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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MISCELLANEOUS CIRCULAR NO. 96

Washington, D. C.
February, 1927

Revised March, 1927

CROP REPORT REGULATIONS, 1927

Including Amendments of March 14, 1927

Regulations governing the publication of reports and the information utilized

in the compilation of reports, prepared by the Bureau of Agricultural

Economics, concerning acreages, conditions, yields, farm reserves, or quality

of products of the soil grown within the United States

These regulations shall be effective on and after January 1, 1927.
Regulation 1.—During the year 1927 the Bureau of Agricultural Economics

shall publish on dates hereinafter specified, unless other dates within the partic-

ular months be prescribed by law or amendment to these regulations, and in

the manner hereinafter specified, reports concerning the acreages, conditions,

yields, farm reserves, or quality of products of the soil grown within the Uuited
States as follows:

1. On Tuesday, February 1, 1927, 4 p. m., report on number and value of

livestock on farms.
2. On Tuesday, March 8, 1927, 2 p. m., reports on stocks on farms and ship-

ments out of county of corn, wheat, oats, barley, and rye.

3. On Friday, March 18, 1927, 3 p. m., report on intentions to plant spring-
sown crops, except cotton.

4. On Friday, April 8, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on condition of winter wheat,
rye, and pasture; also reports on condition in certain States of peaches, orange
trees, lemon trees, and grapefruit trees.

5. On Monday, May 9, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on area remaining for harvest,
and condition of winter wheat and rye; stocks of hay on farms; condition of hay,
meadows, and pasture. Also reports on condition in certain States of peaches,
oranges, lemons, grapefruit, apricots, cherries, and almonds.

6. On Tuesday, May 17, 1927, 11 a. m., revision of the report on acreage and
yield of cotton in 1926.

7. On Thursday, June 9, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on condition of winter wheat,
spring wheat, oats, barley, rye, hay, pasture, apples, peaches, pears, oranges,
lemons, grapefruit, apricots, cherries, olives, prunes, plums, almonds, and
walnuts.

8. On Saturday, July 9, 1927, 10 a. m., report on the acreage of cotton in
cultivation as of July 1.

9. On Monday, July 11, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on stocks of wheat on farms,
acreage and condition of corn, winter wheat, spring wheat, oats, barley, rye,
buckwheat, flax, rice, grain sorghums, tame hay, dry edible beans, soy beans,
peanuts, cowpeas, velvet beans, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tobacco, sugar cane,
sugar beets, broomcorn, hops, condition of pasture, Lima beans, apples, peaches,
pears, grapes, oranges, lemons, grapefruit, limes, apricots, cherries, figs, olives,

pineapples, prunes, plums, almonds, pecans, and walnuts.
10. On Monday, August 8, 1927, 11 a. m., report on condition and probable

production of cotton.
11. On Wednesday, August 10, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on preliminary estimates

of production of winter wheat and rye; reports of stocks of oats and barley on
farms; condition of corn, spring wheat, oats, barley, buckwheat, flax, rice, grain
.sorghums, hay, pasture, dry edible beans, Lima beans, soy beans, peanuts, cow-
peas, velvet beans, apples, peaches, pears, grapes, oranges, lemons, grapefruit,
limes, apricots, figs, olives, pineapples, prunes, plums, almonds, pecans, walnuts,
potatoes, sweet potates, tobacco, sugar cane, sugar beets, broomcorn, and hops.

12. On Wednesday, August 17, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on intentions to plant
winter wheat and rye.
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13. On Thursday, September 8, 1927, 11 a. m., report on condition and prob-
able production of cotton, and estimate of acreage of cotton abandoned since
July 1.

14. On Friday, September 0, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on preliminary estimates
of production of timothy hay, apricots, and plums; condition of corn, spring
wheat, oats, barlev, buckwheat, flax, rice, grain sorghums, hay, clover seed,
pasture, dry edible beans, Lima beans, soy beans, peanuts, cowpeas, velvet beans,
apples, peaches, pears, grapes, oranges, lemons, grapefruit, limes, figs, olives,
prunes, almonds, pecans, walnuts, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tobacco, sugar cane,
sugar beets, broomcorn, and hops.

