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D Y S E N T E R Y. 

ClIAP T E R I. 

An bijiorical account of tho 
dyfcntcry. 

% 

PERSON afllitScd with the 
more acute gripings tn the 

belly, with a frequent inclination 
to ftool, and who emits the evacua¬ 
tions with bloody, or mucous mat ¬ 
ter, is, by the unanimous opinion 
of phyficians, agreed to be t roubled 
with a dyfentcry: nor can any 
other difeafe be called by this 

name 
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name, unlefs thefe three fymp- 
toms be found therein. The o- 
ther flgns arifing to the patient, 
are not precisely examined by this 

rule, but are defended differently 
by different authors ; but as I had 

frequent occafion in the courfe of 
feveral years conflant pradrife, to 

obferve feveral things, which ei¬ 
ther did not occur to others, or 
have appeared to them in a dif¬ 

ferent light from what they did 
to me, the right underftanding of 

’ which, would in my opinion, evi¬ 
dently turn to the good of the 
community, I determined with 
myfelf, to lay-before the public, 
what I found by experience to be 
almoft of an infallible efficacy; In 
doing; which, I flaall in the firft 

dace, date thofe things which may 
ae conducive, either to explain,, 
or iiluftrate the hiflory of the dil- 

eafe, but yet fo as to tranferibe 
or 
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or repeat the cbfervations of o- 
thers, as little as poflible; next 

I fhall lay down, what I found 
to be almofl infallibly attended 

with fuccefs in the cure of that 
\ v 

diftemper; and in the lad; place 
fhall fhbjoin, what I take more 

immediately to refpedt the theory 
of the difeafe, and quality of the 

medicines ufed therein. 

■ ' 

In doing which things, however 

my opinion may differ from others, 
I do not mean thereby to weaken 
their credit, nor reflect upon their 
dili gence ; for the complexion ot 
the fame difeafe, may at various 
times, appear differently, fo that 
no phyxician, however flailed in 
thefe things, can twice expect tlife 

fame fymptoms ; for according to 
* Sydenham, “ It may happen that 

i 

* Ob few at, ds morb. acut. fefl. 4. cap. iii. 

B 2 there 
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there may be as different forts of a 
dyfentery, as of the fmall-pox, 

and other epidemic diforders, and 
which, on that account, require 
a different kind of cure in fome, 

from what is to be ufed in others;” 

for if this was not the cafe, we 
could not take the liberty of mak¬ 

ing any excufe in any fpe- 
cies of it ; for in every kind of 
philofophy, there ought to be 

a freedom to chufe, but particu¬ 
larly in phylical queftions, where 
the mind muff extend itfelf, to 
the right underftanding, both the 
occafion of what it is to know, 
and the matter' to be learned 

V , 

thereby. But if it fhould happen, 
that fuch as differed from great 
men in their fentiments, would 

be thought to violate the efteem 
and reverence for them, it muff 
infallibly happen, th at ftudents thus 

circumftanced, would make little 
pro- 
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progrefs, nay fcarce would have 
a beginning or increafe, but ra¬ 
ther continue in a ftate of in¬ 
fancy ; a complaint which may 
be with great juftice taken up, 
concerning medicine, above any 
other art or employment what- 
foever. 

My firft obfervation then con¬ 
cerning a dyfentery is, that the 
fame ought feldom or never to be 
confidered as coniifting in acute 
difcafes, or to be attended with 
any fever, a dodtrine different 
from what the chief modern phy- 
licians have laid down; indeed the 
antient writers rather eftablifh the 
opinion which we have adopted, 
and ftrengthen the fame upon 
their own practice and authority.- 
On the other hand Sydenham * 

reprefents, that this difeafe does 

* Loco citato. 

not 
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not always take its rife from hor¬ 
ror and from rigor, though 
this be the general cafe : that 
thefe are followed by a heat 
through the whole body, as is 
cuflomary in fevers; nay, in de¬ 
ferring particularly the Pcate of 
the air, and of fome general di- 
ftempers, he very properly lays 
that a dyfentery * is none other 
than a real fever, predominant dur¬ 
ing that conftitution of the air, but 
with this peculiar difference, that 
its malignant tendency was in¬ 
ward, and that difcharging itfelf 
into the inteflines, it, by thefe 
opened for itfelf a paffage by 
which it might be evacuated. 
•f Doctor Mead is at pains to fhew 
that it proceeds from an inflam¬ 
mation, and never without fome 
degree of a fever: a prejudice fo 
ftrongly rooted in Boerhaave, that 

* Ibid. fell. i. cap. ii. 
Monita ttprecept, med. cap. vii. fell. i. 

in 
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in his whole book of aphorifms 
he has not mentioned a dyfenterys 
further than in explaining the no¬ 
tion of a diarrhoea febrilis., or when 
he enumerates fo-me ulcers which 
fometimes terminate the inflam¬ 
mation of the bowels; but in¬ 
deed to fpeak truly, accurate de- 
fcriptions . of difeafes, could not 
be expected from Boerhaave, not¬ 
withstanding he was a man of 
the greatefl: candour and in¬ 
genuity ; as through the whole 
of his life, his aim was to 
teach his ftudents the elements 
of medicine, as a fcience already 
brought to perfection, and found¬ 
ed upon geometrical principles, 
and capable of a mathematical 
demonftration : but whoever ap¬ 
plies himfeli to a fearch of this 
kind, he will gradually become 
fuller and more intent upon af- 
figning the reafoas of things: 

in 
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in line, he will make it his ftudy 
fo to enlarge upon the caufes, 
that thefe in a manner may 
take in, and explain the moft of 
the phenomena which may oc¬ 
cur. It is on this account that a 
mafter at the fame time when he 
{pares his own trouble, pro¬ 
cures greater weight and autho¬ 
rity with his followers, than if 
he fhould firft refolve to trace 
the matters to their firft fource ; 
and to denote the variety of them 
he fhould, in the mean time, pro- 
fefiing his own ignorance, leave 
the caufes and the principles on 
which they depend to be fought 
out and inveftigated by others. 
But ’tis likely, that in this affair 
Bosrhaave was guided by the ex¬ 
ample of Are tarns; for although 
moft part, if not all the phyfi- 
cians of antiquity, in a peculiar 
manner, reprefent ulcers among 

the 
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the caufes of a dyfentery, yet 
forne account for them upon o~ 
ther principles, and give a dif¬ 
ferent reprefentation of the na¬ 
ture of the difeafe: However, 
Aretceus is fingle in his opinion, 
for while he fpecifies the differ¬ 
ent fymptoms of it, he refers 
their variety, without affigning 
any reafon for his opinion, to the 
various ulcers in the bowels; it 
may readily be granted, that an 
ulcer was fometimes the effedt of 
a dyfentery, but I cannot be 
brought to grant that it was the 
caufe, unlefs at the time when 
the patient was afRidted with fome 
other ailment of the inteft ines from 
whence a brooding ulcer might, 
in the lafl extremity, have an un¬ 
couth likenefs to a dyfentery: 
But a dyfentery of this kind, in 
tracing out the progrefs of the pre- 

C fent 
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fent difeafe, ought to obtain here 
no manner of place whatfoever. 

Nor does it feem more agree¬ 
able to truth, to attribute the be¬ 
ginning of the difeafe to an in¬ 
flammation ; for an inflammation 
of the bowels always produces a 
great and burning fever, it binds 
the body, and in a manner feals 
up the ftomach ; from this bind¬ 
ing we judge of the greatnefs of 
the danger, and when once this , 
is removed, we look upon the 
worft to be over, and the patient 
to be in a fair way. From all 
which it appears, that an inflam¬ 
mation is contrary to the very na¬ 
ture and genius of a dyfentery, 
a great part of which confiils in 
the too frequent ufe of the ftool: 
feldom, indeed, are the more e- 

v 

' yident marks of a fever to be ob¬ 
served in perfons troubled with a 

dyfen- 
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dyfentery, not even if by chance 
•there be a quicker pulfe ariflng 

from a pain in the bowels, or if 

on account of aloofenefs, there be 
a conflderable degree of thirft, or 
if the tongue be covered over with 
a languid white, all which mull 
be attributed to a fever. Thefe 
ailments generally ceafe fo foon 
as the inflammation of the in- 
teftines has been fubdued : nor 

is their connexion with the dy¬ 
fentery more clofe than with fe- 

veral other difeafes which daily 
occur; but indeed I have not 
obferved one patient in ten, who 
was viflted with a fever, antece¬ 

dent to the dyfentery, or whom 
the former left at the time when 
the latter had abated. Every 
thing is the reverfe ; the face for 
the mcft part is emaciated, and 

looks inordinately pale,, the eyes 
lively and clear, the pulfe weaker, 

C 2 nor 
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nor at any time higher, except 
when the pains of the ftomach 

are more exquifite and more con- 
ftant-; no chillinefs, no heat, and 

what may remove all doubt, the 

difeafe, when left to itfelf, is for 
the moft part tedious and1 linger¬ 
ing, fo that from fome patients 
I underftood that they had been 
troubled with that diftemper for 
two or three months together. Be¬ 

tides the thorough cure is not as 
in fevers, the work of a few 
hours, depending upon a fudden 
turn of the humours, but is Jlowly 

and by degrees brought to per¬ 
fection, by the repeated ufe of 
the fame remedies: This I lay 

is the real nature of the difeafe, 
as I have obferved in the courfe of 

five or fix years, during a very 
large and confiderable practice 
upon thofe troubled with a dy¬ 

fentery in St, Thomas’s hofpital, 

an 
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an account of whofe cafe and 
condition I have marked down.’ 

