

Sec. 78. Township Collectors to re-
ceive and hold in trust all township
school moneys ; accounts, how , kept

;

compensation.
Sec 79. Public school moneys, how

used.

Sec. 72. Trustees to divide State ap-
|

Sec. 80. District meetings, when, how
propriation. I

and for what puq^oses called ; district

Sec. 73. Teachers' Institutes.
j

tax, how assessed and collected.

Sec. 74. State Comptroller to draw war- Sec. 81. Corporal punishment,
rant on State Treasurer. i

Sec. 82. General school laws repealed.

Sec. 75. County Collectors to receive Preamble,

and hold in trust the State appropriation

;

|

65. And be it enacted, That the Governor of this State, the Pres-
ident of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Assembl}-, the At-

torney General, the Secretary of State and the Comptroller, and their

successors in office, be and they are hereby constituted and appointed
Trustees of the fund for the support of public schools in this State,

arising either from appropriations heretofore made or which may
hereafter be made by law, or which may arise fi'om the gift, grant,

bequest or devise of any person or persons whatsoever, which Tms-
tees shall be known b}' the name, style and title of " the Tnistees for

the Support of Public Schools ;" pro\dded, that it shall not be la-n-ful

for any teacher, trustee or trustees to introduce into or have per-

formed in any school receiving its proportion of the public money
any religious service, ceremony or forms whatsoever, except reading
the Bible and repeating the Lord's Prayer.

66. And be it enacted. That the public stocks and moneys hereto-

fore appropriated by law shall constitute the funds in the hands of

the Trustees appointed by the foregoing section of this act, and shall

be held by the said Trustees in trust ; the interest and dividends
arising therefrom to be applied by the said Trustees, or a majority



848 SCHOOL LAW.

of them, for the support of public schools in this State, in tjie mode
now prescribed or hereafter to be prescribed by anj' act or acts of

the Legislature, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever.

67. And be it enacted, That the fund above mentioned, together

with all the moneys which shall be received by the Treasurer in pay-

ment of the principal or interest of the bank or turnpike stock be-

longing to the fund for the support of free schools, all the taxes Avhich

may hereafter be received into the treasury from au}^ of the banking

and insurance companies in this State, the capital stock of which now
is or hereafter may be liable by law to be taxed, all appropriations

to the said fund made or to be made by any law of this State, and
the amount of all gifts, grants, bec[uests or devises hereafter made
by any person or persons to the said Trustees for the purpose con-

temx^lated by this act, shall be invested by the Treasurer of this

State under the direction of the said Trustees, or a majority of them,

in the bonds of the United States or of New Jerse}^, or in bonds se-

cured by mortgage on land in New Jersey, the interest thereof to be
applied to the support of the public school in the mode which now
is or' may hereafter be directed b}^ law, and to no other use or pur-

pose whatsoever ; an account of the management of the said fund

shall be laid before the Legislature, with the annual statement of the

Treasurer's accounts; and no compensation shall be paid to said

Ti-ustees or Treasurer for any services performed in pursuance of the

direction of this act ; and all investments of money and property be-

longing to said fund now held or existing in the name of " the Trus-

tees for the Support of Free Schools " are hereby and shall hereafter

be vested in and held, and an}- proceedings or action whatever rela-

tive thereto may be taken, had, made and maintained by said Trustees,

in the name of " the Trustees for the Support of Pubhc Schools."

68. And be it enacted. That the Treasurer of this State shall an-

nually make and furnish to the Board of Tnistees for the support of

public schools, on the first day of the stated annual meeting of the

Legislature and at such other times as the majority of the said trus-

tees shall require the same, a particular statement of the school fund

containing an account of the securities belonging to said fund, with

the dates of investment, their value, and the interest arising fi'om

each denomination of securities, together with an account of the

moneys in the Treasury belonging to said fund.

69. And be it enacted. That the Secretary of State be and he is

hereby constituted and appointed Secretary of the said Board of

Trustees, whose duty it shall be to record in a book kept for that

purpose, the proceedings of the said board, and the accounts to be

furnished by the Treasurer as hereinbefore directed.

70. And be it enacted. That it shall be the duty of the trustees of

the school fund of this State, on or before the first Monday of April

in every year, to appropriate out of the annual income for the sup-

port of the public schools the sum of forty thousand dollars ; and if

the annual income of said fund shall not have been received in full
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or shall be insufiicient for that purpose, then the said tiiistees are

hereby authorized and empowered to draw for any sum necessary to

make up the deficiency by warrant signed by the Comptroller upon
the Treasurer of the State, who is directed to pay the same, which

sum so drawn from the Treasury aforesaid shall be replaced by the

annual income of said school fund so soon as the same shaU be re-

ceived.

71. And be it enacted, That from the revenue of the State the

sum of sixty thousand dollars per annum shall be appropriated, in

addition to the sum of forty thousand dollars from the annual in-

come of the school fund, as mentioned in the preceding section of

this act.

72. And be it enacted, That the Trustees of the School Fund of

this State shall have authority to diAdde the aforesaid sum of one
hundred thousand dollars into two or more annual installments, which
shall be paid by the State Treasurer to the several county collectors

on the warrants of the State Comptroller.

73. And be it enacted, That for the x^urpose of defraying the ex-

penses of teachers' institutes, the procuring of teachers and lecturers

for said institutes and other necessary expenses of the same, the State

Supeiintendent of Public Schools may draw upon the Treasurer of

the State for a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for any one
institute ; and the said amount may be paid annually thereafter in

like manner to one teachers' institute in any county or in any two or

more adjoining counties of this State, the same to be paid by the

Treasurer out of the revenue of the State.

74. And be it enacted. That the State Comptroller annually after

having received from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

a statement of the apportionment of the State appropriation among
the several counties, shall draw his warrant on the State Treasurer

in favor of the county collector of any county for the portions to

which said county is entitled whenever such county collector shall

present an order for the same drawn by the State Superintendent of

Public Instruction in favor of such county.

75. And be it enacted. That the county collector of each county
shall receive and hold in trust that part of the State appropriation

belongicg to his county, and shaU pay out the same to the collectors

of the several townships and to the city treasurers of the cities of his

coimty only on the orders of the Cormty Superintendent
;
provided,

that in townships where there are less than two hundred children

between the ages of five and eighteen, the inhabitants may raise such
a sum per child as will be sufficient to maintain their schools.

TOWNSHIP TAX.

76. And be it enacted. That the inhabitants of each township are
hereby authorized and required at their annual town meetings to

raise by tax, in addition to the amount apportioned to their use, such
54



850 SCHOOL LAW.

further sums of money as they may deem proper for the support of

public schools, said sum not to be less than two nor more than four

dollars for every child in the towTiship betvy-een the ages of five and
eighteen, as ascertained by the last annual report of the State Superin-
tendent ; which said money shall be assessed and coUected at the
time and in the manner that other township moneys are assessed and
collected ; if the inhabitants of any township at their annual town
meeting fail to provide for the raising of such tax, then the County
Superintendent of the county in which such township is situated shall

be required to withhold from said township that part of the State ap-

propriation derived from the revenue of the State, and to apportion
and distribute the same to the other townships of the county.

77. And be it enacted. That the several townships in this State are

authorized and required to appropriate the interest of the surplus

revenue received by them and from other funds not raised by tax,

such sums for the support of the pubKc schools as they shall order
and dhect at their annual town meetings, in addition to the amount
received fi'om the State appropriation, and the amount which they
raise by tax.

78. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Township
Collector of each township to receive and hold in trust all school

moneys belonging to the township or to any of the districts thereof,

whether received from the State appropriation, from township or

district tax, or fi-om other sources, and to pay out the same only on
the orders of the district clerks of the several districts of his town-
ship, w^hich order shall specify the object for which it is given, and
shall be signed b}^ at least one other tnistee besides said clerk, and
shall be made payable to the order of, and be indorsed by the per-

son entitled to receive it, and he shall, on the order of the Township
Committee, pay over any balance of school funds remaining in his

hands to his successor in office, and he shall procure a suitable book,

in which he shall keep a separate account with each school district

in his township, crediting each with the amounts apportioned to it

by the County Superintendent, and the amount raised by tax in the

district, and charging each with the orders jjaid for said district,

and he shall present his accounts to be examined and settled by the

Township Committee at the close of the year, a copy of which set-

tlement certified by the Committee showing the amounts received,

the amounts expended by him for school purposes during the year

(and the balance remaining in his hands), he shall transmit said

copy within ten days to the County Superintendent, and another

copy of the same he shall file with the clerk of the townsliip ; and as

compensation for such service the Township Collector shall be enti-

tled to receive three-fourths of one per centum on all school funds

received and paid out by him for such purposes during the year, to

be paid by the Township Committee fi'om the funds of the township.

