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Dear S i r^ 

SOME time ago I gave you tKe 

trouble of looking Over the fol¬ 

lowing fheets in maiiulcript, with 

which you faid you was much plea- 

fed. 
* ** 

The approbation of fo good a 

judge has eniboldned me to print 

them, and I do not know a more 

proper perfon to whom to add reft 
i 

them. 

The rank you have long and de- 

fervedly borne in the profeffioh, and 

the chara^er you have always main¬ 

tained in it as an honeft man, as a 

judicious and fair practitioner, give 

you*a juft claim to the regard of all 
its members. 



By this addrefs 1 mean to exprefs 

my fenfe of your merit, and my 

eflimation of your friendfbip; but 

left what I intend as a civility fhould 

become offenftve, I will not add 

any thing which, tho’ ftridlly, true, 

might have the appearance of flat¬ 

tery, nor make a needlefs recital of 

thofe good Qjialities which you arc 

fo well known to poflefs. 

I heartily wifh you continuance 

of health, and am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moji obedient Servant^ 

Watlmg‘Street 
2 Feb^. 1762. 

\ 

■ V,. 

Percivall Pottr 



PREFACE 

To the Second Edition. 

K following traSi'y us the title 

expreffes^ is defgned as p fupple- 

ment to onepublifhedafewyears ugo', 

one of the objeSiions to which was, that 

it was defeEiive in matter^ and ought 

to have comprehended the falfe hernicB; 

they being as real difeafeSy and re¬ 

quiring Chirurgical afftfance as jnuch 

as the true, 
\ 

This deficiency I have now endea¬ 

voured to fupply in the bef manner 1 

am able. 

When I began to put thefe papers 

in ordery I did not think they would 

have run ‘ to fuch a length ; and when 

they were finipedy I did not know how 

to Jhorten them without rendering them 

lefs explicit, 

I 

1 



( vi ) 
1. • ^ ' 

I 

J am perfeSfiy fenjible that fome 

farts of them ‘mill appear prolix and 

dijfufe^ and that fuch -manner of wri¬ 

ting is in general i)efy jufily objeElect 

id J but yet eann&i. help thinking that 

fometimes it mayr be exciifable^ or 'e^ 

ven necejfaryx ■ ■ 

arrlkaiidH is made to 

judgment merely^ and information is 

intended to be conveyed to many people 

of different capacitiesj it may become 

neceffary to fet the fame objeSl in fe-^ 

veral different lights; and to repeat 

the fame thoughts many times in differ 

rent words : to thofe mho have not been 
much G&n^erfant with the thing treated 

of a fudied brevity mould become a 

perplexing > ohfcurity $ hopetfer fatis^ 

fedfuch readers 'might be with the 

file of the mrifer-^ thpy mould not be 

made fufficiently acquainted mith tht 

fubjeEl ; they might be pleafed-^ hue 

they mould not be informed, 

1 



{ vii ) 

I Jhouldmdeedbeveryforry to have 

fonveyed niy meaning in fuch manner 

as to difgujl the judicious ; but as my 

principal intention voas to inJlruSi the 

unknowing, my chief aim has been per^ 

fpicuity. If the^ learned, and critical 

are not difpleafed, I fhall be glad; ij 

the ignorant gain any knowledge, I 

pall be mtich more fo. The charaBer 

of an elegant writer 1 .make no pre-^ 

tenfon to % that of a filful furgeon, 

and of a man who has done fome good 

in the way of his profeffwn, Ipould 

be extremely glad to deferve. 

With regard to this fecond edition, 

all I have to fay, is, that it has cojl 

me fome time, and trouble ; that it 

contains many additions to the for-r 

mer ; and, that I hope the reader will 

fnd it, not only a more correB, but 

a more injiru^ive book. 
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T R E A T i S E 

ON THE 

HYDROCELE, 

SECTION h 
t - ^ Th e various difeafes compre¬ 

hended under the general terrii 

H E R N I A, have, by furgeons, 

been divided into two claffes j one of which 

they have didinguifhed by the epithet truey 

the other they have called falje, or JpU’- 
rious. 

Under the firft, they have ranged all- 

thofe tumors, which are produced, either 

by the defcenty or protrujiony of fome of 

thofe parts, which fhouid naturally be con¬ 

tained within the cavity of the abdomen j 

^ but 

I 



2 yfTREATlSE on 

but which, by being difplaced from their 

proper fituation, form fwellings in the na¬ 

vel, groin, belly, fcrotum, and thigh. 

By the fecond,. they mean all fuch difeafes ' 

of the tefticles, their coats, and vellels, as 

proceed from, or are accompanied by, the 

induration, inlargement, or other morbid 

^affcdtion of fuch parts; or oceafion the 

lodgement, or accumulation, of extrava- 

fated fluid within them. 

So that what are generally called 

Hernics, are tumors occafloned by the re¬ 

moval of certain parts, from their proper 

and natural fltuation; fuch parts ftill re¬ 

maining, in general, found, and free from 

d'ifeafe ; while thofe termed falfc, are ori¬ 

ginal diforders of the parts themfelves, in 

which they are feated : a diftindion, which 

is invariably true, and veiy neceflary to be 

attended to, by all who v/ould underhand 

the real nature of each, A part of the intehi- 

nal canal, or of the omentum j the flomach;. 

uterus j or bladder ; are what mofl: frequently 

make the contents of the former: a varicous 

diftenflonof the fpermatic veflelsj extrava- 

fated blood, or water, within the mem¬ 

branes, either of the tefticle, or of the fper- 

-matic veflels > an inflammatory inlarge- 

ment. 
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ment, and a fcirrhous or cancerous ftate of 

the teftis itfelf, conftitutes the latter. 
; 

The true hernice receive their diflin- 
/ 

guifhing appellations, either from the par¬ 

ticular part of the body in which the fwel- 

ling makes its appearance y or from what is 

contained wdthin fuch tumor: and are, 

therefore, called inguinal, fcrotal, umbilical, 

and ventral j or inteflinal and omental rup-* 

tures. The fpurious derive their names, 

either from their fuppofed contents, as the 

pneumatocele, hccmatocele, and hydrocele 

or from the alteration made by the difeafe 

in the natural drudlure of the parts con¬ 

cerned, as the varicocele, cirfocele, and 

farcocele: to which fome have added that 

inflammatory defluxion on the tefticlci 

commonly called hernia humoralis. 

The pneumatocele is a mi flake there is 

no tumor of this kind, and in this fitua- 

tion, in a living animal: it is, indeed, par¬ 

ticularly defcribed by many writers, both 

ancient and modern; and faid to be a dif- 

order to which infants are particularly lia¬ 

ble : but the complaint fo defcribed, and 

which nurfes and ignorant people do Hill 

call a wind-rupture, is not what they take 

it for j neither is it produced by wind : it 

B % is^ 
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is, either a true intejlinal hernia, or a fpe- 

cies of hydrocele •, which will be taken no¬ 

tice of hereafter. The farcoCele (which 

is an inkrgement, and diflenfion of the 

blood-vellels of the fcrotum) is very feldom 

an original difeafe, independant of any 

other} and when it is, is hardly an object 

The cirfocele, or varicous ftate of the 

fpermatic vein, though it be really a dif¬ 

eafe,- and fometimes very troublefome to 

thofe who are ajfflidled with it, yet is fel¬ 

dom capable of much relief, beyond that 

of a fufpenfory bandage. 

SECT. ir. 

Of the Hydrocene in general. 

H E term hydrocele, if ufed in a lite¬ 

ral fenfe, means any tumor produced 

by water; but furgeons have always con¬ 

fined it to thofe which poffefs, either the 

membranes of the fcrotum, or the coats of 

thetefiicle, and its veffels. 

The firfl of thefe, viz,, that which has its 

feat in the membranes of the fcrotum, is 

com moo 
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common to the whole .bag •, ■ and to all the 

cellular fubflance, which loofely envelopes 

both the telles. It is, flridly Ipeaking, 

only a fymptom of a difeafe; in which the 

whole habit is, molt frequently, more or 

lefs concerned, and very feldorn affedts tJiis 
/ ^ 

part only^. The latter, or thofe which 

occupy the coats immediately invelting the 

tellide, and its velTels, are abfolutely local j 

very feldorn affedl the common membrane 

of the ferotum generally attack one lide 

only •, and are frequently found in perfons, 

who are perfedlly free from all other com¬ 

plaints. 

Notwithflanding the obvious and mate¬ 

rial difference between the two kinds of 

difeafe, they have by the majority of wri¬ 

ters been confounded together ; have been 

confidered as fpringing from the fame 

immediate four.ce, and as requiring the 

fame kind of treatment j although the one 

is plainly and evidently, a mere fymptom 

or attendant on a general diforder; and the 

others are ftridtly and abfolutely local com¬ 

plaints. This one fundamental error, has 

B 3 been 

* I have feen a true anafarcous, watry diftenfion of 

the cells of the dartos, confined to one fide of the Icro- 

tam only. 
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been the occafion of many others. The 

fuppofition, that all colledtions found in the 

membranes, and coats, of the fcrotum and 

teflicles, are of the fame general kind, has 

produced an infinite variety of wild con¬ 

jectures, concerning the particular and im¬ 

mediate nature, and origin of them. By 

fome they have been attributed to a parti¬ 

cular indifpofition of the liver, kidneys, or 

fpleen; by others, to a natural and necef- 

fary connexion between the fpermatic vef- 

fels and thofeof the kidney. By many the 

fluid has been thought to be of the urinary 

kind; or at leaft that it ought to have paf- 
% 

fed through the kidney j but that, mill:a- 

king its right way, it gets into the mem¬ 

branes of the fcrotum and teflicles*'. While 
- - ' d •* c 

others 

^ Supervenit quandoque excnufa aliqua externa et 

manifefta, ut cafu, &c. Crebro vero, ex laten- 

** tCjet non manifefta. Qu2e ab externa caufa acceflit, 

autdextrum^ autfiniftrumrenemindifterenter affligit; 

“ a latente vero, et non tnanifefta caufa originem du- 

cens, nunquam alium quam (iniftrum/' Schenkius^ 

Obf, 

“ Rene, hocmaloafFedlo, nec officio fuo probe fun* 

gente, urinae pars quam ernulgens haec ad fe pertra- 

xitj^cum adveficam per male affedlura renemnonpo- 

teft defcendere, per feminalem in erythroideam dela- 

P bitur^ bpc modo hydrpcelem ingeneransi^^ 

Hilic 

/ 
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gathers have affirmed, that all complaints or 
this kind, are really fymptomsof adropfi- 

eal habit; that the fluid comes from the 
cavity of the belly; and either pafles thro 
the peritoneum, or extends that membrane 
■down into the fcrotura^- Many cautions 
have been laid down againfl; attempting the 
cure of one fpecies of this difeafe haftily, 
or without a previous courfe of medicine, 
upon a fuppofltion that the defluxion is of 
a noxious nature; and that by falling on this 

B 4 part, 

Hincapparet et abundemanifeftumelt, quatnobrem 

hydrocclchaud ah externa, fed a latente originem du^ 

- cens,nonnifiinfiniftrammembranani incidat; ethu- 
jus tefteai affligat/’ Schenkius. 

Hernia aquofa, fi a caufa interna et latente origi* 

nem ducit, ut plurimum finiftram partem feroti occu^ 

pat; ferofufqiie i!le humor, in membrana teftem in* 

volvente, erythroiden di£la, coiligitur: idquefit prae* 

cipue, rene finiftro male afFe6to; quapropter ferofos 

humores non attrahens, et ad veficam non mittens^ 

per venam feminariam, quae in ifto latere, ex emul- 

gente procedit, in naembranamerythroiden delabitur*^^ 

Gul. Fab. Hildanus. 

Ne ferofus humor qui a reme attrahi non poteft ia 

abdomine retineatur.’’ Hildanus. 

Siherniafiatexhumoribus venientibusa renibus ad 

tefticulum, cognofeitur tadtu.” Lanfranc. ^ 

Coiligitur liquor in hypochondriis, qui facile de-* 

feendit,’’ Fab ab. Aquapend* 

Aliquando defeendit aqua illuc ficut defeendit in 

bydropicis/^ Lanfranc. 
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part, it frees the conftitution from fevcral 

other diftempers*. It has been defcribed^ 

as frequently producing a corrupted, or 

otherwife difeafed tefticle-fr j as being nearly 

allied iri nature to thofe tumors which are 

called encyfted, whofc tunics are formed 

out of the common membrane by mere 

prelTure ; and as being generally accompa¬ 

nied with a true hernia, or defcent of the 

inteftine, or omentum $ which laft (fup- 

pofed) circumftance has been gravely urged 

as 
^ Saepe ego vidi piultos per hernias llberatps efle a 

‘‘ grayibus afFedlibus ; ab empyemate, hydrope pulmo” 

nis, &c. unde fl penltus fanetur, poterit multos mor- 

bos poftea inferre.” Fallopius, 

f Teftis autern fubftantia, ab acrimonia humoris, 

V fucceffu temporis corrumpitur.” Schenkius. 

‘‘ Sciendum eft, quod in hernia ilia, in qua continc- 

tur aqua in vagina teftis, et quae aliquantifper lit dir 

‘‘ uturna, corruptus eft teftis ” Fallopius. 

‘‘ Ubi paulo diutius humor ifte intus relinquitur me» 

tuendum eft ne tefticulus fenfim cum eodem corrum- 

patur, vel occalefcat, atque ita fcirrhurn, vel farcor 

celen, vel cancrum tandem fentiat,” Heifter. 

Nefcilicet: colledtum in fcroto ferum per acredjnem 

paulatim contraflam partes internas, et cum primis 

tefticulum, corrumpat; et noxam magis periculofam 

5^ efficiet.’’ Heiftpr. 

Notandum vero aquam in fcroto non efle diu re- 

linquendam ne a mora teftis corrumpatur; vel un^ 

cum aqua adveniat hernia carnofa- et carq ccncref« 

cat.” Fab. ab Aquapcndente. 

I 
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as a reafon for not attempting a radical 

cure*. The fame wanton liberty has been 

taken, in affigning different feats to thefe 

diforders; as in accounting for their origin : 

every part which inveffcs, or accompanies, 

the fpermatic veffels, or the tefticles y not 

only the tunica communis of the procefs, 

and the cavity of the tunica vaginalis (the 

true and real feats of one or other of thefe 

diforders) have been enumerated, but fe- 

veral imaginary ones have been added j 

firm, 

^ The opinion of the late Mr. Chefelden on this fub- 

is fo lingular, and fo little confonant to truth, or 

nature, that I fhall take the liberty to repeat his words, 

left his great charafter (hould miflead the unwary. In 

the laft edition of his anatomy, p. 264, he fays, The . 

true hernia aquofa is from the abdomen, which either 

extend? the peritoneum into the fcroturn, or breaks it; 
I 

and then forms a new membrane which thickens as it 

extends, as in aneurifms and theatheromatoustumors; 

the dropfy in the cyft (for fuch it properly is) rarely 

f^ admits of more than a palliative cure by punciure, or 

tapping, like the dropfy of the abdomen ; and this 

with fome difficulty, becaufe tbeomentum generally, 

and fome times the gut, defcends with it.“ Which is 

fo far from being the cafe, that unlefs in the particu¬ 

lar, and very lingular inftance of a combination of an 

hydrocele with a congenial hernia, it never can happen ; 

the bags or facs of an hydrocele, and'of a hernia, be¬ 

ing in all other inftances totally different; and the for¬ 

mer never having any communication with the belly. 
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firm, compadt membranes have been fplit 

into lamellae j and cyfis and coats have been 

devifed, which never had a real exiftence. 

If all this was matter of mere fpecula- 

tion, and produced no mifchief in practice, 

it would be of no importance ; but in mat¬ 

ters of phyfic and furgery, this feldom or 

never happens : erroneous ideas of the na¬ 

ture, origin, and feats of difeafes, mofi; 

commonly are followed by improper me¬ 

thods of treating them. In the prefent 

cafe, the abfurdity of the conjectures, con¬ 

cerning thefe circumftances in the diforder, 

is fully equalled by the methods of cure, 

which have been propofed arid praCtifed. 

Upon a fuppofition, that the exravafa- 

tion of fluid was the confequence of a drop- 

fical habit, flrong purges and powerfully 

diuretic medicines have been preferibed i 

actual cauteries have been ufed ; and liga- 

turesandincifions made both on the fperma- 

tic velfels, and in the groin, to hinder the 

defeent of the water from the cavity of the 

belly^j aftringent liquors and ardent fpirits 

have 

^ Et cum totam evacuaveris aquam, cauterizalo- 

cum quern aperuifti ; et fac duo cauteria pundualia 

in inguina, ex utraque parte unum, fupra didymum ; 

quo4 



fbe HYDROCELE, &c. i r 

have been injedted, with a-view to clofing, 

or foldering broken lymphatics; tedious 

and painful operations have been pradiled, 

for the eradication of imaginary cyfts j di- 

re(5tions have been given to evacuate the 

water at different times, left the patient’s 

ftrength fhould fail, or his health fuffer, 

by its being done too fuddenly; and the 

tefticles being fuppofed to be frequently 

fpoiled, by long laying in the water, caftra- 

tion 

N 

5* quod fi non cauterizes, aqua iterum redit. Sed caute- 

5* riarediremateriam iterum non permittunt/’Lanfranc* 

Et iterum reditnifi cauterizetur poftperforationem. 

Brunus. In apertione duplex eft intentio, fcilicet 

aperire et prohibere ne rurfus aqua defccndat/' Fab. 

ab Aquapend. 

Avicennas utitur ferramentiscandentibus in regionc 

inguinis ut corrugatur pars^ ne aqua poflet defcen- 

dere.’’ Fab. ab, Aquapend. 

Sin autem in rene vitium non fuerit, et defluxum 

plane impedire volueris, incifionem, fuperiore parte 

Icroti prope inguina, fieri expedit ; quandoquidem 

duplex chirurgo eft fcopus; prior evacuare ferofurn 

humorem, pofterior prohibere nec de novo aqua in 
ferotum defluat.” 

‘^Et quia tota aqua in tunica ilia, (nempe vaginali) 

continebatur, ita ut tefticulus ei innataret, ne in po- 

fterum denuo defeenderet aqua, acu incurvato ac filo 

reduplicate univerfam hanctunicam (praeter vafa fe-» 

minalia) apprehendi et mediocriter conftrinxij atque 

fHigayi.” Fab. Hildanuso 

) 
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tion has often been performed in the fini- 

ple hydrocele. 

Dr. Monro (the father)who is profefTor 

of anatomy at, Edinburgh, and Mr. Samuel 

Sharp, late furgeon to Guy’s Hofpital, are 

almolf the only writers, who have fenlibly 

and rationally explained the true nature and 

theory of thefe difeafes : to them the pro- 

feffion is greatly obliged, for having thrown 

much light on the fubjedl ^ and for haying 

furnilhed their readers with more juft ideas 

tnan any other writers. . 

4 

\ 

SECT. III. 

H E fpermatic vefl'els, like moft of * 
the contents of the abdomen, lye 

behind the peritoneum; enveloped in the 

common tela celluloia, or what ufed to be 

called the cellular appendix of the perito¬ 

neum. The arteries, which’are two, arife 

from the trank of the aorta, in the mid- 

wa, between the emulgent, and lower 

mei'catery. At their origin they are very 

fmail, and, contrary to all the other arteries 

of hoe body, they feem rather to increafe 

in diameter as they defeend., In their 
IT 
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palTage downward, they, impart feveral 

branches to the cellular membrane which 

inverts them ; and before they arrive at ti^e 

' tefticles, they are divided into four or five 

principal ones one of thefe goes to the 

epididymis, the others to the teftis: the 

latter having parted the tunica albuginea, 

and being convoluted in a mort; wonderful 

manner, compofe the greateft part of the 

body of that gland. From thefe convolu¬ 

tions of the fpermatic artery, the femen is 

fecreted: which fluid is, after fach fecre- 

tion, immediately received by thole parti¬ 

cular velfels, which late anatomirts have 

agreed to call the vafa efferentia. 'Thefe 

vary in their number, in dilterent fubjedls, 

being from ten to fifteen, more or lefs. 

When collesrted together, they form the 

globus major, or larger extremity of that 

body, which, from its fituation, is called 

epididymis. After this, they unite into one 

Angle tube, which being convoluted and 

contorted, in the mort; miraculous manner, 

conftitutes the reft of that fame body. So 

that the whole of the epididymis, except 

that immediate point which is formed by 

the concurrence of the vafa elFerentia, does ’ 

really confift ofone Angle tube, whofe dia¬ 

meter 

I 



14 yf T R E A T I S E 

meter is faid, in no part, to exceeed the 

eightieth of an inch, but which is con¬ 

torted fome thoufands of times; and if un¬ 

ravelled, and drawn out, is fome yards in 

length. From the lefler extremity of the 

cpidydimis proceeds the vas deferens, or 

that tube through whieh the femen is con¬ 

veyed from the tehis toward the penis j or, 

in other words, when this wonderful tube 

ceafes to be convoluted, and puts on the 

appearance of one fingle, fmooth, veffel, 

it is then called vas deferens. This arifes 

from the leffer end of the epididymis, en¬ 

veloped in the fame common tela cellulofa, 

in which the fpermatic artery and vein are 

inverted; and when it has got jurt above the 

edge of the os pubis, it feparates from the 

faid veflels, and parting down behind the pe¬ 

ritoneum, proceeds to the inferior part of 

the neck of the bladder ; where it depofits 

the femen, in the receptacles appointed for 

that purpofe, called the veficui^ femina- 

les. 

The blood, after the feminal fecretion is 

performed, returns back into the general 

mafs, by the -fpermatic vein; which,, on 

the right fide empties itfelf into the vena 

cava, and on the left into the emulgent. 
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While the fpermatic veffels are within 

the cavity of the belly, the cellular mem¬ 

brane, in which they are enveloped, is 

much more lax and tender, and is indued 

with larger cells, than it is on the outlide 

of the fame cavity. As they go under the 

tranfverfalis, and obliquus internus mufcle, 

and through the obliquus externus, they 

receive a conliderable addition of cellular 

membrane from the adjacent parts •, and, . 

when they have palled through the ten¬ 

dinous aperture of the laft-named mufele, 

they, together with their cellular tunic, 

* are covered by, and enveloped in, that 

ex- 

* Xhe palTage of the fpermatic ve^t\sunder two of the 

mufcles, and throughthethird, isa circumftapceofmuch- 

importance, and what every praditioner ought to be- 

well acquainted with. 

The common dodrine is, that in each of the oblique 

mufcles and in the tranfverfalis isa tendinous aperture, 

for the tranfit of the fpermatic chord; andthefe fuppofed 

openings are called the rings. This is a miftake," which 

even feme very modern writers in anatomy have failleh 

into ; and left their word Ihould not convey an ideafuffi- 

ciently erroneous, Ibmeof them have given us drawings 

of all thefe openings in regular gradations, above and be¬ 

hind each other. Nothing can be more £alfe than fuch 

reprefentation; the fpermatic veflels do never pafs/;5irffr<^^, 

but always the tranfverfalis and obliquus internus, 

at fuch diftance as ftcyer to bs alFeded by their adion, or to 

fuftsr 
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cxpanfioh of mufcular fibres, called thd 

crernafter. 

The membrane furrounding all that part 

of the fpermatic vefiels, which is on the 

outfide of the abdomen, is called the tu¬ 

nica communis, or tunica vaginalis of the 

chord; and is (as has already been faid) 

merely cellular; totally void of all other 

cavity than its cells; firmly adherent to 

. the furface of the faid vefiels, in every 

part ; and plentifully furnifhed with lym- 

It is of very great importance to have a 

jufi idea of the ftrudlure of this part of the 

tuniculus fpermaticus; the old term, tu¬ 

nica vaginalis, conveyed a very falfe one : 

it implied, that the vefiels were contained 

within it, as in 'a fiieath ; and that, if the 

faid vefiels were not there, this coat would 
» » 

form 

fufFer any flritSlure or ftrangulation from them. On the 

contrary, the fpermatic chord always paffes through an 

opening made for that purpofe in the tendon of the obli- 

quus extcrnus ; the a6lion of which it is liable to be af- , 

fe6ted by ; and when it is accompanied by a portion of 

inteftine (as in the cafe of an hernia) it is this tendinous 

apertuie, which produces the ftrifture, the fymptoms^, 

and the hazard. A circumftance of great confequence 

for every man to know, who may ever be called upon 

to operate oa a ftrangulated hernia. 
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form an empty bag, confifting of one cavity 

' on ly j th an which nothing can be more 

untrue*. 

This is one great fourccj from whence 

many of the errors, which h'ave been com¬ 

mitted in the defcription of fuch difeafes, 

as have (or are fuppofed to have) their feat 

in this part, have fprung : and therefore I 

take the liberty of repeating*, that this tunic 

has no one particular cavity j but is a mere 

cellular membrane throughout its wholeex- 

tent; and that it terminates, in a great mea- 

fure, juft above the epididymis, though a 
continuation of it.may be traced on the fur-_ 

* 

face of the tunica vaginalis teftis. 

The coats of the tefticle are two only % 

viz. the tunica vaginalis, or that bag which 

loofely invefis it, without any adhefion to 

C it, 
^ Fven M. de !a Faye, whofe notes on Dionis have 

rendered the works of the latter more ufeful, has fallen 

^ into the common miftake with regard to this tunic, by 

fuppofing both it and the vaginalis to be formed out of 

the fame membrane, and allotting a cavity or bag to the 

former. II faut remarquer, que la tunique vaginale, 

et la gaine du cordon fpermatique font une continua- 

tion du tiflue celiuleux du peritoine, qui s’ allonge 

pourenveloperle tefticule; a I’endroit, oucetteconti-' 

nuation s’elargit, !a nature a formi une cloifon qui 

empeche la communication qui fe trouveroit entre 1’ 

interieur de la gaine du cordon fpermatique, et ce* 

lui de la tunique vaginale.” De laFaye. ' 
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it, except in one particular part •, and th® 

tunica albuginea, or that membrane,, 

which is the immediate and proper cover¬ 

ing of its vafcular ftrudlure. A true and 

clear idea of thefe. is- abfolutely neceffary 

to the right underfkanding the difeafes to. 

which this gland is fubjeft. In order to- 

obtain fuch idea, the, teflicles muft be'ex- 
I 

amined, not only in an adult ilate, but in 

the infantine, and in that before birth al- 

fo : each of thefe ftates having its peculia¬ 

rities ; and all tending to explain the true 

nature of fuch maladies, as it. is frequently 

fubjeft to. 

The teflicles of the human fpecies are 

always formed within the cavity of the 

belly,, and remain there until, or very near- 

unto the time of birth. While they are* 

within the abdomen, they are covered by 

one coat' only ; which coat firmly adheres 

to the vaicular ftrudlure of them, and is 

evidently derived from the peritoneum, in? 

the fame manner as the outer coat of each of 

the vifcera.of the faid cavity is. Their fitua- 

tion-, during the firll months, is higher- 

than in the latter j and as the foetus in- 

creafes in fize, they flip gradually lower. 

Within the cavity of the abdomen,., oa eaeli.- 

fl de, 

I 



the H Y D R O C E L E, ^c. i g 

fide, a little below the teftes, is a fmall 

opening, or orifice, which leads immedi¬ 

ately into a fmall, but firm membranous 

bag, or cyft, whofe upper part, or neckj 

pafles through the opening in the tendons 

of the obliqui externi mufcles; while 

its lower part, or facculus, lies on the out- 

fide of the faid mufcles in the groin-, enve¬ 

loped in the common tela cellulofa. Thefe 

orifices are always open until birth; and 

mofi: frequently, for fome while after: du* 

ing all which fpace of time, the faid fac- 

culi have free and open communication 

with the cavity of the belly. 

By means of thefe orifices, the tefticles 

pafs from the cavity of the abdomen, thro’ 

the tendinous apertures, into the facculi in ' 

the groins. But the time, in which they 

make this tranfit, is by no means certain. 

Sometimes it is juft before birth j fome- 

times juft after ■, fometimes they drop im¬ 

mediately into the ferotum; and fome¬ 

times they remain a confiderable time im 

the groinsand it now and then happens, 

that they never pafs through the raufclc 

at all, but remain for ever within the belly. 

Thefe are a kind of lufus naturae; but in 

the ordinary courfe, they, foon pafs from 

C 2 the 
» i 
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the groins into the fcrotal bags, the com¬ 

munication between the faid bags and the 

belly continuing open fome little time 

longer. 

When the teftkles are got fairly down 

into the facculi,. if the faid facculi be laid 

open, it will appear that the tefticles ate 

•loofely enveloped by them, in fuch a man¬ 

ner as to be perfedlly free from all cohefion j 

except in one part, where this bag and the 

proper coat of the tefticle (the albuginea)- 

are fo hrmly united, as to be plainly and 

demonftrably a continuation of one and the 

fame membrane. And while the com¬ 

munication wdth the belly continues freer 

and open, if the facculi be divided from- 

■ the bottom upward, it will as evidently ap¬ 

pear, that the membrane of which they 

. are compofed, is a continuation, or procefs,, 

of that part of the peritoneum, which lines- 

the mufcles of the abdomen. 

Some time after birth, the necks of thclc 

facculi become clofe and impervious; and 

from that time all communication between 

their cavities and that of the belly ceafes. 

The time when this happens is various 

and uncertain ; I have feen them perfeftly 

• ^ clofed within a week, and open at the end 

; . . of 
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•oi two months, nor do they both necefTa- 
f 

' -rily become ciofe, at the fame time in the 

fame fubjed:^. 

It fometimes happens, that while thefe 

.paflages are open, a piece of omentum or 

inteftine infinuates itfeif into one of them, 

.and preventing its clofing, produces what 

Haller calls a congenial hernia: a difeafe, 

which though a modern difcovery, has al¬ 

ways been very frequent. It alfo fome¬ 

times happens, that the fiaermatic veffels 

not being fuiiiciently clofed, one of the te- 

flicles refs in the groin, juil without the 

-opening in the abdominal mufcle, and by 

not becoming pendulous in^the fcrotum, 

the owfice of -the neck of the facculus is > 

not clofed at all*; even though no portion 

of gut or caul has got into it. 

When thefe orifices have been once per- 

fedly clofed, there never is any future 

communication between the cavities of the 

facculi and that of the belly ; nor can any 

thing-folid or fluid (however fmall in fize or 

quantity) ever, after this period, pafs from 

the one to the other. The upper part, or 

neck, now lofes all appearance of a difiind 

canal \ and the lower part, or fac, loofely 

invefts the tellicle, and its epididymis, 

C 3 with- 
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without any adhefion, except in the hinder 

part. The inlide or cavity of this fac is con- 

. flantly kept moifi, by the exudation of a 

fine fluid; which fluid is as conflantly ab- 

forbed : fo that while thefe parts enjoy a 

found healthy ftate, the fluid is no more 

in quantity, than what juft ferves to lubri¬ 

cate, and keep moift the furfaces of both 

membranes, and thereby prevent any un¬ 

natural cohefion of them with each o~ 

ther. 

From thefe premifes, the following in¬ 

ferences, ferving to point out, and explain, 

the true nature and feat of fome of the dif- 

eafes in queftion, may, I thiiik, be de^ 

duced. 

1. That the facculi, or bags, found in- 

the groins, are originally-formed parts. 

2. That they are placed there for the 

future reception of the tefticles 3 and that 

when the upper part, or neck, of one of 

them becomes clofe and impervious, the 

lower part, or facculus, conftitutes and 

forms, what is properly called the tunica 

vaginalis teftis 3 which is therefore a true 

and original procefs of the peritoneum. 

3. That of all the parts contained within 

the fcfotum, thefe facculi are the only ones 

which 

/ 
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which- ever naturally cornmunicate with 

the cavity of the belly. 

4. That, after a certain fpace of lime, 

that communication ceafes. 

5. That whatever fluid may be flied 

from the fpermatic veflels, or collected, or 

extravafated., in the cells of the tunica com¬ 

munis, or in' thofe of the dartos j yet no 

part of fuch fluid can be derived from, ,or 

received into the cavity of the tunica vagi¬ 

nalis teftis. 

6. That a total failure of the fecretion 

of that fine fluid, which (hould moiflen 

the infide of the vaginal tunic, and the out- 

fide of the albuginea, muft be followed by 

an unnatural cohefion of thefe membranes 

with each other j and either a partial or 

total abolition of the cavity of the former. 

7. That if. more of this fluid be depo- 

fited, than the abforbent veflels can take 

up or if the abforbent veflels do not exe¬ 

cute their office, fuch fluid muft be accu¬ 

mulated within the cavity of the faid tunic : 

from which their being no natural outlet, 

the confequence muft be a gradual diften- 

tion and inlargement of it. 

8. That the natural communication be¬ 

tween the cavity of the tunica vaginalis and 

C 4 the 
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the belly, not being (hut until fome fpaee 

of time after birth, it may become clofe at 

its upper part, while there is a quantity of 

fluid in the lower, too large for the abfor- 

bent veflels to take up immediately ; and 

confequently, that fuch infant will, until 

that office be executed, labour under a true 

hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teftis : a 

cafe, which is very frequent, though ge?- 
\ 

nerally miftaken for a wind-rupture. 

And 9, That the fluid of that kind of 

hydrocele, which is formed by the fac of a 

congenial hernia, rauft be lodged within 

the cavity of the vaginal coat: while all 

collections of ferum, in the facs of all other 

kinds of herniaj, niufl; neceflarily be per?- 

feftly diftinCt from the faid tunic. 

I ihould now proceed to the examination 

of each diilinCt fpecies of hydrocele; but 

will intrude on my reader’s patience while 

I mention a circumftance or two, relative 

to the paflage of the tefticle from the belly 

into the fcroturn ^ and which, as a practi¬ 

tioner, he may poflibly think worth his at¬ 

tention. 

I have faid, that the time in, or at which 

the teflicles pafs from the belly, through the 

grout, into the fcroturn, is Ijy no means cer-? 
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Jain j that it varies in different people j 

that even in the fame perfon, the two teftes 

do not always pafs down at the fame time j 

that fometimes both of them, fometimcs 

one, remains within the belly, or in. the 

groin, for a confiderable fpace of time after 

birth; and that it now and then happens, 

that one, or both of them, never get into 

the fcrotum at all. 

I do not know any particular inconveni-p- 

ence, arifing from the detenfion of a tefticle 

within the cavity of the belly: but the lodg¬ 

ment of it in the groin, not only renders 

it liable to be hurt by accidental preffure, 

&c. but when it is fo hurt, may be the 

.caufe of its being miftaken for a different 

difeafe, and thereby occafion its being very 

improperly treated. To which confiderar 

lions, this may be added : that there is no 

kind of difeafe, to which the tefticle is lia-? 

ble in its natural fituation, but what may 

alfo affedt it, in any, or all its unnatural ones. 
ft 

C A S E I. 

IW A S fent to in a great hurry, from the 

neighbourhood of Limehoufe, and de- 

fired to bring with liie^ whatever I might 

want 
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want for the operation of a bubonocele. I 

found a young, healthy, feafaring man, ly¬ 

ing acrofs his bed, and complaining of 

moft acute pain in his groin and back. He 

tojd me, that “ in the forenoon of the day 

before, being at work on board his own 

velTel, he fell, and ftruck his groin againffc 

a piece of timber, with great violence; that 

it gave him fuch exquifite pain, that he 

fainted away; that his groin became im¬ 

mediately fwollen to a very confiderable de¬ 

gree ; that as foon as he could get home, 

he applied to his apothecary, who bled 

him, put him to bed, and pulticed the tu¬ 

mor ; that he paffed the night without 

fleep, and in great agony; that when his, 

apothecary came to him the next morning, 

he (the patient) informed him of a circum- 

flance, which, in his confulion, he had for¬ 

got the night before, viz. that he had long 

had a rupture on that fide, which had ne¬ 

ver been perfedtly returned ; that, upon re¬ 

ceipt of this information, the apothecary 

had bled him again, and had taken fome 

pains to return the rupture: but finding 

that he made no progrefs, and that his at¬ 

tempts produced great increafe of pain, he 

had defifted; and had given him two gly- . 

ftersj 
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fters, and a purge; neither of which oc- 

cafioning fuch difcharge as he expelled, 

and a kind of blacknefs now beginning to 

appear on the part, he defired immediate 

affifiiance.” By the time this account was 

finiflied, the apothecary came in, and con¬ 

firmed it. 
' ' A 

The pain was exquifite •, and while I was 

afking the patient a few queftions, he be¬ 

came very fick, and vomited. The groin 

and ferotum were much fwelled, and very 

hard j but the general figure and appear¬ 

ance of the tumor did not appear to me 

like that of a bubonocele : inftead of point¬ 

ing obliquely from the ilium toward the 

pubes, it lay, as it were, acrofs the groin ; 

the ferotum was full and large j but I 

thought it felt much harder, than I had 

ever found a piece of inteftine do : and 

with regard to the alteration of color, I 

cannot fay it gave me much uneafinefs i for 

it was not at all like the elFedt of mortifi¬ 

cation, but had all the appearance of an 

extravafation, orechyraofis. On the other 

hand, the man had not had a fair ftool for 

three days; he had been very fick, and had 

vomited 5 his belly was tight, hard and 

painful I and his pulfe much too quick. 

V 
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From examination of the tumor, I could 

get very little information } for th pain 

was fo exquihte, that he could not bear 

the flighteft touch j however, from what 

examination I could make, it appeared to 

me, that if this was an inteftinal hernia, it 

was fuch a one as I had never yet met 

with; and nothing but the circumlfance 

of his having worn a trufs formerly, by the 

diredlion of a furgeon of character, could 

have induced me to have entertained fuch 

fufpicion. I enquired again, concerning this 

rupture ; and was told, that he had worn 

a trufs for it, the firfl; four years of his in¬ 

fancy, but that it never kept the gut totally 

or perfectly up ; and that as he grew big¬ 

ger, and ran about, he was obliged to leave 

at off, on account of the pain it gave him ; 

that fince he had left it off, he had not ob- 

ferved any, or very little, alteration in the 

tumor ; (none in its fituation, though a lit¬ 

tle in its lize:) and that it had never given 

him any trouble, or uneafinefs, if he did 

not handle it, or kept his waidband of his 

breeches and his watch from preffing it. 

All this was far from being fatisfadory : and 

as the prefent date of the parts was fuch, 

gs was by no means favourable for an ope¬ 

ration. 
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ration, I determined, previous to any other 

attempt,, to try what a bri/k cathartic would 

produce. A ftimulating glyfter was im¬ 

mediately thrown up, and a folution of an 

ounce and a half of glauber’s falts in two 

ounces of in fuf. fenai fwallowed, which, in 

little more than an hour, produced fo plen¬ 

tiful a difcharge, that the belly became foft 

and eafy, and we were perfedlly free from 

all apprehenlions of a ftridlure. Fomenta¬ 

tion, pultice, Gfir. were frequently applied 

to the tumor, which in three or four days 

began to fubfide ; and in about feven or 

eight, the fcrotum was fo unloaded, as fo 

permit eafy and accurate examination ; by 

which means we were fatisfied, that it con-, 

tained no tefticle. Upon mentioning this- 

circumftance to the patient, he faid, that 

he never had one on that fide : this declara¬ 

tion was a folution of all difficulties, and of 

all the appearances. When all the effedls- 

of the blow were removed, there appeared 

in the groin, jufi: on this fide of the open¬ 

ing in .the abdominal tendon, a tefiicle of 

natural fize and figure j which tefticle, by 

being much bruifed, had caufed all the 
mifchief.. 

CASE 
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CASE II. 

A Poor man came to St. Bartholomew's 

Hofpital, and delired affiftance for a 

fwelling in his groin ; for which he had, 

for a month before, (been taking jefuits 

drops and other quack medicines, till he 

had not a farthing left. Upon removing 

an adheiive plafter, I found a tumor, which 

was large and painful; but at the fame time 

fo- moveable, as to be very unlike any af- 

feilion of the inguinal glands. The ac¬ 

count which the man gave, was, that “ he 

had always had a lump in that groin, and 

never any tefticle on that fide j that when 

young, he had worn a trufs for it, upon a 

fuppofition of its being a rupture j that 

when he came to work for his living, he 

could no longer bear the uneafinefs which 

the trufs gave him, and therefore had left it 

off for years : that fince that time, he had 

never perceived any material alteration in the 

tumor, nor had it ever given him any trou¬ 

ble, till he had got a clap about two months 

before j upon the hidden difappearance of 

which, the lump in his groin became large 

and painful.’’ 
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In (hort, the man had got a hernia hu- 

moralis of the tefticle in his groin ; which^ 

by means of proper treatment, bleeding, 

cataplafm and reft, he foon got well of. 

CASE HI. 

I 
t A Middle aged man came to St. Bartho¬ 

lomew’s, for advice for a tumor in 

his groin. 

He was apparently in good health i the 

tumor was of an oval, or egg-like form ^ 

indolent, when not prefled j perfectly 

moveable^ lay juft in the groin % and had, 

by more than one perfon, been miftaken. 

both ' for bubo and bubonocele. When 

handled, or prefTed rudely, in confequence 

of the latter opinion, it was painful for 

fome hours after; and the pains (to ule his 

own words) always /hot up into his back. 

It was on the left fide on which fide there 

was no , tefticle in the fcrotum, nor had 

there ever been one j but on the right fide 

every thing was as it fhould be. He faid, 

that within two years it had been confide- 

rably enlarged; and that it now was become 

very troublefome to him. 

/ 
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It appeared very plainly to me, that thc^ 

"tumor was caufed by the left tefticle ; 

which tefticle was in a difeafed ftate, but 

very, fit for, and very capable of extirpa¬ 

tion. I advifed the man to fubmit to the 

operation, and he had complied; but the 

late Mr. Griffiths (one of-our then affift- 

ants) coming into the ward, I defired him 

to look at the cafe. Whether he did not 

attend to all the circumftances, or for what 

other reafon, I know not; but he took it 

into his head, that it was a tumor of ano¬ 

ther kind, that might be removed by in¬ 

ternal medicine ; and difluaded the man 

from undergoing what I had propofed : 

upon which, I did not take him into the 

Hofpital. 

Some months after, the fwelling be¬ 

coming larger, and more troublefome, he 

applied to St. George’s Hofpital. The 

gentlemen there gave him the fame opi¬ 

nion, and the fame advice which I had 

given him j he fubmitted, and got a cure; 

by the removal of a tefticle which had ne¬ 

ver been lower than his groin, and which 

was now become fchirrhous. 

CASE 
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CASE IV. 

H Elate Mr. Holling worth defired ms 

to go with him, to fee a patient in 

the neighbourhood of Clerkenwell. It was 

a man, about fifty-five years old, w^ho had 

a large, ulcerated, cancerous tumor, in.his 

right groin ; with high callous edges •, it 

always difcharged a large quantity of a 

mofi: oft'enfive gleet j at times it bled pro- 

fufely, and was always extremely painful. 

The patient faid, that when firfi: it be¬ 

came troublefome, he had fiiowed it to two 

eminent rupture-curers; one of whom faid, 

that it was a piece of caul, and offered, for 

twenty guineas, to cure him by cutting it 

out: the other, (more modefi:, or lefs hardy,) 

only fold him two bandages for it; neither 

of which he could ever wear. 

When Mr. Holiingworth carried me to 

fee it, it had jufl: been left by a cancer- 

curer, who had applied to it an efcharotic 1 

and w'hich, by the patient’s account, as 

well as by the appearance of the fore, had 

made terrible havock. ' ' 

During all this time, no one who had 

feen him (and what is flill more remark¬ 

D able) 

t 
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able) not even the patient himfelf laad re-- 

marked, that in that lide of the fcrotum he 

had no tefticle; 

The ftate, both of the man and of the 

fore, forbad any chirurgical procefs and 

my' advice to him was to drefs the fore 

lightly, and have recourfe to tinOt. thebaic, 

for eafe : .which advice he followed, during 

the fliort remainder of his life. 

When dead we examined him, and found 

that the difeafe confifted in a cancerous te- 

fticle lying in the groin ; the fpermatic vef- 

fels of which were varicofe, and knotty all 

the way up to the kidney, having here and 

there a bladder of yellow ferum in the cel¬ 

lular membrane : the lymphatic glands 

about the vertebra of the loins were dif- 

eafed, as was the liver ; and on the furface 

of the right kidney was a colledtion of very 

offenlive fanies. 
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SECT. IV 

The Anasarcous Tumor of 

THE Scrotum, 

H E fcrotum is the common recepta- 

i cle of both the tefticles j and conlifis 

of the cuticula, cutis, and what all the ana- 

tomifts have now agreed to call the dartos; 

which is a loofe cellular membrane, per- 

fedlly void of fat j and whofe cells or cavi¬ 

ties, communicate with each other, with 

the utmoft freedom through every part. 

As this membrane has no immediate 

communication with the cavity of the ab¬ 

domen within the peritoneum, it is plain, 

that whatever kind,, or quantity of fluid may 

be depofited in it, it cannot be derived from 

the faid cavity ; even though the patient 

fhould labour under a true afcite§ ; but as 

its cells have a free intercoupfe with thofe 

of the general cellular membrane all over 

the body, they will be liable to be affedted 

by all thofe diforders which have their feat 

.in that membrane j that is, by all diforders 

proceeding from a low inipovcrifhed flate 

D 2 of 
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of blood I from a deficiency of the urinary 

fecretion; or from non-execution of the 

office of the abforbent vefTels : and confe- 

quently in anafarcous, and leucophlegmatic 

habits, will become the feat of a watry ex- 

travafatiom 

This watry fwelling of the ferotum, al¬ 

though it is moflt frequently a fymptom of 

a dropfical habit, and very often accompa¬ 

nies both the general anafarca, and the par¬ 

ticular collection within the abdomen, cal¬ 

led the afeites, yet, even in the latter cafe,, 

neither is, nor can be, derived from the 

cavity of the be^y ; but is confined to the: 

tela cellulofa,. which lies on the outfide of 

the peritoneum : the water derived from, 

hence diftends the ferotum, in the fame 

manner, and. for the fame reafons, that it 

often does the legs and feet., The cells of 

the dartos being large and abfol'utely void 

of fat, and the fkin which covers them be¬ 

ing extremely dilatable, and giving way for 

a larger influx into this part than into moft 

others, has indeed, occafioned its being 

taken notice of as a particular difeafe, tho.’ 

it is mofl properly a fymptom only. 

This being the cafe, and the true me¬ 

thod of cure confifting in an internal medi- 

cali 
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cal procefs, it has been, I' think, impro¬ 

perly ranked among the fpecies of hydro¬ 

cele j though the nature of the contents 

will certainly admit the ufe of the word. 

It is indeed a difeafe^ which properly 

■belongs to the phyficians : but as it is of 

fbme confequence, to be able to diflinguifh 

it from other diforders affectfing' the fame, 

or the neighbouring parts and asfurgeons 

are often called' upon to affift in alleviating 

ibme of the inconveniences which this de- 

fluxion produces, it cannot be amifsin this 

place, to give a fhort account of it, and of 
♦ 

the moft proper chirurgical method of at¬ 

tempting its relief. 

It is an equal, foft tumor, pofleffing every' 

part of the cellular^ membrane, in which 

both the teflicles are enveloped; and con- 

fequently is generally as large on one iide, 

as on the other ; it leaves the fkin of its 

natural color ; or, to fpeak more properly, 

it does not redden or inflame it : if the 

•quantity of water be not large, nor the di- 

llenfion great, the Ikin preferves fome de¬ 

gree of rugofity: the tumor has a doughy 

kind of feel j eafily receives, and, for a 

while retains the impreflion of the fingers: 

the raphe or feam of the fcrotum divides, 

D 3 the 
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the fwelling nearly equally : the fpermatic 

procefs is perfectly free, and of its natural 

fize : and the tefticles feem to be in the 

middle of the loaded membrane. This is 

the appearance, when the difeafe is in a 

moderate degree. But if the quantity of 

extravafated ferum be large, or the difeafe 

-farther advanced, the (kin, inflead of be- 
i 

ing wrinkled, is fmooth, tenfe, and plainly 

fhews the limpid fcate of the fluid under¬ 

neath : it is cold to the touch, does not fo 

long retain the impreffion of the finger, 

and is always accompanied with a fimilar 

diflention of the flcin of the penis : the 

preputium of which is fometimes fo en¬ 

larged, and fo twifted, and diflorted, as to 

make a very difagreeable appearance. 
k> 4 

Thefe are the local fymptoms : to which 

it may be added, that a yellow counte¬ 

nance, a lofs of appetite, a deficiency of 

urinary fecretion, fwelled legs, a hard bel? 

Jy, and mucous flools^ are its very frequent 

companions, 

The cure of the original difeafe comes, 

as I have already laid, within the province 

of the phyfician, and requires a courfe of 

internal medicine : but fometimes the r ' " i. , ' It ■ , .V 

loaded fcrotum and penis are fo trouble- 
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fbme to the patient, and in' fnch danger of 

mortification, that a reduction of their fize 

becomes abfoiutely neceflary ; and at other 

times a derivation, or dilcharge, of the re¬ 

dundant extravafated ferum from this part, 

is ordered as an affiftant to the internal re¬ 

gimen. 

