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T O 

Mr. STAFFORD CRANE, 
AND 

Mr. ROBERT YOUNG, 

PRINCIPAL SURGEONS 
to St. Bartholomew’s-Hospital. 

Gentlemen, 

The truth of the dodrine, 
and the fuccefs of the prac¬ 

tice, contained, and recommended 

in the following fheets, are perfedly 
well known to you. 

This is one reafon, why I have 

prefixed your names to them. 

But I have another, and that, to 

me, a more powerful one. Edu¬ 

cated in the fame Hofpital, we have 

A a palled 
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iv DEDICATION. 

palled the greater part of our lives 

in an uninterrupted courfe of friendly 

communication : and I am very glad 

to embrace this, and every, oppor¬ 
tunity of teftifying, how plealing 

fuch correfpondence has always been, 

and ftill is, to, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour very fincere Friend, 

and moft obedient Servant i 

Watling-Strect* 
-Q&. 1765f 

Percivall Pott 
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1 T has been faid, that when a man 

** thinks that he can, by publijhing 

his opinion, derive any benefit to his 

fellow-creatures, jw reafon to be 

anxious about making an apology for 

fuch publication. • 

This, within a certain limitation, is 

true ; but taken in its full extent, 
may be urged as an excufe for obtru¬ 

ding that on the world, which may not 
i 

be worth its accepta?tce. 



Pofftbly the following Sheets may he 

thought to come within that predica* 

ment. 

'The only defence I have to make for 

them is, that from the moft diligent 

and moft frequent inquiry into the ge¬ 

neral method of treating the difeafe in 

queftion, I am convinced, that fuch 

method may be conftderably improved; 
that is9 may be rendered lefs painful, 

more expeditious, and more fuccefs- 

I ftjould be very forry to have it 

thought, that 1 meant, by this, to ftg- 

nify, that my opinion on this fubjeSl is 

different from that of all my brethren: 

I know, it is not: I know, that there 

are fome gentlemen of the profeffion, 

i who 
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who think of it, as I do -; hut I alfo 

know, that a very different do&rine is 

inculcated\ and a very different me¬ 

thod followed', by the majority of wri¬ 

ters, praEUtioners, and teachers. 

*The number of thofe who have had 

frequent opportunities of feeing this 

kind of difeafe, is not large, compared 

to that of thofe, who are daily liable 

to be called to the care of it; the num¬ 

ber of thofe who refleEl on what they 

fee, or read, and who take the liberty 

of thinking for themfelves, is fillfm al¬ 

ien ; fo that the precepts delivered by 

fuch as have obtained any degree of 

reputation, do almofi tteceffarily be¬ 

come rules of praElice to the multi¬ 

tude. 

a 2 / 
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I havey on this occajion5 cart 

perufed almofl every writer of cha- 

raSler on the fubjeSi; and thinky that 

I may venture to fay, that they are 

all either defeSlive, or erroneous : they 

either pafs the difeafe over fightly, and 

without that regard, which it certainly 

requires, and deferves ; or fubjeB it 

to a method of cure, w operofe., 

painfulj tedious, and unnecejfarily 

produEUve of future evil. 

The term Cutting for a Fijlulay 

conveys to a patient a terrible idea; 

and this terror is not a little increafed 

by his incapacity of feeing the part dif- 

eafed. ‘The majority of writers have 

greatly increafedy rather than leffen- 

cdy this dread: ■ and, as the operation 

is (tender their dire Elions) fometimes 

per“ 

i 



performed, it is, indeed, a very fe¬ 

ver e one: a great part of this feve- 

rity appears to me to be unneceffary; , 

and I cannot help thinkings that a more 

ferious reflexion on the parts con¬ 

cerned in the difeafe, and on its dif¬ 

ferent nature, in different flates and 

circujnflances, would lead us to a more 

rational method of treating it, and to 

a more eafy and expeditious cure. 
/ * 

'To point fuch method out is the in¬ 

tention of the following traB. 

In the execution of it, I have 

fometimes found myfelf under a ne- 

ceffity of controverting the opinions 

of feme gentlemen of deferved emi¬ 

nence: if I have done this with de¬ 

cency and good manners, no apology 

is neceffary. The honour of our art, 

arid 



( X ) 

and the moral charaElers of its pro- 

feffors fuffer, whenever we pay fo 

blind deference to any one, as pre¬ 

vents us from ufng our own judg¬ 

ments., and from declaring freely the 

refult of our inquiries or experiments. 

'Truth, as Lord Bacon has faid, is 

not the child of authority, but of time. 

And were we to allow ourfelves to 

fuPP°fei (^et fubjeSl be what it 

may, provided it be liable to experi¬ 

ment) that nothing more, or new, 

could be taught, it is pretty clear, 

that nothing more, or new, would be 

learnt. 
\ 

* \ 

I therefore hope, that the freedom 

which I have ufed, either in relating 

the opinions, or in objeEiing to the 

pra&ice of others, will not be attri¬ 

buted to an invidious difpoftion to find 
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fault; but merely to a defire of being 

flerviceable to mankind in that way} in 

which, I flatter myflelf \ that I may 

be, in Jome degree capable; and of 

improving, as much as in me lies> 

the very necejfary, and univerfally- 

ufefulScience,, of SURGE RT. 
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OF T H E 

FISTULA in A NO. 

- S E C T. I. 

LEAR and precife definitions of 
I 

difeafes, and the application of 

fuch names to them as are ex- 

preffive of their true and real nature, are 

bf more confequence than they are gene- 

tally imagined to be : untrue or imperfedt 

Ones occafion falfe ideas; and falfe ideas 

are generally followed by erroneous prac¬ 

tice. 

It would be no difficult matter to pro¬ 

duce inftances of diforders, whofe treat¬ 

ment has, for a great length of time, been 

accommodated more to the titles impoled 

B upon 



tipon them, than to their true and real 

character: among thefe, my prefent fubjeCt 

is a moil glaring proof. 
\. 

The cuftom of giving the appellation of 

Fiftula to every impoftumation, and to every 

collection of matter formed near to the 

Anus, has, by conveying a falfe notion of 

them, been productive of fuch methods of 

treating them, as (though, perhaps, fuited 

to fuch idea) are diametrically oppofite to 

thofe which ought to be purfued : fuch as 

have often rendered thofe cafes tedious and 

painful, which might have been cured eafily 

and expeditioufly; and confequently fuch 

as have brought difgrace on our art, and 

unneceffary trouble on mankind. 
4 

A small orifice or outlet from a large 

or deep cavity, difcharging a thin gleet, or 

fames, made a confiderable part of the idea, 

which our anceftors had of a fiftulous fore, 

wherever feated. With the term fiftulous 

they always conne&ed a notion of ealloft- 

ty; and, therefore, whenever they found 

fuch a kind of opening yielding fuch fort 

of difcharge, and attended with any degree 

of induration, they called the complaint a 

Fiftula. Imagining this callofity to be a 

difeafed 
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difeafed alteration made in .the very flruc- 

ture of the parts, they had no conception 

that it could be cured by any means, but by 

removal with a cutting inftrument, or by 

deftrudtion with efcharotics: and, there¬ 

fore, they immediately attacked it with 

knife or cauftic, in order to accompli fh one 

of thefe ends: and very terrible work (by 

their own accounts) they often made, be¬ 

fore they did accomplifh it. 

Several of the abovementioned circum- 

ftances do frequently attend colledtions of 

matter near to the redtum; and therefore, 

for want of proper attention to the true 

nature of the cafe, the cuftom of calling 

them all Fiftulae has generally prevailed, 
though without any foundation, in truth, 
or nature. 

I 

That abfceftes formed near the funda¬ 

ment do fometimes, from bad habits, from 

extreme negledt, or from grofs miflreat- 

ment, become fiftulous, is certain ; but the 

majority of them have not at fir ft any one 

charadter or mark of a true fifth!a; nor can, 

without the moft fupine negledt on the fide 

of the patient, or the moft ignorant mif- 

B 2 management 
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management on the part of the furgeon* 
degenerate, or be converted into one. 

Collections of matter from inflam¬ 
mation (wherever formed) if they be not 

opened in time, and in a proper manner, 
do often burft: the hole, through which 
the matter finds vent, is generally fmall, 

and not often Situated in the moft conve¬ 

nient, or moft dependant, part of the tu¬ 

mor : it therefore is unfit for the difeharge 

of all the contents of the abfeefs and, 

inftead of clofing, contrails itfelf to a 

fmaller fize ; and, becoming hard at its 

edges, continues to drain off what is fur¬ 

nished by the undigefted fides of the ca¬ 

vity. 

This is often the cafe in the moft 
mufcular, or fiefhy parts of the body, 

where the cellular and adipofe membrane 

does not abound; but is more particular¬ 
ly fo in the neighbourhood of the anus, 

where that membrane is large in quantity, 

well flocked with fat, and not compreffeef 

by the a diion of any large or ftrong muf¬ 

fles, 

Why 



/ is) 

Why critical defluxions and abfcefles 

are frequently formed in this part, is fo ob¬ 

vious to every one, who confiders its natu¬ 

ral ftru&ure, that it muft be quite urtne- 

ceflary to enter into an explanation of it: 

I fhall, therefore, only obferve, that when 

it becomes the feat of fuch kind of deflux¬ 

ion, it can make little or no refiftance ; but 

immediately fwelis, and becomes hard to 

a confiderable extent: and although im- 

poftumation is very frequently the confe- 

quence, yet the induration extending itfelf 

a good way beyond the bounds of the ab- 

fcefs, the firfl: fuppuration is by no means 

equal to the diflolution of fuch hard- 

nefs} efpecially, if inftead of being opened 

properly, the Ikin has been fuffered to 
burib. 

% 

The fmalnefs of this accidental ori¬ 

fice ; the hardnefs of its edges; its being 

found to be the outlet from a deep cavi¬ 

ty ; the daily difcharge of a thin, gleety, 

difcoloured kind of matter and the indu¬ 

ration of the parts round about, have all 

contributed to raife, and confirm the idea 
of a true fiftula, 

3 
To 



To this idea, the general treatment of 

thefe cafes has therefore been made to ac¬ 

cord : upon this, has been built the prevail¬ 

ing do&rine of free excifion, or as free de- 

ftruction, without any regard to the origi¬ 
nal production of the complaint, its parti¬ 

cular feat, its date, or any other attendant 

circumftances ; and without examining, 

whether it would not admit a more eafy, 

and a more expeditious method of cure. 

In Ihort; this notion, that all linufes near 
the reClum are necellarily fiftulous, has 

occafioned the prefcription of fuch a man¬ 

ner of treating them, from their very firft 

appearance, as they can hardly ever hand 
in need of at any time; and a mere ill- 

founded fuppofition, that the induration of 

the parts about, may be owing to a difeafed 

callofity, is urged as a reafon for ufing them 

with more feverity than even fuch Hate 

would require. 

< / 

SECT. II. 

WHOEVER would obtain a true 

notion of the difeafe in queflion, 

mull confider it under all the forms in 

which 
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which it makes its appearance. Thefe, 

which are many, and various, (both with 

regard to afpedt, iituation, and fymptoms) 
are, what fhevv the different nature of the 
complaint in different ftates; and are the 
circumftances, which ought to regulate a 

furgeon’s conduct in the care of it. 

Sometimes the attack is made with 
fymptoms of high inflammation; with 
pain, fever, rigor, &c. and the abfcefs 
proves truly critical; that is, it becomes a 
folution of the fever. 

In this cafe, a part of the buttock near 
to the anus is confiderably fwollen, and 
has a large, circumfcribed hardnefs. In 
a fliort time, the middle of this hardnefs 
becomes red, and inflamed; and in the 
center of it matter is formed. 

\ 

This (in the language of our ance- 

ftors) is called in general a Phlegmon ; 

but when it appears in this particular part, 
a Phyma. 

The pain is fometimes great; the fe¬ 
ver high; the tumor large, and exquifitely 
tender: but however difagreeable the ap¬ 

pearances 
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pearances may have been; or howevef 

high the fymptoms may have rifen, before 

fuppuration; yet, when that end is fairly 

and fully accomplifhed, the patient gene- 

nerally becomes ealy and cool 3 and the 

matter formed under fuch circumftances, 

though it may be plentiful yet is good. 

On the other hand, the external parts, 

after much pain, attended with fever, 

hcknefs, &c. are fometimes attacked with 

confiderable inflammation, but without 
any of that circumfcribed hardnefs, which 
characterized the preceding tumor; in- 

ftead of which, the inflammation is ex¬ 
tended largely, and the ikin wears an ery- 

iipelatous kind of an appearance. In this, 

the difeafe is more fuperficial; the quantity 

of matter fmall, and the cellular membrane 
iloughy to a confiderable extent. 

\ 

Sometimes, inflead of either of the 

preceding appearances, there is formed in 

this part, what the French call une fnp- 

puration gangreneufe; in which the cellu¬ 

lar and adipofe membrane is affe&ed in the 

fame manner, as it is in the difeafe, called 

a Carbuncle,, 
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In this cafe, the fkin is of a dufky red, 

or purple kind of color; and, although 

harder than when in a natural date, yet 

it has, by no means, that degree of tenfion 

or refiftance, which it has either in the 

phlegmon, or in the eryfipelas. 

The patient has generally, at firft, a 
hard, full, jarring pulfe, with great third, 

and very fatiguing reftlefinefs. If the pro- 

grefs of the difeafe be not Hopped, or the 

patient relieved by medicine, the pulfe foon 

changes into an unequal, low, faultring 
one; and the firength, and the fpirits fink 

in fuch manner, as to imply great and im¬ 

mediately-impending mifchief. The mat¬ 

ter formed under the fkin fo altered, is 

fmall in quantity, and bad in quality; and 
the adipofe membrane is gangrenous, and 

fioughy throughout the extent of the difco- 

loration. This generally happens to per- 

fbns, whofe habit is either naturally bad. 

Or rendered fo by intemperance. 

In each of thefe different affections, the 
whole malady is often confined to the fkin 

and cellular membrane underneath it; and 

no other lymptoms attend, than the ufual 
C general 
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general ones; or fuch as arife from the for¬ 

mation of matter or Houghs in the part im¬ 

mediately afFedted. But it alfo often hap¬ 

pens, that, added to thefe, the patient is 

made unhappy by complaints arifing from 

an influence, which fuch mifchief has on 

parts in the neighbourhood of the difeafe j 

fuch as the urinary bladder, the vagina, 

the urethra, the hajmorrhoidal veflels, and 

the redtum ; producing retention of urine, 

ftrangury, dyfury, bearing-down, tenef- 

mus, piles, diarrhoea, or obftinate coftjye- 

nefs: which complaints are fometimes fo 

prefling, as to claim all our attention. On 

the other hand, large quantities of matter, 

and deep Houghs are fometimes formed, 

and great devaluation committed on the 

parts about the redtum, with little or no 

previous pain, tumor, or inflammation. 

Sometimes the difeafe makes its firft 

appearance, in an induration of the fldn 

near to the verge of the anus; but without 

pain, or alteration of color; which hard- 

nefs gradually foftens and fuppurates: the 

matter, when let out, in this cafe, is final! 

in quantity, good in quality; and the fore 

is fuperficial, clean, and well-conditioned. 

On the contrary, it now and then happens, 

that 
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that although the pain is but little, and the 

inflammation apparently flightyet the 
matter is large in quantity, bad in quality, 

extremely offenflve, and proceeds from a 
deep, crude hollow, which bears an ill* 

natured alpedh 

The place alfo, where the abfcefs points, 

and where the matter, if let alone, would 
burfl: its way out, is various, and uncertain. 
Sometimes it is in the buttock, at a di- 

ftance from the anus; at other times near 

its verge, or in the perineum : and this dif~ 
charge is made fometimes from one orifice 

only, fometimes from leveral. In fome 
cafes, there is not only an opening through 

the Ikin externally, but another through 
the inteftine into its cavity: in others, 

there is only one orifice, and that either 

external, or internal. 
\ 

Sometimes the matter is formed at a 

confiderable diflance from the redtum, 

which is not even laid bare by it; at others, 

it is laid bare only, and not perforated: it 

is alfo fometimes not only denuded, but 

pierced j and that in more places than one. 

The original feat of the mifchief is, in 

fome cafes, high up in the pelvis, near the 

C 2 lower 



fewer vertebras of the loins, and the os 

factum; and the rhatter comes from parts 

fo difeafed, and fo out of reach, that the 

cafe is hopelefs from the find. Thefe dif- 

eha rges are to feme perfons falutary, and 

prove folutions of general difeafes, which 

have long infefted the habit: to others, 

they often prove fatal, by exhaufting the 

fmall remains of urength. If the difeafo 

has its foundation in the lues venerea (which 

is not a very uncommon cafe) it frequently 

communicates with the urethra, and neck 

of the bladder, producing great difturbance 

and mii'ery to the patient. And fometimes 

it happens, that fiilulous openings near the 

anus give difcharge to a fames, proceeding 

from a cancerous flats of feme of the parts 

within the pelvis. 

