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REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

December, 1877.

To the Hoiiorahle the Senate rjmcl General Assembly of the State of
Ne%o Jersey

:

As by law required, the State Board of Education submits to

your honorable bodies a report of its proceedings, and of the suc-

cess of our common school system for the year.

The stated meetings of the board were regularly held, and were
well attended, and among the duties discharged by the board was
the appointment of County Superintendents; the auditing of

accounts for expenses incurred in carrying into effect the require-

ments of the "Act Establishing the Board of Education," and the

deciding of an appeal from the decision of a County Superintend-

ent, and of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, which
were unanimously affirmed by the board. The decision was against

a teacher who claimed pay for an entire year, although he was only

engaged in teaching for three months, the trustees refusing to let

him have chai-ge of the school any longer, and alleging that they

had employed him by the month.
The report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,

which contains all necessary facts in reference to the schools, is

herewith submitted to the Legislature.

The board desires to call special attention to the following state-

ments taken from the State Superintendent's report, viz.:

1. That the nuniher of Public Schools supported by the

State during the year was ------ 1,367

2. That the number of teachers was . - . . H,310

3. The number of scholars enrolled,----- 198,109

4. Increase in the number of teachers, - - - - 36

5. Increase in the nutnber of pupils, . . - . 2,457

The number of applicants for license to teach in the Public

Schools was larsjer than usual, and the number denied license was
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greater by two hundred and two than in any of the years previous,

the whole number refused license this year being nine hundred and
fifteen, and this refusal was in no small degree due to the raising

of the standard of scholarship required for license, and to more
rigid examinations.

The Centennial Educational Fxhibit has been placed on perma-
nent exhibition in a room provided ibr it in the State House. It

attracts many visitors, and it is hoped that it may prove to be the

nucleus of a growing museum of valuable school work, to which
additions shall be continually made by the teachers and pupils of

our Public Schools.

During this year, 1877, there have been employed in the schools

of the State one hundred and eighty two graduates of the Normal
School, and one hundred and forty-eight undergraduates.

The pupils in this institution pledge themselves to teach two
years in the State, but it is estimated that, on an average, the

graduates teach in the Public Schools four years and a-half, and
the undergraduates over two years and a-half.

The above statistics show a gratifying result from our common
school system, the benefits of which, it is believed, will become
more and more a])parent every year ; and, in this connection, the

Board of Education retVrs, witli pleasure, to the fidelity with which
those charged with the duty of conducting the operations of our
school system, including the Noi-mal, Model and Common Schools,

have devoted themselves to their work.
By order of the board,

J. D. BEDLE, President.



REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

Department of Public Instruction, )

Trenton, N. J., November Jst, 1877. j"

To the Honorable the Members of the State Board of Education

:

Gentlemen—In obedience to the requirements of the school law,

I have the honor to present to you the tbllovving report of the work-
ings of the Public School system of the State of New Jersey, for

the school year ending August 31st, 1877.

The fnllowing is a brief summary of the amount of money re-

ceived from the various sources named, and appropriated to the

support of Public Schools :

"
-^. I

Amount of two-mill tax appropriated by the State, |1, 193,677 42
Additional State appropriation, . . - . 10(',o00 00
Township school tax, ..--.. 3' ,052 GO
Interest of surplus revenue, . . . . 33,891 20
District and city school tax for teachers' salaries, 3 1,524 '56

$1,659,145 18

District and city school tax for building and repairing

school-houses, ....-- 391,753 83

Total amount appropriated for all school purposes, $2,05",899 01

Total valuation of school property in the State, - 6,518.504 UO

Total census of children between iive and eighteen

years of age, 318,378
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In the following table, a general summary of statistics for this

year is given, and compared with similar statistics of last year

:

SUMMAKY OF STATISTICS.

rUOKEASE OB

SEOBEASE.

REVENUE.

Two-mill tax appropriated by the State
Additional State appropriation
Township school tax
Interest of surplus revenue
District and city tax for teachers' salaries
District and city tax for building school-houses...
Total amount for maintaining the scnools
Total amount, including that raised for building.
Value of school property

DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX.

Number of districts that raise tax to pay teachers' salaries.
Number of districts that raise tax to build school-houses....
Number of districts that raise no tax

COST OF EDUCATION.

Average cost per pupil, calculated on total school census..
Average cost per pupil, calculated on average attendance.

NUMBER OF TEACHERS.

Hales...,
Females.

Average salary per month paid to male teachers
Average salary per month paid to female teachers.

TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES GRANTED.

jNumber granted to males...
(Number granted to females..
^Number granted to males ...
(Number granted to lemales .

\ Number granted to males
(Number granted to females .

Total number granted to males
Total number granted to lemales
Total number granted
Total number of applicants rejected

First grade.

Second grade.

Third grade,

SCHOOL DISTRICTS, HOUSES, &o.

Number of townships and cities
Number of school districts
Number of school buildings
Number of school departments
Number of unsectarian private schools
Number of sectarian private schools
Number of school visits made by County Superintendents

CONDITION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

Number of districts in which the school-houses are very poor.
Number in which they are poor
Number in which they are medium
Number in which they are good
Number in which they are very good
Number of new houses erected
Number of school-houses refurnished or remodeled
Number of districts without school-houses

$1225462 19
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS—(Continued)

VALUATION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

Number of hiilUlintss valued at $100 or less

Number valued lienveeu $100 and $500
Number valueil lietweeu SSO^and $1,000
Number valued benveeu $1,000 and $5.000
Number valued betiveen $5,000 aad $10,000
Number valued between $10,000 aod .$20,000

Number valued above $20,000
Average value of school-houses outside the cities .

Average value. Including those lu the cities

PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE.

•Percentage attending 10 months
Percentage attending betvTei-n H and 10 months
Percentage attending between 6 and 8 months
Percentage attemlmg between 4 and 6 months
Percentage attending less than 4 months
Percentage of average attendance
Percentage attending the public schools
Percentage attending the private schools
Percentage attending no school
Percentage of census the schools will accommodate.

SCHOOL TERMS.

Number of districts that maintained school less than 6 months..
Number that maintained scliool 6 months but less than 9 mouths
Number that maintained school 9 munihs or more
Average time the schools have been kept 0[jen

DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS.

Number of districts with less than 45 children
Number having between 45 and 80 children
Number having between 80 and 120 children
Number having between 120 and 200 children
Number having between 200 and 500 children
Number having more than 500 children
Average number in the districts, excluding the cities

Average number in the districts, including the cities

20
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purposes of building and repairing school honses this year, is

$39 1,758. S3, against S407,767.T0 nse'd for these purposes last year,

being a decrease of $i6, .3.87 The total amount set apart for all

school purposes this year, is $2,"5", 809. t»l, being a decrease of

$64,391.19 from the total amount of last year.

The districts this year, excepting those entitled to $350, will re-

ceive less per child from the State this year than last. Last year
the amount apportioned per capita was $4.24, while this year it is

but $4.11. This deduction is due to two causes^first, a decrease

of $ 1 5.892.38 ' in the taxat-le propertj' of the State, making a
difference of $31,784.77 in the amount derived from tlie two-mill

tax ; and second, an increase in the school census three thousand five

hundred and tifty-two, upon which tiie present apportionment is

based. To these two pauses is due the reduction of thirteen

cents per child, received by the counties. But the apportiontnent

to the districts, excepting those receiving $i5u, suffers a greater

reduction still. On account of the first reduction of thirteen cents

per child, it takes a greater niimher of children to entitle a dis-

trict, upon the per capita apportionment, to $35'', than before ; and
as all districts having less than this number of children, and
more than forty-five, are entitled to $ i5 each, the number of

such districts is evidently increased, and the amount of m^ney
apportioned them is correspondingly greater. Thus, there is less

remaining, per child, for the balance of the districts. This reduc-

tion, per child, to the large districts, and to those having less than

forty-five children, varies in the different counties, amounting in

the aggregate to about twenty five cents per child.

Every branch of business is affected more or less by the finan-

cial depression which still continues throughout the country, and it

is to be expected that our schools will suffer likewise. Still it is

very much to be regretted, that in a matter of such vital import-

ance as the education of the children, the standard we had
reached cannot be maintained. In the year 1875 the schools re-

ceived $4-.6l per child from the State. Since then, on account of

the gradual shrinkage of values, the State ratables have yearly

decreased, and the amount now derived from the State school tax

amounts to fifty cents per child less than it did five years ago Not
only is the amount thus n-ceived from the State so much less than

formerly, but the amount derived trom local taxation has suffered a

corresponding reduction. If the ratables continue to decrease, and
there is corresponding falling off in local taxes, our school interests

will suffer serious injury. It is greatly to be hoped that there will

be an improvement in the business intei'ests of the country soon, so

that our school revenue may increase to what it was in 1875. To
give us the amount then received per child, would require a tax of

two and one-quarter mills on a dollar.
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LOCAL TAXATION.

In two hundred and seventy-three districts the schools have been
supported in part by district tax voted by the people. In many
districts the sum received from tlie State is not sufficient to main-
tain a good school, and in these two hundred and seventy three

the people have manifested their liberality, and the inteiest

they feel in the education of their children, by voting this additional

tax. In three hundred and seventy-three, taxes have been as-

sessed for building and repairing school houses, a decrease of forty-

one. Eight hundred and seventy-eight districts raise no district

tax, an increase of nineteen.

TEACHERS AND SALARIES.

The number of male teachers employed during the year has been
nine hundred and fifty-four, and the number of female teachers two
thousand three hundred and fifty-six, a decrease of twenty-four

males and an increase of fifty females. The male teachers receive

$63.78 per muntii, as an average salary, a decrease of ^2.64 on the

average amount paid last year ; the feujales received $37.04, a de-

crease of thirty five cents. Tne salaries in Essex county average
higher than in any other county in the State; Hudson ranks next,

and then Union. The salaries of male teachers in Camden and
Passaic rank next to those in Union. The lowest average for male
teachers is paid in Salem county, and the lowest for females in

Hunterdon. This decrease in Teachers' salaries is due to the le-

duced amounts wliich the disti'icts receive from the State. These
reductions have been general throughout the State. In the cities,

as well as in the country districts, the boards of trustees have been
compelled to reduce, in this way, their school expenses. Many of

the male teachers have left the profession, and sought other employ-
ment, because they were unable to support themselves upon the

salaries ottered, and tlieir places have been taken by females.

The decrease in the number of males, as well as the increase in the

number of females, as shown above, is thus accounted for.

teachers' certificates.

Of first grade county certific:ites, eighty-three have been issued

to male teachers, and thirty-four to females ; of the second, one
hundred and twenty-four to males, and one hundred and thirty-one

to females ; and of the third, five hundred and forty-eight to males,

and one thousand and ninety-two to females. The number of first

grade certificates issued this year is five more than last, being an
increase of thirteen in the number issued to males, and a de-

crease of eight to females. Of the second grade, there is a decrease

of ten issued to males, and an increase of twelve to females. The
number of applicants rejected at the county examinations was nine
hundred and tifteen, being an increase of two hundred and two over
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the number last year. The percentage of rr^jections in the several
counties ranges from thirteen hundredths to forty seven hundredths,
the lowest being in Mercer and the highest in Sussex. The rejec-
tions in Somerset were forty-two hundredths; in Cumberland, forty-

one hundredths; in Burlington, thirty-nine hundredths, and in

Gloucester and Morris, thirty eight hundredths. The percentage
of rejections this year in the whole State is twenty nine hundredths,
being four hundredths more than last, (Jne certificate was revoked
in Mercer county. The number of applicants that applied for ex-
amination, during the past year, is much greater than during any
previous year, and the number of rejecKons greatly exceeds those of
any other year.

Four examinations are held each year. These occur on the last

Satui-days of November, February, May and August. The questions
used are uniform throughout the State, being furnished by the State
department. The sj'stem of marking practised by the several
County Superintendents is in accordance with instructions given,
and is, therefore, uniform. Thus the grade of certificates granted
means the same in one county as in another. This entire uniformity
in our examinations proves to be a valuable feature of our school
system. Only one other State has a similar system. In addition
to the three grades of certificates which are issued by the County
Superintendents and their assistant examiners, three others are
granted by the State Board of Examiners. Thus, in all, six difl['er-

ent grades of certificates are issued.

The following table gives the number of teachers in the counties,

respectively, holding each grade.

TABLE SHOWING THE NDMBER OF TEACHERS HOLDING EACH GRADE OF CERTIFICATE.

State Certificateg. i County Certificates.
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The total number of State certificates held, is two hundred and
twenty-nine, of which, as appears in the above table, forty-seven

are of the first grade, seventy-seven of the second, and one hundred
and five of the third. The total number of county certificates is

two thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, of which four hundred
and three are of the first grade, six huiulred and seven of the
second, and one thousand eight hundred and forty-two of the third.

One per cent, of the total number held are first grade State, two
per cent, are second grade, and four per cent, are third grade.

Thirteen per cent, are of the first grade county, twenty per cent,

are of the second grade, and sixty per cent, are of the tiiird grade.

It is to be regretted tliat so large a percentage of our teachers hold
the lowest grade certificate. Most of these have had but a limited

experience ; a considerable number, however, have taught long
enough to secure higher grades, and it is evidence of lack of

energy, that they are satisfied with the lowest.

USE OF TEXT BOOKS IN RECITATIONS.

Of the three thousand and eighty-one teachers in the State, one
thousand and seventy-four, or more than one-third of the entire

number, are reported as confined to text-books while conducting
recitations. This is greatly to be deplored. No good work can be
done by a teacher who is obliged to have the text book before him,

in order to know whether the pupils are reciting the lesson correctly

or not. If this constitutes teaching, then it is only necessary for

one to know how to read to take charge of any school. For arith-

metic, keys giving solutions of the problems can be secured, and
for most of the other studies it is only necessary for the teacher to

observe that the language of the text-book is followed. At every
recitation, thus conducted, the teacher confesses before his pupils,

that he, who has taught the subject being recited for years, knows
less about it than the little children who have had but a single day
for preparation. The book in the hands of the teacher prevents
his giving proper attention to the class; it seriously interferes

with the free activity of his mind. With his attention confined

to his book, he neither sees the difficulties the pupils may be
laboring under in their comprehension of the subject, nor is his

mind sufficiently free to devise apt illusti'ations, or to give the

needed explanations to remove those difficulties. If all such
teachers will lay at^ide the text- book in hearing recitations, they
will soon find it easy to get along without it, and their teaching

will be much more efficient, pupils will make more rapid progress,

and the teachers will have increased cotjfidence in themselves.

A teacher who has his subject so completely at his command that

he needs no book to assist him in the recitation room, experiences

a pleasure in teaching, unknown to the one who is a slave to the

text-book.
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS, SCHOOL HOUSES, &C.

Tlie number of school districts in the State is one thousand three

hundred and sixty-seven, a decrease of one; the number of school

buildings, one thousand five hundred and fortN'-six, an increase of

fourteen ; and the number of school departments, three thousand
and eighty-one, an increase of thirty -five. The number of unsec-

tarian private schools is one hundred and ninety eight, a decrease
of thirty-seven ; the number of sectarian private schools, eighty-

eight, a decrease of fifteen.

CONDITION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

During the year, twenty-six new school-houses have been erected

—a decrease of twenty-one; and thirty five old buildings have
been repaired—thirty-one less than last year. The amount of

money expended for building and repairing has been 8-^07,767.70,

and the amount ordered to be raised for the same purpose next
year is $391,753.83. The total valuation of the school pioperty is

$6,518.504—an increase of $68,9^8 over that of last year. The
nutnber of school-houses denominated very poor, shows an increase

this year of two, being seventy-seven as against seventy five last

year; those denominated poor, one hundred and one—an increase

of three; medium, two hundred and fifty-two—an increase of

three; good, four hundred and sixty-four—a decrease of twenty-
six; and very good, four hundred and sixty-nine—an increase of

eigliteen.

The scliool-houses denominated very poor are distributed through-

out the State as follows :

Twelve
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seven l)etween $1000 and S5000—a deci"ease of twenty-two
; eighty-

seven between S50< and §10,000—a decrease of thirty ; fifty-seven

between Sl<',0''0 and S2(i,0l'(>— an increase of six; and sixty-seven

above S'J(>,000—a decrease of thirteen.

Of the schools valued at $500 or less

—

Seventeen are in

Foiii-
"

Fii'ty-ihree
"

Tliirteen
"

Eight
Twelve "

Three "

Fifteen
"

Thirtv-five "

Twelve
Seventeen "

Eleven "

Nineteen "

Fifteen "

Six
Twenty -seven "

Twelve "

Fortv-nine "

Two"
Thirty-six "

Atlantic coiHity, being
Ber<;en

"

Burlington "' "

Camden " "

(ape May "

Cumberland " "

Essex
Gloucester " "

Hunterdon " "

Mercer " "

Middlesex " "

Monmouth " "

Morris " "

Ocean " "

Passaic

Salem " "

Somerset " "

Sussex
Union
Warren " "

.36 1
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were constrncted upon a principle that can hardly be called scien-

tific or hygienic; still there are six hundred and forty-ibnr houses
in the State where these rude desks and seats are still to be found.

The seating in all these is not equally primitive. In some the

desks have been constructed by a carpenter, and may be considered

fair, in others the original style of our forefathers is adhered to

—

the desk is against the wall on three sides of the room, and in front

of these are rough board seats, without backs, and sufficiently

elevated to place the floor beyond the reach of the teet of the little

victims, who daily are obliged, for causes unknown, to endure the

punishment of sitting upon them. The modern desks, such as are

found in the market, are so constructed as to afford the greatest

possible comfort to the children. The form and curvature of the

back and seat are such as to give the best and most healthy posi-

tion to the child. At the Ceritermial, nearly every foreign country
exhibited specimens of school desks, and none of them were equal
in finish and fornj to the American desk. Since such excellent

desks may be had, it is greatly to be regretted that all of our
schools are not supplied with them. The number of buildings thus
furnished is nine hundred and two.

Many of the schools are greatly in need of maps, globes and dic-

tionaries ; seven hundred and tvvenly are without maps and charts;

nine hundred and twenty-two are without globes; and three hun-
dred and fort^^-two have neither dictionaries or gazetteers.

One hundred and seventy-three schools are reported as not pre-

senting a tidy appearance when last visited by the County Super-
intendents. Children are wonderfully susceptible to surrounding
influences, and everything ])ertaining to the school where the child

receives his training, should, therefore, be neat and orderly.

ATTENDANCE.

The total school census this year is three hundred and eighteen

thousand three hundred and seventy-eight, an increase since last

year of three thousand Ave hundred and tifty-two. The attendance

during the year has been as follows

:

Total enrollment in the Public Schools, - - - 198.Y09
Number that attended ten months, . . . . 12,868

" " " between eight and ten months, 4 ,725
« " " " six and eight months, - 37,084
•' " " " four and six months, 35,835
" " " less than four months, - - 72,197

Average attendance upon the Public Schools, - - 107,961
Number that attended private schools, ... 42,-08

" " " no school, - - - 72,389
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The percentage of attendance is given in the following table:

PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE.

Percentage of total census attending the Public Schools, - .63
" attending the private schools, ... 14.

" " no school, .23
" of total enrollment attending ten months, - .06
" of total eniollment attendino- between eisht and

ten raontlis, -.._.. ,20
" of total enrollment attending between six and eight

months, ....... 19
" of total enrollment attending between four and six

months, - - - - - - - .18
" of total enrollment attending less than four months, .37
" of average attendance, .57
" of census the schools will accommodate, - ,51
" of census the schools in the cities will accommo-

date, .51
" of census the schools outside the cities will accora-

date, - .72

The percentage of total eni'ollment has decreased seven percent,
from last year ; the attendance for ten months increased one per
cent. ; the attendance between eight and ten months increased three

per cent. ; the attendance between six and eight months decreased
one per cent. ; the attendance between four and six months de-

creased two per cent., and the attendance less than four months
decreased one per cent. The attendance upon the public and private

schools is seventy-seven per cent, of the total school census. If the

number f'f children between the ages of five and seven, and sixteen

and eighteen years be taken from the census, it will show that

nearly all children between seven and sixteen years of age attend
school at least part of the year.

SCHOOL TERMS.

The average length of time the schools have been kept open has
decreased this 3'ear, being nine months and four days, or eight days
less than last year. Twelve hundred and seventy-live districts have
kept their schools open the time required by law, an increase of

fifteen, and only ninety-three a less time. In only thirteen districts

were the schools open less than six months, a decrease of four from
last year. It will be observed that the provision of the law re-

quiring the schools to be kept open nine months is more than com-
plied with in nearly all the districts of the State.

2
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DISTfilCT SCHOOL CENSUS.

The total number of school districts with less than forty-five

children each, is seventy-seven, a decrease of seven from last year;
the nnmher having between forty-five and eigiiry, is live hundred
and sixty-eight, an increase of eight

; the numl)er having between
eighty and one hundred and twenty, is three hundred and sixty-

four, a decrease of six ; the number having between one hundred
and twenty and two hundred, is twohundn-d and three, an ir. crease

of seven; the nunjber having between two hundred and five hun-
dred, is ninety-tive. a decrease of four; and the numl>er having
over five hundred, is sixty-one, an increase of two. The average
nuinljer in the districts throughout the State is one hundred and
forty-nine, an increase of ore.

SCHOOL CENSUS—ACCOMMODATIONS AND ATTENDANCE IN THE CITIES.

The following table will show the changes in the school census,

attendance, average attendance, and accommodations in tiie cities,

during the year:

AllanticCity 71 increaBe. No change. 17 decrease.
Brj.igeion 62 increase. No change. 40 increase.
Camden 5411 increase. 600 increase. 2257 increase.
EliZHl»-lh 157 increase. No change. 565 decrease.
Gloucester City 17 increase. No change. 51 decrease.
Hoboken 431 increase. No change. 141 increase.
Jersey City 569 decrease. 592 increase. 787 decrease.
Millriile 14 decrease. Nucbange. 15 increase.
Newnrk 59 increase. No change. 161 increase.
Ne«- Brunswick 540 increase. No change. 87 increase.
Orange 257 increase. No change. 166 increase.
Passaic City 192 increase. No change. 130 increase.
PatersoD 1211 increase. Nochange. 461 increase.
Perth Annboy 1:22 increase. Nochange. 4 decrease.
PhilMpsburg 129 decrease. 168 decrease. 39 decrease.
Plainfield 23 increase. Nochange. 80 increase.
Rabway 59 decrease. Nochange. 30 increase.
Salem 6 decrease. Nochange. 77 decrease.
TreotoD 444 inci ease. Nochange. 122 decrease.

The increase in the school census in the cities is three thousand
three hundred and forty nine ; the increase in school accommoda-
tions is one thousand and twenty four; the increase in the enroll-

ment is one thousand nine hundred and fiftj'-three ; and the in-

crease in average attendance, one thousand seven hundred and
fifty two. The average cost per pupil for tuition, based upon the
average attendance, is lowest in Millville, being $7.00; while it is
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highest in Phiinfield, being $24.41 per pnpil. Tlie average cost
per pnpil, based on the entire school census, is lowest in Perth
Anihoy, being $8 45, and highest in Atlantic City, being $8.(>4.

Accommodations for the largest ])ercenttige of the school census is

furnished by Plainfield. I'he cities that provide accommodations
for titty per cent, or more of the census, are Plaintield, Millville,

Bridgetoii, PhilJipsburg, Atlantic City, Ilahvvay, Salem, Paterson,
and Camden. In several of the larger cities additional school
buildings are sadly needed.

CERTIFICATES TO NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES.

ADVANCED COURSE.

RESIDENCE. DATE OF
ISSUE.

DATE OF
EXPIRATION.

GENTLEMEN.
f

William H. Eldridgp Williamstown, Gloucester January 26, 1877. Jamiarj- 26, 1884.
Charles C. Pierce, Jr Salem, Salem " " " "
Mark Riley Sliarptown, Salem " "

i

" "
W. S Apnlegate Harrismiville, (Jlciucester June 28, " June 28, "
Charles Marker Wrlslitstovvn, Burlington.

LADIES.

June 28,

Lydia E. Bennett .Mount Holly, Burlington January 26, 1877. January 26,
Jennie P. Blake Trenlnn, Mercer ""

Liliie Morehouse Mornstown, Morris "

Sarah D. .Myers LumbertMwn. Burlington "

Annie .M. Phelau Gillelte, .Morris "
Isadora Williams Lamliertville, Hunterdon "

Mary O. WooilrulT Trenton, Mercer. "
Kan Borchensius Orange. Essex June 28,
Lucy M. Fleer Newton, Sussex "
Lizzie T. Green Sharptcjwn, Salem "
Mary A. Heulings Trenton, .Mercer "
Lucy A. Joslin Carbondale, Pennsylvania "

Emma A. Lokerson .' Trenton, .Mercer "
Minnie L. Lyon Newark, Essex "
Manda Milliiigton Passaic. Passaic "

Hannah W. .Mitchell Port tlizaheih, ("umberland "
Sara E. .Merry Newark. Passes "
Mary Kuhlma'n Trenton, .Mercer "

Annie B. Smith Trenton, Meicer i

"

Lizzie K Stockton Stockton, Hunterdon "

Mary G. Tiithill Malawan. Monnioutli "

Mary I. Vail Waterloo, Iowa "

Jennie Walters Trenton, Mercer "
Nellie A. Wilkes Tom's Kiver, Ocean I

"

ELEMENTARY COURSE.

RESIDENCE. DATE OF
ISSUE.

DATE OF
EXPIRATION.

LADIES. '

!

Helen C. Seeley Hammonton, ..\tlantic
'January 26, 1877. January 26, 1882,

Martha L. Winans iNewark, Essex " " ••' «
Tacy M. Everett iBelvidere, Warren June 28, " June 28, "
Elizabeth 8. Garretson ISomerviile, .Somerset

I

Mary J. Hare Suifolk, Virginia
Fannie R. Johnson |Mount Holly, Burlington
Elizabeth Poland I Trenton, Mercer
Annis R. Wells IViueland, Cumberland

I
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DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

The following districts have established or added to their free

school libraries during the year:

Atlantic county, 2d application, No. 22; 4th application, No. 36 ;

5th application. No. 50.

Bergen county, 1st application, Nos. 27 and 62 ; 3d application,

Nos. ly, 30 and 37 ; 5th application. No. 6.

Burlington county, 1st application, No. 25 ; 2d application. No.
24- ; 3d application, No. 41 ; 5th application, No. 67 ;

6th applica-

tion. No. 45.

Camden county, 1st application, Nos. 25 and 42 ; 2d application,

No. 30.

Cape May county, 1st application, Nos. 14 and 19 ; 2d applica-

tion. No. 18 ; 3d application. No. 20 ; 5th application. No. 4.

Cumberland county, 2d application. No. 4& ; 5th application,

No. 43.

Essex county, 1st application, Nos. 13 and 19 ; 2d application,

Nos. 4 and 6 ; 3d application, Nos. 7, 22 and 44 ; 4th application,

No. 11 ;
5th application, Nos. 20 and 39.

Gloucester county, 1st application, Nos. 14 and 54 ; 2d applica-

tion, No. 45 ; 6th application, No. 17.

Hudson county, 3d application, No. 12 (schools Nos. 1, 2 and 3) ;

4th application, No. 13 (school No. 10.)

Hunterdon county, 2d application, No. 13.

Mercer county, 3d application, Nos. 30 and 52.

Middlesex county, 1st application, Nos. 23 and 73 (four schools)
;

2d application. Nos. 38 and 73 (one school); 4th application.

No. 15.

'

Monmouth county, 1st application, Nos. 3 and 75.

Morris county, 1st application, Nos. 33^, 54, 69, 81 and 91 ; 2d
application, Nos 32 and 82; 3d application, No. 79; 4th applica-

tion, No. 72; 5th application. No. 76.

Ocean county, 1st application, No. 34.

Salem county, 1st application, No. 8 ; 2d application, No. 68.

Somerset county, 2d application. No. 29 ; 3d application, Nos
12 and 29 ; 5th application, No. 38.

Sussex county, 1st application, Nos. 37, 46 and 101 ; 2d applica

tion. No. 106 ; 3d application. No. 103.

Union county, Ist application, No. 14; 3d application, No. 10

4th application, Nos. 4 and 27.

Warren county, 2d application, Nos. 57 and 92.

Total number of 1st applications during the year, twenty-nine

2d, eighteen ; 3d, eighteen ; 4th, seven ; 5th, nine ; 6th, two. Total

applications during the year, eighty-three.

Three hundred and thirty-four districts have school libraries

sixty-iive have made the first addition, forty-three the second,

thirty-three the third, fifteen the fourth, and two the fifth.
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TEXT BOOKS.

In one Imndred and fifth-seven districts, children are provided
"witli text books, paid tor by district tax. Ihese districts deserve
special commendation. Their action is wise and economical. Next
to irregnlarity of attendance, the greatest difficulty teachers have
to contend with in their work, is a want of a sufficient supply of

uniform text books. In two thirds of the districts of the State, the

County Superintendents, by persistent efforts, have secured uni-

formity of text, books, but where these text books are purchase 1 by
the parents, there are always a gi-eater or less number of children

witiiout the requisite supply. The economy of having the books
furnished by the district is apparent

—

First. The largest discount

can be secured. Parents pay fifty per cent, more for the books
they purchase than the district would be obliged to give. Second.

The books, when owned by the district, continue in use until they
are worn out. They pass from class to class.. There is a very
great saving in this. A single child, or the children of a family,

seldom wear a book out. Every parent knows how frequently he
is obliged to purchase new books, to take the place of others still

in a good or fair condition, which his children have finished.

Third. Changes in school books are too frequent. These changes are

too often made at the request of the teacher, who, upon entering a

new school, finds the books used are not those he is most familiar

with, and others he is most accustomed to are recommended. If

the district furnishes the books, the teacher has not the same oppor-

tunity to secure changes, and they will, therefore, be less frequent.

These changes are not necessary. A good teacher will do as good
work with one series of books as with another. More depends
upon who is behind the book, than what is in it. Foui'ih. The
most important saving is in the time of the children. If the dis-

trict owns the books, a child, upon entering school, is assigned his

place in his classes, and furnished with all the books he needs, with-

out delay. He at once enters upon his w^ork. Where this is not

the case, the teacher first ascertains what books the child requires:

he sends the list to tlie parent. Then there is more or less delay

in purchasing the books. Several days may elapse before the

father becomes entirely satisfied that the books are actually re-

quired, then he finds they cannot be had in the district store, and
the child must wait until some business necessitates a visit to the

city. Thus the child is unable to take his proper place in his

classes, and valuable time is lost.

A uniform series of school books for the State has many warm
advocates, who recommend the passage of a law to accomplish this

end. While, undoubtedly, there are some advantages to be de-

rived from the enactment of such a law, the disadvantages, in my
judgment, more than counterbalance. Evil consequences have
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invariably ensued in States where the experiment lias been tried.

The piilicj is objectionable, because it places too great responsibility

in the hands of the commission or individual authorized to make
the selection. It is not economical, for it gives the monopoly of

the sale of each series of books to one publishing house, and
monopoly prices must be paid. When the prescribed series is

introduced, all books that do not agree with such list, found in the

schools, are rendered worthless, and here is a great loss. When the

commission or individual authorized to prescribe the list changes,

a change of the series of books is likely to follow, which results in

enormous waste. The most important argument that can be ad-

vanced in favor of State uniformity is, that children moving from
one district to another are not obliged to purchase new books, as

is too fieqnently the case when the selection of books is left to the

districts. It is evident, however, that this argument has no force

when the books are not puichased by the parents, but are furnished

by the districts By this plan, greater lil erty is given the districts
;

no danger of monopoly is established; the advantages of competi-

tion are secured, and the children, wherever they move, find the

books they require in the school, and furnished without extra ex-

pense to the parents. In fa<t, we here secure all the advantages
State uniformity could attbrd, and are free from all the disadvan-

tages.

teachers' institdtes.

During the year institutes have been held in all the counties of

the State except Union. The atttendance has ranged from 95 to

98 per cent, of all engaged in the schools. The exercises were
such as are calculated to assist the teachers in their work, and
much good, through the instrumentality of these gatherings, has

been accomplished.
CHANGE OF TEACHERS.

The frequent changes of teachers that occur in most of the dis-

tricts, are greatly deplored. Where this is the case, the progress of

the pupils cannot be continuous. With every new teacher there is

a transition period in all the operations of the school. New
methods of instruction are introduced, and the pupils generally

are required to begin their books anew. Thus, much precious

time is wasted in repeatedly going over the same ground.

During the last round of visitation, the County Superintendents

noted the time the teachers had been teaching in the schools in

which they were then engaged, and the result is given in the fol-

lowing table :
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TABLE BII.WISU LENUTIl <0F TIME TKAOIIKB8 IIAK IIKEN IS TUE &OII<Ji^l.» IN WlllOU THEY WBKK
ENGAGED LAST YEAR.

26
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In the following table is given the number of schools of each pf
the several grades in the counties, respectively :

! c
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Atlantic
Bergen
Bnrll ngton
CHmden
Cape May
Cumberland
Essex
Gloucester
H udson
Hunterdon
Mercer
Middlesex
Monmouth
Morris
Ocean
Passaic
Salem
Somerset
Sussex
Union
Warren

Total 1«2

GBAT>PATEB.
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tional Exhibit. The cases, frames, books and other articles are

arranged nearly as they were at Phihidelphia, and the whole dis-

play presents the same atti-active appearance it did at the exhibi-

tion. Parents, teachers and pnpils of tiie State have thus an
opportunity now of examining this collection of school work with
more care and satisfaction than was possible, because of crowds
and want of time, at the Centennial. The number who daily visit

this new display of the exhibit is evidence of the permanent interest

whicii it is likely to secure. This interest will undoubtedly in-

crease. This collection contains the work of about fourteen thou-

sand pupils. Those who grow to be men and women will rejoice

to have an opportunity to examine the work they did as boys and
girls for the Centennial anniversary of their country's history.

They will examine it then with tar more interest than now.
It is hoped that this exhibit will serve as a nucleus for a growing

museum, where may be gathered and suitably displayed all work
of acknowledged merit which the schools may desire to contribute.

Thus, at all times, an opportunity would be afl'orded every teacher

to contribute such specimens as shall serve as evidence of the

character of work he is doing, and the nature of the results he is

securing. No better plan, in my judgment, can be devised for

stimulating and encouraging pufuls and teachers in their work. A
child is al vays delighted when he is able to do something that can

be seen, and particularly so when the work done possesses merit,

and is not only examined, but receives commendation. A teacher

cannot oifer a greater inducement to his pupils to excel, than to

let it be known that the very best specimen of work done in each
of the branches, pursued during the year, will be forwarded to

Trenton, to be exhibited along with the Centennial work. A
limited amount of such work may be received now and displayed,

but before any general plan is devised for securing aimual con-

tributions of meritorious work from the schools of the State

generally, additional room must be provided.

METRIC SYSTEM.

In the early history of the world, when civilization had made
but little progress, tables of weights and measures were unknown.
Trade was conducted in the form of barter. One article was
exchanged for another, or a single one of a certain description for

several of another. As civilization advanced and wealth increased,

the necessity of a common understanding relative to weights,

measures, and values became apparent. Out of this necessity arose

the various systems that have prevailed among all nations and
tribes. These systems were as numerous as were the centers of
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trade or traffic. Each tribe or clan liad its own. They were in

DO sense reUited to each other; their units were inconiinensiirable
;

and the ratios of increase and decrease were entii-ely the result of

accide)it or caprice. In the commercial world confusion reigned
supreme. As late as tlie year 180", there were in Europe not less

than eighty different lengths for the foot in use. Equal diversity

existed in all measures for weight and capacit3^ In Italy each
province had its own system ; in Germany each state ; in France
each district ; in Switzerland each canton ; and so throughout
Euro])e every local political oi'ganization traded, reckoned, and kept
accounts according to its own arithmetic, which was like no other

arithmetic in the world. Take two cantons of Switzerland, for

instance. In Berne the foot was II. 5i inches; in Zurich it was
11.81 inches. In Berne the unit of weight was 18 64 ounces
avoirdupois; in Zurich it was 18.35 ounces In Berne the measure
of liquid capacity was 1.76 quarts; in Zurich it was 1.92 quarts.

Berne had four different bushels for different substances ; that

for wheat contained 1.55 pecks; in Zurich the measure for the

same substance contained 2.33 pecks. This only illustrates the

confusion that prevailed throughout every country in Europe,
only three-fourths of a century ago. And what made the mat-

ter infinitely worse, these units for weight, measure, and ca-

pacity, wiiich numbered at least five hundred in all, were in-

commensurable. There was, so far as is known, but a single excep-

tion to this. The sagene of Russia, which was their unit of lengtli,

was just seven times as long as the English foot. With this one
exception, there was not a single tei'm used to designate quantity

anywhere in Europe that could be expressed in exact num])ers by
any term used elsewhere. And even this does not illustrate tlie

extent of the confusion that existed ; the multiples and sub-multi-

ples for the increase and decrease of these units, were equally di-

verse. No other cause contributed so largely as this to embarrass
business traiisactions amono; men. Commercial exchanges between
different countries, or between different provinces, cities, or even
individuals of the same country, were subject to continual niisun-

derstanding, confusion, and fiaud. 1 hese eml)arrassments increased

as commercial intercourse increased, until it became apparent that

the only relief possible was that to be found in the general adop-

tion, throughout the world, of one common system of weights and
measures. Until nearly the close of the eighteenth centui-y, how-
ever, nothing seems to have been done looking toward the accom-
plishment of this object. It was reserved for the Constituent

Asseml)ly of France, during the most critical period of that

country's history, to devise, for the common use of all nations, a

system of weights and measures that should be constructed strictly
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according to scientific method. The principles that the assembly
had in view in this undertaking, were:
"That for everything susceptible of being measured or weighed,

there should be only one measure of length, one of weight, and
one of contents, with their multiples and sub divisions exchisively

in decimal proportions, and that the three units used should be coip-

mensnrable."
I will here briefly relate the history of this important under-

taking :

Prince de Talleyrand, in the year 1790, addressed to the Con-
stituent Assembly of France a proposal, in which he urged the

adoption of a new system of weights and measures, that should be
founded upon a single and unalterable standard. This proposal as-

sumed the form of a decree, which was passed by the assembly, and
received the sanction of Louis XVI. on the 22d of August, 1790.

By the terms of this decree the king was requested to write to the

King of Great Britain, inviting him to propose to the Parliament

the formation of a joint commission of members of the " Royal

Society " of England, and of the " Academy of Sciences " of France,

to determine upon a unit for the proposed international system.

On account of the political animosities then existing between
these two countries, the invitation for a conference extended by
France failed to receive acceptance on the part of England. This,

for many reasons, is greatly to be regretted. The matter was then

referred, by a decree of the National Assembly, to a committee of

the Academy of Sciences, consisting of live of the most eminent
mathematicians of the country. Their report was made to the

academyand immediately transmitted to the assembly. This occurred

March i9th, 1791. The committee, in its report, proposed that the

ten-millionth partof the quarter of a meridian betakenas thestandard

unit of linear measure, and that the weight of distilled water at the

point of freezing, measured by a cubical vessel in decimal proj^ortions

to the linear standard, should determine the standard of weight and
capacity. This report received the sanction of the assembly, and
a committee of the academy was appointed to determine the length

of the standard unit for tJie new system. This was a laborious

operation, and consisted in a trigonometrical measurement of an

arc of the meridian extending throtigti France, from Dunkirk to

Barcelona, a work that occupiel seven years. In the year 1799, an

international commission assembled at Paris, on the invitation of

the government, to settle, from the results of the great meridian

survey, the exact length of the rtieter. In this commission were
represented the governments of France, Holland, Denmark,
Sweden, Switzerland, Spain, and the Roman Republic. After the

completion of its labors, the commission proceeded on the 22d of

June, 1799, to deposit, at the Palace of the Archives, in Paris, the
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standard meter bar of platinum, and the standard kilof^ram weight.
These standards have since become the units of weights and meas-
ures for nearly the entii-e civilized globe.

