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INTRODUCTORY.

IN the couipikitioii which follows, the prime object

was to complete ii single line of the succession

from the begir.ning to the present, but as the work

progressed a somewhat wider scope has been given

to it.

The first four generations are nearly full; the

imiltiplication of families, however-, became so i*apid

and the descendants so numerous and so widely

separated that it was found impracticable to follow

them with any degree of accuracy, and only a few

single lines of prominent personages are given in

appended notes in the fifth and sixth generations.

it will be noted, however, that after the fifth

generation the record in one line is complete. Close

kinship has greatly facilitated this and rendered it

comparatively an easy and a more satisfactory

work.



The iiiou^enicss and iiicomijleteness of old

records, as well as many contradictory statements,

all apparently well avouched, will be sufficient

explanation for the many imperfections that may
appear.

It may not be. improper to state that the task of

collecting these data falls to one who was born and

reared within a few rods of the spot where the

emigrant Thomas Fuller located in Salem, now

Middleton, Essex County, Mass., and who thereby

possesses some unusual facilities for verifying much

connected herewith.

The compiler takes this opjjoi-tunity to express

his appreciation of the value of aid freely given by

many whose correspondence has been helpful, and

especially by iMrs. M. J. Averill, of Middleton, in

furnishing transcriptions and valuable data, without

which this j-ecord would be practically valueless.

Appleton, Wis., 1896.

J. F. FULLER.





Marks and abbri'viatioiis occuri-iuu- in the follow-

ing pages indicate thus:

* refers to bottom of page.

+ i-efers to next previous generation.

b. born; d. died: m. married.



Jlncestry.

IT
is well established that those bearing the name

of Fuller, so numerous and wide-spread over

the Tnited States and Canada have descended from

eight ancestral heads, the dates of whose arrival in

this country are as follows:

Dr. Samuel, and his brother Edward, of the Mayflower, who
came in 1620.

John, of Ipswich, Mass., and William, of Hampton, X. H.,

who came in 1634.
Thomas, of Dedham, and John, of Xewton, Mass., who came

in 1635.
Robert, of Salem, and Thomas, of Woburn, Mass., who

came in 163S.
Robert, of Dorchester, later of Dedham, Mass., who came in

1 64.0.

Although positive evidence is wanting it is very

probable that in England these several heads had a

common ancestry. This record attempts to deal

only with the ancestor Thomas, of Woburn, or later

Salem.



From records apparently authentic it appears

that Thomas Fuller, the emigrant, came from the

western part of England, probably Wales as some

old accounts give it, in 1638, at the age of 20, on a

trip of observation, intending to return after a

sojourn of a year but changed his plans before that

limit was i-eached. He attributed his change of

purpose to his conversion under the preaching of

Rev. Thomas Shepard, of Cambridge, but others

assign as a reason that he became attached to a

maiden who refused to accompany him to England,

and that he went alone, and having secured his

patrimony from his father, who was a blacksmith,

returned to this country, married and settled in

that part of Cambridge now called Woburn and

became prominent in local matters, serving often as

a town officer. As nearly as can be ascertained he

left "Woobourne" about 1065 and settled in that

part of Salem which 63 years later, 1728, was

incorporated into the town of Middleton. He

located not far from the place where 25 years after-

ward, 1690, the infamous "Salem witchcraft"
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developed, and selected lands on a stream then

known as Pierce's Bi'ook, tributary to Ipswich river,

and was the second man in this settlement. It

appears, however, that about 1684 he once more

became a citizen of "Woobourne" remaining till

1687 when he again returned to Salem, now Middle-

ton, and remained till his death in 1698.

In England he evidently had a military prestige

as shown in the family "Coat of Arms" (see page

8) and his name appears on several .records as

"Lieut." Fuller.

In a history of Essex County written 60 years

ago is found in that part i-elating to witchcraft a

reference which serves to establish both the military

reputation of Thomas 1st and his reputed religious

habits.

In this country he followed the vocation of

blacksmith, probably having learned the trade from

his father, and although two hundred years have

passed since he ceased from his labors, cinders from

his forge are still to be found where his shop then

stood.



The early records of Middleton show a largo

number of citizens by the name of Fuller all of

whom are clearly traceable to Thomas 1st. Very

many of them held important places of trust and

wore always found worthy of the honor given them.

A manuscript from Rev. Daniel Fuller written

in June, 1817, says in referring to the omigi-ant

Thomas, "many blessings have followed his descend-

ants to the fourth and fifth generations, and no one

of them so far as is known has boon a pauper or

beggar." Another writer and compiler says "the

branch of Thomas 1st, Jacob 2nd, and Jacob 3rd is

a wonderful branch, in fact the entire descendants

of Thomas of Woburn, or Salem, remarkable in its

character.'"