15. On Saturday, October 8, 1927, 11 a. m., report on condition and probable
production of cotton.

16. On Monday, October 10, 1927, 3 p. in., reports on preliminary estimate of
production of spring wheat, oats, barley, hay, dry edible beans, Lima beans,
peaches, prunes, broomcorn, and hops; condition of corn, buckwheat, flax, rice,

grain sorghums, timothy seed, clover seed, alfalfa seed, pasture, soy beans,
peanuts, cowpeas, velvet beans, apples, pears, grapes, oranges, lemons, grapefruit,
limes, figs, olives, almonds, pecans, walnuts, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tobacco,
sugar cane, and sugar beets. / f

17. On *ExSsl&y, November /|, 1927, 11a. m., report on probable production
of cotton. ^~i^-a^.

18. On Thursday, November 10, 1927,3 p. m., reports on preliminary estimate
of production of corn, buckwheat, rice, flaxseed, grain sorghums, clover seed, soy
beans, peanuts, cowpeas, velvet beans, apples, pears, grapes, figs, almonds,
pecans, walnuts, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tobacco; condition of oranges, lemons,
grapefruit, limes, olives, sugar cane, sugar beets, and sorgo for sirup; weight per
measured bushel of grains.

19. On Thursday, December S, 1927, 11a. m., report on preliminary estimate
of production of cotton, and estimate of acreage of cotton abandoned since July 1.

20. On Monday, December 19, 1927, 4 p. in., reports on acreage, production,
and value, December 1, of corn, winter wheat, spring wheat, oats, barley, rye.

buckwheat, flaxseed, rice, grain sorghums, hay, clover seed, dry edible beans,
peanuts, potatoes, sweet potatoes, tobacco, sugar cane, sugar beets, sorgo for

sirup, broomcorn, hops, and commercial truck crops; production and value of

apples, peaches, pears, grapes, oranges, and cranberries; also reports for certain

States on preliminary estimates of production of oranges, lemons, grapefruit,

and limes.

21. On Wednesday, December 21, 1927, 3 p. m., reports on acreage and con-

dition or fall-sown winter wheat and rye for harvest in 1927.

Regulation 2.—The contents and every part of the contents of each and every
report specified in regulation 1, and the information and every part of the

information utilized in the preparation of each and every such report, shall be
withheld from publication until the time specified for the publication of the

report by regulation 1 or such amendments thereto as may be made from time

to time: ' Provided, That the details of reports for States cooperating under agree-

ment with the department in gathering crop and livestock statistics may, when
officially requested by the State agency, be withheld from publication on the

dates specified herein for the release of the various crop reports and may be

published in Washington and in those States at such time as may be agreed

upon in advance, but in no event later than the 10th of the month.
Regulation 3.—The Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics shall nomi-

nate for designation by the Secretary of Agriculture from the staff of the

Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates the chairman and other members of

the crop reporting board, not less than three of whom shall, in the case of cotton

crop reports, be selected in compliance with the act of May 3, 1924 (43 Stat. L.

115). .
, .

Regulation 4.—The Secretary of Agriculture, the Assistant Secretary of Agri-

culture, such person as may bedesignatcd for the time being as Acting Secretary

of Agriculture the Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, the Assistant

Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, members of the crop reporting

board, and employees actually engaged at the time in aiding the crop reporting"

board, in the preparation of the particular report or reports shall be entitled to

receive, in advance- of the publication^ each of the reports specified in regulation

1, information concerning the contents thereof, but no officer or employee of the

Department of Agriculture, or person acting in any capacity under or by virtue

of the authority of the Department of Agriculture, who, by virtue of the office.

employment, or position held by him, shall become possessed of any information
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concerning the acreages, conditions, yields, farm reserves, or quality, or any other
information which might exert an influence upon or effect the market value of

any products of the soil dealt with by the Bureau of Agricultural Economies
and specified in Regulation 1, shall wilfully impart such information, or any part
thereof, directly or indirectly, before the official release of such information to
the public, to any other officer or employee of the Department of Agriculture,
or person acting in any capacity under or by virtue of the authority of the
Department of Agriculture, excepting the officers and employees of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture hereinbefore named as entitled to receive such information
in advance, or to any other person whomsoever.

