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'' Eight fundamental eueors jn miller's the-

ory OF THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST."

The above is the heading of an article which
ijpeared in Zion's Herald in the spring of 1840,

and was copied into the "Signs of the Times,"
of April 15, 1840, with a passing editorial. Re-
cent circurnstanses, '^ however, have called them
up, and we now propose to examine them one
hy one, and test their weight. And if the author

wishes to reply, our columns are open and our

readers will be happy to have points of so much
importance thoroughly tested.

>^ We learn from Rev. Charles K. True, himself
and others, that he entertains the opinion up to the

present lime that they are really fundamental er-

rors in Miller's theory, and he has frequently pre-
*

sented them as such. This is the cause of our call-

ing them up for investigation at the present time
;

and we hope he will either yield the ground he has
taken, or come out and maintain it, if he can do it.

[t is a great question, and should be thoroughly in-

vestigated.
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Not only are our columns open to him, but
we earnestly hope he will come forward and
either maintain the ground he has taken, or if

convinced of his error, acknowledge it untenable.

The following is the introductory remark and
first error.

** For the benefit of those who have not studi-

ed Miller's theory, w^e point out the following-

fundamental errors.

1. He dates the vision of the oppression of the

church of God, Jewish and Christian, from the

edict of Artaxerxes, given B. C. 457, to Ezra,

to build Jerusalem, and restore the Jewish state;

which was so effectual, that Jerusalem and its

temple flourished with slight interruptions for

about 500 years, until destroyed by the Romans,
A. D. 70."

In replying to such an attack we find our-

selves involved in a difficulty; the writer has

given us no clue to any interpretation of the

passage which he esteems preferable or more
rational. Had he given us a better system than

Miller's, we would have cheerfully adopted it in

preference to that. Or if he had given us any

kind of substitute, we should have been able to

have compared them and judged for ourselves ot

their relative value. But as It is, he has only

asserted such and such points to he fundamental
errors, without telling us wherein or why. Under
these circumstances our only alternative in re-

plying, is, to show that the alledged errors are

not such, and leave it for the author to defend

himself in reference to the false charges he has

made.
1. *' He dates the vision/' &c. The vision,



is the one recorded in the 8th chapter of Daniel,

and its length 2300 days, mentioned verse 14th.

That vision was to extend from the Medo-Per-

sian and Grecian kingdoms, until the little horn

which came out of one of the four Grecian

kingdoms, is " broken without hand,'' and " the

sanctuary is cleansed." Mr. Miller dates those

2300 da3^s from the going forth of the command-
ment to restore and build Jerusalem, B. C. 457.

Btit what is the error in this date ; was it not to

begin at that time ? No evidence appears to the

contrary. The alledged absurdity, however, is,

in dating the vision for treadiag down the sanc-

tuary a?id host, at the very time a decree went
forth to restore and build up Jerusalem ; a de-

cree so effectual that Jerusalem and its temple

flourished for about 500 years. The author of

this objection ought to know, aye, he does know,
for he has stated it, and should have argued that

point, that the church, Jewish and Christian, ac-

cording to Miller, was the subject of oppression,

not Jerusalem nor its temple. Now whatever
tnny have been the condition of Jerusalem for

500 years, we think the author will hardly un-

dertake to maintain the position, that all that

time the Jews as a nation were not oppressed by
the nations predicted in that vision.

If the reader will turn to the book of Ezra and
Neheraiah he will there learn, 1. That the tem-
ple and Jerusalem were both restored by order

cf heathen Monarchs, to whom the Jews were
in bondage. 2. That those heathen kings sup-

plied much of the material for rebuilding the

temple. 3. That the Jews still remained trib-

utary and subject to the Medo-Persians. 4. That
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they met with almost continued interruptions to

rheir work by persecution and misrepresentation.

.

Nehemiah, who was also himself a subject of

the Medo-Persian king, was the last of the Jew-
ish Governors appointed by God himself. He
died, according to Prideaux, about 409 B. C.

From this time there was a chansfe in the Jew-
ish government, and Judea had no longer a gov-

ernor of its own.
1. It ivas united to the prefecture of Syria;

tlte rulers of which committed the administra-

tion of both civil and ecclesiastical affairs to the

high priest. By this means the High Priest-

hood became an office under the heathen. They
disposed of it to suit their own mercenary pur-

poses, without any regard to the purity of the

officer, or the welfare of the Jewish people ; and
the niost disgraceful, wicked means were used

both to gain and retain the office. _

2. When Alexander conquered the Medo-
Persians, he demanded the submission of the

neighboring Provinces of Galilee, Samaria, and

Judea. The two former submitted to him, but

Judea refused to renounce their allegiance to

Darius so long as he lived. Alexander, enrag-

ed at this refusal, marched towards Jerusalem to

wreak his vengeance on the Jews. The Jews,

seeing their danger, were alarmed and fasted

and prayed and sought God^s protection ; and
God in a vision directed the high priest to go in

his pontifical robes to meet Alexander out of the

city. They did so and were graciously re-

ceived by the conquerer, who bowed down to

the high priest, and saluted him in a religious

manner, alledging that he did so in regard to^
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that God whose priest he was. Alexander was
well satisfied with his reception at Jerusalem,

and at his departure, granted the Jews a tolera-

tion of their religion and an exception from trib-

ute every seventh year. So Alexander added

JuJea to his empire, and regulated their religion

by tolerating it. He laid them under tribute

onlv remitting it once in 7 years. Alexander
died B.C. 323.