Note.—These Arms have been long in the family, and Burke
in his General Armory describes the same arras belonging to a
Fuller family on the Isle of Wight, which renders it highly proba-
ble that these two branches had the same origin.



He bears

Argent, three bars gules, on a canton of the

second a castle or.

Crest, a dexter arm embowed, vested Argent,

Cuffed Sable, holding in the hand proper a sword of

the first hilt of pommel or.

Argent— white.

Gules—red

Or—gold.

Sable— black.

The Bar is one of the honorable Ordinaries

representing a belt of honor given for eminent

services.

The canton is a subordinate Ordinary represent-

ing the banner given to Knights-Ban necet.



Tirst Generation.

Tiio.MAS Fuller was born probably in Wales, in

1G18, and died in Salem, now Middlelon, Mass., in

June, 1698, aged 80 years.

He married first, June 13tli, 1 G4I>, ElizabeUi

Tidd, daughter of John Tidd, of Woburn, and second

Mrs. Sarah Wyman, the widow of Lieut. John

Wyman, of Woburn, August 25th, 1684, whose

maiden name was Sarah Nutt. She died May 24th,

1688. He afterward married Hannah, whose sur-

name and date of marriage are not given. After

his death his widow i-eturned to Woburn to live witli

relatives.



Second Generation.

Children of tThomas 1st iind Elizabeth Tidd

:

Thomas 2nd, b. Apr. 30th, 1644, m. Ruth Rich-

ardson, daughter of Thomas and Mary Richardson,

of Woburn, in 1669, and m. second, Martha Durgy,

July lilth, 1699.

Elizabeth, b. Sept. 12th, 1645, ni. Joseph

Dean, March 1662.

Ruth, b. May 17th, 164S, m. 1st Wheeler, 2nd

Wilkins.

Deborah, b. May 12th, 16r)U, m. 1st Isaac Rich-

ardson, 2nd Shaw.

John, b. Mar. 1st, 1653, ni. Rebecca Putnam

Feb. 2nd, 1672.

J.^coB. b. May 14th, 1655, m. Mary Bacon, .luiu'

1911', 1683.

Joseph, b. Aug. 8th, 1658, unmarried, died

young.

Benja.min, b. Apr. 15th, 1660, m. Sarah Bacon.

Dec. 15th, 1685.

Samuel, b. May 9th, 1662, unmarried, died

young.
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Cbird Generation.

tThomus 2nd was the I'al-lici' of six boys, to wit:

Thomas Ikl, b. June 3cl, 1671, m. Elizabeth

Andrews May M, 1H93.

Jonathan, b. July 19th, l(j73, in. Susannah

Trask Jan. 3d, 1(;!)4.

John, b. Jan. 22nd, lH7(i, m. Phoebe Syinonds

Jan. 22nd, 1704.

Joseph, b. Aug. 12th, 1679,* m. 1st Rachel

Buxton Feb. 17th, 1711, and 2nd, Susanna Dorman

Nov. 3d, 1713. who died Oct. Gth, 1765, aged 84,

''of old age attended with ye dropsy." He died

Mar. 27th, 1748, aged 69.

William, b. Nov. 30th, 1685, m. Elizabeth

Goodale Oct. 16th, 1714, and second Miss Deborah

Hill June 15th, 1741.

Stephen, b. of 2nd wife, Martha Burgy, Aug,

10th, 1700. and m. Hannah Moulton Jan. 1st, 1723.
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tRuTH, the second daughter of Thomas 1st, left

one child by her first husband, Ruth Wheeler, and

one by her second husband which died in infancy.

tDEBORAH, the third daughter, left ten children,

Jonathan, Deborah, Joseph, Benjamin, Mercy,

David, Phoebe, Mary, Elizabeth, and Edward.

tJonN, the second son, left one child, Bethia, of

whom we have no trace.

tJACOB, the third son, left five children, Mary,

Elizabeth, Edward, Sarah, and Jacob.

tBenjamin, the fifth son, left six children,

Samuel, Benjamin, Sarah, Ruth, Abigail, and

Hannah.



fourth Generation.

tTiio.MAS 3d was the father of seven children, as

follows: John, who died young, Joseph, Timothy,

Mary, Ruth, Betty, and Lydia.

fJoNATHAN left six children, Jonathan, jr., Sarah,

Eunice, Susannah, Anna, and Ruth.

tJonx left seven children, John, jr., Andrew,

Ruth, David, Phoebe, Jerusha, and Elizabeth.

tJosEPii left one son by his first wife, Joseph,

b. Feb. 12th, 1712, and five children by his second

wife, Rachel, b. Aug. 1st, 1714; Ruth, b. Mar. oth,

1716; Amos, b. 1717, baptised Feb. Kith, 1718;

Thomas, b. 1720, baptised Apr. 10th, 1720;

Kphraira, b. Mar. 7th, 1722, m. Mary Putnam Oct.