Whoever attends to this variety of 

Hates and circumftances, mu ft be convin¬ 

ced, that no one particular method can 

fuit them all; but that in this, as in many 

other cafes, the furgeon’s conduct mud he 

varied occafiqnally, and adapted to the exi¬ 

gencies of each individual. 
- * 
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SECT. III. 

IT very feldom happens, when inflam¬ 

matory defluxions are made on the cel¬ 

lular membrane furrounding the intedine 

redtum, that it is in our power to prevent 
the formation of matter: nor if it was, 

would it often be right fo to do, as thefe 

abfcefles feldom happen to any body, to 

whom they are not, at leaft, a temporary 

relief. 

All confideration, therefore, of that 

kind is generally out of the quedion : and 

our bufinefs, if called to it at the begin¬ 
ning, mull be to moderate the fymptoms; 

to forward the fuppuration; when the mat¬ 

ter is formed, to let it out; and to treat the 

fore in fuch manner, as fhall be mod likely 

to produce a fpeedy and lading cure. 

When there are no lymptoms, which 

require particular attention, and all that 

we have to do is to aflid the maturation 

ot the tumor, a foft pultice is the bed 

application. When the difeafe is fairly of 

the 
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the phlegmonoid kind, the thinner the 

ikin is differed to become, before the ab« 

fcefs be opened, the better j as the indu¬ 

ration of the parts about will thereby be 

the • more diffolved ; and, confequently, 

there will be the lefs to do, after fuch 
opening has been made. This kind of 
tumor is generally found in people of 

full, fanguine habits; and who, therefore, 

if the pain be great, and the fever high, 

will bear evacuation, both by phleboto¬ 

my, and gentle cathartics: which is not 
often the cafe of thofe, who are faid to 

be of bilious conftitutions ; in whom the 
inflammation is of larger extent, and in 

which the flcin wears the yellowifh tint of 

the eryfipelas; perfons of fuch kind of 

habit, and in fuch circumftances, being in 
general feldom capable of bearing large eva¬ 

cuation. 

The obfervation is general, with regard 

to eryfipelatous inflammations in any part 

of the body, and is by no means confined 

to this. 

I may, poflibly, be cenfured, for ftep- 
ping out of my way to mention it j but it 
is a truth of fo much importance to many, 

<1 ■ and 
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and I have feen fuch melancholy inftances 

from its being not known, or not attended 

to, that my intention muft plead my ex- 

cufe. 

This kind of inflammation (I mean the 

eryfipelatous) generally makes its attack 

with naufea, vomiting, flight rigor, heat, 

thirfl, and reftleflnefs. 

The quicknefs of pulfe, and heat of 

fkin, are indications for fome degree of 

evacuation, and indeed fometimes render 

it requifite j but it is a very prevailing 

opinion with many practitioners, that thefe 

evacuations fhould be freely made, and 

frequently repeated : in fhort, that the 

cure of this kind of inflammation is fafe- 

ly to be eifeCted by them ; which is fo 

far from being true, that the practice has 

proved fatal to many. If, for inftance, 

blood be drawn off in fuch quantity, as 

that the patient’s pulfe finks fuddenlyj 

or if his ftrength be confiderably reduced 
by purging, it is no very uncommon 

thing for the inflammation to leave the 

part firft affeCted, and for fuch complaints 

to come on immediately, as foon prove de¬ 

ft ru Clive, and afford no opportunity to re¬ 

pair 
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pair the mifchief, which the evacuation 
has produced. 

When the inflammation is of this kind, 
the quantity of matter formed is fmal], 

compared to the fize and extent of the tu¬ 
mor ; the difeafe is rather a floughy, pu¬ 

trid fate of the cellular membrane, than 
an impoftumation and, therefore, the 

fooner it is opened, the better: if we wait 

for the matter to make a point, we fhall 

wait for what will not happen ; at leaf, 
not till after a confiderable length of time : 

during which, the difeafe in the membrane 

will extend itfelf, and, confequently, the 

cavity of the finus, or abfcefs, be thereby 

greatly increafed. 

When, inftead of either of the prece¬ 

ding appearances, the lkin wears a dufley, 
purplilh-red color; has a doughy, unre- 

ffting kind of feel, and is very little fenfi- 

ble: when thefe circumftances are joined 

with an unequal, faultring kind of pulfe ; 

irregular fhiverings; a great failure of 

ftrength and fpirits, and inclination to 

dofe; the cafe is formidable, and the event 

generally fatal. 

The 
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The habit, in thefe circumftances, Is 

always bad; fometimes from nature, but 

much more frequently from gluttony and 

intemperance. What afii dance art can 

lend, mult be adminidered lpeedily ; every 

minute is of confequence j and it the dif- 

eafe be not dopped, the patient will fink. 

Here is no need for evacuation of any kind; 

recourfe mud be immediately had to me¬ 

dical affidance; the part affedted fhould be 

frequently fomented with hot fpirituous fo¬ 

mentations ; large and deep incidon fhould 

be made into the difeafed part; and the 

applications made to it, fhould be of the 

warmed mod antifeptic kind. 

This alfo is a general kind of obferva- 
tion; and equally applicable to the fame 

fort of difeafe in any part of the body. 

Our ancedors have thought fit to call it in 

fome a Carbuncle, and in others by other 

names; but it is (wherever feated) really 

and truly, a gangrene of the cellular, and 

adipofe membrane : it always implies great 

degeneracy of habit, and, mod commonly, 
ends ill. 

D Stran 
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Strangury, dyfury, and even total 

retention of urine, are no very uncommon 

attendants upon abfcefles forming in the 

neighbourhood of the redtum and bladder; 

more efpecially, if the feat of them be near 

the neck of the latter. 

They fometimes continue from the firft 

attack of the inflammation, until the mat¬ 

ter is formed, and has made its way out¬ 

ward ; and fometimes laft a few hours 

only. 

The two former moft commonly are 

eafily relieved by the lofs of blood, and the 

ufe of gum arabic, with nitre, &c. But 

the laft (the total retention) is, (while it 

continues,) both fatiguing and alarming.— 

They, who have not often feen this cafe, 

generally have immediate recourfe to the 

catheter; and for this, they plead the au¬ 

thority of precept; but the practice is fo 

eflentially wrong, and I have feen fuch 

terrible confequences from it, that I can¬ 

not help entering my proteft againft it, 

r ■ ' * * 

The neck of the bladder, from its vici¬ 

nity to the parts where the inflammation 

is 
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is feated, and from its being involved in 

the fame common membrane, -does cer¬ 

tainly participate, in fome degree, of the 

laid inflammation. This will, in fome 

meafure, account for the complaint; but 

whoever confiders the extremely irritable 

ftate of the parts compoflng that part of the 

urethra, (if I may be allowed fo to call it) 

and will, at the fame time, refledt on the 
amazing and wrell-known effedts of irrita¬ 

tion, will be convinced, that the principal 

part of this complaint arifes from that 

caufe and that the difeafe is, ftridtly fpeak- 

ing, fpafmodic. The manner, in which an 
attack of this kind is generally made; the 

very little diftention, which the bladder 
often luffers; the fmall quantity of urine 

fometimes contained in it, even when the 
* 

iymptoms are moil prefling 5 and the moll 

certain, as well as fafe, method of relieving 

it; all tend to flrengthen fuch opinion \ 

D 2 But 

a Great and acute as the pain is in the neck of the 

bladder, and about the pubes, in a retention of urine, 

it is not greater, nor more acute, than is fometimes felt, 

in the fame parts, by thofe, in whole bladder no urine is 

to be found, and in whom the catheter may he palled 

with very little trouble or refinance. This complaint, 

which 
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Bur whether we attribute the evil to 

inflammation, or to fpafmodic irritation, 

whatever can, in any degree, contribute to 

the exafperation of either, muft be palpa¬ 

bly and manifedly wrong. The violent 

paffage of the catheter through the neck of 

the bladder (for violent in fuch circum- 

ftances it mufc be) can never be right. I 

will not fay, that it never fucceeds; but I 

will fay, that it can hardly ever be proper 

to make the attempt. 

If the inftrument be fuccefsfully intro¬ 

duced, it moil: either be withdrawn as foon 

as the bladder is emptied or it mud be 

left in it: if the former be done, the fame 

caufe of retention remaining, the fame ef¬ 

fect returns; the fame pain and violence 

mud be again fubmitted to under (mod 

likely) increafed difficulties. On the other 

hand, if the catheter be left in the blad¬ 

der, it will often, while its neck is in this 

date, cccafon fuch didurbance, that the 

remedy (as it is called) will prove an exaf¬ 

peration of the difeafe, and add to the evil 

'it 

which I have more than two or three times feen, is truly 

fpafmodic ; and, accordingly, always gives way to opium* 

more efpecially if ufed in the form of glyfter. 
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it is defigned to alleviate : nor is this all; 

for the refiilance, which the parts, while 

in this Hate, make, is fometimes fo great, 

that if any violence be ufed, the inftru- 

ment will make for itfelf a new rout in the 

neighbouring parts, and lay the foundation 

of fueh mifchief, as frequently baffles all 

our art,——An accident, which I have 

known happen to thofe, whofe judgment 

and dexterity have never been doubted. 

The true, fafe and rational method of 

relieving this complaint, is by evacuation 

and anodine relaxation ; this not only pro¬ 

cures immediate eafe, but does, at the fame 

time, ferve another very material purpofe; 

which is that of maturating the abfcefs. 

Lofs of blood is neceffary; the quantity to 

be determined by the ftrength and date of 

the patient: the intefflnes fhould alfo be 

emptied, if there be time for fo doing, by 

a gentle cathartic ; but the mod effectual 

relief will be from the warm bath, or fe- 

micupium, the application of bladders 

with hot water to the pubes and perine¬ 

um ; and, above all other remedies, the in¬ 

jection of glyhers, confifting of warm wa¬ 

ter, oil, and opium. There may have been 

cafes, which have refilled and baffled this 

method 
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method of treatment; but I have never 
met with them. 

& 

On the other hand; I have feen fo great 

and permanent mifchief, from the prema¬ 

ture and indifcreet ufe of the catheter, that 

it would have been better for the patient 
to have funk under the firfl evil, than to 

have lived to experience that variety of mi- 

fery, to which all they are fubjedt, who 

are afflidted with a difeafed, or injured neck 

of the bladder. 

A painful tenefmus is no uncommon 

attendant upon an inflammatory defluxion 
on the parts about the redtum. The fre¬ 
quent ufe of the mufcles, whofe office it is 
to expel from the gut, whatever is trou- 

blefome to it, and by whofe adtion, the 

parts, which make the feat of the difeafe, 
muft be continually compreffed, make 

this, while it lafts, a very difagreeable com- 

If a dofe of rhubarb, joined with a 

warm anodyne, fuch as the conf. mithrid. 

or fuch-like, does not remove it, the in- 

jedtion of thin flarch and opium, or tindt. 

thebaic, is almoft infallible. 

The 
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The bearing-down, as it is called, in 

females, as it proceeds, in this cafe, from 

the fame kind of caufe (viz. irritation) ad¬ 

mits relief from the fame means as the te- 

nefmus. 

In fome habits, an obftinate codivenefs 

attends this kind of inflammation, accom¬ 

panied, not unfrequently, with a painful 

diftention, and enlargement of the hce- 

morrhoidal veflels, both internally and ex¬ 

ternally. While a quantity of hard faeces 

are detained within the large inteflines, the 

whole habit mud; be difordered; and the 
*' ' \ . ... 

lymptomatic fever, which neceflarily ac¬ 

companies the formation of matter, muffc 

be condderably heightened. And while 

the velTels furrounding the redtum (which 

are large and numerous) are didended, all 

the ills proceeding from preffure, inflam¬ 

mation and irritation mud; be increafed. 

This is too obvious, to need any explana¬ 

tion : and it mud be as obvious, that phle¬ 

botomy, laxative glyders, and a low, cool 

regimen mud be the remedies; while a foft 

cataplafln applied externally ferves to relax 

and mollify the fwollen, indurated piles. 
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at the fame time that it haftens the fuppu- 

tion. 

These are, I think, the moil material 

of the complaints, which attend inflam¬ 

matory defluxions, and formations of mat¬ 

ter about the anus and redtum, They are 

indeed moll of them fymptomatic, or ac- 

ceflory to the original difeafe; but they 

are frequently of fuch immediate confe- 

quence to the eafe, and fometimes even to 

the fafety of the perfon afflidled, that they 

require all our attention. Whoever neg- 

ledts or miftreats them, will caufe his pa¬ 

tient to fuffer a great deal of unneceflary 

pain, fatigue, and even hazard: whoever 

attends to, and treats them properly, will 

find that by relieving and appealing thefe 

accidental ills, he will alii 11 the cure of the 

principal complaint, and gain time, inltead 

of lofing it. - 

SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

E T us now confider this difeafes 

I J when the firft fymptoms attending 

the inflammation are gone off; and matter 

is either formed and colie ded, in fuch 

manner as to be fit for a furgeon to give 

dilcharge to it: or, (that opportunity hav¬ 

ing been avoided or neglected), it has bur ft 

through the parts containing it, and has 

made its own way out. 

The different dates and circumftances 

produced either by the collection of this 

matter, or by the manner in which it has 

made its efcape, will neceffarily occafion a 

difference in the manner of treating the 

cafe •, and may, for method-fake, as well 

as for the more perf^diy underftanding the 

true nature of the difeafe, be reduced to 

two general heads; viz. 

i. Th ose, in which the inteftine is not 

at all interefted ■, and, 

E 2. Those,’ 
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2. Those, in which it is either laid 

bare, or perforated. 

Let us fir ft fuppofe the matter to be 

fairly formed ; to have made its point, as 

it is called ; and to be fit to be let out. 

Where fuch point is, that is, where 

the fkin is moft thin, and the fluctuation 

moft palpable, there the opening, moft cer¬ 

tainly, ought to be made. 

Some of our predeceflors, either from a 

fear, which almoft neceflarily accompanies 

the want of anatomical knowledge ; or 

from an awkwardnefs attending the difufe 

of a cutting inftrument; adopted the me¬ 

thod of opening thefe (as well as moft other 

abfcefies) by cauftic. 

With all due deference to authority, 

I will venture to fay, that it is in general 

wrong; and particularly fo in the prefent 

cafe. 

It often gives unneceftary pain ; and it 

produces a lofs of fubftance, and a kind 

of 

« 
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of cicatrix, which is not only uftfeemly, 

but frequently proves a lading inconveni¬ 

ence. 

Some of the patrons of potential fire, 

do, indeed, give a fpecious kind oi reafon 

for its ufe ; viz. that it makes a more large 

and free opening for the difcharge; and 

that, by the time the efchar is feparated, 

the hollow underneath is generally more 

than half filled up. 

In a few, (very few) particular cafes, 

where the deftrudtion of glandular parts 

may become necefiary, after the efchar is 

thrown off, (as in the cafe of venereal 

bubos) there may be feme force in this 

argument ; and cauftics may be found 

ufeful; but in the prefent cafe, and in 

mod others, in which they are freely 

and frequently applied, they appear to 

me to be highly improper; as they necefi- 

farily occafion a lofs of parts, and a kind 

of efchar; which is, in general, an indeli¬ 

ble blemilh, to fay no worfe. And with 

regard to the particular circumdance of 

the hollow being filled almod up, by the 

tune the eichar is feparated, if the fur- 

E 2 geoa 
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geon will drefs an abfcefs, opened by in- 

cifion, in the fame eafy, fuperficial man¬ 

ner, he does one opened by cauftic, he will 

find the confequence to be the fame. But, 

I know not why, a notion has long pre¬ 

vailed, that an abfcefs opened by a knife 

muff be immediately crammed, and fluffed 

with dreffings, while that, on which a 

cauftic has been applied, muff be let alone, 

until the efchar caiis off. Let the one be 

treated as the other is, (and as they both 

ought to be) and the event will be found 

to be alike in each ; excepting this material 

difference in favor of the knife, that it will 

not neceffarily occafion any delfruition of 

parts, lofs of fubftance, nor any deformity, 

which is at all comparable with what muff 

follow the ufe of cauftic. 

In making the opening, the knife, or 

lancet, fhould be palled in deep enough to 

reach the fluid; and, when it is in, the in- 

cifion fhould be continued upward, and 

downward b, in fuch manner as to divide 

all the fkin covering the matter. By thefe 

means, 

b When I fay upward and downward, 1 fuppofe the 

patient to Hand on his feet? with his legs and thighs 

flraight^ 
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means, the contents of the abfcefs will be 

difcharged at once; future lodgment of 

matter will be prevented; convenient room 

will be made for the application of proper 

dreffings; and there will be no neceffity for 

making the incifion in different directions; 

or for removing any part of the fkin com¬ 

peting the verge of the anus. 

Notwithstanding that all thefe coU 

leCtions of matter are generally called by 

the name of Fiftulae, and are all fuppofed 

to affeCt the inteflinum reCtum, yet, it is 

very certain, that the feat of the abfcefs, 

(the place where the matter is formed) is, 

fometimes, at fuch diftance from the gut, 

that it is not at all interefled by it; and 

that none of thefe cafes either are, or can 
be originally fiftulse. 

