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T O 

Mr. BEN WELL, 

S I E, 

U R I N G your late illnefs, to 

have troubled you unneceffa- 

rily would have been unpar¬ 

donable in me who was too 

well acquainted with yourfuf- 

brings : but as I can now congratulate you 

on your happy recovery, I am convinced you 

will excufe my requesting the favour of you 

toperufe the inclofed narrative ; and if I am 

niif-informcd in any particular, relative to 

yourfelf or family, that you will be fo good 

as to correct it. When that is done, I muft 

kg your permiffion to publifn it 3 as the moft 

Scandalous falfities have been propagated 

°°t only in your neighbourhood of Eton 

wAWindfor, and the country towns adjacent; 

kt, alfo in the cities of London and Weft- 

B 2 minjicr : 
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minjier: nay even the raoft diftant parts 

the kingdom have been furnifhed with lib 

intended to prejudice me in the efteefn 

my brethren -y from whence you will eaf 

fee the necefiity I am under to juftify r 

condudt in this publick manner, by rel; 

ing fads as they were. I {hall therefore c 

cline any farther apology for the trouble 

am giving you, rather flattering myfelf ti 

you will receive pleafure in doing juftice 

me on this occafion $ as the pretended cau 

of offence to Mr. Aylett was the obeyij 
of your commands, X 

K 

I am. Sir, _ •, . I 

t t - •* a „**■' 

Your very obedient 

and faithful humble Servaf 

WILLIAM BROMFEILD 

Conduit-Street, Hanover-* 
Squnre, fJflober 29, 1759. 
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A, 

Narrative of FACTS, &c. 

Application to the pubiick in 

matters of private concern, is, I am 

fenfible, in itfelf extremely wrong, and par¬ 

ticularly where few can be fuppofed judges 
of the caufe of controverfy. For this reafon, 

and to prevent fcandal to a profeffion which 
has always fuffer’d by difputes amongft its 
members, I would gladly have avoided 

publifhing any thing on the prefent oc- 

cafion : but the clamour which has impru¬ 

dently beenraifed both here and in the coun¬ 

try, as well as the mifreprefentationsof fads 

during my late illnefs, will I hope be thought 

a fufficient apology : efpecially as I firft en¬ 

deavour’d by all poffible means to avoid it^ 

and have even made myfelf appear rather in the 

wrong in regard to the negled of pundilios, 
which gave offence to my adverfary. 
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On Tnefday May the 29th, I receiv’d a let* 

ter from Mr. Ay lett, a Surgeon and Apothe¬ 

cary of JVindfor, informing me that Mr. How* 

ard of Eton and himfelf defired mv immedi- 

ate attendance at Mr.Benwell's, who had fore* 

ed the lower extremity of .the Tibia through 

the Ligament of the joint. When I came to 

the patient’s, I found both thofe gentlemen 

there, who gave me a farther account of the 

accident, and of the date in which they found 

the bone : they had replaced it, and fup- 

ported the foot in a pofture that promifed to 

be mod eafy. 

The patient had been bled freely, and pro¬ 

perly treated in every other refpedi; on ex¬ 

amining the parts, what ought to be done ap¬ 

peared extremely obvious. When we went 

down to confult on the cafe, we were unani- 

moufly of opinion, that nothing but amputa¬ 

tion of the limb could be attempted. Mr. Ay* 

lett propofed to go up himfelf again to Mr. 

Benwell, and by degrees to make him ac¬ 

quainted with our fentiments: he foon re¬ 

turn’d and told us Mr. Benwell defired fome 

little time to confider of it, and to fettle his 

affairs; and that then he would let U3 

know his determination. Mr. Ay lett wTent 

to JVindfor, I accompanied Mr. Howard to 

duie 
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ie with his family^ and he then defined 

would perform the operation if Mr. Ben- 

;ll conf'ented. I atked him who was Mr. 

mwelfs family Surgeon ? He anfwered, I 

a: I delired to know farther, who on this 

:eafion was firft with the patient ? And he 

ifwered I was there fome time before Mr. 

'ylett came. 

Fhat this gentleman was Mr. Howard's pa- 

mt, I dare fay will not be denied by any 

le. I then told Mr. Howard\ if it was his 

:queft, I would take off the Limb for him: 

rhile we were at dinner, a fervant came and 

)ld us: “ that Mr. Ben well had confented to 

have his leg cut off \ but particularly defired 

[ that Mr. Bromfeild would do it, and that 

1 it might be done as foon as pofjibleThis 

neffige I fince am inform’d was delivered 

)y Mr. Benwell to Dr. Bidle, and he fent a 

ervant with it to Mr. Howard. I fent him 

vord I would make all poffible hafte ; but I 

le fired that Mr. Ay let t might be acquainted 

with Mr. Benwell’s refolution, and begg’d his 

immediate attendance: Mr. Howard and I 

directly began to prepare the dreffings, ban¬ 

dages, &c. which while we were doing, Mr. 

Hartcup came from Mr. Benwell de firing we 

WOUld 
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would make as much hafte fts poflible, fo 

Mr. Benwell was very impatient to have i 
over. 