It indeed may happen, and fome- 

times does, that, in men who are 

naturally of a warmer conftitu- 
tion, or who contract a fever 
from other caufes, a dyfentery 

is attended with a fever; but 
in an encampment, or from fome 
peculiar condition of the air and 
diet, the face of the diieafe will 
become different; and yet in that 

inveterate dyfentery which made 

fuch havock at * Nemeguen, in 
the year 1736, and in the camp, 
which that accomplifhed phyfi- 

cian dodtor + John Pringle has 
defcribed, the fymptoms of a fe¬ 

ver were fo few and fo obfcure, 

* Vide Begnerum de dyfent. pag. 16> 22. 
* 

-f ObJervaP. on difcafes of the armyy ch. v. 
feti, 1, 

that 
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that no manner of regard was to 

be paid to them, fo that the mat¬ 

ter becomes briefly this, that the 

dyfentery, like the rheumatifm or 
other articular difeafe, fome- 
times contains a kind of fever 

1 t 

within itfelf, or at lead is at¬ 
tended therewith ; however, that 

this diftemper is frequently more 
lingering, and unattended with 

any real fever, and much more 

fo than even the rheumatifm it¬ 
felf. 

Another obfervation pretty fi- 

milar to this, and which I had 

frequent occafion to make, has 

obliged me to differ' from fbme 
illudrious authors, which is, that 
a dyfentery is not confined to any 
peculiar feafon, but may happen 

at any times of the year. Upon the 
authority oi Sydenham, the com¬ 

mon opinion of phyficians is, 
that 
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that it's beginning is generally a- 

bout autumn, that it decays to¬ 
wards the winter feafon, but fel- 
dom continues for any time during 
that period. Indeed from the 
teftimony of Galen, one would 

be convinced that the matter 

was quite otherwife, for he lays 
that the dyfentery is more infect¬ 

ing * and troublefome in the fum- 
mer; but the change of the air 

in England; the ftate of our 

atmofphere in autumn; the tranlb- 

tion from heat to cold, and from 
dry to moilt, renders the human 
body .more obnoxious to di- 
feafes of this fort; befides the too 

hafly ufe of autumn fruits before 
they are thoroughly ripe, may not 

a little contribute thereto, not- 

withftanding we fee many people, 
who have abftained from every 

* In libr. Hippocr, de natura human a camment. 
grim* 

kind 
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kind of luxury, feized with dy- 

fenteries at that time. However, I 

cannot give into * Sydenham’so pi-- 
nion, that dyfenteries abate as the 

winter advances; for in the years, 

1760, 1761, and 1762, thefe 

continued throughout the win¬ 

ter, no lefs frequent nor lefs trou- 
blefome than in the beginning of 
autumn ; nor did they abate in the 
lead of their wonted inveteracy, 

until the fpring conllderably ad¬ 

vanced, and had diminifhed from 
S 

the fharpnefs of the air, and ri¬ 

gour of the winds; a circum- 
dance, which, in my opinion, will 
not a little tend to trace out the 

difeafe to its firft fource, and to 

fhew its clofe connexion with the 

rheumatifm; which lad, except 
at a time when it is joined with a 
more painful fever, is rather an 

•* Be morb. acut.fefl. iv, cap. i, ii, et vi. 

attendant 
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attendant during the winter than 

-the fummer feafon. Befides, in 

the autumn of the year 1762, fuch 

as were troubled with the dy- 
ientery, and of whom there was 

a conliderable number, were much 
* » 

more frequently vilited with fe- 

verifh fymptoms, than fuch as la¬ 
boured under it in the following 

winter; and yet thefe fymptoms 
of the difeafe did not appear 
more favourable in the winter pe¬ 
riod : fomething like this fre¬ 
quently happens in the rheu- 

matifm, if 1 am not miftaken; 
that is, though in the fummer- 

feafon it is not fo frequent as it 
is in winter, yet it is oftner ac¬ 
companied with a fever during the 
former period : However, thefe 

obfervations ought not to be taken 
too ftridtly ; for at the very time 

of writing them down, viz. about 
D the 
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the latter end of December 1763, 

two or more dyfenteries, fell un¬ 
der my immediate infpedtion, 

which drew a remarkable fever 
along with them : It is fufficient, if 

what we have advanced, be in 
general true ; although it may 

not always be found to be con¬ 
firmed by practice, and expe¬ 

rience. 

I t is frequently obferyable, 
that fuch as are afilidled with a 
dyfentery, are, both oftener and 

for a longer time than is agreed 

among authors, greatly afflidted 
with a fqueamifhnefs, and pro- 
penfity to vomiting. Some make 

mention of this accident, but as 
of a leffer inconvenience, which 
only fhews a kind of pain at the 

beginning of the diftemper. I in¬ 
deed have obferved patients, af¬ 

flidted with the dyfentery, vomit 
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three or four times in twenty-four 
hours, for feveral days together; 

and the moft part of them to 
continue under the fame fymp- 

tom, until the remaining violence 
of the difeafe was got under. 
Nay, I cured one man, who be¬ 

fore confulting with me, did every 
third or fourth day, for fix weeks 
together, vomit of himfelf; and 

another, who for three months, 

frequently emited fuch like eva¬ 
cuations. 

But what Sydenham * feemed 
rather to hint than to affirm, has 
generally happened in the courfe 
of my obfervations ; that the firffc 
attack of the difeafe did imme¬ 

diately feize upon the fmall guts, 
and then in an orderly progrefs, 

reached the redtum; and when 

* De morb. acut. Jett. 4. cap. iii. 

D 2 the 
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the gripings had almofl. ceafed,. 

on home people the tenefmus 

feemed to be more urgent and 

importunate ; that fharp and pu¬ 

trid matter, at flrft abounding in 

the gut jejunum and ileum, now 
flowing only from' the frnall 
veflels of the reftum. From this 

conftitution of the difeafc it hap¬ 
pens, that when a patient may 
feem to himfelf and his phylician; 

to be out of danger, yet his ftools 
may be tinged with bloody 

ftreaks, or fome fmall appear¬ 
ances of bloody matter ; and 

yet, in the firfl: and mod dan¬ 

gerous ftage of the difeafe, no 
blood is evacuated: for, flnce 

from the long continuance of the 
diflemper, the coats of the in- 
tefline rectum, and the veflels in¬ 
herent in them, are fo emaciat¬ 
ed and thinned, that they are 

wounded with the leaft ftrain at 
ftool. 
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Itool. But after the impulfe and 
force of the difeafe has fubiided into 
the colon and redtum, it frequent¬ 
ly happens, that fome feculency 
left from the digeftion of different 
aliments, continue inactive in the 
fmaller inteftines, until, toward 
the end of the difeafe, every part 
of the abdomen, having recover¬ 
ed its natural ffrength, thefe mor- ' 
bid particles are throw off; and 
fince their acrimony becomes great¬ 
er, in proportion to their con¬ 
tinuance, it happens that by their 
defcent, there arifes a confider- 
able pain, and for a day or 
two, blood is evacuated with 
them. In the mean time the he¬ 
morrhoidal veins are fo diftended 
and weakened by the tenefmus, 
that after a dyfentery of a long 
continuance, they generally grow 
into blind tumours, which feme- 

times 
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times are attended with an ex-- 
tremity of pain. And yet for thefe 
reafons, the falling down of the 
rectum, particularly in a^ lax and 
delicate habit of body, often ter¬ 
minates the difeafe, as Degnerus 
hath remarked in the dyfentery, 
which raged at Nemeguen fome 
years ago. 

These being wholly removed 
by the power of medicine, a 
plentiful and daily purging fuc- 
ceeds a dyfentery, but yet free 

from any pain, for while that 
fharp and mucous matter of the 
dyfentery, by which the gripings 
and the tenefmus were occasioned, 

is difeharged from the inteftines and 
mefentery, the canals of the vef- 

feis are widened at the fame time 

that their elaftic force is dimi- 
♦ * 

* Hift. Dyfent. fag. • j 7. 

nifhed j 
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nifhed ; fo that after all the mu¬ 
cus has been confumed, the vei- 
fels may proceed to emit the fe- 

rous humour in large quantities, 

which in itfelf is indeed innocent, 
but yet from its abundance, may 
occafion an immoderate loofenefs, 
and impair the ftrength of the 

patient. 

Nor indeed fo frequently, tho’ 
more than once I have feen a 
dyfentery abate fomewhat in wo¬ 

men, cum fupervenijfent menflrua. 
For while they were pained with 

bloody ftools, occaiicned from a 
very troublefome teneimus, and 

an exquilite pain in the inteflines, 
all thefe have been quieted, up¬ 
on the breaking out of the Ca¬ 

tamenia, and fo foon as that pur • 
gation was over, things became 

crude and returned as before. 
A 
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A long-continued dyfentery,espe¬ 
cially in perfons of aloofeand pitu- 

ious habit of body, frequently ends 

in a dropfy, which generally is of 
the word kind, and but little alle¬ 

viated by the molt effectual reme¬ 

dies : But this chiefly happens, 

when by opiatis medicamentis, me¬ 
dicines inclining to deep, the dy¬ 
fentery has been prematurely fup- 

preffed and thereafter has been 
renewed. Thus have the bow¬ 

els, from whence the chyle is fup- 
olied for nourifhing the body, 

become weaker, and performed 
their functions more flowly ; 

hence its comes to pafs that the 
temperature of the humours be¬ 
comes weak and infipid, the red- 

ifh part oi the blood diflolving, 
and the aqueous rendered more 
foul and vifeous. And thus they 

fuck in gradually, the mucus of 
the 
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dyfentery, To long latent in tlie 
inteftines, by the mouths of the 

lacteal, lymphatic and mefenteric 

veffels, andthus the lymph becomes 
thicker, through every part of 

the body, which, while it is ex¬ 

haled into the different cavities? 
and into the fmaller cells of 
the adipous membrane, becomes 
flower arid more glutinous, than 

to be again received, with eafe 
at the extremities of the lym¬ 

phatic vefiels, or to be perco¬ 
lated by the minuteft glands 
thereof; for whenever there is 
a ftagnation of the lymph, either 
in the lymphatic veffels, or in 

the glands, the perfon fo affected 
falls into a dropfy. 

