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Page *3? line 14? forfimply, read Jimple. 

19, line 8, for difchargcd, read difchargé* 

20, line 26, after death, add a femicolon. 

22, line 26, after chyle, add a full flop. 

32, «O** h, line 2, for drank, read drunk. 

34, line 24, read delightful. 

34, line 25, read titillations. 

59, line 21, after difh, infert only a comma» 

65, line 2, for promue, read probe. 

125, line 11, read baken. 

136, line 14, read too. v 

137, line 12, (or toil, read toilet. 
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THE 

P R E FAC E. 
% 

"WERE I to open this work, with¬ 

out laying before the public the reafons 

which have induced me to inveftigate a 

fubjedt, at once fo delicate and impor- 

tant, fome prejudices might probably be 

thrown in the way of my intentions. 

The firft duty of an author fliould be 

to acquire the confidence of the reader, 

in relation to thofe matters concerning 

which he propofes to treat. But this 

alone is not fufficient ; he ought to prove 

that he deferves this confidence. His 

fagacious enquiries, his fortunate difco- 

veries, his evident principles, his moral, 

and phyfical proofs, the perfpicuity of 

his method, the truth, and facility of 

A the 
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the means which he employs, the very 

novelty of his fubjedt, and his manner 

of difcuffing it, are the road which he 

muft take, to perfuade, without deceiv¬ 

ing, to aflift, without being cenfured* 

and to fucceed, without dreading either 

the fuggeftions of ill-grounded preju¬ 

dices, or the clamors of envy. Far from 

endeavouring to penetrate into the mo¬ 

tives by which the ancient and the mo¬ 

dern authors were impelled, when they 

either left this fubjeit in the obfcurity of 

filence, or gave but an imperfect fketch 

of it, I fhall reft fatisfied with explain¬ 

ing the reafons which have prompted me 

to write on it, ex profejfo. 

The celebrated AjlrucfaJ at the end 

of his treatife des maladies des femmes^ 

hath 

(a) Doftor John AJiruc, who died at Paris, in 

1766, at the age of eighty-three years, was phyfi- 

cian to Lewis the fifteenth, to Augujlus the fécond, 

of Poland, and profefior of the royal college. His 

knowledge, diftinguifhed as it was, can only be 

faid to have equalled his modefty, politenefs, hu¬ 

manity, prudence, and moderation. His principal 

works* 

« 
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n m -y 

iii 
» , 
hath given us a (hort Latin effay, which 

feems to have efcaped, with difficulty, 

from the modefty of his learned pen i 

he hath written in this language, in or¬ 

der to conceal his fentiments from .the 

eyes of the vulgar, and to impart them 

only to enlightened readers, and the fa* 

culty, whofe province it is to remedy 

the diforders of nature. 

I dare not condemn an excefs of mo* 
l r- 

defty proceeding from fo refpedtable a 

character 5 yet, I cannot fuppofe myfelf 

A 2 obliged 

Works, befides that to which Mr. de Bienville refers, 

are. Mémoires pour fervir a Thijloire du Languedoc, 

1737, in quarto. De morbis venereis, libri fcx. This 

appeared, at firft, in only a quarto volume; but 

the copies having been quickly fold off, the author, 

fome years afterwards, publifhed a fécond edition in 

two volumes; and thefe Mr. Iault tranllated into 

French. On this fubje£t, nothing feems wanting, 

except a little precifion. Art d'accoucher réduit à fes 

principes ; to this, is perfixed a very pleafing, and 

fenfible letter concerning the conduct which Adam 

and is^’fhould have purfued, at the birth of their 

ffrft children. Mr. AJlruc, alfo, wrote differtati- 

ons on different medical fubjedfo, and on other fub- 

iedla 
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obliged to receive the filence of fuch â 

man, as a law. I am fenfible that every 

individual, who writes for the fervice of 

his fellow-creatures, fhouid be well ac-* 

quainted with the real boundaries of de¬ 

cency, and determined not to pafs them; 

far from offending againft thefe facred 

laws, I am convinced that the means 

which 1 employ mu ft tend to the efta- 

blifhment of this vertue. By what mo¬ 

tives more powerful, and certain, fhall 

we fix its empire, than by prefenting to 

the view, even of the fair fex, the lively, 

and ftriking picture of thofe fhocking, 

and incredible miferies, which are ready 

to overwhelm a young girl, in the very 

moment, when fhe takes the firft ftep 

which 
» 

je£ts not relating to phyfic. His genius, and abi¬ 

lities were unconfined; witnefs his Conjedlures fur 

les mémoires originaux qui ont fervi à le Genefe : and 

differtation fur /’immatérialité. After his death, were 

publ idled mémoires pour Jervir a Vhijloire de la faculté 

de medecine de Montpelier, 4to. 1767. His fon is 

honorary prefident of the court of aids, and ma¬ 

iler of the requefls, in France. . . Sequitur patrem 

€t pajftbits cequis. W, 
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which leads her beyond the path of chaf- 

tity ? May my pencil be fufficiently ex- 

preffive, may my colours be lufficiently 

natural to infpire all that horror, with 

which fo deteftable a vice fhould be fur- 

veyed ! may my fuccours compleat the 

victory over fo dangerous an infirmity ! 

The human mind, limited in itfelf, 

feduced, and blinded by pafiions, feels 

more ftrongly the fear of a punifhment 

phyfically demonftrated, than the me¬ 

naces of a corredtion morally eftablifhed, 

a corredtion which from its diftance is 

but little afifedting, whilft the term, the 

meafure, and, frequently, the reality of 

it are effaced by hope. What obligations 

have the public not received from the 

energetic treatife concerning Onanifm ? 

How great is the vertue of thofe true, 

and frightful reprefentations which Mr. 

Tijot hath, there, painted with fuch ex- 

preffive force ? How many thoufand 

youths have, in confequence of his ad¬ 

vice, efcaped from that abyfs, in which 

A 3 they 
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they were preparing to plunge ? How 

many thoufands more have extricated 

themfelves from it, through his affiftance, 

in the moment, when they were yielding 

up a miferable life to that diforder which, 

in his work, is defcribed with all the 
\ 

powers and truth of language ? 

Can that book be confidered as dan¬ 

gerous, the foie defign of which is to 

prevent illicit plealurej to intimidate 

thofe young perfons who may be fubjedt 

to this unhappy madnefs ; and to reftrain 

the vicious tranfpprts of the conftitution, 

by ftriking leflbns, and by -principles, 

and confequences drawn from nature 

which mu ft perfuade ? 
i 

Should this work fall into the hands of 

young perfons, whether from the in¬ 

attention of their parents, whether from 

the negligence of thofe who may have 

been defigned to fuperintend their edu¬ 

cation, or whether from the fedudtions 

of feme libertines, who are never at a 

lofs for an artifice, whereby they gain a 

foot- 
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footing in decent families ; if, in a word, 

by any accident whatfoever, a young girl 

fhould find an opportunity to read this 

book, what mufi: he the confequence ? 

Nothing. At the moll, fhe would be 

taught to lament over that prodigious 

aflemblage of imperfections, to which 

her fex is liable, and thofe infinitely mul¬ 

tiplied caufes of her diforders, and of 

her entire deftrudtion. 

The premature knowledge which fhe 

might acquire by a perufal of this treatife, 

would neither nourifhher pride, nor cor¬ 

rupt her morals ; fhe would feel the fra¬ 

gility of her nature; fhe would reipeCt, 

and even cherifh the principles which 

could certainly preferve her from that 

impending wreck to which the fex are, 

by reafon of their imbecillity, expofed. 

It is, on this account, that fully con¬ 

vinced of how little detriment my work 

muft prove, I have not hefitated to pub- 

lifh it, with the view of promoting thofe 

efiential benefits, which it is calculated 

A4 ta 
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* to produce. For, what advantages may 

not be drawn from it, by fathers, mo¬ 

thers, and all perfons entrufted with the 

education of young girls ? With what 

underftanding, and difcretion, may they 

not diredf, and enlighten the opening 

difpofitions of thefe tender pupils? And 

how happy muft they efteem themfelves, 

when thus enabled to aét, as the fecret 

phyficians of a diforder, capable of co¬ 

vering with Chame all thofe who may be 

attacked by it, and of caufing the moft 

bitter anguifh to the parents who.gave 

birth to fuch unfortunate wretches ? Be- 

fides, I cannot perceive any folid reafbn 

which ought to compel, or fimply to au- 

thorife a phyfician to oblerve a profound 

filence, concerning the nature of a dif- 

temper, which fhould be, as much as 

other diftempers, an important objedl of 

his enquiries and affiftance, 

A celebrated author, not lefs efteemed 
* • 

for his piety, than for his fkill in the 

principles of the art of healing, an art 

which 

a « 

/. 



PREFACE. ïx 

which he hath unfolded with erudition* 

method, and admirable eloquence, en¬ 

quires whether an honeft phyfician may 

be permitted to prefcribe prefervatives 

againft thofe dilbrders which may accrue 

from the commiflion of a crime, on 

which it is impoflible to refledt, without 

horror. 
„ ,1 r , . a. - -.•si * / .v >,* 

In anfwer to this, he doth not fcruple 

to declare that every fcience ought not 

only to be limited to its objedt, but en¬ 

tirely to attend to it $ that, of courfe, a 

phyfical diforder being the objedt of me¬ 

dicine, all the affedtions which refill t 

from it neceflarily demand the ftudy and 

enquiries of the phyfician, not merely 

that remedies may be applied to fuch 

complaints as adtually exift, but alfo that 

means capable of preventing thefe com¬ 

plaints may be difcovered, without con- 

fidering the horror of the principle. It 

is the privilege of God alone to caufe 

the guilty to meet death in the perpe¬ 

tration of their crimes 5 it is our duty to 

tremble. 
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tremble, whilft we revere the equity of 

His judgments ; yet we ought conti¬ 

nually to implore, and, as far as we are 

able, imitate His exceffive mercy. It is 

to the truth, it is to the indefatigable 

clemency of the Almighty, thatlmuft 

bear this teftimony ; for I have attended 

feveral patients who were in the mofb 

imminent danger; and if I defpaired of 

being able to cure them, it was rather 

on account of their blafphemies, and 

continual imprecations, than becaufe 

their diforder was of fuch a particular 

nature ; I have feen even thefe reftored ta 

perfeâ health ; an inftance of Divine 

Mercy which raifes our wonder, and 

Ihould excite our imitation. 

If a phyfician be, therefore, obliged* 

by his fituation, to endeavour not only to 

accomplifli the cure of any diftemper 

whatfoever, but alfo, if it be pofiible, to 

prevent the exiftence of fuch a diftemper, 

can he be cenfured without injuftice, 

when he adopts the fureft, and raoft ge¬ 

neral 
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neral plan, în order to attain the end 

which he purfues ? I am exprefily under 

this predicament; the difeafe concerning 

which I write, is not chimerical ; that 

it exifts amongft the fair fex, is but too 

true; its progrefs becomes every day 

more rapid and alarming. Though all 

the world were to diflent from what I 

have advanced, I fhould flill have reafon 

to rely on the evidence of my fenfes, and 

of my difcoveries. 

I am therefore juftified in laying open 

the caufes, and variations of this difeafe, 

and my duty exadts from me, that I 

fhould prefcribe the proper remedies. 

From this firft reflection, another arifes 

which is flill more eflential to the pre- 

fervation of the fpecies; from amongft 

the means fit to be oppofed againft the 

contagion, the chief point is to ehufe the 

mod efflcious one, a mean, the know¬ 

ledge of which may become the mod 

certain, fpeedy, and univerfal. Now, 

what can be imagined more capable of 

in- 

/ 
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infuring ail thefe different fucceffes, than 

a work where truths are plain, and where 

expreffions, lefs eloquent, than natural* 

and alarming, are like fo many thunder¬ 

bolts, by which the moft obftinate, and 

infatuated minds muff be ftricken with 

conviction and remorfe ? " 

I fliould efteem myfelf too happy, could 

my reflections prove in the lead; fervice- 

able to fociety. Undoubtedly, the zeal 

for the public welfare which guides my 

pen doth not anfwer for its fuccefs. 

Some of the learned may, probably, con- 

defcend to criticife this work : It is my 

with that fentiments, fimilar to thofe 

which induced me to compofe it, may 

prevail on them to favor the world with 

their opinions. Such a flep muft be at¬ 

tended with advantages ; I fhall Hill glory 

in having been humbled, fince, even un¬ 

der thefe circumftances, I may boaft that 

I withdrew an interefling fubjeCt from 

obfcurity, although my labor were to be 

buried under another, deftined to arife 

3 
I 

m 
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upon its ruins. I am far from entertain¬ 

ing fo partial an idea of my knowledge, 

as to luppofe it exempted from errors. 

May lome more able writer fully accom- 

plifh an undertaking which I have but 

juft opened ! I fhall yield without a 

blufh, and even with pleafure, to truths 

rendered more ftriking, to furer princi¬ 

ples, and to an eloquence more energe¬ 

tical and alarming. 

Be this as it may, it is lefs for the pro- 

felTors of the medical art that Î write, 

than for the generality of men, and wo¬ 

men who, fimply in their own thoughts, 

will kindly allow for the fimplicity of 

mine. Experience will convince them 

with what fincerity I have prefen ted 

thefe images to their view ; and the fuc- 

cefs of my remedies will occafton them 

to return me a grateful acknowledg- 
% ■ 

ment, by fixing fome eftimation on my 

labors. 

In the courfe of this work, I fhall ob- 

ferve the following order. 

The 
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The firif chapter will contain proofs 

of the weaknefs of the fex, drawn from 

their organical conftrudtion, in order to 

give the reader a clear idea of the nature 

of the fibres, and mufcles, which perform a 

principal part in the accidents of the 

matrix. 

The fécond chapter will be compofed 

of a general defcription of the Nympho¬ 

mania, or Furor Uterinus. 

In the third chapter, will be introduc¬ 

ed a deduction of the different caufes, 

and affedtions of this diftemper* 

The variety of its degrees, and fymp- 

toms, will be the fubjedt of the fourth 

chapter. 

The diagnoftic figns, and prognoftics 

of it, will be çftablifhed in the fifth 

chapter. 

I fhall, in the fixth chapter, defcribe 

the methods of cure, and point out the 

moft certain fpecifics in the different ftages 

of the diforder. I fhall not attempt to 

conceal how little hope muft remain of 

curing 
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diring thofe who may have fallen into 

the third, and lad: ftage. The moft ap¬ 

proved fpecifics will, notwithflanding* 

be mentioned 5 and fuch rules of conduft 

will be prefcribed, as may, {hould fuch 

an event be ftill poffible, contribute to a 

cure, or* at leaft, remove that defpair 

into which the patient is apt to fink, in 

the extremity of her diftemper. 

At the end of this work, the reader 

will find an appendix, containing receipts* 

to which he is, numerically, referred * 

and left any miftakes fhould be commit¬ 

ted in the preparations of the feveral 

dofes, the quantities will be defcribed in 

the plained: terms. 

Thus affided, any perfon may make 

up thefe receipts, without running the 

lead: hazard. It is my anxious wifh, that 

this performance may be recurred to, 

with a fuccefs equal to the labour, at¬ 

tention, and candour, from which I have 

never fwerved, during the compilation of 

it, pleafed with having dripped myfelf, 

for 
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for the fake of the public, of that know-* 

ledge which fome practitioners would havê 

concealed as a rare, and valuable fecret. 

With this fault, there is reafon to re¬ 

proach many of the faculty, who are, in 

all other refpe&s, highly entitled to our 

efteem. Is this the meannefs of the 

mind? Or, is it fordid felf-intereft? In 

whatfoever light, we view this conduCt, 
✓ 

it appears equally contemptible; I have 

heared feveral phyficians congratulate 

themfelves on having only given to the 

public, what it was no lofs to part from ; 

and on having referved, for their own 

private advantage, the true fpecifics for 

thofe diforders, concerning which they 

may have treated. That fuch a way of 

thinking fhould be natural to a mounte¬ 

bank, is not at all aftonilhing; but, can 

it be the vice of noble, humane, and 

honed minds ? 

NYMPHOMANIA, 

I 

f 
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CHAP. I. : 
• ' \ I 

» / * 

^ defeription of the organic al parts of woman. 
\ 

the origin and progrefs of thediforder, 

which we term Zwflr Uterinus, abfolutely 

proceeds from the impreflions and difpofi- 

tions of the interior fibres of the organs, it 

feems unneceffary that I fhould, in this place, 

enter into any detail relative to the exterior 
parts of woman. 

B I in- 
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* I intend, therefore, to confine myfelf to 

as fuccind a delcription as poflible of her in¬ 

terior parts, and, principally,^ of fuch as con- 

fpire to the impreffions and affedions of the 

matrix, the chief feat of thofe diforders, the 

dreadful pidure of which I fhall attempt 

to paint. 

In the parts of woman are two conduits, 

one of which is called the canal of the 

Urethra \ of this, I fhall give no defcription, 

as it is entirely foreign to my fubjed -, the 

other part is the Vagina, which (as the ana- 

tomifts inform us) is a long canal defcending 

from the orifice of the matrix to the extre¬ 

mity of the pudendum muliehre. 

In virgins, the vagina is about five or fix 

inches long -, it pafTes between the bladder 
— • 

and the reftum. Of the two membranes 

which compofe its lubftance, the one is in¬ 

ternal, and the other is external. 

The internal membrane is a texture of 

nerves which of courfe render it extremely 

fenfible. Its interior part is full of fpiral 

wrinkles which extend themfelves during à 

labour. This canal is filled with veficles 

containing a mucofity which is difcharged 

from an infinite number of little glands : from 
i hence 
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hence proceeds the humidity fo very necefiary 

in the vagina. 

The external membrane is a texture of 

mufcular fibres capable of extenfion, and of 

contra&ion. At the inferior part of this ca- 

nal may be perceived a plexus of vefiels v,hich 

compofe a cavernofe body filled with arterial 

blood, which thefe vefiels difcharged during 

certain moments of pleafure, and being em¬ 

braced by a quantity of mufcular fibres, al¬ 

ready mentioned, particularly contract the 

orifice, and occafion an exquifite fenfibility. 

The arteries, and veins of the fuperipr 

part of the vagina proceed from the hypoga- 

ftrics, and thofe of the inferior part have 

their principal in the hæmorrhoidals. They 

communicate themfelves every one to the 

others, and are defigned to vivify them in 

order to fwell, and fiiffen the cavernofe bodies 

by the extreme fenfibility which reigns there. 

The furplus of the blood of the arteries is 

carried by the veins into the vena cava. 

The matrix is a membranous body com- 

pofed of a cellular texture of fibres, covered 

by a great quantity of fanguine vefiels. Its 

figure is the exadl refemblance of a pear, in 

the cavity of which might be contained a 

B 2 • large 
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large almond, or kernel; its length from its 

internal orifice to the fund is the breadth of 

three fingers-, its pofterior part is two inches 

wide; its interior part is in width one inch ; 

it is an inch thick. Its fituation is in the in- 
\ ' 

ferior part of the hypogafirum between the 

reftum^ and the bladder, where it is defended 

by the os pubis in front, and, behind, by the 

os facntm. But between thefe and it there 

exifts a certain fpace which occafions in the 

fex the protuberance of the hips. 

The orikce of the matrix which joins itfelf 

to the fuperior part of the vagina is very 

fmall, and fomewhat refembles the muzzle 

of a dog ; its internal cavity, at the neck of 

the orifice'is called cervix matrices. Its fur- 

face is uneven, and full of wrinkles, in the 

intervals of which are lèverai very fmall con¬ 

duits which fprinkle the cervix of the matrix 

during the menftrual difcharge. The Fluor 

albus iffues from glands which proceed origi¬ 

nally from thefe little conduits, and which 

are properly the feat of this diforder fo com¬ 

mon, in thefe days, among!! the fex, and 

which they fupport without rededling that it 

carries, along with it a principle of death, the 

remedies in this cafe are noiwithftanding ex- 

• T' ' tremely 

i 

I 



tremely well known. The neck of the ma¬ 

trix hath little holes which are the extremities 
l% 

of the conduits which iflue from the feminal 

veficles, defigned to pour into the matrix a 

mucilaginous and fpermatic liquor, which 

the veficles pump, and draw from the tefti' 

cles, or ovaria of the woman, and which, 

not being a feed, neverthelefs fupplies the 

place of it, by the pleafure which it occafi- 

ons when ifluing from thefe veficles, which 

are little fpherical bodies ferving as a recep¬ 

tacle for this fpermatic liquor which is there 

introduced by the different vefiels which ori¬ 

ginate from the ovaria. Thefe veficules are 

nervous and mufcular. They dilate them- 

felves by the motion of the acceleratory muf- 

cles which occafion them to draw the fperma¬ 

tic liquor, which, in that moment, obliges 

them to contract themfelves, in order to drive 

it with force into the cavity of the matrix. 

Hitherto the woman hath a&ed entirely alone; 

and as the particular motion of her organs, 

now well known to us, is fufficient to give 

us a full idea of caufes taken from her na¬ 

ture, and relative to the accidents of the Fu¬ 

ror Ulerinus, we fhall not enter on a farther 

enquiry into thex ufes of her mufcles, and 

B 3 fibres. 



✓ 

22 NYMPHOMANIA, 

fibres, left t might lead ns, in fpite of our- 

felves, to treat of the principles and effect s' 
# 

of generation. 

I fhall confine myfel.f to fome few obferva- 

tions concerning the fituotion of the veins, the 

arteries, and the nerves of the matrix, and its 

ligaments, becaufe all rhefc are particularly 

connected with my fubjefl-, and although the 

tivariù do not cffentially relate tc the accidents 

of which 1 treat, it may yet be necefiary to ex*^ 

plain the nature, thefituatiop, and the effe&s. 

which frequently become the foufee of a multi¬ 

tude of diioraers, through the ignorance either 

of fathers, and mothers, or of thole to whom 

the education of youth is intruded. 

The arteries and veins of the matrix pro¬ 

ceed from the hæmorrhoidals, the hypoga- 

dries, and the fpermatic veffels which form 

an anaftomafis, or communicate at their extre¬ 

mities with each other. The nerves of the 

matrix are from the inter coft ah, and thofe of 

the os Jacrum. T here are lèverai lymphatic 

veffels in its internal furface, which, uniting 

ihemfelves by little and little, form large 

branches which have their inlertion in the re- 

fervatory of the chyle, all the veffels of the 

matrix twine about its external furface, mak¬ 

ing 
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ing feveral turnings, and doublings which 

fecure them from a rupture by extenfion. 

The pofterior part of the matrix doth not 

hold by any thing. The anterior part is join¬ 

ed to the bladder, and to the reftum, and 

each fide by two kinds of ligaments, which 

are divided into large ligaments, and into 

round ligaments. 

The large ligaments are nothing more than 

a production of the 'peritonaeum which pro¬ 

ceeds from the Tides of the matrix. They are 
• 

compoftd of a double membrane which con¬ 

tains another within its duplicature. They 

are ufually compared, on account of their fi¬ 

gure and fize, to the wings of a bat. 

The ovarium adheres to one of their ex¬ 

tremities: it hath its different veffels ; the one 

inferts itfelf into the fund of the matrix, and 

the other prepares to difçharge itfelf into the 

feminal veffels, near the neck of the matrix.. 

The round ligaments proceed from the an¬ 

terior, and lateral part of the fund of the 

matrix, and paffing by the productions of the 

peritoneum a-crofs the rings, or holes of the 

oblique, and tranfverfal mufcles of the ab¬ 

domen, they lofe themfelves in the fat near 

B 4 the 
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the groin, where they form an expanfion re- 

fembling the foot of a goofe. 

In women there are four fpermatic veiïèls. 

They are fhorter than thofe of men: each ar¬ 

tery forms feveral folds, and doublings; de¬ 

scending they divide themfelves into two 

branches, the fmalleft of which fpreads to 

the ovarium, and the largeft feparates itfelf 

into three branches, of which one extends it¬ 

felf over the matrix, a fécond above the va* 

gina, and the third over the ligaments of the 

matrix, and the Fallopian tubes. 

The ovaria are two bodies of an oval figure, 

a little flattened in the fore-part, each of which 

is fituated at the Aides, at about the diflanceof 

two fingers breadth from the fund of the ma¬ 

trix. Thefe ovaria, which are alfo called the 

tefticles of woman, are glandulous, and mem¬ 

branous, and almofl by one half lefs large 

than thofe of men. Their natural furface is 

fmooth, they are covered by a proper mem¬ 

brane which powerfully adheres to their fub- 

ftance, and by another common membrane 
- .. # 

which proceeds alfo from the peritonaeum^ and 

which covers the fpermatic vefiels. Their 

fubflance is a compofition of glands, of fi¬ 

bres, and of membranes, which leave little v ; y * 
interme- 
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intermediate fpaces, in which there are round 

veficles of a different fize, full of a white 

liquor. A dozen of thefe may fometimes be 

obferved in a fingle ovarium. 

I fhall not defcribe how, and under what 

form, the nerves adhere to the ovarium, or 

rather to its interjiices, I fhall fay nothing of 

the falling of the ova, or eggs, and of their 

fecundation in the matrix : thefe fpeculations 

are quite foreign to my fubjedt. But I cannot 

avoid taking notice of the falling againft na¬ 

ture of thefe fame ova, becaufe, as I have 

already obferved, it is a fource of flriking 

accidents, to which young perfons, in parti¬ 

cular, are fubjedl. 

By this falling againft nature, I would un- 

derftand the falling of the ova before their 

maturity, that is, before the time prefcribed 

bv the common rules of nature, whether in 

the order of generation amongft women, or 

whether in that of the menftrual flux, amongft 

all perfons of the fex. 

Its caufe proceeds from fome indifpofttion 

of the ovaria which form them, or from fome 
^ I V \ ' 

impurity of the blood which mixes itfelf with 

the fubftance of thefe ova, from whence it 

happens that they detach themfelves, the one 

after \ 

✓ 
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after the other, before the time. Then their 

fubdance, like that of unripened, or worm- 

eaten fruits, caufes a violent irritation in the 

cavity of the matrix, and by its pungent acri¬ 

mony cuts the capillary extremities of the 

fanguine vedels, the which occafions the pure 

blood of the veins to flow, for a long while. 
» 

This is called an ijfue of blood. This is the 

ftrft diforder. From this, in the fécond dif- 

order,are introduced excruciating cnolics; the 

third diforder, which is the mod dangerous, 

is attended with ulcers in the matrix. Happy 

the I'hytician who can difcover them, when 

they exid in this part; but happier he, who 

knows how to apply the real fpecifics. 

When, on the contrary, through fome ob- 

drudfron in the vifcera, or from the default 

of a proper conformation, or from the mif- 

conduft of the perlon affii&ed, or from any 

indifpofition whatfoever, the blood hath no 

power to emit into the vehcles that precious 

juice, which forms the fecundity of nature, 

an incurable barrennels mud follow, when 

the vice is in the folids, or elfe the jaundice, 

and the Chlorofis, or green ficknefs, which 

would foon bring; the unfortunate fuderer to 

the grave, were fhe not to have the fpeedied 

recourfe 
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recourfe to fome remedies capable of re-efta- 

blilhing the fluids. 

At the end of my Appendix of Formula¬ 

ries are added two fpecifics, the moil conve¬ 

nient and agreeable of which may be taken9 

according to the fituation of the perfons, and 

the tafte of the Tick. 

I have extended my obfervations farther 

than I deflgned in this defcription of the or- 

ganical parts of woman, But as I imagined 

that fome knowledge of this fubjeft would be 

neceflary for the reader, in the courfe of the 

work, I have on this account, been lefs re*, 

ferved than was agreeable to my firft refolu* 

tion. It will, now, be proper to give a ge^ 

neral idea of the Nymphomania, 

CHAP. 

/ 
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CHAP. II. 

A general defcription of the Nymphomania, 

or Furor Uterinus. 

IPI Y the Nymphomania is under flood an ir¬ 

regular, and difturbed motion of the fibres, 

in the organical parts of woman. This dif- 

order is different from moft others which are 

fudden in their attack, and declare, nearly 

at once, by evident fymptoms, all their ma¬ 

lignity i the Nymphomania, on the contrary, 

lurks, aimoft without exception, under the 

impofmg outfide of an apparent Calm, and 

frequently hath acquired a dangerous nature, 

when not only its progrefs,. but its beginnings 

elude our perception. Sometimes the fair 

one, who is attacked by it, Hands with one 

foot upon the precipice, without fufpefting 

that 
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that (lie is in peril. It is a ferpent which 

hath infenfibly glided into her heart; and 

fortunate mud fhe be, if before it can have 

mortally wounded her, (lie (houid exert a 

powerful refolution, and flee with fpeed, 

from this cruel and deftrudtive foe. 