I defired Mr. Howard to take an Ano 

dyne draught with him; as the fooner tha 

was given after the operation the better. W< 

then went to Mr. Benwell's with the appa 

ratus. As foon as I came into the houfe, 1 

was defired repeatedly by the relations an< 

friends of Mr. Benwell, to make all poffibh 

hafte as he was in great anxiety. Th< 

dreffings, inftruments, &c. being all ready, 

as I had not an apron and fleeves with me, ] 

afked a young man that ferved in the fhop 

if he could procure me fomething by way oi 

fubftitute, and he cut off fome woollen cloth 

and pin’d it before me; I then exprefied mj 

wifties that Mr. Aylett would come, as the 

gentleman was fo impatient: on which fomc 
of the people prefent faid he was at that 

time up ftairs with Mr. Benwell. I defired 

he might be informed every thing was ready, 

and that we waited for him. 

When he came down he feemed much dis¬ 
concerted, and faid he wonder’d to fee me fo 

equip’d, I told him Mr. Howard had defired 

me io perform the operation for him, as Mr. 
Benwell 
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J&enwell was his patient; but he anfwered if 

Mr. Howard did not chufe to do it himfelf, 

he had no right to appoint another ; and that 

he ought to have been confulted before I ac¬ 

cepted it. Some few altercations as to our 

private opinions on that fubjedf follow’d; 

but I told him freely, that if he had a mind 

to take off the limb I fhould moft willingly 

refign my pretenfions, as I would always 

gladly be excufed from performing an opera¬ 

tion of that kind : but I added that I fhould 

not compliment him on that occafion to the 

prejudice of the patient, or agree to his do¬ 

ing it if I did not believe he was as capable 

jis myfelf. 

He then made manyeXcufes for prefling 

the matter fo far; and mention’d fome parti¬ 

culars of the many enemies he had in that 

place, who would report things greatly to his 

prejudice if he fhould not perform a part at 

leafl: in the operation: particularly that if any 

accident happened at Eton School, the maf- 

iters might think meanly of a man who was 

not equal to an operation of that kind; but was 

obliged to fend to 'London. Little perfuafion was 

fteceffary to make me give up this point, to a 

C man 
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man whom I had on ail occafions endea 

voured to ferve ; and who by doing it expeft 

ed fome additional reputation, if it fhould b 

attended with fuccefs. This indeed was no 

at that time very probable, as the mufcle 

were greatly contufed and the patient of j 

full habit of body. . '! 

My intentions to oblige this gentleman 

and to ferve him effentially by this condudtoi 

mine, I perfwade myfelf cannot pafs unnoticed 

by any impartial perfon j for I never urged the 

natural plea, that I did not prepare myfeli 

for the operation as a perfon deputed by Mr, 

Howard, but at the particular defire of Mr. 

Benwell and his friends: which muff have 

been unanfwerable. 

As I was taking off the cloth from be¬ 

fore me, a gentleman came with a meflage 

from Mr. Benwell, defiring once more we 

would be as expeditious as poffible, for Mr. 

Benwell was now in extreme pain. I told 

him every thing was ready, and we would 

wait on him immediately : the gentleman 

then added cf that Mr. Benwell infilledonMr. 

'h “ Brom- 
/ 
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“ Bromfeild’s doing the operation,” I told 

him I would wait on Mr. Benwell immedi¬ 
ately, and as foon as I had taken off* the 

cloth that was before me, “ I went up flairs 

<c and thank'd him for the honour he was pleafi- 

“ ed to do me in fixing on me to perform the 

<c operation, but hoped as the gentlemen u'ho 

<c had already been with him were in every 

€c refpeB equal to it> that he would permit 

<c them to do it> and that I would give all ne- 

te ceffary affiance for his fecuri'ty, as other- 

fc wife it might leffen them in the efieern offa~ 

<c mi lies their in neighbourhood. Mr. Benwell 

<c anfwered, that he did not fee it could anyways 

“ affeffi themy ai2d that his friends had re- 

<c commended me fo firongly to him> that he' 

w inf fed on my doing it myfel/P' 

I thought this was not a time to urge 

matters farther : perhaps I had already a<ffed 

too warmly the part of a friend to Mr. Ay let t 

in this inftance. I went down s* I told Mr* 

Aylett what had paffed ; and he then faid 

he would go up and fpeak to Mr. Benwell 

himfelf. He went up : and after fome time he 

came down “and told me Mr.Benwell had dc- 

“ fired us to fettle it amongf ourfelves.” 
> 
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I then alked him what part he would 

chufe todo in the operation ? he faid he fhould 

be glad to cut thro’ the integuments and muf- 

cles ; that I fhould divide the flefh between 

the bones, and remove the periofteum, that 

he would faw thro’ the bones; and that I 

fhould fecure the blood veffels; which, fays 

he, every one knows is the principal part of the 

operation. All this was agreed on, and Mr. 

Aylett then faid he made no doubt but that 

under my aufpices he fhould do it well 

enough : he added that he could not blame 

Mr. Bemoelli for defiring me to perform the 

operation, for had he been in fuch a cafe him- 

felf he fhould certainly have fixed on me, 

for his operator. 