17th, 1749, and died Feb. 20th, 1792, aged 70 years.

tWiLLiAM left four children, William, jr., Nathan,

Ruth, and Jeremiah.

IStephen left no children that we find record of.

tRuTH left a daughter by her first husband, Ruth

Wheeler, who m. Foye and left no children that we

know of, and also one child by her second husband

which died in infancy.

14



Of tDEBoRAfls children David Richardson left

three children, Solomon, Hannah, and Bethia. The

other children of Deborah by both husbands were

all married but we have no account of their children.

tJACOB left five children, Mary m. a Whipple,

and left three children, James, Jacob and Mary.

Elizabeth m. a Fisk and left nine children, Sarah,

Elizabeth, Lucy, Mercy, Jonathan, Ebenezer, Jacob,

William and Mary. Edward ra. Quarles and left

seven children, Josiah, Edward, Ephraim, Israel,

Mary, Sarah and Benjamin. Sarah m. Fisk and

left eight children, Daniel, Benjamin, Samuel,

William, Josiah, Sarah. Martha and Hannah.

Jacob m. Abigail Holton, left ten children, Elisha,

Ezra, Abigail, Elizabeth, Sarah, Rev. Timothy,

pastor of church in Princeton, Mass.. Mehitable.

Holton, Jacob, jr.. who died in 1799, and David,

who was a physician in Middleton and died

Nov. Gt"h, 1821, aged 70 years. He married his

niece Abigail, the daughter of his sister Elizabeth,

and by her had a daughter named Abigail who

married Richard Osborne, of Salem.

15



J^enjamin's children numl)ored six us follows:

Samuel m. a Littlefield and left seven childi'en,

Samuel, jr., James, Benjamin, Miriam, Mary,

Nabby and Joshua.

Benjamin m. Mary Fullei-, daughter of Thomas

3d. They left eight children, Daniel, Andrew,

Sarah and Elijah all died young, Archelaus, Daniel,

who graduated at Harvard, 1764, and preached in

Gloucester, Andrew, who graduated at Harvard,

17(!7, and Benjamin.

Sarah m. a Felch, left two children, Deborah

and Daniel.

Ruth m. a Smith. She left ten children, James,

Walter, Jonathan, Sarah, Ruth, Mary, Elizabeth,

Amos, Benjamin and Abigail.

Abigail m. a Hayward of whom we have no

further account.

Hannah m. first a Swinerton, by whom she had

one child Elizabeth, and m. second a Fowle by

whom she had two children, John and Ebenezer.



Tiftb Generation.

Children of *tEphraim Fuller and Mary Putnam:

Nehemiah, b. Oct. 5th, 1750, d. Mar. 24th, 1785.

Elizabeth, b. Aug. 9th, 1752, no further record.

Abijah, b. Sept. 22d, 1754, d. June 6th, 1817.

Simeon, b. Aug. 12th, 1759, ni. Rebecca Berry

June inth, 179(1, and died Mar. 10th, 1806.

*It is traditionallj' reptirted that Capt. Ephraim Fuller was
a revolutionary soldier, and it is confidentlj' believed this tradi-

tion is true although at this v^^riting (March, 1896) no authentic
record of his connection with the war has been found.



Sixth feneration.

Children of tSimeon Fuller ami iiebeeea Berry.

(See Note VI.)

*Dean, b. Apr. 19tli, ITIM, m. Lydia Berry Dec.

1822. (1. Mur. 17th, 1864.

*Epiiraim, b. Jan. 15th, 1793, m. Sally Kimball

Apr. 27th, 1820, d. Mar. 4th, 1865.

Fanny, b. Oct. 20th. 1794, m. Je.sse Flint June

6th, 1817, d. May 27th, 1824.

Abijaii, b. Feb. 6th, 1801, ni. first Abigail

Francis Weston Dec. 14th, 1826, and second, Sarah

Blake Oct. 8th, 1850, and died July 13th, 1878.

Jesse, b. Mar. 18th, 1803, m. Elizabeth A.

Bartine July 14th, 1835, died Aug. 18th, 1872.

*Tradition says that Dean and Ephraim were called out in

the war of 1812 on the "Alarm List."



Seventh Generation.

Children of tFanny (Fuller) Flint and Jesse

Flint:

Rebecca Fuller, b. Oct. 23d, 1818, m. Wm.
Webster, d. Dec. 29th, 1847.