Although the length of the unit, the meter, had been determined
with such extreme care, it was, nevertheless, clear that the measure-
ment of the earth's meridian, or any other unvarying dimension,
could never be made with absolute accuracy. It was, therefore,

evident that if the standard meter at Paris should be desti-oyed at

any time, its exact duplicate could never be ibund. Accordiiigl}^,

on the 24th of September, 1872, the International Metric Commis-
sion, composed of scientific men of all countries, including the
United States, met at Paris, for the purpose of providing against

this danger. They resolved to make a new bar to replace the proto-

type, and to make it out of better material, and with a better cross

section ; and also, that four others should be made and placed in

charge of the International Bureau, to be kept in a comparatively
uniform temperature, for the purpose of studying the etfects of

time, by comparison, at intervals. They also provided that another
similar bar should be kept at invariable temperature in a vacuum.
They even recommended that, for further secuiity, samples be
made of quartz and beryl. The convention also resolved that bars

of the same form, cast from the same ingot of platinum and iridium,

in order that the expansion, contraction, and other moditying in-

fluences, should be the same tor all the bars, should be constructed

for all nations that applied for them. In accordance with the

action of this commission, and in strict conformity with its direc-

tions, an ingot of metal, composed of ninety per cent, of platinum
and ten per cent, of iridium, was cast large enough to make all the

standards required. This casting was made in 1874, and all the

bars were completed in 1875, and nearly every counti-y of the

globe has been supplied with one that has the same Itgal authen-

ticity as the prototype standard itself. Thus nearly every nation

has in its possession a standard for all weights and measures, as un-

alterable and indestructible as modern science and skill, exercising

all possible care and caution, can make it. Every one of these

copies of the prototype is accompanied with its certified equation,

and the length of the Tneter is determined from these rods when
encased in ice. From this standard is derived the units for capacity

and weight, and each nnit increases and diminishes by the ratio of

ten. Thus all the tables agree with our system of notation and
with our currency table. The liter is the unit for measures of

capacity, and is equal in volume to one cubic decimeter. '1 he gram
is the unit for w^eight, and is equal to the weight of one cubic cen-

timeter, or a millimeter, of water at four degrees centigrade. The
relation existing between the ditferent tables is shown in the fol-

lowing tabulation, which represents at one view the entire metric

system

:
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METRIC TABLE.
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Those countries where it may be said with substantial accuracy
that the metric system is already in exclusive use, are printed in

larcje capitals, and those where its use is permissive, in small
capitals.

LIST OF COUNTRIES.

1863 Argentine Confederation.,

1872 1876 AUSTRIA

1836 BELGIU.M

1862 1873 BRAZIL ,

1848 Cnii.i

1857 Costa Riga

Denmark

1856 ECQUADOR

1837 1840 FRANCE...

1872 GERMANY.

1864 Great Britain.

1836
j

Greece

1817 1821 HOLLAND.

1863 ITALY

(Obligatory law incompletely enforced. Metric system used
' in customs.

German names allowed.

Used previously with different nomenclature.

\In some markets, commodities for exportation are quoted
V in the old measures.

The metric system is legal.

vGovernraent was authorized to establish the metric system,
/ but old measures are still used.

Pound of 500 grams, decimally divided, adopted in 1852.

Metric system prescribed, but others still used.

A modified metric system was previously used.

(In some special cases, till 1875 was allowed to complete
( the change. German names are permitted.

("In India special weights and measures may be authorized
i

by the Guvernur-General. The kilogram is called SER.
1 The meter has been adopted in the construction of
I some of India state railways.

The metric system is used with modified nomenclature.

Dutch names are used.

iPreviouslv adopted in some parts of the present kingdom
( of Italy.

1857
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To sura this all up in twenty words, Russia, England and the

United States use the British foot ; the rest of Christendom is com-
mitted to the metric system.

In the year 1871, a bill was introduced in the English Parlia-

ment to render the use of the metric system compulsory, and was
lost by only five votes, the vote standing eighty-two against the
bill and seventy seven for it. From the closeness of this vote, it is

evident that the time for the exclusive use i>f the system through-
out England cannot be ranch longer postponed. Thus, in Europe,
have the countries, in rapid succession, adopted these international

standards. Can any one suppose that the progress already made is

going to be arrested at the point it has now reached? No. The
world must and will have a uniform system of weights and mea-
sures, and the only question that arises is, what system shall it be ?

And here it may be well to state, that except the metric systera

and that which we use, no other one ;existing can be advocated as

having the least claira for the world's adoption. The choice must,
therefore, be between our own and the raetric. It would be ex-

ceedingly flattering to our Yankee pride, if we could convert the

w^hole world to our way of doing business.

Let us examine some of the advantages our system possesses, and
perhaps we may convince the world that it is the best.

Our unit of measurement is the foot ; three of these make a yard
;

five and a-half yards constitute a rod; forty rods a furlong, and
eight furlongs a mile. For surface measure, our square yard is

nine square feet ; our square rod is thirty and one quarter square
yai'ds, or two hundred and seventy-two and one-quarter square

feet; and one acre is one hundred and sixty square rods, or four

thousand eight hundred and forty square yards, or forty-three

thousand five hundred and sixty square feet. It is difficult to com-
prehend anything more ingenious than this.

For capacity our unit is the gallon, or our units, rather, for we
have the advantage of having several of them. These are all re-

lated to the unit of length, and the relation is so simple that it can
be remembered by at least one person in every ten thouf-and. The
dry gallon contains two hundred and eighty-six and eight-tenths

cubic inches, more or less; the wine gallon contains two hundred
thirty-one cubic inches, and the beer gallon two hundred and
eighty-two. Thirty-two of tliese gallons make a barrel of cider

;

thirty-one and one-half, a barrel of ale ; thirty six, a barrel of milk
;

thirty, a barrel of fish, etc., etc. One has almost unlimited free-

dom of clioice to take what he prefers. Our unit of weight is re-

lated to our measure of length ; at least this is the presumption. It

may be expressed approximately by a decimal two miles and a half

in length. It the avoirdupois pound is too heavy, we can take the

Troy pound, which is s^ome lighter. These pounds have the advan-

tage also of being divided differently:—the one into sixteen ounces,
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and the otliei' into twelve. These ounces diffei' also in weight, and,

by a beantitul law of contrarieties, us the avoirdupois pound is

heavier than the pound Troy, the avoirdupois ounce is lighter.

These ounces are divided. into drams, which differ also—the one
is about three times the weight of the other.

Our tables contain ratios or multipliers to suit the most particu-

lar. The beauty of our system in this respect must command the

admiration of all.

We have, atnong these ratios, three 2's ; nine 3's ; two 4's ; four 5's
;

one T; live 8's; one 9; four lO's; two 12's; three I6's; three

20's; one 24; two 25'8
; one 27; six 30's ; three 40 's ; one 50

;

three 60's; one 80 ; two lOO's; one 128 ; one 144 ; one 360; one

640; one 1728; one 5^; one 16^; one 30^; one 31^; one 24|;
one 7i\,; one 69J, and one 272^.

If the superiority of our system over the metric from this exposi-

tion is not apparent, it probably may be shown more clearly by a

practical example, making use of the two systems.

I recently had occasion to purchase some pita wood to line insect

drawers. The price for the wood was $1.80 per square yard, or li/iO
per square meter. There were twenty drawers in all ; ten of them
were 12-| inches by 15|- inches, and the remaining ten were 12|-

inches by 14f inches. Or measured metrically, the lirst series

were thirty-two centimeters by forty centimeters, and the second

series were thirty-two centimeters by thirty-seven and one half

centimeters.

In estimating the cost of the wood needed, from the measure-

ments in inches, the operation is as follows

:

121x151=^x^=1^
12-Jxl4|=»fxf=^'
6489 V 1 /

1

64890
32 A Iv— 32

OW' V 1 f\ t'"770
32 A lU— 32

64890 I 60770 12566*
32 I 32 — 32

^^-f-1296, the number of square inches in a square yard, is

equal to ^^
Sx$1.80, the price per square yard, is equal to ^'i]^.f. This

reduced, equals $5.45414,2, which is the answer sought.

The following operations^are also required in the above calculation

:

103 103 144 1296 125660
63 59 9 32 ].8u

309 927 1296 2592 1005.8.00
618 515 3888 125660

6i89 6077 41472 226188.00
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)226188(

207360
41 472)2261 880. 00(5.45j?tf2

18828i)

165888

223920
207360

16560

In estimating the cost from the metric measurements, the opera-
tion is as follows :

32 37.5

40 32 •

1280 X 10= 12800 sq. cm. 750
1125

1200.0x10=12000 sq. cm.
12800 sq. cm. +12000 sq. cm.= 24800 sq. cm., or 2.48 sq. m.

2.48 sq. ra.

2.20

4960
496

S5.456 The answer sought.

In the first calculation there are eighteen operations and three

hundred and three figures; in the second there are six opera-

tions and seventy-four figures.

If the value of mathematics depends upon the mental discipline

it gives, we certainly should hold fast to our present system, for the

discipline afforded by working a problem by it is at least ten-fold

greater than it would be if the operation were metric.

If the confusion existing in Continental Europe at the beginning

of the present century was sufficient to induce the nations to accept

the inetric system, are not the absurdities we have pointed out, as

existing in our country at the present day, sufficient to make it an

object for us to do the same ( By the use of the metric system we
not only get rid of denominate numbers, but fractions will scarcely

ever enter into our mathematical operations.

The whole world is a unit; the interests of all nations, by com-
merce and telegraphic communications, are so interlocked that

neither can retain a system of commercial intercourse out of har-
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mony with the rest. We are out of harmony at present with all

Continental Europe. This unnatural condition cannot continue,
and as we cannot expect other nations to accept our system in

preference to the metric, it must be considered as a foregone con-
clusion that ours must be supplanted by the metric. This change
does not involve a question of possibilities or of probabilities, but
is only one of time. Is anything gained by postponing the date of

making this change ? Notliing wliatever. Every year's delay makes
the change more difficult, but the change must be made whatever
is the cost or trouble.

Thus far it can be said that we have not been indifferent specta-

tors of the world's progress in this matter. We have made a begin-
ning, at least.

In this country the system was legalized in 1866, and since then
much has been done to prepare the way for its exclusive adoption.
It is used by the United States Coast Survey, the greatest of our
public works. The postage law authorizes its use by making
fifteen grams equivalent to a half ounce for all postal purposes. A
knowledge of this fact will enable any one to save six per cent, of

his postage expenses, for fifteen grams exceed half an ounce by that

percentage. The postal department is required to furnish metiic
postal balances to all post offices that make requisitions for them,
and man}^ of the larger ones have already been supplied.

Besides this work done by the government to further the use of

the system, many manufaciurers and merchants are beginning to

recognize the great advantages that are to be gained by the change.
The American Watch Company, of Waltham, Mass., that employs
one thousand hands, and turns out three hundred and fifty watches
daily, has adopted the metric system in all its operations. All its

computations, drawings and tools are purely metric, and the super-

intendent says that nothing could induce them to return to the old

system. Amherst College has taken an advanced position on the
metric system, which will soon, in all probability, be followed by
other leading educational institutions. They not only require a
knowledge of the system for admission, but the professors of the

several departments of mathematics, physics, astronomy, chemistry,
geology, paleontology, botany, zoology, anatomy and physiology,

use the metric denominations in their lectures and instructions.

The scientific ])ublications issued by the Stnithsonian Institute at

Washington, contain metric expressions only for all measurements.
The American Library Association, recently organized, has adopted
the centimeter as the unit for the measure of all books. The sys-

tem is gaining ground very rapidly among physicians. Two socie-

ties composed of the most active advocates of the system have been
formed for the pu.-pose of hastening its exclusive use. The one is

called the " Metrological Society," and has its headquarters in New
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York, and the other is known as the " American Metric Bureau,"
and is located in Boston.

Besides these home influences there are others of an interna-

tional character tending to make the early adoption of the metric
system bj our country a necessity. Scientific men and associations,

and scientific journals are using the metric system almost exclu-

sively in their experiments, calculations and writings. The Inter-

national Statistical Congress, composed of representatives from all

nations, publish all their reports, containing information of vast

importance to the world, in metric nomenclature. The Interna-

tional Social Science Association exerts a powerful influence in

every country of the civilized globe. Its proceedings are given in

metric terms.

The indications at present are that the last country to adopt the
system will be either England or the United States, and neither

wil) be long in following the other.

We led the world in decimal currency; why should we be so

slow in reducing all our other tables to equal simplicity ? When
this country proclaimed itself independent of Great Britain, it is a

matter of great regret that we did not declare ourselves forever

free from all the absurdities found in their tables of weights and
measures. Instead of doing this, we accepted them all, and added
some others of our own. IS^one of our standards agree precisely witli

those of England, except that for the measure of length, and until

the year 1855 there was a variation in that also. The time is now
at hand, in my judgment, for us to make our second declaration of

independence. Congress should be petitioned to fix a time in the

near future when this great and glorious change shall be accom-
plished, and we should all adapt ourselves to the new order of

things as soon as possible. Teachers can do much to bring about
this desirable result. The subject should be taught in every school.

If the children now receiving their education become familiar with

the metric units, they will find little trouble in their use in active

life, and I have not the slightest doubt that the use of the system
will be made compulsory before these children become men and
women.
The desirableness of this change is beyond all conception. It

brings all ordinary calculations within the arithmetic of every per-

son who can add, subtract, multiply, and divide simple numbers.

Two years, at least, can be saved of the time children now devote

to arithmetic, and with this saving the pupils, when they leave

school, will be far better prepared to perform the arithmetical opera-

tions business calls for, than now. Devote this time gained to the

study of other. important subjects, and the advantages derived will

be multiplied manifold.

The teaching force of this country constitutes a tremendous

power. Let it be found united in its efforts to secure, on the part
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of Congress, the adoption of the metric system, and the years will

Dot be many before we are in possession of the greatest commercial
blessing that can be secured. ,

NATURAL HISTORY.

The study of natural history' in our colleges and higher institu-

tions of learning is receiving increased attention every year, and
the time is near at hand when it will be expected that the teachers

of our Fublic Schools will possess the requisite knowledge to give

some instruction in this department. The teacher who recognizes

the tendency in this direction and is wise, will prepare himself for

these new deniands that will be made upon him. The advantages
to be derived from the study of the natural sciences are very great.

A person experiences great satisfaction and pleasure from having
even a limited knowledge of the names, life history, and classifi-

cation of the various objects in nature that constantly come within

the range of his observations. But in addition to this there is a

mental discipline derived from the study of nature, the value of

which cannot be over-estimated. I refer to the cultivation of the

observing faculties.

During the years preceding school age, the child has learned

to discriminate and to call by name many familiar objects, such as

the domestic animals, articles of household furniture, his playmates,

etc. He observes resemblances and difierences between objects, in

size, color and form. The development of his mind during this

period is natural and unrestrained. Every new object he meets
excites his curiosity, and the degree of the interest he feels in his

new discoveries may be measured by the number of questions he is

prompted to ask. The little questioner meets with many a rebuff

from the person questioned, who thus endeavors to avoid exposing

his own ignorance. With his curiosity and desire to know unsatis-

iied, the child soon becomes indifferent to the wonderful history and
beauty of natural objects. Instead of repressing this youthful

curiosity, every opportunity should be embraced to satisfy and
encourage it. The child is naturally attracted to the flower he
finds in his pathway, or his interest in involuntarily excited by the

bird that flies over his head. Neglect the right training of this

child and soon the brilliant flowei's and graceful birds possess no
more interest for him than the stones of the street ; cultivate those

observing faculties which so soon develope themselves, and every

time he meets these objects, new beauties are seen.

The child at the time he is ready to enter school has acquired a

language. He not only is able to call hundreds of objects by name,
but the vocabulary he has at his command enables him to describe

the qualities and actions of many of those objects. The develop-

ment of his mind has been free from restraint, and in accord

with nature's promptings. With but little assistance he has learned
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more than he probably will during any equal period of his future

life. Nature has thus far eouducted the processes of the mental
growth of the child, and the results are marvelous. The little one
finds himself surrounded by a museum grander and more extensive

than that possessed l)y any college or university, and his desire to

know more of the life history of these objects is wonderfully stimu-

lated.

The child enters school and what is the usual results Art as-

sumes control of the mind's development, but instead of following

the course nature has indicated, and thus continuing the processes

of growth already so well begun, she substitutes a method of her

own, in which these natural objects are seldom, if ever, referred to.

and books are made the sole objects of study. Books are import-

ant, and the child must learn to spell, read and write, in order that

he may have command of that language which he needs to com-
municate ideas or thoughts. But words are not ideas—they are only

the signs or s_ymbols. Ideas are gained by observation. JS'ow, what
we most need, in our schools at pre-enr, is that training by which
the observing faculties of the children will be cultivated, so that

by the excercise of these faculties the store of ideas will constantly

increase. By observation only are we able to gain a knowledge of
those fects which are necessary for the exercise of judgment or

reason. Not only is this power of close observation important to

the artist and the man of science; it assists the niercliant in the

selection of goods; by it the farmer learns how to secure the best

returns for his labor—he observes tlie effect of fertilizers and tem-

perature upon his crops, and the habits of insects are to him an im-

portant study. The mechanic and engineer serve an apprentice-

ship which requires constant observation of operations and results.

The physician depends upon this faculty in his study of the nature

of diseases. Philosophers and ]3oets observe relationships and facts

in nature which had been overlooked by others, but which are

recognized when pointed out. Observation, then, it may truthfully

be said, is tlie foundation of all knowledge, and there can be no
growth of knowledoje without the constant exercise of this faculty.

The importance, thertfore, of training the young mind to habits

of close and critical observation can scarcely be overestimated.

Not only should the children be taught to see for themselves, but
they should be so trained that what they see will serve as a basis-

of thought. They should also be required to describe accurately,

by the use of appropriate language, that whicii they see. In fact,

close observation and accurate description must always accompany
each other. Each assists the other. Exact description is evidence

of close observation, and careful observation is absolutely essential

to intelligent description. All must agree that the ordinary school

training which children receive is not calculated to accomplish the

object pointed out. The powers of observation of the little ones are
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rarely brought into exercise. Arithmefic, orrammar and geograpiiy
are important studies, and cannot be dispensed with, but neither of

them brings tlie power of observation into exercise, and what we,

therefore, most need is the introduction into our schools of a difter-

ent class of exeicises, such as are calculated to develope these
powers.
To accomplish this, every school, whether graded or ungraded,

should be provided Avith a collection of objects in natural history.

These collections ought to be local. A complete local collection, or

one that is approximately complete, is far more valuable for school

purposes than a miscellaneous collection of curiosities gathered
from various sources and countries. The aim should be to teach
the children the names and something of the life history and clas.si-

fication of the objects they are accustomed to see. The interest,

thus early excited, will not end with the termination of the child's

school-days. He will continnully meet those objects during life,

and his interest derived from the knowledge he gained in school

will be constant. If, on the other hand, the school collection con-

sists of curiosities nierely, such as he is not likel}' to meet in his

dail}' experience, his interest in them will terminate with his school

days. It is far better that a child shall be taught to recognize and
to call by name the animals, plants and minerals that belong to his

own neighborhood, than to spend the time upon novelties found
only in the equatorial countries oi- other distant lands. A know-
ledge of these objects found about our homes tends to add to the

pleasure of one's daily experience. There is also a practical value

in the knowledge. It is tar more important for the farmer to know
the habits of the insects that are found upon his farm, than to be

able to talk learnedly about those specimens so remarkable in size,

form and color, found only in the tropics.

There may be found within the bounds of many districts in this

State, one thousand different insects, live hundred species of plants,

two hundred species of birds, twenty different minerals, thirty

species offish, twenty mammals, twenty reptiles, and twenty batra-

chians. One-half of these numbers ought to be secured easily in

every rural district, and within two miles of any city. Every
school might thus have a district cabinet containing five hundred
species of insects, two hundred and fifty different plants, one hun-

dred varieties of birds, ten minerals, fifteen different kinds of fish,

and ten species each of mammals, reptiles, and batrachians. These

all well preserved, mounted and named, in the hands of a well in-

formed teacher, would prove of inestimable benefit to the pupils.

The expense incurred in making such a collection would be

trifling, the principal item being for the case. This should be fur-

nished with shallow drawers for the insects, with narrow apart-

ments for the herbarium, and with shelves, such as an ordinary

book-case contains, for the other specimens. The collection must
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be gathered mainly by the teacher, but the pupils when they be-

come interested will render valuable assistance. The teacher will

do well to enter the names of the children in a book, and then give

credit to each for every new specimen found. Children often prove

the best collectors.

The insects when caught should at once be placed in a killing

jar. This may consist of an ordinary glass preserving can, witli

a small lump of cyanide of potassium, covered by a thin layer of

plaster of paris, in the bottom. The insect, when dead, should

have its parts arranged in a natural position and put aside with a

pin through its body, to dry. When dry, it is ready to be fastened

by the pin in its proper place in the shallow drawer.

Those marvelous changes which insects undergo should be seen

by the children. For this purpose a number of small boxes, about

six inches in size, in each direction, may be used. The front

of these boxes should be furnisiied with glass, and the back with

wire netting. In these the eggs, grubs and caterpillars may
be placed, and their changes seen. The teacher, by experience,

will readily learn how to feed and to care for' the larva?. Plants

should have their parts arranged between the leaves of a portfolio,

and subjected to a gentle pressure as soon as plucked. The parts

arrange then much easier than afterwards. When the collector

reaches home the specimens can be placed between thick blotting

pads under heavy pressure. They ought to be changed to dry pads

twice during the first twenty-four hours, and after that one change
every day is sufficient. One week will sufBce to di-y any plant

except those very succulent. The changes to dry pads must not

be neglected, otherwif-e the specimens will lose their colors, and
possibly mould. When dry they can be fastened to sheets of plain

white paper and named. They are then ready for their place in

the herbarium. The sheets of paper on which the specimens are

fastened should not be less than twelve by sixteen inches.

The preparation of birds for the cabinet will be found more diffi-

cult. iSome of the older boys in the school, or some gunners in the

place, will furnish specimens, and either the teachei- or some one in

the district feeling an interest in such work, may be able, by the

assistance of some good work on taxidermy, and with a littlo ex-

perience, to do fair work in setting them up. Including those

strictly marine, there are about fifty families of bi. ds in the State.

Not more than forty families will be found to be represented by
the birds of a limited section, such as a school district. Should a

single specimen of each of these families be secured, a collection of

forty birds will serve to make the children acquainted with the

system of classification in ornithology, and with the characteristic

features of each family.

Mammals require the same preparation as birds. Any one
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who can set up a bird, can prepare an animal for the cabinet with-

out difficulty.

Fish, reptiles and batrachians must be preserved in alcohol.

Wide-moutlied glass jars, with ground stoppers, will be needed for

this purpose.

The names of plants may be ascertained by the use of a botanical

key, such as is found in works on botany. Keys may also be had
for determining the names of mammals, birds, reptiles, batrachians

and fishes. The teacher cannot hope to find the names of the in-

sects he may collect. He can, however, determine to which of the

seven orders each specimen belongs. Tlie distinctions between
these orders, viz., Hymenoptera, JS^europtera, Coleoptera, Lepi-

doptera, Hemiptera. Orthoptera and Diptera, are well defined.

Wisely-conducted exercises by the use of the objects that would
constitute such a school cabinet as indicated, would prove invalua-

ble. Children are taught to see and to take an interest in what
they see. But little time will be required for these exercises, and
such a stimulus can in this way be given to all the scholars in their

work, that the ordinary branches, such as reading, geography,
grammar and arithmetic, will be pursued with more than usual

profit. The introduction of text books for the study of these vari-

ous departments of natural history, is not recommended. If the

objects are all named, the children, by seeing them daily, will

learn those names almost unconsciously. Only a few days are re-

quired for a new pupil in school to learn to call by n?.me any one
of his fellow pupils, and just as easily can he learn the names of

these objects, if wise use is made of them by the teacher.

The collection, whether made by the teacher, pupils or parents,

or by all combined, should be considered strictly as the property of

the district. The teacher receives his reward for the work he per-

forms by his increase of knowledge. The children are repaid by
the pleasure the exercise aflbrds them, and the parents should be
willing to furnish gratuitous help for the sake of the good their

children will receive.

Id order that the districts may be encouraged in this work, it

probably would be well to so change the language of the library

act, that the State appropriation, upon certain specified conditions,

might be granted to assist in defraying the expenses incurred. If

the conditions were that duplicates of the specimens collected

should be donated to the State, a growing museum would be estab-

lished in wdiich, before many years, all departments of the natural

history, of every section of the State, would be represented.

ELLIS A. APGAR,

State Superintendent of Public Lutruotion.
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TABLE L

StoMstical Report, hy Counties^ for the State- of

FINANOIAT, STATEMENT.

Atlantic $20069 11

Bergen 42188 64
BurUngton 64595 85
Camden 69489 84

Cape May 10400 28
Cumberland 43585 76

Essex 204713 71

Gloucester 30757 00

Hudson 229163 15

Hunterdon 43803 54
Mercer 67488 69
Middlesex 59977 16

Monmouth 66769 59
Morris 57487 02

Ocean 19382 89
Passaic 69658 33
Salem 29622 88
Somerset 33119 76
Sussex 30941 92
Union 55781 73
Warren

I

44670 58

Total 1293677 42

_< \
< _i

$5288 50
, $1795 08

509124
, 164133

3452 00 515 97
1766 13

6960 00
2678 00 1534 65

'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. "'3847'66

1080 62

!;;;;;;;!! ""ssoois
4046 04

487 50 904 10

!.'.'.'!!'.'."..' "236666
3247 27

8995 00 2321 34

''2i9i'66 ;.;.".';.'.'.".

30052 00 33891 20

i
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TABLE I—(Continued.)

Neio Jersey^ for the School Year ending August 31, 1877,

ATTENDANCE.

j: » '

5=7:!

& =

-S 73 4)
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TABLE IL

Stathticdl Repoi't^ by Cftiea, for the State of

FINANOIAI. STATEMENT.

04

^ o
9c-

Atlantic City
Bridgeton
Camilen
Elizabetli
Gloucester City

—

HobokeD
Jersey City
Millville

, Newark
New BriiiiBwick...
Orange
Passaic City
Paterson
Perth Amboy
Phillipsburg
FlainlieW... 7170 90
Rahway 7597 74
Salem 4064 92
Trenton 35807 71

Total 591700 90

•g 3 5.

•as

«2428 86 ..
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TABLE II—(Continued.)

y,'fr Jrr-s'
f/,

/'"/ ill)' SrJiool Y'Or (nid'iWj A'KJuxt 31, 1877.

X
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TABLE III.

Statii<ti<<(l Report for tin' C'/tics of the Statu of

'RiiiMfniTK Number l Number
erected °f public of private

,

erected.
^^-^^^^^^ schools.

Valuation of school property.

^ U5 ^
^ e» 99 96
„:
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TABLE III—(CONTINDED.)

New Jersey^ for the Sc/wol Year ernlhuj Amjusi 31, 1877

Percentage of attendance upon the public scbools. Cost of education.

1
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TABLE lY.

School DiMriets and School Cent<us.
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TABLE V

ScJiool TeriHii and AtteiuUmce.

I Length of time the
schools have been

kept open.
Percentage of attendance.

o
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TABLE YL

Valuation of School Projxrty.

Atlantic
Bergen
Burlington..

.

Camden
Cape May....
Cumberland.
Essex
Gloucester..

.

Hudson
Hunterdon ..

Mercer
Middlesex

—

Monmouth...
Morris
Ocean
Fassaic
Salem
Somerset
Sussex
Union
Warren

Total. 341 409 557

3 1 SieOi"
9 2 3192
7 3 1621
2 10 3 1501
1 1851

12 • 1 1 2106
9 7 22 9008
5 1810
7 7 20 9437
2 2 1434
6 2 3 1820
4 4 4 2384
3 1 3 2377
1 2 1 2285
3 114912 8 1273
3 1087
1 2 1503
3 1382
3 11 5964
2 2 1834

87 57 67 2e91

1978
3192
1621
8549
1851
2466
20034
1810

26036
1434
3498
4414
2377
2285
1149
6807
1334
1503
1382

10875
3486
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TxiBLE VII.

CoiidHlon. of School Property.

7
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TABLE Vin.

School Tux (ind Coi^t of Pxihlic hutrtirtioa.

Cost of Education. District School Tax.
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TABLE IX.

Certificates Gi'ante<l by the Coitnty Superintendents.

First
Grade.

COUNTIES.

Atlantic
Bergen
Burlington.,.
Camden
Cape May ...,

Cumberland.
Essex
Gloucester...
Hudson
Hunterdon ..

Mercer
Middlesex .,.,

Monmouth...
Morris
Ocean
Passaic
Salem
Somerset
Sussex
Union
Warren

Second
Grade.

Third
Grade.

a -3

Total..

127
53
20
62.
46
56
57
69

100
64
62
80
68
12
65
54
76
37

51!

77
177
72
38

107
63
87

74
121
146
78
118
129
97;

39
113
77

137!

58
154

71].

llr
76 .

39 .

48l.

241,

69
22l

151

73
51

30

3?
57

118'

U'
66i

.37

.21

.41

.23

.14

.25

.42

.47

.16

.30

124; 131 5481 1092; 755i 12571 20121 915
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TABLE X.

Condilion of School .Libraries in Atlanlic and Beryen Coimlies.

COUNTY AND

NO. OF DISTRICT.

a
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Condillon of Scliool LUmirie.-i in JJurliiu/ton, Cmnden and Cape May Counties.

(BOUNTY AND

NO. (IF DISTRICT.

lirUHNGTOX.
'3 .1;20 00 $20 00

20 00
11 40 00 40 00
•12 30 00 30 00
24 $20 00 45 00 $10 00 20 00

20 00
20 00

'35 30 00 30 00
41 20 00 54 00 10 00 30 00
*42 20 00 20 00
45 10 00 60 00 10 00 00 00
-« 20 00 20 00

20 00
40 00
30 00
45 00

20 00
20 00
30 00
54 00
20 00
60 00
20 00
60 00
60 00
20 00
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Condition of School Libraries in Cumberland, E.-isex and Gloucester Counties.

COUNTY AND

NO. OF DISTRICT.
u ^
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Condition of School Libraries in Hudson, Hunterdon, Mercer and Middlesex Counlies-.

1 if

COUI
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Condition of School Libraries in Middlesex, 3Ionmouth and Morris Counties.

COUNTY AND

NO. OF DISTRICTS.

I»>
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Comlition of School Libarie^ in Morri.s, Ocean, Passaic and Salem Counties.

COUNTV AND

NO. OF DISTRICTS.

Morris (Con.)

CO

•73 ' $20 (HI

•74
•76

•79 $10 00
•80
•81

•84.
•85.
•91.
•97.

•103.
•104.

20 00
60 00
20 00
30 00
40 00
20 00
60 00
20 00
40 00
20 00
20 00
30 00
20 00
20 00
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Condition of School Librarifs in Soviersel, Sussex, Union and Warren Connties.

COUNTY AND

NO. OF DISTRICTS.

M
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Sunnnaii/ of School Lihnirien in the Slate.

COUNTY AND

NO. OF DISTRICTS.

cS 5 3
s

-

Warren (Con.)

•30 $20 00
39.
42
50
57
58 $10 00
71

$20 00
30 00
20 00
40 00
30 00
20 00
20 00
20 00
20 00

26 20 376 10 20 00 360 00

30 00
20 00
40 00
30 00
20 00
24 00 ,

20 00
21 00

$10 00

SUiUlUARV.

AllaulR' 75 10 1017 00

Bergen 120 65 615 62
BiirBngton 6100 519 00
Camden 65 00 435 00
Cape Mav 140 20 376 95
Oumberlanci 20 00! 720 00
Essex 129 .SO 1510 46
Gloucester 46 50 548 00
Hudson 48 08 649 75
Hunterdon 10 00 267 00
Mercer 20 00 295 00
Middlesex 163 36 646 19
Monmouth 64 00 840 20
Morris 114 29 916 90
Ocean 247 68
Passaic 33195
Salem 30 00 176 00
Somerset 30 00 400 00
Sussex 6165 398 12
Union 98 60 564 87
Warren 26 20 376 10

Total 1423 93 11851 79;

.30 00
80 (10

40 Ou
40 00
50 00
20 00
80 00
20 00
30 00
10 00
20 00

130 00
70 00
90 00

30 00
30 00
50 00
50 00
20 00

34
40
70

120
30
36 $2 70

610 00 147 1856
390 00 169 1307
470 00 121 563
420 00 128 321
.330 00 113 108
720 00 9 148
570 00 170 1623
470 00 79 4.35

310 00 118 1604
260 00 170
240 00 90
6.30 00 135 345
580 00 153 . 1599
880 00 106 217
200 00 271
190 00 3^0
170 00 16 193
400 00
330 00 115 483
280 00 139 508
360 OO 40 540

165 00 371 00
61 60 168 50
100 00 100 00
37 50 262 00
76 25 56 00

40 00
457 00 9.30 00
28 00 227 75

234 00
20 00 90 00

37 00
14 00 118 00

100 00 701 50
75

1 00 42 54
95 88
20 00

20 00
104 60

290 67 581 00

54 70 70 00

1646i

1469
6791

4471

407
157

1974
497
1822
248
103
779

1186
525
290
415
274
50 .

479
609 .

424

3
30
400

16

'i57

3616
890
1909
183
70

908
2252
4»1
7836
820
24

1315
2049
2590
271
2(1

466

890 00| 8810 00. 1758l 12771 1426 47i 4249 77, 14480

773

'631

"27^5
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TABLE XL

Apportionment of the State School moneys^ for the School Year

commencing Septemher 1, 1877, anel ending Auynst 31, 1878.

Amount of two-mill tax appropriated by the State $1,193,667 ii

Additional Slate appropriation $100,000 00

Number of children in the State according to school census for 1876 314,826

Amount apportioned to each child from two-mill tax $3.791514

Amount apportioned to each child from the appropriation of $100,000 .317635

or-

i o

si

Atlantic 4884
Bergen 10267
Burlington 15720
Camden 16M1
Cape May 2531
Cumberland : 1()607

Essex 49819
Gloucester 7485
Hudson 55769
Hunterdon 10660
Mercer 16424
Middlesex 14596
Monmouth 16249
Morris 13990
Ocean 4717
Passaic 16952
Salem 7209
Somerset 8060
Sussex 7530
Union 13575
Warren 10871

Total 314826

$1551 34
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TABLE XIL

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

p. O. AnilKKKS.

Atlantic S. R. MORSE Atlantic City....

Bergen JOHN A. DEMAREST ' River Edge

BurlinKton EDGAR HAAS Bordentown

Camden F. R. BRACE
|

Blackwoodtown.

Cape May MAURICE BEASLEY Dennisville

Cuniberlaud R. L. HOWELL Millville

Essex CHARLES M.DAVIS Bloomfield

Oloucester WILLIAM MILLIGAN Woodbury

Hudson WILLIAM L.DICKINSON Jersey City

Hunterdon R. S. SWA(;KHAMER White House....

Mercer WILLIAM J. GIBBY Princeton

Middlesex RALPH WILLIS
]

Spotswood

Monmouth SAMUEL LOCKWOOD Freehold

Morris LEWIS W. THURBER.

Ocean EDWARD M. LONAN..

Passaic J. C. CRUIKSHANK....

Salem WILLIAM H. REED...

Somerset ELIAS W. RARICK....

Sussex LUTHER HILL

LnioL N. W. PEASE

Warren JOSEPH S. S.MITH

Dover

Forked River .

Little Falls....

Woodstown

Somerville

Andover

.Elizabeth

Asbury

$50U W
838 90

12UU (Ml

776 50

5(IU UO

577 70

779 80

734 70

1'20U OU

1083 70

682 00

840 70

1200 UO

12U0 00

600 00

500 00

640 00

691 90

783 60

SOO 00

1036 80

$16766 30
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TABLE Xlll.

CITY SUPERINTENDENTS.

Atlantic City S. R. MORSE

Brlilgeton ROBERT \V. ELMER

Camden HENRY L. BONSALL

Elizabeth EDWARD S. ATWATER

Gloucester City B. M. STILES

Hoboken L. M. DREW

Jersey City WILLIAM L. DICKINSON..,

MUhille J. W. NEWLIN

N.-wark .' WILLIAM H. BARRINGER .

New Bninswick HENRY B. PIERCE

Orange U. W. CUTTS

PaBsaicClty SAMUEL W. RICE

Paterson WILLIAM J. ROGERS

ferth Amboy HENRY FARMER

PhillipsburK J. H. BRINSINGER

PlainlielU .• C. H. STILLMAN

Rahway JAMES ANDERSON

Salem .' G. W. TIMLOW

Trenton i WILLIAM S. LALOR
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REPORTS OF CITY SUPERINTExXDENTS.

CAMDEN.

Henry L. Bonsall, Supekintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintenchrnt

:

Camden has endeavored to make a fair approximation to the pro-

gress of education throughout the State and in our neighboring State,

during the past year.

The giade of studies has been mati-rially advanced, while the

discipline maintained, decorum exhibited, and examination results

achieved, have been alike gratifying to teacher, parent and pupil.

The school buildings, the larger number of which are new—three

having been erected last year, one the year before, and one this

year—have been thoroughly renovated, repaired, and the most ap-

proved system of ventilating and heating introduced. It is believed

that, in a sanitary point of view, the schools of Camden will com-
pare favorably with those of any other community, while in pro-

portion to results reached—the tuition and everything pertaining to

it being absolutely without x;ost to pupils—the financial policy is

thought to be more economical, yet wisely liberal, than most
systems with which it may be advantageously compared.

As an outlet to the grammar divisions, and also a training school .

for candidates for the position of teacher, a normal class has been
decided upon, preparations for the immediate institution of which
are in progress. The practice of the board being to employ its own
pupils as teachers, it is conclusive that great good must result from

special training for the work. The class will also prove an econom-
ical agent in preventing the clogging of its first divisions, creating

a freer and more rapid circulation through the schools, and prove a

relief to principals who have been imparting instruction in extra

branches, beyond the requirements of the limitations, to a compara-

tively limited number of pupils.
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GLOUCESTER CITY.

F. R. Brace, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

As the school year has just closed, it becomes necessary to render

a report upon the work done. The schools have been maintained
with regularity and efficiency.

There has been greater steadiness in the progress of the work, result-

ing from the fact that no promotions have been made until the end
of the year. The plan of making promotions twice a year was
found to work to disadvantage. This year there have been no pro-

motions since the beginning. Although the Grammar Department
has not had quite as large a number this year as the three depart-

ments out of which it is formed had last year, yet it was thought

best not to increase the number until there was a better preparation

for promotion. Still, the number on the roll has been 1U6, and the

average number in attendance has been 69. This Department is

composed of the former Higher, Upper Secondary and Secondary
Departments, with the exception of the lowest class in the Second-

ary Department. This class was left in the Intermediate Depart-

ment. The lowest class in the Grammar Department has made
steady and thorough advancement in Arithmetic, Reading, Spelling,

Geography, Writing, English Grammar, Composition and United

States History. They have gone through Decimal Fractions and

partly through Common Fractions, to Compound Numbers; through

the Third Reader, the Normal Speller, United States History,

drawing Maps of all States, groups of States and Countries of North
America. Lessons have been given in Composition through punctu-

ation, in Language, in Elementary Method in Color, Form and

Plants and Plant Analysis, elementary instruction in Industrial

Drawing and in Writing. This could not have been accomplished

under the old plan. Such studies as Map Drawing, English Gram-
mar, Compositions and Unitetl States History, were either very

imperfectly understood, or not known at all, and pupils in entering

the old Higher Department, had to take up from rhe beginning,

English Grammar, Composition and Map Drawing and knew noth-

ing of Plants, or the combinations of Colors or Drawing. Now, in

all these branches there is a proficiency that is creditable. I have
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no hesitation in saving that at least one year lias been saved in

the school life of the pupil.

The advanced class has finished Arithemetic, except Involution,

Evolution and the Progressions, has pursued Algel)ra through Equa-
tions of the first degree, has gone through Analysis of letters in

"VTriting, through elementary work preparatory to designing in Indus-

trial Drawing, through Barnes' United States History, through Phy-
sical Geography, a course in Botany, Swinton's Speller, Fifth National
Reader, Analysis in Grammar, Composition, and Analysis and defini-

tions of words.

AVliile there has been good progress in all these studies the great

gain has been in this particular, the pupils have been required to do
most of their work on the blackboard, and to explain it. And so

thorough has been the drill that the presence of a stranger would
not confuse them. On the old plan most of the work was done at

the desk, and could seldom be explained.

Any one visiting the rooms conducted in the new way, would find

the classes reciting and the teacliers at work. On the old plan,

sometimes an hour or more would be consumed by the pupils work-
ing at their seats, while the teacher had nothing to do except to walk
from seat to seat. In a properly regulated school room, classes are

always reciting, and all work in Arithemetic, Geography, Composi-
tion, Spelling, and all tabulations are done on the blackboard.