We now proceeded: Mr. Howard and I 

fecured the tourniquet, and pull'd back the 

fkin and mufcles, while Mr. Aylett perform¬ 

ed the parts he had chofe in the manner be- 

forementioned. The operation finifhed and the 

patient in bed, we withdrew to another room: 

and at this time I thought Mr. Ayldt feem’d 

greatly pleafed with my conduct. We were all 

feenw 
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feemingly on the moft friendly termsj and we 

appointed the Friday following for my coming 

to Eton again. The Anodyne was given, Mr. 

Aylettw&s told of what it was compofed, and 

he approved it. I directedMr.^/^/sjourney- 

man keep his hand conflantly on the flumps and 

that when he was tired my young man fhould 

take his place. Mr. Aylett faid there would 

be no occafion for my young gentleman to 

Hay ; for he could depend on his fervant who 

had lived with him many years: I told him 

I meant no more than for fome one to affift 

him when he fhould be tired; and that if 

he difapproved my young gentleman’s Hay¬ 

ing, I would take him home with me. He 

then faid if I would fpare him he might flay. 

I begg’d to hear by the coach the next morn¬ 

ing what kind of night Mr. Bemvell pafled, 

and how he had found himfelf after the 

-operation. 

si -. -• ' \ 

. I received an account from Mr. Hart- 

cup my young gentleman the next morn¬ 

ing, which was as favourable as could be. 

On the Friday I went down, I was there 

about two o’clock : as fpon as I arrived, I fent 

Mr. 
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Mr. Aylett word that I was come; and the 

meflenger brought for anfwer, cc he had a 

<c friend at dinner with him, and as I was tb 

cc dine at Mr. Benwell’s he defir ed I would dine 

u before we did any thing, and he would come 

u down by the time he thought dinner would be 

€t overy and then we would drefs the flump toge- 

c< ther? Mr. Benwell was extremely offended 

at this anfwer: I faw it difturbed him greatly* 

he faid, Mr. Aylett ought to have been there to 

have met me, as I came from London \ or at leaft 

he might have come with the fervant when 

he was fent for: a fecond meflenger wasdif- 

patched to Mr. Aylett, who brought word 

he would be there foon, but as he did not 

return with the man. Mr. Benwell faid that 

he did not care whether he came or not: 

i( he then inf fled on being immediately drefs'd 

*'c as he was in great pain, and lay very wet 

rc from the dijcharge; ” which was likewife 

extremely offenfive ; it being very hot wea¬ 

ther, and the pillow hard and dry. He 

would not, be refufed. I would have wait- 

ed for Mr. Aylett, but Mr. Benwell was 

fo much agitated, that by the perfuafion of 
Mr. Howard, who was his proper Surgeon* 
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I thought it more prudent to break thro’ a 

punctilio in our general form, and do what 

might have been thought irregular amongft 

Grangers, than to rifque the confequences of 

Mr. Ben well's hurrying himfelf more. 

f - ' • • V 

The bandages and outer dreffings were 

removed, clean ones were put on; and a frefh 

pillow was placed to fupport the flump ; 

when it was nearly finifhed Mr. Aylett came: 

I then told him we had not taken off the firft 

applications; only removed what was offen- 

five and endeavoured to lay the patient eafy by 

changing the foul pillow, which was hard 

with the difeharge. Mr. Benwell then told 

him alfo that Mr. Howard was always his 

Surgeon, and that he was to drefs him for 

the future : on this, I faid to Mr. Benwell in 

the prefence of Mr. Aylett and Mr. Howard ; 

‘c neverthelefs Sir, Mr. Aylett Jhould certainly 

<e attend the drejjings : ” to which Mr. Ben- 

well replied he fhould be always glad to fee 

Mr. Aylett : Mr. Aylett faid he wifh’d 

him well; and would wait on him when¬ 

ever he had occalion for him. We went 

down together; and Mr. Aylett defired to 

fpeak 
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fpeak with me. We walked a turn or two iri 

the garden, and he told me fomething 

feem’d to him wrong throughout this whole 

affairs that I fhould not have accepted Mr. 

Howard's deputation without his confent fot 

me to perform the operation ; that my young 

gentleman had at firft refus’d tellinghis jour* 

neyman what a purging draught was, which 

had been given the patient, and the compofi* 

tion of which he fuppofed was refufed to be told, 

by my order; and that my treatment of him 

as that day was indeed what he expe&ed, 

from foregoing circumftances. In anfwer to 

all this, I told him that I could not think 

myfelf to have done any thing wrong in any 

part of this proceeding : neither had there 

been any difrefpedt or affront intended againft 

him ; and that my young man had no fuch 

orders from me. He faid as we were not of 

the fame opinion, it would be proper there 

fhould be a meeting of fome friends who 

were of the profeffion to determine it: and if 

he found he was miftaken he fhould afk my 

pardon. He then went away. 