! 

In this ftate of the difeafe, we have no 

more neceffarily to do with the inteftine, 

than if it was not there; the cafe is to 

be confidered merely as an abfcefs in the 

cel- 

ihaight, and his body leaning forward over a table, or a 

bed ; which pofture gives the faireft view of the parts; 

and puts them into the beft pofition for the operation, as 
well as for the operator. 
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cellular membrane; which will require 

(in the ufual phrafe) to be digefted, in- 

carned, and (if pradicable) healed, with¬ 

out meddling with the redtum in any man¬ 

ner. 

As this is a matter of fome importance 

to the patient, it is worth a little confide- 

ration. 

Suppose an abfcefs formed in the 

neighbourhood of the redtum, which, af¬ 

ter a certain degree of fwelling and in¬ 

flammation, ripens, or comes to a point, 

fomewhere near to the verge of the .anus. 

Suppofe alfo a large and convenient open¬ 

ing to have been made by a Ample inci- 

fion ; the contents of the abfcefs to have 

been thereby difcharged; and a fore or ca¬ 
vity produced, which is, perhaps, confi- 

derable in flze: this cavity is to be filled up 

in fuch manner, as to produce a firm and 

lafting cure. 

The frequent ufe of the term filling up, 

and the generally received opinion, that the 

induration of the parts about is a difeafed 

callofity, appear to me to have been the 
two 



( 31 ) 
two principal fources of error and mifcon- 

du£l in thefe cafes. 
; 

Wherever matter is formed in confe- 

quence of inflammation, it always leaves, 

upon being let out, a proportional hollow, 

and fome degree of induration. The for¬ 

mer of thefe is of different flze, according 

to the quantity of matter; and the latter 
depends both on the degree of previous in¬ 

flammation, and the more or lefs perfect 

fuppuration of the abfcefs. 

The generally received opinion, with re¬ 

gard to thefe two circumflances (hollow 
and hardnefs) is, that the former is caufed 

.entirely by lofs of fubftance j and the lat¬ 

ter (as 1 have already obferved) by difeafed 

alteration in the firucture of the parts. 

The confequence of which opinion is, 

that as foon as the matter is difcharged, the 

cavity is filled and diftended, in order to 

procure a gradual regeneration of flefh; and 

the dreflings, with which it is fo filled, are, 

moft commonly, of the elcharotic kind, in¬ 

tended for the diffolution of hardnefs. 
♦ 

i • 

The 
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The practice is a neceflary confequence 
of the theory. Whoever fuppofes dif- 
eafed callofity, and great lofs of fub- 
ftance, will neceflarily think himfelf ob¬ 
liged to deftroy the former, and to pre¬ 
vent the cavity formed by the latter, from 
filling up too haftily. On the other 

hand, he, who confiders this matter as 
it really is; that is, he, who regards the 
cavity of the abfcefs, as being principally 
the effect of the gradual diftradtion and 
reparation of its fides, with very little 
lofs of fubflance, compared with the fize 
of the faid cavity; and who looks upon 
the induration round about, as nothing 
more than a circumftance which necef- 
farily accompanies every inflammation in 
membranous parts j more efpecially in 
thofe, which tend to fuppuration; will, 
upon the fmalleft reflexion, perceive, that 
the dreffings applied to fuch cavity ought 
to be fo fmall in quantity, as to permit 
nature to accomplifh that end, which £he 
always aims at, as foon as the matter is 
let out : (I mean, the approach of the 
fides of the cavity toward each other :) 
and that fuch fmall quantity of dreffings 

4 ought 



■'/. * 

... ( 33 ) 
ought to confift of materials proper only 

to encourage ealy and gradual fuppura- 

tion. 

. This is a fadt fo obvious to commofi 

fenfe, that it muft appear to every one who 

will coolly and impartially conflder it. 

«f - * ,f- ' v • 

f r «. - Jf 

.What is the part, in which the dif- 

eafe is feated ? and what are the altera- 

tions, which fuch difeafe produces ? The 

part is mere cellular membrane and the 

alteration is obftrudtion and inflammation, 

ending in the formation of matter. But 

do thefe create any new body ? do not 

the fides of the abfcefs hill remain cellu- 
. * jy 

far and adipofe membrane, only inflamed, 

thickned, Kardned,' and rendered puru¬ 

lent ? can fuch alteration require any thing 

more toward refloring the parts to a na¬ 

tural flate, than a free fuppuration froni 

the parts fo altered ? or, can it make ex¬ 

tirpation or deftrudtion neceflary r Moil 

certainly, it cannot. How then is fuppu- 

tation to be produced and maintained ? 

Not by thrufling in fuch applications, as 

by their quantity diftend, and by their qua- 
( 

lity irritate and deftroyj but by drefling 

F 1 lightly 
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lightly,- arid eafily, with fuch as appeafe, 

relax, and foften. 

\ 

Th e fad: is-capable of experiment; and- 

every man who will make it, that is, who 

will try the different methods, and attend 

to the confequences, muff be able to deter¬ 

mine it; unlefs blinded by prejudice, or 

influenced by a worfe motive. 

A moment’s attention to the condud 

©f nature, when left to herfelf, and not in¬ 
terrupted by art, will, perhaps# fet this 
matter in a clearer light. 

When an abfcefs of this kind if'opened 

by a furgeon, the cavity is found propor¬ 

tioned to the contents j and, confequently, 

if the quantity of matter be large, the hol¬ 

low is conflderable. If this hollow be im¬ 

mediately filled with dreflrngs, (of any 

kind) the fides of it- will be kept from ap¬ 

proaching toward each other; or may even 

be farther feparated. But if this cavity be 

not filled-, or have little or no dreffings of 

any kind introduced into it, the fides im¬ 

mediately collapfe j and, coming nearer 

and nearer, do, in a very fhort fpace of 

time. 
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trine, convert a large hollow into a fmall 

finus. And this is alfo conftantly the cafe, 

when the matter, inftead of being let out 

by an artificial opening, efcapes through 

one made by the burfting of the containing 

parts. 

It is indeed true, that this finus will not 

always, (and particularly in the difeafe I am 

now fpeaking of) become perfectly clofe, 

and heal ; but the aim and conduit of na¬ 

ture is not, therefore, the lefsevident; nor 

the hint, which art ought to borrow from 

her, the lefs palpable. 

In this, as in moil other cafes, where 

there are large fores, or confiderable cavi¬ 

ties, a great -deal will depend on the pa¬ 

tient’s habit, and the care that is taken of 

it; if that be good, or if it be properly 

corrected, the burgeon will have very little 

trouble in his choice of drefiinoi'; all that 

lie will have to do, will be, to take care 

that they do not offend either in quantity 

or quality : but if the habit be bad, or in- 

judicioufly treated, he may ufe the whole 

farrago of externals, and only wade his 

own and his patient’s time. 

F 2 In 
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In Ihort, all thefe cafes are, at iirft, mere 

abfcelTes; the confequences of inflamma¬ 

tion, and require no other treatment, than 

what would be proper in the fame kind of 

cafe in all other parts. Some few of them, 

are fo circumftanced, with regard to the 

inteftine, that' it is quite unneceflary to 

meddle with it at all : but whether that be 
* * ' v * ' * * ♦ 4 f* '■ . X' * 

the cafe, or not; whether the diviflon of 

the redtum become a neceflary part in the 

cure, or not; they, moft certainly, do not 

deferve the name of fiftulae; nor require 

that fort of treatment which fiflulaj are faid, 

and thought, to Hand in need of: though, 

by' being from their very firft appearance 

fuppofed to be fuch, they are, frequently, 

by mifmagement rendered truly fiftulous. 

|3y this, (that is, by light, eafy treat¬ 

ment) large abfcelTes, formed in the neigh¬ 

bourhood of the redtum, will fometimes be 
< t <• t * t ■ ■ < 

cured, without any neceflity occurring of 

meddling with the faid gut. But it much 

more frequently happens, that the inteftine, 

although it may not have been pierced, or 

eroded by the matter, has yet been fo 

|iript, or denuded, that no confolidation of 

*■' i ' - ' the 
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fhe finus can be obtained, but by a divifion* 

that is, by laying the two cavities, viz. 

fhat of the abfcefs, and that of the inteftinp, 

into one. 

The neceffity of doing this, may, in 

many cafes, be known by the fargeon, at 
firft j that is, when he opens the abfcef§, 

he may find the inteftine fo bare, and in 
fuch ftate, as plainly to prove, that he will 

not be able to effedt a cure without the 

operation : in other inftances, he may havp 

reafon, at firft, to flatter himfelf with fuc- 

cefs, and be difappointed, 
\ 

When the former is the cafe ; when the 
gut is found to be in fuch ftate, that there 
is no reafon to expedt a cure, without its 
being divided; that operation had better 
(on many accounts) be performed, at the 
time the abfcefs is firft opened, than be de¬ 

ferred to a future one. For if it be done 
» * f r - L 

in the manner, in which, I will venture to 
\ • * 

fay, that it always may, it will add fo lit¬ 
tle to the pain, which the patient muft feel 

by opening the abfcefs, that he will feldom 

be able to diftinguifh the one from the 

Other, either with regard to time or fen fa- 
»- t .V i > ' • * > ■ •' • 

tion : 
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tlon: whereas, if it be deferred, he mud 

either be in continual expectation of a fe- 

cond cutting, or feel one at a time, when 

he does not expeCt it. 

The intention, in this operation, is to 

divide the intedine reCtum, from the verge 

of the anus, up as high as the top of the 

hollow in which the matter was formed ; 

thereby to lay the two cavities of the gut 
and abfcefs into one; and, by means of an 

open, indead of a hollow, or finuous fore, 

to obtain a firm and lading cure. 

Ingenious, mechanical, and whimfical 

c people have often bulled themfelves, in 
inventing indruments for this purpofe: 

the fyringotomy, the cultellus falcatus, the 

probe-razor, &c. have all at times been in 
ufe: feidars alfo of various kinds, both 

draight and crooked, have been employed 

in this operation: the three fird may be 

made to ferve the purpofe very well; but 

to the lad, (the feidars) there is in this, aa 

well 

c The late Mr. Freeke invented an inftrument for this 
purpofe; but it was, upon trial, found to cut the opera- 
tor’s finger, with fo much more certainty than the pa«* 

dent’s inteftine, that it has long been laid afide* 

6 
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tvell as in almoft every operation, in which 

they are frequently ufed, a palpable objec¬ 

tion, viz. that, by pinching at the fame 

time that they cut, they occafion a great 

deal of unneceflary pain. They are, I 

know, in great ufe with many, who, if they 

were deprived of their probe-fciffars, would 

think themfelves incapacitated from doing 

bufinefs; but they are, upon all occalions 

where mere divifion is required, a very bad 

inflrument; they may affifl an aukward, 

or an unfteady hand, but are more fit for a 

farrier, than for a furgeon. 

In all chirurgic operations, the inftru- 

ment made ufe of cannot be too fimple, nor 

too keen; and, if pofiible, Ihould never be 

out of the fight, or the direction of the finger 
©f the operator; and, whenever it is, (as mufl 

fometimes neceflarily be the cafe) it is liable 

to fome degree of uncertainty. Scifl'ars in¬ 
troduced into the reftum are always in this 

predicament j and are, therefore, (as well as 

on account of their pinching quality,) bad. 

The curved, probe-pointed knife, with 

a narrow blade, I have always found to be 
0 

the moft ufeful and handy inllrument of 

any: 
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any. 'fhia introduced into the finus, while 

the furgeon’s fore-finger is in the inteflinb, 

will enable him to divide all that can ever 

require divifion; and that with lefs pain to 

the patient, with more facility to the opera¬ 

tor, as well as with more certainty and ex¬ 

pedition than any other inflrument whatever. 

If there be no opening in the intefline, the 

fmallefl degree of force will thrufl the point 

of the knife through, and thereby make 

one: if there be one already, the fame point 

will find and pafs through it. In either cafe, 

it will be received by the finger in ano• will 

thereby be prevented from deviating; and, 

being brought out by the faid finger, niuft 
neceffarily divide all that is between the 
edge of the knife, and the verge of the anus': 

that is, muft, by one fimple incifion,’ (which 

is made in the fmallefl fpace of time ima¬ 

ginable) lay the two cavities of the fin us; 
and of the intefline, into one. 

Authors make a very formal diflinc- 

tion, between thofe cafes in which the in¬ 

tefline is pierced by the matter, and thofe 

in which it is not: but although this di- 

flindlion may be ufeful, when the different 

Hates of the difeafe are to be defcribed, 
\ 

■ yet 
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yet in practice, when the operation of di¬ 

viding the gut becomes neceffary, fuch di- 
ffindion is of no confequence at all; it 

makes no alteration in the degree, kind, or 

quantity of pain, which the patient is to 

feel; the force required to puSh the knife 

through the tender gut, is next to none; 

and, when its point is in the cavity, the 

cafes are exactly fimilar. 

This is the only operation, which (in 

the circumftances under our prefent consi¬ 

deration) ever can be neceffary : and this 

appears to me, to be the fafeft, eafieff, 

and moil expeditious method of perform¬ 

ing it. 

I know, that it is contrary to the opi¬ 

nion and practice of many; who think that 

the removal of fome part, both of the in- 

teftine, and of the verge of the anus, is ne¬ 

ceffary in thefe cafes : but long and repeated 

experience has convinced me of the con¬ 

trary ; and I Shall, in the next fedion, have 

occafion to fpeak more particularly to that 

Immediately after the operation, a 

foft dofiil of fine lint Should be introduced 

G (from. 
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(from the redum) between the divided lips 

of the inciiion ; as well to reprefs any flight 

haemorrhage, as to prevent the immediate 

re-union of the faid lips; and the reft of the 

fore fhould be lightly drefled with the fame. 

This firft dreffing Ihould be permitted to 

continue, until a beginning fuppuration ren¬ 

ders it loofe enough to come away eaftly; 

and all the future ones fhould be as light, 

foft, and eafy as poflible; confifting only 
of fuch materials, as are likely to promote 

kindly and gradual fuppuration. The ftdes 
of the abfcefs are hard; the incifion muftne- 

celfarily, for a few days, be inflamed ; and 

the difcharge will, for fome time, be difco- 
lored, and gleety : this induration, and this 
fort of difcharge, are often miftaken for figns 

of difeafed calloflty, and undifcovered finuf- 

fes; upon which prefumptions, efcharotics 

are freely applied, and diligent fearch is 

made for new hollows: the former of thefe 

mod commonly increafe both the hardnefs 

and the gleet; and by the latter new finufles 

are fometimes really produced. Thefe oc- 

caflon a repetition of efcharotics, and, per- 

. haps, of incilions; by which means, cafes, 

which, at firft, and in their own nature, 

were Ample, and eafy of cure, are rendred 

complex and tedious. 
That 
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That this is the truth, without exag¬ 

geration, is well known to many; and 

whoever will look over the writings of fome 

of our immediate predeceffors, or even of 

fome of cotemporaries, will find, that, im¬ 

mediately after pinching and flipping the 

gut with fciffars, we are directed to fill the 

incifions with lint; and, after having di- 
ftended the cavity by fuch means, to drefs, 

in future, with fuch medicines, as, though 

ufed under the fpecious names of digeflives, 

detergents, do really inflame and irri¬ 

tate the parts, to which they are applied, 

and retard, inftead of encouraging, a kindly 
fuppuration. 

Among thefe, the mercurius praecipitatus 
ruber ftands principal: this feems to have 

been the great external fpecific of moft of our 

immediate predeceffors, and to have been 

ufed by them, for the very different purpo- 

fes of deftrudion and reftoration: with this, 

either in dry powder, or mixed with un¬ 

guent, the tents, pledgits, &c. with which 

they dreffed thefe fores, were fpread or era- 

bued; with this they dreffed the recently- 

divided lips of the wound in the inteftine; 

G 2 and 
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and with this they filled the whole cavity 

of the abfcefs. 

That the fame pradtice fill too much 

prevails, they, who pleafe, may be con¬ 

vinced d. 

I would beg leave to aflc any patron of 

this method of dreffing, what he would fay 

to a man, who fhouid order a large tent, 

well charged with precipitate, to be thru ft 

up the undivided, unwounded redtum of a 

perfon, who, from any caufe whatever, had 

an inflammatory defluxion on the hcemor- 

rhoidal veffels, and infide of the faid gut ? 

Would he not fay, that fuch tent would 

prove a fatiguing, inflaming fuppofitory ? 

and would he not be right in faying fo ? 

Is then the redlum rendred lefs fenfible, and 

lefs irritable, by being wounded ? Or, can 

that very application, which proves a pain¬ 

ful ftimulus to a gut not divided, become 

an eafy digeftive to one that is ? If any man 

thinks 

d Mr. De la Faye fays—tc Si les chairs s’elevent trap, 

&i£ on les confumera avec la pierre infernale;” and in 

many books of reputation the butyrum antimonii, the 

trochifci e minio, the pul vis angelicus5 are prefcribed 

for frequent ufe. 
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thinks that it will, I would advife him to 

make the experiment on himfelf j and I 

would then appeal to the tedimony of his 

own unprejudiced fenfations. 