But what I take to be the 
chief article of thefe things, which 

falls within the compafs of my 

knowledge for enlarging upon the 
E hiftory 
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hiftory of this difeafe, is its ftridleft 
affinity with the rheumatifm. I 
indeed chufe to ufe the Greek 
appellations, in the treating of 

it, left, by affedting Latin voca¬ 
bles, I ffiould be reduced to the 

neceffity of perpetual circumlo¬ 
cutions, a thing no way agreeable 

to myfelf, and tedious to my 
readers. Then I give the name 
rheumatifm, an expreffion more 
derived from ufe, than from a 

Greek original, or any other pe¬ 
culiarity, to thofe pains with which 
the joints, the mufcular, or mem¬ 
branous parts of the body are 
affedted, whether there be a fe¬ 
ver or not. It very frequently 
happens, that however foon people 
are freed from a dyfentery, they 

are feizpd with a pain in the 
ffioulder, or in the fide : fome- 

tirnes the pain feizes upon the 
breaft. 
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bread, the arms, the legs, or 
the integuments of the cranium. 
This pain is preceeded by no con- 
vullive fhpddering, nor is it attend¬ 

ed with any hgns of a fever, for the 
difeafe is plainly reduced to the 
clafs of a chronical rheumatifm ; 
of whofe fhiftings I have more ex¬ 
amples, than I would chufe to re- 

prefent here. Sometimes I have 
had occafion to cure a man, both 
of the rheumatifm and dyfentery, 
at one and the fame time; nay, 
I have fometimes known the grip- 

ings of the inteftines to be attended 
with exquihte pains through the 

whole body, particularly the more 
fiefhy parts, while too violent a 
contraction would cramp the 
thighs and legs j fo as that 

the whole Ikin, was infedted 
with livid Ipots throughout; 
^his happened in a particular 

E 2 manner, 
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manner, in the autumn of 

the year 1762, when both the 
dyfentery and rheumatifm were 
epidemical, but as the feafon ad¬ 
vanced, toward the end of Octo¬ 
ber, thefe difeafes feldom united 

in the fame perfon, nor was the 
rheumatifm wont to feize the 

mufcles, or membranes of the 
patient, before the pains in 
the inteftines were removed, 
which was the more frequent 
courfe of the two diflempers. But 

fometimes, when a diarrhea fuc- 
ceeded a dyfentery, the rheu¬ 
matic pain, either excruciated the 
fide, the fhoulders, or the legs 
and arms of the patient: whence 
it is clear, that purging is a na¬ 

tural inftrument, or channel, by 
which that acrid and morbid kind 
of matter is conveyed from tfe 
body; and that this matter may 

pah* 
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pafs from one part to another, 
while the loofenefs continues, 

which now excites no anguifh in 
the intestines, but is altogether 

tifelefs toward eradicating the 
nurfery of the difeafe, But in 
this mutation of the difeafe, it 
may happen, that the fame, by 
feizing upon the nobler parts 
may produce more difmal ef-. 
fedts, than when it was con¬ 

fined to the inteftines : of which 
I faw an unhappy inftance 

in a middle-aged woman, but of 
a tender and delicate constitution. 
I had lately given her eafe, from 
a very vehement dyfentery, which 

was greatly exafperated by ex¬ 
cruciating gripings and frequent 
vomitings, but in a Short time 
after, She found a very trouble- 
fome pain in the lower part of 

the left tide, near the kidney ; for 
the 
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the difeafe, from griping, became 
arthritic, and had pafled from the 
inteftines, into the diaphragm, or 
midriff, where that mufcle is con¬ 
nected to the lowed ribs, and now 
may juftly be reckoned a fpecies 
of paraphrenitidis: there in con- 
fequence of a continued refpira- 
tion, the pain became more acute, 
and the danger much greater ; 
nor indeed were there any ligns 
of a great fever. In this date 
(he was twice blooded in the 
arm, when as great a quan¬ 
tity was taken as the drength 
of the body, neither naturally 
drong, and mightily weakened, 
by a former diftemper, would 
admit. Then nitre was given 
in plenty, with an addition 
of the oil of fweet almonds and 
fait of harts-horn; of the for- 
fner there was a plentiful dofe, 

but; 



Of the dyfentery. 51 

but of the latter, only a frriall 
quantity. A bliftering plafter, was 
likewife applied to the part af- 
feCted, which for three, or four days 
together, extracted a large quantity 
of a glutinous ferum. However* 
the pain was nothing abated, then 
the plafteis were applied to the 
calfs of the legs, and at the. 
fame time, the fleam of warm 
water was applied to the place af¬ 
fected. Which remedy was of¬ 
ten repeated, and continued for 
a conhderable time before it was 
removed; whence the woman 
received only fmall intervals of 
eafe ; and fo the whole were to no 
purpofe. And as the ailment in- 
creafed daily, fhe died upon the 
twelfth day, after the pain had 
feized upon her lide. 

Nor, 
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Nor, by the mere transition of 
thefe difeafes, is their affinity 
manifest j for oftentimes, from 
the contrary caufe, a dyfentery 
arifes from a rheumatifm ; for I 
frequently have known, in a 
ffiarp and continued rheumatifm, 
when it was judged proper 
to give phyfic, that the 
{tools occalioned by the guaia- 
cina, neutral falts, or mercurius 
fubiimatus dulcis, were like 
thofe of the dyfentery. They 
were attended with gripings, and 
the acuteft pain ; confifting al- 
inoft entirely of putrid mucous 
matter, fo exquifite, that to¬ 
ward the end of the purge, a 
tenefmus arofe, with an excru¬ 
ciating torture of the inteftine 
re&urn, and its fphin&er. So 
that, for feveral days together, 
there remained a very trouble- 

fome 
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that part. And what is ftiil more, 

I cured a young woman of twen¬ 
ty-five years of age, who was 
troubled with the rheumatifin 

through her whole body, to fuch 

a degree, that fire lived without 
the ufe of her limbs, almoft mo- 
tionlefs and inactive, not being 

able to move any part of her body 
for pain ; but after that, by bleed¬ 

ing, blifiering, and the ufe of 
guaiacum, and nitre mixed with 
fait of harts-horn, the ftrength of 
the difeafe was fo broke, that the 

woman could freely dilcharge the 
fundfions of her calling ; and in a 

day’s time was feized with a dy- 
feirtery, with very putrid ftools, a 

vehement tetefmus, and perpetual, 
gripings. Thefe at laft ceafed, 
through the application of reme¬ 

dies ; but the rheumatifin return- 
F cd 



34 Of the dyfentery. 
♦ 

ed upon the joints, not indeed 

with the fame force as before, 
but troublefome enough, and in¬ 

veterate. I likewife obferved the- 

fame alternation of thefe two di- 

feafes in a certain old woman, 
though with a more deplorable 

iffue; for when the dyfentery 

returned, after being left by the 
rheumatifm, and that this lait 

was failed alfo ; the rheumatifm 
feized her with fuch feverity a 

fecond time, that her exhaufted 

and emaciated body became un¬ 
equal to bear her up, under the 

preffure of the ailment; and, yet 
in the fame perfon I obferved three 
fuch changes; fo that fhe threes 

times had the rheumatifm, and. 

the dyfentery as often, before {he 
was reftored to her wonted health. 

This 



Of the dyfentery. 35 

This connexion, which the in¬ 

terlines have with the mufcles and 
membranes of the joints, appears 
alfo in the coiic of * Poidton and 

that of Devonfhire, *f* in that where 
the American caribbee iflands are 

infefted, and in that fevere di- 
ftemper, wherewith all will, foon- 
er or later be vifited, who are 

employed in the working of lead 
or quickfilver, fuch as painters, 
(for thefe are workmen not artifts) 

plumbers, and gilders. In af¬ 

fections of this kind, the tran- 

fition of the matter of the di- 
feafe, is not from the inteflines 
into the members of the body, 

and again from thefe into the in- 

* Vide Frcmcifc. Citefium, de novo et popu- 
lari ap'd Pi Hones dolor e colic 0, cap. vi. 

j- Vide Hmhamy de dolore colico Datnfion. 
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teftines, but at one and the fame 

time they labour under both di- 
{tempers. And in each of them 
the body is bound. Then the 

pains of the joints are greater 
and more rooted, when the force 

of the difeafe is poflefied of the 
ligaments and tendons. And be- 
iides it is more inclinable to pro¬ 

duce the pally, or the failing- 
ficknefs. And to fum up all in 

a word, the difeafe is the more 

difmal; and, when it becomes in¬ 
veterate, it is. by far the more 

ftubborn. 

1 

Molt of thofe who died of a 

dyfentery, found gripings to ceafe 
a little before death. In fome, 

the apthas broke out toward the 
end oi the difeafe ; in others the 
loofenefs was flopped. And al- 

mofl all were in a fhotr time 

after 
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after feized with a ftupor and 

fomnolency, or elfe cold fweats 
a role, fo in a few hours they ex¬ 

pired. Whether the vital ftrength. 
was exhausted, from the over 
difcharging of the inteilines, or 

what appears more probable, 
and which appeal's to have 
happened in feme cafes, the 
very inteilines were mortified, be¬ 
ing touched with the deadly gan¬ 

grene. However, the termination 
of the difeafe was for the moll part 

more fortunate, fmee of the dif¬ 
ferent patients afflicted with the 
dyfentery, who were under my 

care, l’carcely he twentieth perfon 
died Therefore I now proceed 
to the method of cure, which I 

have generally ufed. 

