
RUNCORN URBAN DISTRICT 

Annual Report 
OF THE 

Medical Officer of Health 

FOR THE 

Year ending 31st December, 

1938 

RUNCORN: 

J. S. Edwards, Printer, 68 High Street. Tel. 2405. 

1939. 



/ 



Urban District Authority 

of Runcorn 

ANNUAL REPORT 
1938 

E. N. HILLMAN GRAY, 
L.R.C.P. & S., L.M., D.P.H. 

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 



.1. .'L . ? 



A1 

URBAN DISTRICT OF RUNCORN. 1938. 

Chairman of the Council : 

Councillor C. E. BROOKER, j.p. 

Vice-Chairman of the Council : 

Councillor T. CLARE. 

Health Committee : 

Councillor J. W. JOHNSON, Chairman. 

Councillor W. GITTINS, j.p., c.c Vice-Chairman. 

Councillor T. H. Allaby. 
T. Ashley, J.P. 
C. E. Brooker, J.P. 
T Clare. 

Councillor A. G. Jeacock. 
„ T. J. Lloyd 
,, J. Newall 
,. C. C. Posnett 

Sir Wm. Dudley, Kt., O.B.E. J.P. | „ J. A. Robertson. 

Councillor C. Evans. „ P. Smith. J.P. 

,, W. Gregory „ W. Taylor, M.B. 
A. Grounds. ,, J. Taylor. 

,, J. Hayes. , J. Tildsley. 

J. M. Holt, M.B.E. „ G Wood. 

Clerk to the Council : 

JOHN HOWARD. 

Surveyor and Water Engineer : 

A. B. CUNNINGHAM, M. Inst., M. & Cy. E. 

Officials of Public Health Department. 

Medical Officer of Health and 

Medical Superintendent of Isolation Hospital : 

E. N. HILLMAN GRAY, l.r.c.p.&s., l.m., d.p.h. 

Sanitary Inspectors : 

*Senior : ALLEN DALE, m.s.i.a. Cert, rs.i., Meat & Foods. 

* Additional: J. W. E. JORDAN, m.s.i.a., (Cert L p’l) Meat & Foods 

* Also appointed Shops Inspector. 

Advisory Officer to the Public Health Department : 

J. T. SHAW. 

Matron of Isolation Hospital : 

Miss M. E. EDWARDS, s.r.n, s.c.m. 

Certs, in Fever Nursing and Housekeeping. 





I 

INTRODUCTION 

To the Chairman and Members of the 

Urban District Council of Runcorn. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year ending December 

31st., 1938, together with vital statistics and the Report of the 

Sanitary Administration of the Urban District. 

1 commenced my duties here on 1st April, 1938 as Medical Officer 

of Health of the Runcorn Urban and Rural Districts. Prior to this 

period Dr. J. B. Murphy had been acting as part time Medical Officer 

of Health and I have to thank him for his help ; he has also acted for 

me when I was away for any reason vide arrangements made by my 

Council. 

This has been an exceptionally busy year owing to the varied 

and increased duties connected with the Air Raid Precautions Ser¬ 

vices together with Public Health Administration. 

The re-housing of the families from Clearance Areas and Back 

to Back houses fas confirmed by the Ministry) has now been com¬ 

pleted. 

The Council’s policy of providing alternate accommodation for 

the families of overcrowded tenements, namely those tenements which 

were overcrowded previously to the ‘Appointed Day,” January 1st., 

1937, as well as that of overcrowding from natural causes, has been 

consistently pursued throughout the year with satisfactory results. 

At present it has been found that there are 31 houses over¬ 

crowded which cannot be relieved by interchange of houses, and to 

meet this need a larger type of house is required at a subsidised rent. 

My Council have therefore decided to build, and they are now 

negotiating for land for this purpose. 
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The figure of 31 houses is a minimum figure, as consideration 

was given principally to younger families who would have many 

years in bad conditions before leaving home for any reason. 

During the year under review, the total number of Infectious 

cases are less than in the previous year. It has nevertheless been a 

year of anxiety in regard to Diphtheria cases, as these have 

increased from 134 in the year 1937 to 159 for this year. 

To meet the necessity of reducing the number of Diphtheria 

cases my Council have started an Immunisation Scheme (full par¬ 

ticulars given in report; and up to date, 31st December. 1938, over 

2,600 children had been enrolled. I look forward therefore to a 

greatly reduced number of Diphtheria cases in the future. 

A Cubicle Block is urgently required to meet the needs of the 

Isolation Hospital accommodation and my Council intend to provide 

for this at an early date: 

The Formalin Treatment as mentioned in the Report has proved 

satisfactory in the treatment of Nasal and Throat Diphtheria carriers, 

also in the preventive treatment of immediate contacts of Diphtheria. 

I wish to return my sincere thanks to the Chairman and Members 

ot the Health Committee for Iheir invaluable help and co-operation, 

also to the Clerk to the Council, Mr. John Howard and his staff ; 

the Surveyor, Mr A. B. Cunningham and his staff ; the Local 

Doctors ; Matron of the Isolation Hospital, Miss M. E. Edwards ; 

the Senior Sanitary Inspector, Mr. A. Dale ; the Additional Sanitary 

Inspector, Mr. J. W. E. Jordan ; Part-time Advisory Officer, Mr. 

J. T. Shaw, and the Clerk to the Public Health Department, Mr. A. 

Sproston. 

I beg to remain, 

Your obedient servant, 

E. N. Hillman Gray, 

Medical Officer of Health. 
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SECTION A—Statistics and Social Conditions 

of the Area 

(a) Area (in acres) 2,90+, 

(including- about 100 acres of water surface) 

(b) Estimated Population (mid 1938) .... 23,340 

(c) Number of Inhabited Houses (end 1938) 

according to the Rate Books ••• 6,477 

(d) Rateable Value of the District ••• £\28,840 

(e) Sum represented by one penny rate (approx) £487 

(f) Density of Population. Number of Persons 

per acre (estimated population mid 1938) 8.03 

(g-) Average number of persons per 

inhabited house. (Estimated population 

mid 1938) ... ... ... 3.6 

Runcorn is distinctly urban in character, situated on the 

south bank of the estuary of the River Mersey. The ground rises 

from the river, the highest point being at Runcorn Hill, 256 feet 

above sea level. 