In fhort, to quit reafoning, and fpeak 

to fad: only. In the great number of thefe 

cafes, which mud have been in St. Bar- 

tholomew’s-Hofpital, within thefe ten or 

twelve years, I do aver, that I have- not 

met with one, in the circumdances before 

defcribed, that has not been cured by mere 

Ample diviAon, together with light, eafy 

dreffings: and that I have not, in all that 

time, ufed, for this purpofe, a Angle grain 
of precipitate, or of any other efcharotic. 

• • * - - : • 7 - -Si - * t , 

Why is it, that we hear fo much of 

miracles performed by the pade of one 

quack ? and by the injedions, oils, and 

balfams of others ? when we all know, that 

there is nothing fpeciAc for the cure of this 

difeafe in their compofitions : and, when 

we alfo know, that the venders of thefe 

remedies are people, whofe ignorance in 

matters of phyAc and furgery is below all 
notice. 

3 
i That 
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That thefe cures are much more fre¬ 

quently talked of than made, I well know; 

but that fome few people, who have been 

long and unfuccefsfully treated by fur- 

geons, have got either well, or better, un¬ 

der the very negligent management of fome 

of thefe quacks, is an inconteftable truth : 

and very ftrange it is, that we do not fee 

I 

/ ’ 

Fas ejl et ab hojie doceri:—■ 

The truth is j that, while we are look¬ 

ing for what thefe people do, we (if I may 

be allowed the phrafe) overlook what they 

do not do. It is true, we cannot find any 

fpecific quality in the ftrange jumble of in¬ 

gredients which they put into their inter¬ 

nal remedies j nor any particularly-fanative 

one in their injections, ballams, &c. and, 

therefore, are furprized at even the few in- 

flances of their fuccefs but ftill overlook 

the one fingle circumftance, by which the 

good is produced. 

It is, and ever mull be, a firft princi¬ 

ple in quackery, to difapprove and con¬ 

demn 
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demn whatever has been done before, be 

it right, or be it wrong: and it is alio ne- 

celTary for quacks, to avoid all connection 

with thofe who are called Regular Practi¬ 

tioners i as well in order to have the foie 

management of the patient, as to avoid 

infpeCtion. 

For thefe reafons, they always order all 
former dreffings to be immediately thrown 

alide, and difufed; and, not having in ge¬ 

neral ingenuity enough, even to feem to 

apply others, with any degree of judgment 

or dexterity, they make ufe of a mere fu- 

perficial platter, ointment, or injection: 

that is, without intending any fuch thing, 

upon an honeft, or a rational principle, 

they, for want of knowing what to do 

properly, leave the conduCt of the fore to 

nature; who, when the impediment of 

dreffings, (which often offend either in 

quantity or quality) are removed, will do 

much more than her too officious affiftants 
believe. 

That the very few cures, which we 

have heard fo much of, are produced in 

this manner, I am convinced ; and fo I am, 

that many of thofe, which are thought, by 

feveral 

4 
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ieveral practitioners, to have been brought 

about by a multiplicity of dreffings, cram¬ 

med in tight, and endeavoured to be kept 

fo, by all the caution of comprefs and ban¬ 

dage, are very frequently effected by the 

condant and generally fuccefsful endeavours 
of nature, to thrud them forth again: or, 

at lead, fo to difplace them, that (he gra¬ 

dually gets opportunities of doing her own 

bufinefs, in fpite of the impediments of 

art. The bulinefs of good furgery, is to 

afiid nature j but (lie will, fometimes, get 

the better even of the word. 

TJfque recurret, 

Et mala perrumpet furtim fajlidia viSlrix. 

SECT. Y. 

/ I 

IN the preceding Section, I have fup- 

pofed the matter of the abfcefs to have 

been formed, and collected; but dill to 

have been contained within the cavity, un¬ 

til let out from thence by an incifion. 

I AM 
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I am now to confider it, as having made 

its own way out, without the help of art. 

This hate of the difeafe is alfo fubjedt to 

fome variety ot appearance; and thefe dif¬ 

ferent appearances have produced, not only 

a multiplicity of appellations, but a ground- 

lefs fuppofition alfo, of a variety, of effen- 

tially different circumfiances. 

When a difcharge of the matter by in- 

cifion is too long delayed, or negledted, it 

makes its own way out, by burfling the 

external parts fomewhere near to the fun¬ 

dament ; or by eroding, and making a hole 

through the intefUne into its cavity; or 

fometimes by both. In either cafe, the 

difcharge is made fometimes by one ori¬ 

fice only, and fometimes by more. Thofe, 

in which the matter has made its efcape by 

one or more openings, thro’ the fun only, 

are called blind, external fiftulas; thofe, in 

in which the difcharge has been made into 

the cavity of the intefline, without any ori¬ 

fice in the fcin, are named blind, internal; 

and thofe, which have an opening both 

through the fkin, and into the gut, are cal¬ 

led complete fiftulse., 

H This 
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Th is is the language of all writers, as I 

have already obferved : and thus, all thefe 

cafes are deemed fiftulous, when hardly any 

of them ever are fo j and none of them ne- 

eeflarily. They are ftill mere abfcefles, 

which have burfl without the help of art; 

and, if taken proper and timely care of, 

will require no fuch treatment, as a true 

fiftula may pofiibly hand in need of. 

The moft frequent of all, are what arc 

called the blind, external; and the com¬ 

plete. The method, whereby each of 

thefe flates may be known, is, by intro¬ 

ducing a probe into the finus by the orifice 

in the fkin, while the fore-finger is within 

the redtum: this will give the examiner an 

opportunity of knowing exadtly the true 

hate of the cafe, with all its circumftan- 

ces. 

Whether the cafe be what is called a 

complete fiftula, or not j that is, whether 

there be an opening in the fkin only, or 

one there, and another in the inteftine, the 

appearance to the eye is much the fame. 

Upon difcharge of the matter, the exter¬ 

nal fwelling fubfides, and the inflamed co¬ 
lor 
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lor of the fkin difappears; the orifice, which 

at firfl: was floughy and foul, after a day or 

two are paft becomes clean, and contrafts 

in fize but the difcharge, by fretting the 

parts about, renders the patient ftill un- 

eafy, 
\ 

As this kind of opening feldom proves 

fufficient for a cure, (though it fometimes 

does) the induration, in fome degree, re- 

mains; and if the orifice happens not to be 

a depending one, fome part of the matter 

lodges, and is difcharged by intervals, or 

may be prefied out by the fingers of an ex¬ 

aminer. The difeafe, in this ftate, is not 

very painful; but it is troublefome, nafty, 

and offenfive: the continual difcharge of a 

thin kind of fluid from it, creates heat, and 

caufes excoriation in the parts about; it 

daubs the linen of the patient; and is, at 

times, very foetidthe orifice alfo fome¬ 

times contrafts fo, as not to be fufficient 

for the difcharge; and the lodgment of the 

matter then occafions frefh disturbance. 

«» 

The means of cure propofed, and praq- 

tifed, by our anceftors, were three, viz, 

qatiftic, ligature, and incifion. 
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The intention, in each of thefe, is the 

fame, viz. to form one cavity of the finus and 

inteftine,by laying the former into the latter. 

Fear of haemorrhage, in making a large 

divifion of parts, and a delign to deflroy cal- 

lofity, gave rife to the ufe of cauftics, for this 

purpofe: by the introduction of them in dif¬ 

ferent forms and manners into the finus, 

that part of the inteftine, which divides its 

cavity from that of the abfcefs, is intended 

to be deftroyed : and, thereby, the propofed 

end, of making one cavity of the two, is to 

be accomplifhed; while, at the fame time, 

the fuppofed callofity is to be wafted. For 

this purpofe, fome of the molt fatiguing and 

painful efcharotics have been prefcribed and 

ufed : the pulvis angelicus, the lapis infer- 

nalis, and troches and paftes made with fub- 

limate, arfenic, &c. But the method is fo 
cruel, fo tedious, and fo inexpert, that, I 

hope, it is, by this time, totally out of 

ufe : it was founded in error, tends only to 

mifchief; and I will not wafte the reader’s 

time, in faying any thing more about it*. 
. V . The 

* Doctor Daniel Turner, who praftifed furgery with¬ 

in thefe few years, ufed this method in its full extent. In 

his 
2 AJ . „ 

i 



The terror, which a cutting instrument 

neceflarily carries with it; the fear of a flux 

of blood from fome considerable veflels, 

together with a Strange, nonfenfical opi¬ 

nion, that a gradual divifion of the parts 

was followed by a more found cure, than 

an immediate one by cutting, produced the 

coarfe, unhandy method by ligature. The 

manner of ufing it was this. A probe, or 

needle, (according to the complete, or in¬ 

complete, State of the fuppofed fiflula) ar¬ 

med 
v % 

his works may be found* an account of his forming tents 

of the trochifci e minio; and thrufting them into the fi¬ 

lms, there to remain till they had produced a fufficient 

efchar. In the fame writer are accounts of ftrong probe- 

fciflars, made to cut through parts of confiderable thick- 

nefs ; and where the external orifice was at a great di- 

ftance from the anus : and of an iron fcoop, made (to 

ufe the Do&or’s Own words) like a cheefe-monger’s 

tafter, to be thruft up the reclum, and affift in the divi~» 

fion of it. What ideas this gentleman had of the difeafe, 

or of human fenfation, I cannot imagine. The fame 

gentleman, (peaking of the ufe of this iron fcoop, tells 

us, that when he ufed it on one particular patient, the 

man thought that the Doctor was only thrufting up the 

dreffings. It is no difficult matter to conceive, what kind 

of dreffings this man muft have been accuftomed to, who 

could not diftinguifti between the application of them , and 

the thrufting up an iron fcoop. 
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med with a ftrong ligature, was introdu¬ 

ced, either naked or in a cannula, by the 

orifice in the buttock, and brought out at 

the anus by the operator’s finger: when 

that was done, the two ends of the faid li¬ 

gature were tied together, in fuch manner, 

and at fuch repeated times, as, by degrees, 

to cut through all that was between its 

loop, and its knot; that is, all that part 

of the inteftine, which was next to the 

finus. 

Among writers on this fubjeCt, will be 

found very formal directions, about the 

proper time of the year for performing this 

operation j as well as concerning the pro¬ 

per materials wherewith to make the li¬ 

gature. But as the whole operation is, on 

every principle of eafe, expedition, fafety, 

or certainty, unfit for practice, it would be 

an abufe of the reader’s patience to dwell 

any longer upon itf. 

► . s 

The 

f See Celfus, whofe account of the method by liga¬ 
ture has been followed by moft of the writers fince.— 
6 In has dsmiffo fpecillo, ad ultimum ejus caput incidi 

41 cutis 
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The third method is that by incilion. 

I have already given my opinion, on 

what appears to me to be the beffc and mod 
proper method of dividing the inteftine, in 

the cafe of a collection of matter formed 

juxta anum. 

The intention to be aimed at by inci- 
fion, in the prefent cafe, is exaCtly the 
fame, and (I think) ought to be executed 

in the fame manner. I never faw, that any 
other kind of operation was neceiTary j I 
have not, for many years, performed any 
other j and I do not recoiled a Angle in- 
flance, in which it has failed to produce a 
cure, in fuch cafes as were curable by any 
means. 

cutis debet; dein novo foramine fpecillum educi lino 

** fequente; quod in aliam ejus partem, ob id ipfum per- 

foratam, conje£tum fit: ibilinum apprehendendum, li- 

*c gandumque cum altero capite eft ; ut laxe cutem, quae 

<£ fuper fiftulam eft, teneat: idque'linum debet efle cru- 

dum, & duplex, triplexve, fic tortum ut unitas in eo 

<£ fa£h fit* Interim autem licet negotia agere, ambulare, 

** kvare, cibum capere, perinde atque faniffirac,5 gee* 

I 
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If, therefore, I intended to give my own 

opinion merely on this fubje<ft, I fhould fay, 

that the fame divifion of the inteftine, and 

with the fame inftrument, is all that is re¬ 

quired ; and, referring my reader back to the 

preceding fedfion, fhould give him no far¬ 

ther trouble on this head. But as I find my 

fentiments in this matter are fomewhat dif¬ 

ferent from thofe of many, I mull; beg leave 

to be indulged in the ufe of a few words. 

I have faid, that in whatever manner, 
or with whatever inftrument, the inteftine 
be divided, the intention is the fame, viz. 
to lay the cavity of the abfcefs into that of 
the gut; and, thereby, to convert a hol¬ 
low finuous fore, into an open one; pre¬ 
venting, by the fame means, the future 
lodgment of matter, and giving room for 

the application of proper dreflings. 

The two cafes (a colle&ion of matter, 

and a finus) feem to me to require exactly 

the fame treatment j and I have never 

found it fail, of being equally fuccefsful 

in both } that is, I never found, that the 

matter, having found its own way out, 
made 
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made any other operation on the gut, ex¬ 
cept the mere fimple divifion, at all ne- 
ceflary. 

But it is faid, and that by authors to 

whom great regard is due, that this is not 

all that is requifite, efpecially in the prefent 

circumftances; that this will not produce a 

cure, or aflure luccefs; that mere divifion 

of the inteftine is not fufficient; and that, 

unlefs we cut out, remove, and extirpate a 

portion both of the faid inteftine, and of 

the fkin conftituting what is called the 

verge of the anus, a firm and lafting cure 

will not follow. 

Thi s is the do&rine of writers of emi- 
a » • s. • »• # # ?■ * ® fit 

nence, and the practice of a large body of 

furgeons. 

When I have mentioned the names of 

Chefelden, De la Faye, and Le Dran, I 
need not cite any others of lefs note. The 
firft of thefe was a gentleman,' whofe re¬ 
putation in his profefiion was great; the 

two latter are in as high character now in 
France. The influence of thefe upon their 

readers muft be conftderable; and, there¬ 
fore, it becomes a matter of the more im- 

I portance, 
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portance, that their dodtrine be juft and 

defenfble. 

The methods which thefe gentlemen 

have propofed, and which have been by 

many adopted, are fomewhat different from 

each other: but do all tend to the fame 
purpofe; are all calculated to prevent ima¬ 

ginary evils; and are all produdtive of real 

ones. 

That I may not be thought to have 
done, or to have intended, any injury to 

thefe gentlemen by mifreprefentation, I 

fhall take the liberty of quoting their 
words. 

Mr. Chefelden, in the laft -edition of his 

anatomy, fays,—“ The true fiftula runs 

“ between the mufcular and inner coat of 

<£ the rectum: it is cured, by opening it 

“ the whole length into the cavity of the 

“ gut: but it is yet better, if it can be 

“ done, to extirpate all that is fiftulous and 

“ fcirrhous; for that is a fare way, to 

te make one operation perfedt the cure.” 
I * , 

% 

0 • * v * 

In his obfervations published at the end 

©f Mr. Gataker’s tranflation of Le Dran’s 

fur- 
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furgery, Mr. Chefelden defcribes a method 

of his own inventing, by the introduction 

of one blade of a pair of polypus-forceps 

into the finus, and of the other into the 

rectum. By which means, a certain por¬ 

tion of the inteftine is held faft, between 

the chops of the inftrument, in order to be 

cut out with the fciffars. 

After having given an explanation of a 

plate, defigned to reprefent the forceps in¬ 

troduced in fuch a manner, as to hold the 

piece of inteftine fail, he adds,—“ I for- 

“ merly cut out a pyramidal piece in the 

tc manner here defcribed; but I find this 

“ way with the forceps much more con- 

<c venient, and more eafy to be execu- 

“ ted.” - 
i • ' * • * •, ( 

How much this method may be prefe¬ 

rable to that, which Mr. Chefelden ufed to 

praftife, I know not; but i will venture to 

fay, that this more eafy method is horridly 

painful, is operofe, and abfolutely unne- 

ceflary towards obtaining a cure. 

The wound, that is, the orifice of the 
v 

finus in the buttock, is, by Mr. ChefelcC.n’s 

direction, to be firft dilated with a fponge- 

I 2 tent. 
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tent} then one of the blades of a pair of 

large polypus-forceps is to be thruft up the 

finus, while the other within the inteftine 

pinches it between them •, and then, this 

piece fo pinched is to be fnipped out by 

the repeated attacks of a pair of fciffars. 