C II A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the Cure of the Dyfentery. 

IN adminiftring remedies to thefe 

patients, the firft thing to be 

confidered, is, whether bleeding 
be convenient. If there be an 

immoderate heat, a fhivering, or 

a too quick pulfe, there can be 

no doubt, but a vein fhould be 
opened immediately ; and altho’ 

the figns of a fever be totally ab- 

fent, yet if the lick perfon be 

of a full and plethoric habit 
of body, it will in that cafe 
be proper to let blood; for in 

this manner the aaoy..' >f an im¬ 

pending fever is avc’ and the 
rheu- 
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rheumatifm, f© frequently fubfe- 

quent to the dyfentery, is in a great 
meafure prevented. But however 

thefe things may happen, when 
.(tools are ftreaked with blood, 
the opening a vein will be of great 

utility to remove it : befides this 
kind of medicine is to be approved 

on another account, as when the 

fibres of the mufcles and mem¬ 
branes, as alfo the coats of the 

arteries are too tight, and from 
the lead irritation are apt to be 

contradfed, A dyfentery, with¬ 
out doubt, will occafion convul¬ 
sions in the bowels, as alfo grip- 

ings unufually dangerous and Se¬ 
vere. In this cafe bleeding is ex¬ 
tremely proper, as it is the readi¬ 

ed; and quickeft remedy of all 
thofe called antifpafmodics. In 

fine, the griping itfelf, when 
moll powerful and inveterate, 

will v 
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will be considerably abated by 

lofing a Small quantity of blood. 

On which account, Since lo many 

reafons directed the phyficians to 
open a vein, we may conclude, 

that bleeding ought to be the 
foil fcep, until home manifeil 

fymptoms difuade therefrom ; 

thde fymptoms are a weak habit 

of body, inclining to a droply, 
the danger of which frequently 
follows a dyfentery ; a thorough 

weaknefs, occalioned by an inve¬ 
terate difeafe ; horror, or a cold 

fweat; an irregular pulfe; ftools 
more than ordinarily fetid; and 
whatever may prognofticate a 

mortification or a gangrene in 
the inteltines Wherever any of 
thefe fymptoms appear, bleeding 
is to be carefully avoided ; other- 

wife the cure is to be begun 
therewith : as to the quantity 

of 
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of blood to be taken, that is to 
be judged of according to the 

age and ftrength of the patient • 
I feldom or never think that a- 
bove ten ounces are to be taken 
from the molt robuft or vigorous 

conftitution; or that bleeding is 
to be repeated. 

i? 

After letting blood, we mud; 
next examine the date of the fto¬ 
mach. If the patient frequently 
feels either a ftrong inclination to 
vomit, or a loathing or indigeftion 
after meals if his tongue be 
diicolourecl or covered with mu¬ 
cus; if there be an acid or bilious 
tafte in the mouth, or if the wind 
be more troublefome near the 
lower orifice of the ftomach ; in 
that cafe my way has been to give 

a vomit of ipecacoanha, in order 
to eafe the ftomach of every 

G noxious 
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noxious impediment ; and though 
I do not think this medicine 
to be fo • efficacious as bleed - 

ins, vet I do not recoiled; tha^ 
ever any patient was the worfe 

bv the ufe of it : on the 
j 

contrary when it was neglect¬ 
ed, I obferved that the other 
parts of the cure advanced more 

flowly and with more difficulty : 
wherefore, notwithftanding the 

iigns of a foul ftomach may not 

be fo plain, yet it will not be im¬ 

proper to preferibe one fcruple of 
ipecacoanha after letting blood, 

unlefs the patient be fo weakened, 
as not to be able to endure the 
fatigue of vomiting any longer. 

In an hour or two after thevo- 
mitingisover, I proceed to give that 

medicine, which from long expe-* 
rience' I found to be almoft in¬ 

fallible j that is, one grain of 

the 
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the ipecacoanha, which being mix¬ 
ed with half an ounce of the com¬ 
mon fimple mint water, and two 
drachms of the fpirituous, or two 
ounces of the limple alexiterial 

water, with half a drachm of the 
cordial confection, ought to be 
taken every lixth hour. For on this 
account I was induced in the year 
1758, to makeufe of ipecacoanhain 
dyfenteries. I had already ob- 

ferved, that fome phyficians of 
great practice were wont to give 
live grains at two different times 
in the twenty-four hours, or once 
towards the evening, for three 
or four days. And as I ob- 

ferved this medicine to give im¬ 
mediate eafe from gripings, but 

for the moll part to return foon 
after, I refolved to try an experi¬ 
ment whether or not the dofe re¬ 

peated, in a lefs quantity, could 

G 2 give 
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give a more continued eafe from 

the pain. Firft then, I pre¬ 
ferred that four grains fhould be 

taken every day, and fometimes 

that the fame quantity fhould be 
taken every fix hours. Thus I found 
the medicine of the utmoft effi¬ 
cacy towards rooting out all the 

maladies of the diftemper, pro¬ 

vided the patient could be pre¬ 
vailed on to continue taking the 
fame. But indeed that was not to 

be done, becaufe of a fqueamifh- 
nefs, and frequent vomiting ; and 

therefore I underftood, that the 
medicine, if repeated, was to be 

given in leffer quantities every time 
than another; and when I ob- 
ferved the difeafe generally to be 

lingering, and therefore to admit 
of a tedious cure, I thought it 
heft to preferibe the ipecacoanha 
in fo fmall a quantity as to create 

the 
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the fmalleft difguft, or at leaft 

fuch as might eafily be endured, 
provided that in this manner, 
patients could continue to make 
ufe of it, and at the fame time 
be fenlible of its efficacy in cur¬ 

ing the dyfentery, which if it 
was not immediate and full at 
once, yet was by daily pradice 
found to be certain and infallible. 
I w'as led to be of this opinion, 

upon the authority of William 
Pifo *, who informs us that the 
inhabitants in the Brazils were 
wont, at three different times, 
to boil two drachms of ipecaco- 

anha in curing the malignant 
diarrhoea or dyfentery ; nor does 

he reckon the third decodion to 
be lefs efficacious than the fe- 

* De indite utriufque re naturali atque me- 
dica^ lib. 2. cap. 9. 

cond. 
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cond, or fir ft : nay, he fays, that 
the efficacy of the third was 
the greateft } but indeed it is not 
likely that any ftrength for vo¬ 
miting fhouid remain at the third 
decoction; and yet by experience, 
that was not ufelel's, towards 
mattering the difeafe. Whence I 
concluded that the virtue of the 
medicine did not depend upon 
its power to excite a vomit. 

Led by thefe reafons, I, in 
the year 1759, while the dy¬ 
fentery was epidemic, but par¬ 
ticularly about the beginning of 
Autumn, prefcribed two grains 
of ifecacoanha, to be given at 
the end of every fix hours as for¬ 
merly mentioned. And as at that 
time, and thereafter, the difeafe 
became general in St. Thomas’s 
Hofpital, fo I could oftener make 

thole 
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thofe experiments, which demon- 

ftrated the extreme utility of this 

method ; but a little after I only 
mixed one grain of the ipecaco- 

anha in every draught, as I fre¬ 

quently obferved a too continued 

fqueamifhnefs to arife from two 
grains, which inconvenience ap¬ 
peared foon, not to arife from 
one grain, or at leaf! to be of 
no long continuance. From this 

time I ufed this quantity, except 

in cafes where the gripings were 

too fevere, and that the eva¬ 
cuations of blood by iiool were 

too copious and frequent : fo 
that a phylician ought ra¬ 
ther to endeavour an immediate 

than an eafy cure of his patient. 
When the matter Hands thus, 1 

do not fo much regard the fquea- 
mifbnefs of the ftomach until 
I am fatished that in fome mea- 

fure 
✓ 
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fare the intenfenefs of the di- 
feafe, by the ufe of the two grains, 

be got under ; and fo at laft I be¬ 
came contented with a prefcrip- 
tion of one grain. In this man¬ 

ner while now for four years, I 
proceeded to adminifter the ipeca- 
coanha daily to people afflidted 
with the dyfentery, I found, by 
experience, that the ufe thereof, 

in all kinds of the difeafe, was 
both innocent and lalutary: nor 

is it material whether the dyfen- 
* 

tery be acute or chronical; whe- 
ther the ftools are ftreaked with 
blood, or if they coniift of mucus 

only. For in every degree or 
age, fex, and constitution ; and 
in all feafons, the medicine equally 

produces its falutary virtue. I 

do not chufe to affirm that I ne¬ 
ver was miftaken or disappoint¬ 

ed 5 though indeed lefs by the 
ufe 
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life of this medicine than any 

other ; the virtue of the peruvian 
bark againft intermitting fevers 

only excepted. 
Several eminent * phylicians have 

obferved that the ipecacoanha 
generally created a fweat, and 
to this they have attributed its 
efficacy. Sometimes the fweat 
begins upon the firft taking that 
medicine ; yet feldom except 

when there is an inclination 
to vomit, which can fcarcely 

arife from one grain. Though 
if our conjecture has been juft 

with regard to the nature of the 
difeafe, perhaps no medicine of 
equal efficacy can be adminiftered 
in a dyfentery, than that which 
caufes the patient to fweat plenti¬ 
fully ; which the ipecacoanha, 
joined with opium, does more 

* Vide Jo.. Friend, de febrib. comment arum 
quartum. 