The chirurgical means in ufe for this 

end, is called in general fcarification: a 

term, whole precife fenfe has by no means 
* 

been fettled ; by which it has now and 

.then happened, that a general order being 

given, and the particular method of exe¬ 

cuting k being left to the choice of thofe 

who have not been fufiiciently acquainted 

with this kind of bufinefs, much hazard 

has been incurred, and confiderable mif- 

chief done, which might have been avoid¬ 

ed. 

The means of making this difeharge are 

two, viz. puniSlure and incifion : the for¬ 

mer is made with the point of a lancet T 

the latter with the fame infirument, or 

with a knife. ' 

The generality of writers on this fubjed 

have fpoken on the two methods, in fuch a 

manner, that a praditioner, who had feen 

hut little of either, would be inclined to 

P 4 think. 
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think, that it was matter of great indilFe- 

rence, which we fliould make ufebf; and 

that the fafety and utility of each were 
♦ 

equal: which is by no means the cafe. 

The intention of the ufe of either, is, 

by a difcharge of extravafated ferum, to al¬ 

leviate the prefent uneahnefs ; and, by re¬ 

ducing the hze of the fcrotum, to render it 

lefs troublefome, and iefs likely to morti¬ 

fy. In fome few inftances, it has indeed 

happened, that this drain has proved a ra¬ 

dical cure of the original difeafe ; but that 

has been accidental, and is not in general 

to be expedted. The intention is generally 

palliative j and if the patient lives, is mod: 

likely to require repetition : therefore, if 

there be any difference between the two 

methods, with regard either to eafe, or 

fafety, there can be no doubt which ought 

to be preferred. 

All wounds of membranous parts in ana- 

farcous or dropfical habits, are necelfarily 

both painful and hazardous ; they are apt 

to inflame : are very difficultly brought to 

fuppuration •, and will often prove gangre¬ 

nous, in fpite of all endeavours to the con- 

£rary. But the larger and deeper the wounds 
'S*. 

gire, the more probable are thefe bad con- 
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fequences. Simple pundures, with the 

point of a lancet, are much lefs liable to 

■ be attended by them, than any other kind 

of wound j they generally leave the Ikin 

eafy, foft, cool, uninflamed, andinaftate 

to admit a repetition of the fame opera¬ 

tion, if neceflary, Incifions create a pain¬ 

ful, crude, hazardous fore, requiring con- 

ftant care. Pundures feldom produce any 

uneafmefs at all j and Rand in need of only 

a fuperficial pledgit, for drefling. 

Now although there is. fo very material 

a difference in the fymptoms and trouble 

attending the two methods, yet is there 

none in their effed: the communication 

of the cells of the dartos with each other, 

is fo free through every part of it, that 

pundures made with the -fine point of a 

bleeding lancet, into the moffc fuperficial of 

them, will, as certainly and as freely, drain 

off all the water, as ^ large incifion, with¬ 

out any of its inconveniences or its hazard. 

Neither the one nor the other will cure the 
y * 

original difeafe, unlefs by mere accident: 

, they are both made, with a defign to cure 

only ‘the local one. The fame habit and 

conftitution remaining, the fame effed will 

in general follow y and the fame relief b.e 

again 
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again necelTary. The eafe, the freedom 

from bad fymptoms, or from danger, and 

the ftate in which the parts are left, render 

one method pradlicable at all times, and 

capable of being repeated as often as niay 

be thought neceffary : the fatigue, pain, 

confinement and hazard, which mod; fre¬ 

quently attend the other, make one expe¬ 

riment in general, as much as mod people 

chufe to fubmit to; or indeed have an op¬ 

portunity of complying with. 

I 

C A S E V. 

A Mari about fifty-five years old, who 

had lived freely, was aftlidled with an 

anafarcous tumor of his belly, legs, thighs, 

fcrotum and penis, accompanied with the 

general fymptoms which mod frequently 

attend fuch complaints, viz, prodration of 

appetite j little, and that high coloured, 

urine j a hard belly and a bloated face. 
\ 

He had taken many medicines by the di- 

redlion of a phyfician in the country j and 

more than one quack-remedy, fince he had 

been in London ; but to no purpofe : the 

watryload increafed daily, and thefweliing 

of 
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of the penis and fcrotum became fo trouble- 

fome, as to prevent his wearing breeches. 

In thefe circumftances, a perfon who at¬ 

tended him in the capacities of apothecary 

and furgeon, propofed to draw off the wa¬ 

ter by an incilion on each fide of the fcro- 

turn 'y to which the patient confented. The 

incifions were made, and in a few hours 

the fcrotum was empty and flaccid. 

At the diflance of five days from this 

operation, his furgeon died, and I was de- 

fired to vifit him. 

I found him in bed, with a painful, foul, 

undigefled fore, on each fide of the fcro¬ 

tum i which, though it had at firft been 

emptied by the incifion, was now again 

confiderably loaded with ferum, but at the 

fame time, hard and inflamed : the edges 

of the wounds were livid, the difeharge 

from them was a difcoloured gleet 5 and 

the pain was fo great, that the man could 

get ho reft: his pulfe was frequent, hard and 

fmall i his breathing not perfectly free j his 

jirine little, and high-coloured; his thirft 

very troublefome j his belly hard and tight: 

and having taken an opiate every night 

from the time of the operation, he had not 

Jiad a ftool for three days paft. 

I dref- 
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I dreffed .the incifions with a foft di- 

gcftive 3 and covering the whole fcrotum 

with a warm pultice, tied it up in a bag- 

trufs i diredled a glyfter to be thrown up 

immediately, and a purge to be taken the 

next morning: from which in the follow¬ 

ing day, he had four or five fiools; and by 

which his refpiration was relieved, and his 

belly rendered fofter. 

Next day the inflammatory hardnefs of 

the fcrotum feemed to be going off, but to 

be fucceeded by an emphyfematous kind of 

tumefadlion j and in four days from that of 

my firfl: vifit to him, the whole bag was in 

a ftate of mortification, notwithiianding 

the conftaift ufe of fomentation, cataplafm„ 

Having already taken a large quantity of 

medicine of different kinds, it was with 

much difiiculty, that I could prevail on him 

to hear of any more : but upon making a' 

true reprefentation to him of the ftate of 

his cafe, and of his imminent hazard, he 

conl'ented to take the bark, with fome con¬ 

fect. cardiac, and tind. rad. ferpent. every 

three or four hours. 

By putting a tea-fpoonful of brandy into 

eachdofe, it kept upon his Itomach. At 

the 
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the end of three days, the pain and fore- 

nefs were confiderably leliened j and on the 

fixth he got a little quiet deep without 

any opiate: on the ninth the mortified 

parts feemed inclined to fuppurate, and the 

gleet was fmall, in comparifon of what it 

had been : on the twelfth there was an ap¬ 

pearance of tolerable good matter from the 

edges : on the fifteenth a laudable fuppu- 

ration was eftablifhed, and the mortified 

parts were every where loofe and falling 

oft'. Inftead of a fmall quantity of high- 

coloured urine, he now made what was. 

nearly equal to his drink, and that very 

well-conditioned j and the watry extrava- 

fation in his legs and thighs was confidera¬ 

bly diminifhed. 

He now began to naufeate the bark, in. 

the form in which he had hitherto taken 

it; it was therefore changed for another,, 

which he took at larger intervals: and ta 

aftifl his urinary difeharge, his apothecary 

gave him an infufion of the cineres geniftae 

and horfe-radifh, which anfwered the pur- 
pofevery well. 

The whole ferotum and dartes caft off 

in a large flough, and left the tunicas vagi- 

nales of both tefticles, a§ bare and clean. 
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as if they had been diffedled : thefe were 
foon covered by an incarnation, which fup- 

plied the place of the fcrotum tolerably 

well; and by periifling in the ufe of the 

' fame remedies, for a few weeks longer, he 

was reftored to perfed: health. 

CASE VI. 

Man, not exceeding forty, who had 

drank freely of fpirituous liquors, was 

thereby brought into the fame circumflan- 

ces, as the patient in the preceding cafe: 

that is ; his countenance was yellow and 

bloated ; his legs, thighs, fcrotum and pe¬ 

nis, loaded with a watry tumor ; he had 

little or no appetite; and made a very fmall 

quantity of high-coloured urine. 

Internal remedies having been ineffeftu- 

ally tried for fome time, he was advifed to 

have an incifion made on each fide of the 

fcrotum; by means of which, all the fwel- 
ling both of it, and of the penis, was im¬ 

mediately removed, and the patient' much 

pleafed. 
On the fourth day from the operation 

all difcharge of ferum ■ ceafed, and the 

WQunded part fvvelled, inflamed,' and be¬ 

came very painful. Fomentation, cata- 
plafm. 
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plafm, and proper digeftive dreffings were 

ufed i but without any relief from the pain, 

or any beneficial alteration in the appear¬ 

ance of the fores. On the fixth day from 

that of the incifion, I was defired to meet 

the gentleman that had the care of him. I 
O t 

found that the hard inflammatory fwelling, 

which a day or two before had occupied 

the whole fcrotum, was now gone olf; and 

that it was become flabby and livid, efpe- 

cially about the incifions. 

I propofed his taking the cortex, but it 

was not complied with: nor do I know, 

what the medicines were which he did 

take j neither myfelf nor his attendant fur--^ 

geon being confulted on that head. Warm 

fpirituous fomentations, with proper pul- 

tice and dreflings were continued, but to 

no purpofe. I faw the patient each morn¬ 

ing, for four days; during w'hich, he got 

little or no reft, and complained of great 

pain and burning heat within his belly : 

the watry extravafation in his thighs and 

legs increafed daily; the whole fcrotum 

and fkin of the penis became black, and 

mortified, as did alfo the part of the pubes ; 

and on the eleventh day, from that on 

which the incifion was made, he died. 

C'A S E 
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CASE vir. 

Man, about forty-five years old, by 

1. jL name Corby, who was a patient in 

St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital on another ac¬ 

count, {hewed me a fwelling on the left 

fide of his fcrotum. It was large, full, 

tight, and had ail the fymptoms and ap¬ 

pearances of an hydrocele of the tunica va¬ 

ginalis, viz. the fluftuation of the fluid, 

the freedom of the upper part of the pro- 

cefs, and the concealment of the teilicle. 

I thought myfelf fo clear in the true nature 

of the difeafe, that without any fcruple, I 

pierced it with a fmall trochar in the lower 

and anterior part, and thereby let out about 

two ounces of limpid water j but could by 

no means draw off any more, though I 

preflTed a probe up through the cannula, 

and ufed every other means proper to pbtain 

it. 
I withdrew the cannula, and examined 

the fwelling again ; which was but little 

diminifhed by what had been done : but 

though it was not much decreafed in fize, 

it v/as confiderably altered iii appearance. 

I could, now very plainly dillinguilh the 
tefticlcs 

I 
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{efticle, and was convinced, that the whole 

difeafe was confined to the cells of the dar- 

tos. In fhort, it was (what I had never 

ieen before) an anafarca of that membrane, 

on one fide only having a certain quantity 

■ of the water in one cyfi; or bag, and the reft 

diffufed through the cells in the ufual man¬ 

ner : the latter made all the tumefa<ftion, 

which-remained after tapping j and the for¬ 

mer had concealed the tefticle. 

Being now truly fatisfied of the nature 

of the cafe, I made an incifion, about an 

inch long, through the ferotum into the 
» 

loaded dartos ; intending thereby to drain 

off the water 3 and by procuring a fuppura- 

tion, to cure the difeafe. Into the incifion 

I put a little dry lint 3 and tied the fero¬ 

tum up in a bag-trufs. 

To my great aftonifhment, the next day 

my drefier told me, that Corby’s ferotum 

was fwelled to a great fize, and that the in¬ 

cifion w'as already livid. I went to the Ho- 

fpital, and found it fo, I ordered the part to 

be fomented, and wrapped up in a warm 

pultice 3 and that the man fhould take the 

cortex, freely, till the phyfician fliould fee 

him. 

E 
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In three days time, the whole fcrotum,- 

and fkin of the penis was completely mor¬ 

tified ; and a confiderable part of the pubes- 

altered and vehcated : his pulfe was quick, 

and fmall : he complained of a burning 

heat in his belly and bladder his thirft was- 

intenfe ; and his extremities cold. 

For -feveral days I was convinced-, that 

each would be his laflj his fomentation, 

cataplafm, and drefiings were continued j. 

the dodtor ordered him a dram of the bark, 

as often as his floniach would bear or keep 

it, in a,julep, well impregnated with vola¬ 

tile fait i and the poor man earneflly beg¬ 

ged to be allov/ed a pint of porter a day 

which he had. At lad, in about three 

weeks time, the whole fcrotum, the inte¬ 

guments of the penis, and fome part of the 

pubes caft off, leaving the corpora caver- 

nofa, and the tunica vaginalis, as clean as 

if they had been diffedted. The man got 

well. 

More,, of the fame kind of cafes might 

he produced, in which the trouble and ha¬ 

zard attending large incifions of the fcro- 

tum,. in dropfical cafes, have been great f 

But the fimilarity of them renders it unne- 

eeflary. I fhall therefore only add, that 

froii^i 
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from the Ample pundture, I have feldom 

met with cither} and that I have as feldom 

known them fail to anfwer the purpofe for 

which they were intended, v/z. a tempo¬ 

rary difcharge of ferum^ from the cellular 

membrane. 
N 

* I 

r 

SECT. V. 

IF we confider the preceding complaint 

as merely fymptomatic, and do riot 

rank it among the different kinds of hydro-^ 

cele, there will then remain only three, 

v/z. 

I. That which confifts of a colledtion of 

water, in the cells of the tunica communis, 

or cellular membrane, enveloping and con- 

• nedting the fpermatic veffels. 

2. That which is formed by the extra- 

vafation of a fluid, in the fame coat as the 

former; but which, inflead of being dif- 

fufed through the general cellular flrudture 

of it, is confined to one cavity or cyfi:, in 

which all the water conftituting this fpe- 

cies of difeafe is contained ; the reft of the 

membrane being in its natural flate. 
y 

E*2 3. That 
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3. That which is produced by the ac¬ 

cumulation of a quantity of water, in the" 

cavity of the tunica vaginalis teftis. 

Thefe three are diftin<5l, local, and truly 

within the province of furgery. They may 

accidentally be combined or connedled' 

with other diforders, but not neceffarily j, 

and are frequently found in perfons, whofe 

general habit' is good, and who are per- 

fedlly free from all other complaints. 

The Hydrocele OF THE Cells oe 

THE Tunica communis. 

IN the anatomical account of the parts, 

which make the feats of the different 

kinds of hydrocele, it Has been obferved, 

that the fpermatic veffels, from their ori¬ 

gin quite down to their infertion into the 

teflicle, are enveloped in, and connedfed' 

together by, a membrane, called formerly 

tunica vaginalis, vaforum fpermaticorum, 

but now (more properly) tunica communis.. 

That this membrane fo enveloping the fper¬ 

matic veffels, has no one particular cavity, 

(as its old name would feem to imply j) but 

is merely cellular, as either by. inflation of 

air, or the extravafation of a fluid; will al- 
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■ways prove. That while it is within the ca¬ 

vity of the belly, its cells are lax and large j 

and when it has paffed out from thence, 

and has formed a part of the fpermatic 
r 

procefs, by enveloping its velTels, its cells 

are rather fmaller, and the membrane com- 

pofing them 'firmer. That it is included 

v/ithtn that thin expanfion of mufcular 

fibres, called the cremafter. And that a 

great number of ‘lymphatics, pafling from 

the teflicle to the receptaculum chyli, are 

always to be found in it. 

An attentive confideration of thefe cir- 
. \ 

.cumflances in the fh'udture of this part, 

will Ihew us,- why either obftrudlion, or 

breach in the lymphatic veffels ; confidera- 

ble preffure, by means of difeafed indura- 

'tions within the abdomen i or a morbid 

Hate of the parts, vrhich fliould receive the 

lymph from the veffels of the fpermatic 

chord ; may induce the difeafe in queftion : 

and alfo, when itis produced, that its appear¬ 

ance, and the nature of the extravafation, 

muff make the term cellular a very proper 

one, as expreffive of its true ffate *. 

E 3 When 

^ J’at fouventyudes tumeurs aqueufe, grolTecommc 

.des grains de raizen placees d’ efpace enefpace le long 
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When the difeafe is fimple, it is per- 

fedtly local; that is, it is confined entirely 

to the membrane forming the tunica com¬ 

munis j and does not at all affedt, either the 

dartos, the tunica vaginalis tefiis, or any 

other part. 

It is a complaint,which does not give a 

great deal of trouble, unlefs it arrives to a 

confiderable fize ; and being by no means 

fo frequent, as either of the other two kinds 

of hydrocele, it is iii general but little 

known or attended to. With fome, it 

pafies for a varix of the fpermatic chord; 

with others, for the defcent of a portion of 

omentum; which having contradted an ad- 

hefion cannot be returned. Thus, its true 

nature not being in general rightly under- 

ftood; and, it giving but little trouble or 

uneafinefs, while it is within moderate 
^ . J! ' 

« ‘ \ 

bounds •, and neither hindering any necef- 

fa ry 

‘‘ ducordpn fpermatiqueaccompagnerune veritablehy- 

drocele placee iur le corps de tefticule/’ Le Dran. 

The firft part of this paragraph is a juR- and true de- 

fcription of the hydrocele of the cells of the tunica com¬ 

munis, when not much diRended : but if by une veri- 

table hydrocele,”Mr. Le Dran means that of the tu¬ 

nica vaginalis, his defcription of it, as Une tumeut 

aqueufe placee lur le corps du tefticule,” is very inex- 

prefiive, inadequate, and likely to convey an erroneous 
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faryaiflion or faculty ; they who nave it, 

•are tnoft frequently advifed to be contented 

with a fufpenfary-bandage, and find very 

little inconvenience from it. 

Sometimes it arifes to fo large a fize, 

and gets into fuch a {late, as'to become an 

objedl of furgery, and to require our very 

ferious attention. 

In general, while it is of moderate fize^ 

the {late of it is as follows. The fcrotal 

bag is free from all appearance of dii'eafe ; 

except that when the fiein is not corruga¬ 

ted, it feems rather fuller, and hangs rather 

lower on that fide, than on the other; and 

if fufpended lightly in the palm of the 

hand, feels, heavier ; the tellicle with its 

epididymis, is to be felt perfedlly difiincd; 

below this fulnefs 1 neither enlarged, nor 

in any manner altered, from its naturaJl 

{late: the fpermatic procefs is confiderably 

larger than it ought to be; and feels like a 

varix, or like an omental hernia; according 

to the different fize of the tumor •; it has 

a pyramidal kind of form, broader at the 

bottom than at the top : by gentle and con¬ 

tinued prelTure, it feems gradually to re- 

,cede or go. up ; but drops down again im- 

isnediatejy, upon removing the prelTure: 

E 4 and 
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and that as freely in a fupine, as in an 

cred: pofture : it is attended with a very 

fmall degree of pain or uneafinefs; which 

iineafmefs is not felt in the fcrotnm, where 

the tumefadion is, but in the loins. 

If the extravafation be confined to-what 
’ V 

is called the fpennatic procefs, the opening 

in the tendon of the abdominal niufcle is 

not at all dilated ; and the procefs pafllng 

thro’ it, may be very diftindly felt: but if 

the cellular membrane which inverts the 

fpermatic veffels within the abdomen be 
/ 

afteded, the tendinous aperture is inlarged ; 

and the, increafed fize of the diftended 

membrane parting thro' it, produces to the 

touch, a fenfation, not very unlike that of 

an omental rupture, 

While it is fmall it is hardly an objed 

of furgeryj the pain or inconvenience which 

it produces being fo little, that few people 

would chufe to fubmit to an operation 

to get rid of it; and it is very feldom ra¬ 

dically curable without one : But when it 

is large, or afteds the membrane within ■ 
the cavity, as well as without, it becomes 

an apparent deformity; is very inconvenient 

both from'its rtze and weight ; and the 

only method of cure, which it admits, is 

■ far 

I 



HYDROCELE, 57 , 

far from being void of hazard; as mufl: 

appear to every one who will conhder, or 

who is at all acquainted either with ,the 
nature of lymphatic extravafation, or ab- 

forption; or, with the frequent confe- 

quences of wounds inflidfed on parts merely 

membranous. 

CASE VIIL 

A Man about fifty-five, defired me to 
look at a rupture, under which he faid 

that he had laboured for feveral years. For 
the greateft part of that time he had worn 

a fteel trufs, which had given him little or 
no uneafinefs, but had never kept his rup¬ 

ture up. During all this time he had never 

had any fymptoms of obftrudlion in the in- 
teftinal canal; nor had the tumor ever in- 

creafed in fize, or altered its appearance, 

until within thelafi: three or four months ; 

when he had been perfwaded to change 
his trufs, for a bandage without iron j and 

to make ufe of an external application, 

which v/as faid to be infallible. 
, vVhat the application was, I know notj 

but its effedl was an excoriation of the 

groin and parts about j the bandage was 

made 

I 
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made of dimity ; had a large hard bolfter, 

with three or four buckles ; and was buck¬ 

led on, very tight. 

He faid, that the pain it had caufed, had 

been great; but that he had chearfully 

fubmitted to it having been allured,' that 

the medicines affifted by the prelTure would 

foon Ihrink up a piece of caul, which was 

in the fcrotum ; and thereby free him from 

all poffibility of a return of his difeafe ^ 

and that after that was done, he might 

leave off all kind of bandage, and do as 

he pleated. 
He had now made the experiment, till 

the pain was fo great, and the parts fo 

fvvelled, that he could endure it no longer. 

The fcrotum was much inflamed, and 

fwelled i the groin excoriated ; the tefticle 

enlarged, but not hard j the fpermatic 

procefs quite up to the belly, full, tight, 

and fo exquifitely painful, that he could 

not bear the moll gentle handling j he 

had no obllrudion on his going to llool j 

nor any fymptom of the confinement of 

any part of the inteftinal canal. The 

principal information which I could get, 

was from his own account j for he could 

not bear the High tell touch. From this 
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it appeared to me, that whatever might be 

the true ftate of the cafe, it was very clear, 

that the firft thing to be done was to ob¬ 

tain eafe. I therefore put him to bed ; 

bled him freely, ordered him to have a 

glyfter thrown up immediately; and to 

take two fpoonfuls of a purging mixture 

every two or three hours, until he fhould 

have a free difcharge per anum j and then 

to take a grain of extradl. thebaic. I 

wrapped up the fcrotum, and covered the 

groin and pubes with a warm foft pul- 

tice, and put on a bag trufs. 

He pafled the day in a very uneafy reft- 

lefs ftate j and in the evening, finding his 

pulfe not at all lower, nor his pain lefs, 

(his purging rnixture having done its duty) 

I took away fourteen ounces more of 

blood, and ordered his opiate to be taken 

again, and repeated at the difiance of every 

fix hours. Forty-eight hours pafied over, 

during which time he took feven grains 

of opium," before he could get deep or 

eafe; and when he obtained the former, 

it did not lafi more than three or four 

hours, (an efted; I have feveral times feen, 

in the exhibition of large and frequently- 

repeated 
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pcated dofes of opium, given either to 

appeafe pain, or .to quiet a phrenzy.) 

When he awoke, he was eafier, and 

feemed to be much refrefhed ; his pulfe 

was fofter ; his perfpiration free j and the 

parts lefs inflamed, and lefs painful ; his 

pultice was renewed, after fomentation 

and be was directed to take a draught of 

the common emullion every fix hours, with 

fome manna and nitre in it; by which 

means he had, in the courfe of the next 

day, two plentiful difcharges byftool. 

By thefe means, within the ipace of fix 

or feven days, all his inflammatory fymp- 
7 

toms were removed ; and the parts re¬ 

duced to nearly the fame ftate, in which 

they were when he put on his dimity 

bandage: that is, the tefticle was of its 

natural fize, but the fpermatic procefs large 

and full, tho’foft, and indolent, and feel¬ 

ing very like to a fmall omental rupture. 

For greater-certainty, I kept him in bed 

a day or two more; and confined him to 

the fame low regimen, with an open body. 

The fpermatic procefs continued in the 

fame fiate. I attempted to reduce the ap¬ 

parent rupture, but without fuccefs ; tho’ 

there was no reafon to think that there 

w-as 
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was the leaft ftridure made on it by the 

tendon of the abdominal mufcle. I could 

indeed make a fmall part of it recede, but 

even that did not pafs* the opening at all 

like a piece of omentum; it did not give 

any of that fenfation to my fingers, not 

produce that kind of noife, which the re¬ 

turn of a rupture into the abdomen gene¬ 

rally does y and the moment I removed 

my fingers, it fell down again^ altho’ the 

patient was in a fupine pofture.. In' fhort, 
I 

I made attempts for reduftion fo long, and 

fo often, that I was perfedlly fatisfied that 

the prolapfed part was not reducible y (at 

leaft by me.) 

k now gave him no pain, nor uneafineis 

of any kind ; but he had fuftered fo much 

from the prefliire of his bandage, and was 

fo fatisfied (from the fuccefslefs attempts 

which I had made,) that his rupture was 

not capable of being reduced, that he con¬ 

tented himfelf with a common fufpenfory 

bag, and found not the leaft alteration in 

it, for the fpace of three years. At the 

end of this time he was attacked with a 
peripneumony, and died. 

I obtained leave to examine his body, 

found, that what I had taken for a 
/• 

' portion,. 

S 

/ 
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^portion of omentum, was a coIIed:ion of 

water in the cells of the tunica communis 

of the fpermatic velTels, on the outfide of 

the cavity of the abdomen ; that nothing 

elfe had paffed thro’ the tendon, of the 

oblique mufcle ; and that the teflicle, and 
✓ 

tunica vaginalis were perfedlly unafFedled. 

Notwithflanding the account, which 

this patient had given of himfelf, and of 

• his having frequently reduced his rupture,- 

I am fatisfied that he never had one; and 

that his difeafe had, from the firft, been 

what it at laft appeared to be. There was 

no fign of an hernial fac i and tho’ the re¬ 

turn of fuch fac back again into the belly, 

after it has been in the groin or, fcrotum, 

is a thing much talked of by late writers, 

I do not believe that it ever happened. 

This fteel trufs did not prefs hard e- 

nough to produce any mifchief, and was 

thought not to have kept his rupture up i 

and the fymptoms, under which I found ’ 

him. labouring, were occafioned merely 

by the dimity bandage, fubftituted in the 

place of his trufs; which having large 

hard bolfters, and being buckled on -very 

tight, prefled violently on the fpermatic 

veflTels and loaded membrane. 

CASE 

/ 

/ 
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CASE IX. 

A Healthy middle-aged man applied to 

me one day, while I was dreffing the 

Hofpital, and fhewed me a conliderable 

fwelling in his fcrotum. I examined it> 

and told him I believed it to confift of 

water. He replied, he knew it j for that 

Mr. Baker, then one of the furgeons of the 

Weftminiler Infirmary, had a few days 

before drawn fome from it by pundturo-' 

with a lancet. Upon hearing this, I exa- ‘ 

mined it again, imagining th^t I might 

poffibly find it to be blood: (a circum- 

flance which now and then happens, after 

tapping a common hydrocele :) but ftill it 

appeared to me to have all the marks of 

a tumor from water, and to be principally 

in the fpermatic chord. The dartos was 

indeed a little thickened by the- infinua- 

tion of a fmall quantity of a fluid into 

fome of its cells, but the teflicle was much 

too plainly diflinguifliable, for the cafe to 

be taken for a hydrocele of the tunica va¬ 

ginalis j nor was the upper part of the 

proeefs, in that free fl;ate in which it is 

moft frequently found, in that difeafe. I 

took 
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took him into the Hofpital, and ordered 

him to keep his bed, till I faw him the 

next day; at which time I paiJed a, fmall 

trocar into the anterior part of the tumor 

a little higher than ufual; at firll: a limpid 

ferum flowed freely; but that foon flop¬ 

ped, and I was neceflitated to pafs a probe 

frequently up the cannula, to get away the 

remainder; neither could I, either by that 

means, or by preflhre, reduce the fcrotum 

to a proper fize, or remove the fulnefs of 
t 

the procefs above. I ordered the part to 

be fomented night and morning, and the 

whole fcrotum and groin to be covered 

with a foft pultice; and that the man 

ftould take a folution of manna and glau- 

ber’s fait the next morning. The appli- 

tions were continued, and the purge re¬ 

peated every fecond, or third day, for a 

fortnight; at the end of which time, the 

fwelling was - as large as when I firfl faw 

it. 

During this interval of time, I frequent¬ 

ly examined the parts ; and always found 

the teflicle much more free, and indepen¬ 

dent, than I had ever felt it in a hydrocele 

of the tunica vaginalis. It appeared to me, 

from the kind of fluid which had already 

been 
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been twice let out, and from, the prefent 

appearance of the part, that no cure would 

be obtained without laying the whole 

open but as I was by no means certain, 

what was the precife nature of the difeafe, 

or in what date the parts might be found, 

r informed the man that it might poffibly 

become neceffary to remove that telHcle. 

To th is he confented ; and I made an inci^ 

fion, thro’ the fkin, from the groin, down as 

low as the tefticle; intehding, if I had found 

the procefs difeafed, to have caftrated. 

The incifion was followed by a large 

difcharge of water, not only from the lowef 

part, where there feemed to have been a 

con'fiderable colleftion in one cavity i but 

from the furface of the whole cellular 

membrane incloling the fpermatic velTelSi 

Finding this membrane no other way dif¬ 

eafed than by the watery diftention of its 

cells, I went no farther with my operation* 

but filled the incifion lightly* with foft lint. 

For three or four days the difcharge of 

ferum was large; but that ceafing, a plen¬ 

tiful fuppuration fucceeded which was 

followed by a perfect fubfidencc of the 

whole tumor; .and in due time the wound 

healed, and the man obtained a cure. 

■ • , F -CASE 
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C A S E X. 

A Gentleman about thirty-five years of 

age, came out of the North> to Lon¬ 

don, for the afliftance of Mr. William 

Sharpe, in the cafe of a large tumor of 

the fcrotumj which, he faid, had been 

coming five or fix years. 

The account which he gave of it was, 

that at firft it ^vas fmall, eafily (as he 

thought) put up,' but came down again 

immediately! which he attributed to his 

not having been accommodated with a 

proper bandage •, that at the end of a- 

bout nine months, or rather more, he 

found that he could not reduce it at all, 

whatever pains he took, or whatever po- 

fture he put liimfeif into ; and that from 

this time, its increafe had been daily more 

apparent. The cafe was fingular; and 

Mr. Sharpe defired me to fee it with him. 

The fcrotum was of a raoft prodigious 

fize! it hung more than half-way down 

to the patient’s knee ; it was very ill fup- 

' ported, by an aukward bag of his own 

making ; and, toward the lower part, was 

much 
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much ulcerated, by negledled excoriations* 

Different parts of the tumor felt very dif- 

feren,tly j in fome places, it was hard i iit 

fome, foft; and in others, a thin fluid was 

palpably, difcoverable. The fpermatic 

procefs was large and full, -quite up to the 

groin i the aperture in the abdominal 

mufcle was confiderably dilated by it •, and 

when the patient coughed, the whole tu¬ 

mor was manifeftly diflrended: his ftools 

were regular, his appetite good, his urine 

proper in quality, but very deficient in 

quantity, his foie complaints were, a pain 

in his V back (proceeding as we fuppofed 

from the weight of fcrotum) •, and a 

languor, and difpiritednefs, which he had 

not been accuilomed to, and could not 

account for. 
* 

The feel of fome part of the tumor, was 

like that of an inteilinal hernia, in which 

there is no ib-i£lure, and the gut does its 

office in fcroto j but other parts of it were 

fo unlike to this, and the upper part of 

it toward the groin was fo large, and fo 

hard, that we remained in great doubt 

concerning the true nature of the contents. 

When we had fufficiently examined the 

tumor in an eredt pofture, vve put the pa- 

F z tient 
* 
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tient into a fupine one, which produced a 

confiderable alteration in the appearances. 

The tumor became manifeftly lefs, and 

fofter j and feemed, by retiring, to occa- 

fion a large fwelling on that fide of the 

belly, jufi above the os ilion, tending 

backward toward the region of the kidney. 

Upon continued preflure, the contents of 

the fcrotum feemed to recede Hill more j 

and fiill as they receded, the fwelling on 

the fide of the belly increafed. When wc 

had got up to a certain point, we could 

get up no more j but during our endea¬ 

vours, to return as much as we could, we 

■clearly difcovered Sthat the tumor in the 

fcrotum, and that within the belly, were 

produced by the fame body; that there 

was a palpable and free Audi nation, from 

the one to the other j and that the. 

harder parts were mere indurations, and 

thickenings of the integuments and com¬ 

mon membrane. 

The burden was fo great, that the pa¬ 

tient was defirous of being eafed, at any 

rate. We communicated to him our opi- 

■nions, our fufpicions, fears, and uncer¬ 

tainty j and told him what hazard might 

poffibly be incurred, by adling according 
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to the former, if we fhould be miftaken ; 
t ^ 

but he being determined to endeavour to 

obtain relief, at all events, and we being 

prepared, as well as we could for what¬ 

ever might happen, made a fmall incifion 

into the lower and anterior part of the tu¬ 

mid fcrotum. 

As foon as we had divided the fkin, a 

quantity of clear limpid water burfl forth, 

of which we caught above a quart; and 

then the opening was flopped, by fome- 

thing which thruft itfelf out, and looked 

like a piece of cellular membrane loaded 

with water. We cut a part of it oif, and 

gently pulhed back the reft with a probe; 

while, by moderate and continued preflure, 

' we drained off eleven Winchefter pints of 

water. 

When we could get no more away, we 

would have enlarged the opening ; but our 

patient found himfelf fo lightned, and fo 

«aly, that he would not permit it. 

The fcrotum, it is true, was confide- 

rably lefiTened ; but in no proportion to the 

quantity of water which had been drawn 

off: the whole fpermatic procefs, from the 

tefticle quite up to the belly, was ftill 

large and full; and the abdominal opening 

F 3 ftUl 
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ftill dilated by a large body pafling thro’ 

it} but, as the fwelling in the belly could 

not now be felt in any pofture, and as the 

fcrotum was reduced to fuch a hze, as to 

be eafily fupportable by a bag trufs, he. 

determined to wait the effedl of what had 

already been done. In little more than a 

month we faw him again, the tumor in the 

fide of the belly was as apparent, the fluc¬ 

tuation as palpable, and the burden as great 

as when we firfl: faw him. His health 

was fiill good in general ; but his face ap¬ 

peared to me to be more pale and wan, 

and he complained ftill more of thirfl: and 

languor. 

As we were now fure of the nature of 

the contents, we divided the whole fcro¬ 

tum from the bottom upward. The lower 

part was formed into a cyfl;, or bag, made 

by the prelTure of the water, which was 

difcharged upon the firfl; introdudtion of the 

knife j but all the reft of the tumor was 

formed, by the diflufion of ferum thro’ all 

the ftrudlure of the tunica communis, the 

cells of which, were all much enlarged with 

it, quite up to the groin j the tefticle being 

very diftindl, and free from difeafe. The 

ferum oozed freely from all parts of this 

membrane 

t 
4 
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membrane by gentle prefFare'j and- as it 

feemed to I'ubfidc confiderably thereby, we 

meddled no farther, but contented our- 

felves with filling the incifion lightly with 
I 

dry lint, and fufpending the fcrotum in a 

bag trufs. 

During the firfi; two or three days, the 

difcharge of water was conftant and plen¬ 

tiful; and the fore was (as might be ex- 

pedled) crude, and undigefled; but without 

any of that inflammatory hardnefs and 

fwelling, which wounds, made in fuch 

parts, in healthy fanguine people, generally 

have ; on the contrary, the lips were flaccid, 
% 

and foft : it is true, he was perfecly free 

from fever or pain; and except the circum- 

fiances juft mentioned of thirft and lan¬ 

guor, he had no apparent diforder but 

they were great and troublefome. The 

difcharge of water continued large, and 

his wound neither digefted nor inflamed 

nor did it wear any the leaft appearance of 

gangrene, or mortification ; his languor 

and anxiety increafed daily; and on the 

14th day from that of the operation, he 

died ; the fore ftill wearing the fame face. 

Upon opening his body, we found ail 

the cellular membrane which invefted the 

F 4 fpermatic 
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fpermatic veilels within the abdomcnj 

loaded with water, and diftended in a very 

irregular manner, from the origin of the 

faid veflels quite down to the opening of 

the oblique mufcle j at this place it was 

contradled into a round, or rather a flat- 

tilh body, of lefs fize, but ilill fo large, as 

to dilate the opening in the tendon conli-.- 

derably. Below this it was again expand¬ 

ed," and diftended with water, thro’ all its 

'cells j but the tefticle, and its tunica vagi^ 

nalis were in a found ftate, and perfectly 

unalfedled by the difeafe, 

Was it the large difcharge of ferum, or 

the free divifion of membranous parts, 

which occafioned this gentleman’s death ? 

For my own part, I am inclined to attri-i- 

bute it to the former ; for though an in^ 
I 

cifion, made in parts of fuch ftrudlure, and 

fo difeafed, does fometimes prove fatal, 

yet the parts themfelves in fuch cafe, ge^ 

nerally Ihew, by a gangrenous or mortis 

fied appearance, what fhare fuch operation 

has in the patient’s deftrudlion. 

In this cafe, there was indeed no dige^ 

ftion, nor any of that inflammation, which 

always precedes fuppuration; nor, on the 

Other hand, was there any appearance like 

gangrene 



I H Y D R o C E L E, &c. 73 

gangrene or fphacelus j but his manner 

of dying was very much like that of thofe 

who are deftroyedby large haemorrhages. 

* 

I 

SECT. VI. 

The encysted Hydrocele of the 

Tunica communis, 

This fpecies of Hydrocele has its feat 

in the fame part as the preceding, 

a;£o. the tunica communis, or cellular . 

membrane, which in veils the fpermatic 

velTels : with this difference, that in the 

former the water is diffufed in general 

thro’ ,all the cells of the membrane j where¬ 

as in this, it is contained in one cavity only. 

If any of the three kinds of hydrocele de- 

ferves the name of encyfted, it is this. 

The water which conftitutes it, being all 

contained in a bag, formed in the fame 

manner, as all the coats, of all encyfled 

tumors are, viz. by mere prelfure, and , 

condenfation of the common membrane. 

It is a complaint by no means infre¬ 

quent, efpecially in children. It was very 

well 
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well known to many of the Ancients, and 

has been very accurately defcribed by fome 

of them* ; but later writers have often 

miftaken it for, and reprefented it as, a 

fpecies of wind-rupture, or pneumatocele ; 

a difeafe exifling in their imaginations 

only. It moil frequently poffeffes the 

middle part of the procefs, between the 

tefticle and groin, and is generally of an 

oblong 

^ By Albucafis, by Celfus, Paul US iEgineta, and Others, 

The laft has particularly diftinguiftied this kind ofhy- 

drocele, from that of the tunica vaginalis, by a very juft 

defcrlption of both ; Si humor in membrana fupernata 

coierit, tumor alterius tefticuli imaginem exhibet. 

Quibusin Erythroidetunicahumorcomprehenfuseft, 

tumor rotundus paululuni, et ovi modolongiufculus : 

his tefticulus in confpedlum non vcnit, ut quiundi- 

quaque fit implicitus.’^ 

I'hc former of thefedefciptions our countryman Peter 

Lowe, has moft probably copied, when he fays, It is 

fometimes inclofed in a membrane, and appeareth 

like a third tefticle.’- 

Heifterfpeaks of this fpecies of hydrocele as very rare, 

only quotes the authority ofothers to prove itsexiftence, 

and feems in fome meafure to confound it with a coHec- 

tion of fluid in a congenial hernial fac. 

Page 842, he fays, Qu.andoque tamen etiam, ut 

nonnulliautoresreferunt, inperitonaei proceflu,fupra 

** tefticulum, liquor praeter naturam colligitur'; imo 

etiam in produdlione peritonaei, ab inteftinorum her» 

niaorta, copiofumliquoremincadavere, fe£lioneali« 

quandQ 
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oblong figure 3 whence it has by.fome 

people been compared to an egg, by others 

to a fifh’s bladder. Whether it be large 

or fmall, it is generally pretty tenfe, and’ 

confequently the fluduation of the water 

within it, not always immediately, oreafily 

perceptible j for which reafon it has been 

fuppofed to contain air only. It gives no 

pain, nor (unlefs it be very large indeed) 

does it hinder any neceflary adtion. It is 

perfcdly circumfcribed; and has no com¬ 

munication, either with the cavity of the* 

belly above, or that of the vaginal coat 

of the tefiicle below it. The tefitis and 

' its 

“ quando deprehendi.” And in a note on thispaflage, 

he adds, ” Weidemannus, nec non Boerhavius, item- 

“ queGarengeotus et Draniusmemorantiftiufmodi hy- 
“ droeeles cafus quandoque obfervari j ubi digito con- 

“ tingi tefticulus queat; atque tunc fupra tefticulumin 

“ peritonsi proceffu tumorem et humorem confiftere. 

“ In enteroceie autein contrarium quandoque ufu vc- 

“ nire, propterea quod inteftina interdum, ut fupra 

“ monui, ufque intunicam vaginalem, per feptum illud 

“ naturale, quod tefticulum a parte fuperiori procelTus 

“ peritonai diftinguit penetraverunt.” 

Sed rari admodum fint neceile eft, ad quos modo 

laudati autores provocant cafus. Ego fane quanquam 

plurimos homines enteroceie, non minus quam hy- 

“ drocele laborantes fanaverim, nunquam tamen adbuc 
ita rem inyeni, &c;” 
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its epididymis, are perfedlly and diftindlly 

to be felt below the tumor, and are abfo- 

lutely independent of it. The upper part 

of the fpermatic procefs in the groin is 

rrioil: frequently very didinguilhable. The 

fwelling does not retain the impreffion of 

the fingers j and when lightly ftruck upon, 

founds as if it contained v/ind only. It 

undergoes no alteration from change of 

the patient’s pofture j nor is affedled by 

his coughing, fneezing, &c. and has no 

effedt on the difcharge per anum. 

Thefe marks (while the difeafe is fimple 

and uncombined with any other) are fuf- 

ficient to diftinguifh it by, from all others 

which may aftedf the farne part 1 but it 

fometimes happens, that the prefent com¬ 

plaint is found connedled either with a 

true hernia, or 'with a hydrocele of the 

tunica vaginalis j by which the cafe is ren¬ 

dered complex, and lefs eafy to be under- 
I 

flood. 

In this, as in every other cafe, where 

from a complication of fymptoms and ap¬ 

pearances,' a combination of difeafes may 

be fufpedled, there is but one method of 

invefligating the truth j which is, to con- 

fider carefully what diforders the part ag¬ 

grieved 
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grieved is naturally liable to j wnat the 

diftinft fymptbms and appearances of each 

of thofe'arb and' what are the effedls of 

the prefent-complaint. The two difeafes 

with which this' kind of hydrocele is moft 

likely to be combined, are, as I fald be¬ 

fore, an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis 

teftis, and a true hernia ; the parts within 

the groin, the fpermatic procefs, and the 

ferotum being the feat of all three. 

One mark, or charadleriftic of an hydro¬ 

cele of the tunica vaginalis teftis, is, that 

it potTeffes and diftends the inferior part of 

the ferotum j and that the tefticle being 

nearly, (tho’not abfolutely) furrounded by 

the water, it very feldom happens, that 

the former can be clearly and plainly di- 

ilinguifhed by the fingers of an examiner } 
whereas in the encyfiied colleftion, in the 

membranes of the chord, the tumor is al¬ 

ways above the teflicle, which is obvious 

and plain to be felt below it. 

Another circumftance worth attending 

to,- is, that altho’ the fluid in a hydrocele 

of the vaginal coat does fo nearly furround 

the teflis, as to render it often not very 

eafy to be diftinguiflied, yet the different 

parts of the tumor have always a very dif¬ 

ferent 
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ferent.feel: for inftance, in all thofe points 

where the vaginal tunic is loofe, and un- 

-connedted with the tunica albuginea, the 

tumor is fc^t and comprellihle, and gives 

a clear idea of the contained - fluid; but 

when thefe two coats are continuous, or 

make one and the fame membrane, and 

have no cavity between them (which is 

the cafe on the middle and poflerior part) 

there will always be found a hardnefs and 

firmnefs, very unlike to what is to be found 
I 

in all thofe places,, where the diftance * be¬ 

tween the two tunics leaves room for the 

colledlion of a fluid : now the hydrocele 

of the'chord being formed in the mere cel¬ 

lular membrane of it, is the fame to the 

touch in all the parts of the tumor, and 

feels like a diflended bladder thro’ every 

point of it. 

-The free ftate of the upper part of the 

f|)ermatic procefs, while the tumor is 

fbrminff below ; the gradual accumulation 

of the fluid, and confequently the gradual 

growth of the fwelling ; the indolent and 

unaltering flate of it ^ its being incapable of 
reduction, 

* “ Tunica Erythroides naturae nervofae, in gibba 

quidem et anteriore e tefticulo libera eft, in concava 

et pofteriori ipfi adherefcit ex periton^Q QJ'iginen^ 

trahens.” Paulus 

I 
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redudtion, or return into the belly from the 

firft: its being always unalfeded by the 

patient’s coughing, or fneezing ; and the 

uninterrupted freedom of the fascal dif- 

charge per anum, will always diftinguilh 

it from an inteftinal hernia j and he who 

miftakes it for an omental one, muft be 

very ignorant, or very heedlefs. 

Now, altho’ there may not always be fucli 

external mai'ks as may, to the eye, explain 

the combination of thefe difeafes with each 

other; yet the particular feat, and lymptom 

of each being known, and the fenfations 

which they produce to the fingers of an 

intelligent examiner being well under- 

Rood, when fuch mixed charadterifiics are 

found in the fame fubjed:, we may reafon- 

ably conclude the cafe to be complex, and 

adt accordingly. 

I have indeed feen an encyfled hydro¬ 

cele, fituated fo high toward the groin, as 

to render the perception of the fpermatic 

vefiels very obfcure, or even impradlicable; 

but then, the ftate and appearance of the 

tefticle, and the abfence of every fymptom 

proceeding from confinement of the inte¬ 

ftinal canal, were fufficient marks of the 

true nature of the complaint. 

Infants 
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Infants are much more fubjedl to this 

difeafe, than adults} tho’ it often affedls 

the latter* 

In young children^ it frequently diffi-“ 

pates in a thort time, efpecially if affifted 

by warm fomentation, and an open belly. 

If it does not difperfe, that is, if it be 

not abforbed, the point of a lancet will 

give difeharge to the water j and in young 

children, will mofl frequently produce a 

cure: but in adults, the cyft formed by 

the preflure of the fluid does fometimes 

become fo thick, as to require divifion 

thro’ its whole length ; which operation 

may in general be performed with great 

eafe, and perfect fafety: I fay in general, 

becaufe it is mofl; frequently fo} tho’ I 

have feen, even this, flight as it may feem, 

prove troublefoaie, hazardous, and fatal. 

Of fuch confequence are wounds in mem« 

branous parts in fome particular habits. 

C A S E XI. 

it A Lad about fixteen years old, was taken 

into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, 

with a complaint which he had been told 

was a rupture. 
The 
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The tumor was large ; of an oblong fi¬ 
gure j began juft below the exit of the 
fpermatic veflels, from the belly; and ex¬ 
tended to the bottom of the fcrotum : but 
in the middle of it, 'was a depreflion, or 
flridture,' which feemed to divide it nearly 
into two equal parts. The upper part was 
fo high, that I could not feel the fpermatic 
procefs, at all fatisfaftorily; and altbo’ 
there,was palpably a fluid in the whole 
of the fwelling, yet the upper and lower 

parts of it did not feera to communicate 
with each other; at leafl the fluctuation 
thro’ them was not difcernible. As he had 
never had. any fymptom of a true hernia; 

^ and’as the account he gave, of the gradual 
formation of the tumor, joined to the 
fludluation, &c. convinced me that it was 
principally, if not totally, water, I pierced 
the lower part carefully, and drew off near¬ 
ly half a pint of a yellowifh ferum; by 
which.-mekns the' fcrotum became imme- 

•« 

diately empty and rugous, and the teflicle 

clearly diftinguifhable : but.the upper part 
of the fwelling remained as large, and as 
tenfe as before •, nor could I by any means 
obtain a drop of fluid more from below. 

G The 
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The next day I ordered him a brifk 

purge, which operated well; and two or 

three days after, being fatisfied that the 

intellinal canal could have no fliare in the 

complaint, I thruft a lancet, into the an¬ 

terior part of the upper tumor ; by which 

means a quantity of limpid ferum was 

difeharged, and the whole fwelling imme¬ 

diately difappeared ; leaving the fpermatic 

veffels free, and eafily diflinguilhable. 

