
Vancouver - February 26, 1997 

NFB Expands 
Shadbolt 

Animation 
Director/Animator: Stephen Arthur 

Producer: George Johnson, NFB Pacific 

Touched Alive is a short film made by 

animating the paintings of Canadian West-Coast 

modernist Jack Shadbolt. The one-and-a-half 
minute film was produced independently by 

Stephen Arthur, and is now being expanded to a 
four-minute film produced and owned by the 
National Film Board of Canada. 

“I am astonished,” says Jack Shadbolt (now 
88), “by how Stephen Arthur has/by a kind of 

psycho-chemistry, penetrated the very image¬ 

making process that I’ve developed in my painting, 
to produce exactly its dynamic complexity. This 

animation is not only about my work visually, but 

it’s as though I were producing it in actuality.” 

In a review of the ‘96 Shadbolt exhibition at 
the Bau-Xi Gallery, Vancouver Sun art critic 

.Michael Scott wrote: “The restlessness of 

Shadbolt’s paintings is nowhere better reflected 

than in a tiny-perfect video that accompanies the 

exhibition. Arthur worked with 27 of the artist’s 

paintings, imagining how their manifold elements 

might flutter and move. ...the paintings hum and 
pulse and mutate into one another. The message 

that art is never finished comes through loud and 

clear in Arthur’s remarkable etude.” 

Wrote festival judge Dan Ireland: “Shadbolt’s 
paintings are exquisitely and brilliantly animated by 
Arthur into a mesmerizing and haunting film that 

not only does justice to the artist, but also lingers a 

hundred times longer than its two minute running 
time.” 

Doris Shadbolt. former senior curator and 
associate director of the Vancouver Art Gallery, 
says: “I have seen the film at least six times and the 

brilliance of the first impact renews itself with each 
viewing. Of course my husband’s particular 
approach lends itself well to Arthur’s conception, 
but there is no question that it is Arthur who is the 
artist here.” 

film premiered in September at 
the Toronto International Film Festival, followed by 
the Vancouver International Film Festival, the 
Atlantic Film Festival (Halifax), the Festival of 
Films on Art (Montreal), and the Berlin 

International Film Festival. The film received 

awards at the NY Short Film Expo, Northwest Film 
& Video Festival (Portland), and Black Maria Film 
Festival (New Jersey). 

Touched Alive also played as a pre-feature 
short at seven Vancouver cinemas for three weeks, 
thanks to Leonard Schein of Festival Cinemas. 

This spring Touched Alive tours with the 

Spike & Mike Animation Festival, the Best of the 
Northwest tour, Black Maria tour (21 states plus 
Montreal), and Moving Pictures tour (west. Can.). 

Television appearances of Touched Alive 
began on Nov. 29 on CBC. In January the 

Knowledge Network aired a short piece for their 
Studio BC program profiling Arthur and 

interviewing Shadbolt. The film also ran 

continuously through December on the giant video 
screen at the Vancouver Airport. 

A video copy is now on the shelf at the 

Vancouver Public Library (Central Branch). 
Touched Alive was created on a personal 

computer as high-resolution, 2-D bitmap animation, 
using Autodesk Animator Pro. It was recorded to 

film by shooting it frame-by-frame directly off the 
computer’s monitor, placed under the NFB’s 
animation camera in Vancouver. 

Stephen Arthur was born in Vancouver. He 
has made animated and experimental films, and 
authored six feature screenplays. He holds a Master 
of Fine Arts degree in film production from the 
University of Southern California, and a Master of 
Science degree from UBC. 

INFO: 604-421-0957, fax-5046, 
jsarthur@ mindlink.bc.ca 
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Animation of the paintings of renowned Canadian artist Jack Shadbolt 
August 20, 1996 

Vancouver 

Further Acclaim for Shadbolt Animation 
Stephen Arthur’s Touched Alive premieres at the upcoming Toronto International Film 
Festival, followed this year by the Atlantic Film Festival, Vancouver International Film 

Festival, and Northwest Film & Video Festival. Its first public appearance was on 

videotape at the Shadbolt exhibition at the Bau-Xi Gallery in Vancouver this summer, 
prompting these responses: 

“That little film is a stunning piece of work.” 

— Scott McIntyre, President & Publisher, Douglas & McIntyre Ltd. 

“I happened upon Touched Alive at the Shadbolt show last 

Saturday and was absolutely blown away by what I saw! Your 

treatment of Jack Shadbolt's work is absolutely brilliant. What 
impressed me about your treatment of his work was how you 

deconstructed it with so much respect and understanding for its 
organic nature and spirituality. In the wrong hands this could 
have been an absolute disaster.” 

— Judy Baldwin, public relations and marketing 

communications consultant, The Sage Group 

After I saw Touched Alive, I could see the paintings in the 
gallery as much more alive and dynamic than when I first saw 
them.” 

— unidentified attendee at the Shadbolt opening 

j \ “I wish to convey as strongly as possible my support for the 

brilliant animated work which Stephen Arthur has done based on 
the paintings of my husband. Of course my husband’s particular 
approach lends itself well to Arthur’s conception but there is no 

question that it is Arthur who is the artist here. I have seen the 

film at least six times and the brilliance of the first impact renews 
itself with each viewing. I have seen it in the company of other 
viewers of broad and sophisticated cultural experience and critical 
capability who declare themselves “knocked out,” amazed, etc., 
by the originality and vitality of the film. The way in which 

Arthur has projected himself into the life of the painted forms 
imaginatively and given them a dramatic narrative in the film 
medium is truly remarkable and original. 

“I am convinced that any encouragement and support you can 
give this young man will be amply returned in his future 
contribution to the achievement of Canadian animated film 
production. 

— Doris Shadbolt, former senior curator and associate director of 
the Vancouver Art Gallery; author of books on Emily Carr and 
Bill Reid; recipient of the Order of Canada; co-founder of the 

Vancouver Institute for the Visual Arts 



October 23, 1996 COMMUNICATIONS! 

Stephen Arthur 
7070 Kitchener Street 
Burnaby, BC 
V5A 1 LI 

Dear Stephen: 

The Lunny Communications Group is excited to present "Touched Alive" at the 
Vancouver International Airport on "The Big Picture" and YVR-TV. Your short 
will run every 30 minutes sixteen hours a day for one month. 

We understand the this material is for the sole use of the Lunny 
Communications Group project at the airport. The program will run in its entirety 
including all the credits. 

Thank you for expediting your master beta tape. We digitized the material and I 
am returning it to you in this package. 

Best regards 

l/ / / / \ 
Catherine Williamson 
Project Manager 

305 -560 Beatty Street, Vancouver, BC Canada V6B2L3 (604) 669-0333 
Internet: lunny.com email: slp@lunny.com 

Fax: 662-7500 