3. Alexander was no sooner dead, than Ptolo-

my Soter, one of his officers, seized upon Egypt
and established himself there. The Jews refus-

qng to submit to him, felt the severity of the con-

uerer. Understanding that the Jews would
'^ot defend themselves on the Sabbath, he took

Advantage of that day, stormed Jerusalem and
took it, and carried about 100,000 Jews captive

into Egypt. From this time historians date the

Jew's subjection to the kings of Egypt. Next
they were subjected to Syria. Antiochus Ep-
iphanes, about A. D. 170, entered Jerusalem, de-

filed the temple, entered the Holy of Holies and
offered swine's flesh on the altar of God, and
caused the broth or liquor to be sprinkled all over

the temple. About 164 B. C. being sorely op-

pressed by the Syrians, the Jews, the better to

defend themselves against their enemies, entered

into a league of offence and defence with the

Eoman Senate. From that time, between the

Syrians, Egyptians, and Eomans, they were al-

most contmually harrassed with wars, plunders,

and persecutions, until Jerusalem was trodden

down of the Gentiles and the Jewish people

scattered in all lands.

1#
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This is but a brief and imperfect history of

the Jews from the end of the Babylonish captiv-

ity to the destruction of Jerusalem. But brief

as it is, it will be sufficient to show tLat the Jew-
ish church has been trodden under foot by Gen-
tile kings nearly the whole time from the decree

to restore Jerusalem^ to the present time. The
foregoing history is principally taken from Dr.

A. Clarke's ** EpitoTne of Jewish History Jrom
Malachi to Christ; " E?zd of Vol, 4 his of Com--

mentary.

That the christian church has been despised

and persecuted from its very beginning, and es-

pecially by the Roman government both in its

imperial and papal form, is a matter too notori-

ous to need proof. Up to this time the church

has been despised and set at naught by the world,

and the true followers of the Savior still find the

truth of that declaration, they who will live god-

ly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Will

our objector attempt to deny this statement of

historic facts ? We think not.

" How preposterous," says the Herald, " to

date the duration of the sanctuary's being trod-

den under foot, fvom an edict thus to build it up !'^

But why preposterous if it is a fact that from

then until now, the church, Jewish and Chris-

tian, has been oppressed: and was oppressed

^

too, even at the time of the edict and the whole

time of rebuilding the temple and city ? There

is nothing preposterous in it.

But when date the vision, if not then 1 At the

time it , was seen Daniel, in the 3d year of Bel-

shazzfer, Bi C. 5^3 ? Not there ; for first,
^
The

Chaldean kingdom was not included in the vision.



The vision began by presenting' to the view of

the prophet " a ram with two horns," " The
kings of Media and Persia.'' We have no right,

therefore, to include the Chaldean kingdom in

the time of the vision. ' Secondly. If it had be-

gun there, it must have ended A. D. 1747. But
the sanctuary was not then cleansed in' any sense.

Shall w^e date it then at the fall of the Chal-

dean kingdom and death of Belshazzer, B. C.

538 ? There is the same difficulty here as in

the former time, for it would only bring us to

1762 ; but the sanctuary was not then cleansed,

nor is it now. It could not therefore have be-

gun at that date.

If we still go forward to the time Dr. Clark

supposes it beean, the invasion of Asia by Alex-

ander, B. G. 334, the 2300 years will end A. D.
1966. But we are here involved in auother

difficulty. The vision includes both the Medo-
Persian and Grecian Monarchies, but this date

leaves the former entirely out of the time of the

vision. It must, therefore, begin somewhere in

the Medo-Persian reign. But when? is the

question. Will the Herald tell us when? If

God has not made a special revelation -of the

time, we cannot know its date. But he has
made a special revelation ; and that revelation is

the seventy weeks of Daniel 9th chapter. To
begin from the command to restore and build

Jerusalem. Ezra vii. Bl C. 457, ending A.D.
1843.
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SECOND ERROR.

2. '* Mr. Miller dates the assumption of Ro-
man Supremacy, from A. D. 534; whereas all

standard histories agree, that the emperor Pho-
cas conferred upon the Bishop of Rome the title

of Universal Bishop' A. D. 606.'^

This is alledged as Miller's second fundament-
al error.

1. Our brother of the Herald is mistaken in

the fact. Mr. Miller does not date the assump-
tion of Roman Supremacy from A. D. 534, but

from 538. His position is, that Justinian* the

Greek Emperor passed an edict A. D. 534 de-

claring the Bishop of Rome to be the head of all

the Churches. And that 538, when Rome was
taken from the Ostrogoths by Justinian, the way
was open for the establishment of the Papal Su-
premacy ; and that it began at that date, the

1260 years of papal rule, ending in 1798.

In 538 all Daniel had predicted, chapter 7th.

of his prophecy to precede the time, times, and di-

viding of time, of papal rule, had actually taken

place. 1. The four great governments had ap-

peared ; the Chaldean, Medo-Persian, Grecian,

and Roman.
2. Out of the fourth, ten kings had arisen.

1. The Huns, 2. the Ostrogoths, 3. the Visgoths,

4. the Franks, 5. the Vandals, 6. the Sueves,

7. the Burgundians, 8, the Heruli, 9. the Sax-
ons and Angles, 10. the Lombards. These all

arose between 355 and 483.
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6. riiree of those ten kingdoms had been

plucked up by the roots, The Heruli in 493,

by the Ostrogoths. The Vandals in' 534, by

Justinian. The Ostrogoths in 538, by Justinian.

4. The saints were given into the hands of

the papacy, which was a blasphemous persecut-

ing power. (1) Justinian decreed, 534, the

Bishop of Eome to be the head of all the church-

es. (2) In 538, the Ostrogoths, who possessed

Eome, were conquered by the same power who
four years before passed that edict, and the way
was open for him to carry it into effect.

There was nothing more left to be accomplish-

ed except the time : that must therefore begin

at that point. Otherwise there is a break in the

chain of predicted events, and a vacuum is left

behind us until it does begin. But the fulfilment

of the predicted event that was to close the pe-

riod, demonstrates the correctness of the date.

1260 years from 538, the papal dominion was
taken away by the French. The prediction was
** they shall take away his dominion." In 1798
it was literally done.