This diforder frequently furprizes the 

younger part of the fex, at a marriageable 

age, when their hearts, premature in love, 

have warmly pleaded in favor of fome youth, 

for whom they feel a defperate paflion, the 

gratification of which is oppofed by infur- 

mountable obflacles. 

Debauched girls who, during a long time, 

have lived amidfl: the diforders of a volup¬ 

tuous life, are on a fudden, attacked by this 

malady. This is frequently the cafe, when 

an involuntary retreat drives them far off 

from the opportunities of indulging their 

fatal inclinations. Married women are not 

exempted from this diftemper, particularly, 

when they are united either to an hufband of 

lb feeble a temperament, as to exad conti¬ 

nence in his pleafures, or to a cold mate, but 

little fenfible of the delights of enjoyment. 

To this diforder, young widows are fre¬ 

quently liable, efpecially if death hath de¬ 

prived 

s 
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privcd them of a ftrong, and vigorous tflaft* 

during a commerce with whom, by acts 

brifkly repeated, they had acquired an habi¬ 

tude in pleafures, the delicious remembrance 

of which too often affeéb them with that 

bitter regret, which produces uneafineiTes, 

agitations, and motions at the firft involun¬ 

tary, but which, in the end, foon throw the 

mind into the moft alarming fituation. 

In a word, all, when once they yield them* 

felves a prey to this diforder, are uninterrupt¬ 

edly bufied with equal perieverance and eager- 

nefs in the fearch of fuch obje&s as may 

kindle their paflions at the infernal firebrand 

of lubricity ; and if they engage with parti¬ 

cular ardor in the purfuit, it is becaufe they 

are impelled to it, by the natural vehemence 

of their conftitution. 

This natural vehemence muft be flimu- 

lated, and increafed, when they read fuch 

luxurious novels as begin by preparing the 

heart for the impreffion of every tender fen- 

timent, and end by leading it to the know¬ 

ledge of ail the groffer paflions, and caufing 

it to glow with each lafcivious fenfation. 

They alfo add fuel to the flames which de- 

vour them, by learning the moll amorous 

fongs ; 

\ 
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fongs : their impaffioned voices incefifantly 

accompany the tunes, and words of thefe 

which breathe into their fouls the poifon des¬ 

tined to deftroy them. 

In their particular converfations with their 

companions, they are fo far from ufing any 

efforts to banifh the moil Seducing fubjedh 

from their imaginations, that they are affidu* 

ous in making them the leading topics. If, 
. / 

in fpite of all their art, they cannot prevent 

the difcourfe from taking a turn quite oppofite 

to their paffions, they fink into languor, and 

pine under an incurable difquiet, which they 

have not the power to conceal. 

They perpetually dishonor themfelves in 

Secret by habitual pollutions, of which they 

are themfelves the unfortunate agents, until 

they have openly paffed the bounds of mo- 

defly ; but when impudence enlifls itfelf on 

their fide, they are no longer fearful of pro¬ 

curing this dreadful, and deteflable pleafure 

from the affifling hand of a flranger. 

Always difpofed to liflen to the flattering, 

and Seducing compliments of the men who 

Surround them, they fhudder at the moft 

trifling employments whenfoever they prove 

capable of turning them, for one moment^ 

afidc 
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afide from thofe lafcivious fubjePs, which arc 

the favorite pleafures of their imagination. 

From the walks, where the moft innocent 

fports of nature are, in their pre-occupied 

minds, the lively attrapions of voluptuouf- 

nefs, they proceed to luxurious tables, at 

which the fharp, ftimulating, and poifoned 

meats give the finifhing ftroke to that horrible 
# 

diforder, into which the blood had previoufly 

been thrown. 

Strong wines with which they are inceflant- 

ly drenched, fpirituous liquors which they 

fwallow, as if they were water, the abufed, 

and exceflive ufe of chocolate all thefe 

articles 

(b) The coloring in one part of this pi&ure is, pro-» 

bably, a little heightened. Wine drank to a certain 

excefs, by a perfon of ftrong and lafcivious paflions, 

and not accuftomed to intoxicating draughts, may add 

fuel to this flame of lull; but in a confirmed habit of 

/'wallowing fpirituous liquors like nvaîer, the amorous de¬ 

fires are gradually dying away, and mull Ihortly, be 

entirely extinguifhed. This is a truth which I know 

fome hulbands do not, and, let me add with inexprefi. 

fible concern, I fear, fome ladies cannot call in queftion. 

The immoderate ufe of chocolate was, in the lafl: cen¬ 

tury, confidered as fo violent an inflamer of the paf- 

fions, that Joan. Franc. Rauch (in his Di/putatio medico- 

dicetetica, de aëref et ejcuhntis9 nsc~non de totu* Vienna? 

> ghiJlr'uCi 

/ 
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{articles, (a fingle one of which is capable of 

corrupting the animal harmony) when united* 

impart additional fury to the flames which 

burn for their deftrudtion & all thefe throw 

fuch fparks amongft the pallions, as fet fire to 

the moft fhameful and unbridled lu ft» 

I grant that all thefe alarming accidents» 

of which it is impofiible to draw a picture 

fufficiently hideous, are, at the fir ft, fupport- 

able -, but the difmal events which they pro¬ 

duce, loon become of the higheft concern, 

unleis the moft prudent means to reprefs their 

courfe, be inftantly and earneftly embraced. 

On the contrary, the women who have nei¬ 

ther the refolution, nor the power to turn 

C back, 

r -- ■ -   1 i - •' J - —- i - ' . < i ii 111 'r ■■tfn i i ■ ii •- ■ - - ------ 

Aujiriity Schilgen, 1622, 1624. in \to. Warmly en¬ 

forces the necefiity of forbidding the monks to drink it; 

and adds, that if fuch an interdiction had exiiled, the 

fcandal with which that /acred order hath been branded, 

might have proved more groundlefs. This work is a 
# 

rara avis which is but feldom caught, even by the moil 

indefatigable of the Virtuofi in uncommon libraries* 

It is indebted for its fcarcity to an equally fingular 

and ridiculous circumftance. The monks, fearful of lof- 

ing their characters, or, what, perhaps, was dearer to 

them, their chocolate, vyere fo diligent in fuppreiîing 

almolt every copy, that the connoi/feurs reckon but five 

Jn Europe, W» 
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back, afrer having taken their firft ftep irl 

this labyrinth of horrors, fall infenfibly, and 

almoft without any perception of their con¬ 

duct, into thofe excelles which, having wound¬ 

ed their reputation, conclude by depriving 

them of life. 

' Thefe fufferers are continually abforbed in 

the fame thought, and their greateft appré¬ 

hendons are left they fliould be withdrawn 

from it, for a fingle moment. They dwell 

only on the fatal objedt, who is the caufe of 

their dilorder ; they fee but him alone -, all 

the powers of their mind are, as it were, 

immoveable * they neither perceive, nor un- 

derftand any thing which paffes near them ; 

one principal and foie bufmefs engages their 

attention -, they abfolutely negledl every other, 

and even that on which depends the proper 

management of their family, and, of courfe, 

their fortune. Sad, and melancholy, they 

become fond of repofe, and filence ; if they 

interrupt this filence, it is only to talk to 

themielves. But woe be either to him, or 

to her, who fhall dare to trouble this dilight¬ 

ful, ftill retirement. The violence which 

they do themfelves, by endeavoring to com 

ceal that dreadful flame which confumes 

them. 
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them, is the completion of their miferies* 

But this violence doth not lad long. 

A beautiful youth prefents himfelf to their 

view; yeti what do I fay? a man, fuch as 

they chufe to imagine him to be; for in the 

whirlwind of flames which compofe their 

atmofphere, the fparks of fire which dart 

from their eyes may well cafl fuch light and 

brilliancy over any objedt, howfoever de¬ 

formed, as would change a Vulcan into an 

Adonisv This man, then, let him be what 

he will, becomes, in an inflant, the object 

of their defires. They liften with the melt 

eager attention to the flightefl flatteries, and 

even the cuftomary- compliments which he 

pays them are, in their opinion, a train of 

well-defigned feduAions. They anfwer him 

in a tone of voice, and by geftures expref* 

five of a lively pafiion ; and they confider as 

ferious the ufual pleafantries which arife in 

their mutual convention. They not only 

furrender themfelves up in the mofl unrefift- 

ing manner to thofe defires, which they ima^ 

gine that they have infpired ; but it more 

frequently happens, that they outftrip the in¬ 

clinations of their fuppofed lover, by an im- 

modeftv which difgraces their lex. 

C 2 This 
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This didemper, already too violent, is not 

yet arrived at its lad dage. In each accefs, 

it rages with redoubled malignity, and every 

fymptom becomes daily more alarming. The 

real fenfation of pleafures, added to thofe 

the different ideas of which are inceffantly 

filling their imaginations, in a fhort time ren¬ 

ders thefe wretched fufferers furious, and un¬ 

governable -, it is then, that breaking down, 

without the lead remorfe, the barriers of 

modedy, they betray each ftiocking fecret of 

their lafeivious minds by propofals, to the 

expreffions of which even ears not uncom¬ 

monly chade cannot liden without horror, 
* f * ' \ 

and adonilhment; and foon the excefs of 

their lud having exhauded all their power of 

contending againd it, they throw off the re¬ 

draining, honorable yoke of delicacy, and, 

without a blulh, openly follicit in the mod 

criminal, and abandoned language, the fird- 

coiners to gratify their infatiable defires. Al¬ 

though they meet with a repulfe, yet they 

flatter themfelves that they fhall conquer, by 

employing all the arts of feduction. In or¬ 

der to accomplifh this point, how wily are 

the fnares in which, by converfation, and by 

gedurcs, they endeavor to trepan the objects 

of 
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of their paflion ? when fuch advances meet 

with their deferved contempt, thefe monfters 

in human fhape abandon themfelves to an ex- 

cefs of fury, during which they afperle their 

defpifers with the moft unjuft reproaches. 

They purfue them with fcandalous accufa- 

tions, intended to deftroy their fame ; they 

perfecute them with unremitted obftinacy 

and clamour ; and after having by a thoufand 

fruitlefs ftratagems confpired againft their 

peace, and reputation, they violently, and 

fometimes even without precaution, indulge 

their vengeance in the perpetration of the 

moft cruel and tragical crimes. 

Hitherto, this malady, in how horrible a 

point of view foever I may have reprefented 

it, hath not pafled the bounds of a melan¬ 

choly delirium ; but we fhall foon perceive it 

raging in all the exceiTes of a confirmed mad-* 

nefs. 

It is then, that, as if afflided with conti¬ 

nual fymtoms of inlanity, they hifs, applaud, 

deny, affirm, aflame ridiculous geftures, throw 

their bodies into ftrange contortions, attempt 

to ftimulate the paffions of the men by the 

loofeft language, and, to enfure fuccefs, af~ 

fed a difregard for attire, approaching to 

C 3 naked nefs. 



• & NYMPHOMANIA. 

nakednefs, weakly imagining that it will be 

attributed to their piercing diftradions, which, 

however, are not'To artfully feigned as to im- 

pofe on the fimplicity of even the leafh ex¬ 

perienced youth. If, notwithflanding all this, 

the men fhould rejeft their advances with dif- 

dain, they will fall on them with the moft 

implacable fury-, and fo fudden will be the 

violence of their frenzy, that to find time for 

an cfcape from their affaults may fcarcely be 

in the power of thofe againft whoi'e perfoos 

they are diredled. 

Whofoever hath not been an eye-witnefs of 

thefe dreadful fits of mad nefs, will feel a 

difficulty in believing the fatal truths which 

I am obliged to unfold, in the courfe of this 

work. Until I had vifited countries lefs fa¬ 

vored by nature, where the blood, inflead of 

being animated by a fulphurous and bal- 

famic air, is inceffantly corrupted by lumps 

of ice which are there devoured, through the 
' * 

fatal neceffity of refpirarion ; where, inflead 

of thofe perfumes which impart to it adtion 

and nourifhment, the human frame is conti¬ 

nually furrounded by cold, damp, and ex¬ 

ceedingly unwholefome molecules, which de- 

ftroy the fpirituous properties of the blood, 

the 

« 
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the circulation of which is always.languifh- 

ing through the veins, and, confequently, in¬ 

capable of repairing itfelf j until, (I fay) I 

had travelled through thofe reg ons which I 

efteemed happy, becaufe, in my humble opi¬ 

nion, their inhabitants were, in a lefs degree, 

a prey to paflions, which, Ali-celeflial in their 

principles, do neverthelefs become, by our 

abufe of them, the inexhaufliole fources of 

of difgrace •, until, by a fatal experience, as 

humiliating to humanity, as detrimental to 

the plans of a well-meaning individual, who 

tenderly wifhes to advance the welfare of his 

fellow-creatures, I had been fully convinced 

that the fire of lubricity, much more power¬ 

ful, and adive than that of nature, admits, 

no difference either of climate, or of con- 

flitution, but burns, in all places, howfoever 

frozen, with the utmoft violence, I fhould 

have adhered to the generaiopinion that this dis¬ 

order was fcarcely to be met with in the cold¬ 

er countries. It is on this account, (faith a 

celebrated phyfician, of whofe obfervations I 

am, as it were, only the tranflator) that I 

have perceived, without aftonifhment, how 

filent on fuch an important fubjeft thofe au¬ 

thors are who were born under thefe frigid 

C 4 ikies % 
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fkies ; yet I cannot conceal my furprize, when 

I behold the moll celebrated writers of anti¬ 

quity, inhabitants of the fouthern climes, 

fuch as Hippocrates, Paulus Ægineta, Galen* 

and Celfus, who have treated of phyfic, in 

Greece, and Italy, fo profoundly inattentive 

to the Furor Uterinus, as not even to mention 

it \ it is (till more extraordinary that the phy- 

ficians, who flourifhed in fome of the later 

centuries, and whofe high reputation is ac¬ 

knowledged by the prefent age, particularly 

thofe who pafied their lives in the warmer 

countries, where, it is to be fuppofed this ma¬ 

lady is moft common, fuch as Arnoldus de 

Villa-nova, Valefcus Farenii, Bernardin Gcrdo- 

mut*'Guillaume Rondelet de Narbonne*(c) An- 

, toim 

.— 

(c) Before I alien t to the propriety of thofe compli- 

ments which have been paid to the memory of the writ¬ 

ers in this medical lift, I fhall, without remorfe, en¬ 

deavor to exclude from it Guillaume Rondelet. It is not 

always that good policy, or even humanity is to be found 

in the thread-bare precept, /peak nothing amifs of the 

dead. Their alhes mu ft fometimes, for the fake of poll 

terity, be difturbed : and when a character is marked 

with the barbarity of a favage, it fhould be purfued 

by perpetual execrations, that the gentlemen of the 

faculty may be reminded how disgraceful to their pro- 

feffion. 
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toine Guainier, Alexander Benedifius, a Vero- 

nefe, who have all written, ex profeffo, on the 

diforders of women, feem to have ftudioufly 

avoided the lead intimation concerning the 

Furor Uterinus. 

Bor anus, 

feffion, is a want of feeling. Rondelet, who was bom 

in 1507, at Montpelier, prevailed on his fovereign to 

honor it with an anatomical theatre. It was here, that 

facrifking the forrows of a father to his paflion for dif- 

feflion, he explained to his pupils the operations of the 

human frame, whi'lft, at intervals, he cut open the dif¬ 

ferent parts of the dead body of his fon. To how 

delicate, to how tender an accefs he was tranfported by 

the line fenfations of an hufband, may be gathered 

from a pa/Tage relating to him, in the Bibliographia 

anatomic a of Do dor Douglafs : (“ filiorum etiam gemello- 

4‘ rum quos uxor uno partit enixa erat, fecundinas in gym- 

nafium adferri cur aver at, ut minime Bulgaria fuper his 

f* doceret^J I cannot help thinking that the writings 

of this phyfician are by no means equal to the reputa¬ 

tion which they have gained ; and that if he Ihould be 

remembered by another century, it mull be only as the 

Rcndibilis of Rabelais, a character which this Cervantes 

of France hath fitted on him, with peculiar humor. 

The moft capital work, (and even this is not very ac¬ 

curately digefted) which palfes under his name, is 

ii FUJI or ia Pi/ciumF Lugduni, folio, 1554. it hath been 

attributed to Pellicier, bilhop of Montpellier, a prelate 

of uncommon genius, to whom Rondelet, on this occa- 

lion, was indebted for that rank, as an author, which 

he, pofiibly, would never have acquired, by his own 

abilities. \Y, 
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Soranus, a Greek phyfician, fomewhat prior 

to Galen, who gained great reputation under 

Trajan, is the only ancient who hath treated 

of this fubje£t. The work is loft ; but Ae- 

iiuSy in the fixteenth book, and feventy-fourth 

chapter of a performance entitled, a Jyftem of 

phyfic taken from the ancients, acknowledges 

that the obfervations on the Nymphomania, 

are exrrads from Soranus -, but as the whole 

is tranicribed by Janus Ccrnarius, who hatlv 

rendered into Latin the works of A'étius, Mr. 

AftruCy defirous of Ending in the original 

Greek the real name of this diiorder, ex¬ 

amined, in the library of the king of Francey 

the fixteen books of Aëtius, in manufeript, 

and difeovered that the title of the chapter 

in queftion was Peri tes metromanias. 

Nicbolaus Myrepfus, of Alexandria, mentions, 

an antidote againft the Nymphomaniay the ex¬ 

cellence of which he highly commends ; but 

he adds nothing more ; it is, however, rea- 

fonable to fuppofe that he alludes to the Fu¬ 

ror Uterinus. 

Zonaras, in the twenty-third page of the 

third volume of his annals, relates that Eufe- 

bitty the wife of the emperor ConJlantiusy fon of 

Conftantine the great, celebrated for her beauty, 

but 

/ 
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but better known by her difgrace with an 

hulband who was feeble, cold, and confe- 

quently ill-adapted to the confummation of 

thofe pleafures, of which he deprived him* 

felf, on account of his habitual infirmities* 

fell into a mortal languor, which, being fol¬ 

lowed by violent fits of the Furor Uterinus, 

put a period to her days, before the death of 

Conftantius. 

Befides the term Nymphomania, which I 

have applied to this diftemper, we meet with 

other denominations. Mojchio\ a Greek phy- 

fician, calls it Satyriafts \ fome ftile it Metre- 

mania, and fome Erotomania,(d) which lig¬ 

nifies the madnefs of love ; but thefe names 

being arbitrary, I fhall, in all references to 

the 

(d) If I miftake not, "Jacques Ferrand, a celebrated 

phyfician of the laft century, born at Agen, in the pro* 

vince of Gulenne, hath written on this fubjeft. The 

work is in odlavo, and entitled, i( Traité de la maladie 

4< d'Amour, ou de la melancholic erotique, avec les remedes 

“ qui lui font propresParis, 1623. Mon/leur de Bien¬ 

ville, may have recourfe to it, in the library of the 

king of France, T. 1116, and the Englilh reader will 

find it, (or, at lead he might have found it, in the 

year 1734) in the Middle Temple library; 2. feat, fide 

At fhelf G, number 19. W, 
1 
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the Furor Uterinus, confine myfelf to the word 

Nymphomania. 

I expedf that, by this book, the curiofity 

of young men will be more excited than that 

of the fex. 1 fiiould therefore be wanting in 

the zeal which 1 profefs for their fervice, were 

I to conclude this chapter, without reminding 

them of a powerful corrector of that favor¬ 

able idea which they may have formed of 

their fuperiority over the women, in matters 

of ftrength and excellence. This antidote 

is the Onanifme of Monfieur On this 

iubjedt, my weak pencil can never vie with 

the expreffive and lively painting of this 

illuftrious man : like him, I may defcribe 

truths, but I cannot, like him, throw them 

into the moft interefting points of view. 

How many perfons fhall we find who, after 

having perufed this important work, reflected 

on their fituation, and felt thofe juftly found¬ 

ed and falutary alarms which lead to the 

beginning ot difcretion. Such, undoubtedly, 

were fortunate. Yet how many other readers 
* 

have experienced, not that comforting appre- 

hen non arifing from the juft horror which 

they may have conceived againft their crime, 

but the accufations of a wounded confcience, 
\xr rvi f'. H V 6 hi i VU J 
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which, whilft it drives them to defpair, af¬ 

frights them with the profpeél of thole phy- 

fical evils, to which they are expofed, by 

their own guilt. The dread, not only of 

diforders continually exifting, but of thofe 

which unavoidably refult from them, will af- 

flift them with that mortal languor, which is 

the confiant, and indefatigable perfecutor of 

criminals who have dared to labor at the de- 

ilrudlion of their being. 

A gleam of hope will appear to withdraw 

them from a path leading to annihilation \ 

they may, probably, have heared of one of 

thofe men, who, friends of their fellow-crea¬ 

tures, are much more valuable than valued, 

much lefs refpefled, than refpe<5lable for that 

philofophic tendernefs with which they fearch 

into the nature of thofe fcarcely apparent, 

but evidently contagions and mortal dif- 

tempers which fpread defolation amongft the 

human fpecies : fuch pra&itioners frequently, 

and without any shifting information from 

their patients, form other difcoveries befides 

thofe which they obtain from their own ex¬ 

perience, and from a ftudy by fo much the 

more laborious, as an equivocal reprefenta- 

tion is incefiantly liable to involve in obfcu- 
4 

‘ rity 
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rity that very knowledge which they imagine 

that they have acquired ; a reprefentatioil 

which the afflided are induced to make* by 

an infur mountable, and ill-placed fenfe of 

fhame, whilft they idly flatter themfelves that 

they may preferve their life, and honor, with 

the afiiftance of a general ufe of medicines. 

Let us filppofe, then, that thefe unhappy 

fuflerers fhould refolve to apply to fome fuch 

celebrated man, with all that confidence, 

which an excefs of mifery can infpire. What 

muft be the refult ? the alarming pi&ure, 

which an honeft phyfician, incapable of dif- 

gracing himfelf by holding out falfe and flat¬ 

tering prognoftics, is obliged to reprefent of 

the diforders which affiedl their animal ceco- 

nomy ; a picture which is, in this moment, 

the ftrongeft check that can be oppofed 

againft the violence of their pafilon,' and 

brutality; a pidture, the linking refemblance 

in which is confirmed to them by that excru« 

dating, and frequently incurable confump- 

tion which every hour preys on thefe mifera- 

ble victims. This pidture, (I fay) which is 

yet often darkened by (hades which conceal 

from their eyes an infinite number of much 

more (hocking confequences, throws them 

into 
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into a defpondency which deprives them of 

the courage requifite to fupport them under a 

long, difgufting and fevere courfe, yet alone ca° 

pable of adminiftering remedies in their dread¬ 

ful fituation. Others, more refolute, enter 

on this career, but are foon feized with in- 

conftancy* abandoning every efficacious re* 

medy, they avail themfelves of the little 

ftrength which they may have recovered, in 

order to purfue their firft horrible practices, 

in which they perifh. Some, (which indeed 

is uncommon) fubmit with equal confidence 

and perfeverance to the methods of relief# 

A radical cure is, at length, the reward of 

their docility. Others, in fpite of an excel¬ 

lent regimen, in fpite of the abilities of their 

phyfician, no longer find the lead falubrity 

in medicines, but feel themfelves condemn¬ 

ed, during the fhort remains of life, to pine 

through every hour, too happy if the mo¬ 

ments of thefe hours fhould not be rendered 

beyond meafure afflicting, by thofe fits of 

agonizing pain, which are followed by def- 

pair and at length terminate in death. 

All thefe threatenings with which it is our 

duty to purfue the libertines of both fexes, 

would not be fufficient to infpire them with 

even 
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even the weakeft inclinations to return to the 

pra&ice of moral, or chriftian vertue, if much 

ftrong reafoning drawn from nature, if a mul¬ 

titude of known experiments, all forcibly con¬ 

firming this reafoning, did not imprint on 

their minds, an evidence by which they are 

convinced, only becaufe it ftrikes them with 
' terror. 

In vain might the multitude of Chriftian 

philofophers inceftantly cry aloud to them 

that incontinence, and more particularly that 

incontinence treated of in this work, is ab- 

folutely an abominable crime, did not an ex¬ 

perienced phyfician come to their afliftance, 

and convince them, in what manner this 

crime conduis them to the grave, by ways 

equally rapid and tormenting. 

What numbers of young perfons have I 

obferved plunged in thefe enormities, who* 

for a long time, have felt the moft fevere 

pain, without once fufpedting thofe horrible 

caufes which produced it ! how little did they 

imagine that paftimes, in the courfe of which 

they enjoyed fuch voluptuous fenfations, could 

prove the feeds of anguifti and difeafe. Let 

them, now, open their eyes -, let them fee 

themfelves in this mirror, which I prefent to 

them ; 
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them : let them learn, let them admire the 

conftrudtion of their being; : let them be 
'-j 

taught to cherifh, and refpedt the order of 

their exiftence ; let them avoid every irregu¬ 

larity which can difturb its important har. 

mony -, and may my obfervations infpire them 

with inexhauftible horror, and averfion from 

thofe abominations which impare, difhonor, 

and, at length deftroy them. Let fuch as 

are not fufficiently influenced by a fenfe of 

religion, to fear the commiflion of an out¬ 

rage againfl: the Author and Supreme Mafter 
/ 

of their lives, be, at leaft, reftrained, by 

the Ihocking profpe<5t of thofe numberlefs 

miferies, in which they muft, unavoidably, 

be overwhelmed : thefe are punilhments which 

they infliét upon themfelves, at once adting 

the defperate part of the executed, and the 

executioner. 

D CHA P. 
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C H A P. III. 

The caufes-, and accidents of the Nymphomania^ 
' • ~ S % I 

Hofoever accurately examines the na¬ 

ture of this morbific paffion, will difcover in 

it two accidents, each of which forms a dif¬ 

ferent malady. 

It begins by a melancholy delirium, the 
\ 

caufe of which is in the vice of the matrix ; 

.it, then, turns to a maniacal delirium, the 

principle of which is in the diforder of the 

brain. When thefe two accidents meet, they 

form a Nymphomania: if, on the contrary, 

there fhould exift but one, either the perfon 

afflicted will feel, fimply, the violent defires 

of coition, yet without being under a delirium, 

or llie will fall into a profound melancholy. 
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or into a fupportable mania, without being 

tonfumed by ineffeétual defires * all which 

ïhàil be explained in due order. 

I fhall fird mention an immoderate cupidity, 

âs (imply venereal. Secondly, an immode¬ 

rate cupidity, attended with a melancholy 

delirium. Thirdly, an immoderate cupidity, 

degenerated into a confirmed madnefs. 

An immoderate venereal cupidity in women 

is ufually occafioned by the violent (hock of 

thofe organs which are their feat of pleafure ; 

in like manner as the violence of hunger, or 

of third depends on the vigorous impreflion 

received by the coats of the domach, or 

throat. 

In women, there are more organs than one, 

for the purpofe of exciting venereal pleafures. 

Firft, the iClitoris which, according to an uni- 

verfal opinion, is the mod exquifite feat of 

pleafure. It is therefore didinguifhed by the 

name of the throne of love. Secondly, all 

the breadth, and depth of the vagina, but 

efpecially, at that part which, becoming drait- 

er, joins itfelf to the vulva, and which, at 

the end, is extremely narrow. Thirdly, the 

internal face of the matrix, which is itfelf 

not only extremely fenfible of pleafure, but 

D 2 alfa 
.« t * 
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alfo follicits the other organs to the enjoy* 

ment of it, as the impreftions which the ven¬ 

tricle receives from third, and hunger, occa- 

fion all the organs which depend on it, to 

defire the fenfatipn of drinking, and eating. 

As to the reft, what I have remarked con¬ 

cerning the exquiftte fenfibility of the matrix, 

explains itfelf by what we obferve in animals, 

the females of which ceafe to defire from the 

moment that they are with young. But we 

may perceive, to the difgrace of humanity, 

that when, the fenfibility of the matrix is 

blunted by a fruitful copulation, the woman 

is by no means the lels eager after coition, in 

like manner as when the ftomach is reple- 

nifhed with meats, and the moft delicious 

liquors, the infatiable cupidity of the palate, 

and the throat for thefe fame meats, and li¬ 

quors, is not deftroyed, but they are fwal- 

lowed until at length they are difgorged with 

the moft naufeated abhorrence. In this ref- 

pe6t, are we a thoufand times more beaftly 

than the very beads, who adminifter to our 

excefftve abufes. 

