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7. ) Sick And Tired 
8. ) Get Out Of ffly Life Uloman 
9. ) Whip It On me 
10. ) Bi? Chief 
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12. ) Bad Habit) 
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This Album Is Dedicated To The Memory Of 
Paul “Dutch” Holland and Lou Girke 



Mark Kennealley (Dr. Harmonica) 
About the Band... 

Rockett 88 was founded in 19/6 by Ron "Road Block" 
Smith and Hank Carter, both members of George 
Thoroqood’s Delaware Destroyers. lo my best estimate, 
the band has logged around 3000 gigs (mostly one- 
nighters.) 

Although I am not one of the founders, I am the only 
original band member still playing, as far as I know. 
Currently, Rockett 88 includes five full time members, 
three part time members and about sixty alumni. As you 
listen to Rockett 88, the contributions of each member, 
past and present, can be heard. I am proud that I've had 
the opportunity to play with these great musicians and 
great spirits throughout the years. I am thrilled with the 
music we play! 

The band has run the gamut from playing in a garage 
behind a bicycle shop, to selling out Richie Auditorium, 
and back again. We have played for every size audience, 
in every type of venue, under every possible circum¬ 
stance. In each of these situations, we have kept pushing 
for two reasons: We love the music. We like each other 

I know you'll be able to hear this in the music. Give it a 
listen. 

for me, the best part about being in Rockett 88 is the 
friends I’ve made. I have always been proud of Rockett 
88, but most particularly of our current lineup. Meet the 
Band! 

R&CKE n88 

Bennett Sykes-bass guitar, vocals 
Bennett Sykes has wandered in and out of the Rockett 
88 band since 1980. A brave soul, who has never 
been afraid to experiment with musical and non 
musical endeavors, Sykes is the Chester County 
renaissance man. 

Apart from his solid performances that you will hear on 
this disk, Bennett has the amazing ability to play many 
types of American roots music in the natural form. He 
does this while maintaining a musical and personal 
style that is purely rooted in 19/1 phsychedelia! 

Besides Rockett 88, Bennett's current projects include 
playing bass for Grammy Award nominee, Big Jack 
Johnson, as well as his career as a skiffle drummer for 
a kaplinka band. It was our goal to have the best pos¬ 
sible bass player for this project. We have him. 
Thanks, Bennett! 

Alan Yandziak-tenor saxophone 
In 19/9, the Rockett 88 band had a gig six nights a 
week for six weeks, playing at Khan's Ugly Hug in 
Cape Hay, New Jersey. We had Honday nights off. 
On those nights, we would walk to Gloria's, a rock 
dub on the far end of the block. We would take a 
seat and spend a pleasant evening throwing ice cubes 
and bottles at the house band. As the world turned, 
the smoke cleared. The only two musicians that were 
left standing, free of mortgages, wives and 
encumbrances were Alan Yandziak and I. 

In 1985,1 heard that Alan was entrenched in the 
casinos of Atlantic City, playing for poodles and 
Rosemary Clooney. I knew he was ready. In his thir¬ 
teen years with Rockett 88, Alan never once deviated 
from his musical integrity, energetic stage show, or 
haircut. Because of Alan, I haven't had a bad night on 
stage in thirteen years. Thank's, Alan. 

Roger Girke guitar, vocals 

was plagued by a problem similar to that which troubled 
Sam Phillips in 1955. "Where can I find a white guitar 
player who looks like a white guitar player, who plays 
like a white guitar player, who acts like a white guitar 
player, who plays black music?" Who could I get? A 
hockey player? An accountant? An advertising executive? 
I scoured the suburbs and went to the places where 
white people go. Shopping Halls, golf courses, John 
Tesh concerts! 

One day mv prayers were answered! I thought to 
myself, if this guy can play guitar, I'll be rich! 
A phone call confirmed it. Not only could this guy play 
guitar; he had more bar band experience than anyone I 
knew. The first rehearsal confirmed to me that he was a 
great guitar player, yet clueless about what we were 
playing. But Roger did his homework. He also did 
everyone else's homework. He saw some spark of talent 
in this lazy group of bar veterans and pushed us to find a 
sound that was ours alone. He's still pushing us. He 
took a bunch of 330 a night bar hounds and transformed 
us into a tight organization of $A0 a night musicians! 
Roger is 80% responsible for our sound, 90% responsi¬ 
ble for the success we've had, and 100% responsible for 
the completion of this project. Not only that, but Roger 
is a great guitar player, a great friend, and a better singer 
than I, who never steps on my toes (otherwise he'd find 
that schnauzer upside down in the yard.) Without 
Roger, I'd still be in Snicker's Ditch. 

