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Even more than nine years after his death, Henry Mancini is the most famous of all film 
composers. His film writing was jazz-oriented without being jazz, and his arrangements 
were both subservient to a movie's story (as all scores must be) and strong enough 
to stand on their own apart from the picture. He had his own musical personality and 
quite a few of his songs became well-known including "Days Of Wine And Roses" (a 
jazz standard), "Moon River," "Charade" and "The Pink Panther." Henry Mancini was 
born April 16, 1924 in Cleveland, Ohio. As a teenager he wrote some arrangements 
and sent them to Benny Goodman, who encouraged him to study and work in music. 
After serving in the military during World War II, Mancini had a stint with Tex Beneke in 
the postwar Glenn Miller orchestra, playing piano and contributing charts. By the late 
1940s he was writing arrangements for record dates (including Mel Torme's Mel-Tones) 
and films, starting with the Abbott and Costello movie "Lost In Alaska". Mancini's 
writing talents were obvious and he soon became very busy with film and television 
scores. Among the many productions that he scored were "The Glenn Miller Story", 
"The Benny Goodman Story", "Touch Of Evil", "Breakfast At Tiffany's", "Days Of Wine 
And Roses", "The Pink Panther", "Two For the Road", "Wait Until Dark" and "10" plus 
the television series "Peter Gunn" and "Mr. Lucky". Henry Mancini was a household 
name decades before his death on June 14, 1994. 

Producer Graham Carter deserves the credit for both originating the idea of a Henry 
Mancini tribute set and for teaming together Phil Woods and Carl Saunders for the 
first time. One of the all-time great alto-saxophonists and a major force in jazz scene 

since at least 1954, Phil Woods is not only one of the masters of bebop but a musician 
who through the years has extended the idiom through his personal voice, inventive 
repertoire and inspired settings. So rather than just helping to keep straight-ahead jazz 
alive, Woods has kept it fresh and relevant through his exciting playing and the work 
of his regular quintet. Carl Saunders is not as world famous yet due to his valuable but 
underrated work as a lead trumpeter in big bands (including Bill Holman's) and being 
based in Los Angeles. But his playing on his three solo albums and the "Jazzed Media" 
CD "Phil Urso and Carl Saunders Salute Chet Baker" show just how tremendous a 
trumpeter he is, ranking near the top of his field. Woods comments: "I knew of Carl 
Saunders before this date but I'm actually a recent discoverer and admirer of his work. 
He's an amazing trumpet player. When I heard that he was onboard for the project, I 
was all for it because I wanted to play with him. We have a lot in common. We both 
love to play the piano, we write a lot of tunes, we both have an affinity for rich harmony 
and we're a couple veterans. We got along famously." Saunders says "Phil is great, 
an unbelievable musician who has perfect pitch. He is also a very good piano player. It 
was an inspiration to play with him." 

Both of the horn players were impressed by the rhythm section of pianist Jeff Jenkins, 
bassist Ken Walker and drummer Paul Romaine, each of whom are based in Denver. 
Saunders says, "Paul Romaine was on the Phil Urso record with me last year but I had 
not played with the other two players before. Jeff Jenkins was actually the engineer for 
that CD." Woods adds: "The rhythm section did a very good job. I hadn't played with 
them before. It just goes to show you the national aspects of our music. You don't have 
to live in New York City to sound good." 

In addition to having never played together before, neither Woods nor Saunders ever 
had the opportunity to work with Henry Mancini although both admire his writing 
ability. "I only met Henry Mancini once or twice since I'm on the East Coast and he was 
mostly on the West Coast" says Woods. "I made a guest appearance with Jack Elliott's 
orchestra one night. There was a party afterwards and I met Mr. Mancini. He said that 
he liked my recording of "Mr. Lucky"; that is the only time I met him. He was a pretty 
jazzy cat in his writing. He had a wonderful gift for melody and used hip chord changes. 
His writing is in the tradition of Gershwin, Porter and Arlen." 



Carl Saunders remembers that the original idea for this record was to stick exclusively 
to songs Mancini wrote for the "Peter Gunn" TV series. "But after listening to the 
original soundtrack, it seemed like some of the pieces were very similar. I convinced 
Graham to also have us record some other Henry Mancini tunes like "Two For The 
Road" and "Mr. Lucky" so there would be more variety. Some of Henry Mancini's 
songs are so popular that they have been overdone so, with a couple exceptions, we 
played his lesser-known pieces." Graham Carter warmed to the idea and suggested 
"Soldier In The Rain", "Free and Easy", and "The Pink Panther." The "Phil Woods and 
Carl Saunders Play Henry Mancini" project was underway! 