79. And be it enacted. That not more than twenty dollars annu-

ally of the State or township school moneys received for any school
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district, shall be used for any otlier purpose tli-an tlie payment of

teachers' salaries.

DISTEICT SCHOOL TAX.

80: And be it enacted, That the legal voters of each district are

hereby authorized and required to meet on the Tuesday of the week
following the annual town meeting, for the purpose of determming
what additional school tax, if an}-, shall be levied upon the district

;

said meeting shall be held at some convenient public place witliin

the district, and notice thereof, setting forth the time, place a,nd ob-
ject of such meeting, shall be given by the distiict clerk, and set up
in at least three public places within the district ten days before the
day of meeting ; and the said inhabitants so met shall have power,
by the consent of two-tliirds of those present, to authorize the

trastees of said district to purchase land for school purposes, to

build, enlarge or repair a school-house or school-houses, and to bor-

row money therefor, or to sell or mortgage a school-house or school-

houses, and to raise by taxation for these purposes, or to pay a debt
of the district incurred for such purpose, and for the current ex-

penses of the school or schools, such sum of money as two-thirds of

the inhabitants so assembled shall agree to ; and in case any money
shall be ordered by a vote of two-thirds of said meeting, to be raised

by taxation, the district clerk shaU make out and sign a certificate

thereof, under oath or affirmation that the same is connect and true,

and deliver the same to the assessor or assessors of the" towoiship or

townships in which said district is situate, and to the County Super-
intendent, which said assessors shall assess on the inhabitants of

said school district and tl\eir estates, and the taxalile property
therein, in the same manner as township taxes are assessed, such
sum of money as shall have been ordered to be raised by the said

meeting, in the manner aforesaid ; and said money shall be assessed,

levied and collected at the time and in the manner that other town-
ship moneys are assessed, levied and collected ; and it shall be the
duty of the collector or collectors of the township or to"^Tiships in

which said district is situate to pay over all moneys by him or them
received, which shall have been assessed by virtue of such vote of a
district meeting as aforesaid, on the order of the district clerk of
said district, to be used for the pui-pose directed by the district

meeting so held as aforesaid.

81. And be it enacted, That no teacher shall be permitted to
inflict corporal punishment upon any child in any school in this
State.

82. And be it enacted, That all acts and parts of acts heretofore
passed of a general character on the subject of public schools and of
the Normal School and its appropriations are hereby repealed.

83. And be it enacted. That this act shall go into effect imme-
diately.

Approved March 21, 1867.
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A Supplement to an act entitled "An Act to estabKsh a sjsteai of

Public Instruction," approved Marcli twenty-first, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-seven.

Sec. 1. Appropriation to school fund. j Sec. 3. Annual State appropriation to

Sec. 2. Annual approjiriation from schools,

school fund to public schools.
|

Sec. 4. Kepealer.

Whereab, the annual appropriation from the income of the school

fund, for the use of the public schools, exceeds the amount that

may be derived ixom the school fund securities ; and whereas, there

was a large deficiency at the close of the fiscal year ending No-
vember thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven ; therefore,

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the

State of New Jersey, That the sum of fourteen thousand eight hun-

dred and seventy-four dollars and forty-seven cents be and the same
is hereby appropriated to the school fund to pay said deficiency out

of any moneys in the treasury belonging to the State and not other-

wise appropriated.

2. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the trustees of

the school fund of this State, on or before the first Monday of April

in every year, to appropriate out of the annual income for the sup-

port of the public schools the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars

;

and if the annual income of said fund shall not have been received

in full, or shall be insufficient for that purpose, then the said trus-

tees are hereby authorized and empowered to draw for any sum
necessary to make up the deficiency by warrant signed by the comp-
troller upon the treasurer of the State, who is directed to pay the

same ; which sum so drawn from the treasury aforesaid, shall be re-

placed by the annual income of said school fund so soon as the same
shall be received.

3. And be it enacted, That from the revenue of the State the sum
of sixty-five thousand dollars per annum shall be appropriated, in

addition to the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars fi'om the annual

income of the school fund, as mentioned in the preceding section of

this act.

4. And be it enacted. That the seventieth and seventy-first sec-

tions of the act to which this is a supplement, be and the same are

hereby repealed, and that this act shall take effect immediately.

Approved March 11, 1868.
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FORMS AND BLANKS FOR SCHOOL OFFICERS.

The following forms have been prepared for the use of all officers \rho may have

duties to discharge under the School Law. If generally used it is believed that they

wiU contribute much toward securing that uniformity and correctness in the transac-

tion of financial and general school business which are so much desired. With the

exception of a few of the most important, those in which particular care and fullness

are required, the greatest conciseness and bre^^ty have been aimed at. The literal use of

these forms is in no case essential to the validity of a school instrument. Any form

may be used which clearly espresses the objects designed, or the intention of the

parties interested, and conforms in all respects to the requirements of the law. But

as those annexed have been prepared with the strictest reference to these necessary

conditions, their use is recommended unless better ones are substituted. The blank

spaces are to be filled to meet the varying circumstances in each case. The manaer

of filling them, however, is suSciently indicated in all cases, so as to cause the school

officer no trouble. These forms have been .submitted to and approved by the State

Board of Education.

E. A. APGAE,
State 8u.pt of Pah. Instruction and Sec. of the Stale Board.





FORMS AND BLANKS.

No. 1.

—

Form of Oeder for County Superintendent's Salary.

No. . Office of State Superintendent, )

Trenton, N. J., , 18 . j

To the Collector of County :

Pay to tlie order of , County Superintendent of

county, Dollars, being the amount of 'salary due
to ,18

-, State Superintendent.

No. 2.

—

Form of Order on the Comptroller for the payment of the
State Appropriation.

No. . Department of Public Instruction, )

Trenton, ,18 .
)

To the Comptroller of the Treasury of the State of New Jersey :

Pay to the order of the Collector of county,
Dollars, being the installment of apportionment of the

State Appropriation for the support of Public Schools due said

county for the year 18 .

S . , State Superintendent.
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No. 3,

—

Form of Order on County Collector for School Moneys due
Township Collector.

No. . Office of County SupekeisTendent, )

N. J., ,18 . j

To the Collector of County :

Pay to the order of the Collector of Township,
Dollars, being the installment of the

apportionment of the State Appropriation due said Township for the
support of Public Schools for the year 18 .

$ , County Superintendent.

No. 4.

—

Form of Order on Town Collector for the payment of

Teacher's Salary.

To , Township Collector for the Township of

County of , New Jersey :

Pay to the order of
,

Dollars, for [here state

the 117116] salary as a Teacher in our Public School.

, D. C. ) Trastees of * District

, V No. , of the

, ) County of

I hereby certify that , the teacher in whose favor this

order is drawn, is now in possession of a Teacher's Certificate, in fuU
force and effect, and that he [or she] has properly kept the School
Register for the time for which salary is demanded, as is required by
law, and that I hare certified thereto in said Register.

5 District Clerk.

•The name of the District may also be given as well as the number.

Note.—The money appropriated by the State or raised by township tax for the sup-

port of schools, except twenty dollars annually, be used for the payment of teachers'

salaries. The law also requires that this money shall only be paid for the support of

Schools strictly Public, and to but those teachers who hold certificates in full force

and effect, and who have also kept the school register in the manner prescribed by
law. The Collector, therefore, should invariably refuse to pay an order, if the pay-
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ment is to be maclo out of tlio State or township school funds, unless said order (ex-

cept it be for the twenty dollars allowed for other purposes) expressly states that the

money is for the payment of teacher's salarj', and that the . school iu which he has

taught is strictly a public school. The order, before being paid, must also contain

the testimony of the District Clerk to the fact that the teacher is in possession of a
Teacher's Certificate in full force and effect, and that ho has kept the school register

in the manner prescribed by law.

No. 5.

—

Form of Order ou Township Collector for District School
Tax raised for other purposes than the pajTiient of Teacher's Salary.

To , Township Collector for the Township of

County of , New Jersey :

Pay to the order of
,

Dollars, for [Aere state

.for luhat the money is to he paid] out of the funds raised by District

School tax in our District, now in your hands.

-, D. C. ) Trustees* of District No.

, of the County
of , N. J. ,\

No. 6.—FoRii OF Order for County Examiner's Salary.

Office of County Superintendent, ]

,N.J., ,18 . f

To the Collector of . County

:

Pay to the order of , County Examiner,
Dollars, being the amount due him for seryices rendered at the

session of the Board of County Examiners, and for

traveling expenses in accordance with section 49 of the School
Law.

, County Superintendent.
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No. 7.

—

Financial Eepokt of District Clerk to County Superin-

tendent.