H than 
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than any other. Yet this cure’ 
is not to be prafticed in cafe of a 
tenefmus, or a frequent neceffity 

of going to ftool, which are f> 
concomitant to a dyfentery, and 

which often bring a man, when 
dropping with fweat into the ut~- 

moft danger of his life ; there¬ 
fore we mufc trace out a method, 

by which the ipecacuanha may,, 
without fweat aft its part and 

remove the dyfentery. 
When given in this way, it 

is neither wont to create any 

tendency to vomit, nor to raife 
a fweating. But generally its 
virtue may be obferved in the 
fpace of twenty-four hours, by 
the condition of the inteftines 
being altered. The firft fymptom 

of an alteration for the better, 
is, when the Pcools are free from 
blood and putrid matter ; after 

this the gripings are neither fo 
acute 
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acute nor fo frequent, nor is the 

tenefmus fo troublefome. Ai- 
moft in the ip ace of two days, 

and frequently fooner, the pa¬ 

tient is fenfible that the difeafe 
/ T 

is in its decline : he can go about 

his daily bufinefs as he pleafes: 
however he ftill feels griping 
pains, and continues to feel them 
for five, ieven, or perhaps ten days 
together ; but fuch as may be 

eafily endured, and are daily de- 

creafins;. Indeed the ftools do 
not leffen in the fame proportion, 
nay, they fometimes apppear * 
more plentiful duringfome days; 

and yet they give lefs uneafinefs 
and pain, and in a fhort time 

they decreafe in their number 

and quantity. 
. * A ' 1 

But fince in the beginning of 

the cure, the patient mull 
dfpenfe with induring grip— 

H 2 ings 
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Ings, flridtly and properly To cal¬ 
led ; yet after one or two days 

regimen in the manner laid 
down, that kind of pain feems 
to have ceafed, nor will the 

bowels be pained except at {tool, 
and from the fharpnefs of the 
matter evacuated ; by which 

matter the inteftines exceedingly 
tender, appear to be wounded, 

rather than to be drained and 
twifted into gripings or convul- 
fions: and this pain may be 
perceived for fome days, but fo 
long as it continues, let the me¬ 

dicine be repeated two or three 

times a day. It fits eafy on the 
ltomach ; and without any trou¬ 
ble to the patient, it may be re¬ 
peated as often. Which will 

appear more evidently from the 

following accounts. 

A cer- 
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A certain unmarried woman, a- 
bout forty years of age, was fo 
exafperated, on account of fome 
difputes, which {lie had with her 
own family, and with fome of 

her relations, that fhe deter¬ 
mined to be her own executio¬ 
ner ; for this purpofe fire ('wal¬ 
lowed a whole drachm ol the 

corrofive fublimate of Mercury. 
She was inftantly feized with the 
ordinary lymptoms, namely, a 

heat and excruciating pain in the 
fcomach and the interlines; The 
apothecary who foon came to her 
aid, poured down warm water, 
and linfeed oil plentifully into 

her throat, that he might carry 
off part of the poifon by vomit¬ 
ing, or at lead to dilute and 

blunt its fpicula. A few hours 
after I was fent for to the lick 
perfon. I prefcribed a draught to 

be taken every fix hours, of the 

follow- 
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following mixture, namely, one 

ounce of oil of fweet almonds, 

and another ounce of fimple alex- 
jterial water, with three drachms 

of manna mixed ; and who at 
the end of every three hours, was 

to have conftantly a clyfler, made 

of five ounces of oil of fweet al¬ 
monds : then at proper intervals I 

ordered that a lixivium of tartar 
fhould be plentifully poured into 

fome mutton broth, and the par 
tient to drink frequently thereof. 

In hopes that this alcaline fait in¬ 
termixing with the corrofive mer- 

1 

cury in the inteftines, might at¬ 

tract its acid falts, and fo render 
the mercury almoft crude and in¬ 

nocent, which fucceeded accord- 

ingly; for after fhe had continued 
under this regimen for twelve 
days, fhe was freed from all dan¬ 

ger and pain; but in a day or two. 

after fhe was feized with aviolent 
dy- 
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dyfentery, accompanied with vo¬ 
miting, mucous ftools, and the 

moft exquifite gripings: on which 

account, I ordered her to lofe 
eight ounces of blood; and that 

once in fix hours fhe fhould take 
two grains of ipecacoanha, mixed 

in a julep of common fimple 
mint water; and that at proper 
intervals, fhe fhould take another 
draught, made up of one ounce of 

the oil of fweet almonds and one 
drachm of the fyrup of poppies; 

By the ufe of thefe remedies, fhe 

in the fpace of fix and thirty hours 
was perfectly cured of the dyfen¬ 
tery ; but in a fhort time after fhe 

complained of blind piles, whofe 
fize was extremely troblefome, 

and attended w'ith violent pain ; 

but they foon fublided by the 
application of the white oint¬ 
ment, having a twelfth part of 

the Theban extract mixed with 
it: . 
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it: and thus at length, the wo¬ 
man efcaped from the impending 
danger of a fhocking death, and 

was reftored to perfedt health. 

The other hidory is of a wo¬ 
man oi a more delicate confuta¬ 
tion, and in the 35 th year of her 

age. I was called to her in lefs 
than a month after a dangerous 

lying-in, when at the fame time 
flie was troubled with a dyfente- 
ry, a fluor albus, and a procidence 

of the anus; her drength was much 
exhaufted, both by reafon of her 

late lying-in, and the complica¬ 

tion of didempers under which fhe 
laboured : and as the dyfentery 

was the mod preding ailment, 

fo I took care in the firft place 
to eafe her domach with a gentle 

vomit : I then gave her one grain 
of ipecacoanha, in the ufual julep, 
at the end of every dx hours, 

and 
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aiid at intervals gave her a fmall 
draught of the oil of fweet al- 

monds, with one drachm of the 
fyrup of poppies to eafe thegrip- 

ings. When the difeafe by thefe 
medicines had been got under, and 
in a day or two became lefs trou- 
blefome; in order to flop the fluor 
albus, I twice a day,for fome time, 

gave her half a drachm of oli'oa- 
num, but without difcontinuing 
the ipecacoanha. At length, in 

conhderation of the weaknefs of 
the redlum, I prefcribed a fomenta¬ 
tion of the decodf ion of Galls. The 
pains decreafed daily, and fhe ac¬ 

quired flrength ; but before fhe 
was quite rid of the dyfentery, 
fhe ufed the ipecacoanha for twenty 
fix days fucceffively. The dyfen¬ 
tery was followed by a diarrhoea, 

which was at length removed by 

uflng the electuary of fcordium : 

She continued taking the other 

medicines for two weeks longer, 

I at 
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at the end of which fhe was re-- 

flored to perfect health, and be¬ 
came equally ftrong as before. 

From thcfe two inftances; whe¬ 

ther in the hrft cafe the condition- 
of the inteftjnes, after taking the 
poifon, be conhdered when the 
dyfentery attacked the woman; or 
if, in the latter cafe, regard only 
be had to the continuance of 
the diftemper, in a ilender body 

emaciated with fo many ailments y 

it is fufficiently clear, if I am not 
miftaken, how fafe and effica¬ 
cious fuch a cure may be : To 

which we may add, that in a lues 
venerea, and in the very time of 

laying on the mercurial ointment, 

perfons are frequently feized with 
a dyfentery, as well of the bloody 
as of the mucous kind : of which 

fo foon as any ligns appear, I have 
been 
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been wont to apply this method 
of cure, after leaving, for a time, 

the ufe of the ft ranger mercurial 
ointment: nor did 1 ever obferve 
that this difeafe, if taken in its 
beginning, long refilled the power 

of thefe remedies, or in any man¬ 
ner obflrucfed the primary cure 
thereof. 

But while the ipecacoanha is, 
according to cuftom, given to the 

patient, he may twice or thrice a 
day, at intervals, take a draught of 
oil mixed with one drachm of the 
fyrup of white poppies ; for by 
this means we find that the acri¬ 

mony of the ftools is abated, and 
the gripings become eafy and 

ceafe : however, there will be no 
need of this, except for one or two 
days in the beginning of the cure, 

and when the difeafe becomes 

more violent. 
While 



6o Of the dyfentery. 

While things are thus ordered, 

much feverity fhould not be uh“d 
in regulating the diet of the flck 
perfon ; for as al! kind of fever is 

generally abfent, and when the 
ftreneth needs not a little to 

o 

be recruited, on account of the 
many evacuations that are made ; 
befldes broths, jellies, and other 

preparations from eggs and milk, 
fometimes it will be proper to eat 

a bit of chicken, veal, mutton, 
or fame fuch light food. But 
we raiift be extremely careful to 

forbid the patient all kind of nou- 

fhment that may irritate, or in¬ 

flame the bowels, or that is windy 
r 

and afle&'ing, 

I have already obferved that a 

diarhcea was wont to follow a dy¬ 
fentery; to prevent which, and to 
rightly adapt the cure, a phyfleian 

ought to ufe his utmoft diligence 
and fagacity; for, by opiates., 

and 
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and aftringcnt medicines, to flop 
a loofenefs too haftily, while 
the fomentors of the difeafe are 
not yet eradicated ; is not only 
very dangerous, but even impru¬ 

dent : hence it is that phyli- 

cians of the greateft eminence be¬ 
gin the cure of the dyfentery with 
purgatives. And indeed this me¬ 
thod has this peculiar advantage, 

as is already fhewn, that it tends 
to expel thematter which foments 

the difeafe, at the fame time that 
it alleviates the pain and removes 
the gripings. The tpecacoanha 

given in this manner has, doubt- 
lefs, a tendency rather to promote 
a loofenefs, than to bind the bo¬ 