A very tedious, and very painful, operation 

this muft neceffarily be; and, by Mr. Che- 

felden’s own account, not always fuccefs- 

ful: for, although he does fay,—44 The 

44 operation being thus performed, I have 

44 never found wanting a fecond cutting:” 

yet, he immediately adds,—44 If, after this 

44 operation, there is ftill an internal dif- 

44 charge into the gut, it may be an ufeful 

44 ifl'ueand continue the benefit which 

44 nature defigned by the difeafeg. We 

44 fhould alfo be very careful not to perform 

54 it, when the patient is troubled with 

, 44 the 
• » f «• -• - * 

_ v 

s This is a method 6f making an ifiue, to which few 

people would (I believe) chufe to fubmit: efpecially, If 

they confider, that they might have enjoyed all the be¬ 

nefit of it, without any operation at all; merely by 

leaving their difeafe to nature. The fame gentleman, 

fpeaking of the intefline re£ium, tells us, that he once 

applied a cauftic lengthways on the infide of the inverted 

gut, to cure a prolapfus: and adds, that it proved fLu> 

cefsfuL This I am almoft forry for; left Mr. Chefel- 

den’s authority fhould tempt any other perfon to mike 

rite fame attempt. 
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** the piles; fori have known one, in that 

« cafe, bleed to death.” 

It would be no difficult matter, to make 

great objections to this method of operating, 

even if the one thing intended by it was ne- 

peffary j I mean, the extirpation of a por¬ 

tion of the reCtum: this end might, cer¬ 

tainly, be obtained by eafier means: but, as 
that is not the cafe, as fuch extirpation ap¬ 

pears to md to be totally unneceffary, I {hall 

hot enter into it. 
. r * I .. . v -V , r.: *:• ;• •: • ' * ’ \ f , . 

; ! \ ■ ' 1 . v •’ i - • • • *• 

Mr. De la Faye, a practitioner and wri¬ 

ter of eminence in France, and a gentleman 

to whom the chirurgic world is much in- 

debted, is a warm patron of the practice of 

cutting away both a part of the inteftine, 

and of the fkin compofing the verge of the 

anus. After the external incifion neceffiary 

for letting out the matter has been made, 

he fays,—“ Si le pus a fait un progres con- 

sc iiderable du cote de la feffe, on y fera 

“ une autre incifion, qui tombera perpen- 

“ diculairement fur l’incilion longitudinalej 

<( on coupera les angles formez par ces in- 

<( cifions, pour rendre l’exterieur de la playe 

“ plus large que le fond, & pour panfer 

“ plus aifement.” * If the matter has ex- 

“ tended 

I 
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* tended itfelf confiderably toward the but- 

* tock, another inciiion fhould be made, 

* in fuch manner as to crofs the former; 

* the angles formed by which incifions 

‘ fhould be cut away •, as well to render 

* the external part of the wound larger 

* than the internal; as to give room for 

* the more convenient application of dref- 
* lings to the fore.’ 

• • • <-• ' ' *v ^ <r -t 

/ ; v. . * « .t .. ' < . * ~ V. w ■« 

If Mr. De la Faye had ever, in his own 

perfon, had the misfortune to experience 

the inconvenience arifing from the lofs of 

fkin near to the fundament j or had he at¬ 

tended to that which it produces to thofe, 

who, either from choice, or neceffity, ride 

or walk much, I am inclined to believe he 

would have been more fparing of it. 
■ ■ - . ■ t '' * "* 

i.. a.. -.<* v,: ** lyj 

For the firft three or four days, this kind 

of inciiion does, certainly, render the appli¬ 

cation of dreffings more convenient; be- 

caufe the wound is thereby confiderably in- 

larged ; but, as foon as digeftion has foft- 

ned the edges of the fingle perpendicular 

inciiion, that difference ceafes; and the 

dreffings may be applied with equal facility 

to the one as to the other. 
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After this period is part, the difference 

between the two is, indeed, much more 

confiderable; the cutting away the angles, 

adding not a little to the length of time re- 

quifite for a cure; rendring the fore much 

larger, and more troublefome and fub- 

jedting the patient, very often, to great in¬ 
convenience, arifing from the kind of cica¬ 

trix which it neceffarily produces. 

Mr. De la Faye, after having deferibed 

the manner of paffing the probe, or the ful- 

cated director, in order to make a fimple lon¬ 
gitudinal divifion of the inteftine, adds,-— 

“ On ne fe contente pas aujourdhui de cou- 

*{ per la fiftule entre les deux extremite's du 

** ftilet; on fait une incifion qui renferme 

“ dans fon circuit ces deux extremites : et 

“ par le moyen de laquelle, en les tirant en 

“ meme temps, on emporte toute la Mule, 

IC qui fe trouve com me embrochee dans 

“ l’anfe formee par cette inftrument: h on. 

fait 
«• 

h It might be fuppofed, from the manner in which this 

is delivered, that the method was a modern invention: 

whereas it is, on the contrary, a very old one. Guido’s 

defeription of it, is, as follows.—Penetrantes fiftula? 

(fecundum Rhazin) non fanantur, nifi cum ligatione* 
et extra&ione cum falce. 

Modus 

J 
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** fait cnfuite a la partie inferieure de la 

“ playe, une incilion, qui fert comme de 

goutiere a la fuppuration.” * The pre- 

* fent practitioners do not content them- 

* felves, with merely dividing the finus; 

* but, making ufe of the probe as a kind 

* of loop, they pull the parts towards 

* them; 
■ i . 

Modus inciflonis cum falce eft, quod extrahatur cum 

ci chordula immifla extra quantum pofiibile erit intefti- 

num comprehenfum per ipfam chordulam ; et poft in- 

iC tromittendum inftrumentum pofitum ab Albucafi bene 

4C fcindens; totum illud, quod comprehenfum eft cum 

chordula fcindatur; ita, quod chordula expediatur.” 

Guido. 

So alfo Brunus, having defcribed the method by liga¬ 

ture, goes on to that by incifion. 
Operatio autem fecundi modi eft, ut non ftringatur 

<c fpacus [the ligature] ficut narratum eft ad incidendas 

carnes, fed ligentur tantum ipfius extremitates fimul, 

4C et ut fit ifte fpacus fortior et groffior illo qui carnes irj- 

<c cidit: deinde extende fpacum cum una manuurn. tua- 

<c rum verfus exteriora, et cum altera manu tua incide 

i6 illas carnes quae funt inter illas duas extremitates fpaci, 

ct cum inftrumento cutvae extremitatis.” 

This is exadlly, what is now by fome called, Cutting 

upon the Wire ; and I have feen, in the hands of a very 

ingenious gentleman, a Angle inftrument, very capable 

of executing all this purpofe ; that is, of cutting out ten 

times as much as can ever be neceflary. 

The fame account is to be found in Lanfranc, Roge- 

rius, and moft of the old writers 5 who, in this, as in 

molt other inftances, have done little more than merely 

copy each other. 
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c them; and then, by a free and aimed: 

‘ circular incifion, cut out the whole fiftu- 

* la; after which, they make fuch an in- 

‘ cilion in the lower part, as may belt ferve 

‘ the purpofe of a free dilbharge of mat- 

‘ ter.’ 

This method, as far as regards the mere 

operation, is, certainly, preferable to that 

with the forceps and fcilfars 3 but it pro¬ 

duces the fame deftrudtion of parts, and the 

fame future inconveniencies: like that, it 

is built upon a fuppofition, that fuch a re¬ 

moval of parts is necelfary toward a cure ; 

and, therefore, like that, hands upon a fup- 

pofttion which is not true. 

The fame gentleman, in another para¬ 

graph, admits, that this method of opera¬ 

ting is not proper in certain circumftances; 

(which circumftances cannot, poffibly, ren¬ 

der the dileafe ealier of cure); and, in fuch 

cafe, advifes the mere longitudinal fedtion 

of the gut.-—" Neanmoins, le canal fiftu- 

*'• ftuleux pourroit etre ft profond, ou le 

“ trou exterieur de la fiftule dans un lieu 

“ de la fefte ft eloigne du fondement, qu’en 

faifant l’operation de la maniere qu’on 

ee vient de decrire, on emporteroit une trop 

K te grande 
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ie grande portion de la fubftance. En cc 

cas on ouvre fur une fonde canelee la fi- 
■ ’ 1■ 1 1 

f? flule dans fa longueur, &c. f Neverthe- 
r f O « ' V ■„ 1’ . 

f lefs, the fiftulous hollow may be fo deep j 

? or the external orifice in the buttock at 

f fuch difiance from the anus, that, if the 

# operation be performed in the manner 

f juft defcribed, it would occafion too large 

f a lofs of fubftance. In this cafe, the finus 

f rauft be opened lengthways by means of 

? a grooyed director.’—?—Mr. De la Faye 

does not, indeed, fay, in exprefs terms, that 

this longitudinal divifion will be fufficient 
for a cure; but, I will venture to fay for 

him, that I know, from repeated experi¬ 
ence, that it will. The obfervation, there¬ 

fore, which this gentleman has made, con¬ 
cerning the lofs of fubftance, is not only 

juft, and true in itfelf; but it is alfo an ob¬ 

fervation, which, if properly attended to, 

will lead to a truth, which he does not feem 

to have been fufficiently apprized of| which 

is, that every operation of this fort, (that is, 

every extirpation of parts,) is unneceftary, 

and therefore wrong. L-arge hollows, in 

which confiderable quantities of rqatter 

jfaye been formed; whofe extent, with re¬ 

gard tp the inteftine, is deep; and whofe 

giqfice is in fhe buttock, at a diftance from 



the atius, have always more induration about 
them, and difcharge a larger quantity of 

gleet, than thofe which are fmaller, more 

fhallow, and thinner; and whofe matter 
has burft its way out, by an opening near 

to the fundament. If the former then are 

curable, by a mere longitudinal divifxon of 

the inteftine, without excifion, which Mr, 

De la Faye, by his prefcription., in fome 

meafure allows; (and which is a truth be¬ 

yond contradiction or conteft) furely extir¬ 

pation tnuft be unneceffary in the latter. It 

can hardly be fuppofed, that nature will be 

able to do more in cafes attended with in- 

creafed difficulties, and impediments, than 

in thofe, where every circumftanee is more 

favourable, every hindrance lefs. And yet, 
whoever cuts away a portion of the inteftine 
in the latter; and omitting, or not perform¬ 

ing, fuch operation in the former, finds, 
that they will do well without it, muft rea- 

ion in that manner, and (hut his eyes againft 
conviction. - 

Mr. De la Kaye is, indeed, fenfible of 

the ill confequences, which fuch treatment 

produces, and has endeavoured to guard 

again ft them as well as he can$ but who¬ 

ever has been fo unfortunate, as to have 

K 2 been 
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been fo treated, knows, that all thefe pre¬ 

cautions are, in general, ineffectual: his 

words are,——“ Lorfqu’on a coupe dans 

“ Foperation une portion conliderable du 

“ bord de l’anus, & que les chairs com- 

“ mencent a remplir le vuide, il faut met- 

<e tre dans l’ouverture de cette partie une 

“ tente, un peu courte, qui en empe- 

<e chant le retreciffement lui conierve fon 

“ diametre.”—4 When a conliderable por- 

‘ tion of the verge of the anus has been 

‘ cut away in the operation, and new fie ill 

4 begins to fill up the void fpace, a fhort 
4 tent fhould be introduced into the part, 

4 in order to hinder the fundament from 

‘ contracting in its diameter f—but which 

it will often do, in fpite of all the tents in 

the world. 

I . 1 ' * 

Mr. Le Dran, a writer and practitioner 

of confideiable figure in Paris, and whofe 

works have been tranflated into Englifh by 

Mr. Gataker, is very particular with regard 
to this diieafe, and the method of treating 

it; and is alfo an advocate for this ex- 

fa nding fcheme, even more than Mr. De 

la Faye. 

This 



This gentleman ufes the term fiftula, 

without any regard to the date of the dif- 

eafe j or any attending circumftances, ex¬ 

cept the common and almofl neceffary ap¬ 

pearances, when an abfcefs of this kind has 

been buffered to burfl, viz. a fmall orifice, 

fome degree of induration, and a difcharge 

of fiscal matter : all which are circumflan- 
ces, that neceffarily accompany every ab¬ 

fcefs formed in the neighbourhood of, and 

piercing, the redtum : and this, at the very 

firfl hour, full as much as at any time af¬ 

ter. So that, according to this manner of 

ufing the term, an abfcefs fo circumftan- 
ced, and a fiflula, are fynonimous: which, 

I apprehend, cannot be, without confound¬ 

ing together two things materially and ef- 
fentially different from each other. He 

fays,-“ Je vois un petit trou a cote de 

££ l’anus, je fens des callofites autour, et je 

“ vois fortir par ce trou une affez grande 

“ quantite de pus; je con cl us que c’efl: une 

<£ Mule qui peut-etre intereffe 1’ inteflin 

“ redtum. Je vois fortir par ce trou un 

“ peu de matiere flercorale delaye'e; ou 

££ bien le malade me dit, qu’il en forte 

“ quelquefois; je ne doute plus que le 

“ boyau ne .foit perce; et je dis que c’efl 
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ie un fiftule complette.”—* When I fee a 

* fmall orifice by the fide of the anus, and 

£ perceive a hardnefs round about it, and 

5 find that it difcharges a large quantity of 

* matter, I conclude, that it is a fiftula, 

* which, mod probably, affedts the redtum. 

® When I find fomething like feces dif- 

* charged from this orifice, or mixed with 

4 what is difcharged from it; or the patient 

* informs me, that fuch kind of difcharge is 

* made; I call the difeafe a complete fifiula.’ 

—This is, undoubtedly, the general cuftom; 

notwithftanding which, the difeafe, in the 
ftate Mr. Le Dran has defcribed it, may 

have no one true charadteriftic of a fiftula ; 

nor require any of that treatment, which is 

find to be neceflary and proper in fuch cafe. 

A matter of great confequence to the pa¬ 

tient. 

In the operative part qf the treatment ot 

the difeafe, Mr. Le Dran warmly efpoufes 

the free removal, or extirpation of parts.— 

<{ S’ il ne l’eft que d’une cote, il faut em- 

“ porter ce qui eft denue; certain que ft 

“ 1’ on le laifle, la pi aye reftera fiftuleufe; 

f£ et que fi 1’ on fe contente de le fendre, 

“ les deux lambeaux fiottans dans la playe 

t( rendront les panfemens tres difficiles, et 
2 (( meme 
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“ meme la playe fiftuleufe.”—4 If the difi- 

< eafe be on one fide only, all that part of 

f the inteftine, which is laid bare by the 

* matter, ought to be cut away; becaufe? 

‘ it is certain, that if fuch part be left in 

* the wound, it will become fifiulous; and 

? that, if we only make a fimple divifion, 

4 the divided lips will hang loofe and float- 

■f ing in the wound will render the appli- 
f cation of dreffings difficult, and make the 

f fore fifiulous.’ 
s *: . S < J -• . 

These are Mr. Le Dran’s words and 

fentiments: and this the method of prac¬ 

tice, which is taught, and followed by the 

pajority. 
t 

That fome fmall part of this procefs 

may be necefiary, in the true, old, callous, 

fifiulous fore, I do not deny; (though not 

even then, in any degree equal to the above 

direction) but that the whole of it is abfo- 

Jutely unnecefiary in the recent abfcefs, I 

can, from repeated experience, venture to 

affirm. That mere divifion of the naked 

inteftine (if fuch divifion be drefled proper¬ 

ly) will not render a finus fifiulous, which 

was not fo before, is a truth as clear as any 

in Euclid; and, indeed, it is to me matter 
* ' n ^ - ■ 4 - 
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of wonder, how fuch opinion could ever be 

embraced. The divilion of the inteftine, 
by laying the cavity of the finus open, de- 
ftroys or removes the principal circumflance 
which can make fuch a cafe refemble a 
fiftulaj by converting a hollow finuous ul¬ 
cer into an open one: and with regard to 
the other charadferiftic, induration, certain 
it is, that if the knife does not find the parts 
hard, it cannot poliibly make them fo; on 
the contrary, it puts them under a neceflity 
of undergoing fuch a degree of fuppuration, 
as, if properly managed, will prove the cure 
of that very induration. 

* 

/ 

Ms. Le Dran fays, “ That the lips of 
“ the wound will hang floating; will ren- 
“ der the dreffings difficult, and the fore 
“ fiftulous.” I think, I underhand what 
Mr. Le Dran means: the tumid lips of the 
recently-made incifion will, certainly, be a 
hindrance to the cramming in a quantity 
of dreffings; and fuch attempts will, as cer¬ 
tainly, increafe the tumefadlion and hard- 
jiefs; and, if peril fled in, with the help of 
a little efcharotic, may bid fair for produ¬ 
cing a callous fore: but all this lies at the 

O 

door of the l'urgeon, and not of the cafe : 
all this is unncceffary, improper, and perni¬ 

cious. 
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fcious. I cannot, under fuch treatment as 

I would call good furgery, conceive the tu¬ 

mefaction, and inflamed date of the lips of 

the divided gut to remain more than a few 

days; during which time, it mull be the 

bufinefs of art, to appeafe, relax, and pro¬ 

duce fuppuration j which, if properly exe¬ 

cuted, will infallibly prevent all tendency 

toward a fiftulous fore, inftead of produ¬ 

cing one. 

