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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED
WHAT IS THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION?

It Is the national organization of tbe medical pTof«aston and li made op
of tbe combined tnembersblp of the Various Mate medical assoclatlona, imlcb.
In turn, aria made up of local (district or county) medical aodetlea. Aaumt
tbe tbousands of: pbyslclans wbo form the Am^lcan Hgdlcal Association,
are tbe leading members of tbe medical profession of tbe United States,

Host of tbese pbyslclans are Fellows of tbB American Hedlcal Association,
1. e., members irbo bare associated tbemselTes to form tbe Sctentlflc Assembly.

WHAT are:some of the things IT IS DOINOr
It publlsbes:
Tha Journal of the Amarlean Medical Aisoelatlon, tbe leading medical

loumal of tbe United States.
^

Hygeia^-A montbly ^maifaslne wb^^'-jnterprets to the. public the facta
regwdlng sclentfflc medlclnfi.; It;afiscrlbes In everyday language tbe progress
of medical Bclenee and diUemlnates ijealr. usable Information concerning the
pieseryatlon'^of heaWh. ":(-":'

;"i'-':''
;.;•*'"-''

It maintains a

:

Chemical Laboratory.
—

^Tbls makes original Investlgatlona of a purely
scientific nature' and also analyzes nostrums of various Unds.

Counell on Pharmacy and Chemistry.—Xbis investigates and reports on
medicines used by pbyslclans.

Council en Physical Tharapy.-^Tbla Investigates and reports on physical
(mechanical, electrical, etc.)A devices used by pbyslclans In diagnosis and
treatment. .

Counell on Madleal Edusatlon and Hospitals.—^Ibls (a) conducts a clearing
house for Information, regarding medical colleges, medical and premedlcal
education and licensure and bospltals; (b) Inspects and elasslfles medical
colleges and Investigates hospitals, and (c) publishes annual statistics on
these subjects and Issues Informative pamphlets.

Bureau of Legal Medicine and Legislation.—This (a) keeps In touch with
federal and state legislative activities of Interest to tbe medical profession
so as to safeguard the Interests of the physician; (b) assists state associa-
tions and county societies, and (c) acta In an advisory capacity to assist
Individual physicians In solving their medicolegal problems.

Bureau of -Health and Publla Instruction.—This seeks to promote the health
education of tbe public through (a) Hygela; (b) a series: of pamphlets on
nearly 100 separate topics; (c) by fumlshlng material to asstet physicians
and others In preparing addreEses on health topics; (d) by radio talks;
(e) by coaperatlve activity with other organizations, and (f) by promoting
special health activities.

Bureau of Investigation^—This has for its primary object the dissemination
of information on the nostrum evil, quackery and allied sublects. It has
become a clearing bouse for Information on tbe subjects vrlth which it deals,
Federal and state health officials, municipal health departments. Better Busi-
ness Bureaus, .teachers in schools and colleges, editors of magazines and

! sewspapers, :bealth:.offlclsIs In various parts of ttte -world lelel^^lnqulries to the
•Aureaii^or. Ittf(^intation on "patent medicines," quacks, etc. Information is
doUected through (a) original investigation supplewentedi when necessary, by
analytical wcwk done in tbe Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical
Assoclatibii ; W data received from state and municipal boards of health
and federal reports ; (c) information ptiblisbed In tecbnlcal and lay Journals,
botb domestic ahdqforelgn r (d) reports -of special commissions. Information
Is disseminated throiigh (a) The Journal of the American Medical Aisoelatlon
and Hynljt/' (h) iett^ in answer to inquiries; (e) matter published in books
and pamphlets; (d) hducational placards^ and (e) public lectures, illustrated

'*with lantein sHdesv ^

The Functions of tha Bureau of Investigation Are
Wholly Educational In Charactei^—Net Punitive

DO YOU WANT INFORMATION ABOUT A QUACK, A "PATENT MEDU
CINE," A MEDICAL FAD OR FADDIST. A FREAK TREATMENT

OR A MEDICAL FRAUD?

WRITE TO THE BUREAU OF IN|yE8TtGATI0NI

Printed and Published in the United States of America



EPILEPSY "CURES" AND "TREATMENTS'

FOREWORD
The cause of epilepsy is still a mystery. In certain cases the "fits" are due

to injuries of the skull, the brain or the membranes that cover the brain—the

meninges. Such cases can sometimes be relieved by an operation. Another type

of epilepsy appears to be definitely associated with a poisoning of the system

—

an intoxication. Some who have given the subject years of study hold that true

epilepsy is a disease of the mind. One thing seems certain : Epilepsy is not a

clear cut condition but includes a certain group of symptoms that diflfer widely

as to their origin or causes.

The rational treatment of epilepsy will naturally depend on finding, if it is

possible, the cause in each case, and then removing that cause. Few conditions

known in medicine call for greater individuality in treatment than does epilepsy.

Even with the best of such treatment, the results may be disappointing. There-

fore sufferers from epilepsy fall easy victims to the wiles of the epilepsy cure

quack, who, without knowledge or conscience, leads the sufferer to believe that

in his secret combination of drugs, he has discovered the long-sought remedy for

the condition.

For many years the drugs mainly relied on to control seizures of epilepsy

were the bromides. But the bromides must be used with caution. While they

will reduce the frequency of the attacks, the bromides will not cure epilepsy

;

moreover, the long-continued and continuous use of bromides brings about physical

and mental deterioration.

Within the last few years a new drug has been used in the treatment of

epileptic seizures, phenobarbital, introduced under the proprietary name "Luminal."