The town is built on red sandstone with pockets of boulder 

clay. 

Chemical Industries and Tanneries absorb the bulk of the 

working population of the town. Many young people are engaged 

in Wire Works and Jam Works situated in the Rural District, while 

persons of all ages are employed on the river and canals. 

The conditions of labour from the health point ot view are 

good. 

The unemployment figures for the year 1938 compared with 

those for the previous year are as follows 

Insured Population. 

Year Men Women Juveniles Total 

1937 6002 471 1008 7481 

1938 6365 609 1077 8051 
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Number of Persons unemployed 

Men Women Juv. Total 

Wholly unemployed 31st Dec. 1937 271 47 132 450 

•» n t t 1938 312 40 136 488 

Temp, stopped n 1937 25 15 1 41 

It t t 11 1938 35 29 14 78 

Normally in casual 

employment 11 1937 43 — 10 53 

t t t t > t 1938 37 — — 37 

Total 31st Dec. 1937 339 62 143 544 

> > t > 1938 384 69 150 603 

% Vital Statistics 
Total M F 

(Legitimate 352 192 160 ) Birth Rate per 1,000 of the 
LIVE BIRTHS 11llegitimate 4 2 2 estimated resident popu- 

1 -) lation.,.15.2 
356 194 162 

STILL BIRTHS . 18 12 6 Rate per 1,000 total (live 
and still) births...48.1 

DEATHS . 257 132 125 Death Rate per 1,000 of the 
estimated resident popu- 
lation...ll.01 

Deaths from puerperal causes 
(Headings 29 and 30 of the Registrar-General’s Short List) 

Deaths Rate per 1,000 
(live and still) 

births 

No. 29 Puerperal sepsis nil nil 

No. 30 Other puerperal causes nil nil 

Total ... ... ... nil ... nil 

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age 

All infants per 1,000 live births (21 Deaths) Death Rate 58.9 

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ,, 59.6 

Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ,, nil 

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... ... 37 
,, Measles (all ages) ... ... 1 

,, Whooping Cough (all ages) 0 

,, Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) 2 

Particulars of any unusual or excessive mortality during the 

year which has received or required comment. 

The causes of the highest Mortality were 

Heart Disease ... 69 

Cancer ... ... 37 
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There were 128 deaths of persons over 65 years of age 

M F Total 

From 65-69 Number of deaths 27 10 37 

,, 70-79 29 38 67 

„ 80-89 y y yy 9 12 21 

,, 90-99 y y yy 2 2 

,, 100 years 11 

Causes of Sickness or Invalidity. 

There have been no cases of sickness or invalidity which 

have been specially noteworthy in this area during the year beyond 

the sporadic outbreaks of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever which one 

could not attribute to any conditions of occupation or environment, 

and there is no evidence, statistical or otherwise, that unemployment 

has exercised any significant influence on the health or physique of 

children or adults. 

Table of Comparative Rates. 

Year 
Estimated 
Mid-Year 
Population 

Birth 
Rate 

Death 
Rate 

Adjusted 
Death Rate 

* * 
Infantile 
Mortality 

1938 23,340 15.2 11.01 12.33 58.9 

1937 23,220 15.5 13.17 14.7 66.3 

1936* 22,903 15.3 11.3 12.6 45.0 

1935 18,200 13.7 10.98 36.0 

1934 18,130 15.9 9.5 41.5 

1933 18,050 18.0 11.3 55.3 

1932 18,090 15.03 11.9 88.2 

193lt 18,310 16.2 10.7 60.4 

* * Adjusted Death Rate arrived at by application of Areal 

Comparability Factor, viz 1.12 

* Area extended to include Weston and part of 

Halton Population increased by 4,653 

£ Census Year 

Inquests were held regarding 18 deaths 12 of which were 

inward transfers. 
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SECTION B—General Provision of Health Services 
for the Area 

(a) Laboratory facilities 

Runcorn is fortunate in that the Biological Institute of Messrs. 

Evans Sons Lescher & Webb, Ltd., is established in the Town. 

The Institute examines pathological specimens and supplies 

serum for cases of Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever and Anthrax. 

(b) Ambulance facilities 

One new up-to-date ambulance for infectious cases. The am¬ 

bulance service for the area is adequate, arrangements are in 

force with the Rural District for co-ordination of ambulance 

services. For general cases arrangements are made, with a 

local firm of garage proprietors. 

(c) Home Nursing 

Runcorn District Nursing Association 3 Nurses 

Number of Midwifes practising in the District—6 14 County 

and 2 independent midwifes 

Cd) Clinics and Treatment Centres are under the direct control of 

the County Council. 

Child Welfare. Each Tuesday and Wednesday 2-4 p.m. I At Clinic 

AntE-Natal—Fortnightly on Thursdays 9-30 a.m V High St., 

Orthopaedic—First Friday in each Month 11 a.m. ) Runcorn. 

School • ■. ••• ••• ••• ••• •• Each morning 

Dental ... ••• ... In connection with School Clinics 

Eye ... ... ••• ••• In connection with School Clinics 

Tuberculosis ... ... ... Each Thursday 11 a.m. at 

Runcorn Victoria Memorial Hospital. 

Public Vaccinator ... ... ... ... ... ... Dr. Murphy 

Specialists and Hospital accommodation are provided by the 

County Council for cases of Puerperal Fever. 

(e) Hospitals. 