But '* all standard historians agree that the

emperor Phocas conferred on the Bishop of Eome
the title of Universal Bishop A, D. 606." This
is all true ; nor is it disputed by Mr. Miller of

his coadutors. But what does the granting of

that title amount to ? Does it invest its posses-

sor with supremacy over the church? If so,

then the bishops of Constantinople had long
been such, for the same title had long before

been given both by Leo and Justinian to them.
But this title, says the historian, (both in the case
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of the bishops of Rome and Constantinople)
** was unaccompanied by any accessions of pow-
er." See Butler^s Hist, of the Church, pp. 122.

<^ 142.

Until our brother, therefore, can give some
more substantial reasons for calling the above
point a fundamental error, we must beg leave to

dissent from becoming his disciple, in practical

LOGIC, at least.

For a more full view of the argument, and
reference to the authority for the historical facts

stated, see ** Address to the Public^ especially

the Clergy,'* By J, Litch,

THIRD ERROR.

3. " He declares that papacy has lost its civil

sword and triple crown since 1798 ! Whereas,
the pope of Rome is now just as much of an
absolute sovereign as any one in Europe."

It is not denied that the pope is an absolute

sovereign at present. But it is maintained that

he did loose his civil sword and triple crown in

1798, just as Daniel declared he should do at

the, end of the time times and dividing of time.

Dan. vii. 26. '* They shall take away his domin-
ion to consume and destroy it unto the end.

Hear Dr. A Clarke on this point. Note on Dan.
vii. 25. " In 1798 the French republican army
under General Berthier, took possession of the
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ciiy of Rome and entirely superseded the whole

papal power."

Jf the whole papal power was superseded hy

the French, then he lost his civil sword and tri-

ple crown at that time.

Nor was that the only time he lost them.

For although Bonaparte restored the papal re-

ligion, and a new pope was elected in 1800, yet

he did not permit him to enjoy his power unmo-
lested, as will appear from the following articles

from the Methodist Magazine for 1810, (quo-

ted from the Christian Advocate and Journal,

Aug. 4, 1841.

ROME.

Considering it vain to attempt to reconcile

with the temporal pretensions of the pope all

that we have concerted for the security of our

army, the repose and prosperity of the nations

over which we reign, and the dignity and invio-

lability of our empire, we have decreed, and do
decree, as follows :

—

Art. 1. The papal territory is united with the

French empire. 2. The city of Rome, illustri-

ous for the recollection it recalls, and for the

monuments which it contains, is declared to be

a free and imperial city. Its government and
administration shall be fixed by a particular de-

cree. 3. The monuments of Roman greatness

shall be maintained and preserved at the expense
of our treasury. 4. The public debt is declared

to be the debt of the empire. 6. The revenue
of the pope shall be fixed at two millions of francs,
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free from all charges and contributions. 6. The
property and palaces of his holiness shall be sub-

ject to no imposition, jurisdiction, or visitation)

and shall besides enjoy especial prerogatives-

7. An extraordinary Consulta shall, on the first

of June, take possession in our name, of the pa-

pal dominions, and adopt measures that, on the

iirst of January, 1810, the constitutional govern-

ment take effect. (Signed, " Napoleon. ''

The French papers contain an article, dated

Eome, July 10, which states, that the new gov-

ernment had issued a great number of decrees,

abolishing the inquisition; as also several spe-

cial tribiLinals, divesting the clergy, both secular

and regular, of all temporal jurisdiction, and an-

nulling all clerical privileges.

But it was not principally as a civil power
that the pope was overthrown in 1798, but as a

religious ruler. For 1260 years he had been es-

tablished as the head of all the churches. But
according to the Rev. Dr. A. Clarke as above

quoted, in 1798 Berthier entirely superse'cled the

whole papal power." From that time onward,

to the present, although nominally restored, it

has been constantly wearing away. It is true

popery is now extending itself over the earth, and

gaining influence in all lands. But it is also

equally true, that just in proportion to its exten-

sion over a wider surface, its energy is decaying.

1. In 1798 the papal government was over-

thrown and a republic substituted by the French
2. The papal religion was restored through-

out the republic by Bonaparte in 1800, and a

new pope elected ; but it was restored under such
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modifications as the French saw fit lo impose,

and on condition of allegiance to the republic.

3. Bonaparte subsequently humbled the pope

and declared that he only had power to restore

the papal religion and give respectability to its

ministers, as the following from the Methodist

Magazine for 1810 will show.

The following article in which Bonaparte dis-

tinguishes between civil and religious authority,

is also very remarkable :

—

Extractfrom a circular mandate^ addressed by

Bonaparte y on the 13^A of July, to the bishops,

covunanding them to offer up prayers on account

of the victories of Enzersdqrf and Wagram,
** Though our Lord Jesus Christ sprang from

the blood of David, he sought no worldly empire;

on the contrary, he required that, in concerns of

this life men should obey Cesar. His great ob-

ject was,—the deliverance and salvation of souls.

We, the inheritors of Cesar's power, are firmly

resolved to maintain the independence of our

throne, and the inviolability of our rights. We
shall persevere in the great work of the restora-

tion of the worship of God ;—we shall communi-
cate to its ministers that respectability which we
alone can give them ;—we shall listen to their

voice in all that concerns spiritual matters, and
affairs of conscience. We, shall not be drawn
aside from the great end which we strive to at-

tain, and in which we have hitherto succeeded,

in part,—the restoration of the altars of our Di-
vine worship ; nor suffer ourselves to be persua
ded that these principles as Greeks, English,

Protestants, and Calvanists affirm, are inconsis-

2
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tent with the independence of thrones and na-

tions. God has enlightened us enough to re-

move such errors far from us. Our subjects en-

tertain no such fear.

Nothing can be more clear than that Bona-
parte and not the pope, had the modelling of the

papal religion in his day.

4. The inquisition has been abolished.

5. Monastic institutions have been abolished

in several of the must bigoted countries of the

world, and their property seized and confiscated,

with only a small pension allowed to their in-

mates for life.

6. Persecution affecting life and limb is not

tolerated in even catholic countries as it former-

ly was.

7. The Scriptures are printed in all the Eu-
ropean languages, and freely circulated and read,

thousands of copies being circulated in France
yearly.

