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When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold

Trials will be met in this work; discouragements will press in upon the soul as teachers see that 
their labors are not always appreciated. Satan will exercise his power over them in temptations, 
in discouragements, in afflictions of bodily infirmities, hoping that he can cause them to murmur 
against God and close their understanding to His goodness, mercy, and love, and the exceeding 
weight of glory that is to be the reward of the overcomer. But God is leading these souls to more 
perfect confidence in their heavenly Father. His eye is upon them every moment; and if they lift 
their cry to Him in faith, if they will stay their souls upon Him in their perplexities, the Lord will 
bring them forth as gold purified. The Lord Jesus has said: “I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.” Hebrews 13:5. God may permit a train of circumstances to come that will lead them to flee 
to the Stronghold, by faith pressing to the throne of God amid thick clouds of darkness; for even 
here His presence is concealed. But He is ever ready to deliver all that trust in Him. Gained in 
such a way, the victory will be more complete, the triumph more sure; for the tried, sore-pressed, 
and afflicted one can say: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” Job 13:15. “Although the
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in
the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” Habakkuk 3:17, 
18.  Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6, page 156

When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold
Then Job answered and said, Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier 
than my groaning.  Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to 
his seat!  I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.  I 
would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say
unto me.  Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put 
strength in me.  There the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered 
for ever from my judge.  Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but 
I cannot perceive him:  On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold 
him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him:  But he knoweth the 
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way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.  My foot hath held 
his steps, his way have I kept, and not declined.  Neither have I gone back from the 
commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my 
necessary food.  But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul 
desireth, even that he doeth.  For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: 
and many such things are with him.  Therefore am I troubled at his presence: when I 
consider, I am afraid of him.  For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty 
troubleth me:  Because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath he covered 
the darkness from my face.  Job 23:1-17

I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction
Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come 
forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the Lord, and make 
mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.  For they call 
themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The Lord of 
hosts is his name.  I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they 
went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, and they came 
to pass.  Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy
brow brass;  I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass 
I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven 
image, and my molten image, hath commanded them.  Thou hast heard, see all this; 
and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden 
things, and thou didst not know them.  They are created now, and not from the 
beginning; even before the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, 
Behold, I knew them.  Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that 
time that thine ear was not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very 
treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.  For my name’s sake 
will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 
off.  Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of affliction.  For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should 
my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.  Hearken unto me, O 
Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the first, I also am the last.  Mine hand also
hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: 
when I call unto them, they stand up together.  All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; 
which among them hath declared these things? The Lord hath loved him: he will do 
his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.  I, even I, have 
spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way 
prosperous.  Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the 
beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord God, and his 
Spirit, hath sent me.  Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am 
the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that 
thou shouldest go.  O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy 
peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:  Thy seed also had
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been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name 
should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.  Go ye forth of Babylon, 
flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to 
the end of the earth; say ye, The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob.  And they 
thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: he caused the waters to flow out of 
the rock for them: he clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out.  There is no 
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.  Isaiah 48:1-22

Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him
Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before 
him.  He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.  Job 
13:15-16

I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead.  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.  Remember 
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour
I will come upon thee.  Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled 
their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.  He that 
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his 
name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before 
his angels.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.  
And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy,
he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; 
and shutteth, and no man openeth;  I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my 
word, and hast not denied my name.  Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of 
Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to 
come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.  Because thou 
hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  Behold, I 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.  Him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will 
write upon him my new name.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.  And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These 
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God;  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or 
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hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out
of my mouth.  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked:  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of
thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest 
see.  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches.  Revelation 3:1-22

Mine eyes shall behold
For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth:  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God:  Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; 
though my reins be consumed within me.  Job 19:25-27

Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried
Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:  Sing forth the honour of his name: make 
his praise glorious.  Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the 
greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee.  All the earth 
shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah.  Come 
and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.  He 
turned the sea into dry land: they went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice 
in him.  He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the 
rebellious exalt themselves. Selah.  O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of 
his praise to be heard:  Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be 
moved.  For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.  Thou 
broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.  Thou hast caused men
to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest 
us out into a wealthy place.  I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay 
thee my vows,  Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in
trouble.  I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I 
will offer bullocks with goats. Selah.  Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done for my soul.  I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was 
extolled with my tongue.  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:  
But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.  Blessed be 
God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.  Psalm 66:1-20
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Eat that I give thee
And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee.  And
the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I 
heard him that spake unto me.  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the 
children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.  For they are impudent 
children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God.  And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a 
prophet among them.  And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid 
of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among 
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be
a rebellious house.  And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear,
or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.  But thou, son of man, hear 
what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy 
mouth, and eat that I give thee.  And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto 
me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein;  And he spread it before me; and it was 
written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and 
mourning, and woe.  Ezekiel 2:1-10

Much more precious than of gold that perisheth
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you,  Who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations:  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory:  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.  Of which 
salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you:  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.  Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 
according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  But as he which hath called you is 
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for 
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I am holy.  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:  
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:  
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you,  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the 
dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:  Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:  But the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you.  1 Peter 1:3-25

The Lord trieth the righteous
In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain?  
For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that 
they may privily shoot at the upright in heart.  If the foundations be destroyed, what 
can the righteous do?  The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: 
his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.  The Lord trieth the righteous: 
but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.  Upon the wicked he shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of 
their cup.  For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold 
the upright.  Psalm 11:1-7

If thou hast run with the footmen
Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they 
happy that deal very treacherously?  Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken 
root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far from
their reins.  But thou, O Lord, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart 
toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day 
of slaughter.  How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for 
the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; 
because they said, He shall not see our last end.  If thou hast run with the footmen, 
and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the 
land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the 
swelling of Jordan?  Jeremiah 12:1-5
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I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness
Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not 
out of feigned lips.  Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes 
behold the things that are equal.  Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me 
in the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth
shall not transgress.  Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept
me from the paths of the destroyer.  Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not.  I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto 
me, and hear my speech.  Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by 
thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against 
them.  Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,  From 
the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.  They 
are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly.  They have now 
compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth;  Like as 
a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.  
Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, 
which is thy sword:  From men which are thy hand, O Lord, from men of the world, 
which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: 
they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.  As for 
me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness.  Psalm 17:1-15

Without faith it is impossible to please him
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  For by 
it the elders obtained a good report.  Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear.  By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.  By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.  But without faith it is 
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  By faith Noah, being warned of God
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 
by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is 
by faith.  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went.  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling 
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:  For he 
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  Through 
faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child 
when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.  Therefore
sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in 
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multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.  These all died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a 
country.  And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came 
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.  But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city.  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,  Of 
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:  Accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a 
figure.  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  By faith 
Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning 
upon the top of his staff.  By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the 
departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.  By 
faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw 
he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.  By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter;  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season;  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.  By 
faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing 
him who is invisible.  Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, 
lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.  By faith they passed through 
the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.  By 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.  By 
faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had 
received the spies with peace.  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me 
to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and 
Samuel, and of the prophets:  Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.  Quenched the violence
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.  Women received their dead 
raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they 
might obtain a better resurrection:  And others had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:  They were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;  (Of whom the world 
was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves 
of the earth.  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not 
the promise:  God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect.  Hebrews 11:1-40
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If ye endure chastening
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us,  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds.  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.  And ye have 
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:  For 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If 
ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not?  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons.  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in 
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?  For they verily for a few days 
chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby.  Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and
the feeble knees;  And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be 
turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.  Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:  Looking diligently lest any man 
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled;  Hebrews 12:1-15

Ye shall have tribulation
Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the 
seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks;  I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, 
and are not, and hast found them liars:  And hast borne, and hast patience, and for 
my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  Nevertheless I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  But this 
thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.  He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God.  And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first 
and the last, which was dead, and is alive;  I know thy works, and tribulation, and 
poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.  Fear none of those things which 
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thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be 
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.  Revelation 
2:1-11

