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With a shout, with a song

We will cheer the boys along,

Under banners of Green and Maroon !

While we do, while we dare,

Proudly waving everywhere

Are the banners of Green and Maroon !

So it's High, High, High !

Always B. C. High !

Singing our glad merry tune.

And we'll cheer B. C.

On to victory.

Under banners of Green and Maroon ! \

i



ABDUL JALIL ZUHAIR

"To be a well-favoured man is the gift of fortune."

Shakespeare

"Jil" is the gayest man in Fifth and its best

tap dancer. His only difficulty *as to solve Fr.

Sheehan's problems. He is very fond of English

literature especially Shakespeare. Life's amb'tion

is \o become an expert lawyer.

ALBERT JOSEPH

Every one is the son of his own work." Shakespare

A good sodalist who did great work in

collecting things for the poor at Christmas. His

only trouble at school was to keep his hair within

bounds. His ambition is to become an engineer.

ARMEN KOUYOUMDJIAN

"He wears the rose of youth upon him." Sheridan

H ghest in stature if not in studies. He is

quiet, handsome, but withal dangerous.

CLEMENT GEORGIE
"Let us be moral." Dickens

Clement is a good sodalist, a good student, and a

dapper gentleman. With his extensive wardrobe, his

expansive smile, and shining hair he makes a

brilliant appearanc. Clement has his eye on a

B.B.A. in Commerce.



DAVID FETTO

In life's morning march when my besom was

young." Canning

"Dave" is the "kid" of Fifth, one of the

lest to take to trousers. He rates A No. 1 in

English despite his fifty fils words. He is tops

»n both Chemistry and History but has selected

ihe former as his life's field of endeavor.

ELIAS TAWFIQ

'My soul, sit thou a patient looker-on." Quarles

Elias weighs in as one of Fifth's most

substantial members. He is as good hearted as

he is great-bodied. Despite his difficulties in Fr.

Sheehan's Science classes he aims to become a

mechanical engineer.

FATHALLAH LOKA
"If music be the food of love, play on." Shake

Despite his nickname "Fatty is not fat but slim,

even willowy. He is vice president of the Sodality,

a star in Arabic and a masterful producer of

compositions and speeches. Though speedy in the

intellectual field, Fatty barely crawls in the field of

sports.

FERDINAND JAMEEL

"I awoke one morning and found myself

famous." Campbell

Boy ! He is next to Fr. Sheehan in Math and

Physics but not next to Fr. Paul in Arabic. Gay

and light of heart, Ferdy will trip down the

mathematical way to become an engineer.



GEORGE BAKOSE

It's a cruelty to load a fallen man." Shakespeare

George enthuses over sports but only endures

classes and other dull things of the mind. No one

ever called George tongue-tied or gloomy, despite

h:s heavy load of classes. His heart s desire is to

fill Fr. Cronin's shoes as Athletic Director.

GHASSAN SHAWKET
"The distant tape, and the crowd roaring

between, His own name over all." Newbolt

Fleet as a deer in the field, Ghassan is B.C.'s best

baseball player and track man and the popular

hero of the lower classes. Among his many medals

one finds no medal in math, or physics. With his

leadership and brawn, Ghassan will do well in his

chosen field of agriculture.

HARITH GHANIMA

"Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful."

Shakespeare

Harith is prefect of the Sodality and Fifth's

genius. His influence is weighty everywhere except

en the ball field. He is fat of body, but not in

years. We predict a great career for him in

medicine.

HARITYOON SAHAKIAN

"Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell."

Shakes.

A bright fellow, he is loved by all the

students. Fr. Gookin had great difficulty in keeping

Harityoon sober in class. Editor of El Iraqi for the

past year. He has a great desire to become an

Electrical Engineer.



HIKMET ABBOSH

>ame, where is thy blush." Shakespeare.

-rkmet is the most unproportional body in

Tallest in school, full of jokes but serious of

-sr.ance, brain-stormed in Physics but capable

-*r subjects-this is Hikmet. He aims to become

HUSHAR SHEMDIN

"A prodigy of learning." Sheridan.

A strong and intelligent youngster, he has a

great appetite for study. Hushar is a real gentleman

and scholar. He is A No 1 in Biology, Chemistry,

and History. He aims to be a surgeon.

