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"And in this undertaking, the Eeader may see what Furniture (though it lie disperst) our
Publick Records will afford for History : and how plentifully our own may be supplied and improved, if

pains were taken therein : for what is hitherto made publick, hath been collected, chiefly out of old

Annals, and they filled with few things but such as were very obvious, nay the Annalists themselves

(for the most part residing in Monasteries) too oftened byass'd with Interest, and Affection, to Times
and Persons: But on the contrary, in our publick Records lye matter of Fact, in full Truth, and
therewith the Chronological part, carried on, even to days of the Month. So that an industrious

Searcher may thence collect considerable matter for new History, rectifie many mistakes in our old

and in both gratifie the world with unshadowed verity." (ASHMOLE'S Histvry of the Garter.)
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Gardens.

THE EEV. F. P. PAEKEE, The Eectory, Colton, Eugeley.
THE EEV. W. BEEESFOED, St. Luke's Vicarage, Leek.

TREASURER.
ME. PEECEYAL HANBUEY HAESTON.

AUDITOR.
ME. WILLIAM MOEGAN.

HONORARY SECRETARY.
MAJOK-GENEEAL THE HON. GEOEGE WEOTTESLEY.

HONORARY SOLICITOR.
ME. W. H. DCJIGNAK

ASSISTANT SECRETARY.
ME. JOHN W. BEADLE Y, The William Salt Library, Stafford.

BANKEKS,
LLOYD'S BANK (LIMITED), STAFEOED.



RULES OF THE SOCIETY.

I. That the Society be called the " WILLIAM SALT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIBTT."

II. The leading object of the Society shall be the editing and printing of original

documents relating to the County of Stafford, to which, however, may be

added papers selected by an Editorial Committee, illustrative of the same, or

coming under any of the eight following heads :

(a) Abstracts of the Monastic Chartularies, and of Ancient Family Deeds, with

the names of witnesses and fac-similes of seals ; Genealogies of Nobility

and Gentry (accompanied by proofs), Heraldic Visitations, and other

papers touching the general history and descent of properties and families.

(b) Printing and editing of the Public Eecords relating to the County, including

the Exchequer or Pipe Eolls, the Assize Kolls, Fine Kolls, Inquisitions,

Perambulations of Forests, Subsidy Eolls, and Assessments, &c., &c.

(o) History of Parishes and of Manors, and of Manorial Customs and Tenures,

illustrated by Copies of, or reference to, original grants.

(d) Church Notes hitherto unpublished, such as Ecclesiastical Surveys, Extracts

- from Episcopal and Parish Eegisters, Copies of Epitaphs, and Description

of Monuments and Ecclesiastical Buildings, Abstracts or Copies of Wills,

&c.

(e) Notices of British and Eoman Eemains, and Eoads and Buildings, and the

Antiquities generally of the District.

(/) Autograph Letters and other Documents relating to the Civil War.

(g) Notices of distinguished Worthies, Broadsides, Election Squibs, &c.

(A) Correspondence, in which enquiries may be made and answered, on any of

the above subjects, and miscellaneous information, including corrections of

errors.

III. The general affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Council of ten, of

whom five shall be trustees of the William Salt Library, and nominated by

them, from time to time, and five shall be elected at an Annual Meeting of

the Subscribers. The Council shall be empowered to delegate, if they see fit,

the selection of the papers to be printed, to an Editorial Committee. Of the

Council, three shall be a quorum, and in case of equality of votes, their

Chairman shall have a casting vote.

IV. The Officers of the Society shall be a Treasurer, a Secretary, and an Auditor,
to be appointed by the Council. These Offices shall be honorary, but the

Council shall have power to appoint an Assistant Secretary to be paid at the

discretion of the Council, as the nature of his duties may warrant.

V. The Subscription shall be One Guinea annually, to be paid in advance, upon the

first of January in each year, and such annual payment shall entitle each

Subscriber to the volume issued for the year of such subscription. Any
Subscriber shall be permitted to withdraw from the Society by giving notice of

his intention three months before the termination of any year of Subscription.

N.B. To save trouble, it is recommended that the Members of the Society pay
their subscriptions to the Society's bankers by revocable order upon their own
bankers, a printed form for which may be obtained from the Assistant Secretary.
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Salt

GENERAL MEETING, IOTH NOVEMBER, 1903.

THE Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Society was held at

the William Salt Library, Stafford, on the 10th of November, 1903.

The Chair was taken by the President, Lord Wrottesley, and the

members and friends of the Society present were the Rev. F. H.

Annesley, the Eev. W. Beresford, the Eev. E. Collett, the Rev.

F. G. Inge, the Eev. S. W. Hutchinson, the Eev. S. Lees, the

Eev. F. P. Parker, the Eev. G. J. Eoyds, the Eev. E. Salt, the

Eev. C. Swynnerton, the Eev. G. S. Tyack, the Eev. E. A. Wilson,
the Eev. F. J. Wrottesley and Messrs. W. S. Brough, A. J.

Caddie, W. K Furnival, W. N. Landor, W. Morton Philips,

General the Hon. George Wrottesley, the Honorary Secretary, and

Mr. J. W. Bradley, the Assistant Secretary.

Letters and telegrams of apology for non-attendance were

received from the Venerable Archdeacon Lane, the Eev. E. E.

Bridgeman, Captain E. Walker, and Messrs. A. Scrivener and

W. H. Duignan. After some preliminary remarks from the

Chairman, the Eeport of the Assistant Secretary upon the

financial condition of the Society was read as follows :

EEPORT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY, NOVEMBER lOrn,
1903.

There has been no loss of members by death reported this year.

Two new Members have been added, viz. :

The Rev. Tho. Taylor, M.A., F.S.A., Vicar of St. Just-in-

Penrith, Cornwall
;
and

The Rev. R. A. Wilson, Vicar of Hints, Tamworth.



Lord Harrowby has continued his uncle's subscription.

The number of members at present is 154.

Lieut.-Col. Joscelyne Bagot in a letter suggests several county

gentlemen whom he thinks should and would become

members if the Society was brought before their notice.

Turning to the Finances : Five members have voluntarily

continued the extra half-guinea, thus adding 2 12s. 6d. to

the year's income, which makes the total amount received

from this source 99 4s.

It should be explained that up to 1894 about 40 members were

habitually one year in arrear of their subscriptions. Ex-

planatory applications were made, and in every case where

a question was raised, tabulated statements of accounts

were drawn up and sent to the applicants. By these means

the number of such deficiencies has been gradually reduced

frcm 40 to two.

One of these debtors now owes 4 4s. and ignores alike the

printed applications and personal letters from the Assistant

Secretary and Mr. Duignan. Requests to return the

volumes which represent the unpaid subscriptions or to

withdraw according to Rule 5 if he so desire, have also

been entirely ignored.

This case is very similar to that of Mr. Pershouse Bayley, who
was reported last year and still remains a defaulter and
retains the volumes in spite of the most pressing applica-
tions. Mr. Duignan believes there would be no difficulty in

recovering the money or the volumes in both cases if he is

authorized by this Meeting to act for the Society. The
sum owing to the Society amounts to seven guineas, which,
it is submitted, should not be lost.

Apart from this sum and omitting Miss Burne's subscription (as
her volumes were returned) there were only five guineas
left unpaid when the books were closed for audit. Three
have been received since, and a fourth will be paid shortly,

leaving only one guinea of the forty belated subscriptions
still unpaid.

One encouraging result of the special efforts made to obtain this

clearance now is the increase of the Balance in th e Bank to

110 2s. IQd., notwithstanding the cost of the extra volume
which was issued this year.



Frequent evidences are forthcoming of the high esteem in which

the Staffordshire Historical Collections are held by many
Archaeologists outside the membership of the William Salt

Archaeological Society.

J. W. BRADLEY,
Assistant Secretary.

The President then called for the Report of the Editorial

Committee, which was read as follows :

REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
YEAR 1903.

The Committee have to report that Volume VI of the New
Series was issued to the Subscribers during the past
summer in two parts. At the time it was resolved to make
it consist of two parts in order to introduce into it the

Wrottesley History : the size of the first Volume, or Part I

of the issue, which consisted of original Records, was
reduced to 200 pages in order to be on the safe side in

the matter of expense ;
the cost of Part II, however (the

Wrottesley History), has proved so small, this has turned

out to have been an unnecessary precaution, aud a balance

of 110 was left at the close of the financial year, This

will enable the Committee to issue a larger Volume for the

year 1904. This Volume is now in the press, and will

consist of about 300 pages containing

1. A history of the Okeover Family with transcripts of their

ancient deeds.

2. A further instalment of the Fines of James I. ; and

3. An abstract of the Early Chancery Proceedings which
relate to Staffordshire.

It will be perceived that this differs in some respects from the

programme proposed at the General Meeting of 1903
;
but

shortly after the date of the last Meeting, the Committee
received information that Mr. Okeover was about to send

all his ancient deeds to the British Museum to be calendared

by Mr. Jeayes of the MS. Department of the Museum.
It was considered advisable therefore to take advantage of

this opportunity to obtain abstracts or copies of these deeds

for the Society, and an arrangement was made with

Mr. Okeover and the authorities of the Museum by virtue

of which the Honorary Secretary was enabled to take

abstracts of the deeds as soon as Mr. Jeayes had completed



his task. It should be explained with reference to this

matter that Mr. Jeayes' calendar is in English, but for the

purpose of this Society it was considered preferable to have

Latin copies or abstracts of the deeds, and these will be

printed in the forthcoming Volume.

In the last report of the Committee, it was recommended that

an effort should be made to include the contents of the

Bishop's Registers at Lichfield amongst the publications of

the Society, and the Committee have now the satisfaction of

reporting that the Bishop of Lichfield has placed the

calendaring of the Episcopal Records into the hands of the

Rev. R. A. Wilson, the Vicar of Hints. Mr. Wilson

is now engaged upon this task, and has informed the

Committee that he expects to have three of the Bishop's

Registers completed in 1904, but he would prefer that his

work should be published in a Volume by itself instead

of being cut up into detached sections and printed in a

serial form. The Committee concur with him in this view,

and it is proposed to issue a complete Volume of Episcopal
Records in the year 1905.

After some discussion the President moved the adoption of the

Report, \vhich was carried unanimously. The attention of the

meeting was then drawn to the question of two members who
were for several years in arrear with their subscriptions, and who
had persistently declined to take any notice of applications made
to them by the Assistant Secretary for the payment of their

subscriptions or for the return of the volumes which had been

forwarded to them. It was finally decided to leave the matter in

the hands of the Committee.

Mr. Beresford proposed, that with a view of increasing the

membership of the Society, a pamphlet should be drawn up,

giving an account of the work and object of the Society, and
which should be sent to persons likely to become members. This

proposal was supported by Mr. Collett and Mr. Landor, but no
decision was come to respecting it.

Mr. Beresford proposed and Mr. Lees seconded that the hearty
thanks of the Meeting be given to the Honorary Secretary for his



unwearied and generous labours on behalf of the Society, and

Mr. Collett proposed a vote of thanks to Lord Wrottesley for

coming so far for the purpose of taking the chair at the Meeting.
After these votes had been unanimously passed and acknowledged,
the Meeting separated.
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THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER.

OKEOVER is a village and parish on the west bank of the river

Dove, which separates Staffordshire from Derbyshire. The

present parish, originally a chapelry under Ham, contains only

871 acres, but the ancient manor of Okeover was a very much

larger territory and included Casterne and the greater part of

Ham. These parts are called the "
Appendicia" of Okeover in

Domesday and the Burton Chartulary.

Under the heading of " TERRA SANCTE MARIE DE

BERTONE," Domesday gives the following account of it :

" IPSA ABBATIA TENET ACOVRE, IBI in VIRGATE TERRE CUM
APPENDICIIS. TERRA EST n CARUCATE. EDDULFUS TENET AD CENSUM.
IBI UNUM MOLENDINUM. SlLVA DIMIDIA LEUVA LONGA ET III QUAREN-
TENA LATA. VALET XX SOLIDOS."

The meaning of which is, that Okeover with its appendages
was rated at three virgates of land, or three-fourths of a hide.

There was arable land for two ploughs. Eddulf held it

at farm. There was a mill, and about 180 acres of wood, and

it was worth 2os. annually. The old manorial mill on the river

Dove still exists, and must have been a valuable possession in

former days.

The next account of Okeover is contained in the Burton

Chartulary, where there is a survey of the Abbey lands during the

reign of the Abbot Nigel, between the years 1095 and 1113, or

about 20 years later than Domesday. Under Acoure it states

that there was Inland 1 for one plough. The land held in

villenage (terra hominum) in Acoure and Ylum was rated at

1 The Inlands were the lands in the hands of the owner, and held in demesne,
as distinguished from those in the hands of tenants. A pool of water at Wrottesley
is still called the " Inland Pool."
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4 THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER.

three virgates. In Acoure there were warlands1 of 16 bovates,

and a mill rented at 4*. There were likewise at Ylum,
warlands of 16 bovates and a mill rented at ios. This land

viz., Acoure and Ylum, Orm held at farm for 26s. and v'md.

(i.e. two marks annually).

Another survey made in the first year of the Abbot Geoffrey

(1114) gives a more detailed account of the manor. It states that

In Acoure there was Inland for one plough. The land held

in villenage (terra Jwminum) at Acoure and Hum was rated at

three virgates, and there was warland at Acoure sufficient for

two ploughs. Lewin held a carucate of land u
pro servitio suo"*

and had under him two tenants (homines}. Of the other carucate

(or ploughland) Swegn held two bovates for i$d., Lewin two

bovates for 15^., and Athelstan and Cheneward held two between

them for I $d. There were three cottagers who worked for one

day. The mill was worth 4^., and there were two bovates of

warlanda in demesne.

In Ylum all the land was warland and there was none in

demesne. There were 16 bovates of land of which Tedwi held

two for 2s. Lewin Gup two for i$d Another Lewin, two for

\6d. Ulward the Smith, one for \6d. Huning, one for I2d.

Griffin, one for I2d. Bertrich held land for which he paid a

rent of 6s. The mill was worth icxr. Acoura with its

"
appendicia

" was rated (de defendit) at half a hide and one virgate

(i.e. three virgates as before.) Orm holds this land for 20 oras.
3

We obtain therefore this information, Okeover and Ham
were rated at three virgates only, and there were two ploughs at

Okeover, and two at Hum. Each plough was worked by eight

oxen.4 Neither the names nor the numbers of the villein- tenants

at Okeover are given by the monks. A villein tenant usually

1 The Warlands appear to be lands cultivated in common by the manorial plough.
The " terra homimtm " was the land in the possession of villein tenants who could

not be dispossessed of their lands, and held by customary services.
2 Lewin was probably a freeman holding by villein services, which

7

was not an

uncommon tenure, but the term ''''pro servitio suo" is so vague, it may mean simply
a money payment.

3 An "ora" is sometimes translated as a shilling, but this entry shows that ten
" oras" went to a mark.

4
Every tenant of a bovate of land found an ox for the manorial or communal

plough, and received his share of the produce of the land (Seebohm's Village

Community).
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held a virgate of land, but no doubt there were more villein

tenants than virgates at Okeover, for the land of the monks was

rated at an exceptionally low figure.
1

The "
appendicia

"
of Okeover were the most important parts

of the manor, for they consisted of the greater portion of the

present parish of Ham. The whole of Ham in fact, except

Throwley and the land attached to the church, formed part of

the manor of Okeover. The census named above says of Okeover,
" hancterram tenet Ormuspro XX oris

y
et cum ea etiani Ilumpreter

ecclesiam et terram adeamjacentem que ecclesia et terra est Abbatis"

It was probably on the death of Eddulf, the Domesday tenant,

that the Abbot Nigel (1194-1113) enfeoffed Orm in the manor
of Okeover (Deed No. i). The feofftnent, which is the earliest

deed in the Burton Chartulary, was for two lives only, and whilst

on this subject, it is curious to note the reluctance of the monastic

bodies for at least fifty years after the Conquest to grant an

hereditary tenure in any of their possessions. Their practice,

however, seems to have been to admit the son of the previous
tenant on his formal application in full chapter and to accept his

homage for the lands which had been held by his father,
2 and it

is very likely therefore that Orm was the son of Eddulf. Both

names are of Scandinavian origin, like the other tenants of the

Burton monks, and there appears to have been a considerable

settlement of Danes in the north-eastern portion of Staffordshire.

The Abbot Nigel's deed states that he and all his brother

monks in full chapter had granted Acovere to this Orm (huic

Ormo] on condition that he should pay 20 " oras
"

annually,

and be the Abbey's man (Jiomo)> swearing fealty on the four

Evangelists, and on his death his body was to be brought to

Burton to be buried cum iota pecunia sua, and after his burial his

1 At Leigh, which is the next vill named in the above census, twelve villein

tenants are specified by name, but the "terra hominnm " was rated at less than one

hide. A hide of land consisted of four virgates. {Biirton Chartulary^ p. 27.)
2 Hence the expression

" huic Ormo" in the deed of feoffment, and see also the

History of the Wrottesley Family in the last number of these collections. The

Evesham Charttilary states that the Abbot Walter, who succeeded Agelwine in 1077,

being a young man at the date of his accession, and not endowed with much worldly

wisdom, had refused to accept the homage of many worthy tenants of the monastery

and had bestowed their lands on his own relations ; and in the same history it will

be seen that the manor of Loynton had been granted by the same monks for one life

only, temp. H. I. ; but the sons had succeeded their fathers in regular succession up to

the reign of Edward IT.
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son was to appear in chapter and give for his relief such as a nobilis

homo would give for such land, and swearing as his father had

sworn, and rendering the same as his father had rendered to the

monks, and this was done in the presence of Richard the Abbot of

St. Pierre sur Dive, and Sweyne the Prior of Burton and others.

The presence of the Abbot of St. Pierre at the chapter upon
this occasion has a certain significance, for the neighbouring

Priory of Tuttebury was subject to that house, and a deed

in the Tuttebury Chartulary shows that Orm had been a

tenant under the Priory of Tuttebury in the time of Henry
de Ferrars, the Domesday Baron who had founded the monastery
in the reign of the Conqueror. A deed in the Okeover

Chartulary at Oxford shows also that William the Prior of

Tuttebury granted to Orm of Acovere and his heirs a carucate

of land in Malefeld (Mayfield) as he had held it in the days of

Henry de Ferrars, and Engenulph his son, and Robert de Ferrars,

and in the days of Herbert, Ralph and William, Priors of

Tuttebury, and this was done with the consent and in the presence
of Robert de Ferrars, etc.

1

This deed throws back the era of Orm to a somewhat remote

period, for it will be seen that he had been a tenant under the

Priory of Tuttebury not only during the time of Henry de

Ferrars who is supposed to have died circa 1189, but he had

also been a tenant of the Priory during the reign of three

Priors the predecessors of the Prior William who makes the

grant.

Besides Okeover and Ham, Orm must have also obtained a

feofTment at Stretton near Burton from the Abbot Nigel, for

Geoffrey, who succeeded the Abbot Nigel in 1114, grants to Orm
and his heir (heredi ejus) six bovates of land in Strattona for 6s.

The use of the word " concedimus
"

in this deed shows it was the

ratification of a previous grant, and this is also confirmed by an

entry in the Burton Chartulary, where in the census ofthe Abbey's

possessions taken in the first year of the Abbot Geoffrey,

Steinchete the " homo "
of Orm de Acoure is stated to hold in

Strattona four bovates of land of Warlanda and two of Inlanda

for 6s.
2

1 Deed No. 3, Appendix.
'2 Burton Chartulary, Staffordshire Collections, Vol. V, part I, pp. 25 and 31.
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In the same census one Orm is stated to hold Lega (Leigh)
at farm for sixteen years rendering loos, yearly, and I suspect
this is Orm of Okeover, for the agreement between Robert Earl

of Ferrars and the Abbot Geoffrey at p. 49 of the Chartulary is

witnessed by Orm de Acoura et Andreas gener ejus.
1 This

Andrew, the son-in-law of Orm, is probably identical with

the Andrew who held Felde (Field) a member of Leigh in

the time of the Abbot Nigel {Burton Chartulary', p. 21).

Orm must have been far advanced in life at the date of this

deed, for there is reason to believe that Robert de Ferrars was

not made an Earl before 1138. On the Staffordshire Pipe Roll

of 31 H. I. (1129-30) Orm de Acoura is returned as owing 13

marks for illegally detaining the King's men, and on the same
Roll Andrew de Felda, whom I suppose to be his son-in-law,

accounts for a fine of 2 that he might have license to hold

certain land given to him by the Abbot of Burton. 2

Putting
all this evidence together, it would appear that the epoch of Orm
must have extended over the long period which is comprised
between the years 1090 and 1138.

The Okeover Chartulary in the Bodleian Library, which

was compiled for Sir Roger de Okeover in the reign of

Edward II., gives the following account of the tenures of the

family under the two Houses of Burton and Tuttebury :

"
Sir Roger de Acoure holds the manor of Acovere of the

Abbot of Burton and his successors as freely and purely as the

King granted it to the church of Burton, rendering two marks at

the Feast of St. Martin in lieu of all services, and the said Roger

goes with the Abbot to London on the business of the House at

the expense of the said Abbot, and he goes to the Court of the

Abbot on reasonable summons to judge robbers or for wager of

battle. And the said Roger holds of the Prior of Tutteburi all

the lands and tenements within these divisions, viz., from the

Urlesweye (Earlsway) down to the Morevalle, and so on to

Brusewalle, and from Brisewalle (sic) by the stream called Mer-

1 Additional Charter, British Museum, No. 27313, and Burton Chartulary, p. 49.

This interesting deed has been lately published in facsimile by the Museum, and it

was brought to my notice by Mr. Horace Round. The copy of it in the Chartulary

does not give the witnesses.
2 This must be the exchange of Field for Leigh, see the Burton Chartulary', p. 34,

and Staffordshire Collections, Vol. I, p. 7.
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siche as far as the Douve (the river Dove), then ascending as far

as Blorewalle
;
for which he renders the following services, viz.,

22s. annually, and one day's ploughing at Lent with three ploughs,

the Abbot finding food for his men. He has also to find 16 men
for one day's sowing and it shall be lawful for the lord of Acovere

either to render this service or pay 2s. gd. in lieu of it. And the

said Roger and his heirs shall attend the Council of the Prior

within the Counties of Derby and Stafford,on reasonable summons,
unless summoned elsewhere by any other lord. And if he has

to perform service for the Prior outside those Counties, the Prior

shall find all requisites for him and his men and his horses.

Likewise if the lord of the Castle of Tuttebury should be im-

prisoned and have to pay for his release, and levy an c

aid
'

for

that, or for marrying his eldest daughter, then the said Roger
shall be assessed at a carucate of land, and the said Roger shall

do suit at the Hundred of Tatemonslowe every three weeks."

The proviso in these tenures that the head of the house of

Okeover should attend the Abbot on his journeys with their men
and horses was to protect him from the dangers of the road. A
rich ecclesiastic would not travel in former days without an

adequate escort, and this was always provided by their knightly
tenants.

RALPH FITZORM.

(Circa 1140-70.)

The first mention of Ralph the son of Orm occurs in a deed

of the Abbot Geoffrey (i 1 14-1 150) granting to him and to his heir

(heredi ejus] six bovates of land in Stratona in fee farm for 6s.

to be held by the same services as his father Orm. 1
I take the

date of this deed to be about 1 140, and to about the same period

may be ascribed the grant to him of Robert Earl of Ferrars of

the vill of Caldelowe to be held by him and his heirs by its

customary service (Deed No. 4). The confirmation of this grant
later on by William de Ferrars shows the place must be Callow

near Wirksworth, for under the terms of the grant the tenants

had to grind their corn at the Wirksworth mill. On the accession

of Robert the Abbot of Burton in 1 150 or very shortly afterwards,

Ralph Fitzorm obtained from the monks an hereditary feoffment

1 Burton Chartulary% p. 31, and Deed No. 5, Appendix.



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER 9

both at Okeover and in Stretton (Deeds Nos. 6 and 7). The

originals of both these deeds are at Okeover, and a facsimile

of the first of them is given in the Ancestor, Vol. V, as a frontis-

piece to a very interesting sketch of the family by Mr. Oswald

Barron. Another facsimile of the same deed will be found in the

Appendix to this history.

The grant of Callow to Ralph was clearly a grant in socage,

for the Okeovers were never included amongst the military tenants

of the Earls of Ferrars, and it is interesting to observe how up to

this date they had carefully shielded themselves from any tenure

which savored of knights' service and the feudal burdens whichwere

incident to lit, but the most carefully laid plans of men are liable

to be upset when a woman comes upon the scene, and when this

Ralph was married to Lettice the sister of Walter de Montgomery,
one of the knightly tenants of the Earls of Ferrars, he obtained

with her the valuable manor of Snelston in Derbyshire.
1 This

place formed a part of the four knights' fees held by the Mont-

gomerys of the Earls of Ferrars, and it will be seen in the sequel

how this feofTment by the Montgomerys carried with it the

wardship and marriage of the heir of the Okeovers on every
occasion of a minority. By Lettice de Montgomery, Ralph had

a son Richard, who died v.p., leaving no issue. 1

By a second

wife, who seems to have been a daughter of Robert de Blore, he

left a son Hugh, who succeeded him and Geoffrey, who occurs

in I2O5
2 and in Deeds Nos. 13 and 14. With his second wife,

Hugh obtained half a knight's fee in Swinscoe (see p. 17).

SIR HUGH DE OKEOVER.

(Circa 1180-1212.)

Ralph was succeeded by his son Hugh before 1182, for the

tenure of the latter at Okeover was confirmed by the Abbot

Roger, who died in that year (Deed No. 8). Hugh also

obtained from William, Earl of Ferrars, a confirmation of the

grant of Caldelowe (Deed No. 9), but in curious contrast to

the original grant which left the tenure quite indefinite, the

service due is detailed with unusual minuteness. The deed states

that Hugh and his heirs were to render 26s. annually
"
firme

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, p. 130.
'2 Ibid. 133.
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albe" i.e.
y
in dealbated or purified money, and a mark of increment

viz., an increased rent in money by tail (numero] (as distin-

guished from pure money) and twenty pence annually in addition,

for which lie and his heirs were to be quit of all demands for

defensive works (murariis) within the wapentake, but they were

to do suit to the mill of Wyrkesworth and also to the wapentake
of Wyrkesworth for such reasonable pleas of the wapentake as

was formerly done. He was also to give a day's ploughing with

all the ploughs of the vill towards the Earl's support (ad cibum

meum\ but his own ploughs were to be exempt from this service,

and he was also to give a scuram^ annually for the Earl's support

(ad cibum meuiri). When the King raised a talliage throughout
his demesne lands, the said Hugh and his heirs were to pay to

the Earl and his heirs half a mark of money, and the Earl con-

ceded finally that he and his heirs might make what improve-

ments they pleased within the vill of Caldelowe, by which

is meant that they might enclose the waste lands of the

manor.2 As Mr. Oswald Barren well remarks in his account of

the Okeovers,
" these tenures give us something of the life of

these old knights ;
the king's writ and the lord's summons ran

here and there calling them to war, council or services, and the

furthest township stirs with a life unguessed by those who would

take their pictures of old England from the dull round of such

villages as have in our day escaped the factory, or the builder of
' the residential neighbourhood.'

"

In 1189 King Richard and his Barons who had assumed

the Cross were raising money for the Crusade. Amongst the

latter was Bertram de Verdun, the Baron of Alton, who

obtained from the monks of Burton a sum of money by selling

to them the manor and advowson of Stapenhill,
3 and from Hugh

de Okeover he obtained a further sum of money and a palfrey by
the sale to him of the manor of Shene in co. Stafford. For this

grant, however, Hugh was to render annually 36^. 8^/., and he and

his heirs were to appear at the Barons' Court for the reinforce-

ments of the Court " ad efforciamentum Curie
"
at the reasonable

1
Probably

"
scour," i.e., for the cleansing or weeding of the land.

2 The presence of Robert de Gresley as a witness to this deed shows it must be

anterior to 1183 ; see
" the Gresleys of Drakelowe," Vol. I, New Series of Staffordshire

Collections, p. 32.
3 Burton Chartulary, pp. 42, 43.
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summons of himself or of his steward. 1 Bertram also reserved

for himself and his heirs, wardpenny and Peterspenny from the

land, and there was a curious proviso that no men of religion or

their cattle should be allowed on the lands, without the consent of

Bertram or his heirs. After the death of Bertram, who died at

Joppa in 1 192, his son Nicholas de Verdun confirmed this grant
to Hugh with an additional clause acquitting him and his heirs of

any scutage appertaining to the land. 2 And here it will be noted

again how carefully Hugh de Okeover protected himself and his

heirs from a military feoffment, and in the same way somewhere

about this date Hugh transferred to his brother Geoffrey, the land

at Snelston which had formerly belonged to his brother Richard,

reserving, however, to himself and his heirs the service of Robert

de Stanton for the land which the latter held within the manor. 3

On the Staffordshire Pipe Roll of 10 Ric. I. (1197-98)

Hugh de Acoure is returned as owing half a mark for a

misericordia, i.e., for a fine imposed upon him in some legal

proceedings, and on the Derbyshire Roll of the same year a

William de Acovere, who is probably his brother, is returned as

owing half a mark for a false claim.

At the same assizes there were cross suits between him and

Ralph de Blore respecting common of pasture in Swinescow, in

which both parties were found to be in the wrong and were

amerced in sums of money.
4

On the Staffordshire Pipe Roll of 2 John (1199-1200) Hugh
de Acoure is returned as owing two marks for a repair in the

forest (mendatio de forestd], which had been imposed upon him.

The fine was paid in the following year,
5 but it is difficult to

understand, for there is no forest in Staffordshire in the neigh-

bourhood of Okeover.

Hugh de Acoure occurs frequently as a knight on the Plea

1 Deed No. 13. The reinforcement of the Court would bejrequired on the occasions

of the trial of a thief or when the King's writ of right was sent to the Court. The

latter writ was issued on the appeal of a litigant in the court, who complained that

justice had not been done to him, and was so called from the words " de recto

defecisse" which occur in the writ. It is sometimes called the lesser writ of right to

distinguish it from the King's writ which permitted himself to be sued in a Court

of Law.
2 Deed No. 15. Appendix.

3 Deed No. 14.

4
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, p. 109.

5
Ibid., Vol. Ill, p. 130.
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Rolls of the reign of King John. At Easter term 4 John

(1203) ne Pavs half a mark for license of concord with Peter son

of Ralph and Alice his wife respecting 16 bovates of land in

Caldelawe (Callow), co. Derby, and at the Staffordshire Assizes of

5 John, he occurs as surety for both parties in a suit between

Henry de Denstone his near neighbour, and the coheiresses of

Robert FitzAdam of Waterfall, of which an account will be found

in the history of the Wrottesley family in the last volume of

these collections.

On the Derbyshire Pipe Roll of 7 John (1204-5) Hugh de

Acoure pays 2Os. that the suit between him and William de

Mungumeri might be heard Coram Rege, i.e., in the King's

Court,
1 and the record of this suit is fortunately preserved

upon an undated fragment of a " Curia Regis
"
Roll. It states

that
"
Derby. Hugh de Akoure sued William de Mungumeri in a

plea, that he should accept his homage and a reasonable relief

for the freehold which he held of him in Snelleston, and William

appeared and denied that Hugh held the freehold
; Hugh replied

that he was in seisin of the tenement, as warrantor for Margaret
the wife of Roger Putrel, who held a part of it in dower, of

the gift of Richard brother of Hugh, formerly husband of

Margaret, because the tenement was the right and inheritance of

the father of the said Hugh and his ancestors, and the father of

Hugh had done homage for it to Walter de Mungumeri the

grandfather of William, and Hugh himself had done homage for

it to William the father of the said William. And he further

said that Richard his brother by another wife had married

Margaret with the consent of his father, so that his father had

given the tenement to him for his support, and Richard had

endowed her with a third part of it, and Richard had died in the

life-time of his father, and Margaret had retained possession of

the whole tenement, and the father of Hugh had served out a writ

(here some words are illegible), and it had been covenanted

between them that she should hold one-third of the tenement as

dower and should hold the other two-thirds of him, rendering

annually half a mark for it, and she had paid the half mark all

the life-time of his father, and after his death to him, as

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. II, pp. 95 and 104.
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heir of his father, and in this way he was in seisin of the

tenement.
" William stated that the tenement should revert to him

through defect of heirs, because Walter his grandfather had

granted it in marriage to Ralph the father of Hugh with Lettice

his sister, by whom he had a son, viz., the said Richard, who had
died without leaving any issue, and he asked for a great assize to

determine which of them had the greater right to the tenement.

A day was given to the parties at three weeks from Easter Day
at Westminster." l

The next appearance of the suit occurs in a sitting of the
" Curia Regis

"
at Portsmouth on the morrow of Holy Trinity,

7 John (6 June, I2O5)
1 under the heading of Nottingham ;

it says
that the suit between Hugh de Akoure and William de Mungumeri
was respited sine die because the said William was in the service

of the King in arms with the Earl of Ferrers, and the suit between

the said William and Geoffrey de Akoure was respited for the

same cause, and because one suit depends on the other, the suit

between the said Hugh and Roger Putrel and Margery his wife2

The rest of the sentence is illegible, but it will be perceived
that two other suits had arisen out of the original plea between

William de Montgomery and Hugh.
A verdict was delivered in favour of Hugh de Okeover at

Michaelmas 9 John (1207), the suit in the meantime having taken

the form of an assize of " mord-ancestor
"

: it is entered on the

Roll as follows :

"
Derby. An assize to determine whether Richard the brother

of Hugh de Acoure was seised in his demesne as of fee of two

carucates of land in Snelleslund (sic) on the day he died, which

land was held by Walter de Mungumeri who had called William

de Mungumeri to warrant it to him.
" The jury found that he was so seised, and Walter was there-

fore in misericordia for an unjust detention, and Hugh was to

have seisin of the land." 3

Walter de Montgomery I conclude had been enfeoffed in the

land by William de Montgomery, and had taken possession

of it.

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, p. 130.

a
fbid. t p. 133.

3
Ibid., p. 140.
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During the same period, Sir Hugh was suing Roger Putrel and

Margaret the wife of Roger for the land they held in Snelston.

The Fine Roll of John states that Hugh de Acoure paid 10 marks
that six freemen of co. Stafford and six of co. Derby might be

elected to return a verdict between him and Roger Purcel (sic)

and Margaret his wife respecting two carucates of land in

Snelleston : and the Sheriffs of those two counties were ordered

to elect six of each. This is one of the earliest notices of the

election of a common jury which occurs on the Rolls.

The suit came on at Hillary term 8 John (1207) at

Westminster, when the Roll states that " an assize was formed to

determine whether Richard the brother of Hugh de Acoure was

seised of the service, as of fee, of one carucate of land and a half,

in Snelleslund (sic) (Snelstone) on the day he died, and which

land was held by Roger Putrel and Margery his wife, who called

to warranty William de Mungumeri, who appeared in Court

and warranted the land to them, and called to warranty Walter de

Mungumeri, and he asked for the assistance of the Court (to

compel the attendance of Walter). A day was given to the parties

at the octaves of the Purification."
1

No further notice of this suit remains, but it shows that Roger
Putrel and Margaret had taken sides with the Montgomerys, and

had refused to render any rent or service for the land to Hugh.
The ultimate result of all the suits was to leave the manor in

the possession of Hugh de Okeover.

On the Roll of Trinity term 14 John (1212) there is a note

of a suit of Anselm de Wasteneys against William Griffin and

Alice his wife and others in which three of the defendants had

essoined themselves
" de malo lecti" which means that they were

too ill to attend, and according to custom, four knights of the

county had been told off to report whether this was a valid

excuse or not. One of these knights was Hugh de Okeover

who had made a view of the parties, but was not present in

Court to testify to it, nor had made any excuse for his non-

appearance. Another day was given to the parties, and the

Sheriff was ordered to arrest the said Hugh.
2

This is the latest notice of him on the Records. He was

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, p. 138.

'*

Ibid., Vol. Ill, p. 156.
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certainly dead before April, 1220, when his son Robert occurs as

a Knight of Great Assize in a suit at Westminster. 1

SIR ROBERT DE OKEOVER, A.D. 1220-1240.

Robert the son of Hugh de Okeover was probably named
after his grandfather, Robert de Blore, of Grindon and Blore

and was married to Sarra the daughter of John de Chandos

during the lifetime of his father. In the deed which passed on

this occasion (Deed No. 21) John de Chandoys and Margery his

wife granted to Robert the son of Sir Hugh de Acovere in frank

marriage with Sarra their daughter, los. of annual rent from the

manor of Attelowe, which they were accustomed to receive from

the said Hugh and his predecessors, and los. of annual rent from

the land of Hugh Besinge in Eginton. To be held by him and the

heirs of the body of the said Sarra, and rendering to them and

to their heirs i'2d. annually, but the said Hugh was to receive

the said rent (of 1 2^/.) for his life, and after his death it was to

revert to them and their heirs.

Margery, who was cograntor in this deed, was the eldest

daughter and coheir of Robert fitz Walkeline, who held two

knights' fees of the Earls of Ferrers at Radborne, Murcaston,

Egginton and Atlow in co. Derby, and it would appear by this

deed that the Okeovers had held Atlow of the family of Fitz

Walkeline before the date of this marriage. The probability is

there had been a previous marriage between the two families,

and that Robert de Okeover married a cousin. The first

witness to the deed is
" Dominus "

Roger de Chandoys, the

head of the Baronial House of Chandos, who held 13 knights' fees

in capite in the cos. of Hereford and Shropshire, and who was

probably the brother of John de Chandoys the grantor.
2

The next appearance of Robert de Okeover on the Rolls after

the suit of 1 220 above mentioned, is as defendant in a plea

brought against him by Hasculf Gernet for the six bovates of

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, p. u.

2 The pedigree of Chandos has not been clearly established, but the head of the

house in 1166 was Richard de Chandos, who was succeeded by Robert de Chandos,

living 1210, and who was succeeded by Roger, the witness of the above deed. The

famous Sir John Chandos descended from the Sir John Chandos of the deed.
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land in Stratton which had been subinfeuded to Alice his aunt

(see Deed 16). The suit was begun at Michaelmas 9 H. III.

(1225), and was terminated by a fine levied in April, 1227, when
Hasculf remitted his claim for a surn of 12 marks. 1

This Robert occurs frequently in the Okeover deeds both in

the lifetime of his father Hugh and afterwards, but I have found

nothing more concerning him on the Rolls up to 1241, when an

entry in the Testa de Nevill shows that he had lately died.

He had been one of the collectors of the scutage levied on the

marriage of the King's sister to the Emperor of Germany in

25 H. III. (1242), and the entry gives the receipts of the scutage

levied by Sir Robert de Hocovre (sic) and Sir Robert de Touk,

and of Sir Robert de Dun, who had been added after the death of

Sir Robert de Hocovre. He died therefore early in the year 124.1.*

Besides his son Hugh who succeeded him at Okeover he left

a younger son William, who married Alice the heiress of a moiety
of the manor of Milwich, and who heads a younger branch ot

the family which survived in the male line till the reign of

Richard II.
3 He had also a daughter Ellen, who married

Sir Robert de Esseburne (Ashbourne).
4

SIR HUGH DE OKEOVER, 1241-1269.

This Hugh occurs as a knight as early as 1241, when he

grants a lease of two bovates of land in Swinscoe to Richard de

la Forde, the term to commence from the Feast of St. Martin,

26 H. III. (Deed No. 24). This date would be November nth,

1241.

In 1248, by a fine levied at Lichfield he brought to a close

a long standing dispute between him and his neighbour William

de Audley, who had married Clemence the heiress of the

neighbouring manors of Blore and Grindon. The dispute

related to a claim for free chace in the park of Blore, and

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, pp. 36 and 222.

z Testa de Nevill, p. 21.

3
Chetwynd's PirehillHundred and Staffordshire Collections. The author, however,

names Hugh, son of William de Okeover, as having married the heiress, whereas it

should be William, son of Hugh de Okeover. William had a son Hugh, who is

returned as Lord of Milwich, in the " nomina villarttm" of 9 E. II., and that has

evidently misled Chetwynd.
4 Deed No. 4OA. Appendix.
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common of pasture over the unenclosed portion of the same
manor. Hugh remitted his claim to both, for which William

and Clemence granted to him and his heirs one fat buck and

one doe in fawn yearly, and conceded that Hugh and his heirs

and their men of Swyneskow might have common of pasture
over all the arable land and meadow in Blore, for all manner of

cattle after the hay and corn had been carried. William and

Clemence also remitted half a mark of the annual rent which

they formerly received from Hugh for half a knight's fee which

they held in Swyneskow, so that Hugh should not render in

future for the said tenement more than 2Os. annually for all

services, and they gave to Hugh five marks of money.

Hugh de Okeover had the misfortune to serve as Sheriff of

Shropshire and Staffordshire during the troubled year 1256,

when the Welsh headed by Llewellyn rose against the exactions

of the King's officers. Edward the King's son led an army
against them, but was unable to make any impression upon
them, as they withdrew into their fastnesses on his approach.
An entry on the Fine Roll of 43 H. III. states that the King in

consideration of the losses sustained by Hugh de Acoure

during the late war in the marches of Wales, granted that he

might pay the arrears of his account as Sheriff, viz., 67 *js. \\d.

owing to the Exchequer, by annual instalments of 10, not a

very liberal concession to a subject who had probably lost half

his patrimony in the King's service, but the King himself was

overwhelmed with debt at this period.

He obtained one important concession, however, from the

King during his year of Shrievalty. In 40 H. III. the King

granted to him a charter of free warren for all his demesne

lands in Acovere, Swynesco and Shene in co. Stafford, arid in

Attelawe in co. Derby. Thi,^ is one of the earliest charters of

free warren granted to a subject of less than Baronial rank.

At this date Ham, Casterne, Stretton and Snellstone had been

subinfeuded and Hugh held no demesne lands in those manors. 1

Notwithstanding his somewhat scurvy treatment by the

1 See the deeds of subinfeudation of these manors at p. 99 of the Burton

Chartulary. At Ham there appears to have been a subtenant from time immemorial,

and Turgist de Ylum the tenant, temp. King John was probably a descendant of

Lewin the subtenant named in the Census of 1114.

C
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King in the matter of the crown debt, Sir Hugh was one of the

few Staffordshire land-owners who remained faithful to him

during the rebellion of the Barons under Simon de Montfort in

1263-67. The consequence of this was further losses incurred

by him in the King's service, for his lands were devastated by
the adherents of the opposite party. At Michaelmas term 49 H.

III. (September, 1265), he was suing in the King's court his

neighbour John de Audley of Blore for carrying away his goods
and chattels from Okeover, and he also sued Henry the parson
of Blore for preventing the restitution of the same goods. The
suit was adjourned, and as it does not occur again was probably

compromised.
At the same sittings of the Court he sued five tenants of

Ashbourne, co. Derby, for carrying away his goods and chattels

from Acovere, Shene and Snellstone. The defendants did not

appear, and the Sheriffwas ordered to distrain and produce them

at a later date. In this suit Hugh put in his place William his

brother.
1

Several of the deeds at Okeover of this epoch relate to the

manor of Misterton, co. Leicester, and at assizes held at Dudley
in April, 1269, William de Acorve (sic) gave two marks for

license of concord with William de Venables and Amice his wife.

This was a preliminary towards levying a fine respecting a moiety
of this manor which, if completed, could not have been afterwards

contested, and Robert de Acorve (sic) appeared in Court and

stated he was the heir of one Hugh de Acorve his father, and

that the moiety of the manor of Misterton and los. of rent in

Werehengle, to which the chyrograph of the Fine referred, had

been given to Amice and her heirs on her marriage, and he gave
2Os. to the king that enquiry might be made in the matter.2

Sir Hugh was therefore dead at this date, and on the Close Roll

of 54 H. III. (1270) there is a writ to the Barons of the Exchequer

notifying that the King had granted to his son Prince Edmund
the sum of 59 los. \Q\d, owing to the Exchequer by Hugh de

Acoure deceased for the time he had been Sheriff of the counties

1
Staffordshire Collections

',
Vol. IV, part I, p. 159.

2
Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 171. Amice left no issue and probably had no children at

this date, and the object of the interposition of Robert was to prevent the alienation

of the manor to the nominees of William and Amice.
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of Salop and Stafford, and that Robert de Acoure, the son and

heir of Hugh, had paid the same to the Prince.

An account of Misterton, anciently written Minstretone, will

be found in Nicholas Leicestershire, Vol. IV, p. 305. It con-

sisted of two fees, one held under the Earl of Winchester and

the other under the Bishops of Lincoln. The fee held by the

Okeovers was the latter. An Inquisition of 1279 states that

William de Okeover held at Misterton of the Bishop's fee two

carucates of land in demesne, and there were three virgates of land

held by three villein tenants. There were also four virgates of

land held by the said William by four free tenants, and William

held the land of the Bishop by the service of half a knight's fee.

In 1290 the same fee was held of the Bishop by Robert de

Okeover. 1 The few deeds relating to the manor now at Okeover

give no information as to how it came into possession of the family ;

they show, however, that Sir Hugh granted a lease of it in 1261 to

Hawise de Grendon, and it would appear by the suit above quoted
of 1269 that he must have granted it afterwards to William de

Venables in frank marriage with Amice, who must have been

either his sister or his daughter. Amice left no issue,
2 and the

manor probably reverted to Robert, for a suit of Mich. 8 Ric. II.

shows that it was in possession of Roger de Okeover, the grandson
of Robert, in I325.

3

Besides Robert, who succeeded him, the Okeover deeds

show that Sir Hugh had two younger sons, Richard and John.

SIR ROBERT DE OKEOVER, 1269-1282.

The heavy debt due to the Crown by Sir Hugh de Okeover,

and which had been left unliquidated at his death, must have

seriously diminished the patrimony of the family. Sir Hugh,

too, had further reduced his patrimony by a grant of the manor

of Shene to a younger son, Richard, and at the assizes held at

Lichfield in 1272, a fine was levied by which Robert cle

1 Nichots Leicestershire, Vol. IV, p. 305.
2 Deed No. 63.
3
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIII, p. 188. A deed in the Burton Chartiilary,

p. 47, seems to imply that it was a Verdon fee, and in that case it may have been

purchased from Bertram de Verdon by the first Hugh de Okeover.

C 2
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Okeover acquitted Richard of the service which John de

Verdun demanded for a moiety of the manor of Shene, for which

Richard gave him twelve marks in money,
1 This left the head

of the family liable for the chief rent payable to the superior

lord. In addition to these sub-infeudations, Sir Hugh had

granted Caldelowe to Sir William de la Launde in marriage
with Lucy his daughter,

2 and had sold half of Swinscoe to the

Abbot of Rocester. 3 He had, therefore, left nothing to his

successor, except Okeover and Atlowe, and these were further

saddled with the debt due to the Exchequer and the chief rent

of Shene.4

The earliest appearance of this Robert on the Rolls is in a

suit brought against him at the assizes at Wolverhampton in

August, 1271. In this suit Robert, son of Sweyn, one of his

tenants, brought an action against him for ejecting him from two

bovates of land in Okeover. Robert stated he claimed only the

custody of the land and the wardship of Alice, daughter and

heir of William de Cunegeston, who had held the land of him

by military service. The suit was dismissed, because the

plaintiff had made no mention of Alice in his Plea. The action

appears a trivial one, but it is worth noting from the curious

light it throws on feudal usages, for here we find the lord of a

manor claiming to have military tenants under him, when the

manor was certainly held of the chief lord by a socage tenure.

In 5 E. I. (1277) a fine was levied between Robert, son of

Robert de Acovere, and Robert de Acovere and Margaret his

wife, respecting a messuage, two carucates of land, a water

mill, and 4 $s. id. of rent in Denstone, Quyxhill, Whystan,
Brodhok and Buterdon. By the terms of this Fine, Robert and

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, p. 254. This Richard had married Beatrice,

the widow of William de Ipstones, and was probably in better circumstances than his

elder brother Robert, see Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, p. 123.
2

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIII, p. 184.
3

Ibid., Vol. VI, part I, p. 105.
4
Amongst the Okeover deeds is one dated from London in 1278, by which

Robert de Okeover granted a lease of Atlowe for 20 years to Dominus William de

Hamildon (the Rector of Ashbourne), and on the Close Roll of 14 E. I. (1286)

William de Hamildon, Clerictis, demises to Henry de Braylesford, kt., the manor

of Attelawe, which he held by a grant of the late Sir Robert de Accovre, for an

annual rent of ^"30. This shows that Atlowe was a valuable manor, for ^30 is a

high rent for 1278,
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Margaret were to hold the tenements for their lives, and they
were to revert after their deaths to Robert the son of Robert.

Tt would appear by this Fine that a Robert de Okeover had

married the heiress of Denstone and the object of it was to

settle the manor upon their son. 1 The existence, however, of

these contemporary Roberts of Okeover is the cause of much
confusion. Dugdale in his account of Frankton, co. Warwick,
states that one Ralph de Frankton gave Frankton to Roger de

Elinhale, who gave it to Robert de Okeover in marriage with

Alice his sister, and that Robert de Hokovere (sic) and Alice his

wife presented to the church of Frankton in 1304, and sold the

advowson in 4 E. II. to John le Palmer of Frankton. 2 This

Robert de Okeover has been introduced into the Pedigree of

the family now at Okeover as head of his house, but this is

clearly a mistake, for it will be seen that the Robert who was

lord of Okeover was dead in I28o,
3 and left a son, John, who

was a minor. Neither of these Roberts, therefore, can be

identical with Robert, who was lord of Okeover between 1269
and I28o.4 At the Easter term in Banco of 8 E. I. (1280),

Robert de Akovere was summoned by the Abbot of Roucestre

to warrant to him a moiety of the manor of Swinescohe, which

he held, and claimed to hold of him, and for which he had the

deed of Hugh de Akovere the father of Robert, and whose heir

he was. Robert did not appear, and the Sheriff was ordered to

attach him for the Octaves of Michaelmas.5 No further notice

of this suit occurs on the Rolls, and at the Michaelmas term of

10 E. I. (1282) Henry de Chandos and Robert de Stafford

were suing Richard de Acovere to give up to them John, the

son and heir of Robert de Acovere, whose wardship belonged to

them, inasmuch as Robert de Acovere his father had held his

1 See also Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, p. 68. I am not quite

certain about the identity of this Robert. Gn the Rolls he is always styled Robert

de Okovere of Denstone, and see Vol. VII, pp. 32 and 217. He was also lord of

West Broughton in co. Derby.
2
Dtigdale's Warwickshire, under Frankton.

3
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, pp. 105 and 126. This pedigree was

drawn up for Mr. Haughton Farmer Okeover, about the year 1800, and as a rule is very

accurate. The author had evidently access to the Okeover deeds, as well as

documents at the Heralds' College.
4 Robert de Okovere of Denstone left a son and heir, Alan, who styled himself

Alan de Denstone, see Staffordshire Collections.
5

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, p. 105.
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land of them by knight's service. 1 The two plaintiffs were the

representatives of Robert fitz Walkeline, of Radbourne, who
had enfeoffed the Okeovers in the manor of Atlow. Richard was

the uncle of the heir, and if he was the nearest of kin not in the

line of succession would be entitled during a minority to the

custody of all the lands held in socage, together with the

wardship of the heir.

The Okeover deeds show that this Robert had a sister

Dionisia (Denyse), married to Robert fitz Tholy.
2 The name

of his wife never transpires.

JOHN DE OKEOVER, 1285-1293.

John the son of Robert de Okeover appears to have come
of age before the autumn of 1285, when Henry fitz Herbert

settled by deed upon him and his wife Marjory, the daughter of

Henry, the manor of Okeover with its appendages, viz., the

Woodhouses, Coldewalle, Hum, and Casterne (Deed No. 65).

It may be assumed that Henry fitz Herbert could not have

been enfeoffed in the manor except by John himself,
3 and

Henry, no doubt, had previously purchased the marriage of the

heir from the guardian in chivalry. In the same year Elizabeth,

the widow of Matthew de Knyveton, was suing the Abbot of

Burton for a third of a messuage and a carucate of land in

Ham, which she claimed as dower. The Abbot pleaded he only
held a portion of the dower claimed. For this portion he called

to warranty John, the son of Robert de Acovere. 4

John appeared in Court at Michaelmas term 1286, and

asked that it might be shown why he should be called to

warranty, and the Abbot then produced a deed of Hugh
de Acovere, the grandfather of John, and whose heir he was, by
which the said Hugh gave the tenements in question to the

church of Burton.5 The suit does not occur again, but it affords

another example of the way in which Hugh de Okeover had

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, p. 126.
'2 Okeover Charters, Nos. 58 and 59.
3 See suit of Michaelmas, 1293, on the next page.
4

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, part I, p. 160.

5
Ibid., p. 167.
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been forced to alienate his patrimony in order to meet the

claims of the Exchequer on relinquishing his Shrievalty.

There is nothing further to record respecting John de

Okeover. Before October, 1293, he was dead, having been in

possession of his patrimony for less than nine years. At the date

of his death he could not have been more than 30 years of age.

At Michaelmas term 21 E. I. (October, 1293), Margaret,

formerly wife of John de Acovere, sued Henry, son of William

fitz Herbert for the third of a messuage, three carucates of land,

a water mill, 30 acres of meadow, 150 acres of wood, and 10 of

rent in Acovere as her dower. Henry called to warranty Roger,
son and heir of John de Acovere, who was under age, and in

ward to the said Margaret, and whose land was in the custody
of William de Montegomery, and he produced a deed of the

said John, the father, which testified that John had given the

tenements to him with a clause of warranty. The custodians

were therefore to be summoned for the Qnindene of Hillary, at

which term Margaret was to produce the heir in Court. 1 The
suit occurs again on the Rolls of the following Michaelmas term

(October, 1294), when William de Montgomeri appeared in

Court and asked that it might be shown why he should warrant

the dower, and he stated that Henry could not be in seisin of

the tenements by any gift of the said John, because John had

died seised of them, and he appealed on this issue to a jury.
2

On this latter issue William was clearly in the right, and it is

difficult to understand the -plea except on the assumption that

it was a friendly suit to meet the case of a son and heir who

died under age, and which seems to have been overlooked in the

original deed (Deed No. 65), for it will be observed that the deed

gives a life interest to Margaret only in the event of John dying
without leaving any issue.

Margaret, however, was not to be allowed the wardship
of her son without a contest, for the representatives of Robert

fitz Walkeline claimed it on the ground that Atlowe was

a military fief. At the sitting in Banco of Michaelmas term,

23 E. I. (1295), Henry, son of William fitz Herbert, and

Margaret his daughter were summoned to answer the plea of

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 7.

2
Ibid., p. 20.
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John, son of Henry de Chaundoys (Chandos) and Robert de

Stafford that they should give up to them Roger, the son and

heir of John de Acovere, whose wardship belonged to them,

inasmuch as the said John de Acovere had held his land of them

by knight's service (per servitium militare] ;
and they stated that

the said John de Acovere held of the said John and Robert the

manor of Attelowe by military service, viz., by homage and the

service of one knight and 40^. for a scutage of 40^, when it

should fall due, and also by the service of 2os. per annum
;
and

the said John had died in seisin of the said manor and in the

homage of the said John (de Chandos), because he was the elder

coparcener, and for that reason the custody of the said Roger

belonged to the said John and Robert, and Henry and

Margaret had deforced them of the wardship, and for which

they claimed 20 as damages.

Henry stated he made no claim to the wardship, and

Margaret answered for herself, and stated she made no claim

except as a kind of nurse (preterquam nutriculam tantum\ and

because John the father of Roger held the said manor in

socage, viz., by the service of us. annually for all service, and

not by military service, as John and Robert asserted
;
and she

appealed to a jury. The Sheriff was ordered to summon a jury

for the Octaves of the Purification. 1 The suit was adjourned
from term to term, through defect of a jury, up to Easter 25 E. I.

(1297), when it was transferred by writ of nisi prius to be

heard in the county
2 and no further record of it is extant.

The suit was probably stopped by the sale of the wardship
and marriage of the heir to Isabella, the widow of Sir William

de Birmingham, who seems to have taken up her abode at

Okeover, for at the assizes held at Tamworth in January, 1302,

Roger, the Abbot of Rocester, was suing Isabella, formerly wife

of William de Burmyngham, Roger, son of John de Acovere,

William de la Spyneye and Margaret his wife, and two others

for disseising him of common of pasture in three acres of moor

in Swinscoe. The Abbot afterwards withdrew his suit.
3 The

defendant Margaret was probably the widow of John de Okeover,

re-married to William de la Spyneye of Coughton, co. Warwick.

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 31.

a
Ibid., p. 40.

3
Ibid., p. 94.



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. 25

SIR ROGER DE OKEOVER, 1309-1337.

The first appearance of Roger de Okeover on the Rolls in

his own person is in a suit in Banco of Trinity term 29 E. I. (1301),

but at this date he was still a minor, for it will be seen he was

suing by his custos Nicholas de St. Pierre. The record of the

suit states that Roger son of John de Acovere (Okeover) by
Nicholas de St. Pierre his custos> sued William son of William

the Bastard of Montegomeri for one hundred acres of pasture in

Snelleston, of which Robert de Acovere his grandfather, whose

heir he was, was seised as of fee when he died. William defended

his right, and denied that Robert the grandfather of Roger had

died seised of the tenements, and appealed to a jury ;
and the

Sheriff was ordered to summon a jury for the Octaves of St.

Martin. A postscript states that after several adjournments a

verdict was delivered in 35 E. I. (1307), before L. de Thrikyngham,
with whom was associated Sir Roger de Bradburne Knight.
The jury stated that the said Robert de Acovere the grandfather
of Roger was lord of a moiety of the manor of Snelleston, and

one William de Grendon was lord of the other half, and each

held their moieties in severalty, except the waste of the manor,

viz., the one hundred acres of pasture now in dispute, which they
held in common and undivided, and William de Grendon after-

wards enfeoffed the said Robert of his half of the manor together
with his share of the waste, saving to himself his capital messuage
and the service of a farthing from one John Saule and his heirs,

and saving to the said William reasonable husebote and heybote
to be delivered by the forester of Robert and his heirs, and

saving to William also fyrbote
1 each week in Byrchewode, viz.,

a cart load of wood to be delivered by the forester, and saving

to him also the multure at the mill of Snelleston as he was

accustomed to have
;
and the said William de Grendon after-

wards remitted and quitclaimed to Robert all his right and claim

in the said half of the manor and it was then agreed between

them that Robert should find for the said William food and

clothing for his life according to the terms of a deed which

was drawn up at that time, and William was in seisin of the food

and clothing for some time, until the said Robert withheld it, and
1

Fyrbote was wood for fires ; husebote, wood for repair of houses ; and heybote,
wood for the repair of hedges.
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William then impleaded Robert for it in the Hundred Court of

Appeltre ;
and Robert then in full Hundred said to William

that, as regarded the tenements of which William had enfeoffed

him, he might enter by the Devil (exparte diaboli intrarei), that

he did not care for them, nor to find food and clothing any

longer for him. After which the said William on the morrow
and for four or five days afterwards, taking with him his neigh-

bours, came upon the pasture now in dispute, and after ex-

pounding to them the answer which Robert had made before the

Hundred Court, he took seisin in their presence by virtue of the

breach of the agreement ;
and the jury being asked if the said

Robert had delivered any deed or seisin, answered he had not
;

and being asked how long Robert had lived after the said answer

made to William in the Hundred Court, they stated not more than

three weeks, because immediately after he left the Hundred Court

he started for London, and died on his journey back within three

weeks
;
and being asked what seisin William had during the

lifetime of Robert, whether by digging, or agisting, or depasturing

cattle, they stated he had no other seisin except by taking

possession in presence of his neighbours, and he claimed the

pasture to be his own soil after the aforesaid answer
;
and being

asked what the tenements were worth, and what time had elapsed
since the death of Robert, they said the tenements before the

death of Robert were worth 3^. 4^. annually, but they were now

improved in value, because they had been ploughed up, and that

sixteen years had elapsed since the death of Robert. And
because the said William de Grendon held nothing in the

tenements during the lifetime of Robert de Acovere by livery of

Robert, nor in any other manner, and Robert had died seised of

them in demesne as of fee, as Roger son of John asserted in his

writ, it is considered that Roger son of John should recover

seisin against William son of William the Bastard; and his

damages were taxed at 4 marks. 3

It will be noted that the date given by the jury for the death

of Robert de Okeover is perfectly accurate, though it had taken

place sixteen years before.

Although Nicholas de St. Pierre is named above as the custos

of Roger, it must have been for the purpose only of the suit, for the

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 80.
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wardship of Roger had been purchased by Isabella the widow of

Sir William de Bermingham. At Michaelmas term of 30 E. I.

(1302), William de Monte Gomerisued in Banco Isabella, formerly
wife of William de Bermingham, to give up to him Roger the son

and heir of John de Acovere, whose wardship belonged to him,

inasmuch as the said John had held his land of William de

Monte Gorneri his father by military service. Isabella did not

appear, and the Sheriff returned she held no land in co. Derby

by which she could be attached, but it was testified she held

land in co. Stafford. The Sheriff of Staffordshire was therefore

commanded to summon her for the Quindene of Easter day.
1

It

would appear from this suit that Isabella had purchased the

wardship from the heirs of FitzWalkeline and the rights of the

Montegomerys had been ignored. The wardship ofthe heir would

belong to the family whose ancestor had made the earliest

feoffment. Roger was apparently of age at Michaelmas 3 E. II.

(1309) when he occurs as plaintiff in a suit against Roger son of

William fitz Herbert respecting land in Snelleston,
2 and he was

certainly of age in 9 E. III. (1316), when he is returned as lord

of Okeover in the feodary known as the " Nomina Villarum."

In the same year, viz., at Michaelmas, 10 E. II. (1316), he

brought an action in Banco against Walter Wyther and Joan
his wife for a messuage, a mill, and 300 acres of pasture in Ham,
which he claimed as his right and inheritance, and of which

Hugh de Aucouve (sz'c) his great-grandfather, and whose heir he

was, had been seised in the reign of Henry III., and from Hugh
the right descended to Robert his son and heir, and from

Robert to John as his son and heir, and from John to the

plaintiff as son and heir. Walter and Joan took exception to

the writ, because they were not seised of all the tenements

named in it, the Abbot of Burton holding 8 acres of it, and they

appealed to a jury, which was to be summoned for a day at

Easter.3 This suit does not occur again and was probably

dropped, for Roger's ancestor, Hugh, had remitted all his claim to

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 101. A suit of Trinity term 32 E. I.,

shows that William de Montgomeri died shortly after this date, and was succeeded by
his brother Walter. Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 119.

2
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p. 20.

3
Ibid., p. 64.
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the lands in Ham, reserving only a chief rent. 1

Joan, the defendant

in this suit, was the heiress of the Hams, and represented the

Turgist de Hum of the reign of King John, who is named in the

Plea Rolls of that reign, and occurs as a witness to the Okeover

deeds. In the meantime Margaret, the widow of John de Okeover,

had re-married William de Sutton of Warwick, and as Okeover
was held in socage had occupied the place during the nonage of

her son. A tenant of lands held in socage was supposed to

hold them for the benefit of the heir, and could be made to account

for the issues of them when the heir came of age. Roger

apparently had quarrelled with his stepfather in 1317, and at

Michaelmas of that year sued William de Sutton and Margaret
his wife to render an account of the issues of the lands and

tenements in Acquore (sic) whilst they were in their custody,

the said lands being held in socage and of which they had had

the custody whilst he was a minor. William and Margaret did

not appear to their summons, and the Sheriff of the county
returned they held nothing within his Bailiwick by which they
could be attached, but it was testified they held land in co.

Warwick. The Sheriff of Warwickshire was therefore ordered

to summon them for the following Hillary term. 2

Margaret
had apparently renounced her right in Okeover on the marriage
of her son, but at the following Easter term William de Sutton

of Warwick and Margaret his wife sued Christine the wife of

Roger de Acovere for the manor of Acovere as the right of the

said Margaret, and by another writ they sued Roger and Christine

for the same. Christine did not appear, and the Sheriff was ordered

to take the manor into the King's hands and to summon her for a

day in Michaelmas term. 3 There appears to be no sequel to any
of these suits, and the family quarrel was either made up or put a

stop to by the intestine troubles of the kingdom. Christine

must have been jointly enfeoffed of Okeover with her husband.

Sir Roger, however, had a more serious affair on his hands at

this date. For some obscure reason he had taken an aversion to

a cousin, one Laurence de Okeover, who was probably a member
of the Milwich branch of the family, and although this Laurence

was a man of substance and married to a woman of quality,

1 The Burton Charttilary, p. 99.
2

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p. 71.
3 Ibid.

t p. 76.
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Marjory de Audley of Blore, with whom he had acquired land

in Nottinghamshire,
1

Roger claimed him as one of his villein

tenants of Okeover who had left the manor without the lord's

permission. The story is told in some proceedings, Coram Rege>

of Easter term n E. II., which are as follows :

Derb. Roger de Okoure and Roger de Rossington were

attached at the suit of Laurence de Okoure of Assheburn for

assaulting him at Assheburne and taking him by force to

Okoure (Okeover) in co. Stafford on the Monday before the

Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Mary, n E. II. (1318), and

imprisoning him at Okeover for 8 days and illtreating him until

he had made a fine with him for ,40 ;
and for taking his goods

and chattels, viz., gold, silver, linen and woollen cloth to the

value of ^"100, and for which he claimed 500 as damage?.

Roger de Okoure appeared in person, and Roger de

Rossington by attorney, and the latter denied the trespass, and

appealed to a jury, and Roger de Okoure stated that the said

Laurence was his villein and from time out of memory he and

his ancestors had been seised of him arid of his ancestors, as their

villeins. And the said Laurence stated he was a freeman and

living at Assheburne, in co. Derby, within the fee of the Earl of

Lancaster and outside the fee of the said Roger when the defen-

dants took him by force and imprisoned him at Okoure in co.

Stafford, and as the said Laurence asserted that the trespass

took place at Assheburne, in co. Derby, and the said Roger
declared it took place at Okoure, it appeared to the Court

expedient that a mixed jury from co. Stafford and co. Derby,
should be summoned for the Octaves of St. John the Baptist

A postscript states that at Easter term 12 E. II., a jury came
and found that the said Laurence de Okoure was a freeman and

that he and his ancestors from time out of memory had been

freemen and they stated that the said Roger de Okoure sent to

the said Laurence to come and speak to him at Okoure, and

when he came he claimed him as his villein, and Laurence said

he was a freeman and if he would come with him to Assheburne

he could prove it by his muniments, and the said Roger de

Okoure came to him at Assheburne and having seen the

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IX, p. 32. This was Skerington, which had come

to the Audleys of Blore from William de Albini (Blore deeds, Harl. MS. 818).
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muniments said to Laurence that they were insufficient and that

he must return with him to Okoure, or he would suffer for it by
his body,

"
vel de corpore suo luet" so that the said Laurence out

of fear of the said Roger, and against his will, set out for Okoure
where he was kept in prison for eight days and the said Laurence

had made a fine with Roger de Okoure of \Q of which he had

paid 13 marks, and he had further entered into a bond with the

said Roger for the payment of ^"40 sterling with two sureties

for security, and that the defendants detained this bond to the

damage of the said Laurence of ^"70. It was therefore con-

sidered that the said Laurence should recover damages of 70

against the two defendants and the Sheriff was ordered to arrest

them. And the said Laurence obtained a writ of "
elegit

"

against them according to the statute. A further postscript

states that the defendants afterwards made fine with the King as

appears on the roll of fines of Michaelmas term, 13 E. II.
1

Under a writ of "elegit" Laurence would take all the goods
and chattels and one half of the real estate of Roger, and

could retain the latter in his hands till the damages were paid ;

but in the thirteenth century there were many ways of eluding

the process of a Court of Law, and Roger without doubt trans-

ferred all his property into the hands of trustees. 2 At the sittings

Coram Rege of Trinity term 12 E. II. the story is continued :

Derb. A precept had been sent to the Sheriff that whereas

Laurence de Okoure had recovered ^70 as damages against

Roger de Okoure (Okeover) and Roger de Rossington for a

trespass committed against him, and the said Laurence had

assigned ten marks of the said damages to Thomas de Thorp
and his fellow clerks, and that all the goods and chattels of the

said Roger and Roger, excepting oxen and horses of the plough
and half of all the lands and tenements of the said Roger and

Roger were to be delivered to the said Laurence to be held by
him according to the Statute, until the said damages had been

fully satisfied, and the Sheriff returned that he had sent a

precept to Roger de Hopton, the Bailiff of Thomas, Earl of

Lancaster, in the Liberty of Wyrkesworth to appraise and sell

all the goods and chattels of the said Roger and Roger, etc.,

1
Staffordshire Collections^ Vol. X, p. 26.

2 For an instance of this, see Deed No. 71.
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and also to deliver to the said Laurence half of their lands and

tenements, and the said Bailiff had sent an extent as follows :

(Here follows a valuation of the lands of the said Roger and

Roger at Snelleston by a jury who further stated that the said

Roger de Okoure held in the same county the manor of

Attelowe, which was worth yearly 20, and there were no

chattels there except the growing crops, which had been taken

by the Bailiff for the payment of five marks out of the damages

assigned to the clerks of the Court, but that a certain Roger
fitzHerbert had come and produced a deed of Roger de Okoure

by which he had demised to him the said manor for term

of his life, rendering yearly to the said Roger de Okoure

28. And the said Laurence stated to the Court that no goods
or chattels, or lands or tenements had been yet delivered to him,

and that the said Roger de Okoure held at the date of the

judgement against him, the manor of Attelowe of which no

extent had yet been made. The Sheriff was therefore ordered

to make an extent of the manor of Attelowe and to deliver

half the said manor together with all goods and chattels to the

said Laurence to be held by him according to the Statute,

etc.
1

)

Another year now elapses, and at Trinity term 13 E. II. we
find the following entry :

Derb. A writ of fieri facias had been issued to raise ten

marks from the goods and chattels of Roger de Okoure and

Roger de Rossinton, damages adjudicated against them for a

trespass committed against Laurence de Okoure of Assheburne,
and the Sheriff now returned that he had taken goods and

chattels of Roger de Okoure to the value of 40^., but had not

been able to find purchasers for them. He was therefore

ordered as before, and to pay the money into Court at the

Quindene of St. John the Baptist.
2

It is more than doubtful whether Laurence ever obtained

any damages at all, or even the return of the money which had

been taken from him, for in the same year that this entry occurs,

Sir Roger was in Scotland in the King's service, and had taken

out letters of protection. These were granted to him at

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. X, p. 29.

M
/bid., p. 33.
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Barmoor on the 29th of August, I3I9,
1 and would have

prevented any distraints being levied on his goods and chattels,

for the period during which they were valid, and the remainder of

the reign of Edward II. was so taken up by the dissensions

between the King and his Baron?, that it would have been very
difficult to enforce any process of law against him.

In 1324, however, when the King was in Staffordshire,

after the rebellion of Thomas Earl of Lancaster, a pre-

sentment was made by a jury of the town of Derby

against Sir Roger which exemplifies not only his violent

methods, but shows the terrorism exercised by the landed

gentry at this period over the peaceful inhabitants of a town,

for the assault complained of had taken place seven years before

the date of the presentment, and no redress had been obtained

for it up to that date. The Coram Rege Roll of Michaelmas

17 E. II. has the following entry:

Derb. The jury of the vill of Derby, presented that Roger
de Okovere, knight, on the day of St. James the Apostle, 10 E.

II. (i 317), with many other malefactors in his retinue, had insulted,

beaten, and ill-treated at Derby, Nicholas de Trowell, at that

time the King's Bailiff in that town. The Sheriff was therefore

ordered to attach him, and the said Roger afterwards appeared
and could not deny that he was guilty of the said trespass. He
was therefore committed to prison, and the said Roger
afterwards appeared before the King at Hereford on the

26 January of this year in the custody of the Marshall and

made fine with the King for the said trespass at 20, by the

surety of William Deveros, of co. Hereford, Robert de Beck, of

co. Stafford, Henry de Penebrugge, of co. Hereford, William

Beysan, of the said county, and of John de Lantony, of the same,

and of Henry le fitzHerbert, of co. Derby, who also became

sureties that the said Roger would conduct himself well in future

as well towards the King as towards others, under pain of

forfeiture of all those things which could be forfeited to the King.
2

As might be expected from his tenure in Derbyshire under

the House of Lancaster, Sir Roger was one of the adherents of

Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, in his unfortunate rebellion of 1322.

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 40.

2
Ibid., Vol. X., p. 44.
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After the defeat of Lancaster at Boroughbridge, the King had the

whole party in his power, and showed little mercy to them. All

the bannerets and many of the knights who were obnoxious to

the Despencers were condemned and executed
;
the others were

allowed to compound for their estates, and give security for their

good behaviour. Amongst the latter was Sir Roger Okeover,
who saved his life and property by a bond to the elder Despencer
for a hundred marks. This was nearly double the annual value

of his manors of Atlow and Okeover, and would be equivalent
to a sum of not less than 3,000 at the present day.

1 The Close

Roll of 1 7 E. 1 1., under date of 2nd August, 1 323, states that Roger
de Okovere, kt, had acknowledged he owed to Hugh le Despencer,
Earl of Winchester, 100 marks, to be levied on his goods and

chattels in the counties of Stafford and Derby. This acknow-

ledgment, it afterwards appears, for greater security had been

made before the Barons of the Exchequer.
Previous to this he had been in prison upon another charge,

having been arrested by Ralph, Lord Basset of Drayton, under

pretence that he had appropriated property belonging to the late

Earl of Lancaster. A writ, dated 1322, addressed to Robert

Toke the custodian of the lands of the rebels in co. Derby orders

him to restore to Roger de Acore his lands and goods which Ralph
Basset had taken because the said Roger had appropriated sheep

belonging to Thomas late Earl of Lancaster in the High Peak,

and for a trespass in the park of Loughborough, Ralph having
delivered all his prisoners to Roger Beler with the cause of their

arrest, and Roger Beler having certified that Roger de Acore had

been arrested by Ralph for the above causes, and the said Roger
de Acore having been indicted before the Justices of Oyer and

Terminer for the above matters, the King wills that he should

answer for the same before the said justices. A similar writ in

nearly identical words was sent to Roger de Waltham the

Gustos of the lands of the rebels in co. Stafford.2

This prosecution was evidently a separate affair from that for

which he had compounded with the elder Despencer, for it was

still hanging over him at Easter 19 E. II., three years later than

1 Hallam in his Middle Ages, estimates that a knight's fee of 20 in the

reign of Edward I. should be multiplied by 80 to represent its value in modern money
2 Close Rolls, 1322, printed.
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the date of his bond to the Earl of Winchester. A writ on the

Coram Rege Roll of Easter term 19 E. II. (1326) orders the

Sheriff of co. Derby to distrain Roger de Okovere and eleven

others, and to arrest seventy others named, including many of

the principal knights of co. Derby, to answer to the King for

the goods and chattels of the King's enemies which had been

found in their possession.
1

In 1324 Sir Roger was one of the knights of co. Stafford who
were summoned to be at Westminster on the 3Oth May of that

year to consult with the King "pro quibusdain magnis et arditis

negotiis
"

the great and weighty matters affecting the kingdom
was the invasion of Guienne by the French.

The King was at this time making preparations for an

expedition to Gascony, and Sir Roger was one of the knights

summoned from co. Stafford. The muster was to be at Ports-

mouth on the Sunday after mid-Lent (24th March), and the writ

directs them to be ready with horses and arms to pass into

Guyenne under the command of the Earl of Warren. 2 A later

writ dated 2Oth February, 1325, in the curious French vernacular

of the day, states that the King had postponed his passage
" de

my Quaresme avenir tanques lendemayn de lascension prochein

avenir, neparquant pur ce que nos ne volouns mie lesser notre dite

DucJiee de tot degarrie, avouns ordenez denvoiery notre cher cosyn

et feial Johan Counte de Garenne et autres grauntz de notre

Roialme ove grant poeir des gentz d'arme et a pie"*
It appears from a presentment made by a Staffordshire jury

before a Special Commission of 19-20 E. II., which will be

found in the Staffordshire Collections, Vol. X, that the knights
summoned on this occasion embarked for Guienne,

4 but a truce

was concluded with the French on the 3ist of May, 1325, and

they shortly afterwards returned to England. In the following year
the insurrection against the King and the Despencers took place,

and Edward was formally deposed by Parliament in January, 1 327.

During the disturbances in the kingdom consequent on this

rebellion, every man took the law into his own hands, and

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. X, p. 65.
2
Parliamentary Writs. The writ states that they had been previously required to

perform such service by letters of Privy Seal, which means that each knight had

received a writ of military summons addressed to him individually by name.
3 Ibid.

4
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. X, p. 67.
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William de Bromley, the Abbot of Burton, with whom Sir

Roger had some cause of quarrel, took advantage of the

absence of Sir Roger, either in Guienne or elsewhere, and at

the head of a large body of men, harried his demesne lands,

and swept off his cattle and game and other goods. A Special

Commission was issued in i E. III. (1327), addressed to Hugh de

Prestwold, Roger de Aylesbury, and Roger Carles, to hear and

determine the complaint of Roger de Okoure that William,
Abbot of Burton-on-Trent, and two of his monks, John de

Toke, the Parson of Grendon, Ralph de Grendon, and others,

had forcibly entered his manor in the co. of Suffolk (sic)

(Stafford), broken open the doors and windows of his house,

shut up Christine, his wife, in the house, and had carried away
his goods and chattels, and his deer from his park, and hares,

rabbits, partridges, and pheasants from his warren. 1 The

returns made by these Special Commissions are not extant,

and no further information respecting this raid is to be found.

After the deposition of the King the estates of the partisans

of the Earl of Lancaster were restored to them, but the whole

property of the Despencers was seised by the Queen and her

favourite, Roger de Mortimer, and Sir Roger's bond for TOO

marks passed into the Queen's possession as a portion of

their escheated estates. Distraints were accordingly levied by
the Exchequer upon Sir Roger's property. In 1330, however,

he obtained some relaxation of these by a gift to the Queen, for

a writ on the Close Roll of 4 E. III., dated ist October, 1330,

states that Roger de Okovre, knight, had acknowledged that he

owed to Queen Isabella ro marks, to be levied on his goods and

chattels in the counties of Derby and Stafford, and a previous

writ, dated I4th January, 1330, directs the Barons of the Ex-

chequer to suspend till midsummer the demand upon Roger
de Okovre for 100 marks, which he owed by a recognizance
made before the Barons of the Exchequer to Hugh de

Despencer, the elder, so that he might in the meantime prosecute
an action for his discharge from the same, the said Roger

having pleaded that he had made the recognizance by force

and duress. 2 The petition of Sir Roger on this occasion is to

1 Patent Roll, I E. III., part I, in. 36 dorso.
2 Close Rolls, printed (Rolls Series).
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be found amongst the ancient petitions at the Public Record

Office. It commences with the words " Al Chaunceler notre

seignur le Roy monstre Roger de Okeourve Chivaler," and

states that he had been bound to Huwe le Despencer, late Earl

of Winchester, in the King's Chancery in the time of the King's

father in 100 marks,
"
par force destreste dun prisonement pur

ceo que le dit Roger avoit este ovesque Monsier Thomas jadis

Comte de Lancastre," and he prayed the benefit of the late

Statute of Westminster.

The rule of the Queen Mother and her favourite, Mortimer,

ceased on the iQth October of this year (1330), when Mortimer

was arrested at Nottingham and sent to the Tower. It is not

unlikely that Sir Roger de Okeover assisted in the coup d'etat

which overthrew the government of Isabella and Mortimer
;

for it was at this date that he obtained a grant from the King
of 400 acres of land in Fairefeld in the Forest of the Peak, for

which, however, he was to render to the Exchequer \Q

annually.
1

At the Quo Warranto Pleas held in Derbyshire in this year

(1330), Roger claimed to have free warren in Atilaw (Atlovv),

and produced the grant made to his proavus, Hugh de Acovere,

by Henry III. The claim was allowed.2

Three years now elapses, during which Sir Roger's suit was

still pending in the King's Chancery, but a writ to the Barons

of the Exchequer, dated i6th February, 1333, directs them

to respite the demand upon Sir Roger for 100 marks,

whilst the cause was discussed in the King's Courts, and

to release any distraints made upon him. Another writ,

dated I2th May, repeats this order and grants a respite till

Michaelmas.3

It was in this year that the King marched into Scotland at

the head of an army. Berwick was besieged, and the Scots

were defeated at Halidown Hill in an attempt to relieve it.

Richard de Curson and Roger de Okovere were the commis-

sioners of array for the county of Derby, with orders to embody
men between sixteen and sixty years of age, to put them into

thousands, hundreds, and twenties, and to select out of them,
1
Originalia 4 E. III., printed.

2
Quo Warranto Pleas, printed.

3 Close Rolls, printed (Rolls Series).
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500 archers and 200 hobelars, for service against the Scots.

The hobelars were light horsemen. By another writ, dated

6th June, the archers and hobelars were to be conducted to

Boroughbridge under the command of the said Richard and

Roger, and to be there by the Sunday before the Feast of the

Nativity of St. John (igth June).
1 The battle of Halidown Hill

was fought on the iQth July, and eight days afterwards the

King, by Letters Patent, dated from Berwick-on- Tweed, remits

to Roger de Okeovre, in consideration of his services in the

present war in Scotland, the recognizance of 100 marks made
to Hugh le Despencer, which was an escheat to the Crown

owing to the forfeiture of the Earl. 2

By another writ dated from Durham, 5th August, 1333, the

sheriff of co. Derby was ordered to respite a demand upon
Sir Roger for >\*j I2s. which had been exacted from him for

lands in Sneleston, formerly belonging to one Adam le Forester,

who had abjured the kingdom, which lands were held by the

said Roger and respecting which there was a plea in the King's
Court.3

A writ dated from York, 1st March, 1334, addressed to the

Barons of the Exchequer, states that Roger de Okovre was to

have respite for the above sum, the issues of 8 acres of land

in Snellestone, which had been demised to Adam le Forester by
Robert de Okoure, the grandfather of Roger, whose heir he was,

Roger having entered upon the land after Adam's death

without prosecuting a writ respecting the year and waste.4

This writ was issued apparently after a petition to the King
and Council on the part of Sir Roger. In this petition, which,

like the previous one, is in French, Sir Roger, calling himself the
"
King's Bachelor/' states that he had been charged with a sum

of 16 &s. od. as tenant of eight acres of land which had been

forfeited by the abjuration of one Adam le Forester, who had

held the same by a lease of Robert de Okovre, the grandfather
of the said Roger for the term of his life, and that Sir William

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 50.

2 Close Rolls, printed (Rolls Series).
3 Ibid.

4 Ibid. , the King was entitled to hold a felon's lands for a year and a clay, after

which they reverted to the lord, of whom they were immediately held, hut the latter

had to prove his title and obtain a writ for the delivery of them, and this formality

had been omitted by Roger.
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de Montgomeri had taken possession of the land without the

King's license by reason of the minority of John de Okovere, the

father of the said Roger, who was in ward to him. He, there-

fore, prayed for a writ of supersedeas addressed to the Sheriff

of co. Derby so that the heirs of William de Montgomeri should

pay their share of the debt to the crown. 1

The illegality, therefore, was a very old affair, dating from

about 1280, or more than fifty years before the date of the

petition, and had been committed not by Sir Roger, who was to

bear the brunt of it, but by the superior lord Sir William de

Montgomery, who had been dead for many years. These

petitions to King and Council were made when the ordinary

Courts could afford no redress, and are the origin of the juris-

diction of the Court of Chancery.
The war in Scotland continued for the next four years, and

by writ dated from Newcastle, 4th May, 1334, Richard de Curson

and Roger de Okeover were ordered to array in co. Derby a force

of 20 men-at-arms, 100 hobelars and 500 archers, and to conduct

them to York. 2

The English forces were detained all the following winter in

Scotland, and Sir Roger had letters of protection dated from

Rokesbrough, loth December, to last till the following Easter. 3

In the following year, viz., in 1335, by a writ dated from

Nottingham, 27th March, Roger de Eyncourt and Roger de

Okovre were ordered to array 10 hobelars and 400 archers in

co. Derby, who were to be conducted to the King at Newcastle-

upon-Tyne under the command of Sir Roger de Okeover. 4

This writ was superseded by another of the i8th April, as the

Earl of Lancaster was about to array 100 mounted archers

and 300 archers on foot in the same county.
5 The mounted

archer was now taking the place of the hobelar, and was

by far the more efficient arm. They consisted of the yeomen
freeholders and the sons of the landed gentry, who had been

accustomed to ride and to the use of the bow from their childhood.

It was to this force that the English owed their success in their

1 Ancient Petitions, Public Record Office, No. 12117.
2 Scotch Roll, 8 E. III.

3
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 52.

4 Scotch Roll, 9 E. III. 5 Ibid.
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wars with France during the middle ages.
1 Sir Roger's letters of

protection for this year are dated from Pykering, I5th June.
2

These letters show he was on his way to Scotland notwithstand-

ing the supersession of his commission of array.

By writ of i8th January, 1336, Roger de Okeover and

Richard Folejambe were ordered to array 100 archers in

co. Derby, who were to be commanded by Roger and conducted

by him to Berwick-upon-Tweed by the first Monday in

Lent. 3 Another writ dated from Knaresborough, loth February,

1336, directs Nicholas de Longeford and Roger de Okeover to

conduct 100 hobelars and 300 archers of co. Derby to the same

place.
4

A later writ commands Roger de Okovere to conduct 200

archers and 100 hobelars of those arrayed in co. Derby to

Berwick-on-Tweed by three weeks from Easter-day, the other

100 archers to be prepared to join them at a later date.

A writ of 4th May, 1336, orders them to be at Berwick-on-

Tweed on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

(24th June).

Another writ was issued by the King from the vill of St.

John (Perth, in Scotland), dated 24th July, to hasten those who
had not joined up to that date, and states that the archers were

to be commanded by Nicholas de Langeford (Longford) and

Roger de Okore.

In this year under date of I5th March, 10 E. III. (1336),

William Trussell, the King's Escheator citra Trent, was ordered

to make an Inquisition as to whether it would be to the King's

damage if Roger de Okeover and Christiana his wife assigned

14^. of rent in Hum to the Abbot and Convent of Burton-upon-

Trent, in part payment of 10 marks of land and rent which the

King had lately granted by his Letters Patent to the said Abbot
and his church. The return to the Inquisition states it would not

damnify the King, as 10 of rent would remain to the said

Roger and Christiana after the gift of 14^. of rent to the Abbey.
4

This gift of an annual rent of 14^. to the Abbey probably marks

1
Crecy and Calais by the present writer.

12

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 54.
8 Scotch Roll, 9 E, III. 4 Ibid.

4
Inquisitions

" ad quod dainnuin" Nos. 236, 237.
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the conclusion of the feud between Sir Roger and the monks.

The Close Roll of 10 E. III. contains a license for Roger de

Okovre and Christiana his wife to alienate 14^. of rent in Hum
to the monks of Burton.

The King's writ dated from Perth on the 24th of July, 1336,

is the latest notice we have of Sir Roger. He was certainly

dead before Easter 12 E. III. (April, 1338), for at that date

Margaret the widow of his father John was suing Christine the

widow of Sir Roger for her dower in Okeover. 1

Amongst the

Okeover deeds there is an original certificate of Sir Richard de

Herthull dated 1385 which states that Sir Roger died in Scotland

(in partibus Scotie} on the 8th May, 3 E. III. (1329), at

St. Loneston, and was buried at St. Keniel
; (Deed No. 78).

The circumstantial part of this certificate is probably correct,

but Sir Richard writing from recollection forty-four years after

the event has evidently made a mistake respecting the year ;

with this correction, however, it may be assumed that Sir Roger
died in Scotland in the spring of 1337. At the date of his death

he would be about forty-nine years of age.

He left a widow Christine, who was probably a daughter of

Sir William de Bermingham, and a son Thomas, who was a

minor at the date of his father's death. The pedigree at Okeover

also names a daughter Isabella who married William Sacheverell,

of Hopwell, co. Derby.
Sir Roger must have been a soldier of distinction and high

in the favour of the King, for his description of himself as the

"King's Bachelor" in his Petition of 1334 shows he had been

placed in the Household of Edward III. He was one of the

Knights of the Shire for co. Derby in the Parliament of 1331,

his colleague being Hugh, son of Hugh de Meynhill.

SIR THOMAS DE OKEOVER, 1357-1361.

As already mentioned in the account of Sir Roger de

Okeover, William de Sutton, of Warwick, and Margaret his wife,

at Easter term 12 E. III. (1338), were suing Christiana, formerly

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, p. 83.
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wife of Roger de Okeover, and others for a third ol the manor of

Okeover, which they claimed as dower of Margaret, and the suit

was adjourned to compel the attendance of the warrantors. It

came on again at Easter term 13 E. III. (1339), and is recorded

as follows. It will be seen that Margaret was the widow of John
de Okeover, the father of Sir Roger.

Staff. William de Sutton, of Warrewyk, and Margaret his

wife, sued Christiana, formerly wife of Roger de Ocovere for a

third part of the manor of Ocovere, in Ocovere (szc) t Matherfeld,

Casterne, and Hum, excepting five messuages, a carucate, and

one hundred acres of land, and four acres of meadow in the same

manor. And they sued Richard de Methford, Parson of the

church of Blore, for the third of a messuage, twenty acres of land,

and an acre of meadow in the same vill of Ocovere, and they
sued Alice le Budeles for the third of a messuage, and twenty
acres of land, and half an acre of meadow in the same vill

;
and

they sued John de Snelleston for the third of a messuage, and

forty acres of land, and an acre of meadow in the same vill
;
and

they sued William, son of Alice le Budeles, for the third of a

messuage, twenty acres of land, and half an acre of meadow in

the same vill, as the dower of the said Margaret, of the dotation

of John, formerly her husband.

