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OAKENGATES. 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the Health 
and Sanitary Circumstances of your District for the year 1938. 

The Birth and Death rates for the year approximate very closely 
to that for the country, while the Infantile Mortality rate shows 
improvement on that for 1937 and is much below the figure for 
England and Wales. 

Notes have been appended under each section of the Report 
referring to matters dealt therein. 

Incorporated in the Report are summaries of the work carried 
out by the Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector, and I take this oppor¬ 
tunity of thanking them for their co-operation with me in carrying 
out the Sanitary duties of the District. 

I am, 

Your obedient servant, 

28/6/39. W. A. M. STEWART. 

Officers. 

Medical Officer of Health ... W. A. M. STEWART 

Sanitary Inspector ... A. BENNETT 

Surveyor for Sanitary Work ... M. S. LEE 

Section A. 

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area. 

Area (in acres) ... ... ... 2 396 
Registrar-General’s estimate of resident 

population mid. 1938 ... ... 10 660 
Number of inhabited houses end of 1938, 

according to Rate Books ... ... 2 779 
Rateable value ... ... ... 7/30 783 
Sum represented by a penny rate ... f \\2 
Person per acre calculated on the population ~ 4.4 

Social Conditions.—As stated in the Annual Report the 
redevelopment which has taken place up to date has been towards 
the boundaries ot the District and this may tend to have some 
reflection on the social life of the town. Although the outlying 
districts are situated on main roads which are served with transport 
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facilities which connect with neighbouring towns much business 
comes into the Town itself. Industrial developments should, in 
ordinary course, lead to greater prosperity but there is a possibility 
that the lack of housing facilities may necessitate the workers living 
in the surrounding districts and travelling to their occupation. It is 
difficult to assess the standard of life of the inhabitants, but it would 
seem that much can yet be done to educate the people to a higher 
standard—more especially in the more crowded parts of the Town. 
Employment conditions have improved and there are fewer applicants 
for relief. 

Vital Statistics. 

Total M. F. 
Live Births : Legitimate 160 80 80 1 Birth rate per 1000 

Illegitimate 4 2 2 of the estimated 
— — resident population 

164 82 82 15.4. 

Still Births : Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

11 
2 

6 
1 

5 

1 
Rate per 1000 total 

- live and still births 

13 7 6 ; 
73.4. 

Deaths 129 65 64 Death rate per 1000 
of the estimated resident population 12.0 

Deaths from puerperal causes : 0 

Death rate of infants under one year of age : 

All infants per 1000 live births 
Legitimate infants per 1000 legitimate 

live births 
Illegitimate infants per 1000 illegitimate 

live births 
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 

,, ,, Measles ,, 
,, ,, Whooping Cough (all ages) 
,, ,, Diarrhoea (under 2 yrs.) 

Deaths. 
M. F. 

30 3 2 

31.2 3 2 

9 
0 
0 
0 

POPULATION.—The mid year population shows a decrease of 
50 on the calculated mid-year population of 1937. 

Births. 

Number of live births 1936 121 Birth Rate 12.0 
,, ,, ,, 1937 149 „ „ 13.8 
,, ,, ,, 1938 164 „ „ 15.4 

Birth Rate for England and Wales 15.1 
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The number of Deaths from all causes was 129 (M. 65, F. 64), 
compared with 143 in 1937 and 125 in 1936. The crude death rate 
12.0 after considering the areal comparability factor 0.99 (supplied 
by the Registrar General) gives an adjusted death rate of 11.9 

Death rate adjusted for 1937 ... ... 13.1 

„ ,, ,, „ 1936 ... ... 11.5 

,, ,, for previous 5 years ... ... 12.6 

,, ,, for England and Wales ... ... 11.6 

The principal causes of deaths were :— 

Digestive Diseases ... ... ... 4 
Nephritis ... ... ... ... 3 
Congenital Debility and Premature Birth ... 3 
Senility ... ... ... ... 12 
Suicide ... ... ... ... 1 
Other forms of Violence ... ... ... 5 
Diabetes ... ... ... ... 3 
Cerebral Haemorrhage ... ... ... 7 
Heart Disease ... ... ... ... 19 
Other Circulatory Diseases ... ... 15 
Pneumonia ... ... ... ... 15 
Bronchitis ... ... ... ... 3 
Other causes (excluding infective conditions) ... 16 