HHUB

JACOB JOSEPH
• f <r, t put too fine a point to your wit, for fear

it should blunt." Shakespeare.

Jacob is Fifth's philosopher with views of his

/r> Though somewhat of an alarmist in class, he

> r » excellent sportsman. Jacob wants to take to

""
«iir and become a pilot.

JEFFREY LYNSDALE

"Double, double, toil and trouble." Shakespeare.

Jeffry is the Charles Atlas of Fifth. He takes

his own pace in studies but usually arrives. He wields

a mighty arm in baseball. He has his eye on some

stars as an army officer.



JOHN FARAGE

"I have no spur

To prick the sides of my intent." Shakespeare.

Johnny is Fifth's pianist, harmonica artist, and

vocalist. He is reserved, good-hearted, and posse-

ssor of an enchanting smile. Already he has acquired

the manners of his chosen profession, commerce.

JOHN KEMP

"Give thy thoughts no tongue" Shakespeare.

Another philosopher of 5th. Between him and

Harityoun the class is kept well supplied with jokes.

Life's ambition is to become a soldier.

JOSEPH BAKOSE

"Thus all below is strength and all above is grace."

Dryden.

As Sodal.ty treasurer he did great work on the

mission collections, setting an all-time record for

the school. Too high a character to be interested

in getting money for himself but still medicine won't

give way to his becoming a "Father.

JOSEPH SALMAN

"There's no art to find the mind's construction in

in the face". Shakespeare.

Tallest after Hikmet but surpasses him with

microphone voice. Has a chain that is well known

in science classes. Life's ambition lies along

commercial lines.



JOSEPH SKENDAR

"There's a good time coming, boys !" Mackay.

His English gets on Fr. Shea's nerves. A t
:ne

mathematician, something that may be traced to

the "subha" which he is always fingering. Lccks

forward to Business.

MUNTHER FETTAH.

"Nature may stand up and say to all the world,

"This was a man !" Shakespeare.

Boy ! Class president for the last two years.

Has held the leadership in studies since he entered

B.C. He is fond of Arabic and English literature

and is a forceful orator in both tongues. Also A

No. 1 in Chemistry, Biology and Physics.

Engineering clue for a revolution.

NAHID EL-ASKERI

"I'll put a girdle round about the earth in forty

minutes."

Wrestler of 5th. He wears eye glasses to see

clearly but in Fr. Sheehan's class he has been

known to see double, perhaps because of the

subject. Another engineer to make the class famous.

PERCY THOMAS
" Be a comfort to my age.

Grand - pa of 5th. H ; s greatest trouble w*s

to keep the tsetse flies away during Fr. Sheehan's

class for they kept him awake. Business will be one

of his loves.



w*m

PHILIP BESHOU&Y

" He had kept the witness of his soul. And

thus nen ever him wept." Byron.

Sodality secretary and up to the minute in

more ways than one. Agreeable and popular even

in his jokes. Ambition in life to become a chemist.

THEODORE STEPHEN

•Let us describe the iridesc'.bab!e." Arcp-.

5th year fitter but in future will be a ru!

engineer. Likes to laugh at others but sometir-.es-

it works the other way.

WILLIAM HOON
"

I bear a charmed life.
" Shakespeare.

A calm man yet very gay, he ss 5ths

treasurer. Has all the charm of India. He hopes

to make the most of his personality in business.
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Editorial

WE AND THE PRESENT WORLD

h
Horilvoun Schakion '13

Between the world of the future and the sweet

memory ol our last school hours there stands, glorious

and magnificent, the turning point of our lives, our

commencement dav- Yet it i^ only a day and with the

passing of a few ecslalic hours it wil' be ever. The

moment comes when we walk out of the familiar door

and, pausing on the threshold, we turn back for the

lasi time and sirg the farewell song- We sing heartily,

sincerely, and it may be that the tears which spring to

our eyes may serve to wash away the remembrance of

wrong deeds we have carelessly committed- Alas! We
are no longer the same First High k'ds who would

rush around the school building and play at marble*:

no longer the same Second High lads who would push

their way through the older boys tc get the good seats

m the busses firsr; no longer the s">me Third High

boys who would boast over the lower classes: no longer

the same vigorous and spirited Fourth High athletes

who would never give up the c'as? banner and the

silver cup; and finally, no longer the same 'Fifth high

who had always tried their best to bt a model for the

other classes and to bear witr; Loner the Green and

Maroon banner.