To , County Superintendent for County :

Sib :—I herewith submit the Financial Keport of School District

No. , for the fiscal year ending March 31st, 18 :

Beceijpts.

Balance in hands of the Collector April 1st, 18
Apportionment from State appropriation,

" " Township School Tax, -

" " Surplus Revenue,
Amount raised by District tax,

Total Eeceipts,

Expenditures.

Amount expended for Teachers' wages, - - $
" " '* Building School-Houses,
" " " Eepauing School-Houses,

" Fuel, - - -

Total Expenditures, - - - - %

Amount still due the District, - - - -

I certify the foregoing to be, in all respects, correct.

. District Clerk.

Note.—This report should be made on or before the first of April of each year.

Where a district lies partly in two or more adjoining townships, bnt one report is to

be made to the County Superintendent, and the receipts will include all moneys re-

ceived from the several collectors. If the district lies partly in two adjoining counties,

the complete report must be made to the County Superintendent of the county in

which the part having the school-house is located.
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No. 8.—Financial Eepokt of District Clerk to Township Com-
mittee.

To the Township Committee of Township ;

SiBS :

—

[Form of report same as No. 7.]

Note. —This report should be made on or before the first of April of each year.

"Where a district lies partly in two or more adjoining townships, a separate report
should be made to each Committee. In that case, under " Receipts, " should first be
included the moneys received through the collector of the township for which the re-

port is made, and then should be added, to make the "total," the aggregate amount
received from the collectors of the other townships.

No. 9.—Financial Report of District Clerk to the People of the
District.

To the inhabitants of School District No. :

[Form of report same as No. 7.]

Note.—The above report should be made at the annual school meeting held on
the Tuesday of the week following town meeting.

No. 10.

—

Form of Report of District Clerk to County Superin-
tendent of the amount of District School Tax ordered to be
raised.

To the County Superintendent of County :

Sir :—I hereby report to you, that at the annual (or a special, as
the case may be) meeting of the legal voters of School District No.

, of the county of , held on the day of

, 18 , there was voted to be raised [lorite the amount in
words] dollars, as District School Tax, for the purpose [here state

the object for ivhich the money is to be tised.]

, District Clerk.
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No. 11.

—

Annual Eepoet of Trustees to the District.

To the Inhabitants of School District No. :

In obedience to the requirements of the School Law, we beg leave

to present onr annual repoi-t for the past school year [here give the

final report required of the teacher in the School
_

Register : state ivhat

has heen clone by the trustees during the year; discuss school matters;

make suggestions, etc., etc.]

All of which is respectfully submitted.

, D. C.,) Trustees of

, > School Dis-

, ) trict No.

[Date.]

Note.—The above report should be made at tha annual school meeting for the elec-

tion of trustees.

No. 12.—FoEM OF Eefoet of Township Collector to County Super-
intendent of the amount of Township School Tax ordered to be
raised.

To the County Superintendent of County :

Sir :—I hereby report to you that the amount of School Tax voted
to be raised in Township at the last annual town meeting,
held on the day of , 18 , is [write the amount
in ivords] dollars per child, [or dollars, as the case may le.f

The interest on sarplus revenue to be apportioned to the pubKc
schools of this township is dollars.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, Township Collector.

Note.—This report should be sent to the County Superintendent within five days
after the to^Ti meeting. If the amount of interest on surplus revenue is not known
at that time, a separate report should be made of that item as soon as the amount is

ascertained.
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No. 13.

—

Financial Repobt of To-uoiship Collector to Township
Committee.

To the Township Committee of township

:

Sirs :—I herewith submit the Financial Report of the School Dis-

tricts of this Township for the fiscal year ending March 31, 18 .
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No. 14.

—

Mannek of Keeping the School Eegistee.

'saKOf sv'iis

paijoo puis 9nj:^ qi'B gnioSajoj oq; ^vi^} .^^i90 i^qoieii "j
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EXPLANATION OF THE MANNER OF KEEPING THE SCHOOL REGISTER AS

SHOWN IN THE MODEL ON THE PRECEDING PAGE.

In the first column the pupils are numbered as they are enrolled,

and in the second their names are written, and in the third their ages
are recorded.

In the blank squares under the names of the days of the week
are recorded the attendance of the pupils. One diagonal line indi-

cates that the pupil was present but one half the day ; two diagonals
crossing each other, that he was present the whole day ; and the
blank indicates absence.

If the scholar does not enter the school at the beginning of the
term, a horizontal hue is drawn to the day of entering. If a scholar
for any cause leave the school before the close of the term, a similar

line is drawn from the day of his leaving.

Under the column headed " Number of Days attendance for two
Weeks," is to be recorded the number of days each pupil has been
in attendance during the previous two weeks.

In the blanks under the names of the branches taught, diagonal
lines are drawn to indicate the several studies each scholar is pur-
suing, and the figures at the bottom of these columns show the num-
ber of pupils in each study. These columns should be added when
the two pages of records are complete, and the sums should be
written down as above indicated.

At the end of every twelve weeks the teacher should ascertain the
number of months each pupil has been in attendance, and indicate

the same in the lilanks of the column headed " Number of Months
attendance for Twelve Weeks." By adding the number of days the
pupil has been in attendance during that time and dividing the sum
by twent}', the quotient will be the number of months required.

When the records for twelve weeks are complete, the Register
should be signed by the Teacher and the District Clerk in the spaces
prepared for that purpose.

55
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No. 17.

—

Teacher's Kepoet to County SujDerintendent when leaving

a School before the end of the School Year.

mKeport of the teacher of Pubhc School

District No. , in the county of , for the portion

of the school year commencing September 1st, 18 , and ending

,18 .

To

\_The body of the report the same as No. 15.]

, County Superintendent for comity

Being about to leave my present school, I resj^ectfully present the

above record and statements as my report for the expired portion of

the present school year, as required by the laws of this State, which
report, I hereby certify, has been carefully made out from the records
contained in the School Register.

, Teacher.

Note.—The law requires that a duplicate of the above report shall be made to the

District Clerk.

No. 18.

—

Form of Report of County Clerk to County Superinten-

dent of the names and Post Office Address of the Township Col-

lectors and City Treasurers.

To the County Superintendent of County

Sir :—-I hereby report to you the names and address of the newly
elected Township Collectors [(ind City Treasurers if there he any] of

this County as follows :

Names of Township or City.
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No. 19.

—

Form of Notice to County Superintendent of a Yacancy
in Board of Trustees.

To , County Superintendent :

Sir :—You are hereby notified that a vacancy now exists in the
Board of Trustees of School District No. , in the county of

, through \liere state the cause of the vacancy^, which you
are requested to fill by appointment.
Dated this day of , 18 . —, District Clerk.

Note.—The above notice should be sent to the County Superiutendeut as soon as
the vacancy exists. If the othce of District Clerk is vacant, the notice should be sent
by one of the other Trustees.

No. 20.

—

Form of an Appointment to fill a Yacancy in a Board of

TiTistees.

To :

The office of one of the Trastees of School District No. ,

in the county of , having become vacant through failure of

the district to elect according to law [or for any other reason], jon
are hereby appointed to fill such vacancy until the next annual meet-
ing for the election of Trustees in said District.

Dated tliis day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

No. 21.

—

Form of an Appointment of a District Clerk.

To :

The office of District Clerk of School District No. , in the

county of , being vacant through failure of the trustees to

elect according to law, [or for any other reason'], you are hereby ap-
pointed to fill such vacancy until the next annual meeting for the

election of Trustees in said district.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.
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No. 22.

—

Form of an xVppointment of Trustees for a New District.

To :

Having on the day of , 18 , formed a
new School District, to be known as School District No. , in the

county of , comprising the following territory : [here insert

the descri2Jtion of the District,'] you are hereby appointed Trustee
{and District Cleric, if snch is tJte fact,] for said district until the next
annual meeting for the election of trustees.

I have apj)ointed as your associates Messrs.

and

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Note.—"WTiere two districts are united, they each become extinct and a new district

ia formed, and the trustees of the extinct districts cannot continue to act as trustees

of the new one, but an entire new Board must be appointed by the County Superin-
tendent.

No. 23.

—

Form of Kequest for District Clerk to call a Special School
Meeting for Establishing a Graded School.

To , District Clerk of School District No.
,

in the county of :

Sir :—You are hereby requested to call a special meeting of the
legal voters of your district on the day of > 18 ,

at o'clock in the noon, for the purpose of acting
upon the question of uniting with districts Nos. and , etc.,

in establishing and maintaining a Graded School in accordance with
the provisions of section 61 of the School Law.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.
Note.—The above request is only to be given when there is a known desire on the

part of the inhabitants of the districts thus notified to establish a Graded School. A
separate meeting should be held in each district proposing to unite.
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No. 24.