dy ; which will ftill be rendered 
more effectual by ufing the oleous 

and anodyne mixture, but fo that 
all kind of danger will not be 
over; for, when the dyfentery, 

with the gripings, the tenefmus, 

and 
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and the (harp ftools are removed, 
the diarrhoea may (till continue, 

and at laft exhauft, nay over¬ 
power the patient. Wherefore, 

whenever the nature of the dif- 

eafe, or the conftituticn of the 

patient, gave me any fufpicion of 

this kind, I was wont, inflead of 

that oily draught, to fubflitute 
another,containing two fcruples of 

the eledtuaryof fcordium diflolvecl 
in fimple cinnamon water. And 
laflly, when the pain, with the 
other fymptoms of the dyfentery 

were removed, if ftill the diarrhaea 

continued troublefome, the whole 

of the cure is to be adapted and 

converted thereto. A fit matter 
i 

for which will be fupplied from 

the white decodtion, prepared with 

double or triple the quantity of 
gum arabic ; or rhubarb tolled 

and compounded with cinnamon, 
or the decodtion of the fimaroubas 

barkj 
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bark ; or the extract, or deception 
of log-wood ; or the eledtuary of 

fcordium; or cow’s milk, in which 
are boiled cinnamon and the barks 

of oak and pomgranate ; or laftly, 
cow’s milk, the moil efficacious 

remedy that occurred in the 
eourfe of my experience ; in one 
pint of which, while it is hot, let 

one ounce of mutton fewet be 
diffolved. 

When the patient is considera¬ 

bly advanced in years, or is broke 
with the continuance of the di- 
(temper, but particularly if the 
tmlfe is weak, or the tongue be 

covered with fetid Slime, the 
face and palms of the hands be 

wont to grow warm fuddenly, or 
if fweats bepan to break out more 

O 

frequently and in more abundance;- 
in fuch cafes the peruvian bark will 

give the greateft relief, provided a. 
loofenefs 
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loofenefs can be prevented: and 
this will be belt remedied, by com¬ 
pounding half a drachm of that \, 

oark with five grains of toafted 

rhubarb in the form of a bolus, 
or by mixing three drachms of 

the tindture of cinnamon with 
three ounces of the decodtion of 
barkEither of thefe medi¬ 

cines may be ufed twice or thrice - 

a day with a very good fuccefs. 

But though the dyfentery may 

be maftered by thefe remedies, 
yet frequently, as I formerly ob- 

lerved, men are feized with the 
rheumatifm like gouty pains, ei¬ 

ther between the fhoulders, or in 
the fides, or in the integuments 

of the head, or in the arms, or in 

the legs. Great care muft be ufed 
when we are to encounter with 

this new adverfary ; for the medi¬ 

cines which are moft effectual 

againft 
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againft the rheumatifm, when they 
have fomething fharp and proper 

for cleaning all obftrudlions; yet 

occahon fome danger of irritating 
the inteftines, and fo preventing 
the dyfentery from being remov¬ 
ed : Wherefore neither the guaia- 

cum, nor the Iweet fublimate 
mercury, nor nitre, nor volatile 
falts are rafhly to be given; but 
the matter is rather to be effedted 
by fuch remedies, which are of 

an antifpafmodic quality, as al¬ 
ready obferved ; and which at the 

fame time encreafe the perfora¬ 
tion ; fuch are Caftor, Mulk, and 
the root of wild Valerian. 

However, fince thefe pains are 
generally free from a fever, it 
would be moft expedient to raife 

plentiful fweats, which, when the 
patient does not refufe the reme¬ 
dy, nothing will more effedtually 

K create 
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create them, than the powder 
made of ipecacoanha and the The- 

ban extract, of each two grains, 
with nitre and vitriolized tartar 
4 t 

of each eight grains. This being 

once taken, the patient laid in 
bed, and covered over with quilts 
and blankets, will occafion fweat- 

ing in great plenty ; but if lefs, 

in fix or feven hours the dofe is 
to be repeated: in the mean time 
he mull drink copioully of barley 
water, or rather of the decodtion of 

guaiacum and liquorifh. And this 
for i o or 12 hours, very plentiful 
fweats will be emitted; by which 

neither the ftrength of the pati¬ 
ent will be impaired, and yet in a 
great mealure that glutinous and 
fharp ferum in which the difeafe i$ 

lodged, will be carried off. 
But v/hen the patient refufes 

this method of cure on account 

of its being tedious and trouble- 
fome, 
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fome, or ought not to be admitted, 
on account of the weak ftate of 
the patient’s body, recourfe muft 

be had to buffering plaifters; and 
thefe muff be applied to the part 

afflicted ; and whenever the pain 
fhilts to another part, the planter 

is to be applied thereto: the patient 
in the mean time is to be fup- 
ported with the gentlefl kind of 

nourilhment, Such medicines as 
were formerly named are to be 

given, in order to keep up the 
fpirits, but yet neither to raife 
an immoderate heat, or irritate 

the in-teffines. 

May I be permitted to fubjoin 
an inftance in a man almoft forty 
years old, who, after he had la¬ 
boured with a dyfentery for fif¬ 

teen days, alked my advice. He 
had frequent vomitings, putrid 

{fools, and the molt exquifite 
K 2 gripings: 
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gripings: by all which he was fo 

weak as to be fcarce able to (land: 
nay, even while fitting, he could 

fcarce keep his head upright; 
firft, by taking one fcruple of the 

ipecacoanha, I unloaded the fcomach; 
andafterwards prefcribedone grain 
of the fame root to be taken in 
his ufual drink, every fix hours. 
In a fhort time the man was cured 

of the dyfentery: but he was 
conftantly feized with the moil; 
exquifite pains, and which were 

wont to fhift their feat every third 
or fourth day. I applied blifters 

to the parts affedted, and ordered 

him, three or four times a-day, 
to take a cordial draught, which 
contained one half dram of wild va-^ 
lerian ; and in place of this, when 

after fix or feven days nothing 
feemed to be apprehended of the 
dyfentery returning, I gave three 

ounces 
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ounces of the decodtion of Peru¬ 

vian bark, with thirty drops of the 
volatile tincture of guaiacum: So 
that after a month’s treatment in 
this manner, the patient was re- 

ftored to perfect health; for in that 
time he had eight blifters; name¬ 
ly, between the fhoulders, upon 
the arms, the calves of the legs, 
behind the ears, and on the hin¬ 
der part of the head, according 

as the pain fhifted. 

CHAPTER III. 

Of the caufes of the dyfentery. 

IT may, doubtlefs, appear fur- 
prifing to fome, and, perhaps, 

abfurd to others, that if, after I 
have laid down whatever had a 

tendency to fet off the hiftory, 

and 
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and explain the cure of a dyfen¬ 
tery, I fhould at laft proceed to 

fpeak upon the caufes thereof, 

and explain the virtue of the me¬ 
dicines which relieve the inteftines 

from it. The reafon is plain to 
the generality of medical writers, 
who treat the matter each in his 
own way : for, defirous that their 
peculiar difcipline fhould be regu¬ 

lated like a fcience, they become 
contented with any kind of expe¬ 
riments and obfervations which 
fall within their own cognizance, 
either calually or otherwife, and 
from thence draw a general and 

univerfal conclullon, and ufe the 

theory built thereon, as the real 
theory of the diilemper, proved 
and eftablifhed on fuch a founda¬ 

tion : but this method of reafon- 
ing, called the analytic method in 

the fchools of the ph-lofoohers, is 

too ha (lily -adopt'd- by phylcians, 
and 
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and built upon too flender a bafis: 
but then the fame gentlemen ap¬ 
proving more the fynthetic me¬ 
thod, form a conclufion fome way 
or other drawn from the analytic 
way, as a principle already grant¬ 
ed ; and according to this, they 
judge of the various fymptoms of 
the difeafe, they dired the intent 
of the cure, they fix upon medi¬ 
cines ; and, in fine, explain the 
force and efficacy thereof. Such 
as follow this method judge them- 
felves to be the only phyficians 
worthy the dignified title of phi- 
lofophers; they give out that their 
medicine is the only true, fubftari- 
tial, and rational one to be met 
with. Whence to me, who fol¬ 
low a quite different courfe, ’tis 
very evident that I fhall appear 
to fome to be an enemy to philo- 
fophy, and to ad: the empiric: 
however, a little attention will 

foon 
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foon remove every anxiety of this 
kind. Medicine is by no means 
to be numbered among thefe fa¬ 
culties, which might Hand con¬ 
tented with a fuperficial enquiry; 
it ought to be minutely and fully 
enquired into : indeed lome bran¬ 
ches of knowledge may be in- 
veftigated both analytically and 
lynthetically; I mean fuch as have 
objedts of a limple ftrudlure and 
a determined order; as mechanics, 
chemiftry, and aftronomy. The 
matter, which is the immediate 
fubjedt of thefe, is evident to our 
fenfes, and confifts but of a few 
principles, neither is it liable to 
variety and unlikenefs, but is al¬ 
ways and every where the fame; 
wherefore a fmall diligence is on¬ 
ly requilite .for tracing out their 
caufes and principles; and when 
once thefe are inveftigated, their 
application is manifeft, and the 
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profit arifing from them is full 

and exuberant: But, indeed, it is 
quite otherwife with medicine: 

The fpring and fource of difeafes 
are, lor the moft part, involved 
in darknefs ; theircaufes exceeding 

complex, their appearance a nd iorm 
ever changing, and, laftly,theirpro- 
grefs and declenfion, of which we 

can but fhrewdly conjecture, fel- 
dom render us fecure even with 
refpeCt to ourfelves. Since this 
is the cafe, it would be the great- 
eft imprudence not to ufe 
every kind of afliftance in a 
matter of fuch doubt and fuch 
difficulty. Prepofterous, indeed, to 

the utmoft, to pafs an opinion 
upon the nature of the difeafe, 
before its cure be underftood, and 

thefe things be thoroughly con- 
fidered, which may either fubdue 

or promote the diftemper. 