In a few days he left the Hofpital; and 

at the end of a year, or a little more, he 

came to me again, with the lower part of 

the ferotum full; but without any appear¬ 

ance of the tumor above. In fliort, his 

former flate confided of a complication 

of the encyded hydrocele of the fpermatic 

chord, with that of the tunica vaginalis 

tedis : the former was cured by. the fird 
pundlure, the latter was now as full as 

ever. 

. Confidering the lad’s age, andJtempera- 
ment, I advifed him to fubmit to the ope¬ 

ration for the radical cure by incifion ; 

which operation was performed, and he 

got well in about feven wrecks; nor has had 

any return of either complaint fince. 

CASE 

\ 

‘ /--.a'.w... ' \ 
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CASE XIL 

A Man about thirty-five, who had for 

fome years been troubled with a hy¬ 

drocele of the tunica vaginalis, which had 

often been emptied by puniture, came to 

me for advice. 

The fwelling in the fcroturn, h^ faid, 

was now about one third of the fize it 

ufed to be of, when he had been accuftomT 

ed to have it tapped: it was not tenfe | 

was of an irregular figure ; and plainly 

contained a fluid. But it Was not on ac-? 

count of this tumor that he applied tp me, 

Within two months pafl: he ha4 difco- 

vered another fmall fwelling; higher up 

towards his groin j perfedly diftind from 

the lower one: it was about the fize of 

the largefl: French walnut ? of an oblong- 

figure.; abfolutely indolent; very tenfe; 

and left the fpermatic procefs, at its exit 

from the abdomen, perfedlly free. ' 

From the appearance which thefe tur 

mors made, and from the patient’s account, 

I made no doubt of the nature of the cafe, 

one was rpade by a 

2 collection 
■ •> < I ■ i M 
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colleilion of water, in a cyft, formed iii' 

the cellular membrane which makes the 

tunica communis of the fpermatic veffels; 

and that the lower one was a true hydro¬ 

cele, of the tunica vaginalis telfis. 

Upon this prefumption, I pierced the 

upper one with a lancet; and let out a 

fmall wine-glafs full of clear limpid ferum. 

The tumor immediately fubfided, and left 

the whole fpermatic procefs free;, but the 

lower fvvelling was not at all affedted by 

what had been done above. The punc¬ 

ture v/as well in a day or two; and the 

hydrocele of the vaginal coat, not being 

full enough to be at all troublefome, he 
O 

would not permit me to meddle with that. 

At the end of about nine months'he lent 

for me; his hydrocele was full and large, 

but he had not the fmalleft appearance of 

the tumor in the procefs. The water was 

let out by pundture, as ufual ; as it has 

been feveral times fince ; but he has never 

fuffered any return of the colledlion im 

the procefs, 
• / 

* t 

C A S E 
f , 

to..’ 

I 
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A Lad about fourteen years old,, was 

brought into St. Bartholomew’s Ho- 

fpital, for a rupture •, which a furgeon'(who 

had feen him at home) had told his friends, 

was not in a fituation to admit delay : and 

it being my week for accidents, I was fent 

for immediately. I found a large tumor, 

full, and tight, poffeiTing the whole ,fper- 

matic procefs and fcrotum, from the groin 
I 

quite down to the tetlicle ; which was in¬ 

dependent of it, and perfectly didinguilh- 

:able. As he lay on his back, it was per- 

fcdlly indolent; but in an eredl podure, 

or in the acflion of Hooping, he complained 

of pain : it was not tender to the touch, 

unlefs prefled hardj and it was nearly of 

equal flze from the top to the bottom ; it 

■bore fo hard again ft the opening in the 

abdominal naufcle, that I could, by no 

means,, .feel the fpermatic procefs; he faid, 

that it had appeared within a week; and, 

that he had had no ftool for flve days paft. 

Some of thefe yvere circumftances of 

importance, and might be occafioned by 

^ ilridlure on the inteflinal canal; but, on 

G 3 the 
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the-Other hand, his pulfe was foft, caln)> 

and (|tiiet j and his Ikin cool ; he had nei* 

' ther tight belly, naufea, hiccough, nor 

Vomiting j nor any other fymptom (general 

Or particular) deducible from fuch caufe. 

From the mere appearance, and feel of 

the tumor, I fliould have fuppofed it to be 

caufed by water; but the difficulty of di- 

ftinguifhing the fpermatic procefs above, 

the freedom of the tedicle below, and 

the want of flools, made me hefitate. 

But tho’ I was in fome doubt concern¬ 

ing the precife nature of the cafe, yet I was 

very clear, there was no immediate necef-, 

fity for an operation. Therefore having 

found, that I could not return any part of 

the contents of the tumor into the belly, 

I took away fixteen ounces of blood from 

his arm; ordered a glyiler to be thrown 

up immediately ; and two fpoonfuls bf a 

purging mixture, to be taken every two 

hours, until a plentiful difcharge per anum 

ffiould be procured. 

He took his mixture only twice, and 

had fix large ftools that afternoon; and 

when I faw him the next morning, he was 

perfedtly well in health, but the tumor 
♦ ^ 

■e3ca^tl|t the fame, I examined it again, 

and 

/ 
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and again, and was ftill more pofitive, that 

it contained a fluid ; but whether that fluid 

was-in the tunica communis, or in a-her¬ 

nial fac, I could by no means be clear. 

However, as there was no poflible me¬ 

thod of getting rid of it but by an opening, 

I determined to make one with fuch cau¬ 

tion, as to be prepared for whatever might 

happen. 

I made a fmall incifion, into the ante¬ 

rior, and lower part : when I had divided 

the flcin and cellular membrane, I found 

a firm hard membrane, which I took for 

the fac of an hernia this I divided with 

the fame caution, and gave difcharge to 

a confiderable quantity of ferum •, upon 

which the whole fwelling immediately 

fubfided, the fpermatic procefs appeared 

in a natural flate, and the opening in the 

tendon undilated. 
r 

The incifion was drefied fuperficially, 

and healed in a few days. 

Within lefs than half a year he came to 
% 

me again, with the fwelling as large, and 

under the fame apparent circumfiances, as 

before. His habit was fo good, and I fo 

well remembered the toughnefs of the 

cyft, at -the firft operation, that I made 

G 4 no 
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no fcruple of advifina: him to have it laid 
X 4^ 

open thro’ its whole length. To this he 

fubmitted, and obtained a perfedl: cure. 

CASE XIV. 
4 

I 

t A Man about forty, fervant to one of the 

. governors of St. Bartliolonlew’s Ho- 

fpital, came thither for advice concerning a 

rupture j which, he faid, the furgeons in 

the country had often endeavoured to put 

up, but had never fucceeded.. 

The groin and all the upper part of the 

fcrotum, was large and full; but the te- 

flicle below very fair, and diftindl from the 

tumor. The account which he gave, was, 

that he firft perceived the beginning of 

the f'vvelling, in the evening of a day, in 

which he had ridden a very hard fox chace ; 

and had been a good deal hurt by a fall 

over his horfe’s head. That at firfl it was 

fmali; and that it had gradually increafed 

ever fnce, That it had never been up 

iince it firfl appeared. That he conhantly 

felt a dull kind of uneafinefs in it ; and 

that it was very troublefome to him when 

on horfeback; which'he was frequently 

oblige4 
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obliged to be, as his bufinefs- was that of 

an huntfman. I examined the cafe care¬ 

fully, and was fatisfied that it was water, 

and not in the vaginal coat of the tefticle. 

He had for fome time v/orn a trufs, which 

had rendered .the part uneafy j had lived 

freely with regard to liquor; Had a yel- 

lownefs in his countenance, which had an 
I 

unhealthy appearance j his legs were ra¬ 

ther too, full; and he had, for a little while 

paft, been under the direction of a phy- 

flcian in the country. 

I did not like his appearance, confider- 

ing him as the fubjed: of an operation, and 

therefore advifed him to return into the 

country, and continue to follow his dodor s 

diredion. 

At the diflance of three or four mdnths, 

he (pame to the hofpital again. He had 

now the appearance of very good health* 

His countenance was fredi; his appetite 

keen •, his urine in proper quantity j and 

his legs fine. His tumor was larger; and 

he faid it was become fo troublefome, 

that if foniething was not done for it, he 

inufl: quit his fervice, and go to the pariih. 

I could have wiflied, that his former 

had been different ; but having zp~ 

prized 
1- 

t 
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prized him, how much that added to the 

hazard of any attempt toward curing him, 
S 

I made an incifion the whole length of 

the tumor, and gave difeharge to a confi- 

derabie quantity of clear water. 

The cyft was firm and thick, and for¬ 

med in the common tela cellulofa of the 

chord. 

For three days the wound ditcharged a 

large quantity of ferum, but it neither be¬ 

came tumid, nor inflamed ; his pulfe be¬ 

came hard, and frequent ; he was thirfty, 

and reillefs, and had a languor in his 

countenance which I did not like. On 

the fourth day the difeharge of water 

ceafed, but the incifion dill remained cold, 

lax and flabby j and was fo far from (hew¬ 

ing any tendency to fuppurate, that, on 

the contrary, the edges began to be livid. 

Bark, and cordial medicines, were pre- 

feribed by the phyfician y and fomentation, 

pultice, and animated digeftive dreflings 

v/ere applied ; but to no purpofe. On 

the fixth day he complained of a^nming 

heat in his back andJtidneys, while his 

extremities were cold and damp ; on the 

feventh he became delirious, 1 and that 

evening died. 
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All the cellular membrane in the pelvis, 

and about the loins, and kidneys, was ex- 

ceflively diftended with air, and in federal 

places difcoloured j and in the cavity of 

the abdomen was a large quantity of 

bloody water. 

SECTION VII. 

Hydrocele of the Tunica Vagi¬ 

nalis Testis. 

H E third fpecies of this difeafe, is 

§ that which is confined to the vagi¬ 

nal coat, or bag which loofely envelopes 

the tefiicle. In the ihort anatomical ac- 
V 

count, already given of the produd:ion, 

iftrutflurc, and fituation of this tunic, it 

has been obferved, that in a natural, healthy 

. ftate, its cavity, always contains a fmall 

quantity of a fine fluid, exhaled from ca¬ 

pillary arteries, and conftantly abforded 

by veflels appointed for that purpole. 

This fluid, in the natural fmall quantity, 

fervcs to keep the tunica albuginea moifl:; 

and to prevent a cohefion between it, and. 

the vaginalis; a confequence, which al- 

fnoft neceflarilj follows any fuch difeafed 

Hat 
e 
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flate of thefe parts, as prevents the due 

fecretion of it. On the contrary, if the 

quantity depofited be too large, or if the 

regular abforption of it, be by any means 

prevented, it will be gradually accumu¬ 

lated, and by diftending the containing; 

bag, will form the difeafein queftion. 

The two preceding fpec.ies of hydrocele, 

have their feat in the tunica communis of 

the Ipermatic veffels; that is, in the cel- 

lular membrane which inverts them : one 

by a general diffufion of lymph thro’ all 

its cells the other by a collection of it, 

in one particular cyft or bag : that which 

makes our prefent fubjedt, has no concern, 

or conneftion with that membrane, at all; 

but is abfolutely confined to the tunica 

vaginalis tertis *. 

It 
Fallopius, altho’ he was unacquainted with the real 

and true origin and nature of this difeafe ; andfuppofed 

its manner of produdlion to be very unlike what it really 

h'l ha^s yet given a very juft account of the appearance, 

both of this, and of the former : Alia vero eft hernia 

aquofa, in qua aqua diftillat per vafa et venas, occulto 

rnodo, ac fenfim ad ferotum. Haec autem eft duplex ; 

alia in qua continetur aqua in membrana adnato^ et in 

proprio folliculo ; alia in qua continetur in inguinali 

tunica qii^ tejlem vejfit. Cognofeitur aquam efie in 

tunica adnata, quia fe^aratur tejdis agaric aq'^tofa 

nib us ^ 
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It is a difeafe from which- no time of 

life is exempt ; not only adults are fubjed: 

to it, but young children are frequently 

afflided with it j and infants fometimes 
r 

born with it. What is the immediately 

producing caufe, I will not take upon nie 

to affirm. Ruyfch is of opinion, that it 

proceeds from a varicofe-ftate of the fper- 

matic veffels. What real foundation there 

may be for fuch cohjediife, I cannot 

fay j certain it is, that-the fpermatic vef- 

fels are very frequently found varicofe, in 

' perfons afffided with this kind of hydro-» 

cele j but whether fuch ftate of thefe parts 

ought to be regarded, as a caufe, or as an 

effed of the difeafe, is' a matter v/drth 

enquiring into. i ' - 
In Morgagni are feme obfervations On 

the ftate of the parts concerned, • partfeu- 

larly the infide of the tunica vaginalis, and 

outfide of the albuginea j which if re¬ 

peated and confirmed, may poflibly lead 

us on to farther information. - 

In 

nibusi praeterea, ifta hernia habebit propriam circum^ 

^^y?r/))^/i?;7^;7?5aliquandorotundam,aliquandoovaIem. Si 

autem fit in vaginali, non poflumus amplius arrip^re 

et di/iinguere tejiem ab hernia ; quoniam in eodeml<?co 

ct aqua^ ct teftis funt conftituti/^ Gad* Fallopius, 
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. In the mean time, from all the circum- 

Hances attending the complaint, it is pretty 

clear, that whatever tends to increafe the 

' fecretion of the fluid, into the facculus, 

beyond the due and neceflary quantity ^ 

or to prevent its being taken up, and car¬ 

ried off, by the' proper abforbent veffels, 

muft contribute to its production : which 

is fo flow, and gradual, and at the fame 

time, fo void of pain, that the patient fel- 

dom attends to it, until it has arrived to 

ibme fize. Not but that it fometimes is 

produced very fuddenly; and in a very fhort 
% 

fpace of time attains confiderable mag-? 

uitude. 

The flze and figure of the ■ tumor are 

various in different people, and under dif¬ 

ferent circumftances, „ In general, at its 

firfl: beginning it is rather round} but as. 

it increafes, it frequently affumes a pyri¬ 

form. kind of figuref with its larger extre¬ 

mity downward: fometirries it is hard, 

and almofl incompreflible ; fo much fo, 

that, in fome few inflances, it has been 

miflaken for an induration of the tefticle; 

at other times it is fo foft, and lax, that 

both the tefticle, and the fluid furround- 

ing' it, are eafily, difcoverable. It is per- 
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fedly indolent, in itfelf j tho’. its weight 

does fometimes produce fome fmall degree 

of uneafinefs in the back. The great cha- 

radleriftic (as it is called) of this difeafe, 

and on which alnioft all writers have agreed 

to lay the greateft ftrefs, and to reft their 

' proof of the nature of the diforder, I mean 

' the tranfparency of the tumor, is the moft 

fallible, and uncertain fign belonging to it: 

It is a circiimftance which does not de-? 

pend upon the quantity, color, or conr’, 

fiftence of the fluid conftituting the dif-^ 

eafe, fo much as on the uncertain thick-s 
nefs, or thinnefs of the containing bag, 

.and of the comrnon membranes of the 

fcrotum. 

Ifthey are thin, the fluid limpid, an(| 

the accumulation made fo quick as- not 

to give the tunica vaginalis time to thicken 

much, the rays of light may fometimes be 

ieen to pafs thro’ the tumor: but this is 

accidental, and by no means to be de-?' 

pended upon. Whoever would be ac¬ 

quainted with this diforder, muft learn to 

diftinguifli it by other, and thofe morQ 

certain, marks; or he will be apt to faH' 

into very difgraceful, as well as pernicious 

blunders. The color of the fluid is very 
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different and uncertain : fometimes it is of 

a pale yellow, or ftraw-color j fometimes 

it is inclined to a greenilh call •, fometimes 

it is dark, turbid, and bloody j and fome- 

tirnesit is perfedly thin and limpid. 

In the beginning of the difeafe, if the 

water be aecumuiated flowly, and the tu-' 

nica vaginalis thin and lax, the tefticlemay 

eafily be perceived ; but if the faid tunic 

be firm, or the vyater ■ accumulated in any 

eonfiderable quantity, the teftis cannot be 

felt at all : and other fymptoms, or marks, 

muft be attended to. In mofl: cafes, the 

fpermatic veffels may be diftindlly felt at 

their. exit from :the abdominal mufcle, or 

in the groin; which will always diftin-. 

guifh this complaint, from an inteftinal 

hernia (the difeafe which it is mofl likely 

to be confounded with). It does indeed 

novv , and , then happen, that the vaginal 

coat is diflended fo high, and is fo full, 

that it is extremely, difficult, nay almoft 

impoffible, to feel the fpermatic procefs j 

and it alfo fometimes happens, that the 

fame kind of obfcurity is occalloned, by 

the addition of an encyfled colledtion of 

water in the membrane of the chord j of 

bv the cafe being combined with a true 
V Q 

enterocele.. 
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enterocele. Thefe circumftances are not 

very frequent j but yet do occur often e- 

nough, to render it well worth while to 

mention them: and to fignify that when 

they are met with, recourfe mud: be had 

to other marks. 

The general notion formed of this dif- 

eafe, is, that it confids of a bag, filled with 

a fluid, in the middle of which the tefliicle 

hangs fufpended, and by which it is com- 

pleatly furrounded. 

This idea is not only erroneous, and 

contrary to fact j but may be productive of 

very mifchievous confequences in praClice. 

For from fuch conception, (or rather mif- 

conception) of the ftate and difpofition of 

the parts, it may be inferred, that all 

points of the tumor are equally fit for 

fuch operation as may become necelTary 

for the difcharge of the fluid ; which is fo 

far from being the cafe, that in fome parts 

of it, fuch operation is perfectly fafe, eafy, 

, and harmlefs; in other it is hazardous, 

painful, and may be productive of the 

mod: dreadful confequences. Whoever 

will take the pains to examine the druc- 

ture and difpofition of the two coats of 

the tcdicle (the albuginea and vaginalis) 

H will, 



^3 Treatise 

will find, that in one part they are fo in- 

feparably united, (being indeed one and 

the fame membrane,) that it is impoffible 

for any thing to infinuate itfelf between 

them ; while in every other part they are 

fo abfolutely traoonnedled, that from the 

great dilatability of the latter, a large 

quantity of fluid may be accumulated*. 

In a hydrocele which is tolerably full, 

tlie place of this- union is the poflerior, 

and fuperior,. or rather the poflerior, and 

middle part of the tumor, A pundtureor 
incifion made here, cannot only do no fer- 

\ 

vice, as it cannot reach the water, and 

therefore cannot anfwer the intention for 
which it ought to be made but muft in¬ 

jure the tefticle, or its epididymis, and 

thereby 
* “Humor magnaex parte, in tunieaErithroide ap- 

“ pellata, teKicu\\irmLmhlcnte,inpartemantericrem col- 

“ ligitar ; qua potijfmiim memhrana ilia a tefliculo fe- 

paratur."’’’ Paulus digineta. 

Mr. Ledran, whofe character in praAical furgery 

ftands defervedlyhigh, feems to be lefs clear in hisddea, 

and lefs perfpicuous in his account of this difeafe, than 

of moft others : his account isj' “ Une veffie aqueufe 

“ placee fur ru'ndetefticules, auquelelleeftadherente . 

et comrhe elle dcvient quelq'uefois tres grofle, elle 

“ remplit prefque tout'le fcrotum.” This does nor (at 

leaft to me) convey an idea that the feat of this, difeafe 

is withia the tunica vaginalis teftis. • 

V 
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thereby do great mifchief: whereas an 

opening made in every other part, will 

hot only give difchargc to the water, but 

can do no harm, and is free from all kind 

of danger. 

This natural cdnriedlion between the 

two tunics, at the upper and hinder part, 

is the reafon why, in a fimple hydrocele, 

that part of the tumor feels fo very un¬ 

like to every other. In that, the tunica 
I, 

albuginea, and vaginalis, being imrhediately 

continuous, no water can get between 

them ; and therefore, the fingers of an in¬ 

telligent examiner rnufl immediately dif- 
cover the firmnefs, and hardnefs, ariling 

from the union of thcfe parts: in all o- 

thers, the two membranes being uncon- 

nedled, and affording a void fpace for the 

Golledtion of water, the fluftuation of it 

will always be diflingutihable. 
This is a circumftance which mufl; for 

ever difcriminate the fimple hydrocele, of 

the tunica vaginalis, from the anafarcous 

fwelling of the fcrotum j from the en- 

cyfled hydrocele of the chord ; and from 
the inteftinal hernia. The firfl is every 

where equal tumid and foft j and every . 

where equally receives, and retains, the 

' H 2 impreffioa 
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impreffion of the fingers : The fecond, 

tho’ circumfcribed, not very comprefllble,. 

and affording the fenfation of flutfluation, 

yet does not pit j and is alike to the touch 

in all parts pf it : and in the third, if the 

tefticle be difiinguiffiabie at all, it is found 

at the inferior part of the whole tumor. 

An indurated,-, or fchirrhous tefticle has 

indeed, very frequently, a quantity of fluid 
lodged in its vaginal coat; which is a cir- 

cumftance not to be wondered at j the 

difeafed ftate of the gland being fuflicient 

to account for the non-execution of the 

abforbent faculty ^ and confequently, for 

the colledlion of the water. But altho’" 

part of this mixed tumor is undoubtedly 

owing to a fluid, and fuch fluid as is lodged 
within the vaginal coat, yet it is a very dif¬ 

ferent difeafe from the true. Ample hydro¬ 

cele j and ought not to be confounded 

with it j one of thefe marks of the latter 

being the natural, foft, healthy ilate of 

the tefticle j and the charadleriftic of the 

former, being its difeafed, and indurated 

inlargement-^. 

This 
t 

* When I fay natural, foft, and healthy ftate of the 

tefticle, I do not mean, that the tefticle in a true fimple- 

hydrocelcy 

y 
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This is a point, of more confequence, 

than it may perhaps, upon a curfory view, 

feem to be. It not only regards the defi¬ 

nitions, but the treatment of the difeafes j 

and being rightly underftood, and attend¬ 

ed to, or not, may be productive of much 

good or ill. 

■We are, by moft of the writers on this 

fubjeCt, advifed in operating for the radi¬ 

cal cure of an hydrocele, to regard care¬ 

fully the fiate, and condition of the tefiicle ; 

and, if we find it enlarged, hardened, pu¬ 

trid, fungous, or any other way really, dif- 

eafed, to remove it immediately : which 

advice, vyithin proper limitations, is cer¬ 

tainly good, A tefiicle in alraofi; any of 

the jufl-mentioned circumffcances, ought 

undoubtedly to be removed: but thefe 

cautions have nothing to do with the true, 

fimple hydrocele ; and can relate only to 

the difeafed, the fchirrhous, or the can¬ 

cerous tefiicle. When thefe diforders are 
H 3 the 

hydrocele, isaever altered from its natural ftate, when 

uiiafreftedbyany difeafe : I knov/ the contrary ; I know 

that the tefticle In a hydrocele, is very frequently en¬ 

larged in fize, and relaxed in ftrufture, as well as that 

its fpermatic veflels are often varicous : I ufe the words 

in oppofition to the difeafed indurated ftate of the fchir¬ 

rhous 
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the fubjeil of confideration, then fuch 
hints and cautions make a very neceflary 

part of it j but they can have no concern 
with the prefent*. 

The 
^ Namque ubi forte vel putredo, vel fchirrhus^ vel 

alia quaedam coruptio vehemcns teflicylum invafit, 

faiutarius exfcindere.” Heifter. 

Th is isalfothe dodlrineofrnoftof the writers (a large 

number in furg'ery) who have copied each other both in 

' their ideas of difeafes, and in their propofed method of 

treating them. ' 

Not writing from pradtice, or from what they have 

feen, they have related circumftances, underthe article 

of the fimple hydrocele, which never occur, and have 

diredled a methodof condudf, which, if followed, muft 

miflead the furgeon, and fubjedl the patient to pain, 

fatigue, -and even lofs of parts, without any the leaft 

neceffity. Underthe headofradical cure of the fimpIe 

hydrocele by incifioii, Heifter has mentioned feveral 

circumftances as neceffary tobe attended to for the re- 

gulationof theoperator’sconduOl, which circumftances 

do not occur in that difeafe : Dellgari autem vafa 

fpermatica filo, refcindic^ue t^fticuius omnino debet 

ficuri in cap. de farcocele docuimus, quoties vafa fe- 

miiialia, non infignitertantum induruerunt, fed mag- 

5^ nisquoquecruciatibushominemaegrumaftligunt.De« 

fpiciendum quoque pcrro eft num tefticulus tume- 

fa£lusforte materiam aliquamfiuidam, ficut quando- 

que contingit, intus contirieat. Si quid enim fluidi 

■ intus hasrere ta£tu percipimus, aut lyrnpham, aut pug 

inibi confiftere redfifiime colligimus. Interim neque 

innc ref cinder e Qoivjixvdo.f (ut nonnulli folent) fed in- 

cidere potius, atque expurgare tefticulum ifturn con- 
s * 

yeniet^ 
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• The truth is, that the majority both of 

the ancient writers and practitioners, mil¬ 

led by the found of the., term hydrocele,- 

have miftaken a mere accidental efteCl, for 

a caufe ; and have fuppofed that the fluid 

contained in the tunica vagihalis-teftis may 

not only conftitute a difeafe by the mere 

diflenfion of it, but may be productive of 

. ather difeafes, of the tefticle itfelf. They 

H 4 have 
Yeniet, fe’c. Sed fi forte fmiul n-iniis jam tunc indu- 

ratus, velcorruptusidem inveniatur, predidla ratione 

liganduset refecandus, ne in carcinoma forte abeat. ” 

That fuch ftate of the fpermatic veffels and tefticle 

do occur, is -beyond all doubt, but not in the fnnplehy*- 

driocele ; notin the hydrocele that any rational praci:!^ 

tio.ner can poftibly deem fit, for the attempt for the ra¬ 

dical cure by incifion. Neither is it poilible for a man,, 

who underftands* the difeafe at ali, not to be ac¬ 

quainted with thefe circumftances before he attempts 

fuch operation ^ andrifhe is previou fly acquainted wit hi 

them, he muftbe a very extraordinary man indeed to fet 

about relieving them in fuch a manner. If the ftate of 

the tefticle audits veflels be fuch as to require caftration 

(a thing -always capable of being known beforehand ) 

let that operation ^t once be performed, in a proper and 

expeditious manner, andnot.by piece-meal, asitishere 

defcribed. Ifcaftration be not requifite, neither can any 

other part of the operation (with regard to the tefticle) 

be fo; for notwithftanding^ thefe defcriptions o f incifions 

into, and expurgations of, difeafedtefticles may make a 

figure in books, they are very unfit to be introduced intQ 

p;-a£lice. They never carf do good, they muft do un¬ 
warrantable, and generally irremediable mifehiefi 
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have fanned the water, to have in itfelf a 

noxious quality, or difpofition •, and that th® 

tefticle, by merely fwimming in it, might 

become difeafed, and unfit for ufe j where¬ 

as in cafes wherein a difordered ftate of 

the teftis accompanies a colle<f]:ion of wa¬ 

ter in its vaginal coat, the truth is jufi; the 

reverfe of this fuppofition : the teftis is 

firft difeafed, and the faculty of equal, re¬ 

gular abforption thereby interrupted; by 

which means a quantity of fluid is accu-' 

mulated, and that mixed appearance pro¬ 

duced, which is not improperly called hy~ 

dro-farcocele. But in this cafe, the extra- 

vafation of water is really the confequence 

of the morbid ftate of the gland j and (be¬ 

ing ftill mere Ample lymph) neither is, nor 

can be the caufe of it. 

They who chufe it, may call this a fpe- 

cies of hydrocele i and the literal fenfe of 

the word will certainly vindicate them; 

but they will by that means run the rifque 

of confounding together, two things ex¬ 

tremely unlike to each other, and which 

require very different treatment: I mean 

the true Ample hydrocele, in which the 

tcfticle is foft, and found, (only perhaps a 

little more lax, and larger than ordinary,) 
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and the hydro-farcocele, in which the teftis 

is not only enlarged, but hardened, and not 

in a Lound, or healthy ftate : the former 

of thefe will permit fuch treatment with 

perfed fafety, but' in the other, may bring 

the patient into a hate both of pain and 

hazard*. , 

It may indeed, and, does fometimes be¬ 

come necellary to let out the water from 

the vaginal coat of a tefticle, in fome de¬ 

gree difeafed •, but this Ihould always be 

done with caution, and under a guarded 

prognoftic ; left the patient be not only 

difappointed, by not having that perma¬ 

nent relief, which for want of better in¬ 

formation he may be induced to expedt ; 

but be alfo (poffibly) fubjedbed to- other 

unexpedled inconveniences from the at¬ 

tempt. 

Upon the whole, as juft definitions, and 

accurate diftindbions of difeafes froiin each 

other, 

^ Some inflanccs of this are related in this tradl:. Hil- 

danus has given a particular account of a miftake of 

this kind : “Incifofcrotoplurimumaffluxit aquae ; bine 

primo fubfedit ferotum ; poft paucos tamen dies fe- 

cutus eft dolor, vehemens inflammatio et cancrofuni 

ulcus, maximeque malignum ; quod adeo impetuofe 

adjacentesparfes occupavit, ut ipfiusmalignitas nullo 

modoarceripoffit; fedintra paucos dies maximo cum 

cruciatu e vita dccciSt,’" Fab. Hildanus. 
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other, are abfolutely neceffary towards un- 

derftanding them rightly, it feems to me 

much more proper to confine the term 

hydrocele to the mere fimple accumula¬ 

tion of a fluid within the coats of the 

found tefticle, and to refer all thofc which 

either are combined with, or proceed from 

difeafesof that gland, to another clafs. 

When the difeafe is a perfe6l, true, fim¬ 

ple hydrocele, the tefticle, tho’ frequently 

fomewhat inlarged, and perhaps loofened 

in its vafcular texture, is neverthelefs (as 

I have already obferved) found, healthy, 

and capable of executing its proper office; ’ 

neither is the fpermatic chord any way 
<• 

altered from a natural ftate, except that' 

its velTels are generally fomewhat dilated ; 

neither of which circumftances are ob-r 

jedlions either to the palliative or radical 

cure of the difeafe. But in thofe diforders 

which in fome degree refemble this, the 

.cafe is different; either the tefticle, or 

fpermatic chord, or both, bearing evident 

marks of a difeafed ftate. In the true, 

fimple hydrocele, the water is accumu¬ 

lated, merely from the non-execution of 

the office of the abforbent veffels; which, 

(whatever ultimate caufe it may have) 

leave s 
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leaves no appearance of real difeafe on the 

parts : in all the other colledions of fluid 
in this part, there are fuch appearances 

and marks of diftemper, as may clearly 
/ 

cpnvince us, that the extravafation is only 

a ponfequence of fuch fl:ate. 

The two principal complaints liable to 
» 

be miflaken for an hydrocele, are, that 

kind of fchirrhous tefticle in which an ex- 

travafation of fluid is made in the tunica 

vaginalis ; and the venereal induration of 

the teflricle, attended with the fame cir- 

cumflance. One of thefe is always a dif- 

eafe of the general habit •, the other too 

often fo. One requires, and generally fub- 

mits to, a proper courfe of fpecific reme¬ 

dies for the other (notwithflanding all 

that has been faid on the fubjed;) we ag 

yet know of none j and therefore it is fel- 

dom cured, but by total removal. In 
t- 

neither of thefe, can the mere difcharge 

of the fluid contribute any thing material 

toward a cure ; and in both of them fuch 

attempt, injudicioufly made, has often 

proved both painful and hazardous. 

In the true venereal farcocele, or indu¬ 

rated teflis, the difeafe ought always to be 

eradicated from the habit before any at¬ 

tempt 
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tempt be made locally: the mere difeharge 

of the water can never remove the ob- 

ilrudion in the gland; but when fuch ob- 

ftrudion has been, by proper i*emedies, re¬ 

moved, it is no uncommon thing to have 

the extravafated fluid again abforbed : or 

if it be not, and any operation becomes 

neceffary, a foft, eafy healthy ftate of the 

tefticle, is certainly preferable to an indu¬ 

rated difeafed one. 

Thefe two cafes; or, to fpeak more pro¬ 

perly, thefe two Hates of the tefticle, al- 

tho’ they agree in this one circumftance 

of not being eflendally relieved by the 

mere evacuation of the water, do yet differ 

fo widely in almoft every other, that it 

behoves orablirioners to be very careful in 

diitinguifliing between them. That me¬ 

thod of treating the venereal induration, 

which is moft frequently fuccefsful, will 

prove highly prejudicial in the fchirrhous 

hardnefs. By mercury, in judicious hands, 

the pocky patient’s difeafe may be remo¬ 

ved, and his health reftored: but I have 

hardly ever feen a fchirrhus or cancer that 

was not exafperated, and made worfe by it. 

Or, if that does not happen, yet, a mercu¬ 

rial courfe in fuch cafe, will always occa- 

fioh 
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fion a lofs of time, which is not always re¬ 

trievable. In Ihort, he who treats a fchir- 

rhous tefticle as he ought to do a venereal 

one, will not cure the difeafe, but wafte his 

patient’s time, and hurt his general health : 

and he who treats a venereal one as he 

moft frequently ought to do a fchirrhous, 

will without any neceffity fubmit his pa¬ 

tient to a painful operation, and thereby 

dep rive him of a part very effential to him 

as a man. 

CASE XV. 

A Gentleman, about thirty years old> 

Ihewed me his tefticle, which was 

both enlarged, and hardened, and had very 

palpably a quantity of fluid in the vaginal 

coat. He had been told, that it was a 

water rupture, and that it might be im¬ 

mediately cured by means of a fmall in- 

cifion. 

The whole tefticle and epididymis was 

(as I have already faid) large, and hard; 

and fo was the vas deferens, and part of 

the Ipermatic procefs j but there was no 

kind of inequality on the furface j neither 

did it give the patient any pain, except 

what 
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what proceeded from its mere weight. . 

He had fome brown fpots on his breafl 

a hardnefs below the fr£enum penis ; - a 

raggednefs and induration of the edges of 

the linus of. the left tonfil j a pale plum- 

bean countenance and complained much 

of frequent pains in his knees, and elbows. 

, I made no fcruple to inform him, that 

be appeared to me to be poxed and that 

I did verily believe, that the diforder in his 

tefticle arofe from the fame caufe. I took 

pains to dilTuade him from fubmitting to 

any attempt toward curing his local com¬ 

plaint in the teftis, until he fhould have 

got rid of the difeafe, which had infected 

his whole habit, by affuring him, that if 

what had been propofed to him was in¬ 

tended merely to let out the water, it 

could not even contribute to his being 

made well; and that if more than that 

was defigned, he might probably expe¬ 

rience more harm than good, from the 

attempt. Not fatisfied with my opinion 

he went to Mr. Sainthill, who gave him 

the fame kind of advice. 

In a little time he applied to a gentle¬ 

man, well known for promifing impoffi- 

bilities; who ^old him, that this was a 

difeafe 
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difeafe with v^^hich the faculty were per- 

fedlly unacquainted j and if he would give 

him ten guineas, and take a lodging near 
t 

him, he would undertake to cure .him in 
• ' 

a week. 

He made an incifion of about half an 

inch in length, in the very inferior part 

of the tumor, and let out a fmall quan¬ 

tity of bloody water; and then applied a 

pledgit of lint, and a piece of flicking 

plafler. The patient paffed the night in 

a good deal of pain, and in the morning 

found his teflicle much fwelled, and very 

uneafy. He fent for his operator, who 

faid, that this was of no confequence, and 

that if he would keep qyiet that day, he 

would be very well the next. On the 

third day his teflicle was fo large, fo in¬ 

flamed, and fb painful, that he became 

exceedingly alarmed, and fent for me. 

I found the ferotum highly inflamed 5 

the teflicle and fpermatic procefs, large 

and hard; his pain exceedingly great j 

his pulfe hard, full, and frequent •, and 

his fkin hot and dry. I bled him freely, 

and ordered him a glyfler, and a lenient 

purge, and wrapped the teflicle up in a 

loft pultice. Next day, both the patient 

and 
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and the parts were in the fame ftate. I 

bled him again j and his glyder and purge 

having thoroughly emptied him, I gave 

him two grains extradt. thebaic, and di- 

redled that he ihould take one grain every 

iix hours, until fome eafe of reft was pro¬ 

cured. Two days were fpent before any 

remiffion of fymptoms was obtained : and 

it was near a fortnight, before the conftant 

ufe and application of fomentation, cata- 

plafm, ^c: together with a general anti- 

phlogiftic regimen, and confinement to 

bed the whole time, had reduced the te- 

flicle to fuch ftate as to bear examination. 

When it became capable of this, it was 

found large, and .hard, but without any 

water in the tunica vaginalis. His general 

habit being recruited, by a proper regi¬ 

men, country air, and the barkj he was 

then put into a mercurial courfe, by in- 

undtion; under which, as all his other 

fymptoms gradually difappeared, fo like- 

wife did his induration of the tefticle. 

CASE 
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CASE XVI. 

A Poor labouring man in Eflex, got a ve¬ 

nereal hernia humoralis. As his daily 

work would not permit him to take pro¬ 

per care of himfelf, it was a conhderable 

while before he had got rid of his inflam¬ 

matory lymptoms j and when he had fo 

done, a part of the tefticle and the whole 

epididymis w'ere left hard, and rather too 

large. In getting over a high flile he mif¬ 

fed his footftep, and flruck his ferotum 

with violence againfl: the upper rail: the 

blow gave him exceflive pain for fome 

minutes; but that foon ceafed, and he went 

on with his day’s work. Next day his 

tefticle appeared' fwelled, and was painful 

to the touch; but as the man had no fub- 

flftence but from his labour, he was ob¬ 

liged to follow it. At the end of a week, 

he was -fo much worfe that he could go 

out no longer ; and making his cafe known 

to fome gentlemen, who ufed ,to employ 

him, a neighbouring pradlitioner was de- 

fired to vifit him. A fluftuation being 

felt, it was fuppofed to be matter j and a 

I warm 
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warm adhelive plafter was applied to for¬ 

ward it. In a few days an opening was. 

made for difcharge of the fuppofcd■ 
but nothing followed except a very fmall 

quantity of bloody ferum. The fmalnefs 

of the quantity, and the nature, of the 

fluid, joined to the very fmall fubfid'ence 

of the tumor, induced the furgeon to think 

he had not gone deep enough; and to 

thrufl a lancet farther in : this was at¬ 

tended with acute pain, and followed by 

a copious hasmorrhage, which was not 

eaflly reftrained ■, or, to fpeak more pro¬ 

perly, did not foon ceafe. Inflammation, 

pain, tumefadlion, &c. followed this me¬ 

thod o-f proceeding; and at the end of a 

week, the man was brought to St. Bar¬ 

tholomew’s Hofpital. 

Upon mere fight of the part, I fliould 

have fuppofed the cafe to have been a 

fchirrus of the malignant kind : the te- 

Aide, or ferotum, was large, hard, une¬ 

qual, of a deep red duficy colour, with 

diflended veins, and fo painful that it could 

not bear the flighteft touch ; and the fper-- 

matic procefs was far from being in a na¬ 

tural or a healthy ftate. The man com¬ 

plained of conflant pain in his back; the 

wound 
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wound difcharged a bloody, olfenlive gleet j 
and long pain, and want of refl, bad given 

him a very difeafed afpedt. 

Nothing but the clear, and circumftan- 

tial account, which both the man, and the 
/ 

furgeon who had attended him (and who 

came with him to the hofpital) gave, could 

have induced me to have thought the cafe 
% 

to be any other than what I have juft 

mentioned j but they were fo politive, and 

fo confident, that I thought myfelf obliged ' 

to regard what they faid, and to adl' ac¬ 

cordingly. 

By phlebotomy, evacuations, anodynes, 

reft, a low regimen, and the general anti- 

phlogiftic method, purfued vigoroufly, and 

long, he got a cure. 

CASE XVIL 

A Gentleman about thirty-feven years old 

apparently in good health, aflced my 

advice concerning a difeafed appearance in 

his fcrotum, for the relief of which he 

had come from a confiderable diftance to 

this town. ■ 

I The 
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The tefticle was not much increafed* in 

fize, but had loft its equality of furface,, 

and was craggy,, and very hard > the vas 

deferens and epididymis were in the fame 

indurated ftate the fpermatie chord was 

fomewhat varicole, but not hard ; and in 

the cavity of the tunica vaginalis was pal¬ 

pably a fmall quantity of fluid. It was 

fomewhat tender to the touch but the 

pain upon being handled was very flight 

in comparifon of what was felt an. hour or 

two after fuch examination, at which time,, 

akho’ the pains were not conftant, but ra¬ 

ther attacked the part by intervals, yet 

they were extremely acute. 

He faid, that he bad been told that his 

eomplaint was venereal, (to which opinion 

his method of life much inclined him to- 

adhere)' and that he had alfo a beginning 

hydrocele. I replied, that I wilhed, for 

his fake, that I could think fo too; but 

that I had no doubt of its being a fchir- 

rus, which would not long remain quiet.. 

He feemed dilfatisfied ; and faid, that con- 
> 

fidering the perfon who had pronounced 

his cafe to be venereal, was a man of cha- 

radler in his profeffion, and whofe judg¬ 

ment 
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ment he believed was good, he thought 

I was rather too peremptory.. 

I dehred him to take the opinion of fome 

people of eminence in London, and named 

fome to him : whether he did or not, I 

know not j but in about a fortnight or 

three weeks, I received a letter from him 

out of the country, fignifying, that his 

fx'iend was fo clear, in his firft opinion, that 

the cafe was venereal, that he had prevail¬ 

ed on him to fubmit to a falivation for it .j 

and that he only now defired my opinion 

concerning the beft method of procuring 

it j that is, whether he fliould attempt it 

by internals,- or by mercurial inundlion. 

I wrote back, that I was forry to .differ 

from his friend, or to feem too tenacious 

of, or partial to, my own opinion, and fin- 

ccrely wifhed I might be miftaken ; that I 
« 

' looked upon the method of falivating by 

inunftion to be in general the lead fa¬ 

tiguing or prejudicial to the conflitution j 

and that in the cafe of particular, local 

induration, it certainly had the advantage 

of being applied immediately to the part 

affedted : and therefore, if I -could think 

that his complaint was venereal, I fhould- 

jandQubtedly prefer the ufe of the ointment 

I 3 y to 
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to every internal means: but that I was lb 

thoroughly fatisfied that it was not, and 

fo averfe to the ufe of mercury for him, 

that I delired him to keep that letter as 

my protell againll the procefs he was going 

into. 

The ointment was freely ufed for above 

a month, but no alteration appeared in the 

tedicle, except that it became rather larger 

and more tender to the touch. 

As the mercurial ointment happened 

not to affedl his mouth, or make him fpit 

any conliderable quantity, the inefficacy of 

it with regard to the tefticle was imputed 

to that; and a courfe of the mercurius 

calcinatus with the kermes mineral, un¬ 

dertaken and followed for another month. 

During this, the tefticle manifeftly increa- 

fed in fize, became more unequal, and rhore 

frequently painful. He now came to Lon¬ 

don again j . and calling on me, told me 

all that had paiTed ; but being dill poftef- 

fed with the venereal idea, faid that he was 

come hither in order to try the Lilbon 

diet-drink, or fomething of that kind. 

At my requeft he ffiewed his difeafe to 

Mr, Nourfe and Mr , Sain thill, who were 

clear that it was not venereal,'and advifed' 

the 
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die operation. This he would not hea 

of at prefent, having got it into his head, 

^hat when every thing elfe had been tried 

it would always be time enough for that. 

During three weeks, that he haid here, 

he drank, by the diredtion of fome friend, 

every day a quart of flrong decodlion of 

farfaparilla, with fome -of the fublimate 

folution in it. The tefticle continued to 

• increafe, and the fpermatic vein becamp 

fomewhat varicofe: but hill there was a 

fair opportunity for extirpation. Ele did 

now indeed, begin to incline to it j but 

being conhderably reduced in hrength and 

flefh by what he had taken, he would not 

comply with it until he had been in the 

country, and was fomewhat recruited. To 

which I could not objeft, as he then did 

not appear to be a fit fubjed: for fuch an 

operation; I mean, on account of his great 

tedudion of hrength. 

At the end of two months, he came to 

me again.' I was much concerned to fee 

him lb much altered for the wnrfe : he 

was emaciated to thegreateh degree ; and 

had luch a leaden palenefs in his counte¬ 

nance, that had I known nothing of him* 

I Ihould have concluded that fuch a man 

I 4 / had 
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had a cancer about him. He had totally 

loll; his appetite, and was never free fron) 

pain : his tefticle was at ieafb twice the 

fize as when I lafl had feen it, and the 

whole procefs quite up to the belly, large? 

hard, and knotty. 

I would now by no means propofe the 

operation j a confultation of phylicians was 

therefore had, in which the folanum was 
* 

preferibed. This was iininediately tried, 

and proved here, as it has wherever I have 

feen it ufed; that is, the patient was much 

• difordered by it, in general; and received 

no benefit with regard to his difeafe. But 

.as this affair happened not long after this 

poifon had been in a kind of vogue, it was 

repeated until the patient could hardly fee 

or hold his hand flill. When this was 
‘ ‘ ■ I • 

laid afide, recourfe was had to the cicuta. 

which, asufual, w^as perfeftly inefficacious. 

To it, however, a fair trial w'as given j 

and when the poor man had thus made 

.experiment of our moil boalled fpecifics, 

and was fatisfied, that no honell or judi- 

cious man would attempt the operation, 

wc had recourfe to opium, during a few 

weeks that he exilled. 

When dead, I examined him, 
i ^ I 

The 
i % 
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The fpe'rmatic procefs was. thoroughly 

.difeafed about half-way up from the groin 

to the kidney; that is, it was inlarged, 

hard, and very full of knots; but I did 

not find any apparent difeafe in any other 

part within the abdomen. 

CASE XVIII. 

I Received a letter from Lincolnlhire, in 

the month of November, defiring to 
f 

know whether that feafon of the year was 

an improper one for the operation of ca- 

ftration, in the cafe of a fcirrhous tefticle ? 

for that if I did not, a patient labouring 

under fuch complaint would fet out im- 

piediately upon the receipt of my anfwer. 

I wrote back, that the Rate and nature 

of the difeafe were of much more confe- 

guence toward determining the propriety 

or impropriety of an operation, than the 

, time of the year could be: and therefore I 

defired either that I might have a circum- 

Rantial account of the cafe, from fomc 

medical man, or that the patient would 

come to London. In about a week I re¬ 

ceived another letter, containing the fol¬ 

lowing account. - 

That 
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That the patient was thirty-five years 

old; that previous to the appearance of the 

difeafe in the tefticle, he had for fome 

weeks been troubled with frequent, and 

acute pains in his back and loins; that the 

tefticle was confiderably inlarged, indura¬ 

ted, and (in its pofterior part) unequal in 

its furface'; that part of thefpermatic pro- 

cefs neareft to the teftis was too hard alfo; 

that the whole of it was now perfectly free 

from pain; that the patient was a married 

man, much fubjeft to fcorbutic erup¬ 

tions, and flying pains, from the farne 

caufe j that ^his appetite was fallen off, 

and his afpeft become pale and v/an; that 

he had taken a confiderable quantity of 

the - cicuta, and as much of the infufion 
I 

of the folanum as his weak ftate would 

bear; that from the former he had neither- 

experienced good nor harm-; but that the 

latter had difagreed with him extremely ; 

that he was now determined for the opera¬ 

tion ; and that he would be in London in 

a few days. 

In lefs than a fortnight he came to me. 

He was extremely thin ; and had a coun¬ 

tenance fo pale, and eyes fo languid, that I 

made no doubt that his nights were fleep- 

lefs. 
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,lefs. His teftiele was large, arid hard, but *> 
perfedly equal, and perfedly . indolent; 

the tunica vaginalis contained a fmall 

quantity of limpid fluid ; and the vas de¬ 

ferens, and epididymis had that kind of 

inlargement, and induration, which fre¬ 

quently accompanies a hernia humoralis 5 

but the fpermatic veffels were in a natural 

flate, of proper lize, and free from all 

kind of induration. He was fo hoarfe, 

that I could hardly hear him fpeak; and 

fo deaf, that it was as difficult to make 

him hear. He complained much of fre¬ 

quent pains in his ffioulders, and elbows, 

one of the latter of which was confide- 

rably ftiffened. The biceps mufcle of the 

left arm, was hard, and gummy; on one of 

his eyebrows was a large fpot, with a thin 

fcab on it; and, between the fcapulae, were 

four or five of the fame. 

I told him, that I had no doubt that his 

deafnefs, hoarfenefs, pain, fpots, fwellings, 

were all venereal; and that I was 

much inclined to believe, that the com¬ 

plaint in his tefticle proceeded from the 

fame caufe. He did as venereal patients 

are frequently too apt to do ; that is, he 

endeavoured to render my opinion impro¬ 

bable. 
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bable, by attefting, that there had been an 

interval of fome years fihce he had held 

any illicit commerce with any woman 

whom he could fuppofe capable of in¬ 

juring him; that he had been two or three 

years married; had only had a flight 

fhanker, .of which he was fure he had been 

well cured, ^c. 