In the number of the organs of pleafure 

may be reckoned all the veftels which, in 

women, are fet apart for the fecretion of the 
» * 

femen, 
i 
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femen, as each contributes to the increafe of 

the voluptuous fenfations. Such are, firft, 

the proftate gland which furrounds the matrix, 

and moiftens it copioully with an humor which 

iffues from two lacunœ, or little orifices in the 

fuperior part of the vulva, on the two fides 

of the urethra, underneath the clitoris. Se¬ 

condly, the Cowperian glands which are fitu- 

ated in the perinæum, between the vulva, and 

the anus, and which by a double conduit 

meet at the infertion of the vagina, near the 

roots of the carunculæ myrtiformes. Thirdly, 

a great number of little glands either fepa- 

rated, or conne&ed, which are diflributed 

about all the vagina, frorq whence it is cer¬ 

tain that an humor flows, fomewhat gluti¬ 

nous, and not unlike the femen. Fourthly, 

different lacunæ which are fpread over the in¬ 

ternal face of the vaginay and which, without 

any orifice, do neverthelefs emit, or rather 

filtrate a limpid humor, yet in a frnall quan¬ 

tity. 

Jf thefe fa£ls (and they cannot reafon- 

ably be called in queftionj Ihould be once 

admitted, we may abfolutely conclude that 

the organs of women receive much more 

lively impreffions, and are, of courfe, more 

D 3 liable 

1 
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liable to inflammations than the organs of 

men : this may be proved from three circum- 

ftances ; firft, becaufe the fhocks and mo¬ 

tions which excite thefe lively and powerful 

impreflions within the organs, of which we 

have treated, impreflions which ftir up 

fenfations, and defires, are much more vio¬ 

lent in women, than in men. Secondly, be¬ 

caufe in thefe organs is found a difpofition 

fometimes particular, which adds a greater 

concuflion, and more vehemence to the fhocks 

which excite thefe deflres. Thirdly, when 

by a fimultaneous concurrence of one, and 

the other caufe, the impreflions ftrike with 

more violence on the organs, and when thefe 

fame organs receive fuch impreflions with 
* ,. 

more vivacity, from whence it fee ms to fol¬ 

low, that the fenfations and defires ought to 

be doubly increafed. Thefe fhocks which in¬ 

flame, in the fex, the dçfire of plealure, may 

be referred to three principal caufes. 

Firft, to an agreeable friction of the or¬ 

gans which is pleafing to the woman, and 

the fenfation of which occafions as far as a 

certain point, titellations of different kinds, 

and of different degrees. 

/ 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, to foft and delightful tinglings, 

by which fhe is fvveetly difturbed. 

Thirdly, to voluptuous thrillings, by which 

fhe is at once agitated, and animated. 

It is impoffible to determine what kind is 

neceffary, and to what degree, thefe motions 

ought to be carried, in order to excite defires. 

The only decided fad is, that they differ from 

all the motions of the other appetitive organs. 

With regard to the fir ft caufe, as it is en¬ 

tirely exterior, we cannot affirm that it gives 

birth to the Furor Uter inns. We muft, there¬ 

fore, feek for the principle of this difeafe, in 

the other two caufes. In fad, as thefe ting- 

lings, and thefe voluptuous thrillings are oc- 

cafioned by the feminal humors which fprinkle 

the vulva, the vagina, and the matrix, it may 

with certainty be affirmed, that the imprefii- 

ons wrought by thefe overflowings, and thefe 

fprinklings, as well of the glands, as of the 

lacunœ, are the neareft caufes of this diforder, 

whether in its principles, or whether in its 

accidents: for thefe imprefllons may be more 

lively, and, of courfe, fpur on the provoca¬ 

tions to pleafure with more vivacity * and this 

for three reafons : firft, if the femen, and what- 

foevçr may be called feminal humor fhould 

D 4 abound 
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abound in quantity.- Secondly, if they fhould 

become vitiated, through too much acrimony. 

Thirdly, if they fhould offend at once in 

abundance, and in acrimony. 

Firft, they will become vitiated through 

too great a quantity, and firft, if the blood 

which diftributes them through the organs 

fhould, of itfelf, be too abundant, which 

generally happens when the woman is accul- 

tomed to pleafure, and high living, but par¬ 

ticularly to rich fauces, and fpiced meats j 

for we may take it for granted, that a thou- 

fand little indulgences which fhe allows her- 

felf, added to a table luxurioufly fet out, and 

at which a delicate appetite may be gratified 

in every tafte, muff excite the moft voluptu¬ 

ous defires. 

This abundance of blood, or plethora, is 

peculiar to women who lead an eafy fedentary 

life, and amongft whom, the perfpiration, 

incapable of eftablifhing itfelf, of courfe, 

- leaves them much more blood than is need¬ 

ful to the animal ceconomy. 

Secondly, if from their conformation, the 

organs defigned by nature for the fecretion of 

the femen, fhould be more ample, and open, 

a more abundant fecretion of the feminal hu- 

i 

mor 
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mor mud neceffarily follow. Thirdly, if 

from the frequent ufe of men, or through 

any other means, they fhould indulge in the 

repeated enjoyments of pleafure, the fame 

confequences muft arife. It is thus that the 

milk increafes, and multiplies itfelf in the 

breads, as the nipple is fucked. In like man¬ 

ner, the more a perfon fpits, the more the 

falival glands occafion a copious fecretion of 

the ptyaliftic matter. 

Secondly, the femen offends by an unna¬ 

tural acrimony in women of a bilious, and 

atrabilious temperament, and where the fharp 

and burning blood furnifhes a femen of the 

fame chara&er. Under thefe circumftances 

are they who live on falted, high-feafoned, 

and fmoke-dried meats, who drink rich wines, 

and ftrong liquors, and who fill themfelves 

with compound chocolate, and coffee made 

as powerful as poffible. All thefe articles, 

in a very fingular manner, irritate the blood.(e) 

Under 

(e) The Spanifh chocolate is more compound than 

any other. Not only mufk, ainbergrife, and various 

drugs are mixed with it, but fuch quantities of cloves, 

and cinnamon are thrown in, as render it doubly in¬ 

flammatory. The Paris chocolate is fomewhat lefs per¬ 

nicious. The makers generally ufe the Caracca, which 

is 
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Under fuch circumftances, alfo, are they who 

pafs their lives in continual watchings, and 

experience the tumultuous workings of an 

imagination which is inceflantly kept alive 

by a thoufand agreeable, or difagreeable chi¬ 

meras.. 
Thirdly, 

> * 

is the belt nut, together with a little cinnamon, the 

frelheft vanilla, and the fined: fugar. The E?iglijh cho¬ 

colate, to which only the two laft articles are, fome<* 

times, added, is the molt plain and innocent: it mull 

not, however, be imagined, that it hath no noxious qua-* 

lities. Let me perfuade the fair one of voluptuous paf* 

fions, that not only chocolate mixed with vanilla, (which 

is an un&uous, irritating,, aromatic fruit,) but even thç 

chocolate made of the Ample cacao, will rather kindle, 

than extinguifh the flame. I have pointed out to her 

the different forts, that, if too irrefolute to avoid them 

all, flie may of three evils chufe the leaft. The decoc¬ 

tions of coffee are by fome phyficians, reckoned gene¬ 

rally harmlefs, whilft the extraordinary vertues, and,, 

the ill effe&s afcrib.ed to this berry, are equally ridi¬ 

culed. An abfurd account of its bad qualities may be 

feen in the travels of Oleariusy and it was from this, 

contemptible fource alone that Simon Paulli, (the firft 

who wrote againft the ufe of it) drew all his prejudices. 

The narrow compafs of a note will not permit me to 

expatiate on the properties of coffee. I fliall, therefore., 

only obferve that much of it, drunk by a perfon quite 

nnaccuflomed to ftrong liquors, will caufe intoxication. 

A learned friend affured me that the late worthy Doflar 

Hunter, who rcflded in the north of England\ and who 

• - was. 

^ * 
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Thirdly, thefe two vices, namely the abun¬ 

dance, and the acrimony of the blood, con¬ 

cur together, whenfoever the caufes which 

produce them, are found united in the fame 

fubjeft : and it is very certain that if they 

fhould not be there found all at a time, they 

may ordinarily be obferved united in a greater 

number, as their affinity to each other is very 

ftrong. - 

The particular difpofition of the organs, 

in order to feel, and anfwer in a more lively 

manner to the ffiocks which they experience, 

çonfifts in three circumftances. Firft, in the 

tenuity, and delicacy of the nervous fibres, 

_ 

was, in all other refpe&s, an exceedingly abftemious 

man, ufually retired, after having emptied, during the 

evening, about a dozen common cup-fulls of coffee, 

fomewhat inebriated to bed. To remove 'all doubts 

(although I fcarcely had any) of the poffibility of the 

fa£t, I tried, (being from long habit, a confirmed wa¬ 

ter drinker,) the experiment on myfelf: as, after hav¬ 

ing finilhed the ninth difh ; I was not, in fpite of a very 

ftrong conflitution, perfectly fober, I thought it would 

be equally unneceffary and difagreeable to feek from 

drinking any farther evidence in favor of the anecdote 

with which my friend had furnifhed me. If the unbe_ 

Jieving reader can boaft that he is as temperate as Doflor 

Hunter was, he may, probably, find at the bottom cf a 

twelfth cup of coffee, an infallible cure for his infide¬ 

lity. W. ' 
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by which it happens that, although in all 

other refpedls an equality be maintained, they 

are moved with more facility, quicknefs, and 

force. Secondly, in the greater tenfion of 

thefe fibres, which, the fame parity being ot> 

ferved, produces effedls fimilar to thofe which 

I have juft defcribed. Thirdly, in the fimub 

taneous concurrence whether of the delicacy, 

or of the extraordinary tenfion of thefe little 

fibres, the refult of which-is, that thefe ofcil- 

lations, conftantly obferving in all other ref- 

pedts the fame quality, are more adtive, more 

ready, and more powerful ; and this for two 

reafons. 

Firft, the nervous fibres in women are more 

delicate, on account of their natural confor¬ 

mation. It is thus, that we perceive fome 

animals endued with more exquifite fenfations 

than others ; it is thus, that in the fame fub- 

jedt may be obferved fome parts pofiefied of 

a more lively fenfibility than the reft. Such 

was the will of the Great Author of Nature. 

This delicacy of the fibres may alfo arife from 

the preceding and reiterated fhocks which, 

they may have experienced, either in a natu¬ 

ral commerce with men, or from an artificial 

irritation of the feminine parts, the ufe of 
V 

which 

x 
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v/hich Angularly increafes the flexibility, and 

fenfation of the nervous fibres*, in like manner 

as an infiniment becomes more attuned, and 

lends forth more infpiring and agreeable 

founds, after having: been for a Ions* time 

played on. 

Secondly, thefe fibres are fometimes under 

a flronger tenfion, and, of courfe, their vi¬ 

brations are more lively *, this is alfo in the or¬ 

der of the natural conformation. It is by this 

conformation that the different faculties of 

fenfation are produced in the organs : it is, 

for this reafon, that one perfon hath a more 

piercing fight, another a quicker ear, another 

a flronger power of fmelling, &c. 

This tenfion may alfo fometimes be occa- 

fioned by the great drynefs which affeds the 

parts, whether proceeding from a natural de- 

fed, or caufed by fome diflemper; as for ex¬ 

ample, an inflammation, and phlogojts, which 

powerfully çontrad the nervous fibres, and 

occafion in the natural parts frequent ting- 

lings, and fhootings, which render the femen 

extremely acrimonious. 

Thirdly, thefe nervous fibres are more de¬ 

licate, and more tenfe, when all the caufes 

of which we have treated, or at leafl the 

greater 
o 
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greater number of them meet in the fame 

fubjedt; and this ought generally to be the 

cafe, on account of their clofe connedtiom 

Whenfoever thefe caufes concur together, the 

confequence will be, for two reafons which 

we have fufficiently explained* that by the 

violent tenfion, and delicacy of the fibres* 

the venereal defires muft be rendered more 

lively* and more frequent. 

In fhort, if it fhould happen that the two 

caufes which we have mentioned, one of which 

depends on the acrimony, and abundance of 

the blood, and the other on the tenfion, and 
i 

delicacy of the fibres, were to unite in the 

fame fubjedt, which is almoft conftantly the 

cafe on account of their clofe affinity* the re- 

fulc would be that, on the one hand, the 

fibres of the parts, or of the organs muft be 

more powerfully and fenfibly affedted by the 

abundance and acrimony of the femen\ and, 

on the other hand, that the motions and 

ihocks would be more forcibly received $ 

becaufe the fibres increafing in tenuity, and 

in tenfion, their vibration becomes much 

more fenfible, from whence it is eafy to con¬ 

clude, that the fenfation and defires of plea- 

fure muft be doubly augmented. But, fhould 

thefe 
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thefe united fhocks difturb the fibres of the 
« 

brain, a more, or lefs raging delirium muft 

enfue, according to the increafed, or mitigated 

violence of the concufiion, or in proportion 

to its being more, or lefs habitual. The fa^ 

tal gradations of it {hall be examined in the 

fequd of this work. 

y 

/ . w . - ’ « M \ . • ■ O > ' * 
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CHAP. IV. 

N • , ) ' ' * ’ 

degrees and fymptoms of the Furor 

Uterinus. 

ROM what hath been already advanced, 

it may reafonably be concluded that there is 

no malady, of which the gradations are more 

rapid, and violent, or the fymptoms of which 

remain a longer time concealed, at lead dur¬ 

ing its firfl ftages, and even when it hath at¬ 

tained to a certain degree of malignity. Then 

it is that the piercing and enquiring eye of 

fome experienced practitioner, whofe obferva- 

tion nothing can efcape, mud be fixed on 

every mark of this didemper: it is only fuch 

a man who, notwithdanding the little ap¬ 

pearance of danger in the wound, knows, 

whild 
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whilft he at once conceives the necefilty of 

fuch a proceeding, how to prove, with equal 

refoiution, and ability, the fiftulous ftnufes, 

as well as to penetrate the purulent cavities 

which might not even have been thought of, 

bv another, 
0 

Although the Furor Uterinus be a morbific 

pafiion which is tolerably confiant as to its 

fiymptoms in the different fubjefts where it 

occurs, it neverthelefs undergoes variations, 

which, if not effential, are at lead accidental, 

and the knowledge of which is of fome con- 

fequence, in order that this malady may be 

exadlly traced through its feveral degrees, I 

fhall therefore treat of it, fir if, in its begin- 

ning, fécondly, in its confirmed ftage, and 

thirdly, in its defperate ft age. 

In the firft ftare, reafon ftill remains in the 

full pofTefiion of all her privileges ; virtue is 

ftill capable of fixing a thouiand ftings within 

the confcience of the guilty *, the lafcivicuf- 

nefs glowing in the imagination nnift as yet 

ftruggle againft thofe impreftions of modefty 

and honor which excite a refoiution to rife in 

oppofition to its malignity; at leaft, if the 

paffton be iubmitted to, the utmoft care is 

taken to conceal it under the impenetrable 

E veil 

• s * I • k * 
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veil of myftery. In this fituation, the good 

principles which the moment of brutality 

had in vain endeavored to fupprefs, will be 

awakened by continual remorie, and the re* 

penting fufferer will recoiled; herfelf, and re- 

afiume her former tranquility. Whatever 

obftacles (he may have to contend againft, 

fhould (he retain the power of adhering to 

this reafoning : it is neither'permitted nor ho- 

nor able that I Jlsould yield to fo foameful a paf- 

fion, and fhould fhe keep in view this vertu- 

ous maxim, (he may, for a long time, and 

perhaps always, refift the violence of her de¬ 

fires. She will be able to extricate herfelf 

with more eafe from the fir ft confequences 

of this dreadful malady, fhould her fibres 

have received Ids violent (hocks ; and this 

will be the cafe, firft, fnould fhe be fo orga¬ 

nized as to be endued with a weaker degree 

of fenfibility -, fecondly, (hould fhe be fo hap- , 

py as to fall into a refrefning (lcep which 

might reftore thefe fibres to the calm which 

they enjoyed previous to their tenfion ; third¬ 

ly, if neither her nourifhment, nor her man¬ 

ner of. living (hould be at all irritating-, 

fourthly, fhould the feeds of a good educa¬ 

tion be kept alive by vertuous examples -, 

fifthly, 
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fifthly, fhould fhe be-able to flee from all ob¬ 

jects capable of exciting thefe vibrations ; 

fixthly, fhould {he in time make ufe of ano¬ 

dynes, and cooling medicines. 

But, if after having long ftruggled againfc 

the violence of her paflion, fhe fliould em¬ 

ploy the powers of her mind, in purfuit of 

reafons which might invalidate the truth, apd 

propriety of the maxim which we havejuft 

eftablifhed ; fliould file be of a temperament 

naturally inflammable*, fliould fhe fearch 

without precaution for objects which mud re¬ 

duce her to this diftemper *, fhould fhe aban¬ 

don herfelf to an indolent, fenfual, and vo¬ 

luptuous life ; fliould flie conceive an averfion 

from thofe fortunate examples which might 

recall her to a love of vertue ; fliould flie, 

inftead of having recourfe to fuch afiuaging 

drinks as might foften the acrimony of the 

humours, fly to wine, and fpirituous liquors; 

and fliould flie be deprived of fleep, foon the 

reiterated fliocks of the fibres cf the organs 

muff occafion in the fibres of the brain, a 

tenfion, or rather a prdlure which would 

prove the caufe of madnefs. In this fituati- 

on, the malady mull be efteemed confirmed; 

for the affli&ed perfon no longer views any 

E 2 objects 
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objcdis with the fame eyes. Her mind, and 

her heart take quite a different turn -, fine en¬ 

joys without difqüiet, and without remorfe, 

every thing whatfoever, which before, whether 

prefen t, or even thought of, produced a 

thoufand horrors in her foul j fhe can then 

afk herfelf, what can be fo delightful as to give 

a loofe to amorous defires? the melancholy de¬ 

lirium may now be faid to have feized her, 

and we fhall perceive her palling with pleafure 

from the firft to the fécond ftage, and rap- 

turoufly approaching the arms of death, 

thrown open to receive her, in the third Rage, 

to which (he advances with hafty ffrides. 

Neverthelefs, in this fécond ftage, the little . 

natural corrfonance of the fibres is not always 

certain. It may vary from feveral natural, 
\ * 

and artificial caufes. 

Firft, this violent cupidity may of itfelf be 

checked by a number of accidents, which it 

might be too tedious to particularize in this 

place. 

Secondly, the repofe of deep procured by 

emulfions, and narcotics, and fometimes 

arifing even from the neceffity of nature, 

may moderate the precipitate motions of the 

fibres. 

t 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, anodynes alone, properly admi- 

niFered, may relax them. 

Fourthly, the great heat of the blood may 

be tempered by venefeCtions, and refri- 

geratives. 

Fifthly, advice, reproaches, and, when 

gentle means prove unfuccefsful, corrections 

may fometimes bring back the unhappy cri¬ 

minal to her duty. 

From all this, we may obferve that the 

fécond Fage is Fill fulceptiblé of variations, 

of relief, and of a cure -, the fuccefs of the 

different applications will foon appear from 

the carriage, the converfation, and the whole 

condudt of the patient. 

It is, however, difficult to defcribe with 

what facility, and precipitation, the progreffion 

is made from the fécond, to the third ftage, 

in which the diforder mult be confidered as 

defperate. In this Fate, its duration hath 

wrought in the fibres an entire alteration of 

the tones. The ideas are aCted upon by ab- 

folutely different repreientations, which oc- 

cafion the heart, and mind of the perlbn 

affliCled, to adhere to a fécond propofuion, 

contradictory to the firft j fo that inftead of 

feeling, at leaF by fflort intervals, fome ap- 

E 3 prehenfions 

\ 
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prehenlions at the fight of danger, ffie finks 

into a ftate of perfect reconciliation with the 
• < 

powers of her body, and foul, and refolves 

to maintain that nothing is fo honorable, fo 

natural, and fo allowable as to yield herfelf 

up to all the plealures of the fenfes. 

In this {hocking ftate, it is highly requifite 

to remark the different portions of the fibres, 

as confonant to, or diffbnant from the firft 

propofition. Thefe fibres, as I have already 

obferved, change their tone, with a quantity, 

of others which violently excite venereal de¬ 

fires ; fo that the fibres which were before at 

diftonance, do perfefUy accord, whilft there 

is an abfoiute difcord amongft thofe which 
Ks —: 

were in uniion. It is from this general over¬ 

throw of all their relations to each other, that 

a delirium ariles to deftroy the order of ideas, 

and impels the perfon afffidled to affirm what 

ilie hath denied, and to deny what fhe hath 

affirmed. This delirium varying, and in- 

creafing to an infinite degree, loon unites 

with a fpecies of fury -, fo that the unhappy 

fair one, wandering from the path of found 

reafon, and continually excited by the ve¬ 

hement emotions of her mind, flies, with the 

moft enraged frenzy, againft all who venture 

to 
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to oppofe the gratification of her defires ; and 

this is precifely the real maniacal delirium. 

Where fhall that rafh woman be found, 

who, after having read thefe alarming truths, 

which the interefts of humanity compel me 

to unfold, will not fhudder, when fhe con- 

fiders the abominable fituation into which Hie 

may be driven, at her fir ft entrance into the 

paths of luft ? 

It is to be obferved that the maniacal de- 
N 

lirium, how confiderable foever it may be, is 

not univerfally alike ; it is frequently excited 

only by fome particular objedls which inflame 

the ardor of pleafure. For this reafon, the 

firfl: attacks of this dilorder fhould not always 

be confideredas fymptoms peculiar to a mania, 

fince they alio belong to thofe accidents re fuit- 

ing from a melancholy delirium -, we fhall, 

therefore, call this firft ftate, the Deuteropathic 

Mania, and the fécond date, in which the fits 

are more violent, and more general, the Pro- 

iopathic Mania. It would be needlefs to ex¬ 

patiate on this fubjeft, and, particularly, as 

it would, unavoidably, lead us into a tedious 

digreflion concerning the parts of the head, 

an anatomical knowledge of which is of no 

great confequence in the application of pre- 

E 4 » fcriptions 

0 
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fcriptions for the cure of the Furor Uterinus, 

which is the principal object of our attention. 

It will be fufficient to know that the continui¬ 

ty, and fhocks of the fibres in the organical 

parts, infallibly produce a tenfion, and a 

p re fib re in the fibres of the head, which caufe 

a delirium \ that this delirium in fome is uni- 

verfal, and in others, is excited only by par¬ 

ticular circumftances ♦, fo that in whatfoever 

light we confider it, we can fcarcely entertain 

the leafl hope that it will admit of a cure. 

We fhall diftinguilh this furor by its dif¬ 

ferent caufes. 

Firfb, the caufe which proceeds from too 

great an abundance of the femen, or from a 

confiderable acrimony, or rather from too 

great an abundance, and an acrimony of the 

femen united. 

Secondly, the caufe which arifes from a 

vice in the nervous fibres of the organical 

parts, which receive more lively imprefiions, 

either on account of their delicacy, or of 

their tenfion, or on account of their delicacy* 
t 

and their tenfion united, which is the reafon 

why they enjoy a much more exquifite fen- 

. Ability, 

Thirdly* 
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Thirdly, the caufe which is produced by 

a vice in the femen, and by a vice in the or- 

ganical parts; for, in this cafe, the malady is, 

by the re-union of Ample caufes, doubly ex¬ 

tended. 
% 

We Avail alio divide it into its fymptomatic 

relations : and, drd, into a Furor Uterinus 

without a delirium, and fuch as we have de- 

fcribed it, in the firft period of this malady ; 

fecondly, into the Furor Uterinus, with the 

melancholy delirium, as hath been fufficiently 

explained in this, and the preceding chapters ; 

thirdly, into a maniacal Furor. 

From this divifion, and all which we have 

hitherto oblerved, it is eafy to conceive thaj* 

the fymptoms mud differ according to the 

feveral degrees of the didemper; yet it can¬ 

not be doubted that there are general fymp¬ 

toms which equally belong to all the afflict¬ 

ed, and to the different degrees of the dis¬ 

temper. I fliall, therefore, divide them into 

common fymptoms, and into proper fymp¬ 

toms. The common fymptoms are an itch¬ 

ing, and a kind of (hooting felt in the part 

of the vagina, and of the matrix, which are 

continually irritated by the acrimony of the 

femen, which throws them into an erethifmus, 

front 
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from whence proceeds that violent contraction 

which dries up all the veffels defigned to 

moiften the parts ; from hence alfo proceeds 

the flownefs in the return of the blood, which 

brings on a phlogofis, which hath frequently \ 

been obferved in the dead bodies cf metro- 

maniacs. This phlogofis is not always a fimple 

fymptom of this diftemper it may alfo very 

often be the caulè of it. 

Secondly, a violent burning, and aridity 

in the parts ; the confequence of which is, 

that the partitions, or tunics of the matrix 

being dried up, the organs are inceffantly 

open to receive the impreffions of the air. 

This alfo hath frequently been obferved at the 

diffeCtion of the bodies. 

Thirdly, the clitoris is ufually fwelled, and 

larger than in difcreet women. 

Fourthly, one of the ovaria, or even both 

are puffed up with a vifcous, purulent, and 

thick humor, and filled with little ova, the 

form of which exceeds the natural form. 

The trunks are alfo infeCled with this matter, 

as appeared from remarks made on opening 

the difeafed. 

Fifthly, a virulent flux generally accom¬ 

panies thefe other fymptoms, whether it be 

that 
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that the interior part of the vagina having 

been frequently irritated by felf-pollution, 

didils a thick, and vifcous fanies, or whether 

this Janies proceeds from fome fiflulous ulcer 

of the vagina, or of the matrix, 

Exclufive of thefe common fymptoms, 

there are proper fymptoms, in the different 

ftages of the diforder. Thus, in the fird 

liage, the afdidted fall a prey to flames which, 

fuperior to any rebdance, inceffantly burn 

within them. Thefe flames, the turpitude of 

which they feel, purfue them every where. 

They become troubled, folitary, fad, penfive, 

filent, and fludioufly avoid the fociety of their 

companions. Nothing fo powerfully affedls 
« 

them as the obfcene thoughts with which their 

minds are pre-engaged -, for thefe, they lofe 

hunger, third, and fleep, and fcarcely pay 

the flighted attention to their natural wants, 

led they diould, for a moment, be withdrawn 

from objedts which difquiet them. They fall 

into fuch lively, and deep meditations, that 

the falacious, and lewd ideas by which the 

fibres of the brain are continually fatigued, 

occadon ofcillations, and a tendon which ab¬ 

solutely rob them of the ufe of deep. 

They 
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They enjoy fome fortunate intervals, dur¬ 

ing which the flagrancy of their defires (trikes 

them with horror. They, fometirnes, en¬ 

deavor to turn back into thepathof chaftityj 

but they more frequently employ themfelves 

in attempting to difcover means which may 

preclude every perfon from a knowledge of 

their fituation. They even hope to conceal 

it from thofe who are the caufe of it. But 

how vain is refolution, and how ineffectual 
V * / > 

are efforts, when weaknefs is the fource of 

them. 

The perufal of a novel, a voluptuous pic¬ 

ture, a lafeivious fong, the convention, and 

the'carrelles of fome feducing man, foon ex¬ 

cite thofe emotions, of which but the mo¬ 

ment before, fiae deemed herfelf the miftrefs, 

and imagined that fhe could, perpetually, 

have fupprefied them. 

It mufi, however be granted, that this firft 

Itage admits of intervals fuificiently long to 

afford time for the cure of the difeafed. Yet, 

let not even the real tranquility, which they 

appear to enjoy, be too firmly relied on. 

It is but an half-extinguifhed fire, which will 

blaze out, on the firfi: opportunity, with a 

fury too violent to be fubdued. On the con¬ 

trary. 

\ 
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trary, let us profit by thofe precious moments, 

for which we are, fometimes, indebted to a 

critical, and plentiful evacuation ; fometimes 

to bleedings, and thofe prophylactic medi¬ 

cines which a phyfician may have thought 

proper to prelcribe -, at other times, to a re¬ 

gimen which particular feafons and places 

introduce; and at other times, to a fall, which 

indifpenfably requires remedies, red, and as 

exaCt a diet as if the bufinefs were to accom- 

plifh the cure of the mod malignant interior 

malady. Let us, therefore, avail ourfelves 

of thele favorable moments, and redore a 

calm to this little world, in which dorms 

and tempeds have occafioned fuch horrible 

diforders. Let us remove the fair fuderer 

from every objed; capable of rekindling the 

dames. Confine her, during a long time, to 

a mold, temperate, and cooling regimen. In¬ 

dulge her with amufements fuitable to all her 

innocent inclinations, and vary her engage¬ 

ments, in fuch a manner that none may feem 

tedious to her. Contrive that every little 

labor may as much exact from her the in¬ 

vention of the mind, as the dexterity of the 

hands. For, how many employments may 

die from cuftom go through, which leave 

the 
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the mind, and heart at full leifure to attend 

to thofe which are the mod pernicious ! 

In the fécond dage, the fibres of the brain 

are fo fatigued by conteds with the imagina¬ 

tion, that they begin to change their tone. 