L As 
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As to what regards the choice 
of medicines, I am afraid that is 

a topic never to be digefted upon 

the principles of philofophy; I 
mean, that from the nature of the 
difeafe being firfh underftood, and 

from a fenfe that feme function 
in the animal (economy is injured, 
a certain remedy can be found 
out, which, by its proper and pe¬ 
culiar efficacy, can be fufficient fot 
reftoring that function to its for¬ 
mer ftate, and perfedl an effedhial 
cure: in this very difeafe the 

ufe of ipecacoanha may demon- 

lira te how the matter is entirely 
otherwife; for when it had fpread 
among the ignorant and illiterate 

inhabitants of Braffi, and that in 
the manner handed down to them 
by their forefathers, William Pifo, 

a Dutch Phyfician, had an oppor 
tunity of obferving the medicine 

which thofe people generally 
ufed: 
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ufed: and from America he con¬ 
veyed it into Europe : fomething 

like to which may, if I miftake 
not, be faid of other remedies, 
whofe efficacy is lingular; and 

indeed it ought not to be covered 
and diffembled either throuph the 

o 

falfe modefty, or ambition of phy- 
licians. Neither are thefe, nor 

yet the art they profefs, to be re¬ 
flected upon, if medicine is not 
founded on principles which, per¬ 
haps geometry, logic, or even moral 
Philofophy may boaft of; namely, 

that it has not been deduced from 
reafon alone, and built thereupon: 
It will be fufficient for them, it, 
by the affiftance of their real on, 
they have diligently ftudied the 
medicines which either nature or 
chance firft pointed out to them, 

and whofe fandtion was only ow¬ 
ing to a vulgar prepoffeffion in 
their favour, or to fome fuch for- 

L 2 tuitous 
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tuitous caufe, and have accommo¬ 
dated thefeto the functions of the 
human body, according to the 

. ftrength and age of the patient; 
and, laftly, to the times of the dif- 
eafe. Then it will be lawful to 

make an enquiry into the nature 
of the difeafes and the ftrength of 
the remedies ; luch queftions are 

attended not only with a certain 
fatisfadtion; efpecially when they 

difeover the caufes, and account 
for the effects which we fee pro¬ 

duced from them, but likewife 
with great advantage, as they can 
recover the ufe of medicine from 
tranfitory and fluctuating experi¬ 

ments to a certain fixed ftate of 
fcience : Befides, from thefe there 
are frequent conclufions, which 
diredt toward difeovering the na¬ 

ture of the difeafes, and for find¬ 
ing out their remedies. Where¬ 

fore we mu ft now treat of the 
nature 
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nature of the dyfentery, and of 

the operation of the ipecacoanha 
therein. 

There are in this difeafe two 
things which merit our particular 
attention ; namely, the gripes, and 
the more glutinous and fharp 
dime which thefe ftools difcover; 
We muft therefore enquire which 
of thefe are moft vidble in the 
patient, and which of them is 

the caufe and occadon of the 

other : for this queftion concern¬ 
ing the fpring and origin of pain 
in the folid parts, whether the 
fame is rather to be imputed to 
the badnefs of the humours, as 
that belonged formerly to all 
manner of dileafes, is, in cafes of 
the dyfentery, not a little can- 
valfed among the moderns; for 
there were fome who looked up¬ 

on convuldons in the bowels as 

the 
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the very fource of that difeafe, 
and judge the dime, of which 
thefe ftools conftft, to be abraded 

from the coats of the inteftines by 
the force of the gripes: whereas, 

before this, it contained nothing 
hurtful, or contrary to the ordi¬ 

nary courfe of nature, although, 
in continued fpafms, it at length 

degenerated and became morbid. 

However, this dodtrine is en¬ 
tirely repugnant to the account 
given of the dyfentery by former 
authors ; for the acrimony of that 

flimy matter does, without doubt, 
irritate the inteftines, and occaft- 
on gripes : this appears evidently 

from the feafon of the year in 
which the dyfentery is moft fre¬ 
quent ; for after the folftilial heats 

of fummer, the more moift and 
cold air in autumn renews 

this difeare, and renders it more 
common; 
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common. This change of the 
O 

air, as it, in the firft piace, adts 
upon the fkin, and upon the 

veffel-s thereof, accounts ratio¬ 

nally for the change of the hu¬ 
mours in the body, and for the 
corruption thereof, namely, a de- 

creafe of perfpiration through the 
fkin, and a greater plenty and 

thicknefs of the ferum and lym- 
pha through the whole body, but 

not fo as that the inteftines be 
raifed into fpafms while there is no 
previous fault in the humours: for 
we know that at the fame time, 
and for the fame reafons, the rheu- 

matifm becomes exceeding fre¬ 
quent : which difeafe is moft cer¬ 
tainly contained in fome thick 
and fharp humour, but know no 
fpafms in the inteftines. Thefe 
will neceffarily arife in people 

troubled with the dyfentery,when¬ 

ever they are of fuch a kind as to 
flow 



So Of the dyfeutery. 

flow with uncommon plenty and 
fharpnefs into the cavity of the in_ 

teftines; on which account grip- 
ings are fo conftant with the 

diftemper, yet are not the pri¬ 

mary caufe thereof: but thefe 
are owing to fome fharp and 
glutinous flimy humour poured 

into the inteftines: which is, 
therefore, to be confldered as the 

matter whence the difeafe arifes 
and in which the fame is con¬ 
tained. 

The coats of the inteftines 
vellicated with this morbid mu¬ 

cus, are frequently drawn into 
convulfions and gripings: which 
laft do comprefs the mouths of 

the exhaling arteries and excre¬ 
tory pafiages of the glands, by 
which evacuations are made j and 
thus are conftantly provoking a 

more plentiful effulion of that 
peccant 
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peccant humour: fo that what 
firft was the effedt, does in its turn 

become the caufe 5 for the flirny 
matter, of which the ftools 

in a dyfentery confift, is very 
different from that natural and 

innocent mucus with which the 
concave Tides of the inteftines 
are lined over : as this feems 

to be quite wafhed off by the 
force of the gripings at the begin¬ 
ning of the diftemper ; and, in 
place thereof, a certain morbid 

kind of matter flowing from the 
glands and arteries of the inteftines 
as from a fountain, furnifhes new 
matter for other ftools. This ori¬ 
gin of the dyfentery, fo far as I 

can find, was firft defcribed in a 
very perfpicuous and candid man¬ 
ner by Alexander Trallianus, * 
who in the fame, rightly acknow- 

* Lib. VIII. cap. 3. 

M ledges 
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ledges, that the exulceration of the 
inteftines is not the caule of the 

dyfentery, but rather the effect 
thereof. 

The mixture of blood in ftools- 

that come from thofe troubled 
with a dyfentery, is owing part¬ 

ly to the acrimony and fharpnefs 
of the humours, though princi¬ 
pally to the force of the gripings: 
it is feldom in fuch plenty as to 
appear iffuing from fome of the 
larger veffels, when thefe are 

either wounded or broken; but 

rather from the minute branches 
of the arteries, that run over the 

coats ol the inteffines; nay from 
the coats themfelves, which being, 

too much abRerged by the acri¬ 

mony of the current humours, 
and fo rendered more tender, they 

arc, by an acceding force of con- 
vullions, eafily hurt, and bleed; 

' ' ' - for 4 
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for the flux of blood which is 
poured from thence, fo foon as 
the gripings are over, ceafes to be 

difcharged : as appears fufficiently 

in the curation of the difeafe. For 
by taking, once or twice, one 

grain of the Ipecacoanha, the grip¬ 
ing pain generally abates, and the 
fanguine evacuations flop: this 
cannot in the leaf! be attributed 
to any virtue whereby fo frnail 
a portion of that root, may con- 
flringe and congludnate, arteries 
that are divided, or veins that 
have been wounded ; but rather 
to the violence of the gripings 
being removed by the medicine ; 
fo that after this, the blood is 
no longer propelled from the 
membranes and (mail veffels: a 

circumflance confirmed by the ob- 
fervation already made, namely, 
that a bloody dyfentery, with 

which women are afdi&ed, to 

M 2 have 
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have ceafed for a time, upon the 
eruption of the menfes; for that 
menftrual flux of blood is too 
fparing and flow, to be accounted 

either as a derivation, or re- 
vulflon : but, while this continues, 

a woman feels a certain eafe and 
relaxation through her whole bo¬ 
dy, whence after the gripings of 
the dyfentery are laid, the blood 
ceafes to be exprefled out of the 

coats of the inteftines, 

' But with refpedl to the drops 
or ftreaks of blood which fome- 
times tinge the flools at the end 

of thedifeafe ; thefe indeed, as has 
been already obferved, are drawn 

from the hardned recrements of 
' ■ » i . * 

the belly; which after they have 
for fometime remained in the 
fmaller inteftines, are yet at laft 

expelled, by the recruited force of 
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the bowels and mufcles; and thus 

they throw the blood from the 
redtum, and the fphindter there¬ 

of. 