That the lips of the wound in the rec¬ 

tum will not feparate from each other; in 

fuch manner as to admit a large quantity 
of lint; and that the membranous ftruCture 

of the part will render fuch lips large, and 
fubjedt to inflammation, until fome degree 

of fuppuration comes on, is beyond all 

doubt; but neither of thefe are reafons for 

extirpation: for the inflammation will be 

full as high where a piece is cut out, as 

where the part is merely divided, and all 
the fymptoms of pain and uneaiinefs full as 

great, if not greater: and with regard to 

the impracticability of putting in a quan¬ 

tity of drefling, I repeat, that it is not at 

all neceffary; but that, on the contrary, it 

is wrong, and tends only to mifehief. A 

doffil or two of fine lint ihouid, immedi- 

L ately 
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atcly after the incilion is made, be placed 

between the divided lips, by paffing them 

from the cavity of the re&um, laterally into 

the cavity of what before fuch divifion was 

the linus: thefe fhould not be removed, 

until either the beginning fuppuration, or 
the need],ary action of the gut in going to 

flool, throws them out; when their place 

fhould be fupplied with others of equal fize, 

imbued w'ith an eafy foft digeflive. 

If the patient be in health, the lips of 

this wound, like thofe in all other mem¬ 

branous parts, after they have been crude, 

tumid, and inflamed, and have, for a few 

days, difeharged a thin, difcoloured kind 

of gleet, will begin to fuppurate : if fuch 
fuppuration be by proper, that is, by foft, 

gentle treatment, encouraged, not only the 

tumefaction and inflammatory hardnefs 

brought on by the incilion, will foon fub- 

fide and difappear; but alfo all the indura¬ 

tion, which attended the finus before it 

was laid open. 

On the other hand, if the patient’s ha¬ 

bit be bad, and no fuch inflammatory tu¬ 

mefaction fucceed to the incilion ; but in¬ 

lie ad of it, tiie lins of the wound are foft, 
flabby. 



( 75 ) 
flabby, and inclining to be livid, the cafe 

has, undoubtedly, an unpromifing appear¬ 

ance : but the remedy is not chirurgical % 

removal of parts will not remove, or amend 

this date of the fore, or at all leflen the ha¬ 

zard arifing from it: it may, indeed, ren¬ 

der the introduction of dreffings fomewhat 

more eafy; but it neither will, nor can, 

make fuch dreffings at all more effectual, 
or more conducive to the one end which 

ought to be purfued. 
) 

In fuch cafe, the remedy mud be an in¬ 

ternal one and whoever depends upon ex¬ 

ternals, will give his patient much unne- 

ceffary trouble, and only wade his time. 

The truth is, this dodtrine of the ne- 

ceffity of cutting out a portion of the in- 

tedine, (though it is as old, or, perhaps, 

older than Celfus;) is almod a neceffary 

confequence of the manner, in which thefe 

fores, (upon a fuppofition of their being 

L 2 fiflu- 

1 4 In haec genera demilTo fpecillo, duabus lineis inci- 

4 denda cutis eft, ut media inter eas habenula tenuis ad- 

4 modum injiciatur, ne protinus ora coeant, fitque locus 

4 aliquis linimentis, quse quam pauciffima fuperinjicienda 

4 funt, omniaque eodem modo facienda, qu<e in abfcefu- 
V bus pofita funt.” Celsus. 
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fiftulous) altnoft always have been, and dq 

ftill continue to be, generally treated.—I 

mean, the cuftora of cramming them full 

of lint; and of charging that lint with me¬ 

dicines, which, though ufed under more 

gentle appellations, are really elcharotics. 

Upon this plan, I am willing to allow, that 

the lips of the divided inteftine will be in 

the way; and prove a confiderable impedi¬ 

ment in the introduction of fuch dreffings; 

and I will alfo allow, that by means of fuch 

medicines, the whole wound will be irri¬ 
tated, inflamed, and hardned; and fo far 

wear the appearance of being fiftulous, as 

neither to yield good matter, nor be dif- 
pofed to heal; at lead, not till nature has 

got the better of the furgeon. 
* V ~ ' * > 

What Mr. Le Dran fays, in another 

paragraph of the fame traCt, may ferve to 

ftrengthen what I have afferted.-“ S’il 

“ eft denue des deux cotes, il faut pour le 
f r j) ' , - v n 

et conferver, faire a 1’ autre feffe une con- 

“ tre ouverture, pres de la, & la faire aflez 

“ longue pour pouvoir panfer commode- 
t 

** ment; puis ecouter ce que la nature fera 

«* pour lui."-—If the gut be denuded on 

5 both tides, a counter-opening fhould bp 

* made on the other fide, long enough to 

X 
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f permit, conveniently, the application of 

? dreffings; and then we fliould wait, and 

f lee what nature will do toward aflifting 

f the patient.’ 

A very important piece of advice this j 

worth all the directions for the extirpation 

of parts; and which, if timely and duly at¬ 

tended to, will, generally, render all fuch 
directions quite unneceftary. 

| t is, indeed, fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame gentleman fhould give the 

above very excellent advice; and, almoft 

in the fame breath add, what follows.-- 

** S’ il eft denue exaCtement dans toute fa 
to" > * -ft 

?* circonference, & que fon depouillement 

“ ne s’etend pas plus haut que les releveurs 

“ de 1’ anus, il faut emporter tout ce qui 

“ eft denue.’—* If the inteftine be bared 
t ' < \ , j- .* 

* by the matter all round, and this denu- 

* dation does not extend above the leva- 

4 tores ani, all that part which is fo bared, 

4 fhould be extirpated.’ That is, the whole 

verge of the anus : ail that part which is fo 

formed by nature, as, by its relaxation, to 

permit the largeft, and moft folid, ftool, to 

pafs out; and, by its conftriCtion, to de^ 

tain and keep in, for a while, the moft 
> 1 - c: j \ i —• 1 

fluids 



fluid, fharp, and Simulating one : all that 

parf, which when deftroyed or removed, 

not only never can be renewed, but never 

can have its place fupplied, nor its office 

properly executed by what mu ft fucceed to 

it: furely, it may, with great juftice, be 

faid, that the laft ftate of a man in thefe 

circumftances is worfe than the firft; and 

that his remedy proves a moft affiidting 

difeafe k. 

Pre- 

* In the Memoirs of the French Academy, is a cafe of 

this kind, related by Mr. Faget. The patient had an ab~ 

fcefs on each fide of the reftum ; which, before Mr. Fa¬ 

get faw it, had been opened without meddling with the 

gut. 

The two abfcefTes communicated by a hollow or finus 

ynder the qs coccygis; the depth in all the upper part is 

defcribed to be about two inches, but in the perineum the 

fkin only was feparafced; that is, the hollow was quite 

fuperficial. After five months attendance, during which 

time the re&um was never divided, the patient was brought 

to Paris; where, in a confultation between the Meffieurs 

Faget and Bouden, it was agreed, that the only method 

of obtaining a cure, muft be by extirpating, or cutting 

away the whole extremity of the inteftine, as deep as it 

was laid hare; which operation is thus deferibed.— 

Je pereai d’ abord le rectum de droit a gauche, 

avec un gros ftilet avec lequel je fis Tanfe, Je corn- 

mencai 
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Prejudice often prevents us from 

feeing truth, though it ftands before us: 

for Mr. Le Dran, though he fo llrongly 
re- 

€C menfai a couper Is lambeau de peau qui tenolt au 

** coccyx, & je continuai tout le long d’attache des muf- 
<c cles releveurs jufqu’ a la partie moyenne du perinee, on 

il y avoit beaucoup de durete, & de callofitez, que 

y emportai, je panfai la playe avec un gros bourdon¬ 

s' net, & des lambeaux de linge trernpes dans Peau alu- 

*c mineufe, le tout foutenu par plufieurs comprefies & un 

5C bandage convenable, &c.”—Mr. Faget fays, that the 

patient was fix months longer in getting well. To which* 
I muft take the liberty of adding, that he was much more 
fortunate, than fome whom I have feen under the fame 

treatment. The relator, in the reft of the memoir, en¬ 

deavours to explain the method, by which the new anus 

became capable of executing the office of the old one; 

and very juftly feems to wonder, why the furgeon, who 

firft had the care of the patient, and who firft opened the 

abfcefles, did not divide the redium in each of them. Mr. 

Faget’s furprize, and his eenfure on the operator, are cer¬ 

tainly well founded: but I muft own, that it feems to me* 

fo be full as extraordinary, that he, who faw the propriety 

of its having been done before, fhould not, at leaft, try 

what it would do afterward. If this experiment had been 

made, and the cafe properly conduced, I make little 

doubt, that the patient might have been cured without 

the lofs of his fundament. A lofs, which, though polfi- 

bly in youth and health he might not be fo fenfible of as to 

alarm him ; yet in age, or a ftate of debility, muft prove 
a very grievous one. 

I 
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recommends the extirpation of a portion of 
the inteftine, yet has made the fame ob- 
fervation on thofe fiftulae which run too 
high for extirpation, as Mr. De la Faye: 
he has very jiiftly remarked, that they will 
do well without fuch operation : and has 
given fo good, and fo true an account of 
the matter, that it is amazing, he iOhould 
not fee that the fame method, both of rea- 
foning and of ailing, was equally applica¬ 
ble to both cafes: that is, to thofe fiftulae 

4 * 

which do not extend fo high, as well as to 
thofe which do: he fays,—On trouve 
** fouvent des finus qui montent fort haut 
** le long du rectum; & meme vers la vef- 

he, dans la tiiTu cellulaire qui entoure 
et ces parties: finus qui femblent devoir 
“ rendre ces maladies incurables, parce- 
“ qu’ ils vont plus haut que le doigt ne 
“ peut aller. Mais 1’ experience m’ appris 

que ces finus fe remplifierent prefque 
** toujours dans les fix premiers jours^—-ou 
** pour parler plus juftement, que les chairs 
** fe rapprocherent, n’ayant etes qu’ ecartes 
if par le pus, & non fondues.*——4 Some- 

* times we meet with finuffes, which run 
* fo high in the tela cellulofa, along the 

* reftum, and up toward the bladder, that 

* one would he inclined to believe them to 
4 be 
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* be incurable, from their being beyond the 

( reach of the finger1; but I have learned 

* from experience, that thefe finufes fill up 

* within the firft fix days.'—Or, to fpeak 

1 more properly, that the membranes, 

* which have been only feparated, and not 

* diflolved, by the matter, again approach 

* each other.’-— 

Can 

1 It is hardly decent for a forgeofi to fay it; but I am 

much inclined to believe, that this circumftance of the 

finus being out of the reach of the finger, is the very in¬ 

dividual one, on which the expedition of the cure (that 

is, the fhortnefs of the time, in which Mr, Le Dran fays, 

that he finds thefe cavities filled up) depends. For if they 

were within the reach of the finger of an operator, who 

thinks as this gentleman writes, he would immediately 

go to work with his inftruments; and if he did nothing 

worfe, muft neceflarily prolong.—It has always been a 

very generally received opinion, that if the hollow of the 

finus be higher than a finger in ano can reach, all chirur- 

gic operation is fruitlefe. There is hardly an author, an¬ 

cient or modern, who has not inculcated this dodtrine, 

though daily experience might have convinced them of 

its falftiood. 

Among the reft, Heifter has given us his opinion on this 

fubjedt, in the moft pofttive manner,—u Et fane nifi di- 

** gitus, in anum deprefius, fifttrlae os attingere valet, ve- 

u rum illud adhuc profundius latet, finevitse periculo, ob 

metum laedendarum venarum majorum, fedfio inftitui 

nequit; adeoque tune parum plerumque, imo vero ni- 

hil omnino chirurgi artificia profkiunt, 

M This, 



Can any man give a more rational, or 

more true account of this matter; or pro¬ 
duce a ftronger argument againft cutting 

out a part of the inteftine ? The operator’s 

finger cannot reach the upper part of the 

finus, and, therefore, he cannot extirpate: 

but finufes, which, by being out of reach, 

cannot be extirpated, do well without it, 

merely 

This, which, as I have obferved before, is the doctrine 

of all our writers, has always (food upon the fame prin¬ 

ciple, viz. the fear of haemorrhage ; and all the propaga¬ 

tors of it have always fuppofed, that nothing but a divi~ 

lion of the whole finus could poffibly produce a cure $ 

which fuppofition is, by no means, true. 

When the cafe is an abfeefs formed in the cellular mem¬ 

brane, the length of the finus muft be proportioned to the 

diflance of the feat of fuch abfeefs from its externa! ori¬ 

fice : this is fometimes confiderable, quite out of the reach 

of the finger in ano; but it does, by na means, follow, 

that either this finus muft be divided through its whole 

length ; or that the difeafe cannot be cured ; and, there¬ 

fore, that it is better not to meddle with it at all. Fre¬ 

quent experience proves the contrary. If all that part of 

it, which is within the reach of the finger in ano9 (that 

is, all that part of it which is principally affefied by the 

adtion of the mufcles of the anus and redtum) be fairly 

divided ; if the wound, fo made, be dreiTed in fuch mam- 

jner, as to produce no inflammatory irritation; if it be not 

frequently poked into, and examined; and the patient’s ha¬ 

bit be properly taken care of, the length of the finus will 

add very little to the difficulty attending the cure; all that 
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merely by the help of nature j who, when 

the matter is difcharged, and fuch an open¬ 

ing made, as prevents any future lodgment, 

brings the {ides of the cavity together, and 

endeavours thereby to obliterate it. It is 

true, that fhe can, but feldom, accomplilh 

this end entirely ; I mean, throughout the 

whole length of the finus; the lower part 

generally remaining open, tho’ contracted 

to narrow compafs: this it is, mofl fre- 

M 2 quently, 

is out of reach will collapfe and heal; and the cafe will 

very fpon be exactly the fame, as if the whole hollow was 

within the finger’s length. 

The probability of a haemorrhage from the large veflels 

about the upper part of the return, is a thing which 

ought, by ail means, to be avoided, as it might give a 

great deal of trouble, and create fome hazard ; but the 

operation, which would induce fuch apprehenfion, being 

quite unnecefiary, this rifque is out of the quefiion. 

The laft-mentioned author (Heifter) although in ge¬ 

neral a very exa<5t and careful writer, feems, in his obfer- 

vations on this complaint,, rather to have copied what our 

predeceffors have written on it, than to have given us 

what his own experience might have furnifhed him with : 

the latter would have convinced him, that all his prepa¬ 

ration by bleeding, purging, &c, before the operation, i$ 

quite unnecefiary ; that the blind fifiulse are very little, 

if at all, more difficult of cure than the open ones ; and 

that the difeafe, in queftion, admits of being treated, and 

cured in pregnant women, as perfedlly and as eafily as in 

thole who are not fo. The contrary doclrines are, cer¬ 

tainly, no rules of good pra&ice, however venerable they 

may be from their antiquity. 
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quently, abfolutely necelfary to divide, in 

order to obtain a cure ; but that part of the 

faid finus, (if there be any) which is out of 

the reach of the instrument guided by the 

finger in ano, is not a matter of that con- 

fequence, which it is fuppofed to be. If the 

lower part, or what is fairly within reach, 

be divided, fuch divifion will, in moft cafes, 

which are curable at all, be fully fufficient 

for a cure, as I have often and often expe¬ 

rienced. I know, that this is contrary to 

the generally-received dodtrine; but I know 

it is true : and am much inclined to her 

lieve, that the luppofition of the necefiity of 

laying open the whole finus, however deep 

it may run, has contributed greatly to the 

fatigue and hazard which many people 

have unnecefTarily undergone in this dif- 

eatb : it has occasioned fuch poking with 

long probes, and fuch cramming in of tents 

and drefiings, as have proved extremely 

pernicious, and brought on fymptoms and 

trouble, which w'ould not have attended the 

fame cafes under other management. 

One word more, and I have done with 

this part of my fubjedl. As I have given 

my opinion fo freely, concerning the prac¬ 

tice of excifion, a reprefentation of the in- 
* 

i * 
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conveniences likely to arife from it, might, 

from me, be thought to be an exaggera¬ 

tion : I ihall, therefore, take the liberty,- 

once more, to quote Mr. Le Dran who, 

conlidered as a patron of the pradtice, can¬ 

not be fuppoied to overcharge it. He fays, 

-—££ Cette grande playe fera dans les com- 

tc mencemens pancee comme les autres; 

(S mais quand les chairs commencent a fe 

sc rapprocher elle demande des attentions 

££ particulieres •, fans lefquelles, l’anus de- 

fC viendroit fi etroit que les excremens ne 

££ pourroyent y pafler; pour peu qu’ ils ont 

“ de coniiftence. 11 faut done alors mettre 

#£ jufque dans le redtum une tents de linge, 

££ liile, aifez longue, & alfez grofle, pour 

“ entretenir le paifage. II faut meme fur 

“ le fin, fupplier a cette tente,parune efpece 

t£ de fuppofitoire d’ yvoire, perce en forme 

“ de cannule; & avoir loin de la bien 

“ alfujettir par la bandage, a fin qu’elle ne 

ec forte pas. La cicatrice etant faite, J 

tc faudra que le malade ports cette fuppefi- 

<£ toire encore pres d’un an fans quoi la 

££ cicatrice ferreroit V anus de plus en plus.’" 