Then, the images, which could not appear, 

but with the mod revolting turpitude, find 

an eafier, and lefs didurbed accefs. A de¬ 

lirium and fadnefs feize on the miierable dif¬ 

férer \ fhe thinks it equally difficult and dii- 

trefsful to remain always in arms againd the 

pleafures of the fentes ; die harbours doubts 

concerning the truth of that maxim, to which 

we have already alluded, and ranfacks her 

mind and heart for reafons wherewith to con¬ 

demn the leverity of it, and to judify the 

contradictory propofition, as fuggeding no¬ 

thing unbecoming. At one moment, die 

condemns herfelf, and fhudders at her fuu- 

ation ; at another moment, fhe weighs the 

advantages of an entirely voluptuous life, 

againd thofe of a difcreet and decent con¬ 

duct. She finks into a deep ^melancholy, 

her powers fail, her vertue perifhes, 3, luxu¬ 

rious inclination, and all the lafcivious images 

which accompany it, dide remorfe, and 

feize upon her whole mind. To compleat the 

diameful 
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îhameful victory, impudence aflumes the place 

of modefly. 

Infiead of contending againR defires, (he 

Peeks only to multiply, and to glut them. 

It is not in the power of the fenfes to admh- 

nifter enough to fatiate her (hocking cupidity. 

All who can add fuel to this burning paflion, 

become her tutelary gods, to whom, (he, now, 

without a blufli, prefcnts her incenfe. 

During this deplorable Rate, the meaneft 

man is, in her eye, an interefiing perfonage. 

She draws him to her by a thoufand means too 

tedious to delcribe ; (he carefies, flie folicits, 

fhe befeeches him -, and when her flatteries 

have not fucceeded, (he, . without fcruple, 

employs threats to force him to fatisfy her 

brutality. It is then, that the fibres of the 

brain are fo totally unflrung, that their dif- 

fonance is turned into perfect accord, and 

that the unhappy victim no longer feels a dif¬ 

ficulty in perfuading herfelf that (he is at 

length permitted to obey her pafiions, and 

that (he may utter, and commit every ex¬ 

travagance, to which fo fhameful an error can 

reduce her. 

In the third Rage, this melancholy turns 

to a mania, ox furor. Then, the mind is ab- 

folutely 
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folutely diltraéled, particularly when venery 

is the fubjedl ; flae continually pra&ifes the 

moil difgufting obfcenities : with the hopes 

of enjoying them, die perpetually folicits, 

prefies, and pur lues every man die meets,- 

whether known or unknown. If refilled, 

Hie feizes them, and, in a frenzy, beats, and 

wounds them. There are other iymptoms 

ufually attendant on every venereal mania, 

and thefe are an inf omnia ^ or wakefulnefs ; 

a want of appetite, and third:, in fpite of 

the great necedity there is for eating, and 

drinking; a burning heat throughout all the 

body, yet no fever; an infenfibility to the 

mod: piercing cold ; coilivenefs ; the urine 

thick, of a purple colour, and in fmall 

quantities. 

Then it is that thofe terrible accidents, 

which there is a podibility of fometimes pre- 

venting in the firfl and fécond liage of the 

difeafe, infallibly prefent themfelves ; fuch 

as tumors, impolthumes, bydatides, abfcedes, 

a dux attended with a fetid purulence, the 

fblogofis of the matrix, and all the neigh¬ 

bouring parts, befides many other accidents, 

the enumeration of which would be of no 

affift- 
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afliftance in communicating a knowledge of 

this defperate fituation, which, unfortunately 

for thefe wretched objedts, reveals itfelf by 

too evident a malignity. 

C H A P. Y. 

Ÿhe diagnofiic ftgns of the Furor Uterinus, 

and the prognoftics to be drawn from them. 

0 '' • ' I • / 

J.T is not fo eafy as it may be imagined to 

dilcover, at the firft infpedtion, the flate of 

this malady, or even to pronounce upon its 

exiftence. Were all the fymptoms which we 

have particularized, to be found united in the 

fame fubjeft, it might be poffible for a phy- 

lician to determine at one glance, not only 

that the dillemper fubfifts, but alfo that it is 

arrived at Inch, or fuch a ftage; and in this 

fituation, there could be no reafon to helitate 

about the choice of the means requifite to 

a cure. But a melancholy experience 

hath informed us, that there is no Hate in 

F which 

v 
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which the difeafed can fo artfully diflemble, 

nor any malady which of itfelf throws fo many 

equivocal appearances in the way of our ex¬ 

aminations. On this account, I could not 

cenfure the conduct of fome phyficians (whom 

I fucceeded) in the treatment of patients of 

this kind, although thefe gentlemen had, 

during a long time, preferibed for them, with* 

out lufpedting the nature of their diforder. 

As they fucceeded in impofing on thofe, by 

whom they were attended, before, they flat* 

tered themfelves that their defigns againft me 

would be equally fortunate, and allured me, 

in advance, that I Ihould be no more able to 

procure them relief, than were my prede- 

ceflbrs. 

This then, is the firft, and at the lame 

time, the greateft obftacle that I know of, 

to the difeovery of the Furor Uttrims \ it is 

the turpitude of the caufes which have pro¬ 

duced it, concerning which, the afflicted per* 

fon will preferve the molt obftinate filence, 

until Ihe may have fallen into thofe maniacal 

accidents which difeover it ; that is to fay, 

until fhe be plunged into that fliocking fitu* 

ation, in which Ihe no longer remains fufeep- 

tible of a cure. The fécond obftacle, which I 

hayc 
* 
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have taken notice of, is not lefs confiderable. 

It proceeds from the equivocal appearance of 

even the mod evident fymptoms. I fliould 

fuppofe that the organical parts being in the 

mod terrible date, the patient, attacked by 

Iharp fhooting pains, feels herfelf forced in 

fpite of all her évadons to difeover the feat 

of her difeafe*, the phyfician, after the mod 

judicious examination of the accidents which 

exid, would not yet be able to form any cer¬ 

tain prognodic; for, as thefe accidents are 

common to the lues venerea, would they be 

rather attributed to the metromania, than to 

an impure and temporary commerce, which 

might have produced them, whild fucceed- 

ing negligence might have carried them to 

thefe dreadful extremities ? certainly, the pa¬ 

tient having once refolved to difiemble, will 

be more inclined to accufe herfelf of a mo¬ 

mentary fault, than to acknowledge that die 

lives in an habitual date of infamy *, her de¬ 

ceit will alfo be the more artful, as her 

weaknefs occadoned by pain, and the opera¬ 

tions of the medicines mud have impaired 

the vivacity of her padions, or at lead have 

checked the exterior demondrations of them. 

To prove the truth of what I advance, it i s 

F 2 only 
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only neceffary to examine the nature of thefe 

accidents in the organical parts. Such is a 

fetid and purulent efflux. 

In whatfoever light we may confider this 

efflux, we can never imagine it to be an in- 

ftance of the exigence of the metromania \ for 

either it proceeds from the bladder, by the 

canal of the urethra, or from the matrix by 
* • f • 

the vagina, or in fflort, from the proftate, 
% . 

and all the other kinds of glands. In the firffi 

cafe, this efflux may be attributed to the ul¬ 

cers of the reins, or of the bladder*, in the 

fécond cafe, it may be determined that the 

matrix is inflamed and ulcerated and in the 

third cafe, there can be no doubt but that a 

very corrofive virus muft have eaten into the 

orifices of the glands. But thefe vices in the 

reins, and in the bladder, in the matrix, and 

in the glands, not being abfolutely proper to 

a metromania, the point mud dill remain 

doubtful. Indeed, if the patient fflould have 

no power over thofe exterior demonftrations, 

which, by manifefting the diforders of the 

mind, reveal at the fame time the caufe of 

the malady in the body, there can be no dif¬ 

ficulty in forming a judgment of the cafe. 

\ Thus, 

t 
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Tims, in the firft ftage, thefe feveral points 

are to be enquired into. 

Firft, whether the patient feels feme incli¬ 

nation, in the gratification of which fhe is 

çonftrained. 

Secondly, whether this inclination be the 

foie caufe of her languor. 

Thirdly, whether, on the contrary, from 

a vice in her temperament, fhe be fufceptible 

of a tender pafiion, in favor of the firft man 

who may prefent himfetf. 

Fourthly, whether fhe be not accuftomed 

to fatisfy her own defires, by habitual felf- 

pollution.. 

Fifthly, If the menfes be more or lefs abun¬ 

dant. 

Sixthly, if fhe be burning, indolent, filent, 

and averfe from thofe parties of pleafure, of 

which well-regulated young females are ulu- 

aljy fond. 

It is not neceffary that all thefe figns fhould 

be found united, in order to afford a caufe 

for fufpeéting that the diftemper is beginning 

to appear. The phyfician muff now ufe all 

his endeavors to obtain the confidence of his 

patient. 

F 3 He 
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He muft be cautious of difcovering that he 

underftands the nature of her diforder, left 

he fhould not only meet with a repulfe from 

her, but throw her into an infurmountable 

diftruft of him. He muft found her incli¬ 

nations with equal gentlenefs, and art. In 

fhort, he muft employ every poflible and 

agreeable ftratagem, in order to gain her good 

opinion, and become ^ the mafter of all her 

fecrets. 

At firft, he muft flatter her weaknefs j by 

little and little he muft infufe into her mind 

fome idea of her danger, and, at length, he 

muft, infenfibly, teach her to refled upon it* 

with horror. His remedies, fupported by his 

counfels, and fome precautions taken by her 

parents, who may be informed of her fituati- 

on, fhould they be fo prudent as not to ren* 

der fuch a difcovery detrimental to the phy- 

fician, and his patient* will, in concert, lay 

the foundation of a cure, at once fpeedy and 

certain. 

It is more eafy to difcover the fécond ftage 

of this diforder. For, in fpite of all difli- 

mulation, there are moments, during which 

the patient fhews herfelf, fuch as fhe really 

is. Befldes, a Angular character, if not of 

lafcw 
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lafcivioufnefs, at lead of libertinifm, may be 

obferved in her actions, and converfation. 

Her melancholy allumes a more gloomy caft, 

her advances towards all flattering objects be¬ 

come more imprudent ; if any accidents fub- 

fift in the organical parts, they are more ma¬ 

lignant, and violent ; a burning heat which 

confumes her, her averflon from meat, and 

drink, her infenfibility to cold, her forced re¬ 

tirement from all fober company, and the ve¬ 

hement indecency with which fhe yields her- 

felf up to thofe who pleafe her, too fully 

prove that the diforder hath already made 

fome prog-refs, and that not a moment is to 

be loft, in recurring to the means of flop¬ 

ping it. 

The third period is attended with fuch evi¬ 

dent figns that even the leaft experienced 

practitioner cannot miftake them* But the 

reader need only recolleCt what hath been ob¬ 

ferved concerning thefe fymptoms, in the pre¬ 

ceding chapter. 

Prcgncftic, The Metromania, or Furor Ute- 

rinus is an opprobrious, and horrible diftem- 

per; difgrace 3nd infamy alight not only on 

the wretch who is attacked by it, but on 

F 4 parents 
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parents who lament the hour in which their 

child was born. 

It may be afferted that it is always difficult: 

to cure, and generally fubjeCt to a relapfe, 

in the very moment, when it is lead expect¬ 

ed. The more inveterate it is, the more it 

baffles the power of remedies. 

It is, for this reafon, that in order to form 

a prognoftic of it, we muft carefully attend 

to its different ftages, and to the feveral de¬ 

grees of each ftage. 

In the firft ftage, I diftinguifh three de¬ 

grees. 

Firft, when the diftemper is abfolutely juft: 

beginning ; then, with very few precautions,, 

and a fmall quantity of long continued reme¬ 

dies, a cure may be relied on. 

Secondly, when the diftemper hath already 

taken fome root; when the imagination hath 

been fatigued by lafcivio.us reprefentations ; 

when the fibres of the organs have luffered, 
w ' ■ ■> 

reiterated tenfions ; and yet, when the pa¬ 

tient, without much ftruggle refledts upon 

her fituation and conduct with horror: under 

thefe circumftanc.es, with more precautions, 

and with more multiplied, and longer conti- 
* f 

med remedies, we may depend upon a cure. 

Thirdly, 

« 
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Thirdly, when by the reiterated fhock of 

of the fibres, the lafeivious reprefentations 

fix fo ftriking an impreflion on the patient, 

that fhe begins to fear the oppofition of her 

chafter fentiments, which mult condemn the 

wild diforder reigning within her hearty and 

when, fhe turns her eyes afide from that 

abyfs, the depth of which fhe ftill is ignorant 

of, we may conclude that the malady is ex¬ 

tremely dangerous, although but in its firft 

ftage. 

It is, on this account, that too much at- 

tention cannot be paid to the condudl of the 

youthful part of the fair fex, nor, when the 

flighted: fymptoms relating to this diforder is 

perceived, fhould any time be loft in the pur- 

fuit of that method, and the application of 

thofe remedies, which l fhall mention in the 

next chapter. There is no other malady 

which can require more inftant relief, or 

which fo forcibly reminds us of the ancient 

proverb : 

“ Principiis obfia ; fero medicina paratm\ 

tc Cum mala per longas invatuere moras.** 

In the fécond period, I diftinguifh two de^ 

grees. Firft, the delirium, in the beginning, 

hath 
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hath not acquired its full ftrength, and is Tub- 

jeCt to intermiflions which are, fometimes, 

fufRciently long to afford leiiure for the intro¬ 

duction of ferviceable prefcriptions. Under 

thefe circumftances, there is reafon to hope 

that the malady may not be incurable. Se^ 

condly, when the melancholy delirium is aU 

moil continual, or when its intervals are very 

Ihort. In this cafe, the only prognoftic which 

can be formed, is beyond meafure alarming. 

It would, however, ‘be extremely impru¬ 

dent, if, even here, we fnould abandon hope* 

With every reafon to fuppofe it improbable 

that the malady could have been furmounted, 

1 have obferved fome inftances of aftonifhing 

cures*, but thefe, indeed, refulted from 

equally extraordinary events, at no period ta 

be relied on, although the pofllbility of them 

might be fufficient to flatter the expectations 

of thofe who are interefted in them. 

The third ftage only offers the moft diR 

heartening prognoftic. The hopes of recal¬ 

ling the patient to any modeft principle, are 

entirely loft, as fhe is, now, deprived of 

reafon. Befides, all the organical parts are 

eaten away by abfceftes, and incurable ulcers* 

The matrix, and even the ovaria, are often 

infeCted 



NYMPHOMANIA. 9* 

infected with fcirrhous, and cancerous tu¬ 

mours : in this deplorable fituation, death is 

her foie refource, and fhe may be deemed 

fortunate, fliould fhe, inftead of raging under 

this furor, fink into an infenfible, helplefe 

idiotifm, and thus avoid thofe (hocking mi- 

feries to which maniacs are expofed. 

Incurable as this (late may be, we mufi: 

not, on any account, abandon the patient to 

her unhappy face. To the very conclufion 

of all, we mu ft affuage her torments, by 

thofe means which humanity, and the know¬ 

ledge of nature may fuggeft to us. 

I muft alfo obferve that when the Furor 

Uterinus is ftill fufceptible of a cure, it may 

difappear of itfelf, and without the afliftance 

of remedies. I fhall beg leave to exemplify 

the truth of this remark, by the following 

relation. 

A young lady, of Lyons, whom I fhall name 

Lucilla, had received a vertuous and accom- 

plifhed education. In her fixteenth year, fhe 

had the misfortune to lofe her mother, when 

an old aunt took her out of the convent, in 

which, from the age of nine, fhe had been 

brought up. Scarcely had fhe acquired fome 

little influence over her relation, when fhe 

intreated 
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intreated her to augment her family,, by the 

addition of another man-fervant. She had 

often fpoken to her concerning a lacquey, 
• ' 

pofïefTed of a thouiand good qualities, who 

lived with the lady-abbefs. In fad, during 

the vifit which the aunt made her niece, fhe 

had obferved in this youth, an alertnefs, and 

decency, not very common amongft the do¬ 

me (lies of nuns, and monks. 

The aunt frequently reprefented to her 

niece, that fuch a hep was almofl impradi- 

cable , that it would be extremely ungenteel 

to entice away a lervaat from the lady abbefs j 

and no very grateful return to the care which 

fhe had/taken of her infancy. Thefe ar^ 

guments had little weight with Lucilla \ Hie 

was too diffatisfied to avoid a renewal of her 

Pollicitations, and made frefh attempts to in-* 

duce her aunt to favour her requeft. The 

aunt continued (till refolved to perfifl in her 

refufal, and added that, exclufivq of fa rude- 

a proceeding, fhe forelaw one obftacle which 

could not be furmounted. “ I am perfuaded” 

(faid Ihe to her niece) “ that you bear too ten~ 

cc der a concern in every thing which relates to 

<c me9 to ex aft from me a compliance which 

would mofi-probably deprive me of one of th$ 

“ befi 
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& heft fervants in the world. Germaine has 

tc been ten years in my family ; he is faithful\ 

<c fenfible, pcffejfed of many good qualities ; 

with all thefe, cannot bear that there 

“ Jhould be any footman in the houfe, befides him- 

ts felf \ I am convinced that it is not in his na- 

ct /<? agree with a fellow-fervant ; he, not- 

withftandhig, makes amends for this caprice, 

“ doing mûre work than would be executed by 

“ common fort. 1 know already 

“ I to confent to your inclinations, / 

c* fljould be obliged to fend away Germaine.” 

Lucilla had, hitherto, done juftice to the 

merit of Germaine ; but when (lie confidered 

him as excluding her from the company of 

her dear Ianot, (this was the name of the 
• '/ ♦ 

lacquey belonging to the convent) fhe forgot 

rhofe excellent qualities which entitled an old 

domeftic to her good opinion. The choco¬ 

late, and the coffee, if prefented by him, 

were deteftable -, his meffages were impro¬ 

perly delivered; his manner of entering into 

the room was too free ; his anfwers were im¬ 

pertinent; his queflions were unbecomingly 

familiar; his carriage was indecent; and every 

ftep he took in the apartment was clownifh, 

and offenfive. In how fhort a time, was all 

his 

% 
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his commendable behaviour fucceeded by a 

multitude of faults* 
✓ 

Lucilla finks at once into a melancholy* 

which fhe, for a great while, attributes to a 

decline ih her health j fhe no longer accom¬ 

panies her aunt to any of her parties ; fhe flies 

from fociety *, fhe never quits her chamber 

until the hour of dinner, and even then, dines 

hot * in the afternoon, fhe retires to her room, 

and, to avoid interruption, pretends to have 

the head-ache: pious and inftruflive books 

throw her into the vapours -, fhe can only read 

the Payfan parvenur(f) or other works of this 

nature, which impart venom to the poilon 

■working within her veins, and add fuel to the 

flame, which burns but to confume her ; 

hopes at once dangerous, and abfurd are, by 

thefe writings, inftilled into her mind, and 

all her thoughts are fixed on fenfuality. 
It 

àfl I I ■■■■ ■■ ■■■■■■■■'■ ■■ --- ' " -- - -- 

(/) A mah of vertue, who turns author, and cor* 

rupts his readers, will always be an inconfiftent, but 

yet a common character. The dangerous pictures in 

the work fo juftly cenfured by Mr. de Bienville, were 

given to the world, by Mr. de Marivaux, a modeft, 

quiet, candid, and difinterefted Frenchman. As this 

writer (who died in 1763) obferved to the famous lord 

Bolingbrokc, who, although an iniidel, in points of the 

moft folemn confcquenee, was credulous to an extreme* 

in 
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It is now fupper time j and this is to Lucilla 

a frefh misfortune \ fhe cannot bear to fit at 

the table ; the vifitors are uneafy, and intreat 

her to come down ; but her head-ache is in- 

creafed. Thus, fhe daily pleads the like ex* 

cufes, in order to withdraw herfelf from every 

fubjedf: of diffipation* The fummer comes 

on, the phyfician recommends a change of 
% 

air, and Lucilla fets off, with her aunt, for 

their country houfe, which is in the neigh¬ 

bourhood of the convent. They are impa¬ 

tient to wait on the lady-abbefs : the unfor¬ 

tunate Germaine, at once, fteward, butler, 

valet de chambre, footman, and poflilion, 

overturns the carriage. What a lucky ac¬ 

cident ! the only topic of converfation at the 

tea-table is the awkwardnefs of Germaine. 

The lady-abbefs, whom Ianot had frequently 

driven 

in trifles ; if you dtjbelieve^ it is not for want of faith : 

fo it may be faid of him ; if he was a franger to vice* 

it was not becanfe he never taught the practice of it. I have 

often wiflied, (fince novels will be read,) that other 

,Juliet Grenvilles might arife, and that this fpecies of 

compofition, no longer perverted to the worft purpofes, 

by an abandoned race of fcribblers, might be monopo¬ 

lized by the men of genius who have abilities, and in« 

clinations to make (in the words of a celebrated writer) 

f he pajfons move at the command of vertut » W. 

i 
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driven about the grounds, belonging to the 

abbey, takes notice of the rugged roads, and 

difficult quarterings through which he had 

conducted her with fafety. 44 Ah! madam ” 

(cried Lucilla to the abbefs,) 46 fuffer my aunt 

44 to take iANOT/^r her pofiilion^ or elfe 1 can- 

44 not have the honour of feeing you any more. 

44 1 would give up all thoughts of ever leaving 

44 the cajlle, rather than once truft myfelf to the 

44 care of Germaine.” .... But this matter 

is lefs likely to be fettled than ever, lanot 

falls fick *, he is confined to his bed, and in 

two days a fever, attended with a pleurify, 

puts a period to his life. Lucilla becomes in- 

confolable for the lofs j her melancholy, which 

her aunt had hopes of diffipating, by indulging 

her with the amufements of the country, is 

now redoubled. The image of lanot incef- 

fantly prefents itfelf to her difordered imagi¬ 

nation. All the heroes of romance feem to 

her, as nothing in comparifon of what lanot 

would have proved, had he not been cut off 

< in the flower of his age. Lucilla, extended 

within the thick receflfes of a grove, upon a 

bank which over-arched a rivulet, the plain¬ 

tive murmurings of which amufed her me¬ 

lancholy, and pleafingly fuppliedthe place of 

noify 
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noify interruptions, neither faw, nor heared 

any one, except her dear lanot. She fre¬ 

quently addreffed him, in thefe terms : 44 then, 

44 O my beloved lanot ! thou art a lifelefs corpfe! 

44 alas ! is it pojfible that the abandoned Lifetta 

44 can have been the caufe of thy deaths and 

44 of all my difgrace? Tes! it is from that bar- 

44 barian, it is from thofe dalliances fo frequent- 

44 ly repeated with her, that I have been taught 

44 by a reprefent alien of pleafures, what pleafures 

44 7 might have expected from thee! O fatal cu- 

44 riojity, which now breaks into the whole re- 

44 of my life ! O cruel chance, which di- 

44 re hied me to the only part of the convent, 

44 whence I could, unfeen, unfufpehled by 

44 «2«y witnejs to your artlefs^ and ten- 

44 expreffions, to your lively, repeated 

44 embraces, to your delicious careffes ! ah! how 

44 df/i 7 <&/<?/? Lifetta ! how wifh to rob her 

44 <?/ yVyj ! 0 defperate refolution ! thus, /<? 

44 perfift, in fpite of all my jealoufy and rage 

44 againft the too happy, unrejifting Lifetta, 

44 in gazing on your voluptuous tranfports /” 

44 What now remains of this remembrance, 

4 4 ^of the hope which I had conceived that I 
44 Jhould, aw dayy be the only objehl of the care 

44 tendernefs of the unfortunate lanot. 

G 

t 

44 wry 
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£C very fioul is devoured by a thoufand defires, 

“ which nothing is capable of moderating ! the 

“ fire ofi the moft terrible fever is a thoufand 

times lefs violent than that which burns with- 

tc in my bofoml every circumftance difpleafes, 

ce and afflicts me” 

“ When, feduced by the illufions of the ima- 

tc ginaticn, /, for a moment, jfor wy *y<?j 0# the 

sc captivating figure of Ianot, ^000 

ledlion ofi his death replunges me into all the 

u korr0rs of dejpair. Æ / miserable that I 

“ 5?» /.Why, ^ / râtfZ wy ^Z- 

£t tention on an incorporeal fihade ? Was he the • 

cc only youth from whofie embraces, the ecftactes 

cc 0/* which 1 form fuch paffonate ideas of the 

cc °f i°ve couid be received ? Wherefore 

u Jbould I avoid the company ofi the Chevalier 

cc du Lys ? //f L neither fio handfiome, nor jo 

tc well made as Ianot*, Æ#z education has 

tc Supplied him with graces, ofi which Ianot 

“ never was pofifejjed \ of which Ianot never 

<c have been poffieffed ”.The de» 

fires of Lucilla are now fixed on the Chevalier 

du Lys*, he receives her obliging aiTiduities 

with the cold politenels, and difmterefted 

rdpeft peculiar to an amiable man, who either 

is no lover, or hath given his heart to another. 

Be 
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Be this as it will, the vicinity of the caffie 

belonging to the chevalier gives him frequent 

opporturiities of feeing Lucilla, who, glow¬ 

ing with defire, is vext to find the objedt of 

her flame unmoved. How aftoniftied is the 

chevalier at perceiving Lucilla enter the cham¬ 

ber, before his hour of riling ? he offers to 

quit the bed, but fhe prevents him ; he ex* 

preffes himfelf afhamed of being difcovered 
✓ N 

in fuch an indecent fituation -, his body con¬ 

cealed, (as the weather was intolerably hot) 

only by a thin fheet. She, not fenfible that 

any thing is improper, lurveys him, in this 

undrefs, v/ith eyes full of fire, afflires him 

that he might be obliged to her for taking 

him by furprize, and that this will not be the 

laft opportunity which (he fhall embrace of 

teaching him to awake fooner... The chevalier 

returns a civil, but confufed, forbidding an- 

fwer-, fne, now, attempts to raife his pallions 

by lafcivious arts ; fiie neftles to him, and, in 

the lubricity of her motions, reveals her 

willies -, to every wanton lure, fiie adds the 

moll voluptuous words, nor hefitates to throw 

afide the veil intended to conceal thofe female 

charms, on which it muff be difficult to gaze 

without defire. He, at lad, breaks loofe, 

G 2 • puts 
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puts on his night gown, rings the bell, and, 

in the moft decent tone of voice, thanks Lu- 

cilia for the agreeable furprize into which fhe 

has thrown him -, he concludes by ordering 

the fervant to prepare breakfaft for her -, but 

fhe refuies to accept of any, and returns dif- 

concerted, and exafperated at the infenflbility 

with which he received her advances. Yet 

ftill fhe flatters herfelf that, on a future oc- 

caflon, the chevalier will prove lefs timid 5 

fhe reviews her own conduct *, at one moment, 

fhe blufhes at her imprudence*, at another 

moment, fhe approves the freedom of her 

actions -, this flrft indecent flep, now, infpires 

her with a determination to repeat it * fhe 

hopes that, at her next attack, fhe fhall be 

more fuccefsful. She returns home, and dif- 

covers that the family know nothing of her 

having been abroad -, fhe rejoices at theprcf- 

pe£t of being flill able to renew her vifits, 

and always with the fame fecrecy. Her me¬ 

lancholy feems more diflipated, whilfl her 

aunt, who fees, and congratulates her on the 

alteration, continues ignorant of the caufe of 

it. In the evening, Lucilla informs her of 

her inclinations to dine the next day, with the 

chevalier \ the propofal is thought extraordi¬ 

nary. 
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nary, yet as it indicates a livelier change in 

the difpofition of her niece, the aunt is eager 

ro embrace it : a card is immediately difpatch- 

ed to the cattle* but the unfortunate Lucilla 

was born for difappointments : The chevalier 
i. 

had jutt before received orders to join his re¬ 

giment. He is gone to Lyons to prepare 

every thing for his departure, and will not 

return to his feat, as the baggage, necettary 

to be fent to him, is already packed up. As 

well might the chevalier have put every thing 

in readinefs for his journey, at the cafUe, as 

at Lyons, if he had felt an inclination to re¬ 

main a moment on the fpot * but he had, 

fometimes, undefignedly wandered towards 

that quarter of the grove, in which the me¬ 

lancholy Lucilla had chofen to conceal herfelf. 

He had heared her fighs, and was no ttranger 

to the nature of her complaints, although 
* i 

ignorant that the reluit of them was a deter¬ 

mination to attempt the conquett of his heart. 

The laft affair had, however, fo fully con¬ 

vinced him of the fituation of Lucilla, that 

fearful of being drawn into connexions with’ 

her, which might place him in a light equally 

ridiculous, and contemptible, he was happy 

in feizing the opportunity of avoiding fuch 

G 3 perplexing 
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perplexing interviews, and of depriving her 

of the power of committing fuch unfeemly 

indifcretions. But the remedy was more vio¬ 

lent than he imagined. 