—

Form of Notice for a Special District Meeting for Con-

sidering the Question of Establishing a Graded School.

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of School District No.

, in the county of , that a special school meeting

will be held at on the day of , 18 ,

at o'clock in the noon, for the purpose of consider-

ing the question of uniting with Districts Nos. and , etc.,

in establishing and maintaining a Graded School, in accordance with

the pro\isions of section 61 of the School Law.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, District Clerk.

By order of , County Superintendent.

Note.—The above notice mnst he made conspicuous in several places, and posted
ten days previous to the time of the meeting. The Districts sei:)arateh', in accordance
with the provisions of section 80, can vote for, and cause to be assessed, a district tax
for erecting the school building or maintaining the school.

No. 25.

—

Form or Notice to County Superintendent, giving the re-

sult of the action of a School Meeting called for the purpose of
Establishing a Graded School.

To , County Superintendent of county

:

Sir :—At a meeting of the legal voters of School District No.
, in the county of , held on the day of

, 18 , which was called pursuant to your order, the
question of uniting with ] )istricts Nos. and , for the
purpose of estabhsliing a Graded School, was decided in the :

voting in the affirmative and in the negative.

Dated this day of , 18 .

•

, District Clerk.
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No. 26.

—

Form of Order Organizing a Union School District for tlie

purpose of Establishing a Graded School.

"Whereas, Districts, now known as School Districts Nos.
,

and , in the county of , did, in accordance
•with the provisions of section 61 of the School Law, agree to unite

for the pui'pose of establishing and maintaining a Graded School at

pubhc meetings, called by order of the County Superintendent, on
the following days, to wit : School District No. on the

day of , 18 ; School District No. on the
day of 5 18 ; and School District No.

on the day of , 18 :

Therefore, it is hereby ordered and made known that said districts

are united for the purposes set forth, to be known hereafter by the
name and title of

Given under my hand this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Note.—One copy of the above order must be furnished to each Board of Trustees
of the United District, and one coi)y retained by the County Superintendent.

No. 27.

—

Form of Order Organizing a School District.

It is hereby ordered and determined that the following shaU here-

after be the boundaries of school district, to be known as District

Number , in the county of , State of New Jersey:

beginning at [hei^e describe the houndaries.']

Given under my hand this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Approved this day of 18 .

Secretary of State Board.

Note.-—The above order should be made out in duplicate, one copy to be retained

by the County Superintendent in his office and the other to be held by the Trustees.

The State Board prescribes that a map of the districts of the county shall be drawn
by the County Superintendent and sent to the State Superintendent, to be retained in

his office.
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No. 28.

—

Form of Order Alteriug the Boundaries of a School
District.

It is hereby ordered and determined that the [here descrihe the

territory hy sectimis and parts of sections], now a part of School Dis-

trict No. , in the county of , is taken fi-om said dis-

trict and attached to and made a part of School District No.
,

in said county, for all school puiposes whatsoever.
This order will take effect on the day of , 18 .

Given under my hand this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Approved this day of , 18 .

Secretary of State Board.

No. 29.

—

Form of Notice to be given by the County Superintendent
to the District Clerks of Districts to be affected by proposed Dis-

trict changes.

To , District Clerk of School District No.
,

in the county of :

You are hereby notified that I wiU be present at , on the

day of > 18 , at o'clock in the
noon, to decide upon certain proposed alterations of the

boundaries of your school district. The attendance of your Board
of Trustees is requested.

Datecl this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.
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No. 30.

—

Township Collector's Accounts with Districts.

DISTEICT NO. 1.

1868.
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No. 30.

—

Township Collector's Account with Disteicts.

DISTRICT NO. 1.

1868. Cr.

April 15.
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No. 32.

—

Form of Notice to Township Collector directing liim to

withhold School Moneys from a District.

To the Township Collector of Township :

Sir :—You are hereby directed to withhold [here state the amoicnt

in words'] from the school moneys apportioned to School District

No. , situated in your township, on account of said district

[Acre state the reason ivhy the money is ivithheld.']

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Note.—All moneys -withheld must be reapportioned the next year among all the dis-

tricts of the township.

No. 33.

—

Notice of Meeting for Examination of Teachers.

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meetiliig of the County
Board of Examiners of county, for the examination of can-

didates for teacher's certificates, at , on the

instant. Each applicant for a certificate should be present as early

as o'clock A. M.
, County Superintendent.

,18 .

No. 34.

—

Notice of Meeting of Township Board of Trustees.

You are hereby notified that I will be present at , on
the day of , 18 , at o'clock in the

noon, to meet " The Township Board of Tmstees " of

township. The attendance of your Board of Trustees is requested.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.
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No. 35.

—

Form of Notice to Teacher annulling his Certificate.

To :

Sir :—The certificate of qualification held by you as a Public

School Teacher in the county of , issued on the day
of , 18 , is hereby annulled, for the reason that [Jiere state

7-eason why certificate is annulled.']

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

Note.—In cases ^-here the teacher's offense is not flagrant, and the certificate an-

nulled is freely surrendered on request of the Superintendent, none but the parties

immediately concerned need be apprised of the transaction. But if the teacher refuses.

to deliver up his certificate, public notice of the annulment should be made in the

papers.

No. 36.

—

Form of Notice to District Clerk informing him of the

annulment of Teacher's Certificate.

To , District Clerk of School District No.
of the county of :

Sir :—You are hereby notified that on the day of ^

18 , I annulled the certificate of quahfication held by
, a teacher in your district, for the reason that, in my

opinion, the said does not possess the requisite

quahfications as a teacher in respect to \jnoral character, learning or

ability to teach, as the case may be.]

Dated this day of , 18 .

, County Superintendent.

NcTE.—When a teacher's certificate is annulled, a notice similar to the above

sliould also be sent to the Collector of the township in which the teacher has been,

engaged.
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No. 37.

—

Form of Notice to County Collector of the apportionment
of School Moneys by the County Superintendent.

To the Collector of county, N. J.

:

You are hereby notified that I have apportioned the school moneys
due your county out of the State Appropriation for 18 , to the

several townships [and cities, if there be aw?/]> as follovrs :

Townships and
Cities.
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No. 39.

—

Form of Notice to District Clerk of the amount of School
Money due the District.

To the District Clerk of School District No.
of :

, in the county

You are hereby notified that the amount of school money due
your district for the year 18 , is as follows :

District.
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No. 41.—FoEM OF Notice to be given by the Secretary of a District

School Meeting to the Officers Elect.

To

You are hereby notified that at a meeting of School District No.
, in the county of , held on the day of

, 18 , you were elected Trustee of said district.

Dated this day of , 18 .

Secretary of said meeting.

No. 42.—FoEM OF Notice by District Clerk to County Superinten-
dent of the election of Trustees.

To , County Superintendent

:

Sm :—You are hereby notified that at the annual meeting in School
District No. , in the county of , held on the

day of > 18 , was elected Trustee in the

place of , whose term had expired.

The Board of Trustees now consists of

Mr. , whose term expires September, 18 .

The Trustees have appointed Mr. , District Clerk, whose
post office address is

Secretary of School Meeting.

Note.—This notice should be sent to the County Superintendent by the 15th of Sep-
tember. It may be sent by the District Clerk or the Secretary.



FOE SCHOOL OFFICERS. 881

No. 43.

—

Notice for a meeting of tlie District Board of Trustees.

To :

You are hereby notified tliat tliere will be a meeting of the Board
of Trustees of School District No. , on evening,

,18 , at o'clock, in the school-house.

-^
, District Clerk.

[date.']

No. 44.

—

Form of Notice for the Annual District Meeting for deter-

mining what District School Tax shall be assessed.

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of School District No.
, in the county of , that the annual school meeting

-will be held at , on the Tuesday of the week following town
meeting, being the day of March (or April), 18 , at

o'clock in the noon, at which meeting will be sub-
mitted the question of voting a tax to maintain a free public school
the coming year [or to build a school-house, etc.]

The amoimt thought to be necessary for this purpose is

dollars.

Dated this day of ,18

, District Clerk.

Note.—In the above notice must be particnlarly specified each item of business to

be acted upon. For details, see section 80 of the School Law.

No. 45.

—

Form of Notice for a Special District Meeting for deter-
mining what District School Tax shall be assessed.

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of School District No.
, in the county of , that a special school meeting

will be held at , on the • day of , 18 ,

at o'clock in the noon, at which meeting will be

56
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submitted the question of ordering a district school tax to [here par-
ticularly specify each item of business to he acted uponJ]

The amount thought to be necessary for this purpose is

dollars.

, \ Trustees of

, > School District

, No.

Note.—The authority for calling a special school meeting is given in clause XI of
section 39 of the School Law. For detailed directions, see section 80.