Christiana and the other defendants appeared by attorney
and called to warranty, William, parson of the church of

Enefeld, who now appeared and warranted the dower claimed

from them, and stated that the said manor was formerly in seisin

of Roger de Ocovere, knight, who had granted and conceded it

to him and to his heirs for ever by a deed, with a clause of

warranty, and he called to warranty Thomas, son and heir of the

said Roger, who was under age and whose person was in the

custody of Christiana, formerly wife of the said Roger de

Okovere, and a part of his lands were in the custody of Walter

de Mungomery, chivaler, and another part in the custody of

Edward de Chaundos, chivaler, and another part in the custody
of Thomas de Rolleston and Reina his wife. The said custodes

were therefore to be summoned for the Quindene of Trinity and

the custos of the person of the heir was to produce him at the same

date to warrant the tenements. 1

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 91 and 92.
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At the same sittings of the Court the tenants of Snelstone,

who had been sued by Christiana for dower, likewise called upon
the warrantors of their lands to warrant to them their various

tenancies. In this suit Christiana occurs in the double capacity
of plaintiff and warrantor. The Record states that :

Derb. Henry de Hambury, chivaler, and Isabella, his wife,

Simon of the Halle and Agnes, his wife, and Henry, son of the

said Simon, John Wildegos and Isolda, his wife, John Tury, and

Joan, his wife, William le Walous, and Alice, his wife, and Roger
Broun of Snelleston, and Sibil his wife appeared by attorney

against Christiana, formerly wife of Roger de Okoure, custos of

the person and of part of the lands of Thomas, son and heir of

the said Roger de Okovere, Edward de Chaundoys, Thomas de

Rolleston, and Reyna his wife, custodes of another part of the

said lands, Walter de Moungomery, custos of another part of the

same lands, and John, son of Roger de Bradeburn, custos of

another part of the same lands, in a plea that they should be

present in Court with the said heir, to warrant to the said Henry
de Hambury, and Isabella, and the other plaintiffs a third part

of their several tenancies in Snelleston, which Christiana,

formerly wife of Roger de Okoure, knight, claimed as dower

against them. None of the defendants appeared, and the

Sheriff was ordered to take into the King's hand, land belonging
to the heir, to the value of the dower claimed, and to summon
them for the Quindene of Trinity, on which day the custos of the

heir is to produce him in Court. 1

It appears by these suits that Christiana had been jointly

enfeoffed at Okeover with her husband Roger, by William, the

Parson of Enefeld (Enville near Birmingham), who must have

been a feoffee put in by Roger for that purpose. Walter de

Montgomery was custos of part of the lands as mesne lord of

Snelstone. Sir Edward de Chandos, and Reina, who was the

heir of Robert de Stafford, the other coparcener, represented the

heirs of Robert fitzWalkeline, and John de Bradeburne, must

have been the mesne lord of other lands, in co. Derby, which had

been formerly held by Sir Roger.
Thomas de Okeover was of age in 1357, for at Michaelmas

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 91 and 92.
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term 31 E. III., he was suing William de Hulle, of Saperton, for

causing waste and destruction in houses, woods, and gardens in

Snellestone, which William held in custody, of the inheritance of

the said Thomas. 1 At this date Thomas was not a knight and

had probably lately come of age.

In 1359 by a deed at Okeover, he granted a lease of the mill

of Attelowe to William le Walyshe
2

;
and on the Saturday after

the Feast of St. Barnabas 35 E. III. (June, I36i),styling himself

Thomas de Okovere, kt, he vested in three ecclesiastics all his

goods, movable and immovable, in the counties of Derby and

Stafford. 3

This was a common practice in former days when an action

was pending against an owner of property, as it protected his

goods and chattels from distraint. This is all the information

which I have been able to collect respecting this member of

the family, and nothing is known of his wife, nor of any children

except his son and heir Philip, who first occurs on the Vascon
Roll of 44 E. III. (1370), when he was serving in Aquitaine
with Edward the Black Prince. 4 At this date Philip was not a

knight and his father may have been alive, but the latter was

certainly dead before June, 1372, when Philip levied a fine

respecting the manors of Okeover, Snelston, and Atlow.5

SIR PHILIP DE OKEOVER, 1373-1399.

As shown above, this Philip was serving in Gascony in 1370,

in the retinue of John de Gaunt, the son of Edward III. John
was Duke of Lancaster in right of his wife, and was therefore

the feudal overlord of Philip.

The principal event of the war was the siege and capture of

Limoges by the Black Prince.

On the ist July, 1372, Philip de Okovere, and Alice his wife,

levied a fine respecting the manors of Okeover, Snelstone, and

Atlow, and lands in Mapulton, by which they were settled on

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XII, p. 154.

2 Deed at Okeover.
8 Deed No. 76, Appendix.
*
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 112.

'

Ibid., Vol. XI, p. 191.
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Philip and Alice and their issue, and failing such on the right

heirs of Philip.
1 The object of this fine would be to give a life

interest in the estate to Alice in the event of her surviving him.

The fine was levied shortly before the sailing of the expedition
to Gascony under Edward III.

In the campaign of 1380 in the north of France, Sir Philip,

who was now a knight, was serving in the retinue of the famous

Sir Hugh de Calverley.
2 The army was assembled at Calais and

marched from there to Brittany. Sir Philip on this occasion

took out letters of protection for a year.
2

In the following year Sir Philip occurs in the retinue of

William de Windsor, a banneret of some distinction, who had

married Alice Perrers, the late King's mistress.
3 When the army

was mustered, however, at Clary sur Somme, in the presence of

Thomas, Earl of Buckingham, the King's son, who was to

command the expedition, Sir Philip had transferred himself to

the retinue of his old chief, Sir Hugh de Calverley.
4

On the 1 8th of March, 2 Ric. II. 1379, a special commission

was issued directing Alured de Sulney, Philip de Okore, Thomas

Myners, and the Sheriff of co. Stafford to enquire, on the oath of

a jury, what malefactors had killed William Horsho of Burton

and another man named, and by whose procurement the felony

had been committed, etc. The jury returned that they had been

killed by William Mauveisin and Nicholas de Aston and by the

order of Thomas de Ardene, kt. The proceedings will be found

at pp. 149 and 152 of Vol. XIV of the Staffordshire Collections.

Sir Thomas Ardene was lord of Elford, co. Stafford, but his

principal estates were in Cheshire.

In 7 Ric. II. (1383) Sir Philip attempted to recover the

manor of Callow from the representatives of William de la

Launde, to whom the manor had been granted by Sir Hugh de

Okeover in marriage with Lucy, his daughter, in the reign of

Henry III., claiming as male heir of the grantor.

The defendant of the action, Goditha, the widow of Ralph de

Stathum, pleaded a fine of 3 E. III. (1329), which barred the

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, p. 191.

2
Ibid., Vol. XIV, p. 227.

9
Ibid., p. 230.

4
Ibid., p. 231.
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action, as no claim had been reserved by Sir Roger de Okeover,
who was the representative at that date of Sir Hugh de Okeover,

the original grantor ;
and she stated that Sir Roger, at the date of

the fine, was of full age, out of prison, and within the four seas.

Philip denied that at the date in question his ancestor was within

the four seas, and stated that he was in Scotland, and had died

whilst in that country.

Goditha replied that at the date of the fine Roger was within

the four seas, because he was at Mynsterton in co. Leicester,

which she was prepared to prove.

Both parties appealed to a jury, but the action was

subsequently compromised, for at the sittings in Banco of

Michaelmas 9 Ric. 1 1. (1386), Philip appeared in Court and asked

that a deed might be enrolled, by which he released to Goditha,

formerly wife of Ralph de Stathum, and to her heirs, all his

right and claim to the manor of Caldelowe and Wynstermylle.
Dated from Mogynton on the Sunday after the Feast of St. Luke
the Evangelist 9 Ric. II., and witnessed by Henry de Braylles-

ford, kt, Walter Blount, kt, Thomas Marchynton, kt, Oliver de

Barton, John Curson and Nicholas Kniveton. 1

In this suit,which will be found in Vol. XII I of the Staffordshire

Collections, Sir Philip de Okoever gives his descent through five

generations, from his ancestor Sir Hugh, and it was evidently in

connection with this suit that Sir Richard de Herthull (Hartshill,

co. Warwick) gave the certificate mentioned at p. 40, declaring
that Sir Roger de Okeover had died in Scotland on the 8th of

May, 3 E. III.2 Adam de Herthull, the father of Sir Richard,
who died in 1 1 E. III. (1337), left a widow Christiana, and as the

Okeovers held land in Hartshill until recent times, we may
assume that Sir Richard was a near relative of Sir Roger through
a previous intermarriage between the two families.

In the Parliament of 5 Ric. II. (1382), Sir Philip served as

one of the members for Derbyshire. His colleague on this

occasion was Sir Thomas de Marchington.
In the year 1385 the young King Richard II., then in his

eighteenth year, led a large army into Scotland and penetrated

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIII, pp. 188 and 195.

2 Okeover deeds in the Appendix No. 78. It is dated 1385, whilst the suit

was pending.
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as far as Aberdeen. The Commissioners for Array for co. Derby
on this occasion were Sir Philip de Okeover, Sir Thomas de

Marchynton, and Thomas de Wedeneslay.
1

Meanwhile, John of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster, who was

Sir Philip's feudal lord, had formed an alliance with the King of

Portugal with a view of obtaining the Crown of Castille, which

he claimed in right of his first wife, the daughter of Pedro the

Cruel.

The faction of the Hollands, the King's half brothers, were

glad to get rid of him, and a moiety of the supply voted by
Parliament for the war with France was very unwisely appro-

priated for this expedition. The Duke sailed from Bristol with

a force of 1,200 lances,
"
touts gens de elite" according to Froissart,

2,000 archers, who would probably be mounted men, and 1,000

gros varlets, who would be infantry. Amongst the knights was

Sir Philip Okore, who had letters of protection for a year, dated

1 3th March, 1386.
2 Sir Philip likewise took out letters of

attorney in the names of Sir Nicholas de Longford and Oliver

de Barton.2

The Duke was joined by King John of Portugal, and marched

into Spain, where he took several places, but in the following

year his army wasted away by sickness, and he was eventually

compelled to retire into Gascony. According to Froissart,

twelve bannerets, eighty knights, and more than 200 esquires

died of fever and dysentery in Spain in 1387. This would be a

very large proportion of the 1,200 lances which the Duke took

out with him, being at the rate of over 20 per cent.

Sir Philip, however, reached England in safety, and in 1389
was appointed by Letters Patent a Commissioner, with Sir John

Ipstones, kt, John de Wolaston, and John de Aston, to make

enquiry into the goods in cos. Salop and Stafford of Robert de

Veer, late Duke of Ireland, which had been forfeited to the

King.
3

In the following year (1390) a special Commission of Oyer
and Terminer was issued to Robert Charlton, John Hill, Hugh
Cheyne, kt., and William Huggeford, kt, on the complaint of

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIV, p. 242.

2
Ibid., p. 244.

3 Patent Rolls, printed (Rolls Series).
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Joan, late wife of Richard de Peshale, kt, that John Ipstones,

John Cokeyne, Philip de Okore, and Thomas Beek, kts., John

Boweman, John de Weston, William his son, and five others

named, with a great multitude of armed men, had broken into

her close at Chetwynd, co. Salop, and had scaled with ladders

the walls of her manor house, carried away goods to the value

of 100, and abducted her daughter Matilda, late wife of

Humphrey de Peshale, who was in her custody, and had

assaulted her servants and carried away one of them named
Alice Costeyne.

1

This is one of the many abductions of heiresses and well-

endowed widows which are a feature of mediaeval life
;
the hundred

pounds' worth of goods taken would be simply the paraphernalia
of the widow, and Alice Costeyne was, without doubt, the "

lady's

maid." Many of these abductions were carried out with the

consent of the widow, the object being to save the widow!s

jointure, if she married without the consent of her superior lord.

A new Commission of the Peace for Derbyshire was issued

on the 28th of June, 1390. The Justices appointed were Robert

Fraunces (of Foremark), Philip Oker (sic), John de la Pole (of

Hartyndon), John Cokayne the elder (of Ashbourne), William

Sallowe, and three others who were professional Justices.
2

It

may be safely assumed that all the Derbyshire knights and

squires appointed on this occasion were adherents of the

Lancastrian faction, which, under Henry, Duke of Lancaster,

was now becoming predominant in England.
In the Parliament of 15 Ric. II. (1391) Sir Philip was

returned again as member of the county of Derby. The other

member was Thomas Foljambe.
This is the latest notice of Sir Philip on the Rolls, and he

was probably dead in September, 1399, when his son, Thomas
de Okore, was suing Walter Daukyn for pulling down his fences

at Ham and depasturing cattle by force upon his grass.
3

There is distinct proof of his death before October, 1400, for

a fine to which Sir Philip was a party is stated to have been

recorded at that date after his death.4 There is also evidence

1 Patent Rolls, printed (Rolls Series). For an account of this abduction see

Vol. XV, p. 122 of Staffordshire Collections. 2 Patent Rolls, printed.
3
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XV, p. 92.

4
Ibid., De Banco Roll, Mich., i H. IV., Vol. XI, p. 209.
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that he was alive in January, 1397, for at that date he conveyed

property in Snelleston to the Prior of Calewich, Thomas de

Marchinton, and Thomas de Shene. 1

According to the pedigree of Grey de Ruthyn, printed in

Nichols s History of Leicestershire, Sir Philip married Elizabeth,

the daughter of Roger, Lord Grey de Ruthyn,
2 but she must

have been a second wife, for, as already shown, his wife in 1372
was named Alice. The deeds at Okeover show that he left two

sons, Thomas and John.
3

According to the same author, Sir Philip was Vice-Admiral

of England temp. Ric. II., but Nichols gives no authority for this

statement. There is, however, no improbability on the face of

it, for Sir Philip was evidently a knight of distinction, who was

employed on many military affairs of importance.

THOMAS DE OKEOVER, 1399-1460.

It has been shown from a suit in Banco of Mich. I H. IV. that

this Thomas was in possession of his estates in 1 399, but I find

nothing further respecting him on the Rolls before 7 H. V. (1419),

when Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, who was custos of the

Kingdom during the King's absence in France, issued precepts to

the Sheriffs and Justices of the Peace in every county to elect a

certain number of knights and esquires, of such as were most

able and efficient, to serve the King for the defence of the

realm, all of whom were to attend the King's Council at

Westminster on the Tuesday in the first week of Lent. The
return for the county of Stafford was made by Humphrey
Halghton the Sheriff, Sir Richard Vernon, Sir John Bagot,
Richard Lane and William Lee, Justices of the Peace, who
returned 20 names of Staffordshire landowners, amongst whom
was Thomas Okeover. 4 The form,

"
to serve the King for the

defence of the realm" was used in all writs of military summons,
and involved service abroad or wherever the King might be.

1 Deed No. 79, Appendix.
2 Nichols's Leicestershire

,
Vol. IV, part I, p. 245. In the Fine of 1400 above

mentioned, Sir Philip was one of the feoffees of Reginald, Lord Grey de Ruthyn, and

this tends to confirm the statement of Nichols.
3 Deed No. 80, Appendix.
4
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, New Series, p. 198, where the names are

given in full.
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The King at this date was engaged in the reduction of

Normandy. Rouen had capitulated in 1419, and the campaign
of 1420 included the reduction of Sens, Montereau and Melun.

At Hillary term, 5 H. VI. (1427), the Prior of Tuttebury was

suing Thomas Okere, of Okore, gentilman, for a debt of &2O.1

As this Thomas is not styled armiger, I conclude he must be

the eldest son and heir of Thomas, who died during the life-time

of his father.

In 12 H. VI., viz., in 1433, Thomas Okore the elder, and

Thomas Okore the younger, were both returned amongst the

gentry of Staffordshire who were sworn to keep the peace when
the pretensions of the House of York we're first brought forward.2

Shortly before this date, Thomas Okeover the elder had handed

over to his son Thomas the manors of Okeover, Atlow and

Snelstone, to be held for the lives of the said Thomas Okovef
the elder, and Thomas Okover the younger, for which the latter

was to render 36 4$. 4^. annually, the said Thomas Okover the

younger to maintain all the houses and buildings of the above

manors at his own expense.
3

A clue to the cause of this arrangement is given by a suit in

Banco, of Hillary term, 10 H. VI. (1432). It states that
" Derb. Thomas Okover, armiger, and Thomasia, his wife,

sued Henry Macworth and Agnes, his wife, for a third of

28 messuages, 8 cottages, 5 tofts, 55 bovates and 130 acres

of land, 450 acres of meadow, 940 acres of pasture, 180 acres of

wood, and 66s. and 8</. of rent in Stanton, near Dale, Sandyaker,

Risley, Braydeston, Willesthorp, Longayton, Derby, Chadesdene,

Spoundon, Lokhagh, Kirkhalom, Little Halom, Ilkeston,

Longley, near Henore, and Perwich, which they claimed as the

dower of Thomasia, of the dotation of George de Sallowe, her

former husband. The defendants did not appear, and had

previously made default, and the dower claimed had been taken

into the King's hand. Thomas and Thomasia were therefore

to recover seisin of it."

It would appear by this that Thomas, the father, had married

a rich widow, and had taken up his abode on his new wife's

property. This was seemingly in Nottinghamshire, for a plea

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XVII, p. 114.

2
Fuller's Worthies. 3 Okeover Deeds.
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of Hillary term, 25 H. VI. (1447), in which he was sued for a

debt, styles him Thomas Okore, late of Nottingham, Squyr.
1

It was probably in connection with this arrangement that

the rental of Okeover was compiled which is amongst the

Okeover deeds, for the character of the handwriting is of this

date. It makes the rental of the Staffordshire property to be

about 15 annually, but this does not include the rents of Atlowe

and Snelstone, nor the value of the services of the customary
tenants. This rental will be found in the appendix.

Thomas the younger, the eldest son of Thomas de Okeover,

must have died between the years 1434 and 1439. In the former

year he had been put into possession of Okeover,
2 and in the

latter year, Philip, his son, is stated in the deed given below to

be the kinsman, and heir of Thomas de Okeover.3 This deed

is an -indenture between Thomas Okeover and Ralph Basset

of Blore, upon the marriage of Philip with Thomasine, the

daughter of Ralph. As it is an early specimen of English
vernacular and orthography, I give it in full.

" This indenture berus wytnes of the condoids (sic) be twene

Thomas Okovere on the ton party, and Raufe Basset on the toder

party, that is to wytte that be condoids and suert of the sayde

Thomas, Phelype Okover, cosyn and here to forsayde Thomas

Okover, shall wedde Thomassyne, the doghter of the sayde

Raufe, and the sayde Thomas shall deliver wyth the sayde

Phelype to hys fyndyng and his wyfes, a parcell of land that is

called the Coldewalle fyldys, also all the rent and medow that

the sayde Thomas hase in Blore Wodhowse, and also a pasture in

Snellestone called Cockshuthull, and also the said Thomas shall

infeffe certen persons by the acent of the forsayde Raufe and

Thomas, in all thees parcells before sayde to the intent they
shall make astate to the sayde Phelype and to hys wyfe, and to

ther heres betwenne them (here some words are omitted] byn

requirud by the forsayde Raufe and if so be yt ye sayde

Thomassyne, doghter of the forsayde Raufe, dye before that the

forsayde Phelype comyn naturelly with hyr, that then the sayde

Phelype shall wedde another doghter of the sayde Raufe, and so

continue tylle the manage be lawfully execute if Gode wyll that

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, New Series, p. 172.

z Okeover Deeds. s Ibid.
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hyt so may be, and also the sayde Thomas Okover shall make
astate of all hys odur londes that he has in Staffordshire and in

Derbishyre, owte taken the maner of Snellestone, and the manors

(some ivords omitted here), to certen men to the intent that the

sayde feffes shall make astate to the sayd Thomas for terme of

hys lyf with remendour to Phelype and to hys wyf and to the

hers of hys body lawfully begoten, and also that the sayde

Phelype shall be at the ruwle and govendour of the forsayde

Raufe, and to witness of these covenants, etc. Dated at Okeover

20th September, 18 H. VI. (I439)."
1

The marriage of an eldest son in these days was simply a

commercial transaction, a sum of money passing to the bride-

groom's father or guardian, which had to be returned if the

marriage did not take place. On the same day that the above

indenture was executed, Thomas Okeover was bound over to

Ralph Basset of Blore in a sum of ioo,
2 for the due execution

of the covenants of the settlement.

In pursuance of the terms of the indenture, Thomas conveyed
at the same date to Henry the Abbot of Rocester and three

others, his pasture called Coldewalle and Brentewode in the

demesne of Okover, and all his rents in Blore Wodhowse and a

pasture called Cokshuthull in Snelleston. This deed was

witnessed by Sampson Meverell, kt, John Curson and John
Pole.3

The last clause of the above Indenture shows that Philip was

a minor at this date and according to the usual custom in those

days was brought up in the household of his wife's family. It

will be seen that later on he is described as Philip Okover late of

Blore.

Thomas Okeover lived for more than 20 years after this date,

but on Philip attaining his majority, he must have been put in

possession of Okeover, for at Easter 26 H. VI. (1448), Philip was

suing John Cokeyne of Ashbourne and others in the Court of

King's Bench (Coram Rege] for trespasses upon him at Okeover.

John Cokeyne retaliated by a raid upon Philip's deer-park at

Okeover in which nearly all the deer were killed and considerable

damage done to the house. In the fifteenth century it would

have been difficult to obtain compensation for such an injury in

"

a Okeover Deeds.
' a Ibid. 3 Ibid.
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the ordinary courts when no life was lost, and Philip, who had

been in attendance upon Parliament, as an esquire in the house-

hold of Edward Grey, the Baron of Chartley, petitioned the

Parliament then sitting for redress. His petition will be found

in the printed Rolls of Parliament, and as it was returned into the

Court of King's Bench to be heard and determined, the process
will be found in the Staffordshire Collections amongst the Pleas

of Mich. 29 H. VI. The record states that " The petition of

Philip Oker armiger made to Parliament in 28 H. VI., was

returned into Court to be heard and terminated, the sheriffs of

counties -Stafford and Derby having been previously commanded

by writs dated 2 July, 28 H. VI., to cause public proclamation
to be made in their counties that all the defendants named in

the petition should appear in Court at this term to answer for

the riots and transgressions of which Philip had complained.
The petition was in these words
" To the Kyng our most dowted soveraine lord sheweth unto

your Highnes your humble besecher Philip Oker squier, that

whereas your seid besecher and his auncestres of tyme that no

mynde is, have peasible byn possessed and seised in and of the

maner of Oker, with a parke adjoynyng therto in the county of

Stafford there, one John Cokeyne, Squier, hath riottesley diverse

tymes as wel be nyghtes as by dayes with grete nombre of riores

people, the seid parke of your seid besecher huntyd and distroyed,
and on the Wednesday next after the Fest of All Halowene

laste paste William Cokyn of Asshebourne, in the county of

Derby, Squier, brother to the seid John, and by his comaunde-

ment assembled to hym divers misdoers and riottes persones to

the nombre of a C. persones, some of whose names were contained

in a cedelle (schedule) to this bylle annexed arraied with jackes,

salettes, sperys, bowes and arrowes with other wepens of defence

in weye of warre and riottsnes come to the seid maner and

there and than brake up the dores, baywyndowes, and other

wyndowes of the seid maner with fourmes, trestells, and tabulles

dormant, and brende (burnt) them there, and by the seid fyre

rostyd parcele of the seid dere takyn in the seide parke, and

there hyntyd and destroyed the seid parke and brake downe the

palys thereof, your seid besecher thanne beyng at the Parlement

at London in the service of Edward Grey lord Ferrers of Groby,



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. 53

and after that wone Thurstan Vernon of his grete malice and

maliciouse purpose, and William Cokyn, by the comaundement
of the seid John Cokyn, with the foreseid mysdoers and riottes

persons arrayed in the maner as is before rehersed, of whom

dyvers namys been conteyned in the seid cedulle to this bille

annexed, on the daye of the conception of our lady laste paste,

(8th December, 1449), come to the seid parke and there and

than huntyd alle the daye and droven the moste parte of the

pale of the seid parke and there then kylled all the dere

there ynne to the nombre of 120 and lafte in the seid parke
but 5 dere alyve, and so it is utelye destroyed to the grete hurte

and utter shame and undoyng of your seid besecher without

your Highness provide a remedye in this partie, etc."

The names on the schedule annexed to the bill were over 70
in number and consisted principally of inhabitants of Ashbourne,

Throwley, and adjoining places.

Philip appeared in person to prosecute his suit against the

defendants, but none of the latter appeared in Court, and Philip

then asked that damages might be adjudicated to him for the

trespass and injury he had sustained, and the Sheriff of co.

Stafford was ordered to return the amount of the damage on the

oath of a jury of the village of Oker, at the following Hillary
term. At that term Philip appeared again in person and a

verdict was delivered that he had sustained damage to the

amount of 395 marks and that his costs amounted to 5 marks.

It was therefore considered that Philip should recover 400 marks

from the defendants and the sheriff was ordered to arrest

them. 1
-

"

In the same year, Ralph Basset of Blore, the father-in-law of

Philip, petitioned Parliament that John Cokayne of Asshebourne,

Thurstan Vernon of Haddon, and William Cokayne, with other

malicious persons to the number of 30, whose names were on a

schedule annexed and with a great multitude of riotous people
whose names were unknown, had come armed to Blore on the

Thursday before the Feast of Allhalowene 28 H. VI., with the

intent to have murdered or maimed him and his tenants and

servants, and to have burnt his house, and had laid siege to the

place, and had burnt a stack of hay and a stack of peas, and had

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol.. Ill, New Series, p. 196.
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not John Curson, Richard Bagot, and Henry Bradburne, hearing

of the riot, come with others, and his brother Richard Basset

and divers of his tenants were at that time within the place,

would have burnt it down, etc.
1 Many of the names on the

schedule annexed to the petition are the same as those on Philip

Okeover's schedule, and it is plain that the attack on Blore

formed a part of the same transaction. This appears to have been

a family feud, for two years later, when the quarrel had been

made up, John Cokayn released to Philip Okeover, all the right

and title which he claimed within the demesne of Okeover, and

all actions real or personal against him. It seems probable

that John Cokayn was stepfather to Philip, and had some claim

upon Okeover in right of a deceased wife, the mother of Philip.

The latest appearance of Thomas in the Okeover deeds, is a

power of attorney granted by him in 36 H. VI., to deliver seisin

of the manors of Okovere, Attelowe, and Snellston, to John

Gresley, kt, Walter Blount, Thomas Curson, John Curson,

Henry de la Pole, and Nicholas Kniveton, armigers. This was

granted probably for the purpose of making a new settlement of

the estates, but the deeds which passed on this occasion have

been lost.

He died on the 4th January, 1460, having been in possession
of his estates for the unprecedented period of 60 years. The

Derbyshire Inquisition taken on his death has been preserved,

and is dated 26th April, 38 H. VI. (1460). It slates that Thomas

Oker, armiger, held no lands /;/ capite of the King in co. Derby on

the day he died, but that he was formerly seised of the manors of

Snelston and Atlowe, and a hundred acres of land, and 40 acres

of pasture in Mapulton, and by his deed dated from Ashburne on

the Thursday before the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary,
6 H. V. (1419) he had conveyed them to John Poole of Hertyng-
ton and John Oker and their heirs and assigns, and that these

manors were held of William Grendon by the service of a rose,

and they were worth 10 annually. The said Thomas had died

on the 4th of January last, and Philip Okore, armiger, was his

kinsman and nearest heir, viz., son of Thomas Okore, son of the

said Thomas and he was 30 years of age and upwards.
2

1
Staffordshire Collections^ Vol. Ill, New Series, p. 192.

3
Inqn. p.m. 38 H. VI.
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The feofifment mentioned in this Inquisition is no longer

amongst the Okeover deeds. It was probably made on the

occasion of the marriage of Thomas, the eldest son of Thomas,
and the presence of the Poles of Hartingdon in all the family
settlements of this date points to a marriage between the two

families.

The remarkable part of the Inquisition, however, is the tenure

named of Atlowe and SneJston. These two manors had been

held up to this reign as military fiefs of the House of

Lancaster.

The feudal aid of 10 H. VI. (1431) under Derbyshire, states

that Thomas Okover of Okover, co. Stafford, held lands and

tenements in Snelston, by the service of half a knight's fee
;
and

that the same Thomas held certain lands and tenements in

Atlowe by the service of a fourth part of a knight's fee.

Between this date and the year 1460, Thomas had been able,

by means probably of a heavy fine, to convert the tenure by

knight's service into a socage tenure, subject to a nominal rent of

a rose. The mesne tenant named, William Grendon, must have

been interposed in the process of conversion.

Thomas Okeover married, according to the Curson Pedigree,

at Keddlestone, Margaret, daughter of Sir John Curson. Besides

his eldest son Thomas, who pre-deceased him, he had a

son John to whom his father gave all his lands and tenements

in Mapelton, Asshburne and Snellstone in co. Derby,
which had been formerly held by John the brother of

Thomas, for the term of his life. This grant, which was also

limited to the life of the younger John, was made in 17 H. VI.

(I439).
1 Four years afterwards by another deed, Thomas granted

to the same John an annual rent of los. which he received from

Henry Bradburne in Atlowe. 2 This was likewise limited to the

life ofJohn. In former days the younger sons of knightly houses

had obtained feoffments in fee simple, but this had long ceased

to be the custom, for it had been found to waste too much the

patrimonial inheritance. The result was that except in the rare

case of marriage with an heiress, none of the old knightly houses of

1 Okeover Muniments, No. 83, Appendix.
* Ibid.
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England left any younger branches to represent them if the main

line ended in a female, and the greater part of them are now
extinct.

Thomas Okeover was member of Parliament for the co. of

Derby in 9 H. IV. (1407) and again in 9 H. V. (1421). His

colleague on the first occasion was Sir John de Strelley, and

on the second occasion Nicholas Gosylle.
1

It is curious that

although styled knights of the shire, neither Thomas nor Nicholas

Gosylle afterwards occur as knights. The reason of this I believe

to be, that a dignity which could be obtained by simply asking
for it, was held in no esteem, and the fees exacted by officials

in the King's Household and College of Arms on these occasions

were very large and extortionate.

PHILIP OKEOVER, 1460-1482.

We left this Philip in the midst of his quarrel with the

Cokaynes of Ashbourne. He appears to have retaliated by a raid

on his enemies in which a man was killed, for the record of

Coram Rege of Mich. 31 H. VI. (1452) has the following :

"
Derb. It had been presented before John Rolstone, one of

the Coroners of the County, on the vigil of Thomas, 28 H. VI.,

at Assheburne on a view of the body of Thomas Mayne that

David Trigge, late of Blore, co. Stafford, labourer, together with

Philip Okove late of Blore, armiger, Richard Basset, late of Blore,

gentilman, Thomas Hochynes, late of Blore, yoman, Ralph Philyp,
late of Mapulton, co. Derby, yoman, William Webster of Horn,

John Torald of Horn, Oliver Dethyk, late of Blore, yoman, John
Suthworth, Vicar of Blore, Thomas Pyott of Chedulle Grange,

yoman, John Shelton of Blore, yoman, William Aleyn, late of

Blore, servant, Henry Forde, late of Blore, yoman, Henry Lorde

of Caldon, yoman, and 40 others named, on the Saturday the

Feast of St. Nicholas 28 H. VI. (1450) armed and arrayed in

manner of war, had assaulted the said Thomas Mane at Mapulton,
co. Derby, and the said David had shot him with an arrrow on

the left thigh, causing a mortal wound ofwhich he had died on the

Tuesday before Christmas following, and that the others had been

1 Members of Parliament (printed). In the writ of expenses, John de Strelley is

styled Robert de Strelley.
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present aiding and abetting the felony, etc. David Trigg now
surrendered and produced the King's pardon, dated 23rd June,

30 H. VI. (1452) for the said felony, and having found sureties to

keep the peace, he was discharged, and it was ordered that the

process against the other defendants should cease." 1

At the same sittings of the Court, the Sheriff of co. Stafford

was ordered to proclaim in the County Court William Cokayne
of Ashbourne, co. Derby, and seven others named, and if they
did not appear, to outlaw them, and if they appeared to produce
them in Court to make their Fine and redemption on account of

their trespass and contempt of Court against Philip Oker and

the King.
2

The process went on in this way for many years, the

defendants keeping out of the way. On the Coram Rege Roll of

Easter term 37 H. VI. (1459), the names ofthe latter are detailed

in full. It states that the Sheriff of co. Stafford had been

ordered to put into exigend John Cokyne, armiger, William

Cokyne of Asshebourne, co. Derby, armiger, Thomas Gilbert of

Tiddeswalle, co. Derby, yoman, Richard Curteys late of Falde,

co. Stafford, yoman, John Bradshawe, late of Burton-upon-

Trent, yoman, Thurstan Vernon, gentilman, and upwards of

60 others whose names are given, and if they did not appear, to

outlaw them, and if they appeared, to arrest and produce them

at this term, to make their redemption for a trespass committed

vi et annis against Philip Oker, armiger, of which they had been

convicted Coram Rege, under authority of an Act of Parliament

passed at Leicester. None of the defendants appeared, and the

Sheriff was ordered as before, and if they appeared to arrest and

produce them on the Octaves of St. Martin.3 The quarrel appears
to have been made up before 2/th April, 1462, for on that date

John Cokayn, armiger, released to Philip Okovere, armiger, all

his right and title within the demesne of Okovere, and all actions

real and personal against him.4

Philip de Okovere served the office of Sheriff of co. Notts in

1464-65. In this capacity he obtained a pardon on the 28th July,

1465, for the escape of Richard Marshall of Normanton, gentilman,

' x
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. Ill, New Series, p. 209.

2 Ibid.

3
Ibid., Vol. IV, p. in.

4 Okeover Muniments.
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who had been delivered to him for safe custody, and who had

escaped from the gaol in the castle of Nottingham.
1

In March, 1470, at the date of the rebellion of Warwick the

King maker and the Duke of Clarence, urgent Commissions of

Array were issued to raise troops in the midland counties. The
Commissioners for co. Stafford were William Lord Hastings,
Walter Blount, Lord Mountjoye, Sir John Stanley, Sir John

Greseley, Humphrey Peshale, William Basset, Philip Oker and

George Stanley.
2

It would appear by this that no doubt was

entertained of his allegiance to the Yorkists at this date, not-

withstanding his tenure under the Duke of Lancaster.

According to the MS. pedigree at Okeover, Philip died in

1482.- No authority is given for this date, but I see no reason to

doubt it. The Okeover deeds show he was alive in 1474, and

dead before 1489. As already stated, he married Thomasine,

daughter of Ralph Basset of Blore. Besides his son Ralph
who succeeded him, he left a daughter Elizabeth married to

Ralph Burton of Mayfield and Fauld, co. Stafford.3

RALPH OKEOVER, 1482-1494.

In 1474, during his father's lifetime, Ralph obtained a Crown
lease for 20 years of Bradlowe from the King (Edward IV.),

acting as Duke of Lancaster. The deed is dated from

Nottingham Castle, 2nd April, 14 E. IV. (1474), and Ralph was

to pay g i$s. <\d* annually.
4 In this lease Ralph is styled

Ralph Okor, gentilman, and I conclude therefore his father was

still alive, as otherwise he would have been styled
"
armiger."

He next appears in a suit of Trinity term 3 Ric. III. (1484),

in which he was suing Richard Tyddeswalle, late of Denstone,

husbandman, for breaking into his close at Okore, cutting dov/n

his trees and underwood, and depasturing cattle on his grass.

Richard did not appear, and the Sheriff was ordered to arrest

and produce him at the following Michaelmas term.5

1 Patent Rolls printed, Rolls Series. * Ibid.

3 Nichols Leicestershire, Vol. IV, p. 2, Pedigree of Burton of Higham and

Lindley. They were married in 1478. Ralph Burton died in 1511, aged 68, and

Elizabeth died in 1532, aged 80.

4 Okeover Muniments.
5

Staffordshire Collections t Vol. VI, p. 161.
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This Richard, I conclude, was identical with the Richard

Tyddeswelle who had been outlawed for the raid upon Philip
Okeover's park in 1448. Amongst the Michaelmas proceedings
Coram Rege of 14 E. IV. (1474), there occurs a writ of error to

annul the outlawries of Richard Tyddeswelle of Matherfeld,

yoman, and two others who had been outlawed for a trespass

committed vi et armis in the park of Philip Oker, armiger. The
outlawries were annulled on technical grounds ;

in one case the

Sheriff in his return had not named the place where the County
Courts had been held, at which the defendants had been

summoned, and in the other cases the interval between the Courts

had been a month, in place of three weeks. 1

According to the MS. Okeover pedigree now at Okeover,

Ralph married Agnes, daughter of John Bradborne, the authority

quoted being the Heralds' College. This will account for his

name amongst the founders of the Bradborne Chantry. On the

loth of May, 1485, license was granted to Richard Vernon,
Nicholas Mungumbry (Montegomery), John Cokayn, Richard

Knyveton, Ralph Okover, Humphry Okover, John Fitzherbert

and seven others named, to found a perpetual chantry of two

chaplains, one at Assheburne, and the other at Howgh, co. Derby,
for the good estate of the King and of the said founders, and of

John Bradburne and Anne his wife and their children, to be

called the chantry of John Bradburne and Anne his wife, and

for that purpose to grant hereditaments in mortmain to the

value of 10 yearly. I conclude this John Bradburne and Anne
were father and mother of Agnes the wife of Ralph. The

Humphrey Okeover named in this license was the son and heir

of Ralph.

Ralph Okeover was Sheriff of Staffordshire in 5-6 H. VII.

(1489-90), and this is the latest notice we have of him. He died

on the 9th of October, 1495, and was buried at Dovebridge, where

an incised slab of alabaster till exists to his memory. The

inscription was copied by Lysons, and is as follows :

facet Hartwlpjus <ZMotoe armtger tt glgnes uxor tfus,

SRatmlpfius obut IK trie <&ctotms anno tmt mfltetmo

tccc nonagesfmo qumto et prrtucta apes obtit . , . trie

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, New Series, p. 211.
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mensts . . . anno font ntillegimo ace . . . quorum
anfmarum propictetur

The slab was evidently put up by his widow and the blank

spaces left for the date of her death, but as usual in such cases,

were never filled up.

Ralph married, according to the Pedigree at Okeover and
the Visitation of 1583,* Agnes, daughter of John Bradburne

(of Bradburne, co. Derby), by whom he had Humphrey, who
succeeded him at Okeover, and two younger sons Thomas
and William.

HUMPHREY OKEOVER, 1495-1538.

Humphrey Okeover is shown to be the son and heir of Ralph

by an agreement, dated 5 H. VII. (1489-90) "between William

Basset Squier and Nicole his son and heyr male on one part, and

Rauf Okovere Squier and Humfray Okovere his son and heyr

apparent on the other part," respecting two pastures belonging
to William Basset lying within the fee of Mathefeld called the

Olde housyardes and a parcel of land called Nettelhalle. in the

same fee.
3 He evidently derived his Christian name from his

mother's family, for Humfrey Bradburne, armiger, was head of

his house in 1507. In that year Humfrey Oker, armiger, con-

veyed to John Aston, kt, Thomas Cokheyn, armiger, Humfrey
Bradburne, armiger, John Blounte, Thomas Blounte, and William

Hyll, chaplain, his manor of Oker (sic) co. Stafford, and all his

lands in Oker, Wodhuse, Home, and Casterne, co. Stafford
;
and

his manors of Snelstone and Atlowe, and lands and tenements

in Snelstone, Atlowe, Mapelton and Yeldersley, co. Derby, with

a power of attorney to Thurstan Lante and William Trubsha, to

deliver seisin of the same. Dated 22nd June, 23 H. VII.4
(1508).

This feoffment was made on the occasion of his marriage with

Isabella daughter of John Aston of Tixall, and is quoted in full

in the Inquisition taken after the death of Humphrey (page 63).

Humphrey Oker (sic) is named amongst the debtors to the

Crown in a list of those who were to be prosecuted by the King's

1 The Churches of Derbyshire, by the Rev. C. J. Cox.
2

Staffordshire Collections^ Vol. Ill, part 2, p. 121.

3 Okeover Muniments. 4 Ibid.
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attorney in November, I5I2,
1 and this is the only definite men-

tion of him by name on the Public Records. There is an in-

cidental reference to him, however, in a report by Richard Strete

to the Minister Cromwell at the date of the suppression of the

minor monasteries in 1536. In his -report on Calwich, Strete

states that the first founder was Nicholas Gresley, whose title

was claimed by Mr. Longford, and that divers benefactors had

given lands to the house such as my Lord Steward, Sir Henry
Sautcheverell, Mr. Oker and their ancestors.2

Humphrey died in 1538, and was buried at Okeover, where a

brass to his memory existed till 1857, when the church was

broken into, and the brass stolen. The following account of this

transaction is taken from the Proceedings of the Society of

Antiquaries , 3rd February, iSpS.
3

" The brass at Okeover, Staffordshire, in its later form, that

is, as a memorial of the Oker family, is well known from the

excellent engraving in Messrs. Waller's Series of Monumental
Brasses. Some portions of the brass were then loose, and are

described but not figured by Messrs. Waller. About the year

1857 the whole brass was stolen from the church, and the frag-

ments which were recovered were mostly broken into pieces ready
for the melting pot. In all 55 pieces were rescued, but the

interesting armed figure from the centre had completely dis-

appeared, and no trace of it has since been found. The figure

of one wife was recovered perfect, but only about two-thirds of

the other, and in 21 pieces. The canopy and inscriptions were

also broken up, but the majority of the former and 1 1 pieces of

the latter, as well as the three shields from the finials and one

shield and half a shield from the lower part were saved."

On the brass was engraved the figure of Humphrey Okeover

in armour and his wife Isabel Aston and their thirteen children,

the latter being shown in three rows, each child with his name
beneath. The inscription ran as follows :

fljete unfcer tjjts stone Igetf) . . . Oto ^s^ufger, some=

1 State Papers printed, Rolls Series.
2

Ibid., State Papers, 27 H. VIII.
3 From a paper read by Mr. Mill Stephenson, F.S.A. The brass was a palimp-

sest, having been erected originally by William, fifth Lord Zouch of Haringworth,
after the death of his wife Alice, daughter of Richard, Lord Seymour, who died in

1447. It had probably been removed from one of the dissolved monasteries.
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tgme lorfc of <&ta antr Babdl $%$ fogfe, fcauc$ter of ^ofin

lEsqutger anfc Dame lElf?afcrtf) i)gs fogfe, tfje fofjtdje fi^umft

fceceasgetr t&e xxtf. trap of .^prtll tfje

The rest of the inscription was effaced at the date of the

mutilation of the brass.

Underneath the effigies of the children were engraved the

names of Philip, Rauf, John, William, Roger, Nicolas, Robert,

Thomas, Jane, Elizabeth, and three others illegible. The names

of the latter, according to the Okeover Pedigree, were Margaret,

Mary and Dorothy.
There is likewise a contemporary effigy of Humphrey

Okeover in coloured glass on one of the windows of the church

at Okeover, in which he is represented in a surcoat or tabard

of arms. Under the effigy are the remains of an inscription in

Gothic letters of which the following words, only are now

decipherable :

rate pro f^umfriU Ota
qtti fenestram

A copy of this effigy forms a frontispiece to this history.

Of the numerous sons of this Humphrey which are named

above, very little is known one of them, Roger, left issue

Humphrey, who occurs as a feoffee in a fine of 33 Elizabeth,
1

and Nicholas is named in a fine of 3 Elizabeth (1561)
on p. 70.

According to the Okeover Pedigree, the eldest daughter,

Jane, married John Pole, Esq., of Hartington, and died in 1524.

Elizabeth, another daughter, married Philip Leech, Esq., of

Chatsworth, and Margaret married John Parker of Norton Lees,

co. Derby. The authority for most of the marriages of the

members of the house during the Tudor period are the Heralds'

Visitations, and they can probably be relied upon as correct.

The following inquisitions were taken after the death of

Humphrey Okeover.

1
Inqn. p.m., 2 James I., on the death of Philip Okeover, p. 82. A John Okeover

named in the same Inquisition was probably son of this Humphrey.
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STAFFORD. Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Brewood in the county of Stafford,

29th September, 30 Hen. VIII. (1538) before Thomas Gifford,

esquire, escheator, after the death of Humphrey Okever,

esquire, by the oath of Richard Byddell, gentleman, John

Hollyns of Moseley, Christopher Edge of Horton, William

Favvderyng of Pole, Robert Parker of Karyswall, Thomas

Adderley of Kyngeley, John Wodde of Mere, William Rede of

Preston, Thomas Lynehill of Lynehill, Robert Low of Ellaston,

Ralph Harryson of Calton, John Warde of Morehall, Ralph
Wobaston of Wobaston, Thomas Tomyns of Morf, and John

Crawley of Furdehousyn ;
WHO SAY that Humphrey Okever

some time before his death was seised in his demesne as of fee

of the manor of Okevere in the county of Stafford, and of a

water mill, 300 acres of land, 50 acres of meadow, 400 acres

of pasture, 200 acres of wood in Okever aforesaid
;
And of

7 messuages, 100 acres of land, 30 acres of meadow, 100 acres

of pasture and common in Woodhouse and Swynscoe ;
And of

IDS. yearly rent issuing from the lands late of John Hall in

OvercasLourne, and iSs. yearly rent issuing from the lands of

Ralph Wydder in Ham
;
And 4^. yearly rent issuing from the

lands of Humphrey Walker in Nethercastorne, with the

services of said John, Ralph and Humphrey ;
and the said

Humphrey so being seised, by his charter dated 22nd June,

23 Hen. VII. (1508) enfeoffed John Aston, knight, Humphrey
Bradburne, Thomas Cokayn, esquires, John Blount, Thomas

Blounte, gentlemen, and William Hill, chaplain, of the premises

to the use of Humphrey Okever for the performance of his last

will to wit, to Isabella his then wife lands in the counties of

Stafford and Derby to the clear yerely value of 50 marks, for

her life, as jointure; And by indenture dated I3th August,

23 Hen. VII. (1508) the said Humphrey Okever declared the said

feoffees and their heirs to be seised of the premises and of lands

in Derby to the following uses, to wit, the manor of Okever and
" Oker Parke," yearly value ?, a pasture in Oker called Leez

in the tenure of said Humphrey, yearly value ^"3, two pastures

there called Yelly and Kendall, in like tenure, yearly value 3,

Oker medowe in like tenure, yearly value 3, the pastures called
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Coweclose and Coldwall closse, yearly value iSs., Duffehowse

yorde, Burrysyord and an Orchard in Oker then in the tenure of

said Humphrey, a pasture called Caldwall closse in Oker then in

the tenure of John Bucson of the yearly value of 40^., which,

with other lands in Derby assigned as jointure are of the clear

yearly value of 50 marks, to the said Isabella for her life after the

death of said Humphrey, in fulfilment of indenture of marriage
dated 22nd June, 23 Hen.VII. (1508), between the said Humphrey
and Thomas Babyngton, esquire : The feoffees were all dead,

except William Hill, who was seised of the premises to the uses

aforesaid, Humphrey Okever died and Isabella, his wife, is alive

and seised thereof as of a free tenement. Further they say that

Humphrey Okever, Thomas Cockeyn, John Blount and William

Hill, by deed dated 2Oth September, 24 Hen. VII. (1508),

conveyed to John Aston, Humphrey Bradburn, Ralph Burton,

Anthony Babyngton, Anthony Fitzherbert, and Roland

Babyngton, pastures in Okever called Oxlesow or Fynes late in

the tenure of Robert Dawkyn, Oker Smythy in the tenure of

Bartholomew Baireford, Sondyfelde in the tenure of Ellis

Wreglcy, Brendwood, Dyfford, Horsclosse, le Holmes, le Flatt,

le Forlonge and le Fenholme
;
the mill of Okever

;
Caldwall

Meydowe ;
Caldwall Wod in the tenure of Roger Stubbes, the

pasture of Pyncheney and Pyncheney meydow in the tenure of

William Balliden, and a pasture called le Key in the tenure

of John Balliden, also los. yearly rent issuing from the lands of

John Hall in Overcasterton, and iSs. yearly rent issuing from those

of Ralph Whidder in Ham, with their services, to John Aston,

Humphrey Bradburn, Ralph Burton, Anthony (Babyngton)

Anthony (Fitzherbert) and Roland Babyngton, for the fulfilment

of indentures made between the said Humphrey Okever and

Thomas Babyngton of Dethike, esquire, for the marriage of

Philip Okever, son and heir of said Humphrey, with Elizabeth,

daughter of said Thomas Babyngton ;
which indenture is dated

I3th August, 23 Hen. VII. (1508): John Aston, Humphrey
Bradburn and Ralph Burton having died, the other feoffees are

seised of the premises to the use aforesaid, and the said

Elizabeth is seised thereof as of a free tenement, with reversion

to Ralph Okever, son of said Philip :

Further they say that the said Humphey Okever, by indenture
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between William Basset of Blore, knight, and said Humphrey,
upon the marriage of Ralph Okever, kinsman and heir of said

Humphrey, and Matilda daughter of said William, dated

1 6th August, 28 Hen. VIII. (1536), granted to John Dethike,
William Babyngton, William Basset (son and heir of said

William Basset, knight), esquires, and Robert Bruce, clerk, rector

of the parish church of Kyngeley, with other lands in co. Derby,
a messuage in Wodhowse, co. Stafford, with lands there and in

Swynscoe then in the tenure of Henry Mawer at a yearly rent

of 28^. 4</., and another messuage in Wodhowse with lands there

and in Swynscoe which Thomas Sowter then held at a yearly
rent, of 22^.

;
clear yearly value with the lands in Derby

10 marks and io</., to have and to hold to the said John

Dethike, etc., of the chief lords of the fees, to the use of said

Ralph and Matilda as jointure of said Matilda, and if the said

Matilda die before the age of 20, without issue male, then to the

use of said William Basset, knight, until he be satisfied out of

the issues of said lands in respect of such money as agreed to

be repaid by the said indenture, with remainder to the right

heirs of said Ralph Okever for ever : And also by a certain

deed of the same date, the said Humphrey Okever granted to

the said feoffees amongst other lands in co. Derby, a meadow
Coldwall meydow in Okever, then in the tenure of Thomas

Baireford, of the yearly value of 2os., a pasture there called

Appecroftes and Coldwallyord then in the tenure of William

Tomkynson, yearly value 26^. 8</., and another in Wodhowse
called N[orlow] then in the tenure of John Alsopp, yearly

value 2Os.
;
in all, 5 marks

;
to have and to hold to the said

feoffees of the chief lords of those fees to the use of Humphrey
Okeover until the said Ralph Okeover should attain to the age

(if the said Humphrey should so long live) of 20 years, and if the

said Humphrey should happen to die before the said Ralph
should come to the age of 20 years, then to the use of the said

Ralph and Matilda his wife, as her jointure, and if the said

Matilda should die before the age of 20, without issue male, then

to the said William Basset, knight, until he be satisfied in

respect of such money as the said Humphrey agreed to pay him,

and then to the right heirs of said Ralph for ever. And also by
another deed of the same date the said Humphrey granted to

F
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said feoffees a messuage and 2 pastures in Wodhowse, whereof

one called Brokeyate is divided in 5 parts, and the other called

Netherbarcroft then in the tenure of Thomas Bagnald at a yearly

rent of 43^. 4^/., and another pasture there in Wodhowse
called Fylbarns then in the tenure of John Alsopp at a yearly

rent of i6s., a croft there called Walmedow then in the tenure of

Thomas Dawbeney at a yearly rent of 2s., with other lands in

co. Derby, in all worth by the year, clear, 10 14^., to have and

to hold to the said feoffees of the chief lords to the use of said

Humphrey for his life, and then to the use of the said Ralph and

Matilda for her life, in fulfilment of her jointure of 20, with

remainder as above. Further they say that the manor of Okever

and other lands in Oker, Overcastorne, Horn and Nethercastorne

are held of the Abbot of Burton on Trent, in socage, by fealty

and a rent of 26s. 8^., and are worth by the year, clear, ^30 ;

the messuages, etc., in Wodhowse and Swynscoe held of the

Prior of Tutbery, in socage, by fealty and a rent of 25^., worth

by the year, clear, 10 marks. The said Humphrey died on the

feast of St. Mark the Evangelist last past (5th April, 1538), and

Ralph Okeover is his next heir, viz., son and heir of Philip

son and heir of said Humphrey, and is aged 16 years.
1

DERBY.

Writ of diem clausit extremum annexed, dated at Westminster,

!3thMay(i538).
Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Derby, 24th September, 30 Hen. VIII.

(1538) before Francis Meryng, escheator, after the death of

Humphrey Oker, esquire, by the oath of Henry Meynell,

gentleman, Walter Rollesley, William C ke, gentlemen,

John Melburne, yeoman, Henry Fowler, John Spencer, Richard

Wedowson, John [Stowurowe], William Crofte, Godfrey Asshe,
Thomas Graff', John Petter, yeomen, John [Fruck 1,

WHO say that Humphrey Okever was seised in his demesne as

of fee of the manors of Snelston and Atlowe, in the county of

Derby, and of 18 messuages, 3 tofts, 1,000 acres of land, 250

1

Inqn. p.m., 30 II. VIII., Series II, No. u. Delivered into Court, 21 Oct.
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acres of meadow, 700 acres of pasture, 80 acres of wood, 500
acres of heath and moor, and $?s. gd. rent in Snelston, Atlowe,

Mapulton, and Yeldersley ;
And of a water-mill in Snelston,

and of the nomination of a chaplain to celebrate services in

the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Atlowe. And, being
so seised thereof, by his deed, dated 22nd June, 23 Hen. VII.

the said Humphrey granted to John Aston (etc., see under

Stafford] all the said manors and lands for fulfilment of his

last will; And by another indenture, dated I3th August, 23
Hen. VIII., he granted to the said John Aston, etc., a pasture
in Atlowe called Hall Feld', yearly value ^4 13^. ^d. ;

a

tenement in Snelston, yearly value 40^., then in the tenure

of Richard Foole, another there in the tenure of Robert

Dyne, yearly value 26s. %d.
;

a messuage and lands in

Snelston then in the tenure of Thrustan Loute, yearly value

4. ; which, with lands in co. Stafford, amount to 50 marks yearly

(for uses, see under Stafford) ; by which it was provided that if the

said Humphrey or Philip Okever, his son and heir, after the death

of Agnes Eyre, his mother, should cause a sufficient estate in

the law to be made of the manor of Atlowe and other lands to

the value of 50 marks to Isabel, wife of said Humphrey for

life, then the feoffees should be seised of the premises to the use

of said Humphrey, etc. Indenture between Humphrey Okever

and Thomas Babyngton recited (in English), providing (among
other things) that it shall be lawful for the said Humphrey to

assign 20 marks, parcel of the said 50 marks, for the jointure of

such as shall hereafter foitune to be his wife or wives,, with

reversion to said Philip and his heirs
;
the residue of said 50

marks to be for the preferment of the younger sons of said

Humphrey and marriage of his daughter, after the death of

said Isabel. And by another indenture, dated 2Oth September,

24 Hen. VII. (1508) the said Humphrey, Thomas Cokkyn (etc.)

conveyed to John Aston (etc., see under Stafford), among other

things, all those lands then in the tenure of Robert Bothom,

Agnes Sutton, and William Bentley in Yeldersley and Snelston
;

the mill there and the Milne acre containing 6 acres in the

tenure of John Hellette
; Wyllacre containing 6 acres in the

tenure of James Celdeward in the territory of Snelston, 38^.

yearly rent issuing from the lands of John Mountgomery,
F 2
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knight, in Snelston, <\.d. rent issuing from the lands of Agnes
Sutton there, 4.3. ^d. rent issuing from the lands of William

Browne, the younger, there, Ss. <$d. rent issuing from the lands of

John Fitzherbert, esquire, there, 2s. ^d. rent issuing from the lands

of John Hurde there, \2d. rent issuing from the lands of

Humphrey Hyll in Snelston
;
22d. rent issuing from the lands

of Agnes Sutton there
;

%d. rent issuing from the lands of

Henry Saucheverell, esquire, there, jd. rent issuing from the lands

of Thomas Broune there, and services of the aforesaid tenants {for

uses, see under Stafford}. Philip Okever had died, and Anthony

Babyngton, Anthony Fitzherbert, and Roland Babyngton
remained seised of the premises to the use of Elizabeth his

wife.

Further they say that Thomas Cokayn and William Hyll

being the only survivors of the feoffees of the residue of the

manors and lands aforesaid, the said Humphrey Okever, by
indenture, dated 2ist June, 19 Hen. VIII. (1527), granted to

Edward Aston, John Vernon, Philip Draycott, Thomas

Kynnersley, esquires, and Edmund Ward, gentleman, a

messuage and lands in Atlowe late in the tenure of William

Robynson, yearly rent 40^. ;
a pasture there called Yorlewyke

in the tenure of Roland Babyngton, yearly rent 7 marks
;

a

messuage and lands in Snelston in the tenure of James Calbert,

yearly rent 2Os.
;
a messuage and lands in Atlowe in the tenure

of Thomas Kynder, yearly rent 2OJ., and a pasture called

Heywood, with meadows on both sides of the stream called

Bradburn Broke in Mapulton in the tenure of Roland

Babyngton, yearly rent 7 marks
;
And the said Edward

Aston, etc., being thereof seised in their demesne as of fee,

by their deed dated loth September, 19 Hen. VIII. (1527)

(at the request of said Humphrey) granted William Robynson's

messuage in Atlowe and the pasture of Yorlewyke to Roger
Okever, son of the said Humphrey, for life, who still is thereof

seised
;
And the said Edward Aston, etc., by another deed

of the same date (at the same request) granted to Nicholas

Okever, son of the said Humphrey, James Calwart's messuage in

Snelston, Thomas Kynder's in Atlowe, and the Heywood, for

life, who is still thereof seised. They further say that the said

Humphrey, by his deed, dated i6th August. 28 Hen. VIII.,
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granted to John Dyethike (etc., see under Stafford} a messuage and
lands in Mapulton then in the tenure of William Baliden,

yearly rent 25^. 2d., and a cottage, croft, and garden there in

the tenure of William Orme, yearly rent 4.s. ;
two pasture? in

Snelston in the tenure of John Sutton, yearly rent 26s. &d.
;
a

pasture there called Creyshalve in the tenure of Edmund
Cokson, yearly rent los.

;
another there called Longlesoe in the

tenure of Thomas Browne, yearly rent 8s.
;
another there called

Morewalles in the tenure of John Cokson, yearly rent ios., with

lands in co. Stafford, worth in all 10 marks and 10 pence yearly

(for uses, see under Stafford). And by another deed of the same

date, said Humphrey granted to John Dethyke, esquire (etc.,

see under Stafford} a messuage and lands in Atlowe, then in

the tenure of Edward Coghyn, yearly rent I2s.
;
another there

in the tenure of Thomas Olboldston, yearly rent i6.r.
;
another

there in the tenure of Robert Madock, yearly rent 4 marks
;

another there in the tenure of Thomas Coghyn, yearly rent 2Os.
;

another there in the tenure of Nicholas Coghyn, yearly rent

ios.
;
another there in the tenure of Nicholas Madock, yearly

rent I2s.
;
another there in the tenure of Robert Coghyn, yearly

rent I2s.
;

another there in the tenure of William Coghyn,

yearly rent i6s.
;
and a croft there in the tenure of John

Helyatt, yearly rent 8s., with lands in Stafford, worth in all

ioos. 14^. yearly (for uses, see under Stafford). The manor and
lands in Snelston are held of William Basset, knight, as of his

manor of Grendon, in socage, by fealty only, worth by the year,

clear, 20. The manor and lands in Atlowe are held of the heir of

John Chawndes (Chandos) as of his manor of Mogyngton in

socage by service and rent of I2d.
;
worth by the year, clear,

20-, the lands in Yeldersley are held of the heir of John

Mountgomery, knight, as of his manor of Yeldersley, in socage,

by fealty only, worth by the year, clear, 4 marks. The lands in

Mapulton are held of the said William Bassett, knight, as of his

manor of Mapulton, in socage, by fealty and rent, worth by
the year, clear, 10 marks. 1

(For date of death and heir, see under

Stafford^)

1
Inqn. p.m., 30 H. VIII., Series II, Vol. 60, No. 17, Humphrey Okeover,

Derby. Delivered into Court, 2Oth October. In bad condition. Escheator's copy
has been used where the other is illegible.
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RALPH OKEOVER, 1543-1571.

Ralph must have come of age in 1543, for the Inquisition on

his grandfather's death states he was sixteen years of age in

30 Hen. VIII. His father Philip had married Elizabeth, the

daughter of Sir Thomas Babington of Dethick by Edith the

daughter of Ralph Fitz Herbert of Norbury.
1 This marriage

must have brought Ralph into close connection with all the

uncompromising adherents of the Catholic religion in the

Midland counties, and probably affected to a great extent his

political views and conduct. He died, however, before the harsh

measures against the Catholics had been set on foot. At Easter

term 3 E. VI. (1549), he levied a Fine by which his Stafford-

shire estates were vested in Richard Okeover and Thomas

Beresford. In this fine, the property is stated to consist of 40

messuages, 40 tofts, 2 water mills, 2 dovecotes, 40 gardens, 1,000

acres of land, 100 acres of meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture, 1,000

acres of furze and heath, 1,000 acres of moor, 1,000 acres of

marsh and 5 of rent in Okeover, Woodhouse, Ham and

Castern.2
During the interregnum between the death of his

father in 1538 and the accession of Ralph to his estates, the

greater monasteries had been abolished, and the ministers of

Henry VIII. had purposed in the first instance to establish a

Collegiate Church at .Burton in place of the monastery. By
Letters Patent of 1541, the chapels of Shene, Caldon and

Okover, co. Stafford, were granted to the Dean and Chapter of

the church of Burton, and all the possessions of Burton

Monastery were to be held of the Crown by a yearly payment
of 63 2s. ^.d. They were afterwards bestowed by the King

upon the first Lord Paget.

At Hillary term, 3 Elizabeth (January, 1561), another Fine

was levied by Ralph Okeover, Philip Okeover, Rowland

Okeover and Nicholas Okeover, which vested all the Stafford-

shire property in the same feoffees as in the fine of 3 E. VI. 8

This fine was levied shortly before Ralph's marriage with his

second wife, Katherine Lee, for the purpose of making provision

1 Nichofs Leicestershire, Vol. Ill, p. 964, and Inqn. p.m. 30 H. VIII.
, p. 64.

2
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XII, p. 201. The name of Barresford (Beresford)

is erroneously written Bafford in these Collections.
3

Ibid., Vol. XIII, p. 212.



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. /I

for his daughters by his first wife. Philip and Roland were the

younger brothers of Ralph, and Nicholas was his uncle. 1

Ralph was High Sheriff for Staffordshire from November,

1564, to November, 1565, when he was succeeded by John

Wrottesley of Wrottesley. The Queen's writ commanding him

to hand over the county and its rolls and records to the new
Sheriff is still at Okeover, and as these writs, being purely formal,

were seldom preserved, I give it in full.

" Elizabeth dei gratia Anglic, Francie et Hibernie Regina,
fidei defensor, etc., dilecto sibi Rad5 Oker armigero, nuper
vicecomiti Staffordie salutem. Cum comiserimus dilecto nobis

Johi Wrottesley armigero cornitatum nostrum predictum cum

pertinentiis custodiendum quamdiu nobis placuerit prout in

literis nostris patentibus sibi inde confectis plenius continetur-

Tibi precipimus quod eidem Johanni comitatum predictum
cum pertinentiis una cum rotulis, brebibus, memorandis, et

omnibus aliis ad officium Vicecomitis Comitatus predicti

spectantibus que in custodia tua existunt per Indenturis inter

te et prefatum Johannem debite conficiendis liberes. T. me

ipsa apud Westmonasterium, xvi. die Novembris, anno r. n.

septimo (16 November, I565)."
2

Ralph died on the 29th of March, I5/I.
8 He was married

in 1536, when fourteen years of age, to . Matilda, the daughter
of Sir William Basset of Blore,

4
by whom he had four

daughters, Ellen, Elizabeth, Dorothy and Faith, and by his

second wife, Catherine Leigh, he left an only daughter, Isabel.

According to the Okeover Pedigree his second wife was widow
of Henry Leigh of Rushall, co. Stafford, and daughter and

co-heir of Sir John Dunham of Kirklington, co. Notts., and this

agrees with the pedigrees of Leigh and Okeover in the Visita-

tion of I583.
5

Ellen, the eldest daughter and co-heir of Ralph, married

first, John Taylor of Burton-upon-Trent, and secondly, Richard

Endesor of Pagets Bromley, co. Stafford. 6

Elizabeth, the second daughter, married Sir Nicholas Long-
ford of Longford, co. Derby. She died s.p. in I57i.

r

1
Inqn. p.m., 13 Elizabeth, see p. 73.

2
Original at Okeover.

8
Inqn. p.m., 13 Elizabeth, see p. 74.

4
Inqn. p.m., 30 H. VIII.

5 Visitation of Staffordshire, Vol. Ill, Staffordshire Collections.
6 Ibid. 7 Ibid.
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Dorothy, the third daughter, married Humphrey Welles of

Horecross, co. Stafford.1

Faith, the fourth daughter, died unmarried. 2

Of Isabel, the daughter by his second wife, nothing is

known. She was aged seven only at the date of her father's

death,
3 and probably died unmarried.

The following Inquisitions were taken after the death of

Ralph Okeover :

DERBY.

Delivered into Court, 2Oth August [15/1].

Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Workesworthe in the county of Derby,

23rd July, 13 Elizabeth (1571) before William Barton, esquire,

escheator, after the death of Ralph Okeover, esquire, by the

oath of John Menell', Roland Feme, Thomas Barbur, Richard

Breillesforthe, John Ashe, Arthur Mower, John Clowes, John

Home, Robert Stubbes, John George Buxton,

John Lane and Thomas Steple ;
WHO SAY that the said Ralph

was seised of the manors of Okeover, Woodhouses, Castren',

Ilame and Swynscowe in the county of Stafford, and of the

manors of Atlowe, Snelston, Mapleton and Yeldersley in the

county of Derby in his demesne as of fee tail, with remainder to

Philip Okeover and his issue male, with remainder to Roland

Okeover and his issue male, with remainder to Nicholas Okeover

and his issue male, with remainder to Humphrey Okeover and

his issue male, and then to the right heirs of said Ralph. The

said Nicholas was seised of the pasture in Mapleton called

the Heywoodd, with 2 messuages and lands in Atlowe and

Snelston for the term of his life, with remainders to Ralph and

his issue male, Philip and his issue male, Roland and his issue

male, Nicholas and his issue male, Humphrey and his issue

male, and then to the right heirs of Ralph for ever. The said

Philip was seised of 4 messuages in Woodhouses for his life,

with remainders to Ralph and his issue male, Philip and his issue

male, Roland and his issue male, Nicholas and his issue male,

Humphrey and his issue male, and then to the right heirs of the

1 Visitation of Staffordshire, Vol. Ill, Staffordshire Collections.
3 Ibid. 8 Ibid.
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said Ralph for ever. And so being seised, the said Ralph,
Nicholas and Philip, by indenture dated 6th January, 3 Elizabeth

[1560-1], made between themselves on the one part, and Richard

Okeover and Thomas Barresford of on the other agreed as

follows [indenture recited in English] : that the said Raphe Oke-

over of Okeover, co. Stafford, esquire, Phillippe Okeover, gentle-

man, one of the brethren of the said Raphe, Rolande Okeover,

another of the brethren, and Nicholas Okeover, gentleman,
uncle of the said Raphe, for their goodwill towards the younger
sons and daughters of the said Raphe, and for the jointure of

such wife or wives as he shall espouse, would before the feast of

Pentecost next coming levy a fine of the manors of Okeover,

Woodhouses, Castrene, Ham and Swynescoo, and 40 messuages,

40 tofts, one water mill, I dove house, 40 gardens, 1,000 acres of

land, 160 acres of meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture, 1 60 acres of

wood, 1,000 acres of heath and furze, 1,000 acres of moor,

1,000 acres of marsh and 5 rent, in county Stafford, and the

manors of Atlowe, Snelston, Mappleton and Yeldersley, and

40 messuages, 40 tofts, 2 water mills, 2 dove houses, 40 gardens,

1,000 acres of land, 300 acres of meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture,

160 acres of wood, 1,000 acres of furze and heath, 1,000 acres of

moor, 1,000 acres of marsh and 6 rent in the county of Derby,
to Richarde Okeover of Okeover, gentleman, and Thomas
Barresford of the same town, yeoman ;

which fine so levied, the

lands so conveyed should be held by Richarde Okeover and

Thomas Barresford as follows : the lands in Woodhouses and

Okeover then in the tenure of William Alsoppe, William

Tomkynson, Geffrey Poysur and Raphe Grenesmythe, yearly

rent 3 12s. 4^., and the closes in Okeover called Ape Croft,

Coldwall Croft, Nether Coldwall Over Coldwall Lane, White

Medowe, Bryndwoodd, Brendwoodd Lane, Lee Forlonge, le slate

horseclose, le Smythe, Ryefielde, le Lies, Pynchenye, Nether

Pynchenye, over Pynchenye, Ormes Medowe, Thoxleasue, le

Netlovve, Dyfort, le meadowe headd, Eys mylne, Holme, newe

parke and Fenhome, yearly value 36 15^., with certain chief

rents in Ham, Castrene and Swynescoo of the yearly value

of 3U. to the use of said Raphe for life, and then to his daughters

Ellen, Elizabeth, Dorothy and Faith until such time as every

one of them still unmarried at the death of said Ralph shall have
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received of the profits of said lands 300 marks towards her

preferment in marriage, and if any one of them be married

before his death and have received less, her portion to be made

equal to the others
;
the said Philip to hold the lands meanwhile,

paying to the said daughters
" soe muche yearlye rent as any other

man will doo," and if one of the daughters be fully paid or die

before said Ralph's death, the others to have 400 marks apiece,

and the same sum of 300 marks for any daughter of said Ralph

yet to be begotten ;
and then to the sons of said Ralph and the

heirs male of their bodies lawfully begotten in succession, with

remainders to Philip, Roland, Nicholas and Humphrey and

their issue male, and remainder to the right heirs of said Ralph for

ever : the manor of Atlowe and lands known as

Kendall Okeover medowe to the use of said Ralph for life, and

then to his wife, for life, as jointure, with reversion to first

begotten son and his issue male, other sons (up to eight) in

succession in tail male and remainders as above : All other

lands, except the manors of Snelston, Mappulton and Yeldersley

lands there, and chief rent of 3 os. I2d. in Snelston, to be to

the use of said Rauffe for life, and then to his sons, &c., as

above : the manors and lands of Snelston, Mappulton and

Yeldersley, and rents, to the use of said Rauffe and his heirs for

ever : And that it should be lawful to the said Ralph to grant a

lease of any part of the premises for 21 years or three lives at

the old yearly rent or more. Further they say that the said fine

was levied on the octaves of St. Hilary, 3 Elizabeth, with another

of the same date, for the performance of the said Indenture.

And afterwards the said Ralph married Katherine Lee, and had

issue by her, Isabel Okeover : and his daughter Ellen married

John Taylor, gentleman ;
and his daughter Elizabeth married

Nicholas Lankeford, esquire. And afterwards by his last will

and testament the said Ralph confirmed the provision for his

daughters made in the indenture aforesaid, and desired that

whereas his daughters Dorothy, Faith and Isabel were too

young to receive their portions, his brother Philip should act for

them until they should attain the age of 18 or should marry.
And he bequeathed his manors and lands, &c., in Snelston,

Yeldersley and Mappulton (if he should leave no son) to his

brother Philip. The said Ralph died 29th March last past
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[1571], without male issue, Katherine his wife surviving, who is

seised for life of the lands appointed for her jointure, with

remainders as aforesaid. The said Dorothy, Faith and Isabel

are not married. The said Nicholas lives at
" Sturson

"

[Sturston] in the county of Derby, and is seised of the Heywood,
&c., as aforesaid

; Philip is likewise seised as aforesaid.

The manor and lands in Snelston are held of William

Basset, esquire, as of his manor of Gryndon, co. Stafford, in

socage by fealty only, and are worth by the year, clear, 20.

The manor and lands in Atlowe are held of German Poole of

Radburne, esquire, as of his manor of Mogyngton, co. Derby, in

socage, by service and rent of I2d., and are worth by the year,

clear, 20. The lands in Yeldersley are held of Edward Bentley,

gentleman, as of his manor of Yeldersley in socage, by fealty only,

and are worth by the year, clear, 4 marks. The lands in Mappul-
ton are held of said William Basset as of his manor of Mapulton,
in socage, by fealty only, and are worth by the year, clear, 10

marks. Further they say that the said Ellen, Dorothy, Faith

and Isabel are daughters and heiresses of said Ralph, inasmuch

as since his death, the said Elizabeth died without issue at le

Hough in the county of Lancaster. At the time of said Ralph's
death Ellen was aged 23, Dorothy 16, Faith 14, Isabel 7.

1

STAFFORD.

Delivered into Court 1 8th August [1572] by the hands

of Roland Okeover, merchant

Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Uttoxeter in the county of Stafford, 28th

July, 14 Elizabeth [1572] before John Fleetwoode and Sampson
Meverell, esquires, and Richard R[ymin]gton, esquire, feodary,

after the death of Ralph Okeover, esquire, by the oath of

Henry Walker, Richard Flynt, [Edward Moar], Thomas Pyatte,

Henry Flackett, Thomas Barnes, Thomas Parker, Thomas

Smyth, William Forde, Thomas [Doxsy], Thomas [Bijclyffe,

Roger Jowell, Richard Buckeston and Edmund Thornbury ;

1
Inqn. p.m., 13 Elizabeth, Series II, Vol. 156, No. 17. Public Record Office.

The Inquisition is in bad condition, and a copy (incomplete) in the Court of Wards
has been used where the original is illegible. It will be seen that the Inquisition is

in error at pp. 72 and 73, where it speaks of the manors of Yeldersley and Mappulton ;

it should be lands in Yeldersley and Mappulton.
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WHO SAY that long before his death, the said Ralph was seised

of the manors of Okeover, Woodhouses, Casterne, Ham and

Swynscowe \&c. Indenture and Fines recited : as imder Derby].

They further say that the manor of Okeover, and lands in

Okeover, Woodhouses, Ham, Casterne and Swynscowe are held

of Thomas payable yearly on the

feast of St. Martin in Winter for all services, and are worth by
the year, clear, 28 6s. [No further information but ^vhat isfound
under the Derbyshire Inquisition.^

PHILIP OKEOVER, 1571-1604.

Philip succeeded his brother Ralph in 1571, and appears to

have been involved in family quarrels and Chancery suits all his

life. His only daughter Jane was married to Sir Anthony Ashley,

Clerk to the Privy Council, temp. Queen Elizabeth. For some

reason with which we are unacquainted, Philip had quarrelled

with his son-in-law, and in 1590 had settled all his property by
Fine and Indenture on his two brothers and an uncle, Humfrey,
and their issue in tail male. This settlement will be found in

full in the Inquisition taken after the death of Philip in 1604

(p. 82). Sir Anthony, however, was not inclined to part with

his wife's inheritance without a struggle, and had the address to

obtain a letter from the Queen to Philip, with a view of inducing

him to depart from his intention. A draft of this letter is

preserved amongst the State Papers, and is one of many curious

instances of the interferance of " Good Queen Bess "
in the

domestic affairs of her subjects.

[Draft.] The Queen to [Phil. Okehover, of Okeover, co.

Stafford].

Trustie and welbeloued. We have been informed that

heretofore vppon hearesay of some displeasure conceaved by vs

against Anthony Ashely Knight one of the clarkes of or
Priuy

Councell who is marryed to yor sole daughter you conveyed the

inheritance of yr land from him and yr
sayd daughter and their

children to some other of yr
kynne, doubting that or offence

towardes him had been so great as might haue drawen after it

1
Inq. p.m., 14 Elizabeth, No. 143.
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the ruyne of his estate. Which seing it may now appeare to you

by the sequealle of things to be otherwise. And that we haue

understood further that the partie vppon whom you did assure

y
r landes is deceased without issue.

1 We have in testimony to

you and for your satisfaction that or
displeasure against him

(vppon what cause soever conceaved) is not so vehement but

that the Clemency of or nature abounding much more, we can be

content to be the author of anie good to him whereby he may
be the better enhabled hereafter to do vs further seruice :

Addressed there or letter to you to signifie that there is no cause

why for doubt of or offence toward him you should divert from

yo
r naturall daughter and her issue those monuments of yr love

wch
parents doe not vse without great cause to take from their

children. For that or
gracious disposition being such as hath

ouercome greater offences farre then his, may hereafter so return

to him as you shall rather haue cause to wish yr meanes were

greater to enable him to or service then anie way to abate of

that you haue
;
And further be assured that what effecte this

signification ofor good meaning towarde him shall worke with

you shalbe taken in very thankefull part of vs and an argument
of yr dutifull regard to or

disposition and desires.

[Endorsed.'] For S r Anthony Asheley. S r I pray y
u

hartely make this ready for hir Ma1
)'
3

signature and Keepe y 1 secret as yr
[ . . . ]

in love.

It is graunted wth much more and therefore

you may ad som florish in the [ ] that

hir M'y will accept of his fatherly pceeding

[ ] herein very graciously. Vale.
2

It will be seen, however, in the sequel that the interposition

of the Queen was of no effect, for the Okeover estates were

strictly entailed by Philip on the male members of the family.

His Chancery suits were three in number, in the first of these,

his neighbour Sir Humphrey Ferrers, who was lord of the manor

of Bradbourne, sued him and Sir Anthony Ashley, kt., and

Francis Cokayne for rights of common in Balydone which he
1 This probably refers to Ralph Okeover, the eldest son of Roland, and nephew

and presumptive heir of Philip, who appears to have died in 1590.
u State Papers, Domestic, Vol. 276, No. 16.
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claimed as appurtenant to his manor of Bradbourne.1 In

another suit Philip preferred a bill against John Porte, Humphrey
Alsoppe and others, claiming waste grounds and rights of

common in Home (Ham) part of the inheritance of Ralph
Okeover, Esq., deceased, the plaintiff's brother, and which had

been conveyed to him in fee.2

A third suit involved the whole Okeover estate, and was

initiated by a bill of complaint lodged against Philip and the

other feoffees of the settlement of 1590 by Nicholas Okeover,

his cousin. This Nicholas was son and heir of Philip's uncle,

Humphrey, who had been named in the remainder of the

settlement, by title of which Philip held the property, and a

second time in the feoffment of 1590 which has been named
above. Nicholas appears to have been apprehensive that an

attempt was on foot to defeat the settlement of 1590, and it is

very probable that he had become acquainted with the fact of

the Queen's letter. His petition, dated 25th November, 1602,

was made to the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Egerton, kt.,

Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England and was as

follows :

"
Humbly sheweth unto your good Lordshipp your daylye

orator Nycholas Okeover, son and heire of Humfrey Okeover,

late of Okeover in the co. of Stafford, gentleman, deceased, that

Philip Okeover, esq., Rowland Okeover, Ralph Okeover, and the

said Humfrey being seised in fee of the manors of Atlowe and

Snelston in co. Derby, and divers lands in Atlowe, Snelston,

Mapleton, Yeldersley and Ashborne, co. Derby, and of the

manors of Okeover, Woodhouse, Casterne, Ilam, and Swinscoe,

co. Stafford, and divers lands in the same, about the three and

thirtythe yeare of the reigne of our Soverayn Laydye the

Queenes Most Excellent Majestic that nowe is, did mutually
covenant by indenture tripartite

3 sealed and delivered, and

conveyed the same to the said Phillip for terme of his lyfe and

after his decease to the use of his first begotten son and the

heires male of his bodye, and soe in tayle to other sons of the

1
Chancery Proceedings, temp. Elizabeth, O.O.I, No. 39, Public Record Office.

a
Ibid., O.O.2, No. 45.

8 The tripartite agreement was made between Philip Okeover on the first part,

Rowland Okeover and Ralph Okeover on the second part, and Humfrey Okeover on

the third part.
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said Phillip, then to the use of the said Rowland for terme of

his lyfe, and after his decesse to the use of Rauffe, son of the

said Rowland and heirs male of his bodye and for default, etc.,

to the use of the second son of the said Rowland and heirs male

of his bodye and with like remainders over in tayle to other

sons of the said Rowland, and for default of heirs male of bodies

of the sons of the said Rowland, then to the use of the said

Humfrey Okeover father to your said orator for life and after

his decease to use of your said orator son of the said Humfrey
and heirs males (sic) of his bodye and for default, etc., to use of

Frank second son of the said Humfrey and heirs male of his bodye
with like remainders over to other sons of the said Humfrey ;

and

for fulfilment of which indenture the said Philip levied a fine.

(Nicholas here quotes the fine of 33 Elizabeth which is given in

Vol. XVIII, of Staffordshire Collections, p. 4), since which time

the said Humfrey your orator's father is deceased and the said

Rauffe, son of the said Rowland and all the other sons of Rauffe

and Rowland are dead without issue male of their bodies soe

that the inheritance of the said Philip resteth and ys in your said

orator to him and to the heirs male of his bodye immediately
after the deaths of the said Philip and Rowland according to the

limitations contained 1

John Harpur of Swarkeston co. Darbeye,

esq., and the said Phillip and Rowland have practised and gone
about and doe combyne, practyce, and goe about to mayke and

contryve dyvers and sondrye secret estayte of the same premises
to themselves and others to the disinheritance of your said

orator, presuming that your said orator ys ignorant of his owne

estayte therein, and that without the haveing of the said deed he

shall not be able to prove the uses to which the said fyne was

levyed as aforesaid, as in verie truth without the having of the

said deed it shall be very hard for your orator to do, whereof

and for that your said orator is altogether ignorant of the treu

date of the said indenture nor knoweth certenlie the contente

thereof more than that the estate tayle of the said premisses after

the death of the said Philip and Rowland by force of the said

fyne and indenture nowe resteth and is stated upon your said

orator to him and the heyres males of his bodye. May it there-

1
Roland, however, married a second wife and had issue, a son, Humfrey, born

1606, and thus upset all the calculations of this suit.
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fore please your good lord to grante unto your said orator her

Majesty's Most Gracious writ of (s . . . ) to be directed to the

said John Harpur, Phillip Okeover, and Rowland Okeover,

commanding them and every of them at a certain daye and

under a certain paine therein to be lymited to answer the

premises and bring with them the said part of the said tripartite

deed indented, etc."
1

The Queen's writ dated 29th November, 45 Elizabeth (1602)
was issued summoning John Harpur esq., to appear "coram nobis in

dicta cancellaria nostra"\.o answer the petition of Nicholas Okeover.

The reply of John Harpur to the bill of complaint of

Nicholas was taken at Swarkeston, co. Derby, on the I2th of

January, 45 Elizabeth (1603), and states "that the said Philipp

being so seised and having a purpose and resolution to establish

the same in his name and blude for longe as yt should please

God to permitt the same," the tripartite indenture had been

made conveying the manors, lands, etc., to William Knyveton,
Richard Bagott, the defendant, and Richard Ensor, and one part

of the said indenture was delivered to the defendant in trust at

the request of the said Philipp, so that "he should keepe the

same for the god (sic) and benefitt of the house of the said

Philip, and that the defendant should not deliver the said parte

of the indenture unto any person or persons whatsoever, or suffer

the same to be seen during the lyffe of the said Philippe without

his consent, which trust this defendant promised to perform, and

in respect thereof this defendant did refuse to showe the said

parte of the said indenture unto the complainant, and to one

Mr. Crumpton a counsellor at the lawe, and to one Mr.

Farrington, or any of them being about one yeare last past (when)
thereunto required by the complainant."

The reply goes on to admit that the said Humfrey Okeover

was dead, and that the complainant was his son and heir, and

likewise that Ralph, son of Rowland, and all the other sons of

the said Rowland were dead without issue male of their bodies,

but denies that the defendant or the said Philip and Rowland

or either of them by his consent or to his knowledge have

combined, practised, or gone about to make or contrive any estate

or estates of the said premises to themselves or to any other

1

Chancery Proceedings, 45 Elizabeth, No. 34.
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person or persons since the levying of the said Fine, all which

matters the defendant was "readye to aver and prove as this

Honorable Court shall award and he humbleye prayeth to be

dismissed forth of the same Court with his reasonable costs and

charges in this behalfe wrongfully sustayned."
1

Philip probably died before any judgment was pronounced
in the suit, and the birth of a male heir to Rowland Okeover in

1606 rendered nugatory all the proceedings. The cause of the

secrecy imposed upon the feoffees of 1590 was doubtless the

Queen's letter
;
the quarrel was never made up, for it will be

seen by the Inquisition taken after the death of Roland Okeover

in 1610, that Philip had likewise bequeathed to the latter all the

lands in Mapleton and Yeldersley which were not in settlement.

Philip died on the 3Oth of July, 1610, and the following

Inquisitions were taken after his death.

DERBY.

Writ of "diem clausit extremum " annexed dated at Westminster,

22nd August [1604].

Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Derby, 24th September, 2 James I.

(1604), before Thomas Tye, esquire, escheator, and John

Bullocke, esquire, feodary, after the death of Philip Okeover,

esquire, by the oath of William Gilbert of Mickeover, gentle-

man, Robert Hant, Francis Bruckshawe, William Trubshawe,

John Gregson, George Gregson, William Meriman, Christopher

Bentley, John Richardson, Edward Newton, William Smyth,
Robert Walker, Robert Whiniard, Hugh Royle, William Revet,

Richard Mesham, William Meakin, William Henshawe, and

Thomas Hill
;
WHO SAY that Philip Okeover was seised of

the manors of Okeover, Woodhowses, Casterne, Ham, and

Swynscowe, in the county of Stafford, with messuages and

lands there
;
and of the manor of Atlowe

;
and lands there

and in Snelston, county Derby, which Nicholas Okeover,

gentleman, lately held for his life, and other lands in Atlowe,
in his demesne as of fee tail, with Remainders to Roland

Okeover and Humphrey Okeover and their issue male, and in

1

Chancery Proceedings, 45 Elizabeth, No. 34.
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default of such issue to remain to the right heirs of said Philip :

likewise of the manors of Snelston, Mapleton, and Yeldersley,and
lands there and in Ashborne in his demesne as of fee : and so

seised, an indenture was made 2Oth October, 32 Elizabeth

(1590) between the said Philip on the one part, the said Roland

and Ralph his son on the second part, and the said Humphrey
on the third part [recited in English] whereby the said Philip

agreed that before the feast of St. John the Baptist next

coming (at the cost of the said Roland Okeover of London,

gentleman, brother of the said Philip) he would convey to

William Knyveton of Bradley, co. Derby, Richard Bagott of

BlyfTeild, co. Stafford, John Harpour of Swarkeston, co. Derby,

esquires, and Richard Endsour of Abbottes Bromley, Stafford,

gentleman, all the manors and lands in the counties of Stafford

and Derby which he inherited from his brother Raphe
Okeover, esquire, to the following uses : The manor and lands

of Atlowe to the use of Margaret, wife of said Philip, for life,

as jointure, and after her death or refusal of said jointure, to

the said Philip, with remainders to his sons in succession, and

their issue male, and in default to the said Rowland, for life,

and then to his son the said Raphe Okeover, gentleman, and his

issue male, with remainders to the other sons of said Roland and

their issue male, and in default, to the said Humphrey Okeover

of Stapleford, Notts, gentleman (son of Roger Okeover uncle

of said Philip, deceased), with remainders to Nicholas and

Francis and other sons of said Humphrey and their issue male,

and to John Okeover of London, gentleman,
" now a captaine

at the seas," son of John Okeover, gentleman, deceased, and

to Morris Okeover of Myckelover, Derby, husbandman, and

Thomas Okeover of Dunington Castle, Leicester, husbandman,
and their issue male, and in default to the right heirs of Raphe
Okeover, deceased, and of the said Philip Okeover, for ever

;

and the residue of his manors and lands to the use of said

Philip, for life, and then to his eldest son, and his issue

male, with remainders as above, Provided that if any of the

above being rightfully seised of the said lands, shall go about

to make conveyance of the same contrary to this indenture,

the lands shall be forfeit, and pass to the next heir, and

Provided that it should be lawful for said Philip to assign the
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lands in co. Derby to any wife or wives whom he might marry
after the death of said Margaret, as jointure ;

and Provided

that it shall be lawful for the said Philip, or any of the heirs

male aforesaid lawfully inheriting, to assign lands in the county
of Derby of the yearly value of ^50 (except those set apart
for said Margaret) as jointure for the wife of such heir, for her

life
;
and that it shall be lawful for the said Philip to make

leases of any of the lands for one, two, or three lives, or for

40 years or under, except the site of the manor of Okeover

and lands in that parish now in the occupation of said Philip,

at such rent as has been paid within the last 30 years ;
and for

any heir male to make leases of any of the lands in co. Derby,

except any set apart for jointures, and except the lands

in Atlow now in the occupation of the said Philip ;
and

Provided that if any such heir lawfully inheriting shall cut

down timber unnecessarily to the value of 80, the manor and

lands of Okeover shall be forfeit, and shall pass to the next

heir
;
And that it shall be lawful for the said Philip to assign

other uses for the lands in Mapleton and Yeldersley if he will.

For fulfilment of which indenture the said Philip levied a

fine in the octaves of St. Hilary, 33 Eliz., of the manors of

Atlow and Snelston and 40 messuages, 40 tofts, 2 water mills,

2 dovecotes, 40 gardens, 1,000 acres of land, 300 acres of

meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture, 160 acres of wood, 1,000 acres

of furze and heath, 1,000 acres of moor, and 6 rent in Atlowe,

Snelston, Mapleton, Yeldersley, and Ashborne, county Derby ;

and of the manors of Okeover, Woodhowses, Casterne, Ham,
and Swynscowe and 40 messuages, 40 tofts, i water mill,

I dovecote, 40 gardens, 1,000 acres of land, 1 60 acres of

meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture, 160 acres of wood, 1,000 acres

of furze and heath, 1,000 acres of moor, and loos, rent there,

in the county of Stafford, thereby conveyed to the said William

Knyveton, Richard Bagott, John Harpur, and Richard Endsour,

to the uses aforesaid. And the said Philip being therefore

seised of the premises in his demesne as of freehold for

life, by indenture dated 29th July, I James I. (1603), assigned

the lands in Mapleton and Yeldersley aforesaid to his own

use and to that of his heirs and assigns for ever
;
wherefore

he was thereof seised in his demesne as of fee. And on

G 2
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28th February, I James I. (1603-4) the said Philip made his will

bequeathing all the lands he held in fee simple in Mapleton,

Yeldersley, and Ham, or elsewhere in the counties of Derby
and Stafford to his brother Roland and his heirs and assigns

for ever. The said Philip died 3<3th July last past (1604), Jane

Ashley, wife of Anthony Ashley, knight, is his daughter and

next heir, and is aged 30 years and more. And the aforesaid

Margaret is still alive. They further say that the manor and

lands in Snelston are held of Elizabeth Basset as of her manor of

Gryndon, co. Stafford, in socage by fealty only, and are worth by
the year, clear, 20. The manor and lands of Atlowe are held of

William Knyveton, esquire, as of his manor of Moggington, in

socage, by fealty and rent of I2d., and are worth by the year,

clear, 20. The lands in Yeldersley are held of John Whyrhall,

gentleman, as of his manor of Yeldersley, in socage, by fealty

only, and are worth by the year, clear, 4 marks. The lands in

Mapleton are held of the said Elizabeth Basset as of her manor

of Mapleton, in socage, by fealty only, and are worth by the

year, clear, 10 marks. 1

STAFFORD.