Enoch Perley, b. July 20th, 1820, unmarried,

d. Nov. 26th, 1841.

Fanny, b. March 2d, 1824, died young.

Children of fAbijah Fuller and Abigail F.

(Weston) Fuller;

Fanny Sophia, b. Oct. 20th, 1827, d. Dec. 20th,

1832.

William Henry, b. June 23d, 1829, d. Dec. 23d,

1832.

Jesse Franklin, b. Mar. 4th, 1832, m. first

Sarah Abigail MacNeill Nov. 27th, 1860, and

second, Sarah Stacey Learoyd Sept. 4th, 1878.

Fanny Sophia, b. Apr. 24th, 1834, d. July

14th, 1842.

William Henry, b. Mar. 15th, 1830, m. Mary

Elizabeth Brown Dec. 24th, 1861.
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*Ephraim, b. June 28th, 1838, m. Annie Eliza

Chipman Oct. 2d, 1876.

John Hubbard, b. Sept. 9th, 1840, d. July 28th,

1842.

Rebecca Berry, b. July 3d, 1843, m. Lyman

Darling Sept. 12th, 185G.

( Mary Ward, b. Nov. 21st, 1845, d. Sept.

]
19th, 1846.

( Martha WiLKiNS, b. Nov. 21st, 1845, ra.

Geo. M. Young July 10th, 1868, and m. second

Gilman A. Kimball Mar. 8th, 1883, and d. Oct. 8th,

1890.

Children of fAbijah Fuller and Sarah (Blake)

Fuller:

Mary Ellen, b. May 4th, 1853, m. Frank L.

Wilkins Dec. 24th, 1874.

Sarah Abba, b. Sept. 12th, 1854, m. Charles O.

Frost, Nov. 24th, 1881.

*Served in the war of the RebeHion.



Children of tJesse Fullei" and Elizabeth A. (Rar-

tine) Puller:

Thomas Simeon, b. Apr. 14th, 1836, m. Effie

Birdsall Sept. 15th, 1855.

Jesse, b. Aug. 22d, 1888, d. Oct. 27th, 1839.

Rebecca Elizabeth, b. Sept. 30th, 1840, ni.

Wm. B. Putney Aug. 22d, 1883.

*Charles Wesley (Colonel), b. July 2d, 1843,

m. Matilda B. Williams May 29th, 1867.

Henry Dean, b. Jan. (Jth, 1840.

Sarah, b. Apr. 20th, 1848, m. Joseph N. Smith

Dec. 17th, 1879.

Jesse, b. Apr. 2d, 1851, m. Ida A. Goldey Doc.

2d, 1873.

Lydia Emily, b. June 20th, 1853, m. Sydney

Fisher Oct. 9th, 1889.

George Albert, b. June 1st. 1857, m. Fannie

Seaiies June 7th, 1882.

*Scrvfil ill the war of the Rebellion.



eighth Generation.

Grandchildren of Abijah Fuller. (See Sixth

Generation.)

Laura Reeve, adopted by Jesse Franklin and

Sarah A. Fuller, 1874.

Henrietta Learoyd, daughter of Jesse F. and

Sarah S. Fuller, b. Jan. 17th, 1880.

Arthur Benson, son of Wm. Henry and Mary

E. Fuller, b. Jan. 19th, 1868.

Nine children from Ejohraim and Annie E.

(Chipnian) Fuller:

Revie Louise, b. July 3d, 1877, d. Nov. 13th,

1889.

Bertram Learoyd, b. Jan. 23d, 1879, d. July

7th, 1879.

Harry Leander, b. March 6th, 1880.

Mary Frances, b. Jan. 26th, 1883.

Nellie Marie, b. Apr. 5th, 1884, d. Feb. 28th,

1891.

Charles Chipman, b. Oct. 13th, 1886, d. Oct.

28th, 1886.
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Annie Ciiipman. b. Mar. 2-A, 1888, d. Feb. 27, 1891.

Arthur Benson, b. May 17ih, 1890.

Dean Weston, b. Jan. 25th, 1895.

Five children from Rebecca B. (Fuller) and

Lyman Darling:

Lyman Abijah, b. Dec. 21st, 1856, m. Phoebe

Ann Kimball Apr. 26th, 1883.

Charles Weston, b. Aug. 18th, 1858.

Will Vivian, b. Aug 28th, 186L m. Mary

Elizabeth Record Aug. 21st, 1879.

Martha Annis, b. June 14th, 1865.

Frances Fuller, b. Sept 23d, 1871.

Three children from Mary Ellen (Fuller) and

Frank L. Wilkins:

Mabelle Stevens, b. Sept. 17th, 1875.

Norman Fuller, b. Mar. 9th, 1878.