No. 46.

—

Vaeious Specifications of Business to be Transacted that

may be Inserted in any Notice for District Meeting, as they may
be needed.

To see if the district will order the erection of a new school-house

;

To see if the district will take measures for the repair, alteration,

enlarging or furnishing of the present school-house

;

To appoint a committee to prepare and report a plan for such
erection or repair with the probable expense of the same

;

To raise money by direct tax to defray the expenses of such erec-

tion, alteration or repair

;

To authorize the trustees to boiTow money to defi'ay the expenses
of such erection, alteration or repair, and to provide for the pay-
ment of the same by ordering a district tax

;

To see if the district will vote a sufficient district tax to defray the
expenses of maintaining a free school during the ensumg year, or
during months of the ensuing year

;

To authorize the trustees to purchase land and to erect a school-
house thereon

;

To order a district tax for the payment of a debt of dollars^

now resting upon the school-house property

;

To order the sale of the present school-house property, and to de-
cide what disposition shall be made of the proceeds

;

To do any other business within the scope of the foregoing propo-
sitions.
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No. 47.

—

Form of Statement of the amount of School Taxes voted
to be raised in a School District, to be delivered by the District

Clerk to the Township Assessor.

To , Assessor of Township, county,

State of New Jersey :

The legal voters of School District No. , in the county of

, having met at , a convenient public place within
the district, on the day of , 18 , to determine
what additional school tax, if any, should be levied upon the dis-

trict, and notice thereof, setting forth the time, place and object of

said meeting having been given by the District Clerk, and set up at

[here state the i^laces ivhere the notices ivere j)osted], three public places
within the district, ten days before the meeting ; and the said legal

voters, so met, ha^ong, by the consent of two-thirds of those present,

authorized the trustees of said district \to purchase land, etc., as the

case may he'] , and ordered, by a like vote, dollars to be raised
by taxation for said purposes, you are requested to assess the said
sum on the inhabitants of said school district, and their estates, and
the taxable property therein, pursuant to the statute in such case
made and provided.

Dated this day of , 18 .

District Clerk of said District.

State of New Jersey,

County of
ss.

, being duly sworn, on oath says, that he is the
District Clerk of School District No.

, in the county of

, and that the above statement b}- him made of the amount
of school tax voted to be raised in said school district is coiTect and
true.

Subscribed and sworn before me, this day of , 18 .

, Justice of the Peace.

No. 48.—FoEM OF Certificate to be attached to proceedings of a
District Meeting by the person acting as Secretary.

I hereby certifj^ that the foregoing is a correct and complete rec-
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ord of tlie proceedings of [Jlie annual or sj^ecicd school meeting, as the

case may he], held in School District No. , in the county of

, on the day of , 18 .

, Secretary.

Note.—When the District Clerk is absent, or when he does not act as Secretary of

the school meeting, the above certificate should be attached to the account of the pro-

ceedings before it is delivered to said Clerk.

No. 49.—Teacher's Keport of the Suspension of a Pupil to the

Trustees.

To , District Clerk of School District No. ,

of the county of :

Sir:—You are hereby notified that I have this day suspended

from my school , for [here state the causefor suspension].

Dated this day of , 18 .

, Teacher.

NoiE.—The School Law requires every susi^ensiou to be reported to the Trustees.

No. 50.—FoEM OF Eesignation.

To , County Superintendent

:

I hereby resign my office of Trustee [or District Clerk], of School
District No. ', in the county of

Dated this day of ,18 .
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No. 54.

—

Teacher's State Ceetieicate—First Grade.

State of New Jersey, ')

Department of Purlic Instruction, >

Superintendent's Office.
j

STATE CERTIFICATE.

First Grade.

The eminent qualification and distinguished success of ,

as a Teacher, having been established by thorough examination and
satisfactor}'^ testimonials, is hereby duly authorized to teach
in any part of this State.

Done at the City of Trenton, this day of , in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-

,

under the authority confeiTed b}^ section 48 of "An act to

establish a System of Public Instruction," approved March
21st, 1867.

State Sup't of Pubhc Instruction.

Principal of the State Normal School.

No. 55.

—

Teacher's State Certificate—Second Grade.

State of New Jersey,

Department op Public Instruction
Superintendent's Office

STATE CERTIFICATE.

Second Grade.

•1

, having presented satisfactory evidence oi good
moral character, and having passed the required examination, is

hereby Licensed as a Teacher in the Public Schools of this State

for the term of Seven Years from date, unless this certificate is

sooner revoked.

Given under our hands and seal this day of ,18

State Sup't of Public Instruction.

Principal of the State Normal School.
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No. 66.—Teacher's State Ceetieicate—Third Grade.

State of New Jersey,
J

Department of Public Instruction, v
Supeeintendent's Office. )

STATE CEKTIFICATE.

Third Grade.

, lia\'ing presented satisfactory eyidenee of good
moral character, and having passed the required examination, is

hereby Licensed as a Teacher in the Public Schools of this State

for the term of Frts Years from date, miless this certificate is sooner
revoked.

Given under our hands and seal this day of , 18 ..

State Sup't of PubUc Instruction.

Principal of the State Normal School.

No. 57.

—

Form of an Appeal to the State Superintendent.

[dcde.l

To , State Sup't of Public Instruction :

Sir :

—
"We herewith transmit a full and correct statement of the

facts in the case of vs. , together ^yith the decision
of the County Superintendent thereon, from which decision we re-

spectfully appeal for the followiug reasons [here state the reasons for
making the appeal.']

We certif}- that the accompanying statements, together with the
decision of the County Superintendent, are true to the best of our
knowledc;e and belief.
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No. 58.

—

Certificate of County Superintendent in Appeals.

Office of County Sup't, )

,18 . f

To , State Sup't of Public Instruction :

Sir :—I transmit lierewitli a full and correct statement of the
facts, and tlie documentary evidence presented to me, in the case of

vs. , together with my decision thereon, fi'om

"which appeal has been taken to the State Department.

I certify that the accompanying statement is correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

County Sup't for county.

Note.—The above certificate should be fumishecl by the Countj' Superintendent in
cases of appeals, when requested by the State Superintendent.

No. 59.—Form of Certificate condemning a School-House.

This is to certify that we, the undersigned, have this day con-
demned the public school-house in District No. , in the county
of

, as being, in its present condition, unfit for use.

Dated this day of
, 18 .

, County Superintendent.

, ) Trustees of District No.
,

, f in the county of

Note.—This certificate is held by the County Superintendent, and the school-house
remains condemned until repaired or^rebuilt.
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No. 60.

—

Order of Business at a District School Meeting.

1. Choose a Chairman and Secretary.

2. Read the notice calling the meeting.

3. Report of District Clerk.

4. Transaction of the business for which the meeting was called

as set forth in the notices.

5. Miscellaneous business.

6. Adjournment.

No. 61.

—

Minutes of District School IMeeting for the Election of

Trustees.

[date.]

Pursuant to the following notice [here co2'>ij the notice given], the

legal voters of School District No. , convened at the school-house

and selected Chau'man, and
Secretary.

The Secretary read the notice of the meeting.

Mr. , District Clerk, presented the annual
report of the trustees, which was accepted.

On motion of Mr. , the meeting proceeded to
elect a trustee by ballot in the place of Mr.

,

whose term has expired. Mr. received a majority of

all the votes cast, and was declared by the Chairman duly elected
trustee for the term of three years.

The District Clerk stated that there was a vacancy in the Board
on account of the exphation of the term of appointment of Mr.

, who, during the past year, had been appointed
tnistee by the County Superintendent to fill the vacancy caused by
the removal of Mr. . The meeting again pro-
ceeded to ballot, and Mr. was elected trustee for
the unexpired term of Mr.

On motion of Mr. the meeting adjourned.

, Secretary.
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No. 62.

—

Minutes of Trustee Meeting.

Pursuant to notice given to each member, the Board of TiTistees

of District No. 1 met in the school-house on Monday evening, Janu-
ary 4, 1869. There were present Messrs. James Fisk, Henry Jones,

and Alpheus Taylor.

Henry Jones presided.

The applications of H. W. Clark, Edward Da%as and E. H. Long
for the position of teacher in our public school were received.

After considerable discussion relative to the qualifications of each,

the position was awarded to Edward Davis at a salary of one hun-
dred dollars per month.
The District Clerk was instructed to inform Mr. Davis of his elec-

tion, and request him to enter upon his duties on Monday, January
11, 1869.

The following bills were presented by the District Clerk, and or-

dered paid out of the funds raised by district tax :

E. H. Jackson, four tons of coal, @ $8 00, - - $32 00
W. J. Hopkins, one cord of wood, - - - 8 00
Jane Gibson, cleaning school-house, - - - 5 00

It was ordered that the District Clerk procure two slate black-
boards, each three feet by four feet, for the use of the school.