Little did Lucilla fuppofe that the chevalier 

had abfented himfelf on purpofe -, a thoufand 

times, fhe curfed her deftiny, and at length 

fell a prey to the bittereft uneafmefs. If fhe 

fpoke, it was to defire fome intelligence of 

the chevalier -, fhe daringly mentioned him 

with the mod unreftrained, and frequently 

lafcivious encomiums -, then, fuddenly recol- 

ledting herfelf, fine fell into a deep filence 

which nothing was capable of interrupting. 

Soon, her lips became livid, her eyes funk, 

and wild, her face pale, and even disfigured, 

and her whole body emaciated to fuch a 

fhpeking degree, that all who remarked the 

too fenfible progrefs of her miferies, were in 

apprehenfion for her life. The fear of being 

unable to procure, in the country, the affift- 

ance due to fo dangerous a fituation, deter- 
» 

mined the aunt to conduit her immediately 

to Lyons. 

The phyficians are consulted ; they find a 

burning body, yet no fever, the extreme 

palenefs of the complexion items to indicate 

a fup- 
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a fupprefîion of the menfes, but that (fhe af- 

fures them) is not the caufe of her diforder: a 

general difguft which fhe conceives againft all 

kinds of food induce them to imaginethat the 

vice is in the ftomach. 

Is it debility? is it heat? or, is it tenfion? 

On thcfe points, the phyficians are divided ; 

they order her to avoid watching; but fhe 

devotes one part of the night to her book, 

and employs the other part in revolving in 

her imagination the paffages which (he hath 

read; jelly-broths, or rather the quintefiences 

of juice are preicribed for her ; but her body 

becomes more heated, and cnflamed* whilft 

the ftomach remains equally indifpofed. The 

reft of the fummer is taken up with ufelefs 

applications, on the part of the phyficians, 

and multiplied accidents, on the part of the 

patient. All on à fudden, fhe is attacked by 

fo violent an eruption of blood, that fhe is 

pronounced to be at the fatal termination of 

her diforder. The affli&ed aunt, not fatisfied 

with having confuked only thofe phyficians 

who had hitherto attended her, and deter¬ 

mined to avoid the reproaches of her own 

heart, applied to all the moft celebrated of the 

faculty, within the city, and, particularly, to 

G 4 a young 
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a young man, who had for fome months pa(t 

acquired a very high reputation. This per- 

fon, happily for Lucilla, had, by accident? 

learned from the chevalier the circumftances 

which concerned her, and, having maturely 

weighed and compared them together, he did 

not hefitate, howfoever appearances might 

make again!! him, to oppofe the advice of the 

phyficians, and to declare that, in fpite of the 

danger fo evidently threatened by the hae¬ 

morrhage, he could, certainly, relieve her. 

It was refolved to leave the patient to his 

prefcriptions, and, indeed, the event was fuc- 

cefsful. It is to this very gentleman that lam 

indebted for the hiftory of the beginning, 

and progrefs of the indifpofidon of Lucilla. 

As the chief complaints were an extreme ari¬ 

dity and violent infiamation of the parts of 

the matrix, and of the vagina, he confidered 

even this evacuation as a remedy introduced 

by nature, in order to foften, and moiften 

thefe parts, and, confequently, temper their 

uncommon heat. Not relying, therefore, on 

what are called fpecifics, he, by gentle pallia¬ 

tives, affuaged the burning acrimony of the 

blood. To thefe, were added long continued 

anodynes, which, with precautions inviolably 

obferved 
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obferved by the aunt, and by himfelf ; and, 

at length, a marriage entirely agreeable to the 

inclinations of the patient, recovered her 

from a diforder, the progrefs of which had 

been no lefs rapid, than alarming. We may, 

from hence, conclude that an immoderate dis¬ 

charge of the menfes will, of itfelf, cure the 

Furor Uterinns, the truth of which hath been 

\ confirmed to me, not only by this phyfician, 

but by feveral others, who have been witneffes 

of fimilar inftances, in the courfe of their 

practice. 

We may alfo gather from experience, that 

a flux of the hæmorrhoids produces the fame 

effect. The reafon of it is plain. For, as 

the phlogofis of the parts may as eafily be a 

caufe, as one of the fymptoms of the Furor 

Uterinus, it is certain that, the principle being 

deftroyed, the effedts muft, of courfe, dis¬ 

appear. Now, nothing is more capable of 

diminifhing, and even of taking away the 

'phlogofts of the parts than the hæmorrhoidal 

flux. For, that which occafions the fwelling, 

and 'phlogofis of the matrix, is the blood which 

thickens, and becomes obftrudted in the little 

veins which cover its cavity, and its lurface. 

This blood proceeding therefore to empty it¬ 

felf 
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felf acrofs the interfaces by which the veflHs 

are connected with each other, not only frees, 

itfelf in thefe little veins, but alfo abfolutely 

empties them, in order to follow its courfe 

through the hæmorrhoidal vefiels -, confe- 

quently the phlogqfis and inflammation muft 

ceafe, and fliould they be the principal caufe 

of the Furor liter inns, as it may fo happen, 

then the hæmorrhoidal flux will become its 

grave. 
w 

I recoiled: an infiance of this kind in a young 

woman, about the age of twenty-fix, who 

had, for the iaft fix years, been fubjeCt to fits 

of the Furor Uterinus, which, indeed, were 

not confiant, but the returns of which, were- 

fo frequent as to oblige her to take fome pre¬ 

cautions. They were, at one period, ren¬ 

dered more violent by a fuppreflion of the 

menfes. In a year after i had feen her,. I en¬ 

quired of her phyflcian whether fhe (till con¬ 

tinued indifpoied, who allured me, that fix 

months before, having been attacked by a 

very copious hæmorrhoidal flux, fhe was en¬ 

tirely cured of every met romani a cal fymptom. 

Sometimes the Fluor albus, when not arrived 

at any malignant excefs, is a fortunate cir- 

cumfiance in favour of metromaniacs, as by 

m'oifteningi 
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moiflening, and tempering the matrix, and 

the vagina, it renders them lefs fenfible of the 

incitements of pleafure. 

Pregnancy is frequently obferved to remove 

the Furor Uterinus. The realbn of this is, 

becaule the liquors contained in the chorion, 
• 

and amnios, refolving themfelves inco vapors 

within the membranes, relax and foften the 

tunics of the matrix. But as the remedy is 

fpeedy, the relapfe is alfo near at hand, unlefs 

the woman fhould, in a fhort time, again 

conceive. 

Marriage alone cures the metromania, par¬ 

ticularly if it arife from a violent paulon for 

one whom the patient is, at laid, permitted to 

poffefs. 

I could mention feveral other circum(lances 

confirmed from experience, which put a ftop 
, i 

to the Furor Ulerinus j but as they cannot 

with decency be fubmitted to the reader, I 

flatter myfelf that he will permit me to pafs 

them by unnoticed. 

C H A P. 

v 
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7’be methods of cure in the fir ft and fécond ft age 

cf the Furor Uterinus -, the relief to he ex¬ 

pected in the third ft age. 

T HE different degrees of the Furor Ute¬ 

rinus may be confidered as fo many particular 

diforders. Although their relations be the 

fame as to their caufe, yet fome variations are 

necefiary in the application of remedies. 

In the firfl flage are three indications to be 

followed. The firft indication is the neceffity 

of tempering, and cooling the blood * by 

thefc means, thtfemen which is formed from 

it, will become Ids acrimonious and fcorching. 

The fécond indication is the neceffity of 

moiftening, and relaxing all the internal face 

of 
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of the matrix, and of the vagina. The third 

indication is the neceffity of withdrawing the 

patient from her obfcene thoughts, fo that> 

fully recollefling herfelf, fhe may have no 

obje<5tion to remain, and converfe with thofe 

who can infpire her with an inclination for 

every thing which is proper and decent. 

To accomplifh the firft point, which is to 

temper and cool the blood, we muft begin by 

one or two venefeétions in the arm, (taking 

away a fwall quantity at a time,) unlefs cri¬ 

tical accidents forbid them. In this cafe, fome 

advife bleeding in the jugular. It is, how¬ 

ever, in my humble opinion, better to wait 

until the difcharge of the menfes fhall have 

fubfided, and then bleed in the arm, em- 
✓ 

ploying, in the interim, all foftening and 

cooling remedies, in order to calm the acri¬ 

mony of this evacuation. 

But fuppofing that there fhould be no im¬ 

pediment to bleeding, the following is the 

courfe necefary to be obferved in the firft 

degree of the firft ftage, that is, when the 

malady is abfolutely only beginning. A fingle 

venefe&ion in the arm will be fufficient : the 

next day, the patient muft be purged with 

the formula, Number I. Her ufual liquor 

muft 
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muft be, according to the formulai Number IL 

Every morning fhe rriuft drink a quart, or at 

- leaf!; a pint of clarified whey ; in the after¬ 

noon, and within three hours from each meal, 

fhe mull take the fame quantity. 

She muft not be permitted to eat any meat, 

except at dinner, nor even then, unlefs her 

allowance be fmall, and the victuals (which 

mufi be white, fuch as lamb, chicken, rabbit, 

and veal) free from the lead feafoning, and 

not fat. Eler appetite, which will encreafe 

daily, may be fatisfied with moift, and re- 

frefhing vegetables ; fhe may alfo be indulged 

with fuch fruits as are of the fame quality. 

The. medicine, Number I. muft, however, be 

repeated every eighth day, and, at intervals, 

as there may be occafion, fome clyfters, made 

up according to the formula, Number III. 

muft be adminiftered. 

Should this diforder be attended with the 

vapors, (and I have frequently obferved it to 

be the cafe) fhe muft take, every fourth night, 

at going to reft, the fpecific defcribed in the 

formula, Number IV. On thefe occafions, I 
never knew it fail ; I have, fometimes, found 

even the firft dofe fufficient. 

Sufficient 
\ 
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Sufficient attention will have been paid to 

the fécond indication, fhould the regimen, 

and the draughts which I have prefcribed be 

carefully adminiftered. 
i 

The parents of the patient, as well as the 

perfons appointed to take care of her, are 

diligently to luperintend the execution of 

every thing required in the third indication. 

It is, particularly, my duty to recommend 

lome important objects of their purfuit, and 

to lay before them difcoveries which I have, 

indeed, too often made, yet never without 

aftonifhment, and horror. Let me earnedly 

intreat them to mark the mod intimate, and 

dear acquaintances of the unhappy fufferer, 

and without either fiftmg their charadters, or 

prying into the motives which might (Length¬ 

en the connection of thele bofom friends, of 

what fex foever they may be, to prevent their 

intercourfe in fuch an artful manner, that none 

may be offended, nor any uneafinefs given to 

the patient, who mud be prudently humoured 

on account of her own imbecillity, and the 

weaknefs of her organs. 

Should the waiting maid appear to be a 

favorite of the patient, this fervant, however 

prudent her conduct may be deemed, mud 

be 
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be as narrowly watched, as if fhe had incurred 

thofe violent fufpicions, to which the women 

of an eafy vertue are continually expoled. It 

will be very necefiary to mark the looks, and 

adlions of the patient, whilft fhe receives the 

fervices of this attendant. 

From the criminal familiarity to which fuch 

wretches are , admitted by their young mif- 

trefifes, and from the no lels pernicious inter- 

courfe of female fchoolfellows, a more ge¬ 

neral contagion arifes than might be,, at fir ft, 

imagined. The danger is lefs thought of, 

becaufe lefs evident, but it increafes in pro¬ 

portion to its being unperceived. If, after 

the ftridteft enquiries, it fhould appear that 

the patient is not particularly attached to any 

perfon whatfoever, it may then be reafonably 

fuppofed that her imagination is the fource 

of her diforders, and that a fecret libertinifm 
i .... 

hath inflamed them to that degree of malig¬ 

nity which calls for an immediate remedy. 

It will, therefore, be necefiary, fhould the 

patient ftill perfifl in dififembling, not to leave 

her during a fingle moment, either by day, or 

by night ^ and to appoint, for her bedfellow, 

fome young woman whofe chaftity and dis¬ 

cretion may ftand the tefl of any trial. 

> it 
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It muft, by thefe means, be foon difcover- 

ed that the real caufe of the diibrder is felf- 

pollution. It will then be time to reproach 

her in the fevered; terms, to prefent to her the 

moft alarming pidture of this abominable 

• vice, and to defcribe, and, if poftible, even 

exaggerate the dreadful confequences which 

muft attend it. She fhould be continually 

addrefted with fuch reprefentations, as may 

be moft capable of teaching her to'look back 

with horror, on her condudt. Every care 

muft be redoubled, in order to prevent her 

from relapfing into the like irregularities; 

She muft not, on any account whatever, be 

buffered to remain alone ; even on her moft 

private occafions, fhe muft be accompanied ; 

for l recolledl fome patients who confdîed to 

me that this difhonorable habit had gained fo 

powerful an afcendancy over their refolutions, 

that, perceiving themfelves watched night and 

day, they feigned a neceftity of withdrawing 

on lecret emergencies, that they might aban¬ 

don themfelves, without a witnefs, to this 

deteftable pradlice. I muft alfo add that, 

from acknowledgements of this nature, I 

have obferved that when once the firft ad- 
* * 

vances have been made, the women are lefs 

H governed 
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governed, by the reftraints of modefty, than 

are the men. 

In the fécond degree of the firft ftage of 

this dilbrder, the bleedings muft be more 

frequent, and abundant, yet not without 

paying due regard to the ftrength, and con- 

ftitution of the patient. The emulcent and 

cooling remedies may be taken in larger 

quantities, but, neverthelefs, they rnuft be 

filch as I have prescribed -, and the purgative, 

which muft alfo be the fame, may, inftead of 

every eighth day, be repeated every fourth 

day, during the firft month. As to the reft, 

the fame regimen mav be obferved, and con- 

tinued for a longer time ; the fame precau¬ 

tions muft alfo be taken relative to the per- 

fonal conduct of the patient. In the third 

degree, on account of the preceding long- 

continued tenfion of the fibres, and that de¬ 

licacy which they, of courfe, acquire from it, 

the practice muft be fomevvhat different : for, 

now two obftacles prefent themfelves which 

are equally formidable. The firft obftacle is 

the weak condition of the patient, which for¬ 

bids bleeding. The fécond obftacle is the 

fenfibility, and irritation of the parts, which 

purgatives would only increafe. A third ob¬ 

ftacle 
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üacîe refaits from thefe, which is not lefs 

alarming; and this conflits of a relaxation, 

an atony, and a want of adtion in the nervous 

fyftem, to which cooling and diluting medi¬ 

cines are abfolutely repugnant. The truth 

of thele three reflexions cannot reafonably be 

denied. And yet, more than one celebrated 

author, and feveral of our matters, parti¬ 

cularly the perfon whom I refpedt the moft, 

have deviated from this practice. They are, 

nearly to a man, advocates for copious bleed¬ 

ings, evacuations, and relaxing applications : 

but I would flatter myfelf that, as experience 

hath convinced me of the bad efredls arifing 

from this dreadful courte, I might be excufed 

from blindly following it. 

It may, however, be proper, before I pro- 

pofe my method, to mention that which hath 

been adopted by others ; and, here, I muff 

beg leave to remark that mine hath always 

fucceeded, whilft theirs hath never afforded 

me that fatisfaflion, which I, in fame meafare, 

expe&ed from it, confidering the great au¬ 

thorities by which it was countenanced. Firft, 

they prefer!be a bleeding, more or lefs abun¬ 

dant, according to the age, the temperament, 

and the ftrength of the patient; and the 

H 2 more 
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more vehement the fymptoms are, the more 

copious and frequent mufl the bleedings be. 

ï cannot indulge myfelf with the flighted re¬ 

flexions on this firA article, as they would, 

unavoidably, lead me into a diflertation twice 

as voluminous as this work. 

Secondly, they recommend purgatives which 

indeed are mild, and without irritating the 

inteflines, may difcharge the vicious and 

indigeAed humours from thz viœprimæ\ they 

add that thefe purgatives muA be often re- 

The hypothecs of purgatives which do not 

irritate being falfe, this maxim, at the very 

firA glance, infers a method which is not ge- 

nerally fure, and which, frequently, and par¬ 

ticularly, if repeated, introduces accidents 

not eafily to be cured, and, on fome occafl- 

ons, even incurable. 

They prefcribe large, and often-repeated 

dofes of juleps, and cooling, and diluting 

apozems. Such are preparations from the 

roots, leaves, and flowers of the water-lily, 

the roots of vervain-mallows, the roots of 

fuccory, and of forrel, 

The 
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The leaves of lettuce, of willow, of len- 

tils,(g) &c. 

The leaves of marfh-mallows, of poppies» 

and of violets. 

Others, after having exhaufted the vigor 

and blood of their patients, load and fill them 

with cooling preparations of the firft clafs» 

which effectively extricate them from the 

ffate in which they were, but plunge them 

into a multitude of accidents which afford 
' I V I 

them no profpeCt, except that of a languifhing 

and irkfome life, at the bed, ufelefs to 

fociety, and but too often intolerable to 

themfelves, and all about them. I have, alfo, 

obferved fome phyficians prefcribe, in this 

diforder, a decoCtion from about a double 

quantity of as much of the pulverized leaves 

of hemlock as will cover a finger-nail. 

Of all thel'e ingredients, three or four are 

chofen, as inclination or convenience may 

direct ; they are adminifterçd once in the 

morning, and once in the evening, at a certain 

H 3 diftance 

(g) I muft confefs myfelf too ignorant to difcover 

that the leaves of lentils (feuilles de lentille) are pof- 

fefled of vertues, applicable either in the prefent, or 

in any cafe. I doubt whether the Englijh phyficians 

ever relied on them for medicinal purpofes. They arç 

tfrong, flatulent, and hard of digeftion. W. 

/ 
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diftance from each meal, with the addition 

of a drachm of chryftal mineral, of fal pru- 

nellœ, or of fedative fait of Homburg. 

Clarified whey is likewife ordered to be 

given, four times every day, at a diftance 

from the meals; of each half-pint care is 

taken to make a decodion with an ounce of 

the roots of the water-lily, or rather thefyrup 

of them mixt with it. Clarified whey with¬ 

out any addition is even prefcribed as the only 

drink, provided the patient fhould not appear 

violently fet againfl it. My opinion of this 

whey will be leen in the fequel ; not that I 

entirely difapprove of it, although I think 

it may admit of ibme modifications. 

AfTes milk is alfo ordered; but I muft take 

the liberty to condemn this pradice as ufelefs, 

Ihould more efficacious remedies be employ¬ 

ed ; and as very infufficient, were /V, alone, 

to be depended on. Of cow’s milk, I have 

conceived a much better opinion. The reader 

will have occafion to obferve what falutary 

effeds it may produce, if adminiftered with 

the requifite precautions. 

It is alfo common to prefcribe, morning 

and evening, emulfions prepared from the 

four greater cold feeds, or from the four 

Idler 
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lefier cold feeds, in fome diddled waters of 

the water-lily, of lettuce, or of endive, add¬ 

ing to each emulfion, an ounce of fyrup of 

violets, of nymfhaa, or of althea. The pa¬ 

tient is alfo directed to drink, during a full 

month, the mineral acidulated and chalybeate 

waters, in the quantity of a quart, or three 

pints, dififolving in the fird glades fome pur¬ 

gative fait, as three drachms of Jal de duobus, 

half an ounce of fal polychrejius^ or of Epfom 

fait. 
« 

Such in general is the common practice 

during this degree of the diforder. 

My method is fpmewhat different. 

In anfwer to the fird indication, which 

feems to require bleeding, I mud obferve 

that there are fome cafes in which it is fer- 

viceabie, and other cafes in which it is dan¬ 

gerous -, fome cafes in which it is neceffary to 

bleed twice ; but none in which the bleedings 

ought to be either frequent or copious. 

All thefe particularities might be judified 

from indances of patients whom I have been 

defired to attend, and who, to my great mor¬ 

tification, have perifhed miferably, becaule 

their former phyficians had not left a fufficient 

quantity of blood to affid my endeavours to 

H 4 re-edabliffi 
• s ' " » 

/ f 

« 
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re-eftablifh their health. The blood contains 

the materials of the edifice, of which it is 

itfelf the architect. 

How is it pofiible to repair this edifice 

without materials, and without the principal 

operator ? there is no cafe in which it can be 

neceflary to drain a man of his blood, except 

he is to be deprived of life. When the phy- 

fician perceives himfelf driven to this cruel 

alternative, it is his duty to retire, unlefs his 

experience fiiould fuggeft to him other at¬ 

tempts to relieve his patient, befides thofe 

which, ruining the principles of exiftence, 

will leave no reafonable, or flattering hope 

that they can ever be reftored. 

In order to form a judgement of thofe cafes 

where bleeding may be Serviceable, it will be 

Sufficient to recoiled the principles on which 

we are to ad, relatively to the ufe of this 

remedy. We ought not to bleed but when 

there is an inflammation, or a plethora of the 

veflels. When the diforder, of which we 

treat, either proceeds from thefe two caufes, 

or fubfifts with them, then bleeding muft be 

neceflary, and a repetition will be (till more 

uleful, Should there be any reafon to dread a 

corn- 
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complication of the plethora, and an inflam¬ 

mation. 

This happens to meiromaniacs who are more 

fo from imagination, than from the habitudes 

of a real vice. As bleeding is the moft 

cooling, and afiuaging of all the remedies, 

it is conflantly applied to thefe with fuccefs. 

yet the bleedings muft not be copious, nor 

repeated oftener than three or four times 

within the four and twenty hours. To bleed 

frequently, and plentifully, is to crufh the 

patient, inftead of raifing her up ; it is to 

deprive her of the power of fupporting the 

operations of the other cooling remedies, 

which might be proper for her ; it is, often, 

to prepare accidents, the cure of which will 

be more tedious, and probably, the event of 

which will be more lliocking, than the dis¬ 

order intended to be remedied. 

Should the vice arife from the imagination, 

and a criminal habitude conneded together, 

but the excelles of which had not been con- 
i 

fiderable, either from their nature, or from 

their duration, bleeding will be extremely 

ferviceable ; yet it mull not be repeated of¬ 

tener than twice in the twelve hours. 

Should 
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Should the malady proceed folely from 2n 

excdfive habitude of lafcivioufnefs, whether in 

copulation, or in the abominable crime of 

felf-pollution, where is the phyfician daring 

enough to maintain that fuch a patient mult 

be blooded ? let us not take away from this 
\ 

miferable wretch the little refidue of blood 

within her veins -, it is a feed from which we 

may, perhaps, raife fome advantage. If we 

deprive her of it, there is no longer any 

germ, and, confequentiy, there will no longer 

be any life. More than a volume would be 

necefiary to unfold this great maxim in phyfic, 

which may be traced in the moft known 

principles of the art. The reafoning, how¬ 

ever, which can perfuade, in a difcuffion of 

this important fubjed, mult fall from a more 

celebrated name, and from a pen more elo¬ 

quent than mine. But what do I fay ? it is 

not even convidion that will enforce the 

pradice, and we are led only to defpair, whilfk 

we refled on the iliufion of the patient, and 

the phyfician, in a matter of fuch alarming 

confequence. I will at lead; eniov the fatis- 
I J j 

fadlicn (fhould a Supreme Being vouchfafe 

to favour me with life and health) of writing 

a diflertation relative to this fubjed, at once 

* fo 

/ 
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fo plain and incontrovertible, that, perhaps, 

I may attain to the glory of having interefted 

humanity in the cauie of humanity itfelf. 

As the reader is, now, informed on what, 

cc.cafions bleeding may be permitted during 

the three degrees of the firft ftage of this 

diforder, it will be neceflary to make fome 

remarks on the application of purgatives, and 

other remedies. 

I have already given prefcriptions for the 

firft and fécond degree ; the great difficulty 

is the clofe adherence to a proper conduct, 

during the third degree. 

What hath been obferved concerning bleed¬ 

ings is equally applicable to the ufe of pur- 
\ 

gatives. As the diforder advances, in like 

manner, do the weaknefs, and irritability 

increafe -, whatfoever, therefore, is capable 

of enfeebling, (and fuch is bleeding) becomes 

improper ; and whatfoever may irritate, (and 

fuch is a purgative) ceafes to be ferviceable. 

Thus, until it fhall have been proved to me, 

that thefe medicines do not irritate, parti¬ 

cularly, alfo, when nature is in a very irritable 

ftate, I cannot admit purgatives into my 

pradtice. There will be lefs reafon to blame 

my condudt, on this occafion, as it doth 
* 

not 
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not exclude all the évacuants, provided they 

be of the order of non-adringent tonics, which 

poffefs the vertue of fuccefîively digeding 

what may be, and, in time, of evacuating 

all which is fuperfluous. 

It is, on this account, that after one or two 

bleedings at the mod, I order the patient to 

be put, that very evening, into a moderately 

warm bath ; in an hour afterwards, fhe mud 

take, in a broth made of lean beef, veal,, and 

crude barley, fifteen drops of the diaphoretic 

quintefcence, mentioned in thz formula. Num¬ 

ber V. The next morning, die mud again 

go into the bath, fading, and afterwards take 

the fame dofe of the quintefcence, in the fame 

kind of broth. She may, now, repofe her- 

felf in bed, during an hour, after which, let 

her eat fome clear porridge, made of rice 

and milk, but in a very fmall quantity ; at 

dinner time, the porridge may be ferved up 

to her, and but very little meat, to which 

may be added two common glades of good 

claret, mixed with an equal quantity of mi¬ 

neral water. In the afternoon, about three 

hours after her meal, fhe may drink fome 

whey exceedingly well clarified j and in order 

to dfieft this, it mud be drained through a 

funnel 
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funnel covered with brown paper. At fix, 

in the evening, fhe mud go again into the 

bath, where, it will be proper to accuftom 

her, by degrees, to remain twm hours. 

At coming out of the bath, (lie muft fwal- 

low two ounces of vinous hydromel, or mead, 

mixed with fifteen drops of the diaphoretic 

effence; at nine or ten o’clock at night, fhe 

may drink a pint of milk ; and, fhould fhe 

complain of hunger, (lie may be allowed an 

ounce of bifcuit, or of light and well-baked 

bread, to foak in the milk. It will, notwith- 

flanding, be neceflary to adhere to the fame 

precautions, directed in the two firfl degrees, 

and to apply to the parts a flannel, repeatedly 

dipped in a decodtion of emollient herbs, 

with a preparation of faturn. See the form 

mula, Number VI. This remedy is at once 

cooling and emulcent * it will, therefore, be 

extremely proper, fhould the interior inflam¬ 

mation of the parts prove violent, to injedt 

fome of this fame preparation, if poflible, 

into the matrix. Thefe injedtions may the 

more eafily be renewed, as patients of this 

(lamp voluntarily put themfelves in readinefs 

to receive them. 

If*, 
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If, after this regimen (hall have been pur¬ 

sued, during feven or eight days, an increafe 

fhould be obferved in the collection of hu¬ 

mours, as alfo an accumulation of obftruCti- 

ons in the ftomach, and the vifcera, whilft 

the inteftines continue averfe from contracting 

themfelves, it muft be evident that nature 

calls for the aftiftance of évacuants. 

In this cafe, a clyfter muft be given (made 

up according tothz formula. Number VII. late 

in the afternoon. The next day, all the other 

remedies muft be fufpended, and the patient 

may drink, from hour, to hour, beginning 

at feven in the morning, half a pint of the 

apozem, defcribed in the formula, Number 

VIII. In the evening, let her take the dia¬ 

phoretic drops ^ and if the evacuation fhould 

be violent, the emulfion. Number X. muft, 

without fail, be adminiftered very late. The 

next day, the ufual treatment muft be re¬ 

fumed, and by adhering to this, we fhall 

loon Hn4 reafon to be furprifed at the rapidity 

and certainty of our fuccefs. 

The fame efiential indications prefent them¬ 

felves in the fécond ftage, as in the third de¬ 

gree of the firft ftage of this diforder: yet 

there 
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there are fome accidental indications which 

require different precautions. 

Of thefe, I have eflablifhed two degrees; 

in the fir ft degree, when it is admitted that 

there are intervals in the melancholy delirium, 

we muft adhere to the treatment prefcribed in 

the third degree of the firft ftage ; with this* 

difference, that inftead of the moderately 

warm baths, which were then directed, the 

bath muft be ufed entirely cold ; and that, 

in order to concofl the cachochymical hu¬ 

mors which are in the znfcera^ and to evacuate 

from them the fuperftuities, the patient muft 

take, every morning, falling, an hour before 
.9 ■ 

fhe enters the bath, a table-fpoonful of the 

aurifie effence, mentioned in the formula, 

Number IX. and as the heat of the parts muft, 

of courfe, be more violent, a pelfarv con¬ 

tinually foaked in the water prepared accord¬ 

ing to rhe formula, Number ÏX. may be in¬ 

troduced into them. Should thefe parts be 

affe&ed by more confiderable accidents, re- 

courfe muft be had to the remedies which I 

fhall preferibe, in the treatment of the third 

ftage. It is during this deplorable ftate, that 

a phyfician muft fhudder when he is called 

on, yet, at the fame time, exert every effort 

in 
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in which knowledge, experience, and ftudy 

can afflft him, to do juftice to that confidence 

wherewith he is honoured. The application 

to him ftrongly infinuatcs that his abilities 

are confidered as uncommon, and that his 

difcretion is deemed equal to the fevered 

trials. 