Greater proficiency has also been attained in the Intermediate
Department, which consists of the old Upper Primary, and thelov.^-

est class of the Secondary. The pupils from this Department, just

promoted, are as well fitted to enter the Grammar Department this

year as those from the Upper Secondary were last year, which is a

gain of at least two years.

The pupils in the Primary Department are also much further ad-

vanced than in former years. The progress in advancement during

the past year, is only the beginning of a higher grade for these two
Departments. It all the teachers would attend all meetings of

teachers for instruction, and read regularly one or two good educa-

tional journals, it would keep them up with the progress of the day,

and make them still better teachers.

In adopting the plan that has been pursued the past year, the

only question sought to be solved has been. How can the scholars

gain the greatest amount of knowledge during their attendance at

school i This question has been satisfactorily solved. It is by em-
ploying the best, the most thoroughly educated, teachers for the

work. There can be no doubt that the tax obtained from the peo-

ple, for the education of the children, ought to be spent in obtaining

the very best agents, the best qualified agen's, that can be obtained,

irrespective of every other consideration. No mere local or politi-

cal consideration ought ever to influence trustees or boards of

education in the selection of teachers. The only consideration is
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fitness, and fitness can be generally found to a higher degree among
those that are trained for the work, than among those that have no
such training. A true teacher is one that really teaches, and is

not a mere lesson-hearer. Almost any one can hear lessons, but
only the true teacher can teach. It is his province to train the

mind, to cultivate its powers, to train the pupils to think, to reason,

to speak, to go from the simple truth to the complex, from the con-

crete to the abstract, to understand principles, so that there shall

be no difficulty in applying them, to look upon books as mere helps,

to be thrown away when no longer needed. The true teacher is

not at all dependent upon books. All that is to be taught in the

room is so well known tiiat he feels no need for the book, the book
being used by the pupil only to assist in getting hold of the truth

to be learned. Independent, well-taught, thoroughly-informed, apt-

to-teach men and women, are what we need in our school-rooms.

The true teacher must necessarily make a study of the mind, with
its powers, its pi'ocess of development, the best methods to promote
this development ; and without this study he cannot be a true or

successful instructor.

JERSEY CITY

William H. Dickinson, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

Sir—I have the honor to submit the following report for the year

ending August 31st, 1877 :

The entire number of schools which have been under my super-

vision during the past year, is twenty-two, which may be properly

classified and subdivided into the following schools and depart-

ments :
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Saturday Normal School 1

High School 1

Oi-amuiar School for Girls 1

Grammar School for Boys 1

Grammar School for both sexes 13

Primary Schools for both sexes, in same building with Grammar
Departments 14

Primary Schools in separate buildings 5

Primary and Grammar School for colored children 1

Total 37

The number of buildings in which the schools are conducted, is

20. Of these, 17 belong to the city, and three are rented premises.

NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION OF TEACHERS.

Male Principals in Grammar Schools
" " High School

Male Vice Principal in High School
" Professor of German, High School
" " Latin and Greek, High School

" French, " "

Female teachers, Euglish branches, " " 4
" " Drawing, " " 1

" Principals in Grammar Departments 3
" " Primary " 17
" Assistants in Grammar " 98
" " Primary " 147

Total number of different persons employed as teachers in

the schools ''2S6

Male Principals in Saturday Normal School 1

" Assistants '• " " 3

Female Assistants " " " 2

All the teachers of the Saturday Normal School are also teachers

in the High school or Grammar schools.

The number of children in the schools has steadily increased, but
the board has been unable to increase the number of teachers in a

corresponding ratio, but has felt obliged, on account of the insuffi-

ciency of the appropriation from the Board of Finance, to close the

evening schools.

For about four years we have had to report the exclusion of large

numbers of children from the schools for want of room. In the year
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ending June 30th, 1874, 1,890 were refused ; in the next year, 1,980
were refused.

For the time which has since elapsed, not counting the months of

vacation, 3,544 refusals have been reported to the Superintendent,
making an average of 177 per month.

Since the last annual report, School No. 7 has been replaced by
a large, commodious and handsome building, containing seats for

1,200 pupils.

There is great need of a new school building to accommodate
those who cannot find room in Nos. 2 and 4.

No. 3 is greatly crowded, having seats for only 654, and a reg-

istered attendance of nearly 800. It turns away from its doors, not

withstanding strenuous efforts to avoid so doing, an average of iifty-

applicants per month. It should, by the addition of wings, and
another story, have its seating capacity doubled.

A new building should also be put up to take the place of the

inconvenient quarters in the old engine house, now occupied by
School No. 19.

A new building is greatly needed in place of No. 9— a small

building, so inconveniently located, on a mound of earth left by
those who were grading lots, that it seems unsafe, and is certainly

too small, ill-looking and uncomfortable.

School building No. 11 is greatly straitened for room for its pupils.

It could, at a moderate expense, be enlarged by an addition of thirty

feet to the rear of the building. If this were done, it would add
greatly to the usefulness of the school, admission to which, it appears

from the table, was refused to 174.

The list of rejections of applications for admission to the schools

is the saddest thing to be reported concerning the condition of the

schools.

After making all deductions for repeated applications by the same
child, I feel sure that the number of refusals must be reckoned by
thousands. Besides, we must take into consideration the fact that

many parents are deterred from making an application to have their

children admitted to the schools because they know the schools are

crowded and unhealthy.

attendance' of pupils.

The average attendance of pupils in all the schools, ending the

year June 30th, was 10,899. The entire number enrolled during the

year, and taught for any part of the time, was 18j676. This shows
a gain over the average attendance of last year of 841.

A gain is also shown, in every respect, during each of the last

four years. This gain would have been greater if it had been
possible to take into the schools all or a large part of those who
were refused admission.
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The average attendance is 63^^ per cent, of the total enrollment.
If we could ascertain the proper deduction to be made from the
total enrollment for those pupils who have been enrolled more
than once, this percentage would probably be raised to at least

70 or 75 per cent

Until the seating capacity of the schools is increased, there can
be very little increase in the number of pupils. The number of
seats in all the schools is now 11,923. The attendance is often

1,00 greater than the number of seats.

The amount of absenteeism is gradually diminishing. The rate,

based on the average register, was 12g per cent, in 1873, 11 per
cent, in 1S74, lOfg per cent, in 1875, lO/o pei" cent, in 1876, and 10
per cent, in 1877.

Only a little more than one-fifth of the pupils are regular attend-
ants during the whole school year, and that about one-third attend
school less than four months.

Perhaps the depression in business, and the irregular, uncertain

character of most of the employment which the poor and laboring

classes obtain, are, in a large part, accountable for irregular and
short periods of attendance at school.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION.

The course of instruction now in use is a modification of what
has been in the schools for many years. It was adopted in the fall

of 1875, and was made obligatory in the schools in the beginning
of the year 1876. Large additions have been made to the amount
of oral instruction required, especially in object teaching. It very

closely resembles the course of instruction adopted in the schools

of the city of Kew York.
A manual of instruction, containing very explicit directions for

every grade, with minute details to guide the inexperienced teacher

in the intellectual culture and moral training of the pupils, has

been prepared upon the model of the one used in New York.
This has been placed in the hands of everj^ teacher.

It is not doubted that the efiiciency of the schools will be much
increased by the use of this man-ual. No teacher can diligently

and carefully use it and fail to da better and easier work.

As the schools have been using this course so short a time, it is

too early to make very thorough criticism based upon experience of

the faults or excellencies of the new system.

While the general advantage of the changes made is not doubted,

it is possible that, in some grades, too much is required of the

teacher and pupils.

The experience of another year will make it easy to be more
specific in this matter.
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The following is the outline course for both Primar}^ and Gram-
mar Departments :

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION PRESCRIBED FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS.

Sixth, Grade— Outline Course.

Reading and Spelling.—Familiar words from blackboard, chart

and First Reader ; also S])elling such words from dictation. The
printed words to be associated with their meaning bj means of con-

versations with the children.

Elementary Sounds.—Yowels and simple consonants for training

the organs of hearing and speech.

Nuniher.—Counting and adding balls on tlie numeral frame, by
ones to 100, and by twos and threes to 50 ; also counting other

objects.

Arabic Figures.—From 1 to 100, to be read at sight, and written

on slates,

Ohject Lessons.—Form.—Lead the pupils to observe, in various

objects, the shape of the square, oblong, cube, ball, cyliuder, and
then to name these shapes ; also, to distinguish the different shapes
-of corners. The terms straight, crooked, and curved to be taught

by their applications to objects, lines, etc.

Common objects to be shown, and their most obvious parts, shapes,

and uses observed by the children.

Color.—The seven principal colors.

Human Body and familiar Animals.—The principal parts ; also

the special organs of sense to be pointed out and named.
Each exercise in object lessons to be conducted with a view to

forming habits of attention and careful observation through the use

of the senses.

Drawing and Printing on Slates.—Making dots and small

crosses in rows ; drawing lines and printing letters.

N. B.—The exercises of the Sixth Grade should not be continued
upon the same subject longer than fifteen minutes at one time.

Fifth Grade- Outline Course.

Reading.—From the blackboard, charts, and last half of First

Reader. Tlie words to be distinctly pronounced in an easy tone of

voice. The meaning of the words to be made plain by conversa-

tion, and by their use in short, familiar phrases or sentences.

Punctuation.—Names and uses of the period and question mark.

Elementary Sounds.—The pupils to recognize and make the prin-

cipal sounds in monosyllables; also to make the consonant sounds

separately.
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Spelling.—Words from the reading lessons; also other familiar

words.

Numher.—Counting and adding., with and without a numeral
frame, by threes, fours and fives, to 100 ; adding^ separately, the

numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, to all numbers below 20 ; subtract-

ing twos, threes, fours and fives from numbers below 10. Table
of LF. S. money.
Arabic Figums.—Numbers of three figures (100 to 999) to be

read at sight, without numeration ; also to be written on slates

from dictation.

Roman Numbers.—I, Y and X, with their combinations to

XXXIX; pupils to be taught how to tell the time of day from the

face of the clock.

Object Lessons.—Continue the exercises of the Sixth Grade, and
in Foi^m, lead the pupils to observe, in various objects, the shape of

the square, ring, circle, and then to name these shapes ; also to

distinguish the wave-line and spiral-line.

Common Objects.—Their obvious parts, uses and shapes to be dis-

tinguished by the pupils.

Color.—The pupils to point out th - seven principal colors in arti-

cles of dress, flowers and other objects.

Human Body and familiar Animals.—Parts and uses of the

limbs ; the organs of sense ; the names and uses of familiar animals.

Drawing and Printing on Slates.—Connect dots with lines

;

draw sharp, square, blunt and round corners; also lines in given
shapes. Print words on slates. Wi'ite small, simple script letters

and words on slates.

N. B.—The exercises of this grade should not be continued, upon
the same subject, longer than twenty minutes at one time.

Fourth Grade.— Outline Course.

Reading.—In first half of a Second Reader. The articulation to

be distinct. The pupils to tell in their own language, what they
have been reading about in the lesson.

Punctuation.—Names of the comma, semi-colon, period, ques-

tion mark, and exclamation-mark.
Elementary Sounds.—The sounds of the letters in words of one

syllable, to give flexibility to the vocal organs.

Definitions.—The meaning of words to be shown chiefly by their

use in phrases or short sentences.

Spelling.—Words from the reading lessons, and other words fami-

liar to children.

Arithemetic.—Numeration.—Reading and writing numbers,
through six places (100,000); also simple examples in addition of

simple numbers and U. S. money.



12 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

Mental Arithmetic.—Adding^ with and without a numeral frame,

by sixes, sevens, eights, nines and tens to one hundred ; also subtract'

ing twos, threes, fours, and fives from numbers below thirty ; also,

simple practical questions in addition. Oral Drills for rapid com-
binations of two or more numbers, one of which should be less than

ten, the other less than one hundred. Multiplication Table through

3x12.
Roman Numbers.—I, V, X, L and C, and their combinations

below one hundred.

Oral Geogra])hy with use of maps.

Object Lessons.—Review the Fifth Grade, and in Fonn lead the

pupils to distinguish in various objects, and name the shapes, rhom-
boid, semi-circle, crescent, sphere and hemisphere; also, the posi-

tion of lines, as slanting, vertical, horizontal, and the terras surface

and face.

Objects and Qualities.—The principal parts, shape, color and uses

of common objects to be distinguished by the pupils. The terms

sticky, slippery, brittle, tough, porous, transparent, opaque, etc., to

be illustrated.

Human Body.—Parts of the arm, hand, foot, head, etc., and their

uses.

Animals.—Those used for food ; what their flesh is called ; wild

and tame animals to be designated.

Drawing and Slate Writing.—Straight lines to be drawn in vari-

ous combinations ; lines to be divided into equal parts ; also, plane

figures to be drawn, as squares, oblongs, triangles, rhombs and rhom-
boids.

Writing.—Simple words with and without capitals, to be written

on slates.

]S[. B.—The exercises of this grade should not be continued, upon
the same subject, longer than twenty minutes at one time.

Third Grade.— Outline Course.

Reading.—The last half of a Second Reader. The tone of voice

to be natural. The pupils to tell in their own language, what they

have been reading ab^ut.

Punctuation.—The use of the hyphen, apostrophe, and quotation

marks.
Elementary Sounds.—The sounds iu words of one syllable to be

given, and silent letters mentioned.

Definitions.—The meaning of words to be given, chiefly by their

use in phrases or short sentences.

Spelling.—Words from the reading lessons, and other familiar

words; also writing short words from dictation.

Arithmetic.—Through nine places in numeration and notation,

varied examples in addition and subtraQtion, A'ith simple examples
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in addition and snl)traction of Federal money, using, as much as

possible, objects for illustration.

Mental Arithmetic.—Simple, practical questions in addition and
su1)traction.

Oral Drills for rapid combination of numbers.
lioman Niimhey^s.—Their combinations to 200.

Multiplication Table —Through G times 12.

Oral Geography with use of maps.
Object Lesions.— Keview the previous grades, and add, in JBorm.,

parallel lines, perpendicular lines, acute angle, obtuse angle, right
angle, triangles, prisms, pyramids, circumference, diameter, ellipse,

plane and curved surface.

Objects and Qualities.—The principal parts, shape, color, uses,

and materials of common objects to be distinguished. The qualities

—elastic, flexible, liquid, solid, combustible, absorbent, etc., to be
illustrated.

Conparative Size.—The terms large and small, long and short,

thick and thin, wide and narrow, deep and shallow, tall and short.

Color.—The common names of the prominent colors, shades and
tints.

Human Body.—The principal bones.

Animals.—Their movements, their food ; also, the common
classes, as beasts, birds, fishes, reptiles, insects.

Plants.—Names of common trees, plants and flowers; also, of

common fruits and grains. The principal parts of trees to be men-
tioned.

Draioing and Writing.—Drawing plane figures ; also, lines in

given positions . lines to be divided into three equal parts.

Writing.—Simple words; the formation of capitals; also, how
to write the pupil's name.

JN . B.—The exercises of this grade, upon a single subject, should
not exceed twenty-five minutes at one time.

Second Grade.— Outline Course.

Reading.—In first half of a Third Reader. Special attention to

be given to the use of conversational tones in reading. The pupils

should be required to tell, in their own language, the subject mat-
ter of the lesson.

Punctuation.—The common use of the principal marks ; also,

the use of Italic letters.

Elementary Sounds.—Sounds of words in common use to be
given, with exercises for correcting indistinct enunciation.

Definitions.—The meaning of words in the lesson to be given,

chiefly by their use in phrases and short sentences.

Spelling.—Oral and written. Words from the reading lessons
;

also, other common words.
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Arithmetic.—Thorough in numeration, addition, subtraction, and
multiplication by three figures. The same in Federal money, with
practical applications. Multiplication table completed. Mental
Arithmetic through multiplication. Roman Numbers.
Common Tables.—Time, Liquid and Dry Measures, and Common

Weight (Avoirdupois) taught by illustrations, and, as far as possible,

by the use of objects.

Oral Geography.^ with maps.
Object Lessons.—Review and continue the topics of the Third

Grade, and add, in Foum—pentagon, hexagon, heptagon, octagon,
nonagon, decagon, arc, radius ; forms to be described ; also, com-
mon objects, by their shape.

Objects and Qualities.—^The shape, size, color, use, materials, and
qualities of objects, and where obtained. The qualities soluable,

fusible, congealed, fibrous, pungent, astringent, odorous, fragrant,

etc., etc., to be illustrated.

Size.—Measures from one inch to one yard, with exercises in

judging of these lengths.

Color.—Exercises for leading the pupils to notice colors that har-

monize or look well together.

Human Body.—Names and uses of parts of the organs of sense ;

also, the uses of the bones.

Animals.—Where found ; their uses, habits, structure, and com-
mon classes.

Plants.—Their parts and uses ; kinds used for food ;
fruits,

grains and nuts used for food.

Occupations.—Trades, tools, productions, commodities, etc.

Place and Direction.—The pupils to be led to notice and describe

the relative position of objects in the school-room,

Prawing and Writing.—Simple lessons in drawing from copies

or objects.

Slate Writing.—Words and short sentences to be written from
dictation.

First Grade.— Outline Cotorse.

Reading.—Lessons of the grade of the last half of a Third

Reader. The expression to be natural. The pupils to state in their

own language the subject matter of the lesson.

Punctuation.—Reviewed.
Elementary Sounds.—Words to be analyzed by sounds ; the

names of sounds given ; faults of enunciation corrected.

Pejinitions.—The meaning of words to be given, chiefly by their

use in phrases or short sentences, oral or written.

Spelling.—Words of the reading lessons ; also familiar words and
short sentences from dictation, orally and by writing on slates.

Arithmetic.—Numeration, addition, subtraction, multiplication,
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and short division ; in simple numbers and Federal money, with
practical applications. When thorough in these, teach long division,

anil begin the process with divisors containing but one figure ; re-

view daily the multiplication table.

Menial Arithmetic.—Division ; also reviews in each of the rules,

with practical examples. Oral Drills continued.

Roman Nnmhers.— Reviewed.
Division Table.—Taught in connection with a review of the

multiplication table.

Comvion Tables.—Review those of the Second Grade, and
add Long, Cloth and Surface measure ; also a miscellaneous table.

Object Lessons.—Review and continue the topics of the Second
Grade. The shapes of objects to be compared, and their resem-
blances and differences stated.

Description of Objects.—Objects to be described by their shape,

color, and obvious qualities.

Properties of Objects.—The properties which distinguish miner-
als, vegetables, and animals, to be illustrated.

Human Body.—Review the lessons of the previous grades, and
add parts, and uses of the skin, fnod, etc.

^rt??/2«/.<?.— Their habits, and the adaptation of their structures

to their habits ; also a simple classification of common animals by
their stiucture, as animuls with hoofs, claws, webbed feet, etc.

Occupations.— Exercises to give the pupils habits of observing
and describing common productions, commodities, etc. ; also to give

them ideas of the exchange and sale of these.

Geography.—First, teach the points of the compass ; then the

location and direction of the most prominent objects near the

school, and of the principal places in the city and its vicinity, as a

review.

Second.—The definitions relating to the forms of land and water,

from cards, blackboard, and outline maps.
Third.—The name of the city, state, and country in which the

pupils live, and of the places in the vicinity of the city, with the

location of the country shown on a globe and upon outline maps.
Teach the shape of the earth, and the location of the principal coun-

tries of the world by means of a globe and hemisphere maps, First

Steps in Geography, and by associations with their most familiar

animals, productions, and inhabitants ; also the location of the warm
and the cold countries.

Draioing and Writing.—Drawing continued as in the second

grade.

Slate Writing.—Continued, with the use of capitals, period,

hyphen, and question mark. Writing sentences from dictation.
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COURSE OF INSTKUCTION PKESCKIBED FOR GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

Fifth Grade.— Outline Course.

Reading.—Of the grade of a Fourth Reader, first half, with a
review of punctuation, .Roman numbers, and elementary sounds.

Spelling.— P'rom the reading lessons. Math miscellaneous words
and words derived therefrom ; also (?xercises in writing words and
short sentences from dictation.

Definitions.—From the reading lessons, to teach the meaning of
words, with illustrations, by forming sentences, in no case commit-
ted to memory, and mechanically recited. Easy exercises in pre-

fixes and suthxes, and their application.

Mental Aritknietic.—As far as in written arithmetic, exercises in

the analysis of operations, and in rapid calculations without
anal}' sis.

Written Arithmetic.—Through common fractions, with their

simple applications ; also a review of United States money and the
simple rules.

Geography.—Primary geography, including general outlines,

with definitions and illustrations, by means of the globe, of the
motions of the earth, zones, &c. Outlines of North America, in-

cluding the West Indies, the United States in detail, with special

reference to conspicuous and important localities, brief descriptions

of each State and Territory.

Outline Knowledge of Zoology.

Fourth Grade.— Outline Course.

Reading.—Of the grade of a Fourth Reader, last half, with the
exercises of the preceding grade.

Spelling and Definitions.—From the reading lessons, as in the
preceding grade.

Mental Arithmetic.— As far as in written arithmetic, with exer-
cises as in the Fifth Grade.

Written Arithmetic.—Through decimals, with practical applica-
tions in both common and decimal fractions, and their conversion
one into the other.

Geography.—Local and descriptive, through South America and
Europe ; the topics of the preceding grade to be occasionally
reviewed in outline.

Elementary Science.—By oral instruction. The uses and quali-

ties of familiar objects ; also, outline knowledge of botany, includ-
ing general structure and uses of plants.
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Third Grade.— Outline Course.

Heading.—Of tlie grade of a Fifth Reader, first half, with partic-

ular attention to empluisis, intonations, and naturalness of expression.

Spelling and Dejiniiions.—As in the preceding grade.

Mental Arithmetic — A review of the preceding grades, with
exercises in calculation and analysis.

Written Ar'tthmeiic.—Through denominate numbers andfractions,

with ])ractical applications.

Tahhs of money, weights, and measures reviewed and applied.

Geograjyhy.—Local and descriptive, through Asia, Africa, and
Oceanica ; localities as in the ])receding grades.

English Grammar.—lo include the analysis, parsing and con-
struction of simple sentences, and witii sucli definitions on7y as per-
tain to the parts of the sul)jects studied.

History of the United States.—The early discoveries and the out-

lines of Colonial History to 1753; important events only to be
taught, with such dates as are especially requisite for a complete
understanding of the subject.

Elementary Science.—l^y oral instruction ; the topics of the pre-
ceding grades continued and reviewed, and, in addition, the simple
outlines of mineralogy.

Second Grade.— Outline Course.

Heading.—Of the grade of a Fifth Reader, last half, continued,
with exercises as in the preceding grades.

Spelling.—From the reading lessons, with exercises in writing
miscellaneous words and sentences, and in the analysis and con-
struction of words according to the rules for spelling. Definitions
from the reading lessons.

Menial and Written Arithmetic.—Commercial, through percent-

age, interest, and profit and loss. Problems to be chiefly such as

involve the ordinary business transactions.

English Grammar.—Continued, with the analysis, parsing and
construction of eas}^ complex and compound sentences; also, writ-

ing short compositions under the inspection of the teacher.

History of the United States.—This is to be taught orally, accord-
ing to directions.

Physiology and Hygiene.—Simple outlines.

First Grade.— Outline Course.

Beading.—Of the grade of a Sixth Reader, with spelling and
definitions as in Second Grade.

Etymology.—With the analysis of w^ords and their formation
from given roots.

2
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Physical Geography.—Outlines.

Mental and Written Arithmetic.—Completed; special attention

being given to those subjects not taken up in the preceding grades.

Reviews, as may bo necessary, of all parts of the subject.

English Grammar.— Continued, with analysis, parsing and con-

struction, and the correction of false syntax ; also composition—the

latter to include impromptu exercises. Practice in letter-writing,

with instructions as to folding, directing, &c.
History of the United States.— Completed.
Algebra.—Through simple equations of one unknown quantity.

Natural Philosophy.—Outlines of Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Pneu-
matics, Acoustics, Pyronomics, Optics and Electricity, with use of

simple text-book.

£ook Keeping.
Constitution of the V. S.

ELEMENTARY SCIKXCE.

This is taught orally in all the classes. Of course it is not ex-

pected that the subject prescribed for any grade will be taught

exhaustively.

SATURDAY NORMAL SCHOOL.

The Normal School holds one session per week, on Saturday,

from 9 to 12 o'clock, in School Building No. 1. For many years

this school has been an invaluable adjunct to our school system,

nor is it likely that any modification of that system can have any
other result than to increase its usefulness.

HIGH SCHOOL.

This school continues to increase in numbers and usefulness. It

was opened in the fall of 1872, and the avei-age attendance of

pupils, for the year ending

—

June 30, 1873, was 58
" " 1874, " 131
" " 1875, " 224
" " 187H, " 245

It may confidently be predicted that the average attendance next

year will be not far from 300.
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As the graduates, year after yeai", take positions in .our schools as

teachers, we shall see tlie great advantage which the culture and
knowledge obtained in their High School course give thetn in the

acquisition of experience. The High School has already given us

what we have never had in this city—a place for obtaining that

advanced culture which we need in our teachers.

PUBLIC SCHOOL FREE LIBRARY.

We are indebted, for the first tuovement in favor of this library,

to the President of the Board, in 1873, who brought the matter

before the people, and the Legislature of this State was induced to

legalize the appropriation of $1,000 per year, troin city funds, for

the purcliase of books. $-1,000 have thus far been expended in

their purchase, and the number of volumes in tiie library is more
than 2,571.

The establishment of this library was wise and timely, as is

proved by the large numbers of pupils and teachers, meml)ers of

the Board and others, who make very frequent use of the books.

NEWARK.

George B. Sears, Superiktendhnt.

To E. A. Apgm\ State Superintendent

:

In connection with my statistical report, I present you with a

brief written statement.

In the way of extending school accommodations for additional

pupils, we have put an additional school room on the Elliott school-

house, at Woodside. In various parts of the city, we are very much
straitened for room, and I am not prophet enough to see any way
for a speedy relief.



20 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

There have" been registered, after deducting the number of dupli-

cate entries, 17,517; last year, 17,356.

According to the census, there are residing within the citj' limits,

between the ages of 5 and 18 years, 37,265 children ; last year,

37,206.

Over 200 have, upon examination, been admitted to the high
school from tlie grammar schools. The largest class that has grad-

uated from the high school, since its organization, held its com-
mencement exercises, June 28th, 1877, in tlie new institute hall.

A very large class in the Saturday Normal school, passed their

final examination, and will receive their graduating diplomas in

September. There are a large number of graduates from last year
who are unemployed and pressing their claims for positions.

And now with this additional class, the committee on teachers

must be very much embarrassed in miking their selections.

Question.—Can anything l)e devised to increase the demand or

diminisli the supply ?

CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.

Perhaps, as I am about to retire from the superintendency, it

would not ])e modest in me to say it, but I do not believe the schools

of Newark were ever in a more prosperous condition than they are

to-day. And I have no doubt but that my successor will greatly

improve upon tlie present.

One very prominent feature in connection with the schools during

the past year, has l)een the introduction of Prof. Smith's system of

industrial drawing. Teachers have taken hold of it, under the in-

struction of Mrs. Eleanor Smith, with an energy that can never fail

of success.

Our class teachers, as a whole, are a noble class of workers. I

don't believe there aie many eye servants. I don't believe, how-
ever, that there are many large classes of teachers, even like New-
ark teachers, in which a little sifting would not be beneficial.

In answering the question, " What amount of money was appro-

priated from the tax ordinance for teachers' salaries? " this year I

have collected together all the items of current expenses, aside from
salaries, and deducted that sum from the total appropriation, leav-

ing the remainder for salaries.

Newark, August 13th, 1877.
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NEW BRUNSWICK.

Henry B. Pierce, Superintendint.

To E. A. Aj)gar, State Superiniendent

:

I take pleasure iu sending you the statistical report of the schools

of this city, for the year ending August 31st, 1877.

The school census taken in July last, shows a marked increase over
that of the previous year. The average number in attendance has
been 210 greater than last year, and the average cost for tuition has
been diminished nearly 81 per child, without reducing the salaries

of teachers. This has been accomplished by means of the superior

accommodations for grading and classilication of pupils, which our
high school building furnishes.

Public interest in the schools is very encouraging. This is evi-

denced in the large attendance upon the examinations and public
exercises. At the exercises of the graduating class last June, the

large hall of the high school was packed with .lOO people, and it

"was estimated by those outside, that a larger number went away,
unable even to see within the room. The interest is also shown in

the great anxiety that many citizens manifest in trying to have theii

children present every day. As you may well believe, all efforts on
the part of parents and pupils to secure a perfect attendance at

school, are fully appreciated by the teachers.

At the close of the last school year, the names of 261 pupils were
read, who had not missed a day during the year. Of this number,
live had not missed a day for eight years ; four, seven years ; ten,

six years; six, five years ; sixteen, four years ; twenty seven, three

years; thirty -four, two years; and one hundred and fifty-nine, one
year.

evening schools.

In accordance with the expressed desire of many citizens, the

board, last fall, opened evening schools for males, 14 years of age or

over, who, by reason of employment, were unable to attend the day
schools. The session lasted three months. There were enrolled HI
pupils ; the average roll was Q'd^ and the average attendance 81. The
entire expense for teachers, janitor and gas, was $36d. The school
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was opened, soniewliat, as an experiment, but the results wei-e such
as to warrant a rejjetition this fall, and probably hereafter, evening
schools Avill become a permanent institution in our citj. Consider-

ing the rebults achieved, the improvement in public sentiment in

regard to public education, the increase in the attendance upon the

schools, it is safe to write that the past year has been a prosperous
one for the cause of education in Kew Brunswick.

OEANGE.

U. W. CuTTS, Superintendent.

2'o E. A. AjH/ur, State Superintendent

:

I have the honor of presenting to you the statistical report of the

])ublic schools of the city of Orange, for the year ending August
81st, 1877. At the time of forwarding that of last year, 1 had been

so recentl}^ elected to the position of superintendent that 1 was not

l)repared to offer any statement beyond the bare statistics. At the

present time, a few remarks in connection with the report may not

be inapj)ro])riate.

In spite of the drawback of insufficient accommodations, there

has been a steady increase of numbers in our schools. A gain of

166 has been made in the total enrollment, in comparison with that

of last year. While the number in attendance the entire school

year of 200 days is less than that for the year preceding, the num-
ber attending eight months and more, is considerably larger, and
the average attendance siiows a gain of five per cent, upon the

whole enrollment. Stormy weather, bad traveling, and contagious

sickness during some uionths, have very much reduced the atten-

dance in the lower grades, and materially atfected that in the

higher classes; but, in quite a number of cases, an average attend-

dance, for the month, of 96 and 97 per cent, has l)eeri attained by
entire classes, some of these being in the primary departments. In

one or two instances, an average of 98 per cent has been reached.

On account of the large number of children applying for admis-
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sion, with a limited ninnber of sittings, it was found necessary, at

the beginning of the year, in the case of one or two of the primary
classes, to form two divisions, requiring the attendance of one, in

the morning only, and of the other in the afternoon, with the same
teacher. An influx of new applicants at tiie beginning of the

summer term, rendered a further adoption of this plan necessary
;

and during the latter })art of the 3'ear, there have been eight divi-

sions of classes in attendance, upon the half-time system. Although
objection has been made to this, yet, judging from its results in the

schools as a whole, I am pi'epared to endorse it, in its application

to the lower primary grades. Looking at the matter from a sani-

tary point of view, an attendance at school of three hours a day,

for children of five or six years of age, is better than one of five

houi's ; and a careful examination of our half-time classes has shown
tiiat the pi'ogress of the pupils is in no wise behind what it was
under the full-day plan. l"he teachers in charge of the half-time

classes have received extra compensation.
In the higher grades, as well as in the lower, more or less diffi-

culty in the accommodation of pupils has been experienced. In
some of the classes, the number of pupils in the room w^as greater
than that of the sittings ; at the same time, it was not large enough
to warrant the division of the class. In such cases, extra seats

were placed in the rooms as a temporary arrangement ; and the

teachers, though laboring against obvious disadvantages, did the

best they could under the circumstances. They were aware that

the Board of Education was willing to do all in its power to assist

them ; they also realized that it was impossible to do full justice to

the class, in the crowded state of the room.
The results of the examinations show that commendable progress

lias been made in the schools during the past year. While recog-

nizing the usafulness of good text books, it has been our aim to

caution against such a use of them as to hamper the teacher, and to

inculcate the necessity on the part of the pupil of grasping ideas

rather than of mastering a mere form of words. In conducting, the

term examinations, I have had the able co-operation of various mem-
bers of the Board of Education.
The progress of the schools in vocal music, under the supervision

of the special instructor, Mr. M. B. Bartlett, has been entirely sat-

isfactory. Each class, or division comprising two or more classes,

lias received one lesson a week frun Mr. B. At the time of his

weekly visit to each class, Mr. B. has assigned a lesson to be studied

and practised during the coming week under the direction, of the

teacher, a few minutes each day being allotted to this purpose. The
lesson is read and sung to him at his next visit. In addition to the

lesson assigned, the class receives various exercises in siuijing at sight,
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writing music, chromatics, &c. At exhibitions given during the
year in connection with the High School, and at the graduation
exercises in June, the musical part of the programme was accept-
ably filled by pupils of the higher grades.

The High School Department has been occupying one of the rooms
in the High School building, with recitation rooms in connection

;

the remaining part of the building being mostly used by grammar
classes. Two teachers, a lady and a gentleman who acts as assist-

ant principal, are employed in this department; the principal also

has had some daily recitations. With the gradual increase of num-
bers, the one room has hardly been sufficient for the purposes of the
school, and it is probable that with the number to be promoted from
the highest grammar grade, an additional room will be required dur-

ing the coming year. There are two courses of study in this grade»

one of three and one of four years Pupils satisfactorily complet-
ing either of these receive a diploma to correspond. Several of the
graduates and former pupils of the schot)l are engaged in teaching
in the lower grades. There is a good reference library l)elonging to

the school, to which additions are made from time to time bv the
liberality of friends. The proceeds of an entertainment given a short

time since by a literary society composed of pupils and former pupils

of the school, for the benefit of the librarj', will be of very material

assistance. The Board of Education has recently furnished the

school with some valuable philosophical apparatus.

While far from claiming perfection for thejn, it can be said with
truth that the past year has been a successful one in our schools.

It is the aim of the Board of Education, sustained by a strong public

sentiment, to raise them to a still higher standard of efficiency.

PASSAIC.

Samuel W. Rice, Superintendent.

To E. A. Aijgar, State Superintendent:

Enclosed find statistical report of the schools of this city, for the

year ending August 31st, 1877.

The attendance in all the schools has been larger, and the average
higher, than any previous year. Some of the departments have
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been crowded ; this has been owing to the seating capacity of tlie

rooms, rather than to the excess of pupils in each grade. During
the months of May and June, we had over one lumdred pupils in

the basement of the No. 1 school. To accommodate this increase
of pupils, a new school building is in process of construction, and
will be ready for use by the 1st of November.
The evening school was well attended, and was kept open three

and a half months.
There were eight graduates from the high school.

A reunion of the graduates for the past tivc years was held at the
house of the Principal on the evening after the commencement ex-

ercises, and interesting class reports were read.

PHILLIPSBURG.

Joseph PI. Brensingek, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent :

Education in our State is progressive; and I am happy to state

in this my report that the educational interests in Phillipsburg are

no exception to the rule. We have accomplished more during the

last year than any year which has come under my knowledge. The
diagram of studies made out by me last year, and incorporated in

my last report, has been followed strictly and faithfully by the

teachers, and the advancement made has been marked and observ-

able. Especially has this been the case in the grammar schools.

The teachers have been rewarded by knowing that it is the univer-

sal opinion of the town that the graduates have been better pre-

pared to enter the high school than any previous classes. But
while this is true in reference to the grammar schools, much yet

remains to be done. Duriuir the vacation, I have been carefully

preparing a diagram of studies to be pursued by the intermediate

departments. One year from this date I shall be better able to

inform you of the results attained by it. We have had to battle,

during the year, with irregular attendance, and a paucity of books

in the hands of the pupils—the results of the hard times. Many
men, who were very loath to deprive their children of an educa-

tion, have been compelled to take their children from school and
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put tliem to work, in order to gain subsistence for the family. But
we hope for better times—then we can obviate this evil of irregu-

larity of attendance.

COMMISSIONERS.

Our board of commissioners has not changed materially from last

3'ear, and the accessions that we have received have been men who
have the cause of education at heart, and their places could not

have been tilled by better material. The membei's of the board,

during the last year, have done more actual work than any pre-

vious year to my knowledge, and have rendered the superintendent

valuable services, which it is necessary he should have, in his two-

fold office of superintendent and teacher, in order to make his work
a perfect success. They have been a unit in sustaining the rightful

acts of the superintendent and teachers, and thereby have engen-

dered a healthy sentiment in favor of discipline and supervision, the

^ood effects of which will manifest themselves in future years.

TEACHERS.

With very few changes our teachers remain the same as last

year. The places of those who have retired have generally been
tilled by graduates of our high school who have been four years

under our instruction, and are much better qualified to carry out

our plans than outsiders would be.

During the past year deatii entered our flock and bore away our

esteemed friend and co-laborer. Miss Helen Skinner. She fell, a

martyr in the cause of education ; and whilst we can do nothing

more than mourn her loss now, her many genial and estimable

traits of character will keep her memory as green in our minds as

the sod that covers her last resting place.

The Principal of our High School, Mr. S. A. Besson, A. B.,

resigned two months before the close of the year, and his place was
filled by Mr. E. C. Beers, A. B., a graduate of Lafayette College,

class of 1877. Mr. Beers has already proved himself the right man
in the right place. He was the first pupil we prepared for Lafayette

College from Phillipsburg. He graduated high in his class ; and a

few years' experience will show him to be an eminent instructor,

CLASSIFICATION.

The classification lias i-emained much the same from last year,

with the exception of the Grammar Schools, to which my attention

has been directed more particularly than to any others. I hope to

be able to thoroughly grade the intermediate, and devote as much
time to the secondaries and primaries as 1 possibly can. This being



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 27

accomplished, the thorough grading of these schools will be easily

attained. The board has rented half ol" the Parochial School build-

ing, to satisfy the influx of pupils who last year attended the Paro-
chial School. We have the privilege of renting the other half of

the l)uilding, if needed, so that we shall i»esure ot good accommoda-
tion foi- the coniing year.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

We graduated the largest class from our High School, this year,

consisting of 16 members:

Anna Bennett, John Gammell,
Lauia Bowers, H. Budd Howell,
Fannie Cathart. William Koch,
Josie Coleman, Emma Hanar,
Benjamin Colby, Kate Leidy,

Clara Correll, Carrie Teel,

Lizzie Fuller, Lizzie Teel,

AVilliam C. Freeman. Kate Wamsley.

The exercises were held in the M. E. church—the largest audito-

rium in our town ; and it was filled so densely, that several ladies

fainted, and scarcely one-half of the friends of the graduates were
able to gain admission. The exercises went off without a balk, or

anything to mar the harmony of the occasion. Many of the gradu-

ated intend to teach ; all of the ladies, and some of the gentlemen
having been examined and obtained teachers' certificates.

Three of the bovs—William Koch, H. Budd Howell, and John
Gammell—were examfned for admission to Lafayette College, and
all entered in full standing. This last examination has given our
High School quite a laudal)le standing, as there were between 50
^nd 60 applicants, and only one, beside the Phillipsbnrg students,

entered without conditions. The AVarren Democrat, Easton Ex-
press, and Easton Free Press, deserve mention for the uniform
manner in which they have assisted us in properly presenting the

cause of education to the people, ^^e append the corrected diagram
of studies :

HIGH SCHOOL.

E. C. Bkers, a. B.. Pi-incipal. Mrs. C. W. Couch, Assistant.

A Ci ASS

—

First Term.

Virgil (2d, 3d, and 4th books,) and Versification : Geometry
(four books) ; Anabasis (four booksj ; Syntax ; Biblical Geography

;

Botany.
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A Class—Second Term.

Latin Prose ; Greek Prose ; Parser and Analyzer ; Cicero (seven

orations); Arithmetic (review); Astronomy.

A Class—Third Term.

Algebra (review) ; Geometry (review) ; Csesar (review) ; Virgil

(review); Anabasis (review) ; Metric System ; Ancient Geography

;

Modern Geography (review.)

B Class—First Term.

Arithmetic (to Art. 5orj); Algebra (to Simple Equations); Latin

Reader (completed) ; Syntax ; Goodrich's Greek Reader ; Crosby's

Greek Reader ; Geology.

B Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (completed) ; Algebra (through Radicals) ; Caesar,

(first book), Pronunciation ; Greek Testament (Matthew.)

