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The Best of 8 

It is no exaggeration to say that by its palpitating vitality, clarity and truth of expression, 
Bizet’s “Carmen” created a fresh point of departure in opera. It is not merely French in 
conception, but it voices the spirit of the Latin race. The two excerpts presented on this 
volume are two of the most famous moments in the opera: the sturdy and pompous yet 
spirited “Toreador Song”, and Carmen’s seductive “Habanera” which says “Love is like a 
bird-it goes where it wants.” 

Anything sunnier or of more spontaneous gaiety than Mozart’s overture to his opera “The 
Marriage of Figaro” could hardly be imagined. This overture is full of the grace and delicacy 
that always mark the music of Mozart; it has in addition a nervous vitality and humor that 
are most engaging. Practically a chain of delightful melodies runs a bright course to a 
conclusion which has a brevity and wit that are surprising and delightful. 

From Goethe’s epic poem “Faust”, Gounod retained only the love story of Gretchen and 
Faust, with Mephistopheles’s malign agency working for the final ruin of both. A veritable 
gold mine of glittering melodies, “Faust” is in the best traditions of French opera. For a 
later production by France’s most important theater, Gounod added a ballet, two movements 
from which are heard here. 

As descriptive music, the overture to Rossini’s opera “William Tell” attains a very high level, 
taking force and color both from the heroic atmosphere which surrounds the story and the 
sublime scenery of Switzerland in which it is enacted. There is no opera in which nature 
plays a greater part. The overture is in four sections, suggesting first a sunrise, then a 
storm in the Alps, followed by a shepherd’s song and finally a highly effective and very 
well-known march. 

Metacom proudly presents “The Best of Opera”, Volume #8 of ten volumes from the 

Listener’s Choice Classical Music Series. Expertly selected from thousands of musical 

pieces, this collection is one of the world’s greatest classical anthologies available. All 

volumes have been digitally recorded in stereo to bring you the best state of the art 

sound. Each selection is performed by an outstanding world class orchestra to bring 

you years of listening pleasure. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the magic of our Listener’s 

Choice “The Best of Opera”. 

The two choruses in this collection serve to remind us how important the chorus can be in 
an opera. The “Bridal March” from Wagner’s “Lohengrin” shares a place with Mendelssohn’s 
“Wedding March” as an almost universal and indispensable musical contribution to weddings. 
The “Gypsy Chorus” from Verdi’s “II Trovatore” is no less popular. This sunrise serenade is 
sung by gypsies at the beginning of their day. “To work!” they sing, to the accompaniment 
of the hammering of anvils-the sound which gives this music its more frequently-used title 
of “Anvil Chorus”. 

The opera “The Magic Flute” was Mozart’s last great work, and one of which he was 
particularly proud. The music, and particularly the overture, is as lovely as anything that 
Mozart left in operatic form. Particular interest is derived from the references to Masonic 
symbolism found in this overture. Light and serenity are the most important impressions left 
by this masterpiece, which is always as spiritually uplifting as it is technically astounding. 

“Die Fledermaus (The Bat)” by Johann Strauss Jr. is surely one of the greatest operettas of 
all time. By bringing the waltz into the theater, Strauss also brought a new kind of 
effervescence (as sparkling as the champagne that is praised in one of the operetta’s 
greatest numbers), and a new kind of magic which the operetta stage had not known 
before this. 

Liner Notes by Clark McAlister, composer, conductor and musicologist. 



© ® Metacom, Inc. 

Plymouth, MN 55442 

Made In USA 

R/M# 7403708 DDD 

m William Tell 
Overture, 

Rossini, 12:05 

Ballet from “Faust’ 
WjjmW (Sixth Movement), 

Gounod, 1:49 

U Bridal March from 
“Lohengrin”, Wagner, 8:06 i 

CH Overture from “Die M 
Fledermaus”, Strauss, M 

8:12 f 
OS Overture from J 
“The Magic Flute”, S 

Mozart, 7:19 ^ 

HE] Toreador Song 
from “Carmen”, 

Bizet, 2:12 

[~2l Overture from 
“The Marriage of 

Figaro”, Mozart, 4:13 

L HU Anvil Chorus from 
\ “II Trovatore”, Verdi, 2:54 

H] Habanera from 
“Carmen”, Bizet, 2:06 

CHI Ballet Music from 
“Faust” (Third 

Movement), 
Gounod, 1:36 

LISTENER'S 
CHOICE 