I have Teen many patients in this miferable 

fituation; I have given fuch advice as I 

judged to be moft proper, but I did not per¬ 

ceive that any of them became cured. 

The hiftory of a fingle patient, whofe 

dilorder I had the refolution to treat, in per- 

fon, always adminiftring my own remedies, 
* * , ■» * 

may at once ferve as a model of the condudt 

neceffary to be purfued by the phyfician who 

attends luch as are affli&ed with the maniacal 

delirium, and afford corifolation to the parents, 

and acquaintances who are interefted in their 

recovery. In this inftance, my endeavours 

were fuccefsful-, but let not a fingle inftance 

diminifti that terror which fo (hocking a fi- 

tuation ought always to infpire ; for even 

whilft we furmount our obftacles, muft we 

complain of the impenetrable fecrets of nature 

which fix limits to our knowledge, and baffle 

our enquiries. It will, befides, appear, that 
• • 

it 
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it was only by the mod affiduous, and un¬ 

remitting attention, united with regular and 

happily concerted preparations, that I at 

length accomplifhed the cure of this diforden 

My patient was already reduced to that ex¬ 

tremity which compels the parents to have 

recourfe to mad-houfes, in order to relieve 

themfelves from a burden which is more than 

all their tendernefs and care are able to fup- 

port. As I had been abfent, during two 

years, from the province, no perfon had given 

me the lead intimation of the unfortunate 

fituation of Mademoijelle de * * * *. There 

was, indeed, fcarcely an opportunity of my 

receiving fuch intelligence in time to prevent 

an abrupt enquiry on my fide, as I went, the 

next morning, after my arrival, to pay my 

compliments to her father. I found him 

doubly afflicted, having loft a dear and af¬ 

fectionate wife. When I had condoled yvith 

him on the melancholy occafion, I exprefied 

my inclinations to fee his daughter. “/ 

“ find” (replied this unhappy parent) “ that 

yen are ignorant of the whole extent of my 

4c adverfities j perhaps, if you had been here, 

46 you might have retrieved my difgrace ; but it 

is, now y beyond the pojfbility of a remedyy 

I “ and 
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and my only wife is that the great Difpenfer 

e< of affliction would enable me to Jubmit to it.** 

Perceiving that I iuppofed his daughter to be 

dead, 4C no** (added he) “ the miferable Leo- 

6C nora Jiill lives, and may probably, linger 

44 longy on this fide of the grave, a victim to a 

difordefy which it is ifnpofflble to think of 

ét without horror.** Unwilling to continue fo 

painful a iubjed, I took my leave, and went 

to dine wuh a lady, from whom I was fure of 

hearing every particular relative to this affair. 

Her accounts, confirmed by the reports of 

others, left me no room to doubt that Leonora 

was a Metromaniac of the laft degree. Se¬ 

veral gentlemen of the neighbourhood had, 

with difficulty, efcaped from her, during the 

fits of her furor : the two domeftics appointed 

to watch her were not always lufficiently 

ftrong, or perhaps, not fufficiently vigilant to 

detain her within doors. During fome of her 

elopements, fhe, for fuch a length of time, 

avoided their purfuits, that it was apprehend¬ 

ed that ffie had thrown herfelf into one of the 

ponds, of which there were lèverai in differ¬ 

ent parts of the efface. As yet, her father 

had been defired in vain to put her under 

dole confinement. Leonora, whole beauty 

had 
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had been the delight and admiration of the 

whole country, was, now, become the terror 

of it; at length, her father was conftrained 

by the mod: dreadful neceffity, to conduct 

her, himfelf, to Tours, and place her in a 

community, which I fhall not name, as it 

would be difficult to mention it without in¬ 

dignation. Although his fortune was limit¬ 

ed, he had, neverthelefs, fubmitted to con- 

fiderable charges, extorted by thefe religious 

fillers, under a promife of bellowing on this 

unhappy maniac, that care, and tendernefs, 

for which her anxious parent fo affectionately 

pleaded. No affurances were fpared to pre¬ 

vail on him to augment her penfion. But 

the rule, in thefe houfes, impenetrable to hu¬ 

manity, is to make exorbitant demands, yet 

never to vary their undiftinguifhing treat¬ 

ment of the patients *, a treatment which in¬ 

flames their furor, and fo increafes all their 

accidents, that, being at length totally ex- 

haufted, they fink into an irrecoverable im- 

becillity. 

In my different journeys through the pro¬ 

vince, I had always been received by Leonora 

with that politenefs, which is fo flattering to 

a itranger. I can fcarcely deferibe the ob- 

I 2 liging 
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liging attention which (he was pie a fed to fhew 

me, vleft it might, now, feem to redound to 

her difgrace. The elegance of her figure, 

the brilliancy of her eyes, the regularity of 

her features, and the wholefome bloom of 

her complexion, were revived in my remem¬ 

brance -, I was penetrated with the deeped 

concern, when I confidered thofe difgufting 

alterations, to which this malady had reduced 

a form that once infpired love and awe. 

As fome bufinefs of confequence made it 

necefifary for me to day in the country, longer 

than ufual, I determined to undertake the 

cure of Leonora j it was, indeed, humanity 

which impelled me to this refolution, rather 

than any other motive, however felflove 

might have prefemed to my imagination fome 

flattering ideas of the celebrity to be acquired 

by fuccefs. I immediately waited on the fa¬ 

ther, and imparted to him my defign. “Tour 

“ daughter” (laid I) “ is only in her twenty- 

“ fécond year. What refources are there Jlill in 

cc nature ! would it not argue the mofl criminal 

cc barbarity, were we to negleft fearching into 

“ all the fecrets of the medical art, for means to 

“ recover her ? 'perhaps, we yet have time for 

cC this proceeding. At her age, there may be 

cc principles 



c principles capable of an ajjimilaticn with tbofe 

4 remedies calculated to eftablifh the animal, or 

4 at leaft to repair the moft ejfential harmony” 

.“Jh!” (replied this unhappy father) 

4 hew is it pofftble to oppofeyour zeal? but, 

4 permit me to obferve to you, that this diforder 

4 is werje than ever. The laft intelligence which 

4 I have received, drives me to defpair \ if you 

4 knew all which I have done, and all which I 

4 am /till doing, you would be fenjible that an 

4 application to remedies, fo far from relieving, 

4 ferves only to exafperate the diforder”. . .44Do 

4 not imagine” (I anfvvered) 44 that I arrogate 

4 to myfelf the merit of fuperior abilities \ but 

4 fomething tells me that we Jhould, each of us, 

4 deferve the moft fevere reproaches, were we to 

4 abandon this mijerable creature. The certain- 

4 /y that floe never can be cured, the com- 

4 munity where fhe is, /£* £0/>0 0/ recover- 

4 /«£ jhould we move her out of it, 

4 powerful incentives which bid us haften to her 

4 relief. B eft des, I will take upon me all the 

4 trouble, all the painful circumftances which 

4 tfztfjy attend this enter prize. I will go for her, 

4 will bring her to my own houfe, <2#^ 

4 continually prefent, to enforce the proper treat- 

4 0/ her diforder. Two men, ^0 

I 3 women- 
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<c wcmen-keeperSy who mufi relieve each other, 

^ Jhall be the only domejtics Juffered to enter the 

cc apartment, which I will occupy. Tcu Jhall be 

“ the foie perfon of the neighbourhood entrufted 

cc with the Jeer et. Should we fucceed, your ten- 

6C dernefs^ and my zeal will be highly applauded -, 

cc if, on the contrary, after all our endeavours, 

“ the malady jhould continue, we Jhall at leaf; 

“ avoid cenfure, as having recurred to the fame 

<c methods, which are now adopted for the 

cc amendment of her fituation 

A propofal intended to remove all obftacles 

was not to be rejected. The means of ex¬ 

ecuting our projedt were, therefore, foon de¬ 

termined on. In two days afterwards I de¬ 

parted, at a very early hour, for 'Tours, and 

arrived there at night. The next morning I 

waited on the Grand-Vicar, with whom I had 

been particularly acquainted, at Paris. I in¬ 

formed him of'the motives for my journey, 

and defired that, under the fandtion of his 

authority, we might be immediately intro¬ 

duced into the inner apartments of the houfe, 

without allowing time for the lead alteration 

of their uiual methods of proceeding, as it 

was of the greateft importance, that, from a 

view of their actual treatment of Leonora, I 

v might 



might be able to form a judgement of their 

confiant behaviour to her. I could not have 

applied to any one fo properly, as to the 

Grand-Vicar, who was the Superior of the 

houfe. My requeft being granted, we di~ 

redlly went thither ; and the Grand-Vicar, 

after having converfed with the lady-ahhefs on 

indifferent fubjeéls, told her that he mud 

immediately attend me to the interior rooms 

of the houfe. She reprefented the dangers 

to which we mud be expofed, were the Jifters 

not to have time allowed for the removal of 

the mod furious maniacs ; and that fuch as 

might, at the firft view, appear the quieted» 

were liable to affume, in a moment, the mod 

frantic, and alarming difpofition f but he re¬ 

moved this difficulty, by faying that they 

might be all reduced to good order, in our 

prefence; and then commanded the doors to 

be thrown open. 

I (hall not attempt to defcribe the horror, 

with which 1 was feized at my entrance into 

this houfe, the abode of lunacy, of guilt, and 

of defpair. My refpecfable conductor had, 

in a whifper, defired the lady-abbefs to make 

him a fign, on our approach to the cell of 

Leonora. He had previomly agreed with me, 

- I 4 that 
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that fhe fhould be given up *, 1 was unwilling 

that, during this firft vilit, it fhould be fuf- 

pefted that 1 was at all interefted in her 

releafe. 

Draw near, ye miferable young women ! 

and curfe the hour in which your weak, un¬ 

guarded hearts indulged the impulfe of abo¬ 

minable pallions. Attend ! and, if it be 

poflible, do not fhudder, at the picture which 

I place before you 1 

O too hideous, too alarming fpedtacle! 

Thou art, Thou always wilt be prefent to 

my fight ! by 1 hee, my memory is now af¬ 

frighted ! and can This be the two unfortu- 

nate Leonora ? is This the form of late fo 

beauteous, and beloved ? was This the Fair 

whofe mind, whofe grace, whole elegance 

iiirprifed and charmed us all ? O lamentable 

fate! at which not all her fex alone, but all 

Humanity muft tremble ! O barbarous def- 

tiny ! how incredible a metamorphofls haft 

thou effected !... .What funk, and haggard 

eyes! how livid is that fkin ! how flagging, 

and difcoloured are thofe cheeks ! how blue, 

and falling are thofe lips ! how fetid is the 

foam, how black and rotten are the teeth with¬ 

in that mouth ! how fhapelefs is that bent, 

emâciated 

' / 
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emaciated body ! All, All is horrible. And 

is it poflible to think that thefe were, once, 

the refidence of every charm ? this hair which 

art and nature formerly difpofed in flowing 

ringlets, hangs in matted clots, whilft dirt 

and ordure fill the place of fragrant powders, 

and perfumed pomatums. The fnowy hands 
* 

which gracefully adorned this wretched being, 

are covered, now', with excrements, and take 

them as the pake and paint that once were 

ufed as ornaments to beauty. O fatal airs of 

wantonnels, and love ! to what a toil are ye 

come at laft !.Hither, to this manfion 

of infamy, and horror, have ye driven the 

mofl unfortunate of her fex ! and mufl ye 

perfecute her, in the dungeon ? have ye (hatch¬ 

ed her from the bofom of her parents, from 

the convivial feftivity of the table, from in¬ 

nocent and refrefhing fleep, from brilliant and 

amiable focieties, and from endearing hope, 

only to prove her fhame, her doom, her ex¬ 

ecutioners. O Thou lafcivious defire! Thou 
* » • 
truly infernal pafflon ! Thou art more in¬ 

human than thefe keepers who perpetually 

beat her*, Thou art more horrible than this 

dark, and filthy cell ; Thou art viler than 

this naufeous food which they have fet before 

her ; 
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ber; Thou art a thoufand times more impure 

than this rotten, and infectious ft raw which 

is her only bed. Barbarian ! is this the plea- 

lure which thou didft promile her ? too mi- 

ferable Leonora ! and is it here, thy joys, thy 

luxuries muft end i O, may thy example 

prove a leftbn to the perpetrators of thy 

guilt! may thy melancholy and wafted image 

convert the burning drops of blood which 

trickle through their veins, into fuch cakes 

of ice, as muft refill the fierceft flame of un- 

appealed deft re. 

I feel it difficult to exprefs the aftonifhment 

and concern which took full poffeffton of all 

.the powers of my mind. I intreated the 

Grand-Vicar to permit me to decline his in¬ 

vitation to dinner, and quitted him with a 

promife of returning in the evening, to fettle 

the account with the lady-abbefs, and adjuft 

the means of preparing Leonora for her de¬ 

parture. In the interim, he hired two ftrong 

young men, and two women, anfwerable to 

my defcription, and having bargained with 

the laft for fix months, ordered them all to 

attend him, to me. I had obferved, when 

we entered the cell in which this wretched 

creature was confined, that fne ran, as if for 

fafety. 
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fafety, into a corner of it, and, there, fat 

fquatting, during the whole Hay of one of the 

fifiers \ neither did I forget that fhe fcreamed 

violently, on any attempt to pull her nearer 

to us, and conftantly endeavoured to refill. 

When I informed the lady-abbefs that I had 

received orders to take away Leonora, fhe told 

me that it was at my option, but that the en- 

terprize feemed, in her opinion, impracti¬ 

cable, unlefs Die were to be chained in an 

open cart, and that even then her fhocking 

cries mull be extremely troublefome, and 

productive of much abufe, and fcandal on 

the road. 

I anfwered that I had endeavoured to pro¬ 

vide againlt every inconvenience ; that I 

fhould not, on any account,- content to her 

being chained, as I had contrived a gentler, 

and more decent expedient, which I fhould 

put into praCtice the next day ; that the me¬ 

thod to be purfued during the fits of her 

furor did not appear quite fo eafy, but that I 

fhould, notwithllanding, attempt to calm 

them -, and that my only requell was, that 

orders might be given to make her ready for 

the journey, by three o’clock, the next morn¬ 

ing, and to be very careful as to the clean- 

line fs 
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linefs of her perfon, and linnen. I, that, 

evening adminiftered to her an ernulfion, (ac¬ 

cording to thz formula, Number X.)and then 

having returned a thoufand thanks to the 

Grand-Vicar, retired to my inn. 

The carriage being ready (as I had defired) 

in the morning, I went to the houfe, at the 

appointed hour, and found Leonora, very 

neatly dreffed, and guarded by the fillers in 

the hall. I immediately entered it, alone, 

and acknowledged that they had done even 

more than I had required. In fhort, I en¬ 

treated them to (trip her of all her cloaths, 

except her fhift, but previous to their in- 

creafing her uneafmefs by this ceremony, I 

told them to give her the emulfion, as before, 

in which attempt, they, with great difficulty, 

fucceeded. They then began to undrefs her; 

and this operation was not performed without 

a very (hacking degree of violence. 

I ordered them to fwathe her with a broad 

bandage of ftrong cloth, by which her arms 

were pinioned down to her fides. During 

this performance, which was executed with 

great dexterity, Ihe was fo incenfed as to foam 

at the mouth with rage -, but force was not to 

be refilled, Her keepers placed her in the 
i \ 

carriage. 
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carriage, where it was not difficult to confine 

her; but her fhrieks, and the gnafhing of her 

teeth were fhocking, nor ever interrupted, ex¬ 

cept when fhe attempted to bite, or to fpit in 

the faces of the attendants. The carriage 

proceeded at a very quick pace, and I, who 

followed on horfeback, had time to give 

myfelf up to comfortlefs reflexions on the 

uncertainty of extricating my patient from 

this dreadful fituation. At dinner time, being 

put to bed, fhe flept about half an hour, but 

could not be prevailed on to take any thing. I 

was defirous of trying whether, by reftoring 

to her, the ufe of her hands, fhe might not 

become more tradable, and willing to accept 

what was offered to her. This, indeed, fuc- 

ceeded, yet not without endeavours on her 

fide, to pinch her keepers, who were, after¬ 

wards, greatly troubled to bind her, as in the 

morning. 

We continued our journey, and after having 

experienced all the frantic violence of her 

diforder, arrived at my country houfe by 

night. I ordered her to be carried immedi¬ 

ately to her apartment, where I found that 

every preparation had been made, exactly 

according to my directions. 
As 
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As all the particulars relative to the treat¬ 

ment of my patient may ferve as rules in a 

fimilar cafe, I flatter myfelf that the reader 

would be mofe inclined to forgive me for 

being tedious, than for omitting the mod 

trifling circumftances. 

The bed ran on caftors, and was made of 

ttrong, and very thick oak ; a pillar was 

placed at each angle, and alio a pillar in each 

middle, forming, in the whole, eight pillars. 

The inner part of the bed, which was fhaped 

like a box, and mealured flx feet, by two 

feet, and a half, was Huffed with hair. At 

the bottom, were girths, which might be 

taken away at pleafure. She was not allowed 

either a feather bed, or a mattrals, but only 

an oaten-chaff ticking*, a Angle fheet carefully 

fattened at the end, and Aides of the bed, by 

ttraps, and buckles, is fufficienr. No other 

coverlet, nor any different method of lying 

can be neceflary, until the patient (hall have 

been reftored to a certain degree of amend¬ 

ment. . Late as it was, I, on my arrival, or¬ 

dered a bath to be prepared, in which the 

patient was obliged to remain an hour. When 

flie came out, and had been wiped dry, a 

large plate-full of rice was offered to her, 

which 
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which Pne greedily devoured. She. was after¬ 

wards put fwathed to bed, and attended ohly 

by one man, who was directed not to punifh 

her, when fhe attempted to bite, or fhriek 

out, any otherwife than by throwing a glafs 

of cold water in her face. 

The next day, fhe was blooded four times, 

to the quantity of fix ounces, obferving the 

diftance of three hours from one bleeding, to 

another. Between each bleeding, I ordered 

her to take a clear broth, made of milk, and 

barley-hour, in each of which half an ounce 

of the fyrop of poppies had been infufed. 

I began this cure on the twelfth of May 

in the year 1761. On the thirteenth, for the 

firft time, I made her take the quintessence, 

in the formula, Number V. putting fifteen 

drops in a broth, compofed of veal, the. 

quarter of a lean fowl, and all the affuaging 

herbs, (fee the formula, Number XI.) after 

ufing the bath for an hour, and having had 

the head pumped on. At five o’clock, fhe 

again bathed, as before, and went through 

the fame pumping. Her dinner was milk- 

pottage. If fhe was thirfly, in the day time, 

flie drank only clarified whey ; two hours 

before the bath, fhe took a broth of barley* 

dour; 
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Hour ; and at fix o’clock, at coming from the 

bath, and the pumping, a plentiful milk- 

loup, and about ten o’clock, the broth as 

above, mixed with an ounce of the fyrup of 

white poppies. 

I obliged her to obferve this regimen, and 

follow thefe remedies during the remainder 

of the month of May, and all June. 

It mull be remarked, firft, that Ihe was 

always fo fwathed in the night, that Ihe could 

not pofiibly apply her hands to the parts. 

Secondly, that, during the day time, the wo¬ 

men watched her, not only when lire was in 

bed, but when in the bath, fo narrowly, as 

to prevent her from feizing the lead oppor¬ 

tunity of indulging in any obfcenities. Third¬ 

ly, that whenever Ihe offered to be guilty of 

them, fne was no otherwife punifhed than 

by having water thrown in her face j or, at 

the moft, by a pretended preparation for im¬ 

mediately fwathing her. Fourthly, that be¬ 

fore her entry into the bath, inje&ions were 

introduced into the vagina, and care taken 

that fhe Ihould preferve them. (See the for- 

tnula, Number XII.) Fifthly, that fhe wore, 

night and day, over the reins, a plate of lead, 

which was fufficiently thin 5 and over all the 

parts 
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parts a very thick flannel continually moiften- 

ed with emollient waters. (See the formula. 

Number XIII.) I betook myfelf during this 

whole time to the application of remedies for 

the particular vices of the organical parts ; 

I thought it proper to reft fatisfied with hav¬ 

ing recured to thefe general palliatives capable 

of foftening the fait and muriatic conftituti- 

on of the blood, and, of courfe, of correcting 

the vice in the lymph, which is near to thefe 

parts. It will fcarcely be credited, that, not- 

withftanding this regimen, and the admini- 

ftration of fuch anodynes, no alteration fhould 

have been wrought in the patient. The fame 

furor, the fame running, (though, indeed, 

fomewhat lefs fetid) the fame jaundice, and 

the fame ftiffnefs of the fkin ftill prevailed. 

On the firft of July, I, however, began to 

employ remedies which were rather more 

tonical. It was, on this account, that with¬ 

out interrupting the order of thofe remedies 

which I had, hitherto, applied, and without 

changing any part of the regimen, I infufed, 

into the broth for night, fifteen drops of the 

anodyne tincture, according to the formula. 

Number XIV, inftead of the fyrnp of pop¬ 

pies*, and I, alfo, put into the broth for the 

K morning, 
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morning, four grains of the aurumvittC, (the 

preparation of which hath long been, and 

ftill is to many perfons, a rare fecret) inflead 

of the diaphoretic quinteilence : (fee the for¬ 

mula, Number XV.) I, neverthelefs, thought 

it my duty to attend more effentially to the 

accidents of the parts. 

Thefe accidents were a confiderable elon¬ 

gation of the clitoris, attended with tetters, 

and an abfcefs in the matrix, the malignity 

of which was but too apparent from the 

acrimony, and fetidnefs of the matter which 

ran from it ; the nofe was painful, and ha* 

bitually inflamed, fometimes more, and fome- 

times lefs. 

The elongation, or turgefcency of the cli¬ 

toris was a little diminifhed ; the tetters Teem¬ 

ed to, have loft their acrimony, and I had 

reafon to imagine that the fame embrocations 

might, in length of time, entirely cure them; 

but I attended more lerioufly to the running, 

which gave me room to fufpect an open ulcer 

in the cavity of the matrix, I therefore order¬ 

ed the introdu&ion of the injection according 

to the formula, Number XVI. At the end 

of a month, namely, towards the fixth of 

Auguft, I had the fatisfadlion of obferving 

that 



NYMPHOMANIA. 147 

that my patient was become more tranquil ; 

the ravings of her imagination were lefs fre¬ 

quent, and her oppofition to remedies lefs 

violent, whilft Hie retrained her lafcivious 

motions, at the very Hrft threat. 

The colour and odour of the running was, 

now, more laudable -, the nofe was, indeed, 

fomewhat painful, but not inflamed. In 

fhort, I perceived the falutary effects of my 

remedies, although as yet I could not entertain 

the mod diftant hope of accomplifhing an 

abfolute cure. Yet the jaundice which gra¬ 

dually difappeared, informed me of a total 

revolution in the machine. I made an al¬ 

teration in the injedions, and direéled that they 

fhould be adminiftered according to the for¬ 

mula^ Number XVII. This was repeated 

after the bathing. I, befldes, continued the 

regimen, and the remedies. I had, hitherto, 

prevented the father from indulging his in¬ 

clinations, by a vifit to Leonora. When I 

aflured him that I difcovered a confiderable 

amendment in her fltuation, he remarked 

that his prefence would, probably, occafion 

fome fenfation, the eflefts of which might be 

ferviceable. She had, as yet, only feen her 

keepers and me. When I mentioned her 

K 2 father 
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father to her, Aie appeared to fall, like any 

reafonable perfon, into a deep thought, from 

which file did not recover, until after the 

expiration of lbme minutes. I concluded 

from it that the image of a man fo dear to 

her was floating in her ideas, and that, con*- 

fequently, the fibres of the brain, might, by 

degrees, refume their natural tone. On the 

laft day of Augufi:, which was almofl four 

months after the firft ufe of the remedies, I 

introduced the father into the apartment of 

Leonora. 

I had prevailed on him to refill: thofe 

emotions of tendernefs which occafion tears, 

as circumftances which make too lively an 

impreffion are, in this fituation, dangerous. 

1 had given the daughter notice of his arrival, 

in order to afiilt her to collect her lcattered 

ideas. As was always the cafe, whenfoever 

1 fpoke to her, fhe made me no manner of 

anlwer. T he father was not more fortunate. 
i » ■ • 

She furveyed him with a fixed eye, fighed, 

and then turned afide, as if to avoid an ob¬ 

ject which it was fatiguing to look at any 

longer. I did not expedt fo tranquil an inter¬ 

view, and thought it improper that it fhould 

continue. I even advifed the father to pay 

her 
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her but few, and diort vifits, and then to 

refrain from the manifeftation of any feelings 

which might either tire, or difturb her. “The 

ii return of the fibres” ( faid I) cc to their exatd 

cc tones, mufi abjolutely be accomplifhed, before 

“ Jhe poffibly can recollect you. "This will be a 

“ work of time. By endeavouring to accelerate 

“ ;/j progrefs, wf fhould but retard it. Let us 

“ patiently hope that the proper remedies may 

ct hereafter introduce that perfeff accord, which 

“ /<? ^ full knowledge of you. 

<c This is a mathematical pointy the difiance of 

“ which we are ignorant of y 

Notwithftanding her apparent infenfibility, 

I, from this moment, talked to her, every 

day, concerning her father, and her former 

female acquaintances. I mentioned to her the 

country, her walks, and excurfions, and, in 

fhort, every circumftance which I imagined 

(he might the mod: eafily retrace in her me¬ 

mory. I ftill continued to lpeak to her, yet 

fhe obdinately remained filent, not giving 

any kind of anfwer, either to me, or to her 

father, whom die always furveyed with the 

fame aftonidiment. 

I mud: confels that this ftubborn taciturnity 

difconcerted me the more, as I perceived that 

K 3 in 
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in all other refpedls, fhe recovered at a great 

rate, for, by the end of September, the ulcer 

of the matrix appeared cicatrifed, the tur- 

gefcency of the clitoris was no longer obferv- 

ed, the tetters were abfolutely healed, and, 

for fome days pad, her a&ions had been free 

from the leaft obfcenity. She was obliging 

to her keepers, and took the different re¬ 

medies with the utmofl willingnefs. It was, 

now, more than a fortnight, fince fhe had 

worn any bandage. 

It was thought fufficient to wrap the parts 

in a foaked flannel, which was pafied four 

times round the waift, and defcended to the 

middle of the thigh. On this day, the ban¬ 

dage was railed higher, that fhe might walk 

with more eaie, acrofs the apartment, which 

fhe did, a little, and with a very reafonable, 

but extremely melancholy air. She, now, re¬ 

ceived me with that diftinguilhed decency, 

and good manners, which proved the order 

of her ideas. I was, by this time, fully 

perluaded that two circurnflanc.es alone re¬ 

tarded the full recovery of my patient. 

Firft, the fhame which fhe felt at the 

thoughts of appearing again in the province^ 

might, poflibly, keep the fibres in an ob- 

, • - ' flinate 
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flinate tenfion. Secondly, the difagre'eàble 

ideas produced by this Shame, might alfo 

occafion a profound melancholy. But Î have 

fmce discovered, from her own confcffiori, 

that I was miflaken. On the twemy-fecond 

of October, one of her women came running 

towards me, and cried out, 44 come, fir, this 

44 very inftant ! mademoiselle who bas been in 

44 a deep fieep, during the whole nighty is juft 

44 now awake *, after having fixed her eyes on my 

41 companion aud me, fke enquired who we were. 

44 IVe anjwered, that by orders fir cm her father 

44 and you, we attended her to relieve her during 

44 her di[order. On her afidng us where floe wa$ ? 
V 4 . 