Francis Blake, b. July 1-lth, 1894.
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Grandchildren of Jesse Fuller 1st. (See Sixth

Generation.)

Daughter of Thomas Simeon and Efiie (Rirdsall)

Fuller.

Caromne Elizabeth, b. Dec. 26th, 1857, m.

Henri Lucien Clair Gargan, Oct. 8th, 1878.

Two children from Charles Wesley and Matilda

13. (Williams) Fuller:

Harry W^ifjja.ms, b. June 14th, 18(J8.

Fanny Searles, b. June 2d, 1871.

Two sons from Sarah (Fuller) and Jos(>])h N.

Smith:

Mortimer Fuller, b. Nov. 19th, 1881.

Joseph Newton, b. Mar. 9th, 1887.

Three children from Jesse and Ida A. (Goldoy)

Fuller:

Maud, b. Oct. 21st, 1874.

Jesse, b. Aug. 10th, 1876.

Albert Goldey, b. June 14th, 1895.

One child from Lydia Emily (Fuller) and Sydney

Fisher:

Harriet Bartine, b. Apr. 11th, 1891.
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nitttb Generation.

Great grandchildren of Abijah Fuller. (Sixth

Generation.)

Three children from Lyman A. and Phoebe A.

(Kiml)all) Darling:

Edith Kimball, b. Aug. 16th, 1884.

Chester Fuller, b. Mar. 14th, 1886.

Harold Preston, b. Mar. 29th, 1891.

Two children from Will V. and Mary E. (Record)

Darlingf:

Charles Greenleaf, b. Aug. 21st, 1880.

Carroll Lyman, b. July 2d, 1882.

Great grandchild of Jesse Fuller 1st. (Sixth

Generation.)

Raymond Edouard Henri, b. July 11th. 1880,

son of Caroline E. (Fuller) and Henri Lucien Chiir

Gargan.





Brief l)i$torical notes.

« « « « «

I.

This compilation, in one line embraces nine

generations, covering over two hundred and seventy

years. The regular heads of this line are as fol-

lows: 1, Thomas; 2, Thomas 2d; 3, Joseph 2d; 4,

Ephraim: 5, Simeon; 6, (a) Abijah, and (b) Jesse;

7, children of (a) Abijah, and of (b) Jesse; 8, grand

children of (a) Abijah, and of (b) Jesse; 9, great

grand children of (a) Abijah, and of (b) Jesse. It

will be noticed also that but two of these, so far as

we can learn, were born on foreign soil, the

emigrant Thomas in Great Britain, and Raymond

Edouard Henri Gargan, who was born in Lyons

(Fr, Lyon), France.
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II.

A line which developed remarkable intellectual

strength runs as follows: 1, Thon:ias 1st; 2, Jacob;

3, Jacob 2d; 4, Timothy; 5, Timothy 2d; 6, Arthur

Buckminster, and Sarah Margaret. Timothy (4)

who m. Sarah Williams, was a clergyman, a grad-

uate of Harvard Univ., and pastor of a church in

Princeton. His son, Timothy (5), m. Margaret

Crane was an advocate, and became Hon. Of his

children, Arthur B., who also graduated at Harvard

Univ., and at Cambridge Divinity school, was a

clergyman and preacher of marked ability in Boston

and in Watertown. As a volunteer in the Union

Army in the war of the Rebellion, he was made

chaplain, and was also distinguished as a newspaper

correspondent. He was killed at Fredericksburg

by a sharpshooter.

His sister, Sarah Margaret, Marchioness, Ossoli,

was one of the most remarkable women of the time.

At the age of eight years she wrote Latin verse,

while her favorite studies were Philosophy, History

and Aesthetics. At ten years she read Tasso and

27



Ariosto in the original, and a little later made

herself familiar with German writers. At the invi-

tation of Horace Greeley, she contributed to the

"Tribune" a series of articles on Literature and

Art which were afterward collected and published

in London, Eng.

In Rome she met Marquis D'Ossoli to whom she

was married in 1847. In 1850, on her way home,

when in sight of New York, a hurricane struck the

ship and with her husband and new born infant,

she perished in the waves.



m.
Fi'oni another branch rann.' Col. Charles A.

Fuller, who wa.-^ born in Boston in 1814, and died

at Appleton, Wis., Ucc. 16th, 1H90. He graduated

at West Point U. S. Military Academy, and entered

the United States Engineering department in 1887,

and remained in that line of work for the most part

till his death. He affiliated with the south in the

war of the Rebellion, and when the "cause was

lost," again entered the U. S. Engineering depart-

ment. His work extended from the Great Lakes to

the Gulf of Mexico. He performed important work

at New Orleans and was complimented by the

government for his efficiency. His last work was

in connection with the United States Fox River

Improvement.