For some time after it was introduced luminal was supposed to be free from
practically all the ill effects that followed the continued use of the bromides. More
extended experience proved, however, what has been proved so many times, that

any drug that is powerful enough to be of value is also powerful enough to be

dangerous. During the last two or three years reports of the harmful effects of

the continued use of luminal and of overdosage have appeared in medical literature.

There are on the market a great many quack remedies sold under the claim,

either direct or implied, that they will cure epilepsy. None of them, of course,

will do anything of the sort. Until the introduction of luminal, practically all

of the "epilepsy cures" on the market consisted essentially of bromides. As the

use of luminal for controlling attacks became more common among the medical

profession, the epilepsy cure quacks began to adopt this drug for their uses. Today,
practically every alleged epilepsy cure, sold either through the drug stores or on
the mail-order plan, has for its essential drug bromides or luminal. In some
instances the quacks use both, putting out a bromide mixture under one name
and a luminal mixture under another, and using different company names for

their exploitation.

What follows is a brief abstract of information that has been accumulated by
the Bureau of Investigation of the American Medical Association of the more
wiHely advertised "epilepsy cures" now on the market.



Acoma.—This was sold as an alleged specific for epilepsy by the Acoraa

Chemical Company, St. Louis, Mo. To get what mail-order quacks call a

"sucker list" circular letters were sent to the postmasters of small towns, askmg

them to send in the names of people with epilepsy. The postmaster was told

that he would receive 25 cents for every order placed by those in his list. The

Acoma tablets, when examined in the chemical laboratory of the American Medical

Association, were found to contain phenobarbital (luminal).

ARC.—The medical profession was widely circularized by the American

Remedies Company of Rockford, 111., in 1927, which had for sale the ARC
Epilepsy Remedy. Free samples were oflfered. The product itself was a grayish

powder that came in capsules. The Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical

Associated analyzed ARC and reported that the contents of the capsules averaged

about ZVz grains, of which about 1J4 grains was phenobarbital (luminal), together

with some laxative and a small amount of dye.

—

(I. A. M. A., Oct. 1, 1927.)

Boxenbaum Discovery.—In December, 1914, one Beni Boxenbaum who traded

as Boxenbaum, Son & Company, Philadelphia, shipped a quantity of this nostrum

in interstate commerce. This bromide mixture was fraudulently represented as

a marvelous and speedy remedy for the cure of epilepsy, convulsions and spasms

and as the only effective remedy for epileptic fits, when, in truth and in fact, it-

was not. On July 10, 1916, the defendant pleaded guilty to the charge of mis-

branding and was fined $10.

—

(Notice of Judgment No. 5089; issued Jan. 29, 1918.)

Bromiocarpine.—This French preparation has a fairly extensive sale as a

remedy, according to "More Secret Remedies," published in 1912 by the British

Medical Association. The chemists of that association analyzed the nostrum
and reported that it consisted of potassium bromid, 8.9 per cent.; alkaloid,

0.0035 per cent.; sugar, 54 per cent., and glycerin, 10 per cent, together with

small amounts of alcohol, flavoring and coloring matter.

Brown's Vervain Restorative Assimilant.—This product, put out by one
"Professor O. Phelps Brown," is discussed in "Secret Remedies" (1909), pub-
lished by the British Medical Association. According to this authority it was
exploited "for the positive and speedy cure of epilepsy or fits, dyspepsia, indi-

gestion, all derangements of the stomach and bowels, and for every form of

debility, no matter from what source it may arise. An unequaled tonic and
nervine." The British chemists reported that they found it to consist of:

Decoction of vervain (2 ounces to a pint) 4 fluidrams
;
port wine, 1 fluidram

;

alcohol, 2 fluidrams, and water to make 1 fluidounce.

Converse Treatment.—The Converse Treatment Company
of Columbus, Ohio, sold its cure on the mail-order plan. One
H. E. Sanderson seems to have been the head of the concern.

The names of sufferers from epilepsy were obtained by writing

to the mayors, presidents of city councils, or justices of the

peace of small towns offering a small dictionary for the names

of four epileptics, a fountain pen for three names, a cook book
for two names, and a song book for one name. When the Con-

verse "treatment" was analyzed in the chemical laboratory of

the American Medical Association some years ago, it was found

to be a bromide mixture. The company not only kept this fact

from the public but led the victim to infer that the stuff con-

tained no bromides by stating that bromides "tend to aggravate

the trouble in the long run."—f/. A. M. A., April 24, 1915;

Dec. 2, 1922.)



Croney's Specific.—This was put on the market by one James T. Croney of

Columbus, Ohio, who called himself a "specialist" in epilepsy. The product was
sold on the mail-order plan. One method Croney used in obtaining a "sucker

list" was that of writing to the mayors of small towns and also to the local

agents of express companies, asking these people to furnish him with the names
of suflferers from epilepsy in their neighborhoods. To the

persons whose names were thus furnished, a form-letter

was sent, so prepared as to resemble a personal communi-
cation. It offered the usual "free trial treatment." When
the Croney's Specific was analyzed in the Chemical Labo-
ratory of the American Medical Association, it was found

to be essentially a mixture of bromides.

—

(J. A. M. A.,

April 17, 1915.)

E-Lep-Tine.—This is an epilepsy cure of the usual

type. It is put on the market by the Miller Medicine

Company, St. Mary's Kan. In addition to its "cure for

(its" the Miller Medicine Company also puts out a purga-

tive tablet "Rellim"—a rather obvious inversion of Miller.

E-Lep-Tine has been marketed under the usual misleading

claims, and there is nothing about the advertising matter

to lift this product above the mediocrity of worthlessness

common to epilepsy nostrums. "A large number of

so-called 'cures' have been ofifered to afflicted persons,"

says the Miller Medicine Company, "but very few of them
have effected any absolute cures." But

:

"Dr. Miller has to his credit now more cures than any prac-

ticing physician."

