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-Mac Randall = = 

After years of struggling on the fringes of the music business, Hank Williams signed 
with MGM Records; and so began a fabled string of Top Ten hits. For the rest of his life, Hank was a star, but 
drinking and drug problems would soon get the better of him. Hearing the classic songs on this disc, all of 
them original studio tracks from Williams' too-brief heyday, it can actually seem amazing that he lasted as 
long as he did. Just listen to the pained yodeling of "Lovesick Blues" or the defeated sighs of "Cold, Cold 
Heart," this music's ghostly allure remains immediat&i^direct shot to the soul. 
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It's a familiar story. Gifted young upstart comes out of nowhere (or so it seems), rewrites the 
rules of his chosen field, entrances the world, then fades away as quickly as he appeared. The 
history of popular music is full of these doomed stars: Hendrix, Cobain, Buddy Holly, Gram 

Parsons, insert name here. And hovering over them all is the spirit of the man who, more than 
anyone, established the template of the pop Icarus—Hank Williams, singer, songwriter, progen¬ 
itor of country music as we know it, dead before he hit 30. 

Growing up in rural Alabama during the 1920s and '30s, Williams absorbed the influences of 
both white country and black blues, a combination that he would successfully parlay into his 
own brand of "honky-tonk." After years of struggling on the fringes of the music business, he 
signed with MGM Records in 1947, and so began a fabled string of Top Ten hits, including "Move 
It On Over," "Lovesick Blues," and "My Bucket's Got a Hole In It." For the rest of his life, Hank 
was a star, but drinking and drug problems would soon get the better of him. A combination of 
whiskey and morphine killed him on January 1, 1953, in the back of his brand-new Cadillac, on 
the way from Knoxville, Tennessee to a gig in Canton, Ohio. 

Hearing the classic songs on this disc, all of them original studio tracks from Williams’ too- 
brief heyday, it can actually seem amazing that he lasted as long as he did. The man sounds as 
if he’s about to implode from overwhelming sadness at nearly every turn. Just listen to the 
pained yodeling of "Lovesick Blues" or the defeated sighs of "Cold, Cold Heart''—this music's 

ghostly allure remains immediate, a direct shot to the soul. 

—Mac Randall (Senior Editor, Guitar One; Author of Exit Music: The Radiohead Story.) 
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