As I was at dinner, a gentleman came in 

who told me that Mr. Aylett on being alked 

how 
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how Mr. Befi'wdl did? faid with warmth, he V 

was not Mr. Benwell’s Surgeon; and that he 

was difehargedi I anfwered that mud be a 

miftake of Mr. Aylett1s: however I immedi¬ 

ately waited on Mr, Benwell\ and told him 

that Mr. Aylett looked on himfelf as dif- 

miffed from any future attendance; and that it 

was not a proper thing by any means to dis¬ 

continue him from attending, tho* Mr. How- 

ard was to aft as his drefiing Surgeon. To 

this Mr. Benwell anfwered that he never in- 
c 

tended to difmifs Mr. Aylett: T then came 

down and told the gentleman what Mr. Ben- 

well had faid, and defired he would inform 

Mr. Aylett of it ; which he promifed to do. 
„. . . 

s 

The Sunday following I Went to Eton 

again; and on my arrival, I immediately fent 

for Mr .Aylett. While the meflenger was gone, 

his journeyman came to me, and told-me his 

mafter was to dine at Sir Edward Walpole^ 

but would be glad to fee me after dinner, 

at any place I would appoint: I defired him ^ 

to acquaint his mafter I would wait till he 

came to drefs Mr. Benwell, if he would 

Come as foon as he had dined : the young * 

D ai an 
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man went to his mafler, and brought word 

he would meet me at the Chriflopher (Taverni 

cr any other place I would appoint. I went 

to the Chriflopher^ where wedifientcd,astothe 

former points: he told me likewife that on con* 

lulting his friends, as to the particulars, he was 

told they were great flights, and implied a con* 

tempt of him: by which he would certainly 

be hurt in his profeffion : and that the world 

would conclude him ignorant. I told him I 

could not fee the thing at all in that lights 

and I allur’d him nothing of that kind was 

ever intended by me. As I had a poft chaife 

with a perfon waiting in it for me, I told 

him I muft then take my leave; but that I 

ihould be there again the next day, and 

would fend to him. 

The next day, while the pofl: chaife was 

waiting at the door to carry me to Eton> 

I wrote a letter to Mr. Aylett, recapitulating 

exa&iy the whole affair; and defired that 

as no injury whatever was intended him, 

all mifunderltandings might be forgot; and 

that as I had found him and Mr. How¬ 

ard on my fifft vifit jointly concern’d for 

Mr. 'Eenwell; I might fee them fo again 

v ' be- 
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before I left Eton: and hoped that the 

reft of the cure might.be perform’d with 

harmony of all parties : for that difputes 

of this kind difgrace the profeffion in ge¬ 

neral; and ferve no other purpofe but a- 

mufement to the public, who turn both 

the difputants always to ridicule. This did 

not prove fatisfadtory; for foon after I re¬ 

ceived a letter from Mr. Aylett, in which 

he alledged that 11 he could not but think my 

“ conduB as to fome efiential rights in buji- 

iC nefs, had been irregular at leaft; partial- 

“ larly in the Jol/owing points: firjl in my 

“ accepting and attempting to put in prac• 

tc ties -Mr.Howard’s deputation to me to ope- 

“ rate for him, without djking his confenfy 

fc fecondly, in dire Bing and giving medicines 

u without his concurrence or knowledge; arid 

thirdly in my removing the firjl ’drejjings 

,c without his being prefent.” 

. In anfwer to this, I wrote him word 

that: « on re-con Adeline what he had taken 
o 

“ amifs in my condudt at Mr. Benwell'a, I 

was fenfible, that according to the pun&i- 

“ lios of politenefs, which in ftridnefs might 

“ be inAfted on by gentlemen of the pro- 

D 2 feflion* 
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" feflion. I had taken a liberty which I 

■( could not juftify.on fo flight a friendship 

“ as I now perceived, fubfifted between us5 

u and as it was an error, without any de- 

fign to injure him, I fhoula have no 

f< objedion to acknowledge it as fucb, in 

€f the prefence of any friends of his, and 

** mine ; and afk his pardon for it: as noth^ 

<c ing would give me greater pleafure than 

** to be on the ufual terms of friendihip 

<c with him. 

The next Sunday afternoon' was fixed for 

our meeting at the Ghrijlopher • Mr. Pitt 

who dined that day at Mr. Benwell's, was fo 

obliging as to go with me; and Ur .Lucas of 

Windfor, and the Rev. Dr. Graham came 

as friends of Mr. Aylett. A written 

paper was then produced by Mt. Aylett *. 

He 

i. * I acknowledge my conduct towards Mr.Ayktti 
relative to Tome effential forms of bufinefs was irre¬ 
gular ; and that I did not intend him any injury or 
affront. 

a.That I had no pretenfion to take off Mr.Benwell’s 
leg, on the lole deputation of Mr. Howard without 
Mr. jfylett’s concurrence; nor ought any medicines 
to have been given without his approbation. 

* * That 
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He afked me if I had any objection to 

this? I told him, that, as to medicines 

none had been given by my direction but 

the Anodyne draught, which was brought 

by Mr.Htward-, and that I had acquaint¬ 

ed him with the compofition of it; which 

he had approved : he faid that was very 

true : but it was not till after it had been 
/ 

given the patient. I anfwered that I really 

could not charge myfelf with that; but I 

Jmagined it had not been given till he had 

known of it: to this he declared upon 

his honour it was : I acknowledged then 

that was wrong, tho* without defign. I 

told him I fhould allow that thefe little 

points of my condudt were irregular, tho* 

without any intent either to affront or in¬ 

jure him, in the lead, in his profeffion. 