■—‘ This large wound fhould, at the firll, 

* be d re fled like any other ; but when the 

fides begin to approach each other, it 

f will then demand particular attention, 

£ left 
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* left the fundament fhould become fo con- 

% 

* traded, that the faeces, if they be at all 

* hard, cannot be expelled. Therefore, in 

* order to keep the paffage of a proper fize, 

* a fmooth tent made of linen fhould be 

* introduced; which tent fhould be of fuch 

* a fize and length, as to ferve the purpofe 

‘ for which it is intended. Toward theclofe 

* of the cure, in the place of this, an ivory 

£ fuppofitory, made in the form of a can- 

* nula, muft be fubftituted, and kept con- 

e ftantly in, by means of a proper bandage. 

‘ W hich fuppofitory muft be worn for near 

f a year after the fore is perfectly healed; 

* otherwife the cicatrix will con trad the 

{ anus ftill more and more every day m.’ 

This is what is called cutting for a fiftu- 

la: this is the operation, which they, who 

have undergone it, do fo pathetically de- 

fcribe and lament; and what they, who 

have the misfortune to be afflided with 

the difeafe, do (from the account of others) 

io fearfully dread. It is true, that it has the 

fandion 

® To which he might have added, that when all this 

is done, and every precaution of this kind ufed ; the pa¬ 

tient will always find it difficult and painful, and fome- 

times a'bfolutely impoffible to retain a loofe ftool.—An evil 

(fill greater than the trouble of expelling a hard one. 
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function of feveral eminent writers; that 

it is praftifed by many furgeons; and that 

it is recommended and exhibited by anato- 

tomico-chirurgical teachers; but notwith- 

ftanding thefe authorities, I (hall not fcru- 

ple to fay, that it is cruel, unneceflary and 

wrong. 

That, by thefe means, abfcelTes juxta 

anum, and fiftulae in ano, (as they are cal¬ 

led) are cured, I make no doubt; nay, I 

know that they are : but I alfo know, from 

repeated experience, that they are curable 

by means, which are more expeditious, 

more ealy, and neither hazardous in the 

ufe, nor productive of evil in the event. I 

mean, by mere limple divifion of all that part 

of the linns which is within reach; by foft, 

gentle treatment of the fore after fuch opera¬ 

tion; and by proper care of the habit". 

The 

n When the habit is out of order, as it moll frequently 

is in perfons afflicted with this diforder, if recourfe be not 

had to internals, the furgeon will gain little ground. This 

is a circumftance which ought always to be attended to; 

and it is, in fome meafure, owing to a want of due regard 

to it, that we find fuch a farrago of different drsffings; 

fuch remedies for fungous, for foul, for callous fores, &c. 

Thefe difeafed appearances and circumftances moff fre¬ 

quently proceed from diforders in the habit; and if that 

be 
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The haemorrhage, (to fay nothing of the 

pain) which now and then attends the ex¬ 

tirpation of a large piece of the inteftine 

and fundament, is alarming, both to weak 

minds, and to weak bodies; and the in¬ 

conveniences arifing from lofs of fubftance 

about the verge of the anus, either in flrong 

exercife, in the retention of loofe ftools, or 

the expulfion of hard ones, are fo great, 

that I have known feveral people, who have 

daily, and fincerely wifhed for their uncut 

fiftulffi 

be not corrected, the fame appearances will continue, 

notwithftanding all our efcharotics, detergents, digeftives, 

Incarnatives, &c. &c. &c» 

In cold, debauched, lax, or fluggifh habits, if the pa*- 

tient be not warmed by aromatics, and braced by the bark, 

thefe cafes will often prove tedious and troublefome. 

From the induration of the parts about; from the face 

and color of the fore; and from the difcoloured gleety 

difcharge, callofity, latent mifchief, and undifcovered 

finufes will be fu(peeled; whereas, in truth, neither one 

nor the other are the caufe of fuch diieafed appearances. 

The adminiftration of proper remedies will, moft com¬ 

monly, in a few days, produce fuch an alteration, as the 

whole art of furgery could not (by mere externals) bring 

about in as many weeks, if at all. Many and many a 

fore cf this kind have I feen brought into the Hofpital* 

which has had all thefe difagreeable appearances; which 

has long;, and fruitlefsiy, been treated with all the variety 

of externals; and which a decoction of the bark and rad* 

ferpentariae has, in a very fhort time, put into fuch a con^ 

dition, as not to want any thing but dry lint. 
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fiflultE again; and who, either from pain, 

or uncleanlinefs, or both, have been ren- 
» 

dered truly unhappy. 

In lliort, I can venture to affert, from 

many years experience, on a great variety 

of fubjedts, that when the difeafe is cura¬ 

ble by chirurgic art, the method which I 

have propofed, will, with more eafe, expe¬ 

dition, and certainty, attain that end, than 

the method by extirpation •, and that, with¬ 

out producing any of thpfe very difagreeable 

circumftances, which Mr. Le Dran has fo 

juftly defcribed. 

And for the truth of this aflertion, I ap¬ 

peal to all thofe (many in number) who 

have, -for thefe ten or twelve years paft, at¬ 

tended St. Bartholomew’s-Hofpital. 

SECT. VI. 

ITHERTO I have considered the 

difeafe either as an abfcefs}j from 

which the matter has been let out by an 

incifion, made by a furgeon j or from 

N which 



( 90 ) 
which the contents have been difcharged 

by one tingle orifice, formed by the burn¬ 

ing of the fkin, fomewhere about the fun¬ 

dament.-—I am now to take notice of it, 

when, inftead of one fuch opening, there 

are fever ah 

This ftate of the cafe generally hap¬ 

pens, when the quantity of matter col¬ 

lected has been large, the inflammation of 

confiderable extent, the adipofe membrane 

very floughy, and the fkin worn very thin 

before it burfl.——It is, indeed, a circum- 

ftance of no real confequence at ail; but, 

from being mifunderftood, or not properly 

attended to, is made one of additional ter¬ 

ror to the patient, and additional alarm to 

the inexperienced practitioner: for it is 

taught, and frequently believed, that each 

of thefe orifices is an outlet from, or leads 

to, a diftinCt finus, or hollow •, whereas, in 

truth, the cafe is, moft commonly, quite 

otherwife; all thefe openings are only fq 

many diftinCt burftings of the fkin cover¬ 

ing the matter; and do all, be they few, 

or many, lead, ancl open immediately in¬ 

to, the one fingle cavity of the abicefs: 

they neither indicate, nor lead to, nor are 

caufed by diftinCt finufes; nor would the 
ap- 
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appearance of twenty of them (if pofiible) 
heceffarily imply more thani one general 

hollow. 

If this account be a true one, it will 
follow, that the chirurgic treatment of 
this kind of cafe ought to be very little, 
if at all, different from that of the pre¬ 
ceding : and that all that can be neceffary 
to be done, mutt be, to divide each of 
thefe orifices, in fuch manner, as to make 
one cavity of the whole. This the probe- 
knife will eafily and expeditioufly do ; 
and, when that is done, if the fore, or, 
more properly, its edges, ihould make a 
very ragged, uneven appearance, the re¬ 
moval of a i'mall portion of fuch irregu¬ 
lar angular parts, will anfwer all the pur- 
pofes of making room for the applica¬ 
tion of dreffings, and for producing a 
fmooth, even cicatrix, after the fore fhall 
be healed. 

When a confiderable quantity of mat¬ 
ter has been recently let out, and the in¬ 
ternal parts are not only in a crude, un- 

digefted ftate; but have not yet had time 
to collapfe, and approach each other; the 
infide of fuch cavity will appear large; 

N 2 and, 
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and, if a probe be puffied with any de¬ 

gree of force, it will pafs in more than 

one direction into the cellular membrane, 

by the fide of the reCtum. But let not 

the unexperienced practitioner be alarmed 

at this, and immediately fanfy that there 

are fo many diftinCt finufes ; neither let 

him, if he be of a more hardy diipofi- 

tion, go to work immediately with his 

director, knife, or fciffars : let him in- 

large the external wound, by making his 

incifion freely; let him lay all the fepa- 

rate orifices open into that cavity j let him 

divide the inteftine lengthwife by means 

of his finger in ano; let him drefs lightly 

and eafily; let him pay proper attention 

to the habit of the patient 5 and wait, and 

fee what a few days, under fuch conduCt, 

will produce. By this, he will frequently 

find, that the large cavity of the abfcefs 

will become fmall and clean; that the in¬ 

duration round about will gradually lefien; 

that the probe will not pafs in that man¬ 

ner into the cellular membrane •, and, con- , * % , , ' * 
fequently, that his fears of a multiplicity 

of finufes were groundlefs. On the con¬ 

trary, if the fere be crammed, or dref- 

fed with irritating, or efcharotic medi- 

diqes, all the appearances will be diffe¬ 

rent : 
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rent: the hardnefs will increafe; the lips 

of the wound will be inverted ; the cavity 

of the fore will remain large, crude, and 

foul j the difcharge will be thin, gleety, 

and difcoloured ; the patient will be uneafy 

and feverifh: and, if no new cavities are 

formed by the irritation of parts, and con¬ 

finement of matter; yet the original one 

will have no opportunity of contracting it- 

felf; and may, very pofiibly, become truly 

fiftulous. 

I will not fay, that there never is more 

than one finus, running along the fide of 

the inteftine (I mean, on the fame fide); 

but I will venture to afiert, that, for one 

infiance, in which the cafe is really fo» 

forty are fuppofed, and talked of. DiftinCt 

and feparate openings in the /kin, from) the 

fame cavity, or finus, are common, but 

perfectly diftinCt finufes, running along the 

inteftine, on the fame fide, are very far from 

being fo; they are very uncommon. 

I should be forry, to have fuch a mif- 

conftruCtion put upon what I have faid, 

as to have it fuppofed, that I made light 

of a dileafe, which, every body knows, is, 

fometimes, attended with very trouble- 

fome 
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feme circiimffances : or, that I make pre- 

tenlion to any particular fecret method of 

treating it: or, that I think myfelf more 

Capable of conducing it than the genera¬ 

lity of pradlitioners : as none of thefe are 

true, I fhould be forry, to have them im¬ 

puted to me. I do allow, (what is, un¬ 

doubtedly, true) that this difeafe, in fome 

conftitutions, and under fome circumlfan^ 

ces, will engage the attention, and exer- 

cife the judgment of the belt and molt; 

able practitioner; but, on the other hand, I 

mu ft repeat, that a great deal of the trou¬ 

ble, which it is fometimes attended with, 

does not arife from the difeafe itfelf, but 

from mifconception, and improper treat- 
/ * 

ment. 
y 4 - K _ 

I have freely, and without referve, re¬ 

lated that method of treatment, which I 

have found to be moll fuccelsful; nor do I 

know any applications, which are at all 

fpecific, or more proper for this kind of 

fore than for all others, in parts of the 

fame ftruCture : the moil fimple, and they 

which give the leaf! pain, are the belli 

neither thefe, nor mere dry lint/ fhould 

ever be introduced in larger quantity than 

can be admitted, and borne with eafe; that 
the 
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the fore may not be diftended, but a fair 

opportunity given to nature to contract it 

gradually. 

This every practitioner may be capable 

of executing, fmce it confifts more in ab- 

ftaining from doing mifchief, than in do¬ 

ing any thing which may require particu¬ 

lar judgment or dexterity. It is true, that 

the method which I have propofed, will 

confiderably leflen the chirurgic apparatus 

of inflruments and dreffings; but it will be 

attended with fuccefs, and produce that 

which every patient has a right to expedfc 

from his furgeon —a firm cure, in a fhort 

fpace of time, and with the leaft poffible 

fatigue. 

It fometimes happens, that the matter 

pf an ablcefs, formed juxta anum, inftead 

pf making its way out through the Ikin, 

externally near the verge of the anus, or 

in the buttock, pierces through the in- 

teftine only. This is what is called a blind, 

internal fiitula: Fijlule borgne interne. 

In 
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In this cafe, after the difcharge has 

been made, the greater part of the tume¬ 

faction fubfides, and the patient becomes 

eafier. If this does not produce a cure, 

which fometimes, though very feldom, 

happens, fome fmall degree of induration 

generally remains in the place, where the 

original tumor was ; upon preffure on this 

hardnefs, a fmall difcharge of matter is 

frequently made per an urn ; and fome¬ 

times the expulfion of air from the cavity 

of the abfcefs into that of the inteftine, 

may very palpably be felt, and clearly 

heard: the flools, particularly, if hard, 

and requiring force to be expelled, are 

fometimes fmeared with matter ; and al¬ 

though the patient, by the burfting of the 

abfcefs, is relieved from the acute pain, 

which the collection occafioned; yet, he 

js feldom perfectly free from a dull kind 

of uneafmefs, efpecially if he fits for any 

confiderable length of time in one pofture. 

The real difference between this kind of 

cafe, and that in which there is an ex¬ 

ternal opening (with regard to method of 

cure) is very immaterial; for an external 

opening muft be made, and then all dif¬ 

ference ceafes. In this, as in the former, 

i no 
/ 
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iio cure can reafonably be. expeded,- un*4 

til the cavity of the abfcefs, and that of 

the redum, are made one and the only 

difference is, that in the one cafe we have 

an orifice at, or near, the verge of the anus, 

by which we are immediately enabled to 

perform that necelTary operationin the 

other, we muff make one. 

■ 'v J ' . \ * !' t5 

Some of the beft of the modern wri¬ 

ters have, I think, reprefented this date 

of the difeafe, in fuch manner, as to make 

it feem to labour under difficulties, which, 

I cannot fay, that 1 ever found it really did; 

and have thereby thrown the appearance 

of obfciirity and trouble, on what is gene¬ 

rally clear, and eafy; * 

I n Mr. De la Faye’s Very excellent 

notes on Dionis, is the following palfage. 

Lorfque les fiftules n’ont pas d’ouver- 

ture externe, & que rien ne defigne Is 

‘ lieu ou il faut faire 1’operation, il y a 

“ deux moyens de le decouvrir. Le pre- 

“ niier eft de 1’ invention de feu Mr. Thi- 

S€ 

§6 

€ 

u baut, qui ported le doigt index dans 

“ 1’ anus, & le recourboit; enfuite en le 

. u tirant un peu a lui, pour ramener a 

** 1’exterieur, le foyer de la matiere j tan- 



(9*) 
44 dis qu’ il prefloit avec un autre doigt 
44 les environs du fondement: la douleur 

44 qu’ il caufoit au malade marquoit le 

“ lieu oil il falloit faire 1’ incifion pour 

44 rendre la fiftule complete. Le fecond 

44 eft de Mr. Petit, qui met dans 1’ anus 

44 pendant vingt-quatre heures une tente 

44 qui touch ant V ouverture de la fiftule, 

“ empeche le pus de s’ ecouler, & le ra- 

44 mafte en aiTez grande quantite pour faire 

44 a 1’ exterieur une tumeur, qu’ indique le 

“ lieu ou il faut Lire 1’ operation.”-* 

4 When fiftulcE have no external opening, 

4 and there is no mark, whereby to diftin- 

4 guiih the place where the operation 

* ought to be performed, there are two 

4 methods of difcovering it: the firft is, 

4 that of the late Mr. Thibau-t, who put 

4 his fore-finger into the rectum, and 

4 curving it, endeavoured to bring the 

4 foyer, (that is, the hollow which fur- 

4 nifties the matter,) nearer to the external 

4 part of the fundament; while, with his 

* other finger, he prefled all the parts 

4 round about: the pain which he, by 

4 thefe means, gave to the patient, marked 

4 out the place where the incifion ought 

4 to be made, in order to render the fi- 

* ftula complete. The fecond method is, 

z 4 that. 
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« that of Mr. Petit. He put into the 

« anus, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 

* a tent; which, by (lopping up the ori- 

4 fice of the fiftula, hindered the matter 

‘ from running out into the cavity of the 

* gut, and forced it to be collected in 

‘ fuch quantity as to form an external tu- 

* mefaction, fufficient to indicate the place 

‘ where the operation ought to be per- 

‘ formed.’ 

' The former of thefe, as far as it ae- 

pendson that fingle circumftance, that the 

point where the pain is felt is the exadt 

place where the opening ought to be 

made, is, by no means, to be depended 

upon : the latter method is operofe, trou- 

blefome; and, in general, very infufficient 

for the purpofe. If the orifice, through 

which the matter has made its way, lies 

high in the inteftine, a tent cannot be in¬ 

troduced fo as to prefs againil it fufficient- 

ly, unlefs it be fo long, and fo large, as to 

occupy the whole cavity of the gut. How 

fatiguing, and how difficult, the retention 

of this, for twenty-four hours, mud be to 

many people, is eafy to imagine: if the 

orifice be near to the fundament, in the 

lower part of the inteftine, the poffi- 
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bility of clofing it may be fomewhat 

greater; but the inconvenience muft be 

nearly the fame, as well as the uncertain¬ 

ty. 