Writ of " diem clausit extremum "
annexed, dated at

Westminster, 22nd August [1604.]

Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Utoxeter, 26th September, 2 James I.

(1604), before John Wedgewood, esquire, escheator, and

Edmund Waringe, esquire, feodary, after the death of Philip

Okeover, esquire, by the oath of Anthony Foster, of Broad-

head Hall, gentleman, William Norman, William Chawner,
Thomas Master, gentleman, Richard Startin, Thomas Midleton,

William Howecocke, William Amery, Richard Harine, John

Jenning, Thomas Harris, Michael Foster, Thomas Lalon,

Thomas Harrison, William Wall, George Holden, John Clarke

and Richard Pixley ;
WHO SAY that the said Philip Okeover

was seised of the manors of Okeover, Woodhouses, Casterne,

Ham and Svvynscowe [&c., see under Derby}. They further

say that Thomas Meverell, gentleman, was seised in his

1

Inqn. p.m., Series II, Vol. 289, part 2, No. 91, Public Record Office.
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demesne as of fee of a messuage and lands in Ham and

Casterne, in the tenure of William Bamford and so being seised

by indenture dated I4th August, 38 Elizabeth (1596), between

the said Thomas Meverell, of Longe Compton otherwise

Compton Basset, in the county of Wilts, on the first part,

Francis Meverell of Throwley, in the county of Stafford,

esquire, on the second part, and the said Philip Okeover of

Okeover, on the third part, he conveyed the premises to the

said Francis Meverell, to the use of the said Thomas Meverell

and Jane his wife, for life, and then to the use of the said

Philip Okeover and his heirs for ever Thomas Meverell is

dead, but Jane still lives. The said Philip Okeover made his

will 28th February, I James I. (1603-4), bequeathing the said

lands in Ham and Casterne (among other things), to his

brother Roland and his heirs for ever. [For date of death and

heir, see the Derbyshire Inquisition^

The manor of Okeover and lands there and in Woodhowses,

Ham, Casterne and Swynscowe (except the premises purchased
of Thomas Meverell), are held of William Lord Pagett in free

socage, by fealty and a rent of 26s. Sd. payable at the feast of

St. Martin in Winter, and are worth by the year, clear 28 6s.

The lands purchased of Thomas Meverell are held of Robert

Port, gentleman, as of his manor of Ham in free socage, by

fealty and a rent of 2s. 6d., and are worth by the year, clear,

I OS.
1

At the date of the Subsidy granted to the Queen by Parlia-

ment in 1576, Philip was assessed under Ham at two Light
Horse. 2 In 1585 he served as High Sheriff for Staffordshire.

According to the Pedigree at Okeover, Philip married Margaret,

daughter of William Dethick of Newhall, co. Derby, and widow
of Thomas Finderne, of Finderne, co. Derby. The Visitation of

Staffordshire of 1583, which was made during the lifetime of

Philip omits her Christian name but calls her the daughter of

Dethicke, of Newhall. The same Visitation states that Jane
the only daughter of Philip, was married to Thomas, the second

son of Sir Thomas Cokayn of Ashborne. If this is authentic,

1
Inqn. p.m., Series II, Vol. 289, No. 92.

2
Staffordshire Collections>

Vol. Ill, part 2, p. 17.
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and it can hardly be otherwise,
1 Sir Anthony Ashley must have

been her second husband. Sir Anthony died in 1631, leaving an

only daughter Anne, who married Sir John Cooper, the ancestor

of the present Earl of Shaftesbury. The son of Sir John

Cooper was the first Earl, the Achitophel of Dryden, and the

famous member of the Cabal in the reign of Charles II.

ROWLAND OKEOVER, 1604-1610.

Rowland succeeded his brother Philip in 1604. According
to the limitations of the deed of 1590 he should have succeeded

to the whole of the Okeover estates, but Sir Anthony Ashley
refused to acquiesce in the disinheritance of his wife and appears
to have taken possession of the property. At Trinity term

3 James I. (1605), with the assistance of Nicholas Okeover the

plaintiff in the Chancery suit of 1602, he levied a fine by which

the manors of Atlow and Snelson, co. Derby, and the manors

of Okeover, Woodhouses Casterne, Ham and Swynscow co.

Stafford, were settled on himself and John Hancok arid the

heirs of Anthony.
2 Between this date, however, and the death

of Rowland in 1610, the latter must have recovered the property
for the Inquisition on his death states that he died at Okeover.

The Staffordshire Inquisition is unfortunately no longer, in

existence, but the Derbyshire Inquisition shows that Rowland

died seised of the manors of Atlow and Snellestone, and as it

states that he died at Okeover, it may be presumed that he

had recovered possession of all the manors and lands named
in the Indenture of 32 Elizabeth.

Rowland, in fact, besides having the legal right on his side must

have been a formidable opponent even to a man of the political

importance of Sir Anthony Ashley for he was a man of

substance in the City of London and a member of the rich

Guild of the Merchant Tailors. His first wife was Sibil, the

daughter of Henry White, a considerable Bristol merchant, and

one of the richest citizens of London. By her he was father of

Ralph Okeover, who married Dorothy the daughter of Richard

1
Philip Okeover was one of those summoned by Glover, Somerset Herald, to

record their descents and arms, but as he did not appear his pedigree in the Visitation

is not certified by him. See Vol. Ill, Staffordshire Collections, part 2, p. 7.
2
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, New Series, p. 5.
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Bagot of Blithfield. Richard Bagot was Sheriff of co. Stafford

in the 6th and 2/th years of Queen Elizabeth, and played an

important part in the precautions taken for the safe custody of

Mary Queen of Scots during her imprisonment in Chartley Castle.1

Upon his ejectment from the manors and lands named in

the Indenture of 32 Elizabeth, Sir Anthony filed a bill in

Chancery against Rowland to obtain possession of all the

personal effects of Philip Okeover and the lands in Mapleton,

Yeldersley, Heywood and Ham, which had been left to Rowland

by his brother's will. In his bill of claim he alleged that these

lands and effects had been conveyed to Rowland upon trust

only, for the benefit of Jane the daughter and heir of Philip.

The case will be best understood by the Chancery proceedings
which follow.

To the right honourable Thomas Lord Elesmer, Lord

Chauncellor of England.

Vicesimo Tercio Novembris, 1607.

2 3rd November, 1 607.

In humble manner sheweth unto your Lordship Sir Anthony
Ashley knight one of the Clarkes of his Majesty's most honorable

privy councell, And dame Jane his wief daughter and heire of

Phillip Okeouer late of Okeouer in the County of Stafford

esquire deceased. That whereas he the said Phillip Okeouer,
was in his lief time lawfully seised of the Mannors of Okeouer

Atlow and Snelston and of diuers other lands tenements and

hereditaments in the Counties of Stafford and Derby of a great

yerely value, And was also lawfully possessed of diuers goods
and Chattellis amounting to the value of 2,000/2'. ,at the least,

and haveing issue your Supliant Dame Jane his only child and

heire, he the said Philip did convey assure in his lief time, unto

his brother Rowland Okeover all the said Mannors and other

lands amounting to the yeerely value of 8oo//'.
2

at the least,

purposing and intending to bestow all or the most part of his

goods and Chattelles and some smale parcelles of land in

Mapleton Yeldersley Heywood and Ilarn, being of little value

upon your Supliant dame Jane who was by the course of law
1 See p. 138, Vol. V, New Series si Staffordshire Collections.

2 The reader should compare this value with the valuation given, of the same

lands, in the Inquisition, p.m. The latter were merely conventional.
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inheritable to all the said Manners and lands which were so

conveyed to the said Rowland and by him now enioyed yet not

being willing (as it should seeme) through the perswacion of the

said (Rowland Okeover) that your Supliant Sir Anthony should

intermeddle or be acquainted therewithal did thereupon resolue

to deuise and bequeath to the said Rowland Okeover the same

smale quantities of land and goodes which he intended to confer

vpon your Supliant dame Jane Neuertheles vpon speciall trust

and Confidence as concerning the said landes for the only benefit

of your said Supliant Dame Jane and her daughter and for and

concerning the said goodes and Chattelles to the only benefit of

your said Supliant dame Jane, which trust the said Rowland
did promise to performe and therevpon about the Moneth of

February in the yeere of Our Lord God 1603, The said Phillip

Okeover did make his last will and Testament in wryting, and

thereby did deuise the said lands in Mapleton, Yeldersley

Heywood and Ham to the said Rowland and his heires and all

his goods and Chattelles (except a third part of them which he

bequeathed to his wief the Mother of your Supliant Dame Jane)
to the said Rowland vpon speciall trust and confidence for the

only benefitt as concerning the said landes of your Supliant
Dame Jane and her daughter and the heires of their bodies, and

as concerning the said goods and Chattelles (except the said

third part bequeathed to his wief) for the only benefytt of your

Supliant Dame Jane and afterwards the said Phillip being so

seised and possessed died thereof so seised and possessed, by
and after whose death the said landes in Mapleton Yeldersley

Heywood and Ham and all the goods and Chaltelles deuised vnto

the said Rowland should haue accrewed and come vnto your said

Supliant Dame Jane by her said fathers intencion and meaning
in this behalf oftentimes declared. Yet so it is right honourable

That the said Rowland Okeover brother of the said Phillip who
had the benefit of so many Manners, and so much land by his

said brother Phillip and by the entaile which he thereof made to

the heirs Males of the blood and name of the Okeovers, and

doth accordingly enioy the same not being satisfied with so

great advauncement as came vnto him. But out of an ill

affeccion which he hath long borne to your Supliantes and with

an ill intent to draw also to himself that smale remnant of his
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brothers estate in his other lands reserved for your Supliant
Dame Janes advauncement, and to gaine his personall estate

also in the goodes and Chattelles, which the said Rowland well

knew was by his brother ment and intended to be conferred

vpon your Supliant Dame Jane as aforesaid
;
And consequently

that your other Supliant Sir Anthony Ashley hir husband

should then haue the benefit thereof, he the said Rowland

therefore after his brothers decease did not only enter into all

the said landes in Mapleton Yeldersley Heywood and Ham,
and take the proffittes of the same but also possessed himself of

all the goods and Chattelles of his deceassed brother, rendring
some slender accompt to the Mother of your said Supliant

Dame Jane for the third part of the goods to her bequeathed,

pretending and giveing out speeches That his said Brother by
his last will deuised and gave the same unto him and to his

owne use
;
whereas as well the said goods and Chattelles (except

the said third part bequeathed as aforesaid) as the said smale

quantities of land were deuised to the said Rowland okeover but

only in trust and vpon a secreat confidence that he the said

Rowland should not receaue or haue to his owne use or behoof

neither the Rentes issues and proffittes of the said lands in the

same will devised, nor the benefit of any the goodes and Chattelles

of the said Phillip, But with this intent, and to this only use that

he should be accomptant and answerable unto your Supliant

Dame Jane for all the benefit and profifit might arise by the

same as hath allready been fully proved before your Lordship

concerning the said lands in Mapleton Yeldersley Heywood and

Ham, and accordingly your Lordship hath vpon full heareing of

your Supliantes proofes decreed the same unto them. At which

time of the exhibiting of your Supliantes bill of Complaint in

that behalf, they not being fully nor perfectly instructed and

informed in the proceedinges held betweene the said Phillip

okeover and the said Rowland touching the. twoo partes of the

goods and Chattelles of the said Phillip so appointed vnto your
said Supliant Dame Jane, nor how he disposed of the same, nor

what his intent was for the bestowing of the said two partes of

the said goodes and Chattelles, nor of the trust committed unto

the said Rowland Okeover for the same, your Supliantes could

not then in theire said bill set forth the whole trueth of the trust
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in that behalf committed to the said Rowland, on which your

Lordship could not then decree the said twoo partes of the said

goodes and Chattelles to your Supliantes as the said lands were

decreed. But your Supliantes haue sithence both in the

examination of witnesses in the same cause as allso by further

discoucry found is apparantly true, That as well all the goods
and Chattelles of your Supliantes said father (the said third part

excepted) as allso the said lands were absolutely intended by
him to be bestowed on your said Supliant Dame Jane his

daughter whom he very deerely loued and to her only use.

And that howsoeuer the forme or words of his said will seemed

to import yet the same were in trueth by him ment to remaine

and bee for her use and benefit from whom he had drawen and

conveyed so great a portion of land as is aforeshewed. And
that he the said Rowland was for this purpose only nominated

in the said will to take the twoo partes of the said goods and

Chattelles in trust for your said Supliant Dame Jane, althoughe

no suche trust be therein expressed, which will the said Phillip

made by the perswacion of the said Rowland who procured him

to make the same purposely to prevent your Supliant Sir

Anthony Ashley of suche interest as would by the law accrew

unto him in the said twoo partes of the said goodes, if no

suche will had been made and of suche benefit as he might
haue by virtue of your Lordships order and decree in that

behalf to be made in case a Trust should be declared to the

use of your said Supliant Dame Jane, or that the same should

by any meanes appeare, and therefore the said Rowland procured

his said brother for that end only as he pretended to forbeare to

explaine same trust in the said will and did as muche as in him

the said Rowland lay suppres the declaring thereof in any sort,

that it might not come to light whereby he might with the

more facillitie effect his purpose to convert them to his owne

benefit which was intended to your said Supliant Dame Jane.

Promiseing neuertheles to his brother in his sicknes, and to

diuers others in the lief time of the said Phillip Okeover to

performe the same trust to your Supliant Dame Jane with these

words videlicet. Brother Phillip god forbid that I should not

performe the Trust to be reposed in me by you for the benefit

of your daughter, and further said that he had nothing to doe
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with the said goods but to receaue and pay over to your Supliant
Dame Jane, and that he was to take no benefit or proffit by the

said will and did sundry tymes offer to convey and make over

all the said goods to the said Jane or to any other whom shee

would appoint, with many other like speeches apparantly

prooveing and manefesting such trust. But now sithence his

brothers decease doth disclaime in any knowledge of such intent

of his brother vnto his daughter and denieth that any such trust

was vnto him comitted but haueing possessed himself of all the

said goods and Chattelles (and of some good porcion of the said

third part of the goods bequeathed to your Supliantes said

Mother) doth now challenge the same in his owne right as

being deuised vnto him absolutely by his brother without any
confidence or trust other then according to the tenor of the

words of suche his will. Now forasmuch as your Supliantes
can evidently prove all the premisses, and that their said

Father Phillip Okeover did purpose and meane, that twoo

partes of his goods and Chattelles, should remaine and come
to your said Supliant Dame Jane as aforesaid and also, that

the same were deuised vnto the said Rowland by his owne

perswacion vpon trust and confidence only and not to his owne

use, and to prevent your Supliant Sir Anthony Ashley of them,
and with promise neuertheles, That he would not take any
benefit thereby himself, But convert them to the vse of your

Supliant Dame Jane, which he now refuseth, and contrary to

all right Equitie and Conscience doth clayme and convert the

same to his owne vse as aforesaid. Maie it therefore please

your good Lordship for your Supliantes releif in the premisses

and for the executing of this trust to the said Rowland

committed, as in all reason he ought to graunt vnto your

Supliantes his Majestys writ of Subpoena to be directed to

the said Rowland Okeover, thereby comaunding him at a

certen daie and vnder a certeine paine therein to be limitted

personallie to appeare before your good Lordship in this

Honourable Court of Chauncery to answer herevnto and suche

order touching and concerning the premisses to stand to and

abide, as to your good Lordship shall seeme to stand with

equitie and good conscience. And your Supliants shall pray for

your Lordships long and prosperous health.
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The answere of Rowland Okeouer esquier defendant to

the bill of Compleint of Sir Anthony Asheley

knight and Dame Jane his wife Compleinantes.
The said defendant saving to himselfe all advantage of

excepcon to the incertentie and insufficiencie of the said bill

saieth that the same bill as he thinketh was devised contrived

and exhibited unto the honourable Court against him of purpose

to putt him this defendant to wrongfull vexacon Costs and Charges
in the lawe without any iust cause of suite and the rather for that

the said Compleinantes have prosecuted a suit in this honorable

Court against this defendant touching the same matters that are

contained in this bill as he conceaveth it and as by the same bill

and suit and proceedinges thereupon wherunto for more certentie

he referreth him selfe more plainely it may appeare wherof he

humblely prayeth the Consideracon of this honorable Court and

consideracon to be had of his double vexacon in this behalfe

Neverthelesse for further answere and satisfaccon of this honorable

Court this defendant sayeth as touching the Manners of Okeouer

Atlow and Snelson and other landes tenements and heredita-

mentes of which Philippe Okeouer father of the said Dame Jane
in the said bill named is by the said bill alledged to have been

lawfully seised and to have convayed and have assured in his

life tyme to this defendant and touching the allegacon in the said

bill that the said Dame Jane was by the course of lawe inheritable

to all the said manners and landes which were so convayed to

this defendant he sayeth That long before the said Phillipp

Okeouer had any thing in the said Manners and landes or any
of them Raffe Okeouer Esquier elder brother of the said Phillipp

and of this defendant nowe deceassed was therof lawfully seised

and having three daughters of his owne yet having a desire that

the same should continue in his name did assure the same in

suche sorte as that they were to come after his decease to the

said Phillipp and to the heires males of his bodie and for default

of such issue to this defendant and to the heires males of his bodie

and after for default of such issue to others of his name and blud

as this defendant verely beleeueth for more certentie wherein he

referreth himselfe to the evidence concerning the same And

denyeth that to his knowledge the said Phillippe was euer seised
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of the said Manners and landes or of any of them of any such

estate wherby the said Dame Jane was by the Course of lawe

inheritable of all the said Manners and landes or of any parte
therof as by the said bill is most vntruly surmised to his

knowledge And as towching the said landes in Mapleton

Yeldersley Hewood and Ham devised by the said Phillippe

by his last will and testament in writing to this defendant

and his heires this defendant saieth that the said former

suite concerning the same was proceeded in till the same
came to hearing in this honorable Court and therfore hopeth that

it will not stand with the pleasure of this honorable Court nether

is it required by the said Compleinantes bill that this defendant

should now make any further answere therunto as he is informed

and thinketh and for more certentie therin referreth him selfe to

the recordes remaining in this honorable Court concerning the

same proceedinges And towching the goodes and chattells in the

said bill menconed being the onely thinges for which the said

compleinantes by this present sute seeke releefe as this defendant

taketh it he sayeth that the said Phillipp did make his last will

concerning the same in these wordes following videlicet
" Also I

give and bequeath to my loving wife Margaret Okeover the third

parte of all my goodes moveable and unmoveable whersoeuer

they be Item I give and bequeath to my loving daughter Dame
Jane Asheley my great gylt bowle Item I give and bequeath
unto Mary Ryley the some of thirteene poundes six shillinges

and eight pence of currant money of England The residue of all

my goodes and chattells whatsoeuer and whersoeuer they bee my
debtes being payed my funerall charges defrayed and my legacies

performed I will give and bequeath unto my said unto my
brother Rowland Okeover whom I make constitute and ordaine

my full and sole and onely executor of this my last will and

testament
"
as by the said last will (wherunto for more certentie

he referreth him selfe) more plainely it may appeare and this

defendant further sayeth that the said Margaret Okeouer and

Dame Jane Asheley were with the said Phillipp Okeouer in his

house at Okeouer in the said Countie of Stafford when the said

Phillipp dyed, and did best knowe of what goodes and chattells

he dyed possessed as this defendant verely thinketh And sayeth
that after the decease of the said Phillippe there was an Inventorie
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made of all the said goodes and chattells of the said Phillippe

wherof this defendant had any notice or intelligence and wherof

any parte came to this defendantes handes to his knowledge and

best remembrance which Inventorie was made and the goodes
and chattells therein contained praised in the presence and by or

with the consent or direccons of the said Compleinantes and of

the said Margaret all which goodes and chattells as the same

are therin praised at a very deare rate doe not amount to aboue

the value of one thousand thirtie six poundes and twelue pence
as by the same Inventorie (wherunto for more certentie he

referreth him selfe) more plainely it may appeare so that if the

goodes and chattells whereof the said Phillippe dyed possessed

did amount to any such value as by the said bill is alledged then

was this defendant much abused and wronged concerning the

same by concealing or keeping thereof from this defendant and

from his knowledge And moreouer this defendant saieth that

chiefly by meanes of the said Compleinantes and of the said

Margarett the funerall charges of the said Phillippe were very

chargable they desireing that the same might be performed in

such sorte as it was to this defendantes greate charges And

sayeth that the said Margaret hath had her said third parte

devided from the residue of the said goodes and chattells to the

uttermost value therof and deliuered unto her or to others by her

appoyntment and such as she was well contented therewith as he

verely beliueth And that the said bowle devised to the said

Dame Jane Asheley was deliuered to her accordingly And saieth

that he this defendant did disburse and lay forth for the said

Phillippe Okeouer in bis life tyrne diuers somes of money which

were due and oweing unto this defendant at the tyme of the

decease of the said Phillippe and hath payed or discharged for the

said Phillippe since the decease of the said Phillippe and standeth

ingaged for his debtes funerall charges about the probate of his

will and for housekeeping and otherwise all which he verely

beliueth aught to be allowed out of the goodes and chattells of

the said Phillipp these parcells following vidilicet payed and spent
at Lichfield about the probate of the said will with rideinge thither

two seuerall tymes in August and November anno domini 1604

nyne and twentie shillinges and seaven pence Item deliuered to

Richard Allsoopp servant to the said Phillipp and by his appoint-



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. 95

ment the twentie seaventh day of Aprill one thousand six hundred

and foure to make upp Balidon rent payed to Stephen Perrie for

Sir Anthony Asheley knight fiftie six shillinges and eight pence
Item more deliuered to the same Allsoppe the same day going to

London about ffinderne occasions by the appointment of the said

Phillippe five poundes and at London by this defendantes wife

twentie shillinges to diuers workmen in the life tyme of the said

Phillippe and by his appointment for worke about repairing the

houses at Okeover in Aprill and May one thousand six hundred

and foure twentie two shillinges and tenn pence for foure strickes

of lyme spent about the same reparacons the last of Aprill 1604
two shillinges To Jasper Frith servant to the said Phillippe for

one quarters wages ended at Midsomer 1604 tenn shillinges

deliuered to Phillippe Eaton to bestowe in Cattell for the said

Phillipp Okeover the twelfte of May 1604 sixteene poundes lent

to the said Phillipp Okeouer the second of May 1604 fortie shil-

linges and the fourth day of the same Moneth twentie shillinges

To Roger Dye of London grocer for diuers parcells ofwares bought
for the said Phillipp Okeover twentie three poundes three shillinges

and seaven pence for one Runlett of tenn galons canara sacke at

three shillinges the galon bought for the said Phillipp Okeover the

six and twentith day of Januarie 1603 thirtie shillinges for one

Runlett of Maligoe wyne at three shillinges eight pence the galon
at that tyme fortie shillinges and foure pence for the two Run-

lettes three shillinges for one ferkin of sweete soope deliuered to

the said Dame Asheley to the use of the said Phillipp Okeouer

and for the carriage twentie and three shilinges for six and

twentie poundes of white starche 3
U of blue starche and 2U of

dates thirteene shillinges and six pence for 3
U of almondes 5 s. gd.

for one Runlett of Malmesey and the caske nynteene shillinges

and two pence for the carriage of these last menconed parcells

from London to Okeover tenn shillinges payed to diuers persons

upon diuers occasions as by a bill of particulars therof appeareth
in March 1603 and 1604 one and fortie shillinges and foure pence
to Richard Allsopp in August 1604, which before he had layed
out for the said Phillipp Okeouer as by his bill appeared fortie

and nyne shillinges to Elizabeth Silcock in parte of payment of

a legacie giuen to her by her father and due by the said Phillipp

Okeouer three poundes for halfe a hundred of hoppes at two
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severall tymes with the carriage thirtie shillings To Anne

Wellington and Marie Jarrett by the appointment of the said

Dame Jane Asheley for theire peines with the said Phillippe

Okeouer in tyme of his sickness XX To Thomas Hart tanner

for tanning two hydes six shillinges To Charles Townleyes wife

of Ashburne in recompence of certen stuffe by her and her

husband pawned and neuer redeemed by consent and at the

request of the said Margaret Okeouer and Dame Jane Asheley
tenn shillinges Given to the servantes of the said Phillipp after

his death ouer and besides theire wages by consent of the said

Margaret and Dame Jane Asheley 30^. for a Runlett of Rennish

wine brought against the funerall of the said Phillipp and spent

then 30.?. for a Runlet of clarett wine spent then 22s. payed to

Brian Dawson painter for the Coate armor pennant skutchens

pendicilles and other hatchmentes to furnishe the funerall sixteene

pounds ;
for making the hest crest helmet sword and targett etc.

for the funerall $os. for painting the church and chauncell where

the same hearse did stand 2s. 6d. for two Keggs of Sturgeon

spent at the funerall and before 36^. To the poore on the funerall

day tenn poundes To Mathew Bate of Derbie Draper for blacke

cloth beyes and cottons given and used at the funerall one hundred

fifteene pounds seaven shillinges and tenn pence for foure yardes
and a halfe of blacke clothe bought at London for a gowne and

a hoode for this defenet 6 for the charge of houskeepinge at

Okeouer from the 23rd of August 1604 about which tyme the

goodes were praised and deuided untill or about the 29th of

September 1604 over and aboue the charges of the funerall (all

which tyme the said Ladie Asheley with her people and the said

Margarett and her servantes were resident at Okeouer and had

by theire owne appointment theire service deyett and attendance

by them selves and the said Sir Anthony Asheley also was most

parte of the said tyme at Okeover with his followers theire

proporcon which they are to contribute to the said charge in

respect they had the best service and choice and most also in

number amountes to more than fortie poundes Spent upon the

funerall day in victualls and other charges fiftee poundes To
Fraunces Babington of Derbie gent for the debt of the said

Phillipp and for bearance a hundred and one poundes To Ellen

Ensor as executrix of Richard Ensor her husband one hundred
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'poundes more to the said Ellen for the debt of the said Phillippe
20. To William Peache of Lees House in Okeover fourscore

poundes. To John Fearne of Throwley thirtie poundes. To
William Coxon of Snelson three poundes and foure shillinges.

To the said William Coxon as executor to Joane Coxon his

mother twentie poundes. To Thomas Eliot and John Tomlinson

tenn powndes. To Thomas Barber foure powndes. To Phillipp

Eaton gent eight poundes. To Thomas Tayler of Lichfeild foure

poundes fine shillinges six pence. To Thomas Tayler of

Ashburne tenn shilli igcs. To Robert Bamforth and [blank]
Brandrith fifteene shillinges. To John Morton fifteene poundes.
To Roger Ryley five poundes. All which particulars amounting
to much more then all the goodes chattells and personall estate of

the said Phillipp Okeover which haue since his decease come to

this defenetes handes as he vereley beleeueth he hath here

particularly and trouely to his knowledge and best remembrance

set downe and expressed as aforesaid for the better satisfaccon

of this honorable Court and of the Compleinantes them selues

and to the end it may the better appeare how litle cause the

Compleinantes haue to prosecute this sute in this honorable

Court against him the said defenetes if there had beene any such

trust in him reposed concerning the said goodes and chattells as

by the said bill is alledged which he denyeth to his knowledge
besides diuers other sommes of money layed out by this defendant

and due to be allowed unto him and diuers other debtes due or

owing by the said Phillipp as he verely thinketh yet due, and for

which he is answerable as he is informed and beleeueth, all the

particulars wherof he cannot now so precisely and particularly

expresse Without that that the said Phillipp Okeover did convay
and assure in his life tyme to this defendant the said Manners of

Okeover, Atlow and Snelson and other landes amounting to the

yearly value of eight hundred poundes at the least purposing or

intending to bestowe upon the said Dame Jane all or most parte

of his goodes and chattells and some small parcells of land in

Mapleton, Heywood, Yeldersley and Ham or that she was by
course of lawe inheritable to all or any of the said Mannors and

landes which were so convayed to this defendant in such sorte

as by the same bill is alledged to his knowledge And this

defendant doeth acknowledge that at or about the tyme in the

H
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said bill menconed the said Phillipp Okeouer did make

his last will and testament in writting and sayeth that he did

therby will and deuise his said goodes and chattells as is before

herin expressed but denyeth that the same was upon such trust

or to the benefitt of the said Dame Jane in such sorte as by the

said bill is alledged to his knowledge And without that that

this defenet was onely nominated in the said will to take the two

partes of the said goodes and chattells in trust for the said Dame

Jane or that this defendant procured the said Phillipp Okeouer to

make the said will purposely to prevent the said Sir Anthony

Asheley of such interest as would by the lawe accrewe unto him

in the said two partes of the said goodes if no such will had beene

made or if such benefitt as he might haue by vertue of his Lord-

shipps order and decree in that behalfe to be made in case a trust

should be declared to the use of the said Dame Jane or that the

same should by any meanes appeare or that this defendant

procured his said brother for that end as he pretended to forbeare

to explaine the same pretended trust in the said will, or did so

much as in him lay to suppresse the declaring therof or that he

euer promised to his said brother to performe the said pretended
trust to the said Dame Jane or that he doeth or did euer chalenge
the said goodes and chattells or any parte therof in any other

sorte then he lawfully might doe as by the said bill is untruly

alledged to his knowledge Without that that any other matter

or thinge in the said bill contayned materiall or effectuall for this

defendant to answere unto and not herin sufficiently answered

unto confessed and avoyded trauersed or denyed is true to his

knowledge all and euerie which matter and thinges this defendant

is readie to averre and proue as this honourable Court shall award

and humblely prayeth to be dismissed forth of the same Court

with his reasonable Costes and charges in this behalfe wrongfully
sustained.

Capt apud Okeover in com: Staff: octavo die Januarii

Anno regni Jacobi dei gratia Anglie ffrancie et Hibernie

quinto et Scocie quadragesimo primo.

JOHANNE MlLWARD (?) S. HANSON.
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The replicacon of Sir Anthony Ashley, knight, and

Dame Jane hiswief, Compleinantes, to the Answer
of Rowland Okeouer, esquier, defendant.

The said Compleinantes mainteine theire bill of Complaint
by them into this honorable Court against the said defendant

exhibited, and every matter and thing therein conteyned to be

true certen and sufficient in the lawe to be answered unto in

suche sort and manner as the same are in and by the said Bill

trulie set forth and declared, and saie that the answer of the

defendant is not only in the materiall pointes therof untrue but

also very uncerteine and insufficient in the law to be replied vnto.

The benefit and advauntage of excepcon to the incertenties and

insufficiencies of which said answer being vnto this Compleinantes
now and at all times hereafter saved and reserued, then and no!

otherwaies for Replicacon therevnto theis Compleinantes saye in

every matter and thing as in and by their said bill of Compleint

they have trulie set forth and alleadged, and the same will averr

and prove as this honorable Court shall award. Without that

that Raphe Okeouer in the answer named made suche Convey-
ance and assurance of the landes and hereditamentes in the bill

menconed as in the said Answer is surmised. Or that the said

Phillip Okeouer in the bill named was never seised of the

manners and landes in the bill menconed of any suche estate

whereby this Compleinant Dame Jane was by course of the lawe

inheritable of the said manners and landes or of anie part therof

as in the said Answer vntruely is pretended. And without that

that the Inventorie of all the goodes and Chattelles whereof the

said Phillip Okeouer died possessed amounted to no greater

summe then in the Answer is surmised. Or that all the goodes
and Chattelles wherof the said Phillip died possessed which came

to the handes of the said defendant or wherof he had anie

notice or intelligence were conteyned or Comprised in the

Inventorie in the said answer menconed or that such goodes and

Chattelles as were Conteyned in the same Inventorie were

prized at a deare rate or to the value therof in manner and forme

as in the saide Answer is declared and pretended. For theis

Compleinantes saie that the said Phillip died possessed of goodes
to the value in the bill menconed and set forth And without that

H 2
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the said Margaret in the Answer named had hir third part of

the goodes and Chattelles whereof the said Phillip died

possessed, to the vttermost value therof in manner and forme as

in the said Bill of Complaint is pretended and alleadged. And
without that that the said Phillip Okeouer stoode indebted at

the time of his death to the said defendant in any such Somme
or Sommes of money as in the said Answer is surmised. Or

that since the death of the said Phillip he the said defendant,

hath paied or disbursed or standith ingaged for such seuerall

Sommes of money and in such sort and manner as in the

said Answer is also surmised. Or that the same seuerall

Sommes of money in the said Answer supposed to be

disbursed or laid out by the said defendant, or for which

he supposeth he hath ingaged him self since the death

of the said Phillip are or ought to be allowed unto

him the said defendant out of the goodes whereof the said

Phillip died possessed in manner and forme as in the said

Answer is also pretended. And without that, that the said

defendant hath disbursed or laid out more money in discharging

of the supposed debtes and legasies and funerall expences in

the Answer surmised then all the goodes and Chattells of the

said Phillip amounted vnto in manner and forme as in the said

Answer is verie vntruely alleadged And without that that any
other matter or thing in the said Answer Conteined materiall

or effectual 1 in the lawe to be replied vnto and herein by theis

Complainantes not sufficiently replied vnto Confessed and

avoided trauersed or denied is true in manner and forme as

in the said answer is alleadged and pretended. All which theis

Complainantes will aver and proue as this honorable Court shall

award, and pray as in and by their said Bill they have praied.
1

There is no record of any judgment having been delivered

before the death of Rowland which took place about eighteen

months after this date.

In the same year that Rowland succeeded his brother

Ralph, viz., in 1604, he married a second wife, Anne Needham,
and settled upon her and her issue the lands in Mapleton,

Yeldersley, and Ham, which had been bequeathed to him by

1
Chai.cery Proceedings, James I., A 2/10, Public Record Office.
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his brother's will. In the fine which was levied for this purpose
at Trinity term 3 James I. (1604), this estate is described as

consisting of 4 messuages, 3 cottages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards,

80 acres of arable land, 160 acres of meadow, 300 acres of

pasture, 20 acres of wood, and 300 acres of furze and heath and

common of pasture in Mapleton and Yeldersley, co. Derby
and a messuage and garden and orchard, 50 acres of arable

land, 30 acres of meadow, 50 acres of pasture, 10 acres of

wood, 200 acres of furze and heath and common of pasture in

Ham, co. Stafford. 1 The marriage portion of Anne was 400*

Ralph the only son of Philip had died in 1598 without leaving

any issue,
3 and this second marriage of Rowland contracted in

his old age no doubt added to the bitterness of feeling between

him and Sir Anthony Ashley, for up to this date there was

every chance that Jane Okeover might succeed to the property
under the settlement of 32-33 Elizabeth. At the same sittings

of the Court, viz., of Trinity 3 James I. (1604), when the above

fine was levied, Sir Anthony levied the fine respecting the

manors of Atlow, Snelstone, and Okeover which has been

mentioned on p. 86, and from the time of Rowland's marriage up
to his death, there was continual litigation between the two.

Rowland died at Okeover on the /th of May, 1610. The
Staffordshire Inquisition taken after his death has been lost, but

the Derbyshire Inquisition is extant and is as fellows:

DERBY.

Writ of "diem clausit extremum" dated at Westminster, 1 5th

May, 1610.

Abstract.

INQUISITION taken at Derby 28th May, 8 James I. (1610),

before Francis Cooke, esquire, John Bullock, esquire, feodary,

and Edmund Warynge, gentleman, after the death of Rowland

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, New Series, p. 5.
a

Inquisition p.m. on Rowland Okeover, 1610. A marriage portion of ^"400 in

ready money, in the reign of James I., would be equivalent to about ^200 a year at the

present day ; for instance, ^400 must be multiplied by 5 to give its equivalent value in

modern money, it would therefore amount to a capital sum of 2,000, and the

current rate of interest in the reign of James I, was ten per cent. Shakespeare in his

will directs his executors to pay ten per cent, on all his legacies.
3 He was buried at Snelston, 6th of March, 1597-98. (" Brownes of Bechworth

Castle," by Mr. Pym Yeatman, 1903.)
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Okeover, esquire, by the oath of Robert Hunt of Aston,

gentleman, John Richardson, gentleman, etc.; who say that

some time before the death of the said Rowland one Philip

Okeover, esquire, deceased, brother of the said Rowland, was

seised of the manor of Atlowe, in the county of Derby, and

of a messuage and divers lands to the said messuage pertaining,

in Snelstone, co. Derby, which Nicholas Okeover, gentleman,

deceased, formerly held for his life, and of divers other messu-

ages and lands in Atlowe in his demesne as of fee tail, viz. : to

the said Philip and the heirs males of his body lawfully begotten,

with remainders to the said Rowland Okeover and his issue

male, and to Humphrey Okeover, gentleman, and his issue

male, and in default of such, to the said Philip and his heirs for

ever, and of the manors (sic)
1 of Snelleston, Mapleton, and

Yeldersley, co. Derby, and of lands, etc., there, and in Ashbourne,

in his demesne as of fee. And the said Philip so being seised a

fine was levied on the octaves of St. Hillary 33 Elizabeth (see

Inq. p.m., Philip Okeover), to the uses mentioned in certain

indentures bearing date 2Oth October, 32 Elizabeth. By virtue

whereof the said Philip was seised of the said manors, lands,

etc., and by his last will dated 28th February, 1603, he

bequeathed the said tenements in Mapleton, Yeldersley, and

Ham, and his fee simple lands in the counties of Derby and

Stafford to the said Rowland his heirs and assigns for ever, who
entered on the premises after the death of the said Philip,

and on the i5th of October, 2 James I. (1604) by his deed in

writing, for his goodwill towards Anne, his wife, and in consider-

ation of .400 paid by her friends, he granted to Sir John

Harpur, of Swarkston, co. Derby, Walter Baggott, of Blythfeild,

co. Stafford, esquire, and Anthony Bagott, of Coulton, co.

Stafford, gentleman, all his messuages and lands in Mapleton
and Yeldersley, co. Derby, and in Ham, co. Stafford, to the use of

the said Rowland and Anne and the heirs of their two bodies

lawfully begotten, and for default of such issue then to the use

of the said Anne and her heirs for ever. The said Anne is as

yet alive, and the said Rowland and Anne had between them

lawfully begotten one Humphrey Okeover now living. And

1
Sic, in original Inquisition, but the sentence should run "manor of Snellestone

and lands in Mapleton and Yeldersley
"

; see next page.
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Ralph Okeover, son of the said Rowland, died in his father's life-

time without issue. Afterwards the said Rowland Okeover died

at Okeover /th May, 1610.

The lands in Yeldersley are held of John Whithall, gentle-

man, as of his manor of Yeldersley by fealty only, and are worth

by the year clear 4 marks. The lands in Mapleton are held of

Elizabeth Basset as of her manor of Mapleton, by fealty only,

and are worth by the year clear 10 marks. The manor of

Atelowe and the lands there are held of William Knyveton,

esquire, as of his manor of Mogginton, by fealty and rent of 1 2d.
y

and are worth by the year clear 20.

The manor and lands of Snelleston are held of the King as

of his Honor of Tutbury, parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, by
the service of half a knight's fee and are worth by the year clear

20. Humphrey Okeover is his son and next heir, and was

aged 4 months on the 2nd of February last past ( 1609-16 lo).
1

Besides his son Ralph, who predeceased his father, Rowland
had by his first wife, three daughters, viz., Elizabeth, who married

Edward Phillips, a merchant of London and a member of the

Guild of the Skinners
; Susan, married to Thomas Franknelle

another citizen of London, and a member of the Goldsmiths'

Company ;
and Sarah, who died unmarried. 2

HUMPHREY OKEOVER, 1630-1639.

According to the Inquisition, taken after his father's death,

Humphrey would come of age on the 2nd November, 1630.

If this date is correct, he must have been a remarkably

precocious young man, for the family Bible at Okeover, shows

his eldest son, Rowland, was born on the ipth July, 1624, when

Humphrey would be aged 15^ years.
3 As Swinscoe was held

of the Crown by knight's service, he must have been in

ward to the Crown, and the wardship and marriage was

1

Inquisition p.m., 8 James I., Series II, Vol. 319, No. 178, Public Record Office.

2 Visitation of Staffordshire by Glover, Somerset Herald, 1583. Vol. Ill,

Staffordshire Collections, Part II.

3
Although improbable, it is not an impossible contingency, for in the case of

these child marriages contracted in the seventeenth century, the young couple were

allowed access at a very early period, in order to entitle the wife to her dower, in

the event of her husband dying before coming of age, and for the fulfilment of the

contract of marriage.
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probably purchased either by his mother, or by his stepfather,

Sir Oliver Cheney : to whose daughter Martha he had been

married when under age.
1

The year after he came of age, Humphrey was Sheriff of

co. Derby, and amongst the State Papers there is a mandate

to him as Sheriff to call upon the Justices of the Peace to

report on the measures taken for the relief of the poor, dated

1st June, 1632. In the same year a warrant was sent to him

to discharge from his custody Sir Henry Merry, of Barton,

co. Derby, who had made composition with the Commis-

sioners for compounding with recusants to pay an annual

sum to His Majesty for his lands in the counties of Derby
and Leicester. 2

Two years afterwards, viz., in June, 1654, articles were

exhibited against him in the Court of High Commission. This

Court had been established in 1583 to assert the jurisdiction of

the Crown over all matters ecclesiastical and spiritual. By its

provisions all ministers and officers, spiritual and temporal were

bound to take an oath, acknowledging the sovereign as the only

supreme governor of the realm, as well in spiritual or eccle-

siastical things, or causes temporal. At the date in question,

the jurisdiction of the Court had been greatly extended by

Archbishop Laud and materially affected the interests of

laymen. For breaches against the moral or canonical law, the

laity were subjected to public penances or imprisonment, and

these punishments were enforced by the civil power.
3 On the

2 1st of June, 1634, Humphrey Oakover, of co. Stafford, having
been cited before the Court, appeared and took oath to answer

articles.

26th June. A commission was issued to try the case.

Qth October. Humphrey Oakover to be attached, and his

bond certified if he did not appear on the next Court Day.

1
Pedigree at Okeover.

2 State papers printed, Record Series. For an account of the compositions paid

by Recusants, see Vol. V, New Series, Staffordshire Collections, pp. 127 and 174.
3 As an instance of this, I may quote the case of Sir Robert Howard, who had

rescued Lady Purbeck when sentenced to a public penance for adultery. He was

imprisoned in the Gate House at Westminster for three months. In 1641, after the

Court had been abolished by the Long Parliament, Archbishop Laud was fined ^500
as amends to Sir Robert for this prosecution.
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3Oth October. Commission opened and adjourned.

6th November. Witnesses sworn to give evidence.

27th November. Publication ordered. Oker's (sic) defence

to be put in and proved this vacation.

iSth June, 1635. Humphrey Oker's case. A commission

opened.
22nd October, 1635. Humfrey Oaker's (sic. Commission

brought up, depositions taken on bthalf of Mr. Oaker

to be published.

4th February, 1635-6. Humfrey Oaker's cause committed

to report.

None of the proceedings of the High Commission Court are

extant except the short notices of it, calendared as above,

amongst the State Papers. As Humphrey's marriage could not

be called in question, and as he was a layman, not subject to

the canonical laws except for breaches of morality, it is

probable that his offence was of the latter character, and the

destruction of the records of the Court has deprived this

history of a piquant family scandal which would have added

materially to its interest.

Humphrey died on the 3Oth December, 1639, aged 30. By
his wife Martha, daughter of Sir Oliver Cheney, he had the

following children :

1. Rowland Okeover, born at Okeover, iQth July, 1624.

2. Thomas, born at Okeover, 9th September, 1626.

3. Katherine, born at Okeover, 3ist August, 1627.

4. Elizabeth, born at Okeover, 2nd May, 1629.

5. Martha, born at Okeover, 2nd June, 1630.

6. Humphrey, born at Egginton, 6th June, 1631, and

christened by Sir John Harpur.

7. Ralph, born 22nd March, 1632.
l

Besides these children, the Okeover Pedigree names
another daughter, Mary, married to Thomas Rudyard. The
same pedigree states that Thomas, the second son, married

Lettice, daughter of Thomas Corbin, of Corbins Hall,

co. Stafford.

Ralph married Constance, daughter of Roger Hunt, Esq.,

and widow of John Port, Esq., of Ham.
1 From the family Bible now at Okeover.
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Catherine, the third daughter, married Sir Robert Shirley,

the well-known Royalist who was imprisoned under the

Commonwealth and died in the Tower of London.

The following Inquisition was taken after the death of

Humphrey.

STAFFORD.

Delivered into Court 25th April [1640].

INQUISITION taken at Cannocke, co. Stafford, 7th April,

1 6 Chas. I. [1640], before Edmund Beresford, gentleman,

escheator, and John Birche, gentleman, feodary, after the death

of Humphrey Okeover, esquire, by the oath of Richard

Hynton, gentleman, Thomas White, gentleman, Thomas Anson,

John Byrche, Thomas Alport, Thomas Kempson, Thomas Burne,

Thomas Worsey, Abraham Ward, Walter Povey, Walter Brinley,

Thomas Ford, John Cartwright, John Richards, Richard Clarke,

Thomas Rutter, Richard Ensworth, Thomas Halfepenny, William

Nicklyn, John Iremonger, and Francis Burne
;
Who say that

Humphrey Okeover long before his death was seised in his

demesne as of fee of the manors of Okeover, Woodhouses, and

Swynscoe in the county of Stafford, And of the manors of

Atlowe and Snelston in the county of Derby ;
and of

2 messuages, 2 cottages, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow,
and 30 acres of pasture in Mapleton, county Derby ;

and

55^. "]d. rent in Snelston, county Derby; with tithes in Atlow.

And so being seised, on the morrow of Holy Trinity, 12 Charles I.

(1636), a fine was levied conveying the premises (except the

tithes in Atlow) to Thomas Gresley arid John Cell, to the

uses set forth in certain indentures between the said Humphrey
Okeover on the first part, Thomas Milward, knight, Chief

Justice of Chester, and Gilbert Sheldon, S.T.P., on the second

part, and the said Thomas Gresley and John Gell on the third

part ;
to wit, the manor of Snelston to the use of said

Humphrey for his life, and after his decease to the use of

Roland his eldest son and his issue male
;
with remainder to

Thomas his second son and his issue male, with remainder to

the right heirs of said Humphrey for ever: and the other
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manors and lands to the use of said Humphrey for his life, then"

to said Roland, for his life, with remainder to the sons of the said

Roland in succession in tail male with remainder to the said

Thomas, son of said Humphrey, for his life with divers

remainders over, and with final remainder to the right heirs of the

said Humphrey for ever
;

it being lawful for said Humphrey to

lease any part thereof at his pleasure : The said Humphrey,
being thus seised of the said premises as of his freehold, and

seised in fee simple of the tithes in Atlow, by another indenture

dated 2nd November, 15 Charles I. [1639], between the sid

Humphrey on the one part, and Thomas Milvvard, Gilbert

Sheldon, Thomas Gresley, John Gell, and John Cuffe, then

servant of the said Humphrey, on the other part, for the

payment of said Humphrey's debts and provision for his

younger children, leased to the said Thomas Milvvard, etc., the

manor of Snelston in the county of Derby, and the lands known
as Okeover little parke, le twoe pinchlees, Hawbridder, Coldwall,

[Apes] yard, Pegs posterne, Kees, two little Homes, Diford

[Bafford, le Lees], Yelly Kendall and [mill] Holme in Okeover
;

and the messuage and lands then in the tenure of Thomas

Latham, the messuage and lands in the tenure of Philip [Peach],

the woodland in Okeover called Peaches Spring, the messuage
and lands in the tenure of Ralph Tunnicliffe in Mapleton, the

close called le lady home in Okeover, the messuage and lands in

the tenure of Roger Royley in Woodhouses, the close called

Netlowe in Okeover, the messuage and lands in the tenure of

Philip Moreton in Woodhouses, the messuage and lands there in

the tenure of John Wheeldon, 3 messuages and lands in the

tenures of Milward, widow, Francis Hatfeild and Richard

Clerke in Woodhouses, 5 messuages and lands in the tenures of

John Hood, Nicholas Langford, William Cockayne, Henry
Tomlinson and Philip Maddock in the manor of Atlowe, the

close called Sowne flat tin the tenure of the said William Cockayne,
in the said manor

;
the messuage and lands there in the tenure

of Thomas Mellor, the messuage and lands there in the

tenure of William Gravenour, Atlowe myll and lands in the

tenure of Robert Cockayne, and the tithes of Atlowe (except

the messuage in Snelston then in the occupation of William

Coxon previously leased to John Cuffe for 80 years); for 100
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years from the death of said Humphrey, at the yearly rent of a

grain of pepper. The said Humphrey died 3<Dth December

last past [1639], and the said Roland is his son and next heir,

and is aged 15 on I9th July last past [1640].

The manors of Okeover and Woodhouses are held ot

William, Lord Pagett, in free socage, by fealty and a rent

of 26s. %d.
;
the premises there leased to Thomas Milward and

others are worth by the year, clear, ^10 ;
the rest of those

manors is worth by the year, clear 10
;
the manor of Swynscoe

is held of the King in chief by the hundredth part of a knight's

fee, worth by the year, clear, IDS.
;
the manor of Atlovve is held

of Andrew Knyveton, Bart., as of his manor of Moggington, in

socage, by fealty only ;
the messuages and lands in the tenures

of John Hood, Nicholas Langford, William Cockayne, Henry
Tomlinson and Philip Maddock, the close called Sovvne flatt,

the messuages in the tenures of Thomas Mellor and William

Gravenour, and Atlowe myll are worth by the year, clear, 6
;

the rest of the manor of Atlowe is worth 14 ;
the manor of

Snelston is held of William, Earl of Newcastle, and Elizabeth,

his wife, in her right, as of the manor of Gryndon by fealty

only ;
the messuage and lands there leased to John Cuffe are

worth by the year, clear, $os. ;
the rest of the manor of Snelston,

leased to Thomas Milward and others, is worth by the year,

clear, 20 marks
;

the 2 messuages and lands in Mapleton are

held of the said Earl of Newcastle, and Elizabeth, his wife, in

right of the said Elizabeth, as of the manor of Mapleton, by

fealty only ;
the messuages and lands there in the tenure of

Ralph Tunnycliff, are worth by the year, clear, $s. ;
the rest of

the lands in Mapleton are worth by the year, clear, 2os. : the

tithes in Atlow are held of the King as of his manor of East

Greenwich, by fealty, in socage and not in chief
;
those growing

on the lands in Atlowe leased to Thomas Milward and others

are worth by the year, clear, 6s. 8</. \ the rest of the tithes of

that manor are worth by the year, clear, \$s.

Martha Okeover, widow, late wife of said Humphrey, lives

at Okeover, and should have in dower the third part of the

premises.
1

1
Inquisition p.m., Series II, Vol. 493, No. 126.
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SIR ROWLAND OKEOVER, 1645-92.

The family pedigree at Okeover states that this Rowland was

a faithful adherent of Charles I. and one of those designated to

be knights of the Royal Oak after the Restoration. It should

be noted, however, that when Charles I. raised his standard at

Nottingham, Rowland was only seventeen years of age, and two

of his trustees were Thomas Gresley and John Gell, both of whom
were committed to the cause of the Parliament. His father's

experience too in the Court of High Commission would not have

prepossessed the family in favour of the ruling powers, and it speaks
well for the courage and independence of the young Rowland if

in opposition to all these influences, he took up arms in favour

of the King. The family papers at Okeover contain no reference

to his attitude during the Civil War, and it is curious and instruc-

tive to observe that this is almost invariably the case in other

families. If the family took sides with the King all the papers
of that period bearing on the war would be destroyed after the

downfall of the Royal Cause. If on the other hand a family had

favoured the Parliamentary party, all their papers were destroyed
after the restoration of the King. In every case where the deeds

of a family of any position or importance have been examined

by the present writer, he has found none relating to the contest

between 1642 and 1646.

There is proof, however, in the State Papers that the family
were looked upon as delinquents. In 1642 Parliament had

passed an ordinance, which appropriated one-fifth and one-

twentieth of all estates for the payment of their forces. These

sums were difficult to collect in many counties till after the

defeat of the King's cause, but on the i/th of December, 1646,

Martha Okeover and Rowland her son were assessed at ;i,coo
for their estates in cos. Derby and Stafford.

On the 8th of March, 1648, their estates were ordered to be

sequestered for non-payment. In the previous year, viz., in 1647,

Parliament had ordered that these assessments should be made
on delinquents only. Martha, however, obtained very favourable

terms from the Committee, for on the I3th June, 1649, they
ordered that the claim should be discharged on payment of 20.

This sum was paid on the i8th of June, and there is an order of
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the Committee that the sum of 20 to be received from Martha

Okeover and her son, was to be given to Lt.-Col. Edward Alleyn.
1

Rowland must have been married before the end of 1643, for

his eldest daughter Elizabeth was born on the Qth of October,

i644-
2 His wife was Mercy, daughter of Edmund Goodyere of

Heythrope, esquire,
3 and Elizabeth was born and christened at

her grandfather's house at Heythrope.
In 1685 Rowland Okeover was returned as one of the

Members of Parliament for the Borough of Stafford. This was

the first Parliament of James II. His colleague was Walter

Chetwynd, the well known antiquary. His return for Stafford

is dated 26th of March, 1685, and on the following iQth of April

he was knighted by James II. at Westminster. 4

According to the pedigree at Okeover Sir Rowland died in

1692. His children were:

1. Elizabeth, born at Heythrop, 9th October, 1644.

2. Martha, born at Heythrop, 8th December, 1646.

3. Humphrey, born at Corbins Hall, co. Stafford, 29th May,

1648. Sir Robert Shirley, godfather.

4. Catherine, born at Okeover, loth September, 1649.

Lady Catherine Shirley, godmother.

5. Rowland Okeover, born at Okeover, 2ist September,

1651.

6. Mercy, born at Okeover, loth May, 1654.

7. Thomas Okeover, born at Okeover, loth August, 1657.

8. Harry Okeover, born at Okeover, 28th January, i659.
5

Of these children Elizabeth married Wolston Adderley,

esquire.
6 Martha married Charles, son of Dr. Samuel Hinton of

Coventry.
7 Catherine died unmarried. Mercy married William

Trafford, esquire, of Swithamley.
8 She was buried at Okeover in

1750. Thomas married Elizabeth, daughter of John Farmer,

esquire, of Oldbury, co. Warwick. 9
By her he left issue which

eventually succeeded to Okeover on the extinction of the male

1
Proceedings of the Committee for the Advance of Money, 1642-7, printed in the

Rolls Series.
a
Family Bible at Okeover.

3 Okeover Pedigree.
4 Le Neve's Knights.

5
Family Bible at Okeover.

8 MS. Pedigree at Okeover. 7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. Ill

line of the elder branch in 1763. Henry was alive in 1699, but

appears to have died unmarried. 1

ROWLAND OKEOVER, 1692-1729.

Sir Rowland was succeeded by his second son Rowland, the

eldest son Humphrey having died without issue during the life-

time of his father. He married Elizabeth daughter and sole

heir of Sir Thomas Fetters, bart, late of Raikey or Rackheath,
co. Norfolk,

2

by whom he had issue :

1. Thomas Okeover, born 28th March, i679.
3

2. Elizabeth, born 3rd May, i68i. 4

3. Dorothy, born 23rd December, i685/'

4. Robert, born I5th February, 1692, and died an infant.
6

The two daughters, Elizabeth and Dorothy, were both buried

on the same day, the I9th of September, 1695 5
the first was aged

14, and the second between 9 and io.
f!

Elizabeth, the wife of Rowland, died in childbirth in 1705,

and was buried at Okeover, 3ist October, 1705.

Thomas, the eldest, son and heir of Rowland, married

Catherine, only daughter and heir of William Leake of Wymes-
wold, co. Leicester, Baron of the Exchequer.

7 He died in I7IO
8

in the lifetime of his father, and his wife Catherine died in 1713.

He left two sons and two daughters ;
the eldest son Leake

was born in 1701 and married Mary, daughter of John Nicholl,

esquire.

Leake Okeover is stated to have greatly diminished the

patrimony of the family by his extravagance, and the Norfolk

and Leicestershire estates were sold during his lifetime. For

many years the house at Okeover was shut up and left in charge

of the Chaplain, Jeremiah Kitching. During the absence of the

family, the Reverend Jeremiah kept up a correspondence with

1 MS. Pedigree at Okeover. * Okeover Muniments.
3
Family Bible at Okeover. 4 Ibid.

5 Ibid.
H Ibid.

7 MS. Pedigree at Okeover. The pedigree states that William Leake was made a

judge by Charles II., but would not act ; he died in 1687. At Woodseat, co. Stafford,

there was a portrait of him in judge's robes.

8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
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his master and mistress which has been preserved, and some of

it is quaint and curious. On the Qth of December, 1745, he

gives the following description of the proceedings of a portion of

Charles Edward's troops which were quartered upon him.

" Good Sir,
" We have had a dreadful time ye last week

; upon Tuesday

riight we had five lay with us, and upon Friday night as they

returned from Derby four lay with us and about seven a clock at

night came three (six) horsemen and said they wanted Armour

and plundered the House and Stables and Barns and the church :

they have taken your best Saddle trimmed with Gold Lace and

the Furniture belonging to it and your Lady's Bridle and two

other Saddles and two other Bridles and Two pair of Boots and

upon Tuesday ye young Mare and upon Satturday Morning the

grey pad Cloth at Christopher Tomlinson's they have taken : all

your Horses at Okeover we kept out of their way and saved

them all
; upon Satturday morning after they was gone came

three Ruffians and said they wanted money and took from me

eighteen pence and pick the servants' Pockets of their money
and my silver Tobacco Box. They killed none of us but

threatened us much. Mr. Boothby's Regiment joyned the Army
the last week. Joseph Robotham paid five guineas, but Edmund
Robotham and Thomas Smith paid none, Christopher Tomlinson

of Atlow has paid six Pounds : as to James Smith and Mr.

Buxton I cannot give you account cf their business, there is so

much confusion amongst us.

"
I am, Good Sir,

" Your most obedient Servant,
"
Jer : Kitching.

" My humble service to your good Lady, your good brother

Nichol,
1 and his good Niece and pray God send us an happy

meeting.

"Okeover, Staffordshire, December ye Qth, 1745."

The following letter, written a few years later, is a good

specimen of the chaplain's style, and of the local gossip which

he retailed regularly to his mistress.

1 Leake Okeover was married to Mary, daughter of John Nichol, and was

probably staying with his brother-in-law at this date.
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" Good Madam,
"

I am heartily gled that Good Mr. Okeover and Good
Madam Okeover are both well, and Mr. Tompson told me

yesterday that Mr. Doxsey and his Family were all well, and

last week I saw Mr. Doxsey and he ordered me when I wrote to

you to present his Compliments to Mr, Okeover and Mrs.

Okeover : there was a day of sale at Mrs. Leys of Ham upon

Thursday last and Mrs. Ley goes to live with her aunt Ridiard

who now lives in Compton adjoyning to Ashbourne the

LTsher of Ashbourne free school is dead Mr. Souter the late

Mr. Meynell of Bradley left three Sons and one Daughter
unmarried, and they are all come to Bradley the eldest son was

married at London and the other two sons and daughter were

inoculated at London. The eldest son's wife was born at

Gainsborough in Lincolnshire a Gentlewoman of a very good
Character and about eighteen years of Age Mr. Sparrow is

now Vicar of Ham and is with his uncle Mr. Port at Ham Mr.

Port sent me a Letter that you was so kind last year to lend him

your Pullies to draw up Stones and I lent them to him upon the

twelth of May Mr. Mundy sent a Keeper who boards at Mr.

Tomlinson's. Yesterday the first Fawn dropt, the Neighbours
are very glad that their Landlord and Landlady are both well,

Mr. and Mrs. Milward return from Shrewsbury last night and

Mrs. Milward will write to you in a short time. Madam Trott

gives her service to you both and was joyful to hear you was both

well. I have pleasant nights and I pray God that it may be an

earnest of my future State. I received your Letter upon the

fourth instant dated May the 29th, 1752. We have Prayers at

eight a clock and goes (sic) to Bed between nine and ten, the

doors being all locked, and Sarah goes with me by my room and

then up Stairs to her Bed. I thank you for your good advice

and I will take care of myself and your strong Beer and Wine
and will give as little away as possibly I can : All things are

well with us and I beg you to acquaint good Mr. Leigh that we
have begun at John Cellars Barn at Coldwall and he says it is in

their Bargain to have it tiled and if so we must have sawed

Timber. We desire as soon as possible what we must do in

this case : they are very busie in the woods felling the Trees :

I



114 THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER.

I am with hearty good wishes for the continuance of good health

to good Mr. Okeover and good Madam Okeover,
" Your obedient servant,

"
Jer : Kitching.

"
Okeover, June the 6th, 1752."

Leake Okeover died without having any issue in 1763, and his

wife Mary died in I765.
1 His brother William was a Barrister-

at-Law, and died s.p. in I/48.
2 Elizabeth the eldest daughter

of Thomas Okeover was thrice married, but left no issue. She

died in 1774. Catherine the second daughter married Edward

Wilson, esquire, of Cannock, and left an only daughter Catherine,
4

who married Morton Walhouse, esquire, of Atherstone, by whom
she had a son Edward Walhouse, who took the name and arms

of Okeover, pursuant to the will of Leake Okeover.5 He married

Margaret, daughter and sole heir of William Bowyer of

Snelston, but left no issue,
6 and the representation of the family

devolved on Haughton Farmer Okeover of Oldbury, co. Warwick,
descended from Thomas Okeover, the younger son of Sir Rowland

Okeover (see ante p. no). For this descent see the Pedigree
at the end of this history.

Haughton Farmer Okeover was born 7th September, 1776,

and served as High Sheriff of Staffordshire in 1800. He died

unmarried i8th July, 1836, and was succeeded by his nephew, the

present Mr. Haughton Charles Okeover, son of his half-brother

the Rev. Charles Gregory Okeover by his wife, Mary Ann, the

eldest daughter of General Sir George Anson, G.C.B., Governor

of Chelsea Hospital. Charles Gregory Okeover died 2nd

August, 1836, aged 33.

Mr. Haughton Charles Okeover was born I4th November,

1825, and married I2th July, 1859, the Honourable Elisa Anne

Cavendish, eldest daughter of the third Lord Waterpark, and has

issue :- -

i. Haughton Ealdred, born loth May, 1875.

1. Mabel Alice.

2. Hon. Maud, late Maid of Honour to Queen Victoria
;
mar-

ried nth October, 1887, Sir Andrew Barclay Walker,

1
Family Bible at Okeover. 3 Ibid. s Ibid.

4 MS. Pedigree at Okeover. 5 Ibid. 6 Ibid.
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Bart, of Osmaston, co. Derby, who died 27th February,

1893. She married secondly, John Frederick Lort

Phillips of Lawrenny Park, co. Pembroke.

3. Ruth Isabel, married 3rd November, 1903, Hervey Ronald

Bruce, Captain Irish Guards, eldest son of Henry J. L.

Bruce of Clifton, co. Notts, and grandson of the

Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Hervey Bruce, Bart, of Downhill,

co. Londonderry.

4. Edith Mary, married I ith August, 1891, Captain the Hon.

Herbert T. Alsopp, late loth Hussars.

5. Ethel Blanche, married 3<Dth May, 1899, Sir Peter Walker,

Bart, of Osmaston, co. Derby.
6. Lilian Mercy Mary, married 2Oth July, 1897, the Hon.

Assheton Nathaniel Curzon, youngest son of Lord

Scarsdale.

7. Mary Beatrice, died 1887.

8. Victoria Alexandrina, for whom Queen Victoria was

sponsor.

Mr. Haughton Charles Okeover is the present owner of

Okeover, and after eliminating the elder branch which ended in

a female, is the twenty-third in direct male descent from Orm
of Acovere, enfeoffed by the Abbot Nigel before the year 1113.

ARMS OF OKEOVER.

These have never varied from the fourteenth century, when

Sir Roger de Okeover bore them on his seals
;
the tinctures in

the reign of Elizabeth, as shown by Glover's Visitation of

Staffordshire in 1583, were ermine, on a chief gules, three

bezants, and these are the same tinctures as shown on the surcoat

of Humphrey Okeover in coloured glass of the reign of Henry
VIII. (see frontispiece).

Glover also allows them two quarterings as under : i. Per

pale indented sable and argent (for Atlowe) (sic). 2. Azure a

bend of lozenges argent (for Grin) (stc). Neither of these names

occur as surnames of families. Atlowe is a manor which came

to the family by marriage with a Fitz Walkeline. Grin is

probably a contraction for Grindon (Grendon on the Moors),

a manor of the Bassets, from whom they derived the manor

of Swinscoe by marriage. It will be noted that in the

I 2
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Inquisition taken after the death of Philip Okeover, at p. 84,

the jury stated that Snelston was held of Elizabeth Basset,

as of her manor of Grindon. This of course is an error,

Snelston being held of the heirs of Montgomery, but it gives

a clue to the origin of the misapprehension respecting this

quartering. Both these coats were borne with slight variations

of tincture by the family of Bermingham of Bermingham
1 and

appear to have been assumed by the Okeovers in consequence
of the marriage of Sir Roger de Okeover temp. Ed. III. with

Christine de Bermingham (see pp. 24 and 40.)

YOUNGER BRANCHES.
OKEOVER OF SHENE, co. STAFFORD.

This branch was founded by Richard, a son of Sir Hugh de

Okeover, who died about 1269 (see p. 19). At the Staffordshire

Assizes of 1272 Richard gave half a mark for license of concord

with Robert de Okovere in a plea that the said Robert should

acquit him of the service which John de Verdon claimed for the

freehold which he held of the said Robert in Shone (Shene), and

in which Robert is medius (mesne tenant) between them and

ought to acquit him.2

The fine which was levied on this occasion states that

Robert de Okovere acquitted Richard of the suit of Court which

John de Verdun demanded for a moiety of the manor of Shene,
for which Richard had been distrained by the default of Robert,

the said Richard having been distrained to perform suit of

Court every three weeks at the Manor Court of John de Verdun

at Auneton (Alton), for which acquittance Richard gave Robert

12 marks.3

This Richard married Beatrice the widow of William

de Ipstones, who had held a moiety of Casterne of Robert

de Okovere.4 At Easter, 10 E. I. (1282) the same Richard

sued William de Ippestones, Philip de Barryngton, Vivian

de Staundon and others for ejecting him from the custody
of Casterne. William de Ipstones replied for all the defendants

1 Ex inf., Oswald Barren, Esq., F.S.A., and see also Dugdale's History of

Warwickshire tinder Bermingham.
3

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, p. 200. 3
Ibid., 255.

4
Inqn. p.m. alter death of William de Ipstanes, 21 E. I.
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and pleaded that John (sic) de Ippestones his father had

held the tenements by socage, and that the custody of them

fell to Beatrice the mother of William as nearest of kin,

and Beatrice had held them for two years before she married

the said Richard and afterwards until William had reached

full age. Richard stated that the tenements were held by

knight's service of Robert de Acoure, and he was in custody
of them by a demise of Robert, until William de Ippestanes and

the other defendants had forcibly ejected him.
1 In the same

year Richard sued Adam de Chetewynd, William de Ippestanes
and others for unjustly disseising him and Beatrice his wife of a

messuage and one-third of sixteen acres of land and a hundred

acres of wood in Ippestanes. Adam stated he only claimed

through William de Ippestanes, who was under age and in ward

to him. William de Ippestanes stated that Richard and Beatrice

had never been in seisin of the tenements because William (sic)

de Ippestanes, his father, had enfeoffed in them one Petronilla

la vedue (widow), and after the death of Petronilla he had

entered as in his own right.
2 There is no record of any verdict

in either of these suits and the next appearance of Richard

is at the assizes at Wolverhampton of 22 E. I. (1294), when he

occurs as a juror in a suit respecting the dower of Joan the

widow of Sir William de Caverswalle.3

Richard was succeeded apparently by a son Robert, for in a

suit in Banco of Trinity term 8 E. II. (1315), Henry Poutrel

called Robert, son of Richard de Okoure, to warranty in a suit

respecting land in Waterfall,
4 and Robert is also named as the

Subtaxer of Shene for the collection of a subsidy in 17 E. II.

(I323)-
5

Robert was succeeded by a Richard de Okeovere, who is

named as the principal tenant at Schene in the Subsidy Rolls of

I327
6 and I332.

7 This Richard was the last of his family ;
he

left an only daughter Joan, who was married to John, son of

Richard de la Pole of Hartingdon. By a fine levied by Richard

de Okeover in 9 E. III., a moiety of the manor of Shene,

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, Part I, p. 123.

'*

Ibid., p. 151.
8

Ibid., p. 298.
4

Ibid., Vol. IX, pp. 52 and 53.
5

Ibid., p. 94.
6

Ibid., Vol. VII, p. 222,
7 Jbid. t Vol. X, p. 115.
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together with the mill, five messuages, 80 acres of land and ten

acres of meadow, were settled on Richard de Okeover for his

life, with remainder to John son of Richard de la Pole and Joan

daughter of the said Richard de Okeover and their issue, and

failing such, on the right heirs of Richard de Okeover. 1

By another fine, levied by Richard de la Pole in 8 E. III., a

carucate of land in Hertyndon, co. Derby, and the eighteenth

part of the manor of Alstanefeld, co. Stafford, were settled on

Richard de la Pole for his life with remainder to John and Joan
and their issue as in the last Fine, and failing such, on the right

heirs of Richard de la Pole.

The other moiety of Shene was held by Richard de Bentley,

and this was conveyed to John de la Pole and his heirs by a

fine levied in 25 E. III.
2

Richard de Okeover lived for some years after the date of his

daughter's marriage, and in 19 E. III. (1345) he was suing the

Bailiff of the Earl of Lancaster for taking illegal tolls from his

tenants in Shene, Alstonefeld and Grendon. This suit will be

found in Vol. XII of the Staffordshire Collections, pp. 40 and 44.

OKEOVER OF DENSTONE.

Another branch of the family was founded by a Robert de

Okeover, who married Margaret the heiress of Denstone. I

conclude this Robert was a younger son of Sir Robert de Okeover,
who flourished between the years 1220-40 (p. 15), and a brother

of the William who heads the Milwich branch.

At the sittings in Banco of Michaelmas 45-46 H. III. (1261),

the Abbot of Rocester was suing Robert de Akoure and Margaret
his wife for entering his wood of Northully and destroying the

herbage. Robert and Margaret failed to appear, and the Sheriff

was ordered to re-summon them.3 This suit was concluded by a

fine levied at Michaelmas term 47 H. III. (1263). In this fine

Robert and Margaret remitted their right to common of pasture

in the wood of Xorthully to Walter the Abbot of Rocester, for

which the Abbot quitclaimed to them and to the heirs of

Margaret all right to the homage and service of Nicholas de

Burgheston and his heirs for the tenement which Nicholas held

1
Staffordshire Collections, VoL XI, p. 140.

2
7&V., Vol. XI, p. 165.

3
Ibid., Vol. IV, pp. 149 and 251.
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of the Abbot in Denstone. At Easter term 47 H. III. (1263)
Robert de Acovere and Margaret his wife sued Thomas Batayle
for customs and services owing to them for the freehold he held of

them in Deneston.1 These suits show plainly that Margaret was
heiress of Denstone. At the Staffordshire assizes of 56 H. III.

(1272) Robert de Akovere was one of the jury of the Hundred of

Totmanslowe.

The marriage of Robert de Okeover with Margaret de

Denstone must have taken place before 1254, for the de Banco
Roll of Trinity, 3 E. I. (July, 1275), states that Margaret the wife

of Robert de Okovere appeared in Court and acknowledged the

validity of a deed of gift which her husband Robert had made
to Robert his son of the manor of Brochton, co. Derby (West

Broughton) which was of her inheritance,
2 and by a fine levied

in 5 E. I., Robert son of Robert de Acovere conceded that two

carucates of land, a watermill, and 4 $s. id. of rent in Denstone

should be held by Robert de Acovere and Margaret his wife for

their lives, to revert to him after their deaths. The effect of this

fine would have been to give Robert the father the Manor of

Denstone for his life, but the object is not very apparent, as he

would be entitled to hold it for the term of his life by the

courtesy of England.
The elder of these two Roberts appears to be identical with

the Robert de Okeover named by Dugdale in his account of

FYankton, co. Warwick. According to Dugdale, Ralph de

Frankton gave Frankton to Roger de Elmhale, who gave it to

Robert de Okeover in marriage with Alice his sister. At
Michaelmas term 19-20 E. I. (1291), Nicholas de la Lee and

Alice his wife were suing Robert de Okeover and Alice his wife

for the third of a messuage, a virgate of land and 2id. of rent in

Frankcton, and for one-third of the advowson of the Church of

Franketon, which they claimed as dower of Alice.
3

It would

appear, therefore, that Margaret was dead at this date and

Robert had married a second wife.

This took place before 1288, for in a suit respecting the

advowson of Frankton which is entered in the Coram Rege Roll

of Michaelmas 20-21 E. I. (1293) it is shown that Robert de

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. IV, p. 154.
3

Ibid., Vol. VI, Part I, p. 68. 8
Ibid., p. 201.
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Okeover and Alice his wife had sued Magister Adam de

Bodyndon for carrying on a suit in Court Christian before the

Dean of Arches in London against Nicholas Lewyn, parson of

Franketon(the clerk of Robert and Alice), respecting the advowson

of the church, and that on the Monday before the Feast of St.

Edmund the Archbishop 16 E. I. (1288) they had delivered to

Adam in Court the King's prohibition against carrying on the

suit, notwithstanding which Adam had continued the suit in

contempt of the King and Nicholas Lewyn the parson of the

church had been suspended and afterwards excommunicated
;

a verdict was given in favour of Robert and Alice at the sittings

in Banco of Easter 18 E. I. and their damages had been assessed

at loos. Magister Adam appealed against this verdict in the

Court of King's Bench (Coram Rege Roll, Mich. 20-21 E. I.) by
a writ of error, and the verdict was reversed, and Robert and

Alice were ordered to refund the loos, to Magister Adam, as it

appeared that the suit of Adam against Nicholas Lewyn had

been to recover the arrears of a pension of 6c^. a year which

were due to him. 1

At the assizes of 21 E. I. (1293), the Hundred of Totmon-

slow presented that
"
Hugh the Miller of Robert de Accovre,

Hugh son of Nicholas the Carter of Roucestre and Agnes, a

servant of Robert de Accovere were together in the house of

Robert de Accovere at Denstone, when a quarrel arose between

them, and Hugh the Miller had struck the other Hugh with an

iron rod on the head so that he died the next day. Hugh the

Miller had fled and was to be outlawed. He had no chattels

and was in no tything, as he was of the household of Robert de

Accovere."2 If the miller had not been in the household of

Robert, the tything would have been amerced for not producing
him under the old Saxon law of frankpledge.

Robert II. of Denstone was dead before Michaelmas 23 E. I.

(1295) for at that term, Sir William Wyther was suing John, son

of John de Bentleye for abducting from Lichfield Alan the son

and heir of Robert de Acovere of Westbroghton, who was under

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VI, Part I, p. 208. The abstract of the suit

given in these collections is correct, but there is evidently a confusion in the original

record between the two Alices.
2

Ibid., Vol. VI, Part I, p. 264.
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age, and whose wardship and marriage belonged to him
;

the

Sheriff of co. Stafford had been ordered to find out where the

heir was residing, and if within his Bailiwick to produce him in

Court. John did not appear, and the Sheriff returned he held

nothing within his Bailiwick, but he had goods and chattels in

co. Derby. The Sheriff of Derbyshire was therefore ordered to

attach him for the Octaves of the Purification, and as regarded the

heir, it was shown he was living in co. Warwick. The Sheriff of

that county was therefore ordered to produce him at the same

date. 1

It will be seen by the foregoing notes that in the early part

of the reign of Edward I. there were three contemporary Roberts

of Okeover, all lords of manors, viz. :

Sir Robert de Okeover of Okeover (dead in 1282).

Robert de Okeover of Denstone (living in 1297).

and, Robert, son of the last Robert, who was of Westbrogh-

ton, co. Derby (dead in 1295).

At first sight it would be supposed that Robert de Okeover

of Frankton would be identical with last named Robert, but this

is disproved by a suit on the de Banco Roll of Michaelmas, 26

E. I. (1297) in which Alan, son of Robert de Denstone sued

Robert de Okeover for waste and destruction in the lands,

houses, woods, etc., which the said Robert held by the courtesy
of England of the inheritance of Alan in Denstone. The
defendant in this suit must be evidently the husband of Margaret
de Denstone. At the same sittings of the Court, Alan sued

Richard de Okoure for waste and destruction in the same tene-

ments which had been demised to him by Robert for the life of

the latter. Robert de Okeover was evidently residing in War-

wickshire at this date and had let Denstone to his nephew
Richard, and Alan was suing his grandfather for waste and

destruction caused by Richard.

Alan, however, was still under age at this date, for there is an

entry on the de Banco Roll of Michaelmas 27 E. I. (1299) which

states that the Coroners of co. Derby had been ordered to make

diligent enquiry after Alan son and heir of Robert de Ocovere of

Westbroghton, who was under age, and whose marriage belonged
to William Wyther, and whom John, son of John de Bentleye,

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 32.
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had abducted, and if they should find him, to keep him in safe

custody, and to produce him in Court at this term, and the

Coroners returned they could not find him, and it was testified

that he was with Ralph de Shyrleye the Sheriff of the county.

They were therefore ordered to produce the heir at Easter. 1

At Trinity term 35 E. I. (1307), eight years after the date

of the last suit, Alan de Acovere, being now of full age, appeared
in Court and sued Robert de Acovere of Denstone for waste and

destruction in the houses, woods and gardens which he held by
the courtesy of England of his inheritance in Denstone. Robert

did not appear, and the Sheriff was ordered to attach him for the

Morrow of All Souls.2 At this date Robert must have been

about 80 years of age, and as the suit does not occur again it

was probably terminated by his death.

On the de Banco Roll of Michaelmas 3 E. II. (1309) Magister

Henry de Bray appeared against Alan, son of Robert de Okoure

of Broghton, in a plea that he should acquit him of the service

which the Prior of Tuttebury exacted from him for the freehold

which he held of the said Alan in Boterdon (Butterton on the

Moors) and of which Alan was mesne tenant.
3 This suit is

explained by a fine .levied in 1 1 E. I. (1183) by which Robert de

Okover and Margaret his wife had acknowledged five messuages,

two and a half bovates and 6 acres of land and 16^. io^d. of

rent in Boterdon to be the right of Magister Henry de Bray
for which he was to render i6s. id. annually.

On the Subsidy Roll of 1327, Alan de Denstone's name

appears at the head of the tenants at Denstone,
4 and that is the

latest notice I have met of him. He was succeeded apparently

by a Nicholas de Denstone, for in an Inquisition taken upon the

possessions of Hugh, Earl of Winchester, 3 E. III. (1329) it was

stated that Nicholas de Denstone held of Hugh a carucate of land

in Denstone. This Nicholas appears to have left two sisters who

were coheiresses of Denstone, for on the Roll of Easter term

44 E. III. (1370) Richard del Bothe of Spaldyng and Margaret

1

Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 63. The Coroners acted in place of the

Sheriff if it was testified that the Sheriff of the county was akin to one of the parties

to the suit.

2
Ibid., Vol. VII, p. 184. Ibid., Vol. IX, p. 19.

*
Ibid., Vol. VII, p. 217.
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his wife sued Walter Verney in a plea that whereas the said

Richard and Margaret and Walter held the manor of Denstone

together and undivided the said Walter refused to make a

partition of the manor according to law and custom. 1 The manor
had therefore become divided at this date between those two

families.

OKEOVER OF MILWICH.

This branch was founded by William de Okeover, a younger
son of that Sir Robert de Okeover who was living between the

years 1269 and 1282. William appears to have married before

1272, Alice, a daughter of one of the lords of Milwich, for in that

year he levied a fine in conjunction with his wife Alice

respecting land in Mulwych.
2

I believe the father of Alice to

have been a Robert de Milwich, who left no son, but the fee of

Milwich passed to his brother Thomas. This Thomas is named
as mesne lord of Milwich in the Feodary of 1282, known as

Kirby's Quest.
At Michaelmas term 2-3 E. I. (1274) in Banco, William de

Acovere and Alice his wife gave a mark for licence of concord

with the Abbot of Burton.3 This transaction is commemorated
in the chartulary of that house, which states that John de Stafford

the Abbot of Burton bought from William son of Robert de

Acovere, all the land which the said William held in Stretton

together with a certain villein tenant (cum quodam rusticd]

called Reginald with all his segue/a. The sum paid for their

purchase was 26 marks in addition to the cost of the fine levied

before the Justices of the Bench at the cost of the Abbot, and

the expenses of William and his wife in going and returning (to

Westminster). William's object in making this sale appears to

have been to free himself from a vexatious indictment made

against him in the Hundred Court.

The Totmonslowe Hundred Roll of 1275 has a presentment
made by the Jury of the Hundred which states that in the time

of Ralph de Mortimer (the Sheriff), John de Bromchulf, who

was one of twelve jurymen and acting as their clerk at the

great tourn of the Hundred had indicted William de Acovere

without the consent of his fellow jurors, and had caused him to be

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIII, p. 78.

9
Ibid., Vol. VI, p. 257.

3
Ibid., Vol. VI, Part I, p. 65.
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imprisoned, by which he had been damaged to the extent of

20 marks. 1 Another entry on this Roll shows that William de

Bromchulf was the Sheriff's Bailiff. William de Okeover was

dead before Easter 13 E. I. (1285), for at that date an entry on

the de Banco Roll states that Alice, formerly wife of William de

Dacovere (sic) not appearing to prosecute her claim against

Magister Robert de Stafford and two others named, the suit was

dismissed.

In 27 E. I. (1299) Simon, son and heir of Thomas de Milwich,

granted to Hugh, son of William de Okeover, a moiety of the

manor of Milwich with all rents, services, courts, wards, homages,

etc., pertaining to it.
2

Apparently Simon, notwithstanding this

deed, refused livery of seisin to Hugh, for at Michaelmas term

28 E. I. (1300) the latter sued him and Alice his wife to carry

out his covenant respecting a moiety of the manor of Melewich.3

In the following year a fine was levied by which Simon son of

Thomas de Melewych and Alice his wife acknowledged the

right of Hugh. The suit, however, must have been raised again,

for at the Assizes taken at Stafford in 1308, Simon son of

Thomas de Mulewych and Alice his wife withdrew their writ

against Hugh son of William de Okovere respecting tenements

in Mulewych. In the list of tenures known as the Nomina
Villarum of 9 E. II. (1316) Hugh de Okovere is named as sole

lord of Mulewich.

This Hugh de Okeover was a man-at-arms of some note, and

in the reign of Edward I. was in command of one of the castles in

Scotland, garrisoned by the English. An old Muster Roll of

Garrisons in Scotland amongst the Army Miscellanea of the

Exchequer temp. E. I. has an entry :

" For the wages of Hugh
de Okovere and 72 men on foot (pedites) 54 i6s. od" Another

list of the same reign has for the wages of Hugh de Okovere and

8 archers, 4.. The wardrobe accounts of 28 E. I. ( 1 300) mentions

wages for Hugh de Acouve, the leader of 572 archers on foot from

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. V, Part I, p. 120. Ralph de Mortimer was

appointed sheriff in 1273 and died in 1274.
a
Chetwynd's MS. The witnesses to the deed are Ralph de Monjoy, William de

Stafford, Robert de Pyse, Henry de Kniveton, Knights, John Bagod of Bromleye and

others. On the strength of this deed Chetwynd states that Hugh, son of William

de Okeover, had married the daughter of Simon ; but this is clearly an error.

3
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. VII, p. 73.
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co. Derby, with a horse barded with steel and five constables with

barded horses, "cum uno equo cooperto et quinque constabularies

cum equis coopertis" At this date he must have been a knight.

Hugh was succeeded by his son John before 1329, as is shown

in an interesting suit respecting Milwich which is printed in

Vol. XI, Staffordshire Collections, p. 13, but which is too long for

repetition in this sketch, and this John occurs again as defendant

in a suit of 8 E. III. (1334), in which Alice the widow of Simon
de Melewych sued him and four others for unjustly disseising

her of a rent of 7 marks in Melewych. Alice stated that Hugh de

Okovere the father of John and whose heir he was, was formerly

seised of a moiety of the manor of Melewych, and by his deed

had granted to her and to her husband Simon son of Thomas
de Melewych the said rent for their lives, and she produced the

deed of Hugh dated from York in 29 E. I. A verdict was given
in favour of Alice at assizes at Wolverhampton shortly afterwards

with damages assessed at 45 marks, from which Hugh appealed
to the Court of King's Bench. 1 The result is not shown.

John occurs again as defendant in a suit of 22 E. III. (1348)

which is printed in the Staffordshire Collections; Vol. XII, p. 80.

In this last suit, two of his sons Ralph and John are joined with

him as defendants.

This John de Okeover was apparently in the King's House-

hold, for when the lands of Adam de Peshale were taken into the

King's hands in 1 347, owing to a forfeiture incurred by him, they
were handed over to John de Okeover as custos, to be reserved for

the King's Household. 2 The custos in these cases was usually a

member of the King's Household.

The Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, who was the superior

lord of Adam, had intruded into the lands and impeded John
from taking the profits of them, and the King's attorney prosecuted

the Bishop and his clerk John de Melbourne in the Court of

King's Bench (Coram Rege) for the contempt. This suit was

continued against John de Melbourne up to 35 E. III., when the

defendant was acquitted by a local jury. This is all the inform-

ation I have been able to collect from the Records respecting this

branch of the family. Chetwynd in his notes on the Pirehill

1
Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XI, p. 51.

a
Ibid., Vol. XIV, p. 68.
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Hundred states that John had issue Ralph, who was living in

9 Ric. II. (1385). This Ralph died s.p., leaving three sisters, his

heirs, viz,, Isolda, who married Geoffrey Bentley ; Dionisia,

married to William Grosse of Derby ;
and Eva, who married

Ralph Allen. These coheirs remitted all their interest in

Milwich by fines dated 7 and 13 H. IVM to Nicholas

Bradshawe, esquire, and Hugh his brother. According to

the Staffordshire fines abstracted in Vol. XI, Staffordshire

Collections, Ralph Aleyn and Eva his wife remitted their

right in a moiety of the manor of Mulewych at Easter term,

7 H. IV. to Thomas de Gresley, kt, Nicholas Bradshaw and

Walter Bullok, clerk, and at the same term Geoffrey Bentley
aad Isolda his wife remitted all their right in a moiety of the

same manor to Nicholas Bradshawe, John Delves, and Walter

Bullok, clerk. At Michaelmas term 13 H. IV., William Gros

of Derby and Dionisia his wife remitted all their right in the

manor of Melewyche to Nicholas Bradeshawe,
1 and this Nicholas

is subsequently found in possession of the manors.

1
Staffordshire Collections^ Vol. XI, pp. 215, 216, 220.
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OKEOVER DEEDS.

CARTA DE ACOVERE.*

Ego frater Nigellus dei gratia Abbas Berton dedi in capitulo

nostro et omnes fratresmei mecum terram de Acovere Orme(jzV)
hac conventione, ut unoquoque anno nobis xx oras persolverat,

et perinde factus est homo noster super quatuor Evangelista

jurando se nobis fidelitatem servaturus, et quod de ista terra nee

de alia neque de aliqua re per se ant per alium aliquod nobis in

dampno erit in vita sua. Cum autem mortuus fuerit, deferre ad

nos se faciet cum tota pecunia sua ad sepeliendurn, quo sepulto,

filius ejus in capitulum nostrum veniet daturus pro relevatione

ipsius terre tantum pecunie quantum nobilis homo dare debet

pro tali terra jurandum similiter sicut pater ejus juravit, donan-

dum sicut pater ejus donavit, tenendum sicut pater ejus tenuit

Ricardo Abbate Sancti Petri super Divam presente, Sueno

nostro Priore, ceterisque fratribus presentibus Hujus rei testes

fuerunt ille etc.t

* All the following deeds, when not otherwise specified, are copied from

the original deeds at Okeover.

t From the Burton Chartulary at Beaudesert. The original is no longer
at Okeover. Nigel, the Abbot of Burton, was elected in 1094 and died in

1113. It will be noted that the grant is for two lives only.

DE STRATONA.

Ego G : Abbas et Monachi Bertonie mecum concedimus huic

Ormo et heredi ejus in feudum et hereditatem VI bovatas in

Strattona pro VI. s. quoque anno et per consuetudines perti-

nentes ad tantumdem terre in eadem villa et ita concedimus ei

sicut ei concesserat Abbas Nigellus concedente capitulo in

feudum et hereditatem antiquam ego G : venissem ad abbatiam.

Huic concessione testes sunt. Primura ipsum capitulum, idest

Edwinus Prior, Edricus et ceteri monachi, deinde Willielmus

filius Herberti, Willielmus filius Nigelli, Fulcher filius Saswali,

Rodbertus filius Walchelini, Willelmus de Stratton, Herbertus
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nepos Abbatis, Andreas de Lega, et Radulfus Presbyter de

Stap(enhull) et plures alii.*

* From the Burton Chartulary, the witnesses have been added from the

original deed now in the British Museum amongst the Ashburnham MSS.

These are :

(1) William fitzHerbert, who was enfeoffed by the Prior of Tuttebury at

Norbury in 1125.

(2) William fitz Nigel, the ancestor of the Gresleys, held four knights

fees of the Earl of Ferrers in 1135. (Liber Rubeus.)

(3) Fulcher, son of Saswallon, the ancestor of the Shirleys, held four

knights' fees of the Earl of Ferrers in 1135. (Liber Rubeus.)

(4) Robert fitz Walcheline of Radbourne held two knights' fees of the

Earl of Ferrers in 1135. (Liber Rubeus.)

(5) Andrew de Lega was the Abbot's tenant at Leigh in Staffordshire.

Geoffrey was elected Abbot in 1114, and that is the probable date of the

deed, for the confirmation of his predecessor's charters would be one of the

first acts of a newly elected Abbot.