The Runcorn Victoria Memorial Hospital is aVoluntary Hospital 

with 32 beds, staffed by the local Medical Practitioners and 

Visiting Consulting Surgeons from Liverpool who attend on 

the following days 

Mr. G. E. C. Simpson ... ••• Wednesdays (General/ 

Dr. Malpas ••• ••• ... Tuesdays (Gynaecological) 

Dr. Rankine ... ... ... Fridays (Eyes) 

Mr. Forster ... ... ... Monthly on Tuesdays 

(Ear, Nose & Throat) 

The Cheshire County Council Public Assistance Hospital is 

at Dutton, about 4 miles from the centre of Runcorn. 

Small Pox Hospital. 

My Council have an arrangement with the Warrington 

Corporation whereby cases of Small-Pox may be isolated in the 

Warrington Hospital. 
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The Runcorn Isolation Hospital is under the control of the 

Urban District Council with the Medical Officer of Health as Medical 

Superintendent. There are 20 beds and 12 cots. Arrangements are 

made whereby infectious cases can be sent to Dutton Fever Hospital 

if the Runcorn Isolation Hospital is full and vice-versa. 

Patients suffering from surgical complications such as 

Mastoiditis are sent for operation to Fazakerley Hospital, Liverpool, 

by arrangement with Liverpool Corporation. 

SECTION C—Sanitary Circumstances 

1. (I)—Water. 

The Water supply consists of a mixture in approxi¬ 

mately equal proportions of soft water from Lake Vyrnwy and hard 

Runcorn well water. It is frequently tested, both Chemically and 

Bacteriologically and for this purpose samples are taken approximate¬ 

ly eight times a year. 

The report on the analysts bacteriological and chemical 

examinations of the water are as follows : — 

Physical Characters. 

“It is a chemically pure and bacteriologically 

sound water of wholesome potable quality” 

There were no new sources of water supply used 

during 1938. 

(II) Drainage & Sewerage. 

Most of the sewers empty into one large intercepting 

sewer which passes under tffie Manchester Ship Canal at 

No Man’s Land. Another sewer dips under the Ship Canal 

at the Westerly boundary of the District and is discharged 

similarly into the Mersey estuary. 

There were no extensions of sewers during the year 

under review although the question of the adequacy of existing sewers 

is being investigated by an expert. 

3. II)— Closet Accommodation. 

During the year my Council decided to proceed with the 

conversion of Tipper and Pail Closets under the Public Health Act 

1936. There are approximately 150 tipper and 15 pail closets in the 

area and the conversion of these will bring all sanitary accommodation 

on to water carriage. 

(II) Public Cleansing. 

The collection of house refuse is carried out by the 

Local Authority over the whole district. The collection from dwell- 

inghouses is carried out weekly also the collection of trade refuse. 

Disposal is by tipping into old quarries on the stonehills. 



* 

' 

. 



8 

111—SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA. 

The following tabular statement is furnished by the Senior 

Sanitary Inspector under Article 27 (18) of the Sanitary Officers 

(outside London) Regulations 1935 or Article 19 of the Sanitary 

Officers Order 1926: 

Inspections made for all purposes ... ... 4,742 
Nuisances dealt with ... ... 1,652 
Notices served (Informal re 300 houses) ... 281 
Prosecutions re exchange of toys fo r rags ... 1 

Nuisances Dealt 

Defective or choked drains 

With. 

31 
,, ,, ,, water closets ... 43 

New drains provided • • • • • • ... 3 
Waste water closets converted ... 1 
Defective eaves gutters and downspouts . . 98 

roofs ••• ••• ••• ... 110 
,, yard surfaces • • « • • • 78 
,, sinks and sink waste pipes ... 43 

Dampness of rooms ... 110 
Defective ceilings ... ... 51 

,, internal walls • • • • • » ... 199 
,, external house walls • • • • • • 83 
,, yard walls • • • • • • 11 
,, water closet walls • • • • • • 25 
,, house floor and steps ... 148 
,, water closet floors ••• ... 13 
,, doors and door frames • • • • • • 49 
,, windows 

• 
129 

,, stairs ••• • •• 7 
,, woodwork of fixtures ... 27 

Handrails provided • • • • • • ... 20 
Defective fireplaces and firegrates ... ... 24 

,, and insufficient washing boilers 33 
,, chimneys • • • • • • ... 20 

Nuisance from smoke ... ... 14 
Insufficient ashes accommodation • • • • • • 78 

,, water supply ... ... 24 
,, ventilation ... ••• ••• 41 
,, lighting . ... 9 

Animals so kept as to be a nuisance ... 12 
Dirty and verminous conditions ... 107 
Limewashing Bakehouses ••• ... 7 

Cowsheds . ... 4 

Total 1652 



. 
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iv. Shops :- 

There are 495 shops in the district of the Local Authority 
and during the year 290 inspections of the same have been made. 
Apart from a few minor contraventions, the shops were found to be 
in a satisfactory condition in relation to ventilation, temperature and 
sanitary accommodation. 

The provisions of the Employment of Young Persons Act 
and the Shops (Closing Hours) Act were observed fairly generally, 
and apart from a number of warnings given no other action was 
deemed necessary. 

v. Smoke Abatement 

During the year observations have been made for the pur¬ 
pose of smoke abatement, and where representations have been made 
to local industrial firms, a willingness to co-operate with the Local 
Authority in an attempt to minimise the smoke nuisance, has readily 
been shown 

It has not been found necessary to take any legal proceedings. 
No prosecutions have been instituted for the firing of house chimneys 
during the year. 





11 

FACTORIES ACT 1937 

1. — Inspection of Factories. 

Inspections 
Written 
Notices 

Factories with Mechanical Power 
Factories without Mechanical Power 
Other Buildings (Building Engineering 
Construction) 

62 

36 
13 

1 

8 

2.—Defects Found. 

TOTAL 106 14 

Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

Nil 

Want of Clealiness (S.l) ... 
Ineffective Drainage of Floors (S,6) 

Insufficient 
Unsuitable or 
Defective 

Not sep’r’te for sex's 
Other Offences 

TOTAL 

Sanitary I 
Conveniences 1 

(S.7) I 

Found Remedied 
Referred to 

H.M. Inspector 

7 7 — 

2 2 — 
2 — — 

33 12 — 

— _ _ 

27 6 21 

71 27 21 Nil 

Number of Outworkers Lists 1 Contractor. 3 Outworkers. 