8. Protestants are tolerated in the strong

holds of popery, even Eome itself ; Where the

church of England has had a place of worship

and regular services according to the forms of

that church, for more than twenty years.

Popery, then, notwithstanding it is spreading-

over a wide surface has for the last forty-three

years, lost much of its vital energy, and is cer-

tainly being destroyed since 1739.

FOURTH ERROR.
*' 4. He makes Michael, in Daniel xii. 1, to

mean Christ, who is about tP stand up to judge
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the world, and raise the dead ; and his theory

cannot subsist without this interpretation ; but

St. Jude, verse 8th, informs us that Michael is

an archangel. Thus with the main pillar the

whole system comes to the ground.''

That the import of the term '' Michael," is the

main pillar of Miller's whole theory, was new to

us. We had thought, (nor is our mind changed
by this assertion) that Miller^s system was based

upon the broad basis of the whole tenor of the

prophetic Scriptures, but mainly upon the seventh

eighth and ninth chapters of Daniel, if indeed

there is any one main pillar more than another.

But to the point, *' He makes Michael mean
Christ/' This is the grave charge and grand
error. Let us read the text.

Dan. xii. 1, " And at that time shall Michael
stand up, ihe great prince which standeth for the

children of thy people ;" &c.
1. " Shall stand up.^' The import of this

term, is, to reign as a monarch, or king. Dan.
XI. 2. *' There shall stand up yet three kings

in Persia," Three kings shall yet reign in Per-

sia, verse 3d,'" A mighty king shall stand up,"

Shall reign. Verse 20th, " Then shall stand up
in his estate a raiser of taxes ;" Shall reign in

his estate.

In this sense, Daniel uniformly in this vision

uses the term : to reign as king. The text will

read, '' Michael shall reign, the great prince

which reigneth for the children of thy people.'*

2. " Thy people." This either means the

Jews, Daniel's nation, or the whole Israel of God.
And it is perfectly immaterial to our present pur-

pose, which, if it be the Jewish nation, has God
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any where appointed a created angel to be their

prince, or king? If so, when and where. But
of Christ it is said, Luke, i. 32, 33, " The Lord
God shall give to him the throne of his father

David ; and he shall reign over the house of Ja-

cob forever ; and of his kingdom there shall be

no end."

Christ, then, is the promised prince of Israel or

Jacob, and to be so forever, without end. Hence,
whether Jacob means his natural seed, or spirit-

ual, or both, Christ is their prince. To him be-

longs the crown and to him it will be given.

4. *' Michael." The first time this word oc-

curs, we believe, is Dan. x. 13, " But lo, Michael,

one of the chief princes, came to help me."
On this text Bishop Horsley remarks ;

** now
Daniel calls him * one of the chief princes,' or

one of the capital princes,' or ' one of the prin-

ces that are at the head of all ;" for this I main-

tain to be the full, and not more than the full

import of the Hebrew words. Now we are

clearly got above the earth into the order of ce-

lestials, who are the princes that dixe first, or at

the head of all ! Are they any other than the

three persons in the Godhead ? Michael, there-

fore, is one of them? This is not left in doubt.

Gabriel, speaking of him to Daniel, calls him,
** Michael, your prince," and, ** great prince

which standeth for the children of thy people
;"

that is, not for the nation of the Jews in particular,

but for the children, the spiritual children, of

hat holy seed, the elect people of God ; a de-

scription which applies particularly to the son
of God, and to no one else ; and in perfect keep-
ing with this description of Michael in the book
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of Daniel, is the action assigned to him in the

Apocalypse, in which we find him fighting with

the old dragon, the deceiver of the world, and
victorious in the combat. That com1)at who was
to maintain ? in that combat who was to be vic-

torious but the seed of the woman ? From all

this it is evident that Michael is the name of the

Lord himself, in his particular character of the

champion of his faithful people, against the vio*

lence of the apostate faction and the wiles of the

devil/'

" But" the Herald continues, " St. Jude, verse

9th, informs us, that Michael is an archangel."

On the import of this word Bishop Horsley says,
*' The word, by etymology, clearly implies a su-

periority of rank and authority in the person to

whom it is applied. It implies a command over

angels ; and this is all that the word of necessi-

ty implies." But who is the Lord of angels ?

Heb. i. 6, " When he bringeth the first begotten

into the world, he saith, and let all the angels of

God worship him." Christ then is clearly the

Lord of angels. Once more. 1 Thess. iv. 16,
' For the Lord himself shall descend from heav-

en with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,

and the trump of God, and the dead in Christ

shall rise first." It is clear from this text that

the archangel's voice will call forth the saints

from their dusty beds. But Christ, (John v. 25,

28, 29,) claims this prerogative for himself.
*' The dead shall hear the voice of the son of God
and they tha.t hear shall live." *' All that are

in the graves shall hear his voice and shall come
forth." The archangel, therefore, whose voice

2*
^

,
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will call forth the dead when the Lord descends,

is the son of God.
*' And at that time,^' What time? 1 When

Michael reigns for his people. 2, When " there

shall be a time of trouble, such as never was
before.'* 3. When all DanieFs ** people that

shall be found written in the Book (of Life) shall

be delivered." 4. When ** many of them that

sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake to ev-

erlasting life.'' . When *' the wise shall shine as

th^ brightness of the firmament; and they that

turn many to righteousness as the stars forever

and ever.''

According to Paul, the Lord will descend, and
the archangel's voice will be heard, and the dead
in Christ, will rise first. Also, according

to the same apostle, all that are Christ's at his

coming, whether dead or living, (if written in the

book) will be caught up to meet the Lord in the

air. But he will come in flaming fire to take

vengeance on them that know not God and obey
not the gospel ; who shall be punished with ev-

erlasting destruction from the presence of God.
Thfs will be a time of trouble such as the world

never knew before.

Thus even admitting all that is asserted, that

this text is the main pillar of the system, it will

yet stand. For Michael is Christ, about to

stand up, or reign, *' to judge the world," and to

*' raise the dead." For he "shall judge, (exe-

cute judgment on) the quick and the dead at his

appearing and his kingdom," 2 Tim. iv. 1.
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5 " He makes out two days of Judgment, and
of resurrection, one thousand years apart—one

for the righteous, and the other for the wicked."