The references in the advertising matter to the fact

that taking E-Lep-Tine will produce drowsiness in the

patient and, in certain instances, "cause small pimples to show on the body''

naturally lead one to conclude that the essential drug in E-Lep-Tine, as might
be expected, is some form of bromides.

The Indiana State Board of Health, in the second edition of its bulletin.

Medical Frauds, gives the following information regarding E-Lep-Tine

:

Sodium and potassium bromids 16 per cent.

Alcohol 6 per cent.

Ammonium valerate.

The Indiana chemists also state that while the price of this nostrum is $1.75,

its value is 10 cents.—f/. A. M. A., June 12, 1915.)

Epilepson.-—This was put on the market by the Epilepson Company, Inc.,

of Brooklyn, N. Y., the name of which was later changed to Remedy Products,

Inc., of New York City. In part of its advertising, the exploiters of this nostrum
quoted freely from exposes published by the American Medical Association of

other quack epilepsy remedies. The theme played up by the "Epilepson" concern

was to the effect that the bromide treatment of epilepsy was harmful and that

bromides did more damage than good. When Epilepson was examined in the

Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association, it was found to be

another of the phenobarbital (luminal) mixtures.—f/. A. M. A., April 7, 1928.)

Fitzkure.—This is another English product dealt with in "More Secret

Remedies" (1912), published by the British Medical Association. The stuff.



it seems, was put out by a concern calling Itself "The London Medicine Co.,

of London, and the advertising matter bore a striking resemblance to that

used by J. Gilbert Dale of London, exploiter of "Imperatirie." The British

Medical Association's chemists analyzed "Fitzkure" and reported the formula

to be, approximately, potassium iodid. Ml parts, ammonium bromid, 26.63

parts; potassium citrate, 1 part; iron (calculated as fer-

rous sulphate), O.S part; alcohol, 1.7 parts by measure;

traces of oil of aniseed and burnt sugar, and water to

make 100 parts by measure.

Grant's Cure.—This preparation was sold from

Kansas City, Mo., by Fred E. Grant. The product has

been advertised in cheap magazines, especially those that

circulate in rural districts. Those who answered the

advertisements received the usual circular-letter, together

with a batch of testimonials. Analysis of the Grant

nostrum, made in the Chemical Laboratory of the Ameri-

can Medical Association, showed the product to be a

brown liquid containing the equivalent of about 10 grains

of potassium bromide to each teaspoonful.—/. A. M. A.,

Sept. 4, 1915.)

Guertin's Nerve Syrup.—This was sold by a Cin-

cinnati concern known, variously, as the Kalmus Chemical

Company and the Otto Kalmus Company. Many years

ago, one Otto Kalmus of Cincinnati conducted an epilepsy-

cure fraud known as the Epileptic Institute. In 1908, the

postal authorities put the concern out of business by

declaring it a .fraud and debarring it from the use of the

mails. Kalmus' scheme was to advertise that he could

cure epilepsy by a secret remedy known as the Schonka
Treatment. The government proved that his remedies

were, in fact, the bromides with adonis vernalis. Kalmus
had connected with his "institute" one A. L. Guertin.

Kalmus himself was not a physician; A. L. Guertin was.
It was reported that Guertin received |35 a month for his services to the "institute."

Guertin's Nerve Syrup was analyzed by the Chemical Laboratory of the American
Medical Association and found to be another bromide mixture, the maximum
recommended daily dose of which corresponded to about 111 grains of potassium
bromide.— f/. A. M. A., March 27, 1915.)

Herbetta Curine.—This nostrum is put on the market by the Herbetta Medi-
cme Co., Indianapolis, Ind. According to the advertising matter

:

"Herbetta Curine is not an old remedy worked over. ... it is not a nostrum or
patent medicine. It is a scientific combination of four tablets discovered only after prolonged
and diligent experience and research."

Tfie company says that Herbetta Curine is not a cure-all; it is merely
intended

:

•'To improve the digestion and assimilation of food."

'*To restore tone and vigor to the wornout and exhausted nervous system."

"To restore the natural action of the liver, kidneys and bowels."

"To make rich blood."

"To put health and life into the whole bpdy."

"To restore the sexual organs to their natural functions."



A specimen of Herbetta Curine was received from a correspondent recently.

The package contained three envelopes labeled 1, 2 and 3, respectively, and in

addition a number of red tablets. The following examination is reported by the

Association's laboratory

:

Envelope No. 1 :—This contained small, light green tablets. Tests indicated

that these tablets contained a water-soluble phosphate of iron.

Envelope No. 2 :—This contained small gray tablets which were very bitter

and probably consisted essentially, or largely, of some "bitter tonic."

Envelope 3 :—This contained small green tablets which responded to tests

for aloes or aloin. These tablets constituted the laxative agent in the "treat-

ment."

Red Tablets :—These had a strong odor of sassafras and tests indicated that

they were essentially strontium and potassium bromide.

Each "treatment" costs $5 and the company oflfers to issue a "guarantee" to

the effect that after thirteen treatments are taken the victim may have subsequent

treatments for $1.50 each "as long as treatment may be needed."

—

(J. A. M. A.,

June 12, 1915.)