B. C. sends us off into a complicated and altering

world; a world where the mortal storm in man has

reached its climax. Until that storm dies away we
shall never have a peaceful world. We are told that

alterations produce an expected civilization but the

storm in the present world is not so much an alteration

as a disintegration. That storm has risen out of the

vices that are buried deep in the very hearts of men.

It is easy enough to go out into that storm and win

glory, fame, or even victory, but peace will not truly

come until those vices are rooted out of men's hearts.

We can glory now in the fact that our college

has never allowed her sons to become victims of

such vices- Through her teachers she has taken wise

precautions beforehand. Her sons must be real men

when they go forth; men who will ever be ready to

live up to and fight for the ideals she has labored to

give them So we leave our old home and set out to

seek for another which will hardly be a better one.

Yet no matter where that search will carry us we will

never fail, for the rest of our lives, to look back with

genuine love and gratitude to those who gave us those

shining ideals by whose light our search will be

carried on-

We Leave

Who knows what tomorrow may bring ? For

security's sake the following boys asseverate their wills

to their successors- For posterity's usage we leave the

building under whose roof we were taught, hot, sought

and caught- We leave the chairs in the Science Room
to Fr Mudir because all year he has been wondering

whether they would be left or not- Our wandering life

from room to room in our last year we leave to another

class that will also have its ups and downs- In particular

WE LEAVE Munther's ability in study and

fiery eloquence for all boys of all time-

WE LEAVE Armen's treasures to Second

High; his moustache to Abu Shawarib and his

jumping ability and motorcycle to their track team-

WE LEAVE Hikmet's long legs to those

shorties who lack the pituitory gland-

WE LEAVE Hishar's steady determination to

the doubtful boys of First High-

WE LEAVE Ferdy's ingenuity in mathematics

to Fr- Sheehan to bestow on whom he will in

those cloudy days two years from now-

WE LEAVE Harith's deep impression on

everything he touched to those w-ho sit—but

dream-

WE LEAVE Nahid's energy and sense of fun to

all those to whom school is difficult-

WE LEAVE Fathallah's atmosphere of luck

and love to the boys of Fourth who come
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from Karradah.

WE LEAVE Albert's geniality and string of

beads as a reserve supply fur Fr. Mudir to

use during the hot weather-

WE LEAVE Jalil's product of the extremes,

his tapping toes and tongue tripping with

Shakespeare, to those who tnink that never

the twain shall meet ".

WE LEAVE David's curly hair to those who

forget to take care early.

WE LEAVE Jchn Forage's fifty— fils Arabic

words and one hundred fils smile for those

who get the first at the expense of the second.

WE LEAVE Philip's long methods of solving

to Fr. Sheehan who cfn enjoy them more

during the summer months than he did during

the winter.

WE LEAVE Joseph Skender's ability in the

mile and half mile to Arthur Youhana.

WR LEAVE Jacob's Arabic class arguments

—

well, er — gladly.

WE LEAVE Clement's Brvl— cream to that

boarder in Second High

WE LEAVE Ghassan's track records in order

that " those who run may read ".

WE LEAVE Joseph Bskose's mission money

collecting ability to all future Sodality treasurers.

WE LEAVE Ehas' 'biggest brain in the class' to

Fr. Gookin for future reference.

WE LEAVE George's stcries to the boys who

read "THE Wonder Book".

WE LEAVE Teddy's diligence for Fr. Mahan to

distribute amoDg his boarders.

WE LEWE Percy's revolver to Fr. Sarjeant as

the air raid protection for the college-

WE LEAVE Harityoun's jokes and courtesy to

bus rowdies who think they do not go together

WE LEAVE John Kemp's English accent to

Fr. Hoyt's Oral English classes.

WE LEAVE Joseph Salman's quiet reserve to all

of First High.

WE LEAVE Jeffrey's m'ghty chest and wrestling

ability - well, we leave it alone.

WE LEAVE William's once handsome face, but now
disfigured, together with his crushed body to all

future Seniors who write nonsense like the above.