Adjourned.
ALPHEUS TAYLOE, District Clerk.

No. 63.—'Minutes of District School Meeting for raising District

Tax.

[date.']

Pursuant to the following notice [liere copy the notice given'], the
legal voters of School District No. , convened at the school-house

;

was elected Chairman and ,

Secretary of the meeting.
The Chairman stated the object of the meeting, and read the no-

tice which had been given.

Mr. moved that a district school tax of three hundred
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dollars be votod for tlio purpose of maintaimng a free school ten
months durmg the year. Mr. moved to amend by
strikmg out " tliree hundred" and insertmg "four hundred," which
was agreed to, and the motion as amended was decided in the affirm-

ative
;

voting in the affirmative and in

the negative.

Mr. moved that a district school tax of one hundred dol-

lars bo voted for the purpose of painting the school-house. Mr,
moved to amend by striking out " one hundred" and inserting

" fift}'," which motion was lost. The original motion was then agTeecl

to
;

voting in the affirmative, and in the negative.

On motion of Mr. , the meeting adjourned.

, Chairman.
, Secretary.

No. 64.

—

Minutes of District School Meeting Ordering a new
School-House Erected.

[Commence as in precedingform.']

The follov,-ing business was transacted

:

It was, upon motion. Resolved, That the comfort of the children

and the best interests of the district demand the erection of a new
school-house.

It was voted that D. S and P. V be appointed a commit-
tee to prepare and report a plan for such new school-house, with an
estimate of the probable expense of the same, and report thereon at

the next meeting.

It was voted that when this meeting adjourn it adjourn to meet
again on the day of » 18 , at o'clock P. M.
The Trustees were dn-ected to give the required ten days' notice of

the adjourned meeting, and to set forth that the object of said meet-
ing would be the consideration of the report of the committee in

relation to the new school-house and the ordering of the necessary
district tax for the erection of the same.
On motion the meeting adjourned, etc.
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ADJOURNED MEETING.

[Commence in a manner similar to No. 63.]

D. S and P. V , the committee appointed therefor, made
their report of a plan for a school-house, together with an estimate

of the expense of construction, which report was accepted and or-

dered to be recorded, and is in the words and figures foUo-wdng :

[here insert report.']

After consideration and discussion of said report, it was voted that

the same be adopted, and that the trustees be directed to proceed in

the erection of a house in accordance with such plan.

It was voted that a district tax of dollars be assessed and
collected to defi'ay the expense of such school-house, voting

in the affii-mative and in the negative.

Note.—The foregoing forms of minutes are given for the inexperienced. Those who
are familiar with such duties Tn&y adopt or vary them as may seem best. The essen-

tial point is, to have the proceedings of district meetings accxLvately recorded. Much
depends upon the minutes of these meetings, and hence they should be correctly kept
and carefully preseryed.

No. 65.

—

Duties of Township Collector.

1. To notify the County Superintendent of the amount of Town-
ship School tax ordered, and the amount of interest on surplus reve-
nue. [Form 12.]

2. To collect all township and district school taxes.

3. To ceceive and hold in trust all school moneys, and to pay out
the same only upon orders drawn in accordance with forms 4 and 5.

4. To keep, in a book prepared fer the purpose, an account with
each school district. [Form 30.]

5. To make settlement with the township committee. [Form 13.]

6. To transmit copies of the settlement made with the township
committee to the County Superintendent and to the Clerk of the
township. [Form 13.]
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No. 66.

—

Duties of Distkict Clerk.

1. To prepare and to post

Notices for annual district meeting, [Form 44.]
" special " " [Form 4.5.]

and " trustee election, [Form 40.]

2. To prepare and to deliver notices for meetings of tlie Board of

Trustees. [Form 43.]

3. To act as Secretary of the Board of Trustees. [Form 62.]

4. To record in a book provided for that purpose all the proceed-

ings of Trustee meetings and District meetings, [Forms Nos. 61, 62^

63 aiid 64.]

5. To keep an account of the finances of the district in a manner
similar to that shown in form 30.

6. To pay out all moneys by issuing orders on the Township Col-
lector. [Forms 4 and 5.]

7. To make a financial report

To Township Committee, [Forrii 8.]
" County Superintendent, [Form 7.]

and " Annual District Meeting,
'

[Form 9.]

8. To make a report of the doings of the Trustees for the year to

the annual district meeting for the election of trustees. [Form 11.]

9. To take the district census between the 1st and the 20th days
of August.

10. To prepare and to forward the annual report to the County
Superintendent on or before the 1st of September.

11. To notif}' County Superintendent and Township Assessor of

the amount of district school tax ordered. [Forms 10 and 47.]

12. To notify County Superintendent of the election of Trustees.

[Form 42.]

13. To superintend repairs of buildings ; to buy fuel, crayons and
such other articles as the Trustees may direct.

14. To dehver to his successor all records and papers belonging
to the district.
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No. 67.—FoEM OF CoNTKACT between District and Teacher.

It is hereby agreed between " The Trustees of School District No.
, in the county of ," and , a quahfied

teacher, possessing a license in full force and effect, that the said
is to teach the public school of said district for the term

[here insert the time], for the sum of doUars per month, com-
mencing on the day of

, 18 , and for such services,

properly rendered, the said Trustees are to j^ay the said
monthly the amount that may be due, according to this contract.

Dated this day of , 18 .

, ) Trustees of School District

, > No. , in the county

J of

, Teacher.

Note.—In case the teacher is employed in a Graded School, the particular depart-
ment for which he is engaged should be specified in the contract.

No. 68.

—

Form or a Lease.

Know all men by these presents, that A. B., of the township of

, in the county of , in the State of New Jersey, of
the first part, for the consideration herein mentioned, does hereby
lease unto " The Trustees of School District No. in the
county of ," in the State aforesaid, party of the second part,

and their assigns, the following described parcel of land :

[he7X insert description of land.]

Together with all the priyileges and appurtenances thereunto belong-
ing : To have and to hold the same for and during the term of

years from the day of , A. D., 18 ; and the said
party of the second part, for themselves and assigns, do covenant
and agree to pay the said party of the first part, for said premises,
the annual rent of dollars.

In testimony whereof the said parties have hereunto set their

hands, this day of , 18 .

A. B., Lessor.

C. D.,
I
Trustees of School District No.

E. F., > , in the county of

G. H., j State of New Jersey.
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No. 69.—FoEM OP A Deed of a School-House Site.

Know all men by these presents, that A. B., [and C. B., his wifty

^warrtec?], in the township of , in the county of
,

in the State of New Jersey, party of the first part, for and in consid-

eration of the sum of dollars, to them in hand paid by
" The Trustees of School District No. , in the county of

," and State aforesaid, party of the second part, the receipt

whereof is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant, bargain, sell, and
convey to the said party of the second part, and their assigns, the

following described piece of land, namely :

[Aere insert description of land.]

Together with all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto be-

longing : To have and to lipid the same to the said party of the sec-

ond part, and their assigns forever ; and the said party of the first

part, for themselves, their heirs, execuutors and administrators, do
covenant, bargain and agree, to and with the said party of the second
part, and their assigns, that at the time of the ensealing and delivery

of these presents, they are well seized of the premises above con-
veyed, as of a good, sure, perfect, absolute and indefeasible estate of

inheritance in the law in fee simple, and that the said lands and
premises are fi'ee from all incumbrances whatsoever ; and that the
above bargained premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of

the said party of the second part and their assigns, against all and
every person or persons lawfully claiming, or to claim, the whole or

any part thereof, the said party of the first part will forever warrant
and defend.

In witness whereof, the said A. B. and C. B., his wife, party of the
first part, have hereunto set their hands and seals, this day
of , A. D. 18 .

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED ) A. B. [SEAL.]

IN PRESENCE OF
j

C. D. [SEAL.]

E. F.

Note.—Such deed should bo duly acknowledged before a Judge, Commissioner of
Deeds, Master in Chancery, or other ofi&cer authorized by law to take such acknowl-
edgment, and recorded in the office of the County Clerk. The bond and mortgage
given by the Trustees to secure paj'ment of part of purchase money may be in the
usual forms, and lor the execution of deeds, mortgages and bonds, each district should
have a coii^orate seal. Notes given for bon-owcd money should be in the name of the
district and signed by all the Trustees as such.

57



898 FORMS AND BLANKS

No. 70.

—

Form of Contract for Building a School-House.

Contract made and entered into between A. B., of the county of

, State of New Jersey, and " The Trustees of School Dis-

trict No. , in the county of ," State of New Jersey.