Hale's Epileptic Relief.—This was manufactured by the Dr. Hale Labora-

tories of New York City, and was advertised under the claim that it "cures fits

and epilepsy." There was the usual offer of a free sample. Those who answered

the advertisements received a four-ounce bottle of a brown liquid, together with a

NXEPTIC RELIEF Now Preacnbed
. by the best
N. Y. Speculiatt.
Contgusn Fits^anJ

$1.^ TreataDCBt
FREE

Wtile today
DR. HALE
LABOIlATORy

«E.W<lkirSt.ii.1C;

small package of tablets. They also received a form-letter from the Dr. Hale
Laboratories. Commerical agencies reported that the apparent proprietor of

Dr. Hale Laboratories was one O. C. Hoyt; there were, of course, no labora-

tories. When analyzed, the brown-colored fluid, which was supposed to con-

stitute the Epileptic Relief, was found by the Chemical Laboratory of the American
Medical Association to be a bromide mixture, each teaspoonful containing the

equivalent of 13 grains of potassium bromide. The tablets were found to be

laxative.—f/. A. M. A.. March 4, 1922.)

Hunter's Epilepsy Cure.—This was exploited by LaFayette M. Hunter of

Little Rock, Ark., under the trade name. Dr. Hunter Laboratories. There was
connected with Hunter one H. S, Brevoort. Both Brevoort and Hunter had
previously operated quack advertising offices elsewhere. Later, Brevoort's name
failed to appear in connection with Hunter's mail-order quackery, but did appear

in connection with a testimonial for the Hunter product. Hunter used to empha-



size in his advertising that his preparation would stop seizures from the first day

that it was used. The Hunter "remedy" came in the form of a white powder in

colored capsules. When analyzed in the Chemical Laboratory of the American

Medical Association, the stuff was found to be about one-fourth phenobarbital

(luminal) and three-fourths milk sugar! More recently, the Hunter outfit has

used a different trade name—the Dexo Chemical Company—putting out another

alleged remedy for epilepsy under the name, Dexo. This, when analyzed by the

Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association, was found to be a

bromide mixture.—r/. A. M. A., June 19, 1926.)

Imperatine.—According to "More Secret Remedies"

(1912), published by the British Medical Association, this

product was put out by one J. Gilbert Dale of London.

Chemists of that association analyzed "Imperatine" and

reported it to be, essentially, potassium iodide, l.SS parts;

ammonium bromide, 15.78 parts ; iron (calculated as ferrous

sulphate), 1 part; alcohol, 4.15 parts by measure; sugars,

6 parts ; burnt sugar and oil of sassafras, traces ; and water,

to make 100 parts by measure.

—

("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet,

1922.)

Kline's Nerve Remedy.—This used to be sold under

the name of Dr. Kline's Epilepsy Cure, put out by Dr. R. H.
Kline of Philadelphia. Later, it became Kline's Nerve
Remedy, sold by the Dr. R. H. Kline Company of New York
City, and sent out from the same address as the Lexington
Drug and Chemical Company, which exploited another "epi-

lepsy cure" known as Waterman's. The Dr. R. H. Kline
Company used to declare that it had its laboratories at Red
Bank, N. J. This was the location of A. W. Chappell and
his employee, H. W. Perkins, M.D., who sold Perkins'

Favorite Prescription. Those that wrote to the Dr. R. H.
Kline concern received a letter signed H. W. Perkins, M.D.
There seems to have been a Dr. Ji. H. Kline many years ago,
but he has long been dead. Dr. Kline's Nerve Remedy was

analyzed by the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association and
found to be a bromide mixture, having identically the same composition as the
product put out under the name. Dr. Waterman's Tonic Restorative.

—

(J. A M A
March 6, 1915.)

Kositie.—This nostrum, sold by the Kosine Company, Washington, D. C, has
been advertised as "A Reliable Remedy for Epilepsy, St. Vitus Dance and all

nervous disorders due to a diseased condition of the nervous system." The stufi

was analyzed by the chemists of the Connecticut State Agricultural Station in

1914 and found to be a watery solution containing approximately 11 grains of

antipyrin, 100 grains of ammonium bromid and 31 grains of sodium bromid—or,

to quote : "The analysis shows that the activity of the remedy depends largely

on bromids, drugs commonly used in the various epilepsy 'cures' on the market.
It is well recognized by competent authorities that the bromids are not a 'cure'

for epilepsy, but simply a palliative or sedative tending to suppress the attacks.

There is no drug treatment known that will cure this disease, which is one of

the most intractable diseases to treat. Furthermore, the long-continued use of

bromids is not without danger." Although |1.50 is charged for the nostrum the

Connecticut chemists estimate that "the amount of drugs in the 16 oz. bottle of

Kosine would cost at retail about Jy^ cents."

—

("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)

,
Dr.RRKIinsCompiiny

I

1 1|U*<W"«»^ «n« 'W.J-'.
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Koenig's Nerve Tonic.—The.Koenig Medicine Com-
pany, Chicago, III., made a preparation called "Pastor

Koenig's Nerve Tonic." The government declared that

the stuff was misbranded because the curative claim;!

made for it were false and fraudulent and werp

applied knowingly for the purpose of defrauding pur

chasers. It was claimed that the preparation was "A

Natural Remedy for Epileptic Fits ... St. Vitus

Dance . . . Dizziness, Inebriety . . . Spinal and

Brain Weakness.'' Other equally ridiculous claims

appeared on the package. The Koenig Medicine Com-
pany appeared as claimant. The court entered judgment

of condemnation and forfeiture and ordered that the prod-

uct should be delivered to the claimant after the cost of

the proceedings had been paid and a bond of $200 exe-

cuted, one of the conditions being that the product should

be relabeled under supervision of a government official.

—

(Notice of Judgment No. 4531; issued Feb. 8, 1917.)