Death from infective conditions :— 

Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Encephalitis Lethargica 
Tuberculosis of Respiratory System 
Other Tuberculosis 
Tabes 
Cancer 

1 
5 
1 
4 
2 
1 
9 

The number of deaths from cancer has halved itself (18 in 1937) 
while that of heart and circulatory diseases shows some fall. There 
is an increase in pneumonia from 7 in 1937 to 15. The one death 
from diphtheria gives a rate of .09 as compared with .07 per 1000 
population for England and Wales. There were no deaths from 
measles, whooping cough or scarlet fever. 

Death Rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis and Cancer :— 

Per 1000 population 1936 ... .18 ... 1.9 
1937 ... .28 ... 1.12 
1938 ... .37 ... .84 
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Infantile Mortality Rate :— 
1908/17 100.5 
1918/27 77.0 
1927/36 76.0 
1937 47.0 
1938 30.0 

England and Wales 1938 53.0 

Causes of deaths in infants under 1 year ; —- 

Pyloris Stenosis • • • 1 
Gastro Enteritis ... 1 
Congenital Malformation ... 1 
Heart Failure • • • 1 
Cerebral Haemorrhage 1 

As in previous years there were no deaths from Puerperal Causes. 

Section B. 

General Provision of Health Services for the Area. 

(i) Officers. See front page. 

(ii) Laboratory facilities. Swabs and other diagnostic methods 
are performed by the University Laboratory, Birmingham. Water 
Analyses are made by the Harper Adams College, Newport, and in 
certain cases by the Public Analyst. 

(iii) Ambulance facilities. A modern ambulance has been 
acquired by the Local District Ambulance Association and this is 
available for use in non-infectious cases. Infectious diseases, which 
cases are sent to Monkmoor Hospital, are transported by Hospital 
ambulance. 

(iv) Nursing in the Home. Two district nurses are available 
for mid-wifery and home nursing. 

(v) Treatment Centres and Clinics. A local clinic provides 
the usual County Services for Health. 

(vi) Hospitals. There are no hospitals in the district. 

Section C. 

Sanitary Circumstances of the District. 

1. Water Supply.—This is in part supplied by the Authority’s 
own water undertaking and partly by the Wenlock District Council 
who transmit the water by way of Dawley U.D.C. The local 
supply has given rise to some slight difficulty in the year owing to 
faulty reservoir and what may be due to inadequate water pressure. 
The districts of St. George’s and Snedshill have been primarily 
affected—a good head of water not always being available. A new 
reservoir is required of more adequate capacity. Analysis of the 
main supplies have been made from time to time with satisfactory 
results. 
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2. Drainage and Sewage.—The main sewers in the 
District continue to function satisfactorily and extensions have been 
made in the year. With regard to the Sewage Farm the Council 
have instructed their Engineer to prepare a scheme for artificial 
filtration to replace the broad irrigation system which has existed 
with little alteration for the past 30 years. 

The following is an account furnished by the Surveyor of 
Sanitary work for the year ending 31st December, 1938. 

Certificates issued for water supply to new houses ... 16 
Houses connected to public water supply ... ... 90 
Houses connected to public sewerage .. ... ... 96 
Lengths of new sewers laid ... ... ... 200 yards 
Lengths of new water mams laid ... ... 250 yards 

3. Rivers and Streams.—The effluent entering the stream 
from the sewage farm is periodically subjected to examination. 

(i) Closet Accommodation.-—The Sanitary Inspector has 
given the following summary of the work of conversion from 
conservancy system. 

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area. 

Offensive privies were abolished at the following properties and 
water closets provided complete :—- 
11 and 13 Slaney Street, 36 Albion Street, St. George’s, 121 New 
Street, St. George’s, 1—4 Foundry Row, St. George’s, 84 Lincoln 
Road, 1 Canal Side, 36, 38, 40, 42 and 44 New Road, Wrockwardine 
Wood, 30 and 32 Goulbourne Road, St. George’s, 34 New Street, 
St. George’s, 4, 6, 8, 10 New Street, St. George’s. 