B Class—Third Term.

Algebra (completed) ; Virgil, (one book). Quantity ; Greek Testa-

ment (Luke and John) ; Geology ; Virgil (Buc. 10 Eel.) ; Natural

Philosophy.

C Class—First Term.

English Grammar (Syntax) ; Latin (Harkness' Introdnctory

—

completed) ; Algebra (Robinson's Elementary) ; Roman History
^

Spelling ; Arithmetic. t

C Class—Second Term.

English Grammar (review) ; Arithmetic ; Latin (Harkness' In-

troductory—completed) ; Algebra (Rol)inson's Elementary) ; Grecian

History ; Spelling.

C Class—Third Term.

English Grammar (completed) ; Prosody ; Arithmetic (Robin-

son's, to Art. 330) ; Latin Reader, (commenced). Etymology
;
Alge-

bra (Robinson's Elementary—completed); Grecian History; Spell-

ing.
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D Class—First Tp:rm.

Arithmetic ; English Grammar (to Verb) ; Physiology ; Reading
;

Spelling.

D Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic ; English Grammar (Verb) ; Pliysiology ; Reading

;

Spelling.

D Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic; English Grammar, (Etymology review); Roman
History ; Reading ; Spelling.

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

No. 1.—M. M. FiSK, Principal. No. 2.—J. C. Butler, Principal

;

Kate McKinney, Assistant. No. 8.—E. Lommason, Principal ; S.

Woodward, Assistant.

A Class—First Term.

Arithmetic (to Denominate Numbers): Grammar (to Irregular

Verbs); Geography (to South America) ; History U. S. (Review to

Mexican War) ; Spelling ; Reading.

A Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (to Duodecimals) ; Grammar (to Simple and Cora-

pound Sentences) ; Geography (to Africa) ; History U. S. (to Terri-

torial Growth of U. S.) ; S])elling; Reading.

A Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (to Simple Interest) ; Grammar (completed and re-

viewed) ; History (J. S. (completed and reviewed); Spelling;
Reading.

B Class—First Term.

Arithmetic (through Common Fractions) ; Grammar (to Syntax)

;

Geography (to Middle Atlantic States) ; History U. S. (to French
and Indian Wars) ; Spelling ; Reading.

B Class -Second Term.

Arithmetic (through Decimal Fractions) ; Grammar (to Relative
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Pronouns); Geograpliy (to Te. ritories) ; History U. S. (to Battle of

Trenton) ; Spelling ; Reading.

B Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (to Coinponnd Numbers); Grammar (to Yerb and
Review) ; Geograpii}" (to South America); History U. S. (through
Revolution) ; Spelling ; Reading.

C Class—Fir st Term.

Arithmetic (to Fractions) ; Grammar (to the Participle) ; Geogra-
phy (to United States); Spelling; Reading.

C Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (to Multiplication of Fractions) ; Grammar (to Inter-

rogative Pronoun); Geography (to South Atlantic States); Spell-

ing ; Reading.
C Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (to Decimals); Grammar (to Syntax); Geography
(through Gulf States) ; Spelling ; Reading.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS.

No. 1, A

—

Kate Brown, Principal. No. 1, B

—

John Sheppard,
Principal. No. 2

—

Mary Caffery, Principal. No. 3—M. S.

Walters, Principal ; Ida Beers, Assistant,

A Class—First Term.

Arithmetic (through L. C. M.) ; Geography (Monteith's Compre-
hensive to Historical Geography) ; Reading (New American Fourth
Reader, 25 lessons)) Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 103 lessons.)

A Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (through Addition of Fractions) ; Geography (Mon-

teith's Comprehensive to Dominion of Canada) ; Reading (New
American Fourth Reader, 44 lessons) ; Speller (Pronouncing Speller,

168 le-ssons).

A Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (through Common Fractions); Geography (Monte'.ths'

Comprehensive to New England States) ; Reading (New American
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Fourth Reader, 63 lessons) ; Speller (Pronouncing Speller, 226
lessons).

B Class—First Term.

Arithmetic (through Fundamental Rules); Geography (Mon-
teith's Elementary to Europe) ; Reading (New American Fourth
Reader, 20 lessons) ; Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 90 lessons).

B Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (to Fractions) ; Geography (Monteith's Elementary
to Africa); Reading (New American Fourth Reader, 36 lessons);

Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 138 lessons).

B Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (to Subtraction of Fractions) ; Geography (Monteith's

Elementary (Completed) ; Reading (New American Fourth Reader,
46 lessons); Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 153 lessons).

C Class— First Term.

Arithmetic (to ftivision) ; Geography (Monteith's Elementary to

Middle Atlantic States) ; Readitjg (New American Fourth Reader,.

18 lessons); Spelling (I ronouiicing Speller, 87 lessons).

C Class—Second Term.

Arithmetic (to L. C. M.); Geograidiy (Monteith's Elementary
to South Amei'ica) ; Reading (New American P^'ourth Reader, 30
lessons); Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 120 lessons),

C Class—Third Term.

Arithmetic (to Fractions); Geography (Monteith's Elementary to-

Asia); Reading (New American Fourth ti>'eader, 40 lessons);.

Spelling (Pronouncing Speller, 145 lessons).
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RAHWAY.

James Anderson, Superintendent.

To E. A. A'pgar, State Superintendent

:

I have the lionor to submit to you my annual report, which, in

connection with the statistics recently mailed to you, shows a true

exhibit of the condition of the schools subject to my supervision,

for the scholastic year ending A.ngust 31st, 1877.

Although the number of children ot suitable age to attend school

was 92 less than the preceding year, we had an increased registra-

tion and average attendance. Fewer cases of truancy and tardi-

ness were reported than formerly, and means are used to secure

still better results in these particulars in the future.

The curriculum of our grammar departments is being revised,

and some of the more advanced studies placed on that of the High
School. Our public scliools have been gradually growing in favor

from year to year, and are now patronized by all classes of citi-

zens, and private schools have nearly been wholly abandoned. It

is true the cry of "hard times" is frequently heard among us,

and much is said of high taxes necessary for the support of the

schools, but it is seldom that a word is uttered against their man-
agement or efficiency—it is almost universally conceded that they

are doing their work well.

The teachers of last year were all re-engaged, except two, whose
places were satisfactorilj" filled. The receptions held at the closing

exercises of the schools were well attended, and much gratification

expressed at the manner in which the pupils generally acquitted

themselves. Most of our clergymen were present on these occa-

sions, and spoke in laudatory terms of the management and pro-

gress of the schools.

A comparison of the statistics of this and last year shows a much
smaller number who attend no school in favor of the former, which
augurs well for the future.

I think it may be safely said that our High School Department
is fully established, and its usefulness guaranteed by its success.

Mr. W. B. Du.Rie, its first principal, accepted a similar position,
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at a higher salary, at Bayomie, and the services of Mr. E. L.

Anderson, formerly of Metuchen, were secured in his stead. Hi?
supervision and management are favorably spoken of, and the for-

mer prestige of the school is fully maintained.

In conclusion, it may be conscientiously said that our teacher?
generally have felt a deep interest in their work, and that the past

year has been one of unusual prosperity for our schools.

3





REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

ATLANTIC COUNTr.

George B. Wight, Superintendent.

To E. A. Ajpgai\ State Superintendent

:

I have the honor to submit the accoinpanying annual report of

the condition of the public schools in Atlantic county, for the year

end ng Augnst 3ist, l'6ll. While the report exhibits fully the

work of the year, it may not be inappropriate for me to add a few
words by way of explanation or suggestion

:

SCHOOL PROPERTY.

The school property in the county is valued at $93,000. In

May, 1873, when I entered upon the duties of this office, it was

valued at $71,270—an increase of $21,730 in less than five years.

But, as gratifying as this increase is, it ought to have been greater.

There are 46 school buildings in the county, graded as follows

:

very good, 16; good, 9; po,)r, 9; very poor, 12. Several of those

reported " very poor" are in districts too small to build, or even to

maintain a school the required time, and too remoce to be united to

other districts ; but the remainder, and some of those reported as

" poor," are in districts able to do better things. Their buildings

are wretched relics of former generations, destitute of every requi-

site for comfort, health or beauty—the very sight of which is suffi-

cient to create in the mind of the child an abhorrence for school. I

would remind the citizens of these districts that they owe it to

themselves, to their children—whose culture is of so much impor-

tance—to the intelligence and prosperity of their country, and to

their State—whose liberality in law and apportionment has done so

much for them—to at once erect suitable school buildings, well-

appointed and attractive.
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In the matter of school buildings, it is evident to me that their

style and appointments ought not be left entirely to the determina-

tion of local building committees, who, in many instances, while
having the best intentions, are entirely unfamiliar with ihe want&
of a public school : erecting houses having serious defects as to

ventilation, heating, light, and many other important respects

—

defects which could easily have been corrected in the plan, but
which must now remain for a generation, at least. If all plans for

school buildings required the approval of the State Superintendent

before the tax could be levied, it would prevent mistakes in the

future. I am glad to be able to report that Egg Harbor City, Dis-

trict No. 47, has completed and occupied its large and well-arranged

house, erected at a cost of $7000, and is now in a condition to do
still more excellent service in the work of educating the young.

FINANCES.

The school finances have not improved. There has been a steady

decrease in the receipts fn-m the State for several years past. In

1873 the State appropriations amounted to $21,936.46. During
the ensuing year, with a census 258 greater, they wnll amount to

$20,069.11—a decrease of $1877.35, even upon the bases of the

same census. This decrease is in part owing to the financial condi-

tion of the country, and a consequent shrinkage in valuations, but

not wholly to this cause, for the decrease commenced several years

prior to the financial troubles. The chief cause is the practice,

which obtains in several of the large and populous counties, of

reducing their ratables so as to deprive the State of its legitimate

revenue, and then increasing their local rates, that they may still

derive sufficient income for local purposes. This piece of dishon-

esty—commonly regarded as shrewd financiering— has not even

the merit of being new, having been practiced for years in several

important interior counties of the State of New York.

During the year covered by the report, the receipts from the

State we're $2<.',49.060. Tlie townships raised$5,666.5u additional,

and the districts for salaries and building purposes $141,38.64, to

which must be added $2,085.25, moneys in the hands of the collec-

tors from last year's apportionments, making a total from all sources

of $43,380.99. The amount expended on keeping the schools in

operation, not including building or improving, was $31,355.60,

which, for the entire census, 4,973 was at the rate of $6.30 per child,

or for the number enrolled, 3,517, at the rate of $8.90 per child.

It will be seen by this report, that Atlantic county does not depend

upon the State aid for the entire support of the schools. The amount
of local tax is an evidence that the county is doing its utmost to

secure to all its children a good common school education, free of

cost. This is all the more commendable when it is remembered that
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the county is settled only on its waterfront, and along its few lines

of travel, that its interior is almost an unhroken forest, unproduc-
tive, and nearly valueless for taxation, and even that well nigh ruined
by the fires which have swept over tens of thousands of acres ; and
that its shi])ping interests, its main source of revenue, have greatly
sufifered from the stringency of the times.

The finances have been well administered by the several town-
ship collectors ; my thanks are due them for their co-operation. I

am greatly indebted to our excellent county collector, Daniel E.
Iszard, Esq., of Mays Landing. A warm friend of public schools,

he has spared no pains to advance their interests, and in several
marked instances, his influence lias been of the utmost importance.
I take this pul»lic opportunity of returning him my tlianks for his

active co-operation in the cause of public instruction.

TRUSTEES.

The several boards of trustees, are generally much interested in

their schools. Their duties are frequently laborious and perplexing,

and their official acts, performed in good faith, and for the best in-

terests of the schools, occasionally cause dissatisfaction, but I have ob-

served that the sober second thought of the people is generally
favorable to the measures of which they complained. Though
nobody thinks of thanking a school trustee, or thinks of him at all,

officially, perhaps, unless something goes wrong, I can assure the

good citizens of Atlantic county, that the very respectable body of

men who serve them, gratuitously, in this capacity, merit their kind
appreciation.

TEACHERS.

There are 68 teachers employed in the county, 31 of whom are
males, and '37 females. Of this number, 8 are graduates of the

Normal School of New Jersey; 3 have attended that school, but
did not graduate ; and three are graduates of Normal Schools of

other States. 5 of the teachers have first grade State certificates;

8, second grade State certificates ; 17, first grade county certificates
;

10, second grade county certificates, and 28, third grade county cer-

tificates. The average salary of male teachers is $57.6i per month,
and of female teachers, $39.50. It has pained me to witness the

general reduction in salaries, ali-eady pitifully small. I labored hard
to stay it. Init the decrease in the State appropriations made it inevi-

table. Yet the teachers, knowing the actual condition of affairs,

and that the people were already heavily taxed, accepted the reduc-

tion with good grace, and went to their work with the same enthu-
siasm as before. I congratulate the county upon having so earnest,

80 intelligent, so effective a corps of instructors.
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ATTENDANCE.

The exhibit of attendance is not as favorable as could be desired.

Out of a total of 4,884 children of proper age, the census of last

year, 3,ol7 were enrolled, which, after making allowance for

removals and those attending private schools, leaves 1,037 wha
attended no school during the year. The non-attendance of so

many children is a very serious matter. I have carefully investi-

gated it, and iind, after making allowance for those between the

ages of 17 and 18, who at that age are generally put to work, if

ever, and those between 5 and 6, who are deemed by some parents

too young to attend school, and the few who are incapacitated by
reason of physical disability, that there still remain nearly 500
who must be classed as willful delinquents. This non-attendance

is continually an obstacle to the raising of additional school funds,

even when financial matters are prosperous ; and I am satisfied

that if the children were compelled to attend the schools, in most
instances but few objections would be urged to the raising of suffi-

cient funds to insure our teachers an adequate compensation. The
argument is, that the public school is a public good only when the

children are in attendance upon it, and if one class of citizens must
be taxed to support this public good, the otiier class must be under
a like necessity to send its children to the school, that the desired

pul)lic benefit may be realized; and in my judgment the position

thus taken is unassailable. Every argument as to expense or loss

of earnings which the parent may urge, is equally forcible when
urged by the tax-payer. This state of aft^airs seems to call for an
imperative compulsory act. The one at present on the statute

books savors too much of timidity, and was evidently framed in

fear of the voter whose children run the streets and highways,
growing up in ignorance, idleness and crime, for the coming gen-

eration to support or punish.

EXAMINATIONS.

The examinations have been regularly held, in which I have been
ably assisted by S. H. D. Hoffman, Principal of the school at

Mays Landing, and a portion of the time by G. B. Schroeder,

Principal of the school at Egg Harbor City, both of them teachers

of culture and experience. Fifty-one certificates were granted, a&

follows : first grade, 14 ; second grade, 7 ;
third grade, 30. Seven-

teen were rejected. It has been the aim of the examiners to make
these examinations rigid and impartial, for while our counties are

flooded with applicants for schools, persons who have few if any
qualifications, who have no interest in, or sympathy with, our sys-

tem of public instruction, desiring only to secure a livelihood in the

easiest manner possible, and willing to teach for any compensation
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that will barely insure it, it is only by a severe examination that
our tried and experienced teachers can be protected in their

chosen professions.

teachers' institute. *

The annual institute was held at Atlantic City last November,
and was a time of great practical advantage to the teachers, all

but five of whom were present. The exercises consisted of class

instruction during the day, and lectures each evening, by promi-
nent educators, who presence the liberality of the State secured
to us. We had with us Hon. E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent
of New Jersey ; Hon. B. G. Northrop, State Superintendent of
Connecticut; Dr. Samuel Lockwood, County Superintendent of

Monmouth ; Miss Minnie Swayze, the accomplished elocutionist,

and S. R. Morse, Esq., Superintendent of Atlantic City, to all of
whom we return thanks for valuable instruction.

In conclusion. Pardon me for a few remarks of a personal
nature. I entered upon the duties of this office in May, 1873, and,
while engaged in other pursuits, and having other interests demand-
ing time and attention, I have given to the work every moment
that could be devoted to it, and for several years, time which. I

fear, honestly belonged to my profession ; but, interested in the

cause, I labored as best I could to promote its interests. In looking
over the past, I rejoice at what has been accomplished, but regret

that so much has been left undone. Removing from the county
last spring, I tendered my resignation to you, but at the request of

those in authority I consented to serve until the close of the school

year. With tins report, therefore, my official duties cease ; but it

is gratifying to know that other and abler hands will take up the

work and carry it forward into the future. Mr. S. R. Morse, who
has been selected as my successor, I have known long and well as

an earnest and intelligent worker in the cause of public instruction,

I bespeak for him the same cordiality and kind consideration which
have uniformly been accorded me by the good citizens of Atlantic

county.

With regard to the school system of our State, I desire to say

that I have been deeply interested in it for nearly twenty years.

I have observed it from the time when, in 1858, a few choice

spirits among the teachers, some of whom have since gone to their

rest, labored so earnestly to secure a State Board of Education,

that our system might be placed upon a sure foundation, with

better opportunities for development, through all the contests

waged, for years, with ignorance, prejudice and seltishness, until

the desired end was gained, and witli it, finally, a system of public

education, in many essential respects, the best ever enacted in any
State. But such a system, however perfect, is inoperative without
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d central authority exercising general superintendence over the
whole; and if that sui)ervision be competent, then is that system
vigorous and healthy, developing as the educational wants of the

people demand. Such has been your supervision, sir, and it re-

quires no acuteness of perception to observe that the excellent

results wliich have been achieved by the free schools of New Jer-

sey are largely due to the ripe scholarship, the practical experience,

the unselfish devotion, and the rare executive ability which you
have brought into your office as State Superintendent. Please
accept my thanks for your many kindnesses, and the valuable

assistance which you have been so readv to render.

BERGEN COUNTY.

John A. Dkmarest, Superintendent.

To E. A. Ajxjar^ State Superlntevident

:

Sir—In obedience to the requirements of the school law, I here-

with submit my second annual report of the condition of the

schools in Bergen county, for the year ending August Slst, 1877.
The statistical report accompanying this, has been prepared with

much care, and tells its own story. While it exhibits the number
of childi-cn, the attendance, the financial condition &c., of each dis-

trict, still there are many things connected with the workings of

the schools, which can only be shown by a written report. While
it is of infinite value, still it will only prove interesting to those

wlio, with patience, will ponder well over its figures, and compare
them with former years. To all, however, without comment, we
commend its perusal, allowing them to draw their own conclusions.

That portion of Bergen county which formed a part of District

No. 1, lludson count}', has been, by mutual consent, united to Dis-

tricts Nos. 1 and 4—the order taking efiect August 1st.

While we have not succeeded in making the many needed changes
in school buildings, contemplated at the commencement of the year,

still we are able to report some progress. Two new school build-

ings—one in District No. 2, and the other in District No. 7—have
been comjileted, three are now being erected, and several impor-
tant changes in the shape of repairs, re-furnishing, t^c, have been,
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and are being made in the schools. Consequently, some that are
marked " medium," now, will be classed "good" another year.

The prediction made in my last report, in reference to the school
buildings in the village of Mackensack, has been partially verified,

and trust ere long, will become wholly true.

On the eve of the new school year, amid a large concourse of
citizens, and in the presence of the Hon. A. W. Cutler, Dr. Howe,
and ex-Governor K. M. Price, who were present by invitation, to

participate in the ceremonies, the corner-stone for a new school
building was laid in District No. 31, that will, when completed,
satisfy the wants of the district, be an ornament to the town, and,
we trust, will help elevate the educational interests of the county.

District No. 32 is now vigorously agitating the question of a

new school building, with quite a possibility of success. The
light is beginning to dawn, and we are looking forward to glorious

results.

The trustees of District No. 23, Pascack, during the latter part

of spring, made application to have their district divided, for the

reason that " their building could not accommodate the children of

the district, and the teacher was incapable of attending to the many
wants of the pupils." I advised them to call the district together,

state their case to the people, and say, " that their application had
been refused, and were advised to enlarge their building and em-
ploy an assistant teacher." They acted upon the suggestions oiFered,

called a meeting, and the legal voters authorized them to rebuild.

Plans and specifications were immediately di-awn, the contract

awarded, and the building is now nearly ready for use. When
completed, it will be an economical, tasty building, as well as a

great acquisition to the educational interests of the district.

This is one of the several applications of a like character received
the past year, and the same advice has been given to all, but none
have acted on it, only the one cited above.
While the number of school houses might have been increased

by granting these applications, still, the resources of those districts

would have been weakened, and, in a measure, the power of their

schools destroyed. Thus, they would have been compelled to em-
ploy inferior talent, and the result would have been two fifth-rate

schools, instead of the possibility of one good one now. This evil

has been too prevalent already, in the county, and I would prove
recreant to my trust, if I did not try to stay its course—my duty
being to build up, rather than to destroy.

109 applications for licenses have been received, br.t only 77 cer-

tificates granted— 32 being rejected. Of this number, 8 were of

the First, 13 of the Second, and 56 of the Third Grade. It is grati-

fying to notice that the number for the higher grades is gradually

increasing—nearly -jO per cent, of the whole number granted being

for the First and Second Grades—showiiiij that there are many
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teachers in the county who are not satisfied with merely a Third
Gi'ade Certificate, but are desirous of reachino; the hio-hest standard
that can be attained.

One hundred and thirty school visitations have been made during
the year, and careful notes made of each visit. Nearly all have
been visited twice, and some a greater number of times. While
marked improvements are seen in many, others have not advanced
as rapidly as we had hoped, but 1 trust that time and perseverance

will remedy the defects, and all will soon prove worthy of com-
mendation.

Several meetings of the Township Board of Trustees have been
held, with good results. During these meetings I tried to impress
upon their minds the great importance of properly educating our
children, their duties and responsibilities as trustees, and the great

necessity of employing competent teachers to take charge of our
scliools. They have always been attentive listeners, willing to receive

advice in all kindness, and apparently ready to act on any sugges-

tion that has a tendency to raise the standard of our schools.

The Annual Teachers' Institute was held in the State street school-

house, Hackensaek, opening December 4th, and closing December
7th. It was a grand success, and did all the law desii^ned. Ninety-
four teachers out of ninety-eigiit were present—being the largest

number ever together at an Institute in this county. The exercises

were conducted principally by home talent, and were of such a

practical nature that those present could not lielp but be benefited,

strengthened and encouraged in the great work in which they were
enstaged—that of training the voung.

Hon. E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,

occupied one period with his highly insteresting and instructive

lecture on " Education at tiie Centennial ;" passing through the

educational exhibits of all countries represented in the department
of the exhil)ition and closing with a glowing tribute to New Jersey,

classing her in the front rank.

Prof. Washington Hasbrouck, of the State Normal School, occu-

pied one period with a pi'actical address on the subject of "School
Discipline," giving the result of thirty-five years, hard work as a

teacher.

Hon. B. G. Noi-throp, of Connecticut, lectured on "The New
Era in Japan," and conducted two exercises— the one on the classi-

fication of language, and the other on the metric sj'stem.

The various topics were freely discussed, and perfect harmony
prevailed throughout its sessions. It has been remarked, that a

more attentive and appreciative body of teachers have not convened
in Bergen county for years than those who attended this Institute.

In my visitations through the county, I have found two very
serious obstacles impeding the progress of some of our schools, viz.,

the one, a lack of knowledge on the subjects taught, with no
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method of presenting them, and the otlier, improper classification,

with no plan of work to be accomplished—and hence no progres-

sion.

It was remarked by an old educator living in onr midst, a short

time since, that " many of onr teachers need tuition fully as much
as their pupils," and during my rambles among the schools the
above assertion has been verified time and time asfain, and caused
me to return to my home with a sad and aching heart.

Many teachers fail to realize the importance of their positions,

but view them as a mere matter of business—the same as a mer-
chant would consider any of his transactions— or consider them
mere stepping-stones to something better, or good, easy employ-
ment when nothing else is found to do. They enter a school-room
with no idea of its duties, no fixed plan of action, and consequently
produce no results. While, it may be true, they assign lessons and
hear recitations, nevertheless it is all done by the questions and
language of the text-book, without further explanation ; and the

result is, in nine cases out of ten, the crude ideas of the pupil be-

fore recitation have become clouded and befogged by recitation,

and he really knows less than he did before.

No school can prosper under such teaching, neither can the cause
of education advance where such things exist. I here boldly assert,

and defy contradiction, that no one can properly present an}' sub-

ject until it has been thoroughly mastered. While we all admit
that this state of things should not exist, still it does, and will, in a

greater or less degree, as long as we have the present system of

districts and trustees.

In order to remedy these evils as much as possible, and eflfect a

reform in many of our schools, as well as among many of our teach-

ers, a "Teachers' Association " has been formed, and a "manual,"
for the use of the teachers in the schools of this county, is now
being prepared.

This association has been regularly organized, is controlled by
officers elected annually, and governed by a Constitution and By-
Laws, the object being " to increase the usefulness and efficiency of

the teacher," and to build up the common school. To accomplish

this object, a regular four years' course of study has been instituted,

competent instructors appointed, and a meeting held once in every

two months, for recitation and drill. At the close of each year, it

is proposed to hold an examination, and at the end of the four

years' course, have a general examination, and grant certificates to

all who successfully pass the same.

How well it will succeed, and what influences it will create

among our schools, futurity alone will reveal ; but this much we
feel safe in predicting, that if the same interest continues that has

been manifested in the past, a glorious future awaits " The Teach-

ers' Association of Beriren Countv."
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The teachers will be compelled to study in order that thej may
appear well among their fellow teachers; thej will become familiar

with improved methods of instruction, and many valuable ideas

will be acquired, hence, our schools m.u,8t be beneiited.

In conclusion, we would say that through the active operation of

the various influences now being brought to bear upon the educa-
tional interests of tiie count3^ we soon hope to destroy many ob-

stacles which impede the progress of our schools, and bring them
up to a standard not excelled in the State.

Though many discouragements have met us in the discharge of

our duties, still a survey of the Held of labor affords us much grati-

fication. While another 3'ear of financial trouble, with its burdens
and cares, afiecting nearly every department of life, has passed and
gone, still a new school year, with its uncertainties and perplexities,

has dawned upon ns. While the past, with all its dread realities,

we know, the future can only be unfolded and revealed by time.

While the past may be fraught with many tender emotions and fond

recollections, as well as pregnant with many unpleasant remembran-
ces, the future cati only he marked with suGoess, so long as ^^e profit

hy the useful lessoyis of the past ^ and go forth, holdly iti the nams of
the Lord, to battle for the right.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

Edgar Haas, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apfjar, State Snperintendent

:

Li obediei»ce to the requirement of the law, I herewith transmit

you my second annual report of the condition of the schools in Bur-
lington county, for the school year ending August 31st, 1S77.

On contrasting tlie state of the schools for this year with that of

last, I find that, although in particular, it is not what we could have
washed, yet, in general, it is sufficient to cause us to rejoice, and to

feel that the cause of education is fast gaining the confidence, and
securing the fostering care of the people. And there are no two
things that more conspire to this end than the County Teachers'

Institute, and the County Teachers' Association.

In the Institute, the subjects under C')nsideration are of a general

character, so as to not only afford comprehensive instruction and
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social recreation to the teachers in attendance, but also to attract

popular sentiment, and enlist the sympathies of the people, upon
whom, after all, the success of everything noble, primarily and en-
tirely depends. This once gained, the work is more than half done,
and success is sure ; but when it is wanting, all efforts, however
great, noble, self sacrificing, on the part of officers and teachers, are
in vain, and the cause, under hap-hazard circumstances, floats

along on a dead level—success never appearing above the horizon.
With the sympathies and suggestions of their constituency, all

officers, whatever their rank, are, in their cause, almost omnipotent

;

and DO matter what may be the ultimatum of their labors and con-
siderations, as a demand to be borne and supported by their con-
stituency, whether in the shape of taxes, men, or even blood to the
death, it is freely and enthusiastically given. And what cause
more noble and divine than that of the physical, intellectual, and
spiritual development of our children—in a word, their education

;

where the chief demand upon the people is a general tax for the
support of a good common school—a school that aims not only to

pursue the primary studies, but even those higher ones, now only
obtainable in high schools, colleges, and universities, and thus fit

all our cliildren to become good and valuable citizens, capable
of meeting all demands made upon them, whether in the theoretical

or practical affairs of life.

The $100 used to defray the expenses of such Institutes, is money
well spent. In no other way could the same amount of service be
so cheaply obtained as in this. There are some who think it a use-

less expenditure. From the narrow, contracted view that they take
of the subject, it is impossible for them to trace any grand, general
result back to its source—the popular will. They can never get
farther back than the first immediate officer in charge of the ma-
chinery instituted and applied by the people. Knowing nothing
of the soil of popularity, they are afraid, even after it has been well
prepared for them, to till, sow, and wait for fruit in its season.

Notwithstanding this croaking over expense. I feel that the day
is not far distant when, through this very Institute influence, the
people will direct their representatives in Congress assembled, to

so legislate for the cause of education, that each and every school

in the land ma}^ be wholly and amply supported from a general
fund, and thus do away with all special taxes and petty local preju-

dices, so militating against the success of bringing the schools up to

the high standard demanded by the necessity of the times. And
when this general taxati(5n—the real exponent of utility and pro-

gress—is once instituted, and the schools begin to assume their just

proportions of efficiency, every man, woman, and child in the

country will hail it with delight, and bid the cause of general edu-

cation God speed.
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The Institute held at the court-house, Mount Holly, January
3 1st, and February 1st and 2d, was well attended ; not only by the

teachers, numbering 1 53, out of the 185 in the county, but also by the

people at large. So densely crowded was the court-house, at

times, that many, disappointed in gaining admission to the exer-

cises, reluctantly returned to their homes ; and especially on the

evenings of the first and second days, when Miss Minnie Swayze,
and the Hon. B. G. Northrop hekl forth upon the subjects, " Gaye-
ties and Gravities," and, "New Era in Japan," respectively.

The effort of Miss Swayze was grand, and so highly appreciated

by the audience that, although she occupied some two hours in her

readings, they were loth to have her bring them to a close. They
hung upon her mellifluous words, devouring her choice extracts of

the fruits of poesy as so many bees the ricii sweets of nature. Too
much caimot be said in her praise. The Hon. B. G. JSorthrop

riveted the attention of the entire audience upon his subject. And
how could it be otherwise, when his unbounded enthusiasm sur-

passed all tame description, and he stood forth the very impersona-

tion of eloquence.

Those wlio took an active part in the exercises were the Hon.
Ellis A. Apgar, State Superiurendent of Public Instruction in the

State of New Jersey; subjects: "School Houses," "Map Draw-
ing, and " Educational Exhibits at the Centennial ;" the Hon. B.

G. Northrop, Secretary of the State Board of Education of Con-
necticut, " Metric System," " Incentives to Study," and " New Era
in Japan ;" Miss Minnie Swayze, " Gayeties and Gravities ;"

Prof. A. C. Apgar, of the Normal School of Trenton, " Birds and
Insects ;" AVilbur Watts, County Examiner, " Geometry ;" Prof. J.

B. Mangham, " School Organization " and " Music ;" Milton H.
Allen, "Amusements;" Capt. M. L. Haines, " Physiology ;" Wil-

liam E. Gaskill, "Natural Philosophy;" George H. Voorhis,
" Music ;" Miss Rose A. Stewart, County Examiner, " Language ;"

Mrs. M. P. Field, " Moral Influence ;" William K. Haines, " Al-

gebra ;" and the County Superintendent of Burlington county,
" Educational Demands of the limes."

From the nature of the subjects of this programme, and the

aljility of the lecturers handling them, it must be seen that the

influence of the Institute could not have been anything else than a

powerful auxiliary in promoting and popularizing the cause of

education. And here I must add that too much cannot be said in

commendation of our worthy State Superintendent in keeping up
these Institutes, and inspiring his officefs with their utility as a

means of hastening on the time when instruction in the State shall

be as free as the air we breathe, and as high as the thoughts that

reach to heaven.

In the monthly meetings of the County Teachers' Association

the subjects under consideration or discussion are those immediately
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bearing upon and aftecting the efficiency of the teachers them-
selves.

It is an axiom tliat the ability to teach consists in the knowledge
of the subject to be taught, and an exact, suggestive mode or form
in which to present it. And it is a theorem, demonstrated by all

higii scientitic, analytic writers, that the nuist exact, comprehen-
sive, general, suggestive mode or form of thougiit is tliat which,
having passed, age after age, through various refinements, is now
found in all the different treatises (not text books) discussincr their

particular subjects.

Many associations, not recognizing this axiom, and admitting the

theorem, permit their members to rush into discursive debates (not

scientific discussion) without any end or aim in view, and, being
discursive, there is nowhere, in all their fiounderings, to be seen

the least shadow of mode or form so suggestive in all scientific

development. If there be no form or mode with various sugges-

tion, whence will the teacher draw for various illustration and
demonstration ? Certainly not from the unmeaning and contra-

dictory notations of the diflPerent debates, where all was confusion

confused. Not imderstanding his opponents in debate, and all for

the want of method, and having no other resource left him, each
must return to his own peculiar, limited, and half-digested notions

on the subject, even as a dog to his vomit—and thus, vomit upon
vomit, the Association soon sickens and dies.

With pride, 1 must say that our teachers acted very dij^erently

from this. Recognizing the axiom and admitting the theorem, they

determined from the very first to pursue their different sub-

jects from the highest ti'eatises tliat could be made available in the

school-room. As a consequence, for expeditious and thorough work,

there was to be a class and a teacher. Furnished with the neces-

sary books upon the different subjects, they formed themselves into

a class, and appointed the County Superintendent their teacher. It

is needless to say that they have made real, substantial progress,

when it is once known that, with their other studies, they have
been pursuing the calculus, and so thoroughly and minutely are

they mastering it, that there is no shape or combination of the ten

functions, however complex, whether algebraic or transcendental,

that can command, in the application of rule or the suggestion of

mode, hesitancy on the part of the members of the association.

This state of things going on from year to year, the teachers must
become able, accurate, efficient, enthusiastic. And what they have
as so much axiomatic power, must, through their fondness for their

subject, soon be theoremically communicated to their pupils. With
such teachers in all our schools, who could predict or limit the

extent to which their studies would be carried ? Everything this

side heaven, scientific, would be attempted, and, once attempted,

mastered.
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As usual, the association meets once a month, and continues to

grow in favor with all its members, now numbering about 80—

a

sure sign of progressive work among them. While the main por-

tion of the time or session is given to a prescribed course of study,

the intervals are devoted to a social interchange of ideas upon all

that pertains to school-room work.

1 have thus written at length upon institutes and associations,

because I feel that it is mainly through these two channels that

we must look for all substantial, lasting aid in the cause.

AVhilst there has been that real, marked substantial progress

among teachers and parents, in the way of enthusiastic ability on

the part of the former to teach, and of a craving desire on the part

of the latter for good schools for their children, yet, on the part

of some few trustees, there is a manifest want of the commensurate
zeal so necessary to even keep their schools up beyond a just and
palpable cause of complaint on the part of patrons, parents and
friends, independent of their high, imperious duty to anticipate

wants and necessities, and lead their districts rapidly on in the

march of culture and progress. Why this is so 1 cannot divine,

unless it be on the ground of specious economy to gain temporary
popularity.

Now economy that is not general, far-reaching and enduring, is

not worthy the name, and he who attempts to practice it upon a

community, should be forever banished from the ranks of prefer-

ment.
There is a disposition on the part of some trustees to be continu-

ally changing teachers. Now this is all wrong, from the fact that

when it is once understood hy the teacher that he is to stay l>ut a

year, or perhaps six months, he assumes no responsibility tending to

the future well-being of the school. Having no encom-agement to

give him interest in the matter, he merely bides his time as a make-
shift. As a general thing, this is not because the teacher is fond of

running from " post to pillar" and "pillar to post," but because of

the want of assurance that he has done his duty, and will be required

the next year.

All this could be avoided by the trustees, by taking great care to

select, in the first place, the very best teacher in demand, and then

by making frequent visits to his school to learn of his ability and
give encouragement ; and, at the end of the year, by duly commend-
ing him for his work, and appointing him for the next year. Of
course this would raise the standard of the school, and consequently

the teacher's salary. And it may be that this is the very lion in the

way. But then every man is worthy of his hire. And there is no
use of trying to increase the usefulness, or advance the standard of

our schools, without a corresponding increase in the expenditure of

money. 'Tis wrong to demand extra work, without adequate pay^.

There has been but little done in the county in the way of estab-
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lisliing school libraries. But a very few districts luive availed tlietn.

selves of tiie 95th Article of the Sdiool Law, encouraging the same-
In every school there is more or less demand for books of reference

and general instruction, over, above, and beyond those used in the

school, which are mere text books to prepare the pupils to crave and
appreciate tiie former. If, after using the te.xt book awhile, this

craving be not satisfied, the children fail to see the imj)ortance of

laying up principle upon principle, and soon become discouraged in

their attendance upon school. On the other hand, once let them liave

access to just such books, and they will soon find, that in the act of

devouring their contents, they will need more of the gastric juice

of principle to digest them, and feeling this need, with no other
incentive than the desire of digestion, they will immediately apply
themselves to their text books, and thus make the acquisition of prin-

ciple as a means to an end, pleasant and inspiring. Under such
self-imposed stimulus, how soon would the standard of the school

rank high ?

Then let trustees, teachers, and parents see to it, and establish just

such a library in each and every school district.

DuVing the year I have niade 296 school visits and addresses.

With the exception of 12, I have visited every school twice; and
these 12, in consequence of being closed at the time of my call, but
once. Some I have visited three, four, and even five times.

Generally, the teachers fully appreciate the magnitude of the re-

sponsibility resting upon them, and are nobly doing their part in the

great work.
Notwithstanding that they were in possession of good certificates,

there were some few who were doing absolutely worse than nothing

in their schools. They seemed to have no tact save that of creating

disorder and confusion. In the course of time, the trustees, after

having been notified of their teachers' incompetency to teach, dis-

charged them and put others in their places.

Finding the schools so various in their studies, and believing that

much more could be eflfected by having them uniform, a course of

study has been prescribed for all the schools in the county. Con-
sisting of five divisions, it embraces Reading, Spelling, Writing,

Arithmetic, Geography, Etymology, Grammar, Composition, United

States History, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, Book-keeping,

Physiology, and Natural Philosophy.

The books to be used in it, are those recommended to the trustees

by the County Superintendent.

It is proposed that at the end of each school year, there shall be

held ah examination of such pupils of the public schools of the

county as have completed the course prescribed. This examination

will be concluded by the County Board of Examiners, and all

those who pass it will receive a county diploma, setting forth the

same.
4
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It is believed that if this plan is once carried out, it will have the

eftect of inspirintr trustees, teachers, parents and children.

Through pride, each district will endeavor to have its own school

stand highest in the count}' examination, and to accomplish this

they "will leave no stone unturned." Trustees will heconie urgent,

teachers enthusiastic, parents anxious, and children punctual and
studious.

During the year there has been but little improvement in the con-

dition of school buildings.

The new school-house at Cranbury, No. 51^, has been painted,

and for the small amount of money expended in building, furnish-

ing and painting it, it will favorably compare with any other in the

county. The neatness, comfort and convenience of the house is

mainly owing to the taste and care of the teacher. Miss Ella Cope,
who has contributed not only of her time, but also of earnings to

the amount of $573.06. Thanks to her, for it is now nearly free

of debt.

Tn last year's report the number of buildings maiked as " poor,"

was fifteen ;
" very poor," eight. Two of the '* poor," Town House

and Oak Grove, Nos. 31 and S'J, have been somewhat repaii'eJ, and
refurnished with new desks, &c.. and now rank as medium.

In two of the districts. Marlton and Ilainesport, Nos. 82 and 71,

reported as " very poor," theti-ustees are about building new houses

which, i presume, will be comjUeted this fall. The school-house in

Willow Grove District, No. 38, is very pour, and unless something
is done, it will be almost impossible to make it comfortable the

winter through. That in Old Spritigtield District, Iso. 39, rented of

the Friends, is but medium. And learning from some of the trustees

that these two districts, Nos. 38 and 39, might be advantageously

united, and thus form a nucleus for a good school by building a new
house at Jacksonville, I directed the trustees of the two districts to

call a meeting of their legal voters to obtain their sense thereon.

The meeting was called, and while District No. 38 strongly favored,

No. 39 as strongly opposed the proposition ; hence nothing was
effected. I exceedingly regret that District No. 39 cannot see it to

be to their advantage to consent to the union, and thus have a con-

venient and adequate house of their own. As it is, they will have

to call upon the Friends, from whom they rent, to enlarge and
repair their present one.