Lepso.—This nostrum is sometimes advertised under the name of M. Lepso,

Box 226, Milwaukee, Wis., and at other times by the Lepso Company, Island

Avenue, Milwaukee. In addition to advertising in the cheap magazines the

Lepso Company has obtained the names of victims by purchasing them from
letter brokers. In this connection the following paragraph from a circular letter

sent out by the Lepso Company is interesting:

"A dealer in lists of names informed me that he had some names of people who are

afflicted with Epilepsy for sale and he thought that I could use these names. I inquired as

to how he happened to get his list of names and was informed that a so-called Epileptic

Remedy company had sold them to him. So evidently once upon a time you must have
answered an advertisement of a so-called company. It was certainly surprising for me to

learn that these companies have no more loyalty or respect for the confidence of their

customers than to betray them in this manner. As for myself, I would never think of

selling the names of people who answer our ad. We keep all letters strictly confidential

as any firm ought to have honor enough to do. Well, 1 got this list of names from this

dealer because I know that our 'lepso' is a real fit remedy."

After a cursory analysis of Lepso in 1911 the Association's laboratory

reported

:

"Contains bromids equivalent to about 6.8 grams potassium bromid in each

fluidounce."

•'HA I CURED MY DAUGHTER Iv eimplaI I I ^^ ^'scoverf. Doctors gava her up. Will send CDCC11 1 !#«.£, tErS0.IalandATe.MILWAPKS&WI3.rilCC

As the dose recommended was one-half ounce, this was equivalent to giving

3.4 grams (51 grains) of potassium bromid to the dose. Such a dangerous

mixture may be sold indiscriminately to the public without warning or even

mention of presence of bromids.— ('Z. A. M. A., June 12, 1915.)

Lindley's Epilepsy Remedy.—This nostrum was exploited by one A. K.

Hollowell under the alias New Vienna Medicine Company and sold as a cure

for epilepsy. Analyzed by the Bureau of Chemistry, the "remedy" was found to be
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a solution of bromids in water and alcohol. .It was declared misbranded both

because of the falsity of the therapeutic claims and because the
_

proportion

of alcohol was not given on label. The defendant pleaded guilty and was

fined |200 and costs.—(Notice of Judgment No. 1093; issued Sept. 30, 1911.)

May's Formula.—W. H. May, M.D., of New York City, sold this nostrum

on the mail-order plan. At an earlier time, it was known as Dr. May's Epilep-

ticide. In the earlier advertising matter sent out by May, there appeared a

number of astonishing falsehoods which were omitted from later editions—a modi-

fication that might have been due either to an awakened conscience or to a healthy

dread of the Post Office fraud order department. May, in common with most

epilepsy-cure quacks, attempted to frighten his potential victims by describing

some of the terrible things that might happen to sufferers from epilepsy. The
price of the remedy sold by May was not a fixed quantity.

The amount first asked was $3 a bottle, which came down,

by easy stages, to $2. Analysis by the Chemical Laboratory

of the American Medical Association brought out the fact

that, in addition to 7 per cent of alcohol, the stuff contained,

also, the equivalent of IS grains of potassium bromide to each

teaspoonful.—r/. A. M. A., April 3, 1915.)

Miles' Restorative Nervine.—This is one of several

"patent medicines" put out by the Miles Medical Company
of Elkhart, Ind. Sufferers from epilepsy were told that few
remedies were more beneficial in the treatment of this con-

dition than Dr. Miles' Restorative Nervine. When analyzed

in the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Asso-

ciation, the Miles product was found to be— as might be

expected— a bromide mixture. In 1918, the food and drugs
officials at Washington reported a court case against Dr.
Miles' Restorative Nervine, which had been shipped by
Charles Franklin Miles, Andrew H. Beardsley and Albert R.
Beardsley, who did business under the name. Dr. Miles
Medical Company. The product was held by the courts to

be falsely and fraudulently advertised. Miles was fined |200
and costs and each of the two Beardsleys was fined $100
and costs. In a medical journal devoted to the diseases of

children, there was reported in February, 1921, the case
of a nursing infant, who suffered from bromine poisoning

due to the fact that the mother had taken, for some time, Miles' Restorative

Nervine. Some of the mother's milk was analyzed and found to contain bromine.

—

/. A. M. A., Sept. 9. 1916.)



Maghee's Epilepsy Treatment.—A Dr. Thomas G. Maghee of Lander,

Wyo., sold an alleged remedy for epilepsy on the mail-order plan. Some years

before Dr. Maghee went into mail-order quackery, he was superintendent of the

Wyoming State School for Defectives. In exploiting his epilepsy treatment he

has capitalized this fact. The Maghee advertising matter declared that the treat-

ment would give "immediate and continuous relief of epilepsy" and that those

who took it would "return to a normal condition in every respect." When
analyzed by the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association, the

Maghee nostrum was found to contain a mixture of about 64 per cent luminal,

32 per cent charcoal and nearly 3 per cent bismuth.

—

(J. A. M. A., Sept. 24,

1921.)

Niblett's Vital Renewer.—This

nostrum, according to the British Medical

Association's "More Secret Remedies"

(1912), was the product of one C. P.

Niblett of London. Chemists of the

British Medical Association analyzed the

stuff and reported it to be essentially

:

Potassium iodid, 3.75 parts
;

potassium

bromid, 30.88 parts ; ammonium bromid,

7.66 parts ; chloroform and oil of aniseed,

traces ; alcohol, 2.6 parts by measure, and
water to make 100 parts by measure. It

seems that although Niblett in one of his

circulars deprecates the fact that most physicians "prescribe the same remedy,
Bromid— Bromid— nothing much except Bromid," his own remedy consists of
those same bromids !

—

("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)

1?\TS
^B NIBLETT'S

VITAL RENEWER
lattieraiQltOt UieiTibatSi;iiXiii(TvirreuATDhl)ra IxnSnn phrsldRD,
uho, for upwaitli ol SS jdni, ' ir.kda BpUepiy hia tpeuial sludy.
Conttaanc* can twplaetd In thli remedy wbfch lor jrMnliu been

uicdnlch Uio vranteat anaoBaa Id bU paiti oi the world.