The quintet performs seven selections from "Peter Gunn" plus five of Mancini's other 
themes. Utilizing the arrangements of Jackson Stock, Gordon Brisker, Scott Tibbs, Eric 
Fankhauser, Saunders and Jenkins, the set has plenty of structure and spontaneity. 
The opening number is one of Mancini's most famous, "The Pink Panther." Jackson 
Stock's arrangement makes the group sound quite a bit larger than a quintet, and the 
arranged ensembles between the solos expertly set up each improvisation. "Lightly", 
the first of the numbers from "Peter Gunn", is a very likable romp and its melody is 
well worth reviving. "Walkin' Bass" is a medium-tempo blues that includes heated 
horn solos and a few spots for Ken Walker's bass. Saunders' arrangement of the 
wistful and melancholy waltz "Soldier In The Rain" leads to thoughtful statements; 
note Woods quote of "'Round Midnight." "Free And Easy" features some fiery alto 
playing, lyrical trumpet and another fine spot from Jenkins. "Fallout" starts out with 
a mysterious melody but then becomes a medium-up blues with strong spots for 
Saunders and Woods and a heated tradeoff that finds the horns often echoing each 
other's phrases before Jenkins brings the piece to a surprise ending. "Goofin' At The 
Coffee House", one of the Mancini melodies from "Peter Gunn", finds the group 
sounding very much like a West Coast cool jazz unit from the late 1950s, at least until 
the double-time solos of Saunders and Woods. The beautiful "Dreamsville" has the 
two horns sharing the haunting melody and building their solos out of each other's 
ideas. In his arrangement of "Mr. Lucky", Saunders inserted a break before each 
solo which keeps the momentum flowing and adds suspense to the performance. 
"Sorta Blue" fits its title, an attractive minor-tone piece that has one of Jeff Jenkins' 
strongest piano solos of the set. A catchy bass pattern played by Walker inspires 

explosive solos on "A Quiet Gass." The rewarding tribute concludes with "Two For 
The Road", which features Woods and Saunders interacting with each other and 
making concise statements based on the memorable theme. 

Both Saunders and Woods look forward to the future enthusiastically. The trumpeter 
says "It was a great experience meeting Phil and playing with him. I recently recorded 
the music of my Uncle Bobby Sherwood's orchestra including "Sherwood's Forest" 
and "The Elk's Parade" for an upcoming CD. My cousin Michael, who is Bobby's kid, 
discovered a lot of Bobby Sherwood's charts in the archives of Wyoming University. I've 
also continued playing lead with Bill Holman's orchestra, recently recorded with Bob 
Florence and have been doing club work in the Los Angeles area in addition to clinics and 
some emergency trumpet gigs." Phil Woods has been performing on worldwide tours 
sponsored by Yamaha (he helped design their Yamaha 82Z), works with his quintet, is 
in the process of starting a Brazilian band and is currently writing charts for his little big 
band for his next "Jazzed Media" recording; a set of Quincy Jones tunes. 

When asked to sum up the CD, Woods says "The music speaks for itself. We had a lot 
of fun doing it." Listeners will have no difficulty having fun listening to the infectious 
performances on "Phil Woods and Carl Saunders Play Henry Mancini", one of the 
finest jazz tributes to the music of Henry Mancini. 

SCOTT YANOW 
Author of eight jazz books including Trumpet Kings, 
Jazz On Record 1917-76, Bebop, Swing and Afro-Cuban Jazz 
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The Pink Panthen (7:15) Arranged by Jackson Stock 

Ltolltllj (6:21) Arranged by Gordon Brisker 

Walkin' Pass (4:39) Arranged by Jeff Jenkins 

Goldien in the Pain (6:47) Arranged by Carl Saunders 

Pm and Easy (6:19) Arranged by Scott Tibbs 

Fallout! (4:47) Arranged by Jeff Jenkins 

Goofin' at the Coffee House (5:36) Arranged by Jackson Stock 

Pmmsville (6:38) Arranged by Scott Tibbs 

Mil. Lucky (5:39) Arranged by Carl Saunders 

Gonta Plue (5:19) Arranged by Eric Fankhauser 

A Quiet Gass (5:56) Arranged by Gordon Brisker 

Two fon the Poad (9:36) Arranged by Jackson Stock 

Total Playing Time 75:28 

Phil Woods is an exclusive Yamaha artist. 
Thanks to Jim Murphy, Hiroshi Nakajima and Mike Lutley of Yamaha. 
Phil Woods uses Vandoren Reeds and a K&M Sax Stand. 
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Phil Urso and Carl Saunders Salute Chet Baker 

Irene Krai "Just for Now" 

Phil Woods "This is How I Feel About Quincy" 

Phil Woods & The Los Angeles Jazz Orchestra 

"Groovin' to Marty Paich" 

The Stamm/Soph Project "Live at Birdland NYC" 

The Bill Holman Band Live (2006 Grammy nominee) 

Denise Donatelli "In the Company of Friends" 

The Don Menza Big Band "Menza Lines" 

Pat Longo and His Hollywood Jazz Band "Extreme Heat" 

Jeff Kaye "Just Like Me" 

The Buddy Charles Concert Jazz Orchestra "We're Here" 

Phil Woods & The Los Angeles Jazz Orchestra 

"Unheard Herd" 

The Bud Shank Big Band "Taking the Long Way Home" 

Russ Reinberg "Blue Scarlett" 

Phil Woods "A Life in E Flat" DVD documentary 

Bob Lark/Phil Woods Quintet "In Her Eyes" 

Terry Gibbs "Findin' the Groove" 
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2. Lightly 

3. Walkin' Bass 

4. Soldier in the Rain 

5. Free and Easy 

6. Fallout! 

7. Goofin' at the Coffee House 

8. Dreamsville 

9. Mr. Lucky 

10. Sorta Blue 

11. A Quiet Gass 

12. Two for the Road 

Total Playing Time 75:28 
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