Nineteen offensive privies were abolished. 

34 New Street, St. George’s.—This house was converted into 
two houses, two new water closets have been provided. 

Old “ Swan Inn ” (delicenced) West Street, St. George’s. 
These premises were altered to two houses and two baths were 
provided. 

“ Stag Inn,” Holyhead Road (delicenced).—These premises 
were altered to a shop and house, and two water closets were 
provided. 

Pan Closets were abolished at the following properties :— 
22, 24 and 26 Stafford Road, Oakengates, 99, 101 and 103 Trench 
Road, 13, 15 and 17 Grove Street, St. George’s, 9, 11, 13 and 15 
Station Hill, and water closets provided and the premises redrained. 

Thirteen pan closets were abolished. 
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Baths, Water Closets, Lavatory Basins were provided at the 
following properties :— 

“ Duke of York ” Inn, Market Street, Oakengates, “ Brown Lion ” 
Inn, Lion Street, “ Pheasant ” Inn, WYockwardine Wood, “ Station ” 
Inn, Market Street, Oakengates, “ Turf ” Inn and “ Cottage Spring ” 
Inn, St. George’s, 50 Stafford Road, 59 Ketley Bank, Oakengates. 
At these public-houses there is ample sanitary accommodation for 
tenants and customers. 

11 —13 Church Street. Two water closets were taken down 
and rebuilt nearer the houses and the premises redrained. 

The majority of these Sanitary Improvements to the varions 
properties were achieved by the interviewing the Owners or Agents 
of the Properties. 

Sunnyside House, Sunnyside Road, Oakengates. — This house 
was altered into two houses. Two water closets have been provided 
and the premises redrained. 

The houses with defective privy accommodation brought to the 
notice of the Medical Officer of Health are brought as a rule for 
inadequacy and insufficiency of accommodation. Where conversion 
to Water Carrying system is possible this is recommended, but 
where this cannot be done a standard is aimed at which will give 
not less than one privy per house. 

(ii) Public Cleansing, Removal of House Refuse, &c. 

A weekly collecting of house refuse stored in metal covered 
dust-bins is now maintained. Seven open ash-pits have been 
abolished and 65 metal covered ash-bins have been provided. A 
few remaining ash-pits are cleansed periodically or as required. 
The Council are contemplating in the near future the purchasing of 
two new motor vehicles, one a 7 cubic yard Refuse Collecting, low 
loading vehicle, with two sliding steel shutters at the sides, the 
other to be an open utility vehicle, so that it can be used for any 
purpose required in the Cleansing or other Departments. 

(iii) Sanitary Inspection of Area. — A new Public 
Lavatory has been built in the Oakengates area and this provides 
for the centre of the Town. It is up-to-date and has all modern 
conveniences. 

The following is an account furnished by the Sanitary Inspector 
of Sanitary work for the year ending 31st December, 1938 :— 

a Number of houses which have been inspected during the 

above period, either in connection with outbreaks of 
infectious disease, or in consequence of complaints, or in 
the course of a systematic Sanitary Survey ... ... 386 
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a Please note that this number should include all houses 
inspected, including those under the Housing Acts, but not 
houses that are visited for another purpose without an 
inspection of the premises ... 

Number of legal notices sent 
Number of informal notices sent 
Number of such notices complied with 
Number of letters written 

274 

3 
7 
7 

609 

Particulars of Sanitary Matters referred to in the 

above Notices :— 

a Houses to be disinfected after Infectious Disease ... 86 
b Deficient or objectionable water supply ... ... 7 
c New drains to be constructed or old drains to be amended 45 
d New closets to be provided or old ones to be amended in 

construction ... ... ... ... ... 45 
e Houses damp or dirty, or admitting rain, or weather, or 

otherwise in a bad sanitary condition ... .. 73 
/ Offensive accumulations of all kinds ... ... ... 6 
g Animals so kept as to be a nuisance ... ... ... 3 
h Unsuitable refuse receptacles replaced with regulation 

dust-bins ... ... ... ... ... 65 
i Filthy or verminous premises or articles cleansed ... 35 
Houses disinfected after infectious disease (other than phthisis) 86 
Houses disinfected in cases of phthisis ... ... ... 2 
Privies converted to water closets ... ... ... 19 
Privies converted to earth closets ... ... ... 0 

(iv) Shops and Offices.—No action has been necessary. 