He then afked me if I had any objection 

to fign the paper which he brought: I told 

him not in the leaft; for that I never faid 

any thing, I would not fet my hand to. 

3. That I ought not to have drelled the flump the 

time without Mr. 'jfjUtt's being prefent. 

I fignd 
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I lign’d it: and concluded all mifunder- 

ftandings were cleared up $ and that fuf- 

ficient fatisfadtion was given for any fup- 

pofed flight that Mr. Aylett had received 

from me. I believe the company thought 

we were on terms of friendihip again. Dr. 

Lucas obferved it was much the belt way> 

to reconcile matters in an amicable manner, 

as all difputes of this nature injur'd the pro- 

feflion, I then told the gentlemen prefent, 

thatc< tho' Mr. Aylett was fatisfied1 was not 

“ yet perfectly fo ; for as he had withdrawn 

iC his attendance on Mr. Ben well from fup- 

u pofed fights that I hadf:ewn him in his 

u profefjion, I muf now inf ft that he would 

u go on jointly in the cure with Mr. How- 

tl ard as all objections were now removed: ” 

Mr. Aylett confented, and I believe the gen¬ 

tlemen prefent were well convinced of my 

friendly intentions towards him. I wentim- 

mediately to Mr. Ben we 11, and made ufe of 

all the arguments in my power to prevail on 

him to accept Mr. Aylett again as one of 

his Surgeons: but all the intreaties I cou’d 

think of were ufelefs : he grew warm at 

length, and laid he would not refufe me any 

thing 
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liing elfe; every thing he had in the tvorld 

vas at my difpofal 5 but that: “fuck had been 

c Mr. Aylett’s behaviour from the firji of his 

‘ attending hmy to his 'withdrawing him- 

c felf from him, that he had refolved not to 

' let him come near him again3 even were it to 

c fave his life 

I little thought to have met with fuch 

i determin'd denial, when I afked this as a 

favour ; and added it was the only one I 

would ever requeft of him. When I re¬ 

turned to the Chriflophery I told them I was 

very forry that I had no better fuccefs: and 

Mr. Aylett then thank’d me for my good 

intention. 

Could any one imagine after being ac¬ 

quainted with thefe fadls, that Mr. Aylett 

would have chofe a revival of the fubjedt ? 

efpecially as his chirurgical honour had 

been fatisfied fo fully. 

I muft now beg leave .to make a few 

fhort remarks on the points complained of . 

by Mr. Ayletty and (hall take fhame to my- 

felf 
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felf for an a<ft of weaknefs in iigning the juft1 

mentioned paper: yet perhaps the humane 

will not blame me when the motives that 

prompted me to it are explained. 

In the firft place I have acknowledged 

<c that I had no pretenfions to take off Mr. 

u Benwell’s leg, on the foie deputation of 

<c Mr. Howard, without Mn Aylett's con- 

<c currence.” This was the only point on 

which we had any altercation it our firft 

meeting; and tho’ we differ’d in opinion, I 

was by no means obftinate in my fenti- 

ments.When I found Mr .Aylett had a mind 

to perform the operation, I did not tell him 

that my authority for being prepared 

to operate was not derived from Mr. How¬ 

ard's right of deputation, but from the par¬ 

ticular requeft of Mr. Benwell, and his friends, 

who had fent likewife repeated meffages to 

me to make all poffible hafte, as he was in 

great pain and anxiety. Inftsad of urging 

thefe pretenfions, I immediately took off 

the cloth, that was pin’d' before me, and 

told him, how chearfully I fhould always 

refign performing an operation of that kind, 

where 
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where I thought my patient was as well in 

the hands of another *. 

Would any one believe fuch an advantage 

could be attempted to be taken of this 
friendly indulgence of mine, in permit¬ 

ting him to perform a part in the operation, 

to give him credit, and in not infidkig on 
the patient’s indifputable light to nominate 

whom he pleafed as that it fhould be faid 
at our lad meeting, ct if Mr. Bromfeild had 
<c faid he was to take oft the limb by the 

“ defire of Mr Benwell and his friends, no 

c< more could have been faid f ’ Mr. Pitt, 

the nearefl relation to Mr. Benwell was pre- 

fent at this lad meeting, and faid: Sir, I 

told you Mr. Benwell infided that Mr, 

Bromfeild fhould perform the operation. 

What was his anfwer ? I chufe to decline 

naming it. 

\ 

I could have added another name or two 
who delivered the fame meffage in his pre¬ 
fence: “f* but when he was told fo by them, 

f Vide p. 10. * Vide p. 9. 
E and 
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and by me on my return from Mr. Beri- 

well after my expoilulating with him to 

permit Mr. Aylett to perform the operation, 

in (lead of a decent acquiefcence in the pati¬ 

ent’s determination, fent by repeated meffen- 

gers; he anfwered he would go up himfelf, 

and would fpeak again to Mr. benwell before 

he pave it uo. 
O x 

On his return, he informed me that 

Mr. Btnwell had confented that we fhould 

fettle among ourfelves what part each 

fhould take in the operation*. Every one 

will be furprifed when I relate what was 

the fad: namely, that Mr. Benwell was fo 

far from confenting to Mr. Aylett1s doing 

any part of the operation, that he has fre¬ 

quently (ince he knew it, declared, that he 

believed he fhould have funk under it, had 

he thought Mr. Aylett had done any part 
of it. 