On the first point, viz : that there will be two
days of judgment, in the sense of a judicial tri-

al, the writer of this article dissents from Mr.
Miller. But at the same time denies that Mr*
Miller's opinion on that point is ?i fundamental
error. It affects no other part of the system,

and is infinitely to be preferred to the old theory

of a general judgment of all men at one and the

same time in their resurrection bodies—^and that

time at Christ's second coming. This latter

opinion is so utterly at variance with the whole
tenor of scripture that it cannot be for a moment
admitted. But before entering at large into the

order of the judgment, we will just test the doc-

trine of two resurrections.

The doctrine is nothing new, nor is it any
thing new for its advocates to be unceremonious-

ly attacked and condemned for holding it. Rev*

Dr. Middleton, in John Wesley's day made an
attack on the Christian Fathers, and among oth-

ers, Justin Martyr. One of his charges was,

that *' He believed the doctrine of the Milleni-

um ; or that all the Saints should be raised in

the flesh, and reign with Christ in the enjoy-

ment of all sensual pleasures, for a thousand

years before the general resurrection."

To this Mr. Wesley replied :
** These words

you mark as though they were Justin's words.

I take knowledge, you hold no faith is to be

kept with heretics ; and that all means are fair

which conduce to so good an end as driving the
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Christian heresy out of the world. It is only

on this principle that I can account for your add-

ing :
' Which doctrine,' (that of enjoying all

sensual pleasures) ' he deduces from the testimo-

ny of the prophets, and of St. John the apostle;

and was followed in it by the fathers of the sec-

ond and third centuries.' 05^'* The doctrine

(as you very well knew) which Justin deduced

from the prophets and the apostles, and in which

he was undoubtedly followed by the fathers of

the second and third centuries, is thist'
—

* The
souls of them who have been martyred for the

witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and
who have not worshipped the beast, neither re-

eeived his image, shall live and reign with

Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the

dead shall not live again until the thousand

years are finished.' Now, to say they believed

this, is neither more nor less than to say they

believed the bible."

—

Weslev^s Worksy Vol, 5,

pp. 726, 727.

Thus, according to John Wesley's testimony,

the Bible, Jusiin Martyr, and all the Christian

Fathers during the second and third centuries,

believed and taught the doctrine of two resurrec-

tions a thousand years apart. If this was their

doctrine, it is difficult to see how it can be a

fundamental error in Miller's system to believe

the same; unless,indeed, the prophets and apos-

tle John are filled with fundamental errors.

The general Judgment will be before the res-

urrection or appearing of Christ in the clouds

of heaven.

1. Because the scriptures positively declare

it will be so. Eev. 20: 11, 12. " 1 «aw a great

white throne, and him that sat on it from whose
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face the earth and heaven fled away and there

was found no place for them. And I saw the

dead^ small and great, stand before God, and the

books were opened ; and another book was open-

ed, which is the book of life : and the dead were

judged out of those things which were written

in the books according to their works/*

Words can be no more plain and explicit than

that the dead shall stand before God, small and
great, and be judged out of the things written in

the books according to their works. These are

not men in their resurrection bodies, who stand

before God, but the dead as such are judged.

Then, in verse 13th, follows the resurrection of

the dead—" The sea gave up the dead which
were in it, and death and hell delivered up the

the dead which were iti them, and they were judg-

ed, (judgment was executed) every man accord-

ing to their works." According to this testimo-

ny, the Judicial judgment will be prior to the

resurrection. The executive judgment by the

Son of Man, on the just, at the beginning of the

thousand years, when judgment shall be given

to them, and by virtue of it, they live and reign;

and on the unjust, at the end of the thousand

years, when the rest of the dead shall live again.

For ** He," the Father has ** given the Son au-

thority to EXECUTE jzidgment also, because he
is the Son of Man." Christ will come in the

clouds of heaven to the Ancient of Days, before

whom the judgment sets, and the books are

opened, and there find all the nations gathered.

(See Daniel 7: 9—14.) Then in the twinkling

of- an eye, at the last trump, he will separate

them, the one from the other, by raising and
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glorifying his saints who are dead, and chang-
ing from mortality to immortality those who are

ahve; and they together shall be caught up, to

meet the Lord in the air, and so shall they ever

be vvith the Lord. Thus suddenly shall the

nations be separated at Christ's coming.

SIXTH ERROR.
'* He denies that all Israel will be saved be-

fore the end of the world, against the uniform
repeated declarations ofthe prophets, from the be*

ginning.''

The first part of this charge is true ; for Mil-

ler does deny that all Israel will be saved before

the end of the world ; but the second part we de-

ny , i. e. That " it is against the uniform and re-

peated testimony of the prophets from the begin-

ning."

I. We shall show that " all Israel will be

saved" at the end of the world, and not hefore it.

The first text which we shall adduce in sup-

port of this position is Romans xi. 25, 29. " That
blindness in part is happened unto Israel until

the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. , And so

all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written, there

shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall

turn away ungodliness from Jacob." But where
is this written ? Isa. lix. 20. The passage reads

thus, and is a literal rendering from the Hebrew.
' And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and un-
to them that turn from transgression in Jacob,

saith the Lord." Pauls declaration that all Is-

rael shall be saved, is based upon this testimony

of the prophet Isaiah, " as it is written." That
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they will not be saved before the Redeemer comes

to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgres-

sion in Jacob, is clear also from the words of our

Savior, Luke xxi. 23—27. ** But wo unto them
that are with child, and to them that give suck

in those days ! for there shall be great distress in

the land, and wrath upon this people. And they

shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be

led away captive into all nations : and Jerusa-

lem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, un-

til the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And
there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress of

nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves
roaring ; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are corning

on the earth : for the powers of heaven shall be

shaken. And then shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud, with power and great glory.''