14 we replied, at the houfe of an intimate friend 

41 of her father, and that, if flee choft it, wê 
* * 

44 would call him.” I ran with inexprefîibl'é 

joy to her apartment. She received me with 

that cold and languishing air which hàd been 

always vifible during the calmed periods of 

her diforder, and defired me to fend to her 

father, to remove her, as She was now un¬ 

willing to give me any trouble. I immedi¬ 

ately dilpatched a mcffenger to inform him 

of this happy news. It was not long before 

he waited on Leonora, who did not receive 

him with much more tendernefs than die had 

K 4 * fliewn 



NYMPHOMANIA. 

lhewn to me. When his embraces had been 

returned with a refpedtful moderation, ihe 

Paid; UJ awake, my father! from a tedious, and 

cc fatiguing dream, during which I muft, cer- 

“ tainly, have been guilty of many criminal ex- 

44 travagancies, ^ you never could have 

44 removed me from your prefence. If I have 

44 any influence over your tender nefs, let me pre- 

iC vail on you to take me to your own houfe, 

44 I may again enjoy thofe pleafmg privileges, 

44 which, there^ you always granted me. May 

44 i intreat that no one may have accefs to 

44 excepting this gentleman” (pointing to 

me) “and Mademoifelle de Beaudeduit, whom 

44 lwifto to retain. Her fervices muft be, on 

44 every occafion, agreeable to me. She is the 

44 only one of my attendants, during my 

44 miferable dream, did not violently difturb, tf/zi 

46 my imaginationIt is not eaiy to do 

juftice to the language and feelings of this 

excellent father. He promifed to comply 

with every part of her requeft, and 1, in my 

turn, carefully avoided the leaf; objection to 

it. It was determined that we Ihould remain 

that day at my houfe, and, at night, repair to 

the caftle of Monfieur de.. . where I 

refided 
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refided a month, and fcarcely quitted it, for a 

moment. 
■ » k 

Leonora hath, during a long time, adhered 

to the regimen which I prefcribed for her, 

eating only white meats, and drinking nothing 

except milk, and clarified whey. She hath 

flept, for a great while, on a fingle hair¬ 

ticking. Her father alio cautioufly felected 

her vifitors from amongll thofe who were at 

once the moil lively, and the moll vertuous. 

She is, now, married to an amiable youth, 

who is pafllonately attached to her, and per¬ 

ceives with rapture, that her beauty and dis¬ 

cretion is the fubjetft of the whole province. 

I have nothing farther to add concerning 

the remedies and conduct which were purfued 

on this, and which will ferve for every fimilar 

occafion. They who cannot be cured, may, 

thus, at leall, be relieved -, they may be 

enabled to wait for death with a more dimi- 

nifhed degree of horror and defpair. 

I mull anxioufiy recommend to the parents, 

in whofe families thefe misfortunes may a rife, 

a refolution flridly to obferve that their 

children take, in their prefence, or the pre- 

lence of an experienced phyfician, the re¬ 

medies which he prefcribes for them \ and 

not 

✓ 
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not to fend thefe miferable objedts to mad- 

houfes, until every method (hall have been 

tried for their relief, and until the expence 

of keeping them becomes abfoluteiy info im¬ 
portable. Let me alfo advile them never to 

permit their daughters to contradt the flighted: 

familiarity with fervants of either fex. 

Such parents as can afford to allow them 

governeffes, fliould chufe one of rather an 

advanced age* and of an irreproachable pu¬ 

rity of morals. 

If, in fpite of all their vigilance, their 

young hearts fhould be unworthily engaged, 

or rather, if the bad 'counlels of fome com¬ 

panion fhould have inflamed the imagination 

with lafcivious ideas, let parents a-bftain from 

a barbarous feverity, and thole bitter reproach¬ 

es, which, adting contrary to their defign* 

cah never reduce the mind to order, and obe¬ 

dience. It is to calm moderation, to found 

fenfe, and to cool refolution, that they muft 

inftantly apply -, and thefe will teach them to 

employ thole means which we have already 

enforced, in our remarks on the fécond ftage, 

and the third degree of the nrfl Paste of this, 

difcrder. 
r 

And 

v. 
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And ye miftrefles of boarding lchools ! who 

turn the vertuous modes of education into 

a fordid, vile, and mercenary trade, refled 

with horror on your guilt, when you com¬ 

mit the care of pupils to thofe under-teachers, 

whom you have chofen, from a principle of 

defpicable intereft, out of the meaneft dregs 

of the people, or, at leafl, from the bofotn 

of that mifery which too generally proceeds 

from wantonnefs, and indifcretion. I fhall 

conclude this work with fome obfervations on 

the imagination. I flatter myfelf that they 

will not prove abfolutely ufelefs, and that 

Phyflcians, Parents, and even the Sex will 
*-* * 

difcover in them opinions and moral re¬ 

flexions, drawn from nature, and fupported 

by real examples. 

O B- 

/ 
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OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE 

IMAGINATION, 

As connefted with the 

NYMPHOMANIA. 

VV ITHOUT entering into a metaphy- 

fical difiertation concerning this interefting 

portion of the human mind, I fhall confine 

myfelf, with all poffible clearness, and pre" 

cifion, to fuch remarks as are proper, and 

necefifary to my fubjedh 

One of the principal points to which a 

phyfician ought to attach himfelf, is the ftudy 

of the effedls of the imagination, in the 

diforders which occur to him, in the courfe 

of his practice. A negledtof this important 

bufinefs muft either involve us in miftakes, 

or plunge us into a total ignorance of the 

real caufes of particular complaints. 

The knowledge of interior, and exterior 

phyfical fymptoms, fo abfolutely necefiary on 

ail 
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all occafions, is, unfortunately, too limited, 

and the moft learned phyfician may, in this 

refpedl, prove likely to be embarraffed, and 

even err daily in giving his opinion, and 

prefcribing the condudl to be puriued. 

The imagination is a mirror that reprefents 

the objects, by which man is affedled, and 

thrown into adlion. The glafs of this mirror 

varies in its compofition like all the organs j 

it owes its allufions to nature, and to preju¬ 

dices -, thefe are the canvas on which it works. 

Nature fupplies it with the firft objedls, and 

the inclinations on which the conftitution de¬ 

termines. This glafs enlarges, diminifhes, 

multiplies, or renders the objedls fuch as they 

arc, according to its degree of perfedlion. 

Although the firft objedls which prefent 

themfelves in this mirror are onlv carried ' 
« * 

thither by the aftiftance of the fenfes, yet the 

imagination produces from it an infinite num¬ 

ber of objedls fabricated from companions, 

and relations ; and thefe objedls want nothing 

but probability to give them exiftence. 

It is the imagination which is almoft con- 

flantly the principle, or the mother of the 

greater part of the pallions, and of their ex¬ 

celles s for without the imagination, man 

would 
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would have but few determined palpons. He 

might, indeed, drink, eat, exercile all his 

fenfes, and fatisfy all his wants, to an excefs -, 

but thefe could only be actual pleafures, and 

fuch as had not been combined, fince he 

would enjoy indifferently whatfoever objects 

iliould prefent themfelves, without having 

any other decided inclinations, except thole 

which might be procured for him, either by 

habitude, or by occafion. 

The imagination may be confidcred as the 

ehief-minifter of felf-love; it follows the im- 

preffion-of the conftitution j always acquaint¬ 

ed with its inclinations, it endeavours to ex¬ 

aggerate, and to affift them. The inclinations 

are conveyed in their fimple, and natural 

flate, by the fenfes, to the imagination which 

refines, increafes, guides, and fixes them. 

It is the imagination which prefents to the 

glutton, a picture of the pleafures of the 

table, and of the exquifite favour of fuch, 

or fuch a difh ; it is the imagination which 

directs him in the fearch of, and even the in¬ 

vention of luxurious feafoning for his dainties *, 

the imagination augments his paffion for high- 

living, and makes, him facrifice every thing 

to indulge in its the imagination, in fhort, 

procures 
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procures for him, that delicious and antici¬ 

pated relifh which renders his real repaft more 

exquifite, and voluptuous. 

Yet the illufions, and the force of the 

imagination over the paillons are not always 

equal, and the fame j love is one of thofe 

pallions on which it labours moll ^ and, here, 

it may be faid to wind the conllitution up, 

above its natural powers •, a fingle (park is, 

here, fufficient to make the fire blaze imme- 
\ 

diately ; or, under contrary circumllances, 

the imagination reprefies, and confines the 

flame, and force, with which nature may 

have endued the fame temperament. 

In the firlt cafe, the phyfician ought to 

pofiefs fufficient penetration to unravel the 

real caufes of the diforder, when the fiighteft 
»... » % 

fymptoms, or the fiighteft fufpicions induce 

him to believe that it may proceed from 

thence. 

In the fécond cafe, the phyfician ffiould 

be too fagacious not to difcover, in this very 

imagination, a part of the remedies proper 

for the cure of his patient. There is no 

occafion on which it may be afierted with 

more juftice, contraria contrariis cur ant ur. 

This 
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This point is, particularly, of the utmoft 

importance in the diibrder, of which we are, 

now, treating ; for, there are cafes which will 

admit of a cure from a fimple attention to the 

imagination -, but there are no cafes (or, at 

lead, fcarcely any) in which phyfical reme¬ 

dies can alone effedt a radical cure. There is 

no conftitution without a germ of this natural 

and generative fire, unlefs fome vice, or fome 

accident contrary to the order of nature, 

fhould have excluded it -, and this cannot 

be a cafe in any manner relative to the Nym- 

fhomania. 

The laws of fociety are public wants, to 

which it was necefiary to facrihce feveral par¬ 

ticular wants ; they eftabiifh remedies, and 

prefervatives, which it was requifue to devife, 

in order to repair the real evils which might 

deflroy, or trouble the advantageous, and 

even necelfary order which exifts. It is thus, 

that the privileges and limits fuitable to each 

fex were eflablifhed. The prefent modes of 

polite education proceed from this principle, 

and are fubmhted to thefe remedies. Hence 

it happens that our young ladies are brought 

up in a reftraint, and decency, which fre- 

quently are capable of irritating their pallions, 

of 
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of caufing a revolution, and diforder in the 

phyfical fyftem of their nature, and of ren¬ 

dering them the victims of the public good, 

whenfoever a conftitution inflamed by nature, 

or by the imagination, occaflons thefe ac¬ 

cidents. 

It is for this reafon, that humanity cannot 

be too anxioufly engaged in procuring re¬ 

medies for fuch an inconvenience. It ought 

to be the particular obje<5t of the faculty to 

extend, and improve their knowledge of thefe 

unfortunate and dangerous diforders; it is 

equally difficult either to difcover that they 

exift, or afterwards to prefcribe for them, 

whilfl: the prejudices of education make it 

ffiameful to confefs that they are felt. The 

parents fhould be the firfl: to offer their affift- 

ance to the phyflcians. It is a duty exacted 
i 

from them, not only by the tender ties of 

affinity, but by a proper regard to their own 

honour; they, alfo, muft fhare in the difgrace 

which will refult from the dreadful confe- 

quences of this diforder. Let us, now, take 

a nearer view of the effe&s of the imagination. 

The attachment of one fex to the other 

fex arifes from a want as natural as it is diffi¬ 

cult to fupprefs. There are no moral means 

L which 
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which can impofe filence on nature. The 

ignorance in which young perlons are edu¬ 

cated, may, perhaps, render this call of na¬ 

ture, in fome mealure, unintelligible, but 

will not prevent it from being beared. Thofe 

mylterious concealments, which yet cannot 

efcape her notice, too violently excite the 

imagination of the young female, to fuffer it 

to remain idle. What Ihe perceives without 

being able to unfold the reafons of it, what 

fhe hears without abfolutelv underftanding it, 

all, in fhort, irritates, and inflames her ideas; 

whilft this germ of natural and phyfical fire 

receives ftrength from her imagination, and 

increafe from a fuperabundant nourilhment, 

and a blind intelligence ; then, the conlti- 

tution, fcarcely formed, feels real wants, 

which, although unknown, are capable of 

occafioning a dangerous devaluation in thofe 

parts which are the feat of thefe wants. All 

this, a lively imagination may efîeél, of its 

own accord, and without the afliltance of any 

knowledge, • except that which nature hath 

imparted. It is at this period that the phyfi- 

cian, whole prudence and fagacity have ena¬ 

bled him to difcover this fituation, fhould 

avail himfelf of every advantage, which he 

hath 
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hath the power of purfuing. We will now 

pals on to more critical fubje&s. 

It rarely happens that a girl reaches the age 

of puberty, without foon acquiring fuch an 

intelligence as is capable of leading her to the 

means of penetrating into the myderies of 

love. Her imagination induces her to im¬ 

prove every occafion of gratifying her curio- 

fity ; the words and a&ions which efcape 

from others in her prefence, the books which 

fall into her hands ; in fhorr, every thing 

favours her enquiries ; as her difcoveries in- 

creafe, fhe longs for farther information, and 

in the end, becomes a victim to the fiercenefs 

of de fire. 

Even the mod vertuoufly-educated, the 

mod carefully attended girl may always find 

opportunities of converfing with the young 

perfons of her fex. Such an intercourfe 

collects together their different knowledge. 

and ideas $ it procures materials for their ima¬ 

ginations to work upon with double power 

. and fuccefs. I have frequently lidened, un- 

feen, to the converfation of feveral girls, on 

this fubjeft; and had ample reafon to be 

convinced how impoffible it is to defcribe the 

L 2 vivacitv, 
*7 
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vivacity, and the fingular effets oi which 

the imagination is capable. 

How many girls are alfo liable to be cor- 

. rupted by fervants, or the faite friends of the 

houfe ? with what poifon do they not after¬ 

wards infedt their companions ? thefe are 

evils which cannot always be warded off, but 

it is necefiary that we fhould learn to forefee, 

and to diftinguifh them, as they are generally 

the fir ft principles, and the nourifhers of the 

diforder of which we treat. I have obferved 

fo many occurrences of this kind, that I can¬ 

not avoid relating one, which ftrikingly ex¬ 

emplifies the irrefiftable power of the ima¬ 

gination, the diforders which it may caufe, 

and the miftakes into which it may lead the 

faculty. 

A young lady, named Julia, wras born of 

rich and noble parents. Neither her educati¬ 

on, nor her talents had been negledted. It 

was the intention of her father to divide a very 

confiderable fortune between her, and an only 

fifter. Her beauty and accomplishments pro¬ 

cured her an admirer in every unmarried 

youth, who could a fib me the leaft pretenfions 

to addreis> her. Nature, indeed, feemed to 

have been too prodigal to her : her mind and 

tern- 

1 



NYMPHOMANIA. 165 

temperament were full of that vivacity which 

would have rendered her (till more agreeable, 

had fhe been lefs ungovernable, and lefs dan¬ 

gerous. Her heart was a compofition of ful- 

phur perpetually expofed to the flame of love 5 

it was a quinteflence of fire which ran through 

every vein. 

Scarcely had Julia reached her twelfth 

year, when (lie was fully fenfible of one great 

defign of her exiflence. Her imagination 

painted to her, in the moft agreeable colours, 

the rapturous fituation which fhe had a right 

to enjoy ; and her qualities, with which fhe 

was but too well acquainted, feemeti to pro- 

mife her that happinefs, of which fhe had 

conceived fo lively an idea. 

Her bofom-friend, and the interpreter of 

her ideas, was a young waiting-woman, named 

Berton, who, experienced in the arts of en¬ 

joyment, and initiated into the fecrets of 

Venus, could play her cards fo well, as to 

deceive, whenever it was necefiary. In the 

prefence of the mother, fhe was a vertuous 

Agnes \ with the daughter, the dear, volup¬ 

tuous procurefs of lalcivious pleafure ; and in 

the arms of lovers, an abfolute Mejfalina. It 

was thus, that feeming to oblige all, fhe dit 

L 3 charged 
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charged her different offices with a fuccefs, 

which was not, however, of long duration. 

Julia, without being fufpebted to have 

made fuch dangerous acquittions, ..became 

every day more knowing, whiift the powers 

and {eductions of her imagination were con¬ 

tinually increafing. At the light of young 

men,.with whofe faculties (he was already 

acquainted in theory, Hie felt thofe lively 

emotions which filled her heart with withes 

that (he longed to fatisfy. To what revoluti-, 

ons was (he fubjedted by the call of nature ! 

(he heared, (he felt, fhe underftood this call 

too well to difobey it. How different was the 

call to which her parents liftened ! intereil 

and honour fpoke to them ; intereft and 

honour retarded the natural afMance which 

the prefhng necefhties of Julia fo eagerly 

demanded. 

Although fhe was but thirteen, feveral 

füitors deüred her hand in marriage. Her 

parents pleaded that (he was too young, and 

in no hade to enquire for an hufbanJ, edeem¬ 

ed it mott prudent to wait till they fhould 

find a perfon worthy of her fortune, and 

her birth. 

Julia 
vr 
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Julia was, now, in the date defcribed in 

the didinftions of the Nymphomania, She 

was in the firft fituation, which I have termed 

the beginning. Reafon ftill remained in the full 

poffeffion of Ml her privileges. Vertue was fill 

capable of fixing a thoufand flings within her 

confidence. The lafcivioufnefs glowing within 

her imagination as yet was forced to ftrnggle 

againft thcfe mpreffions of modefty\ and honour, 

which excite a refolution to rife in oppofition to 

its malignity. 

Undoubtedly, if her imagination had been 

lefs lively, and lefs bulled, and if her tem¬ 

perament had been lefs violent. Hie might have 

enjoyed the power of attending with fuccefs 

to this reafoning : it is neither permitted, nor 

honorable that I jhould yield to fuch a fhameful 

pajflon. But Julia was not fo organized as to 

be able to overcome this unfortunate incli¬ 

nation. Her fibres were dil'ordered by conti¬ 

nual tendons -, her deep was didurbed by 

thofe lively impreflions which die had re¬ 

ceived, during the day time*, the delicate and 

exquifite meats on which fhe fed, only irri¬ 

tated and heated her conditution the more ; 

in fhort, the fatal abidance, and the dan¬ 

gerous converfation of Bert on were but too 

L 4 prevalent 
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prevalent over the powers of her imagi¬ 

nation. 

The farther Julia advanced in age, and in 

underftanding, the more was fhe beyond all 

patience at being deprived of an enjoyment, 

which appeared to her fo pleafing. The te¬ 

dious indifference with which her parents 

attended to the future alteration of her (late, 
i ' ' •* * 

was by fo much the more cruel, as fhe was 

without a remedy. Submiffion, (haine and 

modefty were enemies which fhe knew not 

how to attack. Scarcely could fhe fummon 
\ 

up fufficient refolution to difcover to Berton, a 

part of her defire. This painful fituation 

threw her into a vifible melancholy. Every 

circumftance fatigued and vexed her. She 

could not always reprefsher ill humour though 

in the prefence of her parents. Her feigned 

apologies for thefe improprieties prevented 

them from obferving the real caufes, and 

every remedy w’hich they applied was rather 

detrimental, than of fervice. 

Berton, who had more penetration, and who 

knew more than the reft of the family, was 

not to be fo deceived. A mercenary intereft 

which (be had in obliging her miftrefs, induced 

j^er to offer her afilftance, in her way. She, 

at 
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at firft, recommended patience, and enlarged 

on the anxious tendernefs, by which her fa¬ 

ther was guided in his endeavours to procure 

her happinefs *, fhe obferved that it was this 

tendernefs which as yet retarded thofe delight¬ 

ful moments prepared for her, by love, and 

pleafure-, and that the choice which he, un¬ 

doubtedly, would fhortly make, was deftined 

to reward her merit, and become the iource 

of happinefs, and rapture. 

Such language fcrved only to quicken her 

fenfibility, and inflame the violence of defire. 

Julia had too much reafon to apprehend that 

the moment of choofing was {till diftant. 

She knew the natural diftruft, and wavering 

rtfolutions of her parents; fhe law what ob- 

ftacles their avarice might throw in her way, 

and dreaded every difappointrnent, when fhe 

confidered that they were fo naturally averfe 

from relinquifhing any portion of their for¬ 

tune, that it muft be difficult to prevail on 

them fpeedily to fettle their daughters in the 

world. 

<c How cruel” (faid the unhappy Julia) 

iC are the prejudices, and how /hocking are the 

“ cuficms, to which the rich young women of 

6C faftoion muft continually he facrificed! can /, 

“ my 
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*44 Berton ! when, hour of my 

44 life, lam Jurrounded by a croud of ypung and 

44 charming lovers, whilfi I cherifh the ideas 

44 which thou haft given me of pie ajure, ftill wait 
* 

. 44 with patience for the moments which are fo far 

44 removed? muft tedious meafures, mcafures 

44 which too frequently are in a ft ate cf open war 

44 with nature, tf/zi which may, probably, 

4c laft, be ftill invariably purfued? is it 

44 pojftble that my parents can have entirely for- 

44 gotten the Jenfations of their younger days ? 

64 if this be tender nefs, why is it fo barbarous, 

44 and ill-concerted? what would my father fay, 

44 if preffed by violent hunger, he were to order 

44 to cook to provide a dinner, <2/zi if the cook 

44 îôœrtf to run immediately to the market, and, 

44 /to?, finding only common meat, to return 

44 home without any thing ; when my fa- 

44 ther, tired of waiting, fioould aft: the reafon 

44 of his delay, «?/? Z? to anfwer : Sir, I am 

44 extremely forry, that having enquired every 

44 where, I could only meet with vulgar food-, 

44 fucb victuals are by no means proper to be fet 

44 07Z fafjionable table, you muft forgive 

44 me, fir, if 1 do not drefs any dinner for you 

44 to-day, and expebl to be entertained to-morrow 

44 z/z ftile fuit able to your rank 

44 Canft 
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“ Canfl thou fuppofe, Berton! that my father, 

tc would, be fatisfied with this civil apology from 

“ to cook, that, refraining his appetites, he 

“ would quietly wait until feme exquifite difh, 

“ worthy to appeafe the hunger of a man of 

u quality, had been placed before him” 

As Berton perceived that all her moral ar¬ 

guments had no great effedt on her miflrefs, 

fhe refolved to diffipate her melancholy by 

fome other method. She imagined that read¬ 

ing might prove an agreeable relief. She 

chofe the moft tender and lafcivious novels, 

and thefe, fhe recommended to her, in their 

proper turns. 

What a remedy ! nothing more was ne- 

ceffary to throw Julia into that fituation, which 

I have defcribed in the third degree of the 

fir ft ftage of this diforder. Thefe books were 

like a burning-glafs which collects the rays 
% 

of the fun, in order to fix them on one par¬ 

ticular fpot, which they muff fet on fire. The 

imagination of Julia was this blazing fpot, the 

flames of which, loon communicating with 

her heart, broke out with a redoubled furv 

Hitherto, nature alone had fpoken ; but 

now, illuflons, chimeras, and extravagancies 

began to adt their parts. The lafcivious and 

voluptuous 
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voluptuous images which (he devoured with 

her eyes, at once excluded from her mind 

thofe fentiments of honour, of piety, of mo- 

defty, and of refer.ve, which nature had, till 

then, refpedled, and which fhe never could 

have overcome, without the aid of art. Julia 

at length was unfortunate enough to fummon 

up a relblution to approve of this abominable 

maxim : nothing is fo delightful as to give a 

loofe to amorous defires. 
/ ■' ' . • • 

Although her melancholy appeared, at 

times, to have fubfided, yet fhe frequently 

relapled ; her thoughts were on the rack for 

means wherewith to realize thefe glowing 
\ \ % 

pi&ures of enjoyment. At length, difcover- 

ing the whole extent and force of her defires 

to Berton, (he informed her of her determined 

refolution to apply to phyfical experiments. 

But as, from the ufe of books, her imagi- 
t . / 

nation had been enabled to trace out for her 

the plan of a more regular pafTion, her heart 

was inclined to fix itfelf on one particular ob- 

je£h Her eyes were continually turned to 

every fide, in fearch of this hero, who, ap¬ 

pearing fît for amorous exploits, was deflined 

to engage and fettle her defires. 

Saint 
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Saint Albin was, in fa6l, the man on whom 

the rays of this impetuous flame were darted. 

It was for his fake that they were all colledied 

into one point. He foon perceived it, and 

thought the occafion too fortunate to be 

flighted. He grew more bold and afliduous, 

and fhordy learned from the mouth of Julia, 

what her eyes had already fo charmingly ex- 

prefled. But it was apprehended, that, as 

Saint Albin had only a very fmall eflate, the 

parents, however they might approve of him 

as a mere vifltor, would rejedl him as a fon- 

in-law. 

Berton was immediately confulted, and im¬ 

portuned -, but this girl was not without a 

kind of prudence -, fhe refufed to afflft in 

bringing about any fecret interviews, leaft 

her own conduct might be open to fufpicion ; 

and Ike refolved to ufe every expedient to 

maintain that equal influence which fhe per¬ 

ceived herfelf at the point of loflng. She 

promifed Saint Albin that fhe would not neg- 

le<5t any opportunities in her power to render 

him fuccefsful, but, at the fame time, per- 

fuaded him to ufe allpoflible means to obtain 

the confent of the parents, as it was on 

them. 
1 
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them, that the turn which this affair might 

take, fo greatly depended. 

In order to induce Julia to wait with pa¬ 

tience for this event, fine had recourfe to 
* 

Mafturbation ; fhe confidered it as the only 

method of affuaging the paiïions, and dividing 

the attachments of her miftrefs, nor fcrupled 

to prevail on her to adopt this remedy, which 

ufuallv conceals beneath the outward fhew . * 
of vertue, and honour, the moft abominable 

debaucheries : thele are the fources of thofe 

excruciating diftempers which are fo horrible 

to humanity, and which too generally ter¬ 

minate in fliame, remorfe, lunacy, and death. 

How dangerous is the practice of this vice 

which, at once encouraging and fatiating the 

paffion, is too fecret to deftroy the character 

of the guilty ! how many girls and women 

are there, whom fear and vanity might have 

reftrained, but who, on the difcovery of the 

means of feeming vertuous and difcreet in 

the opinion of the world, would give a loofe 

to every lewd indulgence ? this fatal rage of 

Majlurbation, of which the imagination is the 

artifan, leads to exceffes over which the 

wretched criminal imperceptibly ceafes to have 

any power j exceffes by fo much the more 

dangerous. 
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dangerous, as they never meet with any ob~ 

ftacles, befides thofe which muft fucceed ex- 

haufted or extinguifhed ilrength. Such is the 

melancholy and abominable fuuation which l 

have defcribed in the fécond diftin&ion of 

this malady, as confirmed. 

The Heps which Saint Albin took in order 

» to obtain Julia from her parents, were un- 

fuccefsful. They even became fearful, and 

fufpicious of him j his vifits were confidered 

as dangerous ; and, that they might (life in 

the birth a connection which they abfolutely 

difapproved of, they politely defired him 

not only to withdraw his pretenfions, but to 

return no more. 

The frequent ufe which Julia made of the 

remedy prefcribed by Berton, added to the 

hopes of fhortly pofieffing her lover, wrought 

a vifible change in her behaviour ; her gaiety 

and ufual graces feemed preparing to eftablifh 

themfelves ; but when fhe was informed of 

the exclufion of Saint Albin, fhe fank into 

defpair. She endeavoured to foften this mis¬ 

fortune, by renewing her unworthy operati¬ 

ons* Her imagination, and her burning tem¬ 

perament induced her to carry it to a fatal ex- 

cefsj a general difguft, and a dark melan¬ 

choly 
9 
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choly rendered her infuppcrtable to herfelf, 

and to all others-, continually alone, fhe 

avoided every objeCt which might withdraw 

her from the indulgence of he,r paffion. Pier 

complexion grew fallow, and her body be¬ 

came daily more emaciated ; an exceffive 

heat confumed her within and without j her 

libres, and her organs diflurbed by a con¬ 

tinual motion, and by fupernatural tenfions, 

frequently occafioned a fyncope, and threw 

the family into the moft dreadful apprehen- 

fions. Her diftraCted parents, far from pur- 
r $ 

luing the proper methods to difcover the 

cauie of this ftuation, fent for a phyfician, 

who, after having formed feme ill-fupported 

conjectures, prefcribed his remedies. 

Julia was fbill no better ; fhe facrificed all 

the flrength which fhe was miftrefs of, to the 

indulgence of her imagination, in the ufual 

exercife 5 the remedies which Hie took ferved 

only to encreafe the fame, and irritate her 

cliforder. The bleedings which were directed 

aflifted to exhauft her. She loon fell into the 

laft degree of this malady, which I have de- 

fcribed as defperate. The fibres of the brain 

became fubjeCt to violent attacks, and the 

maniacal 
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maniacal delirium appeared, as I have already 

represented it. 

Although the Symptoms of the diforder 

were extremely clear, yet the parents, and 

the phyficians, at once blind and obdinate, 

attributed to other cauSes thoSe Surprising 

effeCts, the operations of which they could 

not but obferve. The next circumdance in¬ 

duced the phyfician to form new and equally 

falfe conjectures. 