« * 

If this be true I hope Mr. Aylett will 

make the proper excufss to Mr. Benwell for 

my accepting to perf orm only part of the 

peration, when I had promifed him a few 

* Vid. p. 12. 
mi- 
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minutes before to do the whole. The fe- 

cond article is: “ that no medicine ought to 

u have been given without (Mr. Aylett’j) ap- 

ct probation ” at our meeting with our friends 

I objected to this article; declaring, that I 

never directed any medicine whatever to be 

given except the anodyne draught, and that 

I imagined I had told him the compofition 

of it, before the patient took it: to this he 

faid upon his honour he did not know it 

till after it was given. 

Mr. Howard and Mr. Hartcup both de¬ 

clare, that if Mr. Style tt will recollect him- 

felf a little he will find, that it was not 

given till after we return’d from walking 

our hands; therefore he rauft be mifiaken, 

for almofl as foon as we went into the other 

room from the operation, I told Mr. Sly- 

lett that Mr. Howard had made fuch an 

anodyne draught, which he approved of: 

but allowing the opiate had been given as 

foon as poffible after the operation, ought not 

this to have been done ? and would not any 

man who had a regard for his patient’s wel¬ 

fare have given a check to an emotion 

E z pride, 
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pride, had he felt any on fach an occafion 5 

and have laid, I am obliged to you Sir for 

thinking of it, it had efcaped me in my 

hurry. In reality this caufe of complaint 

was introduc’d but two .days before our 

meeting for an accommodation : I never 

heard of any other accufation againft me at 

any of our former meetings, but that of 
% 

accepting Mr. Howard's deputation, and 

dreffing the limb the firft time without Mr* 

Ay let? s being prefent. 

The third and lafl accufation of irregula¬ 

rity relative to fome effential forms of bufi- 

nefs committed by me was the dreffing of 

Mr. Ben well b limb the firfl time without Mr. 

Aylettb being prefent. I readily allow’d this 

to be a breach of a punctilio ufually obferv’d 

by gentlemen of the profeffion: the fad wa$ 

io, but why I did fo very unpolite a thing, 

did not appear upon the face of the articles. If 

we look back to p. 14. it will be found that 

the patient himfelf infilled on its being im¬ 

mediately done, as Mr. Aylett did not come 

with the mdiengers: Mr.Howarwhofe pa¬ 

tient 
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lent Mr. Benwell was, defired alfo that it 

night be done immediately ; and Mr. Be?i- 

well has fince declar’d if I had not, Mr. How¬ 

ard and the people about him, fhould have 

done ic directly. It is alfo true from the hur¬ 

ry of fpirits Mr. Aylett' s meflage had occa- 

fioned in Mr. Benwell I thought it prudent 

to comply with what he infilled on 5 and 

had there not been an intimacy between 

Mr. Aylett and me, I fhould certainly have 

thrown the office on Mr. Howard as his pro¬ 

per burgeon; but if my doing it to oblige 

the patient was a liberty taken from the fup^ 

pofed right of frierdfhip, and I am mlftaken, 

I cannot but obferve that I was drawn into it> 

by Mr. Aylett's own behaviour; for nothing 

but the lame pretentions could have made 

Mr. Aylett fend me the meffage he did. Had 

I been a ftranger to him and fent for from 

London for my opinion, he certainly would 

have come back immediately with the firft 

meffenger ; but the patient’s will under the 

circumftances abovementioned, and his dref- 

fing Surgeon thinking a farther delay might 

be injurious to him will I apprehend appear 

Efficient junification of my conduct, as to 

this 
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this particular: and I flatter myfelfhad Mr. 

Ayletfs friends been acquainted with the 

fads I have now mention’d, they would have 

thought it a moil unreafunable requefl: of 

Mr. Aylett to afk me to fign a paper acknow¬ 

ledging irregularit.es in my condud, as to 

fome punctilios ufually obferved by gentle¬ 

men of the profeflion, in refped to each 

other ; when I was not to blame in any one 

inftancc $ as muft be feen, now the points al- 

ledged as wrong, are explained. The natural 

queflions now wili be, why did you not ex¬ 

plain the fads before ? and why did you fign 

the paper ? 

It was at firft my intention to explain the 

articles of accufation againft me to the gen¬ 

tlemen prefent; but ’twas faid there had been 

too much altercation already on the fubjed, 

that we now perfedly underflood each 

other, and that the purport of their meeting 

was to accommodate matters -y and therefore 

it would be better to fay no mere on the fub- 

jed. I the more readily affented to this, 

as it grew late, and I had a perfon in the pofl 

cha:fe at the door waiting for me to go to 

London: 
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London: therefore without confidering the 
;onfequences, and not being in the leaft ap- 
Drehenfive or ihe ill ufe that would be made 
rf wh t I did, prompted by good nature ex- 
ended to foiiy, I fign’d the paper: which 
fee add to me as torn from a letter, and in¬ 
tended to fti ve only for a memorandum of 
the points in which he thought I had adted 
irregularly towards him as a Surgeon. 