Regulation 5.—These regulations may be amended at any time by order of
the Secretary of Agriculture.
Regulation 6.—The Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics shall deliver

a copy of these regulations, copies of such amendments thereto as may be made
from time to time, and copies of sections 123 and 124 of the act of March 4, 1909
(35 Stat. 1110), to every officer or employee of the Department of Agriculture,
or person acting in any capacity under or by virtue of the authority of the
Department of Agriculture who, by virtue of the office, employment, or position
held by him may become possessed of any information concerning the acreages,
conditions, yields, farm reserves, or quality, or any other information which
might exert an influence upon or affect the market value of any products of the
soil dealt with by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and specified in regula-
tion 1, and take his receipt therefor. Every such copy shall contain an accurate
description of these regulations, of sections 123 and 124 of the act of March 4,

1909 (35 Stat. 1110), or of amendments to those regulations, as the case may be,

and shall be recorded and filed in the office of the Chief of the Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economics.

// Secretary of Agriculture.

Extracts from laws relating to the collection and issuance of crop and live-

stock reports:

Revised Statutes, Section 520:
Sec. 520. There shall be at the seat of government a Department of Agriculture, the general design and

duties of which shall be to acquire and to diffuse among the people of the United States useful informa-
tion on subjects connected with agriculture in the most general and comprehensive sense of that
word * * *.

Act March 4, 1909 (35 Stat. 1088, 1111):
Sec. 123. Whoever, being an officer or employee of the United States or a person acting for or on behalf

of the United States, in any capacity under or by virtue of the authority of any department or office

thereof, and while holding such office, employment, or position shall, by virtue of the office, employment,
or position held by him, become possessed of any information which might exert an influence upon or
affect the market value of any product of the soil grown within the United States, which information
is by law or by the rules of the department or office required to be withheld from publication until a fixed
time, and shall willfully impatf, directly or indirectly, such information, or any part thereof, to any person
not entitled under the law or the rules of the department or office to receive the same; or shall, before
such information is made public through regular official channels, directly or indirectly speculate in any
such product respecting which he has thus become possessed of such information, by buying or selling

the same in any quantity, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or
both: Provided, That no person shall be deemed guilty of a violation of any such rule unless prior to
such alleged violation he shall have had actual knowledge thereof.

Sec. 124. Whoever, being an officer or employee of the United States and whose duties require the com-
pilation or report of statistics or information relative to the soil, shall knowingly compile for issuance, or
issue, any false statistics or information as a report of the United States shall be fined not more than
$5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

Act March 4, 1909, Chapter 301 (35 Stat. 1039, 1053):
* * * That hereafter the monthly crop reports, which shall be gathered as far as practicable from prac"

tical farmers, and which shall be issued on or before the 10th of each month, shall embrace statements o1

the conditions of crops by states, in the United States with such explanations, comparisons, and infor"

mation as may be useful for illustrating the above matter, and that it shall be submitted to and
officially approved by the Secretary of Agriculture before being issued or published: * * *

Act May 27, 1912 (37 Stat. 118):

That the Secretary of Agriculture be directed to cause the Bureau of Statistics of the Department of

Agriculture to issue a report, on or about the first Monday in July of each year, showing by states and
in total the number of acres of cotton then in cultivation in the United States.