No testimony can be more clear and decisive as

to the fact that there can be no restoration of Is-

rael until ** the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,"

than this. And furthermore, when ** the times

of the Gentiles be fulfilled," and there are signs

in the sun, moon, and stars, and on earth distress

of nations, with perplexity," &c. ** Then shall

they see the Son of Man coming in a cioud with

power and great glory !"

But will '' the Redeemer come to Zion, and
unto them that turn from transgression in Ja-

cob," before he comes *' in a cloud with power
and great glory."' There is no evidence that he
will. But w^hen will the times of the Gentiles

be fulfilled ? When the four great empires pre-

dicted by Paniel iri his prophecy of tjie four
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great beasts, chapter 9th, and his interpretation

of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, chapter 2d, have run
their race, and fall to rise no more. But the

last kingdoms, according lo Daniel, 7th chapter,

will stand until the coming of the Son of Man,
in the clouds of heaven. Is there no reference

to this fact by the Savior in the passage above
quoted ? Until the end of the 2300 days of Dan.
viii. 13, 14, the sanctuary and the host v^rill be

trodden under foot of the Gentiles, and then the

little papal horn will be broken without hand,''

or destroyed by the brightness of Christs coming.
Then '* the fulness of the Gentiles will be come
in, and all Israel shall be saved. We are fully

satisfied from a comparison of Romans 11th,

Luke 21st, and Daniel's vision that " the fulness

of the Gentiles," refers to the time of their tri-

umph over Israel, i. e. the true Israel, and not to

the number converted to Christ.

Will our brethren contend that the world will

not end when Christ comes in the clouds of

heaven with power and great glory ? We think

not.

2. We shall now show that all Israel will he

saved in the resurrection,

Ezek. xxxvii. 1—10. *' The hand of the Lord

was upon me, and carried me out in the Spirit

of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the

valley which was full of bones. And caused me
to pass by them round about : and behold, there

were very many in the open valley ; and lo, they

were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of

man, can these bones live? and I answered, O
Lord God, thou knowest. Again he said unto

me, Prophesy upon these ^bones, and say unto
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ibem, ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones ; Be-
hold I will cause breath to enter into you, and
ye shall live : And I will lay sinews upon you,
and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall

live ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. So
I prophesied as I was commanded, and as I

prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a sliak-

ing, and the bones came log'ether, bone to his

bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and
the flesh came up upon them, and the skin cov-

ered them above . but there was no breath in

them. Then said he urUo me,, Prophesy unto
the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to

the wind, Thu"S saith the Lord God; Come
from the four winds, breath, and breathe up-

on these slain, that they may live. So 1 proph-

esied as he commanded me, and the breath

came into them, and they lived, and stood up up-

on their feet, an exceeding great army. This
passage is a symbolical representation, and is ex-

plained verses 11— 14, " Then he said unto me.
Son of man, these bones are the whole house of

Israel : behold, they say. Our bones are dried,

apd our hope is lost : we are cut off' for our parts.

Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God ; Behold, my people, I

will open your graves, and cause you to come up
out of your graves, and bring you into the land

of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the

Lord, when I have opened your graves, my
people, and brought you up out of your graves.

And shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall

3
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live, and I shall place you in your own land :

then shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken
it, and performed it, saith the Lordi"

According to this testimony, *' the whole house

of Israel are to be raised from their graves and
be brought in to the land of Israel. But do the

Scriptures teach the resurrection of any of the

human race after Christ's resurrection, before

his coming again ? 1 Cor. xv. 23. " Christ the

first fruits, afterward they that are Chris's at his

coming." There can, therefore, be no resurrec-

tion of Israel, until Christ's coming; and then

the Israel to be raised and saved, are they that

are his at that time, and through him are " Abra-

ham,s seed, and he is according to the promise."

What then, shall the receiving of them (Isra-

el) be but life from the dead ?" Nothing else.

We now deny that there is a single text in the

Bible, either in the law or the prophets, in the

Old or the New Testament, which teaches that
'* All Israel will be saved" before the Redeemer
comes to Zion and u7ito them that turn from

transgression in Jacob ; or before the times of

the Gentiles be fulfilled, or the fulness of the

Gentiles be come in and ** the Son of Man"
comes in a cloud with power and great glory.

But another question comes up, who are Isra-

el since Christ 1 1. ** He is not a Jew who is

one outwardly." 2. '* That is not circumcision

which is outward in the flesh." 3. '* They are

not all Israel who are of Israel." 4. There is

no difference between the Jew and the Greek."
6, *' There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither bond nor free, there is neither male noT

female : for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And
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if ye are Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed

and heirs according to the promise/'

SEVENTH ERROR.
7. '* He denies that the gospel will be propo-

gated and become triumphant throughout the

world before the resurrection."

This, in the estimation of the Herald, is a ''fun-

damental error in Miller^s theory."

But what evidence do they present to prove

that the gospel will ever become triumphant
throughout the world, before the coming of

Christ and the resurrection ? None at all. It is

a mere assertion that the doctrine of Miller is er-

roneous, without one word of proof in favor of

the opposite theory or against his.

We will, however, examine the point, before

dismissing it, as it may meet the eye of some
one who has never given this subject much
thought. What our opponents mean by the

gospel's becoming triumphant, we do not exactly

know, but suppose they mean that it will exert

an universal influence on all hearts, subjecting

the whole human race then alive on earth to

Christ. Nothing short of this will be a triumph

of it throughout the world.

I. We shall briefly notice some of the argu-

ments usually adduced in favor of the doctrine

of the world's conversion, and show their fallacy.

1. " God has commanded that the gospel

should be preached to every creature, and it is

.not yet accomplished : and if he had not design-

ed it should be done, he would not have com-
manded it." True, God has commanded it to

be done, but it has not been done yet, although
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1800 years have passed since the command was
given. Nor can it ever be done to the extent of

the command, unless God raises up the dead,

and gives them another opportunity of receiving

it. The great mass of the race have died dur-

ing that time, without the gospel, and what
ground have we for concluding it will ever be

different?

