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 edithpiaf 
; La Vie E n Rose 
i , ■ 

j 1. La vie en rose 
i 2. Je m’en fous pas mal 
! • 3, C'est merveilleux 
p 4.Uncoinfoutbleu 
i 5. La Java ae cezigue 
; 6. L'accordeoniste 
j 7. J’af qu’a I’regarder 
I ' 8.. C ’ e f a 11 u n e h I s f o i r e d ’ a m o u r • 
j 9. Tu es partouf 
I 10. Les momes de ia cloche 
I 11. Simple com me bon'jour 
I 1 2. M o n 1 e g 1 o n n a i r e 
i 3. M o n Q p e r o 
I 14. Ne m’ecr.ls pas- 

15. Correqu’ ef Reguyer 
I 16. C’est un Monsieur tres distingue 
[ 17.' C’est ia moindre des choses 

18. Le Vagabond 
19. Un refrain couraif dans iq rue 
20. Adieu mon coeur 

.2 1. Le chant du pirate 
2 2.Lesfrolscloches 
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During the twentieth century numerous popular singers hove mode a reputation for 

themselves and earned a fortune out of their talents. Very few hove transcended 

stardom to become such a part of the fabric of their native country that their careers 

form a part of its social history In Great Britain Vera Lynn attained this status,- on the 

other side of the Channel Edith Piaf achieved what remains an extremely rare 

distinction. The quintessential French chanteuse, a tragic personal life endeared Piat to 

the nation almost as much as her singing. 

Born in Paris on 19th December 1915, Edith Giovanna Gassion experienced great 

poverty as a child. As her father was an unreliable itinerant actrobat, mother a 

penniless cafe singei; the young girl was placed in the far from tender care of her 

maternal grandmother who proved as neglectful of Edith as her parents. Such was 

her poor state of health that she temporarily went blind. Taken in by her errant father’s 

family she was able to recover and built up a modicum of physical strength. 

Given such an unsettled family background it is not surprising that Edith asserted her 

independence by making her own way in the world at a young age. Although she 

posessed a rare vocal talent there was no quick rise to the top for the teenager At the 

beginning she only managed to scrape a living by singing in the streets. 

In 1935 Edith was befriended by Louis Leplee, owner of several small nightclubs. Not 

only did he decide to feature her at one of them, he also dubbed her la Mome Piaf 

Mome meaning a kid or urchin, Piof being a slang expression for a sparrow. With her 

diminutive stature, waif-like appearance and strong voice the newly-christened Edith 

Piaf made an immediate impact. The following year she debuted on radio, soon 

becoming popular ‘over the air’. By the time war broke out Piaf was already one of 

the top vocalists in France with hits including ‘Mon Legionnaire’ and ‘L’Accordeoniste’\o 
her credit. It was then that the first of the many scandals broke which were to dog 

Edith for the rest of her life. 

In 1939 Piafs mentor Louis Leplee was found murdered,- she was arrested as a 

material witness and though soon released, had to work hard to re-establish herself 

as a singer Edith gradually resuscitated her career and was rewarded with the 

ultimate accolade in French show business - an appearance at the famous ABQ Edith 

also devoted some of her energy to entertaining troops overseas. Sadly even this 

selfless work was turned against Piaf when she was accused of being a Nazi 

cdllabator following a trip to Germany where she performed for French prisoners of 

war The allegations were dismissed, but the incident left a nasty taste in her mouth for 

some time afterwards. 

Once the war was over Edith Piaf became a world-wide star Her 1946 recording 

of ‘Les trois cioches' (The Three Bells) with Les Compagnons de la Chanson became 

an international hit, leading to appearances in films and tours to the United States. 

Despite this hectic schedule Edith still managed to spend time writing songs, an area 

of her talent which is often overlooked. 

Despite the fact that Edith Piaf had reached the very top, her personal life was as 

stormy as ever Well - publicised affairs with young male singers, such as Yves 

Montand, kept her name in the headlines, while an increasing dependence on drink 

and drugs threatened the singer’s well-being. Edith’s constant battles with illness caused 

the cancellation of several engagements during the last decade of her life. There were 

four crashes, and a suicide attempt together with numerous operations and spells in 

hospital which further undermined her health just as they added to the Piaf legend. 

In 1959 Edith Piaf endured a lengthy stay in hospital, only being released after 

months of intensive treatment. Determined to work again, she collapsed on stage 

during her comeback. Perhaps realising that her life was nearing ifs end, Piaf reached 

new heights as an artist during this period. 

Edith Piafs death on 11th October 1963 came as no surprise to the French people, 

but her compatriots mourned her passing in a way suggesting she meant tar more to 

them than someone who'was just a singer ever could. They felt they had lost a part 

of their own being to the extent that nearly three million ordinary citizens thronged to 

attend the funeral. To a generation ‘The Littie Sparrow’ was far more than a singei; she 

was an icon. 
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