


Into each life a little music must fall. The patter and hush of rain create a rhythm of their own, though 
it's a sound for which we prefer to have a few additional songs on hand. Here are some of our favorites 
to accompany those days when your mood may not be bright and neither is the weather. 
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ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 
Rufus Wainwright 
From the album Poses 

The son of Loudon Wainwright III and Kate McGarrigle has 
inherited musical talent and a gift for storytelling from his folk- 
musician parents. Rufus Wainwright possesses a voice that is like 
a restless journey. It soars to intense heights and bottoms out to 
angst-filled lows, full of a restlessness which is not entirely quelled. 
Poses is Wainwright's 2001 follow-up to his critically acclaimed, 
self-titled debut. A highlight is this remixed version of "Across the 
Universe," John Lennon's Beatles classic. A Poses bonus cut, it was 
featured in the Sean Penn vehicle / Am Sam. Reverently, yet with 
just the right touch of personality, Wainwright croons with haunting 
grace, echoing Lennon's cosmic vibe on the original. 



7 THE GOLDEN AGE 
“ Beck 

From the album Sea Change 

Even though it came out six years after Beck Hansen's hip-hop/ 
soul/eiectronica/"out there" masterpiece Odelay, 2002's Sea 
Change became his first Top 10 album. Laying aside his layered 
pastiche of blues, soul and hip-hop, the Silver Lake, California, 
songsmith stripped bare his sound and delivered an acoustically 
strung, Nigel Godrich-produced album. Infused with atmospherics 
reminiscent of Radiohead's "No Surprises," the gorgeous "The 
Golden Age" is Beck at his richest and most stirring. It is a perfect 
blend of country twang tinged with a you-can't-always-get-what- 
you-want resignation. 

3 AUTUMN LEAVES 
Eva Cassidy 
From the album Songbird 

Oxon Hill, Maryland's Eva Cassidy was painfully shy, but friends 
encouraged her to step forward, putting backup singing and 
obscure pub gigs behind her. Fortunately she did, delivering 
memorable takes on songs like "Autumn Leaves," taken from 
1998's Songbird. One of her most haunting performances, 
Cassidy's voice takes flight with all the plaintive power of 
Jefferson Airplane's "Cornin' Home to Me," hovering somberly 
over the pop/jazz standard. Published in French as "Les feuilles 
mortes" ("The Dead Leaves"), it was written in 1945 by Joseph 

Kosma and poet Jacques Prevert and given English lyrics by Tin 
Pan Alley tunesmith Johnny Mercer. Influenced by the likes of 
Ella Fitzgerald and Buffy Sainte-Marie, Cassidy was capable of 
tackling a variety of vocal styles. Her original songs, as well as her 
interpretations, were flawless and very personal. Sadly, just when 
her career was beginning to take off, Cassidy was diagnosed with 
cancer. She passed away at the age of 33. 

h WHEN THE STARS GO BLUE 
™ Ryan Adams 

From the album Gold 

If the former Whiskeytown frontman wasn't too preoccupied by 
the acclaim that anticipated his second solo outing, 2001's Gold, 
perhaps he'd just been too steeped in the muse. The North 
Carolinian delivers "When the Stars Go Blue" as though it's 
strained through his broken heart, depicting lost love from every 
angle. On par with the best downhearted folksingers, Adams makes 
fragility his key and lets his falsetto carry the blue-star sadness away. 

5TR0IS GYMNOPEDIES: NO. 1 
(LENT ET DOULOUREUX) 
Aldo Ciccolini 
From the album Satie: Gymnopedies 

Indelible French pianist and composer Erik Satie wrote emotionally 
charged music full of exacting melodies and harmonies. Disliking 



the "musician" label, Satie, who died in 1925 at age 59, referred 
to himself as a "phonometrician," or "one who measures sounds." 
Out of sync with the classical world but fully comprehending 
its import, Satie's work stormed the barricades of the soul and 
confronted a faceless mirror that reflected humanity's deepest 
desires. The Gymnopedies compositions for piano were written 
in 1888. The first of these precedent-setting pieces is played with 
purity by Italian-French pianist Aldo Ciccolini, who shows a 
Satie-like flair for precision and captures the essence of this 
brilliant composition. 