This line was 1, Thomas; 2, Benjamin, 3, Benja-

min 2nd; 4, Daniel (Rev.) who m. Hannah Bowers;

5, Benjamin 3d, who m. Mary Beal; 6, Charles A.

(Colonel.)

29



IV.

Tradition furnishes many interesting anecdotes

of one Timothy Fuller, who lived in Middleton and

was commonly called "Old Tim." It is related that

at a time when at work, becoming thii'sty, he called

at a house for a drink; the woman being alone said

"you rock the cradle while I draw the cider."

Upon her return with the cider, he asked her to

give him the child in the cradle. She promised to

do so on condition that he would wait till she was

eighteen years old. He promised to do so, and at

that time came and took her as his wife, making

her the mistress of his forty negroes. At this

writing (1896) the old "gambrel roofed"" house

where these slaves were domiciled is still standing

and occupied. It was built in 1710.

The killing of volunteei" farmers on the historical

19th of April, 1775, by order of the British Com
mander, stirred the blood of all in this region, and

with characteristic energy "Old Tim," now Til years

old, with his white mare and shotgun started for

the scene of action. He was also in the fig^ht at



iUinker'.s Hill. His liiu-agc \v;is: 1, Tlioinas; \1,

riioiiKis 'Id; y>, Thonuis :>(i: 4, Timothy, •> 17015, m.

S;u-ali Siiiilli .Inly, 174!). Bis widow died in lSjJ4.



V.

Capt. , afterward Colonel, Archelaus Fuller m.

Mrs. Betty (Dale) Putnam. His home was in Mid-

dleton. He was chosen representative to the

Provincial Congress held at Cambridge, Mass.,

"Feb. ye first day, 1775." He was acting 2nd

major April 19th, 1775, was made major of the 8th

Essex county regulars the 8th of Feb., 1776, and

was after wai'd made Lieut. Col. June 2Gth, 1776.

He died at Charlestown, New Hampshire, Aug.

25th, 177(i.

Daniel, son of Archelaus, also was a man of note.

He lived from 1771 to 1855, and hold every office of

importance, in the gift of the town. He was also

Justice of the Peace for the county continuously for

thirty-five years having been repeatedly recom-

uiissioned. He was a farmer, a man of superior

abilities, honest, upright, and conscientious in all

his dealings. This line was: 1, Thomas; 2, Benja-

min; 8, Benjamin 2d; 4, Ai'chelaus. m. Mrs. Betty

Putnam, 1770; 5, Daniel, m. Sally Estey Nov. 19th,

1798. Daniel left four sons and two daughters.
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VL
All the descendants from and after the sixth

generation, Simeon Fuller who married Rebccea

Berry .Tune 10th. 1790, can have nothing short of a

deep interest in the lineage that runs back on

Rebecca Berrys side. In St. Nicholas church, in

Yarmouth, Eng., one of the finest buildings in that

city, founded in 1101. William Towne and Joanna

Blessing were married March 25th, 1620, and their

marriage is there recorded. They came to Salem in

lt)32, and moved to Topsfield in 1652. Of their

eight children, the eldest, Rebecca, b. in 1621, m.

Francis Nourse, and was executed for alleged witch-

craft. The sixth child, Mary, was born in 1634,

and m. Isaac Estey. She also was executed for

alleged witchcraft. Still another, Sarah, the

seventh child, was also apprehended for the same

crime, but was afterward released.

The third child of Isaac and Mary (Towne) Estey,

John, b. Jan. 2d, 1662, m. Mary Dorman. Of the

children of John and Mary (Dorman) Estey, the

seventh, Jonathan, b. May 4th, 1707, m. Susanna
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Monroe of Lexington, Mass. Of their seven chil-

dren, the fourth, Susanna, b. Jan. 26th, 1741,

married Nathaniel Berry. Nathaniel and Susanna

(Estey) Berry left nine children, of whom the fifth,

Rebecca, b. Sept. IGth, 1769, m. Simeon Fuller

June 10th, 1790, and lived in Middleton. Hence it

appears that all the descendants of Simeon and

Rebecca (Berry) Fuller, of the sixth generation of

the foregoing genealogy, can trace their lineage

directly back to Mary (Towne) Estey, who, with her

sister, Rebecca (Towne) Nourse, became victims of

the witchcraft delusion.

The records of the town of Topsfield, Mass., give

this lineage in full, as well as the eloquent and piti-

ful pleadings of these women doomed to their cruel

fate, the originals of which are still in existence.
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VII.

FRO.Nr THE HISTORY OF 'I'OI'SFI KLD, MASS.