Number of Underground Bakehouses in use — One. 

Tabular Statement of Factories, 

Bakehouses 18 Gas Workers ... 1 

Blacksmith -• 1 Laboratories ... 2 

Boat Building 6 Laundry ... 5 

Boot Repairing 10 Millinery ... 2 

Brick Making 1 Pasteurising Plant ••• ... 1 

Builders 10 Plumbers ... 2 

Cabinet Makers 1 Printers ... 3 

Chemicals ... 4 Sailmaking ... ... 1 

Coach Building 1 Salt Works ... ... 1 

Electricity ... 2 Stone Masons ... 2 

Engineering Construction 7 Tanning ... 3 

Engineering (Motors) 7 Tailoring ... 2 

Extract Process 1 Tinsmith ... 1 

Firewood Maker ... 1 Undertakers ••• ... 1 

Foundries ••• 2 

The above Industries are entered in the register kept for the 

purpose, and a list of outworkers has been forwarded to the authority 

concerned. 
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vi Swimming Baths 

The Urban District Council maintain a Swimming Bath 

which is open on weekdays during the summer months and is in 

charge of the Baths Superintendent 

The bath is supplied with water partly from a spring and 

partly Town’s mains which is passed through a filtration plant charged 

with chlorine. It is tested for its purity and chlorine content at 

least once a month during the season. 

Physical Characteristics 

Free Chlorine 0.2 parts per million. The water is quite 

satisfactory in the bacteriological sense. 

vii. Eradication of Bed Bugs. 

The following particulars are given of action taken for the 

eradication of bed bugs. 

Infested Disinfested 

1. (a) Number of Council houses 4 4 

(b) Number of other houses 103 103 

The methods employed for freeing infested houses includes the 

application of strong vermicides and fumigants of high potency, 

(1) Vermicine 

(2) Slatford Insecticide made by British Fumigants Ltd. 

3, For ensuring that the belongings of tenants are free from vermin 

before removal to Council houses fumigation with Hydrocyanic 

Acid is carried out, whilst the bedding is disinfected by steam 



. 
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4. The fumigation with Hydrocyanic Acid is carried out by a con¬ 

tractor and the steam disinfestation by the Local Authority. 

5. As a means of preventing- infestation or re-infestation after 

cleansing, advice is given by the Officials of the Local Authority 

to householders. 

4—Schools 

During the year 31 inspections of public elementary schools 

have been made ; the sanitary accommodation has been considerably 

improved and the water supply is good and adequate. 

In conjunction with the Schools Medical Officer of Health of 

the County Council, every effort has been made to protect the health 

of the scholars, and all the schools in the area where found necessary 

have been disinfected during the year as a precaution against the 

spread of infection. 

SECTION D —Housing 

Number of inhabited Houses in Urban District 31st December, 

1938 ... ... ... ... 6477 

Density of houses (number of houses per acre) ... 2.23 

Number of new houses erected during 1938 ... 223 

By Local Authority ... ... 82 

By other bodies or persons ... 141 

Number of houses owned by Local Authority ... 302 

1 — Inspection of dwelhnghouses during 1938 

1 (a) Total number of dwelhnghouses inspected 

for housing defects (under Public Health 

or Housing Acts) ... ... 546 

(b) Number of inspections made for the 

purpose ••• . . ... 1163 

2 (a) Number of dwelhnghouses (included under 

sub head (l) above) which were inspected 

and recorded under the Housing Consoli¬ 

dated Regulations 1925 ... ... 96 

(b) Number of inspections made for the 

purpose ... ... ... 336 
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3 Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a 

state so dangerous or injurious to health as 

to be unfit for human habitation ... 1 

4 Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those 

referred to under the previous sub-head) 

found not to be in all respects reasonably 

fit for human habitation ... ... 204 

II Remedy of defects during the year without 

service of formal notices. 

Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered 

fit in consequence of informal action by the 

Local Authority or their officers ... 218 

III—Action under Statutory Powers during the year 

(A) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 

16 of,the Housing Act, 1936. 

(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect 

of which noticeswere served requiring 

repairs ... ... ... nil 

(2) Number of dwellinghouses which 

were rendered fit after service of 

formal notices. 

(a) By owners ... ... nil 

(b) By Local Authority in default 

of owners ... ... nil 

(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts. 

(!) Number of dwellinghouses in respect 

of which notices were served requiring 

defects to be remedied ... ... 29 

(2) Number of dwellinghouses in which 

defects were remedied after service 

of formal notices ... ... 32 

(a) By owners ... ... 28 

(b) By Local Authority in default 

of owners ... 4 

(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 & 13 

of the Housing Act. 1936 

(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect 

of which Demolition Orders were 

made ... ••• ... 1 

(2) Number of dwellinghouses demo¬ 

lished in pursuance of Demolition 

Orders ••• ••• 58 
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(D) Proceedings under Section 12 of the 

Housing Act, 1936. 