Bradford Lincoln Fish drums 
I first met Brad while playing at his fifth high school 
reunion at the Ht. (uba Home for Wayward boys. 
We started a conversation about music, and I 
remember thinking, I'm gonna watch this son of a 
WV. 
Brad reached his musical peak in the mid-eighties 
drumming for Tommy Conwell's Young Rumblers. 
Following his stint with Conwell, Brad embarked on 
a magnificent career slide. I heard he had finally 
reached his bottom playing in four or five bands, 
gigging at laundromats, Turkish baths, and Orange 
Julius stands. I knew he was ready. We picked him 
up, dusted him off, and put him right where he 
belongs, on the throne behind the Rockett 88 band. 
Brad has the energy of a bottomless cup of diner cof¬ 
fee and the chops of Buddy Rich. I am glad to have 
my musical life in his hands. 

pu'"Special Guests 
THE STEREO KINGS 

Bob Zinn - trumpet 
Except for a brief stint in the Katie L. 
Handy Junior High School Harching 
Band, I have little knowledge of the 
trumpet. I do know that I feel a certain 
fire when I hear Harry James on old 
/8's. 
I don’t know much about Bob Zinn. I 
know that once or twice a year he 
shows up at our gigs and plays, then 
disappears without asking for money. 
I know that somewhere in his tone is 
that same fire I heard on those old 
recordings. When we embarked on 
this project, the first thing that crossed 
my mind was "Lets get that Bob Zinn 
guy!" Somehow we found him. 
Bob, we're so happy to have you on 
this recording. You are always wel¬ 
come to be a part of our musical expe¬ 
rience. Bob, never, never ask me for 
money. I mean this! 

Joe ''Handsome" LaSorte 
- guitar 
I met Joe at Nicks Pizza in 1980.1 was 
particularly impressed by the fact that 
he looked incredibly like Eric Estrada. 

At the time I was distressed over the 
loss of my guitar player, who had been 
hit by a pie truck. Joe offered to join 
my band, although I was hesitant over 
the rumor that he ironed his bathing 
suit. I soon found out that Joe drove a 
rusted out Vega that smelled like Vicks, 
and that he had no working knowledge 
of anything electronic (amplifiers, gui¬ 
tars). I was encouraged. Joe left the 
band in 198Z to move to Saudi Arabia. 
In 1997,1 heard Joe was back in states 
and living in Chicago, counting his 
money. I knew he was ready. Joe, I'm 
proud to have you on this CD and I'd 
iike to borrow your blow dryer. 



1. ) Think Of me Ulhen Mou're Under Him 
('Cause I Aint Over You Yet) 

Mark Kenneally, (BMI) 
This song began as my attempt to cover Little Walter's locker." Alan got 
tired of sitting off stage while I played and would jump on stage to butt in! 
The song was turned around and reworked into what you hear 
on this cut. It's a real summer camp sword fight 
between the harmonica and saxophone. Good fun! 

2. ) Hey Pocky A-Ulay 
The Meters Rhinelander Music, Inc. Cabbage Alley Music (BMI) 

On a trip to New Orleans, I met eleven different people 
who had claimed to have written this sonq. I also met 
seven more who said they knew what Pocky Way really 
meant! 

j.) (ry And moan 
Eddie Hinton Happy Valiev Music/Ruler Music Inc. (BMI) 

I first heard about Eddie Hinton from Hark Wenner of 
the Nighthawks. Eddie Hinton was responsible for a good 
share of the Memphis sound of the sixties. I found this tune 
In theWoolworths$l.99 bin. 

i,.) Help Ale 
Sonny-Boy Williamson, Ralph Bass, Willie Dixon 

ARC Music Corp. (BMI) 

When I was in the tenth grade, George Thorogood came 
to my house after school carrying Charlie Husselwhite's 
version of this Sonny Boy Williamson sonq. I was blown 
away. There will always be a place in my heart for Charlie 
Husselwhiteand Sonny Boy Williamson. 

5.) Turn On Hour Lovelifht 
J. Scott, B. Malone (BMI) 

A remake of the Bobby Blue Bland's classic hit which 
incorporates fond reminisces of the Doc's troubled 
childhood. 

6. ) Girl That Radiates That Charm 
Jimmy Isle, Emi Unart Catalog Inc. (BMI) 
Arthur Alexander has always been able to capture 
that certain nausea that accompanies teenage romance. This is 
a little tribute to a great interpreter. 

7. ) tick And Tired 
Chris Kenner, Dave Bartholomew, Emi Unart Catalog Inc. (BMI) 

I learned this Chris Kenner song from my musical mentor 
Charles "Honey Boy" Otis. I pretty much learned everything 
I do from Charles. Please don't hold it against him. 

8. ) Get Out Of my Life Woman 
Allen Toussaint, Screen Gems, EMI Music Inc. (BMI) 

The classic which I played at one too many parties in high school. 
This song is a nice showcase of Roger's brilliant vocal ability 
and also features Joe LaSorte on the first guitar solo.. 

9. ) Whip It On (lie 
Jesse Hill, Emi Unart Catalog Inc. (BMI) 

Jesse Hill is the only man I ever saw who could stand up straight 
and fall over backwards at the same time.Had to do a JH song. 

10. ) Bif Chief 
Johnson Earl King, Rated Music Inc., Shirley’s Music Inc. (BMI) 

I you've never been to Hew Orleans, now's the time to go! 
i 

11. ) Prophet Ome?a 
Mark Kenneally, (BMI) 
Words of guiet inspiration cloned from a broadcast delivered 
by the charismatic radio evangelist of the same name, set to music 
by Doc G the boys. 

12. ) Bad Habits 
Mark Kenneally, (BMI) 

Inspired by the John Nicholas poem and one too many mornings 
of waking up on someone elses couch. 
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