The maniacal delirium which had Seized on 

the brain, and all the faculties of Julia, de¬ 

prived her of every idea of modefty, and her 

words and actions were tainted with the mod 

fhocking indecency, and the mod ungovern¬ 

able lubricity. When the phyfician approach- 
^ / / * 

ed to feel her pulfe, fhe Seized on his hand 

with an adonifhing drength and fury. The 

efforts which die made, and the violent agi- 

tations of her body threw her clothes afide, 

and enabled him to difcover on her linnen 

fome Spots of Such a colour, as induced him 

to fufpedt that her miserable Situation was 

owing to an infectious, and premature com¬ 

merce. His doubts were Soon refolved into 

certainty. He ordered a change of linnen 

for the patient} he attentively examined that 

M which 

/ 
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which fhe had fhifted, and then determined 

that the matrix was inflamed, and ulcerated % 

that the vehicles, the fibres, and the neigh¬ 

bouring organs of this part were attacked ; 

and that a fharp virus was eating into the 

orifices of the glands. He conjedured that 

all this was occafioned by a criminal con¬ 

nection with fome man infeded by the lues 

venerea, who had communicated to her the 

fame diforder. With regard to her infanity, 

his opinion was, that another had privately 

prefcribed for her, and ordered remedies dan¬ 

gerous either on account of their quality and 

quantity, or from a preparation of mercury, 

which muft have attacked the fibres of the 

brain, and have occafioned that delirium which 

manifefled itlelf by fuch lafcivious adions. 

After the phyfician had delivered this opi¬ 

nion, which appeared extremely well de¬ 

duced, Berton was violently fufpeded, and 

threatened. Her replies did not in the leaft 

correfpond with the judgement of the phy¬ 

fician. She was pofitive that Julia had never 

admitted any man to her embraces, and not 

weak enough to imagine that Majiurbation 

alone was capable of giving her the lues ve- 

yerea. She therefore obferved, with equal 

confidence, 
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confidence, and good fenfe, that the phyfician 

was certainly miftaken -, that fhe would an- 

fwer for it with her life, that her mi ft rels had 

not only never been engaged in an impure 

commerce with any man whatever, but that 

fhe had not even been concerned in the leaft 

indecent interview with one -, and that fome 

other phyfician ought to be immediately con¬ 

futed. 

The refolution and affurances of Berton 

rendered the cafe equally aftonifhing, and 

delicate; and the parents, defirous of verifying 

fo important >a fafr, fent for another phy¬ 

fician. 

The perfon who came united with learning 

that penetration, that intelligence, and that 

moral knowledge which are fo proper, and 

necefiary, whenfoever the (late of phyfic de¬ 

mands a particularly fortunate afliftance. He 

had, befides, attentively fludied the nature 

of the Nymphomania ; fcarceiy had he feen 

the patient, when he, with judgement, com¬ 

bined her fituation with every thing which he 

beared, he put artful queftions to the parents, 

and to Berton, and in the moft confident, and 

indifputable language, declared Julia to be 

MetromaniacaL He went flill farther; he 
» 

M 2 fagacicufly 
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iàgacioüfly divtd to the very bottom of the 

affair, which, unfortunately for Bertcn, ended 

by proving what he had advanced. This 

wretch was turned out of the houfe, but too 

late. 

Our prudent and able phyfcian did not 

conceal from the parents the (hocking and 

defperate fituation, to which their daughter 

was reduced. He prefcribed iuch remedies 

as were proper to afluage the violence of her 

diforder. Thefe remedies, though not with¬ 

out their good effedt, were incapable of re- 

iloring Julia to her fenfes : fhe was îefs agi-, 

tated, and lefs endamcd, but the delirium 

perpetually raged. The phyfician, therefore, 

perceiving but one probability of bringing 

back her realon, propofed it to the parents. 

As he was perfectly acquainted with the 

principle and progrefïion of the malady, and 

perceived how greatly inflrumental the ima¬ 

gination had been in raiding it to this alarming 

height, he judged that the cure ought alfo 

of necefiky to proceed from the imagination, 

refolving however to continue the other phy- 

fical remedies. He, therefore, declared to 

the parents, that if they anxioufly wilhed 

for che fpeedy recovery of their daughter, 

- they 
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they might find the foie abiolute remedy in 

their own hands -, that all they hacl to do, was 

to procure for Julia an interview with Saint 

Albin, and, then, confient to their union 

which, he allured them, would be attended 

with the happieft effects. 

The parents were very far from taking this 

advice in good part. Ambition, vanity and 

interet! extinguifhed every paternal feeling. 

An application to Saint Albin was, in their 

eyes, humiliation and difigracé. 

The love which Saint Albin had conceived 

for Julia was not of that romantic kind which 

would have forced him to perfift in his ad- 

dreffes, in fpite of the oppofition of her re¬ 

lations. The manner of his difmiffion had 

fuggefied to him that there were impediments 

too violent to be lurmounted, and that, rather 

than lofe his time, and labour, it might be 

more prudent to direX his views el few he re 5 

he had, indeed, already formed fome con¬ 

nexions with another lady, a match equally 

as advantageous as Julia could have been, 

when he beared of the flotation of this un¬ 

happy creature. AtteXed, immediately, with 

fentiments cf pity and humanity, and recoi- 

kcling that former tendernefs which now oc- 

M 3 cafioned 
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cafioned her misfortunes, he determined to 

wait upon her parents, not doubting but that 

his prefence and his intreaties would effiedt 

fome revolution that might confirm the health 

and happinefs of their daughter. 

In fpite of this humble and mod eft pre¬ 

caution, in fpite of that filent but interefting 

grief which was painted on his countenance, 

he met with an unkind and rude reception 

from the mother. She told him, in a fierce 

inhuman tone of voice, that by appearing 

again before her, he was guilty of the moft 

infoient preiumption j that the indifpofition 
% 

of her daughter was entirely unconnected 

with any thing which could relate to him * and 

that it could only have been fome perfons as 

fond of propagating fcandal, as he was, who 

had circulated fuch offenfive and groundlefs 

reports. 

♦ Saint Albin difconcerted, confufed, and 

vexed at his reception, and the abominable 

fentiments of this ftep-mother, prudently 

retired -, but the humane and worthy part 

which he had adted, expofed him to an unjuft 

and cruel punifhment. His fécond miftrefs, 

having been informed of his behaviour, was 

fo exalperated, that, refolved to deprive him 



NYMPHOMANIA. agj 

of an opportunity of making his defence, and 

pleading his pardon, fhe obftinately refufed 

either to fee, or hear from him. 

The parents of Julia, perceiving, after a 

certain time, that there was no profped of a 

cure, determined to remove her from their 

fight. It was her prefence which, every mo» 

ment, covered them with difgrace ; it was her 

prefence which, every moment, reproached 

their imprudence and inhumanity. She was 

placed in a convent, there to undergo the 

ufual treatment of all lunatics. 

The new phyfician, unwilling to abandon 

this miferable creature, preferibed for her a 

regimen and remedies. At the end of three 

years, fhe gradually recovered her fenfes. Al- 
\ 

though the mercenary barbarians who guarded 

her beheld with an evil eye this happy re- 

eftablifhment, and even concerted meafurcs 

for the concealment of it ; the parents were 

congratulated on the occafion, and, being 

fully convinced of the cure, received her into 

their own houfe. 

It was here, that, fatally for fhe 

found an important change in the family. 

Her youngeft filter was advantageouOy mar- 

ried to a perfon of a diftinguifhed rank; with 

M 4 her. 
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her, as Ihe was confidered as an only daugh¬ 

ter, he received a large fortune. The fituation 

in which Julia faw her married filler made fo 

great an impreffion on her imagination, that 

{he foon relapfed into the fame Hate, and the 

fame accidents from which fhe had fo lately 

recovered. It became once more neccffary 

to remove her to her dreadful prifon. After 

fome time, her maniacal furcr turned to im- 

becillity, occafioned either by the fevere 

treatment which fhe fuffered, or the little 
* 

care taken to adminifter to her the neceffary . 

remedies. It is a year fince I faw her in this 

fituation, and it is more than probable that 

her diflemper is, at this moment, incurable. 

This hiftory affords- a-flriking pidlure of 
* 1 , 

the power and dangerous effedls of the imagi¬ 

nation. It clearly and forcibly proves how 

neceffary it is that a phyfician fhould be parti¬ 

cularly inflrudted in the nature and caufes of 

this malady, and uncommonly attentive to all 

its operations. It is impoffible todefcribe the 

{late of inveteracy into which it may be driven 

by negligence and blunders. The fate of Juliay 

which is unfortunately but too certain, is hor- 

ribie to humanity. May it prove a leffon to 

young women, to parents, and to phyficians. 

There 

/ 
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There are, doubtlefs, many of the faculty 

to whom this advice is necdlefs. I am ac¬ 

quainted with one gentleman, in particular, 

whofe ability and care, during his attendance 

on a patient afflicted with this diforder, hath 

been gratefully rewarded. In few words, the 

affair was as follows. 
V * v 

This phyfician flill more expert in his treat¬ 

ment of diforders connected with the imagi¬ 

nation, than of thofe which are only phyfical, 
% 

was called in to prefcribe for a young lady 

who was metromaniacal. He immediately ap¬ 

plied fuch phyfical remedies as were proper 

in the cure of this diftemper. PI is patient 

w'as on the point of finking into the laft ftage 

of it. Obfcrving that phyfical remedies were 

not fufflcient, he thought it neceffary to work 
t 

upon the imagination. Ability and fuccefs 

accompanied him through this arduous en- 

terprize. The extreme tendernefs fo vifible 

in all his conduct purified, foftened, and 
« 

confirmed the affectionate fentimerits, of his 

recovering patient. Her parents overwhelm¬ 

ed with joy, and feeling all the force of 

thofe uncommon obligations which he had 

conferred, not on them alone, but on their 

daughter who already loved him, defired that 

he 
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he would accept of her, as the deareft pledge 

of their gratitude, in marriage. So honorable 

and advantageous a match was far above the 

moil fanguine hopes and pretenfions of this 

phyfician. He did not hefitate a moment ta 

accept of the agreeable and generous offer 

©f thefe worthy parents, and in the more 

affectionate character of an hufband, cement¬ 

ed the ties, which, by increafing the happinefs 

of the lady, have confirmed his own. 

Thefe two examples, effentially relative ta 

the whole of my work, are fufficient to give 

the reader a clear and happily-conceived idea 

©f my principles. Should they open a new 

road for lome more celebrated and exprefiive 

writer, who can unfold them with that ele¬ 

gance to which fo interefting a fubjeCt is- en¬ 

titled, I fiiall retire contented. Mine will be 

the glory of having placed the firft Hone of 

an edifice which, by faving the'honour of more 

families than one, mud prove an honour to 

iociety! mine will be the glory of having pre¬ 

vailed on others to extinguifh' the moll tor¬ 

menting mi ferles which can debate, afffiCl, and 

as it were unhumanize the first and love¬ 

liest PART OF THE CREATION 1 

• ' V 

Nett. 

\ 
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Note. The addition of Saccharum Saturni to 

the ingredients of the third, fixth, and ninth 

receipts of this appendix is not very con- 

fiderable, and may, perhaps, prove fervice- 

able : but the experienced and humane phy- 

fician, aware of the noxious qualities of leady 

will forbid the ufe of it, except in'cafes of 

the moft abfolute necefiity. I fhould trefpafs 

upon the patience of the reader by a much 

longer 7’tote, relating to this fubjed, if the 

effay on the caufe of the Endemial Colic of 

Devon/hire., and the obfervations and experi¬ 

ments on the poijon of lead, with which Doflor 

Bakery and Dofior Percival have favoured the 

Public, did not entirely overthrow an oppofite 

hypothecs, which too many of the Faculty 

have vainly laboured to eftablifh. The great 

abilities of Monfieur Goulard muft have been 

rejling ihemfelves after the fatigue of exertion, 

whilft he abfurdly contended that the external 

application of lead was, on all occajions what- 

foever, free from thole pernicious effects which 

might reluit from the internal ufe of it: but 

Poblor Percival hath proved from a feries of 

ftubborn fads, that the external adminiflration 

of the Saturnine Water is liable to occafion 
1 

paralytic fymptoms, levere vomitings, violent 

colics. 
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colics, and obftinate conftipations of the 

bowels. The fatal prefcription, of which Men- 

fieur de Bienville fo feelingly complains, is not 

extended to us by one celebrated hand alone : 

in the involuntary deftru&ion of Mankind, 

Van Swieten and Boerhaave are accomplices. 

The latter obferves, that were a grain of Cor- 

rofive Sublimate to be diffolved in an ounce or 

more of water, and a dram of this folution, 

foftened with Jyrup of violas, to be taken 

twice or thrice a day, it would perform won¬ 

ders in many diftempers fuppofed to be in¬ 

curable. He indeed forbids the ufe of it, 

unleft the praélitioner fhould be thoroughly 

verfed in the nature of what he would under¬ 

take. It is to be regretted that he ever re- 

commended it at all, fince the caution which 

follows his prefcription will be loft upon the 

rnercilefs trier of experiments, a character 

which may, perhaps, be applied to one or two 

of my medical brethren, without the leaft 

fhadow of injuftice. I cannot conclude this 

note without mentioning an internal ufe of 

lead, which (l believej is admitted only by 

the moft ignorant, yet not the leaft valuable 

part of the community, the Peafants. Hav¬ 

ing; been informed, when I was laft in the 

country» 

K 
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country, that a young woman, the daughter 

of a poor cottager in my neighbourhood, had 

been for fome time afflicted with violent con- 

vulfions, I called to fee her, and enquiring of 

the father whether anv thing had been admi- 

niftered to her, was anfwered, that fhe had 

been made to fwallow, during the fits, feveral 

pieces cf lead, but that contrary to expectation, 

the convulfions were more frequent and fe- 

vere. After having prevailed on him to 

withdraw hisprefcriptions, I introduced mine; 

but as her cafe is already become defperate, 

1 fcarcely dare flatter myfelf that I fhall re¬ 

lieve her, and am convinced that I cannot 

cure her. Cn enquiry, I find that, amongft 

this clafs of people, lead is, for ail fits, their 

Grand Specific. When we confider the tradi¬ 

tional remedies, or rather deaths in difguife, 

which defcend to the vulgar from father, to 

fon, we mid lament the impoflibility of ex¬ 

ploding the popular errors in phyfic fo clear¬ 

ly and perfuafively, that the lower orders of 

fociety may be taught to relinquifh them. VV. 

APPENDIX. 

1 
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FORMULARIES. 
U ié ‘ • 4 • • * ' V L 

No. L (h) TORES H pulp of Caffia, an 

X ounce and an half. The 

bed Manna, two ounces. Chryf- 

tal Mineral, one drachm, 

Di doive it in half a pint of the decoftion 

from two drachms of Senna* and a Rrain of 

emetic Tartar. 

No. IL Roots of the Confolida major, or 

Comfry. 

.of Marjh-mallows. 

.of Dog's-tooth. 

.of Biflort, Snakeweed* 

of each one handful. 
Lee 

(h) It may not be improper to obferve that pulpy 

fruits mult be boiled in a fmall quantity of water, till 

they become foft. The pulp is then to be preffed out 
through a ftrong hair neve, and afterwards boiled down 

to a due confidence in an earthen veflel over a gentle 

fire: the matter mull be continually hirred about, led 

it Ihould burn. In this manner, the pulp of Cajp.a. 
fjiularis is to be boiled out from the bruifed pod, and 

reduced afterwards to the necelfary confidence, by 
evaporating the water. W. 
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Let thefe roots remain during eight mi¬ 

nutes in fix quarts of water, which mud boil 

during the whole time; add to it half an 

ounce of Jiick-liquorice, fcraped extremely 

frnall* Let it have two boilings. Withdraw 

your water from the fire : when it is cold, put 

it in bottles, without corks, and 'keep it in a 
* 

cool place, or in the cellar. 

No. III. Roots of Althæa, half an ounce. 

Linfeed, and feeds of PJillium. 

or Flea-wort, of each a drachm ; 

white foapj grated, one drachm. 

Sugar of lead, fix grains. 

Boil the whole during eight minutes in a 

pint of water. 

x . * > * • 

' ' . v 
No. IV.. Steep in a gallon of water, du¬ 

ring twenty- four hours, an 

ounce of Pct-ajh. Strain this 

water as clear as pofiible through 

a brown paper into a clofe 

funnel. Mix with this water, 

when it is thus drained, two 

ounces oîfrejh nut oil, which 

mud be drawn off cold. This 

forms a kind of cream. 
No, 

i 
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No. V. Take the leaves of the fmaller 

forty or Pontic fea wormwood, 

picked and dried in the fhade. 

Cloveone ounce -, Sugar-candy5 
- • 

one ounce. Amhergrife, one 

drachm. Aloes \ Maftich * Gum 

of the Tragacanth $ of each a 

drachm and a half. Reduce the 

whole to a fine powder, and put 

it into a glafs bottle. Pour on 

it a pint of rectified fpirits of 

wine. Stop up the vefTel with 

a wet bladder ; let it work by a 

very gentle, and almoft infenfible 

heat, during fifteen days, when 

you will have a diaphoretic eflence 

of a fuperior quality. When 

the liquor is cold, let it be drain¬ 

ed over brown paper, into a fun¬ 

nel hermetically covered, and 

then put into bottles well cork- 
- t 

ed. The older this quintefience 

is, the more vertues it acquires. 

No. VI. Roots of Nenuphar, or water lily, 

.... of Althea, of each half 

an ounce. 

N Linfeedy 
. I 

/ 

» ^ 
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hettuœ-feeâ. 

Cucumber-feed, 

of each half a drachm. 

Boil them all during eight minutes in & 

quart of water from a fmith’s forge, after¬ 

wards, didblve in it fix grains of [ugarof lead. 

As this compofition, like all others in which 

emollients bear a part, will not keep*, it ;will 

be the mod prudent to prepare only as much 

as will be ufed in the twenty-four hours. 
? • ♦ . m ^ # • 

No. VII* Leaves of Vervain Mallows, 

..... of Marjh Mallows, 

..... of Ground] el, 

of each an handful. 
/ 

Boil them during eight minutes in a broth 

made of a chicken well bruifed ; add an ounce 

of fweet almonds to the liquor drained off, 

when it is put in the fyringe. 

This clyfter is at once emulcent, cooling, 

and tonicah 

No. V1IL Frefli pulp of CaJJiay three 

ounces. Boil it in a gallon 

of water. Put fix grains of 

emetic tartar into the liquor 

when drained oil, and let them 

- didblve in it. 
Infufe, 

t 4 / 
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Infufe, at night, into this drained liquor, 

which mud be in Pome veffel well covered. 

Leaves of Sena) two drachms. 

Rhubarb in powder, three 

drachms. 

In the morning pour the liquor off clear, 

and put it into bottles. 

As the purgatives are relative, the ufe of 

this may be omitted, whenever it is obferved 

to have had a fufficient effect. 

No. IX. A pint of water. 

Two table fpoonfuls, or half 

an ounce of vinegar. 

Put in four grains of fugar of lead, and let 

it diffolve. 

/■ » 

No. X. Gourd feed, 

Pumpionfeedi 

Cucumber feed) 

Melon feed) of each one drachm. 

Bruife thefe feeds in a mortar, wetting them 

with the didiiled water of the Nenuphar, in 

the quantity of four ounces j pour it off 

clear, and put into the drained liquor, an 

ounce of the fyrup of Nymphœa) or of violets, 

or of Althæa. No. 
N 2 
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No. XL Take a lean fowl -, a pound from 

a fillet of veal-, half an handful 

of barley ♦, four bruifed crabs. 

Throw them into three pints of 

water. Let them boil very 

gently, until the whole be re¬ 

duced to a quart. Add to it the 

Leaves of Agrimony, 

.of Pimpernel, 

.of Scolopendrium, 

.of Wild Cicory, 

.of Fumitory, 

..... of Crefies, 

of each half an handful. 

When the liquor has boiled one or two mi¬ 

nutes longer, take the pot from tire fire, and 

let the herbs deep in it, during an hour ; then 

empty it into a ftrong cloth bag, and after¬ 

wards prefs it fo that all the juice of the herbs, 

and meat may run through. There will re¬ 

main about a quart of (trained liquor, which 

may be divided into two broths. 

No. XII. A pint of clarified whey, in 

which boil, during a quarter 

of an hour, the 

Leaves 
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Leaves of Plantam, 

.of Vervain-Mallows, 

Roots of Marjh-Mallows, 

. . . of Nenuphar, 

of each half an handful. 

An head of the white poppy. 

Strain it; off gently -, infufe in it, during 

twelve hours, a drachm of oriental faffron, 

and after having drained it, a fécond time* 

put it into a proper yelTel, to be ready for ufe. 

Thele inje&ions ought to be renewed every 

day, as they foon turn four, and may, in that 

date be more detrimental, than ferviceable. * 

No. XIII. Seeds of Ci eery, 

, ... of Lettuce, 

.... of Endive. 

.... of Purjiane, 

of each a drachm. 

Leaves of Althæa, 

..... of Mallows, 

of each an handful. 

Roots of Althæa, 

.of Nenuphar, 

of each half an ounce. 

An head of Poppy, 

' N 3 Boil 
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Boil the whole in a fufficient quantity of 
% 

water, to produce three quarts from it. Strain 

it, and put it into a proper vefifel to be ready 

for life. . ; 
' x i 

This deception mud be renewed every day.. 

1 \ • ' 

, V ‘ , V,: .. ' \ 

No. XIV. Take two ounces of the bed 

Opium, an ounce of Saffron, a 

drachm of pulverifed Cinna- 

/ mon, and an equal quantity 

of Cloves. Infufe the whole 

in a full pint of Sack, and let 

it remain during three days 

in as moderate an heat as that 

of the fun, then drain off the 

liquor, and let the bottle be 

well corked. 

# r. * - * i 

No. XV. Take twelve ounces of the 

Mercury Sublimate \ beat it in a. 

marble mortar, with an hard 

and heavy wooden pedle, ad- 

v ding to it two drachms of gold 

filings. Throw on it cold 

water, and continue to beat it. 

Pour off the dirtv water, and 

repeat this lotion, continuing 

to 
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to beat it five or fix times.. 

Let this amalgama of gold and 

mercury have time to dry, put¬ 

ting it into a mattrafsy and 

adding, as much good fpirit of 

vitriol as will make it ibtne- 

what larger than the finger i 

leave the mattrafi on the pot- 

afhes during twenty-four hours % 

then let it digeft in the cold.» 

during eight days, after which 

take a final! alembic, and throw 

into it the di Ablution. Adopt 

an heady and a recipient y diftil, 

and return into the alembic: 

what may have pafied into the 

recipient y re-diftil it thus, to 

the fifth time, and the laft 

time, till it be dry ; put the 

puiverifed matter into an un- 

varni filed earthen difh, and fee 

it on a charcoal fire, let it red¬ 

den during four or five hours, 

then dole it up in a bottle ^ 
! 

the dofe of this powder is from 

three to fix grains. 
• . ■1 ' 

N 4 No, 
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No. XVI. Crude barley, 
✓ 

Lentils, 

BeanSy with their pods, 

of each an ounce. 

Flowers of Agrimony y 

...... of Abfinthiumr 

...... of Horehoundy 

of each half an handful. 

Roots of Birthworty 

.... of OrrtSy 

of each a drachm. 

Boil the whole for about a quarter of an 

hour, in a quart of water. Strain it, and 

pour it into a veflel to be ready for ufe. This 

deco&ion will keep very well two days. 

No. XVII. Roots of the greater Comfry, 

.... of Biftorty 

of each two handfuls. 

Le aves of Plantane. 

..... of Horfe tail y 

.of Shepherd’s-purfe% 

..... of Sanicky 

..... of Milfoily 

of each half an handful. 

Leaves of red Rofes, a large 

fpoonful. 

Let 
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Let them boil during one or two minutes, 

in a quart of water, drain it, and pour it 

into a vefiel to be ready for ufe. 

This decoétion will keep as well as the pre¬ 

ceding one. 

REMEDIES 

FOR THE 

Fluor Albus, or Whites, 
v • 

) . . * • 

Referred to in this Work. 

Ts . ’ '• ' ; 

HE one is an exterior, and the other 

is an interior remedy. They may fometimes 

be employed feparately ; but it will the mod 

frequently be proper to adminider them to¬ 

gether. There are even cafes in which they 

become inefficient. But as in the mod com¬ 

mon cafes I have always employed them with 

fuccefs, I do not hefitate to publifh them, 

premifing that it is neceflarv, firft, to clear 

away the primœ vi<e} when they choak up the 

part* 



APPENDIX?. S 2 

part i fecondljr, to accompany the remedies, 
• * « », •, 

with a very exaél regimen : and thefe are two* 
* ^ , »' , r + 9 

circumftances on .which it is requifne to con- 

£uk a pbyffcian. 

The £ex may be more fully fatished in this 

point, by referring to my 44 Advice ta the. 

Ladies concerning their health a work which 

will fhortly be in their hands,, and which they 

would have received already, if, having been- 

afked my opinion relative to the univocal iigns 

of pregnancy, I had not been irrefiflably in¬ 

duced to make the moft exa £f enquiries in ta, 

the nature of thoie falfe tokens, of gravidity* 

which daily dishonour the moil biamelefs wo¬ 

men, and throw their families into a ilate of 

horror and defpair. The regard which 1 fhall 

always feel for my fellow-creatures obliged 

me at once to abandon every other ftudy,. and 

folely employ my humble abilities in vin¬ 

dicating the fex from, the afperfions which 

might be thrown upon them, by the prema¬ 

ture judgement of a part of the public* 
* V.1J i * • • J i •' t j j , j , J ( -, 

The exterior Remedy. 
* i * ** ^ 

Take a pound of Litharge of gold well 

phirifed. 

À quart of the ftrongeil wine vinegar. 

Boil 
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Boil them together in a glazed earthen 

pot, during an hour and an half, continually 

ftirring the ingredients. Let the matter cool, 

and then fet it by, in a proper place. A red 

liquor will fwim on the furface, and this muft 

be taken off with a fpoon, and put into a 

veffel, to be kept for uie. 

Take a tea-fpoonful of this liquor, and 

two tea-fpoonfuls of camphorated fpirit of 

wine, which muft be put into a quart of 

filtred water. 

Before it be ufed, fhake the bottle, then 

pour the neceffary quantity into a cup which 

hath ftood feme little time in a balneum mariœy 
I 

or hot water \ then fill a fyringe with the pre¬ 

paration in the cup, and injeCt it carefully 

and gently into the matrix -, let thefe injecti¬ 

ons be frequently repeated in the day time, 

chufing fuch a pofture as may be moft con¬ 

venient for the retaining of them, during 

nine or ten minutes. 

We are indebted for this remedy, which 

is equally wonderful and fimple, to Monfieur 

Goulard, Profeffor, and Demonftrator Royal 

of Surgery, in the Univerfity of Montpelier, 

and our acknowledgements to him would be 

unlimited, if, idolizing his own difcoveries 

too 
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too much, he had not recommended and 
% * 

pra&ifed the ufe of it inwardly : but this is. 

what the mailers of the art, in fpite of the 

veneration which they moft always retain for 

Monfieur Goulard, will never dare to adopt.. 

It would be fortunate indeed, were theie fame 

mailers, whilil they refpedled the fuperioF 

learning and abilities of the Baron Van- Swieten, 

to refolve with that unanimity and firmnefs, 

which convidlion ought always to infpire, on 

inceffandy profcribing the moil violent and 

quick poifon -, I mean the Corrofive Sublimate 

which he hath unhappily recommended in 

venereal diforders. Should the baron, in all 

other refpe&s fo deferving of univerfal ap- 

plaufe, hereafter withdraw his opinion, in 

pity to Mankind, whofe deflru&ion he really 

hath occafioned by this cruel prefcription 

which Heaven in anger allows our pernicious 

Chymifts to adopt *, then, every academy in 

the World ought to raife to his honour, thofc 

folid monuments, which the revolutions of 

time .are incapable of deftroying. For, by 

fuch a retractation, he would preferve the lives 

of as many individuals, as the moil fan- 

guinary wars could poflibly fweep away. This 

digrcOlon may perhaps appear mifplaced j but 

the 
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ïiie burden on my heart was too heavy to be 

fupported any longer. 

The interior remedy for the Fluor-A1 bus. 

'I ' c • 4- ' 

Take the peel of preferved oranges, and 

lemons, of each two ounces \ cloves, and 

canella alba, of eacli two drachms ; grated 

nutmeg, one drachm * the bed trea-ck y three 

drachms-, crabs-eyes, one ounce. 

Pulverife the whole as much as pofiible, 

and beat it a long while in a mortar, with 

the preferved peel, not ceafing until it be re¬ 

duced to a pade -, add to it three drachms 

of the bed rhubarb, finely powdered, beat 

this alfo in the mortar, until every thing 
■ • ■ ♦/ 

fhall have been incorporated, throwing in, 

at the fame time, as much fyrup of quinces, 

as may be neceflary to reduce the whole to 

the form of an opiate fomewhat folid, which 

mud be put in a pot, and kept for ufe in a 

cool place. 

The patient mud take as much as is equal 

to the fize of a filbert, in the morning, 

fading, and at night, when going to bed. 

This 
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This opiate is an excellent ftomachic, and 

I have been fo fortunate as frequently to find 

it fuccefsful in cafes where the Fluor Aibus 

proceeds from a vice in the ftomach. Thefe* 

indeed* are the moft common cafes. 

FINIS. 

/ 
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