Willelmus Prior Tuttesburie et omnes monachi ejusdem
Loci concesserunt Ormo de Acouere et heredibus suis unam

quadracatam terre que attinet ad manerium de Malefeld solutam

et quietam sicut tenuit in diebus Henrici Defferrariis et

Engnulphi filii ejus et Roberti Deferrariis et in diebus Herberti

et Radulphi et Willelmi Priorum per octo solidos redditus per

annum ad festum sancti Martini et singulis annis debet invenire

tres quadricas ad arandum semel et una die ad Machelfeld et

hoc erit in libitu Prioris vel in yeme vel in quadrigesima et in

augusto sexdecim homines una die ad metendum segetes sine

victu et si Prior eum submonuerit de negociis suis in Staffbrd-

schira vel in Derbischira ibit nisi prius summonitus fuerit ab

aliis dominis suis. Et si Prior eum mittere voluerit vel ducere

eum extra nominatas provincias ipse et homines et equi sui

ibunt cum procuratione Prioris. Et si dominus Tuttesburie

captus fuerit et Prior ad eum redimendum invenerit tantum

dabit Orm de sua quadrucata quantum ut una alia de feodo

ecclesie simili modo ad maritandam primogenitam filiam domini

et ad emendam terram et ad recuperandam amicitiam Regis si

amiserit Et si aliquis vicinus calumpniaverit terram dictam

Orm vel eius heredes disrationabit terram manutencione

Prioris. Et si non poterit Prior ei non restaurabit nee servitium
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suum amitterat. Et si Prior vel aliquis ex ejus hominibus

calumpniaret eum quatinus terram habeat plus quam debet sit

inde jus in curia prioris desicuti tenebat in tempore predicto.

Et pro hac pactione confirmanda dedit ipse Orm viginti solidos

Priori et Monachis. Et hec pactio fit concessu Roberti de

Ferrariis ct ipso teste et filio suo
[ ] et Hugone de

Ferrariis et Philippe et Hugone filio Saswalon et Henrico

sacerdote et Pagano sacerdote et Henrico filio Saswalon et

Phulcone fratre ejus et Radulfo fratre ejus et Willelmo filio

Henrici (quczre Herbert?} et Roberto de Liveto et Roberto filio

Walkelini et Roberto del Bee et Radulfo filio Willelmi, et

Waltero de Somerville, et Engenulfo filio Roger! et Roberto de

Trussell et Jordano filio Phulconis et Ricardo filio Willelmi

filii Roberti de Ansele et Roberto de Cambrige et Osberno

ejusdem ville et Rogero et Hugone et Pagano nepote Prioris

et Fulco Coco et Gilberto de Foston et Radulfo filio Ernaldi

et Orm accipitrice et Solmer de Northburi cum multis aliis.*

* From the Okeover Chartulary at the Bodleian Library, Wood MS.,

No. 6, fol. 12. As Robert de Ferrars is not styled an earl in this deed, it

must be anterior to 1138. With respect to the witnesses, in his return of

knights' fees of 1166, the Earl of Ferrers states that, temp. H. I., Henry fitz

Sawald held five knights' fees, and that Fulk, his brother, held four knights'

fees at the same date.

William fitz Herbert had been enfeoffed in a knight's fee by Robert the

first Earl of Ferrers (Liber Rubeus, p. 338) ;
but this witness may be a son

of Henry fitz Saswalon. The next witness, Robert de Liveto, is returned as

holding two knights' fees of the Ferrers Barony in 1135. (Liber Rubeus,

P- 3370
Robert fitz Walchelin held also two knights' fees of the Earl of Ferrers

in 1135. (Liber Rubeus, p. 337.)

Ralph, son of William, had been enfeoffed in half a knight's fee by

Robert, the first Earl of Ferrers, which was afterwards held in 1166 by
Humfrey de Tolka. (Liber Rubeus, p. 339.)

Litera concessionis Comitis Roberti de ferrariis.

Robertus comes de Ferrariis omnibus horninibus et amicis

suis francis et Anglicis et omnibus hominibus de soka Wyrk:
(swurth) salutem. Sciatis me concessisse Radulpho filio Orm
et heredibus suis tenere Caldelawe de me et heredibus meis in

capite per servicium quod pertinet terre predicte. Testibus hiis

Alberto et Radulpho Cunestablo Roberto de Pirario Dapifero
K
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et Willelmo filio Herbert! Radulpho Feom (sic) Roberto de

Montegomert et Baldwino Builot, Gilberto de Sumervilla et

Alano de Faleisa et Rogero capellano et Durando filio Letardi

et aliis pluribus, et ut sui dominii aratra ab omnibus serviciis

sint quieta.*

* From the Okeover Chartulary in the Bodleian Library, fol. 32. The
third witness, Robert de Pirario, is stated by William, Earl of Ferrers, in his

return of 1166, to have been enfeoffed in hilf a knight's fee by his father.

(Liber Rubeus.) The grant is therefore made by the second Earl Robert.

One of the witnesses, Baldwin Buelot, makes a return under Northampton-
shire, as a tenant in capite. (Liber Rubeus, p. 335.)

5. Ego Galfridus Abbas et Monachi Bertonie mecum conce-

dimus hiric Radulfo filio Ormi illam terram in- Stratona scilicet

vi. b. in feufirmam pro vi. s. quoque anno et per consuetu-

dines pertinentes ad tantumdem terrc in eadem villa. Conce-

dimus inquam ei et heredi (sic) ipsius in feudum et hereditatem

illam terrain in Stratona quam tenuit Ormus pater ejus et

sicut earn tenuit et eodem servicio et eisdem consuetudinibus

et sicut testatur cyrographum ipsius Ormi, unus terminus firme

est ad festum Sancti Johannis, alius ad festum Sancti Martini.

Hujus concessionis testes sunt Primum ipsum capitulum idest

Edwinus Prior.*

* From the Burton Chartulary, the date of the deed would be between

1 130 and 1 150. It will be noted that the grant is for two lives only.

CYROGRAPHUM.

6. Sciant omnes tarn presentes quam futuri quod ego Rod-

bertus Abbas Burtonie ytotus conventus ejusdem loci concessimus

et confirmavimus Radulfo filio Ormi yheredibus suis totam terram

de Acoure cum omnibus pertinentiis que pertinent ille predicte

terre tenendam de nobis et de ecclesia Burtoniense tarn libere et

tarn quiete quam dominus Rex noster concessit ecclesie nostre

Burtoniensi, reddendo nobis annuatim ii as marcas argenti ad

festum Sancti Martini pro omni servitio. Sed sciendum est

quod predictus Radulfus 7 heredes sui debentur ad curiam

regis ire cum Abbate pro negotio domus super expensas
Abbatis. Et Radulfus predictus et heredes sui ad curiam

Abbatis venire debent etiam judicandi latronem si sit captus vel
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causa judicandi bataille, et ad hoc faciendum Radulfus predictus

7 heredes sui debent rationabile summoneri. Testes sunt hii.

Primum ipsum capitulum ecclesie burtoniensis scilicet Jordanus
Prior, Briennius, Willelmus de Sancto Albano et ceteri monachi
ecclesie predicte. Deinde Galfridus de Bakepiz, Radulfus de

Mungumeri, Galfridus de Tatinhil, Willelmus de Winishil,

Godwinus de Brantistune et Leisincus et plures alii.*

(Portion of a Seal.)

* From the original deed at Okeover. The Abbot Robert succeeded

Geoffrey in 1150, and that is the approximate date of the deed. Of the

witnesses named, the family of de Bakepuz held three knights' fees of the

Earls of Ferrers at Barton, co. Derby, and other places in Berkshire. Ralph
de Mungumeri was a member of the family of Montgomery, which held four

knights' fees of the Earl, at Marston, Sudbury, Snelston and Cubley, co.

Derby. This Ralph may have been the head of his house at this date.

The above deed is the earliest hereditary grant made by the monks to

the Okeovers, and a facsimile of it is appended.

CYROGRAPHUM.

7. Ego Rodbertus Abbas Burtonie concede & confirmo

donationem quam Gaufridus predecessor meus bone memorie

Abbas & monachi concesserunt huic Radulfo filio Ormi Scilicet

in Stratona VI. b. in feufirmam pro VI. solidos quoque anno &
per consuetudines pertinentes ad tantundem terrain in eadem

villa. Concedimus inquam ei et heredi (sic) ipsius in feudum &
hereditatem illam terram in Stratona quam tenuit Ormus pater

ejus et sicut earn tenuit & eodem servitio & eisdem consue-

tudinibus & sicut testatur cyrographum ipsius Ormi. Unus
terminus firme est ad festum Sci Johannis, alius ad festum Scl

Martini. Hujus concessionis & conventionis testes sunt,

primum ipsum capitulum, idest Jordanus prior, Briennius

subprior, Hubertus et ceteri monachi Deinde Willelmus films

Nigclli, Willelmus filius Herberti, Jordanus films Fulcheri,

Rodbertus filius Walchelini, Unfridus de Toe, Radulfus Presbiter,

Rodbertus filius ejus CEilwinus presbiter, Reignaldus de Sco

Albano, Nicholaus cocus, Godyinus de Branteston a et plures

alii*

(Seal destroyed.)

*
Original deed at Okeover. The Abbot Geoffrey was succeeded by

Robert in 1150, and this confirmation of Geoffrey's grant probably took

K 2
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place shortly afterwards. Respecting the witnesses, the first two have been

previously described. Jordan fitzFulcher was the son of the Fulcher of Deed

No. 2. Robert fitz Walkelin has been mentioned before. His tenure under

the Earls of Ferrers consisted of Radbourne, Mercaston, and part of

Egginton. Umfrey de Toke had been enfeoffed by the first William, Earl

of Ferrers. His tenure was at Sudenfen (Synfin), Leke and Hulton (Hilton).

8. Sciant, etc., quod ego Rogerus Abbas, etc., Burtonie, etc.,

confirmavimus Hugoni filio Radulfi de Acoure et heredibus suis

terram et tenuram suam quam habet in Acoure in feudo et

hereditate, de nobis tenendam ita libere et quiete sicut Radulfus

ejus pater tenuit, reddendo nobis annuatim duas marcas argenti

ad festum Sancti Martini. Testes Willelmus Decanus de

Tattunhull, Robertus de Stapenhull, Ailwinus capellanus,

Robertus de London, Galfridus Salvagius, Radulfus filius

Radulfi, Richerus frater ejus, Robertus de Greseleia et Henricus

frater ejus, Henricus de Lega, Nicholaus filius Johannis de

Wilintone, Ricardus de Lega, Reginaldus de Sancto Albano,

Simon Pugil, Matheus frater ejus, Jordanus de Povele.*

* Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library. The Abbot Roger was elected

in 1178, and died in 1182.

Of the witnesses, Geoffrey Savage held Tissington under the Earls ot

Ferrers. Robert de Gresley was the head of the house of Gresley, which

held three knights' fees of the Earls of Ferrers at Lullington, Gresley,

Linton, and other places.

Henry de Lega was the tenant of the Abbot at Leigh in Staffordshire.

Carta Willelmi de Ferrariis Comitis Derbeye facta Hugoni de

Acouere de villa de Caldelowe.

9. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Willelmus de

Ferrariis comes Derbeye concessi et hac carta mea confirmavi

Hugoni de Acovere et heredibus suis totam villam de Caldelowe

cum omnibus pertinentiis suis sine omni (sic) diminutione et

decremento tenendam de me et heredibus meis sibi et heredibus

suis jure hereditario libere quiete et integre. Reddendo inde

annuatim mihi et heredibus meis xxli sex solidos firme albe et

unam marcam argenti de cremento de denariorum numero et

preterea xx* 1 denarios per annum ut ipse Hugo et heredes sui et

omnes sui quieti sint de omnibus defectibus in murariis de

Wapintakf scilicet unam medietatem totius illius firme ad
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pascham et aliam medietatem ad festum sancti michaelis et

faciendo sectam molendini de Wyrkeswurth et sectam de

Wapintakf de Wyrkesworth ad quelibet placita rationabilia

de Wapintakf sicut antiquitus fieri solet et unam arruram

per annum de omnibus carucis de villa de Caldelawe ad

cibum meum salvis et quietis prefato Hugoni et heredibus

suis propriis carucis suis et unam scuram (sic) per annum
similiter ad cibum meum. Quando vero dominus Rex talliabit

sua dominia et maneria per Angliam predictus Hugo vel

heredes sui persoluent mihi vel heredibus meis dimidiam

marcam argenti pro omni tallagio et tali exactione. Concessi

etiam eidem Hugoni et heredibus suis libertatem emendandi

villam de Caldelawe omnibus modis ad majorem profectum suum
et heredum suorum. Hiis testibus Roberto filio Walciini

Roberto de Pir(ario) Willelmo de Staunton, Galfrido de Acouere,

Waltero de Rideware, Rogero de Wednislega, Rondulfo de

Alsop, Galfrido de Bee, Roberto de Thorp, Jordano de Sniterton,

Hugone de Meleburi, Ricardo de Benetle, Hugone Morel,

Roberto de Huncedon et multis aliis.

From the Okeover Chartulary, Wood MS., Bodleian Library, fol. 32.

Respecting the witnesses, Geoffrey de Acovere was brother of Sir Hugh
de Acovere, and occurs in a suit of 7 John (1205), Vol. Ill, Staffordshire

Collections, p. 133.

Walter de Rideware was of Ridware, co. Stafford ; Roger de Wednislege

(Wendesley) held half of Mapleton under the Earl.

Geoffrey de Bee held a moiety of Hilton and Somersall.

10. Robertus de Blora1 Omnibus fidelibus, salutem. Sciant

ornnes tarn posted quam presentes quod ego Robertus de Blora

donavi 7 concessi huic Nicholao servienti meo duas bovatas

terre in Grendona pro servitio suo, reddendo annuatim duos

nummos vel calcaria ejusdem precii, etc., hanc quoque tenuram

sepodictus Nicholaus 7 heredes ipsius tenebunt de me 7 de

heredibus meis ratam 7 incussam cum omnibus pertinentiis suis

in feuodum (sic] 7 perpetuam hereditatem, his testibus Rannulfo

priore de Calewiz, Adam presbitero de Alvetona, Ruelen 2 de

1 Robert de Blore was tenant of Robert de Stafford in 1166. (Liber Rubeus.)
His tenure was Blore and Grindon-on-the-moors.

2 Ruellen de Verdun occurs as a tenant of Bertram de Verdun in 1166. (Liber

Rubeus. )
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Verdona, Hereberto de Ypestans,
1 Roberto de Lei, Henrico filio

Roberto de Lei, Willelmo diacono de Matlefelt (stc), Alano

capellano de Mathlefelt, Matheo clerico de Matlefelt, Gaufrido

de Lei filio Roberti de Lei, Reginaldo serviente de Calewiz.

Herbert de Ipstones was brother of Bertram de Verdun (Staffordshire

Pipe Roll of 21 H. II.), and see Staffordshire Collections, Vol. I, p. 73.

11. Sciant tarn futuri quam presentes quod ego Gaufridus

de Blora films Roberti de Blora concessi 7 carta mea presenti

confirmavi Nicolao de Grendona pro homagio 7 servitio suo et

heredibus suis duas bovatas terre tenendas de me 7 heredibus

meis in Grendona quas Robertus pater meus dedit prefato

Nicolao pro homagio et servitio suo liberas, solas 7 quietas ab

omnibus consuetudinibus et servitiis quos ad me pertinent.

Reddendo annuatim unos (sic) espervuus de Tetesburi 7 duos

denarios ad nativitatem Sancti Johannis baptiste, Pro hac

autem concessione prefatus Nicolaus dedit mihi unum palefridurn

blancum. His T. Henri (sic) Mansel, Alexandro capellano,

Warino marescallo, Willelmo Muissun, Randulfo de Logis,

Normanno Panton, Willelmo de Helkesdon, Henrico filio

Aceri et aliis multis.

12. Sciant omnes presentes 7 futuri, quod ego Herbertus de

Mle 7 ego Margarita uxor ejusdem Herberti de Mle 7 heredes

nostri in bosco domini Hugonis quod vocatur Winnedun 7 in

Mulneclif nullam omnino poterimus exigere communam : neque

tempore predict! Hugonis neque temporibus heredum suorum.

Vivarium vero vel parcum facere si voluerint idem Hugo vel

sui heredes nos Herbertus scilicet 7 Margarita 7 heredes nostri

eis nullo modo prohibere poterimus Talis enim facta fuit

conventio quando terram de Attelawe de dono domini Hugonis

recepimus. Et ut hoc firmum sit 7 stabile in perpetuum, ego

Herbertus de Mle hanc cartam sigilli mei munimine confirmavi

Hiis testibus Gervasio capellano, Roberto de Ferrariis, Henrico

de Brailesford, Roberto de Stanton, Willelmo de Stanton,

Gaufrido de Snellestona, Willelmo de Grid (Grendon) Radulfo

de Bakepuz, Rogero de Wodnesle, Rannulfo de Alesop, Jordano

de Snitterton, Roberto de Bradeburne, 7 Willelmo de Ticenton

clerico, Roberto de Thorp 7 multis aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)
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Morley was one of the Chester fees which passed to the Ferrers.

Herbert de Murle is a witness to a deed of William, Earl of Ferrers, in

the Ridware Chartulary ;
Robert de Ferrars, who is styled the brother of the

Earl in the same deed, is the first witness of the deed. (Staff. Coll., Vol. 16,

p. 276.) The name occurs in other deeds in the same Chartulary, as de

Morle and de Merle and de Morleye. As Herbert was succeeded by a

Hugh de Morleye, it is not unlikely that Margaret was a daughter or sister of

Hugh de Okeover.

Henry de Braillesford held a knight's fee at Brailsford and Wingervvurth
of the Earl.

Geoffrey de Snelleston is clearly Geoffrey de Okeover, who had been

enfeoffed at Snelston by his brother, Sir Hugh de Okeover.

Ralph de Bakepuz held Alkmonton of the Earl, Roger de Wodnesle is

Roger de Wendesley, who held a moiety of Mappleton, co. Derby.

Carta Bertrauri de Verdun facta Hugoni de Acoure de terra de

Schene.

13. Bertramus de Verdon omnibus hominibus suis et amicis

tarn presentibus quam futuris salutem Sciatis me concessisse et hac

presenti carta mea confirmasse Hugoni de Acoure et heredibus

suis totam terram de Schene cum omnibus pertinentiis suis in

bosco et in piano in pratis et pascuis in viis et semitis in aquis

et in moris, et in commuriis et in omnibus locis et rebus ad

eandern terram pertinentibus. Ad tenendum de me et de

heredibus meis liberam et solutam et quietam ab omni exactione

et servicio mihi et heredibus meis pertinente: Reddendo

annuatim mihi et heredibus meis triginta sex solidos et octo

denarios pro omni servicio ad duos terminos scilicet decem octo

solidos et quatuor denarios ad Pascham floridum et decem octo

solidos et quatuor denarios ad festum Sancti Michaelis.

Concessi autem eidem Hugoni et heredibus suis hanc

libertatem tali conditione quod nulli homines religionis

neque averia hominum religiorum recolligent in terra sua de

Schene sine concensu meo vel heredum meorum. Retinui

vero michi et heredibus meis Wartpeny et Peterspeny de

predicta terra et quod idem Hugo et heredes sui venient

ad efforciamentum curie mee, sed tamen ad meam rationabilem

summonitionem vel Senescalli mei. Idem autem Hugo dedit

mihi pro hoc fine libertatis hujus quem ei concessi et

heredibus suis centum solidos et unum palefridum. Hiis

testibus Thoma Abbate de Valle Sancte Marie de Crokesdena,
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Ada de Aldethlega, Roberto de Verdon, Ernaldo Senescallo

meo, Ada filio Ade de Aldithlega, Henrico de Prayers, Rogero

Bagot, Wtllelmo Panton, Willelmo de Ippestanes, Willelmo

filio Radulfi, Herberto fratre Willelmi de Ippestanes, Milone

de Verdon, Normanno Panton, Galfrido de Acovere, Henrico

de Wutton et multis aliis.*

* From the Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, Oxford. Wood MS.
No. 6.

The donor is Bertram de Verdun, the head of the baronial house of

Verdun of Alton, now represented by the Earls of Shrewsbury. He joined

the Crusade of 1190, and died Governor of Joppa in 1192.

Adam de Aldithlega, the first lay witness, was the head of the house of

Audley, and held Audley, Heley, and other places under Bertram
;
all the

other witnesses can be readily identified from the Staffordshire Collections.

William Panton was nephew of Bertram, his mother Aline de Verdun, sister

of Bertram, having married his father Ivo Pantulf. Norman Panton was

brother of William and therefore another nephew of Bertram, William de

Ipstanes was a third nephew, being the son of Herbert, brother to Bertram.

Vol. I, Staff. Coll., p. 75.

Carta Hugonis de Acouere facta Galfrido fratri suo.

14. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo de Acouere

dedi concessi et hac carta mea confirmavi Galfrido fratri meo pro

homagio suo et servicio totam terram meam in Snelliston que fuit

Ricardi fratris mei cum omnibus pertinentiis suis et libertatibus

sicut antecessores mei melius earn tenuerunt excepto quod in

manu mea et heredum meorum retineo servicium Roberti de

Stanton de terra quam Colbanus tenuit in eadem villa cum
omnibus pertinentiis et libertatibus ad eandem terram pertinen-
tibus et cultura juxta molendinum que est inter dominia et

veterem cursum Duve salua semper sede et stangno molendini

cum parua insula predicto Galfrido et heredibus suis tenendam de

me et heredibus meis. Et si forte predicta cultura per predictum
molendinum vel stangnum ad detrimentum meum vel heredum
meorum iminuatur per visum legalum virorum ex utraque parte
mihi vel heredibus meis emendetur. Hanc vero terram concessi

predicto Galfrido et heredibus suis tenendam de me et heredibus

meis in feudo et hereditate libere et quiete et honoriffice ab

omni servicio et consuetudine ad me vel ad heredes meos

pertinente saluo forinseco servicio. Reddendo inde annuatim
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mihi et heredibus meis decem solidos argenti ad festum sancti

Martini. Si autem contigerit predictum Galfridum sine herede

de carne sua exiente abiisse tota terra memorata cum omnibus

pertinentiis acl me vel ad heredes meos reuertetur. Ut autem

hec mea donacio et concessio et confirmacio processu temporis
locum firmitatis optineant presentem cartam sigilli mei

munimine roborari dignum duxi. Hiis testibus Willelmo

Comite de Ferrariis Willelmo de Rideware tune senescallo,

Galfrido Saluagio, Jordano de Tolka, Rogero de Ridevvar,

Galfrido de Costenton, Radulpho filio Jordani, Roberto de

Appelby, Willelmo de Grendon, Radulpho filio Nicholai

Johanne filio Herberti, Henrico de Breillsford, Nicholao de

Cariland, Eytrop de Ossemundeston et pluribus aliis.*

* Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 24.

Carta Nicholai de Verdun facta Hugoni de Acouere de terra

in Schene.

1 5. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Nicholaus de

Verdun concessi et present! carta mea confirmavi Hugoni de

Acouere et heredibus suis totam terram de Schene cum omni-

bus pertinenciis habendam et tenendam de me et heredibus

meis sibi et heredibus suis. Reddendo inde annuatim triginta

sex solidos et octo denarios ad duos terminos scilicet ad pascha
floridum xviii solidos et iiij

denarios et ad festum sancti

michaelis xviii solidos et iiij denarios pro omni servicio et

exactione mihi vel heredibus meis pertinente et cuni omnibus

libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus sicut carta domini patris

mei Bertrami de Verdun testatur. Et preterea ego Nicholaus

de Verdun et heredes mei quietclamavimus et adquietabimus

predictum Hugonem de Acouere et heredes suos ab omnibus

scutagiis et ab omni exactione scutagii predicte terre pertinen-

tibus. Hiis testibus Willelmo Panton Radulpho filio Jordani

Roberto de Campari! Willelmo de Ippistanes Henrico de

Denstone Henrico de Wottofi Elya clerico Milone de Verdun

Willelmo de Warewic Thoma de Stantona et multis aliis.

Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 7. Nicholas de Verdun

succeeded his brother Thomas, in 1200 or 1201 (Pipe Rolls, Vol. II, Staff.

Collections].
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16. Universis Sanctc matris ecclesie filiis ad quos presens

scriptum pervenerit Rogerus dei gratia Abbas Burtonie 1 et

totus ejusdem loci conventus salutem. Noverit universitas

vestra nos unanimi assensu et pari voluntate concessisse et hac

present! carta confirmasse Hugoni filio Radulfi de Aucoure et

heredibus suis sex bovatas tcrre in Streton cum omnibus

pertinentiis. quas Aelicia soror sua tenuit in eadem villa de

Streton Tenendas et habendas de nobis et successoribus nostris,

etc. Reddendo nobis inde annuatim sex solidos, etc. Hiis

testibus Bartholomeo tune Priore de Tutesbiri Herberto

canonico Lichefeldense, Willelmo de Vernun tune Senescallo

domini Comitis de Ferariis, Gaufrido de Aucoure, Roberto de

Touka, Willelmo Burgeinun, Nicholas de Hulton, Radulfo de

Sele, Thoma Fitton, Roberto de Bersicote, Radulfo de

Withem(ere) Henrico Tison, Roberto de Sypele et multis aliis.

(Old copy on paper.)

17. Sciant tarn presentes quam posted quod ego Hugo de

Acovere dedi et concessi Rogero de Acovere totam illam terrain

de Wodehus quam Uwihet tenuit exceptis viiiis acris quas ego
retineo in

( ) ita scilicet quodam mesuagium quod
Uvvietus tenuit et due tofte in eadem villa quas Scw'i et Hathe-

well tenuerunt, etc. Hiis testibus, Radulfus films Jordani,

Herbertus de Tissintona, Willelmus de Cordinton, Turgilius

de Ylum Robertas de
( ) Ricardus de Acovere,

Geronimus (?) de Wodtuna, Willelmus de Stantun, Galfridus

clericus de Esseburne, Willelmus et Ricardus de Bentlei

Amfridus de Suineshod et plures alii et tota curia de Acofre.

(Old copy on paper.)

1 8. Sciant tarn presentes quam futuri quod ego Hugo de

Acovere dedi, etc., Rogero filio Rogeri de Wodehus et heredi-

bus suis pro servitio suo et omagio (sic) x acras terre cum

pertinentiis super Wodehul (sic) illas scilicet quas R. pater

ejus de me tenuit ad vitam suam. Reddendo mini annuatim et

heredibus meis ille et heredes sui vi denarios ad festum Sancti

Martini pro omni servitio, etc. Et preterea quietum clamavi

ei et heredibus suis unum denarium pro quadam pastura de

1 This must be the second Roger, who wau elected in 1215, and died in the

following year.
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Frugera, pro hac autem quieta clamatione de vi denariis, de x

acris terre predictis, et de uno denario pro pastura de Frugera
habenda quieta, prefatus Rogerus quietclamavit mihi et

heredibus meis de se et de heredibus suis xviii acras terre super

Aldeflat, et insuper concessi et confirmavi predicto Rogero et

beredibus suis totam terram illam de Wdehus quam R. pater

ejus de me tenuit in eadem villa scilicet pro iii bus solidis pro
omni servitio, etc., sicut carta R. patris sui testatur quam ei

inde feci, et homagium suum in vita patris sui ad petitionern

[ ] recepi. Et predictus R. de Wdehus totam terram

prenominatam quietam clamavit R. filio suo et heredibus

suis coram curia mea et ego eum quiet clamavi quod ipse me
de homagio suo et homagium R. filii sui de tota terra prenomi-
nata recepi. Pro quadam autem donatione, etc., quam R.

pater ejus de me tenuit, dedit mihi predictus Rogerus films ejus

xl solidos de introitu, etc. Hiis testibus Radulfo filio Jordani,

Henrico de Denistone, Willelmo de Ypestanes, Roberto de

Sireford, Radulfo de Stanton, Henrico de Ylum, Radulfo de

Casterne, Michele de Grend(one), Willelmo de Ewisdum,

Johanne marescallo, Thoma de Staunton, Hugone capellano de

Acovere qui hanc cartam scripsit et pluribus aliis.
1

19. Hec est conventio facta inter B. Priorem et conventum

de Totesbiri ex parte una et Hugonem de Aucoure et heredes

suos ex altera videlicet quod predicti Prior et conventus

dederunt et in perpetuum possidendam concesserunt predicto

Hugorii et heredibus suis totam culturam suam que est de

dominico suo ultra pontem pendentem versus Aucoure inter

viam que ducit a Maafelt ad Aucoure et Dovuam (sic) cum
tribus sellionibus incrementi contiguis predicte culture in

partem versus Aucoure. Et predictus H. dedit et in perpetuum

possidendam concessit Deo et ecclesie Beate Marie et monachis

ibidem Deo servientibus totam culturam suam que est inter

molendinum de Syleneston et campos de Maafelt ex utraque

parte Douve quam scilicet ipse retinuit in proprio dominico

suo de terra quam dedit Gaufrido fratri suo in Sylenestona,

etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo Comite Derbie, Raginaldo

1 These two deeds show that the family styled de Wodehouse were a younger
branch of the Okeovers.
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(sic) de Kard, Dapifero, Stephano capellano, Johanne capellano,

Henrico de Braillefort, Willelmo de Grendoil, Gaufrido de

Aucoure, Nicholao de Cauveland, Roberto de Syrefort, Roberto

de Bee, Roberto de Lee, Henrico de Danestoii, Willelmo de

Ypestanes et multis aliis.

(Two seals attached with very indistinct effigies on them
;

non-armorial.)

20. Universis Chrispi fidelibus hoc scriptum visuris vel

audituris Nicholaus Prior Tuteburiensis et ejusdem loci con-

ventus ecclesia in domino salutem. Noveritis nos dedisse, etc.

Gaufrido de Acovere et heredibus suis pro homagio et servitio

suo unam rodam bosci nostri in Littilwode ad parcum suum

augmentandum, etc. Reddendo nobis hide annuatim unam
libram cumini ad Nathale, etc. Hiis testibus Domino Roberto

de Esseburne seneschallo domini Comitis de Ferariis, R. de

Acovere, Thoma de Ednishover, Johanne filio Herberti, Olivero

le foun, Willelmo filio Herberti et aliis.

(Large vaginal seal in red wax, about three inches in length,

with effigy of Virgin and child on a throne.)

Carta Johannis de Chandoys et Margerie uxoris ems facta Roberto

filio domini Hugonis de Acouere de x solidis annui redditus.

21. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Johannes de

Chandoys et Margeria uxor sua (sic) dedimus concessimus et

hac present! carta nostra confirmavimus Roberto filio domini

Hugonis de Acouere in liberum maritagium cum Sarra filia

nostra decem solidos annui redditus in villa de Attelowe quos

percipere solebamus de predicto Hugone suisque predecessoribus

et decem solidos annui redditus de terra Hugonis Besinge in

Eginton quicunque earn tenuerit. Tenendum et habendum sibi

et heredibus suis de predicta Sarra exeuntibus in feodo et

hereditate. Reddendo inde annuatim nobis et heredibus nostris

duodecim denarios quod si humanitus ante mortem dicti

Hugonis de predicto Roberto contigerit predictus redditus

predicto Hugoni omnibus diebus vite sue quiete remanebit qua
finita nobis et heredibus nostris absolute reddebit. Volumus
etiam ut liceat dicto Hugoni pro firma sua predictam terram
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et heredibus suis distringere cum opus fuerit. Nos enim et

heredes nostri predictum redditum predicto Roberto ut

predictum est contra omnes homines warantizabimus. Et ut

hac donacio concessio et confirmacio rata et stabilis permaneat
huic carte sigilla nostra apposuimus. Hiis testibus Domino

Rogero de Chandoys Richardo de Draycote Willelmo de

Venables, Roberto de Bek, Galfrido de Bek, Magistro Johanne
de Weston Willelmo de Bek et aliis.*

* From the Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 26.

The first witness, Roger de Chandoys, was the head of the baronial

house of Chandos, and was living in 1196. (Liber Rubeus.)

22. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo films Roberti

de Acovere dedi, etc., Willelmo de Venables et heredibus suis,

etc., totam terram, etc., quam Ricardus Albus tenuit de me in

villa de Akoure. Tenendam et habendam de me et heredibus

meis, etc., salvis michi et heredibus meis defensis meis scilicet

Pincheney et le Oldeflat et parco meo de Akovere. Solvendo

inde annuatim, etc., sex solidos, etc., pro omnibus mihi et

heredibus meis pertinentibus salvo secta molendini mei de terra

ilia ad vicesimum granum et salvo forinseco servitio, etc. Hiis

testibus Roberto de Esseburne, Roberto de . Lea, Serlone de

Mungoie, Roberto de Wednesle, Willelmo de Lega, Henrico

de Ylum, Rogero de Wodehuse et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

23. Sciant presentes, etc., quod ego Hugo filius Roberti de

Acourc dedi, etc., Roberto Ruffo de Throelega et heredibus

suis, etc., unam bovatam terre cum pertinentiis in territorio

de villa de Chone (sic Shene) illam scilicet quam Robertus de

Thorpp aliquand de me ad terminum tenuit, etc. Hiis testibus

Willelmo de Ippestones, Willelmo Meverel de Throel(ega),

Hen(rico) de Ylum, Hugone de Beveresford, Willelmo de Butter-

dun, Willelmo de Gouseworde, Roberto Puterel, Henrico de

Hyddelesdale, Gilberto de Longenov?, Roberto Tici et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

24. Omnibus hoc scriptum visuris vel audituris dominus Hugo
dc Okovere salutem, Noverit discretio vestra me concessisse
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et ad firmam tradidisse Ricardo de la forde duas bovatas terre

in Swineskoc cum omnibus pertinentiis suis illas scilicet quas
Yvelot in eadem villa tenuit. Tenendas et habendas sibi et

heredibus suis, etc., a festo sancti Martini Anno regni Regis
Henrici filii Regis Johannis xxvi, etc., usque in finem

viginti et unius annorum proximo sequentum, solvendo sex

solidos et duos denarios, etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo

de Aldithel, Johanne Mariscallo, Willelmo Meverel, Henrico

de Ylum, Roberto Poutrel, Rogero de Wodhuse, Henrico de la

forde et aliis. (26 Hen. III., A.D. 1241.)

(Seal destroyed.)

25. Hec est conventio facta inter Hugonem filium Roberti

de Acovere ex una parte et Hugonem de Coldewalle eo alteri

videlicet quod predictus Hugo de Coldewalle concessit et quiet-

clamavit dicto Hugoni de Acovere totam terram quam tenuit

in Coldewalle cum pertinentiis pro escambia viginti et octo

acrarum terre quas dictus H. de Acovere dedit Hugoni de

Coldewalle in territorio de Wodehuse, salva vestura totius terre de

Coldewalle, etc., excepto parco. Data anno Regni Regis Henrici

filii Regis Johannis tricesimo, etc. (30 Hen. III., A.D. 1246.)

(No witnesses. Seals destroyed.)

26. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Willelmus

Mossel concessi et quietas clamavi et in manu domini mei

Hugonis de Akovere filii Roberti de Akovere resignavi duas

bovatas terre in villa de Svineskoch, etc., tenendas, etc., sibi et

heredibus suis. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo de Aldithele,

Roberto de Thorp tune senescallo,
1 Willelmo Meverel, Willelmo

de Ippestone, Rogero de Wodehus, Willelmo de Lega, Henrico

de Ylum, Roberto de Kasterne, Henrico Wodegrim et aliis.

(Seal attached, effigy destroyed.)

27. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri, quod ego Hugo de

Akovere filius Roberti de Akovere dedi et concessi, etc.,

Hawisie de Akovere et heredibus suis vel assignatis et eorum

This Robert de Thorp, the Steward of the Earl of Derby, appears to have

married Hawise de Okeover. See deeds Nos. 23 and 31.
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heredibus exceptis viris religiosis, pro homagio et servitio

suo duas bovatas terra in villa de Svincskoc, etc., quas
Willelmus Morsel quondam tcnuit de me, etc., solvendo inde

annuatim mihi et heredibus meis sex sagittas barbatas et duos

denarios, etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo de Aldithle,

Roberto de Thorp tune senescallo, Willelmo Meverel, Willelmo

de Ippestone, Henrico de Ylum, Rogero de Wodehus, Willelmo

de Leya, Roberto de Kasterne, Henrico Wodegrim et aliis.

(Seal, a crescent and star, legend illegible.
1

)

28. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Hawisia de

Akovere concessi et hoc presenti scripto confirmavi domino

meo Hugoni de Akovere et heredibus suis, etc., quod si ita

contigerit quod Cecilia uxor Willelmi Morsel dictum

virum suum supervixerit et tertiam partem illarum duarum

bovatarum terre quas de Hugone de Akovere teneo in villa de

Svineskoch nomine dotis exigent, Ego et heredes mei sive

assignati dicte Cecilie plenam dotam vel cum ea pacem
faciemus sine aliqua warantizatione a dicto Hugone de Akovere

vel heredibus suis pro me vel heredes meos sive assignatos de

ilia tertia parte exigenda, etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo

de Aldithel, Roberto de Thorp tune senescallo, Willelmo

Meverel, Willelmo de Ippestone, Henrico de Ylum, Rogero
de Wodehuse, Willelmo de Lega, Roberto de Kasterne, Henrico

Wodegrim et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

29. Notum sit omnibus presens scriptum visuris vel audituris

quod ego Ricardus de Ednesovere et heredes mei tenemus

domino Hugoni de Acovere et heredibus suis vel assignatis

in octo solidatis annui redditus scilicet, medietatem in festo

Nativitatis Beati Johannis Baptiste et aliam medietatem in festo

Sancti Martini in tota vita domine Hawysie quondam uxoris

domini Andree de Grendon pro duabus bovatis terre cum

pertinentiis in villa de Snellestone faciendo insuper forinseca

servicia ad predictam terrain pertinentia. Et si contigerit me
1 This seal of a crescent and star (the banner of the Turks) is supposed to have

been adopted by Crusaders,
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vel heredes meos de predicta firma deficere aliquibus terminis

supradictis, volo et concede (power of distrain f] et notandum

quod eandem terrain cum pertinentiis tenuit prius Lewinus de

Grendon. In cujus rei testimonium huic present! scripto

sigillum meum apposui. Roberto de Wedneslega, Willelmo

filio Andree de Grendon Thoma Meverel, Roberto Fichet,

Willelmo de Accovere in Snellestona, Ricardo de Pz.* et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

* Richard de Pz. probably Prez, who is styled Clerk elsewhere, was one

of the witnesses when Sir Hugh de Okeover handed over the Castle of

Bridgenorth to Sir Peter de.Montfort in 1257 : see Deed 4OA. He was no

doubt the Sheriff's Clerk, and identical with the Richard de Patris of

Deed 32.

30. Omnibus presens scriptum visuris vel audituris Henricus

de Wetton salutem, Noveritis me penitus relaxasse et in

perpetuum quietclamase de me et heredibus meis Hugoni de

Acovere et heredibus suis vel assignatis homagium et servitium

Ricardi de Swinescowe et heredum suorum quod idem Ricardus

mihi facere consuevit pro duabus bovatis terre quas de me tenuit

in Swinescow et homagium et servitium omnium hominum
meorum in Hutlesdale et heredum suorum, etc. Hiis testibus

Ricardo de Draycote,
1 Willelmo Meverel,

2 Roberto de Roce[ster],

Willelmo Marescallo de Stanton, Matheo de Kniveton,
3
Johanne

Clerico et aliis. Datum die Palmarum anno regni Regis llenrici

filii Regis Johannis tricesimo octavo. (38 Hen. III., A.D. 1254.)

(Seal gone.)

1. Richard de Draycote was lord of Draycote on the Moors, co. Stafford,

and at this date was Justiciary of Chester.

2. William Meverel was lord of Throwley, co. Stafford.

3. Matthew de Kniveton was lord of Bradley, co. Derby.

31. Omnibus Chrispi fidelibus hoc scriptum visuris vel audi-

turis Laurentius permissione divina Abbas Burtonie et ejusdem
loci conventus salutem in domino sempiternam. Noveritis nos

concessisse, etc., domino Hugoni de Acovere et heredibus suis

quod ipsi de cetero persolvant apud Hum altomato nostro

firmam nostram quam nobis pro villa de Acovere et de Hum
et terra de Casturne solvere tenentur scilicet duas marcas singulis
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annis in die sancti martini sicut solvere consueverunt apud
Burton sine difficultate. In cujus rei testimonium huic scripto

sigillum capituli nostri est appensum. Datum apud Burtona

anno gratie millesimo decentesimo quinquagesimo sexto.

(A.D. 1256.)

(Seal gone.)

32. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Hawysia de Thorp in

ligia viduitate mea relaxavi etomnino quiet clamavi, etc., domino

Hugoni de Accovere et heredibus suis vel assignatis, duas

bovatas terre cum pertinentiis in villa de Swinesco, illas scilicet

quas ego de ipso Hugoni tenui prius in eadcm villa pro

homagio et servitio, etc. Hiis testibus, Roberto de Wedneslega,
Thoma Meverel, Roberto Fichet, Hugone de la Coldewalle,

Henrico de Hum, Ricardo de Patris et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

33. Anno gratie M CC LX octavo in vigilia beati Oswaldi

Regis ita convenitur inter dominum Willelmum de Venablis

(sic) ex parte una et dominum Willelmum Wyther ex altera

videlicet quod predictus dominus W. Wyther solvit predicto

W. de Venablis centum solidos sterlingorum et solvet eidem

W. apud Akovere vel Snellesdale viginti libras et dimidiam

marcam sterling pro duabus bovatas terre cum pertinentiis

in Snellesdale et pro tota terra cum pertinentiis quam dictus

W. de Venablis tenuit de domino Hugone de Akovere citra

Festum beati Martini proximo sequentem. Et facta solutione

predicte pecunie dicto Willelmo de Venablis sive heredibus suis

sive assignatis suis per predictum Willelmum vel heredes

suos sive assignatos suos, statim et sine dilatione et sine

impedimento predictus Willelmus de Venablis sive heredes sui

mittet predictum W. Wither in plenam saysinam omnium

predictorum tenementorum etc. Hiis testibus Willelmo de

Caveriswelle, Willelmo de Chetilton, Roberto filio suo,

Henrico de Mapilton, Henrico de la Forde, Thoma de Mapilton,
L
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Henrico pistore Henrico Eiiis Willelmo de Hulde clerico et

aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

Sir William Wyther was a distinguished man-at-arms of this period. He
married Orabil the widow of Sir Richard Draycote, see p. 31, Vol. VII

Staff. Collections.

34. Sciant presentes et futuri etc. ego Philippus de Draycote
dedi etc., Domine Orabilie quondam uxori domini Ricardi

patris mei et heredibus suis vel assignatis totam terram meam
una cum dote sua et omnibus pertinentiis suis quam habui in

villa de Kalton pro homagio et servitio suo et duas quercus in

boscho meo de Wyston singulis annis per visum forestarii mei

etc. Reddendo inde annuatim mihi et heredibus meis ipsa et

heredes sui vel assignati sui singulis annis unum par albarum

cyrotecarum die Sancti Michaelis etc. Hiis testibus Dominis

Willelmo de Kaverswalle tune Vicecomite Staffordie et Salopie*

Philippo de Lega,f Willelmo de Chetilton, Ricardo Basset,

Willelmo de Yppestanes, Radulfo Basset Rectore ecclesie de

Draycote, Thoma Basset, Rogero de Vernay, Thoma de

Kersewalle, Henrico de Brad[burne] Ricardo de Fowall, et

aliis.

(Seal gone.)

* William de Caverswall was Sheriff of Stafford and Salop, 1260, and

again in 1268. He also held the Hundred of Totmonslow by grant of the

King. (Fine Roll, 46 H. III.)

t Philip de Lega was lord of Leigh, co. Stafford, and the other

witnesses can all be identified from the Staffordshire Collections.

35. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Henricus de Hylum
remisi et quietam clamavi de me et heredibus meis in

perpetuum Domino Ricardo de Draycote et heredibus suis unam
toftam in villa de Calton cum pertinentiis illam scilicet quam
Galfridus Tornator quondam tenuit etc. Hiis testibus Domino
Willelmo de Aldithelega, Willelmo Meverel de Trulega, Ricardo

persona de Kingeleha, Willelmo de Hippestone, Willelmo de

Chetelton, Nicholao de Colton, Ricardo de Tene et multis aliis.

Seal, a crescent between two stars, with the legend ;

Sigillum Hanri (sic) de Ilium.
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36. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo de

Acovere concessi etc., Ricardo de Swynscou et Cecilie uxori

sue pro homagio et servitio suo duas bovatas terre et unum
toftum quod Oky quondam tenuit etc. in villa et territorio de

Swyniscou illas scilicet bovatas terre quas dictus Ricardus

prius tenuit de Margeria de Hultone et Galfrido filio suo.

Concessi etiam etc. eisdem Ricardo et Cecilie uxori sue quatuor

acras terra de vasto meo propinquiores terre sue, scilicet tres

acras jacentes apud Bothislega et unam acram juxta hayam

que fuit Ivones de Swyniscou et etiam concessi eisdem Ricardo

et Cecilie uxore sue quatuor plaustratas clausture de bosco meo

de Swyniscou etc. Reddendo inde annuatim michi et heredibus

meis idem Ricardus et Cecilia et heredes eorum sexdecim

denarios argenti etc. pro omnibus servitiis secularibus demandis

et exactionibus salvo forinseco servitio quod pertinet ad

predictam terram et salva secta curie mee de Akovere pro tota

terra sua et etiam salva secta molendini mei de Acovere ad

vicesimum quartum grani etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo

de Chetclton, Willelmo de Ipestanes, Thoma Meverel de

Thruleg, Benedicto de la Coudrey, Hugone de Beveresforde,

Willelmo Putrel, Henrico de la Forde, Henrico de Casterne et

multis aliis.

(A small round seal of green wax with an effigy on it,

apparently an antique classical head
; legend illegible.)

37. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo de

Acoure dedi et concessi, etc., domino Ricardo de Draykotes et

heredibus suis vel assignatis et eorum heredibus pro homagio
et servitio suo totam terram quam habui in villa de Calton cum
hominibus et omni eorum sequela, etc. Reddendo inde annuatim

mihi et heredibus meis ipse et heredes sui, etc., unum denarium

ad Penthecostem pro omni servitio, etc., salvo forinseco servitio

domini Regis. Et sciendum quod predictus Ricardus nee

heredes sui, etc., aliquam sectam facient ad curiam meam de

Acoure ratione dicte terre, etc. Hiis testibus Waltero de

London Abbate de Crok[esden] Willelmo de Aldithelegh,

Roberto de Legh, Willelmo de Venablis, Roberto de Bek,

persona de Checkele, Thoma de Bradeford persona de Thorp,
L 2
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Ricardo persona de Kingesle, Willelmo de Chetilton, Willelmo

de Ippestanes, Ricardo de Thene, Roberto de Thorp et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

38. Omnibus, etc., Johannes permissione divina Abbas

Burthofi etc., Noverit universitas vestra nos dedisse etc., domino

Hugoni de Acoure militi unam placeam in villa de Acoure, illam

scilicet in qua solebant capellani capelle de Acoure servientes que

pertinere solebat ad dictam capellam salva via usque ecclesiam,

etc. Hiis testibus Johanne de Aldetheleya, Domino de Blora,

Matheo de Kniveton, Thoma Meverel de Thouelega, Henrico

de Casterne, Johanne filio Henrici de Ylum, Roberto Fichet de

Mapelton, Adam de Ylum, Thoma Meverel de Mapelton, Rogero
de eadem villa, Nicholao filio Symonis de Ylum et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

39. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo de Akovere

dedi, etc., Willelmo de Venables et heredibus suis seu assignatis et

eorum heredibus exceptis religiosis Burgensibus et Judeis pro

homagio et servitio suo duas bovatas terre cum omnibus

pertinentiis suis in villa de Snellisdale, illas scilicet quas Matilda

quondam uxor Roberti de Snellisdale tenuit. Tenendas et

habendas de me et heredibus meis, etc., salvo le Oldeflat

ct parco de Akovere. Hiis testibus Thoma de ( )

Jordano de Snuterton, Hugone de Menil, Serlone de Mungay,
Roberto de Andew [ ] Henrico de Ylum, Rogero de

Wodehuses, Roberto de Wednesle et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

40. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Hugo de

Akovere dedi, etc., domino Willelmo de Venables pro

homagio et servitio suo unum assartum in territorio de Akovere

subtus Wodehus quod jacet inter viam et Le Longeflats quod
scilicet Robertus de Snellesdale tenuit, etc. Solvendo inde

annuatim mihi et heredibus meis unum par albarum cirote-

karum ad festum Sancti Johannis Baptiste, etc. Hiis testibus

Roberto de Wednesle, Rogero de Wodehous, Willelmo
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de Ippestone, Roberto de Kasterne, Henrico de Ylum,

Hugone de Koldewall, Henrico de Huncistone clerico et

aliis.

(Seal gone.)

4OA. Die veneris proximo post festum Sancti Michalis anno

regni Regis Henrici filii Regis Johannis quadragesimo primo,
Dominus Petrus de Monte forti recepit a domino Hugone de

Acovere castrum de Bruges cum rebus subscriptis, videlicet

puteum ejusdem castri bene reparatum cum boketo, ferro ligato,

cum catena et corda bona, due mense dormientes et una magna
mensa mobilis cum uno trestello, et decem prisones (sic) in

prisona et novem paria de Buys cum octodecim paribus deanulis,

et undecim ligna ad mangonell : et quatuor alneas cum uno

plumpbo fracto et uno furno male reparato et sexdecim claves

de seruris. In cujus rei testimonium hec scripta inter ipsos ad

modum cyrographum confecerunt. Hiis testibus Waltero

Palmerio de Bruges, Johanne de Castro, Nicholao capellano,

Ada de Stottesdone, Roberto le Mazun, Ricardo de P3 clerico

et aliis. Idem vero Petrus recepit de dicto Hugone quatuor
arcus de alblistar

9
et quatuor telers.

The above deed reached me too late to be described in the narrative of

the life of Sir Hugh de Okeover. It states that on the Friday after the

Feast of St. Michael 41 H. III. (October, 1257), Sir Peter de Montfort took

over from Sir Hugh de Acouve, the castle of Bruges (Bridgenorth) with its

contents, viz., the well of the Castle in good repair, with bucket, bound with

iron and with a chain and good cords, two dormer tables and one large

one moveable with a trestle and ten prisoners in prison, with nine pairs

of
"
Buys," with eighteen pairs of rings and eleven timbers for mangonells

and four
" alneas "

(? troughs), with a broken lead, an oven in bad repair

and sixteen keys for locks.

Sir Hugh was Sheriff of Salop and Staffordshire in the years 1256-57,

and in that capacity would have charge of the Royal Castles in those

counties. By the above deed he hands over the Castle of Bridgenorth and

its contents to Sir Peter de Montfort, who succeeded him as Sheriff in

September, 1257.

Quietum clameum Elene quondam uxoris Roberti de Esshe-

burlifactmn Hugoni de Acouere de villa de Caldeloive.

4OB. Omnibus presens scriptum visuris vel audituris Elena

quondam uxor Roberti de Esseburne salutem in domino.
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Noveritis me in viduilate mea et legitima potestate mea
relaxasse et quietam clamasse de me et heredibus meis

Hugoni de Acouere fratri meo et heredibus suis villam de

Caldelowe cum omnibus pertinericiis suis sine aliquo retene-

mento, quam villam predictus Hugo dedit mihi in liberum

maritagium cum Roberto de Esseburn. Ita scilicet quod nee ego
nee heredes mei nee aliquis nomine meo in predicta villa de

Caldelowe cum omnibus pertinenciis sicut predictum est pro

aliquo iure vel clamio quod habui vel habere potui in ea de

cetero aliquid exigere poterimus. In cuius rei testimonium huic

present! scripto sigillum meum apposui. Hiis testibus domino

Willelmo de apporteyn (? Ippesteyn), domino Willelmo de

Venables, Henrico de Alsop, Roberto de Wednisleg, domino

Sampsone capellano de Wykesworth, Hugone de Bentleg,
Roberto de Fenton et aliis.*

* Okeover Chartulary, Wood MS., No. 6, fol. 33, Bodleian Library,
Oxford.

41. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Johannes de Lea
et Idonea uxor mea penitus relaxavimus et in perpetuum

quietum clamavimus Hugoni de Acovere et heredibus suis

totum jus et clamium quod habuimus etc. in uno tofto cum

pertinentiis etc. in villa de Esseburne etc. Hiis testibus

Roberto de Esseburne, Roberto de Wenneslega, Johanne de

Offedecote, Roberto de Thorpe, Henrico de Alsope, Thoma de

Esseburne, Henrico de Mapilton, Rogero de la Wodehuse,
Willelmo Putrel, Johanne clerico et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

42. Sciant etc. quod ego Rogerus de Wodehuses concessi etc.

Hugoni de Akovere militi et heredibus suis etc. quod ipsi possint

in perpetuum de wasto suo et bosco suo ubicunque in feodo de

Swyneschouh commodum suum quocunque modo voluerint

facere et ad culturam reducere et assartare, salva mihi et

heredibus meis communam pasture ad terram quam tenui in

Swyneschouh pertinentem post blada asportata et fena levata in

feodo de Swyneschouh etc. Hiis testibus Willelmo Meverel,
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Willelmo le Mareschal, Henrico de Hum, Nicholao de Calton,

Willelmo de Hulton, et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

43. Noverint omnes etc. quod ego Henricus filius Henrici de

Hum dedi etc. Domino Ricardo de Draicote militi et heredibus

suis etc. pro homagio et servitio suo totam terram meam quam
habui in villa de Calton etc. et cum servitio quatuor solidorum

quod percipio per annum de terra matris mee quam tenet in

dotem in Calton. Habendam etc. cum omnibus nativis meis de

Calton et eorum catallis et cum tota eorum sequela. Reddendo

inde annuatim mihi et heredibus meis etc. duas sagittas barbatas

ad Penthecostem et sex solidos per annum Willelmo de Buterdon

ad festum Sancti Martini et Domino Hugoni Despensario

duodecim denarios ad eundem terminum, et faciendo sequelam
bis per annum ad curiam Domini Abbatis de Rowcestre etc.

Et sciendum quod tenentes dicte terre de Calton facient sectam ad

molendinum meum de Hum etc. Pro hac autem donatio etc. dedit

mihi dictus Ricardus quater viginti marcas argenti per manibus

etc. Hiis testibus Dominis Hugone de Acoure, Nigello de

Longeford, Roberto de Becco, Willelmo Meverel, Willelmo

domino de Caveruswalle, Willelmo de Ippestanes, Ricardo de

Thene, Nicholao de Calton, Thoma de Kersewalle, Benedicto de

Coudrai, Willelmo de Goueswrd et aliis.

Seal of green wax with the effigy of an eagle displayed

and legend, S. Henrici de Hum (non-armorial).

44. Sciant etc. quod ego Willelmus de Leya concessi etc.

Roberto de Acovere et heredibus suis etc. totam meam terram

de Schone quam tenui etc. Hiis testibus Domino Roberto de

Esseburne tune Senescallo, Rogero de Wednisle, Roberto

filio suo, Henrico de Alsop, Roberto de Thorp, Henrico de

Mapilton, Henrico de Ylum et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)
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45. Sciant presentes etc. quod ego Robertus films Hugonis de

Acovere dedi etc. Willelmo Wyther militi et heredibus suis etc.

unum toftum et croftum quod Robertus Fychet de patre meo
tenuit in le Wodehuses in feodo de Mathelfeld etc. cum toto

parco quod idem Robertus tenuit de patre meo in feodo de

Acovere. Concessi etiam eidem Willelmo communam pasture et

turbarie in Swenesco et husbote et haybote in bosco de Swenesco

salvis, michi defensis meis etc. Hiis testibus Henrico de

Casterne, Roberto de Wudehouse, Roberto Fychet, Ricardo

Acovere, Hugone fratre suo, Thoma de Thene, Willelmo filio

Philippi de eadem et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

46. Sciant etc. quod ego Radulfus filius Philippi de Rouecestre

excensu et assensu Cecilie uxoris mee dedi etc. Roberto de

Acovere et heredibus suis etc. tres acras prati in territorio de

Wihtmere etc. quas cepi in libero maritagio cum dicta Cecilia etc.

Tenendas et habendas de me et heredibus meis, etc. solvendo

inde annuatim mihi et heredibus eis unum denarium ad festum

Sancti Oswaldi etc. Hiis testibus Rogero de Vednisle, Willelmo

de Leia, Rogero de Vudeh(ouse), Gilberto de Stretton, Willelmo

de Meleburne, Radulfo de Vihtmere, Hugone Bulloc et aliis.

(Seal, a fleur de lys.)

47. Sciant presentes etc. quod ego Willelmus Wyther miles

concessi etc. Roberto filio domini Hugonis de Okovere et

heredibus suis, etc. totum jus et clamium quod habui vel

habere potui in communam pasturam (szc) de Okovere in feodo

domini Abbatis de Burton quam pasturam habere clamavi

ratione tenementi quod habeo in feodo domini Prioris de

Tottinburi etc. Hiis testibus, Domino Priore Sancti Thome,
domino Willelmo de Kavereswelle, domino Reginaldo de Lega
rectore ecclesie de Lega, Thoma Meverel, Thoma de

Cressewelle Johanne de Houton, Ricardo cle Akovere,
Willelmo Meverel de Ylum, Willelmo [ ] et aliis.

(Seal gone.)
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48. Sciant presentes etc. quod ego Margeria que fui uxor

quondam Robert! de la Chaumbre domina cujusdam partis

ville de Denstone in libera potestate et viduetate mea dedi etc.

Roberto de Acovere duodecim denariatas (sic) redditus cum

pertinentiis in Denstone exeunte de tenemento quod Alote de

Foxwyst et Margeria filia ejus de me tenent in eadem villa.

Hiis testibus Johanne de Whehamstede tune senescallo domini

Johannis Verdun de Alveton, Roberto de Lotteborgh, Willelmo

de Warr, Henrico filio Waited de Denstone et aliis.

(A small seal, non-armorial.)

49. Sciant etc. quod ego, Robertus filius Rogeri de Wodehuses

dedi etc. domino Willelmo Wither duas partes totius terre quas
habui ex dono Ade filii Ricardi de Snellesdale in feodo de

eadem et duas partes crofti cum duabus partibus haye et

duas partes gardini cum edificiis et duas partes quatuor
bovatarum terre in territorio de Mathelfield cum duabus

partibus assartorum in eadem in quibus idem Adam me
feofavit pro excambio terre apud le Wudehuses, etc. Hiis

testibus Roberto domino de Acovere, Thoma Hervy, Willelmo

Coynee, Thoma de Thene, Thoma de Wodehuses, et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

50. Sciant etc., quod Thomas films Willelmi de Tylintun dedi,

etc., domino Willelmo Wyther militi et heredibus suis duodecim

denarios annui redditus de Ricardo filio Ricardi de Draycote
domino de Tylintun quos ipse michi reddidit annuatim in

Annunciationem beate Marie pro uno mesuagio cum

pertinentiis in Tylintun quod Robertus de Aula tenuit, etc.

Hiis testibus Thoma domino de Kersewalle, Roberto de

Haneghate, Willelmo Unfrey, Clemente Scriptore, Helia super
le Hille et multis aliis cum Herveo fabro.

(A seal, non-armorial.)

51. Sciant, etc., quod ego Willelmus le Fremon de Tilintone

dedi etc., Domino Willelmo Wyyr (sic) t (Wyther) et heredibus
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suis et Orabilie uxori sue ad totam vitam suam, totam partem
meam prati quam vocatur Walkeristoc in campo de Tilinton, etc.

Reddendo inde annuatim mihi et heredibus meis ille Dominus
Willelmus et heredes suis et Orabilia uxor sua in tota vita sua

ununi par albarum cirotecarum de prescio unius denarii ad

festum Sancti Johannis Baptiste, etc. Hiis testibus Domino
Willelmo de Chaveriswalle, Thoma de Cressewelle, Willelmo

fratre suo, Willelmo Umfrey de foregate, Nicholao de Ware,
Herberto fabro de foregate, Clemente scriptore et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

52. Sciant, etc., quod ego Agnes relicta quondam Rogeri
Houlf de Esseburne in pura et legitima viduitate mea dedi,

etc., Hugoni de Wodehouse fratri meo unam acram terre cum

pertinentiis in territorio de la Wodehouse, illam videlicet acram

quam habui ex dono Hugonis Here quondam patris mei, que

quidem acra jacet inter terram domini Willelmi Wyther ex

parte boriali et terram Sibille relicte quondam Ricardi le

Chalunner de Esseburne ex parte altera, etc., Reddendo inde

annuatim heredibus Rogeri Here de Wodehouse servitia debita

et consueta, videlicet tres obolos, etc. Hiis testibus Thoma de

Wodehouse Clerico Waltero Wyther de Ylum, Thoma de

Wodehouse laico, Rogero le Meyne de Blore et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

53. Sciant, etc., quod ego Willelmus de la Coldewalle dedi,

etc., Isabelle de Bermyngeham et Rogero filio Johannis de

Acovere totum illud tenementum, etc., quod habui de dono

Willelmi le Mercer et Emme uxoris sue in le Wodehouse juxta

Acovere, etc. Hiis testibus [ ] Henrico filio Herberti,

Johanne de Casterne, Hugone de [ ]wold, Waltero Wyther,
Thoma de Hynkys [ ] et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

54. Sciant, etc., quod ego Henricus marescallus de Staunton

dedi etc., Alicie filie Willelmi filii mei pro homagio et servitio
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suo unum toftum, etc., in villa de Staunton quod quidem toftum

Iseuda de Staunton quondam tenuit, etc. Tenendum de me, etc.

Hiis testibus Radulfo Wyther, Willelmo domino de Wotton,
Ranulfo fabro de Staunton, Radulfo de Modbirleye, Hugone
filio Nicholai de eadem, Roberto clerico et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

55. Sciant etc. quod ego Johannes le Marchal in Stanton

dedi etc. Henrico filio Alote totam illam terram cum tofto et

crofto quam Willelmus le Bercher quondam tenuit in eadem villa

de Cesalia (sic) quondam relicta Johannis le Marchal et jacet

illud toftum et croftum inter terram Abbatis Roucestrensis et

terram Radulfi Wyther etc. Tenendam predictam terram cum

suis pertinentiis de Domino Theobaldi de Verdun et heredibus

suis etc. Reddendo inde annuatim Domino Theobaldo de Verdun

et heredibus suis tres denarios argenti etc. Hiis testibus Radulfo

Wyther, Willelmo Mareschallo, Willelmo clerico de Wotton,

Johanne Hurning, Waltero clerico et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

56. Hec est conventio facta inter Robertum de Ocovere filium

Hugonis de Ocovere ex parte una et Thomam de Wodehwsis

ex altera, videlicet quos dictus Robertus relaxavit et quiet-

clamavit dicto Thome et heredibus suis sex denarios annui

reditus quos dictus Robertus exigebat de dicto Thome pro

quodam tenemento in Swenescho etc. Hiis testibus Willelmo

Coyne, Roberto de Wodehus, Rogero Here de eadem, Johanne
le hume la dame (sic), Rogero de Bromsulf clerico, et aliis.

(Seal gone.)

57. Sciant etc. quod ego Petrus filiis Roberti de Vithul

concessi etc. et in manu domini mei Roberti de Acavere (sic)

resignavi unam bovatam terre in villa de Shene etc. Hiis testibus

Henrico de Deneston, Ricardo de Draycote, Henrico de Ylum,

Willelmo de Yppestanes, Willelmo Meverel, Johanne de

Beveresford, Roberto Casterne, Ada de Rust, Rogero de

Wodehus, et aliis.

(Seal gone.;
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58. Sciant etc. quod ego Robertus filius Roberti filii Tholy
assensu et voluntate Dionisie uxoris mee concessi etc. Domino
Roberto filio Hugonis de Acovere pro quadraginta solidos

sterlingorum quos idem Robertus mihi pacavit per manibus

quatuor bovatas terre in Bradeburne, illas scilicet quas Hugo de

Acovere dedit mihi in liberum maritagium cum Dionisia filia

sua et uxore mea. Tenendas etc. a festo Sancti Michaelis etc.

usque in finem viginti annorum sequentum completorum etc.

Hiis testibus Nicholao Persona de Esseburne, Hugone capellano
de Acovere, Thoma de Curcun, Rogero filio Joscelini, Galfrido

Blundo, Petro Blundo, Galfrido clerico, Matheo de Kniveton,
Thoma Juvene, et aliis.

(Seal destroyed.)

59. Sciant etc. quod ego Robertus filius Hugonis de Akovere
dedi etc. Johanni fratri meo pro homagio et servitio suo duas

bovatas terre etc. in feudo de Attelowe, que omnia Adam filius

Johannis de Attelowe de me Roberto tenuit aliquando.
Tenendas et habendas predicto Johanne et heredibus suis ex

corpore suo legitime procreatis etc. Reddendo inde annuatim

mihi Roberto et heredibus meis sex solidos et octo denarios, etc.

Hiis testibus Matheo de Knyveton, Radulfo de Munjoy, Roberto

de Fenton, Thoma de Mapilton, Thoma Hervy, Johanne Blundo
de Murkaston, Henrico de Knyveton, Willelmo de Hulton et

aliis. Data in crastino beate Petronelle Virginis anno gratie

MCCLXX Octavo.

(Seal gone.)

Carta Dyonisie uxoris Roberti filii Tholifacta Roberto deAcouere
de iiij bovatis terre in territorio suo in Bradeburne.

60. Sciant presentes et futuri presens scriptum visuri et

audituri quod ego Dionisia quondam uxor Roberti filii Tholi in

vidualitate (sic) mea et ligitima potestate mea vendidi Roberto
de Acouere fratri meo et heredibus suis quatuor bovatas terre cum
omnibus pertinentiis suis in teritorio de Bradeburn illas scilicet

quas Hugo pater meus dedit mihi in liberum maritagium.
Habendas et tenendas de me et heredibus meis sibi et heredibus



THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVER. 157

suis libere ct quiete plenc et pacifice. Reddendo inde annuatim
mihi et heredibus meis de se et heredibus suis unas albas

cyrothecas ad Nativitatem Domini pro omni servicio et exactione

ad me vel ad heredes meos pertinente salvo forinceco servicio.

Pro hac autem vendicione prefatus Robertus dedit mihi pre
manibus quinque marcas argenti. Et ego Dicnisia ct heredes

mei predictas quatuor bovatas terre cum omnibus pertinentiis

suis predicto Roberto et heredibus suis contra omnes homines

warantizabimus. Et ut hec vendicio rata et inconcussa permaneat

presens scriptum sigilli mei appositione munivi. Hiis testibus

Philippe de Tok, Galfrido de Acouere, Jordano de Sniterton,

Johanne capellano de Acouere, Radulfo de Acouere, Roberto de

Wednislega, Roberto de Thorp, Radulfo clerico de Pevervvico,

Henrico filio Johannis de Mapulton et aliis.*

* Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 28.

61. Conventio hec facta est inter dominum Willelmum

Wyther ex una parte et Julianam quondam uxorem Henrici

Base et Robertum filium suum ex altera parte videlicet quod

predictus dominus Willelmus tradidit et dimisit predictis

Juliane et Roberto unum mesuagium cum edificiis, etc., in

Thene quod Nicholaus films Rogeri et Ysolda uxor sua ante

tenuerunt. Habendum, etc., sibi et heredibus vel assignatis suis,

etc., usque ad terminum triginta annorum, etc., anno regni regis

Edwardi IXno
,
etc. Reddendo inde annuatim dicto Willelmo

et heredibus suis tres solidos argenti, etc. Hiis testibus Henrico

de Bradeheved, Willelmo filio Philippi de Thene, Galfrido de

Fowall, Thoma de Ylmendon, Thoma filio Nigelli de Thene

et aliis.
1

(Seal destroyed.)

1

Heniy de Bredeved, William fitz Philip of Tene and Thomas de Tene, all occur

as jurors of the Hundred of Totmonslowe, 53 H. III. (1269), to return a verdict

whether the vill of Weston under Couremund (Weston Coyney) was situated within

the Hundred of Totmonslowe, or the Hundred of Pirehill (Staffordshire Collections,

Vol. IV. p. 170). The family of Fitz Philip of Tene dropped the "Fitz" in the

next generation and occur with the surname of Philip only. They can be traced

down to the present day as freeholders in Tene, and the present head of the family,

Capel Philips, Esq. ,
of Heath House, is now lord of the manor. William fitz Philip of

Tene formed one of the jury of the Hundred at the Assizes of 21 E. I., a position which
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62. Sciant, etc., quod ego dominus Robertas dc Acovir miles

dedi, etc., Hugoni filio Hugonis Here de le Wodehowsis pro

homagio et servitio suo tres placeas terre in feodo de Maynfelt,

etc. Tenendas et habendas de me Roberto et heredibus meis

vel meis assignatis predicto Hugoni et heredibus suis, etc.

Hiis testibus, Galfrido Martel, Roberto de le Wodehowsis,
Thoma filio Ricardi de eadem, Rogero filio Hugonis Here,

Radulfo de Swyniscoch, Henrico filio Yvelot, Rogero et

aliis.

(Seal gone.)

63. Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego Matildis de

Grendona in viduitate et in legali potcstate mea dedi, etc.,

Rogero de Accovere filio meo et heredibus suis totam illam

terram de hereditate mea que extendit in longitudine a

crofto Radulfi filii Willelmi tune tenentis, ad fossatum quod
dividit duas culturas quod extendit a via Regis usque ad

Lutlevvodebroc et in latitudine a dicta via Regis usque ad

Lutlewodebroc, etc. Reddendo inde annuatim mihi et heredibus

meis, etc., unum par albarum cirotekarum, etc. Hiis testibus

domino Roberto de Accovere, domino Willelmo de Mungomery,
domino Roberto de Esseburne, domino Thoma de Ednesovere,
domino Ricardo de Ednesovere, Olivero le foun, Ranulfo de

Westona, Henrico le foun et multis aliis.
1

(Seal gone.)

shows that he must have been a freeholder of considerable local importance at that

date, and as the family held originally land in Draycote, I believe that they are a

younger branch of the family of Draycote, of Draycote, in which the Christian name

of Philip occurs in every generation in the thirteenth century.
1 It will be noted no place is named in the above deed, but from another deed

Lutelwodsbroc appears to have been in Snelston. According to the MS. pedigree
at Okeover, this Matilda was the widow of Geoffrey de Okeover. She was probably

daughter of Ralph Peche of Boylestone, for on the Curia Regis Roll of 5 John

(No. 32) m. 2, there is a suit in which Nicholas Peche sued Geoffrey de Achoure and

Matilda, his wife, in a plea of service due for a knight's fee in Wivelaston and

Bodekaston (sic), and see note on p. 258 of Vol. XVI of Staffordshire Collections.

In 3 John, Geoffrey's suit against Ralph fitz Herbert respecting a mill was adjourned
sine die, as Geoffrey was in the King's prison at Nottingham. (Curia Regis Roll,

No. 25.)
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64. Sciant, etc., quod ego Henricus films Hereberti miles dedi,

etc., Johanni de Acovere et Margerie filie mei uxori sue totum

manerium de Acovere cum suis pertinentiis una cum le

Wodehouses, Coldewalle, Hum, Casterne et alibi ubicunque
sine aliquo retenemento, etc., faciendo inde servitium capitalibus

dominis illius manerii debitum et consuetum, etc. Et si

humanitus de predicto Johanne sine herede de corpore suo

legitime procreate obierit totum predictum manerium cum suis

pertinentiis ut predictum est predicte Margerie ad totam vitam

remaneat, et post decessum suum, heredibus propinquioribus
dicti Johannis revertetur, etc. Hiis testibus Dominis Willelmo

de Mongomery, Radulfo de Monjoye militibus, Rogero de

Wondesleye Johanne Soule, Willelmo Meverel, Roberto de

Wodehouses, Waltero Clerico et aliis. Data die Martis

proximo ante festum omnium Sanctorum anno regni Regis
Edvvardi filii Regis Henrici tertiodecimo.

(Seal gone.)

65. Hec est convencio facta inter Johannem filium Roberti de

Acouere de Willelmtim Folejaumbe ex altera. Anno Domini

m cc octogesimo tercio die dominica proxima post Purifica-

tionem beate Marie virginis facta fuit hec convencio inter Johan-
nem filium Roberti de Acouere et Willelmum Folejaumbe ex

altera parte, videlicet quod dictus Johannes de Acouere concessit

dari Orabille sorori sue et Johanni filio Willelmi Folejaumbe in

libero maritagio quinque bovatas terre et quinque acras cum

pertinentiis suis de suis bovatis terre in feodo de Snelliston in

loco competentiori (sic). Et si sue bovate terre non sufficiunt ad

quantitatem quinque bovatarum et quinque acrarum terre, con-

cessit quod defectus tante terre sit captus et mensuratus de

dominicis suis in eodem feodo bono loco et competenti. Et

predictus Willelmus Folejaumbe concessit patrari eidem Johanni
et Orabille quinque bovatas et quinque acras terre et omnia ilia

edificia cum omnibus pertinentiis suis in feodo de Snelliston

de quibus finalis concordia facta fuit in curia Domini Regis
inter Willelmum Folejambe ex una parte et Rogerum de

Wardington ex altera parte. Et dicte quinque bovate et quinque
acre terre de dono Johannis de Acouere erunt de quantitate et

mensura illarum quinque bovatarum et quinque acrarum terre
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que sunt de dono Willelmi Folejaumbe. Habendas et tenendas

de dicto Johanne de Acouere et heredibus suis dictis Johanni et

Orabille et heredibus suis legitime inter eos procreatis. Et si

contingat quod dicti Johannes et Orabilla absque herede inter se

procreate obierint, quod predicte quinque bovate et quinque acre

terre et omnia ilia edificia illo tempore existencia que habent ex

dono Willelmi Folejaumbe post mortem utriusque, dicto Willelmo

Folejaumbe et heredibus suis sine contradictione seu impediment
dicti Johannis de Acouere vel alicujus revertentur. Et si alius 1

de predictis Johanne de Acouere et Willelmo Folejaumbe se

retraxerit antequam plena seisina de singulis bovatis et acris

terre et edificiis in forma predicta dictis Johanni et Orabille facta

fuerit, concessit vigintt libros sterlingorum domino Edmundo
fratri regis Ariglie solvendos pro forisfactura. In cujus rei

testimonium uterque illorum alterius scripto ad modum cyrograffi

confecto sigillum suum apposuit Preterea quinque bovate et

quinque acre terre quas habent de dono Johannis de Acouere

post mortem utriusque Johannis et Orabille si absque herede

inter se decesserint dicto Johanni de Acouere et heredibus suis

sine calumpnia vel impedimento alicujus revertent. Hiis testibus

Rogero Kokeyn, Stephano de Irton, Rogero de Wedneslega,
Henrico de Knyveton, Henrieo de Mapulton, Roberto de Tyde-
wall et aliis.*

* From the Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 31.

66. Sciant etc. quod ego Willelmus de Wylburham heres

domini Willelmi de Venables militis, dedi, concessi etc., Rogero
filio et heredi Johannis de Akovere totum jus et clamium quod
habui etc. in homagiis, serviciis, redditibus, wardis, releviis et

escheatis domini Willelmi Wyther que idem dominus Willelmus

Wyther facere consuevit pro tenementis que de predicto domino

Willelmo de Venables aliquando tenuit in Snellesdale, etc. Hiis

testibus Willelmo de Stafford, Philippe de Baryntone, Ricardo

de Draycote militibus, Johanne de Casterne, Waltero Wyther,
Thoma de Combrugge et multis aliis. Data apud Akovere

die veneris proxima post festum Sancti Jacobi apostolici Anno

Regni Regis Edwardi filii Regis Henrici vicesimo octavo.

(Seal gone.)
1

Sic, but should be " uter."
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67. Sciant etc. quod ego Rogerus films Johannis de Acovere
miles dedi etc. Johanni filio Thome molendinarii de Ylum

carpentario et Matildis de Grendon uxori ejus, unum mesuagium
cum edificiis superastantibus et quintam partem totius terre et

parci cum pertinentiis in la Coldewalle in feodo de Acovere que
Henricus de le Grene de Sriellestone et Letitia uxor ejus de me
tenuerunt. Habendum etc. de me et heredibus meis etc. ad

totam vitam upsorum Johannis et Matildis. Reddendo inde

annuatim michi et heredibus etc. novem solidos septem denarios

et obolum sterlingorum etc. Hiis testibus Henrico filio

Roberti de le Wodehouse, Ranulpho de Snellesdale, Hugone
Asser de Swynesscough, Ada de Werslouwe de eadem,
Simone de Snellesdale et aliis. Data apud Acovere octavo

die mensis marcii anno regni Regis Edwardi filii Regis Edwardi
decimo nono.

(Seal destroyed.)

68. Omnibus etc. Ricardus films Ricardi de Swynesco etc.

Noveritis me concessisse etc. domino Willelmo Wyther militi

unam placeam terre in Swynesco etc. quam terram dictus

Willelmus habuit ex dono Cecilie matris mee in sua viduetate

etc. Hiis testibus Thoma Meverel domino de Thruelee, Rogero
de Halys, Waltero Wyther domino de Ylome, Benedicto de

Boterdon, Thoma de Thene et aliis.

69. Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Rogerus de Okovere

miles dedi etc. Willelmo Persone ecclesie de Enefeld manerium

de Okovere cum pertinentiis. Habendum et tenendum

predictum manerium cum pertinentiis predicto Willelmo,

heredibus et assignatis suis de capitalibus dominis feodorum per

servitia inde debita et consueta etc. Hiis testibus Henrico de

Hamburi, Henrico de Birmintham militibus, Ricardo de Okovere,

Rogero de Okovere, Ranulpho de Locwode, Simone de Caldon,

Willelmo de Casterne et aliis. Data apud Okovere die

M
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dominica proximo post festum Pasche anno regni Edwardi

tertii a conquestu primo.
1

Legend.

S. ROGERI DE OKOVER.
The roundels are not shown on this shield, but they may have been

flattened out by pressure.

A writ to summon a jury between Roger de Okovir and

William de Ipstanes and others in a suit respecting common
of pasture in Maynfeld.

70. Rex Vicecomiti Staffordie salutem. Questus est nobis

Rogerus de Okovir quod Wellelmus de Ipstanes, Augnes que
fuit uxor Thome Wiyiy (sic Wyther), Elizabet, Augnes et

Alicia filie Thome Wiyiy injuste etc. disseisiverunt eum de

communa pasture sue in Maynfeld que pertinet ad liberum

tenementum suum in Okovir post primam etc. et ideo tibi

precipimus quod si predictus Rogerus fecerit se securitatem pro
clamio suo prosequendo tune facias xii liberos et legales
homines de visneto etc. summonere eos per bonos summonitores

quod sint coram Johanne de Bumslay et Willelmo de Scarlhill

etc. Teste me ipso apud Kenelworth, tertiodecimo die Novembris
anno r. r. E. tertio.

1 There are no bezants on the chief of this shield, but they may have been
flattened out of existence.
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On the back of the writ are the following names : Robertus
de Combrig, Radulfus de Lokwod, Willelmus filius Benedict! de

Boterdon, Willelmus de Stanlaw, Ricardus
[ ] Gierwyke,

Robertus de Careswelle, Ricardus de Bordmore, Hugo de Pessale,

Willelmus de Eyton, Robertus de Bradede, Willelmus de Tene,
Ricardus de Share de Alveton, Johannes Grene de Rockislay
and eleven others whose names are more or less illegible.

The full sentence after the words "
post primam

'
3 would be ''post

primam transfretationem domini Regis Henrici filii Regis Johannis in

Vasconiam? This was the limit of time for an action of this nature, which
had been enacted by the Statute of Merton of 20 H. III. In consequence
of this enactment they were styled

"
actions of novel disseisin."

Carta Laurentii de Okoure.

71. Sciant presenteset futunquod ego Laurentiusde Okoure
dedi concessi et hac presenti carta mea confirmavi Rogero de

Okoure militi et Cristiane uxori eius omnes terras et tenementa

que vel quas habui in villa de Morleye cum pertinentiis.

Habenda et tenenda omnes terras et tenementa predictis Rogero
et Cristiane uxori ejus et heredibus dicti Rogeri vel suis

assignatis de capitalibus dominis illius feodi per servicia inde

debita et de jure consueta, libere quiete integre bene et in pace
cum omnibus homagiis, wardis, releviis, eschaetis, dotibus

accidentibus, serviciis liberorum hominum, consuetudinibus

nativorum cum eorum sequelis et catallis, pratis, pasturis, boscis,

aquis, piscariis, viis, planis, semitis, moris, mariscis, turbariis,

brueriis, marleriis, quadrariis, (sic\ curiis, amerciamentis, dona-

tionibus, potestatibus et cum omnibus libertatibus, liberis

communis, aysiamentis, comoditatibus et juribus ad omnia

predicta tenementa pertinentibus ubicunque super terram et sub

terra infra villam et extra. Et ego vero predictus Laurentius et

heredes mei et assignati mei omnia predicta tenementa cum
omnibus suis pertinentiis sicut predictum est predictis Rogero
et Cristiane uxori sue et heredibus vel assignatis dicti Rogeri
et eorum heredibus vel assignatis contra omnes gentes waranti-

zabimus imperpetuum. In cujus rei testimonium huic presenti
carte sigillum meum apposui. Hiis testibus Hugone de

Meignyl, Nicholao de Longford, Radulfo de Breylesford, Rogero
M 2
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Deyncourt, Johanne de Verduym, Johanne filio Erberti,

Willelmo Rosel militibus et aliis. Datum apud Morleye die

dominica proximo post festum Conversionis Sancti Pauli anno

regni regis Edwardi tertii a conquestu quinto.*

* Okeover Chartulary, Bodleian Library, fol. 46.

72. Sciant, etc., quod ego Henricus filius Roberti del Wode-
house dedi, etc., Johanni filio meo et Letitie filie Willelmi de

Praers omnes terras et omnia tenementa, parca, redditus et pos-

sessiones cum omnibus pertinentiis suis sine aliquo retenemento

quas et que habui in le Wodehouse in feodo de Matherfeld et in

Swenescoch. Habenda et tenenda predictis Johanni et Letitie et

heredibus et assignatis suis, etc., in feodo et hereditate, etc.

Hiis testibus Dominis Rogero de Acovere, Johanne de Ipstanes

militibus Hugone Adam de Blore, Ranulpho del Wodehouse,
Simon Asser de Swenestoch, Hugone Asser de eadem Ricardo

fabro de Matherfeld et aliis. Data apud le Wodehouse die

Lune in festum Sancti Cedde Episcopi Anno Regni Regis
Edwardi post conquestum sexto.

(A seal, non-armorial.)

73. Omnibus, etc., Johannes filius Henrici filii Roberti del

Wodehouse et Letitia filia Willelmi de Praers salutem in

domino. Noveritis nos concessisse, etc., Willelmo filio Roberti

del Wodehouse tres placeas terre cum pertinentiis in le Wode-
house quarum una vocatur le Oldehouseyerd et alia le Parrok

et tertia placea vocatur Holbeclif. Habendas et tenendas

predicto Roberto ad totam vitam suam etc. Hiis testibus

Ranulfo del Wodehouse, Hugone Asser de Swenestoch, etc.

Data 1332,

(Seal destroyed.)

74. Sciant etc. quod nos Radulphus de Shirley et Margareta
uxor mea dedimus etc. Ricardo de la Pole de Hertyndon omnes

terras et tenementa que predicts Margarete descendebant per
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successione hereditari post mortem Walter! Waldeshelf patris

sui in Adgaresley in Comitatu Staffordie et in Assheburne,

Bradeleye, Knyveton, Peverwych Bradburne and la Lee juxta
Bradburne in Comitatu Derbeye simul cum homagiis et servitiis

liberorum tenentum etc. Exceptis illis terris et tenementis in la

Lee que idem Walterus tenuit ad terminum vite Willelmi de

Hopton. Habenct et tenenct omnia terras etc. predicto Ricardo

et heredibus et assignatis suis etc. Hiis testibus Willelmo de

Mapelton, Willelmo de Knyveton, Johanne de Lemynstre,.
Thoma de Matherfeld de Assheburne, Ricardo Hervy de

Assheburne, etc. Data apud Assheburne die Mercurii in festo

Sancti Johannis Baptiste anno regni Regis Edwardi tertii a

conquestu duodecimo.

(Seals gone.)

75. Pateat universis per presentes me Thomam de Okovere

militem dedisse et concessisse Philippe Persone ecclesie de

Leegh, Rogero vicario ecclesie de Matherfeld et Johanni Wode

capellano omnia bona mea mobilia et immobilia in Comitatu (sic)

Derbeye et Staffordie vel aliqui loco nomine meo vel possessione

mea manente sine ullo retenemento etc. Datum apud Okovere

die Sabati proxima post festum Sancti Barnabe apostolici anno

regni regis Edwardi tertii post conquestum tricesimo quinto.

76. Sciant etc. quod ego Philippus de Okore miles dedi etc.

Thome de Marchynton militi, Johanni Crecy rectori ecclesie de

Longeford Johanni Wade, rectori ecclesie de Legh et Thoma de

Schene totum manerium meum de Okore in Comitatu Staf-

fordie cum omnibus terris, tenementis, redditibus et servitiis tarn

liberorum quam nativorum et cum homagiis, wardiis, releviis,

eschaetis, bondagiis et ceteris omnibus pertinentiis suis etc. Hiis

testibus Nicholao de Kneveton, Olivero de Barton, Johanne

Cokayn, Willelmo de Newnham, rectore ecclesie de Sulyhulle et

Ricardo de Welbek et aliis. Data apud Assheburne die Sabbati
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in vigilia Purificationis beate Marie anno regni regis Ricardi

secundi post conquestum quinto.

Legend in Gothic letters.

i trc <fc0re.

77. Noverint universi per presentes me Isabellam Saucheverell

dedisse, concessisse et presenti scripto meo confirmasse Philippo
de Okover militi et Thome de Hopwelle filio meo omnia bona

et catalla mea mobilia et immobilia ubicunque infra regnum

Anglie fuerint inventa, habenda et tenenda omnia predicta bona

et catalla mobilia et immobilia predictis Philippo et Thome
executoribus vel suis assignatis in perpetuum. In cujus rei, etc.

Datum apud Hopwelle die dominica proximo ante festum

Sancti Edwardi Regis et confessoris anno regni Regis Ricardi

secundi post conquestum septimo.*

*
Isabella, according to the Pedigree at Okeover, was daughter of Sir

Roger de Okeover, and would be therefore aunt to Sir Philip. She had

married, according to the same Pedigree, William Sautcheverel, of Hopwell,
co. Derby. The object of placing all her goods and chattells into trust

would be to evade some legal process.

By indenture, dated from Hopwell, in 16 Ric. II., Sir Thomas Fraunceys,

Sir Robert de Burley, and Sir Geoffrey Dawe, conveyed to John Sacheverell

and Christofora, his wife, the manor of Hopwell, which they held by gift of
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the said John, to be held by them for their lives, and with remainder to

Robert Saucheverell, the son of John, and the heirs of his body, excepting
certain lands and tenements, which William Saucheverell, the son of the

said John, was to enjoy after the deaths of John and Christophora, and

if Robert died without leaving issue, the said manor was to remain to

William, the brother of Robert, and the heirs of his body, and failing such,

to the heirs of the body of John Saucheverell, and failing such, to remain

to Philip de Okoure, knight, and heirs of his body, and failing such, to

revert to the right heirs of John Saucheverel. Witnessed by Hugh de

Wylughby, lord of Rysley, William de Sallowe, of Stanton, Ralph

Makerelle, of Braydeston, Robert Morteyne, of the same, and John in le

lone, of Bukton. Original deed at Okeover.

78. Noverint universi per presentes quod Rogerus de Okore

miles diem clausit extremum in partibus Scocie octavo die Mail

anno regni regis Edwardi tertii post conquestum tertio
1

apud
Saint Loneston et sepellebatur in Saint Keniel, et in testi-

monium hujus, Ricardus de Herthulle miles, sigillum suum

apposuit. Datum apud Poley in festo Purificationis beate

Marie virginis anno regni regis Ricardi secundi post conquestum
octavo.

(A seal of red wax in good preservation, showing a shield with

two bars on it and the legend S. Ricardi de Herthull.)

79. Sciant, etc., quod ego Philippus de Okoure miles dedi,

etc. Priori de Callewych, Thome de Marchyngton et Thome de

Schene omnia illas terra et tenementa, redditus et servitia cum

pertinentiis que michi accidebant per mortem Thome de Hop-

pewell in villa de Snelleston de hereditate quondam Roberti de

Stanton. Dedi et concessi predictis Priori, Thome de Marchyng-
ton et Thome de Schene omnia illas terras, tenementa redditus

et servitia cum pertinentiis que et quas habui tarn in villa de

Mapelton quam in villa de Stanton. Habenda, etc. Hiistestibus

Nicholao de Longeford, Johanne Cokayn militibus, Roberto

del Hull de Snellestone, Johanne Broun de eadem, Ada Felcok

de Mapelton et aliis. Data apud Snellestone die dominica

proxima post festum Sancti Hillarii Anno regni Regis Ricardi

secundi post conquestum vicesimo.

(Seal gone.)

1 This is clearly a wrong date, for Sir Roger de Okeover was alive in 10 E. III. ;

it may, however, be taken for granted that he died in Scotland.
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80. Sciant, etc., quod ego Willelmus Avener capellanus dedi,

etc. Johanni de Okovere filio Philippi de Okovere militis unum

mesuagium cum pertinentiis in Assheburne quod quidem

mesagium Johannes de Derby nuper tenuit Habendum, etc., ad

terminum vite sue, ita quod post ejus decessum predictum

mesuagium cum pertinentiis remaneat Thome de Okovere fratri

predict! Johannis heredibus et assignatis suis in perpetuum, etc.

Hiis testibus Johanne Cokayn militi Johanne Cokayn filio

ejusdem Johannis, Thoma de Knyventon, Nicholao de Lymestre,
Willelmo de Boterdon, Johanne de Elton et aliis. Data apud
Assheburne vicesimo die Julii anno regni Regis Henrici quinti

post conquestum secundo.

(Seal gone.)

8 1. Omnibus Xpi fidelibus hoc presens scriptum visuris vel

audituris Johannes Cokeyn miles salutem in domino sempi-
ternam. Noveritis me concessisse Thome de Okore nepoti meo

quod ipse includere possit quondam parcellum terre jacentem
in quodam campo jacente inter Okore Parke et Maverfeld

Smeethe videlicet illam parcellam que jacet inter le Balke

extendent
1

a parco de Okore usque manerium de Snellesdale ex

parte orientali et quandam venellam que ducit a Okore usque

campos de Swynscowe et Wodhous ex parte occidentali, et

parcellam illam inclusam in separali habere et tenere sibi et

heredibus suis inperpetuum. Ita vero nee ego predictus

Johannes nee heredes mee aliquam actionem calumpniam
seu comunam in predicta parcella terre exigere vel vendicare

poterimus in futurum set per presentes sumus exclusi inper-

petuum. In cujus rei testimonium, etc. Datum in festo

Sancte Katerine virginis anno regni regis Henrici quinti post

conquestum Anglie secundo. (No witnesses.}

(Seal destroyed.)