In the districts Ewan, No. 36; Jobstown, No. 42; Pointville,

No. 53 ; New Hanover, No. 54 ; I3randy wine, No. 60 ; Lane, No.

61 ; Atsion, No. 94 ; and Shore and Islands, No. 109, whose, houses

are very poor, it is difficult to get a majority of the trustees to be

willing to condemn them. If this could once be effected, it would

not be long before we should see new ones appearing in their stead.

During the year, there have been ordered and approved, changes

in the boundaries of Districts Nos. 2, 3, 61, 67, 69, 72, 73, 76, 80'
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and 85. All, with the exception of Nos. 2 and 3, resulte*! from the
aholition of districts Nos. 08 and 75.

District No. 68 was abolished, and her territory divide<l among
the districts Nos. 61, 67. 69 and 73. Her ciiildren, 36 in number,
and the balance of the money in the hands of the township collec-

tor, $42.44, distributed among the said four districts, in proportion

to the Nos. 4, 12, 15 and 5, respectively.

District No. 75 was also abolished, and her territory divided

among the four districts, Nos. 72, 76, 80 and 85, and lier children,

75 in number, the balance of the money, $278.41, in the hands of

the township collector, and the proceeds of the sale of the house
and furniture, $58.18, distributed among the said four districts, in

proportion to the Nos. 39, 2, 22 and 12, resj^ectively.

Two disti'icts kept their schools open 12 months; 14, 11 months;
46, 10 ; and 42, 9 ; Nos. 20, 33, 94, 101, and 107, each 8 months

;

No. 54, 7 months ; and No. 97 but 5 months. Nos. 33, 54 and 97
are very poor districts. In No. 107 there was some misunderstand-

ing betM'een the teacher and ti-ustees, as to the amount of the sal-

ary agreed upon for the teacher. The trustees, yielding to the

demands of the teacher, were obliged to close the school a month
earlier than they otherwise would have done. It would be well for

all trustees to have a written agreement with their teachers. The
number of children that attended school during the year is very

low, being but GC^ per cent, of the school census. The average

daily attendance, upon the basis of the enrollment in the school

registers, is but 46.

The total amount of district tax ordered to be raised for the coming
year, 1877-78, is but $16,974.11, being $6,152 89 less than that for

this year, 1876-'77. This reduction must, no doubt, be attributed

to the paralyzed condition of the business of the country. We hope

for better times.

The dispute between the District Clerk of No. 63, and the Col-

lector of Southampton Township, with reference to their accounts,

has been settled by crediting the difference, $16.77, to the account

of the Collector.

The little dispute respecting the apportionment (tf school moneys,

between Camden and Burlington counties, was amicably settled by
F. R. Brace, County Superintendent, and myself; he proffering and

I accepting, for caiicellation, the unpaid money orders upon the

Township Collector of Evesham, against Milford District, Burling-

ton county, in the hands of the Township Collector of Waterford,

in favor of Jackson District, Camden county.

There are a couple of districts that have used more than $20 for

incidentals, out of the State money, which will have to suffer ]>enalty,

unless remitted by you, sufficient cause being shown.

The Township Boards of Trustees were called together twice

during the year, and such matters as required their consideration
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laid before them. And here I must especially thank them for their

concurrence in adopting a uniform course of study for the whole
county.
The course M'as submitted to all the Township Boards of Trustees,

with the exception of three, and it would have been to these, had
not sickness on m}" part prevented. So heartily was it approved by
them, that there were but live individual votes, representing three

districts, opposing it. I have no doubt that when presented to these

three Poards, it will receive as hearty approval as that givsn by the

other Boards.

It is to be hoped that trustees will not employ any teacher that is

not, at the time, in possession of a teacher's certificate, in full force

and effect. Ihe observance of this part of the law will save trouble

to all concerned, and especially to the trustees themselves.

Examinations of the applicants for teachers' certificates were regu-

larly held during the year, at such times as the law requires, and at

such other times as the emergency of the cases seemed to require.

As usual, the written examination was supplemented with an oral

one, and it is found that generally it has a tendency to have the

applicants come better prepared for both.

Out of the 248 applicants for teachers' certificates, 177 passed,

and 71 were rejected; 12 received first grade certificates; 38,

second grade; and 127, third grade.

My associate examiners are still Mr. AVilbur Watts, and Miss
Rose A. Stewart. So well and so impartially have they attended to

their duties, that I have neither need nor desire of change.

I desire to express my thanks to the Board of Chosen Freehold-

ers for paying the bill for the printing, so necessary and satisfac-

tory to the people at large. Without this aid, I should have been
very much hampered in the successful performance of my official

duties. As it is, my actual expenses for the year, amount to very
nearly $403, being nearly $10j more than the amount returned to

me by law.

In conclusion, permit me to acknowledge my many obligations to

all officers, teachers, and friends in the cause of education, for the

aid and courtesy that they have tendered me in my relations with
them.



APPENDIX Tf) SCriOOL REPOFtT. 53

CAMDEN COUNTY.

F. R. Brace, Superintendent.

To Hon. E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

Sir—Herewith I present to yon the report of tlie condition of the

schools in Cannlen county for the year ending August 3 1st, 1877.

FINANCES.

The amount of district tax voted for teachers' salaries is

$17,983.20, being $4,288.75 more than last year. The amount
voted for building, repairing, &c., is $4:4,360. 3(>, being $2,628.47
less than last year—a net increase of $1,660.28. The total amount
of State school moneys, sui-plns revenue, and district tax, for the

ensuing year, is $133,474.67—an increa-e of $4,311.97.

The total amount paid for teachers' salaries is $77,353.37. The
average salary per month of male teachers is $74.62—a decrease of

$2.39 ; of female teachers, $4-2.70—a decrease of $1.34.

The financial reports of collectors and trustees have been re-

ceived. In most instances they were found to agree.

DISTRICTS.

A new^ district, called Wrightsville, No. 43, has been set off from
Rosendale, No. 4. The inhabitants have met and voted $1,500 to

build a school-house. This will be erect>.d during the fall.

SCHOOL-HOUSES.

One new school-house has been erected and completed in Cam-
den, No. 1. School buildings in Pladdonfield, No. 12; Waterford,

No. 33 ; Bates' JMill, No. 38, and Winslow, No. 41, have been re-

paired ; the room for the primary department in Ellisburg, No. 7,

has been refurnished.

The same number of poor school-iiouses still continues, viz., two.

Another is so much out of repair as to be designated very poor.

A new school-house will probal)ly be erected in t^osendale Dis-

trict, No. 4. The new school-house in Cheesman District has
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given facilities for edueatinoj the children, of which the people
have promptlj' availed themselves.

Increased accommodations are needed in Nos. 8. 16, 2U and 27.

SCHOOLS.

It is gratifying to be able to report that the past year has l)een

one of progress. The course of stady marki.'d out in my last report

was completed in nine <'f our schools, and nearly reached by
several others. Questions in the various branches for examination
were prepared and sent to the different schools ; the examination
was conducted on the same day in each school, and the papers

brought to me in Camden on Saturday of the same w^eek. All the

papers were exaniined and marked by myself. Twenty-four pupils

obtained the necessary average. On June 22d, in presence of the

State Superintentlent, the County Superintendents of Burlington

and Gloucester counties, the City Superintendent of Atlantic city,

teacheis and other friends of education, diplomas were given to the

successful pupils. The following districts presented graduates in

this course of study : Rosendale, No. 4 ; Merchantville, No. 5;
EUisburg, No. 7; Ilillman, No. 8 ; Haddontield, No. 12; Black-

woodtown. No. 21 ; Olendale, No. 26; Berlin, JNo. 30, and Bates'

Mill, No. 38. The teachers in these schools are, Anna C. Fore-

hand, Tema Robertson, Abbie Dubois, Flettie Flillman, Jennie

Skinner, Anna C. Weatherby, John A. Whitelock, Rachel H.
Strong and Emily J. Sayre.

In conference with trustees and teachers it has been thought best

to extend the course of study so as to give a knowledge of the prin-

cip'es of mech«nics, chen)istry and industrial drawing. This, we
think, will give a more even development to all of our pupils, and
enable them to enter, with greater facility, into any department of

work. I am satisfied that our public schools can accomplish much
more than has been attempted in past years, and all that can be

accomplished we are, in duty bound, to undertake. Nearly all our

teachers are in heartiest sympathy with this upward and onward
movement, and I think I can say nearly every Board of Trustees is

also. All that is needed is to have the course of study, the best

plans, the best methods pointed out, and with intelligent work and
intelligent supervision the result can be reached.

It would be well for every teacher to know how much can be

reasor ably expected of him in his year's work. A regular course of

study should be marked out and every teacher expected to carry it

out. There is no reason why the same results attained in the dis-

tricts mentioned above should not be attained in every district in

the county. There is not a difticulty in those remaining districts

that does not exist in others. Many are rapidly appicmching the

standard. A few have only primary schools. Taking into account



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 55

-all hindrances and difficiilHes tliat arise from the ignorance and
prejndices of trustees or parents in these few districts, I am con-

strained to believe that tiie condition of these schools is owing to

the incompetence of the teachers. The work of the county can be
systematized and as much accomplished as in tlie large towns and
cities.

Sixty-five per cent, of the school census attended the public schools

during the year, eleven per cent, more than last year. Thirty-four

per cent, attended every day, one per cent, more than last year.

Seventy-six per cent, of the school census attended either piiblic or

private school. The averai^e attendance, based on the enrollment

in the school register was fifty-two per cent.

The highest average attendance and the lowest was in the follow-

ing districts :

HIGHEST DISTRICTS.

Blackwoodtown, No. 21,

Berlin, No. 80, - - -

Parkdale, No. 42, - -

Haddonfield, No. 12, -

(4lendale, No. 26, - -

Camden, No. 1, - - -

Gloucester City, No. 2,

' LOWESR DTSTEICT8.

.60 Pump Branch, No. 37, - - .34

.60 Laurel, No. 19, - - - - .35

.60 Davisville, No. 23, - - - .36

.59 Somerville, No. 17, - - - .37

.56 i Greenland, No. 15, - - - .37

.54 • Spring Mills, No. 22, - - .39

.54
I

Hellman, No. 40, - - - - .40

The highest and lowest average attendance based on the school

census, was in the following districts :

HIGHEST DISTRICTS.

Sicklertown, No. 35, - - .54

Blackwoodtown, No. 21, - .o(>

Glendale, No. 26, - - .48

Horner, No. 9,' - - - .46

Chew's Landing, No. 18, - .46

Mechanicsville,'^No. 20, - - .46

Berlin, No. 30, - - - .45

LOWEST DISTRICTS.

Davisville, No. 23, - - .20

Rowandtown, No. 11, - .22

Gloucester City, No. 2, - .23

Greenville, No. 6, - - .23

Champion, No. 10, - - - .23

Pump Branch, No. 37, - .23

Parkdale, No. 42, - - .26

TEACHERS.

The large majority of the teachers have done their work faith-

fully and well. Some have failed to accomplish much ; and this

failure is in districts where only little has ever been accomplished.

Teachers' meetings were hold regularly through the year. The
Teachers' Institute was held at Hatldontield. The time was well

occupied by competent instructors. Througli the various influences

brought to bear upon the teachers, to help them in preparing them-
selves to do better work, there is a great advance in the average
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teacher of to day over the average teacher of ten years ago. Many
that had no business in the teacher's profession, have been dropped,

and others, better qualified, have taken their place.

114 persons presented tiieinselves as applicants for teachers' cer-

tificates. 72 received thein, and 42, or 37 per cent , were rejected.

Three gentlemen and one lady obtained first-grade certificates

—

Arthur Pressey, E. M. Clevtdand, J. A. AVhitelock, and Anna 0.

Forehand. Five gentlemen and eleven ladies obtained second-grade

certificates. Tlie largest number of applicants receiving first and
second-grade certificates in any one year before, was 14. Under
the system of examining teachers annually, wh(j hold low grade

certificates, of grading the schools and marking out a course of

study, the impi-ovement in the teachers has been marked.

Mrs. R. H. Strong has been my valuable assistant on the Board
of Examiners.

TRUSTEES.

I have still to report faithful work on the part of the majority of

the Trustees in the county. In a few instances, their duties are not

attended to ; the school houses are not kept in repair, and ont-honses-

are allowed to become filthy.

CONCLUSION.

116 school visits have been made during the year, exclusive of

the visitation done in Gloucester City. Besides the visits to the

schools, I have attended 62 meetings with Trustees, teachers, and

others, on educational matters. My horse became so worn out and

lame, that I had to get another.

1,400 pages of teachers' examination papers, legal cap, have been

carefully examined; and more than 1,000 pages of scholars' exami-

nation papers, and nearly every paper gone over the second time,

to see that the marking were accurate,

I have not kept a full account of all the letters and postal curds

written, but the number would not fall short of 700 or 800.

The course of study has been carefully revised, and questions for

examination prepared.

ADDENDA.

According to the report of our excellent County Collector, Ezra;

M. fctokes, the criminals of our county spent altogether the last

year 21,068 days in prison. The total cost to the county for prose-

cuting and keeping these criminals was abont $40,i 00, or at the

rate of $1.90 per day fur each criminal, or $693.50 for the year.

The total number of days spent in our schools by the school

children is 1,048,288. The total cost of educating them is

$74,377.67, or at the rate of seven (7) cents per day for each child.
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or $13.16 for the average school year, or, if calcnhited on tlie entire
year of 365 days, $25.55. The cost of fuel and incidentals is not
included in the total c6st of the criminals ; it is in the total cost of
the school chihlren. Thus, at the very hiojhest calculation, the cost

per year of educating a child, preparino^ him for citizenship, is only
one twenty-seventh of the cost of prosecuting and keeping a crimi-

nal. It is no doubt much cheaper and far better to educate the
children than afterwards to have to prosecute and incarcerate them
as criminals.

CAPE MAY COUNTY.

Maurice Beesley, Superintendent,

To E. A. Ajygar, State Superintendent

:

In making up our annual report for the school year last past, we
have but little to offer out of the usual routine of good progress.

The Centennial has departed, but not without good fruits, and the
work of education has again settled down into the old beaten track
of duty. The schools, with few exceptions, have been under the
charge of competent teachers, and consequently their status has
been well maintained.

In visiting the schools during the year it has been made manifest
that the teachers, as a body, are alive to the responsibilities of their

position, and are working with a will to bring their schools up to a
higher standard, and thereby advancing generally the cause of edu-
cation in the county. Where, however, teachei's w^ere found who
were negligent in point of discipline and classification, and lacking
the proper energy to conduct their schools successfnlly, they have
been remonstrated with, and the scholars have been lectured as to

their duties and liow they might live up to them, all of which has
been kindly received and improvement made, as testified by suc-

ceeding visits.

It gives us great- pleasure to note we have but one school reported
this year with less than 45 children of legal age. Much good
would grow out of it, if some plan coula be devised to relieve us

of or do away with these small schools altogether. Efforts have
been made fo unite them with other districts, or attach parts of

other districts on to them, both of which plans have been unavail-
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ing. The difficulty of attacliing them to other districts is, it places

them from two to three miles from a school, and other districts are

not willing to lose a part of their territory»and cliildren, for fear

they may sird< below tlie point of 45 children and sntfer its incon-

veniences by such a change of base.

Of the 41 teachers employed during the year, 9 held First

Grade, 14 Second Grade, and 18 Third Grade certificates. So
you perceive they have been ambitions to secure higher certificates

than formerly, which adds much to their credit as well as to their

efficiency asteachers, and secures them a choice of positions, with
better emolument than lower grades command.

Tlie Teachers' Institute, held at Cape May City in November
last, was considered the most interesting as well as instructive that

has ever been held in the county. Able lecturers were in attend-

ance, consisting of State Superintendent Apgar, Pi'ofessor A. C.

Apgar. of the Normal School; State Superintendent Northrop, of

Connecticut, and Professor Ilolbrook, of Vineland ; and the last

evening of the session the Institute was agreeably entertained by
Mr. H. W. Hanfl, teacher of No. 19, on his researches in the Poly-
nesian Islands.

In visiting the schools, the hearing of recitations forms but a

small part of the Superintendent's duty. His ears will soon detect

any irregularity in the school in the way of whispering, shuffling of

feet, &c., and his eyes, if properly employed, will note uneasy pos-

tures, passing from one seat to another, annoying their classmates,

and any other method of bad conduct that may be indulged in. It

is true we seldom have to visit a school of this kind, but when we
do, we look upon it that one remedy only can be' applied, and that

is, to make a change of teachers as soon as practicable. Thanks
to our principal teachers, they understand their duties too well,

and know the necessity of discipline too well, to permit an unruly
wight to usurp his place by such conduct ; and woe to such as

attempt insubonlination. Good discipline generally prevails, and
I trust will continue to do so; yet wlien a new, untried teacher is

employed, disorder frequently exists for a time. One thing is cer-

tain, that discipline in onr schools has 'made a steady advancement,
which, if maintained a little longer, will do away with all neces-

sity of any complaint or interference.

It is not only the duty of the Superintendent to give praise

where praise is due, but to make suggestions and to point out

where, in his judgment, the work of the public school falls short

of its usefulness, and fails to disseminate to its fullest extent infor-

mation upon all subjects coming within the purview of a requisite

and proper education. My opinion is, that the schools of the

county would be benefited l>y adding a few branches to the present

course of study. I allude to the subject of Mathematics, and more
particularly to Geometry and Trigonometry. I frequently ask the
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question of teachers, it' those branches arc tauglit in their schools ;

and almost always receive tor anr.wer, want of time will not permit.

Others will say, we do have exerc'ses in Mensuration, as we find

theui in the arithmetics only. It is evident to every reflecting

mind, that in a maritime county like Cape May, many of onr
young men take upon themselves the profession of seamen, and a

majority of them, by good conduct, become masters of vessels
;

hence they should have some knowledge of navigation ; and if the

cannot get it in our public schools, where can they obtain it ?—as

very few of them have any other opportunity. And the same may
be said of Surveying ; with a knowledge of Geometry and Trigo-

nometry, by logarithms, it may be, by perseverance, self-acquired
;

but without them as stepping stones, it would be impracticable.

If every school, tiien, could have a class fof all the advanced schol-

ars who should desire an insight in higher mathematics, a cause of

much complaint from those alone who are so deeply interested in

this matter, might be obviated.

VV^e are approaching, by a very gradual movement in many of

our schools, to an encouraging position in reference to a uniformity

of books. The same incubus of a want of funds, or of money appro-

priated explicitly for the purpose, still hangs over us. Many of onr
trustees and teachers feel a deep interest in the consummation of

this work, but are powerless to act without the means to enable

them to place books without price into the hands of the pupils.

Onr Township Board of Trustees will be callc'l together again, early

in the fall, when the subject of uniformity of books, school libraries,

and all other matters pertaining to onr public school interests will

be duly considerc:! and disposed of.

We have one black sheep to report amongst our corps of teachers,

in the person of T. Morrell Johnson, a foreigner. He commenced
teaching in No. 22, at Swaintown District, in September last ; ob-

tained a second grade certificate, and conducted the school satisfac-

torily for about six months, when, obtaining his money, he decamped
very suddenly, leaving his board bill for the whole time, and some
other liabilities unsettled. Such conduct as this excites our sus-

picions with those who are worthy and deserving: which shouhl

not be; and it is to be regretted that retributive justice cannot

follow all those who attempt to practice the arts of deception, by
first obtaining the confidence of a community by assumed correct

deportment, and then blasting their fondest hopes by perfidy like

this.

The financial condition of the county remains unchanged, and

it is unnecessary to make a statement here, as it will be found in

full in the statistical statement accompanying this report.

Those townships where additional school money has been raised

by tax, are enabled to secure with more certainty efficient and well-

tried teachers, and consequently we find them in advance of those
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which depend altogether upon the State money. In the upper

township $1.50 is raised upon each schohir, and in Dennis §L is

raised. This additional sum, when added to the State money, ena-

bles them to carry tlieir schools through the year satisfactorily.

But in the middle and lower townships, where no township tax i&

raised, it requires much sharp financiering, after paying the fuel

and incidental bills, to find a balance to pay the teacher. The
The City Council of Cape May City have this year, with their

usual liberality, appropriated $-2,25»' in support of the school in

that city in addition to the State and surplus revenue, which, in

the aggregate, gives to each child of legal age the sum of $10.31.

Three districts oidy, Nos. 16, 20 and 26, have raised district tax to-

pay teachers' salaries.

Upper township has decreased in number of children, - 5

Dennis " " increased " " - 32

Middle " " " " » . 7
Lower " " " " " - 21

Cape May City " decreased " " - 31

The county ' " increased " " - 22

Number enrolled, - 2,211

[Two more than last year.]

Average attendance, 2,392

[18 less than last year,]

Attended no school, - - - - - - - - 31^
[43 more than last year.]

We have visited the schools three times during the year, once

every term, except some two or three 1 found closed at my last

round. Ihe teachers, as well as scholars, always seem pleased to-

greet the Superintendent, as it breaks in on the monotony often sur-

rounding them, and realizes the fact that some one is sufficiently

interested in their welfare as to give them an oversight. Trustees

and parents too seldom take upon themselves the duty to make calls,

perhaps more for the want of time, however, than inclination. It

is evident, in so important a cause, time should be tal'en, as their

presence has always a good effect in stimulating the children in

their studies, and makes them sensible they are engaged in a good

cause, when it is endorsed by the trustees and patrons of the

school.

An effort was made during the spring by the inhabitants of Sea

Grove, a new settlement at the point of Cape May, in No. 26, to-

have them set off as a new district, which failed to take effect, in

consequence of their not having the legal number of children

required. Recently, however, their number of children has in-

creased to 79, and the application for a new district has been

granted by the State Superintendent, and it will be known as
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Sea Grove District No. 28. As this phice is in an isolated position,

from two to two miles and a half from the school-house in No. 26,
it is impractical)le for many of its children to go to school, partic-

ularly in the winter time, consequently a division was mucii needed.
The work of the last year is finished. If it has been good, as

we trust it has; if it has contributed to spread the ai-ea of intelli-

gence, expand the opening Ijuds of juvenile thought, and prepare
them to receive that knowledge which is being dispensed by our
public schools, as may best subserve their future welfare, then,

indeed, has the great object of our labors and our sacrifices, our
hopes and our aspirations been ohtained.

CLTMBEKLAND COUNTY.

R. L. Howell, Superintendent.

To E. A. Ajygcii^ State Superintendent

:

In making my annual report to you I am happy to be able to state

that the year has been one of progress in the general improvement
of our schools.

In some directions we have retrograded, but on the whole there

has been substantial improvement.
The depression in business has decreased the number of our

scholars, and in some districts has rendered the people unable to

keep their schools open the entire nine months, but I think the worst
of this is over, and that the prospects for the future are brighter.

I am sure that my friend Lockwood never dreamed of any con-

nection between the oyster, of which he discourses so entertainingly,

and our public schools, and yet it is unquestionably true that the

temporary destruction of the oyster trade, by a heavy gale in Sep-

tember last, has affected the schools in many of our lower districts

seriously.

It has done this in two ways : First, many families who were
dependent on the business were compelled to move out of the county
to seek a livelihood ; and, iti the second place, many districts in

which this was the chief industry, were, for the time being, so

impoverished that they were absolutely unable to raise the special
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taxes necessary to maintain their schools on the basis they had been-

accustomed to.

Another consequence of the hard times has ]>een an unusal num-
ber of aspirants for positions as teachers, not only trom among our
own citizens, but from other counties and States.

I have, during the year, not only maintained my determination

to keep the standard of qualiiication high, but have rather raised

it, thinking it bat justice to our schools, as^ the sujtply increased, to

be more exacting in our i-equirements.

I find the most difficult class of teachei's to deal with, are tliose "who

have taught year after year, and yet who, at each examination, barely

pass, and show no signs whatever of improvement, and every now
and then do not quite reach the standard vi seventy in one or more
of the subjects.

Then if I do not give them a certiticate I am assailed with a
howl of indignation from their friends, (who are often the trustees,)

who complain of the law, say the questions are more difficult than

usual, that there is nu use of so frequent examinations, &c , &c.y

and even go so far as to charge that tiiey are unfaii-ly marked, though
what the ujotive could be for so doing I am unable to see.

To such assaults I make the reply that 1 have nothing to do with

making the laws concerning. examination, but that my duty is to

execute them, which I shall surely do while I remain Superintend-

ent; but that 1 am in heai'ty t-ympathy with our rules concerning
examinations, and that any teacher wdio has taught five, ten or
twenty years, ought to be ashamed to have any difficulty in passing

a third grad^ examination, and that if they took an ordinary interest

in their work they should, in five years' teachi.ng, be able to pass a
first grade; and that they have made no improvement whatever, is

jyrima facie evidence that they are unfit to be teachers.

Trustees often appeal to me, sayiiig, " Mr. A is competent to

teach our school, which is a small one, but he could not pass as

rigid an examination as you require."
" He has nothing else to do, this winter,- and needs employment

badly. The people are all desirous that he should have our school.

Won't you give him a permit {
"

This is often supplemented by the statement that the district re-

ceives very little money, and the people are poor, and that they

cannot employ high-priced teachers.

To all such I reply, that it is not the Superintendent's duty to

look after the interests of Mr. A, who may need employment, but
to guard jealously the interests of the pupils, and secure for them
the best instruction possible ; and that when it becomes impossible

to secure teachers who have passed the requisite examination, for

the money at the disposal of a district, then I will consider the

question of granting Mr. A a permit, and not until then.

To do otherwise, would nut only be unjust to the pupils, but to
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those teachers who have worked liard, and complied with the hiw,
and, consequently, have the right to expect employn)ent before
those who have not done so. Of course this often makes me ene-
mies ; hut whoever iills the ottice of County Sui}erintendent, must
expect bitter opi)osition, and even slander, if he tries earnestly and
honestly to do his duty, and elevate and improve the condition of
the schools under his charge.

His motives will be impugned by the incompetent and lazy
teachers who want "to be let alone;" by the book agents whose
text-books he does not adopt, and by the enemies of public schools
generally, who do not want to see any ex])ense incurred of which
they may have to contribute a portion in taxes.

As an example ot this, some months ago I published in our
county papers a letter to Trustees, saying to them, in effect, that I

could greatly assist them in securing the best teachers ])ossible for

their schools if they would consult with me when intending to

make changes, and that 1 would be glad to assist them in this way.
I wrote this in the innocence of my heart, with the best of in-

tentions, and with no thought of exciting anybody; but, alas! I

was grievously mistaken^ The next week there appeared in one of
the county papers an article " pitching into " me without mercy.
The whole school law was thrown at m}' defenceless head, and I

was assured I was arrogating to myself power that the school law
did not confer on me ; in fact, that I was trying to meddle with
that which was none of my business.

1 was told, at great length, what I might do, but when it came to

giving Trustees my opinion as to the ability or success of this or

that teacher, why, it was an unwarrantable assumption on my part,

and vnust not be allowed for a moment.
I soon found the report in circulation that my object in this letter

was to get control of the appointments of teachers, and then to

make each teacher pay for his 'poHition^ giving, 1 suppose, the best

positions to those who paid the best price ! To be met with such
vile slander, when one is trying without a selfish thought to aid a
cause he has near at heart, is, to say the least of it, discouraging

;

but really I ani getting hardened to such things, for this is only one
of many similar slanders. Another arose from my recommendation
of a text book list. 1 adopted a new list at the commencement of

the year, and asked teachers and trustees, as far as convenient, to

strive to secure a uniformity throughout the county. 1 adopted
this list after long and careful consideration, and an exhaustive

examination of all the various text books.

The result was, that those book agents whose books were not

recommended were quite sore, and did not hesitate to insinuate that

the reason ^/iey> books were not recommended was, that I was paid
to recommend the others.

It is generally asserted that book agents, as a class, are wonder-
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fnllv persistent in their eflbrts to forward their own interests, and

stick at little to accomplish their ends, and, after this experience, I

am about ready to coincide in this opinion, though I hope and

believe there are many among them who would not stoop to such

slander, under any circumstances.

Not only have I found in these instances parties ready to charge

the Superintendent with corruption, but 1 have found that there

are quite a number of teachers who evidently think he is open to

the influence of a monetary consideration.

The evidence of this is that, during the year, I have received

several offers of the payment of sums i-anging from $5 to $10U,

from teachers, to secure them situations. These offers are generally

very speciously made, claiming that they would be compelled to

spend more than the sum named in traveling expenses ; and that,

if I take the trouble to secure them the situation, it will be a saving

to them, iSzc , &c. ; forgetting that the moment I allowed myself to

accept any compensation whatever, from a teacher, I should, from

that moment, cease to be able to give an unbiased judgment as to

his or her merits ; and that no man can be honest who, under any

pretence, takes pay from the State to protect the interests of the

schools, and at the same time accepts compensation from teachers

to secure them positions.

At first I was very indignant at the receipt of such offers, viewing

them as reflections upon me, personally ; but, on reflection, I have

come to look upon them " more in sorrow than anger," believing

that they are the result of a lack of a nice sense of honor and recti-

tude in the parties themselves, or of a teaching which is somewhat
fashionable at jjresent, viz , that society is wholly corrupt—that the

world is ruled by mercenary motives, and that whatever you want

you must buy ; and it saddens me to think of our youth being

trained by those whose moral sense is so blunted or warped.

I have, in all such cases, taken the trouble to w-rite very plain

letters to such applicants, and I earnestly hope that in some cases

they have produced good results; but I strongly suspect that on

some of them the only effect has been to make them think that they

had blundered in their " way of putting it."

1 have made my usual rounds of visits, though in two or three

instances I have failed to visit some remote schools more than once
;

while in other cases I have visited the schools very often, in one

instance as often as twenty times, though this was where the school

was near at hand, and 1 was much interested in the methods in use.

This was the High School in Vineland, under Prof. Holbrook,

and I speak of it particularly, because I have watched there the

development of an idea new to me, and one that I deem very val-

uable, and to which I wish to call the attention of the educators of

the State as producing very valuable results with very little extra

labor.
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District No. 44 embraces tlie central portion of the town of

Vineland, and has seven scliool ])nihlings and fonrteen teacliers, all

heinor nnder the supervision of the Principal of the High School.

When Prof. Holbrook took charge of the schools he instructed the
teachers of the primary grades to secure short specimens of the

writing of each of their scholars, on separate slips of paper, properly
headed, to enable the same to be classified and identified, and to

preserve these slips carefully.

In his own room much of the work done was written, and all

papers prepared by his students were kept.

The regular written exatninations of all the schools occurred at

the close of each term, and the papers prepared by the students on
those occasions were preserved. The headings of the papers, giv-

ing the subjecf, grade, name and age of the pupil, teacher, &c., were
at first written, but to secure neatness and uniformity, ])rinted

blanks were substituted during the second term.

As these papers accumulated, the Professor conceived tlie idea of

an exposition, and this was carried out at the close of the schools.

All tlie papers from the different schools wore brought to the

Central High School building, and were neatly and conveniently

arranged for inspection, according to grade, in the four school-

rooms.
This exposition was kept open two days, and excited much inter-

est and attracted many visitors, among them the Millville teachers,

A'ho went in a body, by permission of the Board of Trustees (their

schools being still open), and at the invitation of the Vineland
teachers, by whom they were cordially welcomed and hospitably

entertained.

It richly merited all the attention it received, for it was unique.

It was an exposition, not of the selected work of the picked schol-

ars, prepared for show, but was an exposition of the actual scIiodI

work of every one of the 74S scholars enrolled in District No. 44.

in each branch studied by them, and showed not what they could
do, but what they did. It told its own story, and showed exactly

what advancement had been made by the pupils of each school

during the year. It obviated all necessity of questioning as to what
had been done; the parents could go and see for themselves. So
complete was this exposition, that I was able to respond to your
request for work for the Educational Department of the Permanent
Exposition, by selecting from it over 1800 papers that I deemed of

sufficient interest to forward to you. I might have sent as many
more, but thought these sufficient. All the papers of a class, on

any given subject, were bound together, thus rendering reference

to them possible. It is easily seen that this imposed but little ad-

ditional labor on the teachers, since all that was necessary was to

secure, occasionally, written recitations, and to preserve the papers

so written. Of course this safe keeping, with the arranging, the

5



66 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

binding, and the final arrangement for exhibition, did involve

some additional labor, but no teacher who saw the good effects of

the plan would for a moment begrudge the time necessary.

The knowledge that all their work is kept to be shown to the

public is a powerful incentive to do good work, and to exhibit as

much improvement as possible ; for the youngest of the pupils soon
come to understand that their work at the iDoginning of the year
will be shown side by side with that done at the end of the year,

and they take pride in siiowing how mnch better they can do.

Again, the exposition had a powerful influence in .holding the

pupils in school to the close—a ver}^ difficult ol)ject to accomplish,

as all teachers know.
Each pu])il wanted his work to be among the exposition work of

the last term, and so really wished to remain through the final ex-

amination—a condition of things that is hard to realize as existing,

with the average school-boy after the season of " spring fever."

I have devoted considerable space to this exposition, but I think

no more than its results on the schools warrant.

Our institute, held at Bridgeton, in November, was one of the

most satisfactory 1 ever attended. Every teacher in the county
was present, and an earnest spirit of work prevailed. No time was
lost, but every moment was occupied with earnest practical in-

struction.

Ever}' year deepens my conviction that in no other way practica-

ble can so much be done to improve our teachers as by our institutes.

Said one of our teachers to me at the close of the institute, as he
«hook ine by the hand and bade me good-bye, " Mr. Howell, I feel

that I can now go back to work and do better teaching tlian I have
-ever dreamed of doing heretofore. There was so much that I did

not know how to set about doing—and I did not know how to find

out; but I have had many of my difficulties obviated, and I think

I can do so much better work now, that I want you to come and see

me soou. I have never wanted to see you before ; I have been
ashamed to have you see me pretend to do what I knew 1 did not

know how to be^iin. But now 1 do want you to come and see for

yourself that I am trying to use the information given us at this

Institute.''

I did go, and I honestly think that district could have afforded to

pay the whole expense of the institute for the increased value of

that teacher's services for the remainder of the school year.

I have had great difficulty this year to secure reports from the

District Clerks promptly, and this has delayed my report very

much.
1 have been able, during the past year, to see a decided improve-

ment in the working of our teachers.

They are realizing more and more that a teacher, to accomplish

any important results, must have a definite aim and object to accom-
plish ; that he inust clearly comprehend his ol»ject, and perform each
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day's and hour's work with tliis in view. When a teacher has this

clear object in view his work tells; when he has it not, he drifts

—

keeps school—and does not teach.

"We have in the county about twenty teachi-rs who have attended
the Normal School, though not all of them are graduates, and I

wish to give my testimony to the marked effect that the training of

that institution has in enabling teachers to do better work.
The benefit of the training received is marked and easily seen.

It is true that tliere are poor teachers wiio are graduates of the

Normal School, and excellent ones who have never received its

benefits, but the fact remains that other things being equal, the in-

struction given there in regard to methods is of incalculable benefit

to the teacher, as it teaches him loliat he has to do and how to set

about it, instead of leaving him to grope in the dark, and by num-
erous failures to at last arrive at the truth.

Tliis development of a true system of teaching by numerous ex-

periments, some successful and many of them failures, is tremend-
ously costly, for the materials used and wasted in the failures are

the brains and the limited time of our children, and all friends of
education must hope that the time is not far distant when such ex-

perimenting shall cease, and an enlightened public opinion will de-

mand that here as elsewhere, the teacher shall learn his trade before

he attempts to practice it.

ESSEX COUNTY.

Charles M. Davis, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superinteiident

:

In accordance with law, I have the honor to present the following

report

:

Our schools, during the year just ended, have felt the stringent

times, although not to such an extent as was feared at the begin-

ning. The interests of education are felt to be so important that

our people are willing to make great sacrifices to maintain the pub-

lic schools.

The school-houses have been full, for although the number of

children in the county has increased, we have not been able to build
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one new school-house. Three have been repaired ; one in Newark,
one in Orange, and one in the county, outside the cities.

The census returns show an increase of 491 children ; there has

also been an increase of 561 in the average attendance, but the en-

rollment was less by 491. Ten more teachers have been employed.
The salaries of teachers in some cases, remained as formerly ; very

few were increased, and many lessened. The average decrease in

salaries of males was six per cent. ; in those of females, eight per

cent.

The schools of Essex county may be divided into graded, partly

graded, and district schools. Seven are well graded, and offer ad-

vantages equal to those of the Grammar Schools in cities ; while
some of them have High School departments, where pupils are fitted

for classical or scientific colleges. Ihe four that are partly graded
have made arrangements to become fully so at the beginning of the

next school year. The district schools have not generally improved
;

a few have gone backward. Still it should be said that some of our
very best teachers are found in these districts ; and where this is

the case, the school presents advantages of a high order. But there

are people—and they generally elect trustees who represent them
—who think that in these liard times a teacher's wages should be
about the same as a laborer's. As the profession is now crowded,,

teachers can be found who possess scholarship enough to get a grade

of ^0, (would that 80 were required), and against whose morality

nothing is known. The Superintendent, therefore, cannot refuse a

certificate, and incapable teachers are employed. We are thankful

that the demand for such characters is not large, and that there is

not much danger of its increase. Then, again, there are districts

where the trustees feel the need of better schools, but the citizens

will not vote a tax for their support ; $350, or thereabouts, must
support the school for a year. The really good schools have not

deteriorated on account of the times ; their value has been too well

appreciated by the people who consider good education as among
the necessities of life.

The trustees of our best graded schools hold frequent meetings of
their board; often visit the schools; and give careful attention to

the course of study, the character of the instruction, and the im-
provement of the pupils. On the other hand, in some of the out-

lying districts, the trustees seldom hold meetings, never visit the

schools, and know nothing about them except the size of the

teacher's salary. The people are so well satisfied with them that

they leave the whole matter in their hands—annual school meetings

and everything else. Ten years ago there were many such districts
;

but the number has gradually lessened, until now it is almost a per-

sonal matter to make such a statement as the above. A few years

more, and their history will be deemed fiction.

A meeting of the trustees of the graded schools, held in July,
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proved so interesting ;ind profitable that they resolved to meet quar-
terly or oftener, to consult regardin<2; the interests of tiiat class of

sciiools.

The Annual Institute was held in the Ashland District, East
Orange, during the first week in Ai)ril. Only one teacher was absent,

and that on account of sickness. The families of the district most
hospitably entertained the members at their homes, and many of

them attended the meetings ; so that the assembly room was always
full. The chief object of the institute was—not to instruct its mem-
bers in any of the branches taught in our schools— these they are

supposed to be acquainted with before l)eginning their work—but
how most successfully and in the shortest time, to instruct and train

their classes.

1 have been able, during the year, to make more visits to the

schools, and longer ones, than ever before during my term of oflSce.

I have, consequently, gained a more thorough knowledge of the dis-

tricts, and of the sentiments of the people ; the good points in the

schools, and their defects ; and I feel more and more, that iny whole
time could be profitably spent in their care and supervision.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

"William Milligan, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apga7\ State Superintendent

:

I have the honor to submit the accompanying annual report of

the condition of the public schools of the county of Gloucester, for

the year ending August 31st, 1877. It has been carefully com-

piled from the reports of the district clerks, and is a correct exhibit.

The finances of the schools are generally satisfactory. The county

receives from the State $30,757, and raised by township tax, $2,678,

and by district tax, $13,617.26. Our apportionment from the State

last year was $31,761.68, which is $1,004.68 more than the amount
received this year. In 1875 we received from the State $33,738.47,

which is $2,981.47 more than the amount received now. This is

owing to the shrinkage in valuation.
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The number of children in the county in 1S75 7^93,
" '' " •' " " '' 1876 7,4S5.

'' " " " " " •• '^ 1S77 7,^'05.

Out of thenumber, 7,605. we have reported 1,12H as attending nO'

school during the year. This is owing chiefly to many of our
people being opposed to sending their children to school before

the}' are seven years of age ; and many receiving a fair common
school education by the time they reach the age of sixteen, are ob-

liged to go to work, in order that they may help bear the burden
of supporting the family.

Early in the spring the school-house belonging to Mt. Pleasant

district was set on fire and totally destroyed.

New school-houses have been erected during the year in the fol-

lowing districts : Greenwich, No. 14, costing $1,800 ; and Mt.
Pleasant, No. 68, costing $1,200. The buildings are neat and com-
modious, and well adapted to their use.

We have now a large number of fine buildings in our county

;

how different frnm only ten years ago, when most of them were
very poor.

The principal building in Woodbury District, No. 1, is too small,

and very poorly ventilated ; a new building is absolutely necessary.

Nothing has been done at Gibbstown, where more room is very-

much needed.