Act May 3, 1924 (43 Stat. L. 115):

* * * That hereafter the Secretary of Agriculture shall discontinue acreage reports based upon
farmers' intention to plant cotton and shall cause to be issued between July 1 and December 1 semi-
monthly reports as to the condition, progress, and probable production of cotton. No such report shall

be approved and released by the Secretary of Agriculture until it shall have been passed upon by a
cotton crop reporting committee or board consisting of five members or more to be designated by him,
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not less than three of which shall be supervisory field statisticians of the Department of \griculture
located in different sections of the cotton-growing States, experienced in estimating cotton production
and who have first-hand knowledge of the condition of the cotton crop based on recent field observations
and a majority of which committee or board shall be familiar with the methods and practices of produc-
ing cotton: Provided, That the foregoing reports as of the following dates, August 1. \ugust P. Sep-
tember l, September 16, October l, October 18, November i, November 14, and Dec.:: i,er l shall be
released simultaneously with the cotton-ginning reports of the Bureau of the Census r

dates, the two reports to be issued from the same place at 11 o'clock antemeridian of the eighth day fol-
lowing that to which the respective reports relate. When such date of release falls on Sunday or ;i "legal
holiday the report shall be issued at 11 o'clock antemeridian of the next succeeding workday.

'

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act are b led to
the extent of such inconsistency.

Act April 2, 1924 (43 Stat. 31):

The Director of the Census shall furnish to the Department of Agriculture immediately prior to the
publication of each report of that bureau regarding the cotton crop the latest a\ erein-
before mentioned, and the said Department of Agriculture shall publish the same in connection with
each of its reports concerning cotton. (Sec. 2.)

That in addition to the information regarding cotton in the United States hereinbefore provided for,
the Director of the Census shall compile, by correspondence or the use of published reports and docu-
ments, any available information concerning the production, consumption, and stocks of cotton in
foreign count ries, and the numberof cotton-consuming spindles in such countries. Each report published
by the Bureau of Census regarding cotton shall contain an abstract of the late I lation
obtained under the provisions of this section, and the Director of the Census shall furnish I

the Department of Agriculture foi publication in connection with the reports of that department con-
cerning cotton in the same manner as in the case of statistics relating to the United E i

/ That the reports of cotton ginned to the dates as of which the Department of Agriculture is also
required to issue cotton reports shall be issued simultaneously with the cotton-crop reports of that
department, the two reports to be issued from the same place at 11 o'clock antemeridan upon the eighth
day following that to which the respective reports relate. When such date of release falls on Sun
a legal holiday the reports shall be issued at 11 o'clock antemeridian on the next succeeding wo)
(Sec. 6.)

January, 1927 (appropriation act for fiscal year beginning July 1, 1327):

* * * For collecting, compiling, abstracting, analyzing, summarizing, interpreting, and publishing
data relating to agriculture, including crop and livestock estimates, acreage, yield, grades, staples of cot-
ton, stock, and value of farm crops, and numbers, grades, and value of livestock and livestock products on
farms, in cooperation with the Extension Service, and other Federal, State, and local agencies: * * *

Provided further, That no part of the funds herein appropriated 9&aH be available for any expense incident
to ascertaining, collating, or publishing a report stating the intentions of farmers as to the acreage to be
planted in cotton : Provided further, Tnat no part of the funds herein appropriated shall be available for
the preparation of mid-monthly reports of cotton estimates for the months of July, August, and Novem-
ber. • • •

Act March 3, 1927 (— Stat. —):

That of the reports issued by the Secretary of Agriculture, pursuant to the act entitled "An act author-
izing the Department of Agriculture to issue semimonthly cotton crop reports and providing for their
publication simultaneously with the ginning reports of the Department of Commerce," approved May, 3

1924, only five shall be issued hereafter, one as of August 1, one as of September 1, one as of October 1, one
as of November l,and one as of December 1, each of which shall state the condition and progress of the
crop and the probable number of bales which will be ginned, these reports to be issued simultaneously with
the cotton-ginning reports of the Bureau of the Census relating to the same dates, the two reports to be
issued from the same place at eleven antemeridian of the eighth day following that to which the
respective reports relate. When such date of release falls on Sunday or a legal holiday the report shall

be issued at eleven antemeridian of the next succeeding workday." (Sec. 5.)

The Secretary of Agriculture shall cause to be issued a report on or before the 10th day of July of each
year showing by states and in toto the number of acres of cotton in cultivation on July 1, to be followed
on September 1 and December 1 with an estimate of the acreage of cotton abandoned since July 1. (tec.C.)
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