In fhort, not to enter farther into this 

totally unnecefiary kind of practice, I 

would advife the man, who thinks to try 

it, to confider the ftridture made by the 
X 

contraction of the verge of the anus; the 

expanfion of the cavity of the gut, imme¬ 

diately above that ftridture ; the great dila- 

tability of the membranes of the inteftine, 

and the uneven, wrinkled ftate in which it 

muft necefiarily be; and then to reflect, 

how very unlikely it is, that he fhould, 

without filling the whole cavity, ftop, or 

block up a fmall breach, whofe exact fitu- 

ation he cannot know, or learn. 
Vf. * ' J" • — r * 

It is true, that by difcharge of the mat¬ 

ter into the cavity of the inteftine, the 

fluctuation of it within the abfcefs is no 

snore to be felt; the tenfion ceafes; the 
S * \ 

tumor, in great meafure, fubfides; and, 

.confequejitly, all thefe indications of its 

fituation difappear; but I do not remem¬ 

ber, ever to have feen a Angle cafe of this 

Jdnd, ip wfyich there was not in the but- 
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took, or near to the verge of the anus, 

either a remaining difcoloration of the 

ikin; or a hardnefs, or fomething by 

which the finger of a careful, judicious 

examiner could clearly and certainly find 

where the difeafe was. Each of the cir- 

cumftances juft mentioned do, as certainly, 

point out where the hollow leading to the 

finus is, as the flu&uation of the matter 

did, before the cavity burft; and a knife, 

or lancet, plunged into this (provided it 

be puftied deep enough) will never fail to 

enter the faid hollow. When this is done, 

the cafe becomes, what is commonly cal¬ 

led complete, and muft be treated accor¬ 
dingly. 

S E C T. VII. 

IC O M E now to that ftate of the dif¬ 

eafe, which may, truly and properly, 

be called fiftulous. This is generally de¬ 

fined, finus anguftus, callofus, profundus j 

acri fanie diffluens: or, as Dionis tran¬ 

slates it, “ Un ulcere profond, & caver- 

neux, dont 1* entree eft etroite, & le 

t* fond plus large i avec iftue d’ un pus 

“ acre 
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** acre & virulent; & accompagne de cal- 
** lofites.” 

Various caufes may produce, or con¬ 

cur in producing, fuch a ftate of the parts 

concerned, as will conftitute a fiftula, in 

the proper fenfe of the word; that is, a 

deep, hollow fore, or finus, all parts of 

which are fo hardned, or fo difeafed, as to 

be abfolutely incapable of being healed, 

while in that ftate j and from which a fre¬ 

quent, or daily, difcharge is made, of a 
thin, difcolored fanies> or fluid. 

These I fhall take the liberty of divi¬ 

ding into two clafles, viz. thofe which 

are the effed of negled, diftempered ha¬ 

bit, or of bad management ; and which 

may be called, without any great impro¬ 

priety, local difeafes : and thofe which are 

the confequence of diforders, whofe ori¬ 

gin and feat is not in the immediate finus 

or fiftula, but in parts more or lefs diftant; 

and which, therefore, are not local com- 

The natures and charaders of thefe are 

obvioufly different by defcription; but 

they are ftill more fo in their moft fre- 
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quent event: the former being generally 

curable by proper treatment; the latter 

frequently not fo, by any means what- 
. » ■ , : } ■ r\ 

ever* 
■- ■ ■■■■'.' - . 

w \ f ■' • ... . ‘ ' 
■ i ^ * . ■ • ■’ 

* * f •* « . ' • * 

Under the former, I reckon all fuch 
r • '• ■ - * 

cafes, as were originally mere collections 

of matter within the coats of the inteftine 

redtum, or in the cellular membrane fur- 

rounding the faid gut: but which, by 

being long negledted, grofhy mifmana- 

ged j or, by happening in habits which 

were difordered, and for which difor- 

ders no proper remedies were adminirtred, 

fuffer fuch alteration, and get into fuch 

(late, as to deferve the appellation of fiftu- 

Ite. 
• . ‘ '« " • ~ f ■ . - / ■/. - v 3 , ' ' 

“ ^ \ # 

Under the latter, are comprized all 

thofe cafes, in which the difeafe has its 

origin and firft' feat in the higher and 

more diftant parts of the pelvis; about the 

os facrum, lower vertebras of the loins, 

and parts adjacent thereto ; and are, either 

flrumous, or the confequence of long 

and much diftempered habits : or the 

effedl of, or combined with, other diftem- 

pers, local, or general; fuch as a difeafed 

neck of the bladder, or predate gland, 

or 
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of urethra i the lues venerea, cancers, &dt 
&c. &c. 

Among the very low people, who are 

brought into hofpitals, we frequently meet 

with cafes of the former kind : cafes* 
which, at firft, were mere Ample abfcefles; 

but which from uilcleanlinefs, from intem¬ 

perance, negligence, and diftempered con-* 

ftitutions, become fuch kind of fores, as 
may be called fiftulous. 

In thefe, the art of furgery is, undoubt¬ 

edly, in fome meafure, and at fome time* 

neceffaryj but it very feldom is the firft* 

or principal fountain, from whence re¬ 

lief is to be fought: the general effedls 

of intemperance, debauchery, and difeafes 

of the habit, are fir ft to be corrected, and 

removed before furgery can, with pro¬ 

priety, or with reafonable profpedl of ad¬ 

vantage, be made ufe of. If the patient 

be infedted with the lues venerea, that 

muft firft be cured; if he be anafarcous*, 

or leucophlegmatic, that indifpofition muft 

be corrected; if he be feverjfh, that heat 

muft be calmed; and if he labour under 

any of the general ill eftedts arifing from 

foul Ikin, dirty cloathing, unclean, and 
un- 
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unwholefome lodging, &c. producing pal¬ 
lid countenance, undue fecretions, lofs of 
appetite, oedematous legs, intermittent fe¬ 
vers, &c. the date of blood, which always 
accompanies fuch complaints, mud be 
amended, before furgery can be admini- 
dered to any good purpofe. If knife, cau- 
ftic, or whatever other external means are 
thought proper to be ufed, be applied before 
fuch general evils have been corrected, they 
will do little, or no good 5 and may do much 
mifehief. On the contrary, when the lues 
is corrected ; when the patient is cool, and 
gets good deep; when the fecretion of 
urine is fo re-edablidied, the general ab- 
forbent faculty fo redored, and the folids 
fo braced,.. that the legs ceaie to fwell, and 
the patient recovers his natural appetite 
and complexion, we find the local difeafe, 
indead of handing dill, has almod always 
made great advances towards being cured, 
by being altered in all the principal cir- 
cumdances of induration, crudity, gleet, &c. 

Whatever chirurgic operation or treatment 
may now be necefiary, will, in all proba¬ 
bility, fucceed immediately; whereas, all 
our attempts before fuch care, do, and 
mud prove fruitlefs. 

P The 
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The furgery required in thefe cafes con- 
lifts in laying open, and dividing the finus, 
or finufes, in fuch manner that there may 
be no poflible lodgment for matter, and 
that fuch cavities may be fairly opened 
lengthways into that of the inteftine rec¬ 

tum : if the internal parts of thefe hollows 
are hard, and do not yield good matter, 

which is fometimes the cafe, more efoeci- 

aliy where attempts have been made to 
cure by injecting aftringent liquors, fuch 

parts fhould be lightly fcratched, or fcari- 

fied, with the point of a knife or lancet, 

but not dreffed with efcharotics; and if, 
either from the multiplicity of external 

orifices, or from the loofe, flabby, hardned, 
or inverted ftate of the lips and edges of 

the wound near to the fundament, it leems 

very improbable, that they can be got into, 

fuch a ftate, as to heal fmooth and even, 

fuch portion of them fhould be cut off, as 

may juft ferve that purpofe. The dreffings 

fhouid be foft, eafy, and light j and the 

whole intent of them to produce fuch fup- 

puration as may (often the parts, and may 
bring them into a ftate fit for healing. 

If 
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If i loofe, fungous kind of flefh has 

taken pofleflion of the infide of the finus, 

(a thing much talked of, and very feldom 

met with) a flight touch of the lunar cau- 

ftic will reduce it fooner, and with better 

effedt on the fore, than any other efcharo- 

tic whatever. 

The method and medicines, by which 

the habit of the patient was corrected, 

fcnUft be continued, (at leaft, in fome de¬ 
gree) through the whole cure •, and all 

thofe excefles and irregularities, which 

may have contributed to injure it, muft be 

avoided. 

* r 7 

By thefe means, cafes, which, at firft, 

have a mod difagreeable and formidable 
afpedt, are frequently brought into fuch 

ftate, as to give very little trouble in the 

healing. 

More trouble muft be fuppofed to at¬ 

tend this kind of cafe, than does a mere 

Ample, recent abfcefs; and more time will 

heceflarily be required to bring the parts 

into a kindly ftate j but, under proper con¬ 

duit, they will, in general, be found to do 

P 2 well. 
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well, without any of thofe operations,which 

mankind have fuch dread of, and which 

are, in general, taught and pradtifed. 

If the bad date of the fore arifes merely 
from the improper manner, in which it 
may have been treated; I mean, from its 
having been crammed, irritated, and ero¬ 
ded ; the method of obtaining relief is fo 
obvious, as hardly to need recital, 

A patient, who has been fo treated, 
has, generally, fome degree of fever; has 
a pulfe, which is too hard, and too quick; 
is thirfty, and does not get his due quantity 
of natural reft. A fore, which has been 
fo drefled, has, generally, aconfiderable de¬ 
gree of inflammatory hardnefs round about; 
the lips and edges of it are tumid, full, 
inflamed, and, fometimes, inverted; the 
whole verge of the anus is fwollen; the 
hsemorrhoidal vefleis are loaded; the dis¬ 
charge from the fore is large, thin, and 
difcoloured ; and all the lower part of the 
redtum participates of the inflammatory 
irritation, producing pain, bearing-down, 

tenefmus, &c. Contraria contrariis is ne¬ 

ver more true than in this inftance: the 
painful, uneaiy ftate of the fore, and of 

the 
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the redum, is the great caufe of all the 

mifchief, both general and.particular; and 

the fird intention muft be to alter that. 

All efcharotics mud be thrown out, and 

difufed; and in lieu of them, a foft dige- 
* 

dive Ihould be fubdituted, in fuch man¬ 

ner, as not to caufe any didention, or to 

give any uneafinefs from quantity; over 

which, a pultice fhould be applied ; thefe 

dreffings fhould be renewed twice a day j 

and the patient fhould be enjoined abfo- 

lute red. At the fame time, attention 

fhould be paid to the general didurbance, 

which the former treatment may have 

created. Blood fhould be drawn off from 

the fanguine; the feverifh heat fhould be 

calmed by proper medicines; the languid 

and low fhould be aflided with the bark 

and cordials; and eafe in the part mud, at 

all events, be obtained by the injection of 

anodyne clyders of darch and opium. 

If the finus has not yet been laid open, 

and the bad date of parts is occafioned by 

the introduction of tents imbued with ef¬ 

charotics, or by the injection of adringent 

liquors, (the one for the deftruCtion of 

callofity, the other for the drying up gleet 

and humidity) no operation of any kind 

fhould 
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fhould be attempted until both the patieiif, 

and the parts are eafy, cool, and quiet i 
cataplafm, clyfters, reft, and proper medi¬ 

cines muft procure this ; and when that is 

accompliflaed, the operation of dividing 

the finus, and (if neceflary) of removing 

a fmall portion of the ragged edges, may 

be executed, and will, in all probability, 

be attended with fuccefs. On the contra¬ 

ry, if fuch operation be performed, while 

the parts are in a ftate of inflammation, 

the pain will be great, the fore for feveral 
days very troublefome, and the cure pro¬ 

longed, or retarded, inftead of being ex¬ 

pedited. 

Particular, individual cafes may re¬ 
quire little particularities, in the treatment $ 
but what I have drawn is the general out¬ 

line. In this, as in moll parts of phyfic 

and furgery, the firft and great objedt is, to 

know what the intention is, which ought 

to be purfued; when that is clear and de¬ 

termined, a man of any degree of know¬ 

ledge will feldom be at a lofs for materials 

wherewith to execute it* 
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Abscesses, and collections of difeafed 

fluids, are frequently formed about the 

lumbal vertebrae, under the ploas mulcle j 

and near to the os facrum : in which cales, 

the faid bones are fometimes carious, or 

otherwife difeafed. i hefe fometimes form 

linufes, which run down by the fide of 

the redtum, and bunt near to the funda¬ 

ment. 

The difcharges from thefe are generally 

large, foetid, thin, and lharp ; it is, there¬ 

fore, no wonder, that the linufes, by which 

they are made, together with the orifices 

thereof, become hard and callous; that is, 

truly fiftulous: but it mult be obvious to 

every one, who will confider it, that the 

chirurgic treatment of thefe fores and finu- 

fes can be of very little confequence to¬ 

wards curing tlje difeafes from whence 

they arife : their feat is generally out of 

the reach either of our inllruments, or our 

applications; and their nature is not fre¬ 

quently found to be capable of being al¬ 

tered by medicine. However that may be, 

certain it is, that what advantage a per- 

fon in fuch circumftances is at all likely to 

receive, is not derivable from furgery; but 

mull 
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muft be from medicine, or from more 

powerful nature. 

Persons, who have long laboured under 

what is commonly called a cachetflic habit, 

have fometimes large colledtions of matter 

formed in the cellular membrane within 

the cavity of the pelvis; which, like the 

preceding, form finufes, and burfl their way 

out near the anus. Thefe finufes, from the 

nature of the difcharge from the depth of 

the feat of the difeafe.; and from the length 

of time, which the drain continues, do al- 

mofi: neceffarily become fiftulous.—Such 

collections do fometimes prove falutary cri- 

fes; though much more frequently they 

haften the patient’s diffolution : but be the 

event which it may, although the fore is 

certainly fiftulous, yet can the art of fur- 

gery do very little, if any material fervice. 

If the event be good, the criiis mull be far 

advanced, and very nearly determined, be¬ 

fore any operation, or even drefiing (except 

what is fuperficial, and merely for the pur- 

pofe of cleanlinefs) can be of any ufe; and 

if the difcharge proves too much for the 

llrength of the patient, it is pretty clear, 

that neither the art of furgery, nor indeed 

any other, can avail him. 

2 Om 
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On the other hand, if it fo happens, 

that nature is fo powerful, that, by means 

of this drain, die can free the habit from 

its former difeafed date; or, if by the help 

of medicine, fuch alteration can be brought 

about, the fidula will not prove very trou? 

blefome: for the fame alteration, at lead 
in fome degree, will be found to have been 

made in that; and if it be not brought 

thereby abfolutely into a healing date, yet 

it will be found to be fo much altered in its 
principal circumdances, that the common 
method, already laid down, will be fully, 

fufficient for the completion of a cure. 

We are, by authors, very frequently ad* 

vifed not to be too hady in the cure of 

thefe cafes; as the continuance of the did? 

charge may prove beneficial to the patient. 

That thefe difcharges are now and then of 

great advantage, is beyond all doubt; but 

very happily for fuch patients, the healing 

or not healing thefe fores is very feldorn 

within our determination. We may, in-? 

deed (and, I fear, often do) by indifcreet 

condudt, prevent a fore from hea|ing, when 

it is nature's intention that it fliould be 

jnealed; but when the finds herfelf relie- 

Q- Ved? 
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ved, or benefited by a difcharge of this kind, 

flie will generally continue it, in fpite of 

our moil officious endeavours to the con¬ 

trary. 

Cancers and cancerous fores are fome- 

times formed in the cavity, or in the neigh¬ 

bourhood of the redmn, and fundament: 

in which they make moft terrible havock, 

and afford moft melancholy fpe&acles. 

As I do not know what will cure a can¬ 

cer, I leave the difcuffion of this to thofe 

who fay that they do ; mod fincerely wish¬ 

ing, that it was in my power to fay, that I 

had, once in my life, known them to have 

fulfilled their prcmife. 

Fistulous fores, finufes, and indura¬ 

tions about the anus, which are confe- 

quences of difeafes of the neck of tne blad¬ 

der, and urethra, called fiftuiae in perineo, 

require feparate, and particular confidera- 

tion. 

In thefe the external openings, with the 

finufes leading from them into the cellular 

membrane, are the leaf! part of the Com¬ 

plaint : the ftridture in the urethra, the in- 
' ■ j du- 

\ ; r 
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duration of the whole neck of the bladder; 

the hardned, fungous, inlarged, or ulcerated 

date of the prodate gland; the difeafes of 

the verumontanum, of the veficulte femi- 

nales, and vafa deferentia, are the great 

and principal objefts of confideration. 

A very lerious confideration, they cer¬ 

tainly make. Great and manifold are the 

miferies which are derived to mankind 

from thefe caufes; and much more diligent 

inquiry do they deferve, than they have yet 

met with; but as they do not immediately 

belong to my prefent fubjedt, I mud omit, 

or, at lead, to another opportunity defer, 

entering into them. 

FINIS. 
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