2. ** Christ has promised that the gospel of

the kingdom shall be preached in all the world

for a witness to all nations ; then shall the end
come." True, he has made such a promise

;

and it is equally true, that it is nearly if not

quite fulfilled. It will be a difficult matter to put

our finger on a nation upon the map of the world,

and say, chat nation has not received the gospel.

But, says the objector, *' the promise implies

something more than just a promulgation of the

gospel within the bounds of each nation ; it

means that all the nations, and all the individu-

als of each nation, ^hall be brought under the

influence of the gospel." But I ask for the ex-

prestsion in the text which goes to prove it, or

from which the inferrences can be justly drawn.

It is not there. On the contrary, Christ declares

that when each nation has heard it, ** then shall

the end (of the world) come.''

3. '' God has promised (Ps. ii. 8,) to give his

son the heathen for his inheritance; and the ut-

termost parts of the earth for his possession."

This also is correct. But the great question is,

when, and how, is he to give it to him. The
answer is at hand. When he sets his " King"

upon his holy hill of Zion," and by '* breaking

the heathen like a potters vessel." This certain-
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ly looks but little like the conversion of the hea-

then or the mild and healthful influence of the

gospel. Nothing can be farther from it.

4. " The Bible promises (Isn. xi. 9.) that

there shall be nothing to hurt nor destroy in

God's holy mountain, for the earth shall be fuil

of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cov-

er the sea." Granted; but when, we answer,

when the branch from the root of Jesse judges
with righteousness, and smites the earth with

the rod of his wrath, and slays the wicked with

the breath of his lips. And when the wolf and
lamb dwell together, and the leopard and kid lie

down together, &c. This will be (Isa. Ixv. 17
—25.) when there is, according to God's prom
ise, a new heaven, and a new earth, wherein

dwelleth righteousness ; which, according to Pe-

ter [2d epistle 3d chapter,] will be at the day of

judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
We shall produce some arguments against the

doctrine of the conversion of the world before

the resurrection,

1. It is contrary to the" declaration of Christ,

that it shall be at the time of his coming, as it

was in the days of Noah, which was a time of

almost universal wickedness.

2. It is contrary to the doctrine of Christ, that

the way to life is narrow and few there be that

find it. While the way to destruction is broad

and there are many that walk in it.

3. It is irreconcileable with the saying ®f the

Savior to his disciples, in the world ye shall

have tribulation. And through much tribula-

tion we must enter into the kingdom of God.

For if it is true, as manyt«ach, that the devil wiH

be restrained and driven from the earth for tk
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1000 years, and all shall during* that time be

converted to Christ, and all the inferior creation

be perfectly harmless and docile, and there is no
cross in being a Christian, then, most certainly^

men will be carried to heaven on flowery beds

of ease, and the offence of the cross will have
ceased.

4. It contradicts the teaching of Paul, [2 Thes.
ii.] That that man of sin, that the wicked will

only be destroyed by the brightness of Christ's

coming. But as long as antichrist is in the

world, the gospel will never be triumphant
throughout the world.

5. It is against the positive declaration of

Christ, that his ministers will not have gone over

the ^cities of Israel until the Son of Man be come*

If he meant by the cities of Israel no more than

he meant by the cities of Palestine, then it was
alone in that aofe. But if he meant the cities of

the promised inheritance to the true Israel, i. e.

the whole world, then it is not yet done nor

will it be until the Son of Man be come.

Finally, the doctrine of the world's conversion

is in direct opposition to the whole tenor of God's

word ; it is a stupifying opiate to the conscience

of the sinner, putting faraway the evil day, at

least a 1000 years, and holding out to him the

delusive hope that the time will come w^hen he

shall com.e to Christ as a matter of course, and

without the cross of Christ; it is a delusive hope

to the professed Christian, of glory and pleasure

in this world, putting him off his watch for the

coming of the Master, and a constant prepara-

tion for his return. From such delusive anti-

Christian hopes, the Lord deliver us, and let all

the people say Amen.
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**S.—He declares in one place in his book,

'that Christ has greatly revived his -church since

the downfall of Napoleon, and has roused her

to the missionary work, so that she has publish-

ed the scriptures in one hundred and fifty differ-

ent languages, while in another place he consid-

•ers the Laodicean church, which the Savior de-

clared to be lukewarm, and ready to be spewed
out of his mouth, to be the prophetic emblem
and type of Protestant Christianity in these

days."

The first part of this item, we presume, our

brethren will not dispute. It is too notorious to

need proof or argument. The great increase of

light, and multiplication of revivals are altogeth-

er unparalleled in the history of the world. The
gigantic efforts of these last days are one of the

wonders of the age.

But after admitting all this, we ask any care*-

ful observer of the passing events of the day,

whether there is not another side to this picture.

Are there no reasons for believing this to be in-

deed a Laodicean age of the church? Let us

look at facts. L Out of the thousands and hun-

dreds of thousands yearly converted to God,
*' where are the nine ?" Alas, they are not

found that return to give glory to God. Com-
paratively few who have professed conversion,

have continued steadfast. 0\x\ world is a world

of backsliders. Few, comparatively, but what
have professed to be converted at one time or

other, yet how exceeding few are now alive to

God !

2. A large proportion of the professors of re*
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ligion in all the churches, of all denominations^

are absolutely inactive in the cause of Christ.

They have a name to live while they are dead :

they profess him in words, but in works they de-

ny him. This fact cannot have failed to meet
the observation of every minister; that a few
individuals, as a general thing, have the great

burden to bear, both as it respects religious du-

ties, and the financial interests of the church-

The remainder stand aloof as though they had
no interest in the subject. It is to be feared

they are but little different in regard to their

closet duties. Could more than four-fifths of

the professors of religion of the present day be

more appropriately described than by the term
*'• lukewarm ?"

3. '* Because thou sayest I am rich and in-

creased in goods, and have need of nothing."