The figning this was a work of fuperer- 

rogation, as he defired me only either to ac¬ 

knowledge them as irregular, and without 

any defign to affront or injure him in his pro- 

fqfiion before fome of our friends; or to give 

it in writing. As I gave my confent to the 

articles as read, I could certainly have refufed 

figning them ; but my friendfhip for Mr. 

Aylett at that time was fuch that I would 

have taken any flep to have removed the 

prejudices he had incurr’d, thro’ warmth of 

temper, from feveral perfous in his neigh¬ 

bourhood ; efpecially as I look’d on myfelf 
in fome meafure the caufe, as he had look’d 

on my behaviour towards him in an impro¬ 
per light, and in confequence had with¬ 

drawn himfeif from attending cn Mr. Ben- 

well. Had he afk’d me to have done any 

thing 
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thing elfe that I thought could have ferv’d 

him, I fhould not then have refufed him : 

but had I imagined that letters were to have 

been fent all over London, and copies of the 

paper fign’d by me with additions tranfinitted 

to every coffee-houfe and ale-houfe in town 

and country, by agents employ’d for that 

purpofe, it would not have been fo eafily 

obtained. But this is fo mean and defpica- 

’ble that it’s beneath my farther notice. 

Nothing but the greeted: weaknefs, join¬ 

ed with the higheft degree of ingratitude, 

I fhould think, could have prevailed on any 

one to have taken fuch fteps., after the many 

civilities and friendly ads I had done him $ 

not only throughout the whole of this 

tranfadion, but on every other occafion 

that offer’d fince our firft acquaintance. 1 

certainly fhall be blam’d for making a- 

ny concefhons when I was not culpable, 

but on the contrary had been endeavour¬ 

ing to ferve this man to the utmoft of my 

power : but when it is confider’d what 

was then, and weird conftantly have been 

c ameur’d againft me, I flatter myfelf any 
other 
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ther perfon in the fame circumftances, wouid 

have adted as I did. 
* 

It was faid every where that Mr. Aylett 

wrote me the letter to invite me down and 

that afterwards I prepared myfelf to do the 

operation without his knowledge : and 

laftly, that I took off the dreffings the 

firft time from the flump without his be¬ 

ing pr-fent. I was likewife charged with 

want of candour, and being ungenerous 

to a friend who had call’d me in; that 

fuch proceedings were irregular between 

gentlemen of the faculty $ and confequently 

that Mr. Aylett as a man who was tenaci¬ 

ous of the honour of the profeflion, was 

oblig’d to withdraw himfelf from attending 

any longer in a family where fuch flights had 

been put on him. 

That Mr. Aylett, wrote the letter to me 

is very true, but it is alfo true that he did 

not propofe me to Mr. Benwell's friends, 

but only did the office of fecretary to Mr. 

Howard (who did name me to them 

for my affiftance) while he was employ- 

F ed 
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td in bleeding the patient; as to the othfcr 

points, tho’ they are fufficiently explain’d 

here, yet at the time of our meeting at the 

Chrijlopher they were not. 

Would not one imagine by this extraor- 

dinary behaviour, that the courage of Mr. 

Aylett had been call’d in queflion, and that 

thefe fteps were necelfary for his jollification ? 

or rather does not this appear to be an ignis 

fatuus, to take off the attention of thofe to 

whom Mr. Benwell's friends had complain’d 

of his inhumanity, in contefting a point of 

that nature, when the poor gentleman was 

waiting with the greateft anxiety for the ope¬ 

ration to be perform’d ? As alfo in his dis¬ 

crediting every lelater of Mr.Benwell's deter¬ 

mination that 1 fhould perform the operation 

for him : and laftly, attacking him under 

thefe circumdances for himfelf to do it 3 which 

Mr. Benwell abfolutely refus’d, and told him 

he infilled on my doing the operation : not¬ 

withstanding which, that he fhould inform 

me that Mr. Benwell had confented, that we 

fhould fettle it amongfl ourfelves, what part 

each 
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each Should do in the operation, and perfift- 

cd in the cruelty to do it ? 

Thefe I find were the complaints againft 

Mr. Aylett. How far the method he has 

taken has remov’d them, he be ft can tell: 

I own I cannot conceive that it at all con¬ 

cern’d the publick in general, or Mr. Ben- 

well and his friends in particular, whether 

every punctilio of the profeffion had been 

nicely obferv’d between us or not; provided 
we had both done our duty. I {hall only oh- 

ferve that had I in reality inadvertently com¬ 

mitted the irregularities he had put down oa 

his paper, and acknowledged them as errors, 

tho’ without defign, in the prefence of one or 

more gentlemen this would have been fatif* 

factory to a man of the niceft honour. What 

ingratitude muft it then be in a man who 

knew that every ftep I took contrary to what 

he would wifh was no adt of mine, but the 

immediate order of Mr. Benweil and his 

friends; and who could not but fee, that all 

my endeavours were to take off* the clamour 

that was raifed againft him by his enemies, 

and to reconcile him to the favour of Mr. Benf 

F 2 well | 
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well? Had I been more fuccefful, I fancy \ 