I anfwered, that I was clear in my 

opinion; and would undertake to ferve 

him on no other principle; but defired 

him to take the judgement of fome other 

gentlemen of the profeflion ; which he did, 

and returned to me again with an account, 

that they thought of his cafe as I had 

done. 

The weakned reduced flate in which he 

was; and a natural difpolition which he 

had to a hsmoptyfis, obliged me to pro¬ 

ceed very cautioufly: his ftomach would 

bear no medecine of the mercurial kind i 

and a very little acceleration of pulfe, 

made him hawk up a bloody phlegm. I 

therefore determined upon the ointment 

in fmall quantities, and to do in this cafe 

what I have done in fimilar cafes feveral 

times; that is, as foon as e'ver the mercury 

raifed the pulfe, or began to affedf the 

mouths' 
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mouth, I ordered him to take a decoft. 

corticis twice or thrice a day, thro’ the 

whole of the falivation. 

By thefe means he got rid of all his com¬ 

plaints, both general and particular, and 

came out of his mercurial courfe with a 

more healthy afpedl, and more flefh on his 

bones, than he went into it. 

Before I proceed to give an account of 

the means ufed for the relief, or cure, of 

the hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teftis, 

it may not be improper to inform the 

reader that I have twice in my life feen 

' this difeafe, tho’ in a confirmed Rate, and 

in adult patients, difperfe. 

'CASE XIX. 

Gentleman about forty-five years old. 

Jl jL confulted me on account of a fwel- 

Hng in his ferotum, which was not very 

large, but palpably contained a fluid, and 

was fo circumftanced in every refpeft, as 

to prove it to be a true hydrocele of the 

vaginal tunic; from which I advifed him 

to have the water immediately drawn off. 
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As it was not very troublefome to him, 

he did not choofe to have it done then ; 

but went away, telling me, that I fhould 

foon fee him again. He took the opinions 

of two others, both of whom told him the 

fame thing, and gave him the fame advice. 

At' the end of half a year he came to 

me again, with the fcrotum full, and of a 
pyriform figure, and fo large as to be very 

evident thro’ his breeches, 

I would have tapped him immediately, 
but as he had never feen any thing of the 

kind, I could not convince him> that it 

would not confine him the next day i and 

as he had fome particular bufinefs to tranf- 

a6l in the country, he chofe to go thither 

firfi, and to fubmit to the operation when 

he fiiould return from thence. 

I faw no more of him for near two 

months j at the end of which time he 

called upon me, and fhewed me a fcro¬ 

tum perfedlly empty, and free from dif- 

eafe. 

Taking it for granted that he had been 

tapped, I afked him who had done it for 

him : he told me, that before he could 

finilli the bufinefs, for which he went into 

the country, he was feized (for the firft., 

time 
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time in his life) with a fevere fit of the 

gout; which had confined him to his bed 

for fix weeks, during which confinement 

his fwelling had gradually, and totally 

difiipated. 
I have often feen him fince, and he ftill 

remains perfedlly free from all appearance 

of difeafe. 

CASE XX. 

Middle-aged manfhewed mea hydro 

./jl cele of the vaginal tunic, which had 

been near two years colledling, but from 

which the water had never been drawn 5 I 

advifed him to have it done foon, and he 
9 

fixed on the next morning. 

In his way home, he got fuddled'; fell 

down into the area of an empty houfe,' 

and in his fall ftruck his fcrotum againft 

a piece of fcaffolding. 

In the morning early he fentfor me. 

I found him in bed, with a great ecchy- 

mofis under the fldn of the fcrotum, which 

w^as much fwolien, and very painful; I 

would’ have perfuaded him to have per¬ 

mitted me £0 let the water out, (thinking 

thereby 
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thereby to have taken ofF part of the ten- 

fion) but he would not confent j and I 

was obliged to have recourfe to fomenta¬ 

tion, cataplafm, ^c. 

In about a fortnight all the ecchymofis 

was diffipated, and all the fwelling from 

the found fide of the fcrotum; and both, 

the patient, and myfelf thought, that the 

tumor from the hydrocele was confiderably 

lefs,' than it was before the accident. By 

perfifting in the fame method for about 

three weeks more, the whole of it difap- 

pcared, nor has returned fince. Nor have 

I, ever fince, feen the fame attempt fucceed. 

\ 

SECTION VIII. 
f 

Methods of curing the Hydrocele 

OF THE Vaginal Coat. 
k 

TH E methods of cure (as they are 

called) in this fpecies of hydrocele, 

tho’ various, are reducible to two, v/z. 

the palliative, or that which pretends only 

to relieve the difeafe in prefent^ by dif- 

charging the fluid ; and the radical, or that 

which aims at a perfect cure, without 

UaYing a poflibility of relapfe. The end 

of 
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of the former is accomplifhed by merely 

opening the containing bag in fueh man¬ 

ner as to let out the watef: that of the 

latter cannot be obtained, unlefs the cavity 

of that bag be abolillied; and no recep¬ 

tacle for a future accumulation left. One 

may be pra(Slifed at all times of -the pa¬ 

tient’s life} and in almojl any ftate of health 

and habit: the other lies under fome re- 
/ 

ftraints arid prohibitions i arifing from the 

circumftances of age, cbnftitution, ftate of 

the parts, &c. &c. 

The palliative cure, (as I have juft ob* 

ferved) conlifts in merely giving difcharge 

to the fluid which is contained in, and 

diftends the tunica vagirialis. 

The operation by which this may be 
* 

accomplifhed, is a very Ample one. The, 

only circumftances requiring our attention 

in it, are, the inftrument wherewith we 

would perform it; and the place or part 

of the tumor, into which fuch inftrument 

frould be palTed. “ . 

The two inftruments in ufe, are the 

common bleeding lancet, and the trochar./ 

The former, having the finer point, may 

pofiibly pafs in rather the eafier, (tho’ the 

difference is hardly perceptible) but is, in 
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my opinion, liable to inconveniences, tO' 

which the latter is not. The trochar, by 

means of its. cannula, fecures the exit of 

the whole- fluid without a poflibility of 

prevention j the lancet cannot. And there¬ 

fore it frequently happens when this in- 

flrument is ufed, either, that fome of the 

water is left behind, or that fome degree 

of handling and fqueezing is required for 

its expulflon ; or, that the introdudlion of 

a probe, or a diredlor, or fome fuch inflru- 

ment, becomes neceflary for the lame pur- 

pofe. The former of thefe may in fome 

habits be produdlive of inflammation * j; 

tile latter prolongs, what would othervvife 

be a Ihort operation, and multiplies the 

neceflary inftruments ; which, in every o- 

peration in furgery, is wrong. To which 

it may be added, that if any of the fluid 

be left in the vaginal coat, or inlinuates- 

itfelf into the cells of the dartos,. the pa¬ 

tient will have reafon to think the opera-. 
i 

tion imperfedbi and to fear that he lhall 

not reap .even the temporary advantage 

which 
^ A confequence which Lhave fee a to proceed from 

it, attended with a flough of the .whole dartos, and 

which ! am much inclined to believe would not have- 

Sappened in the fame perfoiij had the water been drawn 

oft* by a trochar. 





/
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which he expeded. The place where this 

pundlure ought to be made, is a circum- 

ftance of much more real confequence ; 

the fuccefs of the> attempt, the eafe, and 

even fometimes the fafety of the patient 

depending upon iti- 
Whoever conceives, as many have done, 

and fome ftill do, that the te^licle hangs 

loofe in the middle of the water within 

the vaginal coat (like a clapper within a 

bell) muft alfo fuppofe that every part of 

the general tumor is equally fit, and proper 

for this operation. The idea is' erroneous, 

and the experiment may prove highly mif- 

chievous. All the anterior and lateral parts 

of the vaginal coat, aredoofe and detached 

from the albuginea j in its poilerior, and 

fuperior part, thefe two tunics make one ; 

confequently the tefticle is, as it were, af¬ 

fixed to the pofterior and fuperior part of 

the cavity of the fac of an hydrocele; and, 

confequently, the water, or fluid can never 

get quite round it. This being the fiate 
of the cafe, the operation ought always to 

be performed on that part of the tumor, 

where , the two coats are at the greateft 

diftance from . each other j and where the 

fluid muft therefore be accumulated in the 

K 2 largeft 
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largeft quantity; and never on that part of 

it where the fluid cannot poflibly be. The 

confequence of adling otherwife mufl; not 

only produce a difappointment, by not 

reaching the faid fluid; but may prove, 

and . has proved highly,, and even fatally, 

mifchievous to the patient. 

It was a cuftom formerly, after perform¬ 

ing this* operation, to make ufe of fomen- 

tations, and difcutient applications, upon 

a fuppofition that by fuch means a return 

of the difeafe might be prevented. Among 
the old writers, are to be found the forms 

of medicines to be applied to the groin 

and ferotum, to prevent a future defeent 

of the fluid ; but anatomy, and experience, 

have proved the fahhood of fuch fuppofl- 

tioo, and the abfurdity of fuch applications ; 

the prefent praftitioners content fhemfelves 

with a bit of lint, and a plafler ; and if 

the ferotum has been confiderably diftend- 

cd, they fufpend it in a bag trufs j and 

give the patient no farther trouble. / 

In mofl; people, the orifice 'thus made, 

heah in a few hours, (like that made for 

blood-letting;) but in fomc habits, and cir- 

cumftanees, it inflames and fefters: this 

feftering is generally fuperficial only, and 

is 
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i$ foon quieted by any finiple d,reffing; but 

it fometimes is fo conliderable, and extends 

fp deep, as to afFedl the vaginal coat, and 

by accident produce a radical cure. I have 

alfo feen it prove hill more troubleforpe^ 

and even fatal : but then the circumdances 
' < • , 

both of the patient, and of the cafe, have 

been particular, and fuch as required at-^ 

tendon. (See Cafes 21, and 22.)‘ 

Whether it arofe from a fear of wound'!* 

ing the tefticle in the operation, or from 

a fuppofition that while the quantity was 

fmall, it was more likely to difperfe i or 

that while there was but little fluid they 

did not think the difeafe fufliciently cha- 

radlerifedor from fome other reafon, 

which they have not thought fit to give 

us ; but many writers of good authority, 

(and among them'Mr. Serjeant Wifeman,) 

have forbid the pundlure in' an adult, while 

the quantity inay be fuppofed to be under 

a pint: which reftridlion is flill ferupu- 

loufly attended to by many pradlitiopers, 

to the no fmall trouble and inconvenience 

of their patients. 

When there is a fuflicient quantity of 

fluid to keep the tefticle from the inftru- 

ment, tl^re can be no reafon for deferring 

3 the 
*1 
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the difcharge j and the fingle point on 

which this argument ought to reft, is this: 

“ Whether the abforbent veffels, by which 

the extravafation ftiould be prevented, 

“ are more likclv to reaffume their office, 

while the vaginal coat is thin, and has 

fuffered hut little violence from diften- 
s 

“ fion;.or after it has been ftretched, and 

‘‘ diftended, to ten or perhaps twenty 

times its natufal capacity j and by fuch 

diftenhon is (like all other membranes) 

“ become thick, hard, and tough.” For 

my own part, I think the probability fo 

much more on the fide of the former, that 

I fhouid never hefitate a moment about 

letting out the water, as foon as I found 

that the pundlure could be made fecurely. 

And from whalt has happened within the 

fmail circle of my own experience, I am 

inclined to believe, that if it was perform¬ 

ed more early than it generally is, it might 

fometimes prevent the return of the 
difeafe, 
•I < . 

V. 

« 

■ ■ Q.h s E 

I 

( 



^he HYDROCELE,. &■€. ,i 35 

CASE XXL 

Gentleman, turned of fixty, came to 

I \. me with an hydrocele of the tunica 

•vaginalis. 

He was corpulent, full habited, inclined 

-to be afthmatic, and fubjed to an irregu¬ 

lar kind of gouty inflammation, which 

attacked different parts of him, at different 

times. The difeafe was on the right fide, 

the fcrotum much diftended, and on the 

ikin of it was an inflammatory kind of 

blufh. His pulfe was hard, and as I 

thought too, frequent, and he feemed to 

me to have a degree of heat, and thirft, 

not confifient with health. His age, his 
* 

habit, his genera] hate, and what I appre¬ 

hended to be the ftate of the fac, all for¬ 

bad any attempt but the pnndure and I' 

took fome pains to diffuade him from that, 

until he fhould have removed both his 

general complaints, and the local inflam¬ 

mation on the fcrotum. He faid, that he 

felt himfelf perfectly well ; that he was 

fare he had no gout about him then j that 

what I took for an inflammation on the 

K 4 fcrotum. 
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fcrotum, was only a fcorbutic eruption to 

which he was frequently fubjedl; and con*- 

eluded with a hint, that he thought what-? 

ever fliould be done previous to letting 

p!4t the water, could be deflgned only for 

nay own benefit, by lengthening the time 

of my attendance, 

I pierced the middle and anterior part 

of the fcrotum with a frnall trochar, 

and drew off near a quart of a greenifh 

fluid ^ I put a bit of lint and plafter on thq 

orifice, and as the empty fcrotum hung 

very loofe, and flabby, I perfuaded him to 

let it be fufpended in a bag trufs. 
j 

In the afternoon he went out; and at 
: • 4- » \ •r ^ 

night finding that the plafter was rubbed 

oft', and thinking that the fufpenfory was 

put on for no other reafon, but merely to 

keep the dreffing on, he took oft' hi§ 
' < 

bandage. 

Next day he went out again, walked a 

good deal, drank freely after dinner, and 

when he came to his lodging in the even^ 

ing he went to bed much out of order. Iri 

the night he had a fevere rigour, for which ■ 
he took a large fpoonful of a tindlure of 

fnake-root and faftron, which he always 

Itept by hiqi. 
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On the third day finding his fcrotutn 

much fwollen, and very uneafy, he fent 

for rne, 

I found him in bed, complaining of 

great pain in the lower part of his belly, 

and groin: his pulfe was (juick, hard, and 

irregularj his ikin hot) his tongue dry, 

and black: his countenance flufiied; and 

his intellefts not quite lieady. His fcro- 

tum was fwelled and inflamed all over 

a.nd in a part confiderably diftant from the 

pundure, was a mortified fpot as bigas 
a fliilling. 

After I had drefled him, I defired as he 

was quite a ftranger to me, as well as to 

the people of the houfe where he lodged, 

that he might have more affiflance : ac¬ 

cordingly a phyfician was lent for, who 

prefcribed for him. ' At the end of three 

days one half 0/ the fcrotum was com- 

pleatly mortified; and in about feyen more 

it caft off, with fo large a portion of the 

tunica vaginalis, that I had no doubt that 
none of it was left. 

The gout now made an attack on his 

feet, and the inflammation left all other 

parts; tbe fore put on a good afped, and 

in a Ihprt time he got well. But notwith- 
■ > 

fiandina: 
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ftanding the very large portion of the va¬ 

ginal coat which came away in a Hough, 

I have twice fince drawn off a full pint of 

^vater from the. fame fide. 

CASE XXII. 

A Man about forty, afflidled with a large 

hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, and 

which, from, a mifapprehenfion of the true 

nature of the difeafe, he had never con- 

fulted any body about, having been robbed 

by. a fervant of a confiderable fum of mo¬ 

ney, was obliged to travel very hard, on 

horfeback, from the neighbourhood of 

Exeter, to London. • , 

. When ■ he fet out, his fcrotum was free 

from all difeafe, except its diftention by 

the v/ater; but when he came to this 

town, it was covered all over with an in¬ 

flammation of the eryfipelatous kind. 

was much increafed in fize, and very pain¬ 

ful to the touch. He was much fatigued 

with his journey, and juft before he went 

to bed in the evening, had a fhivering, 

which was followed by a very reftlefs 

night, and a confiderable degree of fever. 

In 
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In the morning his fcrotum was fo much - 

inflamed, that he was alarmed at the ap- 
• ‘ t _ 

pcarance, and fent for afliftance. The per- 

fon who came to him, immediately made 

an opening, by means of a pointed knife, 

into the tunica vaginalis, and gave dif- 

charge to a confiderable quantity of water f 

but, by night, the whole fcrotum was mor-? 

tified. That evening I • faw him, but 

without any hopes of being able to ferve 

him. His pulfe, which had been full, 
» 

hard, and rapid, was now fmall, and 

faultring ; his head was very unfteady, 

and his extremities cold; all the tume- 

fadtion of the fcrotum was gone, and it 

feemed one large efchar. On the next 

morning he died. 

Now, tho’ it be very poffible, that the 

fame appearance and event might have 

enfued, if no pundture had been made; yet 

I think it is very clear, that it would have 

been more prudent to have tried firft what 

a foft cataplafm, and an antiphlogiftic me¬ 

thod could have done. For, by making 

, the opening haftily, and without a proper 

prognoftic, the operator (whether defer- 

yedly or not) incurred all the blame. 

% 

CASE 



140 Treatise en 

CASE XXIII. 

Poor man was brought from the neigh- 

bourhood of Rofemary-lane, to St, 

Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 

His fcrotum was of prodigious fize •, very 

hard, exceffively inflamed, quite up to his 

groin j it wjas of a duflcy red color; ex¬ 

tremely painful to the touch; and in one 

part feerned inclined to fphacelate j the 

fpermatic procefs alfo, was confiderably 

thickened. He had a hard, full, rapid 

pulfe j a hot fkin; a fluflied countenance"^ 

great third:; and complained of moil ex¬ 

cruciating pain' in his back. 

The account he gave, \vas, th^t he had 

fur sOme years been troubled with a fweU 

ling on the right fide of his fcrotum, 

which fome of the furgeons of St. Tho¬ 

mas’s Hofpital had told him was a water- 

rupture, and would have tapped: th^t he 

had alio applied to feveral rupture-dodlors, 

each of whom had fold hioi a bandage, 

and fome of them had pretended to cure 

him by medicines and applications: that 

hnding no relief froiti any of thefe, he had 
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a few days before given an itinerant ftage- 

quack three guineas to cure him. I’hat this 

operator laid him on his back, on a couch, 

and lifting up the tumor, thruft an inftru- 

ment into it. That no difcharge followed 

but blood. That it bled for near a quarter 

of an hour, and then flopped upon his 

fainting away. That from the time of this 

operation (which was two days) he had 

been in extreme pain; and, that his opera¬ 

tor not coming to take any care of him, 

his friends had brought him to the ho- 

fpital. He was immediately bled, had a 

glyfter injed;ed, and the ■ fcrotum was in- 

veloped in a foft warm pultice, and tied 

up in a bag trufs. When he had paffed 

a ftool, I ordered him a grain of extract, 

thebaic, to be taken immediately, and re¬ 

peated again at the diftance of fix or eight 

hours. Next day he was much the fame 

in every relpeil j his pain was excefiive, 

particularly in his back, and he had not 

clofed his eyes. I bled him again freely, 

(he had two ftools in the night) and gave 

him two grains of opium, and diredlion to 

repeat one grain every fix hours until he 

got eafe and fieep. His fcrotum was well 

fomented, and the eataplafm continued. 

Two 



142 ^Treatise on 

Two days more were fpent in this manner^ 

before we obtained any remiffion of the 

fymptoms, when that was done, I pierced 

the anterior part of the tumor, and drew 

off more than a pint of bloody ferum. 

The tefticle now apppeared very much in- 

larged, and hardened j but by perfifting in 

the antiphlogiftic method, he at length 

got well. 

I fuppofe the reader will have as little 

doubt as I have, that all this mifchief was 

produced by wounding the tefticle, or 

epididymis. 

CASE XXIV. 

Young fellow, who was waiter at a 

oTjl. tavern in the city, and who had for 

fome months paft laboured under a fuc- 

ceflion of pocky fymptoms, had at laft a 

true venereal farcocele, with a fmall quan¬ 

tity of fluid in the vaginal coat. 

As he had feveral other venereal fymp¬ 

toms then upon him, and his way of life 

fubjeded him to great irregularity, I ad- 

vifed him to obtain leave to quit his place, 

and attend to his cure. This he did not 
chufe 

/ 
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ehufe to comply with; and I heard no 

more of him till about a month afterwards^ 

when his mailer delired me to' call at his 

houfe. 

I found the lad in bed, with a high fe¬ 

ver, and with his fcrotum fwelled, and in¬ 

flamed to a very great degree. He faid^ 

that two days before he had met with aii 

acquaintance (a furgeon’s mate of a man 

of war) who told him, that his whole 

complaint was a water-rupture, and that 

for .a bottle of claret he would cure him 

immediately. That he had thrull a lancet 

deep into the lower part of the fwelling j 

that nothing' followed but blood; that he 

had fpent fome minutes in poking into it 

with a probe, in hopes of getting^ the wa¬ 

ter out, but inefFe£lually j but that he had 

been in racking pain ever lince. Phlebo¬ 

tomy, glyfters, opiates, febrifuge medi¬ 

cines, &c. were all employed, by which 

means his pain, fever, ^c. were at length 

got the better of; but almoll the whole 

tellicle call off in one large Hough. 

Mean$' 
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Means for a Radical Cure. 

EVery other method of treating this kind 

of hydrocele, except the pundlure, 

was either originally intended to obtain a 

radical cure ; or, having been found to 

have been often produdlive of fuch, .has 

been by different people, ranked, fome- 

times among the palliative, fometimes a« 

mong the radical means. 

In many of the old writers are found 

directions for obtaining the cure of this 
difeafe by. the ufe of a feton, a cannula, a 

tent, a cauftic, a, ligature, an injedtion, or 

anincifion. 

Some of thefe are adopted, or preferred 

by one, and fome by another, according to 
the theory which they entertained of the 

diforder; or to the benefits which they 

had feen to have accidentally arifen from 

the ufe of the faid means. 

To reduce thefe' under fome kind of 

method, (which the manner of their be¬ 

ing delivered to us, does in general not 

very eafily admit) we may fay, that the 

fbton, the tent, and the cannula, were 
either 

/ 
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either originally meant to palliate a difeafe^ 

of which the old pradlitioners had very 

difagreeable apprehenfions; or that they 

were made ufe of upon a fuppolition that 

the fluid contained in the cyft, was in itfelf 

noxious; or that the general habit of the 

patient was relieved, and many other dif- 

orders prevented by the faid humor falling, 

or being depofited in that part; or from 

an opinion that the cure of it ought not* 

by any means, to be haftily, or rafhly at¬ 

tempted : that the cauftic, cautery, and 

ligature, were defigned to prevent the fup- 

pofed defcent of the water from the ab~ 

domen into the fcrotum ; and, that the in¬ 

jection was calculated for the conftriCtion 

of a fuppofed breach in lymphatic 

veflels. 

Some of thefc (happily for mankind) 

are now quite laid aflde ; the reafons for 

their ufe being found' to be falfe and 

groundlefs : of this kind are the cautery, 

the ligature, and the injeCtion. The wa¬ 

ter is now, by every body who has made 

any enquiry into the matter, known to be 

formed and collected in the part where it 

is found i and not to’ have fallen into it 

from the belly ; and, tho’ an obftruCtion 

T in 
\ 
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in the lymphatic vellels of the fpermatki 

chord,, may in feme degree prevent the re¬ 

gular and due abforption of the fluid, from 

the vaginal tunic, yet, no breach, or rup¬ 

ture of fuch vefTels, can ever produce the 

difeafe in queftion : the extravafation in 

fuch cafe, mull be in another part j, and 

may poflibly caufe a hydrocele of the cel¬ 

lular kind, in the common membrane of 

the fpermatic veflfels, but which can never 

be found within the tunica vaginalis. 

The reafons originally given for the ufe 

of the tent, and the cannula, viz. the noxi¬ 

ous quality of the fluid,, and the neceffity 

of a gradual cure,, are now alfo known, 

and acknowledged to be without founda¬ 

tion ; and therefore tho’ thefe methods, or 

methods like thefe, do flill continue to be 

ufed,. yet it is with another view, and upon 

other principles: not with intention to 

lengthen the time of a- cure,, by making, 

a gradual drain for the prevention of other 

dilbrders ; but merely, to aboliflu the 

cavity of the tunica vaginalis, by hav¬ 

ing excited, and maintained fuch a degree 

of inflammation- and fuppuration, as fliall 

produce an union betv/eenthat coat, and 

tke albuginea teffis.- 

This. 
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This is indeed the only rational end,' 

\vhich can, by any of thefe means, be pur- 

flied : for the diforder being abfolutely 

local, and the tunica vaginalis (the feat of 

it) mofl; commonly fomewbat altered from 

its natural Hate, by having been diftended ; 

unlefs the, abforbent veffels can again be 

reftored to a capacity of doing their duty, 

(a circumftance which does not very often 

happen) the arteries will continue to ex- 

hale new ferum into the cavity, and the 

hydrocele will Hill remain, or be renewed 

in a thort time after each difcharge. 

To obtain this end, two kinds of means 

are propofed ; in the ufe of one, it is in¬ 

tended, by means of a fmall wound, to 

excite fuch a degree of inflammation, as 

fhall occafion, or be followed by, a total, 

and abfolute cohelion of the tunica vagi¬ 

nalis with the tunica albuginea : in the 

other, a larger and more free incifion is 

made j whereby the cavity of the former 

of thefe coats, is converted into a hollow, 

or open fore, or ulcer, to be filled up by a 

new incarnation or elfe, a part of the 

faid tunic being cut away, its power of a- 

gain holding the extravafated fluid is e- 

qually prevented. 

) 
L 2 The 
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The firft, or union of the two coats irv 

eonfequence of inflammation has fome- 

times been foundto follow the ufe of fuch 

meanSy, as were intended to procure only 

a temporary relkf: it fometimes follows 

the Ample pundture with the trochar, or 

lancet; the ancient method of letting out 

the water, hy a fmail incifiony frequently 

produced it ; and the feton, the tent," and 

the cannulay. tho’ ufed for another puf- 

pofe, or at leafl: for other reafons, were 

found to be followed by it fo ofteuy that 

they foon were ranked among the means 

for obtaining a radical cure 

They 
^ This was by making, firft an in cifion of feme length, 

thro’ the fc rot urn, and dartos, fo as to lay the tunica 

vaginalis bare, and then by making a punfture in thQ 

latter. The accounts given by Brunus and Theodoric, 

are the fame as that of all the writers before them, and 

have been copied by many fince : Curatioejus eft, ut 

incidatur cutis tefticulorum fe6lione ampla fecundum 

** longitudinem ejus j dein perfora, et aqua,m extrahe/^ 

f Many of the old writers have left us diredlions, for 

palBng the feton, and for introducing the tent, either 

of lint or fponge, and the cannula, either of alder, or 

of filver. 

Gulielmus e Saliceto, havingfirftpropofed the ufe of 

external applications, fays/^ Sihac via non confumitura- 

qua, tunc perforaburfam,cum phlebotomo tupacuto^ 

et extrahe aquam, non fubito totam, fed partem; et 

pone in foramine illo tentam lineam> vel ftuppeam^ 

aut 
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They were indeed, (as 1 have already 
obferved) originally defigned to difcharge 
the water gradually; and to continue fuck 

a drain from the parts where it had been 

L 3 -coliefted, 

aut fpongiam ; ut pofles de die in diem aquamextra- 

here : et notaquod hujufmodi segricudo multx)ties re- 

cidivat j et fi fic, Temper redeas ad perfoiationemante- 

didlam : et via et modo, perfedle curabitur.’’ - 
s 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente, fpeaks of the tent as fre« 

quently uTed by him, in the mixed cafe of hydroceloj 

and farcocele,’or difeafed tefticle • tho’ by the account 

he gives of his fucccfs it is pretty clear, that he ufed it 

in the hydrocele only \ or when the tefticle was not really 

‘difeafed. His words are, Si carnofa fimul et aquofa 

fit hernia, ego talem adhibeo curam. Seco cutem, et 

incifionernfacioexiguametinlocopotiusaltiori, quam 

in fundo; inde, turundaimpofitacum digeftivo,etpus 

moventemedicamento procedo, nequeunquamtotum 

pus extraho, fed perpetuo bonam partem intusreiin- 

quo, quod fenfim carnem corrodat, et ita fanat.*’ An 

'^dbelion of the vaginal coat, with the albuginea, may he 

the confequence of fuch treatment of an hydrocele, and 

confequently fuch patient may obtain a radical cure j 

hut whoever ha^i.feen any thing of the difeafe properly • 

^called a farcocele, v/ili know, that it will veryfeldom 

bear fuch rough treatment. 

This method of procuring a firm cure (by the tent) 

is mentioned by Ruyfch : Sanari quidem valet id mail 

pertufo fcroto, opeinftrumentitouchart dido, vellan«» 

ceola phlebotomica, ut aqua vulnere exeat, fed cito 

plerumque recrudefcit malum. Siautem curationem 

aggrederis aperiendofcrotumapartefuperioriad latus, 

tumque vulnus turunda obJonga unguento rofaceo^ 

mercurio 
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collected, as might prevent any of the ill 

confequences, apprehended, from the re¬ 

moval of the local diforder: but the in¬ 

flammation, which fupervened fometimes, 

mercurio precipltato'rubro inunclo opplevcris, donee 

lenis iriflammatio, eiqiie fuccedens fuppuratio parva, 

niembraniilas ftillantes putrefecerit^ tuneque eas te- 

naculo eduxeris, 

Profeiibr Munroj of Edinburgh^ has propofed a me¬ 

thod of carcj upon the fame principle; but much bet- 

tetj and more likely to procure the one thing aimed at, 

(the lenis infiammatio) as he employs no catheretic me* 

dicines. His words are : Confidering how readily 

contiguous inflamed parts grow together; apdhow 

many inftance^ there are, oT people having a'radical 

cure made of this hydrocele, by inflammations coryi* 

ing on the part ; it would feem no unreafonai)le 
I 

‘\pra£l:ice, to endeavour a concretion of the two coats 

of the tehicle, when they are brought contiguous; 

after letting out the water, thro’ the cannula of a 

trochar, by artfully raifing a fuflicient degree of in* 

flammation, ^ 

This to be-fare muft be done cautioufly, and fa 

that the furgeon can reafonably expedl to be maftcr 

of the inflammation; and therefore the application 

of all irritating medicines, the operation of which he 
/ 

could not immediately flop,'or any Angle mechanical 

effort, the effedl of v/hich he could not be fare of, 

are not to be employed. 

Suppofe the cannula of the trochar was to be left 

in; by the extremity of it rubbing againft the tefticle, 

P an inflammaticn might be artfully raifed ; the caufe 

o 
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producing a cohcfion of the .facculus, to 

the lurface of the telHcle, what was ori¬ 

ginally calculated for a palliative remedy 

only, was by many adopted fox a radical 

one. 

*L 4 If 

of which might be taken away as foon as the furgeon 

thought fir, Medical ElPays. 

This method, v/ithfomo fmall alteration, I have once 

or twice ufed with fiiccefs, .Being afraid of the pain 

which might be caufed by the extremity of the cannula 

rubbing againft the tunica albuginea, and the irritation 

in confequence thereof,-I have left it in, but with a piece 

of bougie (v/hofe length exceeded that of the cannula 

about a quarter or an eighth of an inch) within it. Of 

all the methods of ufing a .tent, I think this is the beft, 

as the cannula fecures its paffage into the cavity of the 

vaginal coat; v/hich the collapfing of that tunic, and 

the loofe texture of thedartos, would otherwife render 

foinewhat difficult. But altho’ I have once or twice fuc- 

ceeded in this manner, I have much oftner been fruftra- 

ted : fometimes it has proved abfolutely inefieilual; and 

at others, 1 have feen it raifefuch a dilfurbance, as to 

•render'it neceffary to lay the whole cavity open before 

a cure could be obtained. 

Of all the methods of obtaining a radical cure of an 

hydrocele, by exciting inflammation within the tunica 

vaginalis, and thereby obtaining an adhefion between it 

and the albuginea, that by the feton is by much the 

beft ; it is the lead painful, the moft eafily managed, 

excites the lead troublefome fymptoms, and is the moft 

frequently fuccefsful: b,ut, as I fhall have occafion to 

fpeakof this hereafter, I fhall defer faying any more 
.concerning it in this place. 
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If the event, and confequence flowing 

from thefe means, were as much in our 

power, as they have been faid to be that 

is, if we could with any tolerable preciflon 

of certainty determine the degree of in¬ 

flammation to he excited, and the effeifb 

of fuch inflammation on the vaginal coat,, 

there would be no doubt of the utility of 

them ; but this is far from being the cafe; 

for altho’ it fometimes is fufflcient for the 

purpofe wilhed for, and rifes no higher 

than juft to a degree equal to that pur**; 

pofe, yet it alfo frequently happens, that 

either fuch degree and extent of it is not 

excited, or it rifes much higher, and 

proves much more painful and fatiguing,, 

than was promifed or intended j or (what 

I have ieveral times feen) after a great 

deal of pain, and confinement, a partial 

cohefion only has been the confequence, 

and the dlfeafehas ftill remained, notwith- 

ftanding all the patient’s and our trouble. 

Sometimes the pain, inflammation, and 

fymptomatic fever, are but little j but on 

the other hand, they are all three fome- 

times fo great as to become alarming, at 

Icaft to a patient who has been taught to 

* expeift a cure upon much more eafy terms. 

The 
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The whole fcrotum fometimes becomes 

excefiively inflamed, and alter a good deal 

of pain, and trouble, large deep Houghs 
* 

are produced, and the procefs becomes as" 

irkfome as any of tliofe, whofe event, 

(wuh regard to a cure) is much more' 

certain. 

If the inflammation be but flight the 

pain, and tumefadtion, moderate j the 

lymptomatic fever light; the fuppuration 

fmail, and an univerfal cohefion of the 

two membranes is produced j the event is 

very fortunate, and-a very troublefome com¬ 

plaint is thereby got rid of, upon very eafy 

terms. If the event proves what I have 

mentioned in the fecond place 5 that is, 

if either the inflammation be confined to 

the dartos, where it fometimes produces 

feveral fuperficial abfcefles (of no confe- 

quence toward the cure of the difeafe 3) or 

if it.has been fo partial, as only to have 

occafloned the cohefion between the tunics 

of fmail compafs, the cavity will not by 

this means be abolilhed, nor any thing 

like a radical cure be obtained 3 confe- 

quently the patient will have undergone 

all the fatigife, confinement, or pain, (be 

it more or lefs) for nothing. But if the 

inflam- 
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inflammation rifes high, if the fcrotum 

fwells confiderably, and large deep floughs 

are formed (as fometimes happens) the 

fymptoms, and the hazard are then fully 

equal, to what attend thofe more certain 

methods,. Which of the three will be 

the event, no man can fay. Under the 

fame external appearances, different people 

are more or lefs liable to inflammation, 

and fever ^ the confinement of matter, in 

confequenceof too fmall an opening, will in 

fome habits make flrange hav.ock, in a very 

fhort time; and if a large opening, and a 

plentiful fuppuration mufl: at lafl be fub- 

mittedto, the method by a large incifion 

St firfl, is preferable, as the cure is more 

certain, and the lofs of time lefs. Dif¬ 

ferent circumflances in the patient, will 

render one method preferable to, and more 

likely to fucceed, than another j but when¬ 

ever a cure is attempted by any of the 

before-mentioned means, the uncertainty 

of the event fhould be made known, and 

the patient be apprifed of what may hap¬ 

pen, either with regard to trouble or dif- 

appointment. 

x4!l the methods hitherto taken notice 

of, are calculated to produce- a perfedl, or 

radical 



H Y D RO C E L E, 155 

radical cure, without making a large wound, 

pr bearing the appearance of a chirurgical 

operation : thofe of which I am now to 
fpeak, are intended for the fame purpofe; 

but by making a large and free opening 
into the bag containing the fluid, to ren¬ 

der the accomplifhment of fuch purpofe 
more certain. 

Thefe are called the cure by caujlic, 
and the cure by incifion. The cure by 
cauftic, is calculated to fpare the terror 
which a cutting inftrument always con¬ 
veys ; and, (as the patrons of it fay) to a- 
yoid the painful fymptoms, and hazard, 
which frequently attend a large incifion 
in thefe parts. The method is this : a 
piece of the common pa.fte caufiic, rather 
lefs than a finger’s breadth, properly Te- 
cured by plafler, is applied the whole 

length of the anterior part of the tumor, 
which will necelTarily make an efchar of 
proportional fize. When this efchar either 
calls off, or is divided, an opening of near¬ 
ly the fame length and breadth is thereby 
intended to be made into the cavity of the 

tunica yaginalis teflis: by which means 
an opportunity is given to the furgeon to 

apply fuch dreflings to the infide of the 

faid 

I 
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faid tunic, as fhall by the generation of 

new flefli, fill up, and abolilh its cavity. 

The preference which feme practitioners 

have given to this method before that by 

incifion, has been upon a fuppofition that 

a circumftance which very feldom hap¬ 

pens, will mod: frequently occur •, I mean 

the penetration of the cauftic thro’ the 

vaginal tunic, containing the fluid. 

By this they hope to avoid the fymp- 

toms which are fuppofed to be generally 

excited by the divifion of the faid bag, by 

a cutting inftrument. I will not fay, that 

the cauflic never does this ; but I mud 

fay, that I have very feldom feen it do fo. 

If the tumor be very large and full; the 

containing parts very much on the drefs j 

and the fkin and dartos verv- thin; the 

caudic may nov/ and then penetrate thro’, 

to the vaginal coat ; but this, whatever 

may be thought or pretended, very feldom 

happens; and when it does not, the tunica 

vaginalis mud be divided in the fame date, 

and manner, as if no caudic had been ap¬ 

plied. All the diiference between the 

two methods (candic and incifion) will 

then amount to this; that in the former, 

the ikin being mortified, the patient is 

freed 
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freed from a part of his apprehenfion at 

its being cut i and the furgeon, fanfying 

that his efcharotic has gone thro’ the va-^ 

ginal coat, will divide it, as a part of the 

efchar : but a more careful examination 

of what he is about, at the time of fucE 

operation, would generally convince the 

latter, that he divides the bag unaltered 

by the cauflie; and the fymptoms which 

often attend this procefs, confirm it. It 

has indeed been propofed to divide the 

efchar made in the Ikin, down to the fur-, 

face of the tunica vaginalis, and then by 

the application of a frefh cauftic to make an 

efchar in that coat alfo. But whoever makes, 

or fubmits to this experiment, wdll find that 

of two evils, he chufes the greater j and, 

to avoid the pain of incifion, incurs a much 

greater degree of it by the repetition of the 

efcharotic. The pain attending the firft 

application of the cauftic, is indeed to 

' fome perfons but little; but in many it 

is fully equal to that of the knife, and 

miift always be of much longer duration ; 

if it does not penetrate the tunica vagi¬ 

nalis, that bag muft be divided by £t cut¬ 

ting inftrument (as I have already faid) in 

the fame ftatc as if no cauftic had been 

applied i 

\ 
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applied; which incifion is, and mull: be- 

accompanied, with the fame fymptoms, 

(in the fame perfon) as in the operation 

by the knife only. Nor can we at ail times- 

confine the caullic, Co as that it lliall not 

caule a much larger fore, than is intend¬ 

ed, or can be necefiary. 

Upon the whole, the cure by caullic, as 

it fpares the terror, and apprehenfion of a 

bloody operation by the knife, and as it 

requires no dexterity ’ in the operator, 

may, on thofe two accounts become pre¬ 

ferable both to many patients and fur- 

geons; yet whoever promifes to perforin, 

or expedls to receive a radical cure by 

caullic, upon much eafier terms than by 

incifion, will moll frequently be difap- 

pointed ; that is, they will frequently find 

the fever, and inflammatory fymptoms full 

as high, and the fore full as painful in the 

one as in the other j and confequently all, 

their care and attention to obviate mif- 

chief, full as necelfary. Neither is the 

accelTary confinement, in general, at all 

lefs in the one than in the other. 

One of the methods made ufe of by the. 

ancients, to let out the fluid from an hy¬ 

drocele of the vaginal coat was, (as I have 

already 

f 
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already obfervcd) by making a pretty large 

divifion of the fcrotum and dartos, and 

having by that means laid the tunic bare, 

to make an opening into that alfo, and 

thereby difeharge the contents.. This 

method fometimes produced a perfedl cure 

in the firft inllance, but much more fre¬ 

quently produced only a temporary relief. 

If the opening made in the tunica vagi¬ 

nalis was fmall, and united again imme¬ 

diately, the bag filled again widi water# 

and the difeafe recurred j but if the ori¬ 

fice, inftead of immediately uniting, be¬ 

came inflamed, or floughy, fuch an adhe- 

fion of that coat to the albuginea teftis 

fomietimes followed, as caufed an aboli¬ 

tion of the cavity of the former,, and con- 

fequently a radical cure. Tho’this hap¬ 

pened now and then, and the cui:e was 

really accidental, yet it furniflied a hint 

for attempting to obtain the fame end, 

wi th a much greater degree of certainty. 

This was by dividing or laying open the 

whole cavity or bag containing the wa¬ 

ter : and that, fometimes by a mere fim- 

ple divifion of it; fometimes by the total 

removal of fome part of it. 

Paul us 
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Paulus iEgineta, Albucafis, Severinus, 

and many others of the beft of the ancient 

writers, have given a particukr account of 

this operation; and it has at all times been 

pradifed by fome, tho’ it has generally 

been decried, and dreaded. In what man¬ 

ner, and with what caution it may have 

been executed, by thofe who have given 

fo bad an account of it, I know not; but 

by what I have feen of it, I am verv con- 

fidcnt that the ills attending it, have been 

much exaggerated ; that under proper 

cautions and reftridions, it will be found 

to be pradicable with perfed fafety ; and 

that it ought by no means to be laid ahde. 

Some writers of very good charader, have 

appeared very averfe to it, and have afcribed 

to it fuch fymptoms in general, as are in- 

^deed very alarming; but which do not 

occur, unlefs the operation be performed 

improperly, or on fubjeds unfit for it. J 

have pradifed it very often, and do not 

remember to have feen any ill affeds from 

it, more than two or three times. I would 

be very cautious how I advanced any thing 

in a matter of this kind, which experience 

would not vindicate \ or by which others 

might be mif-led j but I have fo often 

I 
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made the experiment, and with much fuc- 

cefs; that I cannot helltate to affert, that 

under the neceflary reftraints, regarding 

age, habit, Rate of the dlleafe, itisa 

very ufeful operation, and may be pra(ftired 

with great propriety. ’ I may, perhaps, be 

■ thought to ipeak better of it, than it de- 

ferves ; I am not confeious that I do 3 but 

l am much inclined to believe, that they, 

who appear fo averfe to it, have either 

pradlifed it on improper fubjedls, and in 

improper circumftances 3 or, having im¬ 

bibed a prejudice againft it, have been un-' 

neceffarily alarmed at what would not in 

other cafes have alarmed them 3 or, that 

not being fafficientiy apprehenfive and at¬ 

tentive, they have fuffered their patients to 

'get into circumftances of hazard, which 

are not jullly chargeable on the operation 

merely,' and v/ould not happen under more 

careful management. 

Advanced age, an apparently bad or ca- 

chedlic habit, adiTpeiition fo anafarcous or 

leucophlegmatic fwellings, an intemperate 

life, the cuftom of drinking fpirituous li¬ 

quors, and any fech general diforder in the 

conlHtution, as is likely to increafe the 

^mptomatic fever, which fuch an opera- 

M tioii 
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tion muft necelTarily produce, are juft ob- 

jedlions to it: any difeafe of the glandular 

part of the tefticle, its coats or veffels, an 
I 

old irreducible hernia, a difeafed ftate of 

the urethra, proftate gland, or neck of the 

bladder, are (while they continue) good 

reafons for not performing, it: but, con- 

ftderatis confderandis, in young and heal¬ 

thy people, and in a recent ftate of the dif¬ 

eafe, this method of obtaining a radical 

cure is a very good, and a very pradlicabl® 

one. 

^ The method of performing the opera¬ 

tion is, as follows. Having appointed an 

afliftant, to graip the upper part of the tu- 

I mor, in order to render it tenfe below, a 

pundture ihould be made in the lower and 

anterior part, through the fkin and vaginal 

I coat. If the operator intends to finifti the 

incifion with a knife, he ftiould make this 

pundlure large enough to admit the end of 

' his fore finger j which he fhould introduce 

immediately, before the warer is all dif- 

charged, and the vaginal coat collapfed ; 

and upon that finger, fo introduced, he 

ftiould continue his divifion of the whole 

length of the bag, and of the ferotum 

which covers if. If he inteuds to ifte the 
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probe-fcifTars (a more tedious and a more 

painful method) he may make his firll 

pundture with a lancet, and then introduce 

bis fciffars. Upon the firft divifion, the 

water-rufhes out, and the tumor fubfides ; 

if the pundlure be made fmall, a part of 

the fluid will infinuate itfelf into the ceils 

of the dartos, and by the immediate col- 

iapflon of the vaginal coat, the operator 

will find fome difficulty; in introducing ei¬ 

ther his finger or his inftrument into the 

orifice made in it; if he does not do this, 

be will divide only the fkin and dartos, and 

the patient muft undergo a fecond incifion, 

for the divifion of the cyfl:; all which in¬ 

convenience may be avoided, by making 

the firfl opening large enough for the in- 

troduffeipn of the finger; and when that is 

in, all the refl is, upon that, very eafily 

executcdf. 

M2' When 
'* Sonafe pra6titioBQ-s, terrified at the accounts which 

they have received of the operation, and yetbeingdefi- 
rous of producing a radical cure in this manner, have 
thought that they might leflen the hazard, by rejucinn- 

the fize of the incifion and therefore makeavery finall 
one-: but whoever depends upon this, will find himfelf 

tiiifiaken. incifion made one fourth of tne lenri'th 
of the fac will be attended with all the trouble and ha¬ 

zard, which follow one of two-thirds; with thisadditi. 

onal inconvenience, that the former will very often 
prove inefFe^iual at laft. 
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When the vaginal tunic is divided, and 

the fluid thereby difeharged, the teflicle, 

covered only bv its tunica albuginea, comes 
y O' 

into view j and if the inciflon was either 

begun, or continued very low, it generally 

thrufls itlelf out from the wound. This 

fliould be gently replaced •, and if the va¬ 

ginal coat is not much thickened, by ha¬ 

ving been long diftended, nothing more 

need be done, than to lay a fmall quantity 

of fine linf^ into its cavity and then co¬ 

vering the wound with a large pledgit and a 

foft bolder, tye theferotum up in a fufpen- 

fory bag. This operation, if properly per¬ 

formed, may be executed in a very few fe- 

conds : it requires no other violence, than 

the mere diviflon of the parts •, and if this 
i • 

diviflon be made with a knife, rather than 

fcifliirs, it will require much lefs tirne, and 

caufe much lefs pain. 

The membranous drufture of the parts, 

on v/hich this wound is inflicted j their 

continuation from the peritoneum and 

the great irritability of fome of thofe which 

are necelTarily laid bare, and put under a 

ne- 

.1 

* By no means tofi!!, or diftend it, or to makeany 

prefTure on the tefticle j whofe tunica albuginea is very 

Irritable, as well as acutely fenfiblet 
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neceffity of receiving dreffings, mull occa- 

fion pain, and fymptomatic fever: this it 

is the bufinefs of art to. moderate and re¬ 

lieve j phlebotomy, lenient aperitives, fe¬ 

brifuges, and opiates, will therefore become 

neceffary. But in this cafe, as in many 

others, it will generally be found much 

more eafy to prevent bad fymptoms, than 

to remove them, when they have been per¬ 

mitted to attain a confiderable heighth* 

The operation is, or ought to be, confined 

to the young and the healthy, in whom 

inflammatory fymptoms are mofi; likely to 

occur ; but (I believe I may venture to fay) 

to whom we have more efficacious reme¬ 

dies to apply in fuch diforders, than can be 

ufed to people of a different habit, and in 

different circumflances. 

The general induration of all the parts 

about, the thick tumid lips of the incilion, 

and the general inflammatory enlargement 

of the ferotum, have, for the firfl four or 

five days, a difagreeable appearance j and 

may, if neglected or mif-treated, prove very 

troublefome or even hazardous j and the 

kind of difeharge, which during that time 

is made (a thin difcolored gleet) feems very 

unequal to the redudion of fo. much tu- 

M 3 mefadlion j 
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tnefa6tion ; but when the febrile fymptomSi 

are appeafed, and a kindly fuppuration be¬ 

gun, let the furgeon have patience, and 

not by an over-officioufnefs, or by impro«? 

per drelTings, interrupt nature in what (he 

is about: let him, by warm fomentations, 

keep the parts clean, and perfpirable ; let, 

him drefs the wound wdth a fmall quantity- 

of foft, eafy, digeilive applications; and 

covering the whole fcrotum* with a foft, 

warm pultice,, fufpend it in a proper bag 

and he’will, in general, foon fee a favorable- 

change in all the appearances: he will fee the 

inflammation difappear,, the tumor refolve, 

and all the tumefadlion in due time fub- 

hde» But if he neglects thefe general cau¬ 

tions, and, under a notion of affifting di- 

geflion, goes to work, with precipitate, and 

other irritating dreffings, the face of things, 

will not be fo agreeable the tumor will 

not fubflde, and he will continue, or rather 

create a painful, undi,gelled fore, with all, 

its 

^The impalpable farina feminis. lini, put into boil- 

in<Twater, v«th a proper quantity of ung. fambuc. frelh; 

butter, or lard,-is the eafieft made, and is the neateft, 

fofteft, fmoothell^and raofl: relaxing application of thft 

kind ; has nothing offenfive in its flavour ; nor is, it, 

like molt other cataplaitits, likely to excite a herpes,^ 
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ts confequences j but, for which, he only 

is accountable 

M 4 In 
) * 

^The^reat hardnefs, whichalmoll:always attends ia- 

flammations of tliefe parts^ has flfuppofe) been the rea-* 

fon, why fo many writers have advifed, and fo many 

pradlltionersflill ufefuchapplications, at (though really 

efcharotics) are called dilFolvers of induration, and re¬ 

movers of obftruddion. 