(1) Number of separate tenements or 

underground rooms in respect of 

which Closing Orders were made • •• nil 

(2) Number of separate tenements or 

underground rooms in respect of 

which Closing Orders were deter¬ 

mined the tenement or room having 

been rendered fit t ... ••• nil 

4-. Housing Act 1936—Part IV—Overcrowding 

'a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at end of year ... 60 

(ii) Number of families dwelling therein ... ... ... 60 

(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein ... ... ... 436 

(b) —Number ot new cases of overcrowding 

reported during the year ... ... ... ... ... 11 

(c) — (i) Number of cases of overcrowding 

relieved during the year ... ... ... ... ... 125 

(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... ... 807 

(d) — Particulars of any cases in which dwellinghouses 

have again become overcrowded after the Local 

Authority have taken steps for the abatement of 

overcrowding ... ... ... ... ... ... ... nil 

(e) -Any other particulars with respect to overcrowding 

conditions upon which the Medical Officer of 

Health consider it desirable to report 

Number of overcrowded houses in each ward on 31st December 1938 

Ward No. of Houses 
overcrowded 

No. of Families 
Dwelling therein 

No. of Persons 
Dwelling therein 

Bridgewater 8 8 67 

Central 11 11 86 
Halton 25 25 171 
Heath 2 2 13 
Mersey 6 6 38 
Newtown 5 5 39 
Weston 3 3 22 

Totals 60 60 436 
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SECTION E—Inspection and Supervision of Food. 
(a) Milk Supply 

Inuring: the year 90 inspections have been made of dairies 

and milkshops, and 40 inspections of the 12 farms in the district. 

There are 114 Purveyors of milk registered with the Local 

Authority and the following tabular statement describes the same :- 

Retail Purveyors (without premises in the district ... 8 

Wholesale ,, ,, ,, 2 

Retail & Wholesale ,, ,, 4 

Retail Dairymen (with premises in the district) 10 

Retail & Wholesale Dairymen 4 

Retail & Wholesale Dairymen & Cowkeepers 12 

Retail Purveyors of Bottled Milk only ... 74 

Total ... 114 

The premises inspected were invariably found in a clean 

condition. 

Eight samples of milk have been taken during the year for 

analysis, all of which were found to be satisfactory. 

Considerable business is done in the area in the bottling and 

purveying of milk, and in this direction it is insisted upon that all 

milk bottles are thoroughly and satisfactorily sterilised by the 

application of steam. 

Milk (Special Designations) Order) 1936. 

Licences have been granted under the above Order as follows 

To sell “Accredited Milk” ... ... ... 4 

To bottle and sell “ Accredited Milk” ... 1 

,, ,, ,, Pasteurised Milk .. 1 

6 
(b) Meat and Other Foods 

During the year 225 visits were made to the Public Abattoir, 

and private slaughter-house, and 132 visits to other premises where 

foods are prepared or sold. 

Ante-mortem and post-mortem examination of animals 

slaughtered have been made and the following table shows the num¬ 

ber of animals slaughtered and inspected during the year. 
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Carcases Inspected and Condemned 

Cattle 
exclud¬ 

ing 
Cows 

Cows Calves 
Sheep 

and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number Killed 120 452 33 918 82 

Number Inspected 117 439 30 856 80 

All Diseases except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole carcases 

condemned 

Carcases of which some 

part or organ was con¬ 

demned 

Percentage of the number 

inspected affected with 

disease other than Tuber¬ 

culosis 

nil nil nil nil nil 

2 9 nil 6 nil 

1.70 % 2.05 % nil 0.70 % nil 

Tuberculosis only 

Whole carcases 

condemned 

Carcases of which some 

part or organ was con¬ 

demned 

Percentage of the number 

inspected affected with 

Tuberculosis 

nil nil nil nil nil 

8 72 nil nil 3 

6.83% 16.40% nil nil 3.75 % 





Adulteration, etc 

Food and Drugs Adulteration Act. 

I am indebted to the Chief Inspector of the Cheshire County 

Council for the following report of the work carried out by his depart¬ 

ment in the Runcorn Urban District under the Foods Drugs Act 

during the year 1938:— 

Samples obtained during year ended 31st December 1938. 

Name of No No. not up Name of No, No not up 
Article Obtained to Standard Article Obtained to Standard 

Baking Powder 1 Jam 2 1 

Beans in Lard 1 

Tomato Sauce 1 Margarine 1 

Boracic Ointment 1 Milk 32 1 
Butter 2 Olive Oil 1 
Cakes, Cream 1 Orange Crush 1 
Cheese 1 Parish’s 

Cheese, Cheshire 1 Chemical Food 1 

Cherries Glace 1 Peas, Dried 1 
Chocolate 1 Red Wine .1 
Coffee 2 Sausages 2 
Cough Mixture 1 Sulphur Tablets 1 
Cream 1 Sweets 1 
Custard Powder 1 Tea 1 
Dripping 1 White Wine 1 
Fruit, Tinned 1 — — 

Iodine, Tinct. of 1 Total 65 2 

Particulars of Samples adulterated or not up to Standard - 

Jam (Blackcurrant) contained 90 parts per million of Sulphur 

Dioxode Preservative—Manufacturers Cautioned. 

Milk 9.3 °/o deficient in fat Seller Cautioned. 

(d) Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food: 

This section is administered by the County Council. 

(e) Nutrition—Notice has been brought before the County 

Council asking them to have a supply of the Doctor’s Cook¬ 

ery Book available for Mothers attending the Clinic. This 

has been arranged. 

This book was also supplied to Domestic Science Classes, 

Mother’s Guilds and others I have thought it would be 

useful to. 
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It is hoped that the Science of Cookery will also be studied 

more in the Country generally, principally through Domestic 

Science Classes. In this connection one only could wish 

that the preventive foods were available for the poorer 

classes at a price suitable to their needs, although it is real¬ 

ised milk is usually supplied free of cost in the schools and 

Welfare Centres. 

A long term food policy is required in which the requirements of health, 

agriculture and industry would be considered in mutual relation. 

National Fitness Campaign. 

It is strongly recommended that this is made a real campaign 

with the co-operation of all concerned; taking into consideration my 

remarks on cookery and especially nutrition, all these must blend with 

good housing conditions, hygiene and sanitation generally. 

(f) Shell-fish (Molluscan) 

There are no Shell-fish beds in the area. 

SECTION F—Prevalence of and control over 
Infectious and Other Diseases. 

The prevailing varieties of notifiable infectious diseases during the year 
were mainly confined to Diphtheria and Scarlatina. Of the former we have at times 
experienced the two clinical types, nasal and laryngeal, present in the same person 
at the same time, but in the great majority of the cases treated the clinical variety 
to be met with was the laryngeal type. 