Paulsboro did not act upon my suggestion of dividing their large

rooms by erecting partitions, which would give tliem four large

school rooms. Three teachers are engaged to do the work of four
;

the people complain and still pursue the same course.

The people of Barnsboro and Unionville Districts, Nos. 12 and
42, have furnished their liouses with bells, and those of No. 12,

have also painted their house and otherwise improved it.

Wenonah District, No. 54, does not feel al»le to build a house
now, and so will continue to rent.

The quarterly examinations have been regularly held, and I have
been assisted by the same " Board of Examiners," who have ren-

dered me valuable assistance. The following persons were granted
first grade certificates : Sara P. Bugbee, Lucy Ellis. Esther A. Gor-
don, John H. Sharp, Joseph L. Read and S. E, Warrick.
The number of candidates examined was one hundred and thirty-

five ; of these, forty-eight were rejected.

Our "Teachers' Association " held two sessions during the year,

which were well attended and full of interest.

A " Normal Class " has been organized and holds its sessions the

first Saturday of each month. Miss Crater, of Woodbury, and Mr.
Newkirk, of Paulsboro, rendered me very valuable assistance. The
average attendance of the class was 30, and much good was ac-

complished.

The Annual Institute was well attended durins; its entire session.
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E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent, and Professors Lockwood and
Apgar, of our State, and B. G. Northrop, State Superintendent of
Connecticut, conducted the exercises.

The people, as well as the teachers, prefer to have the institute

in the spring, after the winter boys have left the schools.

HUDSON COUNTY.

Wm. S. Dickinson, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent :

In making this, my eleventh annual report, I am happy still to

record the constant progress of our schools, although the financial

embarrassments, which affect the whole country, have been particu-

larly productive of trouble in a population very largely devoted to

commercial and manufacturing interests.

The amount appropriated for school purposes, from all sources,

for the year 1877-8, is about $13,000 less than was appropriated

for 1876-7—a reduction of only about 3^ per cent

The average attendance of pupils has increased, during the j^ear,

about 7 per cent., so that, at the previous rate of expenditure for

school purposes, the appropriations for the coming year would have
been increased over $25,0 uO.

As, instead of an increase, there has been a reduction of expenses

as mentioned above, the total amount of the "economy" will be
nearly .^39,000. How unfavorably this will affect the schools is

yet to be seen.

Considerable discussion has been elicited concerning the propriety

of giving, in schools supported by the State, instruction in any
branches above the elementary subjects of reading, writing, spell-

ing, geography, grammar and arithmetic. Opposition to what are

called high schools and higher education has been very active.

This has been caused mainly by the restlessness which high taxa-

tion and the disasters of business always produce. I hope that a

return of prosperity in business circles will take away the intensity

of this opposition. It is clear that if all instruction is denied in the

public schools, except in the lower branches, the children of the

wealthy, refined and well-educated will be driven from the schools.
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All parents, even of the poorer classes who are willing to make sac-

rifices tor the education of their children, will remove their offspring

from the public schools. Such schools as survive the desertion will

he used onl)' by the poorest, lowest, and most degraded classes in

the cornmuTiity. The schools can only reach their highest utility to

the State when they become so gO(-d as to absorl) the children of

all— rich and poor, educated and illiterate. Schools for the poor

will soon become so poor as to be unworthy of public support,

EFFICIENCY OF TEACHP:RS.

The number of teachers, since the last report, has been increased

from 406 to 426. The interest which they genei'ally show in their

labors, and the esprit tie corps manifested on all proper occasions, is

very gratifying.

The proximity of three great cities—New York, Brooklyn and
Newark—affords frequent opportunities for professional intercourse

and interchange of views; and that improvement and sharpness

which comes from much mental attrition has been plainly seen.

The proficiencj' of the teachers, while not above the need of judi-

cious criticism, is yet such as to be a cause of congratulation.

The number of female teachers is 381 ; the number of male teach-

ers is 45. It is believed that do county in the State will show so

la.'ge a proportion of female teachers. W hether this large predomi-

nance of females in the work of teaching is favorable to the best

progress may be doubted. The condition of our school accommo-
dations and the improvements that have been made during the past

year, are not satisfactory, especially in Jersey City.

The total number of refusals to admit applicants for admission to

the schools in that city, on account of want of room, was 1,909.

After making all proper deductions for repeated applications by
the same child, I feel sure that the number of refusals will still be

very large and very disgraceful.

One old school building has been torn down and replaced by
another, very large and commodious, but it is not enough.
Two large, new buildings are needed now, and at least four

others ought to be much enlarged by the addition of wings or

stories.

In the report of the State Superintendent for last year, Jersey

City stands lowest of all the cities of the State in per centage of

school accommodations, as compared with the number of children.

I fear the reports of this year will show a worse state of things,

A school-house is greatly needed in the town of Union, but

measures have been taken which, it is hoped, will result in building

a large and commodious edifice for school purposes, before it be-

comes necessary to make another report.
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The schools of Hohokcn are crowded, but not cruelly or uiiiner-

cit'nlly cnmuned, to the danger of life and health.

Bayonne has abundant school room. Five school-houses and
1,527 seats, with a population, between the ages of 5 and 18, of
only 1,762.

In other parts of the county, there is no special need of complaint
of crowding of schools.

I have visited the schools, counselled with teachers, examined
scliools, &c., as faithfully as I have been able.

There are 43 schools in the county, not counting 2 High Schools,

and the 2 Saturday Normal Schools, of Jersey City and Hoboken.
These I have visited from 2 to 10 times each. Several harassing

and bitter controvei'sies have arisen, but it is hoped that all will

yet be settled harmoniously.

The statistical report contains the estimated number of those
who attend private schools, and" those who attend no school. Such
estimates are very uncertain, and I knovvof no way to obtain, with
much certainty, the desired information.

One student has been sent to the Agricultural College.

The public schools have been drawing more largely than usual,

this year, from the sectarian private schools. In one instance, in

Jersey City, a large church school of about 600 pupils, was dis-

banded and the children were sent to the public schools.

Great difficulty has been experienced, and the difficulty still re-

mains, in providing rooms and seats for their accommodation.
Many of them have been refused admission to the schools, and nu-

merous and just complaints are made. I believe, however, that

within two or three months, provisions will be made for most of

them.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

R. S. Sw^ACKHAMER, SUPERINTEND KNT.

ToE. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

Dear Sir—I have the honor to submit my first annual report of

the public schools of Hunterdon county.

As many im])ortant facts bearing upon the subject may be gath-

ered from the statistics herewith forwarded, it will not be deemed
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necessary to enlarge \ipon tliese points ; hence, a brief summary of

certain other matters is all that will be attempted.

In June, 1876, I was appointed County Superintendent of the

public schools of Hunterdon, by the Honorable the State Board of

Education, and subsequently confirmed by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

For the confidence thus shown, and the distinction conferred,

both boards have my sincei-e acknowledgments.

In discharge of the duties growing out of this relation, such a

course has been adopted as gave reasonable assurances of beneficial

results.

The schools have all been visited twice, except in a few instances

in which they were closed at the time of visitation.

Trustees were generally present on these occasions, and the meet-

ings were of the most pleasant character, not only on account of

the cordial reception extended by Trustees, teachers and pupils, but

also in view of the desii'e numifested to profit by the occasion. A
primary object at such times has been to learn the condition of the

schools, correct abuses, encourage teachers and pupils, and make
such suggestions as circumstances seemed* to require.

The Township Boards of Trustees have been convened, and the

meetings, in most cases, Wc re well attended, members being present

from nearly every school in the respective townships. The prompt-

ness in response to the calls, and the general interest manifested,

are highly gratifying, and speak well for this class of school officials.

The sciiool-houses, with a few exceptions, are in good condition,

many of them having been erected during the last decade under my
predecessoi's.

In regard to location, size, arrangement and beauty of construc-

tion, much judgment and skill are shown, and the buildings are a

credit, not only to those who planned and constructed them, but also

to the communities whose lil)erality provided the means for their

erection.

There are still seven school-houses in the county marked below
medium, but. owing to financial embarrassments, and the prostration

of farming interests, no attempts have been made during the last

year to supply their places with others. These exceptional districts

feel the need of better accommodations, and it is but reasonable to

conclude that the time is not far distant when they will give place

to others better suited to the purposes for which they are designed.

The total amount apportioned to Hunterdon county from the

State appro])riations for the school rear beginning Sept. 1st, 1877,

is $43,803.51:, against $45,368.39 for 1876, and $4D,329.76 for 1875,

or a difiereuce in two years of $5,526.22.

AVhile this falling off does not affect the smaller schools, it very

materially lessens the amount to the larger districts, and makes it

necessary to provide, to a greater extent, for the deficiency by local

taxes. In some instances this demand has been fullv met ; in
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others only partially, and in a number of cases tlie schools have
besH left without any aid from thissf>urce.

In most counties of the State the interest of the surplus revenue
is used for the support of the schools. This was formerly the case
in Hunterdon, but most of the original amount having been ex-

pended, but little has recently been applied to this use. Claims
were presented in May last by certain districts for the amount to
which they were entitled under the provisions of the law.

In view^ ot these facts the matter was laid before the State Su-
perintendent, accompanied by the following inquiry :

" Were any
restrictions imposed, by either National or State authority, makinaf
it obligatory upon the counties and townships to apply the interest

to school purposes, or had they the right to use the money in what-
ever maimer they deemed proper ?''

The reply, after presenting a resume of the surplus revenue laws,
and assuming that the principal could not legally be used, concludes
as follows: ''The interest should be apportioned and collected with-
out regard to whether the principal is intact or not." The surplus
revenue belonging to the county (or the amount received from the
State, and for which the State holds bonds from the county, and the
county from the original townships), is $54,957.19. The interest

of this sum has accordingly been apportioned to the schools, adding
to the regular school funds for the ensuing year $3, S47, or about 3^
cents to each child between the required ages.

The quarterly examinations have been legularly held at the
county seat. One hundred and twenty-one certificates have been
issued : four of the first, seven of the second, and one hundred and
ten of the third grade ; while about thirty per cent, of the appli-

cants failed to pass. A fair proportion of those who fell below the
requirements, at one examination, received certificates at the next

;

and at the August examination eight candidates performed part of
the work required under the higher grades, expecting to finish at

the next meeting of the board.

Soon after each examination, numerous applications have been
made for special permits, private examinations, and the endorse-
ment of certificates that had expired ; but it ha^ been thought
better to require of candidates simply what is imposed by the State
Superintendent, and to test their qualifications by the prescribed
standard.

It has recently been recommended by the Honorable State Superin-
tendent that each quarterly examination be held on the same day
in all the counties. The propriety of such a course is evident from
the fact that persons sometimes attend an examination in one
county, and, on the following day, with a full knowledge of the

questions, go before another examining board, and thus fraudu-

lently secure a certificate of license. Such results are, however, to

a great extent prevented by the restrictions imposed, and by carry-
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ing out, on the part of the County Superintendents, the instructions

in regard to the matter.

I am indebted to Messrs. George P'leming, of Clinton, and Edward
M. Heath, of Locktown, for prompt and efficient services rendered

at the examinations.

The Teachers' Institute was held at Flemington on the 16th, 17th

and 18th of May. Through the potiteness of the Sheriif, and the

Board of Chosen Freeholdei'S, the court-house had been previously

secured for the occasion. Among those who led in the exercises

were the Hon. K. A. Apgar, our State Superintendent ; Prof. Aus-
tin C. Apgar, teacher of Natural Sciences in our State Normal
School ; Prof. B. G. Northrop, State Superintendent of Connecti-

cut ; Mrs. Randal Dieid, of New York, and Rev. A. VV. Shenner,
of Clinton. The leading exercises were ably supplemented by
work from the teachers of the county, in the presentation of differ-

ent methods of instruction, and the discussion of important points

bearing upon the subject. Without attempting even a summary
of the lectures and instructions by the able educators, to whom
reference has been made, it may not be amiss to observe that their

work was duly appreciated, not onl}' by the teachers generally, but
also by the citizens of Flemington and vicinity, who favored the

institute with their presence. The occasion has been referred to

by many in terms of the highest commendation, not only on account

of the clear elucidation of the various subjects treated, but also in

view of the pleasing and entertaining manner in whicii they were
presented, rendering the occasion one of unusual interest, as well as

of instruction. (!oukl these gatherings be more generally attended

by the people, they would be better prepared to judge of the effects

and to form a just estimate of their influence upon the educational

interests of the county.

Trustees, in most cases, have been faithful in the discharge of

their duties—manifesting a commendable interest in the schools

over which they are placed. A willingness has been shown to co-

operate in such measures as gave reasonable assurances of beneficial

results, and a proper regard manifested for the best interests of

their respective schools. h\ in some instances, Trustees or District

Clerks have seemed to be governed more by selfish motives than
by the demands of duty ; if the office has been made subservient

to the accomplishment of personal ends—such cases should be re-

garded as exceptions to the general statement.

TEACHERS.

From what has been said in regard to the examinations, it will

readily be inferred that the teachers of the county present varied

qualifications. This is shown not only from the results of the exam-
inations, but quite as clearly from a personal inspection of theii
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work in the school-room. In some instances, tlie conditions of

success are united in the same person : good scholarship, tact of

communicating instruction, commendable industry, and the ability

to govern. In other cases, even where there is no lack of scholar-

ship, favorable results are not realized for want of the other quali-

fications ; while in other instances, those who have been engaged
in teaching show but a superficial knowledge of the most elemen-
tary branches of instruction ; and whatever may be their fitness in

other respects, they lack that without which success is impossible.

A number of this class have recently given up their positions as

teachers (either from choice or from necessity), and are endeavoring
to make better preparations for the work by a more extended
course of study.

From these remarks, the inference should not be drawn that tha

teachers of Hunterdon fall below the general standard. The ex-

aminations in all the counties show either that many who have
been engaged in teaching did not possess the proper qualifications,

or that the requirements imposed were too exacting. The former
conclusion must, of course, be accepted.

In regard to the sentiments of the people of the county respecting^

the Public School system, it is safe to assume that nothing less effi-

cient would be regarded with favor. Tiiere are certain features of

the law to which objections are sometimes made, and it is claimed

that modifications to an extent are required ; but, as regards the

necessity of a system which should make ample provision for the

education of all classes and conditions, there is scarcely a difiference

of opinion. The fact is being realized, at the present time, that,

just so far as the funds provided by the State meet the demands for

school purposes, the educational interests are, in this respect,

secure ; but, where the schools depend in part upon local support,

there is no assurance that it will be provided. Could any measure
be adopted by the State which would make all the schools inde-

pendent of local aid, it would receive from the people an unquali-

fied approval. There is no desire that the provisions should be

inadequate to the requirements, or that the schools should be left

without proper supervision.

The condition of those schools which sometimes fall below 45

children between 5 and 18 years of age, forms an additional argu-

ment in favoi- of a liberal support from the State. And, in this con-

nection, it may be proper to observe, that that provision of the law

which allows $350 to a school of 45 children between the required

ages, and less than half the amount ($139) to one of 4+, is not gen-

erally approved. Where a district is required, it would seem
proper that it should be sustained ; if not, let it be disbanded and
united with others.

From what has been presented, the conclusion will readily be

drawn that, whatever has been accomplished, much still remains to
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be done, before the proper standard of excellence will be reached

by all the schools. One of the greatest hindrances in the way of

successful results is, irregular attendance. While the average for

the last year is 300 above that of the preceding year, and the

number attending no school correspondingly less, with but a slight

increase in the school census, yet the nuinber in regular attendance
is still far below what might reasonably be expected, with an in-

crease in the county of 97 children between school ages, the number
in regular attendance is still far below what might reasonably be
expected. This difficulty will be removed just in proportion to the

interest that parents and guardians are brought to feel in the educa-
tion of their children, and the ability on the part of teachers to

render the schools attractive.

In conclusion, I cannot forbear expressing my sincere thanks to

trustees, teachers, and patrons of the schools for their kindness and
hospitality shown ; and also to collectors and other township and
county officers, as well as to the county press, and the friends of
education generally, for their interest and co-operation in the work.

MERCER COUNTY.

William J. Gibby, Superintendent.

To E. A. Afgar^ State Superintendent

:

Educational matters in Mercer county continue much in the same
general line of progress, that has steadily marked our way for many
years. We are So tiioroughly leavened with the leaven of a desire
for true education, that not even the luckless antics of demagogues
in vain efforts for political distinction, are sufficient to cause a rip-

ple on the current of our course. The people of this county are
too intelligent to be hoodwinked by those who employ every possible
opportunity of giving their own children all the advantages of cul-

ture, while they, at the same time, do what in them lies to prevent
those who are too remote from educational centres from enjoying
as nearly similar opportunities as can be procured.

Particularly at this time we, in this country, must watch two well
defined characteristics of restless minds, agitators, I might call them,
who, while they attempt to present a fair exterior, would lull their
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followers into a false economy, apparently dictated by the best of
motives, bnt, on the contrary, deliberately planned for selfish ends.
As the infinence of the moon npon the great waters creates and
causes the tides, no less than by its snpp(>sed power affects the minds
of men, so they would shed so radiant and soft a light on their

deluded followers, as that brought into the influence of their attrac-

tions, the masses would move in one grand tidal wave, upon which
they would ride-their bark into the safe haven of some honorable,
but more probably, some profitable place. They need not longer
delude themselves; the inflaence of their rays will no more make
lunatics of us, than will they disabuse our minds of the firm convic-
tion that he who has some selfish aspiration will move everj- availa-

ble force for its accomplishment. Then, as to the second, recogniz-
ing the tnith as well as the advantage of the trite maxim, " Know-
ledge is power," how natural that they who reap the advantage of
a harvest themselves, should desire to hand down to their posterity,

the same field with the same advantages, of course rendered more
productive by the experience also transmitted therewith. Does any
one need to have pointed out to him, the germs of an inevitable

aristocracy in such a case? What chance in the race, would have
the children of those removed from all competition, with every
avenue already occupied and insurmountably obstructed. It is un-
profitable to pursue such a subject further. Plain common sense
people can never thus be imposed upon, and whatever dangers we
may still be liable to fall into, we are safe from the wiles of some
now most prominent.
We are warranted in renewing our appreciation of the manner

in which the various officers of the districts, townships and county,
have performed tlie duties of the year just closed. The amount
they receive is no adequate remuneration for the services they per-
form ; and when it is remembered that their labors are, to a great

measure, bestowed as an offering to the good cause, no one will fail

to see that much is due to the conscientious fidelity which actuates

them. So much has already been said of these officers in previous
reports, that it only remains at this time to point proudly to the re-

cords of the past, and to affirm that they are still true.

Meetings of the several Township Boards of Trustees have been
held as legally required, and the several schools have been visited

in accordance with the requiren)ents of law.

Trenton city's elegant and commodious High School lecture

room, has aflPorded us ample accommodations for holding the four

quarterly examinations for teachers' certificates, of which 145 have
been issued, l)eing an increase of 28 over last year. Four of these

were first grade, 7 second grade and 134 third grade, as against 3

first firade, 2 second grade, and 112 third grade, last year.



80 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPOBT.

F'lr^t Grade.

Miss Ella Schermerhoni, Chambersbnrg.
Mrs. Carrie A. Bastedo, Cliamhersburg.

Miss Edna Davis, Hopewell.
Mr. Smith V. Howell, Mount Rose.

Second Grade.

Miss Lida Lawrence, Woodsville.

Miss Louisa W. Berrien, Lawrenceville
Miss Mary J. Kelsey,

Mr. Henry R. Lawrence, Harborton.
Mr. J. Harry Smith, Trenton.

Mr. P. S. Wheeler, Hamilton Square.

Mr. J. W. Thomas, Trenton.

Twenty two applicants were rejected and one certificate revoked.
Thirty-eight applicants had been members of the Normal School,
some not having remained to be graduated, and a few whose State
certificates had expired. Outside of Trenton, there are 69 teachers
employed in the schools ; of these, 36 have attended the State
Normal School, and 2 the Model School attached thereto, while
several others have been specially prepared for the work by gradu-
ates of the Normal School. Thus, it will appear, that we are de-

pendent upon the Normal School for more than half of our teachers.

Messrs. A. W. Hartwell, Principal of the Princeton Model School,
and Wm. M. Lanning, Vice-Priiicipal of Trenton Academy, continue
as members of the Board of County Examiners. Their accepta-
bility to the great body of teachers is only equaled by their effi-

ciency and their peculiar adaptability to the work.
The Teachers' Institute held during the year proved highly suc-

cessful. The most interesting portions of the exercises, perhaps,
were Supt. Northrop's lecture, '' New Era in Japan," and that of
Dr. 0. F. Brackett, of Princeton College, on " The Physics of
Music." The teachers of the county and the friends of education
are under especial obligation to Dr. Brackett, whose time was so

fully occupied as to oblige him to refuse several remunerative offers

for lectures. Yet, when the matter of addressing an association of
teachers was presented to him, he, without reservation, immedi-
ately signified his acceptance of the invitation, expressing his great
interest in the education of the masses, and his desire to contribute

what he could to aid the cause. We were unable to pay for this

lecture, barely having funds to supply the necessary expenses of

the experiments: we could, ihei'efore, but express our gratitude.

It is hoped that many of the teachers were not only interested and
instructed by the various exercises, but alsO' stimulated to renewed
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exerrions in a calling wliicli, properly pursued, wields so potent an
influence in moulding the character of the community—a calling

in which are so many opportunities to accomplish, by foi'iiuitlon

of character, what can never be as well or as surely attained by
re-foi'inat'ion.

Ever since the free school law went into effect it has been found
unnecessary to levy a township tax in any part of the county. The
funds received from the two-mill tax, the State appropriation, and
the interest of the surplus revenue have been sufficient to support

the schools for an avei-age term of ten months of the year. It is

unsafe to predict as to how long these funds will continue to be suf-

ficient, for the amount received so steadily diminishes, and the

number of children in the State as steadily increases, that it is

feared that ere long we must call in aid from some other source.

AA^e have no districts in the county with less than forty-five children,

and consequenth' none that get less than $350 a year. Trustees have
thus been enabled to engage teachers for the whole school year

;

and such a practice has ripened into the more desirable one of con-

tinuing the same teacher tVom year to year, so that terms of service

continuing over many consecutive years are not rare. We trust

that nothing will soon disturb this condition of affairs.

The statistics for the year are very full, satisfactory and reliable.

They tell so exhaustively the whole history of the educational work
of the county that they must be examined to be appreciated and
understood. They will be found in their proper place, and will

repay a perusal.

MIDDLESEX COUNTS.

R. Willis, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent:

Dear Sir—Care and patient labor have been bestowed on the

annual report herewith submitted, with a desire to secure the great-

est possible accuracy. With one exception, the district reports were
rendered with usual promptness. District No. 65, I am sorry to

say, in disregard of repeated notification, sent no report, compelling

the insertion of items belonging to the former year, and the reduc-

6
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tion of oue-fifth from the school census. It is unfortunate for a

district to be deprived of a portion of the State appropriation

through the neglect or indifference of its clerk ; but the loss is

instructive, showing the necessity of character and suitableness in

persons chosen to this important office.

A comparison of the statistical summary with that of the year
immediately preceding shows but little variation. In all substantial

pai'ticulars we have held our own, making some advance in the

value of school property, in the amount voted for school buildings,

and in the enrollment and attendance.

The new school building at Woodbridge, partly erected at last re-

port, was completed and occupied at the beginning of the present

year. This is a beautiful editice, erected at a cost of $30,000, and
furnished with the very best school accommodations. A graded

school is here established under a competent board of teachers, effi-

cient school officers, and a liberal public sentiment. Judging from

the present reputation of the school, its rapid increase, and tlie

liberality it has evoked, the time is not distant when additional de-

partments will be needed to meet the demands of growth and
progress. This is the only new building to be reported. Others

are needed, but the number of new buildings erected during the

last decade, together with those enlarged and substantially repaired,

leave a comparatively small number on the list of " very poor."

Nos. 35, 41, 61 and 66 are scarcely lit for school purposes, and must,

before long, give place to new buildings, or undergo enlargement

and repairs. They are simply tolerated, at present, in the hope of

better times for the necessary outlay. It may be remarked, in this

connection, that there are schools belonging to the " medium " class

almost as unworthy of State support, on account of incapacity to

accommodate the number of pupils in attendance, as those upon the

"poor'' list. To this class belong Nos. 31 and <J2, districts abun-

dantly able to provide suitable school accummudations. The necessity

of a new building, of larger dimensions, and in a better locality, in

District 31, has long been felt and acknowledged, and efforts have

been made to meet this necessity, but without success, owing, it is

said, to the pressure of the times. The pressure of the times, it is

hoped, will soon be relieved, for the sake of the poor children of

this district, whose health and comfort are suffering under a far

worse pressure—that of overcrowded rooms and a vitiated atmos-

phere. Several school-houses, it may be proper to add, having but

one room and one teacher, are in great need of a second department,

and of an assistant teacher for the fall and winter months. The

expense of such enlargement is in the way of its accomplishment,

but in every instance in which it has been done, and a primary de-

partment sustained for a portion of the year, the school has risen

rapidly in character, and attained a much higher grade of advance-

ment.
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In six or seven schools this need still exists, and there is very
little hope for them, while the teacher's energies, for a large portion
of the year, are well nigh wasted in attempting to teaclfand con-
trol a crowd. Bnt while, here and there, a school fails to accom-
plish the raeasnre of success which may be justly claimed, in con-
sideration of the public money expended upon it. we are happy to
say that these partial failures are the exceptions and not the rule.
Most of our schools are well taught and deserve commendation,
and not a few of them deserve high praise for extraordinary pro-
gress.

The usual quarterly examinations have been held. The number
of candidates examined, including a few admitted to private exami-
nations, is 93. Of these, 78 received certificates— 1 1 of the second
grade, and 67 of the third. The number of failures was 15. liie

majority of our teachers, and among them some of ability and many
years' experience, are content with a low grade certificate, since it

serves their purpose in securing good positions, and saves them time-
and trouble at examinations. We think the time has come when a
higher grade than the lowest should be made compulsory, after a
specified time spent in teaching. The effect of such a measure
would relieve the profession of much indolence and incapacity, and
contribute greatly to the formation of studious habits.

The County Teachers' Association has been sustained under two
divisions, each meeting in alternate months. In February, a union
meeting, occupying two days, was held in the Livingstone avenue
building, New Brunswick. The exercises were varied and instruc-
tive; conducted, on the first day, by prominent teachers of the
county ; and on the second day, chiefly, by Prof. Northrop, Super-
intendent of Public Schools of Connecticut.
The Township Board of Trustees were called together at a time

suitable for receiving the district reports. By this arrangement, the
reports are more easily and promptly secured, and an opportunity
is afforded for examining their contents and correcting errors. An
effort is made, year by year, to induce the Collector of each town-
ship to l»e present, for the purpose of comparing his accounts with
the financial reports from the districts. By this means, discrepan-
cies are detected and explained, and much trouble avoided. If all

the Collectors were equally willing to present their accounts, the
financial condition of some districts would be in a far l>etter state

of adjustment than at present.

In conclusion, I have only to say that each school in the county
has been visited twice during the year, and that the various duties
of my office, in all their ramifications and details, have been
promptly discharged.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Samuel Lockwood, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgoi^ State Superintendent

:

In compliaDce with regulation, the following is respectfully sub-

mitted :

Just as the most important part of this report was completed,

namely, the tabulation of the finance and the usual statistics, a pros-

trating illness arrested all further work for several days. It thus

became too late to attempt, by a rhmne of these tabulations, to

evolve the moral of the figures. In the little time remaining, we
maj' count ourselves fortunate if able to state clearly some consid-

erations, which appear to us important, and which cannot be learned

from the statistics.

The year has been one of highly satisfactory results. I think the

average quality of school-room work has never been so good. It is

also an instructive fact that the examinations are yielding a higher

per centage of failures. At the last one were seventy-two candi-

dates, of whom but twenty-five received license. Two good schools

have been built during the year. The one at Asbury Park is a

beautiful and commodious structure, and worth S'ime §10,' "Oo. It

stands in a square in an eligible location. The plot of a full acre

of land is pr.'bably worth $3,000, and is the munificent gift of

James A.Bradley, Esq. Red Bank has also finished another school'

edifice, costing about $11,000. Two rural schools are also in course

of erection.

Complaint has several times been made at this otiice of the way
in which the District Clerkship is obtained. The aspirant for the

position selects his man, usually the pliable one in the Board of

Trustees. He says, " You vote for me to be District Clerk, and I

will vote for myself, and it won't matter which way the other one
votes." Should not the clerk be legally required to show two votes,

other than his own ? Complaints are also made of Clerks drawing
orders in their own favor, signed after the above fashion, the third

member not being even so much as consulted. In the case of

orders in favor of school officers, should not there be obtained the

signatures of the other two members \ The remedy for all this,

though simple, must come of legislation.

"We have still a few who think it " a plenty " if " school keeps "
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8, 7, or even 6 months, albeit the law requires 9. Connected with

this, is the temptation to give tlie whole income to the teacher if

he will "keep a reasonable time." I have not found the prescribed

penalty for short time practicable, as it would result in closing the

school effectually.

Might not tiie following be a practical way of handling this

evil '{ Let the trustees be i*egarded as holding rhis question of

school time, as a right of the people, and inalienable, and let it be
a misdemeanor to give less than nine months' schooling. But let

the district be empowered to draw the school money only as pro-

portionate to the time taught. Suppose its entire income of the

year should be $360, and two months' schooling has been given.

Make it a misdemeanor to give an order for more than $80 ; or

make it the duty of the Town Collector to pay no more than in such
proportion. Now, suppose the school to be closed, with only eight

months' schooling, then let %\S) be the penalty, to go to a forfeit

fund, to be held in trust by the County Collector, and drawn by
him from tlie Town Collector, upon order given by the County Su-

perintendent.

It is not intended by the above, that Monmouth specially needs
such legislation ; on th.- contrary, tiiis great rural count}'^, with not

one city in its bounds, I am proud to find, with the exception of

Hudson, which is virtually one contiimous city, stands well abreast

with the city-containing counties of the State, in respect of the

average time which the schools have kept open. But, as a matter
of public good, we cannot rest content until every school makes at

least nine months ; and we shall hope to attain ten. Trustees in

the rural districts plead the small attendance in the summer ; but
this, I verily believe, is an heirloom of habit. Summer should be
the school harvest of the little children, who can hardly bear the

exposure of the winter. Closing school all summer is a relic of the

short-time practice of the rate-bill era, and which, like that, should

also be buried with the past.

As the schools generally are closed by the first of July, why can-

not the whole school work of the year be worked up by the end of

the same month, just as much so as if August were its legal holiday,

as it assuredly is, to a large extent, the month of relaxation, both
by custom and the necessity of a stern physical law ? I think if tiie

District Clerk's report was made returnable to the County Superin-
tendent'by the middle of July, and the Superintendent's report was
made due to the State Superintendent by the first day of August,
and the election of Trustees also set at an early day in July, it

would be advantageous to all concerned. Then contracts with
teachers could be made by the new board, and at a seasonable day.

Thus the teacher, with his mind at resr, could go about his business,

gathering strength tor the labors of the coming year.
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Xever before has so large a number of applications for schools

lain upon our desk. Is not the time opportune for some action tiiat

shall authoritatively define the professional and salary value of the

respective grades of licenses ( Of two teachers, the one holding a
high grade, with a corresponding teaching ability, and the other
holding a lower grade, the latter may be found occupying a school

yielding a higher salary than does the one occupied by the other.

It is true that the law does recognize a distinction of qualification,

certified to by the difi^erent grades. But it lacks definition ; hence
has but little point. It is even asserted by teachers who can do
much better, that a third grade license is as good to them as any
other. Why not fix ^40 a month as the maximum paj' of a third

grader, and $50 a month as the highest pay of a second grader, while
the first grader might be allowed to get whatever his services should
command 'C This would surely be only fair, and it would hold out

an incentive to worthy teachers to aim higher, as they would see

before them rank and pay—both powerful and proper motives.

Besides, this would at once grade the schools, and a programme of

study euuld be soon laid out accordingly, and, I might add, effec-

tively.

It appears to me that when a primarian teacher in a graded
school shows marked skill in this difficult /-die of teaching, that, if

she has once held a fiist grade county license, or one that is

accounted equal, and has attained the age of twenty-one, so long as

she continues in the sphere for which she shows this peculiar, apti-

tude she should be exempt from all further examinations for license,

and should be granted a certificate ^>f priinarta einerita, and
which, though not expressing the same sort of teaching ability,

shall, in all other res])ects, rank with the before-mentioned fii'st

grade county license.

Some of our schools, for three or four months in the winter, are

crowded beyond the ability of the teacher in charge. But the

trustees are unable to employ two regularly licensed teachers; and
yet the efficiency of the teacher can be doubled for good to all con-

cerned, if he could be relieved of xhe primarinus for the time being.

This help can be had by employing a bright miss, of wiiich kind it

is not difficult to find one aniong the older scholars, or in the neigh-

borhood. If not able to ohtam a third grade license, fix the quali-

fication, and designate such a pupil-teacher, and set the pay at not

more than $20 a month. Sinely this would be more dignified than

the irresponsible and unrecompensed monitor system. Besides,

such a teacher would come imder the regulations, and i-eceive her

salary as any other teacher does, instead of getting a pittance from
the teacher in charge, as is too often done.

The tendency to reduce the teachers' salaiy is being pushed too

far; so that the direction is not so much in the way of economy as

in that of waste. 'J he cheapest is sometimes the most costly. With
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au increase of population, and a decrease of income—with 36 of

the so-called " $350 districts," to be provided for, as against 12 some
three years ago—with the disposition of the citizens to vote down
any local provision—some of our large schools liave begun the year
seriously crippled for work. I write it with pain, that a reduction

of salarx' has fallen upon some of our teachers, varying from 10 to

even 30 per cent. Ruling out the injustice to the teacher, is not

this matter perilous to the cause ? Its tendency will be to shorten

school time, if it do not eliminate from the county its best teach-

ing ability. Thus, as in other days, too many of our schools would
again be supplied with such as merely stop at the school-house on
the way to something better. Such is the evil now beginning, and
whatever the remedy may be, it should come from the State, and
not be sought in the denioralizing strife of the dihtrict meeting.

I have thus spoken in plainness, as, the truth told, the opening of

the new school year is with a weight of depression on some of our
choicest teachers, who have wrought cheerily and well, thi-ongh the

year now closed.

Our last Teachers' Institute proved for us to be a memorable time.

It was held in the commodious assembly room of the Long Branch
Graded School, and the teachers received the unwearied attention of

the Board of Education. To the indefatigable considerations of the

scholarly Secretary of the Board, Dr. T. G. Chattel, was the insti-

tute very specially indebted. Nor w^ill the teachers forget the pains

taken by that genial host of the Pavilion, Mr. Samuel Morris, whose
hotel was, for the nonce, in the best sense, the Teachers' Home.
True to its design, the institute was a genuine Normal School, with

additional influence, as it worked wisely and well in other direc-

tions, having regard to the elevation of the teacher in his social

status, and tlie furtherance of his general, and professional culture.

The interest of the occasion was much enhanced by the presence of

the Hon. Tanetano Megata, Commissioner of Education from Japan.
It aflorded no ordinary pleasure to have with us so eminent a per-

sonage as this able representative of that great progressive nation.

Adorned with personal excellencies, and accomplished in a oulius

drawn from the best sources of the Orient and the West, it was felt

by all that the " New Japan" was not unworthily represented in the

person of Mr. Megata. Twice was the institute addressed by this

gentleman in a very instructive vein on the educational efforts of

his own country, and especially on the extent and methods of

teacher-training. Superintendent Apgar did his usual earnest work.

Miss Minnie Swayze, in her own inimitable way, infused a deep

enthusiasm. And Superintendent Northrop, of Connecticut, imparted

instruction of sterling value. Some of our own teachers also exhibi-

ted instructive representative work, as chief of which may be men-
tioned Mr. Henry Denison's excellent class work on the " Word
Method," with small children.
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The County Teachers' Institute must now go on tlie calendar as

an indispensable. With no possibility of being wounded by per-

sonal exposure, the attentive teacher sees unfolded the proper prin-

ciples of his calling, and learns good methods by seeing model
school work contrasted with unskilled labor. But the institute is

a necessity for teaciiers of the highest skill ; for it is with them as

with professionals in other lines, the zealous worker often nncon-

sciousl}' slips into a weary and monotonous rut, too often not with-

out ill effects, both upon teacher and taught. To all such, the

institute becomes the means '' to strengthen the things which remain,

that are ready to die." This annual gathering is an occasion for

the quickening of zeal, and the begetting higlier conceptions of obli-

gation ; so that each year finds some whom ambition leads from
the country school to the State Normal School, in quest of higher

qualifications.

But the Teachers' Institute is, I think, doing good along another

line, which this closing thought must indicate. Considering rightly

the fact of growth or development, may we not find in every life

direction of nature, the slow, the fair, or average, and the fast ?

And just this is true of the pupils who compose the common school.

Herein, very specially, is the ordinary teacher known by liis works,

who, in utter despair of making anything of such material, over-

slaughs the dull pupil by sheer neglect. And such teacher is tempted
to rest satisfied with medium work from the boy of fair abilities;

while the bright boy is crammed to a glut, to be brought out on

conspicuous occasions. But the true teacher, with a fine instinct,

gauges the mental possibilities of his school, then fixes his standard,

towards which he makes the average pupil to advance, and the slow

is watchfully stimulated to follow closel}', while the precocious and
fast is healthily curbed, and assigned, but not too prominently, a

graceful and emulative lead. Now, for such teaching, mere natural

tact and scholarship may not suffice. • It is founded on the knowl-

edge of the mind in its plastic stage. Speaking pedagogically, it

is applied science ; but it is seldom found, except in the trained

teacher. And not until such shall command the preference among
school officers, and be in the preponderance in the schools, will our

noble system yield its best results in producing an even-sided or

well-rounded education. Then may we hope that every school will

be found fitting the children of the State to conserve her best inter-

ests, as wise workers in the busy hive of human life, with its diverse

industries and complex social relations ; for, whatever may be the

obligations which the teeming future shall impose upon its citizens,

is it not patent to all that a wholesome intelligence must be the

basis of this fulfillment '.



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL RP:P0RT. 89

MORRIS COUNTY.

Lewis W. Thurrer, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar^ State Superintendent

:

I hereby respectfully submit the report of the schools of Morris
county for the year ending August 31st, 1^77.
An inspection of the statistical record, herewith appended, shows

that our school census is 32 less than reported last year. Consider-
ing that we have a large floating population, varying with the iron
interests here represented, these figures are very ^ratifying, and
are larger than anticipated. In the number of children enrolled on
our school registers, we are able to show a gain of 60. The aver-
age number of months that the schools have been kept open is 9.4,

against 9,3 reported for last year. We have reduced the number
of non-attendants 97 over last year's report. Although this may
seem a small advance, and scai-cely noceworthy, yet it is a (/ain^

and in the right direction—indicating a growing and healthy senti-

ment in favor of our common school system.
In the valuation of school property, our figures make a loss of

$12,650. This, however, is owing to the general shrinkage of val-

ues, and not from any actual deterioration. On the contrary, there
have been voted for building and repairing school-houses, $13,124.-
94. This goes to' show that in these times, when taxation seems so

burdensome, our people are willing to make sacrifices in order to

provide suitable school accommodations for their children. The
whole year has been characterized by close economy, yet the above
is an evident indication that we aro ready to meet any real require-

ment or necessity that may confront us.

The average price paid for teachers' monthly salaries shows a
reduction of $2.48 for males, and §1.64 for females. "While our
teachers have never received the full compensation that should
belong to them, they have, as a whole, "accepted the situation,"

without any threatened strike on account of this curtailment. A
few, however, have gone to more lucrative positions. Regretting
their loss, we feel that the laborer is still " worthy of his hire," and
wish them renewed prosperity in their new fields of labor.

I am able to repoi't two new school-houses as having been erected
during the past year. District No. ^6 has built a neat, substantial

building on the old site, and No. 19 has shown its liberality by an
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edifice that is both ornamental and convenient. This reduces the

number of "v. p.'s" to one. From the assurances received from
No. 72, it is safe to predict a clean record, in this respect, for

another year.

The number of visits to schools required by law has been made.

In some instances I have found a few schools closed. But one

change in boundaries has been attempted, and here it seemed an

injustice to withhold ray consent, as some four miles of daily travel

would be saved to fifteen children.