I would be very cautious, how I made objedlion to 

what fo many have recommended ; and, in a matter of 

mere fpeculation, would rather doubt my own judgment, 

than,that of fome others ; but this is a fadf, of which I 

have too often been convinced, to be miftaken ; and, 

therefore, I cannot help faying, that it appears to me, 

that all applications of this kind, even the mildeurof them, 

(the red precipitate) are generally very improperly ufed ; 

that they give unneceffary pain ; and retard, what they 

are ufed with defign to expedite. 

Inflammatory hardncfs and turnefaftion is not peculi-? 

ar to the ferotum, upon its being wounded : it is com¬ 

mon to all parts of fimilar ftrudlure j that is, the 

adipofe and cellular membrane all over the body. 

When fuch parts are irritated by a large wound, they 

cannot refifl; afudden influx ; the confequence of which, 

muft, for a time, be obPcrudlion, induration, and fwel- 

ling : but, one moment^s reflection on the natural ftruc- 

ture and ftate of thefe parts, before fuch wound wa^ 

inflicted, or fuch irritation excited, will prove that eafe, 

relaxation, and free fuppuration, muft be the intentions 

proper to be purfued ; and that every application, which 

either ilimulates, gives pain, or corrodes, mufi: porvert, 

and counteract fuch intentions. 

The breads of women, the axijlse of both fexes, the 

parts furroiinding the inteftinum reCluixi, the cellular 

mem- 
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In about lix weeks, the fci-otum is jrc/- 

ncrally reduced to nearly its natural fize; 

and 
membrane in the : crindeunijunder the inte^umentsofthe 

penis, and in fevera! other pans of the body, ate liable 

to tills kind of alteration, when injured ^ but this indura¬ 

tion is very unlike to a glandular one, andrequires very 

different treatment. In the latter, adefh udlion of parts 

is fonietimes neceiTary, and efcharotic medicines may 

therefore be required : but in the former, mere relaxa¬ 

tion is all that is wanted : whatever gives eafe, and ap- 

peafes the inflammatory tenfion, will Left produce mat¬ 

ter, and anfwer the purpofe which ought to be aimed at. 

Tne'moft convincing proof, of the truth of this doc¬ 

trine, may be drawn from that cafe, which, of all thofe 

whichafteci: this kind of membrane, isgcnerallv themoft 

troublefome. I mean t >e fiftalse in perinaeo. In thefe, 

the induration and enlargements of ihe parcais fometimcg 

fogreat, as to be very alarming j hard, callous cxcrefcen- 

cies ; deep and long finufes, with flnall orifices ; cen- 

ftant pain and irritation, from the lodgment of matter 

and urine ; a fymptomaiic fever of the hectic kind j and 

a difficulty either ofietaining the urine within, or expel¬ 

ling ittiom the bladder, make a part ofthe moft frcc|uent 

characteriftics of this diieale ; and yet, even thefe cafes, 

terrible as they are, do frequently admitrelief, and are 

fometimes even cured, without any deftrucSlion of parts-^ 

or the u-fe of any one efcharotic application!; a free divi- 

fion of all the hollow and hard paits ; the application of 

foft, eafy digeftives, and of a warm, relaxing pultice ; a. 

total abftinence fre m all fuch external remedies, as cor¬ 

rode or irritate ; and all fiich internal ones, as under the 

title of deobftruents, iiiCreale the velocity of checircuia'- 

tion, and wafte the patient's ilrength, by watching, pur J 

glng and fvvea ting ^ and an eafy and gradual diftenfion of 

the 
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and when the wound is quite healed, the ci¬ 

catrix is a mere line, correfpondent to the 

original 

the urethra, by a fimple immedlcated bougie ; will, in 

fome inftances, (indeed in all, where any good can be 

done at all) remove moft of thefe difagreeable circum- 

ftances ^nd appearances : in which cafes, a kindly fup- 

puration will be afforded by all the divided parts ; a flo¬ 

rid, weihconditioned incarnation will be the confe- 

quence ; the cicatrix will be fmall, foft and moveable^ 

and very unlike to what mufl follow from the ufe of ca- 

theretic applications. 

This is really a matter of much greater general im¬ 

portance, than it is fuppofed to be : the fymptomatic fe¬ 

vers, which are eitherprodaced or maintained by the in¬ 

judicious application of painful dreflings, are much more 

frequent than they are thought to be : not to mention 

the lofs of time which they mufl: always caufe, and the 

very difagreeable deformities they often occafion. 

The furgery of mofl: of our forefathers was coarfe and 

rough ; and many of the pradlitioners afFedfeda kind of 

brutal, unfeeling rufticity ; the old maxim. Dolor 

medicina doloris, ’’was fo generally received, that the 

furgeon almofl: forgot his patient’s fenfation ; and the 

common people thought they were negleilcd, if they 

v/ere not tortured. Lord Bacon’s mofl; excellent advice, 

inveniendum quid natura ferat aut faciat,” was but 

half remembered ; they tried very fufficiently, what na¬ 

ture would bear; but very feldom had patience to know, 

what fhe could do. Under a miflaken notion of ^oino* 
O c> 

to the bottom ofv/ounds and abfeefies, and ofdiffolving 

indurations, they crammed and diftended the cavities, 

and corroded and irritated its Tides, till a train of bad 

fymptoms w'ere often excited, which the orip-inal dif- 

cafe had no fhare in the produUion of. 

That 



lyo yf T R E A T I S E' 

original incifion ; which is a circumflance 

of more confequence to the patient, than 

is imagined ; efpecially, if he be obliged to 

get his bread by labor. 

If 

That this Is no exaggeration, let their works teftify ; 

and that fomethingof this kind is ftill too much in ufe, 

is too well known. All dreffings are in fa<5t extraneous 

bodies ; and when they either conlid of fuch materials, 

as give pain, and excite irritation, or are crammed 

in v/ith injudicious violence, they are foreign bodies, 

with other mifehievous qualities annexed. Where de* 

ftrudHon of parts is neceffary, the fooner it is executed 

the better, and the neceffary pain muft be complied with . 

but in the application of dreilingsto the infide of abfeef- 

fes, to hollows made by the removal of difeafed parts, to 

large fores attended with hardnefs, and inflammation of 

the common membrane : in lliort, wherever mere fup- 

,puration is required, they cannot be too light, foft, and 

eafy : ?J! that we have to do, is not to obflrudl nature in 

the execution of thofe offices, to which fhe is generally 

fully equal; in which we can lend her no afliftance, 

beyond removing impediments out of her v/ay. In the 

particular cafe of the divided tunica vaginalis; that de¬ 

gree of thicknefs and hardnefs, which it fometimes ac¬ 

quires by longdiflenfion, is urged as a reafon for the ufe 

of cauftic applications : but this is a method of reafoninga 

to which 1 cannot agree, having often experienced the 

contrary. T'hat membrane, like all others of the ex- 

anguious kind, is difficult, and llovv^ofdigeftion, efpeci^ 

ally if altered by difeafe ;but that it will intimebecome 

floughly, digeff, and yield a kindly fuppuration and in-, 

carnation, by the mere ufe of Ample, eafy applications, 

and without that of any efcharotic (not even the red 

precipitate^ I have often and often experienced^ , 
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If the tunica vaginalis, containing the 

water, by long or frequent diftenhon, or 

from any other caufe, is become thick and 

hard, and cannot therefore ccntradl itfelf, 

or be contradled, upon the evacuation of 

the fluid j it will contribute confiderably ta 

the thicknefs of the lips of the wound, as 

well' as to their hardnefs, pain, and diffi¬ 

culty of digeffion. In this cafe, the heft 

way is to remove a part of it, on each fide, 

at the time of the operation. The cellular 

flrudlure of the dartos eafilv admits this to 
¥ 

be done; and when thefe fides are thua, 

taken away, the lips of the wound confiR 

only of tb.e common integuments. A knife 

will do this with much more eafe and ex¬ 

pedition, than any other infrrument what¬ 

ever. The method propofed by the late 

Mr. Douglafs, of doing it by repeated fnips 

of the probe-feiffars, is operofe, unhandy 

and unnecefiarily painful and tedious ; nor 

is the cutting away an oval piece of the 

fcrotum,' as, advifed by that gentleman and 

fome others, at all neceffary : on the con¬ 

trary, the more loofe that part of the fero- 

tum is, v/hichis to cover the tefficle (now 

deprived of its vaginal-coat) the better | as 

it will he more capable of corrugation. 

With 
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Witbthefe cautions, and under the pro¬ 

per reftridions (already mentioned) this 

method of obtaining a radical cure is very 

pradlicable. That it is fometimes accom¬ 

panied by troublefome fyinptoms, is be¬ 

yond all doubt; and fo is the method by 

caudic. I cannot fay, that I have never 

feen it prove fatal j nor can that be faid of 

any operation of confequence. Much de¬ 

pends on the choice of a proper fubjedt, 

and the obfervance of the neceffary means 

and cautions without which, both this, 

and the ufe of the cauftic, wall always be 

troublefome, and fometimes hazardous. ' 

Before I finifh the account of this method 

of cure, I would take the liberty of men¬ 

tioning one circumllance more, which ap¬ 

pears to me to be of confequence. When 

the quantity of fluid is large, and the fcro- 

tum and tunic much on the dretch, I think 

it is better to difcharge the water by mere 

pundture ; and not to perform the opera¬ 

tion for the radical cure, until a frelh ac- 

cum.ulation has again moderately diilendcd 

it. The inflammation necefTarily confe- 

quent upon the divifion of thefe parts, juft 

after they have been fo much on the ftretch, 

and fo fuddenly let loofe, may be, (and I 

think 
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think I might fay, that I have feen it prove) 

produdive of vvorfe fymptoms, and a higher 

degree of fever and tumefadlion, than 

ufually occurs, when the fame parts arc 

divided in alefs diftended ftatc. 

This method of obtaining a radical cure 

by incifion, of which I have given the 

faireft and mofh impartial account in my * 
power, mud; always be confidered as a 

matter of choice, and never can be an ope¬ 

ration of neceffity : that is, they who are 

afflided with the difeafe, for whofe cure it 

is calculated, will always have it in their 

power to be temporarily relieved by the 

palliative means, or may make trial of any 

of the above-mentioned lefs certain at¬ 

tempts, without incurring any, or a very 

fmall degree of hazard. Now as this me¬ 

thod can never be faid to be totally and ab- 

folutely void of fome danger; as it bears 

the appearance of an operation of fome fe- 

verity; and as it muft always be volunta¬ 

rily, and diliberately fubmitted to, with¬ 

out any real necefiity from the circumdan- 

ces of the difeafe; in other words, as it 

mud be chofen by the patient, merely to 

avoid the trouble and inconveniences at¬ 

tending the diforder j and not neceflarily 

. applied 
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applied to, as fome other operations are 

to fave or preferve life, it does not often 

happen that we are called upon to pracStifc 

it. 
The number of people labouring under 

this difeafe, and who come within the 

above-mentioned neceflary reftraints., from 

age, habit, manner of living, date of the 

complaint, thicknefs. of fac, &c, &c. 

is great. And that of thofe, who either 

have an infuperable dread of an operation, 

or are fo circumflanced or connected in 

life, as to make any fuch degree of dange*' 

highly improper to be voluntarily incurred, 

is hill greater : fo that by far the majority 

of thofe who are afflidted with the difor- 

der, are obliged (however irkfome it may 

be, or hovi'^ever difagreeable it may prove 

to them) to carry it through their life, 

feeking relief now and then from the pal¬ 

liative remedy of tapping. This renders it 

to the adlive and to the laborious, a com¬ 

plaint of more confequence than is gene¬ 

rally imagined. 

From thefe confiderations, I have often 

been induced to think feriofly oh the fub« 

jedf, and to make many experiments ; the 

refult of which, when likely to prove at 
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ail ufeful to mankind, or creditable to the 

art of furgery, I ihall always think myfeif 

obliged to communicate. 

Every practicable method propofed by 

the antients, I have tried j and have found 

them in general painful, fatiguing, hazar¬ 

dous, or ineficacious. 

The tent, whether of lint or fponge, is 

fubjedt to great objedtions, both in its firft 

application, and its future necelfiry conti¬ 

nuance. The cellular ftrudlure of the dar- 

tos, and the loofe connedtion between the 

fkin and tunica vaginalis, renders its'intro- ■ 

dudtion (uniefs a cannula be ufed) fome- 

times difficult. When in, great care muft 

be taken to keep it there for fome time, 

or the effedt intended (an inflammation 

of the vaginal coat and albuginea) cannot 

be obtained j and the means made ufe of for 

its diftenfion, as well as the nature of the 

tent itfeif (efpecially if made of fponge) 

prove frequently very fatiguing, not to fay 

mifchievous, by the irritation, and the ne- 

celTary confinement of the matter. And 

after all, I have feveral times feen it pro¬ 

duce only a partial cohefion j and that fo 

fmall an one, as to prove no cure at all; 

nor at all prevent the future accumulation 

of 
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of water, or the ncceffity of frequent tap- 
ping. 

The cannula, when ufed for the fame 

purpofe inftead of a tent, is indeed ealily 

introduced ; and when in, does not con¬ 

fine the matter ; but then its hardnefs, in¬ 

flexibility, and thin edge, and the abfolute 

impofiibility of diredling or managing it, 

in the frequent and neceflary motions of 

the patient, though confined to his bed, 

renders it a very unpieafant and trouble- 

fome gueil within the tunica vaginalis ; 

and if, to avoid this inconvenience, a piece 

of bougie be kept within it, this,, while it 

is there, confines what ought to be dif- 

The point to be aimed at, is to excite 

fuch a degree of inflammation, both in the 

tunica vaginalis, and tunica albuginea, as 

fhall occafion, a general and perfedl cohefion 

between them : and this, if poflible, with¬ 

out the production of flough or abfeefs i 

without the hazard of gangrene, and with¬ 

out that degree of fymptomatic fever which 

j^ow and then attends both the cauflic and 

the incifion ; and which, when it does hap¬ 

pen, is fo alarming both to patient and fur- 

treon. 
Thefe 
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Thefe ends I have frequently obtained, 

by the ufe of a feton. It is a method of 

cure mentioned by Aquapendens, as uled 

by Guido, and others before him j (though 

their procefs was fomewnat different from 

mine.) I have feveral times tried it on 

fubjedls of very different ages, fome of them 

more than fifty years old. It requires con¬ 

finement to bed only for a few days; after 

which, the patient may lay on a couch to 

the end of the attendance; which is gene¬ 

rally finiflied in about three weeks, or a 

month at the farthefl: and, during all that 

time, no other procefs or regimen is ne- 

celfary, than what an inflammation of the 

fame part from any other caufe (for exam¬ 

ple, a hernia humoralis) would require. 

The manner of performing it is as fol¬ 

lows. Choofe a time, when the vaginal 

coat is moderately diftended and having 

pierced it with a trochar of a tolerable fize, 

draw off the water ; when that is done, in¬ 

troduce into the cannula, a probe armed 

with a feton, confiding of ten or twelve 

firings of candle-=wick cotton. Pafs the 

probe as high to the upper part of the va¬ 

ginal coat as you can ; and on the end of 

that probe make an incifion of fuch fize, as 

' N to 



lyS yi T R E A. T I S E Ofl 

to enable you to pull it out eafily, with ^ 

part of its annexed feton ; then cut it off 

the probe, and tie the cotton very loofely, 

covering the orihces with pledgits. By the 

next dav, the feton wilt be found to have 

contradted fuch an adhefion to the tunica 

albuginea, as would caufc a great deal of 

pains to detach ; but this, it is perfedly un- 

neccll'ary to do ; and it fhould be fuffered 

to remain without moleftation. In about 

fortv-eiglit hours, the fcrotum and teflicle 

begin to fwell and inflame : the patient 

fliould tlten lofe fome blood, and have a 

Hool or two ; and the whole tiimifed part 

flaould be wrapped in a foft pultfce, and be 

fjfpcnded in a bag-trufs. The difeafefrom 

this time bears the appearance of a large 

hernia h.umoralis, and miiif be treated in 

the fame manner, by fomentation, cata- 

plafm, &c. 
The adhefion of the feton to the albugi- 

nea oenerally continues firm 3 and hnever 

meddle with, or offer to move it, until it 

becomes perfectly loofe j which it feldoin 

does for the firft fortnight, or until the in- 

flammatipn is going, and the tumor fub- 

lading. By the time the feton becomes 

loofe of itfelf, the cpalition of parts is 
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fiTiYi\y and univcrfally accornplifhcd. I then 

withdraw it, and heal the orifices with a 

fuperficlal plcdgit. 

This method, as I faid before, I have 

feveral times fucccfsfully pradlifed on fub- 

jedls, on whom, I would not by any 

means have attempted, cither the ufc of 

the cauftic, or have performed the opera¬ 

tion of incifion. I cannot fay, that I have 

never fecn any ill conrequences to attend it; 

but they have been very few, and I think 

it fo much preferable to all the other lefs 

perfedt methods, that I fliall not, (unlefs 

fomething new occurs, which may induce 

me to alter my opiuion) hefitate to pradlife 

it, wherever a radical cure is delired, and 

the incifion is either refufed, or thought 

improper. 

S E C T. IX. 

The HiI.MATOCEL£, OR T.ITMOR FROM 

Blood. 

HIS is a Iwelling of the Icrotum, or 

, of the fpermatic procefs, proceeding 

.from, or caufed by blood ; and, though 

ipoken of by writers as one fimple difeafe. 
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is liable to fo confiderable variety, both 

with regard to nature, and fituation, as to 
■ admit, or even require, being divided into 

Several kinds. 

Such diftindlion of the different kinds of 
hamatocele, though not ufually made, is 
abfolutely neceffary toward rightly under- 
flanding the difeafe ; the general idea, or 

conception of which, appears to me to be 

fomewhat erroneous, and to have produced 
a prognoflic, which ,is ill-founded, and 
hafty. According to my conception, and 
experience in this matter, the difeafe, pro¬ 
perly called hsematocele, is of four kinds ; 
two of which have their feat within the 
tunica vaginalis teftis; one within the al¬ 
buginea ; and the fourth, in the tunica 
communis, or common cellular membrane* 

i 

inverting the fpermatic veflels. 
In parting an inrtrument, in order to let 

out the water from an hydrocele of the va¬ 

ginal coat, a vertel is fometimes wounded; 
wliich is of fuch fize, as to tinge the fluid 

pretty deeply at the- time of its running 
out ; the orifice becoming clofe, when the 
water is all difeharged, and a plafter be-' 
ing applied, the blood ceafes to flow froo) 

thence, but infinuates itfelf partly into the 
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cavity of the vaginal coat, and partly into 

the cells of the dartosmaking, fometimes* 

in the fpace of a few hours, a tumor nearly 

equal in ilze to the. original hydrocele. 

This is one fpecies. 

It fometimes happens, in tapping an hy¬ 

drocele, that although the fluid difcharged 

by that operation be perfedlly clear, and 

limpid j yet, in a very Ihort fpace of time 

(fometimes in a few. hours) the fcrotum 

becomes as large as It was before, and pal¬ 

pably as full of a fluid. If a new puncture 

be now made, the difcharge, inflead of be¬ 

ing limpid (as before) is now, either pure 

blood, or very bloody. This is another 

fpecies : but, like the preceding, confined 

to the tunica vaginalis. 

The whole vafcular compages of the te« 

.(licle, is fometimes very much inlarged, 

and at the fame time rendered fo lax, and 

ioofe, that the tumor produced thereby,, 

has, to the fingers of an examiner, very 

much the appearance of a fwelling comr 

pofed of a mere fluid, fuppofed to be fome- 

what thick or vifcid. This is, in fome 

meafure a deception ; but not totally fo: 

the greater part of the tumefadlion, is 
caufedby .the loofened texture of the teftis j 

N 3 but 



1 8^2 T R E A T I S E- m 

but there' is very frequently a quantity of 

extravafated blood alfo. 

If this be fuppofed to be an hydrocele, 

and pierced, the difcharge will be mere 

blood. This is a thii'd kind of haemato- 

cele j and very different, in all its circum- 

ftaaces, from the two preceding : the fluid 

is flied from the veflels of the glandular 

part of the teftide ; and contained within 

the tunica albuginea. 

The fourth confifls in a rupture of, and 

an effufion of blood from, a branch of the 

fpermatic vein, in its paffage from the groin 

to-the teftide. In which cafe, the extra- 

vafation is made into the tunica communis, 

or cellular membrane invefting the fperma¬ 

tic veffels. 

Each of thefe four. I have feen fo di- 

ffindly, and perfedly, that I have not the 

fmalleft doubt concerning their exiftence#, 

and of their difference from each other. 

The-tunica vaginalis'teftis, in a natural 

arid healthy ftate, is a membrane, which, 

although firm, is of no great thickncfs ; k 

is white, or rather of a reddifh white co¬ 

lour ; and its blcod-veffels are (in ahealthj? 

ffate) no more apparent to the eye, than arc 

thofe the tunica albuginea: but when it 

has 

f 
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has been long, or much diftended, it there^ 

by becomes thick, and tough ; and the vef- 

fels (erpecially thofe of its inner furface) 

are fometimes fo large, as to be very vifi- 

ble,' and even varicous. If one of thefe 

lies in the way of the inftrument, where¬ 

with the palliative cure is performed, it is 

fometimes wounded: in which cafe, as I 

have already obferved, the firft part of the 

ferum which is difeharged, is pretty deeply- 

tinged with bloods, 

Upon the collaphon of the membranes, 

and of the empty bag, this kind of haemor¬ 

rhage generally ceafes, and nothing more 

comes of it. But it fometimes happens, 

either from the toughnefs of the tunic, or. 

from the varicous Hate of the velTsl, that 

the wound (efpeclally if made by a lancet) 

does not immediately unite ; but continues 

to difeharge blood into the cavity of the 

faid tunic, thereby producing a new tu¬ 

mor, and a freili neceffity of operation. 

This is what I have taken the liberty to 

call the firfl fpecies of hsematocele, and 

plainly and. evidently confiils irt a wound 

of a velTel of the vaginal tunic. 

Upon the fudden difeharge of the fluid, 

from the.bag of an overftretched hydro- 

N''4 ^ ccle, 

\ 

\ 
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cele, and thereby removing all counter- 

■ preffure againft the fides of the veflels* 

fomeof which are become varicous, one of 

them will, fometimes, without having been 

wounded, burffc. If the quantity of blood 

fhed from the velfel fo burft, be fmall, it 

is foon abforbed again, and, creating no 

trouble, the thing is * not known. But if 

the quantity be confiderable, it, like the 

preceding, occafions a new tumor, and calls 

for a repetition of the operation. This I 

call the fecond fpecies: which, like the 

firlf, belongs entirely to the vaginal coat, 

and has no concern either with the tefticle, 

or with the fpermatic veflels. in both, the 

bag which was full of water, becomes in a 

fhort fpace of time diftended with blood : 

which blood, if not carried off by abforp- 

tion, mufl be difcharged by opening the 
\ 

con- 
^Frvom this caufe it very often happens, that the laft 

running (if I may ufe the phrafe) of the water from an 

hydrocele, is bloody (all the former part having been 

pcrfecily clear ;) and from hence it is, that a bloody dif- 

charge may almoft always be produced upon the fame 

occafion, by prelling and handling the fcrotum. They, 

who would fee a very ingenious account of this kind of 

hasmatocele, and a very probable application of the fame 

principle, for the folution of fome other appearances 

in difeafes, may find it in the Edinburgh eflays from 

profdTor Monro, the father. 
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containing cyll: i but in neither of thefe can 

caftration (though faid to be the only re¬ 

medy) be ever neceffary : the mere divilion 

of the facculus, * and the application of dry- 

lint, to its infide, will, in general, if not 

always, reftrain the haemorrhage; and an- 

fwer every purpofe, for which fo fevere a 

remedy has been prefcribed. The other 

two are indeed of more confequence j they 

interefl: 
* It may indeed happen, that the blood of the patient 

may be in fuch ftate, as to be incapable of coao-ulation : 

in which cafe, the haemorrhage will continue from the 

infide of the fac, although it be laid open ; and alfo from 

all the divided parts. This circumftance, though a very 

hazardous one, cannot be forefeen ; nor do I know, in 

this ftate of the juices, what benefit can arife from the 

removal of the tefticle ; for the htemorrhage will cer¬ 

tainly be continued, from all parts of the wound necef¬ 

fary in fuch operation, upon the fame principle, and for 

the fame reafon that it could not be refrained from the 

tnfideot the fac. Such an indilpoiition ct blood is often, 

in cachedftic habits, the caufe of very troublefome and 

fatal haemorrhages, at fomediftanceoftime from ampu¬ 

tation, as well as immediately. If this want of an ag- 

glutinant quality in the blood, is not corredled, or is not 

capable ofcorreaion, itgenerallygoes hard with the pa¬ 

tient, let the operation be what, or where it may : for 

it is not merely the fupprefiion of the bleeding that is 

required ; the fame ill quality of blood will prevent 

fuppuration, produce bloody, fanious gleeting, gangrene 

and mortification. This is an evil j of which every 

praditioner muft have feen fo many inftances, that it 
is needlefs to produce particular ones. 
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intereft either the teflicle itfelf, or the vef- 

fels by which it is fupplied with blood, and 

rendered capable of executing its office ; 

and are fometimes not curable, but by re" 

moval of the part. 

One of thefe is feated within the tunica 

albuginea of the tefticle j the other in the 

tunica communis of its veffiels: they are 

neither of them very frequent ; but when 

they do happen, they call for all our atten¬ 

tion. 

If blood be extravafated within the tu¬ 

nica albuginea, or proper coat of the tef i- 

cle, in confequence of a great relaxation, 

and (as it were} diflblution of part of the 

vafculai* compages of that gland •, and the 

quantity be confiderable, it will afford, or 

produce a fluctuation, to the hand of an 

examiner, very like to that of an hydrocele 

of the tunica vaginalis; allowing fomething 

for the different denflty of the different 

fluids, arid the greater depth of the former 

from the furface. 
\ 

If this be miftaken for a Ample hydro- • 

cele, and an opening be made, the dif- 

charge will be blood; not fluid, or very 

thin; not like to blood circulating through 

its proper veffels, but dark, and dufky iii 

colour} 
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colour j and nearly of the coniiftence of 

thin chocolate (like to what is moll fre- 

quently found in the imperforate vagina.) 

The quantity difcharged will be much 

fmaller than was expelled from the fize of 

the tumor; which fize will not be con- 
■i 

fiderably diminifhed. When this fmall 

quantity of blood has been fo drawn off, 

the teflicle will, upon examination, be 

found to be much larger than it ought to 

be j as well as much more loofe, and flab¬ 

by j inflead of that roundnefs and refin¬ 

ance arifing from an healthy Hate of the 

gland, within its firm ftrong coat; it is foft, 

and capable of being comprefled alrnofl flat^ 

and'that generally without any of that paia 

and' uneafinefs, which always attend the 

compreffion of a found teflicle. If the 

bleeding ceafes upon the withdrawing the 

cannula (fuppofing a trochar to have been 

ufed) and the pundlure clofes, a frefh ac¬ 

cumulation of the fame kind of fluid is foon 

made, and the fame degree of tumefadlion 

is produced, as before the operation : if the 

orifice does not clofe, the haemorrhage con¬ 

tinues, and very foon becomes alarming. 

' In the two preceding fpecies, the blood 

comes from the tunica vaginalis; the teftis 

itfelf J 
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itfelf being fafe, and unconcerned; and the 

remedy is found, by opening the cavity of 

the faid tunic : but in this, the haemorrhage 

comes from the fubftance of the tefticle ; 

from the convolutions of the fpermatic ar¬ 

tery, within the tunica albuginea : the di- 

vifion of the vaginal coat can here do no 

good; and an incihon made into the albu¬ 

ginea can only increafe the mifchief: the 

tefticle is fpoiled, or rendered ufelefs, by 

that kind of alteration made in it, previous 

to the extravafation j and caftration is the 

only cure, which a patient in fuch circum- 

ftances can depend upon. 

The laft fpecies of this difeafe arifes from 

a burfting of a branch of the fpermatic 

vein, between the groin and fcrotum, in 

what is generally known by the name of 

fpermatic procefs. ' This, which is gene¬ 

rally produced by great, or fudden exertions 

of ftrength, feats of agility, &c. may hap¬ 

pen to perfons in the bcft health, whofe 

blood and juices are in the beft order, and 

whofe genital parts are free from blemilh, 

or difeafe. 

The effufton, or extravafation, is made 

into the cellular membrane, which inverts 

and, envelopes, the fpermatic veflels, and 

has 
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has fomething the appearance of a true her¬ 

nia. When the cafe is clear, and the ex- 

travafated blood does not give way to difcu- 

tient applications, the only remedy is to lay 

the tumor fairly open, thro’its whole length. 

If the veffei or breach be fmall, the hse- 

rnorrhage may be retrained by mere com- 

preffion with dry lint, or by the ufe of 

liyptics; but if it be large, and thefe means 

do not iucceed, the ligature mull be made 

ufe of. If the bleeding branch can be tied 

lingly, the teflicle may be preferved j if it 

cannot, and the whole fpermatic procefs 

muft be included, it is unneceiTary to add 

that the teilicle mull be removed. 

CASE XXV. 

Healthy man, abbut thirty years old 

X. defired me to let out the water from an 

hydrocele ; which operation, he faid, had, 

for fome time paff, been performed upon 

him, twke a year, by the late Mr. Bell of 

Red-Lion-Square j and he defired alfo that 

I would do it with a lancet. I let out near 

a pint, the firfi: part of which was deeply 

tinged with blood j but as it ran, it became 

clearer and clearer, and at lafk was per- 
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fedtiy limpidand when I put on the pla- 

fter, he did not bleed a drop. The next 

morning, he came to me again ; told me, 

that he had bled a good deal in the night j 

and fhewed me his iinnen, which was very 

bloody. As there was no difcharge at this 

time, I only renewed his plafter, put him 

a bag-trufs on, and dehred that he would 

go home, and keep quiet. He remained 

free from haemorrhage for forne hours; and 

therefore negledfing my laid caution, he 

walked about a good deal, and heated him- 

felf, and the next day fent for me to look 

at his fcrotum; which was large, and full: 

making no doubt, from all the circumftan- 

ces, that the tumefadlion was from blood, 

I told him my opinion ; and, at the fame 

time, advifed, if it did not diffipate, by 

proper attempts for that purpofe, to fub- 

mit to have the vaginal coat laid open, and 

thereby obtain a radical cure. 

Some time was fpent, in attempting dif-- 
I 

cuffion; during which, the tumor increa- 

fed, and he, now and then,' bled pretty 

freely from the orifice; which became 

Ipongy, and would not heal. 

Finding all Endeavours ineffedtual, he 

fubmitted : the tunica vaginalis was laid 
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open j a confiderable .quantity of blood was 

difcharged (fome in a fluid flate, but prin¬ 

cipally grumous j) he had no difagreeable 

{ymptoms; and, in about fix weeks, was 

perfectly well. 

CASE XXVI. 

An elderly man, who had often had a 

large hydrocele tapped at the Hofpital, 

came one day, as ufual: I made a pundlure 

with a lancet, and let out the water; but 

was near half an hour, before I could flop 

an haemorrhage from the wound. 

The next day he came again and com¬ 

plained to one of my drefl'ers, that he had 

bled, more or lefs, all the night. He was 

properly drefled j the bleeding reftrained j 

and he was advifed to go home, and keep 

quiet upon the bed. 

The third day, when I was again at the 

Hofpital, he came and Ihewed me his fcro- 

tum j which was as full, and as large, as 

when I firfl: tapped it: the orifice was not 

healed j and, upon prelTure, blood was dif- 

diarged from it. He faid, that he could 

^ot aflfprd to reft from his labor} and my 

week 
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week for accidents being expired, Mr. Crane 

took him under his care. 

He (finding the bloody difekarge fiill 

continued, notwithflanding the man kept 

in bed, and was properly taken care of) 

made afreeincifion into the tumor: turned 

out a good deal of coagulated blood with 

‘his finger; and then, lightly filling the ca¬ 

vity with lint, obtained a fuppreflion of the 

hemorrhage, and produced a radical cure. 
4 

CASE XXVII. 

* A Gentleman who ufed to come to Lon¬ 

don, about every five or fix months, 

to have a large hydrocele emptied, came 

to me under a great alarm. 

Having often had the water drawn off by 

pun(fture in London, he determined to let 

the apothecary of the village. where he 

lived, do it for him, and thereby fave 

him the trouble of a journey. The opera¬ 

tion' was very properly performed, and the 

bag perfectly emptied j but the next morn¬ 

ing, to his great aftonilhment, he found it 

as full as before. His apothecary was as 

much furprifed as himfelf; and the patient 

got 



the H Y D R O CTE L E, 193 

^ot into a poft-chaife, and came immedi¬ 

ately to London. 

Upon hearing this account, and feeing, 

and feeling the tumor, I made no fcruple 
\ 

of declaring it to be blood ; and that if it 

did not foon diffipatq by reft, and pro¬ 

per applications, it muft certainly be let 

out; 

All attempts for difperfion proved, fruit- 

lefs, the tumor increafed, and as his health 

and hahit were good, apd his age by no 

means advanced, I advifed him to fubmit 

to an incilion j by which, I hoped that he 

would not only get rid of the prqfent evil, 

but would moft probably obtain a radical 

cure. , He complied, upon condition that 

I would firfl by pundfure fatisfy him, that 

I was right in rny conjedlure with regard tp 

the contents, 
/ 

I paffed a lancet into the forexpart, 

and gave difcharge to a clear blood: 

while that was running put, I made, by 

means of a probe-pointed knife, an in- 

cilion of fufficient fizc, to admit a doffil or 

two of fine lint. For a day pr two, the 

fymptoms were untowardly, and the dif? 

charge was large, and bloody j but by pro¬ 

per care, keeping very' quiet, and taking 

0 
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freely of the bark with elixir vetrioli> every 

thing ended well. 

CASE XXVIII. 
✓ 

A Lully healthy man, about forty, who 

had the care of a manufadlurer’s ware- 

houfe in my neighbourhood, confulted me 

on account of a large hydrocele of the tu¬ 

nica vaginalis. The tunaor was very large, 

the parts conliderably on the ftretch, and I 

advifed him to have it tapped diredliy. 

About twenty ounces of clear water were 

drawn offby means of a trochar, without the 

appearance of a drop of blood. As he had 

carried his burthen long, and had never 

been relieved from it before, he was much 

furprifed at this immediate eafe, and went 

to work as foon as he got home. 

The next mornjng he came to me much 

alarmed, and diewed me his ferotum; 

which was full half as big, as before the 

pundlure had been made. 1 had no doubt, 

that its prefent content was blood j and 

very apprehenfive that it might require 

the fame treatment, as the preceding cafe ; 

which in his eonllitution, and manner of 

living. 
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living, muft have been attended with ha¬ 

zard. 

I ordered him home to bed immediate- 

ly ; took fome blood from his arm ; and 

clireifted a cooling purge to be taken next, 

morning : the ferotum was fufpended, and 

wrapped in a rag,, folded feven or eight 

times, and wetted in a folution' of fal. am- 

mon. crud. in vinegar and water, and he 

had diredlion to keep it conftantly wet. 

On the third day I bled him again, and 

ordered him another purge for the fourth, 

and continued the fame application. 

Finding the fwelling quite at a fiand, 

and imagining that by mending his ftate of 
blood, a farther elfufion might poffibly be 

prevented, and an opportunity given for 

the abforption of what was already fhed, I 

advifed him to take a dram of the cortex 
every fix hours : this he did for as many 

days; during which, the tumor vifibly lef- 

fened; and, by perfifting in the fame me¬ 

thod, he got well : that is, all that degree 

of tumefadlion, which, I fuppofe to hav^ 

been caufed by blood, difappeared. After 

fome months the ferotum became largre 
O 

again; and he followed the advice which 

I had given him, viz. to have the fluid 

Q 2 draw4 
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drawn off, before it attained too large a 

lizc. I have feveral times fince tapped it,, 

and always have drawn offa clear fluid. 

CASE XXIX. 

Man, about forty-fcven, of a fallow 

complexion,, and fubjedl to choHcky 

complaints, had the water drawn off from 

a hydrocele of the vaginal coat, by means 

of afmall trochar.. The quantity was near 

a pint, and the bag was perfedlly emptied. 

The next morning, it feemed to contain a 

fluid, although in, no great quantity ; he 

fliewed it to the perfon who tapped him 

the day before, and who advifed him to put 

on a bag-trufs, and to take a fmart purge. 

In three days it was fo manifeflly increafed, 

as to alarm the patient, and make him de- 
V 

firous of farther advice. 

On the flxth day from the firfl: opera¬ 

tion, I faw him, and found the fcrotum fo 

much inlarged, that I made no doubt, the 

vaginaltuniccontained at leafl feven ounces 

which Ifufpedled to be blood. 

I advifed a difcutient application, and the 

free ufe of the cortex ; but this did not fuit 

the humour, either of the patient or of his 

furgeon 
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burgeon. He took three or four purges*^of 

rad. jallap. and made ufe of a warm fo¬ 

mentation. At the end of about a month, 

I was defired to fee him again. The tu-? 

mor was larger, and his ftrength impaired 

by his purging. It appeared to me to be 

now of fuch a fize, and in fuch hate, that 

nothing but the operation could ferve hinj; 

and for which 1 prepared him, if the punc¬ 

ture fhould produce a difcharge of blood 

'only. An opening was made vvkh a lan¬ 

cet, and the difcharge was clear fluid tdood,; 

I would have proceeded, but the patient 

would not permit me ^ and he was drcffed 

with a fuperficiai pledgit, and a plafter. 

Blood oozed from the orifice all that 
f 

■night, and part of the next dayand when 

•1 law him again, he could not have loft 

lefs than a pint. 

J was well aware, what might be the 

confeqaence of a divifion of the 'tunica va¬ 

ginalis, in fuch a habit; but, at the fame 

time, it feemed to be the unicum reinedium, 

for he would take no medicine. The hae¬ 

morrhage continuing another day, he fub- 

mitted. The operation difcovered no one 

bleeding veflel; nor did I imagine that it 

^would, being convinced that it came from 

O 3 the 
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the iniide of the tunic. He was drefled 

with dry lint, and put to bed with an opiate: 

all that night, and the fucceeding day, the 

difcharge was large, and bloody : and the 

lips of the incifion, on the fecond were 

flabby and free from inflammatory turner 

fadliori. I told him my opinion freely, and 

preiTed him to take the bark, or have more 

affiftance ; both which, at that time, he re- 

fufed to do. 

On the clofe of the third day, the hae¬ 

morrhage ftiii continuing, he becoming 

fick and faint, and his pulfe failing a littlej 
/ 

he was alarmed, and permitted us to diredl 

for him. A draught, confifling of a dram 

of bark, half a dram of confedt. cardiac, 

and three or four drops of tindt. thebaic, 

was ordered to be taken everv four hours. 

Not to make the account tediouSj by a 

relation of every minute circumftance, he 

perfifled in this method, and it ,was four 

days before the bleeding ceafed, or the 

Edtres of the incifion. became inflamed, or 

fliewed any tendency toward fuppuration. 

But at lafl, with fome difhculty, he got 

■well-. 
» A - ' * 

CASE 

I 
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I 

CASE XXX, 

> A Labouring man, who had fallen down 

in the ftreet, with a load on his back, 

was brought into St. Bartholomew’s Hofpi- 

tal, on a fufpicion of his having got a rup¬ 

ture, in confequeiice of his fall; he having 

immediately perceived a fwelling in his 

groin, and fcrotuni, which he had not be¬ 

fore. 
♦ 

The tumor feenied to occupy the whole 

fpermatic procefs j which was fo enlarged 

by it, that it was impoffible to feel the paf- 

fage of it from the abdomen, through the 

mufcle : but the teilicic below it was per¬ 

fectly difeinCt. > 

The appearance of a turner j the fud- 

dennefs of its formation ; 

tion of the teiiicle below •, 

the diflinCl fitua- 

and an acciden¬ 

tal chcu'm-ftance, of the man’s not having: 
O 

had a ftool for two days part, inclined Mr. 

Freke (whofe week it was) to believe it to 

he, and to ttgatit as, a rupture. He made 

fbme attempts for reduction i and, finding 

them fruitlefs, determined upon the opera¬ 

tion immediately. 

He 
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Hte divided the Ikin and membrahi adi- 

pofaj, down to what he took to be the her¬ 

nial fac i and when he had fo done, had a 

mind to endeavour at the return of the in- 

t'edine, without opening the fac* 

Mr. Frekewasa man not eafily to be 

diffuaded from what he had a mind to do 5 

and, having got the whim into his ^head, 

was determined to make the experiment 

on this, which he thought a fair cafe 

. for the purpofe. Accordingly (with his 

probe-fcilTars) he divided the tendinous 

Opening in the abdominal mufcle j and 

then again tried to reduce the gut, but to 

ho purpofe ; for nothing would go up. At 

laft, though with much reludlance, he was 

obliged to lay open the containing mem¬ 

brane. He had no fooner done this, than 

a large quantity of blood, (partly.fluid, and 

partly grumows) burfl; forth, and the whole 

■tumor fubfided leaving the procefs per¬ 

fectly free i and containing neither inte- 

•ftine, nor omentum. 

The parts were now wathed clean, and 

diligent fearch made for the breach, whence 

this blood iffued; but none could be found » 

the man was drefled with lint and pulvi 

feoii .axEien. (a method of dreiTmg,. which 
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Mr. Freke was fond of -,) and in apropej. 

fpace of time, the man got well, without 

any new hajmorrhage. 

In this cafe, fome of the circumftances 

might be faid to render an inteftin^ her¬ 

nia not improbable ; and the wantofftools 

might have increafed fuch probability : but 

then, it (hould have been confidered, that, 

although this be one fymptom of the ftran- 

gulated inteftine, yet it is not, by any 

means, an univocal, or infallible one. A 

want of ftools may happen from other 

caufes, even in a perfon who has a rup¬ 

ture ; but cannot fingly be a reafon for the ^ 

■operation immediately j which ought to.be' 

indicated and authorifed by other concomi¬ 

tant fymptoms and appearances. A coftivc 

habit may attend a perfon, who has an in- 

tedinal hernia, when the gut labours under 

no flridure, and does its office perfectly 

well in the ferotum j but fuch patient will 

not have the ly mptoms of an incarcerated in- 

teftine, nor, indeed, had this man. His not 

having been at flool two days before, was 

an accidental circumftance; which might 

or might not have been occafioned by the 

defeent of a piece of the inteftinal canal j 

she trtuh of which ffiould have been proved 

bv 
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by the ufe of a clyfler and a purge, before 

an operation had been performed. 

CASE XXXL 

A Young fellow, draining to get rid of a 

hard liool, felt a fudden pain in his 

left groin ; and, upon examination, found 

afweiling, extending from thence into the 

fcrotum. He took it for a rupture, and 

immediately applied to an advertifing ope¬ 

rator; who, after feveral unfuccefsful at¬ 

tempts to seduce it, put a trufs on him ; 

and told him,' that the tumor would gra¬ 

dually (brink to nothing. The trufs he 

wore for fame days; when, finding both 

his pain and fweiling increaie, he applied 

to a furgeon in his own neighbourhood ; 

with wnora 1 law' him. 
I 

. The tumor was large, and had fomewhat 

the feel of an omental hernia; the abdo- 

minai aperture feemed to be dilated by it ; 

the teiticle was tolerably diftind: below ; 

his pain in an ered pofture was confidera- 

bie; but in a lupine one very little: he 

had neitiier heat, nor quicknefs of pulfe, 

nor hiccough, nor vomiting ; and had beeit 

thrice at ftool that day. 

As 
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As there was no reafon for fuppofing any 

degree of ftridture on the inteftinal canal, I 

advifed the keeping him in bed, bleeding 

him freely, and trying what a proper pui- 

tice would do. 

This method was tried, for feveral days j 

but without any benefiton the contrary 

the pain increafed, as well as the tumor j 

and a fluctuation within became palpa¬ 

ble. 

This fluid, I thought poflibly might be 

collected in the fac of an omental hernia (a 

cafe which I had more than once feen ;) and 
I 

as there w<:.s plainly enough in quantity, to 

render a punCture perfectly fafc, we made 

one with a lancet, and let out fome ounces 

of clear blood.' 

When the fwelling was thereby leflen- 

ed, we felt for the fpermatic vefiels, but 

could difcern them very indiflinCily j and- 

the procefs feemed much loaded, and en¬ 

larged. 

Next day, the man was perfectly well in 

health j but the ferotum looked fwelled, 

and black, as if it had been much bruifed; 

he had alfo bled from the punCture, which 

was not clofed, and difeharged blood free- 

ly, upon any preflure being made above. 

Though 
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Though we were in fome doubt, con-^ 

cerning the true nature of the cafe j yet, k 

Was dear, that if the haemorrhage conti- 

nuea, the part muft be laid open. 

' For three or four days it continued, 

notwithftanding all our endeavours; and, at 

laft, it was fo conliderable, as to indicate 

th e operation immediately. 

A knife was introduced into the orifice 

made by the lancet, and an incifion of fome 

length made ; but no facculus, no particu¬ 

lar cavity found nothing like a hernial fac, 

or tunica vaginalis teftis j in fiiort, nothing 

hut cellular membrane ; which fatisfied us, 

that the blood muft come from the fpe'r- 

matic chord. 

As the bleeding ftill continued, and was 

derived from a part above our incifion, we 

continued it quite up to the groin, and 

found that all the cellular membrane of the 

procefs was loaded with extravafated blood ^ 

and that it came from a confiderable breach 

now in view. We drefled it with lint prefled 

out trom a ftyptic, and intended to have 

permitted tLat dreffing to have remained 

on for a day or two : but we were foon fent 

for, on account of an alarming return of 

the haemorrhage j which had been fo con- 

fiderable, as to produce a fwoon. 
Caftra«» 
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Caftration appeared to us, to be the only 

remedy j and it was immediately perforoi- 

ed. 
V 

V 

CASE XXXII, 

A Middle-aged man came to St. Barthq-? 
lomew’s Hofpital, and delired me to. 

look at a fwelling in his groin, and uppey 
part of the fcrotum on the right iide ^ 
which, he faid, came fuddeniy, by lifting 
a heavy weight. Jr rom the groin quite 

down to the tefticle, the fpermatiq procefsi 
was enlarged j he had no fymptoms of ^ 
hernia ; and the teftis was much tpo, dl- 
fJindland free for a hydrocele. 

While I was examining it, I perceived 
fome blood to drop from the lower part of 
the fwelling ; and, upon enquiring the rea- 
fon, he told me, that a pundlure had been 
rriade in it, a day or two before (upon a 
fuppoiition, that the fwelling was from wa¬ 
ter j) that it had, at intervals, bled ever 
Jince i but that, fince it had lafl flopped, 

the tumor was incrcafed. From thefe cir- 
cumftances, I concluded the fwellihg to be 

caufed by blood, (bed into the tunica com- 

Riunis, 
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munis, from a branch of a varicofe fper- 

matic vein. 

He fubmitted to have it laid open : nq 

particular breach was difccvered ; though 

the whole membrane was much loaded • 

the wound was drelfed with lint prelTed out 

from fpirit. vin. Thefe dreffings were fuf- 

fcred to remain on, until they were fepa- 
I ^ 

rated by, a beginning fuppuration : and by 

keeping quiet, and - being properly taken 

care of,, the man got well, without any re¬ 

turn of hemorrhage. 

/ 

CASE XXXIIL 
I 

A Poor man was brought to my houfe, 

by a gentleman of the profeffion, for 

my opinion concerning a tumor of the 

fcrotum, 

The fwelling was large j ofa globular kind 

of form ; painful, not only in general from 

its weight, but often even when fufpend- 

cd, or when the patient was in bed. , It 

palpably contained a fluid i but the fludu- 

ation of that fluid was not (to my fingers) 

like the fluduation of water. In all the , 

pofterior part of the tumor, an enlarged, and 

foijiewhat hardned tefticle might plainly 

be 
/ " 
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be diflinguiflied j and the general weight 

of the whole, far exceeded that of any hy¬ 

drocele I had ever met with of equal fizc. 