THE ONE REMEPY THAT CURES.
MMpp A

,
FrMtiMl TraUtM on Evl1>var. Its

hBCVlB trafttment and Cora, Dy
B, B. NIBLETT, HD., £.R C F. Ed.
OtlATIS AND POST FREE.

O.P.NIBLETT, 21BuiwooifHouEe,flurwooiiPlaM,lon(lon,W.

Nobro.—This was sold by the Nobro Medic Company of Worthington, Ohio,

which seemed to be conducted by one Harry M. Freck, who was reported to have
had other fliers in the "patent medicine" field. Under the style, Epicura Com-
pany, Freck sold another "epilepsy cure," which contained bromides, while under
the trade name, Nervatone Laboratory, he sold Nervatone, which was recom-
mended for "fits." Epicura seems to have been originally put on the market by
one A. W. Dumm, M.D., who called himself a "specialist" in epilepsy. Later,

A. W. Dumm, M.D., was changed to the A. W. Dumm Company, which, still

later, became the Cura Company, and finally the Epicura Company. Nobro was
sold on the mail-order plan and by methods common to mail-order quackery.

When analyzed in the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association,

the preparation was found to be a phenobarbital (luminal) mixture. Part of the

advertising of the Nobro Medic Comanpy was a letter on the stationery of T. R.
Mason, M.D., in which Dr. Mason declared that he could honestly recommend
the Nobro "treatment" as being the best for attacks of epilepsy that money could

buy. Mason appears to have , been the so-called Medical Referee for the Nobro
Medic Company !—(/. A. M. A., Jan. 7, 1928.)

Osborne's Mixture for Epilepsy.— This British product is described in

"Secret Remedies" (1909), published by the British Medical Association.

Chetnists of . that association reported that analysis showed it to contain

:

Potassium bromid, 166 grains; sugar, 48 grains; burnt sugar, sufficient to color;

fixed ammonia, traces, and peppermint water, sufficient to make 1 fluidounce.

—

("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)
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Ozerine.—This nostrum was put out, by an Irish druggist under the claim

that "it has cured permanently the very worst cases of Epilepsy, Fits, Falling

Sickness, etc., when everything else has failed. In almost every case Fits cease

entirely with the first dose." It was analyzed by the British Medical Association's

chemists who reported ("Secret Rem-
edies," 1909) that the formula was ap-

proximately: Potassium bromid, 120

grains ; ammonium carbonate, 16 grains
;

burnt sugar, to color, and chloroform

water, to make 1 fluidounce.

—

("Epilepsy

Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)

FITS CUREDI
ily OZCJtINE. \i has cured permanently the

.very vtoiit Cdsc« of Lpilt-pf). Pus, f'Blline Sickni:», etc., I

when everytlnng cisu haCl 'ailed In alino^c evtry case Fiis
|

ccasu entirely Irom ihc firM dose. It is recommended by
one ftufleier lo annthcr, and, Liy that means, is now beini;

SENT TO All PARTS OF THE WORID.
Many ihausands ai lestimonials have been ibceived, and inort
are comini; to band every day.

TEST IT FREE OF CHARGE.
You need r.oi spend one penn) on ii. On receipt oF postcard I
1 >m11 send you .i battle -absolutely freCi so tieriaiii am '

iliat you will iind ii most successful.

Price 4e. 6d. and ii«. per bottlei past flree<

I. W. NICHOLL, "•SST"^
at, MIOH STREET, BELFAST.

Peebles' Epilepsy Remedy.—The

Peebles' Institute of Health, Battle Creek,

Mich., has put out this product. The
company used to have for its chairman

one J. M. Peebles, M.D., and for its

treasurer and general manager, W. T.

Bobo, M.D. Peebles did not graduate in medicine until he was over fifty years of

age and obtained his diploma from a school that later became fraudulent, quacked
it for many years, and finally. died at the age of ninety-nine. Bobo is interested in

various quack concerns, including a fake "goiter cure" and an equally worthless

"diabetes cure." The Peebles nostrum comes in two bottles, labeled, respectively,

"No 1" and "No. 2." Bottle No. 1, when analyzed in the Chemical Laboratory

of the American Medical Association, was
found to be an alcohol-water solution of

extractives with flavoring, the extractive

matter having an odor of celery and valerian.

Bottle No. 2 also, apparently, had some
valerian in it, but was essentially a bromide

mixture, each teaspoonful containing the

equivalent of nearly 17 grains of potassium

bromide.— ('Z. A. M. A., Jan. 30, 1915.)

Peeke's Cure.—W. H. Peeke, 4 Cedar

Street, New York, advertises and sells a

"cure for fits." Peeke styles himself "Pro-

fessor" and has the letters "F.D."— whatever

they may mean—after his name. Those who
answer Peeke's advertisements are sent a

free bottle of .his "infallible remedy" and a

thirty-two-page pamphlet purporting to dis-

cuss epilepsy and its treatment. Peeke seems

to be particularly bitter against his competi-

tors and especially against those who, he

asserts, have copied his booklet. "None of

these rascally quacks," says Peeke, "possess

intelligence sufficient to correctly composed ten words of a medical treatise."

According to Peeke, the cause of epilepsy is "disharmony of the action of the
double nervous system." A full-size bottle of the cure is sold for |3. Peeke
claims that his remedy is "absolutely harmless" and that "the tender babe, the
delicate woman, the sturdy vigorous man can alike take it." Analysis showed that
Peeke's Remedy, like practically every other "cure for fits," depended for its action
on bromids. Peeke's nostrum does not even have the saving grace of novelty.
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Even the false and misleading claims are old. The labels on the stuff contain

the following statements

:

"A perfectly safe remedy."
"Contains nothing whatever that will be injurious to either body or raind."