We have had no case of puerperal fever notified during the year. In many 
cases of Scarlatina and suspicious sorethroats, and in all suspected Diphtherias 
swabs have been taken and subjected to bacteriological examination and prompt 
use made of anti-toxins. The number of cases of Pneumonia notified was 15. 

The accommodation available in the Isolation Hospital has been used to the 
best advantage; 39 cases of Scarlatina had to be nursed at home in consequence of 
the concurrent outbreak of Diphtheria, and all precautions were taken by the Local 
Authority to minimise the spread of infection. 

We have been particularly free from Measles and Whooping Cough during the 
year. In all cases where school'intimations of suspected infectious diseases have 
been received at the Sanitary Department immediate action has been taken. 

Routine disinfections are carried out in all Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever 
cases which includes bedrooms and library books. 

In all cases of Tuberculosis the house is fumigated and the bedding disin¬ 
fected by steam A Manlove and Alliot steam disinfector is maintained for the 
purpose. During the year 28 beds were destroyed. 



* 
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Immunisation Scheme 

On the 13th June 1938. I submitted aScheme to my Council for the Immuni¬ 
sation against Diphtheria of children resident in the Urban District and who attend 
local Public Elementary Schools or who are under school age, the approximate cost 
being £547-4-0 covering a period of two years 

My Council passed the following resolution :- ‘ That the scheme submitted by 
the Medical Officer be approved and that he be authorised to make the necessary 
arrangements for the operation of the scheme, subject to the approval of the 

Ministry of Health/’ 

A letter dated 24th June. 1938, was received from the Ministry of Health 
giving his sanction under Sec. 177 (1) of the Public Health Act 1936, to the provision 
by the Council of facilities for carrying out the Schick test and the immunisation 
against Diphtheria of the poorer inhabitants of the District. 

2,600 children have been enrolled under the scheme out of an estimated 6,000 
children of ages 1 to 14 years. The number enrolled between the ages of 1 and 5 
years is 461, Every endeavour is being made to increase the number of enrolments 
especially of the younger childien so as to avoid carriers in the other groups con¬ 
veying the disease to non-immunised children in the 1 to 5 years of age group. So 
far it is regretted that there has been little or no increase in the number enrolled 
The matter will be further pursued with the aid of the press, posters and lectures. 

14 Sessions have been held to date, 31st December, 1938 The Medical 
Practitioners have carried out the injections in accordance with the rota scheme with 
the greatest keenness. 640 injections have been given, of this number 314 children 
have received two injections (628 injections) and 12 children one injection only, 

Formalin Treatment of Diphtheria Cases 

I have instituted a treatment for Diphtheria Nose and Throat Carriers 
which is proving successful, 

The patients are given the treatment twice a day for approximately seven 
days while in hospital and are then swabbed prior to discharge—90% have been 
cured. 

The treatment is also given twice daily for approximately seven days as 
below without swabbing:—My Council have agreed to pay 51- to Medical Practi¬ 
tioners for this treatment for all First Contacts of a Diphtheria case. 

The treatment is given at the patients own home and they are allowed to 
carry on their own duties while receiving the treatment, except in special cases of 
persons working in food stores In these cases swabs are taken and if positive, 
they are removed to hospital. 

Prescription for Formalin Special Treatment as follows— 

Formaldehyde 
Gelatine 

11% 
2% 

15% 

1% 
100% 

Industrial Spirit 
Ol Menth Pip. 
Aq. Dist, Ad 

This has been costed at the rate of 4/- per quart. 
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Special Formalin Solution for the Treatment of Diphtheria (Nasal and 
Throat) carriers. 

For Nasal Carriers—Dilute 1-20 i.e. Half a tablespoonful to half a 
tumblerful of warm water. 

For Throat Carriers—And as a general preventative gargle. 10 drops 
of solution to half a tumblerful of warm water. 

1— The patient should blow the nose hard. 

2— A cotton wool compress is lightly twisted with a point about 4 c.m long, so 
as to remain porous. 

3— The plug is impregnated with a Solution of Formalin Special Treatment 1 in 20 
and the plug gently inserted well into the nose. The plug should remain in 
position for half-an-hour and care should be taken to see that the patient does 
not move the plug from position. 

4— During this lime the patient should gargle with a solution of Formalin Special 
Treatment—(10 drops to half a glass of water). 

5— At the end of half-an-hour the plug is removed. To avoid re-infection the 
patient must be forbidden to touch the nose. With children it may be advis¬ 
able to bind the fingers with sterile dressing. 

6— The treatment is repeated twice daily until at least three tests give a negative 
result. (Hospital Cases only) 

In cases where the Formalin Treatment is unsuccessful :— 

1—A Virulence test is carried out—and if cases are Non-Virulent, these are 
discharged, if Virulent, Formalin Treatment is continued or action taken as 
para 2 below. 

2 — In certain children having unhealthy tonsils or Adenoids—these are suitably 
operated on, resulting in negative swabs. 



- 
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Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) 

during the Year 1938. 

The following' table includes particulars of the incidence 
of notifiable diseases in the area during the year 1938. 

Disease 

Total 
Cases 

Notified * 

Cases 
admitted to 
Hospital 

Total 
Deaths 

Scarlet Fever 124 83 
Diphtheria ... 159 142 1 

Erysipelas ... 13 1 

Pneumonia ••• 15 14 

* An analysis of the total notified cases under the following age- 

groups are given below : 

1 year, 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-, 5-, 10-, 15-, 20-, 35-, 45-, 65 and over. 