KILLING THE BLUES 
Robert Plant and Alison Krauss 
From the album Raising Sand 

Robert Plant and Alison Krauss's inspired collaboration came 
after a successful performance at a Leadbelly tribute concert. 
The hard-rocking former Led Zep frontman and the folk/bluegrass 
fiddler and soprano vocalist teamed up in Nashville and laid 
down (in 10 days!) most of what became Raising Sand, the 2009 
GRAMMY® Award-winning Album of the Year. It didn't hurt 
having esteemed producer and tastemaker T Bone Burnett 
helming the project. "Killing the Blues" was penned in 1977 by 
Chris Isaak bassist Rowland Salley. Plant and Krauss's marvelous 
rendition garnered a 2009 GRAMMY® Award for Best Country 
Collaboration with Vocals. 

7 VCR 
" The xx 

From the album The xx 

Formed in 2008, London's Mercury Prize-winning the xx are 
relative newcomers to the indie-rock scene. The dark strains of 
their self-titled 2009 debut album are as delicious as they are sad. 
The delightfully moody "VCR" is carried along by a New Order¬ 
like bass line and a David Bowie/"Heroes"-like lyric ("You / Used 
to have all the answers / And you / You still have them, too / And 
we / We live half in the daytime / And we / We live half at night"). 
Was there ever a more earnest paean to the joys of the VHS? 
Wearing their post-punk hearts on their sleeves, Romy Madley 
Croft and Oliver Sim entwine vocals in a way that makes one long 
for gloomy days spent indoors with a stack of video cassettes and 
a rented VCR player. 

O NAKED AS WE CAME 
** Iron & Wine 

From the album Our Endless Numbered Days 

Florida-based singer-songwriter Sam Beam's burnished sophomore 
effort, 2004's Our Endless Numbered Days, features a host of 
memorable songs, including "Naked as We Came." A stripped- 
down and supremely elegant piece, it's carried by Beam's hushed 
vocals and enigmatic, stirring lyric. Perfectly plucked and placed 
acoustic guitar gives it a worldly aura reminiscent of the best '70s 
songwriting that lasts until the satisfying last note. 



Q SAVE IT FOR A RAINY DAY 
** The Jayhawks 

From the album Rainy Day Music 

Minneapolis's alt-country outfit the Jayhawks have been pleasing 
longtime fans and newcomers alike with their evocative jangle. 
Their lyrics and music portray a bygone America, recalling seminal 
influences Gram Parsons, the Byrds and the Louvin Brothers. 
Lend an ear to the impeccable harmonies on one of their catchiest 
songs, "Save It for a Rainy Day," taken from their seventh album, 
the aptly titled Rainy Day Music, cut in 2003. Vocalist Gary Louris's 
performance may bring you to the conclusion that days with rain 
don't automatically have to feel all that melancholy. 

IQ BANANA PANCAKES 
Jack Johnson 
From the album in Between Dreams 

Nearly a decade ago, former world-class surfer and budding 
filmmaker Jack Johnson revealed that he also had a way with a 
song. His well-received 2001 debut, Brushfire Fairytales, created 
the template for the laidback pop/rock and seaside vibes that 
came after. His soulful side shines through on "Banana Pancakes," 
from his 2005 album in Between Dreams. His smooth, melodic 
vocal tips the emotive scale in a playful tune that sounds like 
vintage B.J. Thomas pop of the late '60s. 

11 STAY IN THE SHADE 
Jose Gonzalez 
From the album Veneer 

Gifted Swedish singer-songwriter Jose Gonzalez (his parents are 
Argentinean) first garnered attention with the 2003 album Veneer. 
Reissued internationally in the wake of his growing popularity, it's 
sold more than 700,000 copies worldwide. One can see what's 
made him so popular outside his native country: his passionate, 
lush acoustic pop is informed by folk, classical, European and 
Brazilian traditions, with lyrics that recall the melancholy works of 
Nick Drake, Leonard Cohen and Red House Painter Mark Kozelek. 
The rather Drake-ish "Stay in the Shade" is a wistful song that 
captured the hearts of folk-pop fans enamored of Gonzalez's 
spellbinding vocals. 