82. Sciant etc. quod nos Johannes Poole de Hertyngdon et

Johannes Oker feoffati Thome Oker senioris, dimisimus, etc.

Willelmo Hendford seniori, Roberto Hendford et Thome
Alcrynton capellano omnia maneria, terras et tenementa,
redditus et servitia nostra, pratos, pascua, pastura, boscos ( )
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et aquas vocata Oker, Casterne, Horn, Wodhouse, Coldwall,

Atlowe, Snellestone et Parke, Assheburne, Mapelton ct Heyfeld
cum omnibus suis pertinentiis in Comitatibus StafTordie et

Derbeye que nuper habuimus ex dono et feoffamento dicti

Thome Oker, etc. Hiis testibus Christofero Davenporte, Roberto

Smyth, Thoma Laurenson, Willelmo Itheryng, Willelmo Rowe
et multis aliis. Data apud Oker primo die Novembris anno

regni Regis Henrici sexti post conquestum Anglie septimo.

83. Sciant etc. quod nos Johannes de Pole de Hertyngton et

Johannes Okor (sic), senior dedimus etc. Thome de Okor seniori

manerium nostrum de Okor cum omnibus aliis mesuagiis, terris,

et tenementis nostris, redditibus et servitiis tarn in villis de

Casterne, Ylum, Wodhouse et Coldwall quam abibi infra

Comitatu Staffordie, dedimus etiam et concessimus eidem

Thome manerium nostrum de Atlowe et omnia alia mesuagia
terras tenemcnta redditus et servitia nostra tarn in Snellestone

Parke quam alibi infra Comitatum Derbeye cum omnibus

pertinentiis et una cum reversione omnium terrarum et

tenementDrum que ego dictus Johannes de Okor teneo ad

terminum vite mee in villis de Mapulton, Snellestone et

Assheburne quern habuimus . . . et feofifamentum predicti

Thome. Habenda etc. Hiis testibus, Edmundo Basset,

Willelmo de Henford, Johanne Meverelle, Thoma de Lymester,
Willelmo Lymester, Henrico Kneveton, Johanne de Bradburne

et aliis. Data apud Okor die Jovis proximo post festum

Purificationis beate Marie virginis anno regni regis Henrici sexti

post conquestum Anglie septimo.

(Two seals, non-armorial.)

84. Sciant presentes etc. quod ego Thomas Okover de Okover

armiger dedi, etc. Johanni filio meo omnia mesugia terras et

tenementa mea acra suis pertinentiis infra feoda de Mapelton,

Assheburne, Snelston in Comitatu Derbeye que quidem

mesuagia etc. Johannes Okover frater meus habuit ad terminum

vite sue, ac etiam dedi et concessi prefato Johanni filio meo unam

pasturam vocatam Heywodfeld jacent.em in feodo de Mapulton,
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Habenda, etc. omnia predicta etc. prefato Johanni filio meo ad

terminum vite sue etc. Hiis testibus Johanne Waren, Ricardo

Welbek, Ricardo Wirley, Thoma Laurenson, Henrico Brome

et aliis. Data apud Assheburne die Jovis proximo post festum

Sancti Oswaldi Regis et Martyris anno regni Regis Henrici

post conquestum Anglic decimo scptimo.

Legend in Gothic letters.

(sic)

A Rental on parchment without date, but written in the

character of tJie fifteenth century, headedHum, Sivynescogh, Calton

Schene, Snellesdale.

De dominio de Hum, capitale redditus

Casterne, De Ricardo de Digmere pro terra Willelmi de

Ypstones viiiV. et pro secta curie ad Festum Michalis us.

Oker, De Thoma de Schene pro Casterne iiijj.

Oker, De Johanne del Wodhouses pro terra sua, Ketulbrudyng
et le Lone Daghone Plowsale xvj. xiW. et ad Purificatione

beate marie ijj.
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De Thoma Roberti viii^. et anote crofte xiid. item I libram

cumini.

De Ricardo de Paynlowe viid. et I libram cumini et I par
cirotecarum albarum.

De Johanne filio Roberti et Philippo Roberti, et Ricardo de

Paynlowe pro le chyrchyerde xiid.

De Roberto filio Symonis de Calton id. pro le Palys item

capitale redditus lid.

De Johanne Cokayn pro Snellesdale viiis. iiijd. unde idem

Johannes solvit pro domino de Okovere Priori de Tutburi

vis.

Et abbati de Roucetur pro Swynescohg sex lata capita

sagittarum.

Okore, De Ricardo de Paynlowe pro le Fynan His. iiijd.

De Johanne Wade et Agneti Stykewynd, xvid.

De Ricardo le Couper iiLr. xd.

De Cecilia de Mapulton xviiid.

De Thoma de Caldon iis.

De Rogero de Austonesfeld vis. viiid.

De Willelmo le Smyth i'njs. xd.

De Willelmo Sweteman
i'rijs. xd.

De Johanne Leg pro i placia xv acris terre et alia forlona

Eyford et alio prato xvii^. xd.

Thoma le Walker iis.

Johanne Wythur vs.

Coldwalle Daugnete le Budel viiis.

De Roberto le Carter ix.r.

De Henrico Cruxy vs. viiid.

De villa Codwalle pro Branwode vis. vid.

Redditus termini Purificationis et Michaelis de molendino de

Snellestone Ixvij. viiid.

De Vicario de Matherfeld pro terra quam tenet in feodo dc

Snellestone viiis.

Mapulton, Johanne de Balidene de Mapulton vis. viiid.

Snellestone, de Willelmo Mathei iiii^.

De Roberto Savage pro Rouflatter xiiiid.

De Willelmo Norys id. ob.

Pro molendino fullonis de Okovere xls.

Pro molendino aquatico de Okovere xxvij. viiid,
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Endorsed in a contemporary hand.

Rotuli Curiarum de Okovre cum rentalibus infra.*

* The Court Rolls are missing.

Thys indenture made bytthixe Nicholle ffynderne of

ffynderne Esquyre and Robert son of the sayd Nicholle on the

one partye and Philippe Okovere of Okovere Esquyre and

Mergret doghtour of the said Philippe on the other partye

beryth wytnesse that the sayd partyes beyn fully agreed that

the sayd Robert schall take to wyfe the sayd Mergret, and the

sayd Mergret schall take to husband the sayd Robert at such

tyme as the partyes thynk convenient by the grace of God and

the sayd Nicholle wylles and grauntyth by thys present wrytyng
that he schall make, or do to be made a sure sufficient and

loufull estate in the lowe to the sayd Robert and Mergret and

to the heyers of the body of the sayd Robert loufully bygoten of

and in landes and tenementes to the yerly value of x. marke over

all maner charges and reprises and the sayd estate so to be

made before the fest of the holy Trinete next comyng, for the

which esposels estates and grauntes to be made in maner and

fourme aforsayd the sayd Philippe schall paye to the sayd
Nicholle xxiii//. vis. and \md. of lefull moneye of England that

is to saye x/z. therof to be payd to the sayd Nicholle the daye of

the esposels hadde and the remadnee (sic) therof to be payd at

dyverse tymes as schall appere by severalle obligations in the

whych the sayd Philippe or others schall be bounden to the sayd
Nicholle or to hys attorneys or hys executours as schall mor

playnly appere in the sayd obligations. In wittenesse wherof to

all maner covenants welle and truly to be kept and fourmed (sic)

on of the party of the sayd Nicholle to that part of thys

indenture remaynyng with the sayd Philippe the sayd Nicholle

hath sette hys sealle and in lykewyse to alle maner of covenaunts

to be kept and perfourmed on the partye of the sayd Philippe

to that other part of thys indenture remaynyng wit the sayd
Nicholle the sayd Philippe hath sette hys sealle, gevyn at Sutton

the xj
th Daye of Januare in the yere of the regne of Kyng

Edward
iiij

th xith
.

(Seal destroyed.)
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From this point I have taken short abstracts only of the

deeds at Okeover required for the family history, and these have

been incorporated in the text of the history.

In addition to the above deeds, there are some of more

general interest. One of these is a petition of the inhabitants of

Calton to the Lord of Shrewsbury, complaining of the illegal

alienation of a messuage and pasture in Waterfall from the

Chapel of Calton by one Nicholas formerly lord of Waterfall.

The petition is without date, but the handwriting is of the

fifteenth century. This Nicholas is probably the Nicholas de

Denstone mentioned at p. 122. There is also a deed by which

John, Earl of Shrewsbury, releases to Richard Boys, of Okover,

all his right in a pasture called le Eyres in the fee of Okover.

Dated from Adsale loth December, 36 H. VI., and sealed with

the lion rampant of Talbot. The Earl occurs in these deeds as

the representative of Verdon of Alton.
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SWINSCOE DEEDS.

From an oldparchment roll in the handwriting of the

fourteenth century}-

Omnibus Sancte matris ecclesie filiis ad quos presens

scriptum pervenerit, Robertas filius David de Calnovere

salutem in domino. Noverit universitas vestra me assensu et

voluntate Avicie uxoris mee et heredum meorum dedisse, etc.,

in puram et perpetuam elemosinam pro salute anime mee et

anime uxoris mee Avicie et heredum meorum, Deo et beate

Marie de Roucestrie et canonicis ibidem deo servientibus tres

bovatas terre, etc., in villa de Swinescho, videlicet illas duas

bovatas terre quas Hugo Wodehuses tenuit et illam bovatam

terre quam Ragilnaldus tenuit et preterea servitium et

homagium illius bovate terre quam Willelmus armiger tenuit

in eadem villa. Tenendas et habendas ita libere et quiete sicut,

etc. Hiis testibus Domino Roberto de Ocover, Henrico de

Deniston, Roberto de Stanton, Willelmo de Heyton, Roberto

de Torp, Galfrido de Seggissale, Rogero de Wodehuses,

Radulfo filio Philippi et multis aliis.

Omnibus Christi fidelibus tarn presentibus quam futuris

Henricus de Wuttona salutem. Notum vobis facio me con-

cessisse et cedisse et hac presenti carta mea confirmasse, Deo

et ecclesie beate Marie Roucestrie et canonicis regularibus

ibidem deo servientibus duas bovatas terre, etc., in Suenesco

scilicet illam quam Henricus filius Gamel tenuit et illam quam
Ulfkel tenuit, etc., reddendo mihi et heredibus meis annuatim

xii denarios, etc. Concessi etiam et dedi prefatis canonicis

essartum in Wadhul quod fuit Roberti Morsel, etc., reddendo

mihi et heredibus meis annuatim vi sagittas ad festum Sancti

Michaelis. Hiis testibus Hugone de Acoura, Olivero filio

1 The following deeds are evidently copies of deeds relating to Swinscoe made

for Sir Roger de Okeover, when he sold that manor to the Abbot of Rocester, in

ii E. II. See the last deed of the series.
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Nigelli, Radulpho filio Jordan!, Philippo de Draycota, Johanne
de Sautcheverel, Philippo de Burton et Radulfo filio ejus, Ivone

Ruffo, Petro Portario, Roberto Ostelario, Ricardo de Pardevilla,

Henrico de Seggeshale et multis aliis.

Hec est conventio inter Henricum Abbatem Roucestrie et

conventus ejusdem loci et Ernulphum del Bee scilicet quod
abbas concessit consensu et assensu conventus sui unam bovatam

terre in Roucestrie cum masiagio de suo dominio predicto E :

et heredibus suis tenendam liberam et quietam ab omnibus

servitiis et consuetudinibus que ad illas (sic} pertinent et a

forinseco servitio illam quietam clamaverunt et si opus fuerit

aquietabunt ;
eadem pro actione memoratus E : petitione et

consensu uxoris sue Margarete concessit Abbati et conventui

de Roucestre unam bovatam terre in Swinesco illam scilicet que
fuit Ormi molendinarii cum masuagio prout est infossatum

juxta capellam de vers le nort (sic) tenendam de illo, etc. (no

witnesses).

Omnibus Christi fidelibus tarn presentibus quam futuris

Margareta quondam uxor Hernaldi del Bek* universitati vestre

notum facio me dedisse et concessisse assensu Galfridi del Bee

filii mei Deo et ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestria, etc., duas

bovatas terre in Swinescoh scilicet illam quam tenuit Alured de

Monias et illam quam tenuit Willelmus le sureis, etc., et unum
essartum in Nettlehale et masuagium proprius capelle in

escambium duarum bovatarum in Hulton quas quondam
dominus meus Hernaldus del Bee dedit in puram et perpetuam
elemosinam prefate Abbathie de Roucestria. Concessi illas

liberas et quietas, etc., salvis duobus solidis reddendis annuatim

ad Bloram, etc. Hiis testibus Hugone de Hacoura, Roberto

filio ejus Radulfo de Prestewude, Galfrido del Bee, Philippo de

Draicot, Henrico de Deniston, Philippo de Burton, Heild :

capellano de Hulton, Swano de Hulton, Willelmo de Swinesco

et multis aliis.

*
According to the Liber Niger of 1166. Ernald de Bee had been

enfeoffed by Robert de Ferrers, temp. H. I. He held half a knight's fee in

Hilton.



f/6 THE OKEOVERS OF OKEOVEK.

Omnibus presens scriptum visuris vel audituris Galfridus del

Bee salutem. Noverit universitas vestra me concessisse, etc.

Deo et ecclesie beate Marie Roucestrie et canonicis, etc., duas

bovatas terre in Swynesco et unum essartum in Nettlehale et

unum mesuagium proprius capelle quas Margarita mater mea
eis dedit in escambium, etc. Hiis testibus Hugone de Accovere

Roberto filio ejus, Radulfo de Prestwude, Philippo de Draycote,
Henrico de Denistone, Philippo de Burton, Heyis de Hulton,

Swano de Hulton capellano et multis aliis.

Sciant prescntes et futuri quod ego Galfridus del Becc dedi,

etc., Deo et Beate Marie Roucestrie et canonicis, etc., illam

bovatam terre, etc., quam Editha vidua aliquondam tenuit de

me ad terminum in eadem villa, etc. Hiis testibus Ranulfo

Portario, Radulfo filio Alani, Ricardo Parduwille, Henrico de

Aula, Roberto Marchallo, Jordano Hostilario, Johanne de Cam-

brugge, Radulfo hostilario et aliis.

Sciant omnes tarn presentes quam futuri quod ego Hugo de

Acovere dedi, etc., Deo et ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestre et

canonicis, etc., unam bovatam terre in Swinesco, scilicet illam

quam Willelmus Knitan tenuit in eadem villa, etc., exceptis
duabus acris pro quibus prefatis canonicis ad omnimodum et

asiamentum suum dedi unam acram terre juxta ovile suum,
scilicet inter ovile predictum et moram, etc. Hiis testibus

Hugone capellano de Acovere, Yvone capellano de Blore,
Willelmo de Canaco, Alano clerico, Henrico de Denistone,
Roberto Wiard, Roberto filio Anneis, Rogero de Wodehouses,
Ricardo de Snelledale, Ricardo de Pardwille, Ranulfo Ruffo et

multis aliis.

Omnibus Sancte matris filiis tarn presentibus quam futuris

Hugo de Acovere salutem, Uniuersitati vestre notum facio me,
concessisse etc. Deo et ecclesie beate Marie Rouces? et canonicis

etc. illam bovatam terre in Swinesco que fuit Roberti le Blunt,
etc. Hiis testibus Olivero filio Nigelli, Radulfo filio Jurdani,

Philippo de Draicota, Willelmo de Verdon, Henrico de

Denistone, Philippo de Burton, Henrico de Seggeshale, Roberto
filio Ricardi, Roberto filio Willelmi et multis aliis.
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Sciant omnes tarn presentes quam futuri quod ego Hugo
de Acovere dedi etc., Deo et ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestre

et canonicis etc. duas bovatas terre in Swinesco cum tofta

appendente, scilicet illas quas Robertus Morsel tenuit in eadem

villa, preterea unam aliam toftam dedi et concessi eis que est

inter villam predictam de Swineco et viam comitis apud aqui-

loneum etc. Hiis testibus Philippe de Draicote, Radulfo de

Prestewude, Henrico de Denestone, Roberto Wiard, Radulfo

filio Hugonis, Rogero de Wudehus, Rogero filio ejus, Petro le

Porter, Radulpho de Roucestre, Roberto de la Halle et multis

aliis.

Omnibus presens scriptum visuris vel audituris Hugo de

Accovera salutem in domino. Noverit universitas vestra me

quietos (sic) clamasse Abbatem et Conventum Roucestrense et

eorum successores in perpetuum de multura duodecim bovatarum

terre sue in Swinsco et de omnibus et omnimodis molendini

et curie mee sectis reddendos annuatim mihi et heredibus meis

duos solidos etc. pro predicta multura de omnibus terris suis

ibidem et pro omni servitio molendino meo pertinente, et si

predicti canonici terram prefatam assideant, homines illorum

molendinum meum grano vicesimo assequentus (sic) etc. Hiis

testibus Roberto de Accovere, Ricardo de Benetleia, Roberto

Ward (sic) Roberto de Torp, Alano clerico et multis aliis.

Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Radulphus de le Mees de

Swinesco dedi etc., Abbati et Conventui de Roucestre etc. omnes

terras et tenementa etc. que habui in villa et territorio de

Swynesco etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo Wyther,
Willelmo le Marescal, Willelmo Meverel de Hyl

9
: Willelmo

Poutrel, Willelmo de Moleye et aliis.

Sciant etc. quod ego Hugo de Acovere dedi etc., Deo et

ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestre etc. quandam terram in

Swinesco desuz(sic) Adellakeshul infra terram arabilem et le duct9 :

qui dividit diversas terrarum (sic) de Stanton et de Swinesco

et de la fulesyche usque ad viam que venit de villa de

Swinesco et transit Hellecumbe etc. et toftam quam Johannes
N
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le Sureis tenuit infra divisas hujus terre nominatas etc. Hiis

testibus Philippo de Draicote, Henrico de Denistone, Henrico

de Wotton, Herberto de Burton, Roberto Wiard, Philippo de

Roucestre, Petro portario, Roberto de la Halle, Rogero des

Wodehuses, Ricardo de Benetleia et multis aliis.

Sciant omnes etc. quod ego Hugo de Accovere concessi etc.

Deo et ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestre etc. omnia escambia

de terris que fecerunt in Swinesco de me et heredibus meis etc.

salvo communem de herbagio terre arabilis cum blada fuerunt

deposita. Hiis testibus Roberto Syreford, Radulfo de Prestewude

Hugone capellano de Accovere, Alano diacono, Roberto Wiard
,

Roberto de Cicestre, Roberto de Combrugge et multis aliis.

Omnibus Chrispi fidelibus etc. Dominus Hugo de Accovere

miles salutem in domino. Noverit universitas vestra me dedisse

etc., Abbati et conventui Roucestrense etc. totum dominium et

jus quod habui velaliquomodohaberepotui in bosco de Swinesco

etc. Hiis testibus Domino Willelmo de Cavereswelle, Rogero de

Werney, Hervico de Lega, Willelmo de Prestwode, Thomao de

Combrugge et aliis.

Sciant presentes etc. quod ego Hugo de Acore films Roberti

de Acore dedi etc., Deo et ecclesie beate Marie de Roucestre

unum toftum in villa de Swinesco etc. quod Cecilia in ultimo

tenuit. Hiis testibus, Willelmo Meverel, Egidio de Meynul,

Rogero de Wodhus, Henrico de Ylum, Rogero de Wernay,
Roberto filio Willelmi de Combrugge, Roberto de Noryerhul,

Radulpho filio Alani de Roucestre et multis aliis.

Omnibus Chrispi fidelibus etc. Rogerus de Accovere miles

salutem etc. Noveritis me remississe etc. Abbati et Conventui
de Roucestre et successoribus suis totum jus et clameum quod
habui vel aliquo modo habere potui in toto manerio de Swinesco
etc. Hiis testibus Domino Waltero de Montegomeri, Johanne
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fuiz Herbert, Alano de Denistona, Henrico Godmon de

Ethelaxton, Rogero de Rossinton, Roberto de Combrugge,
Thoma de Lustebing et aliis. Data (sic) apud Roucestre die Jovis

proxima post festuni Exaltationis Sancte crucis anno domini

millesimo tricentesimo septimo et anno regni regis Edwardi filii

Regis Edward XI.

In a more modern hand.

These writings without a verrie right understanding of the

case may be verrie disadvantageous to the famelie if they should

fall into some eevel hands.
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A.

Adam, Hugh, of Blore, 164.

Acer, Hen. fitz, 134, and see Asser.

Adderley, Thorn., of Kingeley, 63.

Wolstan, esq., no.
Eliz., w. of, no.

Adgaresley, 165.

Albert, 129.

Aldethlega, see Audley.
Allen, Ralph, 126.

Eva, w. of, 126.

Alleyn, Edw., Lt.-Col., no.

Alport, Thorn. ,
106.

Alsopp, John, 65, 66.

Will., 73.

Humph., 78.

Rich., 95.

Capt. the Hon. Herbt. T., 115.
Edith Mary, w. of, 115.

Rand de, 133, 134.
Hen. de, 150, 151.

Alstanefeld, 118.

Alton, 10, 153.

Amery, Will., 84.

Ansele, Rob. de, 129.

Will., s. of, 129.

Rich., s. of,

129.

Anson, Thorn., 106.

Gen. Sir George, G.C.B., 114.

Mary Ann, d. of, 114.

Appelby, Rob. de, 137.

Appeltre Hundred, Court of, 26.

Archer, The Mounted, 38.

Ardene, Thorn, de, kt, 44.

Ashbourne, 16, 18, 29, 31, 47, 51, 57,

59, 82, 83, 85, 150, 154, 165, 168,

169.

Ashburne, Sir Rob. de, 16, 140, 141,

149, 150, 151, 158.

Ellen, w. of, 16, 149.
Thorn, de, 150, and see Esse-

burne.

Ashe, John, 72.

Ashley, Sir Ant., 76, 77, 84, 86, 87,

89, 91, 92, 95, 96, 98, 99, loo.-- Bill of Complaint in

Chancery (1607), 87.--- answer to, 92.

Jane, w. of, 76, 84, 87,

89, 90, , 93, 94, 96, 98, 99-

Anne, d. of, 86.

Asser, Hugh, of Swinscow, 161, 164.
Simon 164.

Aston, 101.

Nich. de, 44.

John de, 46.

John, kt., 60, 63, 64.

John, of Tixall, 60.

Isab.
,
d. of, 60.

Edw., 68.

Athelstan, 4.

Atlow, 15, 17, 20, 22, 31, 33, 43, 55,

60, 6S 67, 68, 69, 75, 81-87, 92,

103, 108, 140, 156, 169.
tenure of (1460), 55.
tithes in, 108.

Audley, Will, de, 16, 142, 143, 147.

Clemence, w. of, 16.

John de, of Blore, 18, 148.

Marjory de, of Blore, 29.
Adam de, 136.

Adam, s. of, 136.

Aula, Rob. de, 153, and see Hall.

Aylesbury, Rog. de, 35.

B.

Babington, Sir Thorn., of Dethick, 64,

70.

Eliz., d. of, 64, 70.

Ant., 64, 68.

Roland, 64, 68.

Will., 65.

Franc., of Derby, 96.

Bagnald, Thorn., 66,

Bagot, Sir John, 48.

Rich., 54.

n 2
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Bagot, Rich., of Blithfield, 82, 83, 86,

87.

Dory., d. of, 86, 87.
- Will., of Blithfield, 102.
- Ant., of Colton, 102.

Rog., 136.

Bakepuz, Geof. de, 131.

Ralph de, 134.

Balidon, 77, 95.

Balliden, Will., 64, 69.

John, 64.

Bamford, Will., 85.

Bamforth, Rob., 97.

Barbur, Thorn., 72, 97.

Barnes, Thorn., 75.

Barresford, see Beresford.

Barrington, Phil de, 116, 160.

Barton, co. Derby, 104, 131.
Oliv. de, 45, 46, 145.

Will., escheator, 72.

Base, Hen., 157.

Juliana, w. of, 157.

Rob., s. of, 157.
Basset, Ralph, Lord of Drayton, 33.

Ralph, of Blore, 50, 51, 53, 56.

Thomasine, d. of, 50.

Ralph, rector of Draycote, 146.

Rich., 54, 146.

Will., 58,75-
- Thorn., 146.

Edm., 169.
-

Will., of Blore, let., 65, 69, 71.

Matil., d. of, 65, 71.

Will., s. of, 65.

Will., 60.

Nicole, s. of, 60.

Eliz., 84, 103.

le, Thorn., 119.

Bate, Matt., of Derby, 96.

Beck, Rob. de, 32, 129, 140, 141,

147, IS 1 -

Thorn., kt., 47.

Beck, Geof. de, 133, 141, 175, 176.
Will, de, 141.
Ernald del., 175.

Margt., w. of, 175.
Beler, Rog., 33.

Bentley, Will., 67, 138.

Edw., 75.

Chris., 81.

Rich, de, 118, 133, 138, 177,
178.

John de, 120.

John, s. of, 1 20.

Geof., 126.

Isolda, w. of, 126.

Hugh de, 150.

Beresford, Thorn., 65, 70, 73.

Edm., esch., 106.

Hugh de, 141, 147.

John de, 155.

Beriscote, Rob. de, 138.

Bermingham, see Birmingham.

Bertrich, 4.

Besinge, Hugh, 15.

Beysan, Will., of co. Hereford, 32.

Biclyffe, Thorn., 75.

Biddell, Rich., 63.

Birche, John, 106.

Birmingham, Sir Will, de, 24, 27, 40.

Isab., w. of, 24, 27.
Isab. de, 154.

Birmintham, Hen. de, 161.

Blithfield, 82, 102.

Blore, 16, 18, 29, 50, 53, 54, 56, 65,

148, 164.

Hen., parson of, 18, 41.
Rob. de, of Grindon, 9, 15.
Rob. de, 133, 134.

Ralph de, II.

Geof. de, s. of, 134.

Blount, Walt., kt., 45, 54, 58.

John, 60, 63, 64.

Thorn., 60, 63.

Blund, Geof., 156.

Pet., 156.

John, of Murkaston, 156.

Bodingdon, Adam de, 120.

Bodleian Library, see Oxford.

Boothby, Mr., 1 1 2.

Bordmore, Rich, de, 163.

Boroughbridge, 37.

Boterton, Bened. de, 161, 163.

Will., s. of, 163.

Bothe, Rich, del., of Spalding, 123.

Margt., w. of, 123.

Bothom, Rob., 67.
Bovates of land, Defn. of, 4.

Boweman, John, 47.

Bowyer, Will., of Snelston, 114.

Margt. ,
d. and h. of, 114.

Boys, Rich., of Okeover, 173.

Bradborne, Chantry, 59.

Bradbourne, 77, 78, 156, 165.

Bradburne, Sir Rog. de, 25, 42.

John, s. of 42.

John, 59, 169.

Agnes, d. of, 59.

Anne, w. of, 59.

Hen., 54, 55.

Humph., arm., 60, 63, 64.
Rob. de, 134.

Bradede, Robt. de, 163.

Bradeford, Thorn, de, parson of Thorp,
147-

Bradeheved, Hen. de, 157.

Bradley, 165.
co. Derby, 82, 113.

Henry de, 146.

Bradshaw, John, 57.

Nich., 126.

Hugh, 126.

Braillesford, Hen. de, kt, 45, 134, 137,

140.

Rich., 72.

Ralph de, 163.
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Brantistune, Godw. de, 131.

Bray, Hen. de, 122.

Braydeston, 49.

Bridgenorth Castle, Surrender of, 149.

Brinley, Walt., 1 06.

Broadhead Hall, 84.
Brochton (West Broughton), co. Derby,

119, I2O.

Brodhok, 20.

Bromchulf, John de, 123.

Willde, 123.

Bromley, Pagets, 71.

Abbots, 82.

Will, de, abbot of Burton, 35.

Broun, Rog., of Snelston, 42.

Sibil, w. of, 42.

Will., the younger, 68.

Thorn., 69.

Bruce, Rob., Rector of Kingeley, 65.

Hervey Ronald, 115.
Ruth Isabel, w. of,

Rt. Hon. Sir Hen. Hervey, of

Downhill, 115.

Bruckshawe, Franc., 8r.

Bruges, see Bridgenorth.
Buckeston, Rich., 75.

Buckingham, Thorn., Earl of, 44.

Buckson, John, 64.

Budeles, Alice de, 41.

Will., s. of, 41.

Builot, Bald., 130.

Bullock, John, 8r, 101.

Hugh, 152.

Burgeinum, Will., 138.

Burgheston, Nich. de, Il8.

Burne, Thorn., 106.

Franc., 106.

Burton-on-Trent, 71.
Abbot of, 35, 127, 128, 130.

Herbt., neph. of, 127.
Herbt. de, 178.

Suene, prior of, 127.
Edwin 127.

Edric, monk of, 127.

Ralph, 64.

proposed Collegiate Church at

(1541), 70.
Phil de, 175, 176.

Ralph, s. of, 175.
Butterton on the Moors, 20, 122.

Butterdun, Will, de, 141, 151, and see

Boterton.

Buxton, George, 72.

Mr., 112.

C.

Calbert, James, 68.

Caldelowe, see Callow.

Caldon, 56.

Simon de, 161.

Callow, 8, 9, 10, 12, 20, 44, 45, 129,
132, 150.

Calnovere, David de, 174.

Rob., s. of, 174.
Avice, w. of,

174.

Calton, 146, 147, 151.
Nich. de, 146, 151.

Calverley, Sir Hugh de, 44.
Calwart (Calvert), James, 68.

Campan, Rob. de, 137.

Canac, Will, de, 176.

Cariland, Nich. de, 137, 140.

Carles, Rog., 35.

Casterne, 17, 22, 41, 60, 81, 83, 84, 85,
86, 116, 144, 159, 169.

Ralph de, 139.
Rob. de, 142, 143, 149, 155.

Henry de, 147, 148, 152.

John de, 154, 160.

Will, de, 161.

Cauveland, Nich. de, 137, 140.

Cavendish, Hon. Elisa Anne, 114.

Caverswall, SirWill.de, 117, 145, 146,

151, 152, 154, 178.

Joan, w. of, 117.
Thorn, de, 146, 151, 154.

Will., br. of, 154.
Rob. de, 163, and see Karys-

wall.

Celdeward, James, 67.

Chadesdene, 49.

Chandos, John de, 15, 140.

Sarra, d. of, 15.

Margy., w. of,

140.

John, 69.
"
Dominus," Rog. de, 15.

Rog. de, 141.

Henry de, 21, 24.

John, s. of, 24.
Edw. de, 41, 42.

Charlton, Rob., 46.

Charter of Free Warren (1330), 36.

Chartley, 52.

Chatsworth, 62.

Chaumbre, Rob. de la, 153.

Margy., w. of, 153.

Chawner, Will., 84.

Checkley, Rob. de Bek, parson of,

147.

Cheneward, 4.

Cheney, Sir Oliver, 105.

Martha, d. of, 105.

Chetilton, Sir Will, de, 145, 146, 147,

148.

Rob., s. of, 145.

Chetwynd, Walt., no.
Adam de, 117.

Cheyne, Hugh, kt., 46.
Chone (Shene), 141.

Clarke, John, 84.

Clerke, Rich., 107.
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Clowes, John, 72.

Coghyn, see Cokeyne.
Cokeyne, John, 47, 59 165, 167, 168.

John, the elder, of Ashbourne,

47, 51-54, 57-

Will., of Ashbourne, 52, 53,

57-

Will., 69, 107, 108.

Thorn., arm., 60, 63, 64, 68,

69.

Thorn., of Ashbourne, 85.

Thorn., s. of, 85.

Jane, w. of, 76,

84, 85-

Edw., 69.
Rich. , 69.

Rob., 69, 107.

Franc., 77.

Rog., 1 60.

Cokson, Edm., 69.

John, 69.

Colban, 136.

Coldewelle, 22, 142, 159, 161, 169.

Hugh de, 142, 145, 149.
Will, de, 154.

Colton, 102.

Rich, de, 146, 151.

Combrugge, Thorn, de, 160, 178.
Rob. de, 129, 163, 178, 179.
Will, de, 178.

Rob., s. of, 178.
Commission of Array, 38, 39.

Compton Bassett or Longe, co. Wilts,

85.

Cooke, Francis, 101.

Cooper, Sir John, 86.

Anne, w. of, 86.

Corbin, Thorn., of Corbin's Hall,

105.

Lettice, d. of, 105.

Cordinton, Will, de, 138.

Costenton, Geof. de, 137.

Coudrey, Bened. de, 147, 151.

Coughton, co. Warwick, 24.
Court of High Commission, 104.

Coventry, no.
Coxon, Will., 97, 107.

Coyney, Will., 153, 155.

Crecy, John, Rector of Longford, 165.

Cubley, 131.

Cunegeston, Will, de, 20.--- Alice, d. and h. of,

20.

Curcun, Thorn, de, 156.

Curson, Rich, de, 36.-
John, 45, 51, 54, 55.

Margt., d. of, 55.

Thorn., 54.

Curteys, Rich., of Falde, 57.

Curzon, Hon. Assheton Nathaniel.

"5-
Lilian Mercy Mary,

w. of, 115.

D.

Dale, 49.

Daneston, Hen. de, 140.

Daukin, Walt., 47.

Rob., 64.

Davenport, Chris., 169.

Dawbeney, Thorn., 66.

Dawson, Brian, 96.

Delves, John, 126.

Denstone, 20, 121, 122, 123, 153.

Okeover, of, 118,

Hen. de, 12, 137, 139, 155,

174-178.
Rich, de, 122, 173.
Walt, de, 153.

Hen., s. of, 153, and
see Daneston.

Derby co., 32, 40, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62,

69, 71, 75, 79, 81, 82, 85, 102, 103,

104, 108, 115, 119, 120, 131.

Will., Earl of, 132, 137-140.

Despencer, Hugh de, the elder, 35, 37.

Hugh le, Earl of Winchester,

36.
Sir Hugh le, 151.

Dethick, Will., of Newhall, 85.

Margt., d. of, 82, 84,
85 .

Oliver, of Blore, 56.

John, 65, 69.

Dethike, 64.

Deveros, Will., of co. Hereford, 32.

Deyncourt, Rog., 163, 164.

Doxsy, Thorn., 75.

Mr., 113.

Draycote, Sir Richard de, 141, 144,

146, 147, 151, 153, 155, 160.

Orabel, w. of, 146.

Rich,, s. of, 153.
Rector of,

Draycott, Phil., 68.

Phil, de, 146, 176, 177, 178.

Drayton, 33.

Dun, Sir Rob. de, 16.

Dunham, Sir John, of Kirklington, 71.

Kath., d. of, 71.

Dunington Castle, co. Leic., 82.

Durand, son of Letar'd, 130.

Dye, Rog., 95.

Dyne, Rob., 67.

E.

Eaton, Phil., 95, 97.

Eddulf, Domesday tenant, at Okeover,

Edge, Chris., of Horton, 63.

Ednishover, Sir Thorn, de, 140, 158.
Sir Rich, de, 143, 158, and se?

Endsor.

Egerton, Sir Thorn., Lord Keeper, 78.
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Eginton, 15, 105.

Elesmer, Thorn., Lord Chancellor, 87.
Elford, 44.

Elinhale, Rog. de, 21.

Eliot, Thorn., 97.

Elmhale, Rog. de, 119.

Endesor, Rich., of Paget's Bromley,
71, 82, 83, 96.

Ellen, w. of, 71, 96.
Enefeld (Enville), Will., parson of, 41,

42,

Engenulph, son of Roger, 129.

Ernald, Ralph, son of, 129.
The Seneschal, 136.

Esseburne, see Ashburne.

Ewisdum, Will, de, 139.

Eyncourt, Rog. de, 38.

Eyre, Agnes, 67.

Eyton, Will, de, 163.

F.

Fairefeld in the Forest of the Peak, 36.

Faleise, Alan de, 130.

Farmer, John, esq. of Oldbury, no.

Eliz., d. of, no.

Faulde, 57.

Fawdering, Will.
,
of Fole, 63.

Fearne, John, 97.
Felde (Field), 7.

And. de, 7.

Fenton, Rob. de, 150, 156.

Feom, Ralph, 130.

Feme, Rol., 72.

Ferrars, Hen. de, 6, 128.

Engen., s. of, 128.

Rob. de, 6, 7, 128, 129, 134.
Will, de, 8, 9.

-, Earl of Derby, 132,

137-140.
Sir Humph., 77.

Hugh de, 129.

Fichet, Rob., of Mapelton, 144, 145,

148, 152.

Finderne, co. Derby, 85, 172.
Thorn.

,
of Finderne, 85.

jt., w. of, 82, 84,

85,

Margt

Nich., 172.

Rob., s. of, 172.

Fitton, Thorn., 138.
Fitz Aceri, Hen., 134.
Fitz Adam, Rob., of Waterfall, 12.

Fitz Henry, Will., 129.

Fitzherbert, see Herbert.
Fitz Jordan, Ralph, 137, 138, 139, 175,

176.

Fitzorm, Ralph (1140-70), 8, 9, 129,

130.

Lettice, w. of, 9.

Hugh, s. of, 9.

Fitz Nigel, see Nigel.

Fitz Ralph, see Ralph.
Fitz Tholy, Rob., 156.

Rob., s. of, 22, 156.

Dion, w. of, 22,

156.
Fitz Walkeline, Rob., 15, 22, 23, 127,

128, 131, 133.

Flackett, Hen., 75.

Flint, Rich., 75.

Fole, 63, and see Fowall.

Folejambe, Rich., 39.

Thorn., 47.

Will., 159, 160.

John, s. of, 159*

Foole, Rich., 67.

Forde, Rich, de la, 16, 142.

Hen., of Blore, 56.
de la, 142, 145, 147.

Will., 75.

Foremark, 47.

Forester, Adam le, 37.

Foster, Ant., of Broadhead Hall, 84.

Mich., 84.

Foston, Gilbt. de, 129.

Foun, Oliv. le, 140, 158.
Hen. le, 158.

Fowall, Rich, de, 146.
Geof. de, 157.

Fowler, Hen., 66.

Franknelle, Thorn., 103.

Susan, w. of, 103.

Frankton, co. Warwick, 21, 119, 120.

Ralph de, 21, 119.

Fraunces, Rob., of Foremark, 47.

Fremon, Will, le, of Tilinton, 153.

Frith, Jasp., 95.

Fulcher, son of Saswallon, 127, 128.

Jordan Fitz, 131.

Fulk, Jordan, son of, 129.

G.

Gascony, Exped. of Sir Rog. de Okeover

to, 34-

Gell, John, 106, 107, 109.

Geoffrey, the Abbot, 7, 127.

Gifford, Thorn., 63.

Gilbert, Thorn, of Tidswall, 57.

Will, of Mikeover, 81.

Gloucester, Humph. ,
Duke of, 48.

Goodyere, Edm. , of Heythrope, 1 10.

Mercy, d. of, no.

Gosylle, Nich., 56.

Gouseworde, Will, de, 141, 151.

Gravenour, Will., 107, 108.

Gregson, John, 81.

George, 81.

Grendon, see Grindon.

Will., 25, 26, 54, 55, 137,

140.

Ralph de, 35.
Nich, de, 134.
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Grendon, Sir Andrew de, 143, 144.

Hawise, w. of, 143.

Will., s. of, 143.
Hawise de, 19.
Mich, de, 138.
Lewin de, 144,
Matil de, 158, 161.

Grenesmythe, Ralph, 73.

Gresley, John, kt., 54, 58.

Nich., 61.

Thorn., 1 06, 107, 109.
- Thorn, de, kt, 126,

Rob. de, 132.
: Hen., br. of, 132.

Grey, Rog. , Lord, of Ruthin, 48.

Edw., Baron of Chartley, 52.

Griffin, 4.

Will., 14.

Alice, w. of, 14.

Grindon, 15, 16, 69, 75, 84, 108, 118,

134-
see Grendon.

Grosse, Will., of Derby, 126.

Dion, w. of, 126.

Gup, Lew'n, 4.

H.

Halghton, Humph., the Sheriff, 48.
Halidon Hill, Battle of, 36, 37.

Hall, Simon of the, 42.

Agnes, w. of, 42.

John, 64.

Halom, Little, 49.

Halys, Rog. de, 161.

Hambury, Hen. de, 42, 161.

Isab., w. of, 42.

Hancok, John, 86.

Haneghate, see Hanyard.
Hant, Rob., 81.

Hanyard, Rob. de, 153.

Harine, Rich., 84.

Harpur, John, of Swarkeston, 79, 80,

82, 83, 102, 105.
His replication in Chan-

cery (1603), 80.

Harris, Thorn., 84.

Harrison, Thorn., 84.

Hart, Thorn., 96.

Hartington, 47, 54, 62, 164, 168, 169.

Hartshill, 45.

Hastings, Will., Lord, 58.

Hatfield, Franc., 107.

Helkesdon, Will., de, 134.

Hellette, John, 67, 69.

Hendford, Will., sen., 168, 169.

Rob., 1 68.

Henore, 49.

Henshawe, Will., 81.

Herbert, Prior of Tuttebury, 6.
- Will. Fitz, 23, 127, 128, 129,

130, 131, 140.

Herbert, Will. Fitz, Hen., s. of, 22, 23.

Marj , d. of, 22.

Henry le Fitz, of co. Derby,
32 -

Henry Fitz, 154, 159.

John Fitz, 59, 68, 137, 140,

164, 178, 179.
Ant. Fitz, 64, 68.

Ralph Fitz, of Norbury, 70.

Edith, d. of, 70.

154,

Here, Hugh, 155, 158.-- Hugh, s. of, 158.-- Rog., s. of, 158.- Rog., of Woodhouses,

155.
Hereford co.

, 32.

Herthull, Sir Rich.
, 40.- Adam de, 45.

Hervey, Thorn., 153, 156.

Heythrope, no.

Heyton, Will, de, 174.

Heywood, 87, 93, 97.

Hiddelesdale, Hen. de, 141.

Hill, John, 46.- Humph., 68.

Thorn., 81.

Hilton, 175.--- Nich. de, 138.
- Marg. de, 147.-

Godfrey, 147.- Will, de, 151, 156.

Hinton, Rich., 106.- Dr. Sam., of Coventry, no.---
Chas., s. of, 1 10.-- Martha, w. of,

no.

Hochynes, Thorn., 56.

Holden, George, 84.

Hollins, John, of Moseley, 63.

Home, John, 72.

Hood, John, 107, 108.

Hopton, Rog. de, 30.- Will, de, 165.

Hopwell, co. Derby, 40.-- Thorn, de, 166, 167.

Horecross, 72.

Horton, 63.

Hough, le, in co. Lane., 75.

Houton, John de, 152.

Howecocke,Will., 84.

Howgh, co. Derby, 59.

Huggeford, Will., kt., 46.

Hulle, Will, de, of Saperton, 48.

Hulton, see Hilton.

Huncedon, Rob. de, 133.

Huncistone, Hen. de, 149.

Huning, 4.

Hunt, Rob., of Aston, 101.-Rog., 105.-- Const., d. of 105.

Hurde, John, 68.

Hylum, Hen. de, 146.

Hynkys, Thorn, de, 154.
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Ham, 3-6, 17, 22, 39, 41, 47, 56, 60,

78, 81, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 93, 97,

100, 105, 113, 144, 152, 154, 159,
160, 161, 169.

Turgist de, 28, 1 38.

Hum, Hen. de, 139, 141-151, 155,

178.

John, s. of, 148.

Hen., s. of, 151.
Adam de, 148.

Simon, de, 148.

Nich., s. of, 148, and
see Ham and Hylum.

Ilkeston, 49.

Ilmendon, Thorn, de, 157.

Ipstories, Sir John, 46, 47, 164.
Will, de, 116, 117, 136-143,

146-151, 155, 162.

Beat., w. of, 116.

Petronilla of, 117.
Herbert de, 134, 136.

Irton, Steph. de, 160.

Ithering, Will., 169.

J-

Jarrett, Marie, 96.

Jenning, John, 84.

John the Marshall, 139.

Jordan, son of Fulk, 129.

Joscelin, Rog., son of, 156.

Jowell, Rog., 75.

K.

Kardiff, Reg. de, steward, 139, 140.

Karyswall, 63.

Kempson, Thorn., 106.

Kingeley, 63.
Rob. Bruce, rector of, 65.

Kingesley, Rich., parson of, 148.

Kirkhalom, 49.

Kirklington, co. Notts, 71.

Kitching, Jeremiah, chaplain of Oke-

over, in, 114.

Kniveton, 165.
Matt, de, 22, 144, 148,

156.

Eliz., w. of, 22.

Nich., 45, 54, 165.

Rich., 59.

Will, of Bradley, 82, 83, 84,

103, 165.

And., bart., 108.

Hen. de, 156, 160, 169.
Thorn, de, 1 68.

Kymersley, Thorn., 68.

Kynder, Thorn., 68.

L.

Lalon, Thorn., 84.
Lancaster co.

, 75*

Lancaster, Thorn., Earl of, 30, 32.

Hen., Duke of, 47.

Lane, Rich., 48.

John, 72.

Langford, Nich., 107, 108.

Lankeford, Nich., 74.

Elir., w. of, 74, and.see

Longford.
Lantony, John de, of co. Hereford, 32.

Latham, Ihom., 107.

Launde, Sir Will, de la, 20, 44.

Lucy, w. of, 20.

Laurenson, Thorn., 169, 170.

Lawrenny Park, co. Pemb., 115.

Leake, Will. , of Wymeswold, Baron of

Exchequer, in.
Cath., d. and h. of,

in.
Lee la, near Bradburne, 165.

Lee, Will., 48, 141, 142, 143, 151,

152.

Kath., 70, 71, 74.

Nich. de la, 119.

Alice, w. of, 119.
Rob. de, 134, 140, 141, 147.

Hen., s. of, 134.

Geof., s. of, 134.

John de, 150.

Idonia, w. of, 150.

152.

Sir Reg. de, Rector of Leigh,

see also Leigh.
Leech, Phil., esq., of Chatsworth, 62.

Eliz. , w. of, 62.

Lega, see Leigh.
Leicester co., 18, 19, 45, 82, in.

Leigh, 7, 165.

Hen., of Rushall, 71.

Kath., w. of, 70, 71,

74-
Hen. de, 132.

~ Mr., 113.
Andrew de, 128.

Hero, de, 178.
Phil, de, 146.

Rich., de, 132.
see also Lee.

Leisincus, 131.

Leminstre, John de, 165.

Letard-Durand, s. of, 130.

Lewin, 4.

Gup, 4.

Nich., parson of Franketon,
120.

Leys, Mrs., of Ham, 113.

Limestre, Thorn, de, 169.

Will., 169.

Livet, Rob. de, 129.

Locwode, Ralph de, 161, 163.

3
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Loges, Rand de, 134-

Lokhagh, 49.

Longayton, 49.

Longford, co. Derby, "ji, 165.
Sir Nich., 39, 46, 7^ l63>

167.

Eliz., w. of, 71.

Mr., 61.

Nigel de, 151, and see Lang-
ford.

Longenov, Gilbt. de, 141.

Longley, near Henore, 49.

Lorde, Hen., of Caldon, 56.

Lotteborgh, Rob. de, 153.

Loute, Thrus., 67.

M.

Macworth, Hen., 49.

Agnes, w. of, 49.

Madock, Rob., 69.

Nich., 69.- Phil, 107, 108.

Makerelle, Ralph, of Braydeston, 167.

Malefeld, see Mayfield.
Mansel, Hen., 134.

Mapulton, 43, 55, 56>
6o

>
6 7, 69, 74, 75,

82, 83, 84, 87, 93, 97, 100, 103, 108,

148, 167, 169.

John de, 157.

Hen., s. of, 157.
Hen. de, 145, 150, 151, 160.

Thorn, de, 145, 156.
- Will, de, 165.

Marchinton, Thorn., kt., 45, 46, 165,

167.

Marshall, Rich., of Normanton, 57.

John, 142, 155.

Will., of Stanton, 144, 151,

155, 177-

Hen., of Stanton, 154.

Marston, 131.

Martel, Geof., 158.

Master, Thorn., 84.

Matherfeld, 59.

Mauveisin, Will., 44.

Mawer, Hen., 65.

Mayfield, 6, 41, 128, 152, 153, 158,
162.

Meakin, Will., 81.

Meignyl, Hugh de, 148, 163.

Melburne, John, 66.

John de, 125.
Will, de, 152.

Melbury, Hugh de, 133.

Mellor, Thorn., 107, 108.

Menell, John, 72.

Menil, Hugh de, 148, 163.

Meriman, Will., 81.

Mering, Franc., esch., 66.

Merry, Sir Hen., of Barton, 104.

Mesham, Rich., 81.

Methford, Rich, de, parson of Blore.

41.

Mevereil, Samp., kt., 51.
- Thorn., of Long - Compton,

84, 85.

Jane, w. of, 85.

Fhom., 144, 145, 147,

152, 161.

Franc., of Throwley, 85.

-Will., 141, 142, 143, 144, 146,

150, 151, 152, 155, 159, 177, 178.

John, 169.

Meynell, Hen., 66.

Mr., of Bradley, 113.

Egid. de, 178.

Mickelover, 81, 82.

Midleton, Thorn., 84.

Milward, Thorn., kt., 106, 107, 108.

Milwich, Okeover of, 123.

Alice, heiress of, 16, 123.
Rob. de, 123.
Thorn, de, 124.

Simon, s. and h. of,

124, 125.

Alice, w. of, 124,

125.

Miners, Thorn., 44.

Misterton, co. Leic., 18, 19, 45.

Moar, Edw., 75.

Modbirleye, Ralph de, 155.

Mogington, co. Derby, 69, 75, 84, 103,
108.

Monias, Alured de, 175.

Montfort, Simon de, 18.

Sir Pet. de, 149.

Montgomery, Walt, de, 9, 41, 42, 178.

Lettice, sist. of, 9.
- Walt, de, 12, 13, 14.

Will., s. of, 12.

-Will., s. of, 12,

13, H, 23.
-

Will., the Bastard of, 25, 26.

Will, s. of, 25, 26.

Sir Will, de, 38, 158, 159.

Nich., 59.

John, kt., 67, 69.
- Rob. de, 130.

Ralph de, 131.

Morel, Hugh de, 133.

Morley, co. Derby, 163.
Herbt. de, 134

Marg., w. of, 134.
Will, de, 177.

Morsel, Will., 142. 143.

Cecil., w. of, 143.- Rob., 174, 177.

Morteyne, Rob., of Braydeston, 167.

Mortimer, Rog. de, 35.

Ralph de, 123.

Morton, John, 97.

Moseley, 63.

Mountjoy, Lord, 58.
see also Mungoie.
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Mower, Arth., 72.

Muissun, Will., 134.

Mundy, Mr., 113.

Mungoie, Serl. de, 141, 148.

Ralph de, 156, 159.

Murcaston, 15, 156.

N.

Needham, Anne, 100.

Newcastle, Will., Earl of, 108.

Eliz., w. of, ro8.

Newhall, co. Derby, 85.

Newnham, Will, de, rector of Soly-

hull, 165.

Newton, Edw. , 81.

Nicholas, Ralph, s. of, 137.

Nicholl, John, esq., ill.

Mary, d. of, in.

Nigel Abbot, The, 3, 5, 6, 127.
Will Fitz, 127, 128, 131.
Oliver Fitz, 175, 176.

Norbury, 70.
Norfolk co., in.
Norman, Will., 84.

Normanton, 57-
Norton Lees, co. Derby, 62.

Notts co., 71, 82.

O.

Offedecote, John de, 150.

Okeover, 3-7, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 28,

33, 41, 43, 60, 81, 83, 84, 86, 87, 92,

130, 141, 145, 148, 152, 159, 165,

169, 173.

Appendicia of, 3.

Domesday account of, 3.

account of (1114), 4.

war lands at (1114), 4.

tenants at (1086), 4, 5.

villein tenants at, 4.

grant by Abbot Nigel, 5.

Chartulary at Oxford, 6, 7.

rental of (1430), 50.

(i5th cent.), 170.
brass at (1538), 61.

Pretender's troops at (1745),
112.

owner of (1903), 115.
arms of, 115.

younger branches, 116.

pedigree of, 180.

of Shene, 19, 20, 116.

of Denstone, 20, 118.

of Milwich, 123.

John (1419), 54.

John, 82.

John (1590), of London,
s. of, 82.

Dionisia (Denise), 22.

Okeover, Rich, de, 21, 161.

Rich. (1560), 73.

Rog. de, 138, 158.
R. de, 140.
Rob. de, 18, 19, 20, 21, 151.

Margt., w. of, 20.

Will, de, n, 18, 19, 144.
Geof. de, 13, 133-140, 157-
Laur. de, of Assheburne, 28-31.

Mary, w. of, 29.

82.

Laur. de, 163.

Morris, of Mickleover (1590),

Thorn., of Dunington Castle

(1590), 82.

Hawise de, 142, 143.
Phil. (1472), 172.

Margt., d. of, 172

138.

Orm. de (1089-1138), 127, 128.

Ralph de, 132, 138, 157.

Hugh, s. of, 132, 138.

Alice, sist. of,

Hugh de (temp. Hen. Ill), 36.

Sir Hugh de (1180-1212), 9-15,

132, 135-141

136, 138.

Rich., br. of, 12, 13,

Geof., br. of, 13, 133-
140.

Sir Rob. de (1220-1240), s. of

Sir Hugh, 15, 18, 118, 140, 141, 142.

Sarra, w. of, 15, 140.

Will., s. of, 1 6.

Alice, w. of, 1 6.

118.

Ellen, d. of, 16.

Rob. (1277), s. of, 20,

Margt., w. of,

20, 1 1 8.

Sir Hugh de (1241-1269), s. of

bir Rob., 16-22, 27, 44, 45, 141-

178.
Sheriff of cos. Salop and

Staffs (1256), 17.

grant

(1256), 17.

116, 152.

of free warren

Rich., s. of, 19, 20, 21,

John, s. of, 156.

Lucy, d. of, 20, 44.

Denise, d. of, 22.

. Sir Rob. de (1269-1282), s. of

Sir Hugh, 19, 20, 21, 26, 37, 38,

116, 117, 123, 152-177-
Rob., s. of, 20, 21.

Will., s. of, 123.
-
Alice, w. of, 123.

Arabella, d. of, 159.

John de (1285-1293), s. of Sir

Rob., 21-25, 154-169.

Margt., w. of, 22, 23,

28, 159.
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Okeover, Rowland, Sibil, w. of, 86.

Anne, w. of, 100, 102.

Ralph (d. 1598), s. of,

86.

86.
Dorothy, w. of,

Eliz.
, Susan, and Sarah,

drs. of, 103.

Humph. (1630-39), s. of Row-
land, 102-108.

inqn. after death of,

1 06.

1 08, 109.

105.

Martha, w. of, 105,

Thorn, (b. 1626), s. of,

Lettice, w. of,

105.

105.

Kath. (b. 1627), d. of,

Eliz. (b. 1629), d. of,

105.

105.

105.

105.

Martha (b. 1630), d. of,

Humph, (b. i63i),s. of,

Ralph, (b. 1632), s. of,

Const., w. of,

105.

Mary, d. of, 105.
Sir Rowland (1645-92), son of

Humph., 105, 106, 108, 109, no.
assessed by Committee

for the Advance of Money (1646),

109.
M.F. for Stafford (1685),

1 10.

1 10.

Mercy, w. of, no.
Eliz. (b. 1644), d. of,

Martha, (b. 1646), d. of,

Humph, (b. 1648), s. of,

Cath. (b. 1649), d. of,

Mercy (b. 1654), d. of,

buried at Oke-
over (1750), no.

Thorn, (b. 1657), s. of,
1 10.

no.

1 10.

Eliz., w. of,

Harry (b. 1659), s. of,

Rowland (1692-1729), s. of Sir

Rowland, no, in.
Eliz. (d. 1705), w. of,

Eliz. (b. 1 68 1), d. of,

in,

Okeover, Rowland, Dorothy (b. 1685),
d. of, in.

Rob. (K 1692), s. of,

Thomas (b. 1679 ; d. 1710), s. of

Rowland, in, 114.

Cath., w. of, in.
Will. (d. 1748),. s. of,

114.

114.

Eliz. (d. 1774), d. of,

Cath., d..of, 114.
Leake (1722-63), s. of Thomas,

in, 114.

Mary (d. 1765), \v. of,

in, 114.

Haughton Farmer (b. 1776 ;

d. 1836), of Oldbury, 114.
Rev. Charles Gregory (d. 1836),

114.

Mary Ann, w. of, 114.

Haughton Charles (living 1903),
s. of Chas. Greg., 114.

Eliza. Ann, w. of, 114.

Haughton Ealdred

(living 1903), s. of, 114.
Mabel Alice (living

1903), d. of, 114.
Maud (living 1903),

d. of, 114.
Ruth Isabel (living

1903), d. of, 115.
Edith Mary (living

1903), d. of, 115.
Ethel Blanche (living

1903), d. of, 115.
Lilian Mercy Mary

(living 1903), d. of, 115.

Mary Beat. (d. 1887),
d. of, 115.

Victoria Alex, (living

younger branches, 116.

Hi

1903), d. of, 115.

Dunger brai

[ugh de, of Shene (d. 1269),

Rich. (1272-94), s. of,

Beat., w. of,

19, 20, 116.

116.

Rob., of Shene (1315-23), s. of

Rich., 117.
Rich, de, of Shene (1327-45),

117, 118.

Joan, d. of, 117, 118.

Rob. I, of Denstone (1254-97),
20, 118-122.

Margt. (heiress of Den-
stone), w. of, 20, 118, 119.

Alice, w. of, 119.
Rob. II, s. of Rob. I (1275-95),

Alan (1295-1327), of

Westbroughton, s. of, 120, 121, 122.

119.
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Okeover, Rich, de (1297), nephew of

Rob. I, 121.

Will, de (1272-85), of Milwich,

123, 124.

Alice, w. of, 123.

Hugh ( 1285-1329), s. of,

124.

John, of Milwich (1329-62),

125, 126.

Ralph (1385), s. of,

126.

Isol., d. of, 126.

Dion, d. of, 126.

Eva, d. of, 126.

Olboldston, Thorn., 69.

Oldbury, co. Warwick, no, 114.

Ora, one-tenth of a mark, 4.

Orm, 4, 5, 6, 7, 130.

And., s. of, 7.

Ralph, s. of, see Fitzorm.

Will., 69.
the Falconer, 129.

Osmaston, co. Derby, 115.

Osmundeston, Eylrop de, 137.

Oxford, Okeover Chartulary at, 6, 7.

P.

Paget, Lord, 70, 85, 108.

Palmer, John C., of Frankton, 21.

Panton, Norman, 134, 136.

Will., 136, 137.

Pardevill, Rich, de, 175, 176.

Parker, John, of Norton Lees, 62.

Margt., w. of, 62.

Rob., of Karyswall, 63.

Thorn., 75.

Patris, Rich, de, 145.

Peache, Will., 97.
Pembroke co.

, 115.

Penebrugge, Hen. de, of co. Hereford,
32-

Perrers, Alice, 44.

Perrie, Steph., 95.

Perwich, 49.

Peshale, Rich, de, kt., 47.

Joan, w. of, 47.

Humph., 58.
Adam de, 125.

Hugh de, 163.

Fetters, Sir Thorn., of Rackheath, in.

Eliz., d. and h. of, in.

Pevenvych, 165.

Philip of Tean, family of, 157.

Philip, Ralph, of Mapulton, 56.

Phillips, Edw., 103.

Eliz., w. of, 103.

John Fred. Lort, of Lawrenny
Park, 115.

Maud, w. of, 115.

Pirario, Rob. de, 129, 133.

Pixley, Rich., 84.

Pole, John de la, of Hartindon, 47,

54, 1 68, 169.

John, 51.

John, esq. of Hartinton, 62.

Jane, w. of, 62.

Rich, de la, of Hartington, 117,

118, 164.

John, s. of, 117, 118.

Joan, w. of, 117,
1 18.

Hen. de la, 54.

Poole, German, of Radburn, 75.

Port, John, 78, 105.

Const., w. of, 105.

Rob., 85.

Mr., 113.

Poutrel, Rob., 142.

Will, 177.

Povele, Jord. de, 132.

Povey, Walt., 106.

Poysur, Geof., 73.

Prayers, Hen. de, 136.
Will, de, 164.

Leticia, d. of, 164.

Presbiter, Ralph, 131.

Prestwold, Hugh de, 35.

Prestwode, Ralph de, 175-178.
Will, de, 178.

Prez, Rich, de, 144.

Pugil, Simon, 132.

Matt., br. of, 132.

Putrel, Rog., 12, 14.

Margt., w. of, 12, 14.

Rob., 141.

Will., 147, 150.

Pyatte, Thorn., 75.

Pz, Rich, de, 144.

Quixhill, 20.

R.

Rackheath, co. Norfolk, in.

Radborne, 15, 22, 75, 128.

Raikey, ill.

Ralph, Prior of Tutbury, 6.

s. of William, 129.
s. of Ernald, 129.
the Constable, 129.

Ralph Fitz, 132.

Rich., br. of, 132.
- Will. Fitz, 136.

s. of Jordan, see Fitzjordan.
s. of Nicholas, 137.

Revet, Will., 81.

Richard, the Abbot of St. Pierre sur

Dive, 6.

Richardson, John, 81, 102.

Ridware, Walt, de, 133.
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Ridware, Will, de, Seneschal, 137.

Rog. de, 137.

Riley, Rog., 97.

Risley, 49, 167.

Robert, FitzWalkeline, 15, 22, 23, 42,

127, 128, 129, 131, 133.
s. of Sweyn, 20.

Robinson, Will., 68.

Robotham, Jos., 112.

Edm., 112.

Rocester, 175.

Rob., the Abbot of, 20, 118.

Rob. de, 144.
Phil, de, 152, 178.

Ralph, s. of, 152.

Roger, Engenulph, s. of, 129.
s. of Joscelin, 156.

Rollesley, Walt., 66.

Rolleston, Thorn, de, 41, 42.

Reina, w. of, 41, 42.

John, 56.

Rosel, Will., 164.

Rossington, Rog. de, 29, 30, 179.

Rowe, Will., 169.

Royle, Hugh, 81.

Royley, Rog., 107.

Rudyard, Thorn., 105.

Mary, w. of, 105.

Ruffus, Rob., of Throwley, 141.

Rushall, 71.

Ruthin, 48.

S.

Sacheverell, Will.
, 40.

Isab., w. of, 40, 1 66.

Sir Henry, 61.

John de, 175.

Sallow, Will., 47, 167.

George de, 49.
Thorn. , w. of, 49.

Salvage, Geof., 132, 137.

Sandyaker, 49.

Saperton, 43.

Saswallon, 127, 128.

Fulcher, s. of, 127, 128.

Hugh Fitz, 129.

Henry , 129.

Phulk, br. of, 129.

Ralph , 129.

Saule, John, 25, 159.

Scarsdale, Lord, 115.

Seggissale, Geof. de, 174.

Henry de, 175, 176.

Sele, Ralph de, 138.

Shaftesbury, Earl of, 86.

Sheldon, Gilbt., 106, 107.

Shelton, John, of Blore, 56.

Shene, 10, 17, 18, 19, 20, 141, 155.
Okeover of, 116-118.
Thorn, de, 165, 167.

Shirley, Sir Rob., 106, no.

Shirley, Sir Rob., Cath., w. of, 106,
no.

Ralph de, 164.

Margt., w. of, 164.

Shrewsbury, John, Earl of, 173.

Silcock, Eliz., 95.

Sireford, Rob. de, 139, 140, 178.

Smith, Thorn., 75, 112.

Will., 81.

James, 112.

Rob., 169.

Snellesdale, 145, 148, 160.

Rob. de, 148.

Ralph de, 161.

Rich, de, 153, 176.

Adam, s. of, 153.
Simon de, 161.

Snelstone, co. Derby, 9, 12, 13, 14, 17,

18, 25, 31, 37, 42, 43, 55, 60, 63, 67,

68, 69, 74, 81, 82, 83, 86, 87, 92,

103, 106, 108, 131, 143, 144, 159,

167, 169.
tenure of (1460), 55.

John de, 41.
Geof. de, 134.

Sniterton, Jordan de, 133, 134, 148,

!57-

Somerville, Walt, de, 129.
Gilbt. de, 130.

Soule, John, 25, 159.

Sowter, Thorn., 65.

Spalding, 123.

Sparrow, Mr., Vicar of Ham, 113.

Spineye, Will, de la, 24.

Margt., w. of, 24.

Spoundon, 49.
St. Albans, Reg. de, 132.
St. Pierre sur Dive, Abbot of, 6,

127.
Nich. de, 25, 26.

Stafford, Rob. de, 21, 24, 124.

Will., Vise, of, 146.
Will, de, 160.

Stanlaw, Will, de, 163.

Stanley, Sir John, 58.

George, 58.

Stanton, 49, 144, 154, 155, 167, 177.
Rob. de, 134, 136, 167, 174.
Will, de, 133, 134, 138.
Thorn, de, 137, 139.

Ralph de, 139.
Iseuda de, 155.

Stapenhill, 10.

Stapleford, co. Notts, 82.

Startin, Rich., 84.

Stathum, Ralph de, 44, 45.

Goditha, w. of, 44, 45.

Staundon, Vivian de, 116.

Steple, Thorn., 72.

Stratton, 16, 127.
Will, de, 127.

Stretton, 6, 8, 17, 138.
Gilbt. de, 152.
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Strelley, John de, 56.

Strete, Rich., 61.

Stubbes, Rog.,64.
Rob., 72.

Sudbury, 131.

Suene, Prior of Burton, 6, 127.

Suineshod, Amf. de, 138.

Sulney, Alured de, 44.

Sulyhulle, 165.

Sutton, Will, de, of Warwick, 28, 40,

41.

Margt., w. of, 28, 40,

41.

Agnes, 67, 68.

John, 69.

Swarkeston, co. Derby, 79, 82, 102.

Swegn, 4.

Sweyn, the Prior of Burton, 6, 127.

Rob., son of, 20.

Swinscoe, 9, 16, 17, 20, 24, 65, 81, 83,

84, 86, 103, 108, 142, 145, 150, 152,

161, 164, 174, 175, 177.

Deeds, 174.
- Rich, de, 144, 147, 161.

Rich., s. of, 161.
-

Cecilia, w. of, 147,
161.

Ralph de, 158.
Will, de, 175.

Swithamley, lie.

Sypele, Rob. de, 138.

T.

Tatenhill, Geof. de, 131.

Taylor, John, of Burton, 71, 74.

Ellen, w. of, 71, 74.

Thorn., of Lichfield, 97.

Tedwi, 4.

Tene, Rich, de, 146.
Will, de, 163.

Thene (Tean), 157.
Rich, de, 146, 148, 151.
Phil, de, 152, 157.

Will., s. of, 152, 157.
Will, de, 163.

Nigel de, 157.

Thorn., s. of, 157.
Thorn, de, 152, 153, 161.

Tholy, Rob. Fitz, see Fitz Tholy.
Thornbury, Edm., 75.

Thorp, Rob. de, Seneschal, 133, 141,

142, 143, 148, 150, 151, 157, 174,

177.
Hawise de, 145.
Thom. de Bradeford, parson of,

147.

Throwley, 5, 85, 141, 146, 147, 148,
161.

Tici, Rob., 141.

Tidewall, Rob. de, 160.

Tiddeswall, co. Derby 57.

Tiddeswall, Rich., 58, 59.

Tilinton, 153, 154.

Will.de, 153.

Thorn., s. of, 153.

Tison, Hen., 138.

Tissington, Herb, de, 138.

Tixall, 60.

Toe, Humph, de, 131.

Tok, Phil, de, 157.

Toke, Rob. 33.

John de, 35.

Tolk, Jordan de, 137, and see Tout.

Tomkinson, Will., 65, 73.

Tomlinson, John, 97.

Hen., 107, 108.

Chris., 112.

Torald, John, of Ham, 56.

Touk, Sir Rob., de, 16, 138.

Townleyes, Chas.
, 96.

Trafford, Will., esq. of Swithamley,
no.

Mercy, w. of, no.
Trowell, Nich. de, 32.

Trubshaw, Will., 60, 8 r.

Trussell, Will., 39.
Rob. de, 129.

Tunnicliffe, Ralph, 107, 108.

Tury, John, 42.

Joan, w. of, 42.

Tutbury, Chartulary, 6.

Priors of, 6, 7, 122, 128.

U.

Ulward the Smith, 4.

Umfrey, Will., 153, 154.

V.

Veer, Rob. de, Duke of Ireland,

46.

Venables, Will, de, 18, 19.

Amice, w. of, 18, 19.

Sir Will, de, 141, 145, 147,

148, 150, 1 60.

Verdun, Bert, de, 10, 135, 137.
-
Nich., s. of, ii.

Nich. de, 137.

John de, 20, 116, 164.

John Lord, of Alton, 153.
Ruelen de, 133, 134.
Rob. de, 136.
Milone de, 136, 137.
Sir Theobald de, 155.

- Will, de, 176.

Verney, Walt., 123.

Rog. de, 146, 178.

Vernon, Sir Rich., 48, 59.
-

Thurs., of Haddon, 53, 57.

John, 68.

Will, de, the Seneschal, 138.
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W.

Wade, John, Rector of Leigh, 165.

Walchelin, Rob. Fitz, see Robert.

Waldeshelf, Walt., 165.

Walhouse, Morton, 114.

Cath., w. of, 114.

Edw., s. of, 114.

Margt, w. of,

114.

Walkeline, 15.
Rob. Fitz, 15, 22, 23, 42, 127,

128, 129, 131, 133.

Walker, Henry, 75.

Rob., 81.

Sir Andrew Barclay, 114.

Maud, w. of, 114.
Sir Peter, of Osmaston, 115.

Ethel Blanche, w. of,

"5-
Wall, Will., 84.

Walous, Will, le, 42.

Alice, w. of, 42.

Waltham, Rog. de, 33.

Walyshe, Will, de, 43.

Ward, Edm., 68.

Abraham, 106.

Wardington, Rog. de, 159.

Ware, Nich. de, 154.

Waren, John, 170.
Warine the Marshall, 134.

Waring, Edm., 84, 101.

Warlands, definition of, 4.

Warwick, 28, 40, 41, no, 114.
Will, de, 137.

Wasteneys, Anselm de (1212), 14.

Waterfall, 12, 173.

Nich., Lord of, 173.

Waterpark, Lord, 114.
Elisa Anne, d. of,

114.

Webster, Will., of Hum, 56.

Wedgewood, John, esch., 84.

Wedneslay, Thorn, de, 46.

Rog. de, 133, 134, 151, 152,
159, 1 60.

Rob. de, 141, 144, 145, 148,

150, I5i 157.

Welbeck, Rich, de, 165, 170.

Welles, Humph., of Horecross, 72.

Dorothy, w. of, 72.
Welsh War (1256), 17.

Werehengle, 18.

Werslouwe, Adam de, 161.

Weston, John de, 47, 141, 146.

Will., s. of, 47.

Ralph de, 158.

Wetton, Hen. de, 144.

Whehamstede, John de, Seneschal of
Lord Verdun, 153.

Whiniard, Rob., 81.

Whistan, 20.

White, Henry, 86.

White, Henry, Sibil, d. of, 86.

Thorn., 1 06.

Whithall, John, 84, 103.

Wiard, Rob., 176, 177, 178.

Wilburham, Will, de, 160.

Wildegos, John, 42.

Isolda, w. of, 42.

Wilintone, John de, 132.

Nich., s. of, 132.

Willesthorp, 49.

William, Ralph, s. of, 129.
s. of Ralph, 136.
Prior of Tutbury, 6, 7,

128.

Wilson, Edw., 114.

Cath., w. of, 114.

Winchester, Earl of, 36.

Windsor, Will, de, 44.

Winishill, Will, de, 131.

Winstermille, 45.

Wirksworth, 8, 10.

Liberty of, 30.

Wirley, Rich., 170.

Wither, Walt, 27.

Joan, w. of, 27.

161.
Walt., of Hum, 154, 1 60,
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HILLARY, 16 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Francis Walsted, complainant, and Thomas Walsted,
gentleman, and Richard Walsted, son and heir apparent of the same Thomas,
deforciants of 3 messuages, 6 cottages, 2 tofts, 7 gardens, 50 acres of

meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood, and 12 acres of furze and
heath in "Walsted, Delves, Great Barre, "Weste Bromwich, Rushall, and
Walshall.

Thomas and Richard remitted all right to Francis and his heir, for

which Francis gave them .160.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Richard Tomkys and Michael Nickins and Anne, his wife,

complainants, and Henry Pynson and Alice, his wife, deforciant of i

messuage, I garden, i orchard, 6 acies of land, 20 acres of pasture, and

3 acres of wood in Bryerley and Sedgrley.

Henry and Alice remitted all right to Richard and Michael and the heirs

of Richard, for which Richard and Michael gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Richard Hurlebutt, complainant, and John Orchard and Anne,
his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 20 acres of land, 6 acres
of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, 20 acres of furze and heath,
2s. 6d. rent, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Garrenshall,
otherwise G-arsall, Milwich and Cotton.

John and Anne remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them ,120.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Hillary Hawkes, gentleman, complainant, and John Rogers,
gentleman, deforciant of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 2 acres of

meadow, 30 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and 20 acres of furze and
heath in "Whitmore.

John remitted all right to Hillary and his heirs, for which Hillary gave
him ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between John Persehowse, gent, and Mary, his wife, complainants, and
Michael Davison, gentleman, and William Turton, deforciants of 20 acres of
land and 4 acres of meadow in Walsall.

Michael and William remitted all right to John and Mary and the heirs
of John, for which John and Mary gave them ,41.

O 2
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On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Richard Aspley, complainant, and Gilbert Dale, deforciant of

I cottage, i garden, I orchard, 16 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow,
14 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Acton

Trussell, Beddenhall otherwise Bednall, Hudgeley, and Camiock.

Gilbert remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which Richard

gave him ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Richard Jevan and John Jevan, complainants, and Edward

Wilkes, deforciant of I cottage, I barn, I garden, i acre of land, and
I acre of pasture in Bryerley and Sedgley.

Edward remitted all right to Richard and John and the heirs of Richard,
for which Richard and John gave him ^40.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Thomas Bathoe, complainant, and William White and

Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, i orchard, 120 acres

of land, 10 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 10 acres of moor, common of

pasture for all cattle, and common of turbary in Lyttle Onne and Churtz Eaton.
William and Elizabeth granted whatsoever they had in the said tenements

to Thomas. To have and to hold to the said Thomas all the life of the said

Elizabeth, for which Thomas gave them ,100.

On the Morrow of the Purification of the Blessed Mary. 16 James I.

Between James Whitehall, gentleman, and Ralph Brown, gentleman,
complainants, and John Offley, knight, deforciant of 3 messuages, 3 gardens,
3 orchards, 200 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture,
100 acres of furze and heath, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Dilron otherwise Dilerne, Carsewell otherwise Caverswell, Weston, and
Home otherwise Howme.

John remitted all right to James and Ralph and the heirs of James, and

granted further that he would warrant the said tenements against Henry
Offley, esquire, father of the said John, and his heirs for ever, for which

James and Ralph gave him ^200.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between George Thorley, gentleman, complainant, and William Colmore,
gentleman, and Frances, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 20 acres of

land, 20 acres of meadow, 60 acres of pasture, 40 acres of wood, 100 acres of
furze and heath, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of

turbary in Heaton and Leeke, and of all tithes in the said tenements.
William and Frances remitted all right to George and his heirs, for

which George gave them ^120.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Edmund Windesor, esquire, complainant, and Edward Coke,
knight, Robert Bulleyn, gentleman, and John Pepis, gentleman, deforciants
of 4 messuages, 4 cottages, 6 gardens, 4 orchards, 140 acres of land, 60 acres
of meadow, 300 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of
cattle in Knightley.

The deforciants remitted all right to Edmund and his heirs, for which
Edmund gave them ^400.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between John Waple, gentleman, and William Paddy, complainants, and
Edward Coke, knight, Robert Bulleyne, gent., and John Pepys, gent,
deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 60 acres of land, 10 acres
of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Knigrhtley.
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The deforciants remitted all right to John Waple and William and heirs
of John Waple, for which John Waple and William gave them ,160.

On the Octaves of the Purification. 16 James I.

Between Nicholas Nevell, complainant, and Walter Hevenyngham,
knight, and Nicholas Hevenyngham, armiger, deforciants of I messuage,
i garden, i orchard, 12 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, 7 acres of

pasture, and common of pasture in Long-don.
Walter and Nicholas Hevenyngham remitted all right to Nicholas

Nevell and his heirs, for which Nicholas Nevell gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between John Pakington, knight, Thomas Grantham, knight, William
Borlase, knight, and Thomas Burdett, armiger, complainants, and John
Ferrers, knight, deforciant of the honour of the castle of Tamworth, and of
8 messuages, 2 mills, 10 gardens, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow,
40 acres of pasture, and 12^. rent in Tamworth, Dreyton-Basset, and
Wig-g-erton.

John Ferrers remitted all right to the plaintiffs and the heirs of John
Pakington, for which the complainants gave him ^200.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between Richard Weston, armiger, and Robert Wolseley, gentleman,
complainants, and Thomas Wolseley, knight, deforciant of the manors of

Wolseley and Bisheton, and of 20 messuages, 300 cottages, 10 tofts, 2 water-

mills, i dovecote, 30 gardens, 30 orchards, 1,500 acres of land, 400 acres of

meadow, 500 acres of pasture, 1,000 acres of wood, 600 acres of furze and
heath, 10 acres of land covered with water, and 40^. rent in Wolseley,
Bisheton, Coleton, Great Heywood, Little Heywood, Abbots Bromley,
Stafford, Heddersford, and Canok otherwise Canock, and also of a free

fishery in the water of Trent.

Thomas remitted all right to Richard and Robert and the heirs of Richard,
for which Richard and Robert gave him ,1,600.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between William Pyerson, Henry Stone, and Richard Stone, complain-
ants, and John Persehowse, gentleman, and Mary, his wife, and John
Sherwyn, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 4 messuages, i cottage,
5 gardens, 24 acres of land, and 30 acres of pasture in Walsall and
Rushall.

The deforciants remitted all right to the plaintiffs and the heirs of William,
for which the complainants gave them ,41,

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 16 James I.

Between William Sheldon, the younger, gentleman, complainant, and
Edward Newman, gentleman, and Judith, his wife, Ralph Smyth, the

younger, gentleman, and Mary, his wife, Francis Talbott, gentleman, and
Judith, his wife, and Amphillis Bradeley, deforciants of i messuage, i barn,
i garden, i orchard, 30 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture,
10 acres of furze and heath, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Swynford Regis otherwise King-swynford, and Ashwood.
The deforciants remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which

William gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between John Spittall, complainant, and Richard Crosway, deforciant of
I toft, 1 6 acres of land, 7 acres of meadow, and 8 acres of pasture in Morffe
and Enfeild.

Richard remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John gave him

41-
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On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between John Porter and Thomas Fodon, complainants, and Richard

Bowyer, gentleman, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 40 acres of pasture for

all cattle and common of turbary in Milwiche.

Richard and Anne remitted all right to John and Thomas and the heirs

of John, for which John and Thomas gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between James Sherrat, complainant, and Robert Steele and Winifred,
his wife, deforciants, of 6 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, and 6 acres of

pasture in Blithfeild, Bagottes Bromley, and Heatley.

Robert and Winifred remitted all right to James and his heirs, for which

James gave them ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Richard Almond, gentleman, complainant, and John Bolde and

Ellen, his wife, deforciants of I cottage, and I acre of land in Burton-on-

Trent.

John and Ellen remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Edward gave them ^40.

On the Quindene of Easter, 17 James I.

Between Henry Heynes, gentleman, and Richard Staunton, complainants,
and Jonas Chalener, clerk, deforciant of I messuage, I garden, 60 acres of

land, 10 acres of meadow, and 30 acres of pasture in Olfaleng-, Esington and
Wednesfeild.

Jonas remitted all right to Henry and Richard and the heirs of Henry,
for which Henry and Richard gave him ,120.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Bradburie, complainant, and Thomas Colecloughe and

Agnes, his wife, deforciants of 20 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, 20 acres

of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Barlaston.

Thomas and Agnes remitted all right to Thomas Bradburie and his heirs,

for which Thomas Bradburie gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Deykyn, complainant, and Richard Tewe, gentleman,
deforciant of 40 acres of pasture in WMttington.

Richard remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, and granted that he
would warrant the said tenements against the heirs of Richard Otteley,

gentleman, deceased, for which Ralph gave him ^41.

At one month from Easter Day. 17 James I.

Between William Chambers and Thomas Chambers, complainants, and
Robert Tomlynson otherwise Dudley, gentleman, and Margaret his wife,

deforciants of a third part of 4 acres of meadow and 12 acres of pasture in

Rowley.
Robert and Margaret remitted all right to William and Thomas and the

heirs of William, for which William and Thomas gave them ^40.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between William Turton and Thomas Turton, complainants, and John
Downynge and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, 3 cottages,

4 gardens, 4 orchards, 30 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 30 acres of

pasture, 4 acres of wood, and 6 acres of furze and heath in Sedg-eley and
Cottewall end.

John and Elizabeth remitted all right to William and Thomas and the

heirs of William, for which William and Thomas gave them ^100.
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On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between William Jollie, gentleman, and Thomas Baylie, complainants,
and William Dreycott, deforciant of i messuage, 2 gardens, 40 acres of

land, 20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all

cattle, and common of turbary in Bradnopp, and of all tithes, oblations, and
obventions in and upon the said tenements.

William Dreycott remitted all right to William Jollie and Thomas and
the heirs of William Jollie, for which William Jollie and Thomas gave him
jlOQ,

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between William Harrisson, Arthur Gilbert, and James Scott, com-
plainants, and William Amery and Mary, his wife, deforciants of 4 acres of

land, 10 acres of pasture, and 2 acres of wood in Marchingrton.
William Amery and Mary remitted all right to the complainants and the

heirs of William Harrisson, and granted that they would warrant the said
tenements against the heirs of Thomas Amery, father of the said William,
and his heirs for ever, for which the complainants gave them 41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Aberley, complainant, and Ralph Moreton and Jane,
his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I barn, I garden, I orchard, 30 acres
of land, 3 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Dreynton and G-rynley.

Ralph and Jane remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which
Thomas gave them ^41.

On the Morrow of the Ascension, 17 James I.

Between Thomas Hall, plaintiff, and Robert, Earl of Essex, deforciant of
i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 10 acres of land, 24 acres of meadow,
140 acres of pasture, 60 acres of wood, 10 acres of marsh, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Frodeswall otherwise Frodeswell and Milwich.
The earl granted the said tenements to the said Thomas, to be held

by the said Thomas, for the term of 99 years next following after the

decease of Edward Devereux, baronet, and Katherine, his wife, if Elizabeth

Hall, wife of the said Thomas, John Hall, son of the said Thomas, and Anne
Willatt, or any of them, should so long live. Rendering 40^. yearly
to the said earl and his heirs if the said Elizabeth, John, and Anne, or

any of them should so long live, for which Thomas gave him ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between John Procter, complainant, and John Rathbone and Margaret,
his wife, and Humphrey Well and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of

i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 20 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow,
10 acres of pasture, and half an acre of wood in Walton by Stone.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Procter and his heirs, for

which John Procter gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Gibson and Margery, his wife, William Onneley, and

John Spurrier, complainants, and Henry Grove and Margery, his wife,
deforciants of 6 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, and 2 acres of pasture in

Great Barre.

Henry and Margery remitted all rights to the complainants and the heirs

of Thomas, and granted that they would warrant the said tenements against
Edward Grove, father of the said Henry, and his heirs, and against John
Grove, brother of the said Henry, and his heirs, for which the complainants
gave them 41.
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On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Hunte, complainant, and John Browne and Jane, his

wife, and Thomas Tittensor and Joan, his wife, deforciants of 3 messuages,
3 cottages, 6 gardens, 6 orchards, 60 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow,
200 acres of pasture, 60 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all cattle

in Fenton Culverte, Bucknall and Eaves.
The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas Hunte and his heirs, for

which Thomas Hunte gave them ,320.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Simon Dickenson, the younger, complainant, and Edward
Dickenson, and Joice, his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens,
2 orchards, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture, and
common of pasture for all cattle in Penckrich.

Edward and Joice remitted all right to Simon and his heirs, for which
Simon gave them ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between Richard Coton, complainant, and John Woodnett, the younger,
and Jane, his wife, deforciants of 7 acres of pasture in Halfeheade.

John and Jane granted the said tenements to Richard, to be held
for the term of 80 years if the said John, and John Woodnett, the elder,
father of the said John Woodnett, the younger, and Margaret, his Cthe

father's) wife, or any of them, should so long live. Rendering lid.

by the year to the said John Woodnett, the younger, for which Richard

gave them ,41.
'

At five weeks from Easter Day. 17 James I.

Between Edward Vernon, esquire, and Christopher Horton, gentleman,
complainants, and Thomas Burdett, baronet, and Jane, his wife, deforciants

of the manor of Thorpe Constantyne, with the appurtenances, and of

12 messuages, 4 cottages, 12 gardens, 12 orchards, 400 acres of land,
60 acres of meadow, 150 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood, and 300 acres
of furze and heath in Thorpe Ccnstantyne, and of the advowson of the
church of Thorpe Constantyne.

Thomas and Jane remitted all right to Edward and Christopher and the
heirs of Edward, for which Edward and Christopher gave them ,500.

On the Quindene of Easter. 17 James I.

Between John Scott, complainant, and Henry Grove, and Margery, his

wife, Isaac Burglyn, and Dorothy, his wife, and Thomas Burglyn, deforciants
of 3 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 8 acres of pasture, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Great Barre and Walsall. The deforciants remitted
all right to John and his heirs, for which John gave them ,41.

TRINITY, 17 JAMES I.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James L
Between John Nocke, clerk, complainant, and William Nocke and Anne,

his wife, deforciants of I messuage, i bay, i barn, I garden, i orchard and
2^ acres of pasture in Rowley Reg-is.

William and Anne remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ,41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between John Palyn, son of William Palyn, complainant, and the same
William Palyn, deforciant of i messuage, 2 cottages, 3 gardens, 30 acres of

land, 4 acres of meadow, and 20 acres of pasture in Acton.
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William remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John gave him

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Sneyde, the elder, armiger, and Ralph Sneyde, the

younger, armiger, complainants, and William Walkeyden, gentleman,
deforciant of I messuage, I garden, I orchard, 60 acres of land, 6 acres of

meadow, 80 acres of pasture, and 16 acres of wood in Whitmore.
William remitted all right to the complainants, and the heirs of Ralph

Sneyde, the younger, for which the complainants gave him ^200.

At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between John Chadwicke, gentleman, and Rowland Frith, gentleman,
complainants, and John Wakeringe, armiger, deforciant of i cottage,
1 garden, I orchard, 10 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 16 acres of

pasture, and 6 acres of moor in Norton otherwise Norton by Cannocke.

John Wakeringe remitted all right to John Chadwicke and Rowland and
the heirs of John Chadwicke, and granted that he would warrant the said

tenements against the heirs of Gilbert Wakeringe, knight, deceased, for ever,
for which John Chadwicke and Rowland gave him ,41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Thornycrofte, complainant, and Edward Maynwaringe,
armiger, and Sarah, his wife, deforciants of i messuage and 8 acres of land
in Swynnerton.

Edward and Sarah remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which
Thomas gave them ,41.

At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Stokes, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas Wakelem,
and Margaret, his wife, deforciants of I cottage, i barn, i garden, i orchard,
and 4 acres of pasture in Essing-ton.

Thomas Wakelem and Margaret remitted all right to Thomas Stokes
and his heirs, for which Thomas Stokes gave them ^40.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Richard Brooke and Margaret, his wife, complainants, and
Walter Leveson, knight, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 26 acres of

pasture in Wolverhampton.
Walter and Anne remitted all right to Richard and Margaret and the

heirs of Richard, for which Richard and Margaret gave them ,100.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Humphrey Onely, complainant, and William Towers and
Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of i acre of land and 6 acres of pasture in

Yoxall.

William and Elizabeth remitted all right to Humphrey and his heirs, for

which Humphrey gave them 41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Humphrey Lynde, knight, complainant, and Francis Harecourt,
armiger, deforciant of 2 messuages, 6 barns, 2 water-mills, i dovecote,
2 gardens, 2 orchards, 100 acres of land, 50 acres of meadow, 60 acres of

pasture, 10 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Bonton, Weiston and Seig-hford.

Francis remitted all right to Humphrey and his heirs, for which
Humphrey gave him .260.
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On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 14 James I.

Between Ralph Asshenhurste, armiger, complainant, and Thomas

Smythe and Joan, his wife, and William Smythe, and Jane, his wife,

deforciants of I messuage, I barn, I garden, common of pasture for all

cattle, and common of turbary in Bradnappe, and of all tithes in the said

tenements.
The deforciants remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ^41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Richard Arden and John Corbison, complainants, and John
Walker, the elder, gentleman, and Katherine, his wife, deforciants of

i messuage, 2 cottages, 3 tofts, 3 gardens, i orchard, 26 acres of meadow,

50 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Barton subtus

Needwood.

John Walker and Katherine remitted all right to Richard and John
Corbison and the heirs of Richard, for which Richard and John Corbison

gave them ^100.

At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between John Weston, gentleman, complainant, and John Offley, knight,
deforciant of i messuage, i garden, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow,
50 acres of pasture, 2 acres of wood, 100 acres of furze, and heath, and of a

tenth part of i messuage, 12 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, and 8 acres of

pasture in Over Elkeston and Alstonfield.

John Offley remitted all right to John Weston and his heirs, for which

John Weston gave him ^100.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Stiche, gentleman, complainant, and Peter Maccles-

feild, armiger, and Joan, his wife, deforciants of 4 messuages, 4 gardens,
4 orchards, 250 acres of land, 30 acres of meadow, 80 acres of pasture,
40 acres of wood, and 150 acres of furze and heath in G-arsall otherwise

G-aring-sall, Milwiche, Barton and Bradley.
Peter and Joan remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which

Thomas gave them ^320.

At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Peter Broughton, gentleman, complainant, and Francis Whit-
more, gentleman, and Thomas Whitmore, gentleman, deforciants of

3 messuages, 3 barns, 3 gardens, 3 orchards, 160 acres of land, 40 acres of

meadow, 200 acres of pasture, 60 acres of wood, and common of pasture for
all kinds of cattle in Madeley and Careswall.

Francis and Thomas remitted all right to Peter and his heirs, for which
Peter gave them ,300.

At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Richard Cantrell and Richard Slacke, complainants, and John
Offley, knight, deforciant of 3 messuages, i toft, 140 acres of land, 10 acres
of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood, 10 acres of furze and heath,
and of three-tenths of i messuage, 12 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow and
8 acres of pasture in Over Elkeston and Alstonfeild.

John remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of Richard
Cantrell, for which the complainants gave him ^160.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Sneyd, the
v younger, armiger, and George Bowyer,

gentleman, complainants, and Gilbert Gerard, knight, Lord Gerard, and
Eleanor, his wife, deforciants of 30 messuages, 30 cottages, 30 barns, i dove-
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cote, 50 gardens, 50 orchards, 3,000 acres of land, 1,000 acres of meadow,
3,000 acres of pasture, 100 acres of wood, 100 acres of furze and heath,

40 acres of moor, 20 acres of moss, and common of pasture for all kinds of
beasts in Audeleig-h otherwise Audeley, Talke, Halmerend, Bag-nalend,
Knolend, Yardleyende, and Parckend.

Gilbert, Lord Gerard, and Eleanor remitted all right to Ralph and George
and the heirs of Ralph, for which Ralph and George gave them ,5,000.

MICHAELMAS, 17 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between William Mullyner and Thomas Mullyner, complainants, and
William Sheynton, the elder, and Frances, his wife, deforciants of I mes-

suage, i garden, i orchard, 50 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, and 10 acres

of pasture in Orton, otherwise Overton.
William and Frances remitted all right to the complainants and the

heirs of William Mullyner, for which the complainants gave them ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Henry Goughe, complainant, and John Rotton, gentleman, and

Rachael, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of land in Wolverhampton.

John and Rachael remitted all right to Henry and his heirs, for which

Henry gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I

Between Francis Hudson, complainant, and Richard Podmore, deforciant

of i cottage, i garden, 6 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, and 6 acres of

pasture in Beffcott.

Richard remitted all right to Francis and his heirs, for which Francis

gave him 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Humphrey Collyer, complainant, and Thomas Collyer, deforciant

of i messuage, 12 acres of land, and 12 acres of pasture in Hanchurch.
Thomas remitted all right to Humphrey and his heirs, for which Hum-

phrey gave him ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Adeus Ley, complainant, and Ralph Eaton, gentleman, and

Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 10 acres of land, 4 acres of

meadow, and 10 acres of pasture in Upper Mathfeild, Midle Mathfeild, and
Nether Mathfeild otherwise Churchfeild, and of pasture for I beast in Upper
Mathfeild.

Ralph and Anne remitted all right to Adeus and his heirs, for which Adeus

gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Bradney, complainant, and Eleanor Fletcher, widow, and
Walter Wollaston, son and heir apparent of the said Eleanor, deforciants of

7 acres of pasture in Netherpenne and Overton.
Eleanor and Walter remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Sneade, the elder, armiger, and Ralph Sneade, the

younger, armiger, complainants, and Philip Dreycott, gentleman, and Mary,
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his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 140 acres of land,

40 acres of meadow, 140 acres of pasture, and 40 acres of furze and heath in

Chatterley and Tunstall.

Philip and Mary remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Ralph Sneade, the younger, for which the complainants gave them ^400.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Lamberd and Anne, his wife, complainants, and William

Comberford, armiger, deforciant of I messuage, 2 barns, I garden, I orchard,

15 acres of land, 5 acres of meadow, and 7 acres of pasture in Hopwas
otherwise Hoppas and Wigrg-inton.

William remitted all right to John and Anne and the heirs of Anne, for

which John and Anne gave him ,&6o.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Baptist Trott, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas Cokayne,
armiger, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 100 acres of wood in Mathfeild

and Snellesdale.

Thomas and Anne remitted all right to Baptist and his heirs, for which

Baptist gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Daniel Carye, gentleman, complainant, and John Best and Mary,
his wife, deforciants of i messuage, I barn, I garden, i orchard, 2 acres of

land, and 15 acres of pasture in Wolverhampton.

John and Mary remitted all right to Daniel and his heirs, for which
Daniel gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between William Garbett, complainant, and Roger Cartwright and Alice,
his wife, and Francis Cartwright, son and heir apparent of the said Roger,
deforciants of i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, 3 acres of land, and

3 acres of pasture in Netherpenne.
The deforciants remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which

William gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between William Gybson, complainant, and John Clowman and Mary,
his wife, deforciants of 20 acres of land, 10 acres of pasture, and 2 acres of
wood in Knutton.

John and Mary remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which
William gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Adderley and John Winckle, complainants, and Richard
Turnocke and Alice, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 12 acres

of land, 6 acres of meadow, 12 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all

kinds of cattle, and common of turbary in Heyton, and also all tithes in

Heyton.
Richard and Alice remitted all right to Ralph and John and the heirs of

Ralph, for which Ralph and John gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Ellen Bradshawe, widow, complainant, and Thomas Tayler and
Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i toft, i garden, i orchard, i acre
of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Burton-on-Trent.

Thomas and Anne remitted all right to Ellen and her heirs, for which
Ellen gave them ,60.



FINAL CONCORDS. TEMP. JAMES I. 2OI

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Matthew Cradocke, armiger, and Thomas Chetwynde, gentleman,
complainants, and John Iremonger, the elder, and Anne, his wife, and John
Iremonger, the younger, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage,
4 cottages, i barn, 4 gardens, 2 orchards, 70 acres of land, 12 acres of

meadow, and 60 acres of pasture in Penkriche, Wolg-arston, Pillinton, and
Otherton.

The deforciants remitted all right to Matthew and Thomas and the heirs
of Matthew, for which Matthew and Thomas gave them ,120.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between William Bowyer, knight, complainant, and John Offley, knight,
deforciant of 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture,
20 acres of wood, and 100 acres of furze and heath in Stonnylowe and
Madeley.

John remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which William gave
him ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Styche, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas Stokes,
gentleman, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i barn, i garden,
i orchard, 8 acres of land, 8 acres of meadow, and 25 acres of pasture in

Hunting-ton, Pillettnhall otherwise PiUitnoll, and Cancke otherwise Can-

nocke, and of common of pasture for all cattle in the forest of Cancke
otherwise Cannocke.

Thomas Stokes and Anne remitted all right to Thomas Styche and his

heirs, for which Thomas Styche gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Stubbes and Richard Podmore, complainants, and
William Eardley, gentleman, and John Eardley and Alice, his wife,
deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 20 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow,
30 acres of pasture, 2 acres of wood, and 12 acres of furze and heath in

Talke-super-Montem.
The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and Richard and the heirs

of Thomas, for which Thomas and Richard gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Baddeley, complainant, and Richard Hawkes, and
Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, half an acre
of land, 10 acres of furze and heath, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Newcastle-under-Lyme.
Richard and Anne remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which

Thomas gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Egerton, clerk, complainant, and Timothy Egerton,
gentleman, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of land, 6 acres of

meadow, 180 acres of pasture, and 40 acres of furze and heath in Leeke and
Lowe, and of all tithes, oblations, obventions, and emoluments issuing from
the said tenements.

Timothy and Anne remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which
Thomas gave them ,200.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between James Whitehall, gentleman, and William Horton, com-
plainants, and Thomas Ellens, the elder, and Mary, his wife, and Thomas
Ellens, the younger, deforciants of i cottage, 30 acres of land, 4 acres of
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meadow, and 20 acres of pasture in Greate One, Cowley, Coton, and
Plardwicke.

The deforciants remitted all right to James and William and the heirs of

James, for which James and William gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between William Corne, complainant, and Francis Benbo and Donsany
Sowthwell, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 barns, 2 gardens, 2 orchards,
10 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, 16 acres of pasture, and 2 acres of

moor in Betley.

Francis and Donsany remitted all right to William and his heirs, for

which William gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between John Chadwick, gentleman, one of the clerks of George
Evelyn, armiger, one of the Six Clerks of the Court of Chancery, com-

plainant, and John Langton, clerk, and Matilda, his wife, deforciants of a

yearly rent of 24^. gd., issuing from the manors of Maveson Ridware and
Pype Bidware.

John and Matilda remitted all right to John Chadwick and his heirs, for

which John Chadwick gave them ,24.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Coxe, John Wilcox, and Edmund Harrison, com-

plainants, and Thomas Jurden, deforciant of a moiety of I cottage, i stable,

3 barns, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 16 acres of land, 12 acres of meadow,
60 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Aldriche and Great Barre.

Thomas Jurden remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Thomas Coxe, for which the complainants gave him ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Humphrey Walter, complainant, and Thomas Webbe, and

Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 2 acres of pasture, and the moiety of

i messuage, I kitchen, i barn, and i stable in Tamworth.
Thomas and Elizabeth remitted all right to Humphrey and his heirs, for

which Humphrey gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Scott, clerk, and John Jorden, the younger, complainants,
and John Fowke, gentleman, and Margaret, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres

of moor in Aldriche.

John Fowke and Margaret remitted all right to John Scott and John
Jorden and the heirs of John Scott, and granted that they would warrant
the said tenements against the heirs of Roger Fowke, gentleman, deceased,
father of the said John, and against the heirs of Lucy Fowke, late the wife

of the said Roger, and against the heirs of Thomas Fowke, gentleman,
deceased, grandfather of the said John, and against Elizabeth Fowke, late

the wife of the said Thomas, and her heirs for ever, for which John Scott

and John Jorden gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Robert Bateman, complainant, and Henry Reede and Dorothy,
his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of pasture in Faulde and Hanburie.

Henry and Dorothy remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which
Robert gave them ^41.

On the Quindene of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between John Byrche, gentleman, and William Alporte, gentleman,
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complainants, and Thomas Crofton [or Croston], deforciant of 3 messuages,
3 barns, 3 gardens, 3 orchards, 14 acres of land, 22 acres of meadow,
1 8 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Norton otherwise Norton Caynes otherwise Norton subtus Cannocke, Little

Wyrley, Easing-ton and Bushburie.
Thomas remitted all right to John and William and the heirs of John,

for which John and William gave him ,100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Scott, clerk, William Scott, and Eleanor Pierson, widow,

complainants, and John Sedgwicke, and Anne, his wife, and Margery
Sedgwicke, widow, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 30 acres of land,

7 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 12 acres of moor, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Shenston and Netherstonnall.

The deforciants remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

John, and granted that they would warrant the said tenements against the

heirs of Rowland Sedgwicke, father of the said John, for ever, for which
the complainant gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Harryson and Thomas Harryson, complainants, and John
Fowke, gentleman, and Margaret, his wife, deforciants of 8 acres of

pasture, and 12 acres of moor in Aldriche.

John Fowke and Margaret remitted all right to John Harryson and
Thomas and the heirs of John Harryson, and granted that they would
warrant the said tenements against the heirs of Roger Fowke, gentleman,
deceased, father of the said John (&c. as before on last page), for which

John Harryson and Thomas gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Underbill, complainant, and Thomas Underbill, and John
Wood, and Mary, his wife, deforciants of i cottage, i barn, i garden,
I orchard, and 6 acres of pasture in Bushburie and Wobaston.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Underbill and his heirs, for

which John Underbill gave them 40.

On the Morrow of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between Richard Hopkins, complainant, and George Abbott and Sarah,
his wife, and Thomas Havvkes and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 4 cottages,
4 gardens, 3 acres of land, and 3 acres of pasture in Wednesburie.

The deforciants remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them 60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Browne, the elder, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas
Browne, gentleman, and Clara, his wife, deforciants of I messuage,
i garden, i orchard, 20 acres of land, 22 acres of meadow, 28 acres of

pasture, 5 acres of furze and heath, and common of pasture for all cattle in
Caresv.'all otherwise Caverswall.

Thomas and Clara remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which
Ralph gave them

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Ransdale and Nicholas Poyser, complainants, and John
Copestake and Henry Copestake and Joice, his wife, deforciants of 6 acres
of land, 2 acres of pasture, and the third part of i messuage in Caldon.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Ransdale and Nicholas
and the heirs of John Ransdale, for which John Ransdale and Nicholas
gave them ,60.
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On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

James
land,
cattle in Netherteyne and Checkley.

James and Anne remitted all right to John and Christopher and the heirs

of John, for which John and Christopher gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Wilson, complainant, and William Phillipps and Joan,
his wife, deforciants of 4 messuages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 10 acres of

land, and common of pasture for all cattle in Coton and Stafford.

William and Joan remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between William Brooke, gentleman, complainant, and Henry Agard,

knight, deforciants of the manor of Pype Ridware otherwise Little

Ridware, and of i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, 60 acres of land,
12 acres of meadow, 50 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 100 acres of

furze and heath, 14^. rent, and common of pasture for all cattle in Pype
Ridware, Maveson Ridware, Hansacre, Armitag-e, and Kingresbromley.

Henry remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which William

gave him ,140.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between James Sedgwicke and John Bradshawe, complainants, and John
Offley, knight, deforciant of i messuage, i cottage, 2 gardens, 2 orchards,

50 acres of land, 7 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 3 acres of moor,
and common of pasture for all cattle in Little Aston.

John Offley remitted all right to James and John Bradshawe and the

heirs of James, for which James and John Bradshawe gave him ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Robert Whitehall, complainant, and Sampson Parkes and

Margaret, his wife, and Simon Smythe, and Margery, his wife, deforciants

of all tithes, oblations, obventions, and emoluments issuing in respect of

I messuage, i cottage, 26 acres of land, 14 acres of meadow, and 60 acres of

pasture in Mixon and Bradnapp.
The deforciants remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which

Robert gave them 60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between William Bowyer, knight, and Ralph Adderley, gentleman,
complainants, and Ralph Sneyde, the elder, armiger, and Ralph Sneyde, the

younger, son and heir apparent of the said Ralph Sneyde, the elder,
deforciants of 60 messuages, 60 cottages, 120 barns, 120 gardens,
1 20 orchards, 1,000 acres of land, 300 acres of meadow, 1,000 acres of

pasture, 60 acres of wood, 1,000 acres of furze and heath, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Tunstall, Burslem, Sneyde, Chatterley, Wedgwood,
Olcott, Thursfeild, Stodmerslowe, Breryhurst, Bamscliffe, Bemersley, and
Chell.

The deforciants remitted all right to William and Ralph Adderley and
the heirs of William, for which William and Ralph Adderley gave them
.1,200.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Jollie, gentleman, complainant, and Robert Armelt
and Joan, his wife, and William Armett, deforciants of i messuage, i cottage,
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2 gardens, 120 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pasture,
4 acres of wood, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of

turbary in Thorneley Fyrth otherwi'se Leeke Fryth, and Leeke, and of all

tithes, oblations, obventions, and emoluments in the said tenements.
The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which

Thomas gave them ^360.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Heley and William Sherratt, complainants, and John
Bayntrie, Rowland Bayntrie and Anne, his wife, and John Hurdman,
deforciants of 2 messuages, 80 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 40 acres of

pasture, 30 acres of furze and heath, and 20 acres of moor in Spott,
Kebleston and Stone.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which
Thomas gave them ^120.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between Matthew Craddock, armiger, Sampson Boughey, gentleman,
and John Aston, gentleman, complainants, and Walter Aston, knight, and
baronet, Edward Aston, gentleman, and Thomas Aston, gentleman,
deforciants of i messuage, I barn, I garden, I orchard, 30 acres of land,
10 acres of meadow, 80 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 10 acres of furze

and heath, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of

turbary in Coton and Milwich.
The deforciants remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

John, for which the complainants gave them ^160.

On the Quindene of St. Martin. 17 James I.

Between Erasmus Heveningham, gentleman, and Richard Brereton,

armiger, complainants, and Walter Hevenyngham, knight, and Nicholas

Hevenyngham, armiger, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 200 acres of

land, 6 acres of meadow, and 400 acres of pasture in Aston and Stone.
The deforciants remitted all rights to Erasmus and Richard, and the

heirs of Erasmus, for which Erasmus and Richard gave them ,700.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between John Peshall, baronet, and George Walker, gentleman,
complainants, and Francis Trentham, knight, and Thomas Trentham,
knight, son and heir apparent of the said Francis, deforciants of the manor
of Bocester otherwise Boceter, and of 20 messuages, 30 cottages, 10 tofts,

30 barns, 3 watermills, i fulling mill, 3 dovecotes, 50 gardens, 50 orchards,

500 acres of land, 200 acres of meadow, 300 acres of pasture, 100 acres of

wood, 100 acres of furze and heath, 10 acres of moor, and view of frankpledge
in Bocester, otherwise Boceter, Combridge, Crakemersh, Denston, Alton,
Biddulphe, Childersley, "Whitgreave, Stafford, Leeke, Hilderston (and
Stone, and of a free fishery)* in the waters of Dove and Churnett.

Francis and Thomas remitted all right to John and George and the

heirs of John, for which John and George gave them .700.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Henshawe and John Henshawe, complainants, and

John Rothwell, gentleman, and Joan, his wife, James Fynney, John Hulme,
and Thomas Hulme, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 20 acres of land,
1 6 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all cattle,
and common of turbary in Leeke otherwise Lieke and Lowe.

The deforciants remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of
Thomas Henshawe, for which the complainants gave them 41.

* The words in parenthesis are taken from the Notes X)f Fines.
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On the Octaves of St. Michael. 17 James I.

Between Edward James, gentleman ;
one of the Cursitors of the Court of

Chancery, complainant, and Thomas Chycheley, the elder, and Ellen, his

wife, Thomas Chycheley, the younger, son and heir apparent of the said

Thomas, and Alice, his wife, and Walter Pettytt, gentleman, and Dorothy,
his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 cottages, i curtilage, 2 barns,
2 gardens, 2 orchards, 44 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 60 acres of

pasture, 16 acres of wood, js. rent, and common of pasture in Norton
Cavnes otherwise Norton Coynes otherwise Norton-on-Cauncke otherwise
Cannocke otherwise Kancke, and Little Wirley, and of a third part of the

manor of Norton Caynes otherwise Norton Coynes otherwise Norton-on-

Cauncke.
The deforciants remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which

Edward gave them ,120.

HILLARY, 17 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between William Wyllies and Walter Stephens, complainants, and
William Hobbyn, deforciant of 3 messuages, 3 gardens, 60 acres of land,
10 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and 10 acres of
moor in Great Barre and Purie Barre, otherwise Little Barre.

William Hobbyn remitted all right to William Wyllies and Walter and
the heirs of William Wyllies, for which William Wyllies and Walter gave
him ;i20.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between John Greene, complainant, and Gerard Whorwood, gentleman,
and Joice, his wife, deforciants of 9 acres of pasture in Bryerley and
Sedg-eley.

Gerard and Joan remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John
gave them [ ].

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between . John Janney and Humphrey Brough, complainants, and
George Morrice, deforciant of I toft, 16 acres of land, 8 acres of meadow,
1 6 acres of pasture, and 5 acres of wood in Whiston and King-sley.

George remitted all right to John and Humphrey and the heirs of John,
for which John and Humphrey gave him 41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Thomas James, clerk, and Edward James, son and heir

apparent of the said Thomas, complainants, and Humphrey Blakemore,
John Blakemore, son and heir apparent of the said Humphrey, and Giles

Yonge, armiger, deforciants of 30 acres of land in Brockhurste and
BlymhiU.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and Edward and the heirs
of Thomas, for which Thomas and Edward gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Hugh Wrottesley, knight, complainant, and Robert Pearson,
the younger, deforciant of I messuage, I barn, I garden, i orchard, 14 acres
of land, i acre of meadow, 4 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Womborne.
Robert remitted all right to Hugh and his heirs, for which Hugh gave

him ,41.
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On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between William Lovatt and Henry Salt, complainants, and John
Draycott, armiger, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, i cottage,

3 gardens, 3 orchards, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 50 acres of

pasture, 3 acres of wood, 40 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture
for all cattle, and common of turbary in Butterton.

John and Anne remitted all right to William and Henry and the heirs of

William, for which William and Henry gave them .120.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Matthias Ros, complainant, and Thomas Alcock, and Anne, his

wife, deforciants of half an acre of land and I acre of meadow in Draycott,

Coton, and Hanbury.
Thomas and Anne remitted all right to Matthias and his heirs, for which

Matthias gave them 40.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Michael Niccholls, complainant, and James Skrymsher,
gentleman, deforciant of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 50 acres of land,

50 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 20 acres of

furze and heath, and 10 acres of moor in Fenton Culver, otherwise Great
Fenton and Stoke-on-Trent.

James remitted all right to Michael and his heirs, for which Michael

gave him ,360.

On the Quindene of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Gilbert, Lord Gerard, complainant, and William, Earl of Bath,
deforciant of a third part of the ironstone mines and watercourses in

Tunstall.

The Earl remitted all right to Gilbert, Lord Gerard, and his heirs, for

which Gilbert gave him ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Ralph Ashenhurste, armiger, complainant, and Ralph Whiston,
deforciant of i messuage, 2 cottages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 30 acres of land,
20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood, common of

pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of turbary in Rowsthill, other-

wise Rohnstehill, Bradnapp, and Leeke.

Ralph Whiston remitted all right to Ralph Ashenhurste and his heirs, for

which Ralph Ashenhurste gave him ^100.

On the Quindene of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Robert Bullocke and William Grym, complainants, and John
Draycott, armiger, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 3 messuages, i cottage,

4 gardens, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture,
10' acres of wood, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of

turbary in Swaynesmore, Broncott, Bramcott, Leeke, "Warslowe, and
Alstonfeild.

John and Anne remitted all right to Robert and William and the heirs of

Robert, for which Robert and William gave them ,320.

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed Mary. 17 James I.

Between Timothy Wagstaffe, armiger, and Gervase Hall, gentleman,
complainants, and John Ofrley, knight, deforciant of 12 messuages,
12 gardens, 12 orchards, 400 acres of land, 100 acres of meadow, 300 acres

of pasture, 30 acres of wood, 200 acres of furze and heath, 200 acres of moor,
and los. rent in Over Elkeston, Nether Elkeston, Alstonfeild, Swingcow,
Blore, Okover, and Woodhowses.

P 2
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John remitted all right to Timothy and Gervase and the heirs of Timothy,
and granted that he would warrant the said tenements against the heirs of

Henry Offley, deceased, father of the said John, for which Timothy and
Gervase gave him ^500.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Edward Hardinge, clerk, complainant, and Robert, Earl of

Essex, deforciant of I messuage, I garden, I orchard, 80 acres of land,

26 acres of meadow, 90 acres of pasture, 40 acres of moor, 60 acres of

marsh, common of pasture, and common of turbary in Dreynton.
The earl granted the said tenements to Edward, to be held from the

feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary next to come for 36

years. Rendering $2s. yearly to the said earl and his heirs during the

said term, for which Edward gave him 160.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Christopher Willatt, complainant, and Robert, Earl of Essex,
deforciant of I messuage, I cottage, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 9 acres of

meadow, 113 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Frodswall.
The earl granted the said tenements to Christopher, to be held for 21

years next after the decease of Edward Devereux, knight and baronet,
and Katherine, his wife. Rendering 45.9. ^d. yearly to the said Earl and his

heirs all the said term, and paying to the said earl and his heirs $ after the

decease of every tenant of the said tenements in the name of two heriots, for

which Christopher gave him ,100.

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed Mary. 17 James I.

Between William Heigham, armiger, and Thomas Jefferay, armiger,
complainants, and Richard Moseley, armiger, deforciant of the manor of

Tunstall, and of 16 messuages, 8 cottages, 6 tofts, 3 barns, i watermill,
i dovecote, 15 gardens, 4 orchards, 60 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow,
260 acres of pasture, 16 acres of wood, 10 acres of furze and heath, 6 acres
of marsh, 2os. rent, and common of pasture for all cattle in Tunstall and
Wolverhampton, otherwise "Wemerhampton.

Richard remitted all right to William and Thomas and the heirs of

William, for which William and Thomas gave him ,360.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Thomas Broughton, armiger, and Thomas Allott, gentleman,
complainants, and Peter Leighe, knight, and Edward Collyer, gentleman,
deforciants of the manor of Yerlett otherwise Yerletclay, and of i messuage,
i cottage, 2 tofts, i mill, i dovecote, 2 gardens, 200 acres of land, 40 acres of

meadow, 1,000 acres of pasture, 30 acres of wood, 30 acres of furze and
heath, 20 acres of moor, 10 acres of rushes, 20 acres of marsh, and 233. lod.

rent in Yerlett otherwise Yerletclay, Aston, Enston otherwise Enson and
Sandon.

Peter and Edward remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs
of Thomas Broughton, for which the complainants gave them ^720.

On the morrow of the Purification of the Blessed Mary. 17 James I.

Between William Aston, armiger, and Edward Sherratt, complainants, and
Thomas Trenchard, knight, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres
of wood, 100 acres of furze and heath, 40 acres of moor, and 6 2s. b\d. rent
in Leigh otherwise Ley, Dadsley otherwise Eodsley, Withington, Nobald,
Foale otherwise Fole, Checkeley Bancke, Middleton Greene and Feild, and
of the advowson of the church of Leighe otherwise Ley, and of a third part
of 5 cottages and 5 gardens in Leigrhe otherwise Ley, Dadsley otherwise
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Dodsley, Withington, Nobald, Foale otherwise Fole, Checkeley Bancke,
Middleton Greene and Feild.

Thomas and Elizabeth remitted all right to William and Edward and the

heirs of William, for which William and" Edward gave them 160.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 17 James I.

Between Humphrey Cowdale, complainant, and Robert, Earl of Essex,
deforciant of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 12 acres of land, 14 acres of

meadow, 46 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Grayton.

The earl granted the said tenements to Humphrey, to be held

for 99 years next after the decease of Edward Devereux, knight and baronet,
and Katherine his wife, if the said Humphrey and Mary, his wife, and Mary
Cowdale, daughter of the said Humphrey and Mary, or any of them shall

so long live, rendering $s. id. yearly to the said earl and his heirs, and

paying his best beast to the said earl and his heirs after the decease of

every tenant of the said tenements in the name of a heriot, for which

Humphrey gave him ^60.

EASTER, 18 JAMES I.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Hugh Collett, complainant, and Thomas Atkins and Dorothy,
his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of land, 8 acres of pasture, and 6 acres of

wood in Norton otherwise Norton Caynes otherwise Norton-under-
Cannocke.

Thomas and Dorothy remitted all right to Hugh and his heirs, for which

Hugh gave them 41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Anthony Stanford, gentleman, complainant, and William
Crosse and Agnes, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i barn, 2 gardens,
i orchard, 50 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, 12 acres

of wood, i acre of land covered with water, and i6d. rent in Great Barre

and Wednesburie.
William and Agnes remitted all right to Anthony and his heirs, for which

Anthony gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between John Bagnall, complainant, and Ralph Bagnall, and Mary,
his wife, deforciants of 2 messuage, 2 tofts, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 6 acres of

land, 3 acres of meadow, 5 acres of pasture and 10 acres of furze and heath
in Knutton and Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Ralph and Mary remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Edward Menlove, complainant, and Thomas Gretton, and

Margaret, his wife, and John Averrell and Joan his wife, deforciants of

i messuage, i curtilage, i garden, i orchard, 2 acres of land, 6 acres of

meadow, 8 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Admaston and Blythefeild.
The deforciants remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which

Edward gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between John Foley, complainant, and Thomas Russell and Margaret,
his wife, deforciants of 16 acres of meadow in Rowley Regis.
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Thomas and Margaret remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ,41.

At one month from Easter Day. 18 James I.

Between Michael Garneley, armiger, complainant, and Henry Graye,

knight, Lord Ruthen, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 1 5 messuages,

6 cottages, 20 gardens, 20 orchards, 300 acres of land, 200 acres of meadow,

300 acres of pasture, 200 acres of wood, 100 acres of furze and heath, 100

acres of moor, and common of pasture for all cattle in Cheduil.

Henry, Lord Ruthen and Elizabeth remitted all right to Michael and

his heirs, for which Michael gave them ,1,300.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between James Sherratt, complainant, and Richard Wollaston and

Margaret, his wife, deforciants of 9 acres of pasture in Heatley and Bagotts

Bromley.
Richard and Margaret remitted all right to James and his heirs, for

which James gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Henry Parkes and Henry Wescote, complainants, and Thomas

Parkes, deforciant of I cottage, I barn, I garden, 2 acres of land, 2 acres of

meadow, and 2 acres of pasture in Rowley Somery.
Thomas remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of Henry

Parkes, for which the complainants gave them ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Edward Gonston and Robert Mansell, complainants, and
William Mathewes and Alice, his wife, deforciants of a messuage in

"Wolverhamp ton.

William and Alice remitted all right to Edward and Robert and the heirs

of Edward, for which Edward and Robert gave them ^40.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Roger Harvey, gentleman, complainant, and Richard Dyott,

armiger, and Dorothy, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, 2 barns, I garden,
i orchard, I acre of land, and I acre of pasture in Whitting-ton.

Richard and Dorothy remitted all right to Roger and his heirs, for which

Roger gave them ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Richard Dovey and John Dovey, complainants, and John Coxe
and {Catherine, his wife, and Francis Coxe, son and heir apparent of the

said John, and Joice, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, I garden, i orchard,
60 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood,
and 10 acres of furze and heath, in Lutley, Morffe, and Enveld.

The deforciants remitted all rights to Richard Dovey and John Dovey
and the heirs of Richard, and granted that they would warrant the said

tenements against the heirs of Francis Coxe, deceased, father of the said

John, for ever, for which Richard and John Dovey gave them 240.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Astberrie, complainant, and Walter Hevenyngham,
knight, and Nicholas Hevenyngham, armiger, deforciant, of i messuage,
i garden, i orchard, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, and 40 acres of

pasture in Stoke and Aston.
Walter and Nicholas remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for

which Thomas gave them .120.
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On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between George Wright, knight, complainant, and Humphrey May,
knight, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and Judith, his wife,
deforciants of the rectory of Stone, and of all tithes in Stone, Walton,
Stoke, Darleston, Aston, Meyford, Oldeton, Cott Walton, Woodhouses,
Modershall, Kuerhall, Spott, Fullford, Beech, Stalling-ton, and Normecott.

Humphrey and Judith remitted all right to George and his heirs, for

which George gave them ,200.

At three weeks from Easter Day. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Moreton, gentleman, complainant, and Humphrey
Brigges, armiger, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 4 messuages, 4 gardens,
4 orchards, 300 acres of land, 80 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pasture, and
common of pasture for all cattle in Little Chatwall, Burlaughton, Heathill,
Hilton, and Sheriffe Hales.

Humphrey and Anne remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for

which Thomas gave them ,240.

On the Morrow of the Ascension of the Lord. 18 James I.

Between Richard Almond, gentleman, complainant, and Alexander

Buckley, gentleman, deforciant of I messuage, I cottage, 2 gardens, 2

orchards, 2 acres of meadow, 8 acres of pasture, and common of pasture in

Burton-on-Trent.
Alexander remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which Richard

gave him 41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Cooke, complainant, and Thomas Robotham and
Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 7 acres of pasture in Marchington and
Hanbury.

Thomas and Elizabeth remitted all right to Thomas Cooke and his

heirs, for which Thomas Cooke gave them ^41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Smyth, complainant, and Thomas Thornburie,
gentleman, and Elizabeth, his wife, and William Thornburie, deforciants of
i messuage, I cottage, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 10 acres of land, 4 acres of

meadow, 20 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all cattle, and common
of turbary in Chedull.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas Smyth and his heirs, for

which Thomas Smyth gave them 60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Bentley and Ralph Bentley, complainants, and John
Ransdale, deforciant of i messuage, i cottage, 2 gardens, 2 orchards,
50 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood,
60 acres of furze and heath, 20 acres of moor, common of pasture, and
common of turbary in Whiston, Ford, and King-esley.

John remitted all right to Thomas and Ralph and the heirs of Thomas,
for which Thomas and Ralph gave him ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Edward Littleton, knight, complainant, and Richard Preston
and William Preston, deforciants of i messuage, 3 tofts, i cottage,
100 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 200 acres of pasture, and 20 acres of
furze and heath in Preston, Penkrich, and Whiston.

Richard and William remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for

which Edward gave them ,400.
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On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between John Pepwall, complainant, and William Bissell and Eleanor,
his wife, deforciants of I barn and 4 acres of meadow in Westbromwich.

William and Eleanor remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between William Feme, gentleman, complainant, and John Rawlins

and Dorothy, his wife, deforciants of 2 acres of land and i acre of meadow
in Teyne and Checkley.

John and Dorothy remitted all rights to William and his heirs, for which

WilJiam gave them 41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Edward Lloyd, gentleman, and Thomas Thurstans, gentleman,

complainants, and John Chetwind, armiger, deforciant of i messuage,
1 garden, i orchard, 100 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 40 acres of

pasture, 6 acres of wood, 30 acres of furze and heath and 6s. %d. rent in

Rudgre.

John remitted all right to Edward and Thomas and the heirs of Edward,
for which Edward and Thomas gave him ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between John Draycott, armiger, complainant, and Francis Stoddert
and Alice, his wife, deforciants of a yearly rent of 10 issuing from the

manors of Draycott and Paynsley.
Francis and Alice remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^200.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Henry Beresford, gentleman, and Lawrence Johnson, com-

plainants, and James Stoddert, and Francis Stoddert and Dorothy, his

wife, deforciants of i messuage, i cottage, 17 acres of land, 12 acres of

meadow, 35 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, 20 acres of furze and heath,
common of pasture for all cattle, and common of turbary in Rushton

Spencer, and of a fifth part of the manor of Rushton Spencer, and of a fifth

part of the view of frankpledge in Rushton Spencer.
The deforciants remitted all right to Henry and Lawrence and the heirs

of Henry, for which Henry and Lawrence gave them ,180.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between John Wedgwood, armiger, complainant, and Richard Hardinge
and Anne, his wife, and Robert Hardinge, deforciants of 2 messuages,
2 gardens, 20 acres of land, 19 acres ot meadow, 20 acres of pasture, pasture
for 3 cows, common of pasture for all cattle, common of turbary, and the first

crop of 4 acres of meadow in Milnestreete and Leeke, and of the tithes of

hay yearly in respect of the said 4 acres of meadow.
The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John

gave them ,100.

On the Morrow of the Ascension of the Lord. 18 James I.

Between Joseph Walter, the elder, clerk, complainant, and Robert
Dorrington, deforciant of 4 messuages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 2 acres of

pasture, and common of pasture in Stafford and Stafford Foryate.
Robert remitted all right to Joseph and his heirs, for which Joseph gave

him ,100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between William Watson and John Wood, complainants, and John
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Beeche, deforciant of i cottage, 6 acres of land, 8 acres of meadow, 20 acres

of pasture, i acre of wood, and of a way (chimind) in Bucknall and Stoke-

on-Trent.

John Beeche remitted all right to William and John Wood and the heirs

of William, for which William and John Wood gave him ^60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Homersley, the younger, gentleman, complainant, and
Thomas Homersley, the elder, gentleman, and William Homersley,
gentleman, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden,
i orchard, 16 acres of land, 16 acres of meadow, 16 acres of pasture, 8 acres

of wood, 4 acres of moor, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and
common of turbary in Basford otherwise Berisford and Chedulton.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas Homersley, the younger,
and his heirs, for which Thomas Homersley, the younger, gave them ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Huntbache, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas
Lane, armiger, and Anne, his wife, and Jane Lane, widow, deforciants of

10 acres of land, 12 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, and 2 acres of

moor in Fetherston.
The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas Huntbache and his heirs,

for which Thomas Huntbache gave them ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Norman Lee, gentleman, and John Spittall, complainants, and
Oliver Whorwood, gentleman, and Thomas Whorwood, son and heir

apparent of the said Oliver, deforciant of 10 acres of meadow, i acre of

pasture, and half an acre of land covered with water in Lutley and Enveild.

Thomas remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of Norman,
for which the complainants gave him ^60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Edward Gravenor, gentleman, and William Toye, complainants,
and Richard Wyndle and Thomas Wyndle, son and heir apparent of the

said Richard, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 40 acres of

land, 3 acres of meadow, and 6 acres of pasture in Morffe and Enveld.

Richard and Thomas remitted all right to Edward and William and the

heirs of Edward, for which Edward and William gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Brereton, knight, Thomas Pershall, armiger, Thomas
Leigh, armiger, William Brereton, armiger, and Robert Drokenfeilde,

gentleman, complainants, and Richard Egerton, knight, deforciant of the

manors of Dulverne otherwise Dilhorne and Beffcotte, and of 16 messuages,
8 cottages, 8 tofts, i mill, 2 gardens, 800 acres of land, 100 acres of meadow,
600 acres of pasture, 80 acres of wood, 400 acres of furze and heath,
200 acres of moor, 100 acres of turbary, and 30^. rent in Dulverne otherwise

Dilhorne, Beffcotte, Fossebrooke, Fulforde, Chedull, Audeley, Big-gerhall,

Hill, Talke and Cowley.
Richard remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of Thomas

Brereton, for which the complainants gave him ,1,000.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between William Wedgwood, gentleman, and George Boulton, com-

plainants, and Ralph Browne, the elder, Ralph Browne, the younger, and

Joice, his wife, and Thomas Yonge, gentleman, and Dorothy, his wife,

deforciants of 6 acres of land and 16 acres of pasture in Fosbrucke and
Dilvorne otherwise Dillorne.
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The deforciants remitted all right to William and George and the heirs of.

William, for which William and George gave them 60.

On the Morrow of the Ascension of the Lord. 18 James I.

Between Richard Wood, complainant, and John Bold, the elder, and

John Bold, the younger, deforciants of I messuage, 3 cottages, I dovecote,

4 gardens, 50 acres of land, 1 5 acres of meadow, 70 acres of pasture, I acre

of wood, 20 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture for all cattle, and

common of turbary in Normycott, Meere, Caverswall otherwise Careswall

and Stone.

John and John remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, and granted
that they would warrant the said tenements against the heirs of Thomas

Bold, deceased, father of the said John, and against the heirs of Ralph Bold,

deceased, grandfather of the said John, for ever, for which Richard gave
them 160.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between William Fynney, the younger, and Thomas Greene, the

younger, complainants, and Matthew Lownes, deforciant of 2 messuages,
10 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 50 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood,
20 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture for all cattle, and common
of turbary in Leeke and Leekefrithe, and of all manner of tithes,

oblations, obventions, and emoluments in the said tenements, and of the

fourth part of a water-mill in Leeke and Leekefrithe, and of all tithes

issuing in respect of the said fourth part.
Matthew remitted all right to William and Thomas and the heirs of

William, for which William and Thomas gave him ,240.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I.

Between Francis Mosley, gentleman, and Richard Mosley, gentleman,

complainants, and John Gregg, gentleman, and Dorothy, his wife, defor-

ciants of i messuage, i garden, I orchard, 60 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 50 acres of wood, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Kingston, otherwise Kinston, and of the tithes of sheaves of

grain, etc., in the said tenements, and also of 2s. 6d rent in Uttoxeter.

John and Dorothy remitted all right to Francis and Richard and the

heirs of Francis, for which Francis and Richard gave them ^320.

At five weeks from Easter Day. 18 James I.

Between John Fowke, armiger, and Walter Fowlar, gentleman, com-

plainant, and Francis Congreve, armiger, and Dorothy, his wife, and
Elizabeth Congreve, widow, deforciants of the manors of Stretton, Congreve
and Little Saredon, and of 13 messuages, 8 cottages, 4 water-mills, 2 dove-

cotes, 16 gardens, 16 orchards, 500 acres of land, TOO acres of meadow,
300 acres of pasture, 100 acres of wood, 200 acres of furze and heath, and
1 8^. rent in Stretton, Congreve, Fenckriche, Lapley, Whiston, "Water Eyton,
Little Saredon, Shareshull, Great Saredon, Hatherton, Otherton and
Great Wyrley, and of a free fishery in the water of Pencke.

The deforciants remitted all right to John and Walter and the heirs of

John, for which John and Walter gave them ,1,200.

On the Quindene of Easter. 18 James I,

Between Alexander Wightwicke, gentleman, and Thomas Bradeley,
complainants, and Thomas Tomyns and Elizabeth, his wife, and John
Tomyns, deforciant of 2 messuages, 2 cottages, 150 acres of land, 20 acres of

meadow, 120 acres of pasture, 10 acres of furze and heath, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Morffe, Enveild, Lutley and Bobington.
The deforciants remitted all right to Alexander and Thomas Bradeley

and the heirs of Alexander, for which Alexander and Thomas Bradeley gave
them ^360.



FINAL CONCORDS. TEMP. JAMES I. 215

At one month from Easter Day. 18 James I.

Between Richard Brent, armiger, and Thomas Tomkys, gentleman,

complainants, and John Fowke, gentleman, deforciant of a moiety of the

manor of Aston in Coldfield otherwise Little Aston, and of 4 messuages,

3 cottages, 2 watermills, 3 barns, 10 gardens, 20 orchards, 600 acres of land,
200 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 200 acres of wood, 200 acres of

furze and heath, 20^. rent, and of common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Aston, Little Aldridge otherwise Alderiche, Great Barre, and Sutton

Colddeld otherwise King-es Satton otherwise Great Sutton.

John remitted all right to Richard and Thomas and the heirs of Richard,
for which Richard and Thomas gave him ^480.

TRINITV, 18 JAMES I.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Richard Wood, complainant, and Thomas Jackson and Ellen,

his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, i orchard, 2 acres of meadow,
and i acre of pasture in Audeley.

Thomas and Ellen remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which

Richard gave them ^60.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Robert Burslem, complainant, and Thomas Burslem and
William Colclough, gentleman, and Katherine, his wife, deforciants of

i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, 30 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all

kinds of cattle in Olcott, Tunstall and Wolstanton.
The deforciants remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which

Robert gave them ^100.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between William Colecloughe, gentleman, complainant, and Robert

Burslem, John Burslem, William Burslem, Thomas Burslem, Thomas
Telwright, and Joice Burslem, widow, deforciants of 2 messuages, 3 cottages,
100 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 60 acres of pasture, 40 acres of furze

and heath, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Tunstall,

Burslem, and Snead.

The deforciants remitted all right to William Colecloughe and his heirs,

for which William Colecloughe gave them ,260.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Walter Bagott, armiger, complainant, and Robert Taylor and

Isabella, his wife, deforciants of 4 messuages, 3 acres of pasture, i acre of

wood, and common of pasture for all cattle in Bromley Pag-ettes.

Robert and Isabella remitted all right to Walter and his heirs, for which

Walter gave them ^100.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Ralph Palyn and Mary, his wife, complainants, and Robert

Palyn and William Palyn and Mary, his wife, deforciants of i messuage,
i garde.i, 100 acres of land, 14 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture,

5 acres of wood, and IQS. rent in Trenthatn, Butterton, Shelton, and
Whitmore.

The deforciants remitted all right to Ralph and Mary, his wife, and the

heirs of Ralph, for which Ralph and Mary gave them ,280.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between William Drakesford, the elder, gentleman, and Edward
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Drakesford, gentleman, complainants, and Richard Drakesford, gentleman,

deforciant of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 10 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow,

40 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 100 acres of furze and heath, 40 acres

of moor, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of turbary

in Stodmerlowe, Thursfeilde, and Tunstall.

Richard remitted all right to William and Edward and the heirs of

William, for which William and Edward gave him

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Edmund Windesor, armiger, complainant, and Alfred Kellett,

gentleman, and Agnes, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden,
i orchard, 60 acres of land, 12 acres of meadow, 80 acres of pasture, and
10 acres of wood in Knig-htley.

Alfred and Agnes remitted all right to Edmund and his heirs, for which

Edmund gave them ,200.

On the Octaves of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Walter Smythe, complainant, and Thomas Gamull, gentleman,
deforciant of 17 acres of meadow in Sandon.

Thomas remitted all right to Walter and his heirs, for which Walter gave
him ;6o.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Francis Bowyer and John Mills, complainants, and Thomas
Burslem, and William Colecloughe, and Katherine, his wife, deforciants of

3 messuages, 3 gardens, 3 orchards, 30 acres of land, TO acres of meadow,
and 40 acres of furze and heath in Burslem.

The deforciants remitted all right to Francis and John and the heirs of

Francis, for which Francis and John gave them ^120.

At three weeks from the Day of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between John Hall, complainant, and John Groves, deforciant of i mes-

suage, 20 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, and common
of pasture for all cattle in Walsall and Great Bloxwich.

John Groves remitted all right to John Hall and his heirs, for which John
Hall gave him 100.

At three weeks from the Day of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Stokes, gentleman, complainant, and John Brinsford,
deforciant of 10 acres of meadow, i acre of wood, and i acre of land covered
with water in Brinsford and Coven.

John remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which Thomas gave
him ;8o.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Richard Mawe, complainant, and Edward Hallam and Agnes,
his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 20 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, and
20 acres of pasture in Calowhill and Kynston.

Whereas the said Edward and Agnes hold the said tenements for the

term of life of the said Agnes, the said Edward and Agnes granted the said

tenements, and whatsoever they had therein for the term of the life of the

said Agnes, to the said Richard, to be held by the said Richard all the life

of the said Agnes, for which Richard gave them

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Joan Jordayne, widow, Richard Harryson, and William Hill,

complainants, and Edward Bridgwood and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of
6 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, and 6 acres of pasture in Pelsall.

Edward and Elizabeth remitted all right to the complainants and the
heirs of Joan, for which the complainants gave them ,41.
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At three weeks from the Day of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Roger Whittakers, complainant, and Edmund Cockes, armiger,
Thomas Hunt, gentleman, and Katherine, his wife, and Simon Fernihaughe
and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 40 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow,
20 acres of pasture, and 20 acres of furze and heath in Hanford, and of a

moiety of I messuage, I garden, and I orchard in Hanford.
The deforciants remitted all right to Roger and his heirs, for which

Roger gave them 160.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between John Leighe, gentleman, complainant, and Elizabeth Lee,
widow, Norman Lee, gentleman, and Elizabeth, his wife, and Thomas Lee,
gentleman, deforciants of i messuage, i barn, I garden, i orchard, 17 acres
of land, 6 acres of meadow, 27 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Enfeild, Kynfare, and Morffe.

The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John
gave them ,80.

On the Octaves of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Edward Lyddyatt, complainant, and Gilbert Littleton, armiger,
and Etheldreda, his wife, Brian Cave, knight, John St. John, and John
Braidon, deforciants of i messuage, i water-mill, i garden, 2 orchards,
30 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Kingswinford, Hymley and Swindon.
The deforciants remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which

Edward gave them 160.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between John Hickes and Robert Gill, complainants, and Peter

Macklesfeild, armiger, Thomas Stiche, gentleman, and John Middlemore,
gentleman, deforciants of 5 messuages, 5 cottages, 5 gardens, 5 orchards,

300 acres of land, 50 acres of meadow, 140 acres of pasture, 40 acres of

wood, and 150 acres of furze and heath in Garsall otherwise G-arringsall,

Milwiche, Barton otherwise Bretherton, Bradley and Audeley.
The deforciants remitted all right to John Hickes and Robert, and the

heirs of John Hickes, for which John Hickes and Robert gave them ,320.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between William Gibbons and Henry Osborne, complainants, and
Elizabeth Orpwood, widow, Margery Kynnersley, widow, and John
Kynnersley, armiger, son of the said Margery, and Katherine, his wife,
deforciants of 2 acres of meadow, and 12 acres of pasture in Honesworth.

The deforciants remitted all right to William and Henry, and the

heirs of William, for which William and Henry gave them ,60.

At three weeks from the Day of Holy Trinity. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Robotham, complainant, and Thomas Harvie and

Frances, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 20 acres of land, 6 acres

of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Marchinton and Hanbury.
Thomas Harvie and Frances granted the said tenements to Thomas

Robotham
;

to be held from the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel
last part for 19 years. Rendering ^20 yearly to the said Thomas Harvie
and Frances, and the heirs of Thomas, for which Thomas Robotham gave
them ,60.
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MICHAELMAS, 18 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Murhall, complainant, and Christopher Bradshawe and

Mary, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of land and 6 acres of pasture in

Bagnald and Stoke-on-Trent.

Christopher and Mary granted the said tenements to the said John ;

to be held by the said John from the feast of the Annunciation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, A.D. 1619, for 21 years. Rendering one grain of

pepper to the said Christopher and his heirs yearly, at the Feast of the

Nativity of St. John the Baptist, for which John gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Edward Milward and Henry Lea, complainants, and John
Smyth, deforciant of I messuage, I garden, 2 orchards, 80 acres of land,

6 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and 20 acres of furze and heath

in Tresle and Seisdon.

John remitted all right to Edward and Henry, and the heirs of Edward,
for which Edward and Henry gave him 120.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Gerard Whorwood, armiger, complainant, and Anthony
Brettell and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden,
i orchard, 36 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, and 30 acres of pasture
in Compton and Kynvar.

Anthony and Elizabeth remitted all right to Gerard and his heirs, for

which Gerard gave them 100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Nabbes, gentleman, and Hugh Brodhurste, com-

plainants, and Roger Nabb (sic], deforciant of i messuage, I garden,
i orchard, 30 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, 2 acres of

wood, common of pasture for all cattle, and common of turbary in Bradnapp
and Leeke, and of all tithes in the said tenements.

Roger remitted all right to Thomas and Hugh and the heirs of

Thomas, for which Thomas and Hugh gave him ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Anthony Brettell, complainant, and Gerard Whorwood, armiger,
and Anne, his wife, and John Whorwood, armiger, and Abigael, his wife,
deforciants of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 40 acres of land, 4 acres
of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Whitnells end and Areley.
The deforciants remitted all right to Anthony and his heirs, for which

Anthony gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Edward Hill, the younger, complainant, and Thomas Arblaster,
gentleman, and Anne, his wife, and Edward Arblaster, gentleman, son and
heir apparent of the said Thomas, deforciants of 6 acres of meadow, and
12 acres of pasture in Longrdon.

The deforciants remitted all right to Edward Hill and his heirs, for
which Edward Hill gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between William Vernon, complainant, and Thomas Jackson, and Ellen
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his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 5 acres of land, and 5 acres of

meadow in Audeley.
Thomas and Ellen remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which

William gave them ^,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between William Swynnerton and Thomas Swynnerton, complainants,
and George Beardmore, gentleman, and Isabella, his wife, deforciants of

24 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow, 24 acres of pasture, and 4 acres of

wood in Acton, Swynnerton, and Whitmore.

George and Isabella remitted all right to William and Thomas and the

heirs of William, for which William and Thomas gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Toothe, the elder, complainant, and Richard Moore, and

Ellen, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard,
6 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and common of

pasture for all cattle in TTttoxator and TJttoxator Woodlande.
Richard and Ellen remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Ralph Sleighe, complainant, and John Machin and Margaret,
his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 4 cottages, 5 gardens, 5 orchards,

40 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood,
1 20 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture for all and all kinds of

cattle, and common of turbary in Buckenall and Eaves.

John and Margaret remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ,120.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 18 James I.

Between John Bishopp, complainant, and Charles Egerton, the younger,
knight, deforciant of i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, and 6 acres of

land in Newborough.
Charles remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John gave him

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Jorden and Humphrey Jorden, complainants, and
Richard Croswaye, deforciant of i sheepfold (ovile\ 30 acres of land, i acre
of meadow, 14 acres of pasture, and i rood of land covered with water in

Morffe, Lutley, and Enveld.
Richard remitted all right to Thomas and Humphrey and the heirs of

Humphrey, for which Thomas and Humphrey gave him ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Thornbury, gentleman, Leonard Hatfeild, gentleman,
and William Thornbury, gentleman, complainants, and Thomas Hatfeild,

gentleman, deforciant of 2 messuages, 2 cottages, 6 barns, 2 gardens,
2 orchards, 100 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture,
8 acres of wood, and 100 acres of furze and heath in King-sley and
Chedull.

Thomas Hatfeild remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of
Thomas Thornbury, for which the complainants gave him ,280.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Richard Enesworth, complainant, and Richard Wilkes and
Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 4 acres of meadow in Bushbury.

Richard Wilkes remitted all right to Richard Enesworth and his heirs,
for which Richard Enesworth gave him ,40.
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On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Higginbothome, complainant, and George Thorley,

gentleman, Francis Thorley, and William Thorley, deforciants of i messuage,
i garden, I orchard, 16 acres of land, 12 acres of meadow, 8 acres of pasture,

8 acres of wood, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of

turbary in Heyton.
The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John

gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Henry Freethe, John Wright, and Rowland Dickyn, com-

plainants, and Henry Heeley, the elder, and Jane, his wife, deforciants of

i cottage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, 6 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow,
and 8 acres of pasture in Pirrie Barre otherwise Little Barre.

Henry Heeley and Jane remitted all right to the complainants and the

heirs of Henry Freethe, for which the complainants gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Francis Swinshead, clerk, complainant, and George Whithurste
and Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard,
6 acres of land, 6 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Teyne, Overteyne, Netherteyne, and Checkley ;
and also of common of

turbary in Overteyne, Netherteyne, and Checkley.

George and Anne remitted all right to Francis and his heirs, for which
Francis gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Richard Pyott, armiger, complainant, and Samuel Whitmore
and Dorothy, his wife, deforciants of 7 acres of meadow, 6 acres of pasture,
and I acre of wood in Streethay.

Samuel and Dorothy remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Woodhouse, complainant, and John Smyth and Agnes, his

wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, and 20 acres of land in "Wimborne
and Orton, otherwise Overton.

John Smyth and Agnes remitted all right to John Woodhouse and his

heirs, for which John Woodhouse gave them ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.
'

Between Richard Malkyn, complainant, and John Wedgwood, armiger,
and Margaret, his wife, deforciants of 4 acres of meadow in Leeke,
Longesdon, and Leekefrithe, and of all tithes issuing in respect of the said

4 acres.

John and Margaret remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Machin and John Devell, complainants, and Robert
Clulowe, deforciant of i messuage, i cottage, i garden, i orchard, 6 acres
of land, 2 acres of meadow, 8 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all

cattle, and common of turbary in Middle Hulme and Leekefrithe.
Robert remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of John

Machin, for which the complainants gave him ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between William Egginton, complainant, and Thomas Kenricke and
Ellen, his wife, deforciants of 26 acres of pasture in Brinsford,
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Thomas and Ellen remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which
William gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between William Baylie and Nicholas Pirry, complainants, and Roger
Fowke, armiger, and Mary, his wife, deforciant of 48 acres of land, half an
acre of meadow; and 10 acres of pasture in DorJaston.

Roger and Mary remitted all right to William and Nicholas and the

heirs of William, for which William and Nicholas gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Stephen Hill, gentleman, complainant, and Richard Calleng-
wood and Anne, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, i garden, i orchard,
6 acres of land, i acre of meadow, 14 acres of pasture, and common of

pasture for all kinds of cattle in Wigglnton.
Richard and Anne remitted all right to Stephen and his heirs, and

granted that they would warrant the said tenements against Nicholas Breton,

armiger, and his heirs, for ever, for which Stephen gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Roger Wood, complainant, and Edward Goodwyne and Anne,
his wife, deforciants of 12 acres of pasture, 8 acres of wood, and common
of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Caverswall otherwise Carsewall.

Edward and Anne remitted all right to Roger and his heirs, and granted
that they would warrant the said tenements against the heirs of Richard

Goodwyn, deceased, father of the said Edward, for which Roger gave them

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Harrison, complainant, and George Whitehall, gentleman,
and Francis Whitehall, gentleman, and Eleanor, his wife, deforciants of

4 cottages, 3 barns, 5 gardens, 4 orchards, 16 acres of land, 3 acres of

meadow, and 12 acres of pasture in Great Bloxwiche.
The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John

gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Matthew Lownes, the younger, complainant, and Matthew
Lownes, the elder, deforciant of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 140 acres

of land, 50 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 40 acres of wood, common
of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of turbary in Leekefrith and

Leeke, and of all tithes, oblations, obventions, and emoluments in Leekefrith

and Leeke.
Matthew Lownes, the elder, remitted all right to Matthew Lownes, the

younger, and his heirs, for which Matthew Lownes, the younger, gave him

5oo.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Dorothy Tomkys, widow, complainant, and Edward Bridgwood
and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 10 acres of land, 35 acres of pasture,
and 10 acres of wood in Pelsall.

Edward and Elizabeth remitted all right to Dorothy and her heirs, for

which Dorothy gave them ,100.

At one month from the day of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Hynde, John Wayne, and William Androwes otherwise

Fourde, complainants, and William Hynde, gentleman, and Mary, his wife,
and Matthew Hynde, son and heir apparent of the said William, and Mary,
deforciants of 3 cottages, 3 gardens, 3 orchards, 10 acres of pasture, and
common of pasture for all cattle in Chorley and Brand-wood.

Q
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The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and William Hynde
and the heirs of Thomas, for which Thomas and William Hynde gave them

60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Thorneburie, complainant, and Ralph Pyott and Margery,

his wife, William Pyott and Elizabeth, his wife, and Sebastian Nedham,
deforciants of 4 acres of pasture in Kingsley.

The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John

gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Richard Carter, complainant, and Thomas Alcott and Anne,
his wife, deforciants of 3 acres and I rood of meadow in Barton under

Needwood.
Thomas and Anne granted the said meadow to Richard to be held by

the said Richard from Michaelmas last past for 21 years. Rendering
6d. therefor yearly to the said Thomas and Anne and the heirs of Anne, for

which Richard gave them 40.

On the Octaves of St. Martin. 18 James I.

Between Robert Bateman, complainant, and Richard Bull and Grace,
his wife, John Hulme and Mary, his wife, and Rowland Doyntrey and Anne,
his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I barn, I garden, I orchard, 60 acres of

land, 20 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all

cattle in Tutburie Woodhouse otherwise Tutburie Woodhowses and
Fawde.

The deforciants remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which

Robert gave them ,40.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Ralph Flyer, armiger, complainant, and Edward Foxe and

Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, I orchard, 50 acres

of land, 10 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture, 4^. rent and common of

pasture for all cattle in Hynce.
Edward and Elizabeth remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ,120.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Dickyns, the younger, gentleman, and Jane his wife,

complainants, and John Whitbrooke and Thomasine, his wife, deforciants of

I messuage, 2 gardens, i orchard, 40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow,
30 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Morffe and
Envild.

John Whitbrooke and Thomasine remitted all right to John Dickyns, and

Jane and the heirs of John Dickyns, for which John Dickyns and Jane gave
them ^loo.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Rollins, gentleman, complainant, and John Weston,
Doctor of Laws, and Anne his wife, deforciants of the advowson of the church
of Checkley.

John Weston and Anne remitted all right to John Hollins and his heirs,
for which John Hollins gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 15 James I.

Between Michael Bagaley, complainant, and Nicholas Brownlowe and
Ellen, his wife, Edward Leaper, and Elizabeth, his wife, and Richard Balle,
deforciants of 3 messuages, 3 gardens, 10 acres of land, 16 acres of meadow,
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24 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Coton,
Draycott, Over Tayne and Nether Tayne.

The deforciants remitted all right to Michael and his heirs, for which
Michael gave them ;ioo.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Hulme, the younger, complainant, and George Thorley,
gentleman, and Lettice, his wife, and Thomas Turnocke and Anne, his wife,
deforciants of I messuage, 2 barns, 2 gardens, 30 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, 20 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 10 acres of furze and heath,
common of pasture for all cattle, and common of turbary in Heyton other-

wise Heaton and Leeke, and of all tithes of sheaves of grain and hay,
oblations, obventions, and emoluments, and of all other tithes in Heyton
otherwise Heaton and Leeke, and of a moiety of I watermill in Heyton
otherwise Heaton and Leeke.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas Hulme, the younger, and
his heirs, for which Thomas Hulme gave them ^200.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between John Noell, armiger, complainant, and Christopher Oneley and
Ellen, his wife, and William Hollis and Alice, his wife, and William Towers
and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 3 messuages, 3 tofts, 3 gardens,

3 orchards, 3 acres of land, i acre of meadow, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Yoxall.
The deforciants remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John

gave them ^80.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 18 James I.

Between William Cobbes, armiger, and Thomas Stitch, gentleman,
complainants, and William Roper, knight, Anthony Rooper (sic), armiger,
Thomas Rooper, gentleman, Francis Rooper, gentleman, and Philip Rooper,
gentleman, deforciants of 2 messuages i barn, 140 acres of land, 30 acres of

meadow, 200 acres of pasture, and 60 acres of furze and heath in Ockley and
Croxall.

The deforciants remitted all right to William Cobbes and Thomas Stitch

and ihe heirs of William Cobbes, for which William Cobbes and Thomas
Stitch gave them ,300.

HILLARY, 18 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Richard Whitehowse, complainant, and William Whitehowse
and Samuel Whitehowse, son and heir apparent of the said William,
deforciants of i cottage, i garden, and 3^ acres of pasture in Colseley.

William and Samuel remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for

which Richard gave them ^40.

On the Quindene of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Peter Broughton, armiger, complainant, and Thomas Skrimsher,

knight, and Anne, his wife, James Skrimsher, gentleman, and John
Skrimsher, gentleman, deforciants of 15 acres of pasture and 15 acres of

wood in Ashley.
The deforciants remitted all right to Peter and his heirs, for which Peter

gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.
'

Between Francis Blakemore, Edward Blakemore and Thomas Blakemore,

Q 2
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complainants, and John Crosse, and Joan, his wife, deforciants of i shop and
I acre of pasture in Dorlaston otherwise Darlaston.

John and Joan remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Francis, for which the complainants gave them ^40.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Richard Lane, Robert Brynley and William Tuncke, com-

plainants, and John Lane and Sarah his wife, deforciants of i messuage in

"Wolverhaxnpton.

John and Sarah remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Richard, for which the complainants gave them ,40.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Gerard Whorwood, gentleman, complainant, and Francis

Whorwood, gentleman, and Jane, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i toft,

loo acres of land, 30 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 60 acres of furze

and heath and i acre of land covered with water in Bobing-ton.
Francis and Jane remitted all right to Gerard and his heirs, for wh ;ch

Gerard gave them ^160.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between John Dickyns, the younger, gentleman, and Jane, his wife,

complainants, and Thomas Whitbrooke, deforciant of i messuage, i garden,
I orchard, 40 acres of land, 30 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for

all cattle in Morffe and Envilde.
Thomas remitted all right to John and Jane and the heirs of John, for

which John and Jane gave him ,100.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between William Perrye, complainant, and Walter Pype, gentleman, and
Alice, his wife, deforciants of 16 acres of pasture, 4 acres of wood, and
4 acres of furze and heath in Bradeley otherwise Bradley.

Walter and Alice remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which
William gave them ^41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Lawrence Tompson, complainant, and Thomas Skrimsher,
knight, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, i orchard,
20 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 60 acres of pasture, and 6 acres of wood
in Ashley.

Thomas and Anne remitted all right to Lawrence and his heirs, for

which Lawrence gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Humphrey Lyne and Nicholas Rider, complainants, and
Edward Parkhowse and Katherine, his wife, and William Parkhowse and

Mary, his wife, deforciants of 20 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 30 acres

of pasture, and 4 acres of wood in Sedgeley and Woodsetten.
The deforciants remitted all right to Humphrey and Nicholas and the

heirs of Humphrey, for which Humphrey and Nicholas gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Thomas Gibson, complainant, and Thomas Woodhowse
otherwise Arrowsmith, deforciant of 6 acres of land in Great Barre.

Thomas Woodhowse remitted all right to Thomas Gibson and his heirs,
for which Thomas Gibson gave him ^40.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between John Heath and John Bust, complainants, and William
Wollaston, gentleman, and Alice, his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages,
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2 cottages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 40 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow,
30 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Hilderston.

William and Alice remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

John Heath, for which the complainants gave them ,120.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between William Wollaston, complainant, and John Tagge, and Anne,
his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, I orchard, 10 acres of land,
6 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all beasts
in Chefosey.

John and Anne remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which
William gave them ,41.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Margery Pulton, widow, and Thomas Lyddyatt, complainants,
and John Lyddyatt and Jane, his wife, deforciants of I messuage in

"Wolverhampton.

John and Jane remitted all right to Margery and Thomas and the heirs
of Margery, for which Margery and Thomas gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between John Adams, complainant, and Ralph Bucknall, gentleman,
and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 8 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow,
10 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Bucknall otherwise Buckenhall otherwise Bokenhall, and Stoke.

Ralph and Anne remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Robert Chownall and Francis Hudson, complainants, and
William White otherwise Pooler and Margery, his wife, deforciants of

19 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Cowley,
Cotton, and Befcote.

William and Margery remitted all right to Robert and Francis and the
heirs of Robert, and granted that they would warrant the said tenements

against the heirs of Anthony Pooler, deceased, father of the said William,
for which Robert and Francis gave them ,80.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between John Adams, complainant, and John Bolton and Joan, his

wife, deforciants of 8 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture,
and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Bucknall otherwise
Buckenhall otherwise Bokenhall, and Stoke.

John Bolton and Joan remitted all right to John Adams and his heirs,
for which John Adams gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Ralph Bailie, complainant, and Thomas Crompton, armiger, and
Margaret, his wife, and William Crompton, gentleman, and Jane, his

wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 tofts, 120 acres of land, 40 acres
of meadow, 120 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood, 20 acres of furze
and heath, common of pasture for all cattle, and common of turbary in

Normycote and Stone.
The deforciants remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ^360.

On the Morrow of the Purification of the Blessed Mary. 18 James I.

Between John Shawe, the younger, complainant, and John Parlebye,
deforciant of I messuage and I garden in Burton-on-Treut.
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John Parlebye remitted all right to John Shawe and his heirs, for which

John Shawe gave him

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Richard Walton and Robert Hope, gentlemen, complainants,

and Boothbie Hurte and Thomas Hurte and Anne, his wife, deforciants of

2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 16 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow,

44 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, and common of pasture in Marchinton

and Marchinton Woodland.
The deforciants remitted all right to Robert and Richard and the heirs

of Richard for ever, for which Richard gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 18 James I.

Between Robert Cudworth, gentleman, and George Bostocke, gentleman,

complainants, and John Jervis, the younger, and Elizabeth, his wife,

deforciants of 2 messuages, I cottage, 3 gardens, 2 orchards, 50 acres of

land, 20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood, and common
of pasture for all cattle in Chatcull, Podmore, and Sug-nell.

John and Elizabeth remitted all right to Robert and George and the

heirs of Robert, for which Robert and George gave them ^120.

EASTER, 19 JAMES I.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Ralph Baylye, complainant, and John Wardle and Elizabeth,
his wife, Thomas Wardle, and William Wardle, deforciants of i messuage,
i garden, 20 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 15 acres of pasture, 7 acres

of wood, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Tettesworth,

Leeke, and Leeke Frith, and of all tithes in the said tenements.

The deforciants remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Ralph Gravenor, complainant, and Francis Forrest and

Jane, his wife, and Humphrey Forrest and Eleanor, his wife, deforciants of

T2 acres of land, 7 acres of meadow, and the fourth part of i acre of land

covered with water in Bobyng-ton otherwise Bubbyngton.
The deforciants remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between William, Viscount Mansfeild, and Elizabeth, his wife, com-

plainants, and Thomas Sinythe and Ellen, his wife, deforciants of 2

messuages, i toft, 50 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 30 acres of pasture,
20 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture for all cattle, and common
of turbary in Calton otherwise Cawton.

Thomas and Ellen remitted all right to the complainants and the

heirs of Elizabeth for ever, for which the complainants gave them
iocx

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Richard Newboulde, complainant, and Thomas Swanne and

Joan, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i cottage, 2 gardens, i orchard,
6 acres of land, and 8 acres of pasture in Long-don and Farwell.

Thomas and Joan remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them
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On the Morrow of the Ascension of the Lord. 19 James I.

Between Robert Browne, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas Shelley,

gentleman, deforciant of i messuage, i garden, I orchard, 17 acres of land,

3 acres of meadow, 10 acres of pasture, half an acre of wood, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Oulton.

Thomas remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which Robert

gave him ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Richard Jobber, gentleman, complainant, and John Skrym-
shere, gentleman, and Jane, his wife, deforciants of 3 messuages, 2 cottages,

5 gardens, 3 orchards, 100 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 400 acres of

pasture, 10 acres of wood, 40 acres of furze and heath, and common of

pasture for all cattle in Orselowe and Brynton.

John and Jane remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which
Richard gave them 240.

On the Morrow of the Ascension of the Lord. 19 James I.

Between Philip Carye, knight, and Arthur Longevile, armiger, com-

plainants, and Henry Longvile, knight, and Katherine, his wife, deforciants

of i messuage, i toft, i garden, i orchard, 80 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, 40 acres of pasture, 10 acres of furze and heath, and common of

pasture in Alton otherwise Altum otherwise Halton, and Peackeston.

Henry and Katherine remitted all right to Philip and Arthur and the

heirs of Philip, for which Philip and Arthur gave them ,120.

At one Month from Easter Day. 19 James 1.

Between John Capelwood and George While, complainants, and Thomas

Jesson, deforciant of i messuage, i cottage, 2 gardens, i orchard, 10 acres

of land, 2 acres of meadow, 18 acres of pasture, and %d. rent in

Honesworihe.
Thomas remitted all right to John and George and the heirs of John,

for which John and George gave him ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Henry Grove and Richard Crosway, complainants, and
Edward Grove and John Grove, deforciants of 2 messuages, 4 cottages,
i barn, 2 gardens, 40 acres of land, 20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of

pasture, and 6 acres of wood in Rowley.
Edward and John remitted all right to Henry and Richard and the

heirs of Henry, for which Henry and Richard gave them ^120.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between George Colclough, complainant, and John Morton and

Katherine, his wife, deforciants of 4 acres of land, and 10 acres of pasture
in Chedull.

John and Katherine remitted all right to George and his heirs, for which

George gave them ^41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Charles Paso, complainant, and William Henson and Mary, his

wife, deforciants of i messuage, 2 cottages, 3 gardens, i acre of pasture,
and common of pasture for all cattle in Burton-on- Trent.

William and Mary remitted all right to Charles and his heirs, for which
Charles gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between John Drakesford and John Beeche, complainant, and John
Broade, deforciant of i messuage, 2 gardens, 6 acres of land, 4 acres of
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meadow, 10 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and
common of turbary in Norton-in les-Moores.

John Broade remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of John
Drakesford, for which the complainants gave him ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Michael Astley, gentleman, complainant, and William Towers,
deforciant of 2 messuages, i cottage, i toft, 8 gardens, 3 orchards, 40 acres

of land, 10 acres of meadow, 50 acres of pasture, and common of pasture
for all cattle in Yoxall and the forest of Nedewood.

William remitted all right to Michael and his heirs, for which Michael

gave him 100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James 1.

Between John Hall, complainant, and Richard Nicholls and Rose, his

wife, deforciants of 7 acres of land and 7 acres of pasture in Walsall and
Caldmore.

Richard and Rose remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which

John gave them ^60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between John Coxe, complainant, and Humphrey Penne, gentleman, and
Mary, his wife, deforciants of 36 acres of land, 16 acres of pasture, and
2 acres of wood in Penne, Orchard and Clente.

Humphrey and Mary remitted all right to John and his heirs, and
granted that they would warrant the said tenements against Roger Penne,
gentleman, father of the said Humphrey, and his heirs, and against the
heirs of Humphrey Penne, gentleman, deceased, grandfather of the said

Humphrey, for ever, for which John gave them

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Anne Mason, widow, complainant, and Edward Creswell,
gentleman, and Effa, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i dovecote,
i barn, 2 gardens, i orchard, and i acre of land in Wolverhampton.

Edward and Effa remitted all right to Anne and her heirs, for which
Anne gave them 60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between William Braddocke, complainant, and Thomas Rushton and
Katherine, his wife, deforciants of 8 acres of land, i acre of meadow, 4 acres
of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Rushton James,
Rushton Spencer, and Leeke.

Thomas and Katherine remitted all right to William and his heirs, for
which William gave them ,41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Edward Lane, clerk, complainant, and William Luttocke and
Joice, his wife, and Thomas Olliver and Frances, his wife, deforciants of
i messuage, i burgage, and i garden in Walsall otherwise Walshall.

The deforciants remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which
Edward gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Smythe, complainant, and Walter Rastell and Richard
Restell and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 5 cottages, 2 barns, and s gardens
in Darlaston.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which
Thomas gave them ^60.
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On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Creswell, gentleman, and Nicholas Cowper,
complainants, and Robert Mansell and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of
I messuage, I barn, and I garden in Wolverhampton.

Robert and Elizabeth remitted all right to Thomas and Nicholas and
the heirs of Thomas, for which Thomas and Nicholas gave them ,40.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Michael Astley, gentleman, complainant, and Edward Smyth
and Elizabeth, his wife, and Joan Mapperley, widow, deforciants of
i messuage, 2 cottages, i toft, 3 gardens, 3 orchards, 2 acres of meadow,
4 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Yoxall.

The deforciants remitted all right to Michael and his heirs, for which
Michael gave them ,60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between William Ruston, complainant, and Edward James, gentleman,
and Joice, his wife, deforciants of i cottage, i garden, 10 acres of land,
8 acres of meadow, and 8 acres of pasture in Rowley and Rowley Regis.

Edward and Joice remitted all right to William and his heirs, and granted
that they would warrant the said tenements against Roger Rowley and
William Rowley and their heirs, and against all others claiming by the said
Edward and Walter James, gentleman, deceased, for which William gave
them ^41.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Francis Lynton, James Royle, Walter Aberley, and Stephen
Aberley, complainants, and John Aberley and Felicia, his wife, deforciants
of i messuage, 4 cottages, 10 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 60 acres of

pasture, 10 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all cattle in Admaston,
BlithfeiJd, Bromley Bagottes and Colton.

John and Felicia remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Francis, for what the complainant gave them ^60.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Alexander Coates, complainant, and Katherine Aspinall, widow,
and John Coates and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of 13 messuages,
4 cottages, 14 gardens, 14 orchards, 600 acres of land, 130 acres of meadow,
240 acres of pasture, 50 acres of wood, 40 acres of furze and heath and
common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Amerton, Blithbridge, Hickeson,
Kingeston, Callowhill, Newton and Kinges Bromley.

The deforciants remitted all right to Alexander and his heirs, for which
Alexander gave them ^320.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between Ralph Lathroppe, gentleman, complainant, and Thomas Smyth,
gentleman, and Mary, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 2 cottages,
i barn, i garden, i orchard, 20 acres of land, 30 acres of meadow, 50 acres
of pasture, 10 acres of furze and heath, and common of pasture for all

cattle in Crakemarshe and TJttoxator.

Thomas and Mary remitted all right to Ralph and his heirs, for which

Ralph gave them ^100.

On the Quindene of Easter. 19 James I.

Between William Harvye, complainant, and Lewis Aberley and Francis

Harvye, deforciants of messuage, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 6 acres of land,
4 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle

in Admaston, Bagottes, Bromley and Coulton.
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Lewis and Francis acknowledged the said tenements to be the right of

William, for which William granted them to Francis ;
to be held by

the said Francis for 79 years next after the decease of John Aberley, father

of the said Lewis ; rendering los. therefor yearly to the said William and his

heirs. The said William also granted the reversion of the said tenements

to the said Lewis and his heirs for ever.

TRINITY, 19 JAMES I.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. . 19 James I.

Between John Jodrell, gentleman, complainant, and Richard Baude,

gentleman, deforciant of 2 messuages, i cottage, 40 acres of land, 10 acres

of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in Leeke.

Richard remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which John gave
him ^40.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between William Boughey, complainant, and Richard Stonyer and Henry
Bourne, the younger, deforciants of 54 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow and

54 acres of pasture in Big-nail Ende, Audeley, and Chesterton.

Richard and Henry remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which
William gave them ,100.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Henry Colles, gentleman, and William Fryth, gentleman,

complainants, and Rowland Greasebrooke, gentleman, deforciant of

i messuage, 3 cottages, I water-mill, 4 gardens, 20 acres of land, 40 acres of

meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 6 acres of wood, 20 acres of moor, and
common of pasture for all cattle in Shenston, Fulderley, otherwise

Fowderley, and Chesterfeild.

Rowland remitted all right to Henry and William and the heirs of Henry,
for which Henry and William gave him ,120.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Greenenynge and Margaret Holden, complainants, and

James Phillippes and Anne, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden,
i orchard, i^ acres of land, i acre of meadow, i acre of pasture, and 10 acres

of furze and heath in Netherstane.

James and Anne remitted all right to Thomas and Margaret and the

heirs of Thomas, for which Thomas and Margaret gave them 40.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Richard Drakesford, gentleman, complainant, and William

Chamberlen, otherwise Backhouse, and Richard Tomkys and Elizabeth, his

wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, and common of

pasture in Stafford Foryate and Marston.
The deforciants remitted all right to Richard Drakesford and his heirs,

for which Richard Drakesford gave them 60.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Richard Goldsmyth, complainant, and William Goldsmyth,
deforciant of i messuage, i orchard, 40 acres of land, 8 acres of meadow,
and 8 acres of pasture in Kicarscote and Burton.

William remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which Richard

gave him ^41.
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On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Boilston, complainant, and Thomas Chaplen and Alice,
his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, 20 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, 10 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all cattle in

Annesley.
Thomas Chaplen and Alice remitted all right to Thomas Boilston and his

heirs, for which Thomas Boilston gave them 41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Edmund Ryley, the elder, complainant, and John Choxleton,

gentleman, and Margery, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, 2 gardens,
i orchard, 6 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 28 acres of pasture, and
common of pasture in Enson and Salte.

John and Margery remitted all right to Edmund and his heirs, for which
Edmund gave them j6o.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Edward Mosley, knight, complainant, and Gilbert Rolleston,

armiger, deforciant of 7 messuages, 6 cottages, 140 acres of land, 40 acres of

meadow, and 200 acres of pasture in Rolleston, Marston, Stretton, and

Tutburie, and common of pasture for all cattle in the forest of Need-wood.

Gilbert remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which Edward
gave him ,300.

On the Quindene of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Bothbie, gentleman, complainant, and William Casie

and Richard Casie, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 tofts, 2 gardens, 32 acres

of land, 6 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, I acre of wood, and
common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in G-rindon and Waterfall, and of

pasture for 6 cattle in G-rindon.

William and Richard remitted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for

which Thomas gave them ^60.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between John Rawlyn, complainant, and Roger Machen and Ellen, his

wife, and John Machen, son and heir apparent of the said Roger, deforciants

of 10 acres of land, 5 acres of meadow, 12 acres of pasture, and I acre of

wood in Careswall, otherwise Caverswall, otherwise Careswell.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Rawlyn and his heirs, for

which John Rawlyn gave them 41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between William Phillippes, complainant, and Walter Wollaston,

gentleman, deforciant of i cottage, i garden, i orchard, half an acre of land,
and common of pasture in Bromley Abbottes, otherwise Bromley Pag-ettes.

Walter remitted all right to William and his heirs, for which William

gave him 41.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between William Symson and Alice, his wife, complainants, and John
Coxe, gentleman, Walter Aldyn and Thomas Wolrich and Jane, his wife,
deforciants of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 12 acres of land, 2 acres of

meadow, and common of pasture in Shawibrd.
The deforciants granted the said tenements to William and Alice : to

be held by the said William and Alice for the term of the lives of

the said William and Alice and the longest liver of them. Rendering 6s. 8d.

yearly to the said John and Walter and their heirs, for which William and
Alice gave them ^60.
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On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Robert Port, gentleman, and Thomas Milward, armiger,

complainants, and Thomas Clarke, deforciant of I messuage, 2 cottages.

3 gardens, 30 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, and 20 acres of pasture in

Hope and Alstonfeild, otherwise Austonfeild.
Thomas Clarke remitted all right to Robert and Thomas Milward and

the heirs of Thomas Milward, for which Robert and Thomas Milward gave
him 60.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Richard Ligon, gentleman, and Bartholomew Foster, gentleman,
complainants, and Aylmer Follyott, armiger, and Barbara, his wife,
deforciants of 4 cottages, 4 gardens, 80 acres of land, 16 acres of meadow,
30 acres of pasture, 45. M. rent, and common of pasture for all cattle in

G-reete and Westbromwiche.

Aylmer and Barbara remitted all right to Richard and Bartholomew
and the heirs of Richard, for which Richard and Bartholomew gave them

120.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Mellor, Thomas Bucknall, Thomas Brett, and John
Machen, the younger, complainants, and Ralph Bucknall, gentleman, and

Anne, his wife, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 80 acres

of land, 60 acres of meadow, 100 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood,
common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common of turbary in

TJbberley, Bucknall otherwise Bokenhall, Careswell otherwise Caverswall,
and

Ralph and Anne remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs

of Thomas Mellor, for which the complainants gave them ,200.

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between Nicholas Fortescue, knight, Peter Gyffard, armiger, William

Scott, armiger, Thomas Leveson, armiger, and Francis Fortescue,
gentleman, complainants, and Richard Brooke, armiger, and Walter

Brooke, armiger, son and heir apparent of the said Richard, and Dorothy,
his wife, deforciants of the manors of Lapley and Aston, and of
20 messuages, 20 cottages, 12 tofts, i windmill, i dovecote, 40 gardens,
1,000 acres of land, 100 acres of meadow, 500 acres of pasture, 100 acres of

wood, 1,000 acres of furze and heath, 200 acres of moor, and ^18 rent in

Lapley, Aston, Marston, Hidg-land, and Bickford, and also of the rectory
of Lapley, and of the advowson of the vicarage of the church of Lapley.

The deforciants remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs of

Nicholas, for which the complainants gave them 1,000,

On the Morrow of Holy Trinity. 19 James I.

Between John Compson, complainant, and John Dawnser and Anne,
his wife, Nicholas Dawnser and Joan, his wife, and Richard Harris,

gentleman, deforciants of 8 acres of meadow in King-swynford and
Ashwood.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Compson and his heirs, for

which John gave them ,41.

MICHAELMAS, 19 JAMES I.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Lees, complainant, and Thomas Baylie and Dorothy,
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his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, and I orchard in Alveton
otherwise Alton.

Thomas Baylie and Dorothy remitted all right to Thomas Lees and his

heirs, for which Thomas Lees gave them ,40.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Richard Ruggeley, complainant, and John Draycott, armiger,
deforciant of a yearly rent of 22s. issuing from the manors of Cockshall

otherwise Cokkshall, Calleng-wood, Knigrhtley, and Rudlowe.

John remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which Richard gave
him ^22.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between William Twemlowe, complainant, and Robert Shawe and

Margery, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, i garden, 6 acres of land,

4 acres of meadow, 6 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all kinds of

cattle, and common of turbary in Talke and Audeley.
Robert and Margery remitted all right to William and his heirs, for

which William gave them ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Beech and William Withering', complainants, and

John Smyth and Elizabeth, his wife, and Edward Allen, deforciants of

i messuage, i barn, i garden, i orchard, 2 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow,
6 acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in

Uttoxiter.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and William and the heirs

of Thomas, for which Thomas and William gave them ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Cheshier, complainant, and Thomas Billinge and

Cecilia, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, 24 acres of land, 3 acres of

meadow, 36 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and
common of turbary in Over Elkeston and Alstonfeild.

Thomas and Cecilia remitted all right to Thomas Cheshier and his

heirs, for which Thomas Cheshier gave them .100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between William Collyns, complainant, and William Stonywell,

gentleman, deforciant of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 25 acres of

land, 10 acres of meadow, and 25 acres of pasture in Chorley.

William Stonywell granted the said tenements to William Collyns, to

be held by the same William Collyns from Michaelmas last past
for 12 years ;

and after that term is ended, to be held by the same
William Collyns for 31 years. Rendering 1 8s. yearly to the said William

Stonywell and his heirs, for which William Collyns gave him 60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Francis FitzHerbert, gentleman, complainant, and Walter

Mynors, armiger, and Edward Mynors, gentleman, son and heir apparent
of the said Walter, deforciants of 50 acres of pasture in TJttoxeter otherwise

TJtcetter.

Walter and Edward remitted all right to Francis and his heirs, and
Edward granted that he would warrant the said tenements against the heirs

of Edward Mynors, deceased, grandfather of the said Edward, for which
Francis gave them ,60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Arthur Hill, complainant, and Thomas White and Elizabeth,
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his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, I orchard, 20 acres of land,

6 acres of meadow, and 40 acres of pasture in Burton and Bicarscote.

Thomas and Elizabeth remitted all rights to Arthur and his heirs, for

which Arthur gave them ,^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Richard Drakeforde and Thomas Maxfeild, gentleman,

complainants, and Thomas Colclough, knight, and Adam Colclough,

deforciants of I messuage, I toft, I dovecote, i garden, 80 acres of land,

80 acres of meadow, and 60 acres of pasture in Silkmore otherwise Silkesmore

and Castell near Stafford, and of a free fishery in the water of Penke.

Thomas Colclough and Adam remitted all right to Richard Drakeforde

and Thomas Maxfeild, and the heirs of Richard, for which Richard and

Thomas Maxfeild gave them 300.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Walter Homersley, gentleman, complainant, and William

Bowyer, knight, and John Baddeley, gentleman, deforciants of I messuage,
I garden, I orchard, 10 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 60 acres of

pasture, 10 acres of wood, and 6 acres of furze and heath in Wedgwood,
Wolstanton, and Tunstall.

William and John remitted all right to Walter and his heirs, for which

Walter gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Robert Cudworth, gentleman, complainant, and Ralph Egerton,

knight, and Frances, his wife, deforciants of 50 acres of pasture, and 40 acres

of wood in Betley and Awdeley.

Ralph and Frances remitted all right to Robert and his heirs, for which
Robert gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Swettenham, gentleman, and John Weston, gentleman,
complainants, and John Unwyn, gentleman, and Ellen, his wife, deforciants

of 4 messuages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 60 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow,
60 acres of pasture, common of pasture for all kinds of cattle, and common
of turbary in Waterfall and Calton otherwise Caulton otherwise Caldon,
and of all tithes in Fernyhaughe otherwise Fernihalghe, and Endon
otherwise Yondon.

John Unwyn and Ellen remitted all right to Thomas and John Weston, and
the heirs of Thomas, for which Thomas and John Weston gave them ^200.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Roger Harvey, gentleman, complainant, and Robert Orme,
gentleman, and Alice, his wife, deforciants of I messuage, I garden, 6 acres
of land, 6 acres of meadow, and 10 acres of pasture in Whittington.

Robert and Alice remitted all right to Roger and his heirs, for which
Roger gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between John Nevall, complainant, and William Stonywell, gentleman,
deforciant of i messuage, i garden, i orchard, 25 acres of land, 10 acres of

meadow, and 25 acres of pasture in Long-don.
William granted the said tenements to John ;

to be held by the
said John from Michaelmas last part for 17 years ;

and after that term is

ended, to be held by the said John for 31 years next following. Rendering
I2s. yearly to the said William and his heirs

;
for which John gave him

,60.
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On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Worsey, the younger, and Mary Worsey, complainants,
and William Pynson and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 30 acres of land,
i acre of meadow, and 4 acres of wood in Great Saredon and Little

Saredon.
William and Anne remitted all right to Thomas and Mary and the heirs

of Thomas, for which Thomas and Mary gave them 60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Edward Duddeley, gentleman, complainant, and Gerard

Whorwood, gentleman, and Joice, his wife, deforciants of I messuage,
i cottage, i barn, 2 gardens, 2 orchards, 6 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow,
and 10 acres of pasture in Breerley otherwise Bryerley and Sedg-eley.

Gerard and Joice remitted all right to Edward and his heirs, for which
Edward gave them 41.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between John Hall, complainant, and John Merrihurst, the elder, and

John Merrihurst, the younger, deforciants of 20 acres of land, and 2 acres of
meadow in Wednesbury and Delves.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Hall and his heirs, for which

John Hall gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between William Rudge, complainant, and William Cartwright, and

John Cartwright, son and heir apparent of the said William Cartwright,
deforciants of 5 acres of pasture in Overton otherwise Orton and Womborne.

William Cartwright and John remitted all right to William Rudge and
his heirs, for which William Rudge gave them

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Hugh Launder and Rowland Baynetrey, complainants, and
John Bagnold, Hugh Bagnold, Thomas Bagnold, and Geoffrey Bagnold,
deforciants of i messuage, i cottage, 30 acres of land, 7 acres of meadow,
30 acres of pasture, 20 acres of furze and heath, common of pasture for all

cattle, and common of turbary in Fulford and Stone.

The deforciants remitted all right to Hugh Launder and his heirs, for

which Hugh Launder gave them ^100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Thomas Willatt, complainant, and John Willatt and Alice, his

wife, deforciants of 30 acres of land, 3 acres of meadow, 3 acres of pasture,
and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in Holme.

John and Alice granted the said tenements to Thomas
; to be held by

him from the feast of tae Annunciation last past for 2 1 years, if the said

John Willatt and Jane Willatt, wife of the said Thomas, and Thomas
Willatt, son of the said Thomas, should so long live, or any of them should
so long live. Rendering 6d. yearly to the said John, if it should be
demanded

;
for which Thomas gave them ,100.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between John Hickmans and Sarah Shynton, complainants, and Thomas
Whithowse and Eleanor, his wife, and Richard Fulwood and Anne, his wife,
and John Fulwood and Margaret, his wife, deforciants of 14 acres of land,
2 acres of meadow, and 10 acres of pasture in Colesley and Sedg-eley.

The deforciants remitted all right to John and Sarah and the heirs of
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On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between Henry Goughe and Henry Devie, complainants, and Nicholas
Bache and Eleanor, his wife, deforciants of i messuage, I barn, I garden,
I orchard, 40 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, and 20 acres of pasture in

Overpenne and Netherpenne.
Nicholas and Eleanor remitted all right to the complainants, and the

heirs of Henry Goughe, for which the complainants gave them ^60.

On the Octaves of St. Michael. 19 James I.

Between William Orpe and William Gynder, complainants, and Robert

Alsager, gentleman, and Judith, his wife, Ranulph Smyth, gentleman, Ellen

Smyth, widow, and William Withering, gentleman, deforciants of the moiety
of 4 messuages, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 100 acres of land, 30 acres of meadow,
100 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, and 200 acres of furze and heath in
Ellaston and Prestwood.

The deforciants remitted all right to the complainants and the heirs
of William Orpe, and the said Ranulph and Ellen granted that they would
warrant the said tenements against the heirs of Mary Lawton, deceased, for

ever, for which the complainants gave them ^60.

(To be continued^)
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PREFACE.

THE early Chancery proceedings were calendared at the Record

Office in 1901. The work has been admirably performed, the

documents being arranged, as nearly as possible, in chrono-

logical order and a short abstract given of the contents of each.

They consist of bills of complaint or petitions addressed to the

Chancellor praying him to intervene in cases where no remedy
could be obtained by the common law. They are interesting

from a legal point of view, as they show very clearly the origin

of the old Court of Chancery. From an antiquarian point of

view, they are also interesting as they illustrate the ancient

privilege of a subject to appeal to the King in person when right

was not done to him in an inferior court.