In consideration of the sum of one dollar in hand paid, the receipt

whereof is hereby acknowledged, and of the further sum of

dollars, to be paid as hereinafter specified, the said A. B.

agrees to build a frame school-house and to furnish the materials

therefor, according to the plan and specifications for the erection of

said house hereto appended, at such point in said district as the said

Trustees may designate. The said house is to be built of the best

material, in a substantial, workmanlike manner ; and is to be com-
pleted and dehvered to said Trustees, or their successors in office,

free from any lien for work done or mjiterials furnished, hj the

day of , 18 ; and in case the said house is not

finished in the time herein specified, the said A. B. shall forfeit and
pay to the said Trustees, or their successors in office, for the use of

said district, the sum of dollars, and shall also be liable

for all damages that may result to said district in consequence of

such failure, and said Trustees may finish the building and charge
the cost of the same to the said A. B.

The said Trustees, or their successors in office, in behalf of said

district, hereby agree to pay the said A. B. the sum of

dollars w^hen the foundation of said house is finished ; and the fur-

ther sum of dollars when the building is ready for the roof

;

and the remaining sum of dollars when
the said house is finished and delivered, as herein stipulated.

It is further agreed that this contract shall not be sublet, trans-

fen-ed, or assigned, without the mutual consent of both parties.

Witness om" hands this " day of , 18 .

A. B., Contractor,

C. D., E. F. and G. H., Trustees.

Note.—In building a school-house, it is all important to seciire a plan of the build-

ing, with full spfccifications as to its dimentjions, style of architecture, number and size

of the mndows and doors, quality of the materials to be used ; what kind of roof

;

number of coats of paint ; of what material the foundation shall be constructed ; its

depth below and its height above the surface of the ground ; the number and style of

chimneys and flues ; the provisions for ventilation ; the number of coats of plastering
and style of finish, and all other items in detail that may be deemed necessary. The
plan and specifications should be attached to the contract, and the whole filed with the
District Clerk. Before the building is commenced the contract shall be filed in the
office of the County Clerk to prevent liens.
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No. 71.

—

Directions given to Candidates for Certificates before
being Examined.

1. Write your name and the subject of the examination, distinctly,

at the top of each page.

2. Yon need not copy the questions upon the paper, but be care-

ful to number each answer to correspond with the question.

3. Write only on one side of the paper, and do not write to the

left of the red marginal line.

4. If unable to answer any question, write its proper number, and
opposite the same write, " I cannot answer."

5. In answering questions in Arithmetic, Algebra, etc., give the
work as well as the answer.

6 After beginning a set of questions, do not leave the room -mth-

out the permission of the examiner in charge until that exercise is

completed.
7. During the examination, avoid, with the utmost strictness, all

communication with other candidates, with visitors, or with an}'- one
else, except the examiners, whether by talking, signs, notes, or other-

wise. Any violation of this rule will cause your exercise to be re-

jected.

8. Referring to text books, or to written or printed abstracts, or

memoranda of uny land connected with the subject of examination,
or having such book, abstract or memoranda in your desk or about
your person, will cause your exercise to be rejected.

9. As soon as one exercise is finished, hand it to the examiner in

attendance before beginning another.

10. Do not fold the paper containing your answers, and do not
tear off any portion of the sheet that may remain after you have fiji-

Ished a set of questions, but leave the sheet whole, as the paper will

be preserved.

11. A special average vnR be given for coiTectness in Orthography
and Composition, and for legibilit}-, order, neatness, and general ap-
pearance of the examination papers.

12. Be careful to preserve this card of directions and the ques-
tions. They will both be called for at the close of the examination.

No. 72.

—

Calendar of School Elections and Duties.

1. State Board of Education—Meets on the first Thursday in De-
cember, and on the last Thursdays of January and June, annually.

2. Trustees of the School Fund—Meet on the first Monday in April,

annually.

3. State Board of Exayniyicrs—Meets on the Mondays preceding
the last Thursdays of January and June, annually.
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4. County Boards of Examiners—Meet on the last Fridays or Sat-

urdays of February, May, August and November, annually.

5. State Association of School Stqxrintendents—Meets at such times

as the State Board of Education appoints.

6. School Trustees—Elected on the first Monday in September,

annually, and should meet on the first Monday of each month.

7. District Clerks—Elected within ten days after the annual meet-

ing for the election of Trustees, annually.

8. ToivTiship Boards of Trustees—Meet semi-annually, at such

times and places as the County Superintendent may appoint.

9. District Meetingsfor Voting District Tax—Held on the Tuesday

of the week following Town Meeting, annually.

10. Report of the State Board of Education to the Governor—On or

before the tenth of December, annually.

11. Report of the State Superintendent to the State Board of Educa-

lion—On the first Thursday in December, annually.

12. Report of County Swperintendents to the State Superintendent—
On or before the first of October, annually.

13. Report of District Clerks to the County Superintendent—On or

before the first of September, annually.

14. Report of Teachers to Trustees—At the close of each quarter's

teaching.

15. Monthly Reports hy County Suferintendents—To the State Su-
perintendent on the first Monday of each month.

16. Financial Statement of Toionship Collector to Townsldp Com-
mittee and, County Superintendent—On or before the first Monday in

April, annually.

17. Financicd Statement of District Clerics to Toionship Committee—
On or before the first Monday in April, annually.

18. Financial Statement of District Clerks to the County Superin-

tendent—On or before the first Monday in April, annually.

19. Assessor Makes Returns to the Collector—Within fifteen days
after the first Monday in September, annually.

20. Township and District School Taxes—Collected and due the

Trustees by the first of December, annually.

21. District Census—Taken between the first and the twentieth

days of August, annually.

22. Apportionment of State Appropriation to the Counties—Made by
the State Superintendent on or before the first Monday in April, an-

nually.

23. Apportionment of State App/ropriation ami To^vnskip School

Taxes to the Districts—Made by the County Superintendent on or

before the first of May, annually.

24. Copy of Ajyportionment—Made by the County Su23erintendent

and furnished to each Township Collector and District Clerk within

twenty days after the apportionment is made.
25. Stcde Appjropricdion—Paid in three installments ; first on the

15th of May, second on the 15th of August, and third .on the 15th of

November.
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26. Visitation of Schools—Each school visited by the County Su-
perintendent twice every year.

27. Agricultural College—Candidates examined by the County Su-
perintendents at the quarterly examination on the last Friday or
Saturday in August, annually.

28. School Holidays—Christmas day, first day of January, fourth
day of July, and such days of fasting or thanksgiving as may be
appointed by the President of the United States or by the Governor
of this State.

29. School Year—Commences on the first of September and ends
on the thirty-first of August.

30. Fiscal Year—Commences on the first of April and ends on the
thirty-first of March.
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RULES AND EEGULATIONS FOE THE GO^^ENMENT
OF SCHOOL OFFICEES,

^

Adopted by the State Boaed of Educatio}^ May 8, 1867, and
AMENDED JuNT: 25, 1868, IN CONFOEMITY WITH THE ACT ENTITLEF
" As' Act to Establish a System of Public Insteuction," (Ari
I, Sec. 2, Clause 1.)

I.

—

county boaed of examinees.

1. The County Superinteudent, together with those whom he may
appoint as County Examiners, will hold four stated meetings for the

esamiaation of teachers during each year in such places in the county
as are most convenient of access to the teachers. The first examin-
ation wiU be held on the last Friday or Saturday in February ; the
second on the last Friday or Saturday in May ; the third on the last

Friday or Saturday in August : and the fourth on the last Friday or

Saturday in November.
2. He will issue Certificates of three grades, to be called respect-

ively, First, Second and Third Grade County Certificates.

3. Candidates for the Third Grade County Certificate are to be not
less than sixteen years old. No experience in teaching will be re-

quired. Applicants for a Third Grade Certificate v>"ill be examined
in Orthography, Eeading, "Writing, Geography, Practical Arithmetic,

and English Grammar. The license will continue in force for one
year.from date.

4. Candidates for the Second Grade County Certificate are to be
not less than seventeen years old, with an experience in teaching of

not less than one year. The examination will be the same as that

for the Third Grade Certificate, with the addition of the History of

the United States, Book-Keeping and Theory and Practice of Teach-
ing. The hcense will continue in force for two years from date.

5. Candidates for the First Grade County Certifccde are to be not
less than eighteen years old, with an experience in teaching of not
less than two years. The examination will be the same as that for

the Second Grade Certificate, with the addition of Physiology, Natu-
ral Philosophy, English Composition, Algebra, the Constitution of

the United States, and the School Law of New Jersey. The License

will remain in force for three years from date.
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6. A new set of questions will be prepared for each County Ex-
amination under the direction of the State Superintendent, and ten

questions will be given in each study.