(v) Camping Sites.—No licences have been issued in the 
district, and there is little difficulty with itinerant travellers. 

(vi) Smoke Abatement. — No action has been necessary. 

(vii) Swimming Baths and Pools.—There are no controlled 
bathing facilities in the Town. 

(viii) Eradication of Bed Bugs.—Several cases have been 
reported in the Town and these are dealt with by fumigation (cones) 
and sulphur. The attention of the Council has been directed to the 
use of Heavy Naphtha. 

SCHOOLS.—The Sanitary Inspector informs me that in Prior’s 
Lee Infants the sanitary accommodation is of the privy type. It is 
hoped that conversion may be accomplished shortly. Wrockwardine 
Wood C. of E. Junior School was closed for Scarlet Fever from 
25th—29th July, 1938. 



Section D. 

Housing. 

In the Annual Report for 1937 notes were made on the existing 
housing conditions and recommendations given. Since this report 
some 40 houses have been completed to deal with the overcrowded 
conditions of the District - the Clearance Scheme presented early in 
1937, while under contemplation with contracts provisionally accepted 
is still to be commenced for building and the persons to be displaced 
are still living under the same circumstances. 

During the year there have been numerous complaints and these 
have to be dealt with palliatively—there being no prospects of re¬ 
housing the distressed tenants. Associated with the above complaints 
are others which come to hand through the County Medical Officer 
and the Tuberculosis Officer. The undesirability ot continuing to 
house tuberculosis cases under insanitary and overcrowded conditions 
requires attenticn and remedy at an early date. Your representative 
on the County Council has reported on the prevalence of overcrowded 
conditions with mixed sexes and where there is also a mentally 
deficient member in family. This is also reported on by the County 
Medical Officer. As suggested earlier in this Report the scarcity of 
houses may prevent the full value of the industrial expansion being 
appreciated locally. 

1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the Year: — 

1. a Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing 
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... 236 

b Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 276 

2. a Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head (l) 
above) which were inspected and recorded under the 
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925/1932 ... 276 

b Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 276 

3. Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so 
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human 
habitation ... ... ... ... ... 100 

4. Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to 
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all 
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ... 176 

2. Remedy of Defects during the Year without Service of formal Notices : — 

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered lit in consequence 

of informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers 56 
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year : — 

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts :— 
1. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices 

were served requiring defects to be remedied ... 49 
2. Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were 

remedied after service of formal notices :— 
a by owners ... ... ... ... 49 

C.—Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936:— 
1. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which 

Demolition Orders were made ... ... ... 63 
2. Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of 

Demolition Orders ... ... ... ... 59 

4. Housing Act, 1936.—Part IV—Overcrowding : — 

a. —(i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year 267 
(ii) Number of families dwelling therein ... ... 277 

(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein ... ... 1235 
b. —Number of new . cases of overcrowding reported during 

the year 
c. —(i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the 

year ... ... ... ... ... 44 
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 257 

d. —Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses have 
again become overcrowded after the Local Authority 
have taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding ... 3 

Plans for new houses passed. 14 plans comprising 84 houses. 

Section E. 

Inspection and Supervision of Food. 

Inspection of Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 

for the Year ended 31st December, 1938. 

Number of cowkeepers and milksellers on register ... 35 
Number of premises—cowsheds ... ... ... 26 

dairies ... ... ... 26 
milkshops ... ... ... 9 

Number of above cowkeepers and milksellers who hold licenses under 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, in respect of:— 

a Establishments of producers and bottlers Tuberculin Tested 0 
Accredited 2 

b Establishments of producers only Accredited 
c Supplementary licenses to sell milk from shops or other 

establishments outside the area of the licensing authority 
Pasteurised 1 

Number of Inspections ... ... ... ... 58 
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Defects found (l) in cowsheds 
a floor or cubic space ... ... 2 
b ventilation ... ... ... 2 
c lighting ... ... ... ... 2 
d structure of floor ... ... ... 2 
e drainage ... ... ... ... 2 
/ cleanliness ... ... ... 2 

(2) in surroundings of cowsheds ... ... 6 
(3) in sanitary condition of drains ... ... 6 
(4) in sanitary condition of milkshops ... 3 
(5) in water supply—supplied through Councils 

Meters, others wells and Councils supply 
not through meter ... ... ... 18 

Number of notices—verbal and written ... ... 6 
Number of these notices complied with ... ... ... 6 

The following is an Account Furnished by the Sanitary 

Inspector of Meat Inspection for the Year ending 

31st December, 1938. 