The petitions for the most part consist of applications for

writs of sub pena to be directed to the other party to be

examined on the grievance complained of, or appeals from the

decisions of local jurisdictions, in which the petitioner prays for

a writ of certiorari or habeas corpus cum causa 1 to be directed to

the court from which the appeal is made.

The earliest petitions are in French and with the exception
of the first on the list have been translated into English. French

continued to be the language of the bills of complaint till the

reign of Henry VI., when English came into common use. In the

case of the English petitions, I have in most instances modernized

the spelling and retained the original language, but in a few

cases I have given the spelling of the documents, as specimens
of the quaint and uncertain orthography of the period.

G. W.

1

Viz., to bring up the body of the petitioner with the cause of his arrest.

R
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Bundle 3. No. i6b.

A chancellor notre Seigneur le Roy supplie Alexandre de Beseford, que
come il estoit seise du William fitz William de Burmyngham deynz age, et

en fit garde, vient un John Huwet qui est un grant et commune amesnour
YV

des rovvetes en paiis et fist guyler - gentz armez et archers a Honnesworth

en le Counte de Stafford le dymenge proscheyn devant le feste de Seynt
Luke Ian du reigne nostre seigneur le Roy quinzisme (15 Ric. II., A.D. 1391)

et illeours le dit garde pristerent et amesnerent ove eux issynt que le dit

Alexandre ne poet savoir ou le dit enfant est, que plese a votre seigneurie

graunt un brief direct al dit John Huwet sur un grant peyne de luy faire

venir devaunt vos en la Chancellerie a respondre du tort avant dit

consideratmtz tres gracious pur qil est si grant meffetour et meynteniour des

querelles en celles parties qui le dit suppliant par autre voie entraine navir

remedie. 1

Bundle 4. No. 36.

To the Honourable Lord the Bishop ofDurham, Chancellor ofEngland?

Joan, formerly wife of Henry Grene, of Loundres, petitions that- whereas

the said Henry was seised of certain lands and tenements in Chatkylne in

the county of Stafford, in his demesne as of fee and had enfeoffed in them

one William Louthe and others who are dead, on condition that the said

tenements should be sold and the proceeds handed over to her for her

sustenance and to
"
faire Almoigne

"
for the salvation of the said Henry, by

virtue of which the said William and his associates were seised, and after

J The parliament of 1381 had made a presentment against the malefactors called

maintainers, who in different counties supported themselves by plunder, one of their

great objects being to carry off the heirs of men of property, whom they restored after

the payment of a heavy ransom. John Huwet was a famous Captain of one of

the free companies of this era, and was probably son of that John Huwet, of Walshall,

who was killed in 36 E. III., see Staffordshire Collections, Volumes XIII, p. 10, and

XIV, p. 115.
2 This petition is translated from the French. Thomas Longley, the Bishop of

Durham, was Chancellor 1405-6, and from 1417 to 1424.
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his death although one John Gaynesford cousin and heir of the said William

had entered to perform the said conditions, oneJohn Fernyhalgh of Chatkylne

had entered without any title or right and refused to allow the conditions

to be performed to the great loss of the suppliant, she prays therefore that

considering her great age, he would grant to her a writ directed to the said

John Fernyhalgh to appear before the chancellor at a month of Easter

day next, to answer respecting the above matters.

Bundle 4. No. 113.

To the Reverend Father in God, and very Gracious Bishop of Durham^

Chancellor ofEngland.
1

Hugh Berevvyk, esquyer, petitions that whereas he was seised in his

demesne as of fee of the manors of Berewyk-Mauveisin, and Willeslond, in

the co. of Salop, both before and after the time when the Lord the King passed
into Normandy up to the 4th of June, in the seventh year of the present King
. . . . disseised by one John Lanchestre, otherwise Bruere, of the vill of

Slepea, near Saint Albones, co. Hertford, yomen, and Elizabeth, his wife, of

the maintenance of Richard Peshale, son of Humfrey de Peshale, of the

county of Stafford, Esquyer, and other malefactors of their ... to the

number of twenty persons ... it had been ordained by the King . .

. . the said passage that no assise of novel disseisin should be brought

against any person until the King should return to England so that your

petitioner has no remedy by the common law. . . . That it may please

your very gracious lord to ordain- that the petitioner should be restored to

his manors, etc. (rest illegible].

Bundle 4. No. 142.

To the Bishop ofDurham, Chancellor ofEngland.

Thomas Wydevyle, Esqr., John Longevyle, Esquire, John Barton, the

elder, William Palmer, and three others, styled clerks, petition that whereas

they had been enfeoffed by Elizabeth, Lady Clinton, to the use of the said

Lady, of the manor of Fissherwyke, co. Stafford, and the said Lady and her

ancestors had been peaceably seised of the said manor before the date of the

feofFment for 200 years or more without interruption, one John Miners of the

said county, and Robert Cook and Alice, his wife, bringing with them . .

. . 40 persons armed and arrayed in manner of war, had entered the manor

by force on the vigil of Corpus Christi in the seventh year of the present

reign
2 and still occupied and retained it to the damage and disinheritance

of the petitioners, they therefore prayed that writs might be directed to the

said John Myners, Robert and Alice to appear before the Chancellor, in

1 See note on last page.
2 This year must be 7 H. V., and the date 1420, for the Bishop of Durham had

ceased to be Chancellor before 7 H. VI. The petition is translated from the French.
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his Chancery to be examined on the said matters and to restore to the

petitioners the said manor with the issues for the meantime and the damages
which they had sustained.

Bundle 4. No. 147.

To the very gracious Lord Bishop of Durham, Chancellor of

England.^

John, son of Phelip de Eggerton, of the county of Chester, Esquier,

petitions that whereas the King, the father of the present King had granted

to him and to Sir Roger Acton, knight, the wardship .... which

formerly belonged to one John Wareyn, son and heir of Henry .Gryffyth le

Wareyn in the co. of Chester . . . during the nonage of the said

Gryffyth, son and heir of the said John Wareyn with the marriage of the

said Gryffyth ... the said Gryffyth died at the age of 17 years.

Margaret Wareyn, his sister and heir, then of the age of 13 years . . .

and married her to the said petitioner ... the said Margaret, wife of

the petitioner out of the vill of Eggerto i,
in the county of Chester . . .

by main force by Richard de Cholmoundesley who had married Elena

the aunt of the petitioner and Hugh de Cholmoundesley, the son of the

said Richard . . . and the said Hugh after the said ravishment (le

dit ravissement) made by him and his father and others before named

. . . (rest illegible}.

Bundle 5. No. 120.

To the Reverend Father in God, the very noble and very gracious Lord

Bishop ofDurham, Chancellor ofEngland.

Hugh Berewyk of Salop petitions that whereas before the late passage

of Our Sovereign Lord the King into Normandy, he had been retained

with the very noble Earl de la March and had remained with him in all

the gracious days (en tous les graciouses jours) of the King in Normandy
and in France,

2 until he had been lately sent to England on account of

sickness (a cause del infirmite) during which time he had been forcibly

disseised of divers lands and tenements within the town of Salop and the

county of Salop, by Richard, son of Umfrey Peshale, of the county of

Stafford, Esquier, Margaret Berewych, his servant, John Lancestre,

otherwise Lanchestre, of the vill of Slepe, in the co. of Hertford, yoman,

Elizabeth, his wife, William Forster, of Salop, Draper, and others named

1 See note on p. 241.
2 Thomas Longley, the Bishop of Durham, was Chancellor of England both

before and after the date of the King's expeditions. The first expedition of Henry V.

to France took place in 1415 ; the second in 1417, and the third in 1421. The King
died 3ist August, 1422 ; the date of the petition is therefore between 1417 and 1422.
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he prays a writ directed to the disseisors to call them before him in

Chancery, etc., considering that the petitioner cannot maintain a writ of

disseisin during the absence of the King, etc.

Bundle 6. No. 12.

To the very gracious Lord the Bishop of Winchester, Chancellor of

England^

Hugh de Erdeswyk petitions that whereas John de Draycote and

William de Draycote with many others, had forcibly entered the manor of

Draycote on the Mores, and had beaten and wounded his servant, Robert

Bernevile, so that he had lost his services for a length of time, a writ may
be issued to the said John and William to appear before the Chancellor in

the King's Chancery on a certain day, to answer to the above trespass and

other things which will be served upon them.

(In French.)

Bundle 6. No. 50.

To the same Chancellor.

The Abbot of Burton-upon-Trent petitions that whereas the King on

the 3 ist June in the second year of his reign
2 had taken into his hand his

house for certain reasons, and that whereas Thomas de Southam, the abbot

of the same place, his predecessor, by the duress and cohercion of Monsieur

John Bagot, the Sheriff of Staffordshire,
3 had given to him annually xxxj. to

be the friend of the house, the said John not being content with the xxxj.

on the 2oth November in the fourth year of King Henry, formerly King of

England, the father of the present King, in order to force a larger sum from

the Abbot, had destroyed his park at Bromley and had taken 20 bucks and

12 does, to the great damage of the Abbot and to the prejudice and

contempt of the King, etc. And the said Monsieur John held in chief of the

said Abbot the vill of Feld in the same county by homage, fealty, and

escuage and by the service of 2cw. annually, and had refused to perform his

homage . . . et le dit Monsieur John is so powerful in his country (est

de si graunte poer en sa pais) the said petitioner cannot have . . . may
it please your Lordship (the rest is illegible}.

1
Probably Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, who was Chancellor from

1413 to 1416, and from 1424 to 1426.
2 This must be the 3ist June, 1401. Thomas de Southam resigned the Abbacy

in 1400. His successor, John de Sudbury, the petitioner, resigned in 1423. Bitrlon

Chartulary.
3 Sir John Bagot was Sheriff of Staffordshire in 1426.
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Bundle 6. Nos. 206 and 208.

To the same Chancellor.

The Abbot of Burton-upon-Trent petitions for remedy against assaults

made upon him and his celerer by Thomas de Gresley, knight, and by

John de Gresley, knight, his son, at Branston and Burton. The assaults

arose out of an award respecting lands in Burton and Stapenhill and

common of pasture in Drakelow.

Bundle 7. No. 2.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of England.
1

Henry de Penne petitions that whereas his ancestor, one Richard de

Penne, had been seised of certain linds and tenements in Bromesgrave, and

he had entered after his death as his kinsman and heir, and had held them

for a long time, one Raulyn de Stafford had ejected him on pretence that he

had purchased the said lands from the said Henry, and had so threatened

him of his life and limbs, etc. He prayed therefore for a writ summoning
the said Raulyn before the Chancellor to answer for his champerty and

maintenance and oppressions.

Bundle 7. No. 113.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor ofEngland.

John Blakel and Elizabeth, his wife, John Barton, the elder, William

Andreu, clerk, and Elizabeth, late wife of John Wilcotes, chivaler, executors of

the will of John Wilcotes, petition that whereas King Henry, the father of the

present King, on the 24th September in the eighth year of his reign by his

Letters Patent, granted to the said John Wilcotes the wardship of all the

lands, rents, etc., which were formerly Sir Thomas Harcourt's, and which

were held in chief of the King and which were in the King's hands by reason

of the minority of Robert, the son and heir of the said Thomas, together
with the marriage of the said Robert, rendering nothing for the said ward-

ship and marriage, and the said Elizabeth during the life-time of the said

John had delivered the said Robert, being then under age, to Joan, now wife

of Robert Straueley, chivaler, during the coverture of the said Joan and to

one John Potter for safe custody on behalf of the said John Wilcotes,

chivaler, and to be delivered up to him within a month, the said Robert

Straveley and Joan, his wife, and John Potter now refuse to deliver up the

heir to the said executors, as reason and good faith demand, they therefore

1
John Kempe, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor from 1426 to 1432, and

again in 1450, but this Chancellor is probably the Archbishop of York, who was
Chancellor from 1388 to 1391. Raulyn Stafford was an Esquire in the letinue of

the Earl of Stafford in 1381. Staffordshire Collections, Vol. XIV, p. 232.
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pray that writs may be sent to the said Robert and Joan and John Potter

under a penalty of ,200 to deliver up the said Robert, son of Thomas, to

the suppliants, or otherwise to appear in Chancery bringing with them the

said heir to answer to the premisses, et ceopur dieu et en oevre de charite.

Bundle 7. No. 168.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of England.
1

Raynold Attelburgh and Edith, his wife, and Agnes Coton petition that

whereas one Robert Aston, of Tamworth, father of the said Edith and

grandfather of the said Agnes, i.e. to say father of Joan, the mother of

Agnes, whose heirs they are, was seised of 30 messuages, 200 acres of land,

20 acres of meadow, and 10 acres of wood, and 40^. of rent in Tamworth,

Wygynton, Cumberforth, Wylmencote, and Grendon in the counties of

Warwick and Stafford, and had enfeoffed in the said lands and tenements

one Henry Jeek, of Tamworth, and John Coton of Tamworth, with

the intent that the said feoffees should make estate of the same to

Joan, formerly wife of the said Robert for her life, and after the death

of the said Joan, the lands and tenements in Tamworth, Wylmencote,
and Grendon to John, the eldest son of the said Robert, and the

heirs of his body, and the remainder of the lands in Wygenton and

Cumberforth to Robert, the younger son of the said Robert, and the

heirs of his body, and if the said John and Robert should die leaving
no issue, the said lands and tenements to remain to the right heirs

of Robert, the father, and Robert, the father, and Joan had died, and the

said John and Robert had also died, leaving no issue, before any estate had
been made to them of the said lands and tenements, and after their deaths

the said Raynold and Edith, as of the right of Edith, and Agnes, daughter
of the said Joan, daughter of the said Robert, the father, as right heirs of

Robert, had required the feoffees to make estate to the said Edith and

Agnes of the said lands and tenements according to the intention of Robert,
the father, and they had refused to do so, to their great damage and against

good faith and conscience, and the suppliants have no remedy. They pray
that writs may be sent to Henry Jeek and John Coton commanding
them to appear before the Chancellor in the Chancery under a certain

penalty to justify themselves as good faith, conscience, and reason should

demand, pur dieux et en eovre de charite.

Bundle 7. No. 180.

To the very Reverend Father in God, the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of

England,>

William Russhale, Escuier, petitions that whereas before he passed over

with the King, who is now dead and "
que dieu assoile" father of the present

King, into France, he had enfeoffed Hugh de Erdeswik, Escuier, Thomas
1 See note on p. 245.



RICHARD II. TO HENRY VII- 247

Griffin, Escuier, and Richard Horborne, out of the great confidence which

he had in them, of his manor of Russhale in the county of Stafford, together
with other lands and tenements, which he had in the said county and in

the county of Derby, on condition that they should re-enfeoff him when

required . . . and on his return to England he had called upon the

said Hugh, Thomas and Richard to re-enfeofF him of the said manor and
lands and tenements, they had refused to do so, to the great damage
(grande amentisemenf] of the suppliant. He therefore prayed the Chancellor

to issue a writ directed to the said Hugh, Thomas, and Richard returnable

at a certain day in the King's Chancery, to appear under a certain penalty
to answer the petitioner on the premisses, inasmuch as he cannot receive

any aid by the common law, pur dieu et en oevre de charitee.

Bundle 7. No. 260.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of England}-

Eymer de Lychefeld petitions that in his absence whilst he was employed
in the service of the Crown, Thomas de Meysham and Roger and John
his brothers, with many other malefactors of the counties of Chester and

Lancaster, assembled in arms by the command of John de Ardeyne, had
laid in wait at Lychefeld to beat and maim him and his men and servants,
and had beaten and assaulted his men and servants and tenants at Lyche-

feld, so that they were in fear of their lives, and had taken goods and
chattels belonging to him to the value of ^100. He prayed therefore that

a writ might be issued, directed to Monsieur Thomas de Stafford and
Monsieur Nichol de Stafford, justices in those parts charging them under a

penalty of ,200, to take sufficient sureties for the peace (quil preignent

suffisante courte du peace du ditJohan de Ardeyne sour peyne de CCli., pur
dieu et en oevre de charite.

Bundle 12. No. 250.

To the Bishop of Bath ,
Chancellor ofEngland.-

John Bredhill, parson of the church of Kyngeswynford, petitions that

whereas John Sutton, knyght, John Sheldon, John Clerk, Thomas Yonge
and Thomas Bradeley on the Tuesday of the Feast of Whitsuntide had

wrongfully entered the parsonage of the suppliant and broken up four cofers

and taken away the goods from them and all the other goods of the said

1 See note on p. 245. This Chancellor must be the Archbishop of York who was
Chancellor from 1388 to 1391, for Sir Nicholas de Stafford died in 1394. See
Vol. VI, part 2, p. 178.

2
John Stafford, Bishop of Bath, was Chancellor in the years 1432 and 33.

Another Bishop of Bath and Wells (Robert Stillington) was Chancellor in 1470-
1471.
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suppliant, and had put his servants out of the place. The goods taken away

being these. Here follows a long list of goods, amongst which were a

"
Bibull," Historia scolastica legenda aurea pupilla oculi, the four

Evangelists
"
glosed," 2 bokes of Job glosed, Alquyn super quarto

sententiarium, Alquyn de veritatibus, 8 bokes of phisic, i bok de regimine

puerorum nobilum, 3 bokes of Bonaventrie, 4 bokes of sermones,
" The

maistour of sentence," Austyn de caritate, 8 "bokes of gramer," 12 "bokes

of dyvers poetes," a doctour upon Luke, a missal, 2
"
portnoses,"

1 20 trytys

of logik, musik, geometrie and other sciences
" with stuffe of parchement

and papir," which goodes were worth ^50. Also they toke away x //. of

money, 13 silvur spones, I maser, 3 pairs of bedes of coralle, I paire bedes

of ambur, together with beds, blankets, bolsters, pillows, shetes, bord-

clothes, towels, chairs, i dressing knife and other knyves, and "
viii ellon of

lynnon cloth," i bowe, i shef of arowes, i habougon, i salade, i swyrd, five

kyn with two calves, i mare with 2 coltes, 3 bores, 16 hogges, 10 pigges,

10 capons, 10 hennes and 6 mandlers. Also they toke away of the profits of

the chirche by the space of viii weeks, that is to say, 12 stone of "
teithe,"

an oxe which was a mortuary,
"
teith hay" to the value of \\s. Offerynges

to the sum of vis. vmd. etc.
" unto the utterest undoyng of your seid

suppliant, wherefore the seid suppliant bisecheth your gracious father. . . .

sub pena directe to the seid persones and that they may be examyned in the

Chauncere uppon the takyng away of the seid godes . . . and that your

suppliant may have dew restitution of his goodes and amends for his

harmes " Summa. cxxxiij //. xs.

Bundle 13. No. 211.

To the Archbishop of Canterbury."
1

Petition of your power and continual Bedman, John Buffray, that for as

moch as Sir Humfrey Stafford of Hoke, knyght, whoos (torn off] wych dede
the maner of Nethir Penne, in the countie of Stafford and divers other

landes and tenementes wythin divers townes of the seid countie (torn off}
Besecher is inheritor by force of the said tayl and the said dede delivered to

. . . John Dudley to the entente to deliver the said dede to your said

besecher (torn off} named in that dede of estayt, he may have no remedy by
action of detenow thereof at the comen law. Wherefore plese to your
gracious (torn off} hym apere afore you under a certeyn peyne and at a
certen day by you to be alymyted to answer to these premises, etc.

1 Portnoses or Portehois, a portasse or breviary. (Halliwell.)
'2 An Archbishop of Canterbury was Chancellor 1399-1407, 1412, 1443, 1452-60.
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Bundle 14. No. 28.

To the most reverent fader in God, John? Archbishop of Canterbury, and
Chatmceller ofEngland.

Besechyn mekely youre oune pore servauntes and oratours Thomas

Littylton and Jane his wiffe that where on Sir Philip Chetwynd, knyght,
some tyme husbond to the seid Jane by his dedis ensealed under his seale of

armes and enrolled afore you in the Chauncerie, and letter of attorney made
to on Nicholas Madeley in like wise ensealed and enrolled, enfeffed John

Hampton, squyer, Robert Whitgreve, squyer, William Purfrey, squyer, and

Symond Melborne, parson of the church of Grendon of divers maners,

londes, and tenements that the seide Sir Philip hadde in the countees of

Warwick and of Stafford, the whiche feffees afterwards made an estate

therof to the seide Sir Philip and Jane then beyng his wiffe. And nowe hit is

so that on John Chetwynde claymyng the seide maners, londes and

tenements as cosyn and heir to the seide Sir Philip noyseth and seith that

ther was no lyvere of seson that passed by the seide dedes that the seide

Sir Philip made to the seide John Hampton, Robert, William and Symond,

notwithstondyng that seson was delyvered by the seide Nicholas by force of

his auctorite. Wherefore please hit to youre Lordship to graunte a writte to

be directe to the seid Nicholas Madeley to apere afore you under a certeyn

payne and at a certeyn day by you to be alymyted to be examined of the

lyverie seson that he made by force of the seide dedes, and letter of

attorney made to him, so that by his examination the trewth more verely be

knowen and in the reverens of God and wey of charite.

Bundle 16. No. 44. (In French.)
2

To the Archbishop of Canterbury, Chancellor oj England.

John Corbyn and Katrine his wife petition that whereas the said Katrine

was seised of two parts of the manor of Morff in the county of Stafford

(...) with Henry Morff her father (son piere) and the heirs of the body of

the said Katrine and the said Katrine was seised of the third part of the said

manor . . . heirs as plainly appears by deeds of feoffments made to the

said Katrine ... to whom livery of seisin had been made in the presence
of Henry Corbyn, Richard Brook, William Burnell, Phelipp atte Mere, and

John atte lee, nevertheless the said Henry, the father of the said Katrine,

afterwards with the assent and procurement ... of Humfrey Stafford,

1 This must be John Kempe, Archbishop of Canterbury, who was Chancellor in

1452. See the Chetwynd Chartulary, Vol. XII, Staffordshire Collections, for an

account of Thomas Littelton and his wife Jane. Sir Thomas Littleton was the famous

author of the Tenures.
2 See note at p. 248. As the use of the English language in these petitions

became general in the reign of Henry VI., this petition is probably made to the

Archbishop of Canterbury, who was Chancellor in the years 1399-1407 and 1412,
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chivaler, the elder, had ousted the said Katrine and enfeoflfed the said

Humfrey in the manor to the disinheritance of the said Katrine, and the said

John and Katrine his wife by reason of this alienation had entered into the

said manor, and the said Humfrey had ousted them (lux ent oustast), and

the said witnesses do not dare to speak the truth, out of fear of the said

Humfrey respecting the said seisin, so that Katrine is on the'point of being

disinherited of the said manor, they therefore pray that writs may be issued

directed to the said witnesses to appear before you under a certain penalty

and on a fixed date so that each of them may be examined on the truth of

the said matter, and that their examination may be put on record to do right

to the said petitioners,
"
par dieu et en oevre de charite."

Bundle 17. No. 291.

To the Archbishop of Canterbury, Chancellor of England.
1

A petition in English, much defaced, which appears to be the petition of

William Trussell, kt., respecting his right to the manors of Acton Trussell,

Cublesdon and Sheriff" Hales, and complaining of the proceedings of Sir

Richard Eyton, warden of Tong College, the confessor to Dame Isabel, late

the wife of Sir Fulke de Pembrugge.

Bundle 17. No. 369.

To the Archbishop of'Canterbury^ Chancellor of England.^

Clement Aleyn, brother and heir of Richard Aleyn (whom God assoile)

petitions that whereas the said Richard was seised of certain lands and
tenements in the town of Wolerhainpton in his demesne as of fee, and had
enfifeoffed in them Henry Weite of Wolerhamton to the entent that the

said Henry should refeoff him and his heirs thereof when required, and
after the said Richard had died the petitioner as brother and heir to Richard

had oftentimes required the said Henry to enfeoff him according to his

brother's will,
" which to do he utterly hath refused," he prays a writ of sub

pena to be issued to the said Henry directing him to appear
"
before our lorde

the Kyng in his Chauncerie atte a certeyn day and upon a certeyne peyne by
youre wisdome to be limited, there to be examined upon the mater," etc.

Bundle 19. No. 6.

To the Lord Cardinal Archbishop of York^ and Chauncellor ofIngland?

Sir Morys Berkley, kt., petitions that whereas there were certain

controversies between Johane, late lady of Bergavenny and himself,

1 See note on p. 248.
2
John Kempe, Cardinal Archbishop of York, was Chancellor 28-31 H. VI.

,

viz., January, 1450, to July, 1452.
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respecting the title and possession of the manors of Bordesley, Mere,

Hunesworth, Clent, Northfeld, Cradeley, Oldswynford, Dodston, and the

Castell of Weeley, and view of frankpledge and appurtenances in Aston,

which one Robert Darcy and Bartholomew Brokesby, squiers, nowe both

dead, had held by force of a feoffment made to them by the said late lady of

Bergavenny, by the mediation and "
stering (sic) of meane persons," the said

Sir Morys and the said Robert and Bartholomew had been bound in 1,000

marks unto Richard, Earle of Warrick,
"
to stond to the laude dome and

ordenaunce of the same late Erie, and which the late Erie by his dede

endented tripartyte by the advyse and counseill of John Throkmerton, nowe

dede, and John Vampoge awarded that the seid Sir Morys should holde and

peisible reteigne unto hym, his heires and assignes the seid maners of North-

feld and Cradley and the Castell aforseyd, and xlr. of yerely rent to be graunted

out of the seid manor of Oldswynford in pleyn recompensation and satisfac-

tion of all the third part of alle and eche of the manoirs, castell, and view of

fraunceplegge aforseid, and this notwithstanding James, Erie of Wilts,

claymyng title in the premisses as well by the said lady as by her feffees,

hath sued out now late prevely unwetyng to the seyd Morys a speciale

assise ayenst the same Morys by the which and by grete mayntenaunce and

power he hath recovered the seid manoirs, castelle and viewe of fraunceplegge

contrary unto the seid award and dome, to the grete hinderyng of the seid

Sir Morys, and to his likely disenhitaunce for ever, but he be remedyed by

your gude and specialle lordship in this case. Please your seid gode

Lordshippe the premisses considered and howe for grete power and

mayntenaunce that the seid Erie hath and hath madde, your seid besecher

ys without remedy atte comen lawe to graunt several writtes sub pena direct

into Thomas Hygford, William Berkeswelle, Clerk, and Nicholas Roddy, to

whose hondes the seid obligations and endenture come and in their hondes

yet remaynen as executours of the testament of the seid late Erie of Warric

to apere afore you in the Chauncerie of our Sovereigne lord the King by a

certeyn day by you to be lymyted, there to be examyned and rouled in the

premisses as gode feith and conscience wolle atte reverence of God and in

wey of charite.'
;

Bundle 24. No. 97.

To the Earl of Salisbury, Chauncellour of Englond.^

Thomas, son of John Jorce of Brekenoch, Squyer, petitions that where he

was seised of the maners of Hanchirche, Bloerton and Kyvyell hill in the

countee of Stafford, and land and mede in Beeston co. Notts in his

demesne as of fee, and had enfeoffed in them Thomas Bromewyche, Thurston

Colyer with Humfrey Cotes and Rauff Lyngham now dede in fee to

1 Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, was Chancellor from April, 1454, to March,
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the use and profile of the seid John Jorce and his heires, and afterward the

seid John Jorce in his last wille declarid in his testament and wylle that

anon after his deth, his seid feffes shuld make a sufficiant estate in lawe in and

of the seid maners as is afore declarid to Margret his wyf, for the terme of her

lyf so that after the decesse of the seid Margarete the seid maners, with

lond and mede as is aforeseid, shuld remayne to the seid Thomas Jorce

your seid now pouere suppliant in fee, as by the wylle of the seid John Jorce

his fader so declarid and compresed in his seid testament more pleinly it

apperith. And the seid Humfrey Cotes and Rauff Lyngham dieden and

the seid Margaret died, neon such estate of the seid maners to her at no

tyme by the feffes ne by noon of hem in hir lyf made, after whos decesse

your seid now pore suppliant dyvers tymes hath come to the seid Thomas

Bromewych and Thurston Colyer twoo of the seid feffes and beyng soul

seised in and of the seid maners by the survivour and them hath requyred
for to make astate in and of the seid maners to hym and to his heires

accordyng to the entent and wylle of his seid fader, the whichefor to doothe

seid Thomas Bromwyche and Thurston utterly have denyed and yet doon,

Plese it your good and gracious lordship for to consider these premisses and

how your seid now pouere suppliant hath no remedy etc., to graunte

writtes of sub pena severally to be direct to the seid Thomas Bromewyche
and Thurston Colyer comaundyng them for to appere afore the Kyng our

Soverain lord in his chaunceye atte a certen day upon a certain peyn by your

good lordship to be lymyt and sette and that they thenne ther may be charged
for to make by the help of your seid good lordship the seid astate in and of the

seid maners as it is aforeseid reherced to your seid now pouere suppliant

accordyng to the wylle of his seid fader. As good feith and conscience

requiren and your seid pouere suppliant shall ever pray for you and for

your good estate.

At bottom of petition in another hand is written :

"Memorandum quod quarto die Junii anno r. r. H. sexti XXXII
Rogerus Draycote de Draycote in com. Staff. Gentilman et Johannes

Wyot de Stone in eodem Cornitatu, yoman, coram domino Rege in

Cancellaria sua personaliter constituti . . . videlicet uterque eorum pro

predicto Thoma Jorce quod in casu quo ipsem materiam in hac sup-

plicatione contentam veram probare non poterit tune partibus defendentibus

in hac billa specificatis omnia dampna et expensas que ipsi ea occacione

sustinebunt . . . curia satisfaciant juxta formam statuti inde editi et

provisi."

Bundle 24. No. 135.

To the Earl of Salysbury, Chauncellor of Englond.

Henry Haukyn otherwise Henry Clerk of the towne of Paunton in the

co. of Lincoln petitions that whereas one Richard Haukyn Clerk, Vicar of

the towne of Mawdley in the county of Stafford was seised of five places of
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land containing one hundred acres within the feldes of the seid towne of

Mawdley, had enfeoffed Robert Davy Clerk and Oliver Bromley husbond-
man of the seid towne of Mawdley of the seid five places of land, to the

intent that they should make an estate of the same to the petitioner and his

heirs, they have utterly refused to do so. He prays therefore a writ directed

to them to appear before the Lord the King in his Chauncerie under a

certen penalty, etc.

A memorandum in Latin at the bottom of the petition states that Edward

Browning Clerk and John Yonge on the 3rd May, 32 H. IV.: appeared in

Chancery, and entered into a bond with the said Henry Hawkyn to pay all

costs and expenses if he did not prove his case.

Bundle 26. No. 227.

To William, Bishop of Winchester, Chauncellor ofEnglond.
1

William Maundeville of Ruggeley, co. Stafford, petitions that whereas

[Anneys] wife of Robert Maundeville of Ruggeley had enfeoffed Thomas
Lyot, Vicar of Longdon, Rauf Bromley, Vicar of Ruggeley nowe (sic\

with Richard Ruggeley of Longedon, John Brocton of the same, and one

William Brocton son of the same, John now dead . . . and tenements

in Ruggeley to the entent that after the decease of the said Anneys they
should make estate of the same lands and tenements unto

according to which intent the said Thomas Lyot has made estate unto the

said petitioner, the said Rauf Bromley, though often times required to do the

same, has utterly refused. He therefore prays that a writ of sub pena may
be sent to the said Rauf to appear before the King in his Chancery on a

certain day to be examined of the premises, etc.

Bundle 27. No. 201.

To the Bishop ofExeter, Chancellor of England?

John Cotes Esquyer petitions that whereas on the Monday after the

Feast of All Saints 2 E. IV. at Cobbeley, in the county of Derby, Nicholas

Mountgomery the younger had let to farm to him a pasture called Heymes,
in the parish of Chebbesey, co. Stafford, to be held for a term of 60 years,

for which grant he had paid the said Nicholas ^4, the said Nicholas now

reports that before he let the farm the said pasture . . . John Delves,

1 William Waynflete, Bishop of Winchester, was Chancellor from nth October,

1456, to 7th July, 1460.
2
George Neville, Bishop of Exeter, was Chancellor from 25th July, 1460, to

23rd August, 1463, and again from I4th May, 1464, to I5th March, 1465, when he

became Archbishop of York.

S



254 EARLY CHANCERY PROCEEDINGS.

Esquier, because of which report the said John Delves "by hys myght and

streynthe holdeth and kepeth the seid pasture and woll not suffre your said

beseecher to . . . andoccupie it." He prayed therefore that a writ might
be directed to Nicholas charging him to appear before the King in his

chancery to be examined on the premises, your said beseecher having no

remedy at the common lawe.

The sureties of the petitioner were Richard Humfrey of Shufnale, co.

Salop, gentilman, and Thomas Joce of Hanchirche, co. Stafford, gentilman.

Bundle 28. No. ud 1

To the Bishop ofExeter a?td Chatmcellor ofEngland.

Thomas Chitwode and Issabell his wife petition that whereas one

Richard Nowell of Newbolde . . . was lawfully seised in demesne as

of fee of certain lands and tenements called Newbolde, co. Stafford, in the

Parish of Chebesey, and Richard had issue one Thomas his son and heir

who was married by his said father to one Jane ... by the said father,

and by the friends of the said Jane it was fully agreed that the said Richard

the father after the marriage ... a law-full estate of the said lands and

tenements to the said Thomas his son and to the said Jane his wife . . .

bodies lawfully begotten . .

the said Isabell after the said Jane died, after whose decease the said

Thomas took to wife one Jane and had issue by her ... of the said

lands and tenements aforesaid, after whose death the said Thomas Chitwode

and Isabell ... of the said Thomas the son of Richard in the said

lands and tenements entered and ... in the right of the said Isabell

by virtue of the . . . aforesaid unto the time the said Robert the son of

the said Thomas . . a feoffment by deed thereof to be made by the

said Richard unto one Thomas Onne now dead and Robert Badnall Freest

Parson of the church of Blymhill . . . which Robert Badnall of the

said lands and tenements on the said Robert son of Thomas says . . .

. . (The petitioners pray for a writ in the usual form.)

Bundle 28. No. 117

This is the answer of Robert Badnall, clerk, unto the wyll of Thomas
Chitwode and Isabelle his wyff.

The seid Robert Badnall seith that a dede was made to hym and
Thomas Onne Prest now dede by the seid Richard Nowell now dede the

fadre and that lyvere and seison was made uppon the same dede of all the

londes and tenements rents and services with the appurtenauntes of

1 A portion of this bill of complaint is destroyed.
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the said Richard in Newbolt in the Paressh of Chebsey to the seid Robert

and Thomas Onne and there heires to the use of the seid Richard and his

heires and that the said Robert Bednall (sic) after the deth of Thomas Onne
hath made astate to the seid Thomas Nowell and Johane his later wyff att

the request of the seid Thomas Nowelle of the same londes and tenements.

Bundle 28. No. 202.

To the Bishop of Exeter, Chancellor ofEngland*

Richard Ruggley, cousin and heir of Richard Riggeley (sic] the elder, late

of Longton co. Stafford, petitions that whereas Richard the elder was sole

seised in his demesne as of fee of a messuage and 100 acres of land, 3 acres

of meadow, and 3 acres of wood in Longdon, and had enfeoffed William

Brokton, Richard Brokton, and Ratilyn Worsley in the same, to the intent

that they should make a refeoffment of the same to the said Richard

Riggeley the elder and to his heirs at such time as they were required, and

after which feoffment the said Richard the elder had died, and the said

William and Richard had also died, after whose decease the petitioner had

often times required the said Raulyn to make him an estate of the said

messuage, lands, etc., according to the intent of the feoffor, which he utterly

refuses to do, he prayed therefore for a writ of sub pena directed to the said

Raulyn to appear before the King in his Chancery, to be examined upon the

premises.

The sureties for the prosecution were :

JOHN WOODE of Kele, co. Stafford, armiger, and

JOHN DE KELE, of the same co., the younger, gentilman.

Bundle 28. No. 204.

70 the same Chancellor.

John Bower and Margaret his wife petition that whereas they were

seised of a messuage in Stafford in demesne as of fee, and had enfeoffed one

William Whytgreve in the same in fee to the intent that he should refeoff

them in the same messuage at such time as they should require, and they

had often times requested the said William to make them an estate and to

refeoff them again in the said messuage, the said William utterly hath

refused, they therefore pray that a writ of sub pena may be sent to the said

William to appear in the Chancery to be examined upon the premises.

See note on page 253,

S 2
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Bundle 28. No. 331.

To the Lord Bishop of'Exeter; Chancellor ofEngland}-

James Norres and Alice his wife, late the wife ot William Purdham, now

dead, petition that whereas the said William was seised in his demesne as

of fee of certain lands and tenements in Burton upon Trent, and in full

confidence had enfeoffed John-o-Bothe, Squire, William Dale of Burton upon

Trent, priest, and Roger Bodeworth of the same, priest, in the sa.me, to the

intent that they should re-enfeoff the said Alice at any time they should be

required, and the said Alice had often 'times, since the decease of William

Purdham, required them to do so, they had utterly refused : they prayed
therefore that the said John, William, and Roger might be charged to

appear before the King in his Chancery on the Quindene of St. Michael

next ensuing to answer to the premisses.
The Sureties for the prosecution were :

ROBERT MOLENEUX, of London, gentilman, and

EDMUND MOLENEUX, of London, armiger.

Bundle 28. No. 487.

To the same Chancellor.

Clemence late the wife of Laurence Fiton, knight, petitions that the said

Laurence had enfeoffed the Abbot of Croxton (sic} (Crokesden), in the co. of

Stafford, of 12 messuages, 200 acres of land, and 40 acres of meadow in

Thorp, within the said co., to the intent that the said Abbot should make an

estate to her of the said lands and tenements after the decease of the said

Laurence for the term of her life, with remainder to the right heirs of the

said Laurence, and although she had often times, after the decease of

Laurence, required the Abbot to do so, he had utterly refused, and as she

had no remedy by the common law, she prayed a writ of sub pena to be

directed to the said Abbot to appear before the King in his Chancery to be

examined on the matters aforesaid.

Sureties for the prosecution :

ARNOLD SAVAGE, of London, gentilman, and

PETER LEE, of London, gentilman.

Bundle 28. No. 495.

To the Right Reverend Fader in Godandgracious Lorde Bysshop ofExcestre

Chauncellar ofEngland.

Right mekely besechith your humylle oratour Richard Luson of Wollern-

hampton in the shire of Stafford Squyer that for as mych as oone Richard

1 See note on p. 253.
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Salford late of Wollernhampton beforseyde gentilman with riotes people

unknowyne, in maner of werre with bowys, arrowes, jakkys, saladys,beganders,

gleyves, longedebenes, and other defensible weapons ayenst the Kynge oure

soverain lordes pease of very malice with siche riotes people arraied in maner
of werre as it is byforseide, hath sought your forseid besecher atte Wollern-

hampton beforseyde and atte many other places within the seide shire and

yit dayly doth vouly to destroye hym in his body and goodes soo that for

drede of deth he nor his servaunts der not but in previtee come intoo the

seide shire ne unto noo place nye to the same, where uppon please youre

gracious Lordesshippe to considre the premysses and there uppon of your

goode grace to graunt a commyssion to certeyne persones that they be

vertu therof may have power to take the forseide Richard Salford and

bryge hym byfore the Kynge in his Chauncerie there to be examyned and
aunswered uppon the peyne conteyded yn the Kynges statutes made agenst

ryotourys, and also to fynde sufficeant suertee to kepe the peas to your
forseide beseecher and to alle the Kynges peeple, for the love of God and yn

wey of cheritee.

Bundle 29. No. 147.

To the Bishop of Exeter, Chancellor ofEngland.

Richard of Clyve and Margaret his wife, late the wife of Rauf Maxesfeld,

petition that wheras the said Rauf was seised of the manor of Mere and of

divers lands and tenements, rents and services in Mere, Radwood, Merewey,

Sydway, Aston, Chesterton, Audeley, Norburgh, Geryngeshalle, Bertherton

and Stretton, and a wood called Norton wode in the co. of Stafford, and had
enfeoffed in them one William Hore clerk, John Wode of Kele, William

Wode, and others in fee, to the intent that whereas the said Rauf was
indebted to divers creditors, and also had made a will in his lifetime that

divers persons should have . . . somes of money, which debts and will

. . to the sum of ^56, that they with the issues and profits of the said

manor and lands should pay the creditors and perform the will of the said

Rauf, the names of ... and the names of them that the said Rauf
made his will unto, shall appear before you at the day of their appearance
and over that the intent of the said feoffment was that the said William

Hore, John and William Wode with the issues and profits . . . manor
lands and tenements should find and sustain Hugh Maxesfeld, Richard

Maxesfeld, and John Maxesfeld, sons unto the said Rauf and Margarete,
and one Alys daughter of the said Rauf and Margarete,

"
lyke gentlemens

childer
" unto the time they came . .

'

."* they might be able to help
themselves which children remain in the keeping of the said orators by the

cause abovesaid and the eldest of them is. not past the age of seven years,

and the said orators . . . Rauf to find them with, and also the intent

of the said feoffment was that the said William Hore clerk, John and
William Wode anon uppon the death of the said Rauf should endowe
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lawfully the said Margaret . . . the said manors, lands, and tenements

without any cost or suit to be made by her in the law, which the said William

Hore clerk, John Wode and William Wode have utterly refused to do, and

also your said orators be greatly hurt and damaged inasmuch the said Rauf

died intestate, and the administration was committed by the ordinary unto

the said Margarete, and all such goods as came to the possession of the said

Margarete by the death of the said Rauff exceed not to the value of five

marks, and so your said orators have been vexed sued and grieved by the

said creditors in the law for be cause of non payment of the debts of the

said Rauff as above said, wherefore it please your good lordship, the

premisses tenderly considered and that your said orators be without remedy
at the common law to grant several writs of sub pena under a certain pain to

be made and directed to the said William Hore clerk, John Wode and

William Wode to appear before your lordship in the Kings Chancery at a

certain day by your lordship limited, there to be examined upon the premises
and all the circumstances of the same as good faith and conscience

requireth in that behalf, and that at the reverence of God and in way of

charity.
1

Bundle 32. No. 300.

To the most Reverend Father in God andgood aadgracious Lord the Arch-

bishop of York, Primate and Chancellor ofEngland?

Meekly beseecheth your most good and gracious lordship your continual

orator and servant Rauff Wolseley, that whereas he was and yet is seised of

certain land within the Parish of Wolseley in theco. of Stafford, within parcel
of which lands divers tenants of Sir John Greseley of custom have had
common in the open time of the year, that is to say from Michaelmas to

Candlemass, and as it is so, most gracious lord that the King our sovereign
lord hath given and granted licence to the said Rauf to enclose and to make
a park of all the said lands, whereupon, most gracious lord, your said orator

agreed with the forsaid tenants of Sir John Greseley that they should leave

their common there and have common in as much land of his in any other

place, whereunto the said tenants agreed, and after that the said Rauf paled
in all the said land, and now since, most gracious lord, variance is fallen

between the said Sir John Greseley and the said Rauf, whereupon the said Sir

John and others his kinsmen have broke down the said pale, and for as much
as your said orator sued the said Sir John Greseley and the other transgressors
by an action of trespass for the same according to the common law of this

land, they of very malice, against all right and conscience, your said orator

being at Caleys in the king's service, have caused your said orator, and also
Thomas Wolseley his father, which is aged and impotent, to be indicted of

1 The spelling has been modernized, but the language has not been altered.
2
George Neville, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor from I5th March, 1465,

to 8th June, 1467, and again from gth October, 1470, to I4th April, 1471.
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felony, wherefore please it, your said most good and gracious lordship, the

premisses considered, to grant a certiorari to remove the said indictment ^
afore your lordship in your Chancery, or else into the King's Bench, so that / Vj L"

ther be no processe made upon the same against your said orator whilst he

is in the king's service beyond the sea. And your said orator shall pray
God for your most good and gracious lordship.

1

Bundle 33. No. 285.

To the Archbishop of York, Primate and Chancellor ofEngland?
1

Petition of John Hodelstone cousin and heir to one William Leventhorp,

Esquire that is to say son and heir to Elizabeth, daughter and heir to the said

William, that whereas one Richard Hunte, clerk, was late seised of 120 acres

of land, 20 acres of meadow, 40 acres of wood, and ^10 of rent in Wednesbury,

Fynchespathe, Tibynton, and Dorlaston, in the co. Stafford, which were

sometime Roger Hillary's, Knight, in his demesne as of fee to the use and

behof of the said William Leventhorpe, which Richard, at the request of the

same William, the I5th of March in the 1 3th year of the reign of Henry, late

in deed but not in right, King of England, the sixth, by his deed granted the

said lands to John Sutton Lord Dudley, Thomas Erdyngton, kt, by the

name of Thomas Erdyngton, John Leventhorp, son of John Leventhorp the

elder, and Hugh Wrottesley, yet living, with others now dead, to them and

their heirs for ever to the use of the same William Leventhorp, and to the

intent that after the decease of the said William, Jane his wife should have

the same for her life if she lived after his decease without husband, and if

she took another husband, that then the right heirs of the same William

should have the said lands and rents to them and their heirs. And the same

William Leventhorp died, after whose decease the said Jane took to husband

Henry Beamond, and after the same Henry died, after whose decease the

same Jane took to husband Charles Nowell, and after the said Elizabeth,

mother of the said John Hudleston, died, after whose decease, and after that

the said Jane had taken to husband the said Charles Nowell, the said John
Hodelstone has often times required the said Lord Dudley, Thomas

Erdyngton, John Leventhorp, and Hugh Wrottesley to make estate to him

and to his heirs of the said lands, and that they that to do deny and refuse,

he prays that the Chancellor should grant writs directed one to the said Lord

Dudley, another to the said Thomas Erdyngton, another to the said John

Leventhorp, and others to the said Hugh Wrottesley charging them to

appear before the King in his Chancery to be examined in and of the

premises.

1
Ralph Wolseley was Victualler of Calais in the early part of the reign of

Edward IV. In 8 E. IV. he was appointed Baron of the Exchequer (Pell Issues). .

2 See note on p. 258.
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Bundle 33. No. 284.

This is the answer of John Sutton Lord Dudley unto the bille of John
Hodelstone.

First, wheire hit is sunnytted by the same bille that Richard Hunt clerk

was late seased of 120 acres of land 20 acres of medowe 40 acres of woode,

and ^TO of rent with the appurtenaunces in Wednesbury (here Lord Dudley

repeats the complaint of John Hodelstone word for word).

Therto the seide John Lord Dudley saith that the saide Richard Hunt

clerk never gave nor graunted the saide londes medowe woode ne rent with

the appurtenaunces noo parcelle of theym to hym in inaner and forme as is

surmytted by the same bille, and if the said Lord shulde make astate of the

said londes medowe woode and rent or any parcelle thereof the saide Lord

understondeth nott what hurt it shoulde be to hym and his heires or to any
other persone which mater the said Lord is redi to prove as this Court will

award. And he prayeth to be dismyssed oute of this Courte with his costes

and damage for his wrongfulle veration accordyng to the statute in such

case provided.

This is the replication of John Huddelstone unto the answer of John
Sutton Lord Dudley.

The seid John Huddelston seith that the seid Richard Hunt clerk gafe
and graunted the seid londes medowes wode and rent with the appurtenaunces
unto the seid John Sutton Lord Dudley and others in maner and forme as in

the seid bille of the seid John Huddelstone is specified which mater he is

redy to averre as this Court will awarde, and prayeth that the same John
Sutton Lord Dudley and others his co. feoffes may be compelled to make
astate thereof unto the seid John Huddelstone as conscience requireth.

Bundle 33. No. 286.

This is the answer of John Leventhorp to the bylle of complayntes of

John Hudelston, cousin and heyre to William Leventhorp.

The said John Leventhorp saith that where it is surmitted by the said

bille that Richard Hunt clerk schold have been seased of the said landes

medowes wode and rent specified in ye same bille in his demene as of fee

to the use and behowe of the said William Leventhorp and so seased shold

by his dede have geven and graunted alle the said londes medowes etc. to

John Sutton Lord Duddeley Thomas Erdyngton and to ye said John
Leventhorpe and Hugh Wrottesley to thentent that after the decesse of the

said William, Jane his wyfe schold have the said londes medowes etc. for

the terme of her life if sche lived sole after his decesse withoute husbond and
if sche toke another husbond that then ye right heires of the said William
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schold have the said londes, medowes, etc. to them and to there heires thereto

the said John Leventhorpe saith that the entent of the same gyft and graunte

was that alle the revenuts and profits of the said londes medowes etc.,

schold be taken and payed for the satisfaction and contentation of the dettes

of the said William Leventhorpe unto such tyme as ye same detts were

payed and the said dettes payed, the said feoffes shold make astate in

maner and forme as is conteyned in the said bille, and the said John

Leventhorpe saith that the said William Leventhorpe tyme of ye same gyfte

and graunt and also- tyme of his decees was endetted to ye said John

Leventhorp in the surnme of ^296, wich is yette unpayed, and the same

John Leventhorpe saith that after the said summe be satisfied and payed to

hym, he wille be ready to make astate of the same londes, medowes,
woode and rent unto the said John Hodelstone accordynge to the said .

. and will of the said William Leventhorp.

This is the replication of John Hodelstone to the answer of John

Leventhorpe.

The said John Hodelstone saith that where it is alegged by the said John

Leventhorpe in his said answer that thentent of the same gyfte and graunte
was that all the reveneus and profits comynge of the said londes, medowes,
wode and rent shold be taken and paied for the satisfaction and contentation

of the dettes of the said William Leventhorpe unto sach tyme as the same

dettes wer paid, and the said dettes paid the said feffes shold make estate in

maner and forme as itt is contened in the bille of the said John Hodelstone.

Thereto the said John Hodelstone saith that he is redy to content the said

John Leventhorp of the said some of ,296, with that the same John

Leventhorp and other his cofeffes make estate in the said londes and

tenements in the said bille specified to the said John Hodelstone and his

heeres, in maner and fourme as is desired by his said bille wherefor the same

John Hodelstone prayeth that the same John Leventhorpe and other his

cofeffes be compelled to make to the said John Hodelstone the said

estate.

Bundle 33. No. 517.

To the uwste Reverend Fader in God and ful noble and gracious Lorde the

Archebisshop of Yorke, Chaunceler of'England.
1

Besecheth mekely your humble servante Robert Caldecote that where

one William Mitton Escuier late Shirrief of the Counte of Stafford from

the feste of Seint Michael the xxxvi yere of Herry the sixte late in dede and

not in right Kynge of Englonde unto the feste of Seeynt Michel thanne

next followynge
2 was indetted unto the Kynge oure liege lorde that nowe

is atte the end of his accompte of the said Shirreswike in xvi/z. and more

1 See note at p. 258.
2 William Mitton was sheriff of Staffordshire in 1457.
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wherefore oon Reynold Soudeley attourney of the said Shirrief in the

same accompt shuld have be commytted to the Marshalles warde of the

Eschequier and have paid to hym every day vi-r. viii</. for his fee .... hed

bene content : it was so that oon Robert Foster solicitor to the Erie of

Northumberland that laste deid late wardeyne of the Este Marches had a

taile of xvli/z. arrered upon the said late Shirrief of the issues of his bailly

for the said Estmarches and delivered it unto youre said besecher that tyme

depute of the seid late Shirrief in the seid Estmarches to resteyne for

hym the commaundement of the Courte after the fourm of the statute and

required payment of the said taille. Whereupon the aforesaid Reynold

Soudeley desired youre said besecher to deliver hym the said taille that he

myght ley it unto the Courte for his discharge promittynge youre said besecher

that the aforesaid late Shirrief shuld content hym wel and truly with muche
thanke. And so the said taille is allowed to the said Shirrey. And after-

ward the said late Shirrief came to London, and youre said besecher spake
with hym and desired payment of hym of the said xvi//. whereupon he

paide to youre said besecher xls. in party of payment and desired of hym
to spare hym longer of the remenaunte and he shuld be truly paied. And
the next terme after he sent to hym xxs. more by one Thomas Swynshede
and nowe the said late Shirrief refuseth to pay eny more money of the

duetee aforesaid where youre said besecher is chargeable unto the aforesaid

Robert Forster of the said xvi//. in as much as he delivered the said taille unto

youre said Besecher as deputee unto the said late Shirrief and so he hathe

paied hym parte thereof and is bounde for the remenaunte to hym by his

obligatun. And youre said bisechercan have none action by the lawe nor no
scire facias agenst the said late Shirrief upon the allowaunce of the said taille

for as much as the said late Wardeyne is dede intestate and atteynte by
auctorite of parliament and made none exsecutours. And the said late

Shirrief hath aspied and so delayeth youre said besecher of his payment so

that he is like to lose xviii//. that is behyndeof the said xvi//. withoute that

he be holpen by youre gode lordship and by the Courte of conscience.

Wherefore please it youre gode lordeship the premisses considered to graunte
a writte to be directed unto the said William Mitton late Shirrief chargyng

hym to appere afore the Kynge in his Chauncery at a certayne day and
under a payne by youre gode lordship to be limited there to answere to the

premisses and to do and zesteyne that the Couite shall require in that

behalf atte the reverence of God and in wey of charite.

Bundle 36. No. 28.

To the Archbishop of York and Chancellor ofEngland.
1

Sheweth and complayneth unto your good lordship Rauff Longford
Squyer that whereas Sir Nicholas Longford Knygtht late deceased whose
brother and heir the said Rauf is by his life enfeoffed the right reverend

1 See note at p. 258.
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Father in God John Bishop of Chester with others in all the manors, lands,

and tenements that the said Nicholas had in the shires of Lancaster,

Stafford, Derby, Warwick, Lincoln and Salop, by force of which feoffment

they were seised to the entent that they should re-enfeoff the said Nicholas

to have and to hold to him and to his heirs the said manors lands and

tenements. And the said Sir Nicholas is deceased and the said Rauf his

brother and heir hath oftentimes required the said Bishop to make
estate according to the said will of the said Sir Nicholas of all the said

manors lands etc. And the said Bishop it to do denyeth and refuses and

your said complainer is without remedy by the course of the common law

without your good lordship to him beschewen in this behalf. Wherefore

please it your lordship the premisses considered to graunt a writ sub pena
direct unto the said Bishop commanding him by the same to appear before

the King in his Chancery at a certain day upon a certain payne by your

lordship to be limited to answer the premisses and to take further direction

as right and conscience require.
1

Sureties for the prosecution :

JOHN SMYTH, of London, yoman ;

WILLIAM JONYS, of the same, Smyth.

Bundle 36. No. 27.

This is the answer of John Bisshope of Chester to the bille of Rauf

Langford.

The said Bysshop saith by protestation that the said bille is unsufficient

to answere unto but for declaration of the trouth in the premisses he saith

that dyvers of the said maners lands and tenements be holden of hym as in

the right of his Bysshoprike of Chester by Knyghtes serveis and over that he

saith that he never toke astate by the seid feffement ne agreed to be feffed

in the said maners, lands and tenements but utterly disagreeth and

disdayneth anything to have in theym by the reason of the said feffement

Alle which maters he is redy to prove as the Courte wille award and praieth

to be dismyssed oute of this Courte with his resonable costs for his wrong-
fulle vexation in this behalfe.

Bundle 39. No. 87.

To the Bishop of Bath, Chancellor ofEngland?

John Greseley Kt. and Margaret his wife and Elizabeth daughter of the

said Margaret petition that whereas the said Margaret when she was sole

1 The spelling of this petitioner has been modernized.
a
John Stafford, Bishop of Bath and Wells, was Chancellor 1433 to 1443, and

Robert Stillington, Bishop of Bath and Wells, was Chancellor 1467 to 1470, and

again in 1471.
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bought of John Delves the marriage of Richard son and heir of the said

John to be married to the said Elizabeth paying for the said marriage to the

said John Delves 300 marks of which sum the said Margaret paid to him

260 marks whereupon the said Richard and Elizabeth were married together

the said Richard then being within age of 10 years and the said Elizabeth

within the age of 4 years and .... toke between the said John
Delves and Margaret that the same John should take to wife the said

Margaret for which the said John Delves granted and for more security

swore upon a book to pay to the said Margaret or to such person as she

would assign the said 260 marks for to repay to such persons as had
"
chenysshed

"
it of and to pardon the residue of the said 300 marks and took

her to wife during which espousals the said John Delves enfeoffed one

Thomas Hunt in fee in all his lands and tenements in the Counties of Chester

and Stafford to the yearley value of 200 marks to the entent to perform his will

and the said Thomas Hunt afterwards by the will and command of the said

John Delves refeoffed the said John and Margaret in the manor of Dudington
co Chester parcell of the said lands and certain lands and tenements in the

town of Weston co Chester to the yearley value of 10 parcel of the said

lands and tenements, the said Thomas granted to the said John Delves and

Margaret . . . of 6 years .... beginning at Monday next after

the Feast of St. Gregory the Pope the 7th year of Hen. 6 the remainder

. . . . 6 years to the foresaid Richard and Elizabeth and to the heirs

male of the said Richard of the body of the said Elizabeth and of all the

residue of the said lands and tenements except the manor of Crakemersshe

co Stafford the said Thomas by the command of John Delves enfeoffed

Rauf Eggerton, William Lee and the said Margaret to the entent that the

said Margaret after the death of the said John should retain . . . sole,

the profits of the said residue, that is to say to the value of her reasonable

dower . . . 2ist day of April the 7th year of the reign of the said

King the said John Delves died . . . after whose death the said

Richard was in the governance of the said Margaret and after of the said

John Greseley and Margaret for 4 years . . . force of arms came to the

manor of the said John Greseley and took . . . the said Richard

. . . and to refuse the said Elizabeth his wife and the said Rauf and

Richard now for 6 years have occupied all the said lands and tenements in

Weston 1

the first week of Lent last past with great multitude of people unknown

arrayed after the manner of war . . . disseised the said John Greseley

and Margaret of the manor of Dodyngton and took certain goods of the said

John Greseley to the value of ,100 . . . yet held and occupied with

great strength, and the said Rauf continually since the death of the said

John Delves has occupied and taken the profits of all the residue of all the

1 In the case of infant marriages, either party could repudiate the contract at the

age of 14 years, which was the age of consent.
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lands and tenements ... on the said manors of Dodyngton and

Crakemersshe and the tenements in Weston to the yearly value of ...
marks not suffering the aforesaid Margaret while she was sole nor the said

John Greseley and Margaret after they were wedded

writs severally to be directed to the said Rauf and Richard . . . to be

examined on the premisses . .

Bundle 39. No. 88.

To the Bishop of Bath, Chancellor ofEngland.
1

John Gresley, knight, and Margaret his wife, sometime wife to Thomas

Massy, esquier, petition that whereas the said Thomas and Margaret were

seised in their demesne as of fee of certain tenements called Wodorchard in

the town of Aldeleme and of all the other lands and tenements that descended

to the said Thomas from John Massy, knight, the father of the said Thomas,
within the co. of Chester, after the death of the said Thomas one Geffrey

Massy, knight, entered into a part of the said lands and tenements claiming
them and the remainder of the same as brother and heir of the said Thomas,

upon which the said Geffrey and Alice his mother upon the one part and the

said Margaret on the other part were bound over in an obligation of 1,000

marks to stand to the rule of James Holt, apprentice of law, and the said

James had awarded amongst other matters that the said Margaret should

have and enjoy for her life certain tenements in Tatton to the yearly value of

^15, the said Geffrey after the above award took out of the possession of

the said James by force the said bond and then entered and ejected the

petitioners out of three messuages in Tatton to the value of 34^. 4^. parcel of

the said ,15 worth of land, on the Fe'ist of St. Martin in the twelfth year of

the present King and also from the Feast of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
in the eighth year of King Henry, the father of the King that now is, up to

this day the said Geffrey by force has kept the said Margaret out of all the

said tenements called Wodorchard of the yearly value of 4 marks
; the

petitioners pray therefore the Chancellor to grant a writ directed to the said

Geffrey commanding him to appear before the King in his Chancery to be

examined upon these premisses, etc.

Bundle 40. No. 115.

To the Bishop ofBath and Wells, Chancellor ofEngland^

William Poulet Esq.. and Isabella his wife, late wife of Edward Harecourt,

petition that on a marriage to be solemnized between the said Edward and

Isabel, she having great possessions and goods, one Richard Harecourt,

1 See note at p. 263.
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knight, father of Edward, granted in presence of Richard Chokke, knight,

John Fitz James, Richard Vonelle, William Reynor, Walter Parys and others

to make an estate of lands and tenements to the yearly value of 100 marks to

the said Edward and Isabella, viz., before the Feast of Pentecost next follow-

ing after the marriage, lands and tenements to the yearly value of ,40 for

both their lives, and after the decease of the said Sir Richard Harecourt lands,

etc., to the yearly value of 40 marks for both their lives, which marriage was

afterwards made i6th January, 10 Ed. IV. and Edward had issue by Isabella

a daughter named Margaret, yet alive, in the charge of the said suppliants as

well for her maintenance as for her marriage, and besides which the said

Edward spent of the goods he had with the said Isabella his wife 200 marks

and more and died. And the said Edward and Isabella had divers times

required the said Sir Richard Harecourt to perform his promise as above

said. And the said William and Isabella, after the death of the said Edward)
had divers times required Sir Richard to make an estate to the said Isabella

to the value of ,40 for the term of her life, and after the decease of the said

Sir Richard, lands, etc., to the yearly value of 40 marks for the term of her

life according to his promise aforesaid, which the said Sir Richard has at all

times refused to do, contrary to his said promise, whereupon the said peti-

tioners can have no remedy by the course of the common law : they prayed
therefore for a writ of subpena to be directed to the said Sir Richard Hare-

court, commanding him to appear before the King in his Chancery to answer

to the premises and to abide such directions as shall be thought by your lord-

ship to be most according to reason, right conscience, etc.

Bundle 40. No. 114.

Sir Richard Harecourt in his answer states he made no such grant or

promise, as he is ready to prove as the Court will award, and prays to be

dismissed out of this Court, with his reasonable costs for this wrongful
vexation had on this account.

Bundle 40. No. 113.

William Poulet and Isabella his wife in their reply to Sir Richard's answer

repeat the same story, and pray that the said Sir Richard may be compelled

by the rule of the Court to make to the said Isabella an estate for the term

of her life as reason and good conscience shall require.

Bundle 40. No. 245.

To the Bishop of Bath, Chancellor of England.*-

John Stanley, knight, petitions that whereas one John Russell, late of

Tamworth, co. Stafford, was seised in his demesne as of fee of three mes-

1 See note at p. 263.
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suages in the town of Tarnworth, and had sold the reversion of them to the

petitioner, reserving one of them to Alice his wife if she should survive him,

and the reversion thereof after the death of the said Alice to belong to the

petitioner and the said John Russell for the accomplishment of the premisses

had enfeoffed John Geffray, John Hodnet, and Piers Corveser of Tamworth,
to the intent that they should make an estate to the petitioner accordingly,

and the said John Russell had died, the said Alice being then alive, and John

Geffray had died, and the petitioner had often required the said John Hodnet

and Piers Corveser yet living to make estate of the three messuages according

to the intent of John Russell, which they have refused to do
;
he prays

that writs of sub pena may be directed to the said John Hodnet and Piers

Corveser, commanding them to appear before the King in his Chancery to

answer to the petitioner, etc.

Bundle 41. No. 176.

To the Right Reverend Father in God, the Bishop of Bathe and Welles,

Chauncellor of EnglandJ-

Besecheth mekely your good and gracious lordship your humble orator

Humfrey Yonge that whereas he was soole seased of a tenement with appur-
tenances in Stafford in his demesne as in fee and he soo seased of grete trust

enfeffed oon Humfrey Whitgreve in the seid tenement with appurtenance to

the entent that the same Humfrey Young (sic] shuld make a refeffment unto

your said orator at all such tyme as he by hym shuld be there unto requyred.
It is soo gracious lord that your seid besecher hath often tymes required the

seid Humfrey Whitgreve to make him astate in the said tenement with

appurtenances according to the entent aforesaid which to do he hath utterly

refused and refuseth ayenst all right and conscience. Wherfor please your
said lordship to give a. sub pena to be directed to the said Humfrey to appere
afore the Kyng in his Chauncerie at a certeyn day by your Lordship lymyted
there to doo and be reuled as right and conscience requireth for the love of

God and in wey of charite. And your said besecher shall ever pray to God
for you.

Pleg. de ps :

THOMAS GRAY, de London, clericum.

THOMAS MALPAS, de eadem, yoman.

Bundle 42. No. 16.

To Robert, Bishop of Bath and Welles, Chancellor of England.
1

Richard Maxfeld, son and heir of Rauf Maxfeld, petitions that whereas the

said Rauf was seised in his demesne as of fee of the manor of Mere and lands,

1 See note at
p. 263,
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etc., in Geryngsal, Chesterton, Newcastle, Aston and other places named, and
had enfeoffed one Hugh Egerton, esq., and John Wode, gentilman, to the

intent that after the decease of the said Rauf they should take 20 of the

issues thereof for the marriage of Alis daughter of the said Rauf. . . ^25
for the payment of the debts of the said Rauf. . . one Margaret the wife

of William Bedulle and daughter of the said John Wode. . . have en-

feoffed the said Margaret of five acres of land and 6 acres of meadow in

Mere and 80 acres of land and 8 acres of meadow. . . for the term of her

life. . . the said Richard, being son and heir to the said Rauf, has often

times required the said feoffees to make an estate to him and to his heirs of

the said manor, lands and tenements according to the will of his father. . .

And the suppliant has no remedy by the common law, he prays writs of sub

pena to be directed to the said Hugh and John Wode, and also to the said

William Bedulle and Margaret, commanding them to appear before the King
in his Chancery to answer to the premisses.

Bundle 42. No. 30.

To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Chancellor of England.

Thomas Littleton petitions that whereas he had purchased the reversion

of certain lands and tenements in Staffordshire of John Merston and Rose,
1

his wife, after their decease, and in especial the reversion of an annual rent

of xxiis
1

. from certain lands in the town of Colton, which Sir John Greseley,

knt., then had and still possesses as by a Fine levied more plainly appears,

and afterwards the said John Merstone and Rose by their deed under their

seals granted and let all the said lands and rent to Sir Christofer

Godesmyth, chapelein and to divers others all their estate for the term of

their lives to the use of the said Thomas, yielding to the said John and

Rose a certain annual rent during their lives, and the said John afterwards

died, and the said Rose survived him, and the said Sir John Greseley, by
virtue of the said deed, has paid to the petitioner the said annual rent of

xxiij. except for two years and a half, which was due in the lifetime of the

said Rose, and the petitioner has often after the decease of the said Rose

required Sir John Greseleye to pay to him the arrears of the said rent of

two and a half years, and which he has refused to do, and the petitioner has

no remedy by the common law, he prays that a writ of sub pena may be

directed to the said Sir John Greseleye to appear before the King in his

Chancery to answer to the premises. Surety for the prosecution :

JOHN WYLKYS, of London, Gentilman.

1 See Vol. XII, Staffordshire Collections, p. 326. Rose was the daughter and

heiress of the last Wasteneys of Tixall. Thomas Littleton was afterwards a

Justice of the Common Pleas and the Author of the Tenures.
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Bundle 44. No. 221.

To the Right Worship/nil and Right Reverend Fade? in God the Bisshop o

Bathe, Chaunceler of England.^

Mekely besechith your pore and contynuelle bedmon Thomas
Hawkyns Dean of Stafford the which is of the foundation of the Kyng our

soverayn lord that where he and alle his predecessours oute of tyme of

mynde have be peasibly seased of alle and ane tithes comyng and growyng
of certeyn pastures and arrible land withynne the meris and boundys of the

parisshe of the same Deanery called the Hyde feldys unto the tyme that

nowe . . . one John Eltam Vicar of Coppenhale withynne the Deanery of

Penkeryche hathe troubled anoyed and spoyled your Besecher of and in his

possession in the said tithes by force and riotes myght carying out of the

said feldes and ledyng away a wayne lode of whete that was severed from

the IXth partye and your said Besecher and his predecessours have non

other juge nor ordynarie withynne this Realme to complayn nor to sue for

reformation of eny wrongis or injuries to theym doon savyng to the Chaunceler

of England for the tyme beyng. Wherefor please hit your gracious lordship

these premysses graciously to consider and thejeuppon to graunt a writ of

sub pena to be directed to the seid John Eltam commaundyng and chargyng

hym uppon peyn to be assigned by your good lordship to appere before the

Kyng in his chauncery at the meys of Ester next comyng, ther to answere to

the premisses and ther to be ruled to do alle that good feith, reason, and

conscience requiren for the love of God and in way of charite.

Bundle 45. No. 128.

To the Bishop of Rochester, Keeper of the King's Great Seal?

Robert Barbour, son of John Barbour, of Stafford, Gentleman, petitions

that whereas the said John before he died was seised in demesne as of fee

amongst other manors, lands and tenements, of the manor of Haseley beside

Berkswyche, and had enfeoffed John Eyton Esq., now dead, Thomas Hexstall

and William Albyn, clerk, of the said manor with the appurtenances to them

and to their heirs for ever, and by his last will, after the feoffment so made,
willed that Joan Barbour wife to the said John Barbour and mother of the

petitioner should have the said manor for the term of her life, and after

her death it should remain to the petitioner and his heirs .... died,

after whose death Humfrey Barbour the eldest son of the said John and

brother to the petitioner, by cunning and assent of the said Thomas Hexstall,

has entered into the said manor and the said Thomas Hexstall, knowing the

will of the said John Barbour, has enfeoffed him and his heirs in all the estate

he had in the said manor of Haseley against all right and good conscience, and

1 See note at p. 263.
2
John Alcock, Bishop of Rochester, was Keeper in June, 1473, and April, 1475,

and from August, 1485, to March, 1486.

T
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the said William Albyn has been required by the petitioner to make him and
his heirs an estate according to the said will and has refused to do so, he

prays that writs of sub pena may be sent to the said Thomas, William and

Humfrey commanding them to appear before the King in his Chancery, so

that they may be compelled to make an estate unto the said Joan for the

term of her life in the said manor of Haseley and the remainder thereof to

the petitioner, according .to the last will of the said John Barbour.

Bundle 45. No. 192.

To the Bishop ofBath, Chancellor ofEngland.
1

Thomas Nevowe of Rideware petitions that as he was in making and
of "reryng heigh at Houndesacre in Goddes pees and the Kynges," there

came thither Waulter Griffith, son of John Griffith, kt., Richard Spencer of

Houndesacre, James Spencer, Ris Taillow of Whichenore, Richard Lane of

Alrewas, Thomas Chaumberleyn of Whichenore, John Gardyner of Tonstall,

Henry Base of Frodesley, John Fraunceys of Alrewas, Richard Edward,
of Barton, William Roos of Whichenore, William Hubard of Alrewas, John
of Chaumbre, John Bancroft and John Coltman, servants of the said Sir John

Griffith, with many other unknown persons to a great number, by the

commandment of the said Sir John Griffith, and there in riotous manner

sought the said Thomas Nevowe to have slain him, if he had not by Gods

grace
" voided and fledde them and never sithen durst be seyne in his owen

contrey for drede of betyng or of losyng of his lyf unto his grete hyndryng
and perpetuall destruction," he prays therefore that he may have sufficient

surety of the peace for him and all the Kings people as well of the said Sir

John Griffith as of all other persons named above.

Bundle 47. No. 268.

7o the Right Reverent Fader in God the Bisshop oj Rocestre and Keper oj

the Grete Sealle?

Humble shewith unto your Lordship youre oratour Thomas Priour of

Stone of the Counte of Stafford that where as oone Walter Gryffith knyth

and Shiref of the said Counte of Stafford haith withoute cause resonable

takyn youre seid suppliant and hym emprisoned and as yet kepith hym in

pryson ayenst alle righte faith and goode conscience and unto the uttermost

undoying of your seid suppliant withoute youre gracious lordeship be shewith

in this behalfe wher for pleasith youre goode and gracious lordshipp the

premisses tenderly to consider and to graunte a writ of "corpus cum causa"

to be directed to the seid Walter Gryffith commandyng hym by the same to

1 See note at p. 263.
a See note at p. 269.
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remove the body of youre seid suppliant with the cause of his imprisonement
to appere affore the Kyng in his courte of his Chauncere at suche day as

pleasyth your Lordeship to lymette ther to be examinedde of the cause of

the said imprisonment and this for the loffe of God and in way of charite.

Bundle 47. No. 283.

To the same.

Robert Tyndale and Joan his wife petition that whereas one John

Broughton, father of the said Joan was seised of a messuage and 20 acres of

land in Tamworth, and had enfeoffed one Robert Pillesworth of Lichefeld in

the same, to the intent that he should re-enfeoffthe said Joan, the said Robert

Pillesworth refuses to do so against good faith and conscience, they pray
therefore for a writ of subpena to be sent to the said Robert Pillesworth to

appear before the King in his Chancery to be examined of the premisses.

Bundle 48. No. 73.

To Laurence
', Bishop of Durham, Chancellor of Engla?id.

'

John Hudgrey, of Coventry, petitions that whereas one Robert Oker

(Okeover), executor of the will of Edmund Oker, met with him at Derby,
and brought an action of debt for loos, before the Bailifs there against the

petitioner, surmising by the same that the petitioner should be executor of

Robert Hudgrey his father, that the said Robert Hudgrey 20 years ago had
been surety and debtor unto one John Plaster for the said sum, whereupon
the petitioner would have waged his law,

2 because the petitioner is

dwelling in Coventry, and has no knowledge or friendship at Derby, the

said Robert Oker proposes to condemn the petitioner in the said ioo>y., and

he cannot be admitted to his waging of his law contrary to all right and good
conscience. He prays therefore for a writ of

"
certiorari

"
to be sent to the

said Bailiffs, commanding them to certify up the said cause afore your Lord-

ship in the King's Chancery, etc.

' Laurence Booth, Bishop of Durham, was Chancellor from 27th July, 1473? to

25th February, 1475.
2 The wager of law was still in use for the denial of a debt or summons : the

defendant would bring a witness to deny the debt, and the plaintiff would bring two

in support of his claim ; the defendant would then bring a second witness on his

behalf, and the plaintiff would produce two more to support the claim, and so on up
to twelve. If the defendant could produce twelve witnesses, the verdict was given in

his favour.

T 2
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Bundle 48. No. 311.

To the Bishop of Durham, Chancellor ofEngland.

Thomas Blount, of Burton upon Trent, petitions that whereas he had

taken to wife Agnes daughter of John Billyngton, which John was seised of

certain lands and tenements in Burton and Stretton co. Stafford, in demesne

as of fee, and had enfeoffed in them Sir William Dale, Priest, John Blount,

the father of the petitioner, and Richard Chavenay of Mountsorell, to the entent

that after the death of the said John Billyngton they should make estate of

the said lands, etc., to the said Thomas and Agnes and to the heirs ofAgnes,

and the said John Blount and Richard Chavenay had died, so that the said

Sir William is sole seised of the lands, etc., and John Billyngton and Agnes
his daughter had both died, and though the petitioner had often required

the said Sir William to make him an estate according to the intent aforesaid,

be utterly refused to do so. He therefore prayed his lordship to grant a

writ of sub pena directed to the said Sir William commanding him to appear

before the King in his Chancery
" ther to doo and receyve as trouth and

gude conscience requiren in that behalf."

Sureties for the prosecution :

JOHN BLOUNT, of London, Gentilman.

JOHN BATTE, of the same, Yoman.

Bundle 48. No. 468.

To the same Chancellor.

William Valle, of Wolvernhampton, and Katharine his wife, daughter ot

William Wynsherst and Isabelle his wife, petition that whereas one Harry

Knytht, late of co. Stafford, was seised in demesne as of fee of a half

ivara of land in the Parish of Bishbery, co. Stafford, and sold the same to

the said William Wynsherst and Isabelle, and at their request made estate

to Sir Thomas Aron and Sir John More, Priests, to the behoof of John and

Katharine the children of the said William and Isabelle, and to the heirs ol

the said John and Katherine and of either of them, if one deceased without

heir or within age, the which John deceased not married, and Katharine

survived. After the death of which John the said Sir Thomas and Sir John
Mere (sic) stood enfeoffed to the behoof of the petitioner Katharine and of her

heirs, and the petitioners have often required the said Sir Thomas and Sir

John Moore (sic) to make to them an 'estate of the said land, which they

utterly refused to do, they pray therefore a writ of sub pena to be directed to

them, commanding them to appear before the King in his Chancery, to

answer and to do as shall be considered and ruled by that court in this

behalf.
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Bundle 50. No. 401.

To the Right Reverent fader in God Thomas Bisshop of Lincoln and
Chaunceller ofEngland.^

Piteously compleynyng shewith unto your gracious Lordship your pour
and contynuelle oratour Hugh Aiton late of Burton upun Trent that where
oon Raufe Worsley (Wolseley) caused an warrant of suerte of pease to be
taken ayenst your seid oratour and so hath hym arestyd and hys body in

prison in the toun of Stafford by long season yette your seid suppliant
hath labored his ffrendes and offered hymself and sufficient suerte with

hym to be bound to kepe the pease ayenst the seid Raufe and all the

Kynges liegge people that noughtwithstandyng the seid Raufe beyng a

man of grate power and also coseyn unto the Shirref of Staffordshire of his

sinistrale labour and evyll will hathe feyned divers pleyntes of trespas in

the seid counte ayenst you seid suppliant

and so intended to kepe your seid oratour still in prison to his utter

destruction without your gracious lordship to hym be shewed in this

behalf; please it therfore your gracious lordship the premyses considered

to gtaunt a writte of corpus cum causa to be direct to the seid Shirref of

Staffordshire to bryng up the body with the cause of the areste afore the

Kynge in his Chauncerie at a certen day by your seid lordship to be

lymyted and this atte reverence of God and in the wey of charite.

Bundle 53. No. 305.

To the same Chancellor.

John Power and Joan his wife, daughter and heir of William Blount

late of Burton upon Trent, petition that whereas divers evidences and deeds

concerning lands and tenements belonging to them in right of the said Joan

were in the possession of one William Poppo and Isabelle his wife, and the

petitioners had often times required the said William Poppo and Isabelle

to deliver them up to them, they had always refused to do so, and as the

petitioners have no remedy by the common law, they pray that a writ of

sub pena may be directed to the said William and Isabelle, commanding
them to appear before the King in his Chancery to be ruled according

to good conscience.

Pledges for the prosecution :

JOHN BAKER, of London, yoman ;
and

THOMAS BASSE, of London, yoman.

1 Thomas Rotherham, Bishop of Lincoln, was Chancellor from 28th September,

1475, to 3 r^ September, 1480.
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Bundle 54. No. 143.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor oj England.^

Rafe Lane, gentilman, petitions that whereas John Lane, Squyer, the

father of the said Rafe, and whose heir he is, was seised in his demesne as

of fee of 20 messuages, 500 acres of land, 100 acres of meadow, 500 acres of

pasture, and 100 acres of wood, with the appurtenances, in Wolverhampton,

Blymhill, Broynton, Stratton, Hatton, Benteley and Fetherstone, and had

enfeoffed in the same one Thomas Mochalle, upon trust, and to the use and

behoof of the said John Lane and his heirs, and afterwards the said John
Lane had died, and after his decease the said Rafe had required the said

Thomas to make an estate to him of the said lands, etc., which the said

Thomas had refused to do, he prayed therefore a writ of sub pena to be

directed to the said Thomas to appear before the King in his Chancery to

answer the premises, etc.

Sureties for the prosecution :

WALTER CAWODE, of London, gentilman,

JOHN ROKKE, of Brewode, co. Stafford, yoman.

Bundle 54. No. 237.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor ofEngland.

Roger Wakelyn petitions that whereas he was the executor of the will of

one John Lane, and one John Jurdan had made a deed of feoffment to the

said John Lane of a messuage and three gardens in Wolverhampton to him

and to his heirs in fee, and had delivered seisin of them, and for which John

Jurdan took 2.0 of the said John Lane, the said John Jurdan at the time of

the feoffment having nothing in two of the said gardens, but at the will of

one Nicholas Leveson and Thomas Coke, who immediately after the said

feoffment was made had ejected the said John Lane from the two gardens,
after which the said John Lane in his lifetime, and the petitioner after his

death, had required John Jurdan to restore to them their money to the value

of the two gardens, he has always refused to do so, and for which the

petitioner has no remedy at the common law, he prays therefore for a writ

of sub pena to be directed to the said John Jurdan to appear before the King
in his Chancery to answer to the premises and to do what his Lordship
should think reasonable.

Sureties for the prosecution :

WILLIAM WYLKYS, of London, gentilman ;

JOHN CHALK, of London, gentilman.

See note on last page. Another Bishop of Lincoln (John Russel) was chancellor

from 1483 to 1485.
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Bundle 54. No. 279.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor ofEngland.

Richard Whalley petitions that whereas he was sole seised in his

demesne as of fee of the manor of Dorlaston, co. Stafford, and of the fifth

part of the manor of Annesley in the same County, and also of a messuage,

80 acres of land, and 15 acres of meadow in Aston in the same County, and

had enfeoffed Laurence, the Archbishop of York, Robert Wode, William

Banaster, George Whalley and Richard Whalley, clerk, to the intent that

they should refeoff the petitioner when required, and though the said

Archbishop, George Whalley and Richard Whalley, clerk, at the request of

the petitioner, have made a refeoffment of the premises to him, the said

Robert Wode and William Banaster have refused to do so, and the

petitioner has no remedy by the common law. He prays therefore that

writs of sub pena may be directed to the said Robert Wode and William,

commanding them to appear before the King in his Chancery to answer to

the premises and to do as the Court should award. 1

Bundle 54. No. 384.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor of England.'
2'

John Power and Joan his wife, daughter and heir of William Blount,

late of Burton upon Trent, deceased, petition that whereas the said William

in his lifetime was seised of a messuage with appurtenances in Burton in his

demesne as of fee, and had enfeoffed on trust Sir Robert Greg, Priest,

Richard Cromwell, William Leche, William Walker, Richard Bernysshe,
William Baker, and William Stevens, and had declared his last will, and

died, by which he willed that immediately after his death the said feoffees

should make estate of the said messuage to Isabella his wife, for the term of

her life, with remainder to the petitioners and to the heirs of their bodies,

and the petitioners had divers times since the decease of the said William

Blount required them to make the said estate, they have at all times refused

to do so, under which the said feoffees have suffered the said Isabella

to do great waste on the said messuage with its appurtenances to the

disinheritance of the petitioners ; they pray therefore for a writ of sub pena to

be directed to the said feoffees, commanding them to appear before the

King in his Chancery to answer to the premises, etc.

1 See the suit respecting these manors in 12 E. IV., Vol. IV, New Series, p. 181,

2 See notes on pp. 273 and 274.
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Bundle 58. No. 123.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor of England.^

Richard Shene the younger, son and heir of John Shene, son of Thomas

Shene, petitions that whereas the said Thomas Shene was seised of a

messuage and 20 acres of land in Abbotis Bromley, in the county of

Stafford, and also of a pasture called Knypersley, and upon trust had

enfeoffed in the same Richard Bagot, Squyer, John Balle, Clerk, and

Richard Shene the elder, to the use and behoof of the said Thomas Shene

and his heires
;
and afterwards the said Thomas died, and the petitioner as

cousin and heir of the said Thomas Shene, viz., son of John, son of the said

Thomas, has desired the said feoffees to make estate to him of the said

messuage and land and pasture, they have refused to do so
;
he therefore

prays that writs of sub pena may be directed to the said John Balle, Clerk,

and Richard Shene,
2
the elder, commanding them to appear before the King

in his Chancery to answer to the premises, etc.

Bundle 58. No. 130.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor of England.

Stephen Cartwright petitions that whereas of the great tru^t and

confidence which he had in one William Goodwyne, of Standon co. Stafford,

he had delivered to him chattels and other goods to the value of ^9 js. yi.

without any bond or surety, to be paid and contented to the petitioner at

certain days now passed, and before any payment had been made the said

William Goodwyne made his last will and testament, in which he required
his executors to pay the said sum of ,9 js. 3^., and appointed as his

executors one Thomas Beeche and John a Vyse, and died, and the petitioner

has often times required the said executors to pay the said sum, and the said

Thomas Beeche of his "singular grugge ageynst your said besecher

intending by sinister means to defraud him, refuses to make payment

contrary to right and good conscience, and as the petitioner has no remedy

by the common law, he prays that a writ of sub pena may be directed to the

said Thomas Beeche, commanding him to appear before the King in his

Chancery to answer to the premises, etc.

1 See note at p. 273.
2 The petitioner does not ask for a writ of sub pena addressed to Richard Bagot,

which would appear to show that Richard was dead at this date. Richard Bagot
was, I think, killed at the Battle of Bosworth, for one of the first acts of Henry VII.

was to issue writs of "diem clausil cxtremunt" on the deaths of Richard Bagot, Esq.,

John Cawardyne, Esq., and Thomas Curzoun, Esq., all of co. Stafford. (Materials
for a History of Henry VII., Vol. I, printed Record Series.) The battle was fought
on the 22nd August, 1485.
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Bundle 61. No. 154.

To the Archbishop of York^ Chancellor of England!-

William Botiller, Clerk, Prebendary of Langrigge, in the College Church

of Penkrigge, co. Stafford, petitions that whereas one John Langton late

was seised in demesne as of fee of two tenements, 2 acres of land, and

20 acres of meadow in Penkrigge, and had enfeoffed in them Margaret

Langton, widow, William Gough, and John Wolley, to the intent that after

the decease of the said John Langton they should make an estate in the said

tenements to the suppliant when required, and although they had often been

required to do so after the death of John Langton, they had always refused

to do so, he therefore prayed for a writ of sub pena to be directed to the said

Margaret, William and John commanding them to appear before the King
in his Chancery, etc.

Bundle 61. No. 228.

To the same Chancellor.

Thomas Forster and Alianore his wife, William Husee and Beautrice his

wife, petition that whereas Thomas More the father of the said Alianore and

Beautrice, and whose heirs they are, was seised of 9 messuages, 100 acres of

land and 30 acres of meadow, 60 acres of pasture and 6 acres of wood in

Penkrich and a toft, 10 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, and 30 acres of

pasture in Chylyngton, 6 acres of land in Whiston, 4 acres of meadow in

Preston, 60 acres of pasture in Wolverhampton, and 2s. of rent in Pilletonale,

co. Stafford, in his demesne as of fee, and had enfeoffed John Harecourt,

Squyer, and Thomas Swynnerton, clerk, with others now deceased in fee upon
trust and to the use of the said Thomas More and his heirs, and Thomas
More had died and the petitioners had divers times required the said John
Harecourt and Thomas Swynnerton to make an estate of the said tenements,

that is to say, one half thereof to the said Alianore and to her heirs and the

other half to the said Beautrice and to her heirs, the said John Harecourt

and Thomas Swynnerton have refused utterly to do so, and as the petitioners

have no remedy by the common law, they pray that a writ of sub pena may
be directed to the said John Harecourt and Thomas Swynnerton, commanding
them to appear before the King in his Chancery to answer to the premises,

etc.

1
John Kempe, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor, 1426 to 1432.

George Neville, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor, 1465 to 1467, and from

1470 to 1471, during the restoration of Henry VI.

Thomas Rotherham, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor, 1480 to 1483.
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Bundle 61. No. 229.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of England.^

Thomas Forster and Alianore his wife, daughter and one of the heirs of

Thomas More, petition that whereas Thomas More was seised of a messuage,
60 acres of land and 20 acres of meadow called the Parke in the parish of

Penkrich, co. Stafford, in his demesne as of fee and had enfeoffed in the same

John Harecourt, Squyer, and Thomas Swynnerton, clerk, with others now

deceased, upon trust and to the use of the said Thomas More and his heirs,

and the said Thomas More had issue the said Alianore and Beautrice, now
wife of William Husee, and died, and after whose decease the said Thomas

Swynnerton has made estate of the said tenements to William Husee and

Beautrice and to the heirs of their bodies, by virtue of which the said William

and Beatrice have been seised in their demesne as of fee tail, and the

petitioners have divers times required the said William Huse (sic} and

Beautrice to make estate of the half of the said tenements to the said Alianore

as daughter and one of the heirs of the said Thomas More, they have refused

to do so ; they therefore prayed for writs of subpena to be directed to the said

Thomas Swynnerton, William Huse and Beatrice, commanding them to

appear before the King in his Chancery to answer the premises, etc.

Bundle 61. No. 260.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor of England.^

William Husee and Beatrice his wife petition that whereas one Thomas

More, father of the said Beatrice, was seised in his demesne as of fee of certain

lands and tenements in Penkrich in the co. of Stafford, and had enfeoffed

therein John Harecourt, Esquier, and Thomas Swynnerton clerk, with others

now deceased, to the use and behoof of the said Thomas More and of his heirs

and to fulfill his last will, which Thomas by his last will, willed that the said

feoffees should make estate to the petitioners in as much of the said land

as should amount to the sum of 40^. yearly, to them and the heirs of their

bodies, and for default of such issue, to remain to the heirs of the said

Thomas More, and the said Thomas More had died, and after his decease

the petitioners had often times required the said John and Thomas Swyn-
nerton to make to them an estate of the said lands as aforesaid according
to the will of the said Thomas More, they have refused to do so

; they there-

fore pray for writs of sub pena to be directed to the said John Harecourt and

Thomas Swynnerton, commanding them to appear before the King in his

Chancery
"

to answer to the premises and to be ruled therein as right and

conscience requireth," etc.

1 See note on p. 277.
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Bundle 62. No. 376.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor oj England.

John Rouclyffe esquier and Margret his wife, John Suttehyll esquier and
Elizabeth his wife, cousins and heirs of Sir William Plumpton, knight, late

deceased, viz., daughters of William Plumpton esquyer, son of the said Sir

William, petition that whereas one Robert Eyre of Padley Hall esquire has in

his possession divers evidences and writings which belong to the petitioners

by reason of their title right and interests in divers manors, lands, and tene-

ments which descended to the said Margret and Elizabeth after the death of

Sir William Plumpton, so that the petitioners are ignorant of the number and
contents of the said evidences and writings, and they have no remedy by the

common law
; they pray that a writ of sub pena may be directed unto the

said Robert Eyre, commanding him to appear before the King in his Chancery
to answer there as conscience shall require in their behalf, etc.

Bundle 62. No. 377.

This is the answer of Robert Eyre to the bill of complaint put against him

by John Rouclyffe and Margaret his wife and John Sotehill and Elizabeth

his wife.