The fact of an increase of worldly riches and

honors in the church is undeniable. Nor is this

increase of riches confined to indivividual church

members, but is characteristic of all the church

establishments in Protestant Christendom. Has
there been no ostentatious display of riches in

the operations of the benevolent enterprises of

the day ? But with all the flood of riches which

is in the hands of professors of religion, what a

small pittance has been devoted to the cause of

God ! And how has that small pittance been
drawn forth ? Why, by an appeal to the pas*

sions, in a great measure ; by a high state of

excitement. Comparatively little has been done

from pure christian principle, and to the extent

of the ability of the giver. Worldly minded-
ness is a striking characteristic of the present
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:age ; and for worldly gain about everything'

telse is sacrificed.

That the benevolent operations have been car-

ried on through means of a high state of ex-

citement, witness the astonishing declension in

the contribution of the two past years. The ex-

citement had gained its height, and could not be

sustained; and hence the falling off in funds,

and retrenchment of missionary labors. If there

had been no luke-warmness in the church, should

we have had to listen to the plaintive appeals

which so frequently stare us in the face when-
ever we take up a religious paper? The diffi-

culty does not lie in the want of ability to meet
^11 the exigencies of the times, for they are abun-

dant ; but in the luke-warmness of the church.

^

The resources are abundant, but the mind to ap-

propriate them is wanting. Well may such a

church be exhorted to repentance, lest the Sav-
ior should spew her out of his mouth.
We have now g^one through with a review of

the alleged eight fundamental errors of Miller's

theory, and have endeavored to meet each one
<if them with candor and fairness ; and trust the

truth ha« suffered nothing from our manner or

spirit of treating our opponents.

But it is mare than intimated that there are

Dther errors, ^' fundamental'^ in Miller's theory,

beside those presented ; but what, they are left

to conjecture. The writer says, ** Other errors

might be shown, some of ihem fundamental, and
others incidental, such as, that the day of grace

Avill close, the Turkish empire will come to an
ond, and that there will be an unparalleled time

of trouble in 1839 ; each of which catastrophes
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^' TS an independent conclusion from independent

chains of argument."

We are utterly at a loss to understand the

meaning of this paragraph. Whether he means
to have u& understand the three errors enumera-
ted are fundamental or incidental, we cannot de-

termine. Nor yet do we know what to under-

stand by the assertion " each of which catastro-

phes is an independent conclusion from indepen-

dent chains of argument." If he means the

three *^ catastrophes" he has just enumerated,
he is sadly in fundamental error. The three

points were all deduced from one chain ©f rea-

soning. 1. That the Turkish empire would fall

ih 1839. 2. That the fall of the Turkish em-
pire would mark the ending of the second wo,
or the sounding of the sixth angel, and that the

third wo, or sounding of the seventh angel would
immediately commence, when the mystery of

God would be finished, or the day of grace

closed. That as soon as the day of grace closed^

the great time of trouble would come. So that

each point was perfectly linked together.

The first point Mr Miller discovered to. be er-

roneous before the time came, by finding another

date for the beginning of his prophetic periods

on which his calculation was based. And with

a change on that point the v>^hole chain was af-

fected. That the Turkish empire fell precisely

according to the time of the new data, is fully es-

tablished. That the other events did not take

place according to Mr Miller's opinion, is also

clear. On those points, however, the writer of

this review publicly dissented from Mr M. before

the time. His error grew^ not out of the word
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of God, but his iLterpretation of that word. In-

terpreting the word ' quickly,' Rev. xi. 14, to

mean ' i[nmediately,' without giving it any lati-

tude. The time was correct, although all the

events were not ; bat the third wo must and will

soon come, and the day of mercy close.

CONCLUDINO REMARKS OF THE HERALD.
** But in relation to the prophecies, Mr Miller

is in an error. We say plainly, and if there is

anything to risk, in the way of reputation, we
risk it, that the events predicted to take place in

1843, will not take place ; or to come a little

nearer home, that those predicted to take place

next August, will not take place."

If there is anything in all the v/ritings of Wm.
Miller, which can equal in presumption, the

above quotation, we confess we have 3^et to learn

where it is to be found.

What an amount of responsibility has the au-

thor of that paragraph taken on himself. He
has vouched for the certainty of the fact that the

Lord Jesus Christ will not come in 1843. To
be more strong, and give the world a pledge of

the certainty of his assertion, he came still near-

er home, and assured us that the events predict-

ed to take place in August, 1840, would not take

place. But what has been the result of the cal-

culations in reference to the events of August,
1840? We answer, everything we could desire

or expected. Let it be understood that not one
\yord was written and published by Mr Miller,

in reference to August, and the faU/^of the Otto-

man empire at that time, or any other event tq

take place then.

ta^-
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The calculation was, made, written and pub-
ished by the writer of this review, and not by

Mr Miller. It is not in his writings. If there

is any bbme to be attached to anybody on that,

subject, let it fall where it belongs. Those who
may wish to see the original calculation, and
know what was calculated, ( not predicted) to

take place at that time, can-find it in the " Ad-
dress to the chrgy^ by^J} Litch/^ Let it be

scanned, and learn all that was expected, and
then compare it with the history of August, 1840^
as found in the ** Report of the Second Advent
conference held in Lowell, June 15, 16, 17^

1841." We fear not the result of the investiga-

tion. If the events expected to take place then,

did so take place, contrary to the positive assu-

rance of the Zion's Herald, then there is a bare

possibility that that voucher may fail once more
in as signal a manner. Let no one, therefore,

place too great confidence in the testimony, for

it 7nay fail.

We now repeat what we have already said,

that our columns are open for a reply either from

brother Brown, or brother True. They shall

have an open field and fair play.

But the Herald closes by saying, *' We hope

God will overrule these things, for his glory ; biit

the prospect now is, that Mr Miller's lectures

willdo infinitely more harm than good.''

Take courage, brother, your hope will not be

cut off; for not a week passes but what we hear

of some new case of good wrought by Miller's

lectures. The prospect continually brightens,

and there are more and more signs that 1843
will bring the world's catE^strophe.