There can be no great doubt or 
difficulty concerning the mucus, 

of which the ftools, in time of a 
dyfentery, are cornpofed: many 

anddifferent figns fufficiently ffiovv 
that this humour is plainly of 
the fame kind, as that to which 
the rheumatifm ows its rife; whe¬ 
ther from a difpofition of nature, 
thebadnefs of diet, or from thefud- 
den migration from heat to cold 
in time of harveft, the thin and 
ferous humours in the body be¬ 

come more ffiarp and glutinous; 
but after they have been fo deprav¬ 
ed, if they do fill up any cellular 
membrane in any of the limbs, 
they vellicate the mufcular fibres, 
the nerves, the tendons, and the li- 

guments 
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guments of the joints ; they can fe 

pain; and render that limb lefs 
fit to be moved: they bring on a 

- chronical rheumatifm, or, in¬ 
deed one of an acute kind, as the 

caufes occafioning a fever increafe 
and come on ; but if the fame be 
directed towards the vifcera of the 
abdomen, and be thrown into 
the cavity of the inteflines thro’ 

the abforbing vefiels, and the ex¬ 
cretory dudts of the glands, they 

bring on gripings, frequent flools 
and other fymptoms of a dyfen¬ 

tery ; which affinity of both thefe 
difeafes with the properties com¬ 

mon to each other, fufficient- 
ly appears from all that we know 
concerning them* 

Firfi it appears from what we 
have faid concerning the eafy 
gradation of the dyfentery into a 
rheumatifm, which is wont to 
* ■ * 

happen 
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happen, as it neceffarily mu ft* 

upon the dyfenteric ftools ceafing, 

before the morbid mucus of which 
thefe ftools confifted, had been 
entirely purged off by the intef- 
tines; or when the v/hole ha¬ 
bit of body is fo overcharged 
with that mucus, fo foon as its 
derivation, which v/as made by 
the inteftines, is fupprefied, 

another part of the body may be 
overloaded with that humour; 
and thus become painful and 
difeafed. The fame conciulion 
follows, and becomes ftill ftronger, 
from the examples already brought 
of a rheumatifm changed into a 

o 

dyfentery; frequent obfervations 

confirm this, and by experience it 
appears that both the dyfentery 
and rhumatifm became genera?* 

even at the fame time of the year, 
and on account of the fame flate 
of the air. Befides both difeafes 

rage 
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rage in a very terrible manner 

among the fame kind of people ; 
namely, among feamen, after they 
come off long voyages. 

But ffill the fame method of 
cure is applicable to both; for 

though the morbid matter is na¬ 
turally thrown out by ftools, oc- 

cafioned from a dyfentery; yet 

I have feen once and again, on 
the relapfe of a dyfentery, a 
bliftering plafter applied be¬ 

tween the fhoulders, had allaid 
* .1 J | •; ' 

both the gripings, and fupprefled 

the mucous evacuations from the 
inteftines; when in the mean time 
it drew a ferum from the part 
affected, as manifeftly fhowed the 

nature of the dyfenteric mucus; 

and was fo thick, glutinous, and 
acrid, that after removing the 
blifter, it fell by drops, irritated* 

inflamed, corroded, and, at length, 

eat 
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eat into the fkinj in the very 
fame manner, as the dyfenteric 

mucus is often time wont to at- 
fe£l the coats of the inteflines ; 

which happens in a rheumatifm 
that is more than ordinarily vio¬ 
lent, when the buffering plafter 
is applied to the part aggrieved : 
this does not fo frequently occur 
in a dyfentery, becaufe then the 
acrimony of the vifeid mucus, is 

diluted and tempered by a copious 

afflux of the aqueous humours y 
fo that fcarcely fuch an efxedt is 
obferved in the intelKnes, unlefs 

the difeafe be in its worfe degree. 
But whenever the dyfentery has 

become too inveterate, and that the 
patients are brought into the ut- 

moft danger, by reafon of the fre¬ 
quent ftools they are forced to ; 
fometimes in the beginning of the 

cure, I ordered a bliflering plafter 
to be applied between the fhoul- 

ders, at the fame time when I gave 
N ■ the 
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the ipecacoanha, in the manner al¬ 
ready fpecified ; which was always 

attended with fuccefs. Whatever 
then is founded on this principle, 

tends much to eafe the inteftines : 

fo that in curing the dyfentery, 
a medicine fnould be prepared, as 
if the diforder contained the rheu- 

matifm within it. Inline, I have fo 
frequently obferved this limilarity 

in the difeafes, that fome time ago, 
I looked upon the dyfentry, as a 

rheumatifm in the inteftines; not 
indeed in the fame fenfe, as. 
Caslius Aurelianus gives this ap¬ 

pellation to the dyfentery. For 

with him the rheumatifm lignilies 
nothing more than a defludtion 

of humours. But we, by trans¬ 

ferring that appellation from the 
pains of the joints and mufcles, and 

applying it to the inteftines, do 
contend that the matter and caufe 
of either diftemper are intirely the 

fame. 
CHAP 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Of the aSlion of the ipecacoanha in 
people troubled with a dyfentery. IN explaining the cure of the 

difeafe, the ipecacoanha ought 
to be particularly conlidered : its 

efficacy feems to depend upon two 
powers or faculties; fir ft, becaufe 
it renders the belly more foluble, 

and fo expells the humour that 
gave rife to the difeafe, and by 
which it is nourifhed, from the 

body; in the fecond place, becaufe 
it relaxes the coats of the inteftines, 
and breaks the violence of the 
gripings: whence the pain, in 

a great meafure is abated; and the 
difeafe becomes fo tolerable, that 
for the moft part, the patient 
without any great trouble, may 

wait till the morbid matter has 
been wholly evacuated by ftool. 
The ipecacoanha performs this 
part of an anodyne medicine, and 

that with the greateft fafety to 
the 



the patient, without any incon¬ 
venience following it: fince if 

the matter had been tried by o- 

piates, it muft happen that from 
the frequent and continued ufe 

of them, a variety of difeafes, dan¬ 
gerous both to life and health, 
would eniue. That we do believe 
any antifpafmodic virtue of this 

kind to agree with the ipecaccanha,, 
it will perhaps appear a new doc¬ 
trine, and to fome highly impro¬ 
bable, and yet by no means have 

we embraced this opinion with¬ 

out proper authority: for after 

once or twice taking the ipeca- 
coanha, the griping pain almoft 
always becomes eafier, though the 

matter of the ftools may have 

abated but little or nothing of 
their wonted acrimony and fbarp- 
ners, which the inteftines Hill 

feel, being fomewhat pained, 
but not confcringed and forced 

into Ip a fins as before. This can 

n 
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no ctherwavs be explained than 

that the medicine doth fo relax, 
and eae the coats of the inteflines; 

that the irritation of the defcend- 
ing mucus cannot contract: them 
into gripings. To the fame purpofe 
is owing the retarding and fup- 

preffing the effufion of blood, by 

the ipecacoanha ; for an aflringent 
power is no way inherent in its 
nature, which could fo fuddenly 
comprefs and fhut up the wound¬ 

ed orifices of the blood veflels. ' 

But when its antifpafmodic virtue 
hath already flopped and prevented 

the convulfions of the inteftine 
coats, thefe are not fo much agi¬ 

tated, neither are the capillary 
veins and arteries, which run over 
them, fo much diftended and 

compreffed. 

Moreover, the antifpafmodic 
power of the ipecacoanha fuffi- 
ciently alfo appears in other in¬ 

stances. Why ? becaufe the adlion 

of 
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of vomiting may be aptly de¬ 

duced from it; for both oil and 

warm water will create a vomit; 
and that they poflefs this pro¬ 

perty is moll certain. Opium it- 

lelf likewife, which hath the 

greateft power of relaxing, has un¬ 
doubtedly been found fometimes 

to affedt the ftomach in the fame 

manner: yet this feldom happens, 

becaufe that juice, while ex¬ 
hibited to the patient, according 
to the prefcription of phylicians, 
is for the moft part, either dilfolved 

in white wine, or is joined with 
Ipices, or fuch things as have 

an aftringent tendency to ftrength- 
en the ftomach. Beftdes, in every 
kind of loathing, we ourfelves 

feel the fibres of our ftomach 

rather become lax than contracted. 

For the mufcular coat of the 
ftomach has fome fibres which 
fortify its upper orifice, in the 

manner of a fphindter, and other 
fibres 
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fibres which extend for the whole 
length toward the pylorus or it’s 

lower orifice, and which prefs the 
food downwards into the intef- 
tines; but when either the former 
or latter are relaxed, the mufcles 

of the abdomen do, by their 
prefliire, drive back into the oefo- 
phagus or guliet, whatever is 
contained in the ftomach: then 
the diaphragm or midriff afcends, 
while the air is let out from the 

thorax or cheft; by this afcent 
the ftomach is drawn upwards, 
and a vomiting enfues; fo that 
it ought to create no furprife, if 

we afcribe a relaxing p6wer to 
the ipecacoanha, which is a cer¬ 
tain vomitory. This power ap¬ 
pears farther in this, that the 
ipecacoanha when joined with 
opium, is preferable to any other 

medicine, for relaxing the veffels 
of the fkin in general; befides, it 

creates the moft agreeable and 
O 

plentiful 



plentiful fvveatings; and, what 
is not commonly known, that the 
ipecacoanha is the beft and'.moft 
effectual remedy for fits of the 
afthma; I mean when fo great a 
contraction has feized upon the 
bronchia, and the membranou3 
cellulas of the lungs, fo as to hin¬ 
der the ingrefs of the air; and 
when bleeding, blifteririg plaifters 
fetid gums, volatile falts, fquills, 
rnufk, camphire, and even opium, 
have been found ineffectual; I have 
feen the contraction oftnerremov- 
ed by repeating the ufe of the ipeca- 
coanha, and the freedom of breath - 
ingforecovered,asthat men were in 
a manner, refeued from immediate 
death thereby. But I may perhaps 
find another opportunity for il¬ 
lustrating this matter eifewhere. 

FINIS. 