The clear good sense, the sweet spirit, the sub-

lime piety, and the cruel fate of Mary Estey have

long commanded, and must ever command the

admiration and the pity of all who learn her story.

Her simple eloquence, and the anguish that must

have wrung many Topsfield families, and the terror

that reigned in that region during the dreadful

summer and autumn of 1G92, can be conceived of

only as to remind us and help us to appreciate our

lot in an age of clearer light, of better temper, and

of milder laws.

After her condemnation Mary Estey sent a peti-

tion to the court, which exhibits the noblest

fortitude, sweetness of temper, dignity, and resig-

nation as well as calmness toward her accusers, and

will be read with unqualified admiration, especially

when it is I'emembered that "confession" was the

sure means of obtaining the favor of the court.

"The petition of Mary Estey unto his Excel-

lency, Sir William Phipps, and to the honorable
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Judge and bench sitting in judicature in Salem

humbly showeth:

That whereas your poor and humble petitioner

being condemned to die, doth humbly beg of you to

take it into your judicious and pious considei'ation

that your poor and humble petitioner, knowing my
own innocency (blessed be the Lord for it) and see-

ing plainly the wiles and subtlety of my accusers,

by myself cannot but judge charitably of others

that are going the same way as myself, if the Lord

step not mightily in. I was confined a whole month

on the same account that I am now condemned for,

and cleared by the afflicted persons as some of your

honors know; and in two day's time I was cried out

upon by them, and have been confined and am now

condemned to die. The Lord above knows my
innocency then, and likewise doth now, as at the

great day will be known to men and angels. I peti-

tion to your honoi's, not for my own life, for I know

1 must die, and my appointed time is set; but tlie

Lord he knows it is— if it be possible— that no

more innocent blood may be shed; which undoubtedly
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cannot bo avoided in the way and course you go on.

I question not but your honors do, to the utmost of

your powers, in the discovery and detectino- of

witchcraft and witches, and would not lie guilty of

innocent blood, foi* the world; but by my own inno-

cency 1 know you are in the wj'ong way. The Loi-d

in his infinite mercy direct you in this great woi-k, if

it be his blessed will that no more innocent blood i)e

shed. T would humbly beg of you that youi- honors

would be pleased to examine these afflicted persons

strictly, and keep them apart some time, and like-

wise try some of these confessing witches, T being

confident there are several of them who have belied

themselves and othei's as will appear, if not in this

world, I am sure in the world to come, wliither T

am going; and I question not but yourselves will

see an alteration in these things. They say myself

and others have made a league with the devil: we

cannot confess. I know, and the Lord knows, as

will shortly appear, they believe me, and so 1 ques-

tion not, but they do others; the Lord alone, who is

the Searcher of all hearts, knows as I shall answer
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it at the tribunal seat, that I know not the least

thing about witchcraft; therefore, I cannot, durst

not, belie my own soul. I beg your honors not to

deny this my humble petition, from a poor innocent

person; and I question not, the Lord will give a

blessing to your endeavor."

The original of the above petition is still in

existence; and various circumstantial evidence

make it highly probable that it was written by the

petitioner herself.
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VIII.

While very few of the old landmarks remain to

attest the privations of our early ancestors, much

satisfaction is given in examining even the records

of them, and among these, there are perhaps none

that open before us more clearly the modes of

expression, the incidental means of dealing, and the

ordinary methods of transacting business, of making

payments, etc., than some original deeds transfer-

I'ing real estate, which are still extant. Several of

these papers are in the possession of members of

the seventh generation, and are carefully preserved

as valuable mementoes of the dead past. These

original deeds bear dates from 1709 to 17G5 and

show marked evidence of the painstaking of their

makers. Many oddities appear in these times, in

reading of the Government as provincial and vested

in Great Britain, in the use of English money, and

in the current use of words and phrases that have

long since become obsolete.



IX.

AVH,L OF THOAIAS FULLER, THE EMIGRANT.

Ill the name of God, Amen. 1, Thomas Fuller

sen'r, of Salem, in the county of Essex, in New
England, the ninth day of June, one thousand six

hundred and ninety-eight, being sick and weak in

body but of sound mind and memory, thanks be

given to God for the same, do make and ordain this

my last will and testament in the manner and form

following; that is to say, principally and first of all

I give and recommend my immortal soul into the

hand of my merciful God, Father, Son and Holy

Ghost who gave it, and only through the merits of

Jesus Christ my Redeemer, and ray body I commit

to the earth, to be buried in a christianlike and

decent manner, at the direction of my executor and

christian friends; and touching my worldly estate

which yet remains in my hands I dispose of as

follows:

Itent. T give and bequeath to my daughter,

Dean, a feather bed, and that which now belongs to

it; and a great kettle, and one pewter platter, and
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a draught chain, and eight pounds to be paid by my
executor in money or as money within two or three

years after my decease. And also ] give to my

daughter Ruth Wilkins ten pounds out of my estate

in or as in money within three or four years after

my decease, and a pewter platter to be given to her

daughter when she is done with it.