Purge away thy dross
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  But if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.  
How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness 
lodged in it; but now murderers.  Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with 
water:  Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, 
and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of 
the widow come unto them.  Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty 
One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies:  
And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away 
all thy tin:  And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the 
beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.  
Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.  And the 
destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that 
forsake the Lord shall be consumed.  For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye 
have desired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have chosen.  For ye 
shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water.  And the 
strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn 
together, and none shall quench them.  Isaiah 1:18-31

Try them as gold is tried
In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.  And it shall come to pass in that
day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, 
and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the 
unclean spirit to pass out of the land.  And it shall come to pass, that when any shall 
yet prophesy, then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto him, Thou 
shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of the Lord: and his father and his 
mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesieth.  And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his vision, 
when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive:  But he 
shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman; for man taught me to keep cattle 
from my youth.  And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? 
Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.  



Beautiful Words of Life-Exploring the themes contained in the Holy Bible
http://beautifulwordblog.wordpress.com

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith 
the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn
mine hand upon the little ones.  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith 
the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.  
And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is 
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God.  Zechariah 
13:1-9

All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution
But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, 
charity, patience,  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at 
Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord 
delivered me.  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.  
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  
But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  And that from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus.  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  2 Timothy 3:10-17

That we should not be condemned with the world
For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.  1 
Corinthians 11:31-32

Into the midst of the burning fiery furnace
Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of 
Babylon.  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, 
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  Then the princes, the governors, and captains, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O 
people, nations, and languages,  That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and 
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worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:  And whoso 
falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace.  Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the 
nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came 
near, and accused the Jews.  They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king,
live for ever.  Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image:  And whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.  
There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they 
serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.  Then 
Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.  Nebuchadnezzar spake and 
said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?  Now if ye be ready that at 
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer,
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: 
but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?  Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 
not careful to answer thee in this matter.  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king.  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.  Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of 
fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one 
seven times more than it was wont to be heated.  And he commanded the most mighty 
men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace.  Then these men were bound in their coats, their 
hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace.  Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the flames of the fire slew those men that took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.  Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said 
unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 
answered and said unto the king, True, O king.  He answered and said, Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God.  Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye 
servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.  And the princes, 
governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw 
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these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head 
singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.  
Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve 
nor worship any god, except their own God.  Therefore I make a decree, That every 
people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.  Then 
the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.  
Daniel 3:1-30

The fire shall try every man’s work
For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s 
building.  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every 
man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.  For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  Every man’s work shall be made manifest:
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man’s work of what sort it is.  If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  1 Corinthains 3:9-15

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord
Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my salvation.  The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like 
hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on 
my stringed instruments.  Habakkuk 3:17-19

If we suffer, we shall also reign with him
Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things 
that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  And if a man 
also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.  The 
husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.  Consider what I say; 
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and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.  Remember that Jesus Christ of 
the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel:  Wherein I suffer 
trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.  
Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  It is a faithful saying: For if we 
be dead with him, we shall also live with him:  If we suffer, we shall also reign with 
him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he 
cannot deny himself.  2 Timothy 2:1-13

Because ye are all become dross
Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall deal with
thee? I the Lord have spoken it, and will do it.  And I will scatter thee among the 
heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of 
thee.  And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord.  And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and 
iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver.  Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will 
gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.  As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and
lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I 
gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you.  
Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be 
melted in the midst therof.  As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye 
be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lord have poured out my 
fury upon you.  Ezekiel 22:14-22

The trying of your faith worketh patience
 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations;  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  If
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  For let 
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  A double minded man 
is unstable in all his ways.  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:  
But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass 
away.  For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, 
and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall 
the rich man fade away in his ways.  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him.  James 1:1-12
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Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest
Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise?  He that 
planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see?  He that 
chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not
he know?  The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.  Blessed is the 
man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of thy law;  That thou 
mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked. 
For the Lord will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.  But 
judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it.  
Who will rise up for me against the evildoers? or who will stand up for me against the 
workers of iniquity?  Unless the Lord had been my help, my soul had almost dwelt in 
silence.  When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O Lord, held me up.  In the 
multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul.  Shall the throne of 
iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law?  They gather 
themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent 
blood.  But the Lord is my defence; and my God is the rock of my refuge.  And he 
shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own 
wickedness; yea, the Lord our God shall cut them off.  Psalm 94:8-23

Despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty
Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the
ground;  Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.  I would seek unto 
God, and unto God would I commit my cause:  Which doeth great things and 
unsearchable; marvellous things without number:  Who giveth rain upon the earth, 
and sendeth waters upon the fields:  To set up on high those that be low; that those 
which mourn may be exalted to safety.  He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so 
that their hands cannot perform their enterprise.  He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.  They meet with 
darkness in the day time, and grope in the noonday as in the night.  But he saveth the 
poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.  So the poor
hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.  Behold, happy is the man whom God 
correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty:  For he maketh 
sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole.  He shall deliver thee 
in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.  In famine he shall redeem 
thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword.  Thou shalt be hid from the 
scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.  At 
destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of 
the earth.  For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the
field shall be at peace with thee.  And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in 
peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin.  Thou shalt know also that
thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth.  Thou shalt come 
to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.  Lo this, we 
have searched it, so it is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.  Job 5:6-27
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So the Lord thy God chasteneth thee
All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye 
may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your
fathers.  And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.  And he humbled 
thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live.  Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty 
years.  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so 
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.  Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.  Deuteronomy 8:1-6

Neither be weary of his correction
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  Be not wise in thine own 
eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.  It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow 
to thy bones.  Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine 
increase:  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.  My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his 
correction:  For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom
he delighteth.  Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and 
the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies: and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.  Length of days is in her right 
hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy 
is every one that retaineth her.  The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by 
understanding hath he established the heavens.  By his knowledge the depths are 
broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.  My son, let not them depart from thine
eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion:  So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace 
to thy neck.  Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble.  
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet.  Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, 
when it cometh.  For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from 
being taken.  Proverbs 3:5-26

The Lord hath chastened me sore
The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation.  The voice of rejoicing 
and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the Lord doeth 
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valiantly.  The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the right hand of the Lord doeth 
valiantly.  I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.  The Lord hath 
chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.  Open to me the gates of
righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord:  This gate of the Lord, 
into which the righteous shall enter.  I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art
become my salvation.  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone 
of the corner.  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.  Psalm 118:14-23

Having a live coal in his hand
In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had 
six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  And the posts of the door moved at the voice 
of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.  Then said I, Woe is me! for I 
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.  Then flew one of the
seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
from off the altar:  And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.  Isaiah 6:1-7

Lead me in the way everlasting
 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  My substance was not hid from thee, 
when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of 
them.  How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of 
them!  If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, 
I am still with thee.  Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me 
therefore, ye bloody men.  For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies 
take thy name in vain.  Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee? and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against thee?  I hate them with perfect hatred: I count 
them mine enemies.  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.  Psalm 139:14-24

The Lord trieth the hearts
The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the Lord trieth the hearts.  
Proverbs 17:3
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Many shall be purified, and made white
And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 
children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.  And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  
But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  Then I Daniel looked, 
and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and 
the other on that side of the bank of the river.  And one said to the man clothed in 
linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these 
wonders?  And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the 
river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him
that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished.  And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the
end of these things?  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end.  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but 
the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand.  And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and 
the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days.  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days.  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt 
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.  Daniel 12:1-13

He is like a refiner’s fire
 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.  But who 
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.  Malachi 3:1-3

The fiery trial which is to try you
 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you:  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit 



Beautiful Words of Life-Exploring the themes contained in the Holy Bible
http://beautifulwordblog.wordpress.com

of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your 
part he is glorified.  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters.  Yet if any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.  For the 
time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?  And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?  Wherefore let them
that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in 
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.  1 Peter 4:12-19
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