fhould not have been laid under the neceflity 

of this juftification of my condud. 
i ■ * *■ t ■ ' * 

That the friends of Mr. Ay let t fhould by 

all means endeavour to difculpate him from 

the charge made by Mr. Benwdl*s relations 

and friends which arraign’d his humanity is 

natural 5 and it might be excufed had they 

attempted to divert the attention of his enemies, 

from the objed they thought would moft 

injure him, by producing the paper figned 

by me: but that men who are aiming at any 

degree of eminence in their profcffion as 

Surgeons, fhould be inlifted in his company 

of defamers, is to me aftonifhing; yet fuch I 

am informed there are, who being wrote to* 

with a copy of the articles of irregularities 
inclofed, have been privately handing them 

about, intending to prejudice me with my 

brethren. Would not any man who from his 

prefeffion would wifh to be look’d on as a 

gentleman, on receiving fuch a letter, have 

endeavoured, firft to inform himfelf of the 

fad from the perfon refleded on, if known 

to J*im ? And if I am rightly inform’d, there 

are 
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are among them perfons whom T have ef- 

fentially ferved, and to whom I have on all 

occafxons fhewn the greattft civilities If f0j> 

I think, if they have any-feeli. g, this mark 

of my contempt of fuch behaviour will be 

fufficiently galling- efpecially to men whofe 

fell lufficiency, is their predominant virtue: 

and the more now they have found how much 

fuch behaviour is difcountenanced by every 

man truly eminent in the profeffion. 

I have yet one apology to make, which 

is to the publick, for giving them this trou¬ 

ble relating to a private tranfadion; and I 

find this the more neceflary, as my friends 

in the profeflion are pleafed to think I fhould 

not have condefcended to do it: but it was 

my defire that the truth fhould be made pub- 

lick, where fallhood had been fo carefully 

propagated. If there wants a confirmation 

of the fads, the following letter from the 

gentleman himfelf contains one fo effedual, 

that after it, I can t ke no farther notice of 

what may be urged by any one. 

F I N I S». 
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William Bromfeild, Efq; 

^ ’IN . 

Conduit-Street* 

S I R, 

/am favour'd with your letter y and the nar¬ 
rative of your conduct in refpeff to Mr.. 

Aylett: I cannot fay I was totally unacquaint¬ 
ed with his behaviour either to you or me, be¬ 
fore the arrival of your packet; and 1 blufh to, 
think that there is a perfon fo void of huma¬ 
nity as he has Jhewn himfelf to be, by his con- 
duff towards me during my greatefl difir cfs, 
and his ingratitude to you for repeated endea¬ 
vours to ferve him in my family during his at¬ 
tendance on me; as well as your friendly good 
offices in per funding me to permit him to at¬ 
tend me a gam, after he had withdrawn him- 
felf becaufe Iinfifed on Mr. Howards dref- 
fmg me for the future, who 1 told him was al¬ 
ways- my Surgeon; tho' neverthelefs, I fhculd 
be glad to fee him. Believe me 'Sir, I was not 
a little fliocked when 1 was firfl told that 
Mr. Ay lett had taked off my limb, as till them 
I thoroughly believed, that you had perform¬ 
ed the whole operation. !'To think that a 

mam 
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man could have the hardinefs to impofe on you 
the greateji falfity furpnjes me; for> fo far 
from giving my con/ent to his doing any part 
of the operation, that I told him I had infix¬ 
ed on your d ing it; on which he faid he mujl 
then take his l ave, and went down flairs: and 
I do declare that had I thought he had a 
knije in his hand employed on mey 1 do be¬ 
lieve I fhould hai e funk under the operation. 

Could any one imagine I Jlould have 
been fo weak as net to take the advan¬ 
tages of your hand, whofe character was fo 
well known to every one of my friends who 
were then prefent, and whom Mr. Aylett him- 
felf had, not two hours before, recommended to 
me for your great abilities in your prof ejfionjwhen 
he was perfuading me to confent to the taking 
off 'of my limb? It is impoffible that any mails 
vanity can carry him fio far as to fuppofe that 
an operation of that kind can be fo well per¬ 
formed by any private practitioner, who pof- 
Jibly may not do it, five times in his whole 
life; as by one who is under a neceffity of doing 
it in an hofpitaf probably as many times in 
a week. 

I have read the narrative with great care 
and attention to my whole family, who were 
better acquainted than /, with what pafi'ed 
below fairs. And they declare every circum- 
fiance related by you is JaCl, and are ready 
to give their oaths as to the truth if required. 

l OH 



Ton are extremely Wellcome to make what 
tife of this letter you think proper, for 
I Jhou d be equally liable to the reproach¬ 
ful name of ungrateful did I not do you 
all the jifiice in my power, for the urgent eel \ 
treatment you have met with on my are 
Had the fcurrility reach'd no farther the 
my neighbourhood, as 1 can now go abroa. _ 
your taking any farther notice of it would have 
been unneceffary• but how far thef under may 
have reach'd 1 cannot guefsbut if beyond my 
fmall circle of acquaintance, you can befl deter* 
mine what ought to be done> 

hm 

I am. Sir, 
Tour obliged and very humble fervant, * 

Eton, Qfloher 20, 

I??9‘ 

JOSEPH BENWELL, 