Y) TOMORROW GOES AWAY 
Delta Spirit 
From the album Ode to Sunshine 

San Diego's Delta Spirit adds some sunshine to some of the more 
downcast fare found on this compilation. Their name was inspired 
by the Delta Spirit Taxidermy Station of North Central Alabama, 
which is run by bassist Jon Jameson's great uncle. Their brand of 
positive, soul-laced rock has struck a chord with audiences, making 
their self-produced 2008 debut album. Ode to Sunshine, a bit of 
a sensation. The charming "Tomorrow Goes Away" recalls classic 
Beaties Brit-pop. 



IT FALLING SLOWLY 
*** The Frames 

From the album The Cost 

Dublin's the Frames hail from the world of street musicians 
who play their hearts out for little compensation. Frontman 
Glen Hansard, however, has been doing much better of late, 
finding great success following an appearance in John Carney's 
sweet 2006 film Once, which made a splash at the Sundance 
Film Festival. The music-driven story of a busking vacuum- 
cleaner repairman's relationship with a pianist/florist is the 
source of Hansard and Czech musician Marketa irglova's 
tender original version of "Falling Slowly." A version appeared 
on the exquisite album The Swell Season and was admirably 
reworked by the Frames. 

1/. UNACCOMPANIED CELLO SUITE NO. 1 
W IN G MAJOR, BWV 1007: PRELUDE 

Yo-Yo Ma 
From the album La voix du violoncelle 

This piece is a showcase for the faultless technique, bold tone 
and unbridled enthusiasm that have taken Yo-Yo Ma to such lofty 
heights. The master cellist was born in Paris in 1955 of Chinese 
parents. His virtuosity and scope have made him practically the 
modern ambassador of classical music. In addition, he's become 
a primary purveyor and cultivator of global music, connecting 

traditions and pushing the cello into new realms and avenues 
of exploration. Bach fits well into Ma's worldview, as Bach took 
Italian themes and rhythms, French dance forms and German 
harmonic organization and fused them with flawless mathematical 
precision and a rare inner drive and passion. Ma's father claimed 
Johann Sebastian Bach was an antidote to fear, loneliness and 
hunger. From the age of 5, Ma often played a movement from 
one of the composer's Six Suites for Unaccompanied Cello 

before going to bed. 

1C I WILL REMEMBER YOU 
**** Sarah McLachlan 

From the album Closer - The Best of Sarah McLachlan (Deluxe) 

Since the inestimable singer-songwriter Sarah McLachlan first 
appeared on the music scene back in 1988 with her debut album, 
Touch, she has continually evoked a passionate response in her 
fans. The singer with the haunting Kate Bush-esque voice comes 
from Halifax, Nova Scotia. "I Will Remember You," co-written 
by McLachlan, Seamus Egan and Dave Merenda, is a tender, 
introspective ballad done for director Edward Burns's 1995 indie 
debut, The Brothers McMullen. (A live 1999 version of the song 
earned a GRAMMY® Award.) Timeless, sad, searching. Like many 
of McLachlan's best songs, it's full of heartache but also the 
promise of something new, delivered via her indisputable vocal 
gifts. Hers is a restless pursuit set to song and ultimately resolved. 



1£ IDAHO 
^ Josh Ritter 

From the album The Animal Years 

With his folk, country and rock influences, restless bard Josh Ritter 
has traveled many a mile from his Moscow, Idaho, birthplace, 
moving many to invoke the names of '60s folk icons like Tim 
Buckley and Bob Dylan when describing his work. Ritter has 
continued to grow as a singer and songwriter. The well-deserved 
success of his 2003 album Hello Starling laid the groundwork for 
2006's The Animal Years> a worthy follow-up that features 11 well- 
crafted songs. The insightful wordplay and elegiac, mood-making 
vocals on this tribute to his birthplace make "Idaho" well-suited to 
sudden downturns in the weather. 

- David R. Legry 

Compilation produced by Timothy Jones. 

Design and illustration by Esther Asuncion, Starbucks Global Creative. 
Liner notes by David R. Legry. 
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