Total 
Cases 
at all 
ages 

Under 1 2 3 4 5 10 15 20 35 45 65 
Disease 1 to to to to to to to to to to and 

year 2 3 4 5 10 15 20 35 45 65 over 

Scarlet 
Fever 124 4 8 4 12 57 27 9 1 2 

Diphtheria 
F neumonia 

159 7 2 3 15 53 31 18 17 5 8 

(Prim) 15 3 2 1 1 5 2 2 i 
Erysipelas 13 1 2 3 6 i 

311 1 13 11 7 28 110 59 27 25 12 16 2 

Antitoxin is provided free to medical practitioners and can be 
obtained at any time from the local laboratories of Messrs. Evans 
Sons Lescher & Webb. In few diseases is prompt treatment as 
necessary as in Diphtheria and it is very gratifying to state that 
almost all cases had had antitoxin given by the private practitioners 
before removal to hospital. 

Swabs from suspected cases of Diphtheria are examined at 
Messrs. Evans Sons Lescher & Webb’s laboratory. 

Swabs examined during 1938 2312, Positive 389, Negative 1923. 
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Incidence of Infectious Diseases. 

Cases removed to Hospital. 
Double 

Infections 
Name of Hospital Diphtheria Scarlet Fever (Dipb-S.F.) Erysipelas Total 

Runcorn 120 76 3 199* 

Dutton 21 5 2 l 29 

Fazakerley 4 0 4 

Clatterbridge 1 1 

Average length of stay in Runcorn Isolation Hospital—33 days. 
* 7 of the 199 cases admitted to the Runcorn Isolation Hospital were transferred 

to other Hospitals. 
Classified Table of Cancer Deaths. 

Age 0-30 30-50 50-70 70 over 

M F M F M F M F 

Breast — — _ _ _ 1 _ _ 1 

Colon — — — — 2 1 — — 3 

Genital Organs 1 1 — 2 — 1 — — 5 

Face — — — — — — 1 — 1 

Kidney — — — 1 — 1 — 1 3 

Liver — — — — — — — 1 1 

Lungs — — 1 2 — 1 — 4 

Lymph Glands — — — — 1 — — — 1 

Pancreas ... 1 1 

Prostate — — — — 1 — — — 1 

Rectum — — — — 2 1 — — 3 

Remainder of 

Intestinal Tract — 1 — 1 — — — — 2 

Stomach — — — 1 2 — 1 1 5 

Heart — — — — 2 — — 1 3 

Throat & Mouth . — . - — — 2 — — — 2 

Tongue — — — — — — 1 — 1 

Male Deaths 

Female Deaths 

1 

2 

1 

5 

14 

5 

4 

5 

1 Total 

/ 37 

The 37 deaths from Cancer give a rate of 1.58 per 1,000 of population or 14.39% 
of total number (257) deaths reported during the year. 
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TOTAL DEATHS. 

S.D.30. 

RUNCORN URBAN DISTRICT, 

CAUSES OP DEATH Males. Females. 

All Causes 132 

1 Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers ... ... ... — 

2 Measles ... .... ... ... ... ... 1 

3 Scarlet fever ... ... ... ... ... ... — 

4 Whooping cough ... ... . — 

5 Diphtheria ... ... ... ... ... ... — 

6 Influenza ... ... ... ... ... — 2 

7 Encephalitis lethargica „ ... ... .. 1 

8 Cerebo-spinal fever ... ... ... .... ... — 

9 Tuberculosis respiratory system ... ... ... 6 

10 Other tuberculosis diseases ... ... ... — 

11 Syphilis ... ... ... ... ... ... — 

12 General paralysis of the insane, tabes dorsalis ... 1 

13 Cancer, malignant disease ... ... ... 20 

14 Diabetes . 1 

15 Cerebal haemorrhage, &c. 10 

16 Heart disease ... ... ... ... ... 29 

17 Aneurysm .. — ... ... ... ... — 

18 Other circulatory diseases ... ... ... ... 6 

19 Bronchitis ... ...‘ ... ... ... ... 1 

20 Pneumonia (all forms) ... ... ... ... 6 

21 Other respiratory diseases ... ... ... ... 2 

22 Peptic ulcer ... ... ... ... ... ... 5 

125 

1 

1 

5 

17 

12 

40 

3 

1 

8 

0 

3 
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Males Females 

23 Diarrhoea, &c, (under 2 years) 2 — 

24 Appendicitis .. 1 i 

25 Cirrhosis of liver — i 

26 Other diseases of liver, etc — — 

27 Other digestive diseases 1 2 

28 Acute and chronic nephritis 3 3 

29 Puerperal sepsis — — 

30 Other puerperal causes — — 

31 Congenital debility, premature birth, 

malformations, etc ... 10 5 

32 Senility 1 3 

33 Suicide 2 — 

34 Other violence 9 10 

35 Other defined diseases ... 12 9 

36 Causes ill-defined or unknown — — 

Diarrhoea (2 years and over) . — — 

Special Causes (included in No. 35 above) ... — — 

Small-pox ... — — 

Poliomyelitis — — 

Polioencephalitis ... ... — — 

Deaths of Infants . 
, , i Legitimate 

under 1 year (lllegitimate . ... 

13 
... 13 

8 
8 

(Total ... 194 162 
Livn Births ■]Legitimate . ... ... 192 160 

(illegitimate ... 2 2 

(Total . 
Stillbirths -! Legitimate 

(illegitimate 

... 12 6 
... 12 6 

Population ... ... ... ... ... ... Estimated 23,340 

Comparability Factor—1.12 
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Birth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality 
Maternal Death-rates and Case-rates for certain 
Infectious Diseases in the year 1938 

England and Wales, 
London, 126 Great Towns 
and 148 Smaller Towns 

(Provisional Figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns) 

148 
126 Smaller 

County Towns London 
Runcorn England Boro's and (Resident Ad minis- 

Urban and Great Towns Populations trative 
Distriet Wales including 25.000 io County 

London 50,000 at 
1931 Census) 

Rates per 1,000 Population 
R1RTHQ 

Live 15,2 15.1 15.0 15.4 13.4 

Still .77 0.60 0 65 0.60 0.48 

DEATHS 
All Causes ... 11.01 11.6 11.7 11.0 11.4 

Typhoid and 1 
Paratyphoid fevers J 0.00 0.00 0.00 0,00 0.00 

Smallpox ... 0.00 0,00 — 0.00 — 

Measles 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.03 0.06 

Scarlet fever 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Whooping Cough ... 0 00 0.C3 0.03 0.02 0.03 