Of the teachers' work, during the past year, I can speak with

peculiar pride and satisfaction. Results are truthful reporters, and

in their presence we cannot withhold the meed of praise due our

faithful instructors. In my official visits to schools, I have had

many occasions to examine classes with a view of testing the thor-

oughness of the labor accomplished in the school room. In many
instances the entire work of the term has been- reviewed, and.

usually, the pupils have acquitted themselves with credit—thus

reflecting the fidelity of the teacher. These latter have shown
themselves wise students, anxious to have their work tested, and

willing to receive needed suggestions. Teachable instructors make
teachable pupils, and Morris county is fortunate in securing such

for her schools. The Teachers' Associations, here organized, have

been productive of excellent results. In the midst of the great

conflict with Ignorance, it is Avell for our generals to meet in occa-

sional councils of war, to recount the victories won, aud gather

fresh courage for coming battles; and, during the past year, they

have wisely taken advantage of these means of improvement.

There are teachers and teachers—some who, in their quiet spheres,

are potent inspirations to their co-laborers ; others, of whom it is

the kindest charity to say nothing. This latter class, however, is

growing " beautifully less," and we hope, in the nol distant future,

to see them

" Fold their tents like the Arabs,

And as silently steal away,"

nevermore to " infest " the "dawning day" of progress. '-'- Po,x

vobisrum!^'' whispers the relieved school official, as he wakes to

find them departed.

The Annual Institute, held in April last, was replete with inter-

est and enthusiasm, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather.

The exercises were of the most practicable ciiaracter, and designed

to meet the wants of the teachers. Of its success, in this respect,

there exists no just cause for complaint.

The County Examiners have met at the times required by law,

and have examined the qualifications of 309 candidates for certifi-

cates. I have issued 1 first, 9 second, and 119 third grade licenses;
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51 applicants, tailing to receive the requisite number of credit

marks, were rejected.

In regard to the " permits," frequently solicited, I have but one

opinion—unqualified disapproval. Although officials, like corpora-

tions, are supposed to be devoid of souls, yet the patience with,

which we listen to the pathetic appeals of these petitioners is a

sutiicient refutation of this calumny. But strict justice to those

teachers who have qualified themselves, compels me, in all cases,,

to lefuse the modest request of these would-be educators, (?) though,

in so doing, I may oifend the supposed influential friend who may
join the applicant in his intercessions. Every one of this class, thati

raay be placed in possession of a school, defrauds some competent
instructor of the |)osition—thus I'obbing the children of a teacher

clearly provided for by the State Board of Education. Yet your

County Superintendent is often petitioned to lend himself to this

fraud.

And what shall I say more I It is impossible to sum up, in a

few sentences, the events of a year. We can speak of surface mat-

ters, but the thousand daily defeats that preluded the hard-won
triumphs—these it is not our province to describe. There is cause

for joy and cause for regret
;
yet I give, as the result of another

year's experience, that the past year has been one of real progress

and prosperity.

OCEAN COUNTY.

E. M. LoNAN, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent:

Again, In obedience to law, I have the honor to make the follow-

ing report

:

Some annoyance has been experienced from the failure of teachers

to send me 'their annual report, and when teachers are changed

during the year (a frequent occurrence), 1 find it almost impossible

to get a proper report.

Again, the blank for that purpose, is invariably missing. Why
not have it fast in the register and let the teacher cut it out, and

forward at the expiration of the school year?
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Our examinations have been regularly lield and well attended.

AVe have issued during the year, 97 certificates. 7 first grade ;
13

second grade ; and 77 third grade. During the year, 30 applicants

were rejected. You will see that we have a surplus of teachers

holding third grade certificates, all clamoring for places. Why not

have a law passed that teachers holding third grade certificates for

the space of three years, should obtain a higher grade or leave the

corps ? Teachers who are able to secure a third grade certificate

with proper diligence, ought to aspire to a higher grade, bringing

honor to themselves and credit to the county.

Hard times drove lots of people into teaching for a living, per-

fectly satisfied in securing a third grade, while teachers holding a

high grade, are without positions.

My former examiner, S. E.. Queen, leaves the Principalship of the

Toms River Graded School, to pursue theological studies. His place

will be filled by Geo. A. Shepard, who will also act as examiner.

So far I have been vury fortunate in securing the services of able

men, who perform -the delicate duties of their office without fear or

favor.

I mentioned in my last, that the beautiful village of West Creek
bad decided to build a school-house, (much needed), and am sorry to

say the enterprise " hangs fire." I presume they are like Micawber,
" waiting for something to turn up." Preparations are now being

made to build a new school-house at Silverton, (Kettle Creek Dis-

trict), in Dover township. As a general thing, our schools are in

pretty good order. We have only six schools marked very poor,

while some will compare favorably with the best.

Our institute was held in April, during county week, giving trus-

tees an opportunity to attend, and a fine chance to bring along the

teachers. A number of our teachers have to drive 25 miles to reach

our county seat and attend our institute, so you will see how very

essential it is to have good talent to instruct and entertain them.
Prof. Apgar and my tViend Dr. Lockwood assisted us, while Miss

Swayze exerted herself as usual, and delighted the audience. We
have, also, plenty of native talent. An admirable essay by Geo, A.

Shepard was listened to witii great pleasure and greatly apprecia-

ted.

As received, I send you the different teachers' reports. ^011 will

see a great want of regularity in the account of my visitations. In

some reports you will see where I have made eight visitations to

some schools during the year, while in several, I am not credited

with a single visit.

In conclusion, I return my sincere thanks to the Freeholders for

the use of their magnificent court-house, and last, not least, to our

very efficient State Superinteiident, for very valuable aid and advice

cheerfuUv sciven and often called for.
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PASSAIC COUNTY.

J. C. Ckuikshank, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgai\ State Superintendent

:

Custom has decided the schools shall open in September. The
school-room is purified, desks are dusted, books taken in hand, and
children are in the active preparation for the business of life. The
primaries lisp ABC; lads and misses pore over grammars, arith-

metics, lexicons and hunt up dates of events occurring in the dawn
of written histor3^ Teachers avoid the mistake, sketching, skim-
ming over work, and also the other, the opposite, cramming.
The year just closed has been one of progress, great interest mani-

fested, intellectual training, moral and social improvement. A
Teachers' County Association has been formed, to meet quarterly,
to discuss plans, to hear suggestions, to have a uniformity of thought
and action, to better understand duties, and be taught, by senior
experience, how to correct errors. The school teacher shapes
American education ; it begins with the cradle and terminates with
death ; has only a limited time to win the blessings of an educated
mind. The teacher possesses the educational influence to affect

body and mind, youth and age, individuals and communities. In-

structive instrumentality understands its legitimate work, and
altliough it meets with diversities, toils for harmony and directs to

efforts of intelligence and virtue. The disposition of the teacher

—

uniform, sympathetic, all courtesy and urbanity—is a weight of in-

fluence on patron and scholar.

The schools are supplied with teachers who possess brain and
muscle, and toil earnestly to maintain the confidence of the children
whom they instruct and govern, and of patrons who place them in

charge. The county is, for the time, released of incompetency, du-
plicity, (valueless teacliers) who have been a waste of means, and
failures ; who kept school, but did not teach. It is profound enjoy-
ment to enter the school-room and find a teacher worthy of the name,
alive to his work, cheerful and the school in harmony. Here are no
ill-favored reports to mar—to damage usefulness within and in-

fluences without.

The institute was held in the city of Paterson, in October, 1876,
and was favored with a good attendance. State Superintentent,
Apgar, Secretary Northrop, of the State Board of Education, Con-
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necticnt ; Prof. Hasbroiick, of the New Jersey State Normal School,
Trenton ; Miss, Swayze, and other distinguished speakers and educa-

tors contributed to its success. The members of the Board of Educa-
tion were in attendance during the sessions, and with the teachers,

served up a free collation, at the close, to the members of the insti-

tute—Hamilton House. It is also to be noted that the Rev. Dr. J,

M. Howe, member of the State Board, was in daily attendance,

opened the institute with prayer, and was an attentive observer of

the efficiency and usefulness thereof.

Two school-houses have been built during tiie year, and one re-

modeled, and one now building in Passaic City. The school-houses

in Acquackanouk township are good and substantial buildings

—

new. The Clifton house. No. 3, is an ornament to the place, and
reflects honor on the Educational Board. The same may be said

of the school-houses in the townships of Little Falls and Wayne.
But Manchester township has only two good, substantial school-

houses out of live ; Pompton only one out of six ; West Milford two
out of eleven. The average has been two new school-houses per
year for ten years. Should not the school-house be the representa-

tive of intellectual and social progress ? Should they not be
properly cared for and embellished!'

Tiie register enrollment has been 11,661, against 10,532: the

number attending no school •i,>>22, against 6,763 last year. The
increase on the rolls 1,120, and the decrease on the absentees 1,031.

The attendance on private schools has also increased 515. The
county has seating accommodations for 14,904 ; has 38 male, 118
female (156) teachers. The number of school-houses, 51, and school

departments, 155—gratifying facts—evidence of progress.

Quarterly examinations have been heid, at which one first grade
certificate has been granted ; also, three second grade, and thirty-

five third grade certificates. Some failed. Advanced scholars are

invited to attend the examinations, and secure third grade certifi-

cates, not for the purpose of teaching, but to bring the influence of

the State system of education into everv school district, however
remote, to enlist an influence and interest on the part of patrons and
children, and give encouragement to the teacher. By this, make
lessons and marks family topics of conversation—the home to help
the school. Mad ignorance has beeu on a rampage, destroying alike

property and life. The State estimate is §180,000. Had the de-

stroyers been properly educated, their common sense would have
compelled to preserve, and not destroy. -That sum would have
founded schools of art, or design, in all large cities, in which they
would be better instructed.

I tender my acknowledgments to the teachers who have so cheer-

fully extended their friendship, and assisted in the responsible duties

of my office.
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SALEM COUNTY.

WiiLiAM H. Reed, Superintendent,

To E.A. Ajp[iai\ State Swperintendent

:

The following is subiriitted as a report concerning the public
schools of Salem connty, for the year just closed—from September
1st, 1876, to September 1st, 1877.

In the performance of duties imposed by the law, there have
been over 200 trustees engaged. There have been 100 teachers
employed in the schools.

There has been apportioned the county, from the State, $31,-
117. 3!i, and there has been distributed during the j'^ear, of interest
of surplus revenue, $2,630.22. In addition, there was raised by
district tax, $6,863. The total for school purposes, for the year
just closed, was $40,280.39, which included money raised for build-
ing, purchasing, hiring and repairing.

The number of children in the countv to share the benefits was
7,209.

It appears the schools have been kept open, in the county, an av-
erage of 9.6 mouths.
The school officers, in making their financial and other reports,

have, generally been accurate and prompt. The township collec-

tors deserve mention in this respect. Care and particularity con-
tinuing to be exercised, will result to the benefit of the body for
which the officer acts, and contribute to the successful working of
the school S3^stem.

How, with diminished school funds, to maintain efficiency in the
teaching force of the schools, is a concern of citizens of the larger
districts. It is in this class of districts the question is to be settled.

Thus far, it has been done by a reduction of salaries, and also by
raising district tax. By the latter coui'se, if the importance of the
subject were realized, the difficulty would be met. But, even with
a laudable desire to save expense, there is apprehension lest, in

cases where the tax is needed, it may not be raised, and thus the
schools fail to be of that benefit to the community they might be.

As for reduction of teachers' pay, the question occurs, has not this

been done to an extent beyond which it is not well to go ? If the
teacher, as a worker in community, is needed, due appreciation of
his services should be shown. There is little doubt that an abate-
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ment in the pay of teachers iniglit be conthined, until it reached
the niininiiim compensation of one liaving the care of animals of a

lower order, but this, of course, would be considered carrying the

matter further than would be warranted. All agi'ee that as a class,

teachers are an indispensable aid to parents, guardians and friends,

in the ti-aining and education of youth. Although physical em-
ployment, duly systematized, and suited to the age and capacity of

the young, is of great importance, it will not, alone, do all that is

needful, and to say the least, there is necessity for school training

and instruction, as a complement to the other. This necessity ad-

mitted, knowledge and skill are in demand. These can only be
commanded by a remuneration at par with that of other employ-
ments, requiring similar talents and acquirements.

As a plan by which money might be saved to the larger districts,

it has been suggested that less than $350 might be apportioned to

a number of the $850 class; that M-here the attendance is very
small, a less amount of money would suffice to maintain the

school.

An informal mode of deciding important questions, by trustees,

prevails to a considerable extent. It is one that may lead to diffi

culty. It consists in members of the board, giving au individual

consent, without a joint consideration of the subject. A question

to be settled— it may be the choice of a teacher—one of the

trustees is consulted at his place of business ; in like manner
a second; the opinions of the two agree. It is then concluded

that the consent of the majority has been obtained, and that

it is not required to consult the third trustee. Action is accordingly

taken, and dissatisfaction occurs. This course is considered not only

to lack in courtes}^ to the third trustee, Init, in a legal view, to be
defective. It is individual action that has been obtained, and that

limited, and not the action of the board ; such as is contemplated

by the law. The three persons selected as trustees of school inter-

ests are constituted by law a " board," and it is as such they are,

jointly or collectively, to consider, and, after consideration, to decide.

It is conceivable that a course of action agreed upon by two
trustees, without the presence of the third, might be so affected by
the presence and opinion of the third, as to be entirely changed.

The best judgment of the three trustees is not secured to the district

without joint action.

Teachers, as a class, feel the effect of decreased funds in a reduc-

tion of pay. This, however, is mainly in the most populous
districts. In five of the large districts outside Salem City there has

been a reduction of pay to the principal teachers of an average of

seventeen per cent, of the salaries paid last year. The school

money received from the State by the county this year is something

over hve per cent, less than last year; and the actual per capita

- funds for each of the large districts are six per cent. less. The
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trustees of a number of the districts drawing $350, have, in order
to secure the services of teacliers of decided usefulness, consented
to pay to the utmost of their means, and to do this, they propose the

most economical management of the incidental expenses.

The institute for Salem county was held at Woodstown Novem-
ber 'JOth and 30th. and December 1st, 1876. There were present,

as instructors, E. A, Apgar, State Superintendent ; Professor A. C.
Apgar, of the Normal School; B. G. Northrop, State Superinten-
dent of Connecticut, and Professor Holbrook, Principal of Yine-
land High School. The work of these gentlemen, in presenting
standards of teaching, and the importance of the sul)jects discussed,

was well appreciated. Teachers expressed themselves as well
pleased and benefited. Quite a number of citizens were present
at the sessions of the institute. The evening lectures—the former
by Superintendent Apgar, on " Education at the Centennial," the
latter by Superintendent Northrop, on "The New Era in Japan,"
were well attended, and regarded as highly instructive.

Two schoobhouses were spoken of in my last report as having
been ordered built, and money voted for their erection. One of
these has been built, and is a convenient, comfortable and neat
house. A new site was purchased—an acre of ground, elevated and
airy—so situated as to accommodate a larger portion of the district

than did the former house.

The improvement is highly regarded by the people of the district.

They view it as a possession long needed and desired, and one that,

under intelligent management, will prove an t-nduring benefit.

This is in Washington District, No. 35, Upper AUoways Creek
township.

The building ordered in the other district has not yet been con-
structed. One for the colored children of the district, since ordered,
is, however, now being put up, and the people at large in the
district, realizing the necessity of greater conveniences and comforts
in the way of school accommodations for their children, will see to

it that they are secured at an early period.

It is observed that with all the judgment exercised in building
school-houses they are barely large enough. The remark is made
that " if the house had only been a few feet longer, and a few feet

wider, how much better it would have been." "There seems to be
no place for the stove, not enough room to form classes." Ample
side, front and rear space, unoccupied by desks, adds incalculably
to the comfort and utility of the school-room.

As the houses now put up are, in the ordinary course of things,

to stand a number of years, it is all important that they be made
of greater capacity than the buildings displaced. In some of the
districts at the present not all the children attend school, and even
with the present school-population there is need of more room than
the old buildings contained.

7
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The examinations have been regularly held, and conducted with
the assistance of E. R. Bullock, Esq. There were thirty-one appli-

cants examined at the February term, and thirty-four in May.
Some who have completed, or are about to complete, a course of

study in the higher grade of schools in the county, avail themselves
of the privilege of presenting themselves for examination as a test

of their ability.

Work done: public moneys apportioned, and a sub- apportion-

ment made
;
permanent record of the same made; tabular state

ments, by which school officers disburse funds, made and forwarded
;

orders in favor of Collectors drawn and sent; township board meet-

ings held ; also quarterly examinations, with the results made out

and forwarded ; counseling with school officers and teachers in

reference to school interests; appointment of trustees ; distribution

of school documents and blaid^s for reports by Clerks and Collectors

;

procuring returnt^, examining and reporting same ; the making out
of yearly reports for the cunty, &c.

The Township Boards of Trustees have been met twice during
the year, with the exception of that in which I reside—this was
met but once. Four of the schools of the county were visited three

times, forty of them twice, and all of them once but three ; of the

latter, one was closed on visiting; another at time set to visit; the

third was not reached.

It is proper to say, in reference to teachers making out reports at

the end of the year, that they cannot exercise too much care. The
report for the county, yearly, concerning attendance, in its several

items, depends upon the accuracy of the register-records, and the

final report submitted by the teacher. It should be remembered,
also, that the teacher's yearly report is to be forwarded to the

Superintendent and not to the Clerk.

In conclusion. We believe the people generally feel a real inter-

est in the public school system, and are disposed to aid, by counsel

and actual eflort, in making it efficient.

SOMERSET COUNTY.

E. W. Raeick, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent:

Sir—Herewith we transmit our annual report of the condition of

public schools in Somerset county, for the school year ending Au-
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gust 31st, 1877 ; which report has been carefully and correctly

made from local returns of school officers, and from records in our
office.

An increase of $515.00 has been voted for school purposes.
" " " S-l:,275.00 " " " " teachers' salaries.

A decrease of $3,724.47 " " appropriated for repairs.

" " $9,750.00 in real estate.

" " " 107 children between 5 and 18 years of age in the

county.

An increase of 137 enrolled in the school registers.

" " " 126 in the average attendance.
" " " 35 attending private sciiool.

A decrease of 360 attending no school.

There have been two first grade, fourteen second grade, and
sixty-one third grade certificates granted during the year, and
fifty seven applicants rejected. We can only say that under the

present system of examination it is necessary for teachers to study
as well as teach. " A word to the wise is sufficient."

The result of our school visitations during the year has been more
satisfactory. We have noted a marked improvement in almost
every school, and at the present writing we are satisfied that all are

doing well. As an impetus, we have asked the directors of the

Farmers' and Manufacturers' Association of Somerset county, to

offer premiums for school work. The Hon. R. H. Veghte, a mem-
ber of the State Board of Education, being President of said asso-

ciation, <tf course the honorable board of the association cheerfully

acquiesced. We do not expect much at the first exhibit, but trust

that another year, if the directors deem proper to continue the

offer, there will be an interesting display of school work.
The Annual Teachers' Institute was held in Somerville on 16th,

17th and 18th of May. There was a full and prompt attendance
of teachers from the opening to the closing. The exercises, as

usual, were interesting and profitable. The County Superintendent
conducted the institute, and the various exercises were conducted
by the State Su})erintendent ; Prof. B. G. Northrop, Secretary of

the State Board of Education of Connecticut ; Prof. A. C. Apgar,
of the State Normal School; Mrs. Anna Randall Deihl, of iNew
York City, and Prof. Avery, of New York State.

Two new school-houses have been completed during the year

—

one in District No. 13, and one in District No. 23 ; both are quite

tastefully furnished. A majority of the inhabitants of District No.
51 seem determined not tu give the children a comfortable building.

In Smallytown District, No. 32, we believe the inhabitants are in

favor of a new school-house, but on account of the sudden advance
in real estate, (for school purposes,) and the District Clerk not being
allowed to appropriate the unexpended balance in the hands of the

Collector, no new building has been erected, although it was pro-
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mised for 1876. Parents! the coudition of your school-honse and
surroundings has a great deal to do with cultivating a taste for

order and cleanliness in the habits of your children. We report,

also, 4r school-houses as medium, 28 good, and 38 very good ; this

is much better than our last year's report of the condition of school

buildings. All of which we respectfully submit.

SUSSEX COUNTY.

L. Hill, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent:

My report for the school year ending August 31st, 1877, is here-

with presented.

Our school census continues to decline. We have gained, over
the report of last year, in the average time that the schools have
been kept open, in the number of pupils enrolled, and in the aver-

age attendance, with a consequent reduction in the number reported

as attending no school. The average salaries of male teachers are

slightly increased, while there is a material decrease in those of

females. In some cases, the inevitable result of contraction has

been to reduce the teachers' salaries ; but in others, the people have
been willing to continue to pay fair wages for good work. In one
of our districts, an iron company, through the liberality of whose
President one of our colleges has been raised to rank with the first

of our country, opposed the reduction of the teachers' salary, through
their agent, who stated that they were willing to pay their just pro-

portion of taxes for the ]»romotion of education. The assessable

valuation of their property is $250,000, and more than half the total

valuation of the district. It seems anomalous, and yet it is a fact,

that the capitalists, upon whom falls the greatest burden of the sup-

port of free schools, are often their best friends, while many of our

citizens, who should receive the most direct benefit, are their worst

enemies.

We have held, during the year, some useful meetings of the

Township Boards of Trustees, at which the Collectors of the several

townships were requested to be present, for the purpose of compar-
ing their accounts with those of the District Clerks. All but two
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of the Collectors thus notified gladly availed themselves of the op-
portunity thus to make personal adjustments of their balance • Ol
those failing to appear, one was a defaulter, and the other failed to

receive notice in time. Up to the present time, a number of the

collectors have failed to send in their reports as required by law;
and the statements received in some cases failed to agree with those

of the District Clerks. These apparent or real discrepancies can
best be adjusted at a personal meeting, and I shall, as heretofore,

invite the collectors to attend our meetings of Township Boards.
No more township money has been asked for than was actually

needed to maintain our schools according to the 77th section of the
school law, and there has been but little opposition to raising it.

A few people, residing in districts receiving the most benefit from
the $350 clause of the law, complain somewhat of the manner of

apportioning the township money, but are generally satisfied, upon
explanation, of the justice of a law which asks them to return favors
for favors received. All our townships, excepting Wallpack, Hamp-
ton, and Lafayette, have voted to raise tlie necessary township
funds. At a time like the present, when taxation has become some-
what onerous and unpopular, we feel considerable pride in this

action of our people.

During the year, a new school-house has been completed in each of
the following districts : North Church, No. 60 ; Longwell, No. 72

;

and Lewisburg, No. 96. All of them are neat and suitable strutures.

The Trustees of Lewisburg have erected an excellent building,
at a very moderate expense. It is 22x34 feet, with high ceiling,

neatly finished and painted, and furnished with modern seating, at

an expense of about $550. The people of the district will have no
need of an investigating committee to ferret out a ring. One
feature in the construction of this building is here stated for the
consideration of school officers who contemplate building new
school-houses. The building consists of a frame, put up and weather-
boarded in the usual manner; it is then sheatlied on the inside,

and furred out with ordinary ceiling lath, upon which the lath for

plastering are nailed. This leaves a narrow space between the
sheathing and lath, which is filled by the clinches of the mortar;
thus not only protecting the room from the cold, but forming a solid

wall—a very desirable object in rooms exposed to the impetuous
assaults of youth.
One district has been taken up, during the year, reducing the

number of districts' to 107.

Two District Clerks, after special notice, according to the direc-

tions of your circular, have failed to report, and their census has
been reduced.
The Teachers' District Conventions, established last year, have

not received the encouragement that their usefulness demands.
The most successful teachers are those who avail themselves of the
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means placed within their reach of increasing their knowledge of

the profession ; and such as refuse to attend the Annual Institute,

and all other meetings provided for their advancement, deserve but

little sympathy for their failure in the school-room or at the exami-

nations.

Our Annual Institute, held in May last, vras a decided success.

The exercises, under the direction of State Superintendent Apgar,
who was assisted by a corps of able educators, were both entertain-

ing and useful. The meetings were attended by nearly all the

teachers of the county actually engaged in teaching, besides many
others out of positions, and by numerous citizens interested in the

cause of public instruction. Resolutions were passed, thanking the

Trustees of Newton District for the use of the school building,

and the distinguished speakers and visitors for their attendance and
services.

UNION COUNTY.

N. W. Pease, Superintendent.

To E. A. Ap(ja/\ State Superintendent :

Herewith please find the statistical report of this county for the

year now closing. The tabulation has been carefully prepared from
the reports of school officers ; and, to those who thoughtfully study

them, they furnish a condensed history of the year's work, replete

with interest and holding lessons full of meaning for all who will

seek. This is the ninth compilation it has been my duty to make
;

and, it affords me rare pleasure to commend those faithful men wha
have steadily and successfully striven from year to year, to perfect

their reports so as to lighten the labor of tlie compiler, and who
have so promptly forwarded them to me. Not an error can be found
in the entire budget, submitted this year. Such zeal and ability

command respect, and are prophetic of good results near at hand.

The work of the year has been directed mainly to the accomplish-

ment of three purposes. Other matters have, however, received

their share of attention. The aim has been to improve the attend-

ance, to secure, as far as practicable, a uniform course of study, and
to render methods of discipline, management and instruction, as

nearly identical as possible. These three objects being attained.
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onr schools must ])rospei- more than ever, and really accomplisli
what was designed in their organization. Under such conditions,

pupils leaving one school and entering another, will suffer no loss.

Means, methods, and managetnent being the sasne, each student re*-

suuies his work on the first day after the change without embarass-
ment ; lie is at home at once, and feels the bond of fraternity. Too
often, we fear, pupils, on entering a new school, feel they are among
strangers, and find the duties and requirements so diff'erent from
those to which they have been accustouied, it is a long time ere they
become interested in their studies— perhaps, never, A discouraged,
disgusted pupil, seldom regains his former zeal and ambition. An
increased average attendance of nearly 30o proves our efforts not
in vain. There is also a large increase of those attending ten months
or more, and of those attending eight months, but less than ten.

Indeed, results are so gratifying, teachers are encouraged to make
still greater eti'orts during the coming scholastic year.

To secure a strictly uniform cour-e of study is very difficult, be-

cause of the large number of ungraded schools in which classifica-

tion is well-nigh impossible. Still, much has been done in this

'

direction. The number of classes and recitations has been greatly
reduced, and the time of the teacher more usefully employed. Much
more attention will be given to this matter until a nearer approxima-
tion to a perfect standard is reached.

Uniformity in methods of discipline and instruction can readily

be secured, if teachers faithfully use all the means of improvement
within their reach. It is safe to say, in many schools, much progress
has been made the past year, and the reason it has not been u)iiver-

sal is because a few seem to think there is nothing new to learn.

Generally, however, teachers fully appreciate the value and import-
ance of seeking information for themselves and each other in every
possible way.

In visiting schools we find pupils are usually happy in their school
life, and interested in their studies. When this is not the case, we
know the reason.

The attendance upon private schools has decreased more than one
hundred, while the number attending no school has increased nearly
eight hundred. Were it otherwise our school accommodations
would be more palpably insufficient. The number of seats in all the
schools of the county is a trifle less than seven thousand three hun-
dred, which would accommodate but little more than one-half of
the children of school age.

Teachers have performed their duties with fidelity. In addition
to the usual scope of school dnty, written examinations were held
in many of the schools, and nearly four thousand papers, the work
of pupils, forwarded to the International Exhibition. In classes

where these examinations were held, the work of every pupil was
sent, however crude and imperfect it was, the aim being to produce
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honest, every-day class work. The time allowed for those exarai-

nations was brief, and the pupils were urged to work rapidly. The
extra labor thus imposed was cheerfully performed by teachers and
pupils.

'ihe salaries of teachers, with a few exceptions, remain the same
as previous years. A few districts, however, from necessity or

under the plea of economy, have reduced them. Prominent
among these, is No. 4, S. Roselle, where a reduction of $4G0 per
year in Principal's salar}^ alone, is reported. This movement,
though perhaps popular now, will ere long receive the condemna-
tion it merits. Economy in the wrong direction can only result in

harm. A few cents less on the tax of each property holder, saved
at the expense of the already poorly-paid instructor, will never
benefit either the taxpayer or the would-be economist. The
amount is so small in detail, it would scarcely be noticed. Yet, for

various reasons, the changes are rung on the word economy ; the

few cents on each tax saved, and the schools made to suffer. The
otlier districts in which salaries have been reduced are, No. 1, Lin-

den, and No. 15, Locust Grove. In contrast with this mistaken

economy, it is peculiarly gratifying to note that No. 9, Cranford

;

No. 14, Scotch Plains ; No. 28, Lyons Farms, and No. 29, Salem, have
increased salaries.

During the year, there were only three changes of teachers
;

during the year 1875-6, not one. Li No. 18, about the 1st of Oc-
tober, a needless trouble arose, which at one time threatened great

harm to the school and the educational interests of the district ; but
the prompt, discrete action of the teacher, and the forbearance of

the true friends of education prevented it. In No. 11, Willow
Grove, and No. 20, E. Summit, the teachers resigned, and their

places were supplied.

It is a matter for regret that, in three townships, teachers were
not promptly paid. The Collectors, failing to keep a separate

account with each district, and taxes being in some instances un-

collected, funds were not available to meet teaciiers' orders when
presented. This will not occur again. In Summit township, it is

just to say, the whole trouble was caused by a former Collector.

The school building in No. 25, North Roselle, was completed,

and the school opened in it in the month of February. A new
school-house has recently been commenced at Summit, and will

probably be ready for use in March, 1878. The repairs and refur-

nishing in Nos. (! and 15 have been completed. In No. 21, money
has been raised and the contract awarded for repairing and refur-

nishing. Probably the work will be done next month.

While all the schools have been well managed, a few are deserv-

ing of special mention. No. 2, East Linden, has a small, ungraded
school, taught by Warren H. Lamson. The enligiitened liberality

of the people and the trustees, and the ability of the teacher, have
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rendered it one of the best, of its class, in the county. Three other
similar schools are deserving of equal praise—No. 6, taught by M.
Ella Tappan ; No. 17, taught by Lizzie J. Conklin, and No. 23,
taught by Mr. J. G. Brown. The schools in Nos. 14, Scotch Plains;

18, New Providence; 22, Springfield ; 25, N. Roselle ; 28, Lyons
Farms; and 29, Salem, are of a higher grade, and merit praise.

The most perfectly graded are those of No. 4, S. Roselle; 9, Cran-
ford, and 10, Westfield—all of which are worthy of the commenda-
tions so freely bestowed upon them.
The school at Scotch Plains has been eminently prosperous. In

addition to the other liberal means for its support, the trustees have
purchased largely of chemical and philosophical apparatus, which
the Principal, Mr. S. S. Day, has the ability to use with great bene-
fit to his pupils.

Mr. H. E. Harris, who has been Principal of the school at West-
field for seven years, has resigned, and taken charge of the school
at North Piaintield. While we are sorry to lose such an able and
efficient instructor, we feel, in part at least, compensated by the
appointment of Mr. S. M. Blazier as his successor. We have to

record the loss of still another experienced teacher, Mr. H. M.
Spaulding, of this city, who has resigned his position at South Ro-
selle, to take charge of a school at Hackensack.

Several school libraries have been established, though in a few
instances districts have not yet taken advantage of the inducements
offered by the State. The amount expended for books thus far is

about $810. and the number of volumes purchased, in the aggre-
gate, amounts to nearly 900. An attempt will be made at once to

establish libraries in the remaining districts.

The manner in which text books are supplied to pupils is very
unsatisfactory, and is attended with great annoyance and loss of

time. Parents, in too many instances, either neglect or are un-
willing to purchase needed books ; and, in many instances, when
teachers supply them, the bills remain unpaid. The remedy is

simple, cheap and expedient. The trustees should be supplied with y^
funds with which to purchase everything needed in the schools, and
furnish it to the pupils. The additional expense would be so slight

as to be scarcely felt by each tax-payer. This plan will be urged
upon the attention of the people at the proper time ; it is already
regarded with favor in some districts. Were a general law enacted
requiring it, all difficulty would be at an end.

Forty-six visits have been made upon the schools ; two more than
the law requires.

The board examined 69 applicants for teachers' certificates. 58
certificates were issued; 4 first grade; 17 second grade, and 37
third grade. 11 candidates failed to reach the required standard.

Messrs. B. Holmes, of Elizabeth, and S. M. Blazier, of Westfield,

are the County Examiners.
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The census lists show an increase of 176 children, of school age,

in the county. The enrollment in the public schools was nearly 400
less than in the previous year, yet there is an increased average at-

tendance of over six per cent.

The finances are in a sound condition ; no township failing to

show a balance in favor of the school districts, after paying all the

bills for the year. The most unsatisfactory exhibit is that made for

S. Roselle. The total balances for the county amount to nearly

$5,000.

The provision of funds for next year is ample, save in two dis-

tricts. Nos. 11 and 15. Most of the districts ordered special taxes

raised.

Thus have we briefly stated some of the objects sought to be at-

tained, and hastily traced in outline the work of the year. In sum-
ming up and comparing results, while we regret that more has

not been accomplished, we can but see the balance is on the right

side. Progress has been made, and much praise is due faithful

teachers and trustees, whose untiring labors have brought the year's

work to such near perfection.

In conclusion, the Superintendent returns grateful acknowledg-
ments for the uniform kindness and courtesy everywhere tendered

him.

WARREN COUNTY.

J. S. Smith, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

After an interval of nearly six years, on September 18th, 1876, I

again assumed the duties of this office. I now have the honor of

submitting my report, according to law.

I have been highly gratified to observe the great and marked
changes which have taken place, within the above-named period,

with respect to the public schools in this county. These relate,

principally, to the large number of new school buildings erected,

the improved character of tl)e teaching and discipline, the less fre-

quent changes of teachers, the harmonious workings of the School

Law, the more liberal support given by the people to their schools,

and the increased interest manifested in their welfare generally.
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The present School Law, which was yet in its infancy six years

ago, has now become "a tixed tact." It has trininphantly vindica-

ted the wisdom of its projectors, and demonstrated its entire adapta-

tion to the wants of tiie people of the State, The great and
beneficent results that have attended its operations furnish a com- /
plete answer to any criticisms that may be hurled against it. No
sane person, it would seem, under this state of facts, would ask for

its repeal, and demand that we go back to the crude and inefficient

old law of J 846. If there should be any such, it is sufficient to say

that any attempts to put in practice such a suggestion would prove
miserably Quixotic.

A careful study of the statistics, embraced in th'^ accompanying
report, affords much interesting and valuable information.

FINANCES.

The amount of the State Appropriation is $2,342.28 less than last

year. The amount of Township Tax is $1,206.50 more than last

year; four townships raised school money against th/'ee last year

—

the same voting it this year as then, with the addition of Oxford.

The amount of district tax is ^9,160.28 less than last year. Twenty-
one districts raised district taxes, principally to pay teachers' sala-

ries. Every one of the six districts in Mansfield township raised a

tax for this purpose. In Hardwick, Pahaquarry and Hope, na
township or district tax was raised. Last spring an effort waa
made to raise the usual amount of money, by tax, in Hope district^

in the latter township, but failed by a few votes, owing to supine-

ness on the part of a few of the friends of public schools. The
result has shown the latter the necessity of constant vigilance, and
I think it sale to predict that they will not be found '^ napping "

again.

It gives me pleasure, however, in this connection, to state the

fact—as showing the high esteem in which the excellent teacher,

Mr. E. P, S. Hine, is held, and the value placed upon his services

—that immediately afterwards the sum of $100 was raised, by sub-

scription from all classes, for the purpose of taking the place of the

district tax, which was defeated as I have stated.

The total amount received for all school purposes is $10,296.21
less than reported last year.

The balances to the credit of the districts amount to the consid-

erable sum of $4,170,20.

A few districts have unlawfully exceeded their appropriations.
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SCHOOL HOUSES.

But one new house has been built during the year, viz., in Dis-

trict No. 40—Pace's. It is a good, substantial brick structure, with

a belfry, and is entirely adequate to the wants of the district.

The new Pequest furnace is located in this district. Its mana-
gers at first greatly encouragea the building of the house, but they
have lately shown a different spirit in evading the payment of their

just share of the tax, upon technical grounds entirely.

I may also say that this is the district in which the Poor House
Farm is located, and although there is always a greater or less num-
ber of pauper children there, yet there is no public provision made
for their education. The School Law specially prohibits their being
enrolled in the census of the district. The State and county cannot

afford to permit these unfortunates to grow up in ignorance and
vice, and become permanent paupers, and probably criminals.

Surely here is a field for the philantliropist to enter.

No school-house has been remodeled within the year, but ordi-

nary necessary annual repairs Jiave been made.
The partial failure of the crops for the past two years in this

county, which is very largely interested in agriculture, together

with the general stringency of the times, has had the efiect to

repress any endeavors to build, enlarge or furnish school-houses.

As business prospects now seem to be growing brighter, I think I

am safe in the calculation that two or three new houses will be
erected the coming 3'ear.

I have carefully classified the school buildings according to the

directions given, and made the following summary :

Very good . 25
Good 28
Medium 23
Poor 14
Very poor 2

Total 92

An effort was made last spring in one of the districts having
*' very poor " houses, to build a new one, but was unsuccessful for

the lack of one vote. The opening of the Blairstown Railway,

which runs within two miles of this dictrict, (Hardwick Centre, No.

78,) must soon so enlarge and liberalize the ideas of the people in

respect to educational matters, that they will not be conteut to rest

quiet under the disgrace of having one of the two very poorest

€chool-houses in the county.
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

The facts reported with reference to this matter are not of the

most encouraging nature, and yet I think it probable that tliis

county makes as good a record in this respect as some others.

In five towns and townships, the schools were kept open ten

months on the average ; in one township but eight months.
The whole number enrolled was 8,611, with an average daily

attendance of 4,478, or 52 per cent.

The number attending ten months was 204, of which number
only 35 were outside of the boroughs.

The number attending less than four months was 3,562, or 41 per
cent, of the enrollment.

Irregular attendance, together with non-attendance, is the crying
evil of our public schools. The compulsory school law is a dead
letter, there not being a public sentiment to demand its enforce-

ment, especially in the rural districts

The difficulty is not only with those children who never enter the

school at all, but also with those whose names are enrolled, but
whose attendance is so spasmodic, that they are not much benefited,

and the rest of the school actually suffers by them. Teachers may
do much to prevent this by making their schools attractive, and not

simply performing Their duties in a perfunctory manner. I fear

that some teachers manifest but very little interest whether their

pupils attend regularly or not ; at least, that they do not study very
hard to prevent it. Parents, of all others, however, are most to be
blamed in this matter, when for the most trivial causes, or no cause
at all, they allow their children to absent themselves from school,

and thus deprive themselves of their birthright to a good common
school education.

EXAMINATIONS.

These have been held at the times appointed, and conducted with

the precision required by law. As these examinations are calcu-

lated to ascertain the literary qualifications of the candidates only

—

in other words, scholarship—they do not, of course, furnish a com-
plete test of their professional ability and fitness as teachers. As
County Superintendent Willis, in his report for 1875, truly re-

marks: " It must be confessed that a successful examination before

an Examining Board, offers but slender evidence of teaching capac-

ity, and adaptability to school room work."'

We find that there is a certain per centage of the applicants who
pass the examinations, that lack qualifications just as essential to

make good teachers, as a knowledge of the branches to be taught

;

and hence it is that intelligent trustees do not rely very much upon
the certificate that a teacher holds. To l)orrow a phrase from the
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politics of the day, they wish " to go behind the returns." It is

possible that if our examinations were made to be partly oi'ol^ we
could get to know more of the real qualifications of applicants for

the teacher's high and responsible station ; and in addition to this,

if there were some plan by wliich the character of the actual work
of the teacher in the school room, in the arts of governing and im-

parting instruction, could be set forth upon his certificate, more of

a distinction between good and inditferent^teachers would be estab-

lished. If, for instance, a ISuperiutendent, in visiting a school, should

be compelled, by the facts, to state on the teacher's certificate that

he was only moderately successful in maintaining order, or teach-

ing, there is hardly a district, I think, that would be willing to em-
ploy him with such a doubtful recommendation.

The whole number of certificates issued was 154, of which 10

were first grade; 'll second grade, and 117 third grade. The num-
ber of applicants rejected was 66, or thirty per cent, of the whole
number examined.

TEACHERS AND SALARIES.

A large proportion of the teachers are eminently qualified for

their work, and tn-e (loi/Kj good work. I suppose no more devoted

and earnest teachers can be found. As I have intimated, there are

some of a difterent class, who do not seem to have much success,

and whose greatest zeal is njanifest in drawing their salaries.