That it was not a mere fimpie hydrocele, 

I was very' clear : but, whether it was a 

colledtion of fluid in the tunica vaginalis of 

a difeafed tefticle (what is in general called 

a hydrofarcocele) or what other morbid cr 

altered (late of parts it might be owing to, 

I would not pretend to fay. A puncture 

was made in it with a fmall trochar; and 

about four ounces of dark-coloured blood, 

not fo fluid as blood generally is, while cir¬ 

culating in its proper vefTels, w'as drawn 

off a bit of plafler and lint was applied 

to the orifice, and the man went about his 

bufinefs. 

In tw'o days, the fame furgeon brought 

the man to me again. The pundlure was 

healed; but the tumor was as large as 

when I had feen it two days before, and pal¬ 

pably contained the fame kind of fluid- 

What that was w'^e knew : and the conlide- 

ration was, what was the properefl: method 

of giving the man relief. Had he been in 

gcod health, I believe, I fhould have ad- 

vifed laying the tumor open at lead; fo far 

as to havo obtained a more precife know? 
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ledge of its nature: but the patient’s age, 

and general health were fuch, as would by 

no means make an operation of that fort 

an eligible thing. He was near to fixty ; 

allhmatic ; ha^ drank freely ; and had a 

yellow countenance, and fwelle^ legs in 

confequencc of it. I advifed him to come 

into the hofpital, and try, whether by pro¬ 

per care his habit might not be mended, 

Soon after his adnaifiion, I had a' mind to 

fee, whether the contents of the tumor were 

feally the fame as before, and made a punc¬ 

ture in it again v/ith the trochar : the dif- 

* pharge was again blood ; and it w;as two 

days from, this operation, before a bloody 

difcharge from the orifice ceafed. 

A continuance of dram-drinking brought 

od a general anafarca, and an extravafation 

of water in the abdomen; and when hp 

had been iii the hofpital about two rponthi, 

he died. 

* I would not omit the opportunity of ex¬ 

amining his fcrotal diforder; and found, that 

the trochar had, at each operatiqn, pierced 

the tunica albuginea j that the bloody ex? 

travafation was within that coat ; that the 
' » 

tunica vaginalis was almoft univerfally, thp' 

J[ightly> adherent to the furface ^f the albu? 



the HYDRO CEL E, ^c. 269 ' 

ginea; that the vafcular compages of the 

whole teftiele was much enlarged,’ and at 

the fame time fo loofened,- that a part 

feemed to have been dilTolvcd into the fluid 

which, produced the fluftiiatiori,’ which 

fluid was mere blood; and that the epidy- 

dimis was hardned, and very eonflderably 
: ■ 

enlarged. 
I have flnce had an opportunity of fee- 

ing a patient labouring under the fame com¬ 

plaint ; whofe teftiele was rather haftily;i 

and inadvertently laid open j that is, divi¬ 

ded. The immediate confequence was a 

large, and obftinate hemorrhage.- Whe¬ 

ther it was produced by the divifion of the 

fubftance of the teftiele, or by the irritation 

of fuch applications as were made ufe of fof 

flopping the bleeding, I will not pretend 

to fay \ but when I faw him, he had a rigid 

neck ; and was (what is commonly called) 

jaw locked. Caftration, from the ftate in 

which his teftiele was when I faw it, muff 
t 

have been the only remedy for his local 

complaint j but his fpafmodie attack ren¬ 

dered that improper, and every thing elfe 

fruitlefs. 

I have alfo (from a very ingenious prac¬ 

titioner of my acqttaintance) received ^an 

P account 
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account of a fimilar cafe j in which the 

tefticle was divided, and the haemorrhag 

(from the patient’s obllinate refulal to fub- 

mit to the operation of caftration) proved 

at'^lai^ fatale- 
v ' ' 

/ ' 

SECT.. X. 

1 I ' O the different kinds of hydrocele, 

JL which have already been mention¬ 

ed, fome of the modern French writers 

have added another, -tsiz, that which ' is 

formed' by a colledlion of fluid, in the fae 

of a true hernia. 

The title of this clearly deferibes its true 

nature; and therefore I fhall only inform 

the reader, of what has fallen within my 

own knowledge relative to this difeafe. 

/ 

CASE XXXIV. 

Young fellow, about twenty-five years 

old, applied to me, on account of a 

fwelling in his ferotum. It was large, of 

.an irregular figure, not very tenfe, per- 

fedlly indolent, and accompanied with a 

remarkable fulnefs of the.fpefmaticpro- 

csfsv "- ■■■ ■ , 
The 
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The account which he gave of himfelf 

was, that he had had a rupture, as long as 

he could remember: that he had, on that 

account, worn a fteel trufs for many' years; 

that, upon taking his trufs off, his rupture 

always came down immediately, and was 

very eafily returned up again} that it had 

never occafioned any obftrudtion in his 

Rools, nor given him any pain j that, about 

a year ago, he had been perfuaded to leave 

his trufs off, and to fubftitute in its place, 

a bandage made of dimotty, without any 

iron in it j but which had been buckled on 

very tight: that, when he had worn this 
I 

bandage about fix months, he found that 

his rupture w'as down, and that he could 

not get it up again that, upon this, he had 

applied to the perfon of whom he bought 

the bandage; who, after having ineffedlu- 

ally tried to reduce the rupture, fold him 

another bandage, and buckling it on flill 

tighter than the firft, affured him, that it 

would never do him any harm; that from 

the time of putting on this fecond, his 

fcrotum had gradually become larger, with 

confiderable pain and uneafinefs. 

From the feel of all the lower part, I 

made no doubt, that the tumor contained' 

I 
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a confiderable quantity of _ fluid ; and had 

there been no other circumftance to influ¬ 

ence my judgment, I fliould have fuppofed 

the difeafe to have been a hydrocele of the 

tunica vaginalis teftis: but the very diflindt 

and particular account, which the man 

gave ofhimfelf; and the feel, and the ap¬ 

pearance of the fpermatie procefs, made me 

hefitate. 

Whatever might be the true nature of 

the cafcy a fluid there certainly was ; and 

that in quantity fufficient to render the dif- 

eharge of it both fafe and warrantable. I 

made a pundlure in the middle and ante¬ 

rior part, and let out above a pint of brown 

ferum. This difcha,rge removed all the 

fwelling from below ; but made little or no 

alteration, either in the look, or the feel of 

the upper part of the procefs. I endea¬ 

voured to reduce it ; but found it imprac¬ 

ticable, and defifted advifing the man to 

let it alone, to wear no bandage of any 

kind i and if at any future time, it became 

troublefome to him, I delired that I might 

fee it. 
In about a year’s time, he came to trie 

again, with his ferotum as big as before, 

and palpably containing a fluid. 

As 
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As I had felt the teflicle very plainly after 

the firft operation ; and as I did not believe 

the tumor in the procefs to be formed by 

the inteftiae, I advifed him to have the 

whole laid open. He fubmitted, and I 

took him into the hofpitai for that purpofe. 

I made an incilion, from the middle, and 
anterior part of the fcrotum, quite up to the 

groin, and found in the lower part of the 

bag, which contained the fluid, the tefticle 

covered only by its proper coat, or tunica 

albuginea i and in the upper part, or neck 

of the fame bag, a confiderable portion of 

omentum. The upper part of this portion 

of caul was hardned in its texture, and fo 
✓ 

perfectly adherent to every point of the 

neck of the fac, as to prohibit the return 

of even a fluid from thence into the belly : 

but the lower part was in its natural ftate, 

loofe, foft, and capable of being expanded. 

All the lower, or loofe p wt, I cut off, with¬ 

out, making a ligature, being troubled 

with any haanorrhage; the upper part I left 

as I found it; filled the wound' lightly with 

dry lint, and treated the cafe, as I fhould 

have done that of the radical cure for an 

hydrocele. In about feven weeks the'man 

got well, and has ever fince remained fo. 

P 3 This 
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This nian’s rupture was of the congenial 

kind j and therefore the fac of the hernia, 

and that of the hydrocele, were the fame, 

•viz. the tunica vaginalis teftis. 

CASE XXXV. 

H I L E the firft: edition of tWs book 

was in theprefs, Mr. Spray defired 

me to viiit a patient with him,/ who had 

fome prefling fymptoms of a fl'rangulated 

rupture. 

The patient was a healthy young man, 

about twenty-two years old ; and he gave 

the following account of himfelf. 

That as long as he could remember, he 

had been fubjedl to a rupture, which ne¬ 

ver came lower than his groin, was always 

eafily put up, and had never given him 

any trouble : that he had, when a child» 

worn a trufs^ but, either from its being ill- 

made, or from his not knowing how to put 

it on, it had never anfwered the purpofe j 

and that he had, for fome years, difufed it \ 

that, for a month or two pafl, his rupture 

had been conflantly downj and that, withini. 

that fpaceof time, he had never been able 

to rejurn it, though he had often tried? 
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t2iat ftill, as it gave him no pain, nor pro¬ 

duced any other inconvenience, than the 

merefwellins of thefcrotum, he had taken 
O 

no notice of it; nor applied to any body for 

affiftance, until w-ithin the laid three days; 

lince which, he had been affedled with 

great pain in his belly, a (loppage of ftools, 

and a vomiting. 

The lower part of the fcrotum was much 

inlarged ; contained a conliderable quantity 

of fluid j and bore very much the appear¬ 

ance of a hydrocele : but the upper part, 

or fperroatic procefs, w’as hard, and pain¬ 

ful,- and feemed to be girt tight by the ten¬ 

don of the abdominal mufcle,. This, added 

to an extreme tightnefs of his belly, want 

of ftool for three days pafl:, anxiety, reft- 

lefsnefs, vomiting, and beginning hiccough, 

determined me to propofe the operation 

immediately. 

The lad confented, and I made an inci- 

flon from the upper part of the tnmor, juft 

above the abdominal opening, quite down 

to the bottom of the fcrotum. 
\ 

Having carefully divided the cutis, apd 

common membrane, I -came to what ap¬ 

peared to be a hernial fac ; this I opened, 

.and thereby let out about half a pint of 

P 4 clear 
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clear limpid water; upon the difcharge pf 

which, the whole rumor of the fcroturn 

fubhded ; and my affillants were convin¬ 

ced,. that I had millakeh a hydrocele for an 

hernia. But although the whole of the 

fwelling of the fcroturn was entirely diffi- 

pated by the difcharge; yet the tumor and 

hardnefs about the abdominal opening was 

unaltered, and the patient’s pain the fame. 
V 

With a probe-pointed knife I laid open 

the whole fac, whence the water had pro¬ 

ceeded-, quite down to its bottom ; and 

found the naked tefticle within it : this 

gave the difeafe Ifiii more the .appearance 

of a hydrocele, and I began to think that it 

was fo ; but, upon pafiing my. finger up, to 

examine the date of the abdominal tendon, 
i 

IJound a fmall portion ofintefiine enga¬ 

ged in it, and bound extreniely tight-; I 

lengthened the incifion, fo as to have a fair 

view of it, and thereby w^e all became tho¬ 

roughly fatisfied of the true nature of the 

cafe. The piece of intefiine was fmall, a 

crood deal darkned in color, and bound fo 

tightly by the tendon, that it was with 

great difficulty, that I could introduce my 

finger for the conveyance pf the knife. 

•When I hkd made a fufficient dilatation, | 
. ■*' , 4 - • V. .. < 
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endeavoured to return the gut ;• but could 

not execute it, although there was no ob- 

flrudtion from the tendon. I drew out 

fome inches of it, thinking, that I might 

thereby be enabled to^ make the'return 

more eafily} that which I drew out, I 

replaced,with the utmo.fl;,eafe ; but could 

pot difengage the fmail portion which made 

the original difeafe.. At lafi:, palling my 

finger round in the ddated opening, I found 

that the inteftine adhered to the lower bor- 

der pf it, by a fmail membranous filament ; 

jupon'the.diyifion of,which, the gut^flipped 

tn imtpediately. 

, The. young man had fiools very foon 3 
and,, by proper care, very foon got .well. 

This alfo was a congenial hernia; the 
* * 

fac which contained the inteftine, the fluid, 

.and the tefticle, being the tunica vagina¬ 

lis : but had I been contented with merely 

dividing the tunic, and had not proceeded 

in the examination and divifion of the ab¬ 

dominal tendon, the lad would have been 

deftroyed by tlie foidliire. 

SECT. 



^Treatise 0ie 
t 

S E C T. ^ XI. 

T! H E reft of the falfe herniaE (as they 

are called) are the pneumatocele 5 

the varicocele ; the cirfocele : and the far- 

cocele : to which, fome have added the 

hydro-farcocele. 
J 

The firftof thefe, is (as I have already ' 

faid) a miftake : there is no hernia prodti-i 

ced by mere wind. The two difeafcsi* 

which in new-born children, and infants^' 

are taken for, and called wind-ruptures, 

are, a tumor produced by a fmall quantity 
- ► ,1 

of fluid remaining in the lower part of the 

tunica vaginalis,. after its communication 

above vrith the cavity of the belly is clofed; 

and a true (but fmall) inteftinal hernia. 

The varicocele j is a dilatation of the 

blood-veffels of the fcrotum. Thefe are of 

different fize, in different people; and, like 

the vefl'els, in other parts of the body, are 

liable to become varicofe ; but are feldom 

fo much inlarged as to be troublefome, un- 

lefs fuch inlargement is the confequence of 

a difeafe, either of the tefticle, or of the 

fpermatic chord.. When this is the cafe ^ 

tlijg 
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the original difeafe is what engages our at¬ 

tention, and not this iimple efFedl of it; 

and, therefore, confidered abftraitedly, the 

varicocele is a difeafe of no importance. 

The cirfocele, is a varicofe diftention and 

inlargement of the fpermatic vein ; and, 

whether confidered, on account of the pain 

which it fometimes occalions; or on ac¬ 

count of a wafting of the tefticle, which 
% 

now and then follows it, may truly be cal¬ 

led a difeafe. It is frequently miftaken for 

a defcent of a frnall portion of omentum. 

The uneafinefs which itoccafions, is a dull 

kind of pain in the back, generally relieved 

by fufpenfion of the fcrotum. It has been 

refembled to a colledlion of earth-worms; 

but whoever has an idea of a varicofe vef- 

fel, will not ftand in need of an illuftration 

by comparifon. It is moft frequently con- 

iined to that part of the fpermatic proceft, - 

which is below the opening in the abdo¬ 

minal tendon ; and the velTels generally 

become rather larger, as they approach 

nearer to the teftis. In books, are to be 

found prefcriptions for lelfening the di- 

ftended veins j but I cannot fay, that I ever 

faw any good eftedt, from external applica- 

Cions of.any kind. 

In 
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In general, the tefticle is perfe<5lly un¬ 

concerned in, and unafFe<ited by this dif- 

cafe; but fometirnes it happens, that it 

makes, its appearance very fuddenly, and 

with acute pain requiring reft and eafe : 

and fometirnes, after fuch fyinptonis have 

been removed, I have feen the tefticie fo 

wafted, as hardly to be difcernible. 

CASE XXXVI. 
< r' 

r A Young fellow, on a journey, found 

himfelf one evening more than ordi¬ 

narily tired j and, as foon as he got to bed, - 

was feized with a violent pain in his back ; 

.which (to ufe his own words) fhot down 

into his ftone. 

The pain was fo great, as to oblige him 

to fend for fomebody immediately, who 

bled him freely : this produced no relief, 

nor was the pain yet attended with any 

tumor of the fcrotum, or tefticie •, or by 

any appearance whatever of the parts af- 

fedted. The pain continued, without re- 

miffion, all the next day; he was again let 

blood, had a clyfter, and a gentle purge. 

On the third day, toward evening, the pain 

TOtally left him, and a fulnefs appeared in 
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the groin, tending down toward the tefti- 

cle ; this made him fo uneafy j that, find¬ 

ing the apothecary, who had the care of 

him, did not feem clearly to know what it 

was j he got into a poil-chaife, and camo 

home to London. 

His journey brought on a return of pain : 

but by lofing fome more blood, keeping 

in bed, applying an emollient pultice tO 

the groin, and fufpending the parts in a 

bag-trufs, he became eafy, and all the tu- 

mefadlion difperfed ; except a fmall fulnels 

of the fpermatic chord, occafioned by the 

varicofe ftate of its veffels. But the tefiicle 

was fo diminiihed, as to be hardly percep¬ 

tible ; and remains fo, to the time of my 

writing this. 
i 

V 

CASE XXXVII. 

An oftler, at an inn in Smithfield,-was, 

by the fall of a horfe, thrown over his 

head,, and his groin ftruck againfi; the pom¬ 

mel of the faddle. It gave him exquifite 

pain •, and he was brought immediately to 

the Hofpital, upon a fijppofition that he 

had bbrft himfeif, 

Up.on 
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. " Upon examination, no fwelling appear¬ 

ed, either of the tefticle or of the fpermatic 

chord j but the pain (which he faid was 

exquifite) was confined to that part of the 

latter, which is between the tefticle and 

the groin. 

He was largely blooded, had a clyftcr, 

and a purge j his pain continued two days; 

and when it left him, the fpermatic veflels 

became greatly varicofe. No application, 

which was made ufe of on this account, 

proved at all beneficial; that is, rendered 

the diftended veffels at all lefs; and,, when 
f 

he left the Hofpital, he was perfedlly free 

from pain ; but his tefiicle, on that fide, 

was fcarce difcernible. 

I once faw the fame effeft, from the in- 
/ I 

judicious application of a trufs, on a true 

cirfocele: the vefifels, by means of the 

preflure, became inlarged to a prodigious 

fize, but the tefticle Ihrunk to almoft no¬ 

thing. 

CASE XXXVIII. 

Young gentleman, about twenty-five 

years old, after having heated himfelf 

much with exercife, went too fQon into a river 
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to bathe. In the middle ofthe enfuing night;, 

he was feized with a coldnefs, and fhiver- 

ing which were followed with great heat, 

and thirft, and a flight fweat. He fcnt 

for a furgeon, who bled him and gave 

him a clyfter, bad him keep in bed, and 

drink plentifully. Next day, he gave him 

a laxative medicine, and fome febrifuge 

draughts. 

For three days, his fever was-unremit¬ 

ting j but on the fourth, he became cool¬ 

er, and was feized with a moft acute pain in 

his loins j for which he was again bled, and 

purged. On the fifth day, his back became 

eafy j but both teflicles, tho’very little fwol- 

len, were fo tender, as hardly to. admit the 

touch ; and, in a very few hours, the fper- 

matic velTels were fo diftended, as to make 

an apparent tumor. By means of fomen¬ 

tation, pultice, and reft, all uneafinefs was 

removed, in about a fortnight; but, at the 

end of that time, both patient and furgeon 
were exceffively aftonifhed, at not being 

able to find the tefticles. The latter came 

to London immediately, and defired me to 

examine him, after having given me the 

preceding account. 

The 
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The fpermatic vefl'els were full, and va- 

ricofe; the vafa deferentia too large, and 
% 

rather too hard j as were alfo the epidydi- 

mides j but there was not, on either fide, 

the lealt appearance of a natural tefticle : a 

flattened, comprefled kind of membranous 

fubftance (which, I-fuppofe, was the tunica 

albuginea) feemed to hang from each epi- 

dydimis j but there was not any trace or 

veftige, of the glandular, or vafcular parts 

of either teftis. 

This is the only time, I ever faw this 

complaint on both fides, in the famefub- 

jea:. 
f 

«. 

SECT. XII. 
/ 

The Sarcocele, or disease!? 

Testicle. 
I 

This is a difeafe of the body of the 

tefticle I and, as the term implies, 

confifts, in general, in fuch an alteration, 

made in the ftrudlure- of it, as produces a 

refemblance to a hard flefliy fubflance, in- 

ftead of that fine, foft, vafcular texture,, of 

which it is, in a natural and healthy ftate, 

conapofed» 
The 

/ 

V 
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The antient writers have made a great 

number of diftindions, of the different 

kinds of this difeafe, according to its difr 

ferent appearances, and according ^o the 

mildnefs or smalignity of the fymptoms, 

with which it may chance to be attended. 

Thus, the farcocele, the hydro-farcocele, 

the fcirrhus, the cancer, the caro adnata 

ad teftem, and the caro adnata ad vafa, 

which are really little more than defcrip- 

tions of different ftates and circumflances of 
t ■ ’ * c 

tho fame difeafe, are reckoned as fo many 

different complaints, requiring a variety of 

treatment, and deriving their origin froni 

a variety of different humors 

Every fpecies of farcocele, confifls prir 

marily in an inlargement, induration, and 

obftrudlion of the yafcular part of the tefti- 

cle j but this alteration is, in different peo« 

pie, attended \vith fuch a variety of cir^ 

cumftances, 

* »■ 

^ Humores era® flint duo, pituita ct melancholia, 

e quibus turn fchirrhi in aliis partibus, turn induratio- 

nes carnet in tefticulis oriuntur. Tumor hie eft du- 

rus, taSui renitens, indolens, et fi exquifituslit fehir*^ 

rhus, fenfu caret. Si a melancholia oriatur, color fab~ 

lividus \ fi a pituita, colcrem cutis non mutatj fi a 

melancholia fuperafiata, dolor pundoriuSjCt iaequalis 

tumor i hie durus^ ibi mollis.’’ pah* ab Aqua|)eqda 

I 
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cumftances, as to produce feveral different 

appearances; and. to occafion the many di- 

flindlions which have been made. 

If the body of the tefticle, though in- 

larged, and indurated to fome degree, be 

perfectly equal in its furfacc, void of pain, 

has no appearance of fluid in its tunica va¬ 

ginalis, and produces very little uneafi- 

nefs, except what is occafioned by its mere 

.weight, it is ufually called a fimple farco- 

eele, or an indolent fcirrhus. If, at the 

fame time that the teftis is inlarged, and 

hardened, there be a palpable accumulation 

of fluid in the vaginal coat, the difeafe has 

hy many been named a hydro-farcocele. If 

tiie lower part of the fpermatic veffels, and 

the epidydimis were inlarged, hardj and 

knotty, they fuppofed it to be a fungous or 
t 

morbid accretion, and called it the caro ad¬ 

nata ad vafa ; if the tefticle itfelf was un¬ 

equal in its furface, but at the fame time 

not painful, they diftinguifhed it by the ti¬ 

tle of caro adnata ad tgftem : if it was to¬ 

lerably equal, not very painful, nor fre¬ 

quently fo, but at the fame time hard and 

large, they gave it the appellation of an 

occult or benign cancer j if it was ulcera¬ 

ted, fubjedl to frequent acute pain, to hs- 

morrhagCj 
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morrhage, &c. it was known by that of a 

malignant or confirmed cancer. Thefe dif¬ 

ferent appearances, though diftinguiflied by 

different titles, are really no more than fo 
many ftages (as it were) of the fame kind 

of difeafe; and depend a great deal on fc’- 

veral accidental circumftances; fuch as age, 

habit, manner of living, &€■. It is true, that 

many people pafs feveral years with this 

difeafe, under its mofi: favourable appear¬ 

ances, and without encountering any of 

its worft; but on the, other hand, there 

are many, who, in a very Ihort fpace of 

time, run through all its ftages. They, 

who are moft converfant with it, know, 

how very convertible its mildeft fymptoms 

are, into its moft dreadful ones j and how 

very ftiort a fpace of time, often intervenes 

between the one and the other. 

There is hardly any difeafe, affeding the 

human body, which is fubjedl to more va¬ 

riety, than this is, both wjth regard to its 

firft manner of appearance, and the chan¬ 

ges which it may undergo. 

Sometimes the firft appearance is a mere, 

fimple, inlargemcnt, and induration of the 

body of the teftiele ; void of pain, without 

hnequality offurface, and producing no un- 
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eafinefs, nor inconvenience, except what iS' 

occalioned by its mere weight. And fome- 

few people are fo fortunate, to have it re¬ 

main in this (late, for a very confiderable 
length of time, without vifrfefe or m'aterial 

alteration.. On the other hand, it fome- 

times happens, that, very foon after its ap¬ 

pearance, in this mild manner, it fuddenly 

becornes unequal, and knotty j and is at¬ 

tended with very acute pains, darting up to 

the I'oins and back j but Hill remaining en¬ 

tire, that isj notburfling through the inte¬ 

guments. Sometimes the fury of the difeafe 

brooks noreftraint; but, making its way 

through ^11 the membranes which inve- 

lope the tefticle, it either produces a* large, 

foul, (linking, phagedenic ulcer with hard 

edges ; or it thrufts forth a painful gleeting 

fungus, fubjeflto frequent hajmorrhage. 

Sometimes (as I have already obferved) 

an accumulation of water is made in the 

tunica vaginalis, producing that mixed ap¬ 

pearance, called the hydro-(arcocele. 

Sometimes there is no fluid at all in the 

cavity of the tunica vaginalis •, but the body 

of the tefticle itfelf is formed into cells^ 
» 

containing either a turbid kind of water, a 
O 

bloody fanies, or a purulent, feetid matter^ 

Some* 
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'Sometimes the diforder feems to be 
merely local, that is, confined to the teiii- 

cle, not proceeding from a tainted habit, 

nor accompanied with difeafed vifcera j tlie 

patient having all the general appearances, 

and circumllances of health, and deriving 

his local mifchief from an external injury. 

At„ other dmes, a pallid, leaden counte¬ 

nance, indigeftion, frequent naufea, cholic ■ 
pains, fudden purgings, csfc. fufficiently in¬ 

dicate a vitiated habit, and difeafed vifce¬ 

ra j which difeafed vifcera may alfo fome- 

times be difcovered and felt. 

The progrefs alfo, which it makes from 

the tedis upward, toward the procefs, is 

very uncertain; the difeafe occu,pying the 

tedicle only, without affedfing the fperma- 

tic, procefs, in fome fubjedfs, for a great 

length of time ; while in others, it totally 

:ipoils the tefticle very foon; and, almoft as 

foon, feizes on the fpermatic chord *. 

Q. 3 Thefe, 
t 

V 

* This is the common language, and therefore I ufe 

it; but I would not be underftood to mean, that the 

progre^fs of the difeafe, is always and invariably upward, 

from the teftisinto the procefs. I have feen the fperma¬ 

tic procefs truly cancerous, when the tefticle has been 

free from difeafe; and am well fatisfied, from experi¬ 

ence, that a difeafed Hate of the veflels within the abdo¬ 

men. 
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Thefe, and fome other circumftancfes, to 

be mentioned hereafter, are materially ne- 

ceflary to be obferved; as they chara<Serife 

the difeafe j point out -its particular nature 
anddifpofition; andferve as marks, whereon 

to found our judgment and prognoftic of 

the mofl: probable eventj as well as the 

moft proper method of treatment. Various 

have been the caufes, to which theoretic 

and whimlical people have affigned this 

difeafe j but as a recital of conjectures can 

convey no inflruCtion, or ufeful infor¬ 

mation, I fhall pafs them over ; and only 

take notice, that among the great number, 

which have been mentioned, there are two 

which, though equally groundlefs with the 
reft, have yet obtained a degree of credit, 

that may miflead : thefe two are the hernia 

of the vagi¬ 
nal tunic. 

The hernia humoralis is a defluxion of 

the inflammatory kind, proceeding, moft 

frequently, from an irritation in that part 

of the urethra, where the vafa deferentia, 

or . 

men, or of tbc parts in contie^tion with thofe vefiek, 

may produce a morbid ftate of the procefs, proceeding 

^ovi^nwards from thence : feut the other is by mueh 

the moft fregueat^ 

humoralis, and the hydrocele 
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or veficuls feminales terminate. It is at¬ 

tended with pain and heat, and moft fre¬ 

quently fever; during the firft, or inflamed 

flate of the difeaie, the whole compagesof 

the teftick is inlarged ; but when by reft, 

evacuation, and proper applications that 

inflammation is calmed, there feldom or 

never remains, either fulnefs, hardnefs, or 

any other mark of difeafe in the glandular 

part of the teftis. The epidydimis indeed 

feldom efcapes fo well; that often conti¬ 

nues inlarged, and indurated, fora confl-^ 

derable fpace of time, but without pro¬ 

ducing either pain or inconvenience ; and 

without occafioning any alteration in the 

figure or ftrudlure of what is called the 

body of the teifticlej whereas the true far- 

cocele, or hernia carnofa, moft commonly 

* begins by an indolent induration of that 

part of the teftis, and affedla the epidydi- 

mis fecondarily; or, after it has already 

ifooiled the vafcular part of the gland. 

I would not be underftood to mean, that 

a farcocele never follows a hernia humora- 

lis ; there is no reafon in nature, why it 

fhould not: a hernia humoralis does not, 
4 nor 

✓ 

* I fay moft commonly, becaufc it is neither nc- 
nelTarilys nor always. 
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nor can, prevent the tefticle, in any future 

time, from, becoming fcirrhous: I only 

fay, that it does not, at any time^ necefla- 

rily caufe, or produce it. So alfo, with re¬ 

gard to the epidydimis, I do not mean to 

fay^ that it never is the primary and origi* 

Inal feat of a fcirrhus j I know that it is, 

. and (hall produce fome inftances of it: nei¬ 

ther do I intend to fay, that a fcirrhus ne-^ 

ver attacks an epidydimis, which has been 

previoufly hardened by a hernia humora- 

iis j there can be no reafon, why it fliould 

not: I only mean to fignify, that it is my 

opinion, that the induration caufed by a 

venereal hernia humoralis does not, at any 

timci heeeffarily produce a fcirrhus, A 

fcirrhus, indeed, may fall on that part^ 

after it has been fo difeafed > but it would 

as certainly have attacked it, if there had 

been no preceding affedlion of it. 

There is alfo a venereal aded;ion of the 

tefticle, independant of a gonorrhea, or of 

any difeafe of the urethra. 

This is feldom an early fymptomj and, 

I do not remember, ever to have feen an 

inftance, in which it was not, either im^- 

mediately preceded, or accompanied, by 

fome other appearance, plainly venereal. 
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It has neither the inequality, nor darting 

pains of the fcirrhus, and always gives 

way to a mercurial procefs, properly con- 

duded. 

A quantity of water is frequently col- 

leded, in the vaginal coat of a truly fcir*^ 

rhous teftis. This has given rife to the 

fuppofition, that the tefticle often becomes 

difeafed, from its being furrounded by, or 

Iwirnming in the fame fluid : a fuppofition, 

entirely groundlefs. 

That fcirrhous, and cancerous tefies, 

very frequently are found to have a quan¬ 

tity of fluid, accumulated in the tunica va¬ 

ginalis of them, is beyond all doubt j but 

that fuch tefticles become difeafed, in con- 

fequence of being furrounded by fuch fluid, 

or, in other words, that a Ample hydrocele 

may produce a fchirhous tefticle, is by no 

means true^ 

The Ample hydrocele is (as I have al¬ 

ready at large obferved) a colledion of vva- 

ter in the tunica vaginalis: this fluid, in a 

natural and healthy ftate of the parts, is 
s 

fmall in quantity, and, by being conftantly 

abforbed, does not diftend the cavity of the 

tunic, but only ferves to keep that tirem- 

fcrane from contraifting any unnatural co- 

hefion 
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iielion with the tunica albuginea. The 

regular abforption of this fluids being by 

fomc means prevented, the quantity foon 

becomes confiderable, and diftending its 

containing bag, conftitutes the difeafe cal¬ 

led a hydrocele j but makes no morbid al¬ 

teration in the ftrudture of the tefticle 

When the tefticle becomes inlarged in 

fize, hardened in texture, craggy and un¬ 

equal in its furface, painful upon or after 

having been handled, attended with irre¬ 

gular pains, (hooting up the groin toward 

the back, and this without any previous 

inflammation, difeafe, or injury from ex¬ 

ternal violence, it is faid to be affedted with 

a fcirrhus. This, as I have already re- 

marked, is of different kinds, and degrees, 

and appears under different forms; but al¬ 

though the appearances, which the difeafe 

makes, are various, according to the alte¬ 

ration produced by it in the tefticle, yet, 

every fuch morbid alteration may obftrucl, 

or prevent the regular abforption of the 

fluid depofited in the vaginal tunic, and oc- 

cafion 

* That is, no foch alteration, as ren'ders it painful, 

©r incapable of executing its office ; and,confequently, 

no fuch alteration, as can ever require extirpation, or 

any Other chirurgical cjjeratioin on the tefticle itfelf. 
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cafion a fpecies of hydrocele ; that is, a tu¬ 

mor from water. 
This is that kind of difeafe, which, by 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente, is called hy- 

dro-farcocele; but which is fo very unlike 

to a fimple hydrocele, that whoever mi- 

ftakes the one for the other, will commit 

an error, which may prove very mifchie- 

vous to his patient, and very detrimental to 

himfelf. 
/ 

In the true, fimple hydrocele, the teftis, 

though fomewhat loofened in its texture, 

and a little inlarged, yet preferves very 

nearly its natural form j the colleftion is 

made without pain or uneafinefs, and very 

foon becomes fufficient to hide, or conceal, 

the tefticle j nor is the examination of fuch 

tumor attended with any pain : but the 

increafed fize, and hardened ftate, of the 

fcirrhous teftis renders it difcoverable, 

through a much larger quantity of fluid, 

than will totally conceal the former. -When 

felt, it will be found to be hard, and ge*> 
nerally fomewhat unequal, and not un- 

frequently attended with irregular fliooting 

ftains, efpecially after having been exahii- 

ja^dip 

la 
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In the fimple hydrocele, the fluid di- , 

llends the tunica vagnialis fo equally, that^ 

altho’ it does not furround the tefticle (nor 

indeed can) yet it feems fo to do : whereas 

in the hydro-farcocele,tho’ the anterior part 

of the tumor may, in fome meafure, bear 

the appearance of a fimple hydrocele j yet, 

an examination of its pofterior part will 

always difeoverthe true nature of the cafe *: 
■V 

to which may be added, that, under the 

fame apparent magnitude, the -latter will 

always be found to be confiderably heavic^ 

than the former. 

In fhort, the name of this lpecies\of dii"- , 

eafe (hydro-farcocele) is, undoubtedly, a 

very proper one, and capable of conveying 

a very juft idea of its true nature, mz. an 

accumulation, or colle<flion of water in the 

vaginal coat of a feirrhous, or difeafed 

tefticle j but the majority of writers have, 

by fuppofing the water to be the caule, in- 

ftead 

• ^Thishasbeenveryjudicioufiy remarkedbyMr. Le 

Dran. Schenkius gives an account of abeginning far- 

cocele, which was miftaken for an hydrocele; upon 

which a radical cure was performed by caftration. Upon 

dividing thebody of the teftis, a quanticy of thick fluid 

v/as difeharged \ a thing by no means uncommon^ but 

which was here miftaken for femen. The patient died^ 
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i;ead of the confequence of the difeafed 

Rate of the tefcis, committed a very mate-* 

yial blunder, and endeavoured to eftablifh, 

and authorize a yery prejudicial 'and de- 

ftrudlive method of practice. For by con¬ 

ceiving, that the noxious quality of the 

fluid produces a fungous or fleihy excref- 

cence on the furface of the teRicle, they 

have fuppofed, that after having difcharged 

the faid fluid from its containing bag, they 

could, either by eftablifliing a fuppuration, ' 

or by ufing efeharotic medicines, wafte or 

deRroy the faid exqrefcence, and obtain a 

radical cure of the whole difeafe. Now 

the fcirrhofity of the teRicle being the ori¬ 

ginal difeafe and the extravafation a mere 

accident. Rich treatment can never do any 

material good, and may often be the caufc 

of very eflential evil. 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente has given a 

particular defcription of this method, which 
' he 

not long after the wound was healed ; and the kidney 

on that fide, and the parts about it, made a very mor¬ 

bid appearance. This appearance was by Schenkius fup« 

pofed to be owing to the hafty cure of the hydrocele j 

but was indeed the efFeA of the fame virus which had 

firft fpoiled the tefticle. Neither was the fluid in the 

body of it femen, but fanies or matter j a circurnftance 

Hioft frequently met witll in fcirrhous teftes. 
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he recommends, from having pradlifcd it 

with fuccefs; his words are “ Modus fin- 

** gularis eft quando hernia aquofa cum 
carnofa mifta eft ; tunc; enim primum in- 

<‘'cide, et fac foramen in parte fcroti quae 

** non fit declivis, neque in fundo fcroti, fed 

** circa medium; nec fac admodum la- 

turn : et extradla aqua, turundam im- 

** pone quam longiffimam, medicamento* 
pus moventi infedam, ut refina terebin- 
thinae, cum thure, ovi vitello, et butyro ; 

emplaftrum emolliens, et pus mqvens 

applica, ut diachylon cum gummis, et 
** axungia porci : genitum autem pus, non 

** evacuetur per foramen, fed data opera 

intus fervetur, ut contaSlu Jua, carnem 

** fenfim putrefnciat. Neque innovanda 
** medicamenta, nifi tota earo fuerit in 

pus. converfa y id quod longo fit tem- 

pore 

Now, to pafs over the abfurdity of the 

dodrine of removing or diflblving a fun¬ 

gous 

* “ S! carnofa, et aquofa fit hernia, ego talenn adhi- 

beo curain j feco cutem,et incifionem factoexiguam* 

etinibcopotius altiore, quam in fundo : indeturunda 

“ impofita cum digeftivo et pusmovente medicamentq 
“ diutius procedo, neque unquam pus extraho, fed per- 

petuo bonam- partem intus relintjuQ j <|Uod fcnfun 

5'carnem corroditj et ita fan'at,’’ 
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^ous excrefcence, by means of the putre- 

fying quality of matter •, as well as the 

great difturbance, which mull: be the con- 

fequence of confining it within the tunica 

vaginalis •, it is very clear from thefe, and 

from every other circumftance attending 

the difeafe in queftion, that the cafes, which 

Fabritius had fuccefsfully made his experi¬ 

ment upon, mull; have been mere fimple' 

hydroceles, attended with a fmall degree 
* 

®f inlargement j but without any difeafed 
ftate of the tefticle. 

This is one method of procuring a radi¬ 
cal cure of the faid difeafe ; a method in 

ufe, before Fabritius pradtifed it j and fall, 

in fonae meafure, employed : a method* 

which, in fome inHance^', has always been . 
fuccefsfuland which may, in general, be 

tried on any fimple hydrocele, in a young 

and healthy fubjedt. The cure (when it 

efFedts one) is not brought about by the 

deftrudlion of an excrefcence from the te- 

llicle, or the dilTolution of its fuppofed in¬ 

duration ; but merely by exciting fuch an 

inflammation, as lhall occafion an adhe- 

fion of the tunica vaginalis to the tunica 

albuginea j by which means, the cavity of 

the former ,is obliterated : the tefticle re¬ 

maining, 
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maining, as to fize and confiftence, juft as 

it was before fuch operation was perform-- 

ed*. But this, though prafticable, and- 

fometimes fuccefsful in the hydrocele, is 

not to be thought of, in the diteafed or 

fcirrhous tefticle. The operation, as de- 

fcribed by Aquapendente, conftfts of two 

points j firft to let out the water, and then 

to caufe a plentiful fuppuration. When 

the tefticle is really and primarily difeafed, 

and the extravafation is a confequence of 
fuch difeafe, the difcharge of the water 

from the cavity of the. tunica vaginalis, 
whether by punflure, or by- incifion, can 

contribute nothing material toward a cure 

of 
Another method of treating this difeafe, in ufe be¬ 

fore Fabritius ab Aquapendente (as may be feen in 

Guido and others) and much preferable, if ufed in pro¬ 

per cafes, is the method by feton. 

Th is, as I have already obferved, I have feveral times 

pra6lifed with fuccefs, in thofe who would not fubmit 

to incifion,or in whom it was by no means proper. 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente had a different, and that 

an erroneous, idea of this difeafe : he conceived, that 

there was a fungous kind of excrefcence on the tefticle,. 

and that this excrefcence required erofionanddeftrudli- 

on; this heaimedataccomplifhing,by meansof the mat¬ 

ter colleiled within; and therefore his principal aim was 

to confine and increafe it, by making his panfture, for 

|he jntrodudionof histentjj in the upper part of the tu- 

mor 5 
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of the principal complaint, and is there¬ 

fore ufelefs j but it may, in many cafes, do 

harm, by creating a difturbance in parts, 

whofe ftate requires the mofl perfedl quie¬ 

tude ; and is therefore wrong. When the 

difeafe is a mere, fimple hydrocele, the 

palliative cure, as it is called, by puncture, 

is right and necefiary j it renders the life of 

the patient eaiy ; rids him, every now and 
then, of a very troublefome burden j is 

perfedlly fafe; may be performed, and re¬ 

peated occahonally, at any time of the pa¬ 

tient’s life, or in almofl any date of the dif- 

eafe | ‘but the.introduilion of tents or fe- 
tons, or the endeavour, by any means to ex¬ 
cite inflammation, or to.eflabliihfuppuration 

within 
mor; and by imbuing it, from time to time, medica- 

mentis pus moventibus. 

Had he been right in his idea, his pra6lice would have 

been juft : but his conception of the difeafe was errone¬ 

ous, and his pradlice abfurd. The rational intention 

fliould be, to excite fuch a degree of inflammation, as 

may produce an union between the tunica vaginalis 

and the albuginea : the formation of matter is a mere 

accidental confequence of this inflammation \ and the 

means ufed to procure the end (provided it be procured ) 
cannot be too gentle. The matter is of no real ufe, 

and therefore it is fo far from being necelTary to con¬ 

fine it, that if the conjundtion of the coats can be obtain¬ 

ed, without the formation ofanyj itisfomuchthe better# 

R 
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within the tunica vaginalis, requires (even, 

in the finiple hydrocele, where the tefticle 

is unaftedted), foine little confideration, andr 

ought not to be haftily, or unadvifedly, put 

in praitke. 

In fome ages, habits, the fymptoms 

will rife very high, andoccafion both trou¬ 

ble and hazard and if this be the cafe, 
I 

when, the teuis is not at all difeafed ; and 

when there is no malignityeither, in, the 

local complaint, or in the habit of the pa¬ 

tient, what have we not to fear where there 

is both ; where the parts are already fpoiied 

by; difeafe,.and where irritation,and inflam¬ 

mation,, may. (.and. do) excite the moft fa¬ 

tiguing fymptoms, and the mod direful 

confequences ? 

Befide the hydro-farcocele,orlimpid ex- 

travafation of^fluid, in the cavity of the vagi¬ 

nal coat, (and which mud'thereforealways be 

ex,teriial to the tefticle)) fcirrhous and can¬ 

cerous teftes are liable to collediions of fluid, 

within the fubftance-of them, under the 

tunica albuginea *.■ Thcfe are fometimes 

large, 

* Job aMeekren has made a very j uft, and j udicious 

remarkonthis fubje£t.. f'abritius ab Aquapendente had 

reckonedacolledion of fluid withinthetumca^albuginea 

teftis, among the kinds of hydrocele. This Meekre^ 

doea. 

i 
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large, and in one cavity; fometimes fmall, 

and in feveral diftindt ones. They’are alfo 

very different in nature, in different cafes; 

fometimes ferous, fometimes fanious ; 

fometimes purulent, fometimes bloody. 

Thefe are very apt to impofe on the inad¬ 

vertent and injudicious (efpecially if they 

be attended with fame degree of inflamma¬ 

tion in the flcin ;) and to induce an opinion 

of an abfcefs, or impoflhurnation, which 

may be relieved, or cured, by an opening j 

but, caveat operator. Thefe colledlions will 
be found to bear a rnuch fmaller propor¬ 

tion to the general flze of the tumor, than 

they wdio'are not converfant with them are 

inclined to apprehend; the fubfidence after 

the opening has been made, will alfo be 

much fmaller than was expedted ; and, in- 

ffead of relief and eafe, all the fymptoms 

R 2 of 
does not allow: but, having defcribed the true hydrocele 
of the vaginal coat, fpeaks of this colledtion within the 
albuginea, as it really isj that is, as a confequence of 

thedifeafed {late of the gland. His words are ; “ Hie- 

ronymus Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Part. I. de 

“ Operat. Chirurg. cjip. 75. aquam in teilibus congre- 
gari docet earn quae ex imo ventre eo defluit : at.er- 

c‘ ror eft (meo judicio) magni anatomici. Spatio enirr^ 

eo, quod eft inter tefticulum et tunic^m, imo in fcror 

*' to ipfo, aqua faepius colligitur ; nunquq'ti mteflikiM 
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;of pain,' fvveliing, inflammation, &'e. will 

be increafed, and aggravated; and if the 

opening be confiderabie, it not infrequently 

happens, that an ill-natured fungus is thruft 

forth; which, by bleeding,gleeting, and be¬ 

ing horridly painful, drfappoints the furgdon, 

and renders the date of the patient much 

more deplorable than it was before : nei¬ 

ther is this fenfation, which is thought 

like the fluctuation of a fluid within the 

tefticle, to be at ail times depended upon> 
as implying, that there is any fluid at all 
there. The touch, in this cafe, is fubjedt 

to great deception ; and I have feen a loof- 

ned texture of the whole vafcular drudlure, 

or body of the tefticle, produce a fenfation, 

fo like to the fludluation of a fluid, lying 

deep, as, has impofed on perfons of good 
judgment, and great caution. 

Many of the moft efleemed writers on 

this part of furgery, either not being prac¬ 

titioners, or deing afraid to differ from 

thofe who have written before them, have 

lazily arrd fervilely copied each other, and 

have thereby fallen into an obfcure jargon 
concerning thisdifeafe, which, neither them- 

felves, nor their readers, have underflood. 

They have talked of the fcirrhous tcflicle^ 

the 
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•the caro adnata ad teftem, and.the caro ad- 

aata ad fpermatica vafa, as fo many different 

difeafes, requiring different methods of 

treatment. ^ 

The melancholia, the atrabilis, and a 

certain inexplicable adufl; date of humors, 

are faid to be the caufes of thefe different 

appearances j and the flefhy fubflance ari- 

iing from, or adhering to, the fpermatic 

veffels, is faid to be more benign, than ei¬ 

ther the fungus arillng from the teflicle, or 

the true fcirrhus. For the firh, they have 

hefcribed an operation, which is coarfe, 

cruel, painful, and (notwithflanding all that 

they have faid about it) unfuccefsfuJ j all 
■which they mufl have known, if they had 

praSllfed it. I, therefore, am much incli¬ 

ned to believe, that this is one of the many 

parts of antient furgery, which having been 

■devifed by fome one bold, hardy operator, 

-and by him defcribed, as pradicable, has 

been related by many of his fucceffors, as 

praftifed. The fecond, the caro adnata 

ad teftem, they allow to be attended with 

more difficulty, as well as'hazard, and fel- 

dom to be attempted with fuccefs *. 

R 3 They, 

* base inter excrefcentias annumerari po- 
** .teftj cunt lit additanteiitunt ex toto praetertiaturale; 

nec 
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They, who are under a neceffity of 

forming their opinions principally from 

books, and who have not frequent bppor- 

tunities of knowing from experience, how 

very little they are (in many cafes) to be 
I 

depended upon, may be inclined to think, 
that all thefe diftindtions really exift j and 

that thefe operations by fire and fword, by 

knives and cauteries, fo exadtly defcribed, 

inuft be fometimes neceflary ; but having 
never feen the particular cafes^ requiring 

fuch 
nec ilH infant figna apoftematis^ fed tan turn ut caro 

qu£c circa fcrotum aut epididymem generari folet/’ 

Andreas a Cruce* 

Curatio ell, ut incidatur cutis tefticulorum, 

et excorietur ufque ad fuperiora ; deinde extrahe di- 

dymum et tefticulum, et libera eos ab omni parte 

ex ilia carnofitate/’ Brunus. 

Fit etiam hernia quandoqueexcarnofitate quadam 

** praster naturam nafcente juxta tefticulum j et tunc 

pellicula incifa undique debet excoriari \ et difco* 

operta carnofitate ilia a corio exteriori ufque, fupe- 

.x\\i% cauterlo abfcindatur.” Rolandus. 

“ Cura cjus non potefl: fieri nifi ciim.manu pellem 

exteriorern fcindendo, et carnem a tefticulis fear* 

nando, et incarnatum auferendo.” Lanfranc. 

Scinde pellem tefticuli cum raforlo ufque ad teiti- 

culum,ct tunc carnofitatem, quam invenis removeas 

et excarnes totaliter a tefticulo/’ Gul.e Saliceto. 

‘^Notandum eft in hac operatione num caro con* 

creverit circa tunicas \ an circaipfosteftess nuipque 
» 

firmiter 

'1 
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ftich treatment, have a very imperfedt idea, 

‘either of them-, or of the operations ^ and 

•are, to thclaft degree, alarmed 

•dated, when any thing, which they think 

is like to it, occurs to them in pradtice. To 

fuch, it may not be amifs, to explain this 

matter,'.in as few words as I can •, beg¬ 

ging pardon of the more intelligent reader 

dor the digreffion. 