Diphtheria... 0 04 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.05 

Influenza ... 0-12 0.11 0.10 0.11 0.06 

NOTIFICATIONS— 

Smallpox ... 0.00 0 00 0.00 0.00 — 

Scarlet Fever 5.31 2.41 2.60 2.58 2.05 

Diphtheria 6.81 1.5S 1.85 1.53 1.90 

Enteric fever 0.00 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.05 

Erysipelas .. 0.55 0.40 0.46 0.39 0.46 

Pneumonia 0.64 1.10 1.28 0.98 0.98 

Deaths under 1 year 

Rates per 1,000 Live Births 

57 51 57 of age ... 58.9 53 

Deaths from Diarr- | 
hoei and Enteris > 

under 2 years of age ) 

5.6 5.5 7.8 3.6 13.1 

maternal 
MORTALITY— 

0.89 ) 
2,19 r 

Puerperal Sepsis Not available 
Others 

3.08 ) 
Totals 

— 

Rates per 1,000 Total Births (i-e. Live and Still) 

MATERNAL 
MORTALITY— 

0.86 ' 
2.11 • 

Puerperal Sepsis 

Others 
_ Not available 

Total — 2.97 

NOTIFICATIONS— 
( 3 53 

Puerperal Fever 1 — 1.42 18.08 12.51 j 15.46 
Puerperal Pyrexia J — 
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fa) Prevention of Blindness. 

Provided for by the County Council, 

(b) Tuberculosis. 

No person employed in the milk trade was found suffering 

from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, nor was it found necessary 

to compulsorily remove to hospital any person suffering: 

from Tuberculosis. 

Particulars of the 36 new cases of Tuberculosis and of the 

11 deaths from the disease in the area during 1938. 

New Cases Deaths 

Age 
Periods 

Non- Non- 
Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory 

M F M F M F M F 

0—1 
1—4 
5—14 

— — 
9 

1 — — — — 

_ _ 2 4 _ _ _ — 

15—24 1 2 1 1 — 1 — — 

25—34 2 4 — 1 1 1 — — 

35—44 3 2 1 1 2 1 — — 

45—54 2 1 — 1 2 — — — 

55—64 1 2 — — 1 1 — — 

65 upwards — 1 — — — 1 — — 

Totals 9 12 6 9 6 5 — — 

10 of the 11 deaths were Notified Cases 

Specimens of Sputum from suspected Pulmonary Tuberculosis are examined 
at the Cheshire County Council’s Laboratory. 

During the year 1938 the following Sputums were dealt with :- 

Total No. of Sputums Negative Positive 

102 90 12 

Tuberculosis Cases on Register Comparative Rates 

Year 

Estimated 
Population 

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Total 
All 

Forms 

No. per 1,000 
of Population 

M F M F 

1938 23,340 32 32 52 37 153 6.5 
1937 23,220 33 36 58 41 168 7.2 

•1956 22,903 31 32 52 48 163 7.1 
1935 18,200 19 25 39 39 122 6.7 
1934 18,130 15 19 36 34 104 5.7 
1933 18,050 15 19 37 35 106 5.8 
1932 18,090 20 16 29 35 100 5.5 
1931 

Census 
Year 

18.310 16 16 32 35 99 5.4 

* Extended Area—Weston and part of Halton. Pop. increased by 4,653 
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Annual Report of Canal Boat Inspector. 

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I have pleasure in presenting- to you a report of Canal Boats 

inspected during the year 1938. 

Runcorn became an Authority for the Registration of Canal 

Boats in the year 1878. and since then, 1,160 have been registered. 

During the past year the Registrations of 10 boats have been 

cancelled, the boats themselves having been either broken up or dis¬ 

posed of in an approved manner, and there are 599 boats still on the 

register. 

There has been 404 Canal Boats inspected during the year and 

19 boats with 30 contraventions of the Acts and Regulations have been 

reported and the contraventions remedied. 

It has not been found necessary to take any legal action. 

The contraventions dealt with are herewith given :— 

No. of boats 

Nature of Contravention. affected, 

Leaking decks ... ... ... ... 10 

Leaking sides of cabins ... ... ... 4 

Painting of cabins overdue ... ... 5 

Defective stove pipes inside cabins ... 3 

Defective woodwork of cabin doors ... 1 

Dilapidated certificate ... ... ... 1 

No certificate on board ... ... ... 2 

Name or number of boat obliterated ... 4 

Total-..30 



■ 
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The four hundred and four boats inspected were registered to 

accomodate one thousand five hundred and seventeen adult persons. 

Where children are carried on the boats, two children under 12 

years of age are reckoned as being equivalent to one adult. 

There were found on board five hundred and forty-seven men, 

one hundred and eighty-one women and one hundred and sixty-six 

children, giving the following percentage of occupants :- 

Men, 61.19% Women, 20.25% Children, 18.56% 

Table of Comparative Figures. 

Year No. of 
Boats Men 

Occupants. 
Women Children Men 

Percentages. 
Women Children 

1938 404 547 181 166 61.19 20.25 18.56 
1937 473 626 262 233 55.84 23.38 20.78 
1956 458 594 259 214 55.67 24.28 20.05 
1935 460 591 232 224 56.44 22.16 21.40 
1934 458 601 201 204 59.74 20.00 20.26 

It will be seen that the percentage of men is higher for the 

year under review and that of women and children lower. 

The number and ages of children found on board are given in 

the following table :— 

Age 

Under 1 yr. 1 2 5 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 15 Total 

9 10 16 17 12 10 13 17 3 15 7 12 15 10 166 

There has been no case of infectious disease reported on board 

a Canal Boat during the year. 

Yours obediently, 

A. Dale, 

Canal Boat Inspector. 
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