II.—STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

7. The State Board of Examiners, consisting of the State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction and the Principal of the State Nor-
mal School, will hold two examinations during each year, in January
and June, at the State Normal School in Trenton,

8. This Board will grant Certificates of three grades, to be called

respectively, Fhst, Second and Third Grade State Certificates, the

third or lowest grade ranking one degree above the highest grade
issued by County Boards of Examiners.

9. Candidates for the Third Grade State Ceiiificatf arc to be not

less than nineteen years old. They will be examined in the following

branches, to wit : Spelhng, Reading, Penmanship, Book-Keeping,
Geography, English Grammar, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry,
Trigonometry, History and Constitution of the United States, Natu-
ral Philosophy, Chemistry, Geology, Botany, Physiology, Theory and
Practice of Teaching, and the School Law of New .Jersey. The
license will remain in force for five years from date.

10. Candidates for the Second Grade State Certificate are to be not
less than twenty-one years of age, with an experience in teaching of

not less than two years. The examination will be the same as that

requked for a Third Grade Certificate. The license v>dll remain in

force for seven years from date.

11. Candidates for the First Grade State Certifi'mte are to be not

less than twenty-five years old, vnth. an experience in teaching of not
less than four years. The examination will be the same as that re-

quh'ed for the Second or Third Grade Certificate, with the addition

of any two of the following works that each candidate may choose,

namely : Hart's In the School Room, Well's Graded Schools, Ab-
bott's Teacher, Barnard's American Pedagogy, Barnard's American
Normal Schools, Herbert Spencer'sEducation, Wickersham'sMethods
of Instruction, Wickersham's School Economy, Russell's Normal
Training, Jewell's School Government, Emerson and Potter's School
and Schoolmaster, Sheldon's Elementary Instruction, Ogden's Sci-

ence of Teaching, Northend's Teacher's Assistant, Northend's Teacher
and Parent, Sewell's Principles of Education, and Burion's Culture

of the Obser-ving Faculties. Each candidate will also be required

to dehver a lecture to a class on some subject previously assigned by
the Examiners, and to draw up a plan for organizing the schools of

some large city. The license will be good for life.

Note.—Candidates for the First Grade State Certificate are requested to give early

notice of their intention to apply in order that a topic for lecture may be assigned to

each. They are also requested to give notice of the t-^'o works from the prescribed

list on which they desire to be examined.
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III.—GENEBAL INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO BOTH COUNTY AND STATE
CERTIFICATES.

12. With the exception of Reading, Vocal and Instrumental Music,

Elocution, Drawing and School Gymnastics, all examinations are to

be conducted in writing.

13. XJj)on each Teacher's Certificate will be written the special

average in each study and the general average, each marked as a
percentage upon the scale of 100.

14. A special average will be given for correctness in Orthography
and Comijosition, and for neatness, order and general appearance of

the Examination Papers.

15. Special credit marks will be allowed for ability to teach Music,
Drawing, Elocution, and School Gymnastics.

16. No hcense will be granted to a teacher whose general average
falls below 70, or whose special average in any one of the studies

required for the Third Grade County Certificate shall be less than 70.

17. All candidates are required to furnish testimonials from School
Trustees or other responsible persons as to their moral character,

and as to the time and place in which they have taught, and their

success therein.

18. The Second and Third Grade County Certificates will be good
only for the county in which they are issued. The First Grade
County Certificates and aU the State Certificates will be good for

all parts of the State.

19. All Certificates will be liable to be revoked for cause.

lY.—COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

20. It shall be the duty of each County Superintendent to visit

every school in his county at least twice in each year, and oftener if

practicable.

21. He shall note at such visits in a book provided for the pur-
pose, to be designated " The Superintendent's Visiting Book," the
condition of the school buildings and out-houses, the appearance and
correctness of the records kept in the school registers, the efiiciency

of the teachers, the character, record and standing of the pupils, the
methods of instruction, the branches taught, the text-books used, and
the discipline, government and general condition of each school

;

and from the notes thus taken he shall ascertain and report the rela-

tive gi-ade of merit of each school.

22. He shall give such directions in the science, art and methods
of teaching as he may deem expedient, and shall be the ofl&cial ad-
viser and constant assistant of the School Officers of his county.
(School Law, Sec. 28.)

23. He shall distribute promptly all reports, forms, laws, circulars

and instructions which he may receive from and in accordance with
the directions of the State Superintendent.
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24. He sliall take care that the decisions of the State Superin-
tendent or of the State Board of Education upon controversies relat-

ing to the school laws of the State or to the miles and regulations

prescribed by the State Board of Education be comphed with by
the parties concerned ; and in case such decisions are not complied
with, he shall inform the State Superintendent thereof, and state the

circumstances connected therewith. (School Law, Sec. 28.)

25. He shall carefully preseiTe all reports of school officers and
teachers, and all the examination papers of teachers examined by
the County Board of Examiners, and, generally, shall caiTy out the

provisions of the law " Establishing a System of Public Listruction,"

and the rules and regulations prescribed by the State Board of Ed-
ucation, and at the close of his official term shall deliver to his suc-

cessor all records, books, documents, papers and property belonging
to the office.

26. No County Superintendent shall act as agent for any author,

publisher or bookseller, nor directly or indirectly receive any gift,

emolument or reward for his influence in recommending or procuring
the use of any book or school apparatus or furniture of any kind
whatever in any public school ; and any one who shall violate this

pro-\dsion shall be subject to removal fi'om office.

27. He shall meet each Township Board of Trustees at least twice

each year, which meetings shall be held at such times and places

as he may appoint. (School Law, Sec. 40.)

28. He shall ascertain from the Township Collectors, within five

days after the annual town meetings, the amount of school tax or-

dered to be assessed in each township, and on or before the first day
of May of each year he shall apportion, according to law, to the sev-

everal to"«Tiships and school districts of his county, all the school

moneys to which they are entitled for the following year, whether
received by State appropriation or ordered to be assessed as town-
ship school tax. (School Law, Sec. 21, 22, 23.)

29. He shall encourage and assist in the organization and manage-
ment of County Listitutes, and labor in every practicable way to

elevate the standard of teaching and improve the condition of the

pubhc schools in his county ; he, together with the City Superintend-
ents, if any, of the cities within his county, may organize annually a
Teachers' Institute in the county, when, in his or their judgment,
such an Institute is Hkely to be well attended by the teachers, and
can be so conducted as to advance the cause of education ; the time
and place for holding the Institute, the Instructors, and progi'amme
of exercises for the same, shall be such as the County and City
Superintendents may agree upon, and as the State Superintendent
may approve ; the County Superintendent shall act as Treasm'er
and Secretary of the Institute, and shaU receive the State Appro-
priation from the State Superintendent, out of which he shall pay
the necessary expenses ; a fuU report of each Institute shall be fur-

nished by the Secretary to the State Superintendent
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30. He shall inquire and ascertain whether the boundaries of the
school districts in his county are definitely and plainly described,

and shall keep in his ojBSce a full and correct transcript of such
boundaries, a map of which he shall furnish to the State Superin-
tendent of PubUc Instruction ; in case the boundaries of any of the

school districts are conflicting or incorrectly described, or for any
good reasons should be changed, he shall, upon consultation with
the trustees of the districts concerned, harmonize, describe, and
change them, and make a report of such action to the State Board
of Education ; and on being ratified by said Board, the boundaries
and descriptions so made shall be the legal boundaries and descrip-

tions of the districts of the county. (Sec. 24.) After the boundaries
of the districts of any county shall have been definitely determined
by the action of the County Superintendent and the State Board of

Education, the County Superintendent shall proceed to renumber
them from number one to a number equal to the number of districts

in the county, inclusive ; and no further changes shall be made un-
less the consent of the State Board of Education shall have been
first obtained, as is herein provided. (School Law, Sec. 38.)

RULES AND REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JUNE 25, 1868.

31. No contract between a board of trustees and a teacher shall

at any time be made which •^dll be binding upon a succeeding board,
or which will prevent such succeeding board from continuing or an-
nulling the same or forming a new contract at their pleasure.

32. No changes in the boundaries of districts in which district

taxes have been ordered shall be made between the times of order-
ing and assessing the same.

33. In case a district is situated partly in two or more adjoining
townships in which the school tax per child is not the same, then the
truRtess thereof shaU have authority to charge such tuition fees for

those children coming from that portion of the district lying in the
township or townships in which the school tax is less than the maxi-
mum amount raised in either of the said townships as will equahze
the amount received for each scholar.

34. Each County Superintendent shall, upon the first Monday in

each month, send to the State Supeiintendent a brief report respect-
ing the condition and progress of education in his county, and the
work he has performed in connection T\ith the duties of his office.