Number inspected—387 cattle (excluding cows), 20 calves, 
560 sheep and lambs, 838 pigs. 

Carcases of which some part of organ was condemned :— 

cattle, 6 livers fluke ; sheep and lambs, 3 livers fluke ; 
pigs, 6 pair lungs pleuresy. 

1. Number of Slaughter Houses in district ... ... 16 

2. Number of Persons Licensed to stun and slaughter animals in 
slaughter houses and knackers’ yards ... ... 25 

3. Action taken with regard to inspections of slaughter houses, 
shops, stalls and vehicles, and places where food is prepared :— 

Market stalls are inspected each market day. Frequent 
visits are paid to shops and places where food is prepared. 

16 couples of rabbits and 1—6-lb. tin corned beef were 
surrendered and condemned. 

4. Remarks. The co-operation of the butchers is good and the 
standard and quality of the meat slaughtered in the area is 
high and the slaughter houses are well maintained. 
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Section F. 

Prevalence of and Control over Infectious 

and other Diseases. 

The prevalence of the Scarlet Fever in the District was the 
most notable feature of the year. The outbreak occurred suddenly 
in July and reached its height in that month-—it fell considerably in 
August and September but there was a slight recrudescence in October. 
This is in keeping with the seasonal incidence of the illness. Its 
localisation was principally confined to the Trench district—the 
majority of July cases occurring there and also the October outbreak. 
It was of a mild type and there was no deaths. As reported to you 
in Committee a great difficulty was the impossibility of allowing 
children in many cases to stay at home. The inability to provide 
adequate isolation in the home necessitated the costly removal to 
hospital. 

Immunisation for Diphtheria. 

school children 1938—154 

A change has been made in the prophylactic used—T.A.M. to 
A.P.T.—this gives greater efficiency with economy of working. 

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis). 

Cases admitted 

1938 1937 to Hospital Deaths 

Scarlet Fever ... 58 9 32 0 
Diphtheria • • • 6 5 1 1 
Pneumonia • • • 21 14 
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 2 2 
Erysipelas ... 2 1 

Age Incidence. 
Years Scarlet Fever Diphtheria Pneumonia Puerperal Pyrexia Erysipelas 

0—1 0 0 1 0 0 
1—2 0 0 0 0 0 
2—3 0 0 0 0 1 
3—4 1 3 0 0 0 
4—5 8 0 0 0 0 
5—10 36 0 3 0 0 

10—15 11 1 1 0 0 
15—20 0 2 0 1 0 
20—35 0 0 4 1 0 
35—45 2 0 8 0 0 
45—65 0 0 2 0 0 
Over 65 0 0 2 0 1 

There was one case of acute poliomyelitis and one of 
Opthalmia Neonatorum. 
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Tuberculosis. 

New cases and mortality during 1938. 

NEW CASES. DEATHS. 

Age period. Respiratory. Non-Respiratory. Respiratory. Non-Respiratory. 

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 

1- —5 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

5 -15 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

15- -25 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 

25- -35 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

35- -45 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 

45- -55 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

55- -65 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 9 3 1 2 1 3 0 2 

Section G. 

Factories, Workshops and Workplaces. 

1 — Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health 

including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors. 

Inspections Written Prose- 
Notices cutions 

2 0 0 

6 0 0 

25 0 0 

33 0 0 

2—Defects Found :— 

Particulars Defects 
found 

Defects 
remedied 

H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose¬ 
cutions 

Want of cleanliness 7 7 0 0 

Inadequate ventilation 1 1 0 0 

8 8 0 0 

Factories with mechanical power 

Factories without mechanical power 

Other Premises (not including outworkers’ 
premises) 