Thereto the said Robert saith that William Plomton, knight, was seised

of the manor of Elton and of other lands and tenements within the shires of

Derby and Stafford, the which is the forsaid lands and tenements specified

in the bill of complaint, and common vose (voise) is and was in the said

counties, to the knowledge of the said Robert that the said Sir William

should cause astate of the said lands and tenements to be made to one

Robert Plomton knight his son to have to him and to his heirs male of his

body begotten, and to the knowledge ot the said Robert Eyre the will of the

said Sir William was that in consideration of such estate as was made to

the said Robert Plompton of the said lands and tenements, that the said

Robert Plompton should have the said evidences for which cause in dis-

charging of the conscience of the said Robert Eyre he prays a writ of sub

pena against the said Robert Plompton, etc.

Bundle 62. No. 378.

This is the answer of Sir Robert Plompton to a bill put against him (by)

Robert Eyre.

The said Robert saith that the matter contained in the same bill is deter-

minable at the common law, and therefore he hath not in this court to answer,

that notwithstanding the same Robert for title to have the said evidence

saith that William Plompton, knight, father of the said Robert whose heir

male he is, was seised of the said manor of Elton and of other lands and
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tenements in Stanton and Elton in the shire of Derby, and also of the fifth

part of the manors of Weston and Newton 1 in the County of Stafford con-

tained in the said bill, in his demesne as of fee, and so therof seised, enfeoffed

the said Robert in fee, by virtue wherof he was and yet is seised in fee, and
in so much as the said evidences concerneth the title and the right of the

said Robert of his said inheritance, the said Robert prayeth to have delivered

of them as right and conscience will require which matter and each of them
the said Robert is ready to prove as this court will award.

Bundle 62. No. 379.

To the Archbishop of York, Chancellor ofEngland.

Henry Fuljambe esquire petitions that whereas one Robert Eire of

Padeley Hall esquire hath in his keeping and possession divers and many
evidences and escripts which appertaineth and belongeth to your said besecher

by reason of his right title and interest in the manor of Elton in the county
of Derby, and of others and tenements of the which your said besecher is

now seised and your said besecher of the said evidence and scripts and of

the number and contents of them is ignorant and unbeknown or to what

parcell of the manor, lands or tenements aforesaid the said evidences and

escripts ben touching, belonging or concerning, and so your said besecher

hath no remedy in the premises by the common law, but only in your court

by way of conscience. Please it your said gracious lordship the premises

tenderly considered, to grant a writ of stib pena to be directed unto the said

Robert Eire commanding him by the same to appear afore the King in

his Chancery at a certain day and upon a certain payne by your gracious

lordship to be limited, there to answer that conscience shall require in tha

behalf, etc. 2

Bundle 62. No. 380.

The answer of Robert Eyre to the bylle of Henry Foljambe.

The said Robert seithe that in the tyme of Kyng Edward the iiijth John
Rouclyft and Margeret his wif John Sotehiile and Elysabeth his wife cosyns
and heires of Sir William Plompton knight that is to say doghters of

William Plompton espuyer son and in his lyve heire apparaunt to the said

Sir William sued a wryt of sub pena ayenst the said Robert Eire for to hafe

delyvered to hem of the seid evydences in the bylle of the seid Henry conteyned

1 This must be the Foljambe share of the manors of Weston and Neuton,
mentioned in the history of Weston-under-Lizard, and about which there is some

obscurity. See Vol. II, New Series, of the Staffordshire Collections, pp. 52-61.
2 In the above answers I have merely modernized the spelling and retained the

original phraseology, it will be seen how little it differs from modern usage.
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wheruppon the seid Robert Eyre appered shewyng that the common voys in

the seid Countees of Stafford and Derby was that the seid Sir William

Plompton was seised of the manors, lands and tenements in the said bylle

specified and shuld cause astate therof to be made to Robert Plumpton nowe

knyght his sonne and to the heires masles of his body begoten and the seid

commen voys was also that the seid Sir William wolde in conservation of the

seid astate that the seid Sir Robert shuld have all the seid evidences and
therfore the seid Robert Eyre preied that a wrytte visubpena ayenst the seid

Sir Robert Plompton to the which the seid Sir Robert appered etc. And
ferthemore the seid Robert Eire seithe nowe indede that he hathe delyvered
all the seid evydences and escryptes into this seid Court of Chauncerye
whiche yet here remayneth in kepynge of the Maistre of the Rolles and bene

alle the seid evydences whiche the seid Henry desyreth for to have delyvered

by his seid bylle. In the whiche evydences the seid Robert Eyre no thynge

claymeth to his owne use and alle which maters the seid Robert Eyre is redy
to prove as this court wille award and preyeth to be dismyssed owt of this

court considered that alle the seid evydences bene here delyvered, with his

resonable costes and expences to be adjuged by his unjuste vexation in this

behalf. 1

Bundle 63. No. 129.

To the most Reverent Fader in God the Archbishop oj York Primat and

Chaunceller of Englond.

Mekeley besecheth your most gracious lordship your humble oratrice

Katryne late the wife of Humfrey Coldale that whereas the said Humfrey
late being one of the Bailiffs of Newcastle under Lyme was slayne, after

whose death your said oratrice was charged in gathering of certain duties

pertaining to the said office, and the same your oratrice being heavy and

sorry for the death of her said husband, and since also that it was not for her

to intermeddle with the said office covenanted for 4 marks with one William

Hunte which hath occupied the said office before and was very expert in the

same, to gather and levy for her discharge such duties as were pertaining to

the same, and to yield thereof a true account unto your said oratrice, and

the same your oratrice for the contentation of the said 4 marks to the said

William Hunt well and truly in form aforesaid to be performed and paid,

found William Noreys and Richard Joyes to be her sureties, which William

Hunte according to the said covenant took upon him the charge of the

said office and occupied the said office for and in the name of your said

oratrice by the space of fifteen days or thereabout, and after that the said

William Hunte insomuch as he had been bailly before thought he would no

longer occupy underneath your said oratrice, made such labour to the said

Mayor and his brethren that he was made Baylly himself and as Baylly

1 In this answer J have retained the original spelling.
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there occupied, never making nor yielding unto your said oratrice any

account of the issues and profits growing and coming of the said office

according to their said covenant
;
and it is so gracious lord that the said

William intending to trouble and unduly vex your said oratrice and her said

sureties arraigned an action of debt for the said 4 marks before the said Mayor

against the said William Noreys and Richard Joyes sureties for your said

oratrice to whom she is bound to save harmless, to the which action the

said William Noreys and Richard Joyes appeared and would have waged
their law, the which the said Mayor owing a favour to the said William

Hunt would in no wise suffer, and so the same William Noreys and Richard

been like to be condemned in the said action against all right and good
conscience to the great hurt of your said oratrice without your most gracious

lordship to her be shewed in this behalf. Wherefore please to your said most

gracious lordship to consider the premises and how the said William Hunte

never deserved to have the said 4 marks or any part thereof because he

kept not his said covenant, to grant a writ of certiorari to be directed to

the said Mayor commanding him by the same to have the said cause before

your said lordship in the Chancery of our sovereign lord the King at a

certain day by your good lordship to be limited there to be examined and

over that to do and receive in the premises as by your said lordship shall be

thought according to right and good conscience for the love of God and in

the way of charity.
1

Bundle 65. No. 16.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor?

John Power and Joan his wife, daughter and heir of William Blount of

Burton upon Trent, petition that whereas divers deeds and evidence concern-

ing two messuages and divers lands in Burton aforesaid belonging to the

petitioners are in the possession and keeping of one William Poppoo and

Isabella his wife, and the petitioners have often times required the said

William Poppoo and Isabella to deliver up to them the said deeds and

evidences, they have at all times refused to do so ; they pray therefore for a

writ of sub pena to be directed to the said William and Isabella to appeal-

before the King in his Chancery, thereupon to be ruled according to good
conscience.

1 The spelling of the above bill has been modernized, but the language of it has

been retained.
2 See notes on pp. 273 and 274. The above bill seems; to be a duplicate of the

petition on p. 273.
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Bundle 65. No. 17.

To the same Chancellor.

The answer of William Poppoo and Isabella his wife to the bill of

John Power and Joan his wife.

The said William and Isabella say that the matter therein contained is

determinable at the common law and not in this Court, nevertheless for

declaration of the truth they say that they hold no deeds nor evidences

belonging to the said John and Jane as is supposed, which matter the said

William and Isabella are ready to prove as this Court will award and they

pray to be dismissed out of this Court with their reasonable costs and

damages for their wrongful vexation in this behalf.

Bundle 65. No. 24.

To the same Chancellor.

John Power and Joan his wife, daughter and heir of William Blount ot

Burton upon Trent, petition that whereas the said William being seised in his

lifetime of a messuage with appurtenances in Burton aforesaid in his

demesne as of fee and of trust had enfeoffed Sir Robert Greg, Priest, Richard

Cromwell, William Leche, William Stevyns, William Walker, Richard

Beamish and William Baker to the intent to perform his last will, and

thereupon declared his last will that the said feoffees immediately after his

decease should make estate of the said messuage unto Isabella his wife for

the term of her life, with remainder to your beseechers and the heirs of their

bodies, and the same Isabella since the death of the said William has

occupied the said messuage and taken all the issues, revenues and profits

thereof, and has done great waste and destruction, and your beseechers have

no action of waste nor other remedy against her by course of the common

law, because the estate to her with the remainder to the beseechers is not yet

made nor fulfilled, and the said feoffees have always refused to make the

estate, they pray that writs of sub pena may be directed to the said feoffees

commanding them to appear before the King in his Chancery to answer to

the premises, etc. 1

Bundle 65. No. 50.

To the same Chancellor.

Thomas Erode and Margaret his wife, late the wife of Elys Crompton, and

Robert Crompton son and heir of the same Elys, petition that whereas the

said Elys in his lifetime was seised of 60 acres of land in Chedyll, and of

a messuage and 60 acres of land in Kyngeley in the County of Stafford, and

had enfeoffed Hugh Aderley, Parson of the church of Kyngeley, and William

1 See petitions on pp. 273 and 275.
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Beeke, Parson of the church of Chedylle, with others now deceased, in fee

upon trust that they should perform his last will, and afterwards made his

last will that the feoffees should make estate of the said lands and tenements

in Chedylle to the said Margaret for term of her life, with remainder to the

said Robert son and heir of the said Elys and to his heirs, and of the said

lands and tenements in Kyngeley to the same Robert and to his heirs for

ever, and afterwards the said Elys deceased, and the said Hugh and William
have often times since the death of the said Elys been required to make
an estate as aforesaid, which they have at all times refused to do, and
one John Molte and Elizabeth his wife .... to the said Elys wrongfully
and by untrue means to desinherit the petitioners of the said lands and to

break the will and intent of the said Elys their feoffour, insomuch that by
their confederacy and agreement the said John Molte and Elizabeth,

feigning themselves to have a title to the 60 acres of land in Chedylle in

which the said Elys enfeoffed the said Hugh and William, have sued a
" formedon in the discendre,"

1

yet hanging, of the same tenements against the

said Hugh and William, whereunto the said Hugh and William have by their

attorney of record in the King's Court of the Common Pleas at Westminster

at the utas2 of the Purification last past appeared according to their untrue

confederacy aforesaid, and they would have confessed the title and action of

the said John Molte, and his wife to be good and true, which confession had
been entered of record and the land put from the right enheritors at that

time that thereunto it was showed to the King's Judges
there by one of the ministres of the same place, of the deceit and false conyne

hanging between the said demandants and the tenants in the same action,

and divers other double dealings of the same tenants concerning the

premises, wherfore the said Judges of their right piteous and good disposi-

tion caused a continuance to be had of the entry of the same confession3

unto "
tres maynes after Ester "4 next for to come, that they might then be

assured of the utter will and disposition of the said feoffees and tenants in

the said action, whether they will maintain the said confession or not. And
if they will maintain the said confession, then it to be admitted and enrolled

and your poor suppliants thereby to be disinherited and wronged, which

except your good and gracious lordship be shewed unto your said poor

suppliants in the premisses is very likely so for to be, forsomuch as the said

feoffees are utterly agreed and purposed, contrary to all right and conscience,
at the said day by the said attorney to confess the said untrue action of the

said demandants, and will not defend nor suffer the said action to be defended

in their names by the laws of our sovereign lord the King according to the

1 A writ of "formedon in the discender
"

is a claim by the gram of an ancestor, of

which the claimant is the heir or assignee by the form of the gift (" de forma
donationis "), whence the word " formedon."

2 The Utas of a Feast is the Octave, or the eighth day after the Feast, but

including the day of the Feast ; it is therefore the same day of the following week.
3
Meaning an adjournment.

4
i.e.) trois semaines, or three weeks after Easter Day.
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true and rightful titles of your poor suppliants at the costs and charges of

your said suppliants, but utterly intend to disinherit your poor suppliants
in form aforesaid. Please it therefore your said good lordship to grant several

writs Qisubpena unto the said Hugh Aderley clerk, and William Beekke, clerk,

to appear before the King in his Chancery at a certain day and upon a

certain payne by your lordship to be limited, there to do and receive in the

premises as that high Court of conscience will award. And this for the love

of God and in the way of charity.

Bundle 65. No. 51.

To the same Chancellor.

This is another petition by the same Thomas Erode and Margaret his

wife and Robert Crompton, stating that after the writs of sub pena had been

delivered, Hugh Aderley had appeared and made estate and done all other

things contained in their petition, but that the said William (Beeke), con-

tinuing in his untrue disposition to disinherit the petitioners, has by
unlawful labour and means of the said John Molte, and upon faithful promise
made by the said John to save him harmless, and by threats and menaces

made frequently against the said Robert, one of the petitioners, that if he

sued any attachment against the said William for the premises, that the said

Robert should not dwell nor abide within the shire of Stafford, where he was

born and has dwelt since the time of his birth, without peril of his life, the

said John Molte openly saying that it shall cost him ^20, they therefore

pray that the said John Molte, being present in the Court before the King in

his Chancery, be made to answer to the premises, etc.

Bundle 65. No. 165.

To John, Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor. 1

James Nores and Alice his wife petition that whereas divers deeds and

evidences containing the title of the inheritance of the petitioners had come

to the hands of one Danne (sic) Thomas Feld, Abbot of the Monastery of

St. Modwenne in Burton upon Trent,
2 and they had often required the said

Abbot to deliver the said deeds and evidences to them, the Abbot refused

to do so, contrary to all right and conscience. As they have no remedy by the

common law, they pray that a couit of sub pena might be directed to the

said Abbot commanding him to appear before the King in his Chancery to

answer to the premises, etc.

1

John Russel, Bishop of Lincoln, was Chancellor 1483 to 1485.
2 Thomas de Felde was elected Abbot in April, 1474, and died in 1794 (Burton

Chartulary, Vol. V, part i, Staffordshire Collections.

U
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Bundle 65. No. 213.

To the same Chancellor.

Richard Shene, son and heir of Thomas Shene, late of Abbots Bromley,

co. Stafford, petitions that whereas the said Thomas was seised in his

demesne as of fee of seven messuages with their appurtenances in the town of

Abbots Bromley, Blithfield and Colton, and had enfeoffed in the same

Richard Bagot and Sir William Balle, clerk, to the use and behoof of the

said Thomas and his heirs, and the petitioner had many times since the

death of his father desired the said feoffees to make him estate in the said

messuages, they have at all times refused to do so. He prays therefore for

writs of sub pena to be directed to the said Richard Bagot and William

Balle to appear before the King in his Chancery to answer to the premisses

etc.

Bundle 74. No. 69.

To my lord Chaunceller (sic}.

Besechith mekely youre oratour Seth Worsley and youre oratrice

Margaret his wif that was the wif sontyne of Rauf of Longford knyght
where the saide Margaret was endowet of the manoir of Longfort in the

counte of Derby after the death of the saide Rauf of the which endowment
the said Margaret has stonden peasible possesst without interuption all the

lyfe of his son Nichol Longford knyght unto now late that Nicholle Longford
son to the said Nicholle Longford

1

knyght has charget the tenaunts of the

saide Margaret that thai shall not paie to hir hir rent without cause

resonable showyng, that it please to your lordship to graunte a writte

directe to the said Nicholle to appere in propre person before your lordship
on payne of C/z. to be examined what the cause that he lettes2 the said

Margaret to take and receive hir rent and hir duties of the said manoir of

Longford and that for the love of God and be way of charity.

Plegii de prosequendo :

GERVASIUS CLYFTON, Armiger.
CRISTOFERUS WORTHYNGTON, Gentilman.

Bundle 66. No. 376.

To the Bishop of Lincoln, Chancellor ofEngland?

Richard Duke of Gloucester, and Anne his wife, Edward Plantagenet,
Edward Lord Lisle and Elizabeth his wife, and Elizabeth Lady Latymer,

petition that whereas Richard Beauchamp late Earl of Warwick was seised

1 This descent does not agree with the Longford Pedigree in the Derbyshire
Visitations.

2 " Lets" in old English means "prevents."
a See note at p. 285.
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of the manors of Sahamtony, Necton (here divers manors, lands and

tenements are named in the counties of Norfolk, Oxford, Leicester, Rutland,

Northampton), and of the manor of Shenstone with the appurtenances in the

county of Stafford, and certain lands specified in Tamworth in the same county,
and manors, lands and tenements specified in the counties of Essex, Worcester,
Suffolk and Warwick, and had enfeoffed Thomas Huggeford and others in

fee to the use and behoof of the said Richard and his heirs, and the said

Earl Richard had issue afterwards one Margaret late Countess of

Shrewsbury, and the said Elizabeth lady Latymer and Anne late Countess of

Warwick, and died, and Margaret had issue John, which John had issue the

said Elizabeth, wife to the said Lord Lisle, and the said Margaret and John

died, and the said Anne the third daughter, had issue Isabel, and the said

Anne, wife to the said Duke Richard, and died
;
and the said Isabel had issue

the said Edward Plantagenet, and died, and all the cofeoffees with the said

Thomas Huggeford in the said manors, etc. had died, upon which Thomas

Huggeford became sole seised in the said manors, etc., in his demesne as of

fee by the survivorship, and had issue John Huggeford, and died seised, upon
whose death the said John Huggeford as son and heir was seised in his

demesne as of fee and the aforesaid suppliants as daughter, cousins and

heirs to the said Earl Richard have oftentimes required the said John

Huggeford to make estate of all the said manors, etc., to the said Anne,
Edward Elizabeth, and Elizabeth, according to right and conscience, he has

always refused to do so, and the suppliants have no remedy by the common

law, they therefore pray that a writ of stib pena may be directed to the said

John Huggeford, commanding him to appear before the King in his

Chancery to answer to the premises, etc.

Sureties for the prosecution :

CHRISTOFER HOLBEIN of London, gentilman and

JOHN ALUFF of Erdburg, in co. Warwick, gentilman.

This Petition gives the following descendants of Richard Beauchamp,
Earl of Warwick and of his son-in-law Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick,

the King Maker.

Richard, Earl of Warwick.

I

Margaret, Countess of Elizabeth, Anne=pEarl of Warwick.

Shrewsbury. Lady Latimer.
|

John. Isabella. Anne^Richard, Duke of

| |

Gloucester.

Elizabeth^Lord Lisle. Edward
Plantagenet.

The husband of Isabella was George, Duke of Clarence ; her son

Edward was the last of the male line of the Plantagenets ;
he succeeded as

Earl of Warwick on the death of his grandmother in 1492, and was

beheaded in 1499, aged 24.

U 2
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Bundle 68. No. 48. No address.

This is a petition in French, in which William, clerk to the King's

Forester in Asshewode in the Forest of Kynuare, complains of the action of

John Hampton, Seneschal of the same forest, in destroying the herbage and

pannage of the forest by carting away windfalls of the trees and molesting

the said forester in various ways. (The record is much mutilated.)
1

Bundle 68. No. 83.

A son tres gracionse et ires noble Seigneur le Chaunceller d"
1

Angleterre.

John Tamworth Prior of Sondwell, co. Stafford, complaining that

whereas he was in peaceable possession of the Priory for six years without

any question, disturbance, or intrusion, one Alexander Leddesham, an

apostate monk of Birkeved, had come to the Priory with a body of

malefactors arrayed in manner of war and had ejected him by main force,

without process of law or any right or title, and the said Alexander still

rides about the country with a great multitude of malefactors against the

peace, and prevents him from living at the Priory. He prays therefore that a

writ may be issued commanding the said Alexander and his servant, one

John Kynyon, to answer for the said disturbance and grievance.

Bundle 68. No. 113.

To the King's Chancellor. (In French.}

Robert Whytington, of the county of Gloucester, petitions that whereas he

was suing Edmund Lowe and others for the manor of Whytyngton in the

court of John Hampton of Kenefare, co. Stafford, by the King's lesser writ of

right, which manor is of ancient demesne, and Ralph de Stafford and one

Hancok, Baillyf, had taken up the cause against the petitioner, the said

Ralph Hancock and Edmund had sent after John atte Lowe, William son of

William Athereston and William Bronteleys, men of the manor, supposing
that they had been empanelled in the suit between the petitioner and the

said Edmund, and had beaten them, until they had sworn an oath that they
would not meddle in the cause, and as they are not sufficiently courageous

(haruys) to complain to anybody of the oppression, he prays for writs

summoning all the above persons before the King in his Chancery to answer

to the matter, etc.

1 This Petition and the three following, being in French, are probably anterior to

the reign of Henry VI. See the Preface.



RICHARD II. TO HENRY VII. 289

Bundle 69. No. 281.

To the Chancellor. (In French?)

A petition of John Macclesfield 1

against Robert de Midelton of Tyddeswell
in the Peak, co. Derby, stating that, at the request of Peter de Legh, the said

Robert had brought to him 60 trout for the table of the late King Richard

who was staying in the house of the said John, and "par voie de curtasie"

and in regard to his trouble and for his men in catching the fish he had

given him 38-5-. 4^., nevertheless the said Robert because he would not give

more, when the fish were not worth 6s. 8d., has so threatened his men and

servants that they were afraid to remain in his service
;
besides which the

said John had oppressed many others of the King's lieges by spoiling their

goods and chattels and by extorting money from them, he prayed therefore

that a writ might be sent to Roger Leche the Sheriff of the county of Derby,
2

charging him to cause the said John to appear before the King and his

Council at the quindene of Easter to answer to the premises, etc.

Bundle 69. No. 397.

A tres graciouse Seignettr le Chaimceller notre Seigneur le Roy.

Petition in French of Agnes late wife of Ralph de Hampton, complaining
that whereas the said Ralph had enfeoffed Richard Colwych chaplain, and

Thomas Walle, chaplain, in all the lands and tenements which he possessed
in co. Stafford, on condition that the said Richard and Thomas should

make a feofiment after his death to the said Agnes of the same lands, etc. ;

the said Richard and Thomas had refused to do so, nor would suffer the

said Agnes to occupy the lands or take any profits from them; she therefore

prayed that they might be summoned before the Council to be examined

respecting the matter.

Sureties for the prosecution :

OLIVER DE STANDISH.

JOHN ARBLASTER.

Bundle 71. No. 108.

No address.

Petition in English
3 of William Hill of Blore in the county of Stafford and

Joan his wife, daughter of one John Broughton, that whereas the same John
enfeoffed one Humfrey Swynnerton and John Harewey, priest, in the manor
of Toft beside Dunchurche, in the county of Warwick, with the appurtenances

1
John Macclesfield was lord oi Maer, co. Stafford.

2
Roger Leche was Sheriff of co. Derby in 1400.

3 The spelling has been modernized, but the language is left as in the original.
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and in a messuage with the appurtenances in Podemore beside Bromely in

the county of Stafford, and in a messuage with the appurtenances in Mykylle

Sogenhull in the same county of tr'ust and to the entent to perform the last will

of the said John Broughton thereof, which John Broughton made in his will

that his said feoffees should make estate unto your said oratours at such

time as they should be required by them so for to do, in and of the said

manor and messuages with their appurtenances to have and to hold to them
and to the heirs of their two bodies lawfully begotten for ever, and for

default of issue of their two bodies lawfully begotten, the said manor and

messuages to remain to the right heirs of the said John Broughton, and after

that the said John Broughton had died, after whose decease the said Humfrey
was and is ready to make estate to your said besechers, according to the

intent and will abovesaid, at any time that the said John Harewey his

cofeoffee would do the same, and how be it that your said besechers have

oftentimes required the said John Harewey to make estate unto them in and

of the said manor and messuages according to the intent and will abovesaid,

yet that to do the said John Harewey has at all times refused, and yet

dothe against all good conscience and to the great hurt and disinhertance of

your said orators, without your good lordship be shewyd to them in this

behalf. Please at your said good and gracious lordship the premises

considered, to grant a writ of sub pena to be directed to the said John
Harewey to appear before the King in his Chancery at a certain day by you to

be limited, there to be examined of the premises, and further to do and to

receive that right and conscience will require, and that for the love of God
and in way of charity.

Plegii de prosequendo :

JOHN DEREHAM of London, yoman.

JOHN FREMAN of London, yoman.

Bundle 71. No. 154.

To the worthy lord the Chaunceller of Inglond.

Besecheth mekely youre pore bedeman John Huberd the yonger of

Tamworth in the Counte of Warrewyk, lat dwellyng in Allerwas in the

Counte of Stafford tille now late that Thomas of the Chamber of

Whichenore, Rys Taillour of Whichenore, Richard Cave of Allerwas, Henry
Buk of Frodley, and Richard Walton of Allerwas servaunts to Sir John

Gruffyth and other many mysdoers by the comaundment of the seid Sir

John Gruffyth comen to the hous of the seid suppliant at Allerwas and there

broken up his dores and turned owte his wyff and his childre stark naked
as they weren borne and steken the dores and solyd hem and thrette the

seid suppliant that if he hadde be there he wold have smote of his hede, for

the whiche cause the seid suppliant toke his wyff and his fyve childre and

avoyded into another countrey and durst never come at his seid house in
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Allerwas sythen for drede of deth. Wherfore the said suppliant besecheth

you of yowre gracious lordshep that he may have seurte of the pees as well

of the seid Sir John Gruffyth and of alle the remanant of the mysdoers
which ben his owen propre servauntes, also the seid suppliant besecheth

yow for as moche as Richard Edward of Barton, Rys Taillour of

Whichenore servaunts unto the seid Sir John Gruffyth entred into the hous

of the seid suppliant at Allerwas and there yeden into his Berne and

thrusshen and cariedon awey an hole bay of Rye the whiche at that tyme
was wolle worth vii marks also that token awey of the seid suppliant a

steeled hors colt the pryce xiris. \\\\d. by the supportacion and mayntenaunce
of the seid Sir John Gruffyth also the seid Richard Edward and Rys
Taillour leyen on a wayte of the seid suppliant and beton hym bothe legges

and armes and laften hym in peril of deth Wherfor the suppliant besecheth

you that he may have seurte of pees of the seid Richard Edward and Rys
Taillour for the leve of God and in wey of charite.

Bundle 73. No. 44.

To the Right Reverend and full gracious lorde the Chaunceler of

England.

Besecheth mekely to your right reverent and full gracious lordshipp

youre pore servant and bedeman John Procatour bailly to your man and

servaunt William Morgan of his maner of Lye in the Counte of Stafford

that for as myche the seide suppliant was late soght in his oune house by
on the most mysgoverned man in Englond called William Venables to have

\

i

be slayne and dar not approche his seide house for drede of deth for his

true service don to yure seide man and servant William Morgan the which

mysgovenance is supported by Dame Pernell lady of Caverswalle,
1 mother-

in-lawe to the seide William, hit please to youre seide gracious lordshipp to

grante youre writtes sub pena to be directed to the seide lady and William

severally to apere afore you to answere to the seide suppliant as reson wolle

consideryng howe the seide William for as myche as he is not abidyng in

no certeyn place and also hath noght to lese may not be compelled to

redresse wythoute youre gracious lordshipp ;
at the reverence of God and in

oeve (sic) of charite.

Bundle 73. No. 57.

Ravendissimo domino Cancellario domint Regis Anglie.

This is a petition in Latin of John Pudde, stating that one John Boure,

vulgariter called chopchirche, had promised to obtain for the petitioner a

1 This must be Petronilla, the heiress of Caverswall, who married Thomas

Marchynton, temp. H. IV. The petition, however, is temp. H. VI., judging by the

character of the handwriting and the fact of its being in English.
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Prebend in the Collegiate Church of Pencrich worth 20 annually, and for

which he was to pay to the said John Boure a sum of 18, and of which

sum he had paid 9 marks and entered into a bond for the residue, the said

John had obtained only for him a Chantry worth loos, annually : he there-

fore prays for a writ directing the said John Boure to appear in Chancery to

be examined on the premises. John Pudde calls himself "vaster pauper

presbiter et orator."

Bundle 73. No. 125.

To the Lord Chancellor ofEngland.

Thomas Shelton of the county of Stafford, son and heir of William of

Shelton, petitions that whereas William of Shelton and Onyley, uncle to the

said William, father of the suppliant, was seised in his demesne as of fee of

certain lands and tenements in Onyley in the parish of Maudelay (Madeley),

and of trust had enfeoffed William Boydell of Trentham, gentleman, with

others, to the entent that the said William Boydell and the others should

make an estate of the said lands, etc., to William of Shelton and to the

heirs of his body, father to the suppliant, and the said William Boydell had

been oftentimes required to do so both by William of Shelton and by the

suppliant, he has always refused to do so
;
he prays therefore that a writ of

sub pena may be directed to the said William Boydell to appear before the

Chancellor to be examined on the said matter.

Bundle 73. No. 150.

To my gracious lorde Chaunceler of Engelond.

Mekely besechith Thomas Sugways of Dudley that hough on Roger

Bodenham of Denchurche late beyng executour to Robert Calowe Squier

among other evydence fonde a charter be the wheche the maner of Dodeley

is tallied to the forseide besecher, the wheche Roger purposyng to disherite

the same besecher and alle other claymyng be the force of the saide taille

wikkidly cancelled the saide charter ayens conscience to finalle hynderyng
of the saide besecher withoute your gracious secour this partie Wherfore

like it to your gracious lordeshippe to graunte a writte sub pena directe to

the saide Roger hym chargyng to appere to fore you atte the xvte of Seint

Hillary under a certein peyne be you lymyted in the wey of charite.

Plegii de prosequendo :

WILLELMUS WELDON et

EDWARDUS SUGWAYS.
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Bundle 75. No. 14.

To the Chancellor ofEngland.

William Buffrey petitions that whereas one John Dudley of Seggesley
1 in

Staffordshire withholds a deed of entail of the petitioner, which deed your
full reverend and worthy brother Sir Humfrey Stafford, knight,

2 delivered to

the said John, and now late, gracious lord, your forsaid worthy brother

having very knowledge that the foresaid deed should of right be delivered to

your besecher, and for the default of the same deed he has been and yet is

kept from the manor of Netherpenne this xii year, sende as ye shall have

very knowledge to the forsaid John, and required him to deliver the same
deed to your besecher in discharge of his soul inasmuch as he delivered to

the aforesaid John the same deed, which John that notwithstanding will not

that deed deliver, against right and good conscience withholds it to the

disinheritance of the besecher, without your gracious remedy. Whereupon if

it please to your gracious lordeship to consider the matter aforesaid . .

may not help your beseecher because of his great poverty, the great riches

maintenance and support of the said John to grant a writ sub pena direct to

the same John to appear before you in the Chancery and there to make to

your beseecher deliverance of the said deed in discharge of your aforesaid

full reverend brother, and the great avayle that your poor bedman of right

should take thereby for the love of God in work of charity.

1
John Dudley of Seggesley, married Elizabeth, d. of Thomas Buffrey of Penn.

See Grazebrook's History of the Diidleys, Vol. X, Part 2, of Staffordshire Collections.
"2
John Stafford, Bishop of Bath and Wells, the brother of Sir Humphrey Stafford,

was Chancellor in March, 1432, to 22nd April, 1433, and from May, 1433, to May,

1443. During the last period he was Archbishop of Canterbury.
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A.

Abbot, George, 203.

Sarah, w. of, 203.

Aberley, Thorn., 195.

Walt., 229.

Steph., 229.

John, 229.

Felic., w. or, 229.

Lewis, 229.

John, father of, 230.

Acton, 196, 219.

Trussell, 192, 250.
Sir Rog.,kt., 243.

Adams, John, 225.

Adderley, Ralph, 200, 204.

Hugh, parson of Kingsley,

283, 285.

Admaston, 209, 229.

Agard, Hen., kt., 204.

Alton, Hugh, of Burton, 273.

Albyn, Will., 269.

Alcock, Thorn., 207.

Anne, w. of, 207.

Alcott, Thorn., 222.

Anne, w. of, 222.

Aldeleme, 265.

Aldin, Walt., 231.

Aldriche, 202, 203.

Aldridge, Little, 215.

Ale)n, Clement, 250.

Rich., 250.

Allen, Edw., 233.

Allott, Thorn., 208.

Almond, Rich, 194, 211.

Alport, Will., 202.

Alrewas, 270, 290.

Alsager, Rob., 236.
-

Judith, w. of, 236.

Alstonfield, 198, 207, 232, 233.

Alton, 205, 227, 233.

Amerton, 229.

Amery, Will., 195.

Mary, w. of, 195.

Amery, Will., Thorn., father of, 195.

Androwes, Will., 221.

Annesley, 231, 275.

Arblaster, Thorn., 218.

Anne, w. of, 218.

Edw., s. of, 218.

John, 289.

Arden, Rich., 19?.

John de, 247.

Areley, 218.

Armett, Rob., 204.

Joan, w. of, 204.

Will., 204.

Armitage, 204.

Aron, Sir Thorn.
, priest, 272.

Arrowsmith, Thorn., 224.

Ashenhurst, Ralph, arm., 198, 207.

Ashley, 223, 224.

Ashwood, 193, 232, 288.

Aspinhall, Kath., 229.

Aspley, Rich., 192.

Astberrie, Thorn., 210.

Astley, Mich., 228, 229.

Aston, 205, 208, 210, 211, 215,

251, 257, 268, 275.

Little, 204, 215.

John, 205.
- Walt., kt., 205.
- Edw., 205.

Thorn., 205.

-Will., arm., 208.

Rob., of Tamworth, 246.

John, .s. of, 246.

Rob., s. of, 246.

232,

Atherstone, Will.,

Will., s. of, 288.

Atkins, Thorn., 209.

Dorothy, w. of, 209.

Attelburgh, Rayn. , 246.

Edith, w. of, 246.

Audley, 199, 213, 215, 217, 219, 230,

233, 234, 257.

Averell, John, 209.

Joan, w. of, 209.
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B.

Bache, Nich., 236.

Elean., w. of, 236.

Backhouse, Will., 230.

Baddeley, Thorn., 201.

John, 234.

Badnall, Rob., parson of Blymhill,

254-

Bagaley, Mich., 222.

Bagnald, 218.

Bagnalend, 199, 230.

Bagnall, John, 209.

Ralph, 209.

Mary, w. of, 209.

Bagnold, John, 235.

Hugh, 235.

Thorn., 235.
Geof. 235.

Bagott, Walt., arm., 215.

John, Sheriff, 244.

Rich., esq., 276, 286.

Baker, Will., 275, 283.

Ball, Rich., 222.

Banaster, Will., 275.

Bancroft, John, 270.

Band, Rich., 230.

Barbour, John, of Stafford, 269.

Rob., s. of, 269.

Humph. ,
s. of, 269.

Barlaston, 194.

Barre, Great, 191, 195, 196, 202, 206,

209, 215, 224.
Little (Perry), 206, 220.

Barton, 198, 217.

John, the elder, 242, 245.

Barton-under-Needwood, 198, 222.

Base, Henry, of Frodsley, 270.

Basford, see Beresford.

Bateman, Rob., 202, 222.

Bath, Will., Earl of, 207.

Bathoe, Thorn., 192.

Baylie, Thorn., 195, 232.

Dorothy, w. of, 232.

Will., 221.

Ralph, 225, 226.

Bayntrie, John, 205.

Rowl., 205, 235.

Anne, w. of, 205.

Beamish, Rich., 283.

Beamond, Hen., 259.

Beardmore, George, 219.

Isab., w. of, 219.

Beauchamp, Rich., Earl of Warwick,
287.

Bednall, 192.

Bedull, Will., 268.

Margt. ,
w. of, 268.

Beech, 211.

John, 212, 213, 227.

Thorn., 233.

Beeke, Will., parson of Cheadle, 283,

284, 285.

Beeston, co. Notts, 251.

Beffcott, 199, 213, 225.

Bemersley, 204.

Benbo, Franc., 202.

Bentley, 274.

Thorn., 211.

Ralph, 211.

Beresford, Hen., 212, 213.

Berkswich, 269.

Berewik, Hugh, 242, 243.

Margt., 243.

Berewik-Mauveisin, 242.

Bergavenny, Joan, Lady of, 250.

Berkeswell, Will., 251.

Berkley, Sir Morris, kt., 250.

Bernevile, Rob., 244.

Bernysshe, Rich., 275.

Bertherton, 257.

Beseford, Alex, de, 241.

Best, John, 200.

Mary, w. of, 200.

Betley, 202, 234.

Bickford, 232.

Biddulph, 205, and see Bedull.

Biggerhall, 213.

Bignall End, 199, 230.

Billing, Thorn., 233.
Cecil. ,

w. of, 233.

Billington, John. 272.

Agnes, d. of, 272.

Birche, John, 202.

Birmingham, Will, de, 241.

Will., s. of, 241.

Bishopp, John, 219.

Bishton, 193.

Bissell, Will., 212.

Elean., w. of, 212.

Blakel, John, 245.

Eliz., w. of, 245.

Blakemore, Humph., 206.

John, s. and h. of, 206.

Franc., 223.

Edw., 223.

Thorn., 223.

Blimhill, 206, 254, 274.

Blithbridge, 229.

Blithfield, 194, 209, 229, 286.

Blore, 207, 289.

Bloreton, 251.

Blount, Thorn., of Burton, 272.

Agnes, w. of, 272.

John, father of, 272.

283.

Will., of Burton, 273, 275, 2$2,

Joan, d. and h. of, 273,

275, 282, 283.

Bloxwich, Great, 216, 221.

Bobington, 214, 224, 226.
v

Bodenham, Rog., of Denchurch, 292.

Bodeworth, Rog., 256.

Boilston, Thorn., 231.

Bolde, John, 194, 214.

John, Ellen, w. of, 194.
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Bolde, John, the younger, 214.

Ralph, 214.

Bolton, John, 225.

Joan, w. of, 225.

Bordesley, 251.

Borlase, Will., kt., 193.

Bostock, George, 226.

Bothbie, Thorn., 231.

Bothe, John o', 256.

Botiller, Will., Preb. of Langrigg, 277.

Boughey, Samp., 205.- Will, 230.

Boulton, George, 213.
Boure (Chopchirche), John, 291.

Bourne, Henry, the younger, 250.

Bower, John, 255.

Margt., w. of, 255.

Bowyer, Rich., 194.

Anne, w. of, 194.

George, 198.

Will., kt., 201, 204, 234.

Franc., 216.

Boydell, Will., of Trentham, 292.

Bradbury, Thom., 194.

Braddock, Will., 228.

Bradley, 198, 217, 224.

Amphil, 193.

Thorn., 214, 247.

Bradney, John, 199.

Bradnapp, 195, 198, 204, 207, 218.

Bradsha*v, Ellen, 200.

John, 204.

Chris., 218.

Mary, w. of, 218.

Braidon, John, 217.

Bramcott, 207.
Brandwood, 221.

Branston, 245.
Bredhill, John, parson of Kingswin-

ford, 247.
his library, 248.

Breckenoch, 251.
Brent, Rich., arm., 215.
Brereton, Rich., arm., 205.

Thorn., kt., 213.
Will., arm., 213.

Breryhurst, 204.

Breton, Nich., arm., 221.

Brettell, Ant., 218.

Eliz., w. of, 218.

Bridgwood, Edw., 221.

Eliz., w. of, 221.

Brierley, 191, 192, 206, 235.
Brigges, Humph., arm., 211.

Anne, w. of, 211.

Brinley, Rob., 224.
Brinsford, 216, 220.

John, 216.

Brinton, 227.

Broade, John, 227.
Erode, Thorn., 283, 285.

Margt., w. of, 283, 285.
Brockhurst, 206.

Brocton, John, of Langdon, 253.

Will., 253, 255.

Rich., 255.

Brodhurst, Hugh, 218.

Brokesby, Earth., 251.

Bromesgrove, 245.

Bromley, 244, 290.
Abbots (or Pagettes), 193, 215,

231, 276, 286.

Bagots, 194, 210, 229.

King's, 204, 229.
. Oliver, 253.

Rauf, vicar of Rugeley, 253.

Bromwich, West, 191.

Thorn., 251.

Broncott, 207.

Bronteleys, Will., 288.

Brook, Rich., 249.

Rich., 197, 232.

Margt., w. of, 197.

Walt., arm., s. and h.

of, 232.

Dorothy, w. of,

232.

Will., 204.

Broughe, Humph., 209.

Broughton, Pet., 198, 223.

Thorn., arm., 208.

--John, 271, 289.

Joan, d. of, 271, 289.

Brown, Ralph, 192, 203, 213.
the younger, 213.

Joice, w. of, 213.

John, 196.

Jane, w. or, 196.

Thorn., 203.

Clara, w. of, 203.

Rob., 227.

Browning, Clerk Edw., 253.

Brownlowe, Nich., 222.

Ellen, w. of, 222.

Broynton, 274.
Bruere (or Lanchestre), John, 242.

Eliz., w. of, 242.

Buckley, Alex., 211.

Bucknall, 196, 213, 219, 225, 232.

Eaves, 196, 219.

Ralph, 225.

Anne, w. of, 225.

Thorn., 232.

Anne, w. of, 232.

Buffray, John, 248.

Will., 293.

Buk, Hen. of Frodley, 290.

Bull, Rich., 222.

Grace, w. of, 222.

Bulleyn, Rob., 192.

Bullock, Rob., 207.

Burdett, Thorn., arm., 193, 196.

Jane, w. of, 196.

Burglin, Isaac, 196.

Dorothy, w. of 196.

Thorn., 196.
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Burlaughton, 21 1.

Burnell, Will., 249.

Burslem, 204, 216.

Rob., 215.

Thorn., 215, 216.

John, 215.

Will., 215.

Joice, 215.

Burton-on-Trent, 194, 200, 211, 225,

227, 230, 234, 256, 272, 273, 275,

282, 283.
Abbot of, 244, 245, 285.

Bushbury, 203, 219, 272.

Bust, John, 224.

Butterton, 207, 215.

Caldmore, 228.

Caldon, 20 j, 234.

Callengwo id, 233.

Rich., 221.

Anne, w. of, 221.

Calow, Rob., esq. , 292.
Calovvhill, 216, 22?.

Gallon, Cawton, Caulton, 226, 234.

Cannock, 192, 195, 231, 206.

Cantrell, Rich., 198.

Capelwood, John, 227.

Careswell, see Caverswall.

Carter, Rich., 22?.

Cartwright, Rog., 200.

Alice, w. of, 200.

Franc., s. and h. of,

200.

Will., 235.

John, s. and h. of,

235-

Carye, Dan., 200.
-

Phil., kt., 227.

Casie, Will., 231.

Rich., 231.

Castell, near Stafford, 234.

Cave, Brian, kt., 217.

Rich., of Alrewas, 290.

Caverswall, 192, 198, 203, 214, 221,

231, 232, 291.
Chadwick, John, 197, 202.

Chalener, Jonas, 194.

Chamberlen, Will., 230.

Chambers, Will., 194.
- Thorn., 194.

Chaplen, Thorn., 231.

Alice, w. of, 231.

Chatcull, 226.

Chatkilne, 241, 242.

Chatterley, 200, 204.

Chatwall, Little, 211.

Chaumberleyn, Thorn., of Whichnor,
270.

Chavenay, Rich., of Mountsorell, 272.

Cheadle, see Chedull.

Chebsey, 225, 253, 254, 255.

Checkley, 204, 212, 220, 222.

Bank, in Leigh parish, 208.

Chedull, 210, 211, 213, 219, 227, 283,

284.

Chedulton, 213.

Chell, 204.

Cheshier, Thorn., 233.

Chester, John, Bishop of, 263.

Chesterfield, 230.

Chesterton, 230, 257, 268.

Chetwynde, Thorn., 201.

John, arm., 212.

Sir Phil., kt., 249.

Chicheley, Thorn., 206.

Ellen, w. of, 206.

Thorn., s. and h. of,

206.

Alice, w. of,

206.

Childersley, 205.

Chilington, 277.

Chitwode, Thorn., 254.

Isab., w. of, 254.

Chokke, Rich.
,
kt.

,
266.

Cholmoundesley, Rich, de, 243.
- Hugh, s. of, 243.

Chopchirche, 291.

Chorley, 221, 233.

Chownall, Rob., 225.

Choxleton, John, 231.

Margery, w. of, 231.
Church Eaton, 192.

Churchfield, 199.

Churnett, Fishery in the, 205.

Clarence, George, Duke of, 287.

Clark, Thorn., 232.

Clerk, John, 247.
- Rob. Davy, 253.
Edw. Browning, 253.

(or Haukin), Hen., 252.
Rich.

,
vicar of Maudley,

252.

Clent, 228, 251.

Clinton, Eliz., Lady, 242.

Clive, Rich., 257.

Margt., w. of, 257.

Clowman, John, 200.

Mary, w. of, 2OO.

Clulowe, Rob., 220.

Coates, Alex., 229.

John, 229.

Eliz., w. of, 229.

Cobbes, Will., arm., 223.

Cobley, 253.

Cockes, Edm., arm., 217.

Cockshall, 233.

Cokayne, Thorn., arm., 200.

Anne, w. of, 200.

Coke, Edw., kt., 192.
- Thorn., 274.

Colclough, George, 227.

Adam, 234.
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Colclough, Thorn., 194, 234.

Agnes, w. of, 194.

Will., 215, 216.

Kath., w. of, 215,
216.

Coldale, Humph., 281.

Katr., w. of, 281.

Colles, Hen., 230.

Collett, Hugh, 209.

Collier, Humph., 199.

Thorn., 199.

Edw., 208.

Thurston, 251.
Collins, Will., 233.

Colmore, Will., 192.

Franc., w. of, 192.

Colseley, 223, 235.

Coltman, John, 270.

Colton, 193, 229, 268, 286.

Colwich, Rich., 289.

Comberford, Will., arm., 200.

Combridge, 205,

Compson, John, 232.

Compton, 218.

Congreve, 214.

Franc., arm., 214.

Dorothy, w. of, 214.

Eliz., 214.

Cook, Thorn., 211.

Rob., 242.

Alice, w. of, 242.

Copenstake, John, 203.

Hen., 203.

Joice, w. of, 203.

Coppendale, 269.

Corbin, John, 249.
Katr.

,
w. of, 249.

Hen., 249.

Corbison, John, 198.

Corne, Will.
,
202.

Corveser, Piers, of Tamworth, 267.

Cotes, Humph., 251.

John, esq. , 253.

Coton, 202, 204, 205, 207, 223.

Rich., 196.

Coton, Agnes, 246.

John, of Tamworth, 246.
Cotwalton, 211.

Cottewall end, 194.

Cotton, 191, 225.

Coventry, 271.

Cover, 216.

Cowdale, Humph., 209.

Mary, w. of, 209.

Mary, d. of, 209.

Cowley, 202, 213, 225.

Cowper, Rich., 229.

Coxe, Thorn., 202.

Franc., 210.

John, s. of, 210, 228,

231.
Kath., w. of,

210,

Coxe, Franc. John, Franc., s. and h.

of, 210.

Joice,
w. of, 210.

Cradeley, 251.

Cradock, Matt., arm., 201, 205.
Crakemersh, 205, 229, 264, 265.
Creswell, Edw., 228.

Effa, w. of, 228.

Thorn., 229.

Crofton, Thorn., 203,

Crokesden, Abbot of, 256.

Crompton, Thorn., arm., 225.

Margt., w. of, 225.

Will., 225.
-
Jane, w. of, 225.

Elys, 283.

Margt., w. of, 283.

Rob., s. and h. of, 283,

285.

Cromwell, Rich., 275, 283.

Crosse, Will., 209.

Agnes, w. of, 209.

John, 224.

Joan, w. of, 224.

Croston, Thorn., 203.

Crosway, Rich., 193, 219, 227.

Croxall, 223.

Cublesdon, 250.

Cudworth, Rob., 226, 234.

Cumberforth, 246.

D.

Dadsley, 208.

Dale, Gilbt., 192.
Will.

,
of Burton, 256, 272.

Darcy, Rob., 251.

Darlaston, 211, 221, 224, 228, 259,

275-

Davison, Mich., 191.

Davy, clerk, Rob., 253.

Dawnser, John, 232.

Anne, w. of, 232.

Nich., 232.

Joan, w. of, 232.

Delves, 191, 235.

John, esq., 253, 264.

Rich., s. and h. of, 264.

Denchurch, 292.

Denston, 205.

Derby co., 280, 286, 289.

Devell, John, 220.

Devereux, Edw., bart., 195, 208, 209.

Kath., w. of, 195, 208,

209.

Devie, Hen., 236.

Deykyn, Ralph, 194.

Dickenson, Simon, 196.

Edw., 196.

Joice, w. of, 196.

Dickin, Rowl., 220.
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Dickins, John, the younger, 222, 224

Jane, w. of, 222, 224.

Dilerne, 192.

Dilhorne, 213.

Dodeley, 292.

Dodington, 264, 265.

Dodsley, see Dadsley.
Dodston, 251.

Dointrey, Rowl., 222.

Anne, w. of, 222.

Dorlaston, see Darlaston.

Dorrington, Rob., 212.

Dove, Fishery in the, 205.

Dovey, Rich., 210.

John, 210.

Downing, John, 194.

Eliz., w. of, 194.

Drakesford, Will, the elder, 215.

Edw., 215, 216.

Rich., 216, 230, 234.

John, 227.

Draycott, 207, 212, 223.
on the Moors, 244.

Will., 195.
Will, de, 244.

Phil., 199.

Mary, w. of, 199.

John, arm., 207, 212, 233.

Anne, w. of, 207.

John de, 244,

Rog., of Draycott, 252.

Drayton-Bassett, 193.

Dreynton, 195, 208.

Drokenfeild, Rob., 213.

Dudley, 292.

Rob., 194.

Margt., w. of, 194.

Edw., 235.

John, Lord, 248, 259, 260.

John, of Seggesley, 293.

Dulverne, see Dilhorn.

Dunchurch, 289.

Dyott, Rich., arm., 210.

Dorothy, w. of, 210.

E.

Eardley, Will., 201.

John, 201.

Alice, w. of, 20 1.

Easington, 203.

Eaton, Ralph, 199.

Anne, w. of, 199.

Eaves, 196, 219.

Edward, Rich., of Barton, 291.

Egerton, Thorn. Clerk, 201.

Timothy, 201.

Anne, w. of, 201.

Rich., kt., 213.

Charles, the younger, kt., 219.

Ralph, kt., 234.

Egerton, Ralph, kt., Franc., w. of,

234-

Rauf, 264.
Phil, de, 243.

John, s. of 243.

Hugh, esq. ,
268.

Eggerton, 243.

Eggington, Will., 220.

Elkeston, Over, 198, 207, 233.

Nether, 207.

Ellaston, 236.

Ellens, Thorn., the elder, 201.

Mary, w. of, 201.

Thorn., the younger, 201.

Eltam, John, Vicar of Coppenhale,
269.

Elton, co. Derby, 279, 280.

Endon, 234.
Enesworth, Rich., 219.

Enfield, 193, 213, 214, 217.

Enson, Enston, 208, 231.

Enveld, 210, 213, 219, 222, 224.

Erdeswick, Hugh de, esq., 244, 246.

Erdington, Thorn., kt., 259, 260.

Esington, 194, 197.

Essex, Rob., Earl of, 195, 208, 209.

Evelyn, George, arm., 202.

Eyre, Rob., of Padley Hall, esq., 279,
280.

Eyton, Sir Rich., warden of Tong
College, 250.

John, esq., 269.

F.

Farwell, 226.

Faulde, 202.

Fawde, 222.

Feild, 208.

Feld, 244.

Thorn., Abbot of St. Modwenne
in Burton, 285.

Fenton Culvert (Great), 196, 207.

Feme, Will., 212.

Fernihaughe, 234.

Simon, 217.

Anne, w. of, 217.

John, of Chatkilne, 242.

Ferrers, John, kt., 193.

Fetherston, 213, 274.

Finchespathe, 259.

Finney, James, 205.

Will., the younger, 214.

Fisherwick, 242.

Fiton, Laur., kt., 256.

Clemence, w. of, 256.
Fitz Herbert, Franc., 233.
Fitz James, John, 266.

Fletcher, Eleanor, 199.

Flyer, Ralph, arm., 222.

Foale, 208.

Fodon, Thorn., .194.
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Foley, John, 209.

Follyott, Aylmer, arm., 232.

Barb., w. of, 232.

Ford, 211.

Forester, Will., Clerk to the King's,
288.

Forrest, Franc., 226.

Jane, w. of, 226.

Humph., 226.

Elean., w. of, 226.

Forster, Will., of Salop, 243.

Rob., 262.

Thorn., 277, 278.

Alianore, w. of, 277,

278.

Foster, Earth., 232.

Fortescue, Nich., kt., 232.

Franc., 232.
Fossebrooke, 213.

Fourde, Will., 221.

Fowderley, 230.

Fowke, John, 202, 203, 214, 215.

Margt, w. of, 202, 203.
:

Rog. ,
father of, 202,

203.

203.

Lucy, w. of, 202,

202, 203.

Thorn., grandfather of,

Eliz., w. of, 202,

203.

Rog., arm., 221.

Mary, w. of, 221.

Fowlar, Walt., 214.

Foxe, Edw., 222.

Eliz.
,
w. of, 222.

Fraunceys, John, of Alrewas, 270.

Freethe, Hen.
,
220.

Frith, Rowl., 197.

Will., 230.

Frodley, 290.

Frodsley, 270.

Frodswall, 195, 208.

Fulderley, Fowderley, 230.
Fulford, 211, 213, 235.

Fuljambe, Hen., esq., 280.

Fulwood, Rich., 235.

Anne, w. of, 235.

John, 235.

Margt, w. of, 235.

G.

Gamull, Thorn., 216.

Garbett, Will, 200.

Gardiner, John, of Tunstall, 270.

Garneley, Mich., arm., 210.

Garrenshall (Garsall), 191, 198, 217,
and see Geringeshall.

Gaynesford, John, 242.

Gayton, 209.

Geffray, John, 267.

Gerard, Gilbt., kt., 198, 207.
Lord, 198.

Elean., w. of, 198.

Geringeshall, 257, 268.

Gibbons, Will., 217.

Gibson, Thorn., 195, 224.

Margy., w. of, 195.

Will., 200.

Giffard, Peter, arm., 232.

Gilbert, Arth., 195,

Gill, Rob., 217.

Ginder, Will., 236.

Gloucester, Rich., Duke of, 286.

Anne, w. of, 286.

Godesmyth, Sir Chris., 268.

Goldsmith, Rich., 230.

Will., 230.

Gonston, Edw., 210.

Goodwin, Edw., 221.

Anne, w. of, 221.

Rich., father of, 221.

Gough, Hen., 199, 236.

Will., 277.

Grantham, Thorn., kt.
, 193.

Gravenor, Edw., 213.

Ralph, 226.

Gray, Hen., kt., 210.

Thorn., of London, 267.

Greasebrook, Rowl., 230.

Green, John, 206.

Thorn., the younger, 214.

Hen., of Loundres, 241.

Joan, w. of, 241.

Greening, Thorn., 230.

Greete, 232.

Gregg, John, 214.

Dorothy, w. of, 214.
Sir Robt., priest, 275, 283.

Grendon, 246, 249.

Gresley, Thorn, de, kt., 245.

John de, kt., 245, 258, 263,

264, 265, 268.

265.

Margt., w. of, 263,

Eliz., d. of, 263.

Gretton, Thorn.
, 209.

Margt., w. of, 209.

Griffith, Hen. le Wareyn, 243.

John, s. and h. of, 243,

290.

John, kt., 270.

Walt., s. of, 270.

Walt, kt.,27o.

Griffin, Thorn., esq., 246, 247.

Grim, Will., 207.

Grindon, 231.

Grinley, 195.

Grove, Hen., 195, 196, 227.

Margt., w. of,

196.

195,

Edw., 195, 227

John, 195, 227.

Groves, John, 216.
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H.

Halfeheade, 196.

Hall, Thorn., 195.

Eliz., w. of, 195.

John, 195, 216, 228, 235.
Gerv.

, 207.

Hallam, Edw., 216.

Agnes, w. of, 216.

Halmerend, 199.
Hal ton, see Alton.

Hammersley, see Homersley.
Hampton, John, 249, 288.

Ralph de, 289
Agnes, w. of, 289.

Hanhury, 202, 207, 211, 217.

Hanchurch, 199, 251, 254.

Hancock, Ralph, 288.

Handsworth, see Honesworth and
Hunesworth.

Hanford, 217.

Hansacre, 204.

Harding, Edw , 208.

Rich., 212.

Anne, w. of, 212.

Rob., 212.

Harecourt, Franc., arm., 197.
Sir Thorn., 245.

Rob., s. and h. of, 245.
Thorn.

, clerk, 278.

Edw., 265, 266.

I sab., w. of, 265, 266.

Margt., d, of, 266.

Rich., kt, 265, 266.
- John, esq., 277, 278.

Herewey, John, 289.

Harris, Rich., 232.

Harrison, Will., 195.

Edm., 202.

John, 203, 221.

Thom.
, 203.

Rich., 216.

Harvey, Francis, 229.

Rog., 210, 234
Thom., 217.

Frances, w. of, 217.

Will., 229.

Haseley, near Berkswich, 269.
Hatfeild, Thom., 219.

Hatherton, 214.

Hatton, 274.
Haukin (clerk), Hen., 252, 253.

Rich., vicar of Maud-
ley, 252.

Hawkins, Thom., Dean of Stafford, 269.
Hawkes, Hillary, 191.

Rich., 201.

Anne, w. of, 201.

Thom., 203.

Anne, w. of, 203.

Haywood, Great, 193.

Little, 193.

Heath, John, 224.

Heathill, 211.

Heatley, 194, 210.

Heaton, see Heyton.
Hednesford, 193.

Heeley, Hen., the elder, 220.

Jane, w. of, 220.

Heigham, Will., arm.. 208.

Heley, Thom., 205.

Henshaw, Thom., 205.

John, 205.

Henson, Will., 227.

Mary, w. of 227.

Heveningham, Walt.
,
kt.

, 193, 205,210.
Nich., arm., 193, 205, 210.

Eliz., w. of, 205.

Erasmus, 205.

Hexstall, Thom.
, 269.

Heynes, Hen., 194.

Heyton, 192, 200, 220, 223.

Hickes, John, 217.

Hickeson, 229.

Hickmans, John, 235.

Hide, Chris., 204.

Hidgland, 232.

Higford, Thom., 251, and see

Huggeford.
Higginbothom, John, 220.

Hilderston, 205, 225.

Hill, 213.

Will., 216.

Edw., the younger, 218.

Steph., 221.

Arth., 233.

Will, of Blore, 289.

Joan, w. of, 289.

Hillary, Rog., kt., 259.

Hilton, 211.

Himley, 217.

Hince, 222.

Hinde, Thom., 221.

Will., 221.

Mary, w. of, 221.

Matt., s. of, 221.

Hobbin, Will., 206.

Hodelstone, John, 259, 260, 261.

Hodnet, John, 267.

Hoke, 248.

Holden, Margaret, 230.

Hollins, John, 222.

Hollis, Will., 223.

Alice, w. of, 223.

Holme, 235.

Home, Howme, 192.

Homersley, Thom., the elder, 213.

Thom., the younger, 213.

Will., 213.

Eliz., w. of, 213.

Walt., 234.

Honesworth, 217, 227, 251.

Hope, 232.

Rob., 226.

Hopkins, Rich., 203.

Hopwas, Hoppas, 200.

Horborne, Rich., 247.
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Hore, Will., 257.

Hortoii, Chris., 196.

Will., 201.

Uoundesacre, 270.

Hubard, Will., of Alrewas, 270.

John, the younger, of Tam-
worth, 290.

Mudgrey, John, of Coventry, 271.

Rob., father of, 271.

Hudson, Franc., 199, 225.

Huggeford, Thorn., 287.

John, s. and h. of, 287.

Hulme, Middle, 220.

John, 205, 222.

Mary, w. of, 222.

Thorn., 205, 223.

Humfrey, Rich., of Shufnale, 254.

Hunesworth, 251.

Hunt, Rich., 259, 260.

Thorn.
, 264.

Thorn., 196, 217.

Kath., w. of, 217.

Will., 281.

Huntbache, Thorn., 213.

Huntington, 201.

Hurdman, John, 205.

Hurlebutt, Rich., 191.
I hirte, Boothbie, 226.

Thorn., 226.

Anne, w. of, 226.

Husee, Will., 277, 278.

Beat., w. of, 277, 278.

Huwet, John, 241.

Ircmonger, John, the elder, 201.

Anne, w. of, 201.

John, the younger, 201.

Anne, w. of, 201.

Jackson, Thom., 215, 218.

Ellen, w. of, 215, 218.

James, Edw., 206, 229.

Joice, w. of, 229.

Thorn., 206.
. Edw.

,
s. and h. of, 206.

Walt., 229.

Janney, John, 206.

Jeek, Hen.
,
of Tamworth, 246.

jefferay, Thorn.
> arm., 208.

jervis, John, the younger, 226.

Eiiz>
}
w . of, 226.

Jesson, Thorn., 227.

Jobber, Rich., 227.

Joee, Thom., of Hanchurch, 254.

Jodrell, John, 230.

Johnson, Lawr., 212.

Jollie, Will., 195.

Jollie, Thom., 204.

Jorce, John, of Brekenoch, esq., 251,

252.

Thom., s. of, 251.

Margt., w. of, 252.

Jordayne, Joan, 216.

Jorden, John, the younger, 202.
*

Thom., 219.

Humph., 219.

Jurden, Thom., 202.

John, 274.

Joyes, Rich., 281.

Kebleston, 205.

Kele, 255, 257.

John de, the younger, 255.

Kellett, Alf., 216.

Agnes, w. of, 216.

Kenricke, Thom., 220.

Ellen, w. of, 220.

Kinfare, 217, 218.

Kingsley, 206, 211, 219, 222, 283.

Kingston, 214, 229.

Kingsvrinford, 217, 232, 247.

Kinnersley, Margery, 217.

John, arm., 217.

Kath., w. of, 217.

Kinston, 216.

Kinvare, 217, 218.

Forest of, 288.

Seneschal of, 288.

King's Forester in, 288.

Knight, Harry, 272.

Knightley, 192, 216, 233.

Knolend, 199.

Knutton, 200, 209.

Kuerhall, 211.

Kyvyell hill, 251.

L.

Lamberd, John, 200.

Anne, w. of 200.

Lanchestre (or Bruere), John, 242, 243.
Eliz.

,
w. of, 242,

243-

Lane, John, 224.

Sarah, w. of, 224.

Thom., arm., 213.

Anne, w. of 213.

Jane, 213.

Rich., 224.
Edw. 228.

Rich. ,
of Alrewas, 270.

Rafe, 274.

John, father of, 274.

Langrigg, 277.

Langton, John, 202.

Matil., w. of, 202.

X 2
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Langton, John, 277.

Margt., 277.

Lapley, 214, 232.

Lathroppe, Ralph, 229.

Latimer, Eliz., Lady, 286, 287.

Launder, Hugh, 235.
Lawton. Mary, 236.

Lea, Hen., 218.

Leaper, Edw., 222.

Eliz., w. of, 222.

Leche, Will., 275, 283.

Rog., Sheriff of Derby co.
, 289.

Leddesham, Alex., 288.

Lee, Norman, 213, 217.

Eliz., w. of, 217.

Peter, of London, 256.

Will., 264.

Thorn., 217.

John, atte, 249.

Leeke, 192, 201, 205, 207, 212, 214,

218, 220, 221, 223, 226, 228, 230.

Frith, 205, 214, 220, 221, 226.

Lees, Thorn., 232.

Legh, Peter de, 289.

Leigh, Ley, 208.

Adeus, 199.

Peter, let, 208.

Thorn., arm., 213.

John, 217.

Leventhorp, Will., esq., 259, 261.

Eliz., d. of, 259.

John, 259.

John, s. of, 259, 260,
261.

Leveson, Walt., kt., 197.
"~r Anne, w. of, 197.

ThonV, arm. , 232.

Nich., 274, and see Luson.

Lichfield, 271.

Eymer de, 247.

Liddiatt, Edw., 217.

Thorn., 225,

John, 225.

Jane, v . of, 225.-

Ligon, Rich., 232.
Lincoln co., 252.
Linde, Humph., kt., 197.

Lingham, Rauff, 251.

Linton, Franc., 229.

Lisle, Edw. Lord, 286, 287.

Eliz., w. of, 286, 287.

Littleton, Edw., kt., 211.

Gilbt., aim., 217.

Ethelreda, w. of, 217.

Thorn., 249, 268.

Jane, w. of, 249.

Lloyd, Edw., gent., 212.

Longdon, 193, 218, 226, 234, 253, 255.

Longesdon, 220.

Longevile, Arth., arm., 227.

Hen., kt., 227.

Kath., w. of, 227.

John, 242.

Longford, co. Derby, 286.

Rauff, esq., 262, 263, 286.

Sir Nich., kt., 262, 263, 286.

Longton, 255.

Loundres, 241.

Louthe, Will., 241.

Lovatt, Will., 207.

Lowe, 201, 205.

Edm., 288.

John, at, 288.

Lownes, Matt., 214, 221.

Matt., the younger, 221.

Luson, Rich., of Wolverhampton, 256..

Lutley, 210, 213, 214, 219.

Luttock, Will., 228.

[oice, w. of, 228.

Lye, 291.

Lyne, Humph., 224.

Lyot, Thorn., vicar of Longdon, 253.

M.

Macclesfield, Peter, arm., 198, 217.

Joan, w. of, 198.

John, 289, and see Maxesfeld

and Maxfield.

Machin, John, 219, 220.

Margt., w. of, 219.

Rog., 231.

Ellen, w. of, 231.

John, s. and h. of, 231..

Madeley, 198, 201, 252, 253.
Nich.

, 249.

Mainwaring, Edw., arm., 197.

Sarah, w. of, 197.

Malkin, Rich., 220.

Malpas, Thorn., of London, 267.

Mansell, Rob., 210, 229.

Eliz., w. of, 229.

Mansfield, Will., Viscount, 226.

Eliz.
,
w. of, 226.

Mapperley, Joan, 229.

March, Earl de la, 243.

Marchington, 195, 211, 217, 226.

Woodland, 226.

Margorison, John, 204.

Marston, 230, 231, 232.

Mason, Anne, 228.

Massey, Thorn., esq., 265.

Margt., w. of, 265.

John, kt., 265.

Geffrey, kt., 265.

Alice, mother of, 265.
Mathewes, Will., 210.

Alice, w. of, 210.

Mathfield, 200.

Upper, 199.

Middle, 199.

Nether, 199.

Maundeville, Will., of Rugeley, 253..

Rob., 253.

Anneys, w. of, 253.

Mawdley, see Madeley.
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Mawe, Rich., 216.

Maxesfeld, Rauf, 257, 267.

Margt., w. of, 259.

Alice, d. of, 257, 268.

Rich., s. of, 257, 267.

Hugh and John, sons of,

257-

Maxfield, Thorn., 234.

May, Humph., kt., 211.

Judith, w. of, 211.

Meere, 214.

Melborne, Simon, parson of Grendon,

249.

Mellor, Thorn., 232.

Menlove, Edw., 209.

Mere, 214, 251, 257, 267.

Phil., atte, 249.

Merewey, 257.

Merrihurst, John, the elder, 235.

John, the younger, 235.

Merston, John, 268.

Rose, w. of, 268.

Meyford, 211.

Meysham, Thorn, de, 247.

Rog. and John, brothers

of, 247.

Middlemore, John, 217.
Middleton Green, in Leigh parish, 208.

Rob. de, of Tiddeswell.

Mikill Sogenhull, 290.

Mills, John, 216.

Milnestreete, 212.

Milward, Edw., 218.

Thorn., arm., 232.

Milwich, 191, 194, 195, 198, 205,

217.

Miners, John, 242.

Minors, Walt., arm., 233.

Edw., s. and h. of, 233.
Edw. , grand-

father of, 233.

Mitton, Will., esq., 261, 262.

Mixon, 204.

Mochalle, Thorn., 274.

Modershall, 21 1.

Moleneux, Rob., of London, 256.

Edm., arm., 256.

Molte, John, 284, 285.
Eliz.

,
w. of, 284.

Moore, Rich., 219.

Ellen, w. of, 219.

More, Sir John, priest, 272.

Thorn., 277, 278.

Alianore, w. of, 277,

278.

Moreton, Ralph, 195.

Jane, w. of, 195.

Thorn., 211.

John, 227.
Kath., w. of, 227.

Morfe, 193, 210, 213, 214, 217, 219,

222, 224, 249.

Henry, 249.

Morgan, Will., 291.

Morrice, George, 206.

Moseley, Rich., arm., 208, 214.

Franc., 214.

Edw., kt., 231.

Mountgomery, Nich., the younger, 253.
Mountsorell, 272.

Mulliner, Will., 199.

Thorn., 199.

Murhall, John, 218.

N.

Nabb, Rog., 218.

Nabbes, Thorn., 218.

Necton, 287.

Nedham, Sebastian, 222.

Needwood Forest, 228, 231.

Netherpenne, 199, 200, 236, 248,

^293.

Netherstane, 230.

Netherstonnall, 203.

Netherteyne, 204, 220, 223.

Nevall, John, 234.

Nevell, Nich., 193.

Nevowe, Thorn., of Ridware, 270.

Newbold, in Chebsey Parish, 254, 255.

Rich., 226.

Newborough, 219.

Newcastle-under-Lyme, 201, 209, 268,
281.

Newman, Edw., 193.

Judith, w. of, 193.

Newton, 229, 280.

Nicholls, Mich., 207.

Rich., 228.

Rose, w. of, 228.

Nickins, Mich., 191.

Anne, w. of, 191.

Nobald, 208.

Nocke, John, 196.

Will., 196.

Anne, w. of, 196.

Noell, John, arm., 223, and sec Nowell.

Norburgh, 257.

Nores, James, 256, 285.

Alice, w. of, 256, 285.

Noreys, Will., 281.

Normecott, 21 1, 214, 225.

Northfeld, 251.

Northumberland, Earl of, 262.

Norton-by-Cannock (Norton Caynes),
197, 203, 206, 209.

in the Moors, 228.

Wood, 257.
Notts, co., 251.
Nowell, Rich., of Newbold, 254.

Thorn., s. and h. of,

254, 255.

Charle?, 259.

Joan, w. of, 255.
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0.

Ockley, 223.

Offley, John, kt., 192, 198, 201, 204,

207.

'

Henry, father of, 192,

208.

Okeover, 207.

Rob., 271.

Edm., 271.

Olcott, 204, 215.

Oldeton, 211.

Oldswinford, 251.

Olfaleng, 194.

Olliver, Thorn.
,
228.

Franc.
,
w. of, 228.

Onne, Little, 192.

Great, 202.

Thorn., 254, 255.

Onneley, Will., 195.

Humph., 197.

Chris., 223.

Ellen, w. of, 223.

Orchard, 228.

John, 191.

Anne, w. of, 191.

Orme, Rob., 234.

Alice, w. of, 234.

Orpe, Will., 236.

Orpwood, Eliz.
, 217.

Orselow, 227.

Orton, Overton, 199, 220, 235.

Osborne, Henry, 217.

Otherton, 201, 214.

Otteley, Rich., 194.

Oulton, 227.

Overpenne, 236.

P.

Paddy, Will., 192.

Padeley Hall, 279, 280.

Pakington, John, kt., 193.

Palmer, Will., 242.

Palyn, John, 196.

Will., father of, 196.

Ralph, 215.

Mary, w. of, 215.

Rob., 215.

Will., 215.

Mary, \v. of, 215.

Parkend, 199.

Parkes, Samp., 204.

Margt., w. of, 204.

Henry, 210.

Thorn., 210.

Parkhowse, Edw., 224.
Kath.

,
w. of, 224.

Will., 224.

Mary, w. of, 224.

Parlebye, John, 225.

Parys, Walt., 266.

Paso, Charles, 227.

Paunton, co. Lincoln., 252.

Paynsley, 212.

Peackeston, 227.

Pearson, Rob., the younger, 206.

Pelsall, 216, 221.

Pembrugge, Sir Fulk. de, 250.
Isab. ,

w. of, 250.

Pencke, Fishery in the, 214, 234.

Pencrich, 196, 201, 211, 214, 277, 278,

292.
The Park in, 278.

Penne, 228.

Humph., 228.

Mary, w. of, 228.

Rog., father of, 228.

Hump., grandfather of,

228.

Henry de, 245.
Rich, de, 245.

Pepis, John, 192.

Pepwall, John, 212.

Pernell, Dame, Lady of Caverswall,

291.

Perrie, Will. , 224.

Persehouse, John, 191, 193.

Mary, w. of, 191, 193.

Pershall, Thorn., arm., 213.

Peshale, Humph, de, 242, 243.

Rich., s. of, 242, 243.

Peshall, John, bart., 205.

Pettitt, Walt., 206.

Dorothy, w. of, 206.

Phillipps, James, 204, 230.

Anne, w. of, 204, 230.

Will., 204, 231.

Joan, w. of, 204.

Pierson, Will., 193.

Eleanor, 203.

Pillesworth, Rob., of Lichfield, 271.

Pilletonhall, 201, 277.

Pillinton, 201.

Pinson, Henry, 191.

Alice, w. of, 191.

Will., 235.

Anne, w. of, 235.

Pipe, Walt., 224.

Alice, w. of, 224.

Pirry, Nich., 221.

Plantagenet, Edw., 286, 287.

Plardwick, 202.

Plumpton, Sir Will., kt., 279, 280.

Will.
,

s. of, 279, 280.

Rob., kt., 279.

Podmore, 226.

near Bromley, 290.

Rich., 199, 201.

Pooler, Will., 225.

Margy., w. of, 225.

Ant., father of, 225.

Popps, Will., 273, 282, 283.

Isab., w. of, 273, 282,

283.
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Port, Rob., 232.

Porter, John, 194.

Potter, John, 245.

Poulet, Will., esq., 265, 266.

Isab., w. of 265, 266.

Power, John, 273, 275, 282, 283.

Joan, w. of, 273, 275,

282, 283.

Poyser, Nieh., 203.

Preston, 211, 277.

Rich., 211.

Will., 211.

Prestwood, 236.

Proctor, John, 195.

Procatour, John, 291.

Prudde, John, 291.

Pulton, Margery, 225.

Purdham,Will., 256.

Alice, w. of, 256.

Purfrey, Will., 249.

Pyott, Rich., arm., 220.

Ralph, 222.

Margy., vv. of, 222.

Will., 222.

Eliz., \v. of, 222.

R.

Radvvood, 257.

Ramscliffe, 204.

Ransdale, John, 203, 211.

Rastell, Walt., 228.

Rich.
,
228.

Anne, w. of, 228.

Rathbone, John, 195.

Margt., w. of, 195.

Rawlins, John, 212, 231.

Dorothy, w. of, 212.

Reede, Henry, 202.

Dorothy, w. of, 202.

Reynor, Will., 266.

Ricarscote, 230, 234.

Rider, Nich., 224.

Ridware, 270.

Mavesin, 202, 204.

Pipe (Little), 202, 204.

Riley, Edm., the elder, 231.

Robotham, Thorn., 211, 217.

Eliz., w. of, 211.

Rocester, Roceter, 205.

Roddy, Nich., 251.

Rogers, John, 191.

Rolleston, 231.

Gilbt., arm., 231.

Ronton, 197.

Rooper, Ant., arm., 223.

Thorn., 223.
Franc.

, 223.

Phil., 223.

Roos, Will., of Whichnor, 270.

Roper, Will., kt., 223.

Ros, Matt., 207.

Rothwell, John, 205,

Joan, w. of, 205.

Rotton, John, 199.

Rach., w. of, 199.

Roucliff, John, esq., 279, 280.

Margt., w. of, 279,
280.

Rowley, 194, 227, 229.

Regis, 196, 209, 229.

Somery, 210.

Rog.,229.
Will., 229.

Rowsthill, Rohnstehill, 207.

Royle, James, 229.

Rudge, 212.

Will., 235.

Rudlow, 233.

Rugeley, 192, 253.

Rich., 233.

Rich., of Longdon, 253, 255.
Rich., s. of, 25$.

Rushall, 191, 193, 247.

Will., esq., 246.

Rushton, Spencer, 212, 228.

James, 228.

Thorn., 228.

Kath., w. of, 228.

Will., 229.

Russell, Thorn., 209.

Margt., w. of, 209.

John, of Tamworth, 266.

Ruthen, Lord, 210.

Eliz., w. of, 210.

S.

Sahamtony, 287. i-

Salford, Rich., of \H>lverhampton,
256.

Salt, 231.

Hen., 207.

Sandon, 208, 216.

Saredon, Great, 214, 235.
. Little, 214, 235.

Savage, Arnold, 256.

Scott, James, 195.

John, 196, 202, 203.

Will., 203, 232.

Sedgley, 191, 192, 194, 206, 224, 235,

293-

Sedgwick, Rog., 203.

John, s. of, 203.

Anne, w. of,

203.

Margy., 203.

James, 204.

Seighford, 197.

Seisdon, 218.

Shareshull, 214.

Shawe, John, the younger, 225.
Rob., 233.

Margy., w. of, 233.
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'Shawford, 231.

Sheldon, Will., the younger, 193,. .

John, 247.

Shelley, Thorn.
, 227.

Shelton, 215.

-Will., of, 292.

Thorn., s. and h. of,

292.
Will., uncle of, 292.

Shene, Thorn., 276, 286.

John, s. of, 276.

Rich., s. and h.

of, 276.
Rich.

,
286.

Shenston. 203, 230, 287.
Sheriff Hales, 211, 250.

Sherratt, James, 194, 210.

Will., 205.

Edw., 208.

Sherwin, John, 193.
Eliz.

,
w. ot, 193.

Sheynton, Will., the elder, 199.
Franc. ,

w. of, 199.

Shinton, Sarah, 235.

Shrewsbury, Margt, Countess of, 287.

Shufnale, co. Salop, 254.

Sidway, 257.

Silkmore, Silkesmore, 234.

Simson, Will., 231.

Alice, w. of, 231.

Skrimsher, James, 207, 223.

Thorn., kt., 223, 224.

Anne, w. of, 223, 224.

John, 223, 227.

Jane, w. of, 227.

Slacke, Rich., 198.

Sleighe, Ralph, 219.

Slepea, near St. Albans, 242, 243.

Smith, Ralph, 236.
the younger, 193.

Mary, w. of, 193.

Thorn., 198, 211.

Joan, \v. of, 198.
Thorn. ,

226.

Ellen, v. of, 226.

Ellen, widow, 236.
- Thorn., 228.

Thorn., 229.

Maty, w. of, 229.
- Will., 198.

Jane, w. of, 198.

Simon, 204.

Margt., w. of, 204.

Walt., 216.

John, 218, 220.

Agnes, w. of, 220.

John, 233.

Eliz., w. of, 233-

Edw., 229.

Eliz., \v. of, 229.

Snead, 215.

Snellesdale, 200.

Sneyde, 204.

Sneyde, Ralph, the elder, arm., 197,

199, 204.
the younger, arm., 197,

198, 199, 204.

Sogenhull, Mikill, 290.

Sondwell, Prior of, 288.

Soudeley, Reynold, 262.

Southam, Thorn, de, Abbot of Burton,

244.

Southwell, Donsany, 202.

Spencer, Rich., of Houndesacre, 270.

James, 270.

Spittall, John, 193, 213.

Spott, 205, 211.

Spurrier, John, 195.

Stafford, 193, 204, 205,212, 267, 269.

Foryate, 212, 230.

Raulyn de, 245.
Thorn, de, 247.
Nich. de, 247.

Humph., kt., 248, 249, 293.

Ralph de, 288.

Thorn. Hawkins, Dean of,

269.

Stallington, 21 1.

Standisn, Oliv. de, 289.

Stanford, Ant., 209.

Stanley, John, kt., 266.

Stanton, co. Derby, 280.

Staunton, Rich., 194.
St. Albans, 242.
St. John, John, 217.
St. Modwenne Monastery, near Burton,

285.

Steele, Rob., 194.

Winifred, w. of, 194.

Stephens, Walt., 206.

Stevens, Will., 275, 283.

Stiche, Thorn., 198, 201, 217, 223.

Stoddert, Franc., 212.

Alice, w. of, 212.

James, 212.

Franc., 212.

Dorothy, w. of, 212.

Stodmerslowe, 204, 216.

Stoke-on-Trent, 207, 210, 211, 213,

218, 225.

Stokes, Thorn., 197, 201, 216.

Anne, w. of, 201.

Stone, 205, 211, 214, 225, 235, 252.

Hen., 193.

Rich., 193.

Stonnylowe, 201.

Stonyer, Rich., 230.

Stonywell, Will., 233, 234.

Stratton, 274.

Straveley, Rob.
,
kt.

, 245.

Joan, w. of, 245.

Streethay, 220.

Stretton, 214, 231, 257, 272.
Stuhbes. Thorn., 201.

Sugnell, 226, and see Sogenhull.

Sugways, Thorn., of Dudley, 292.
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Suttehill, John, esq. , 279, 280.

Eliz.
,
w. of, 279, 280.

Sutton Coldfield, 215.

King's, or Great, 215.

John, kt., 247.

John, Lord Dudley, 259, 260.

Swanne, Thorn., 226.

Joan, w. of, 226.

Swaynesmore, 207.

Swettenham, Thorn., 234.

Swindon, 217.

Swinford, King's, 193, 217, 232, 247.

Swinnerton, 197, 219.

Will., 219.

Thorn., 219, 277.

Humph., 289.

Swinscow, 207.

Swinshead, Franc., 220.

Thorn., 262.

T.

Tagge, John, 225.
Anne. w. of, 225.

Taillor, Ris. , of Whichnor, 270, 290.

Talbott, Franc., 193.

Judith, w. of, 193.

Talke, 199, 213, 233.
on the Hill, 201.

Tarnworth, 193, 202, 246, 266, 271,

287, 290.

John, prior of Sondwell, 288.

Tatton, 265.

Tayler, Thorn., 200.

Anne, w. of, 200.

Taylor, Rob., 215,

Isab., w. of, 215.

Tean, see Teyne.
Telwright, Thorn., 215.

Tettesworth, 226.

Tewe, Thorn., 194.

Teyne, 212, 220.

Over, 220, 223.

Nether, 204, 220, 223.

Thorley, George, 192, 220, 223.

Lettice, w. of, 223.

Franc., 220.

Will., 220.

Thornburie, Thorn., 211, 219.

Eliz., w. of, 211.

Will., 211.

John, 222.

Thorneley, Firth, 205.

Thornycroft, Thorn., 197.

Thorp, 256.

Constantine, 196.

Throkmerton, John, 251.

Thursfield, 204, 216.

Thurstans, Thorn., 212.

Tibinton, 259.

Tiddeswell-in-the-Peak, 289.

Tittensor, Thorn., 196.

Tittensor, Thorn., Joan, w. of, 196.

Toft, near Dunchurch, 289.

Tomins, Thorn., 214.

Eliz., w. of, 214.

John, 214.

Tomkis, Thorn., 215.

Dorothy, 221.

Rich. 191, 230.
Eliz.

,
w. of, 230.

Tomlinson, Rob., 194.

Margt., w. of, 194.

Tompson, Lawr., 224.

Tong College, 250.

Tooth, John, the elder, 219.

Towers, Will., 197, 223, 228.

Eliz., w. of, 197, 223.

Toy, Will., 213.

Trenchard, Thorn., kt., 208.

Eliz., w. of, 208.

Trent, fishery in the, 193.

Trentham, 215, 292.

Franc., kt, 205.

Thorn., kt., 205.

Tresle, 218.

Trott, Bapt., 200.

Trussell, Will., kt., 250.

Trysull, see Tresle.

Tuncke, Will., 224.

Tunstall, 200, 204, 207, 208, 215, 216,

234, 270.

Turnock, Rich., 200.

Alice, w. of, 200.

Thorn., 223.

Anne, w. of, 223.

Turton, Will., 191, 194.

Thorn., 194.

Tutbury, 231.

Woodhouse, 222.

Twemlow, Will, 233.

Tyndale, Rob., 271.

Joan, w. of, 271.

U.

Ubberley, 232.

Underbill, John, 203.

Thorn., 203.

Unwin, John, 234.

Ellen, w. of, 234.

Uttoxeter, 214, 219, 229, 233.

Woodland, 219.

V.

Valle, Will., of Wolverhampton, 272.

Kath., w. of, 272.

Venables, Will., 291.

Vernon, Edw., 196.

Will., 218.

Vonelle, Rich. ,
266.
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W.

Wagstaffe, Tim. ,
arm. , 207.

Wakelem, Thorn., 197.

Margt., w. of, 197.

Wakelin, Rog., 274.

Wakeringe, John, arm., 197.

Gilbt., kt., 197.

Walkeden, Will., 197.

Walker, John, the elder, 198.

Kath., w. of, 198.

George, 205.

Will., 275, 283.

Wall, Thorn., 289.

Walsall, 191, 193, 196, 216, 228.

Walsted, 191.

Franc., 191.

Thorn., 191.

Rich., s. and h. of, 191.

Walter, Humph., 202.

Joseph, 212.

Walton-by- Stone, 195, 211.

Rich.
, 226, 290.

Waple, John, 192.

Wardle, John, 226.

Eliz., w. of, 226.

Thorn., 226.

Will., 226.

Wareyn, 243.

John, 243.

Griffith, s. of, 243.

Margt., d. of, 243.

Warslowe, 207.

Warwick, Rich., Earl of, 251, 287.

Anne, Countess of, 287.

Water, Eyton, 214.

Waterfall, 231, 234.
Watson, Will., 212.

Wayne, John, 221.

Webbe, Thorn., 202.

Eliz. , w. of, 202.

Wedgwood, 204, 234.

John, arm., 212, 220.

Margt., w. of, 220.

Will., 213.

Wednesbury, 203, 209, 235, 259, 260.

Wednesfield, 194.

Weeley, Castle of, 251.
Weite, Henry, 250.

Well, Humph., 195.

Eliz., w. of, 195.

Wemerhampton, see Wolverhampton.
Werston, 197.

Wescote, Henry, 210.

Westbromwich, 212, 232.
Weston, 192, 265, 280.

Rich., arm., 193.

John, 198, 234.

John, L.D., 222.

Anne, w. of, 222.

Whalley, Rich., 275.

George, 275.
Whichnor, 270, 290.

While, George, 227.

Whiston, 206, 211, 214, 277.

Ralph, 207.

Whitbrook, John, 222.

Thorn., w. of, 222.

Thorn., 224.

White, Will., 192.

Eliz., w. of, 192.

Will., 225.

Margy., w. of, 225.

Thorn., 233.
Eliz.

,
w. of, 233.

Whitehall, Will., 192.

James, 201.

Rob.
, 204.

George, 221.

Franc., 221.

Elean., w. of, 221.

Whitehouse, Rich., 223.

Will., 223.

Sam., s. and h. of, 223.

Thorn., 235.

Elean., w. of, 235.

Whitgreave, 205.

Rob., 249.

Will., 255.

Humph., 267.

Whithurst, George, 220.

Anne, w. of, 220.

Whitmore, 191, 197, 215, 219.

Franc., 198.

Thorn., 198.
Sam. ,

220.

Dorothy, w. of, 220.

Whitnels end, 218.

Whittakers, Rog., 217.

Whittington, 194, 210, 234, 288.

Rob., 288.

Whorwood, Gerard, 206, 224, 235.

Joice, w. of, 206.

Gerard, arm., 218.

Anne, w. of, 2iF.

Oliver, 213.

Thorn., s, and h. of,

John, arm., 218.

Abigail, w. of, 218.

Franc., 224.

Jane, w. of, 245.

Widewile, Thorn., 242.

Wightwick, Alex., 214.

Wiggerton, 193.

Wigginton, 200, 221,246.

Wilcotes, John, kt., 245.

Eliz., w. of, 219.

Wilcox, John, 202.

Wilkes, Rich., 219.

Eliz., w. of, 245.

Wilkys, John, 268.

Willatt, Anne, 195.

Chris., 208.

Thorn., 235.

Jane, w. of, 235.

Thorn., s. of, 235.
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Willatt, John, 235.

Alice, w. of, 235.

Willesland, co. Salop, 242.

Willies, Will., 206.

Wilmencote, 246.

Wilson, John, 204.

Wilts., James, Earl of, 251.

Wimborne, 220.

Winckle, John, 200.

Windesor, Edm., arm., 192, 216.

Windle, Rich., 213.

Thorn., s. and h. of,

213.

Withering, Will., 233, 236.

Withington, 208.

Wobaston, 203.

Wolgarston, 201.

Wollaston, Walt, 199, 231.

Rich., 210.

Margt., w. of, 210.

Will., 224, 225.

Alice, w. of, 224.

Wolley, John, 277.

Wolrich, Thorn., 231.

Jane, w. of, 231.

Wolseley, 193, 258.- Rob., 193.

Thorn., kt., 193.

Rauff, 258, 273.

Thorn., father of, 258.

Wolstanton, 215, 234.

Wolverhampton, 197, 199, 200, 208,

210, 224, 225, 228, 229, 250, 256,

272, 274.

Womborne, 206, 235.

Wood, John, 203, 212, 255.

Mary, w. of, 203.

Rich., 214, 215.

Rog., 221.

Wode, John of Kele, 255, 257, 268.

Margt., d. of, 268.

Wode, Will., 257.

Rob., 275.
Wodorchard in Aldeleme, 265.

Woodhowses, 207, 211.

Woodhouse, John, 220.

Thorn., 224.

Woodnett, John, 196.
:

Jane, w. of, 196.

John, father of, 196.

Margt., w. of,

196.

Woodsetten, 224.

Worsey, Thorn., the younger, 235.

Mary, 235.

Worsley, Raulin, 255.
Seth, 286.

Margt., w. of, 286.

Wright, George, kt., 211.

John, 220.

Wrottesley, Hugh, kt., 206.

259, 260.

Wynsherst, Will., 272.

Isab., w. of, 272.

Kath., d. of, 272.

Wyot, John, of Stone, 252.

Wyrley, Little, 203, 206.

Great, 214.

Y.

Yardleyend, 199.

Yerlett, Yerletclay, 208.

Yondon, see Endon.

Yonge, Giles, arm., 206.

Thorn., 213, 247.

Dorothy, w. of, 213.

John, 253.

Humph., 267.

York, Laurence, Archb. of, 275.

Yoxall, 197, 223, 228, 229.
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