In the fliort anatomical account, which 
■I 

I have given of thefe parts, I ha^ve taken 

R 4 BO 

“firmiteran irirnus firme aJhereat paftis .fubilantire, 

Incidendum eft totum ferotum ufquead carnem con- 

cretarn^ quae fi quidem valenter baud fit affixa, vel 

fummis digitis, vel manubriolo fcalpente, a tefte vei 

tunicis, fenfim fit auferenda^^^Fab. ab Aquapend. 

Caroitem faepiflime tefticulis, ut eorum tunicis aJ- 

nafeituFj ferofus enim humor ifte nonnunquam acris 

fadlus venas capiliares, membranafque leviter erodit. 

Hinc pars ilia fanguinis qu e paulatim exfudat: quae- 

que optima et laudabilis eft, beneficio caloris innati, 

““ in carneam fubftantiajn concrefeit, &c, rcliquum 

vero fanguinis quod ferofum eft, paulatim tnembra- 

nas totumque feroturn adeo extendit, iit caro ift'a 

quae tefticulo adherer, dig^itis palpari non poffit/* 

■ Fabritius Hildanus, 

‘‘ Secandum eft ferotum, et detegenda caro, et a 

tefte deradenda vel a vafis, Si;ab. Fallopius. 

The falfe reafoning, the want of anatomical know- 

ledge, the cruelty, and inutility, of the prbpofed opera- 

^tions, and the terrible confequences, which muft follow 

from 
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notice, that the fpermatic veffels terminate 

in the tefticle: and that, after the femen 

has been fecreted from the blood, it palfes 

from, that gland, into a body which feems 

fuperadded to, although it be really conti¬ 

nuous with it. This body is therefore cal¬ 

led the epididymis, and is fo placed, with 

regard to the teflis, that a heedlefs or un^- 

informed obferver may fuppofe, that the 

ijpermatic velfels terminate in it ; efpecial- 

ly, if it be inlarged by difeafe. It takes 

its rife from the tefticle, by a number of 

veftels, called, from their office, vafa efth- 

rentia i 

from their being put in pratSlice, are too glaring to 

need any comment: and fuch as mufl incline every 

rcafonable man, to hope that thefeauthors (and a great 

multitude of others, who might be named) did in this 

part of rurgery,asthey have done in many other ; that 

is, copy each other in the precepts relative to the caufe 

and treatment of this difeafe, but did not put their di- . 

re(S]ions often into pradice. The imperfedf ftate ofa- 

iiatomy, in the time of the above-cited writers, may 

be admitted as an excufe for them; but even very late 

.ones have fallen into the fame error. 

In the fungous excrefcence upon the when 

the fame is not over-grown, you are make way 

thereto ; which is then to be confupied, by efeha- 

rotics or by the adlual cautery.’’ Turner. 

Si quid vero carnisenatum atefticulo deprehendi- 

tuf, quod gray!ter hominem affligat, aec difeuti ta- 



H YD ROCELE, ©^4-. 24.^ 

rcntia : thefe foon become one tube, jwbich 

being convoluted and contorted,, in a moll 

wonderful manner forms the greater part 

of the faid body and at laft, ceafing to be 

fo convoluted, it ends in one firm canal, 
'f . ^ 

called the vas deferens by which, the fe- 

creted femen is conveyed from the tellicle 

to the veficulae feminales. 

Whoever will attentively confider'thc 

epididymis in its natural pofition, with re¬ 

gard to the tellicle, and Ipermatic veflels. 

will fee, that if it be enlarged, beyond its 

proper fize, it will extend itfelf upward. 

m 
“ men per adhibita medieamenta convenientia queat, 

“ turn fi tefticulus integer adhuceft, atqueillibatus.fe- 
“ liciterut plurimum fanari noxa potent, ipfequetefti- ■ 

“ cuius fervari ; dummodo quicquid pr.-eter naturam 

“ fuper incrcvit, dcoperto firoto, quam exaaiffime abeo 

fohatur^ atque refcindatur.” 
* 

“ Qijod fiautemipfumtefticuluminvaferitj vel ex- 

fcindietiam propter nimios cruciatus, vel fimilesali- 

“ as caufas, indecoreprominentes partes nequeant, ne- 

“ ceflariym utique erit, vel univerfum tefticulum, w/ 

“ quandam faltem ejus partem, modojam propofito ex- 
‘‘ fcindere.” .Heifter. 

To fet afide the ftrange diftinSion between the 

“ caro enata a tefticulo,” and that « qua; ipfum tefti- 

culum invaferit,” (a diftinflion taken from books 

only) I believe, I may venture to fay, that the Profef- 

for never found, that the operations, which he defcribes 

and advifes, were attended with fuceefs ; and, I hope 

that he has not o^ften fgen them performed. 
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5n fucha manner, as to feem to be clofely 

'connected with them, and to bear the re- 

ifemblalnce' of a difeafed body., fpringing 

from them. 

This is the cafe,, called the caro adnata 

ad vafa fpermatica j and is really and truly 

nothing more, than an inlargemeht of the 

'epididymis: a circumftance, which occurs 

not infrequently; but does not imply any 

malignity, either in the part or in the pa- 

tienfs habit; and can never require fuch a 

horrid operation, as our forefathers have 

diredted us to perform upon it; nor, in¬ 

deed, any at all. 

The epididymis is frequently inlarged^ 

in venereal cafes, either feparately, as in 

the remains of a hernia humoralis; or to¬ 

gether with the tcftide, in that affedlion 

of it, which I have called the venereal far- 

cocele i and fometimes from mere relaxa¬ 

tion of its natural texture, without any dif- 

eafe at all. But in none of thefe cJin it re¬ 

quire, or even admit, any manual operation 

of any kind. Indeed, whoever will conlider 

the epididymis, as it really is, as the me¬ 

dium by, and through which the femen 

is conveyed from the tellicle to the vas de¬ 

ferens, mull: immediately be fenlible of the 

gla- 
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glaring abfurdity, of removing any part of 

It. • 

The fcirrhus and cancer "do not' very 

often begin in this part j they mofl fre¬ 

quently make the firid attack, on the body 

of the teftis : and, though the epididymis 

is often cancerous, yet, it mod: frequen tly 

becomes fo fecondarily,^ or after the tefti- 

cle is fpoiled : fo that the removal of it, if 

pradticable, could ferve no good purpofe : 

it would' not remove the difeafe ; for that 

has, before-hand, moil commonly taken 

polTeffion of the tefticle ; and the cutting 

oiF any part of a fcirrhous or cancerous tu¬ 

mor of any kind, is what no man, who has 

the lead knowledge of what he is about, 

will ever think of. 

In Ihort, thefe two cafes, which, by the 

inattention and mifreprefentation of our an- 

cedors, have created fuch perplexity in the 

minds of their readers, are either a fimple 

inlargement of the epididymis, without' 

any morbid alteration in its drudlure j or a 

difeafed (that is fcirrhous) date of the 

fame part'; or elfe, a fcirrhous or cance¬ 

rous tediele, with inequality of furface. 

The fird of thefe requires no manual ope¬ 

ration of any kind and the two lad will 

ad— 
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admit of none: the firft is no difeafe at all; 

and the two lafi; are fuch difeafes, that every 

attempt made on them, by knife or cauftic 

(unlefs for total extirpation) muft render 

them worfe, and more intradlable. 
4 

. • The manner of treating a farcocele, or 

hernia carnofa, depends entirely on the 

particular nature and ftate of each indivi¬ 

dual cafe. In Ibme, it will admit of pal¬ 

liation only j in others, the difeafe may be 

eradicated, by the extirpation of the part: 

fo that under the article of method of cure, 

we have only to conlider, and point out, as 

clearly as the nature of the difeafe will per¬ 

mit, what ftates and circumftances, both 

of it, and of the patient labouring under it, 

forbid the operation, and what render it 
advifable. 

On this head, great variety of opinions 

will be found among writers •, fo great that 

a man, who is under a neceffity of forming 

his judgment from them, will find himfeif 

under fome difficulty how;«to adt : and fo 

great, that I cannot help thinking it to be 

clear, that the majority have not written 

from pradlice, but from mere conjedture, 

or from the works of thofe who have gone 

before then}» 

Some 
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Some have given it, as their opinion, 

that while the tefticle is perfeftly indolent 

(let the alteration in its ftrufture, form, or 

confiftence be what it may) it is better to 

fuffer it to remain, than to remove it. In 

fupport of this opinion,' they fay, that al¬ 

though the difeafe has plainly taken pof- 

feffionofthe part, yet, while it caufes no 

pain, the conftitution receives no damage 

from it j nor is the health of the patient 

impaired by it; whereas, by removing-the 

tefticle, the fame virus may feize on fome 

part of more confequence to life. This 

method of reafoning takes for granted, two 

things, which do not appear to be ftridlly 

or conftantly true j 'oiz. that this difeafe is 

never perfeftly local j and that a fcirrhous 

tefticle, though free from pain, will not in 
i 

time produce any evil to the general habit 

of the patient. Others advife us to ftay, 
% 

until the tumor becomes painful, and ma- 

nifeftly increafes in ftze, or acquires a fen- 
{ 

fible inequality,of furface j that is (in other 

words) until it begins to alter from a quiet 

ftate, to a malign one : which advice, as 

well as the preceding, fuppofes, that the 

hazard of the mere operation of caftration 

is too great to render it an advifeable thing, 

until 
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until • the. patient is prelTed by bad lymp- 

toms; and that a fcirrhous tefticle, which, 

has been quiet, and free from pain for fome 

time, may be as fuccefsfully extirpated, af¬ 

ter it has become painful, and has acquired 

a malignant and threatning flate, as at any 

time before fuch alteration. The latter of 

thefe will hardly be admitted (I believe) 

by thofe, who form their opinions from 

experience ; and with regard to the former, 

I can, with great truth, affirm, that I ne-' 

ver faw the mere operation of caftration, 

when performed in time, and on a proper 

fubjedt, prove fatal. 

Many people have I known, who have 

lived feveral years, their whole lives, per- 

fedlly free from difeafe, after the removal 

of quiet, indolent, fcirrhous tedicles ; and 

feveral have I known, who having defer- 

red the operation, until they were urged 

by pain, increafe of lize, and inequality of 

tlie tumor, have, from the fore becoming 

cancerous, not been able to obtain a cure : 

that I have feen the fame thing happen, 

after the removal of a tefticle, circum- 

Jftanced in the beft manner, is beyond all 

doubt j but not near fo frequently, as in 

thofe cafes, in \yhich the operation has, 

been 
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been deferred, until the fymptoms became 

alarming, and the difeafe had changed its 

appearance, from a benign quiet one, to 

one that was malign and painful. Indeed, 

were we capable of knowing, with certain¬ 

ty, which thofe fcirrhi were, that would 

remain quiet and inoffenfive through life, 

or for a great length of time, and which 

would not; we (hould then be enabled, tq 

advife or diffuade the operation, upon much 

better (that is much furer) grounds, than 

at prefent we are able to do. We have no 

fuch degree of knowledge ; all our judg¬ 
ment is formed upon the mere recolledlion 

of whal has happened to others, in nearly 

fimilar circumflances; and experience, tho’ 

the' beft general guide, is, in thefe cafes, 

more fallacious than in many others. 

A few people there certainly have been, 

who have been fo fortunate to carry a fcir- 

rhous tefticle through many years., with 

little or no pain or trouble : but the num¬ 

ber of thofe, in whom time (and that fre¬ 

quently a fhort fpace) change of conftitu- 

tion, external accidental injury, do not 

make fuch an alteration in this difeafe, as 

to render the operation lefs likely to be 

fuQcefsful, than it would have been at firfl:, 

and^ 
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and, under more favourable circumflances, 

is fo fmall, that I think early caflration 

(tkaf is, as foon as the difeafe is fairly 

formed and charafterifed) may be recom¬ 

mended and pradtifed by every honeft and 

judicious furgeon*. 

Indeed, 
* Scirrhous and cancerous tumors are found in many 

parts of the body, as well as in the tefticle ; and in all 

others, as well as in that, bear different charadters ; that 

is, fliow a greater or lefs difpofition to malignity ; re¬ 

maining fometimes of fmall fize, and eafy for many 

years ; at others, increafing faft, and fo producing great 

pain, and all its bad confequences. 

Of all the kinds of this difeafe, thofe which follow 

upon fome external vioJence(fuch as blow, bruife, ^c>) 

are thought, and faid to be, the leail ; therefore, great 

regard has always been paid to this dillindfion by writers, 

and great hopes conceived from this circumftance by 

patients. I wifh I could fay, that fiich hopes were al¬ 

ways as wellfounded, as they arethought 10 be: I mean, 

that experience moft frequently verified them. 

When a fcirrhus feizes a part, that has previouifly 

fuftained aninjury from without, fuch probable caufeis, 

undoubtedly, a favorable circumftance : but it does not, 

by any means, neceflarily follow from thence, that the 

conftitution of fuch perfon is free from taint. It is a 

prefumption, but not a proof: and this prefumptioa 

becomes more reafonable, if the difeafed ftate of the 

part follows fuch accidental injury foon, than if it ap¬ 

pears at a great diftanceof time. 

No man will pretend to fay, that fuch mifchief has not 

been done byoutward violence, thatcancerotis diforders 

have 
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Indeed, the circumftances of frequent 

pain, and a manifefi; tendency to an increafe 

of fize, are by fome people looked on, as 

fuch marks of a malignant difpofition, that 

they have been, by them, reckoned as dif- 

fuahves from the operation^ 

But 
/ 

have not followed j in the parts fo inj ured^in perfons, who^ 

before fuch accident, never had any appearance of fuch 

ddforder ; and who poflibJy might have li ved many years, 

nay their whole life, without its appearing in fuch form 

and manner : but that, previous to fuch accident, there 

was no cancerous difpofition, or malignity in the ha¬ 

bit, is an Inference w^hich cannot he admitted. 

What diforders of the joints do we fee, produced b^ 

very flight injuries done to them? diforders which arc 

clearly and plainly fcrophulous, and which would not 

have apppeared at that time, or in that part, had it not 

been for fuch accident: but furely no man v/lll from 

thence conclude, that fuch people have no fcrophulous 

taint in their blood, or glands, previous to fuch ftrain or 

-bruifckv^Howmany internal parts are there for this difeafe, 

as well as fonie others, to make its attack upon \ but 

\yhici^ by being out of fight, and not deemed objedlsot 

furgery, are not known ; and pafs either for other dif- 

cafes, or for the fymptoms of other difeafes ? what tu¬ 

mors of thelumbal glands and mefentery; what obftruc- 

ticns in all parts of the contents, both of the abdomen 

and thorax, do we not find, upon examining the dead, 

whofe diforders were very little known or underftood 

while they were living ; but whofe prevailing indifpb- 

fttion, whofe natural dyferafia, wQuld, moft probably^ 

S fca/ 
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■ But thele gentlemen carry theirTears and 
O J 

apprehenltons,' much too tar the other way-. 

Painj and a quick increafeof iize, are cer¬ 

tainly no .favorable fymptoms ; they fhew 

■4. ^ a 

have (hev/n itfelf in fome more viiiblepartj, if faclxpaFt 

had accidentally fuirered from external viclence? 

All that we from experience know, and therefore all 

that we oughthoneftly to fay on this occafion, is, that it 

has very often happened, that where that kind of difor- 

cler, which produces icirrhoas or cancerous tumors, has 

beenbroughtinto action, by external injury (rwkether it 

be in the breaft, tefticie, or any other part, it matters 

not;) or v/hen fuch kind ofdiieafe hasfeized fuch part, 

no preceding violence having been offered to it; andhas 

therein occafioned afixed,but indolent kind of fwelline-e 

which has either remained a long time of one fize and 

ftate ; or if it has altered', has altered very llowly, and 

given the patient but little uneafinefs if fuch tumor 

has been fo fituated and circumftanced,. that it could 

■fafely be extirpated, or removed, that fuch removal^ 

or extirpation, has often cured the prefent evil ; and 

that the patient has remained free from any thing of 

like fort^ during his or her life. 

This is true, and therefore is, and ever will be, a fuf- 

ckntr^afon, for preffing fuch operation, when all othc^f 

circumftances are favorable: that the patient may keep 

well after it, is by no m^ansimprobable; that the feir- 

rh us would remain, through life, indolent and inoften- 

five, is very improbable. But whoever boldly aflerts, 

that fuch extirpation will always and certainly cure 

the difeafe, is very inexperienced, or is wilfully guilty 

ofadeception (thetwodiftinguifning marks ofa quack? 

who always promifes, what he either does not know, 

0*“ does not believe.) WbcA 
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a difpoiitlon to mifchief; but they are not 

fuch pofitive proofs of a cancerous habit, as 

to render all hope of a cure, from the re¬ 

moval of the difeafed part, vain j there are 

S 2 many 
r 

When a feirrhus or cancer is favorably circnmftan- 

cedVandfo fituated^as that it maybe extirpated, fuch ex¬ 

tirpation is indeed the only remedy ; ' and that method 

by which fuch extirpation can be moil: certainly and ex- 

peditioully executed, is, beyond all doubt, the beft, ' 

The two in ufe, are the knife and the caufric. The 

former, in the band of a furgeon, whois an anatomiff, 

has every advantage which can be defired or fuppofed : it 

gives lefs pain, is more fecure, and more expeditious ; 

but it impreiles on the patient, the apprehenfion of an 

operation,and the fear of an h&ernorrhage. The ufe of 

cauftic is infinitely more painful, not only in immediate 

fenfation, but in duration j it often requires repetition ; 

it is lefs manageable, lefs fecure; and the great length of 

time, which the feparation of the mortified parts fome- 

times take up, renders it very tedious. But it is attended 

with two circumftances, which have greatly contributed 

to the fupport of cancer quackery ; one is, that it fpares 

the patient, the horror of an operation ; which, though 

infinitely lefs painful than theefFe£i:ofthecauflic,is not 

believed to be fo : the other is, that the ragged appear¬ 

ance, whiefithe bottom and fides of the parts make, after 

having been removed by fuch application, is fo unlike 

to the fmoothnefs of that, which has been removed by 

incifion, that ignorant people are eafily induced to be¬ 

lieve, what the defigning always tells them, z^iz/that 
the medicine has taken their difeafe out by the roots • 

^ndthat^he ragged parts, which they fee, are fuch roots,' 

' f ^ 

J. ■■ 
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many inftances to the contrary ; and though 

• 10 honeft, or judicious man, will venture 

to promife fuccefs, even in the moil favo¬ 

rable Oi thefe cafes, yet it is W'ell known. 

that 
\ 

It is amaztwhat weig^ht this fingile circumftancc 

has with many, and even with feme fenfible people ^ 

few of whom are perfuaded to believe, what is as true> 

as any propofiiion in Euclid, that a cauftic of e- 

qual ftrength, applied on any glandular part of any 

perfon will always produce exadfly the fame efFeft, 

and appearance, as, in this cafe, paffes with them for 

the roots or branches of the difeafe. 

When nurfes and quacks talk of the fibrous roots of a 

cancer, and of cancerous fermentations, they are excufa- 

ble \ the one from their ignorance, the other from the 

nature of their trade ; but when they, who pretend to 

foine kind of medical knowledge, ufe this kind qflan- 

<>-aa2:e, it is fliameful. 
JD ^ \ 

If either the fears of the patient, or the particular cir- 

cumftances of the part to be removed^ render the ufe of 

eauftic preferable, or necelfary, every pradlitioner is well 

acquainted with thofe which are perfedlly efficacious ; 

but every pradlitioner alfo knows, that good reafons, for 

preferring the ufe of them to the knife, very feldom oc¬ 

cur : it is in this, as in the attempts towards a radi¬ 

cal cure for ruptures, and fomc other parts of furgery, 

we are cenfured where we ought to be applauded, and 

blamed for thofe very things, from whence we ought tq 
derive praife. have laid afide certain methods and 

proceffes, becaufe we found them (upon experienceJ to 

be painful, hazardous, and ineffedlual : and thefe very 

methods, deftrudtive and fallible as they are, have given 

credif 
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that they, which have had very unpromi- 

fing appearances, not only from the ftate Oi 

the tefticle, but from that of the fperma- 

tic chord, have fucceeded often enough, to 

S 3 make 
credit and honor to thole, who have had ignorance 

and inhumanity enough to revive them. 

We arc not yet fo happy, as tobepoffeffed of any me¬ 

dicine, which vvili cure a cancerous habit: when the 

conftitution is thoroughly infecTted, neitherour knivesor 

cauftics will avail; they canonly remove the local mil- 

chief, but can have no efFeCl on thegencral one in the 

conftitution. Whoeverfays otherwife^ lays what is not 

true ; and whoever believes other wife, is impofed up¬ 

on. When the habit is concerned, as it too frequently 

is, it muftbe an internal remedy that proves a fpecific, 

whenever we are fo happy as to beblefled with the dif- 

covery. The fup|)ofition, that an efcharotic can, by 

deftroying a particular part, eradicate the difeafe from 

the habit, is (one would b'e inclined to fuppofe) too 

o;rofs anabfurdity, for the moil credulous believer to 

fw^allow; and yet, it is believed, and truded to every 

day. Indeed, it fometimes happens, in the treatment 

of thefe cafes, that either the arrival of puberty, a favou- 

;rable turn in aconllitution,or the*" renewal of long ob- 

llruiled evacuations (efpecially uterine ones) fhall re- 

Teftore the patient to a better ftate of health, and pre¬ 

vent either the farther progrefs of the diforder, or any 

flew appearance of it in any other place. In this cafe, 

if the extirpation was made by an external application, 

and not by an inftrument, fuch application is thought 

to have wrought the cure, and has all the credit of do¬ 

ing, what it really had no Qiare in then, what it ne¬ 

ver can do, norhavethe appearanceofdoing again, birt 

in the like accidental circumftances* 
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make the cliance of a cure, by the opera¬ 

tion, by no means a defperate one. The 

ftate of a man left to his hue, in thefe cir- 

cumlfanccs, that is, to the fury and pro- 

grefs of the difeafe, is fo truly miferable, 

that nothing Ibould be left unattemptedj 

which carries with it any probability of be¬ 

ing ferviceable ; and a pradlitioner is vin- 

dicable, in preffing what he has known to 

be fuccefsful j though, at the fame time, 

he ought to make a guarded kind of prog- 

nofiic. 

Up on the whole, I think it mayjuftly 

be faid,' that the man, who has the misfor¬ 

tune to be afflicted with a truly feirrhous tc- 

hide, has very little chance (notwithftand- 

ing ail that has been laid and written about 

fpecifics) to get rid of it by any means, but 

by extirpation : and all the time the ope¬ 

ration is deferred, he carries about him a 

part, not only ufclefs and burthenfome, but 

which is every day liable, from many cir- 

' cumftances (both external and internal) to 

become worfe, and more unfit for fuch ope¬ 

ration. 

While the tefticle is fmall, and free 

from acute or frequent pain, the veffels, 

fi'ooi which it is dependent, are moil fre- 
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•queutly foft, and free from difeafe ; where- 

aSj when the teftis has heen fuhered to at¬ 

tain a confiderable fize, the cafe is fre¬ 

quently otherwife : the fpermatic veflels 

are often large and varicofe; and the cel¬ 

lular membrane invefling them, fometimes 

becomes thick, and contradls fuch connec¬ 

tions and adhehons ; which, though they 

may not amount to an abfolute prohibition 

of the oneration, do yet render it tedious, 
t -'J j 

troublefome, and more hazardous .than it 

would be in other cir.cumftances. Every 

addition to the original complaint in the 

body of the eland, is aeainll the oatient : 

and if any of thefe are the confequence of 

not havine removed it in time, it will fol- 

low, .that the foonerit is removed, the bet¬ 

ter,. If we wait, for what fame call indi¬ 

cations of the necefilty of operating, we 

/hall often flay, until it will do no good. 

•Many a one have I feen lofe a very pro- 

hable chance of a cure by delay : but I do 

not remember, ever to have feen a tellicle 

removed, by a man of judgment, which te- 

iticle did not, upon examination, fully vin¬ 

dicate the extirpation. If we were poffelfed 

•of any medicine, either external or inter- 

jnal, which had been known now and then 

S 4 to 

I .1 
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to have dilTolved fcirrhi, it would always 

he right, to recommend the trial of them 

previous to an operation ; and it would 

always be right, to defer operating, un¬ 

til fuch trial had been made. But the truth 

is, we know no fuch medicine. The cre¬ 

dulous on the one hand, and the defgning 

on the other, have told us many Grange 

flories of cures eheded, by fuch applica¬ 

tions and remedies; and I do moft f ncerely 

will), that what each of them have faid 

was true : but repeated, faithful experience 

has proved that it is not ; and that they, 

who have placed their confidence in them, 

or laid out their money on them, have been 

difappointed and cheated. 

Some clrcumftances there are, now and 

then attending this difeafe, which are out 

of ourlight, and out of our knowledge, and 

which will render all our pains abortive j 

fuch are tubercles, indurations, and other 

difeafed appearances in the cellular mem¬ 

brane enveloping the fpermatic veflels 

within the abdomen ; feirrhous vifeera, 

t£.c. If any of thefe can he known, they 

conftitute a good reafon, for not attempt¬ 

ing the cure by the operation ; but the 

mere pofiibility, that fuch may exifl; is 
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certainly no reafon for abftaining from it : 

the apparent evil, that is the difeafed teftis, 

is certain, the other may or may not be the 

oafei the one, if left to itfelf, is moll: likely 

to deftroy the patient in a moll miferable 

and tedious manner, and the other, the fuf- 

•pedled mifchief, may poffibly not exift. 

But though the timely, and proper re¬ 

moval of a feirrhous or cancerous tefticle, 

■does frequently fecure to the patient life, 

health, and eafe, which, in fuch circum- 

ftances, are not attainable by any other 

means ; yet it muft be remarked, that the 

Improper or untimely performance of the 

operation, is not only not attended with 

fuch happy and falutary event, but gene¬ 

rally brings on high fymptoms, and quick 

deftrudlion.' It, therefore, behoves every 

pradlitioner, to be perfedlly well acquaint¬ 

ed, not only with fuch circumllances as 

render callration pradticable and advifeable, 

hut with thofe which prohibit fuch at¬ 

tempt. 

Thefe are of two kinds, and relate ei¬ 

ther to the general habit of the patient, and 

the diforders and indifpoiitions of fome of 

the vifeera, or to the ftate of the tefticle, 

and Ipermatic chords 

A 
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■ A’palc, {allow complexion, in thofe who 

ufed to look, otherwife ; a wan countenance 

and lofs of appetite and flefh, without anv 

acute diforder ; a fever of the hedlic kind ; 

and frequent pains in the back and bov/els, 

are, in thofe, who are afflidled with a fcir- 

rhous teflicle, fuch circumfiances as would 

induce a fufpicion of fome latent mifchief, 

andinclineone to fuppofe,that the fame' kind 

of virus, which had apparently fpoiled the 

teftis, may alfo have exerted itsmalignindu- 

ence on fome of the vifcera : in which cafe, 

fuccefs from the mere removal of the tefli- 

cle is not to be expedled. They, whofe 

conflitutions are fpoiled by debauchery and 

intemperance, previous to their being at¬ 

tacked wdth this difeafe, who have hard 

livers, and anafarcous limbs, are not proper 

fubjedls for fuch an operation. Hard tu¬ 

mors wdthin the abdomen in the regions 

of the liver, fpleen, kidnies, or myfentery, 

implying a difeafed hate ot the faid vifcera, 

are very material objedions to the removal 

of the local evil in the fcrotum. In flaort, 
> 

whenever there are manifefl appearances, 

or fymptoms of a truly difeafed hate of 

any of the principal vifcera, the fuccefs of 

the operation becomes very doubtful j more 

efpe- 

I 
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efpecially, if fuch fymptoms • and appear¬ 

ances, upon being properly'treated, reiift 

in fuch manner, as to make it moft proba¬ 

ble, that a cancerous virus is the real caufe 

of them. When none of thefe require our 

attention, the objedt of confideration is the 

tefticle and its fpermatic veffels. The ftate 

of the mere teftis can hardly ever be any 

objedlion to the operation ; the foie coPif- 

. deration is the fpermatic chord : if this be 

in a natural flate, and free from difeafe, the 

operation not only may, but ought to be, 

performed, let the condition of the telhicle 

be whafit may ; if the fpermatic chord be 

really difeafed, the operation ought not to 

be attempted. For although, on the one 

hand, a probability offuccefs will vindicate 

an attempt, even though it ihouid fail; 

yet, on the other, where there is no fuch 

probability, an operation, tho’ performed 

in the moih dextrous manner, will prove 

only a more ingenious method of torment- 

iiig* 

This therefore (the ftate of the fperma¬ 

tic chord) is a matter, 'which may require 

our moft ferious confideration ; fince, oa 

this it is (when the difeafe appears to be 

local) that we muft found our judgment 1 

and 
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and by this muftform our refolution, either 

to leave a man to the truly miferable fate 

of being flowly, though certainly, deflroy- 

ed, by a cruelly painful, and frequently 

very offenhve difeafe ; or endeavour to fave, 

and preferve him in health and eafe, by 

means which have fo often proved fuccefs- 

ful, as truly to deferve the appellation of 

probable. . 

All writers on this fubjeft agree, in fay¬ 

ing, that if the fpermatic procefs has par¬ 

taken of the difeafed ftate of the tefticle, 

that is, has become inlarged, and hardned 

and fuch inlargement and induration ex¬ 

tends itfelf quite up to the abdominal muf- 

cle, that the operation of caflration ought 

not to be performed, becaufe it not only 

will prove fuccefslefs, but will haften the 

death of the patient. And this is, in fomc 

degree, mofl certainly true j but not with¬ 

out fome limitation. A truly and abfolutely 

difeafed date of the fpermatic chord in any 

part of it, is certainly a very material ob- 

jedlion to the operation, as it mofl com¬ 

monly proves a bar to the fuccefs of it : 

and a morbid date of the fame chord, quite 

as high as the abdominal mufcle, that is, 

of all that part of it, which is external to 
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the cavity of the belly, is a juft and full 

, prohibition againft fuch attempt. But on 

the other hand, it muft be obierved, that 

every apparently morbid alteration of the 

fpermatic chord, is not really fuch ; and 

therefore, that every inlargement, indurati¬ 

on, fulnefs, ^c. which feems to alter the fper¬ 

matic velTels from that ftate which is called 

a healthy and natural one, is not to be re¬ 

garded as a difeafe; at leaft, not as fuch a 

difeafe -as is fufiicient to prohibit the at¬ 

tempt to obtain a cure by extirpation. The 

difference between thefe, it is the duty of 

every pradtitioner to become perfe(5tly ac¬ 

quainted with, as it is from a conlidera-^ 

tion of thefe, that he ought to determine, 

whether he may, with that firmnefs and 

affurance, which the probable expedlation 

of fuccefs will give him, propofe and adr 

vife caftration ; or find himfelf obliged in 

confcience, to difluade, or refufe, the per-; 

formance of it. 

When the fpermatic veffels are not only 

turgid'and full, but firm and hard, when 

the membrane, which invefts and connedls 

them, has loft its natural foftnefs and cel¬ 

lular texture, and has contracSled fuch a 

date, and fuch adhefions, as not only greatly 

to 
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to exceed its natural fize, but to become 

unequal, knotty, and painful upon being 

handled, and this iiate has polTeffed all that 

part of the chord, which is between the 

opening in the oblique mufcle and the te- 

flicle, no prudent, judicious, or humane 

man will attempt the operation becaufe 

he will, moft certainly, not only do no good 

to his patient, but will bring onfuch iymp- 

toms, as will moft rapidly, as v/ell as pain¬ 

fully deftroy him. Of this, there are fo 

many'proofs; that the truth of it is incon- 

teflible. 

In fome modern French books, we have 

indeed, miraculous accounts of operations 

of this kind, performed by dividing the 

tendon of the oblique mufcle, by tracing 

the difeafed fpermatic vcflels within the ca¬ 

vity of the belly, and there making the li¬ 

gature and excifion : but thefe are opera¬ 

tions, which make a figure in books only, 

and are performed only by vifionary writers j 

or, if ever they have been pracftifed, ferve 

to fhew the rafhnefs and infenfibility of the 

operators, much more than their judgment 

or humanity. Whoever (notwithftanding 

thefe tales) performs the operation, in the 

circumftances abovementioned, will prove 
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h'imfelf much more hardy than judicious % 

and will deftroy his patient, without hay¬ 

ing ■ the fatisfad;ion of thinking, that hist 

attempt,,:though fuccefslefs,, was yet vindi- 

cable : the only circumftance, which can, 

in fuch eyehts, give cornfort to aman,, vvho 

thinks rightly. ■, 
On the other hand, as I have already 

faid, every inlargement of the fpermatic 

chord is not of this kind, nor by any means 

fufficient to prohibit, or prevent the opera¬ 

tion. . . 

Thefe alterations, or inlargements, arife 

from two caufes, viz. a varicofe dilatation 

of the fpermatic vein, and a collection, .or 

collections, of fluid in the membrane, in- 
i > 

vefting and'enveloping the faid vefleis. In 

the firll place, as there is no reafon in na¬ 

ture, why a tefticle, whofe vefl'els have 

previoufly (for fome time perhaps) been -in 

a varicofe hate, fhould not become feir- 

rhous i fo it is alfo clear, that the feirrho- 

lity feizing fuch tehicle, will by no means 

remove, or even leflTen fuch varicofe dilata¬ 

tion of the vefl'els from which it is depen¬ 

dant i on the contrary, will mofl: probably, 

and indeed does molt frequently, increafe 

fuch diltention ; but fuch mere varicofe in¬ 

largement 
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largement of the veffels, whether it be pre¬ 

vious, or confequential, to the morbid ftatc 

of the teftis, does not, nor ought to pre¬ 

vent the removal of it, if otherwife fit and 

right. It is indeed an objedlion to the doc¬ 

trine of Mr.' Le Dran, and a few other 

writers, who make no ligature on the 

chord, and trufi: to a flight contuflon of it 

between the finger and thumb for a fup- 

preffion of the haimorrhage j but is none 

to the reft of the operation, as 1 can from 

experience teftify. 

In the next olace, the difeafed flate of a 

truly fcirrhous tefticle, its weight, and the 

alteration that muft be made in the due 

and proper circulation of the blood, through 

both it and the veffels from which it is de¬ 

pendant, may, and do concur, in inducing 

a varicofe dilatation of the fpermafic vein, 

without producing that knotty, morbid al¬ 

teration and hardnefs, which forbid our at¬ 

tempts. Between thefe, a judicious and 

experienced examiner will generally be 

able to diftinguifli. 

In the former-(the truly difeafed ftate) 

the chord is not only inlarged, but feels 

unequally hard and knotty ; the parts, of 

which it is compofed, are undiflinguifh- 

^9^ 

I 
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kbly blended together j it is either imme¬ 

diately painful to the touch, or becomes fo 

foon a.fter being examined •, the patient 

Complains of frequent pains (hooting up, 

through his groin, into his back •, and from 

the difeafcd date of the membrane com- 

pofing the tunica communis, fuch adhe- 

dons, and connexions, are fometimes con- 

tradled, as either fix the procefs in thegroin, 

or render it difficult to get the finger'and 

thumb quite round it. 

In the other, (the mere varicofe diften- 

tion,) the veffels, tho’ eonfiderably inlarged, - 

and dilated, are, neveixhelefs, fraoothj foft, 

and compreffibie; the whole procefs is loofe 

and free, and will eafily permit the fingers 

of an examiner to go ail round it, and to 

diftinguifh the parts of which it is com- 

pofed j it is not painful to the touch; nor 

does the examination of it produce, or oc- 

cafion, thofe darting pains, which almoft 

always attend handling a procefs malig¬ 

nantly indurated. 

I do not fay, that the didindion between 

fhefe two dates is always, and invariably, 

to be made j but that it often may, I know 

from repeated experience : and that the 

operation may fafely be attempted, and • 

'T fue- 
I 

I 
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fuccefsfiilly be performed, I know fronra 

the fame experience. The fbate of a man,, 

left to the mercy of a malignant fcirrhus, 

is fo truly deplorable, that we cannot be 

too attentive, in examining the precife na¬ 

ture of each individual cafe, y and of em¬ 

bracing every opportunity, of giving him 

that relief, which it may at one time, be 

in our power to give, and which, the lucky 

opportunity milled, it may never be in his 

power again to receive. 

The other circumfcanee, which I have 

mentioned,, as capable of deceiving an ope¬ 

rator, and inducing him to believe, that 

the fpermatic chord is much more difea- 

fed, than it really is, and thereby deterring 

him from the performance of an operation 

.which mightprove fuccefsful, is the extra- 

•vafation, or colledtion of fluid, in-the cellu¬ 

lar membrane enveloping the fpermatic 

velTeis, between the abdominal opening 

and'the teftis. 

In the cellular membrane leading to a 

difeafed tefticle, it is no very uncommon 

thing, to find collefiions of extravafated 

fluid. Thefe, as they add confiderabiy to 

the bulkf and apparent fize of the procefs, 

make the complaint appear more terrible; 

andj.. 
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^nd, as I-have juft Lid, lefs likely toad- 

init relief. 
When this extravafation, is general thro’ 

all the cells of the invefting membrane, and 

the fpermatic vefTels themfelves are hard- 

ned, knotty and difeafed, tiie cafe is with-'^ 

out remedy; for although a pundture, or 

an incifion, will, undoubtedly, give dif- 

charge, to lome or even the greateft part 

of the fluid ; yet this extravafation is fo 

fmalh and fo infagniftcant a circumftance 

of the difeafe, and the parts in this ftate are' 

fo little capable of bearing irritation, that 

an attempt of this kind mull be ineffedtu- 

al, and may prove mifchievous. 

But on the other handjcolledlions of wa¬ 

ter are fometinies made in the fame mem- 

brane^ from an obftrudlion to the proper 

circulation through the numerous lympha¬ 

tics in the fpermatic procefs, while the vef- 

fels themfelves are really not difeafed, and 

therefore very capable of permitting the 

operation. In this cafe, the fluid is gene¬ 

rally in one cyft, or bag, like to an encylled 

hydrocele, and the fpermatic chord, cyft: 

and all, are eafily moveable from fide to 

fide; contrary to the preceding ftate, in 
^ V 

which, the general load in the membrane 

T 2 fixes 
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fixes the whole procefs, and renders it al- 

moft immoveable. 

A difcharge of the fluid will, in this 

cafe, enable the operator to examine the 

true ftate of the procefs, and, as I have 

twice or thrice feen, put it into his power, 

to free his patient from one of the moft 

terrible calamities, which can befall a 

man. 

There is one more circumflance relative 

to the fcirrhous teftkle, which appears to 

me to be worth attending to,, as I cannot 

melp thinking, that it has milled many> 

who have not had fuflicien't opportunity of 

comparing theory with practice. 

It has been confidently aflerted, and is 

generally believed, that a fcirrhous tefticle 

never begins in the epididymis of the laid 

tfefticle. The confeq.ueiice of this dodtrine 

fe, that when a difeafe, which aflTedls a te- 

llicle, by inlarging and hardening it, makes 

its flrft attack on the epididymis only, fuch 

difeafe is not allowed to be a feirrhus, nor 

perniitted to he treated as fuch. 

That- inflammatory kind of tumor, 

which, in the virulent gonorrhea, feizes 

the teflicle, and is calleJ the hernia hu- 
^ '{ 

Hioralis, affedts the epididymis 5. and,- even 

unde 
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tinder the beft care, fometimes leaves it too 
t 

large, aad too hard. This is faid, never to 

end in, or produce, a fcirrhus; and, I do 

not recoiled:, that I have ever known it do 

lb. The difeafe, which conlifts in an in¬ 

duration and inlargement of the whole te- 

ilicle, in the more confirmed lues, affeds 
1 » 

the epididymis alfo, as well as the glandu¬ 

lar part of the tefticle j and I do not re¬ 

member to have feen it, either become can- 

cerous, or not yield to mercury, properly 

adminiftered. But that a true fcirrhus, or 

cancer, fometimes makes its firft attack on 

the epididymis, which it alters and fpoils, 

before it at all affeds the tefticle, is a 

truth, of which I have not the leaft doubt. 

Among others, I formerly believed the 

contrary dodrine j and, in the firft edition 

of this book, have given it as my opinion : 

but I am, from experience, fo perfedly 

convinced of the truth of what I have now 

afterted, that I think myfelf obliged to de-r 

dare it. . The miftake, I fnppofe to have 

been made by the firft propagators of this 

©pinion, thus : The hernia humoralis, and 

the venereal farcocele, always inlarge the 

epididymis, and generally leave it fome- 

lyhat too hard: both thefe have, by advenr 

T 3 i-rous 
/ 
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trous and unknowing people, been 

ken ior fciirbi; but it being found, by cx^ 

perience, that thefe alterations in the epi¬ 

didymis, were either totally removed by 
medicine, or, if any part remained, it 
continued harmlefs through life, an infe¬ 

rence was drawn, that, as true fcirrhi are 
not often either removed by medicine, or 
continue harmlefs, therefore, an original 

affediion of the epididymis could never be 
a true fcirrhus ; a dedudtion, which the 
premilfes do not, by any means, authorize. 

I 

and which, I am fatisfied, is not true. 
I 

The operation of Caftration is perform¬ 
ed as follows. 

t 

T he patient being laid on a table of con¬ 
venient heighth, the integuments covering 
the fpermatic vellels in the groin are to be 
divided. This incilion ftiould be begun, 
as nearly as can be, oppofite to the opening 
in the abdominal mufcle, and flrould be 
continued a good way down the fcrotum. 

The manner of beginning this incifion, 
is differently defcribed by writers j fome of 

them advifing that the fKiin be held up by 
an aiTiflant ; others that the knife be ufecf 
perpendicularly, in this as in other parts j 

it 
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it is indeed a matter of no importance at 

all, either to patient or furgeon, and there¬ 

fore may very fafely be left to the choice 

of the latter ; but the length of the divi- 

hon is of confequence to both. A fmall 

wound will indeed ferve to lay bare the 

fpermatic chord, but it will not permit the 

operator to do what is neceifary afterward, 

with dexterity or facility : a fmall wound 

gives as much pain in the indidtion, as a 

large one; and, as the fcrotum muft, firll 

or laft, be divided nearly to the bottom', it 

had better be done at firft, on every ac¬ 

count. The fpermatic chord, thus laid 

bare, is to be freed from its furroundinff 
^ O 

membranous connedtions ; and then the 

operator, with his finger and thumb fepa- 

rating the blood-veffels from the vas defe¬ 

rens, muft pafs a needle, armed with a li¬ 

gature, between them j and, having tied 

the former only, muid cut through, or di¬ 

vide the whole chord, at a quarter or half 

an inch diftance from the faid ligature, ac¬ 

cording as the irate of the procefs and te- 

flicle will admit. This done ; he is then 

(with the fame knife, with which he has 

performed the former part of the opera¬ 

tion) todiffedt the teflicle out from its con- 

T 4 _ nedtioii 
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neftion with the fcrotum : the loofe teX“ 

ture of the dartos, the previous reparation 
of the tefticle from the fpermatic yefiels, 

and the help of an afiiftant to hold up the 

lips of the wound, will enable him to do 

this with very little pain to the patient, and 

great fiicility to himfelf 
If any conliderable artery bleeds, either 

in the fcrotum, or in the dartos, it muil be 

reftrained by ligature and, when that is 

done, the void fpace, in which the tefticle 

was, is to be very lightly filled with foft, 

dry lint; which lint fhould be fufFered to 

remain, until it be perfedlly loofened, by 

the fuppuration from every part of the fore : 

if it be removed fooner, it muft be done 
Ik/ 

by force ; in which cafe, it will give unne- 

celTary pain, and leave a crude, undigefted 

fore; if it be not removed, till quite loofe, 

it will give no pain, and the fore will be 

found clean, and well digefted, and requi¬ 

ring no other dreffing afterward than mere 

dry lint ; which, from this time, fhould be 

ap- 

^ This circumftance of ciittingofF the teftiele, be- 
j i l . • • ' ». j 

fore it be dillefted out from the fcrotum, immediately 

tifter the ligature has been made, isofmore confequence 

tp t}ie patient’s cafe, as well as to the facility and expe¬ 

dition of theoperation, than they, who have not tried 

if are aw3^e qf» , 
i 'i a i « 
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applied in fuch quantity, and manner, aa 

to give nature an opportunity of contradl- 

ing,'and healing, the wound as fail as £he 
can ; in both which, Ihe may be conlide- 

rably affifted by the judicious exhibition of 
the bark. 

I am very fenfible, that, in the above dir 
redlion for the performance of the opera¬ 
tion of caftration. I have differed from the 

1. 

dodlrine of fome very eminent modern 
pradlitioners j and^ particularly, from Mr. 
Le Dran. 

No man thinks more highly of Mr. Le 
Dran’s abilities, than I do ; but, in thefe 
matters, everyone muffc take the liberty of 
judging for himfelf j and, I cannot help 
thinking, that- I have good reafon for my 
opinion. 

Mr. Le Dran, having divided the inte- 
guments in the groin and fcrotum, fepa- 
rates the tefticle from the furrounding 
membrane, with his fingers, and with fcif- 
fars. This method is rather coarfe, is un- 
neceffarily painful, and does, what muff 

for ever be wrong, multiplies the inlfrur 
ments to be ufed, without any neceffity. 
The knife, in the hands of any man at all 

accuftomed to the ufe of one, will execut<? 
*■ I . i.* ■ i • . ■ , . , , . ^ 

thf 
I 
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the whole, with more apparent dexterity, 

with lefs pain, and much greater expedi¬ 

tion 

I have, without hefitation, dire(fted the 

fpermatic chord to be tied. Mr. Le Dran’s 

advice is different. He advifes, that a li¬ 

gature be paffed underneath it ; and left 

there to be tied, or not, as occafion may 

require. 

He then takes the extrernitv of the lat- 
fj 

ter, between his finger and thumb, and, 

by rubbing, pinching, or bruifing, produ¬ 

ces a degree of contufion, fufiicient (as he 

thinks) to prevent, in general, any haemor¬ 

rhage } and, having fo done, he cuts off 

the 

* ** Je fens le ferotum jufqu’ au deflbus du tefticule 

** malade, et avec mes doigts, je detacbe le tefticule 

d’avec le tiffu celiulaire, qui ie tieiit attache dans le 

ferotum. Si quelque portion membraneufe a de la 

peine a fc detacher, je la coupe avec des dfeaux.'** 

Mr. BcGarengeot di vides the whole ferotum with feif- 
■O 

fars ; and I cannot fay, that I have not feen it done in 

L-ondon ^ but it is a tedious, coarfe, cruel, and very un¬ 

handy method of doing it. ‘‘Cette premiere incifion 

“ faite, i’operateur pouflera de force,ledoigt indice,ou 

le granddoigt fous lapeau,dans les cellulesgraiffeu- 

fes, afin d’entrer dans le ferotum, et il aggrandira 
$ 

foil incifion en coupant, fur fon doigt avec "des cife- 

aux nioiifies la peau, quhi aura feparee des graiftes, 

ct ij ouvrira alnfi tout le fcroumif’ 

Garcngcotj Operat. Chir, 
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the teflicle fi'om the faid chords immedi¬ 

ately below the bruiled part, leaving (as I 

faid before) the ligature ready to be tied, 

if neceflary 

This method, of firftbruidng, and then 

.cutting off the fpermatic chord, without 

' making a ligature on it, is alfo prefcribed 

and pradlifed by fome gentlemen of emi¬ 

nence here ■, and, I make not the leaft 
/ 

doubt, that, both with thefe gentlemen, 

and with Mr, Le Dran, it may have been, 

fuccefsful ; but, as I have feen three peo¬ 

ple lofe a very alarming quantity of blood,, 

and one very nearly his life, under it j and. 

as, in the many times, which I have per¬ 

formed this operation, I never faw the leaft 

in- 
t 

^ I! n’y a que Tartere qui m’interelTe, parce qu’il. 

n’yaqu’elle, qui puifie donnerdu fangapres que j’au- 

rai coupe le cordon, Je la prend^ entre deux doigt* ' 

a Fendroit, ou elle pafie fur I’os pubis, et avec elle les 

veines qui rentoLirent 3 puisjepafleentre cesvaiffeaux: 

et le canal deferent, que Ton diftingue fous le doigt; 

a fa durete, une aiguille enfilee de deux brins de fil 

‘‘ cire. J’ote raiguiile, etjelaiffe les fils, pour faire la 
ligature aucasqu’elle devienneneceffaire. Je prends 

aulii-tot les vaifieaux plus basque Tos pubis, et je le 

froifie entremesfioigts, poury faireune efpecede con- 

tufion ; puis je coupelecordon un peu, au (JelTous dc 

jc^ette endroit froiffe/’ Monf. Le Drai], 
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inconvenience arife from the ligature, I 

cannot approve the omiffion ofit.‘ , 

Mr. Le Dran himfelf, not only feems to 

be apprehenfive, of what may be the con- 

fequence, by his pafling a ligature, and lea¬ 

ving it ready to be tied, and by the very 

good reafon, which he gives for not cut¬ 

ting off the fpermatic chord (as moil of his 

countrymen advife) clofe to the opening in 
* 

the tendon of the oblique mufcle ; but al- 

fOf in the fame paragraph, acknowledges, 

that a fatal hsEmorrhage has been the con- 

fequence of the ligature having Hipped off, 

after it has been made *> ' 

In the cafe of a perfedlly found, and unr 

altered fpermatic chord, in which the vef- 

fels are not become varicofe, and the ope¬ 

rator 

^ “ On demandera, pourquoi je ne fais pas la liga- 

‘5 turedu cordon immediatementau deffousdel’anneau 
> 

‘5 comme les auteurs le preferivent. Je reponds, que fl 

la ligature s’echappe,on ne pent plus Her I’artere, qui 

feretire au defTus de Tanneau, ou e'le peut dpnner du 

fang dans le tiflu cellulaire, du peritoinCjet fa}re^<r/V 

le malade^ comme Von a vu arriver,^^ Le Dran. 