*'It can be used with perfect safety by the youngest or oldest sufferer."

A preparation of the bromids is not a "perfectly safe remedy'' in the hands

of uninstructed laymen, neither in such hands can the preparation "be used with

perfect, safety" ; nor is it true that it "contains nothing whatever that will be

injurious to either body or mind." It would seem that the federal authorities

have three counts on which to declare this product misbranded under the Food
and Drugs Act—(J. A. M. A., Nov. 30, 1912.)

Misbranded.—Parker R. Whitcomb, who traded as "Prof. W. H. Peeke, F. D,.

New York," sold a nostrum which the federal chemists declared was essentially

a solution of sodium bromid and ammonium carbonate in water. Whitcomb
claimed that his stuff was a cure for epilepsy and fits. The government declared,

on the contrary, that it was not, and that the claims were false and fraudulent

and made knowingly and in reckless and wanton disregard of their truth or

falsity. Whitcomb pleaded guilty and was fined |S0.

—

(Notice of Judgment No.
4447; issued Oct. 16, 1916.)

R. P. N. Tablets.—The so-called Arpen Laboratories, which did business

from a postoffice box in Milwaukee, Wis., put out R. P. N. Tablets as a "cure"

for epilepsy. The stuff was sold on the mail-order plan. When analyzed, it was
found that the tablets comprising the "treatment" were a mixture of bromides.

—

(J. A. M. A., May 26, 1928.)

Samaritan Nervine.—Shipped about January, 1913, by the Dr. S. A. Richmond
Nervine Co., St. Joseph, Mo. Analysis showed the preparation to contain nearly

19 per cent of potassium bromid, with indications of atropin. Falsely and fraudu-

lently represented as a specific for epilepsy, seminal weakness, every form of

kidney disorder, pulmonary affections, rheumatism, gout and

heart disease, and as a cure for scrofula, syphilis, loss of hear-

ing and paralysis. Fine, $4S and costs, imposed Sept. 18, 1917.

—(Notice of Judgment No. 6309; issued May 10, 1919.)

Taylor's Celebrated Anti-Epileptic Medicine.—This

nostrum was dealt with in the British Medical Association's

book, "Secret Remedies" (1909). It was analyzed by the

chemists of that association and reported to be, essentially

:

Tincture of iodin, 54 minim
;
potassium bromide, 13 grains

;

"ff'fiiW'lliC"
ammonium bromid, 4 grains, and water, to make 1 fluidounce.

, -^f
'"''-

—("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)
^m^'"-^ *\

Towns' Epilepsy Treatment.—This was known origi- ;*, ^j^-
nally as Dr. Towns' Epilepsy Cure and, as such, was exploited

iFUlitn jdlli

from Fond du Lac, Wis. When the national Food and Drugs ilH.pv.TPlAimil

Act went into effect, as Towns was not a doctor and the "cure" .w^.u/..^.'«-.™

.

was not a cure, it became necessary for the exploiters to

change the label, and it became Towns' Epilepsy Treatment. .."?'!» «'",

The concern also seems to have moved from Fond du Lac to ' ~.

'

'J
Baltimore, Md., and later to Milwaukee. Two of the adver- »,_„;,„„„„„„
tising assets of this concern consisted of an endorsement from
Willard H. Morse, M.D., and another one from the American Journal of Health.
Morse was a professional testimonial giver, whose testimony to the exploiters of

nostrums was worth just what they paid for it. The American Journal of Health
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was a fraudul^t sheet published at intervals for the purpose of selling advertise-

ments that were published in the form of editorial endorsements. When the

Towns' preparation was analyzed in the Chemical Laboratory of the American

Medical Association, it was found to be a brown liquid with an odor of cinnamon

and valerian, the daily dose of which contained the equivalent of over 85 grains

of potassium bromide and over 3 grains of potassium iodide. The Towns con-

cern, some years ago, was prosecuted by the federal authorities for making false

and misleading claims for its preparation. A plea of guilty was entered and a

fine imposed.—('/. A. M. A., Feb. 20, 1915.)

Trench's Preparation.—This was earlier known as Trench's Remedy and

was put out by Trench's Remedies, Ltd., Dublin, Ireland. It was advertised in

the newspapers and booklets were sent out containing the usual testimonials.

Part of the advertising puffery consisted of an alleged analytical report from a

so-called analyst, one Granville H. Sharpe of London. The Sharpe person made
a business of furnishing certificates for pay. The nostrum has been put out in

two forms—a liquid and a powder. It was sold in the liquid form in the British

Isles and in the powdered form elsewhere. In both forms, the product was a

bromide mixture. The liquid contained potassium bromide and ammonium bro-

mide, with sugar and coloring matter; the powdered form was a mixture of

brown sugar and potassium bromide, but contained no ammonium bromide. How-
ever, the amount of potassium bromide in it was greater than the combined

ammonium and potassium bromides in the liquid.

—

(J. A. M. A., June 29, 1912.)

Warn's Epilepsy Treatment.—This was marketed by the Warn's Remedy
Company, a trade name said to have been adopted by Katherine Warn and her

son, Stanley J. Warn. The claims made in the advertising by the Warn concern

were strikingly similar to the claims made by Thomas G.

Maghee, the exploiter of "Maghee's Epilepsy Treatment." It

also sold for the same price as the Maghee "remedy"—^$5.

When analyzed in the Chemical Laboratory of the American
Medical Association, it was found to contain 72 per cent of

phenobarbital (luminal) and 28 per cent of charcoal.