Tf<i)t. 1 give unto my daughtcn- Deborah Shaw,

her live children, three daughters and two sons,

forty shillings apiece to be paid within five years

after my decease as money, or land in lieu of it, and

also I give unto my grandson David Richardson,

ten pounds as money, oi' land in lieu of it.

Item. I give unto my granddaughter Ruth

Wheeler, five pounds in or as in money to be paid

within five years after my decease, a pillion, and a

smoothing iron, and a linen spinning wheel to be

part of the five pounds.

Item. I give unto my granddaughter Bethia

Fuller, fifty shillings, to be paid in or as money, to

be paid within two or three years after my decease.

Item. I give unto my son Thomas Fuller, five

shillings.
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It<')u. I give unto my son Benjamin Fuller, a

tloek bed and a flock bolster, and a feather pillow

and two blankets.

JfeiH. T give to my son Jacob Fuller, four score

acres of upland and meadow, be it more or less,

lying at little Beach Meadow, and also about one

hundred and fifty acres lying in Reading bounds, of

u[)land and swamp, be it more or less, and also my
right in the saw mill irons, five parts of six being

mine, there being six parts in the saw mill irons,

and all my tools together with my household goods

whatsoever, and all my debts and dues whatsoever,

and 1 appoint and ordain my son Jacob Fuller sole

executor of this my last will and testament, as wit-

ness my hand and seal,

Thomas Fuller sen"i- and a seal.

Witnesses:

Nathan Putnam,

The mark of Hannah Wilkins,

IsR.VEL Porter.

Mr. Nathaniel Putnam, Mr. Israel Porter and

Hannah Wilkins made oath that they were present
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and saw Mr. Tliomas Fuller sen'r sign, seal, and

heard him declare the above written instrument to

be his last will and testament and that he was then

of disposing mind to their best discerning.

Essex, ss.—Before the honorable Jonathan Cor-

win, esquire, judge of probate of Wills, etc., at

Salem, July 4th, 1698, sworn attest, John Higgiii-

son, register, upon which this will is ])roved,

approved, and allowed, being presented by Ja(*ob

Fuller, the executor therein named.

Salem, 4 July, 1698,

Attest, John Hioginson, register.



A reading of this Will seems to indicate that

the eldest son, Thomas, did not receive his just por-

tion, but it is a matter of record that at the time

the Will was made, he was over fifty years of age,

married, and had received his part of the inherit-

ance in land. From other sources it appears also

that others had recf'ived lands from the father,

Thomas, prior to the making of his Will, which in a

measure accounts for apparent disci'iminations in

that document.



XI.

Thomas, the omigraiit, left on ceeord some

verses indicative of the change whicli came upon

him and induced liim to make the Forest Home in

New England, his abiding place. While evidently

not of high poetical culture these verses clearly

indicate a genuine puritan stamina which brings to

subsequent generations the best evidence of the

fearless and noble spirit which possessed him and

directed him through life.

We subjoin these verses which were collected

from aged persons, by the Rev. Daniel Fuller, of

(xloucester, a great grandson of the emigrant

Thomas.

In thirty-eiKht I set my foot

On this New England shore.

My thoughts were then to st.iy one year.

And here to stay no more.

But, by the preaching of Cod's word
By famous Shepard he.

In what a woful state I was,

I then began to see.
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Christ cast his garments over nie.

And all my sins did cover;

More precious to my soul was he

Than dearest friend or lover.

His pard'ning mercy to my soul

All thoughts did far surmount;

The measure of his love to me
\V;is quite be.\ond account.

Ascended on his holj' hill,

I saw the city clear,

And knew 'twas New Jerusalem,

I was to it so near.

I said my mountain does stand strong.

And doubtless 'twill forever;

But soon God turned his face away,

.•\nd joy from me did sever.

Sometimes 1 am on mountains high.

Sometimes in valleys low:

The state that man's in here below.

Does ofttimes ebb and flow.

I heard the voice of God by man.

Yet sorrows held me fast;

But these my joys did far exceed,

God heard my cry at last.

Satan has flung his darts at me,

And thought the day to win;

Because he knew he had a friend.

That always dwelt within.



Hut surely (Uxl will save my soul !

And, thouKli y<<ii trouble have,

My children dear, who fear the Lord,

Your soul at death. He'll save.

All tears shall then be wiped away.
And joys bej'ond compare,

Where Jesus is, and angels dwell

With every saint vou'U share.
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