Sile cordon fpermatique eft gonflejufqu’ aupres dc 

‘f I’anneaii, on ne peut fuivre cette methode ; et il faut 

abjolument faire la ligature ducordon, imn:ediatement 

au defibus de Tanneau.’’ The remainder of this para-r 

pre. 
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rator can make his divifion of them as low 
I 

as he pleafes, this froiilement, this contu- 

lion may be fufBcient to prevent an haemor¬ 

rhage j but in cafes, where, the fpermatic 

chord is inlarged, Mr. Le Dran himfelf 

does not think it fafe to trufi: to it. And 

that the veffels, from which a fcirrhous 

tefticle is deoendent, may be confiderably 

inlarged, and diflended, and that pretty 

high, and yet not fo difeafed, as to render 

the operation unadvifeable or unfuccefsful, 

I have more than once or twice feen. The' 

compreffion which may be made, of the 

extremity of the divided chord againfl the' 

os pubis, on which fome fbrefs feems to be . 

laid, will, whether it be made by the fin¬ 

ger, or by comprefs and bandage, prove 

more 
■preceding. “ S’ileft tres gonfle meme un plushaut que 

“ I’anneau, et qu’on ne puilfe fe difpenfer de faire To- 

peratbn, il n’y a point de ligature a faire ; il faut 

^ fendreunpeu rarineau,puis cooper le cordon, et I’ar- 

“ tcre ne donnera pas de fang.” Setafide all confidera- 

tbn of the propriety, or impropriety, of performing 

the operation, when the fpermatic chord is difeafed a« 

bove thering (as it is called) what can be the reafon, 

why the artery fhould not be expedted to bleed, after 

being divided within the abdomen ; when the fame 

gentleman allows it to have produced a fatal haemor¬ 

rhage, upon retiring into that cavity, or into the cel¬ 

lular membrane of the peritoneum, after having beerf 

cttt off without the faid ring. 
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more troublefome to the patient, than the 

very momentary pain of the ligature. 

The lalt circiuriilance, in vvhich I have 

ventured to differ from the commonly 

prefcribed’ rules, is, that I have not ad- 

vifed the removal of any part of the fcro- 

tum ^4 

My reafon is, that I never found it ne- 

teffary in any cafe, when the fcrotum was 

not adherent to the tedicle. 

Let the fi ze of the fcirrhus be what it 

may, the fcrotum will corrugate to its na¬ 

tural form, when the wound is healed ^ 

and if, in the operation it fairly be divided 

to the bottom, will neither lodge matter 

during the cure, nor produce any inconve¬ 

nience afterward. 

When 

<< Si quelque portion membraneufe a de la peine a 

fe detacher, je la coupe avec des cifeaux ; et quand 

letejlicule eji ote^ j’enleve une partie de la peau du 

fcrotum, fi cette peaus’eft trop etendueparle vo* 

lume dela tumeur/’ Le Dran. 

The fame direcStiori is given by Lairr. Heifter. Cu- 

tis fcroti quae exernpio tejiiculo fuper vacanea iitrefe- 

cari forfice debet.’^ By which means (that is, by 

not removing the fkin along with the tefticle, but af¬ 

terward) the patient fufFers almoft as much pain, as 

the whole operation, properly performed, would oeca-^ 

fion ; and that without any neceffity- 
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When it is adherent to the tefticle, and 

the cellular iirudlure of the dartos is there- 
i 

by deftroyed, all fuch adherent part iliould 

certainly be removed not only becaufe it 

is difeafed, but becaufe it will give the pa¬ 

tient a great deal of unneceflarv nain to 

diffedt it : but then it iliould always be re¬ 

moved along with the teflicle, in the man¬ 

ner diredled by Mr, Samuel Sharpe, and 

not be dilTedled off firft, and removed af- 
« 

ter wards. 

By the latter method, the patient’s pain 

is increafed, prolonged, and even renewed 

without the lead: neceffity. 

In every operation, in vvhich a confide- 

rable portion of dein is to be divided, and 

particularly in this, and in the amputa¬ 

tion of womens breads, it diould always 

be- remembered, that, as the dividon of the 

Hein (the general organ of fenfation) is the 

mod: acute and painful part of what is done 

by the knife, it cannot be done too quick, 

and fhould always be done at once : the fcro- 

turn fhould always be divided to the bottom, 

and the circular incifion in the fkin of a 

bread: always made quite round, before any 

thing.elfe be thought of. If this be not 

executed properly, and perfedly, the ope¬ 

ration 

\ 
/ 

I 
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ration will be attended with a great deal of 

pain^ which might be avoidedj and the 

operator .will bejuflly blameable. 

Before I take my leave of this operation^ 

I think it rights to give the young pradti- 

tioner a caution, viz. that if the tumor be 

of a pyriform figure, perfectly fmooth^ and 

equal in its furface, and free from pain^ 

notwithflanding the degree of hardnefs may . 

be great, and he may^ in his ov/n opinion; 

be clear that the tumor is not produced by 

water, but is a true feirrhus, I wouldad- 

vife him immediately, previous to the ope^ 

ration, to pierce the anterior part with a 

trochar, in order to be certain. My reafori 

for giving this advice is ; that I was once fb 

deceived by every apparent circumflance of 

a true, equal, indolent feirrhus, that I re¬ 

moved a tefticle, which proved, upon ex¬ 

amination, to be fo little difeafed, that had 

I pierced it with a trochar, previous to the 

operation, I could, and certainly fhould; 

have preferved it. 

Having, in the immediately preceding 

pages, given my opinion very explicitly 

concerning the expediency and propriety 

of removing, by the operation of caftra- 

tioR 
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tion, a fcirrhous teflicle, when- fairly cha- 

radlerifed, and properly circumftanced, it 

cannot be neeeffary to relate any fuch cafes. 
« 

Every man, who is at all converfant with 

this kind of bulinefs, knows, that the ope¬ 

ration on proper fubjedts, and in proper 

inftances, is very frequently fuccefsful; and 

that many people have been, by it, refcued 

from immediately impending mifery, and 

have paffed many years in health and eafe,' 

and in a ftate to propagate their fpecies. 

Particular accounts of fuch, would ap¬ 

pear like mere boadings of fucccfs. 

Thofe, therefore, which follow, are fe- 

leided, either becaufe the fortunate event 

was not very probable j and they may, 

therefore, ferve to prove, that we ihould 

not too haftily, or inadvertently, defpair. 

Or, becaufe their true nature was mif- 

taken ; and, therefore, they were impro¬ 

perly treated. 
Or, that they were attended with cir- 

cumflances not to be forefeen or prevent¬ 

ed. 

Or, that the cafe was too long negledted, 

and the operation too long deferred; or 

performed, when fuccefs frorq it,^ was not 

at all likely.' 
/ 

U Or 
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t I 

Or, that they were combined with other 

complaints, either general, or local ; by 

which the belt calculated attempts muft be 

fruftrated. 

Or, that they contaiii fomething in their 

nature, which appears to be lingular. From 

each, or all vvhich, I apprehend', the prac¬ 

titioner may reap full as much, if not more, 

beneficial inftruilion, than from the moff 

pompous hillories of ftfccefs. 

' • C A S E XXXIX- 

A Man, about forty-fevenyears old, who 

had been, for the fpace of three or 

fdur years, afflidled with a truly feirrhous 
tefticle, applied to me. He had been, 

more than once, during that time, adviled 

to part with it, but was afraid of the ope¬ 

ration. Fie was now alarmed, by an alte¬ 

ration, which it had lately undergone j and 

from fome circumllances in his general 
health which were new- The tumor, from 

its firft appearance', had been indolent, and 

equal, the fpermatic chord in a natural 

fiate, and he hadno other complaints of any 

kind. The tefticle was now very unequal, 

in i ts furface > it had increafed conlidera- 

bly,, 

I 
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fcily* within the lail: three months; and the 

I'perniatic chord Was inlarged, (that is) be¬ 

come varicofe, more than half way from 

the tefticle to the groin. He had alfb, a 

cholicky diforder, which recurred frequent¬ 

ly without any purging; 

The cafe was unfavorable ; and there 

appeared to me to be no chance, but from 
> 

caftration : the date of the fpermatic vef- 

fels rendered that dubious : but the impro¬ 

bability of the difeafe remaining in its pre- 
* <. 

fent date^ made it dill worth embracing. 

The general date of the patient’s health. 

Was alfo an alarming circumdance; but 

rieither could that be amended, while the 

local difeafe remained. 

Having apprized him of all thefe cir- 

cumdances. he willingly fubmitted to the 

operation j which was performed the next 

day. The date of the procefs, jud admit¬ 

ted of making the ligature between the 

inlarged part and the abdominal mufcle. 

Nothing particular attended the cure j the 

fore healed very kindly, and the .man has 
■*> 

enjoyed a good date of health ever llnce ; 

which is now, between four and five 
years. 

\ 

¥ 2 e A S E 
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CASE XL. 
\ 

A Gentleman from America applied to' 

^ me, on,account of a complaint in one 

of his tefticles. It had, while he was 

^ abroad, been fuppofed to be, and had beer* 

treated as, venerea!; by which means, 

what was, at firf!:, a fimple, equal, indo¬ 

lent fcirrhus, with afpermatic chord unal¬ 

tered from a natural Hate, was, when I 

fawit, unequal, at times painful, and de¬ 

pendent from fpermatic velfels confiderably 

inlarged, and fwollen, though ftill foft, and 

free from knot or induration. He was, 

otherwife, in perfect health, his age thirty- 

three, and his conftitution unhurt by de- 

bauchery or intemperance. 

With regard tothetefticle, there could be 

no doubt, either of the nature of the difeafe, 

or the propriety of its being removed ; but 

the date of the fpermatic velfels was fuch, as 

made the profpedt of fuccela from caftra- 

tion very uncertain. Two or three conful- 

tations were had the refult of all which 

were nearly the fame, that is, the furgcou 

were very apprehenlive of the operation, 

from the date of the chord, and therefore 

would not prefs it; and the phyfieians pre- 

icribed* 
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fcribed internal remedies; and, among thefe 

thexicuta, which luckily happened to dif- 

agree fo much with the patient, that he 

would not go on with it: J fay luckily, be- 

caufe it thereby prevented the lo.fs of more 

time in the, ufe of it. 

The patient was lingle, a fenfible man, 

and had a great deal of courage and refolu- 

tion in his natural confdtution. 

Having rnaturely weighed all that had 

.been faid to him, and finding that n'o relief 

was likely to accrue from medicine,, and 

that his difeafe was as little likely to hand 

hill, he determined rather to take the 

chance, which ^ the operation would give 

him, either of fudden deftrudiion, or a 

cure, than live in that hate of anxiety, 

which mull arife from a conhant meditation 

on the nature of his difeafe. 

The operation was performed ; and, in 

the execution of it, I was particularly at¬ 

tentive to the hate of- the velTels. The 

whole procefs was, I may venture to fay, 

full double the fi^e it ought to be, and the 

veins very tortuous, by their being di- 

fiended ; but there was no induration, npy 

any inequality, fare that proceeding from 

the varicous hate of them. 
i, ' t. .j •. » • « V , 

y 3 When 
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When the teflicle was removed, I exa¬ 

mined that alfo very carefully. The car 

vity of the tunica vaginalis was, in a great 

meafurc, abolifhed, by an almoft general 

adhefion of that membrane with' the albu¬ 

ginea ^ the epididymis was tolerably found, 

but the whole compages of the telfis hard, 

and difeafed : and, in the very center of it 

was a putrid flough, and a very fmall quan¬ 

tity of ill-coloured fanies. 

It is now, above five years, fince the 

operation. The patient has enjoyed per- 

fedt health ever fince, and finds no one in- 

’ convenience from the lofs of the part. 

In thefe two cafes, the event was fortu¬ 

nate beyond expedlation. In fuch circum- 

ilances, every thing is to be feared : the 

operation is leldom advifable, becaufe fel- 

dom fucccfsful. However, they may Hand, 

as inflances, to prove, that, where there is 

even a fmall foundation for hope, it is bet¬ 

ter to embrace fuch opportunity, than to 

leave the patient to his fate. Neither him- 

felf, nor his friends, fliould, in fuch caie, 

be flattered, or deceived : but the uncer- 

tainty fliould be laid before them, and the 

operation fhould be their own choice. 
' i 

CAS1S 
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CASE XLI, 

A Young man, about twenty-four years 

old, defired my opinion concerning a 

teflicle, which was beginning to inlarge, 

and was already become very hard. 

The account he gave was, as follows. 

That, about feven or eight months be¬ 

fore, he had a common hernia humoralis, 

in confequence of the fuppreffion of a go¬ 

norrhea by hard riding. That the inflanj- 

matory fymptoms were foon removed by 

reft, evacuation, and proper application } 

but that neither the tefticle, nor the epidi¬ 

dymis, had ever returned to their natural 

ftzc. That the furgeon, w'hofe care he had 

been under, had, fince the inflammation 

was gone off, given him a confiderable 

quantity of mercurial medicine internally, 

and had rubbed on a good deal of the oint¬ 

ment externally ; by which his mouth had 

been made fore ; and that he had alfo takeq 

two or three mercurial vomits. 

The tumor was perfeftly indolent, even 

upon being handled ; it had a ftony,.in- 

compreflible kind ofhardnefs, and thefper- 

;natic veffeis were in a found, natural ftate. 

U 4 I 

I 
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I told him, that whatever might havP 

given rife to his difeafe, it was my opinion, 

that it was a true fcirrhus ; that it would 

never be cured by medicine ; that, although 

it was quiet, and free from pain now, no 

man would pretend to fay, how long it 

might continue 1 and that I (laould, by all 

means, a.dvife- him to part with it in it§ 

prefent ftate, rather than hay till fuch al¬ 

teration fhould be made in it, as though i| 

niight induce him to comply, might ren¬ 

der the operation unfuccefsful. He difap- 

proved my advice, and Ifaw no more of him 

for near four months j at the end of which 

time, he called upon me again. 

H is teflicle was a good deal increafed in 

fize, but the fpermatic chord hill unafFedt- 

ed. 

I repeated my former advice, and he a- 

gain refufed to comply. 

At the didance of two months from this 

time, I faw him again. His teflicle wa? 

hill more inlarged, and the cavity of the 

tunica yaginalis palpably contained a fluid. 

He faid, he had fliowed it to two other 

furgeons ; both of whom had propiifed 

him much relief, if not a cure, by letting 

out that wa^r, which, they told him, maflc 
^ . '"'i 1 i _ t , i . - 
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^he principal part of his difeafe. I anfwer- 

ed, that 1 had no manner of doubt, that 

there was a fluid ; but that I apprehended 

jt to be much lefs in quantity, than either 

he, or they w'ho had promifed ' a cure by 

letting it out, took it to he : that it ap¬ 

peared to me, to make fo fmall a part of 

the fvvelling, that I was fure, tha.t the de- 

creafe of fize, upon its difcharge, would 
V. 

bear no proportion to his expedtation : that 

this fluid made no part of the original dif¬ 

eafe, but was an accidental coniequence : 

that ah opening made ipto a tefticle fo cir- 
,' ' i 

cumfenced, might excite very difagreeable' 

iymploms, from which he was at prefent 

fl'eef and that my opinion was ftill, that it 

ought to be totally removed, or not med¬ 

dled with. 

He left me, with much dilfatisfaclion. 

He faid, that I was too tenacious of my 

own,opinion, and too regardlefs of that of 

others: But I had leen too many of thefe 

cafes to be in any doubt concerning its na¬ 

ture j and I knew the people, under whofe 

diredtion he then was, too well, to fuppofe, 

either that they knew any thing of the 

matter, or that they would leave any thing 

unattempted, while- he had either credu¬ 

lity 
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iity or money. Soon after this, I heard, 

that he had fubmitted to have a pundlure 

made, by which a very fmall quantity of 

bloody ferum was difcharged ; but the fizc 

of the tumor fo little leflened, that his ope¬ 

rator would fain have thruft a lancet in 

again, and deeper but this the patient 

would not permit. 

Being vexed at what had happened, lie 

came not again to me, till at the diftance of 

near two months more. He was now in a 

very different ftate. His complexion was 

wan and pale, his flefli and appetite gone, 

his tefticle very large, unequal, and pain¬ 

ful, and the fpermatic chord difeafed quite 

up to his groin. I was very forry, to be 

obliged to tell him, that I could do him 

no good ^ and that the operation was, by 

no means advifeable. 

He now, of courfe, fell into the hands 

of thofe, who only want a little ready mo¬ 

ney and having tried two or three of thefe, 

lie was advifed to take the cieuta ; which 
^ \ 

he did for fome time, and in large dofes, 

but, (as ufual) without any real, or perma¬ 

nent good effedl. 

His date, foon after this, became truly 
I • • 

deplorable ; his tedide was of an amazing 

fige j 



the HYDROCELE, ^c. 299 

fizc} the fpermatic chord, quite up to his 

belly, fo large as hardly to be capable of 

being grafped by the hand; a very large, 

hard tumor within that fide of the belly ; 

his pain acute and confiant j and his flefii 

ftrength and appetite totally gone. 

In thefe circumftances, a believer in the 

omnipotence of the fublimate folution, 

prefcribed it for him : from which he re¬ 

ceived the advantage of having his death 

h aliened. 
t 

CASE XLII. 

A Man, about thirty, of a full plethoric 

habit, fiiewed me a tumor in the fper¬ 

matic proccfs, about the midway between 

the groin and teflicle ; it was hard, cir- 

cumfcribed, indolent when not meddled 

with ; but painful for a long time after 

haying been handled, and the pain of fuck 

kind, as to indicate the difeafe not to have 

a very benign charader : the tefiicle was 

perfectly free. 

I advilcd the lofing fpme blood, gentle 

evacuation by fiool, the ufe of a fufpenfory 

to take off the weiglit, and defired the pa¬ 

tient to let me fee him again in about ten 
* ^ t 

days. 



300 ^Treatise on 

days. At the diftance of fomewhat more 

than a month, he came to me again j and 

told me, that from me he had gone to a 

rupture-dodtor, who put a trufs on him, 

and giving him an external application, bad 

him come to him again in a week j that 

the preffure of the trufs, joined to the irri¬ 

tating quality of the ointment, greatly in- 

creafed the pain and the fwelHng : that his 

doftor then applied an adhefive plader, and 

when he had worn that a few days, he 

thruft a lancet into the body of the tumor; 

that nothing followed the lancet but blood ; 

that he inlarged the opening, and filed it 

with lint, and that, for feveral days after, 

he had dreffed the fore with red powder- 

(precipitate). He had now as truly malig¬ 

nant a cancerous fore, as I ever faw ; and 

all the fpermatic procefs above it was fo 

difeafed, as to prohibit all thought of an 

operation. Nothing palliated the fury, 

with which it proceeded; he lived feveral 

months in great and con fan t pain, having 

a large hard body within the belly (on 

that fide) extending from the groin quite 

up to the region of the kidney; and which, 

I make no doubt, confided of the difeafed 

fpermatic veffels. 

CASE 
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CASE XLIII. 
i 

A Man, about forty-eight years oM/who^ 

lived at fome confiderable diftance 

from London, perceived one of his tellieles 

becoming hard ; larger in fize than it ufed 

to be j and when he was on horfeback, 

fome what painful. 

Having been feveral times clapped, and 

twice confined with a hernia humoralis, he 

thought that this fwelling was of the fame 

kind ; and applied to the apothecary of the 

town, where he lived who, not being 

much accuilomed to furgery, and being' 

naifled by the patient’s opinion and ac¬ 

count, looked on it in the fame light, and 

gave him feveral dofes of calomel: thele 

not fucceeding to his wifh, he confined the 

patient to his bed, applied a pultice to the 

fcrotum, and vomited him twice or thrice, 

with the mercurius emet. flavus. By this 

procefs, the man became feverilh, lofi; his 

appetite, fleep and flelh; and the tefticle 

increafed, both in fize and hardnefs. 

I was now confulted by letter, and gave’ 

my opinion, that the cafe was not vene¬ 

real; that mercurial medicines; or what¬ 

ever 
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ever was likely to increale the circulation. 

Were wrong, and would be found prejudi^ 

cial; that whatever might become necef« 
\ 

fary hereafter, the prefent intentions ought 

to be, to procure eafe, to remove the fe¬ 

ver, ,to keep the body (which had always 

been coftive) gently open-, and to acquire 

flrength by the adminiftration of foft, light 

nourifhment; and I recommended the de- 

codt. farfaparillae, with milk, for his com¬ 

mon drink. 

In another letter, which I received at 

about three weeks diftance from the firfl, 

my opinion was alked concerning the ci- 

cuta : to which, I replied, that in feirrhous 

and cancerous cafes, (one of which I took 

this to be) I had never yet feen it do any 

good, though taken for a confiderable time 

and in large dofes; but, on the other hand, 

as I had never feen it do any harm, I could 
s 

have no objedlion to its being tried. 

In about two months, or a little more, I 

had another letter, giving me an account, 

that the cicuta had been taken freely, and 

had alfo been conftantly applied as a cata- 

plafm that, in about a month after its 
^ r 

firft application, the pains, both in the part- 

and in the patient’s back, were.remarkably 

in- 

f 
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increafed; that he, now and then, com¬ 

plained of being chilly, and that there had 

been, from about that time, a palpable' 

fludluation of a fluid, near to the furface of 

the tumor; that this fluid had been let out 
\ 

by the point of a lancet, and proved to be 

only a fmall quantity of a bloody ferum ; 

that, from the time this opening had been 

made, the pain, as well as the flze, of the 

tumor had increafed j that, by continuing 

the cicuta pultice, with the addition of 

fome Burgandy pitch, a colledlion of mat¬ 

ter, or impoftumation, was now produced, 

' plainly to be felt, though deep in the body 

of the teflricle : and I was defired to fay, 

what I thought would be the properefl: 

manner of giving difcharge to it. 

I returned anfwer, that it was a very dif- 

agreeable thing, to be obliged to give a poli- 

tive opinion on a cafe by relation only; and 

that from thofe, who, I was fure, thought 

not of it as I did. That, as it was by no 

means unlikely, that I might be miflaken, 

I defired, that what I (hould now fay, might 

not be mifunderftood, or applied to any 

other cafe, than what/took this to be that 

I took it to be a fcirrhus, which was be-^ 

coming cancerous apace, and would, very 

foon. 

t 
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jfoon, fliow more of its malignant difpofi- 

tion ; efpecially, if irritated. That the fluid, 

which had been let out, was nothing more 

than the water of the tunica vaginalis j whofe 

abforption was prevented, and whofe color 

was produced by the difeafed flate of the 

teflicle. That 1 fhould not have advifed 

the letting it out at all 3 much lefs, in that 

fmall quantity. That it was my^ opinion, 

that the fluid; which was now fuppofed to 

be felt to fluctuate deep in the body- of the 

teflicle, was, by no means, matter, or the 
( 

effect of a kindly fuppuration •, but a^ma- 

lignant fanies, the confequence of the very 

difeafed Hate of the teflis; That I did ve- 
i f 

rily believe, they would find, that" the' 

quantity of it bore frnall proportion to the 

fize of the general tumor. That the let¬ 

ting it out would, more probably, occa- 

fion an aggravation, than an alleviation, of' 

lymptoms, and render the difeafe Hill rnore" 

painful, and more hazardous than it was 

already. And that I fhould not be furpri* 

fed, to hear that'there' w^as no fluid at all. 

To this, I received a fliort reply, figni-* 

fying, that it was apprehended, I had mi- 

ftaken the cafe. That another gentleman 

in London had been confulted; who (from 

the 
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the account given of the flate of the fper- 

matic chord, of the preceding herni$ hu- 

morales, and, moft probably, from a mif- 

reprefentation of the cafe) had advifed the 

making an opening by knife j which had 

been done : but the writer of the letter did 

not fay a word, about what was let out. 

I heard no more of the cafe, or patient^ 
for near another month ; and then was. 

feat for^ one evening, to an inn in this 

town, where I found him in a fituation, 

truly deplorable. The tedicle was ama¬ 

zingly large, and one half of it covered by 

a prodigious fungus, which was intolera¬ 
bly painful, gleeted largely^ and, at times, 

bled profufely : the fpermatic procefs was 

alfo very large, and a tumor plainly to be 
felt within the belly, caufed by the dif- 

eafed date of the feminal veffeis. The 

man’s ftrength and flefh were exhaufted j 

in lliort, he was dying, and did not live, • 

above a week or ten days,- from this time. 

I believe# it mud be unnecelTary for me 

to obferve, that the mifconception of the 

nature# and the method of treating, the 

three preceding cafes, had no fmall fhare, 

in contributing to the fufferings of the pa¬ 

tients, and to the fatality of their events. 

X I be- 
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I believe alfo,,that moft praftitioners, who 

have been converfant with this kind of bu- 

linefs, will be of opinion, that the opera¬ 

tion, performed in due time, would, cer¬ 

tainly, have contributed to the eafe, and,, 

perhaps, to the prefervation of them. 

A cancerous difpolitibn in the habit will, 

certainly, render a patien.t liable to be de- 

f!:royed,'by the difeafed liate of parts out of 

our reach j and thereby render the opera¬ 

tion, although performed in due time, in 

the bell manner, and under the mdft fa¬ 

vourable apparent circumftances, unfuccefs- 

ful: but as this very often cannot be fore- 

feen, or foreknown, furely, it mud be very 

wrong, to omit doing, what may preferve 

health and life,^ only becaufe it may alfo* 

happen,-that it may do neither. In all thefe 

cafes, a guarded prognoftic fltould be made j 

tind it fhould be conlidered, that, though 

we.are fometimes deceived^ and fruftrated,» 

by linifter events y yet, on the other hand,* 

it happens, and that not infrequently, that 

Gafes> which have even an unfavourable and? 

threatning afpedl at firfl, come to a very 

happy iilue,. 

€ A S £:■ 
t 
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CASE XLIV. 

A Man, about fifty years old, defired my 

advice, concerning a.diieafed telllcle. 

It was about the fize of a fmall pomegra- 

iiate, very hard, perfectly free from pain, 

and the fpermatic protefs free from all ap¬ 

pearance of difeafe. Cafhration, he faid; 

he was determined not to fubmit to j and 

Only wanted to know, whether I could put 

him into any other method of getting rid 

6f his difeafe. I gave him my opinion very 

freely; on the great improbability of his be- 

, ing ferved by any other means: and, tho’ 

I did, in fome degree, advife him, to fub¬ 

mit to the operation; yet there were fome 

circunaftances in his general health, which 

induced me not to prefs it •, and made me 

rather pleafed, that he was previoufly de- 

termiried agaihft it. He had a very fal¬ 

low, difeafed complexion, a general want 

of mufcular flefii, and firmnefs j a very fre¬ 

quent cholic, fometimes attended wdth a 

threatning diarrhcea, and fometimes with' 

an obdinate conftipation. In the fpace of 

two or three years,, he took a great variety 

of medicines; and faw a great number of 

X 2 prac- 
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praaitioneis, both regular and irregular?- 

but found no benefit j neither did the tefti- 

cle in ail that fpace of time fuffer any ma¬ 

terial alteration, w the procefs become at 

all affefted. He died of an obftinate and 

painful dyfentery : and when he was open¬ 

ed, his myfentery was found full of large,- 

hard,. fcirrhous knots j all the lymphatic 

glands about the receptaculum chyli, and 

beginning of the thoracic dudl, remarkably 

difeafed; and the liver much inlarged, and 

hardned. 

The want of an healthy appearance,, the 

pains,, and other complaints which attended 

the man,, might have been owing to caufes^ 

independant of bis fcirrhous tefticle j and 

upon fuch fuppofition,. the removal of the 

faid tefticle by the operation might have 

been vindicable : but if it had been done,, 

it fhould have been, under a very guarded,, 

and doubtful prognoftic. 

' CASE XLV. 

A Man, about fifty, fliewed me a large,, 

difeafed tefticle, which, he faid, had 

been gradually, for near four years, getting, 

to that fize and ftate ; and was produced,, 

as he thought, by the kick of a child,- 

The 

I 
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The furgeon, who attended' his family, 

had often feen it, while it was fmal!, equ’al, 

and free from painj and had as often preffed 

him to part with it j but while it was eafy, 

he would never think of it. 

It was now large, and unequally hard j 

it hadj in fome parts of it, a quantity of 

fluid, in others none ; it was very painful 

to the touch; it gave him great uneafinefs 

in his back, from its weight; and even, 

while it was fufpended, or he was in bed, 

he had fuch, and fo frequent, darting pains 

in it, as to render him very unhappy, and 

to deprive him very much of his natural 

reft. The fpermatic chord was perfectly 

free ; but the frequency of his pain, and 

the difturbance of his fleep, gave him a 

very unhealthy appearance. I told him, 

that I thought he had miffed the moft fa¬ 

vourable opportunity, by not fubmitting to 

the operation, while the tefticle was fmall, 

fmooth, and indolent ; that fome circum- 

ftances in his general ftate and habit were 

unfavourable j but ftill, as the fpermatic 

procefs was free, and as there was no great 

probability, that the tefticle would ever 

again be eafy, or ceafe to increafe in fize, 

until the fpermatics fhould become difeafed 

X 3 alfo, 
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alfo, I thought it was better, to take the 

chance of the operation, than fubmit tp 

that certain mifery, which muft attend the 

farther progrefs of the dil'eafe. 

The patient confented, the operation 

was performed, and every thing went oh 

in the mod favourable manner, till the fore 

was reduced to the fize of a lixpence; he 

■yvas then feized with a pain in his belly, 

the fore changed its afpedt, and from ap¬ 

pearing to be almoll healed, it fretted, be¬ 

came foul, fpongy, and fpread fo confide- 

rably, that, in a fortnight’s time, it was as 

broad as a hand j it bled frequently, gleeted 

largely, was extremely painful, and very 

offenfive ; nothing that w'as done, had any 

good effedt on it j and having languifhed 

feme months, he died. 
i ■ . ' 

Some of the circumftances in this cafe, 
; • • T 

were undoubtedly unfavourable; but I have 

feen people do very well, under fimilar 

ones j and I flill think, that the patient 

chofe the leffer of the two evils, and em^ 
< I V 

braced the more probable chance. 
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C A, S E XLVI. 

Poor man, wlio was in St. Bartholo¬ 

mew’s Hofpital for a hurt in one of 

his legs, dehred me to look at his fcrotum, 

which was of a very large fize. 

The tumor was principally formed by 

water in the tunica vaginalis teftis 3 but^ 

through the fluid, it was eafy to diftinguifli 

a difeafed tefticle. He complained of unr 

eafinefs from the weight, and had, hefaid, 

now and then, a pain fliot up from the te- 

fticie into his back : he had alfo, now and 

then, a cholic, with naufea and inclination 

to vomit 3 and was very fubjedl to a fort of 

flrangury. I drew ofl: near a wine quart of 

a yellow thin fluid, by means of a trochar 3 

and, when that was done, was fo fatisfied 

thar the teftis was difeafed, that I would 

have immediately removed it 3 but the 

man v/ould notconfent. He foon got well 

of his leg, and was difcharged from the 

He was a bricklayer’s labourer 3 and in 

about a fortnight or three weeks time front 

his difcharge, fell from a high fcaffold, and 

was fo much hurt, that he died, after he had 

X 4 beeq 
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been again in the hofpital two days ; and J 

gladly embraced theopportunity of examine 

ing his dead body. The tunica vaginalis wag 

not only much diftended, but confiderably 

thickned. The tefticle .was a great deal 

too large, and too hard ; but, upon divifion, 

did not (hew any confiderable mark of difr 

cafe, except in its very center, wh.ere there 

was a fmall quantity ,of a difcoloured fa- 

nies, and a putrid flough. Th.e fpermatic 

veffels v»^ere not at all altered from a natu- 

ral date, except that the vein was yaricous. 

Immediately below the emulgent veffels 

on the right hde, was an irregular tumor;^ 

near as big as the kidney itfeif; perfcdtly 

fcirrhous, .and hnply attached both to the 

renal blood-veffels, and to the aorta. The 

external part of this tumor was rough and 

unequal, and of a whithh color and in the 

center of it were exadljy the fame appear¬ 

ances, as within the tefticle, vi^. a fmal| 

quantity of matter, and a ftough. 

Where the ureter yvas croffed by this tu¬ 

mor, it wa': much compreffed, and ftrait- 

n,ed in its diameter; but'below this ftric- 

ture, it was conliderably dilated. The kidr 

pey was not quite healthy in its appear¬ 

ance. 
, .. f' . 

I 
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Had this man been caflratedi I make no 

doubt, that his internal fcirrhus would 

have deflroyed him ; but that was a cir- 

cumftance, not to be colledled from his ge^ 

neral date, or from his complaints, and 

therefore not to be foreknown ; the opera¬ 

tion would therefore have been vindieable, 

though unfuccefsful. 

CASE XLVir. 

A Middle-aged man was brought into 

St. Bartholomew’s'Hofpital for an ac- 
^ Jl 

cidental hurt, of which he foon got well : 

and when he was going to be difcharged, 

he defircd Mr. Freke, whofe patient he had 

been, to look at one of his teflicles. It 

was large and unequally hard j gave him a 

great deal of pain, at fhort intervals, and 

feemed to contain a quantity of fluid in its 

middle part : the fpermatic chord was 

pretty free, juft at its exit from the abdo¬ 

men ; but all between that point and the 

tefticle was much difeafed. 

Some of the gentlemen prefent exprelTed 

their apprehenflons, that the Jlate of the 

procefs v/as fuch, that the operation would 

poll: probably be unfuccefsful, and there? 

fore 
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fore they were rather inclined, that the 

man ihould be difchargeci, without any at¬ 

tempt of that kindi but Mr. Freke'ihought 

otherwlfe, and performed it immediately. 

The veffels of the difeafed procefs were va- 

ricous to a great degree, and very knotty 

-and hard 1 the connedling membrane was 

much thickned, the epididymis and tefti-? 
cle quite confounded together ; and in the 

body of the latter was a quantity of bloody 

fanies, contained in two or three large 

cells. 

The man got no reft after the operation, 

the veflels of the dartos bled through all 

the dreffings, more than once, and in a few 

hours he became very hot and reftlefs, with 

a pulfe quick and hard. 

The next day he bled again ; not from 

the chord, but from the whole dartos : his 

fcrotum became much fvvelled, and loaded 

with a lymphatic kind of tumefadlion, but 

was very little inflamed his pulfe was in- 

conceiveably rapid, but fmall he com-r 

plained of acute pains in his back, a burn- 

mg heat within it, an intolerable thirft^ 

and an anxiety that was more terrible to 

bear than all the reft : toward night (of the 

fecond day) his pulfe faultered, he became 

eafy^ 
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jeafy, and his extremities cold, and earlj 

pn the third'morning he died. 

CASE XLVIir, 

A Healthy rnan, under forty, came to 

^ me with a complaint in one of his te- 

^icles; the epididymis of which was much 

inlarged, and hardned, while the body of 

the teftis feemed to be in a natural ftate. 

His age, his general appearance, and the 

particular date of the part induced me to 

believe it to be venereal but, upon afking 

him a few gueftions, he afierted, that he 
! 

had never received any taint of that kind 

in his life. He faid, that the firfb time he 

had ever taken notice of this complaint, 

was about fix weeks before, after ridin? 

hard in the day, and dancing all night i 

that it was very fmall at f rh, had increafed 

gradually, and now began to be very trou- 

blefome to him, either in riding or walk¬ 

ing } and that not only from its mere 

weight, but from frequent pajn in it. 

I am 
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I am obliged to acknowledge, that I 

was, at this time, fo prejudiced by the ge¬ 

nerally prevailing doctrine, that a true fcir- 

rhus or cancer never began in the epididy¬ 

mis j that I thought, either that my pa¬ 

tient was deceived himfelf, or had a mind 

to deceive me. 

I therefore gave him a mercurial pill to 

take every night, coniifting of a fmall dofe 

of calomel, .with fome kermes mineral, and 

directed a fmall portion of ung. mercur. to 

be rubbed every evening into the ipermatic 

By purfuing this method for about ten 

days, his mouth became fore, and he was 

much difpleafed thereby ; I gave him fome 

gentle carthatics, but his fpitting kept at 

above a pint a day, for more than a fort¬ 

night : at the end of which time, the hard- 

nets, as well as fize, and inequality of the 

epididymis and vas deferens* were rnani- 

feftly increafed ; and his uneallnefs in thefs 

parts was greater. 

The death of a near relation now called 

him into the country, where he ftaid about 

a month. At his return, he fent for me. 

The difeafe was increafed, but ftill con¬ 

fined 
• . t 

I 
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fined to the epididymis; which, was now in 

that Rate, which, I fuppofe, conftituted the 

earo adnata of the antients: it was hardy 

craggy, painful, and in fize nearly equal to 

the teilicle itfelf j the darting pains were 

frequent, and the uneafinefs from its weight 

was conftant and tirefome. 

I was now fatisfied of the true nature of 
/ 

the cafe, and let drop a hint of the pro¬ 

priety of removing- the part ; but having a 

very delicate and timorous man to deal 

with, I defired him to take the opinions of 

fome other gentlemen. 

He faw Mr. Middleton and Mr. Nourfe 

as furgeons, and a third gentleman as, a 

phyfician. 

The two former advifed immediate ca- 

ftration j the laft feemed to wilh him to- 

take the cicuta, or the fblanum, medicines, 

then in fafhion. The thought of caftra- 

tion fhocked him fo much, that he wil¬ 

lingly embraced any hints concerning fpe- 

cifics. 

He. took the cieuta for rhore than two- 

months, beginning with a fmall dofe, and 

increafing it gradually to very large ones. 

Jt now and then made him a little fick and 

giddy j but the difeafe increafed under it fo 

ma- 
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manlfeftly, that I was apprehenfive, thaf 

W'e were doing much worle, than merely 

lofing time. I lignified my fufpicion> and 

prefled the opei-ation j but he would not 

hear of it. 

The folanum was now tried tinder the 

direction of the dodlor; but it difagreed fd 

much, even in the fmalleft quantity, that 

there was no poffibility of perfifting in it. 

Upon thisj as upon moft occalions of 

th is kindj every acquaintance fecbmrhended 

either a fpecific or a quack ^ moft of which 

were tried, and I faw no more of my pa^ 

tient, four above four months; 

He then fent for me again. The whole 

teftide and fpermatic procefs, quite withiii 

the belly, were thoroughly difeafcd, hard/ 

and knotty / his pain was acute, and al- 

moft conftant; and his whole appearance' 

truly pitiable. 

He was much difpleafed, that I, whd 

had often preffed him to fubmrt to the 

Operation, would not now perform it j hut 

it was too late. In a few days after thi-s" 

vilit, he applied to an operator, vvho re¬ 

quired a very conhderable fee before-hand/ 

and layed the vvhole fpermatic procefs’ 

o|ien. A very terrible hajmorrhage enfued. 
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and he died the next day in inexpreffible 

agony. 

1 vilited a patient with Mr. Markland^ 

whofe fil'd local complaint was a hardned, 

iniarged epididymis, and vas deferens i and 

upon whom, 'the whole powerpf mercury, 

and other fuppofed deobdruent medicines, 

together with cataplafm, fomentation, hie. 

were tried, during along fpace of time, in 

abfolute confinement, but to no good pur-’ 

pofe : the part became fo large, fo difeafed, 

and fo painful, and the habit of the patient 

fo much aifefted by it, that extirpation? 

was abfolutely necefiary. When the part 

was removed, I examined it very carefully,, 

and never faw a more true and perfed: feir- 

rhus in my life. The epididymis was thrice 

thefizeit ought to have been, its external 

furface was very unequal, and very hard j 

and in the centre of it was a putrid flough, 

with a fmall quantity of matter, jud as it 

E found very often in the middle of a feir- 

rhous and cancerous tedicle. The tedicle 

was hardly, if at all, altered from a natu¬ 

ral date, except that the tunica vaginalis^ 

Was generally adherent to the albuginea.- 

Its internal texture was foft, and bore very 

little mark of didemper. 
4 r 

I have,- 
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I have, at this inftant, a lad in St. Bar-' 

tholomew’s-Hofpital, both whofe tefticles 

are fo truly difeafed, that they muft of ne- 

ceffity be removed. I have feen him from 

the firll of the attack. The difeafe for fe- 

veral months occupied only the epididymis^ 

and had no connexion with, or dependance 

on, any venereal mifehieh Every thing 

that the art of fufgery could do (dr at leaft 

every thing that I am acquainted with in 

it) has been tried, but without any effedl i 

and nothing but the operation can favc 
him. 

case XLIX. 

Mr. William Sharp defired meto vifit 

a patient with him. The cafe w'aS 

a feirrhous tefticle. It was large, and very 

hard ; but fmooth, equal, arid no other way 

painful, than from its weight. There was 

nothing in the tefticle, which forbad the 

operation j on the contrary, it was infuch 

Hate, as to promife very fair for fuccefs j 

but the fpermatic procefs, from the, teftis 

quite up to, and apparently within, the 

opening in the abdominal tendon, was fo 

large and full, that it wasimpoffibleto feel 

the 

I 
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the veffels. This fulnefs, and increafc of 

fize, if it could be fuppofed to proceed 

from a difeafed ftate of thefe yeffels, and 

their membranes, was fuch a bar to caftra?- 

tion, that no body could poffibly think of 

it in fuch circumftances : but, on the othejr 

hand, if it could be fuppofed to be owing 

to an e:(travafated fluid, the withdrawing 

fuch fluid might make a very material al¬ 

teration in the ftate of all the parts. Mr, 

Sharp faid, that he had feen this patient 

fome months before, and had let out (as . 

he thought from the tunica vaginalis) a 

^quantity of water 1 and that he then found 

the teflicle a great deal too large, and was 

very fure, that he then diflindtly felt the 

fpermatic veffels. The tumid procefs, tho’ 

large, full, and tight, yet w'-as fmooth, and 

equal throughout •, and I thought, that I 

could very plainly feel a fludfuatjon through 

the whole of it j that is, from the opening 

in the oblique mufcle, to the upper part of 

the teflicle. The patient was young and 

healtiiy, the weight and fize of the tefti'cle 

very tfoublefome, and nothing but this 

ftate of the procefs in the cafe, to make it 

neceffary to defer the operation a moment. 

A pundlqre was made with a large lancet, 

Y into 
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into the tumor juft above the tefticle; near 

a pint of clear yellow ferum was difeharr 

ged ; the IV/elling fubfided : the fpermatic 

veflels, which w.ere in a found, natural 

ftate, became eafily diftinguifhable j the 

operation was immediately perforrned, and 

proved fuccefsful. 

C A S E L, 
• 'ft 

\ 

A Poor failor, who had been difeharged 

/X from one of the navy Hofpitals, ap¬ 

plied to St. Bartholomew’s. 

He had a fpirrhous tefticle, which was 
y . ,. i ' ■ j' • . i - » - • s,' 

not large, but was as hard as rnarble, yery 

craggy, and unequal, and attended with 

frequent acute pain : the procefs alfo was 

fo large, that, upon fuch examination as I 

had then time to make, I told the man, 

that I did not conceive, that he could re- 

ceive any benefit, even fj'om the operation i 

hut one of the governors, prevailed on by 

•the man’s folicitatipn, d^fired that he might 

be admitted. 
« <• 

The firft time we were all met together, 

I produced this man fpr the general opini¬ 

on ; which was, that if the increafed fize 
• -f 

pf the fpermatic propefs, was the effed qf 
" J J 

a 

1 
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a difeafed ftate of the parts compoling it, 

the operation was improper, as it would 

only haften the rrian’s deaths and that in a 

very painful manner j but if it could be 

thought to be owing (as in the preceding 

cafe) to an extravafation of fluid in the com¬ 

mon membrane, it was certainly worth 

while, to try what the difcharge of that 

fluid might produce. 

The whole was related to the man : he 

was informed of our doubts* of what we 

intended to do, and of the probability that 

it might be of no fervice to him : a punc¬ 

ture was made in that part of the procefs^ 

where the fluid was mofl: palpable \ a large 

quantity of lymph was difcharged, the tu¬ 

mor fubfided, the fpermatic veflels became 

very diftinguifliabie* the operation . of ca- 

ftration w'^as immediately performed* and 

the man went out from the hofpital well* 

CASE LI. 
s » » A Poof man was taken into St. Bartholo^- 

mew’s Hofpital, for a complication of 

complaints; but particularly for a frequent 

and acute pain in his back and belly. 

When he had been there a day or two, 

he told the nurfe, that he had a complaiut Y* 

2 m 
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in his ferotum 5 and the next day I was dc» 

fired to look at him. 

He had a difeafed tefticlc, of th« feir- 

rhous kind, which was not very large, but 

was hard and unequal: the ipermaiic pro- 

eefs was not in a natural fiate, nor very 

much difeafed j and he had a large and 

very troubleforae omental hernia. The 

man had' alfo a very morbid afped, had his 

reft frequently diilurbed by pain, and was 

near to fifty years old. 

He was very folicitous to have fomething 

done for him, and willing to fubmit to any 

thing for that purpofe ; but his cafe was 

fuch, as to render it not an eafy matter to 

determine what to do. 

His rupture was large, and very trouble- 

fome; it was merely omental, and could 

not be kept up a moment, while he was in 

an cred pbfture, without a trufs ; a trufe 

he could not wear to any good purpofe, 

without the pad of it prefling on the fper*- 

matie chord, and aggravating a greater evil 

than his rupture, vtz. his fcirrhous teftiw 

cle. The weight of his rupture, added to 

that of his fcirrhus, rendered it impofllbk 

for him to get his bread by labor. 

The 
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The only method, whereby he could be 

made capable of wearing a proper bandage 

for keeping up his rupture, or even of fuf- 

fpending it with eafe, was, by fubmitting 

to have the fcirrhous tefticle removed by 

caftration ; and then, his rupture being 

returned, he might be enabled to wear a 

trufs. But to this there were fome objec¬ 

tions. In the firft place, the hernial fae 

came fo low, that the procefs could not bo 

tied, or cut off, without the fac having 

been firll either laid open, or diffedted off 

from it. In the next place, I did not like 

the ftate of the fpermatic procefs, which 

was both too large and too hard: and in 

the third place, I thought the general eir- 

cumllances of his morbid appearance, and 

bad ftate of health, were great objedlions to 

operations of fuch confequence, as cither 

the laying open, or difledting of the hernial 

fac, from the ipermatic procefs } or caftra- 

tion. 

All this was related to the man in the 

■ faireft manner poffible, and he defired to 

have fuch, or any, operation, performed, . 

which I ihould think right. 

Having been confined to his bed, for 

more than a week previous to the opera¬ 

tion, 
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tion, the omentum had hardly ever been 

down during that time, and was now per- 

■ feilly up. This, tho’ it might prove acir- 

cumftance in the man's favour> was none in 

mine as an operator; for the hernial fac being 

•empty and flaccid, gave me thereby more 

trouble. The hernia, was of the congenial 

kind; and, confequently, when I had di^- 

vided the fac to the bottom, the ftate of the 

fpermatic chord and tefticle was manifefl;; 

and I had only to pafs my needle and liga¬ 

ture round the upper part of the former* 

without paying any more, or particular, re“ 

gard to the hernial fac. Upon a nearer 

view of the ftate of the procefs, I liked it 

ftill lefs than I had done before ; but there 

was nothing now could be done, but to go 

through with -the- operation, and to take 

the chance of it. I did fo ; the man bore 

it well, and was better for the firft two or 

three days,, than I could have expedted. 

After the firft week was pafl, I was daily 

furprifed at the good ftate of my patients 

He was eafy, free from pain or fcver, flept 

well, took nourilhment; and it was impof- 

fible for any fere to be, or to look, better. 

At the end of three weeks, when he 

was to all appearance well-, and his fore 

. - almoft 
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alinoft healed, he was fuddenly feized with 

pain all over him, and died on the fecond 

or third day from this attack, 

■ I had him opened. The portion of 

omentum, which had formed the hernia, 

had an attachment to the peritoneum, juft 

within the mouth of the hernial fac j 

which, I fuppofe, was the reafon, why it 

could not be kept up, while he was ered;. 

The lymphatic glands about the lumbal 

vertebrae were all difeafed j the liver was 

fcirrhous throughout, and had a large col- 

ledion of matter in its lower part. 

FINIS. 
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