The number of teache s employed was 139 ; the average monthly

salary paid male teachers was $5l.7<', or §3.72 less than last year.

That'^ paid to female teachers was $32.37, or $1.23 less than last

year. The decrease in the amount received by those other than the

$350 districts, has afi'orded a pretext for some Boards of Trustees

to cut down salaries far below the slight i-eduction those districts

have sustained ; and, in some cases, this has been done where they

are actually accumulating a considerable surplus from year to year.

When there are several applicants for every school, as has been the

case within the past year, the almost inevitable consequence will

be, that trustees will take advantage of that fact, and hire the

cheapest teacher that ofiers himself. This "economy epidemic"
has, I think, however, about reached its height, and cheapness will

not be so much of a test, hereafter, as ability.

INSTITDTE.

The Annual Institute was held in May last, at Washington. The
attendance was large—128 teachers being present at one or more
of the sessions. I need not say that the most capable and progres-

sive teachers were on hand all the time. Those who put in an ap-

pearance only, we're not, of course, much benefited ; but the others
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expressed themselves as well pleased with the institute, since they
had received new ideas and a new inspiration for their work.
The instructors were, Hon. E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

;

Prof. Austin Apgar, of the State Normal School ; Hon. 'B. G.
Northrop, State Superintendent of Connecticut ; and Mrs. Anna
Randall Diehl, the renowned elocutionist. Valuable local assist-

ance was rendered by Messrs. Wm. D. Casterline, Isaiah Trufant,

Edwin F. Way, and others. Revs. I. J. Reed and S. E. Webster
delivered able and appropriate addresses.

SCHOOL VISITATION.

This work has been duly performed, and with an earnest desire

to make its influence felt upon the schools in the way of their im-
provement. There are 88 districts in the county, and I visited all

the schools twice, with the exception of eight, which happened to be
closed temporarily on the days when I was making my second round
in those sections. In every case I was cordially welcomed by the

teacher, and my suggestions were very kindly received. There are

but few schools that cannot be benefited and stimulated by intelli-

gent supervision on the part of the Superintendent. While I found
some things to criticise, there was also much to commend ; and, on

the whole, therefore, the duty of visitation was a real pleasure to

me. I hope, however, to make my services to the schools, in this

particular, more efficient and valuable in the year that is to come.
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Statistical Itc])ort^ hy Didrids, for the County of ATLANTIC^
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Stotidical Reijort, by Didrict.s, for the County of BERGEN,
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Stale of A\'w Jeracy, for the ScJiool Year endhuj Au/jiid 31, 1877.
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Stutistiord Report, by Districts, for the Connhj of BERGEN,
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State, of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

1260' 10.5
1172 10.2

5H 10.1

762 10.8.

773 10.3
598 11.2
1167 10.2
1135'10.6

866 10.2:

304 10
386 10.1
715 9.3
903 10

217O50 OOllOo 55 10.3

' No report from District

6436 439 1220 1384 1202

Clerk.
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^Stdt'hsf'tnd Th'port, l>ij Districts^ for fhr <-(>>, nf If of IWliLIMiTON,

TovvNsnri's and

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

JlirKl.lN<iT<»N.
BURLINuroN.

Union, N<i

Irick,
Mitchell,
OiiklMn.l,

FLORKNCK.
Floreni^e,
Iviiis,

Lower Mjinsiii^lil,

MANSKIICM).
(irove,
Cohinihim,
Geoit;etiivvn,
MimslieM,
Thiee Tuns,

BORDKNTOWN.
ManstieW Square,
Kielilshoro',

Bordeiitowu,

Beverly,
River,
DelaiK^o,

CINNAMINSON.
Riverside,
West Cliester,
New All).-uiy,

Riverton,
(MiuiHiiiiiiKon,

Westlield,
Brklgeboro',
Chesterville,

CHESTKR.
CliegterforU,
Chester Brick,
Moorestown,
Poplar Grove,

WILLINCSBORO'
Town House,
Rancocas,

WESTHAMPTON.
Tlmbuctoo,
Union,
Sniithville,
Ewan,

SPRINCKTELU.
Scott,
Willow Grove,
Old Spriugfleld,
Mount,
iTuliUHtovvn,
JoliBtuwn,
Spriuglield,

FINANOIAl- STATEMENT.

Sjo S.a.

J-P V. 1 coS sp"-
*'— * « — — M ^ 1> « c ^

1 $509 7A
2 35 28
3 28 35
4 20 47

B5711 23
:W5 58
317 H7
30s 65

$519 341

35 971

28 91

!

20 88!

593 44 6733 33 605 10

91 66
16 06

, 28 98

1027 80
317 .-16

324 93

93 46
16 38
29 55

136 70 1670 29

22 36
57 01
23 62
15 43
23 62

304 84
639 29
302 29
318 83
302 29

22 80
58 13
24 09

$200 00

$80 00

80 00

200 00

"50 m

142 04 1867 54

12 60
58 90

371 37

141 28
660 48

4164 26

442 87 1 4966 021

187 10
20 47,

37 48:

2098 03
308 65
420 30

245 05 2826 98

66 15
33 70
31 50!
37 48:
47 88
61 74
52 29
25 83

741 71
377 92
353 19
420 30
5:J6 86
692 27
586 31
297 83

12 85
60 06'

,

378 66

190 78
20 88
38 22

200 00

50 00
,

249 88

67 45
34 37
32 12

:i8 22
48 82
62 95
53 31
26 34

356 571 4006 39 363 58

22 051

13 54;

149 31
22 36^

305 47
151 88}

1674 17

304 84

1

22 48
13 81

152 23
22 80

85 05 953 64

10 08
31 18
24 57
14 80

113 021

349 66;

3(IH 38
32(1 10

150 00
1500 00

50 00 1650 00

$67.39 911,

466 83 ,

375 13

350 00

$80 00,

80 00

200 00
200 00
50 00

7931 87 ,

1212 92
350 00
463 46

$0 65

2026 38

.550 00
954 43 ,

40(1 00
350 00
350 00

i

85 52
61 69
5 14

450 00, 2604 43 I6-2 04

900 00
6(1 00
100 0(1

1060 00

200 00'

50 00]

150 00
1500 00

900 00
60 00

100 (10

1060 00

200 00'

216 73i

929 44
6414 29

37 40
169 77

300 00

1

200 00;

350 00

1

300 00'

200 00
350 00

3375 91
410 00

.

596 00 .

4381 91

1075 31'

445 99
416 81
496 00
933 56
1016 96
1041 91

350 00
,

207 17

139 12

15 49
89 22
156 30
461 55
255 39
21 86
55 62

1050 00; 1050 00, 5776 54 1055 43

1700 00 i
1700 00,

350 00
179 •.'3

3675 71
350 00

57 64
165 13

243 72
95 52

207 26

27 72>

57 33
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iSf(tff of \< II' Jcrney^ foi' the School, Year endliuj Aiiyiisi 31, 1877.
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Statistkal Rq>nrt, Inj DhirirU^forthe county ofB URLIXGTON,

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

Burliu«t«m (Continued.)
CHESTERFIELD.

Plattsburg.
Rt^cklesRti/wn,
BUick's Bridge,
Crosswicks,
ExlonvlUe,

NEW HANOVER.
HarriSdii.
Jacobstown,
Cimksmwii,
CiHiibenv.
Wrightstuwii,
PoiiilvillK,

PEMBERTON.
New HauDver,
Biowu's Mills,

New Lisljou,

Coates,
Pemberlon,
Mayiicilm,
Brandywioe,

SOUTHAMPTON.
Lane,
Buddtown,
Vincentiiwn,
Retreat,
Beaver Dam,
Freedom,

LUMBERTON.
Eajrestciwn,
Luitibertiin,
FiislerlDWU,
Haiiiesport,
Easton,

NORTHAMPTON.
Mount Holly,

MOUNT LAUREL.
Centreton,
HartfonI,
Green Grove,
Fellowship,
Mount Laurel,

EVESHAM.
London Grove,
Pine (Jrove,
Marltoii,
Jaciines' Bridge,
Milford,

MEDFORD.
Cross Roads,
Eastern,
Med ford,
Cbairville,
Oak Grove,

192 77 2294 81 196 oB 50 00 150 00 2834 14

49
50
61

51V..
52
5:{

18 90
42 52
43 78
34 03
38 43
40 95

311 83
476 81
490 94
381 45
431 40
459 15

19 27
4;^ .SB

44 64

34 60
39 18

41 75

218 60; 2551 58

11 65
30 87

1

30 o5l

27 72
76 86
3d HI
37 80

251 36

32 76
32 76
91 o;;

22 6;

28 9f-

15 li

130 69
346 13

426 60
310 81

861 80
402 64
423 82

2818 49

367 3J

367 U
1020 75
304 2o
325 0.1

319 46

223 3i

18 90
38 74

38 U.
31 50

222 88

11 88
31 47

31 Is

28 26
78 37
36 61

38 54

356 28

33 41.

63 4(.

92 82
23 1-J

29 5b
15 4k

50 00
1 50 00

500 00 1 500 00

2704 O*'

311 83
434 44
311 20
427 38
353 19

227 71 .

19 27 ,

39 50 ,

19 59 ,

38 86 .

32 12

550 00 5.t0 00

160 45 160 45

3155 12

350 00!

512 68!
510 45
504 35

1

416 81

148 67
12 43

109 23
187 03

146 46

396 57

26 77
2-1 57
25 83
26 77
31 50

1838 04

4446 82;

300 22
300 38!

297 83
300 22'

353 19;

149 34

404 86

27 30 .

25 05 .

26 34

27 30 ,

32 12 .

160 45 160 45

1900 001

2294 291

7147 75

354 29'

350 00
350 00
354 29
416 81

135 44 1551 84

34 33|
37 48
53 23,

14 801

36 85

384 99
430 31
596 91
320 10

413 25

176 69! 2135 56

27 40
21 lo!

100 80

i

16 06:

33 70

307 28
30/ 38

11.30 24
317 56
377 92

199 06, 2440 38

138 11^

35 01
38 32
54 28l

15 10

37 58

180 19

27 94

21 52
102 77

16 38
34 37

2000 00

1

200 00
2000 00
200 00

12 68
6 U

14 86

175 01

919 93
244 17

30 00
142 16

4692 44 1511 27

362 62

1

26 15

4.50 001 IH 44
3^81 511 214 34
350 00 5 80
671 45 436 03

2773 161 2773 16i 5615 58 701 76

2200 00 2200 00

100 on 100 00
2447 70 2447 70

1825 39

454 33'

496 01

2704 42

1

5.50 00
487 68
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^Statt t>f' yt'ic Jei'seij.foi' fJi; ScJhhiI Yrar emll/ig Auyu)<t 'di^ 1877.

ATTE>I)A.NOE.

•f
ill

Z o

I
e>

" a>s Mo Mc 7:

5-

£~ •=

2 o 5

— 2 ^^ j; i a; _, M

c 0.1 = a c i '

4; s a; - a; —
= - c £

I 55 Z i

I •c'3

c

IK

s.; s a

?:S

44 i $300 00
45 !

1000 00

4« 2511 00
47 priv. prijp.

48 30(1 00

101 11
I

141 12

49 10.3

23S n
108 10

36

1 23 23

11 15
18 26 58

7 19
36 76
16 47

56 p.
80 g.
40 V. p.

125 g.
4(1 p.

31 ....

13 1

59 ....

31 ....

1 $35 15
1 50 00

.. $33 33
3

33 33

39 5018.30 00 632 10.9 438 6 36 60 100 236 187 341 160 1 3:3 33

49
50
51

52
53

priv. prop.
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Sinfisf'^uil I^<j>nrf, In/ J )',sir',, -isJo I' fl,,- coindij of B VU LIX(1T<> X,

FINANOIAI, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

oiTit:s.

RiirliiiKton (("ontinupd.)
SHAMON(i.

Tabernacle,
Fri-e Soil,

Harlfoitl,
Union,
AtHJon,

WOODLAND.
Jonps' .Mill.

Wo.Mlniansie,

WASniNCTON.
Ratso,
Orowlcytown,
Oit-enbank,

RANDKLl'It.
BriilKepoil, Kill

Lowfi Bank, KU
Washington, lt«

$.i;i5 00
l.i6 42

41 89

8 04
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Sfiif, of X, ir Jei'fsey, for the /Sc/iuul Year.eitdiny AiujuM 31, 1877.

ATTENDANOE.
[ a
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Statistical liejjort, hy Didricts, for the Courdy of CAMDEN^

riNANOIA-L 8TATKMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

o MO

CAMDEN.
Camden,
Gloucester City,

STOCKTON.
Union,
Roseudale,
Mercbantville.
Greeuvilie,
Wiightsville,

DELAWARE.
Eliisburg,
Hilliiian,

Horner,

HADDON.
CliauiploQ,
RowiiiiilKuvu,
Uaddoutielil,

CENTER.
Mt. Ephraim,
Westville,
Greenland,
Insli Hill,

GLOUCESTER
Somerrille,
Chew's Landing,
Laurel
Mechaiiicsville,
Blackwoodtown,
Spring .Mills,

Pavisville,
Clemeuton,
Cheesman,

W.\TERF()R1)
Glendale,
Glbbsboro',
Milfurd,
Thorn,
Berlin,
Alco,
Jaclcson,
Waterford,
Parkdale,

VVINSLOW
Tansboro' North,
Sicklertown,
Tansboro',
Pump Branch,
BalfS' Mills,

Aiic.ua,
Pine Grove,
Winslow,

8iiiiiiii«ii'y
Camden
Gloucester City
Stockton
l>elaware
Haddon
Center
Gloucester
WateiTord
Wlnslow

cc 2 '

o-=.S-3 a

$4S483 50
t)40» 43

918 .35

!J22 12

870 24
493 26

$1052 37
155 19

22 22
18 90
21 0«
U 93

$15500 00 $36500 00
1600 00

$52000 00
15U0 00

500 00



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 127

State of iVVtf Jersey, for the School Year endiuy Aiiyud 81, 1877.

= •=*

ATTENDANCE.
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Statistical Report, hij Dixtricts, for the County of CAPE MA Y,

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

CAPE lUAY.
UPPER.

Beesiey's Point,
Palertiio,
Seaville.
PetH.rsbur{;li,

TnckHhoe,
Steclmautown,

DENNIS.
West Creek,
E:iKt (^reek,
Liullain's,
Deiinisville.
Sinilli Deiinisville,

South Seaville,
Cedar Grove,

MIDDLE.
(Jnivelly Run,
('aiie May Court House,
Swain's,
(ioshen,
Dias ('reek,
(jreen Creek,
Rio tjrande.

LOWER.
.Sivaintown,
Fishing (^reek.
Academy,
Cold Spring,
(^ape,
•Sea Grove,

Cape May City,

miiniiiiary.
Upper
Dennis
Middle
Lower
Cape .May ('ity

(;rUKKKI.AM».
DEERKIELD.

Centre, No. 1

Union, 2
Kriendship, 3
W liutr, 4

,),i(!ks.>M. 5

C.li.-irisev, 6
Ko.seiiliayn, 7

NorlUviile. 8

FIIJANOIAl, STATEMENT.
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State of Xew Jer^eij^ for ilw School Vear ending Awjust 31, 1S77.

8340 00 429 8.5 373

1000 00
500 00
1200 00
3000 00
400 00
1200 00
500 00

53 9
4t) 9
93 9
83 9

105 9
112 9
88 9

78110 00 580 9

300 00
5000 00
2500 00
4000 00
2000 00
2600 00
800 00

50 9
186 9
79 8
136 9
94 9

102 9
50 8

38
160 ,

50
136

17200 00

27

70 g.
48 g.
80 v.g.

150 V. g.
80 p.
60 v.g.
68 g.

.$46 00
41 66

$55 50
35 00
62 00 31 00
19 00

39 56

'26'
50

ie'ee

42 90

42 78

50 00
49 00
50 00
55 50
41 50

68 1651115 115 249 546 11 106 6 48 10 18 58

5 15
19 49

10 8
37 55
5 4

?» 52

50 p.
180 V. g.

75 V. g.

170 V. g.

80 V. g.

150 V. g.
50 g.

10 1

26 1

29 1

30 00
66 66
36 50

30 00
21 66

114 178 130 193 358

20
21
40 34

17 38
18 26

755

84 V. g.

55 V. p
50 V. p.
75 nieil.

150 g.

i
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Statistical Bepoji, hy districts^ for the count >/ of Cl2fBERLAXD

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

FINANOIAl, STATEMENT.

; c "^ "s;
^

Cniiilicrliiiid (Con.)
,COMMERCIAL (Con.) '

Maiiricetowii, 16
Biickslmlem, 17

Robbiuslowu, 18

FAIRFIELD.
Fairton,
Back Neck,
Central,
Cedarville,
Herring Row,
Centre Grove,
Sayres Neck,
Joues Island,

GREENWICH.
Greenwich,
Bacons Neck,
Head of (ireenwich,
Springtown,

HOPEWELL.
Dutch Neck,
Lower Ho|iewell,
Bowentown,
Roaclsiown,
Shiloh,
Beebee Run,
Hainiony,
West Branch,

LANDIB.
Pleasantville,
S('ring Road,
Soiith Viueland,
Vineland,
Fuller,
Vine Road,
Souder-R Mill,

Kingman,
North Viueland,

MAURICE RIVER.
Budds,
Port Elizabeth,
Leesbuig,
Maurice River,
Ewing'8 Neck,
We.st Creek,
Marshalville,
Belle Plain.

STOE CREEK.
Buttonwood,
Union,
•Town Hall,

Millvllle,

Bridgeton,

^>iiuiuiarv
Oeerfield
Downe
Commercial
Fairfield

» No report.

$780
3oU
635

2665

717
350
350
1062
AM
350
350
122

3652

423
364
350
460

$42 12 $400 00 $101) 00 $500 00
, 125 00 25 00 150 00

34 28

$1322 49l,

5U0 00!

669 73

10

19
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State of Xeir Jersey^ for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

ATTBNBANOE.
__._ -^.-_ . -^_- - .
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132 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

Statistical Report, by JDidricts, for the County of ESSEJT,

riNAUOIAL STATEMENT.

Cuinberlaiul (Cod.)
SUMMARY (Con.)

Greenwich
Hopewell
Lasdis
Maurice River
Stoe Creek
Bridgeton
MiUville

^

I

ESSKX.
BELLEVILLE.

Montgomery, No. 2
Second River, 3

FRANKLIN.
East Franklin, 4

West Franklin, 5

BLOOMFIELD.
Brookdale, 6

Central Union, 7

MONTCLAIR.
Montclair, 8
Washington, 9

Upper Montclair, 10

CALDWELL.
Cedar Grove, 11

Verona. 12

Caldwell, 13

N. Caldwell, 14

Fairfield, 15

Clinton, 16

LIVINGSTON.
Roseland,
Livingston,
Squiertown,
Northfleld,
Washington Place,

MILLBURN.
White Oak Ridge,
Short HiUs,
Washington,

SOUTH ORANGE
Maplewood,
Columbia,
MiddleviUe,

CLINTON.
Irvington,
Lyon's Farms,
Waverley,

EAST ORANGE.
Eastern,
Ashland,
Pranklin,

$1598 56
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State of-New Jersey, for the SeJiool Year ending August 31, 187T.

$6500 00
12100 00

4300 00
;iu(K)o m 2236 10

414



13+ APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

Statistical Report, Inj Districts, for the County of ESSEX,
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State of New Jt'i'Hf'ij,f(n' tlw Sr/iool Yrar c/u/Iik/ Atif/iiKf ?A, 1S7T.

ATTKNKANOB

2 » 3 «

$15()00 00
250U 00
6000 00
1000 00

ii i a

I* ^ =S— OS)^ o t. c
a (ft ^ o
S £ -o^

,^ * CO,'
-J 0)

=? i-'sj

o :: u m
Z -< I

I

503 10.4
70 10.4

110 10.4
97 10.4

242 22 (54 30 39
44 .... 33 5 2
54 1 20 12 3
49 .... 2 10 15

g. 170 91 1

100 V. g. 5 21 ....

90 V. g. I 26 30
50 p. 30 18 1

28500 00 780 10.4 389 23 119 57, 59 131 227

900000 00 37265 10
100000 00 3513 10

17517 1635 5924 2752 2121 5085
1413 16 696 203 165 333

11129
983

21000 0(1
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Statistical MepoH, Ijy Dltstrlvts^fop the coanty of GLO TICESTER.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

Oloucestcr (Con.)
CLAYTON

Glassboro',
Uniouville,
Clayton,
Hardiugville,
Fries' Mill,

FRANKLIN.
Fraiiklinville,
Malaga,
Lake,
Downslown,
Chewsville,
Hopewell,
Forest (Jiove,
Newfielil,
Bellevue,

MONROE.
Cross Keys,
Williatnstowu,
New Brooklyn,
Washington Grove,
Cole's Mill,
WhitneyvUle,

WA.SHINGTON.
Bethel,
Bunker Hill,

Chestnut Ridge,
Deptford,
Mt. Pleasant,

WOOLWICH.
Poplar Grove,
Cloverdale,
Battentown,
Swedesboro',
Small Gloucester,

WEST WOOLWICH.
Repaupo,
Bridgeport,
Madison,
Centre Square,
Jackson,
Lincoln,
Nortonville,
Cooper,

!Siiiiiiiiar>'i
City of Woodbuiy...
Deptford
West Deptlord
Mantua
Harrison
Greenwich
Clayton
Franklin
Monroe
Washington
Woolwich
West Woolwich

41, $2171 23 $100 29 $1700 00 $1700 00
42 35190 1625
43 1463 91 67 62 $2500 00 2500 00
44 350 00
51 350 00 •.

4687 04

$3971 52
368 15

4031 53
350 00
351) 00

45
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S(<i(f' of New Jersci/, for the School Ye(ir endiuc/ August 31, 1877.
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$10000 00'
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65U0 00
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1

590 11
104 9.5'

400 10.7
«5 8
54, 9

511 41 151 125 88 106
80 .... 12 30 23 15

428 34 74 89 47 184
67 5 11 51

307
34
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45 .... 13 13 17

396 g.
64 r. g.

340 g.
50 p.

56 g.
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Statistical Report^ hy Dlstt'lcts^ for the Coauty of CAMDEN^
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State of JS^ew Jeristy.for the School Year ciifJIng August 31, 1877.
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140 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

Statktkal Report, by Didricts, for the County of HUNTERDON^

FINANOIAL STATEMENT.

TOWXSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES. tt. ; 2 cc : i- cc £

~— c a »

Hiinterilon (Con.)
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year eiiduig Awjiint 31. 1877.

ATTENDANCE.

o
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StMwtieal Report, hj Dhtrh-U.for the county ofHUNTERDON,
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State of Neio Ja\sey, for the School Year ending Aur/ust 31, 1877.

ATTENUANOE.
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Statistical Beport, by Dhtrirts, for the County of MERCER^

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

jMEKCEK.
HOPEWELL.

T'leasiint Valley,
Harborton,
Woodsvllle,
Tidd's.
Stoutsburg,
Columbian,
Mount Rose,
Centreville,
Federal City,
Pennington,
Marshall's Corner,
Woofanionea,
Bear,
Titiisville,

EWING.
Scudder's Falls,

Birmingham,
Ewlngville,
Columbia,
Brookville,

10
U

12
13

Trenton,

LAWRENCE.
Millham,
Brick,
Grove,
Clarksville,
Central,
Rosedale,

HAMILTON.
Washington,
MercerviUe,
Hamilton Square,
Edge Brook,
Groveville,
Yardville,
White Horse,
Friendship,
Farmingdale,

CHAMBERSBURG.
Academy,

PRINCETON.
Stony Brook,
Cedar Grove,
Mount Lucas,
Princeton,

WEST WINDSOR.
Penn's Neck,
Parsonage,
Dutch Neck,
Assanpink,

WASHINGTON.
RobbinsviUe,
Union,
Page's Corner,
Sharon,
Allen,
Windsor,

FINAHOIAI. 8TATEMEKT.

•3 X ^

$350
350
425
437
350
783
381
3.50

3.50

iniKl

aiO
350
377
350

$225 00 $225 00

$350 00
350 00 .

425 90
437 95
350 00 .

1008 49
.381 71 ,

3.50 00
350 00
1000 46
.350 00
.350 00
377 «9
421 15

6207 20

385 72 .

510 28

474 11 ,

538 40
3.50 00 ,

"2258 51

386 72
510 28
474 11

538 4(1

350 00

1370 11

433 94
327 76
349 56
486 16
331 65

$109 88 .

34 80 .

22 24
28 04 .

38 99 ,

18 05

7324 64 7324 64 43132 35

200 00 200 00 1679 99

100 00 100 00

3299 48 .

3.50 00
4.54 02
417 86
350 (Kl

252 00 300 00 300 00

25 00

250 00 2.50 00
250 00 250 00

454 02 .

466 08 .

350 00 .

377 69 .

375 1

454 I

667 1

600
522 :

454 I

466
.350 I

377

3742 00 ,

4921 95.

353 57
429 92
.357 60
3571 93

25 00

1075 10

500 00

4224 90

525 00

530O 00

4267

10221

20.51 .

28 58
23 77i

237 37, 300 00 1500 00 1800 00

477 08
458 50
.381 37
5609 30

4713 02

$13 94

"87"93

220 61

"22'49

"25'36

633
39 15
44 49
47 03
132 87
42 67

296 15 6503 35 682 71

45 62
239 99
107 60
151 21

7 26

2258 51 551 68

1390 78
4 10

16 72
78 16
25 68
45 70

3851 48 1561 14

24 98
,508 14

101 50
50

1.30 15
29 .50

140 .50

3 15
98 73

1037 15

148 62

313 23 300 00 1600 00 1900 00 6926 25 106 09

40
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StaU of New Jersey^ for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.
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Statistical Report, Iry Dintn<is, for the County of MIDDLESEX,

FINANOIAI, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

J 5^x

O 3 oi
ox o.

rs j> ^ OS CO

I.S'5'S MQ.
i 4; o £ -

In

Mercer (Conti
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St^fte of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.
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Statistical Bejport, hy Dlstrids, for the county of MIDDLESEX^

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

FINANOIAI, STATEMENT.

3Iiddlesex (Continued.) I

SAYERSVILLE. '

Bricklaiid. 37;

SOUTH AMBOY.
Park S. House, 38

Raritan, 39

SOUTH BRUNSWICK.
Six Mile Run,
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State of Neir Jersei/, for the School Yem- ending Anc/ust 31, 1877.

$1200 00

3«
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Statistical Re_poH, hy Districts, for the County ofMONMOUTH^

MONUOITH
ATLANTIC

Colt's Neck,
Eden burg,
Scdbeyville,
Hillside,
MoDtruse,
Atlantic,

FREEHOLD.
E. Freehold,
Freehold,
Lokerson,
Georgia,
Siloain,
W. Freehold,
Thompson,
Auuiiick,

UPPER FREEHOLD.
AUentown,
Center,
East Branch,
ImlaystuHu,
Cowart,
Cream Ridge,
Pleasant Ridge,
Ellisdaie,
Marl Ridge,
Arueytown,

MILLSTONE.
Fair Play,
Church,
Maoalapanville,
Sweetman,
Grove,
De Bow,
Clarksburg,
Union,

MANALAPAN.
Lafayette,
Session,
Eogliuhtown,
Maualapaii,
Black's Mills,
Mount Vernon,

MARLBORO'
Pleasant Valley,
Morganrille,
Robertsriile,
Woolley's,
Marlbi.ro',
Brick Church,
Strong's,

MATAWAN.
Matawan,
Mount Pleasant,
Point,
Lower Point,

Keyport,
Union,

5

$635 01 .

445 68 ,

VSA 86 ,

382 23
457 52 .

333 63

2637 93 .

433 86 .

2737 a ,

331 06 .

332 69 .

33 ( 37
449 63 .

394.41 .

334 80

5351 05

966 31 .

42:^ 03
4u2 30 .

4S5 13 .

331 £9
512 73 .

339 01 .

333 86 .

449 63 .

390 46 .

4632 75

$37 65,
26 43
25 73
17 77 ,

27 13
16 37

151 08 .

25 73 .

162 31
18 94 .

17 31 .

12 63 .

26 66 .

23 39
15 :iO

302 17

57 30 .

25 03
23 86.
28 77 ,

18 71 .

30 40 .

10 99 .

16 14 .

26 66 .

23 15

B390 12
596 .35

663 33
50 22
88 69
152 22

2789 01 1939 93

472 II

459 59
350 00
484 65
350 00

$3300 00 $33U0 00

3300 00 3300 00

60UO 00 6000 00

459 59
6199 54
350 00
350 00
350 00
476 29]
417 80i

350 00

8953 22'

7023 61
447 (16

426 16
513 90
350 00
543 13
350 00
a50 00
476 29
413 61

4 50
202 77

10
36 48

iss'ii
32.S96
29 91

303 31
217 96
36 54

144 45
743 49
43 57
59 04

251 75
164 22

26101 6000 00 6000 00 10893 76 1964 33

?4
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State of New Jerxeij. far fJic Sc/tool Year ending Augud 81, 1877.
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Statistical Rej>ort, hy DldncU^for the County of MONMOUTH^
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&tate of Xew Jersey^ for f/ie School Year eliding August 31, 1877.

ATTENDANCE.

M.
lO

V

S . B:
.

-— 0/

taoi 515 aj5

3 i-3 i; —

$2800 00
1600 00

142 11

113 9.5

115'

90
11! 31 25
6 20 29

31700 00, 1133 10

2400 00
600 on;

1000 00

1

700 00
2200 00

1

900 00

148 9.5
51 10.5
106 10
113 9.8
114 9.7
79 9

101

47;

70]

94

20 143 173 165 287

4 25 31 41

5 7 10 25
10 15 14 27

... 16 26 52
6 19 24 39
3 9 12 34

* c

Si

1 ....

1 ....

7800 00

1500 00
1700 00
800 00

25<iO 00
1450 00
2400 00
UIOO 00
600 00
2000 00
1000 00
1000 00
500 00

9000 00

611 9.8
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Statistioal Report, by Didrkts, for tke County of MORRIS,

FINANOIAI. STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

J>Ionin«Htli (Continued).
HOWELL.

Blue Ball, 101

Jersevville, 102
Turkey, 103
Farmingdale, 104

Fort I'lain, 105
West Farms, 106
Squankiim, 107
Bethel. 108
Greenville, 109
Morris, 110
N. Farmingdale, 111

Bedford, 112

.Sumiiiav.v.
Atlantic
Freehold
Upper Freehold
Millstone
Manalapan
Marlboro'
Matavvan
Barltan
Holmdel
Mlddletown
Shrewsbury
Ocean
Eatontown
Wall
Howell
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State of IS'ew Jersey, for the School Year ending Augaxt 131, 1877.

ATTENDANCE.

o
c 2

s
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Statistical Eeport, by Districts, for the County of 310RRIS,
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending Augunt 31, 1877s

30,
31

1

32
33

33 V.
34

35

60

ATTKNDAMOB.

fc.
=5

0!

3 g " = -=5 -^^ •=•=
: a 6o2 MS MS r -
Si. 5=.5 ~

°oo c-« =00 a -a
"

uiS —a -j-= —t; 0.S. "^ c^ o

S5 » la i!B z -91

Jo =2 =J -

*j o —

tm
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Statistical Report, hy Didricts, for the county of OCEAN^

FINANOIAl, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES. M g

C *>>" c«

U3 s- li fo a ^

5i; 9 p 0)

- '^° <=i^
(JJ gj

OJ C 2
a j: .S 2 &

Morris (Continued).
CHATHA.M (Con.)

t!hatham,
Uniim Hill,

Madisnn,
East Madison,
Columbia,

HANOVER
Monroe,
Littleton,
Malaparilis,
Whippany,
Hanover,
Hanover Neck,
Troy,
Parslppany,
North Parsippany,
Old Boonton,
Powerville,

Boonton,

MONTVILLE.
Hook Mountain,
Lower .Montviile,

Montville,
Waiighaw,
Tayiortown,

PEQUANNOCK
Stony Biook,
Jacksonville,
Beavertown,
Porapton Plains,
Pomptiin,
Bloaraingdale,

$64B 73
4(14 8B
I57U 87
351) (10

3."6 52

$600 00 ,<B500 00 $1100 00 $1743 73
404 86

1570 87 ,

350 00
376 50

14 97
197 96

136 55
4 92

4455 30 530 00 1500 00 5955 30

Siiiiiiiinry
Randolpl
Rockaway
Jeirersiii;

Rcixbiiry
Mount Dlivf

Washington
Chester
Meudhana
Morris
Passaic
Chatham
Hanover.
Boonton
Montville
Vequannock

OCEAN.
PLUMSTEAD.

New Egypt, No. 1

Archertown, 2

Collier's Mills, 3

JACKSON.
Medwood,
Prospertown,
Oassville,
Leesville,
Holmansville,
New Prospect,
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Stdlc of New Jersey, .for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

ATTENDANOB.

s? s

c^ 2^ -2

5*.;
«

1) £

a u

5= ^= -
«;" tCg M- =U3

S = ^= ^'^ = =
OD C^ C* C'-O

|5 2-5 i-2 i-r

qo S3 ~3 =s
5 S C30 etc c'-v

Z Z Z Z

= 2 - ,«

"I s 'g

o a o J

$111000 00
•2500 00
4000 00
32o0 00
3200 00

190 10 i

97 10
421 9.0
83 9.6
93 9

127
32
59

25 26 22! S5
16 6 U 33
29 21 28 29
1 8 7 16
5 13 15 26

I = I = P

ISO V. g.

56 g.
140 g.

50 g.

70 g.

5^ I

^-"3

50
16

220
31

$65 00

"94'66

"3666

75 47

$30 00
50 00
47 00
32 20

99
100
101

27650 00 1154 9.7 562 10 116 104 144 188 288 656 384 195

800 00
12C0 00
650 00
1000 00
1200 00
6<I0 00
BOO 00

3000 00
4(10 00
«00 00
1500 00

112 10
107 10
64 9

128 9
57 10

46 9.7
91 10
70 9.5
48 9
45 9
106 9

43
74
35
80
38
38
68
44
31
40
102

7
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Statistical Report^ hy (listncts, for the county of OCEAX^

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

Ocean (Continued).
JACKSON (Coil.)

Jackson's Mills,

Whitesville,
Pleasant Grove,
Cranberry,

BRICK.
Bricksburg,
Herbertsvllle,
Point Pleasant,
Point Pleasant Bay,
Burrsville.
Metedeconk,
Osborn's,
Cedar Ridge,
Ruuyon's,
Seven Stars,

MANCHESTER.
Horicon,
Manchester,
Ridgewav,
W lilting.

Red Oak Grove.

DOVER.
Kettle Creek,
Cedar (irove.
Cold Spring,
White Oak Bottom,
Gowdy's,
Toms "River,
Union,

BERKELEY.
Dover Chapel,
Bayville,

LACEY.
Ferago,
Cedar Creek,
Forked River,

OCEAN.
Waretown,
Millville,

PINANOIAL STATEMENT.

4189 85

50 6o'.

759 08
65 06 .

334 09,

340 03'.

200 0(1 200 00 5067 30

2 68
40 25
3 45
15 91

9 97

$80 00
150 00
70 00

250 00

121 00 201 00
200 00 .350 00

70 00
100 00 350 00
286 22 286 22

1

254 28
1149 33
138 51
700 00
636 22

1548 86 .

3:M 67 .

361 47 ,

a39 27 .

339 27 .

337 92
1326 59,

335 62

15 S3 ,

19 17 .

10 73 .

10 73 .

12 08
70 34
14 38

707 22 1257 22i

200 00 200 00

770 00

i

200 00,

1400 00
200 00

1878 34

550 00
,

380 64
.

.350 00
350 00

,

.S50 00
£796 93
550 00

3374 81

33 334 67
34 372 31

152 76

15 33
19 74

830 00 1800 00 422' 57

350 00
492 05

72 29
334 67]

462 67

3 83 .

15 33 .

24 53
50 00
139 08

76 121

400 00
626 20

1

430 15
340 42

22 81
9 58

189 00

60 00

189 00:

60 00 512 96
350 00

456 58

104 91

41 84
107 82
112 43

51 87

162 io
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^tale of Neic Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

ol 26 2y 94
34 34 SO 36
44 61 35 18
47 50 26 fifi

' Set fiir from DiHtrirt No. Mat
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Statistical Reports hy Districts^ for tlte county of OCEAN^

FUfANOIAl, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

Oci-aii (Continued).
SUMMARY (Continued).

Dover $3374 81
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

23
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the Comiiy of PASSAIC,
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iSUite of New Jersey^ for the School Yeo/r ending Augvf<t 31, 1877.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of SOMERSET,

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

.SaleiH (Continued).
QUINTON (Con.)

Union,
Quinton,

U. PENNS NECK.
Auburn,
Pedricktown,
Literary,
Briolc,

('eiitral.

Cove,
Wright,
Wiley,
Penusgrove,
Perlcintown,

UPPER PITTSGROVE.
Wbiglane, 54
Centre,
ludependenc'e, 06
Wasliington, 57
Jefferson, 58
Friendsliip, 59
New Freedom, tJO

Walnut Grove, 61
Monroe, 62
Union, 63

PITTSGROVE,
Elmer,
Greenville,
Centreton,
Upper Neck,
Lower Neck,
Charity,
Good Hope,

811111111 iiry.
Salem City
Elsinboro'
Lower Alloways Creek
Lower Penns Neck
Mannmgton
Piiesgrove
Upper Alloways Creek,
Qulnton
Upper Penns Neck
Upper Pittsgrove
Pittsgrove

SOMERSET.
BEDMINSTER.

Peapack, No. 1

Union Grove, 2
Lesser Cross Roads, 4

Larger Cross Roads, 5
Foot of Lane, 6
PottersviUe, 7

Leamiugton, 8
Pluckainln, 9
Central Burnt Mills, 10
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State of New Jersey^ for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.
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Statistical Hejjort, hy Districtfi^for tlie County ofSOMERSET^

ITNANOIAI, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR
- C* -:

o « = g

CO O M'^

•3 3
I 5 •= .j: 5 =-

5 o liS-^3:^

35 =

.Somevset (Con.)
BERNARD'S (Con.)

Mine Brook, 14
Franklin, 15
Union, 16
Libertr Corner, 17
Pleasant Valley, 18

BRANCHBUK(i.
North Branch, 19
Cedar Grove, 20
*Harlan, 21
South Branch, 22
Fairview, 23

BRIDGEWATEK.
Washington Valley, 24
Martinville, 25
Adainsville, 26
Hanott's, 27
Somerville, 28
Raritan, 29
Willow Grove, 30
Boundbrook, 31

WARREN.
Smalleytown,
Dead River.
Independent,
Warrenville,
Washington Valley,

NORTH PLAINFIELD.
WashingtonvlUe,
Greenbrook,
North Plainfleld,

HILLSBOROr(}H.
AVoodville,
Harmony Plains,
New Centre,
Liberty,
Blooniingdale,
Millstone,
Cross Rnads,
Blackwell's,
Pleasantview,
Mountain,
Flaggtown,
Flaggtown Station,
Nesbanic,
Pleasant A'alley.
Clover Hill,

MONTGOMERY.

$20 45
18 54
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year eiuling Auguat 31, 1877.

ATTENUANOK

^i-
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Statistical Report, hy Districts, for the County of SUSSEX,
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State of New Jei'Nei/,foi' the School Year etuiimj Aufjost 31, 1877.

o
o
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of SUSSEX,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

57, ^-5

M 2 '^ '" "2 "

a «""'3

— " o p «

0; tu « a i:
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State of Neio Jei'ney. for the School Year ending Auijn.d 31, 1877.

ATTENDAMOE.

£S.
<'"i

6 ^
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the Comity of UNION,
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^tate of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.
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Statistical Eeport, hy Districts, far the County of WARREN,

FnrAMOIAX BTATBMKNT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.
c c-S c3 c

I
® o ~ E

35-ssa

1 moil (Cou tin lied).

WESTFIELD.
Westtield,
Willow Grove,
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State of New Jersey
^ for tl>e S<-ho()l Year ending August 31, 1877.

ATTENDANCE.

9 , \
O

i . S . M

•5 '. •?;

Vl-.
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Statistical Rejyort, l>y Districts^ for ilie County of WARHEN,
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State of Neio Jersey
,
for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

2700 00

* New house erected siuce last report.
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Statisticxd Hepoi't^ hj dldricts, for the counttj of WARREJ\^j

FUfANOIAI, STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.
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State of New Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1877.

40