—

(J. A.
M. A., March 11, 1922.)

if i-tosn-
l\KC.STf)ll\1IVi-/

Waterman's Tonic Restorative.—The Waterman
Institute of New York was one of the names under which
Alexander W. Chappell advertised "cures" for epilepsy and
for the morphine habit. Chappell, who was said to be in the

real estate business at Red Bank, N. J., seems also to have
operated under the name of the Lexington Drug and Chem-
ical Company, which put out the Waterman "epilepsy cure."

He is said to have been the principal owner of the Aldine
Laboratories and the Windsor Laboratories, and to have
been formerly connected with a concern known as the Berlin
Remedy Company. Chappell also seems to have conducted
under the name of one H. W. Perkins of Red Bank, N. J.,
the Kline Epilepsy Remedy, dealt with elsewhere in this
pamphlet. Those who sent their money to the Waterman

=™™ Institute for the "epilepsy cure" received a bottle of Dr.
M. W. Waterman's Tonic Restorative ; those who preferred

to get the nostrum through Perkins of Red Bank received Prescription 909—Dr.
Perkins' Favorite Prescription, while those who wanted the Dr. Kline product got a
bottle of Dr. Kline's Nerve Remedy. The price is the same in any case—$2 a
bottle. When Waterman's Restorative was analyzed by the Chemical Laboratory
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of the American Medical Association, it was found to be another one of the

bromide mixtures, each teaspoonful containing the equivalent of about 17^ grains

of potassium bromide.— ("/, A. M. A., March 6, 1915.)

Western Medical Corporation Treatment.—The Western Medical Cor-

poration of Chicago was known earlier as the Western Medical Association. Part

of its advertising was the reproduction in facsimile of a letter from W. W.
Lister, M.D., of Chicago, puffing the treatment for epilepsy sold by the Western
Medical Association. Investigation showed that Lister was one of the owners

of the outfit. When the Western Medical Association's "treatment" was analyzed

DR. WILLIAM WEAVER LISTER
PKCIALIVT IN NERVOUa DIlKAvn

CHICAGO. ILL»

Januarr 10, 1921.

ffflstern Medical Association,
902 East 55th StF«8t,

Chicago, 111.

Z have learned of the wonderful vork rour As-
sociation is doing In the treatment of epilepsy.

It Bay be of interest to you to learn that I

have used this same treatment In my private and hospital
practice with excellent results. I Icnow of no case in
which this treatment has not been successful either in
my practice or that of many other specialists in nervous
and mental diseases vith whom I am acqualhted.

Should you desire it , you have my moral and pro-
fessional support In your great work.

Fraternally yours,

(Exact Reproduction of ui UnsoUcHod Letter Which We Treanve
Very Highly)

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the "unsolicited
letter" of William Weaver Lister. It appeared that Lister
was one of the owners of the concern to which he offered
his "moral and professional support."

by the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association, it was found

to consist of tablets containing luminal, some other tablets of a digestive type,

and a laxative. Apparently, the persons, or some of the persons, behind the

Western Medical Corporation, have extended their mail-order "epilepsy-cure"

quackery under the name Vernon Laboratories. They also put out, under still

another name, a nostrum for rheumatism.

—

(J. A. M. A., Jan. 28, 1922.)

Wheeler's Nerve Vitalixer.—This was orginally known as Wheeler's

Nerve Vitalizer and was manufactured by the J. W. Brant Company, Ltd., Albion,

Mich. It was found to be a brown, syrupy liquid with a salty taste that was
partially masked by licorice. The Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical

Association reported that analysis showed it to be a mixture of bromides, each

teaspoonful containing the equivalent of about IS grains of potassium bromide.

—

("Epilepsy Cures" pamphlet, 1922.)
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NOSTRUMS
AND

QUACKERY
AND

Allied Natters Affecting the Public Health

T* HIS book gives the results of analyses of "patent
medicines," describes the methods of "patent medi-

cine" exploiters, details the schemes of medical mail-
order quacks and in general turns the search-light of
scientific investigation into the dark recesses of unscien-
tific medical empiricism. This volume is a continuation of
Volume I, now out of print. As Volume I contained articles

covering the period 1906 to 1912, inclusive, so Volume
II covers the period 1913 to 1921, inclusive.

Here Are Some of the Chapters:
Drug Habit Cures , Mineral Waters
Consumption Cures Nostrums for Kidney Disease
Deafness Cures a„a Diabetes
Epilepsy Cures _. .. _
Female Weakness Cures ^^'^^ Cures

Mail-Order Concerns Quackery of the Drugless Type
This book is bound in dark green ctoth, stamped in gold. More than 800

pages. Over 500 illustrations

Price, $1.50 postpaid

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
S3S NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO



PAMPHLETS ON THE

NOSTRUM EVIL AND QUACKERY
Prepared and Issued by the Bureau of Investigation

of tile American Medical Association

Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Habit Cures.—Illustrated;
price IS cents.

Cancer Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Consumption Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Cosmetic Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Deafness Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Epilepsy Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Female Weakness Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Mechanical Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Medical Institutes.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Medical Mail-Order Concerns.—Illustrated; price 25 cents.

Men's Specialists.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Mineral Waters.—Illustrated; price 10 cents.

Miscellaneous Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Miscellaneous Specialists.—Illustrated; price 20 cents.

Nostrums for Kidney Diseases and Diabetes.—Illustrated;
price 15 cents.

Obesity Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

"Patent Medicines.—Price 15 cents.

Quasi-Medical Institutions.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Testimonials.—Illustrated; price 10 cents.

(Prices include postage)

This list is subject to change. Write for a descriptive
price list of pamphlets and other publications dealing with
the nostrum evil and quackery.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
535 NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.