And finally we leave our sincerest thanks to all the

Fathers and teachers who helped us in our studies. For

their kindness and patience we shall always be indebted

to them. And to all who follow us we wish the same
g'orious prosperity and happiness that we had in our

five years at Baghdjd College.

Written on this the thirtieth inst. of May in

the year of Our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Forty

Three. William Hoon

A MIDSUMMER'S NIGHT DREAM — 1963

h
Munther Fettah '43

, ,

"Only one hour left and ncthing prepared!"

murmured Aimen Kouyoumdjiar, a wealthy business

man, who knew nothing as well as how to give Da ties

and soirees in his rallujah villa. That day he was

giving a big p-*rty in honor of Fathailbh Loka's

marriage. The reason lay in the fact that Fathniiah

was a relative of his ( for with the parsing of yenrs

some strange things hod happened )• The party was

to be given in the gardens of the first building of

Baghdad University The guests were all the graduates

of that great 1943 class of B. C. Armen had h:;ped

to make that party a charming one, a re^l success,

but ail the elements seemed to go against him.

There was confusion everywhere. Shouts, rumbles,

roars of laughter and curses while poor Armen was

biting his moustaches- John Forage, Iraq's best tenor,

was trying to help his stricc-tempo orchestra men to

fix the microphone, but in vain; for he never really

touched anything- Ghassan Shawket, still in his shorts

and spikes, ( for he had been practicing in another

attempt to break his own world's record for the 100

and 200 meter dashes ) was arranging the tables to

the tune of numerous curses because of the fact that

there was no time left for him to go and change
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his clothes- Philip Beshoury, Joseph Salman and

Joseph Skender were uselessly trying to explain to

the butlers of their casino how to serve the ice

cream offered as a present by the Lynsdale, Skender,

Salman and Beshoury Casino. But when their burly

partner, Jeffery Lynsdale, appealed t^e servants

suddenly understood all the instructions very well.

Theodore Stephen, formerly an e'ectrical engineer

at the Sarrafiyah power house, was decorating the

trees with strings of electric lights and beseeching

Sayid Jalil Zuhair, to give him a nail to hold the

wires. But the great Sayid Zuhair. who was an

excellent electrical engineer, a wealthy farmer, a

marvellous opera singer and a wonderful yam

weaver, was vainly trying to figure out how many

volts were required to push the current through all

the resistances- He failed. He tried again and

failed. At last he gave up He had never really

understood Ohm's Law-no! even in the golden times

with the greatest physics teacher in the world.

Half an hour left! Armen was crazy. Even

the bridegroom wasn't there! He searched for his

relative, searched everywhere, but in vain. At last,

George Bakose, B. U.'s basketball coach, came

running in typical style and told /. rmen that

Fatty was in the library, in the furthest corner with

his back towards the door- Armen approached

slowly and silently-then he had to burst into a roar

of laughter. Fatty was reading *a pamphlet called

If You Marry " and near him on the table lay

Casti Conubii " and " Speaking of Birth Control "!

It was time- The guests began to arrive- The

garden was beautifully lighted and decorated. A
seven-seater Buick drew up to the door. A driver in

white uniform hurried to open the door- His

Excellency Harityoun De Sahakian, Ambassador of

Armenia to the Court of the King of Iraq, descended

from the car, a cigar in his mouth, his face lit by

h's old time smile- Albert Joseph, an unscrupulous

politician and newspaperman, bent to whisper in the

ear of John Kemp, head of the Oral English department

of the university, "What has this man got to do in

Iraq ? He's an awfully dangerous politician-

Remember when this man was once told that no one

and no place would ever take him ?"

The bride and bridegroom came.Walking with

them was that short, stout, shy priest, Fr- Ghanima.

Somebody whispered, " He's better looking -
" but a

loud ' Hush: " interrupted him.

Then - Bang : Johnny and his orchestra began

with the bridegroom's favrite piece "Rumming

Waltz"- After that they swung into "When They

Begin the Beguine" and believe me, Johny's voice

was tender, beautiful- Among the dancing crowd one

could easily se* that the Zuhairs wero very much

touched by that song Rumbas, tangoes, foxtrots,

waltzes brightened and softened the night. The scene

was one of joy, vigor, energy, enthusiasm, zeai.

Mr. Nahid Kl-Asken showed his great astonish-

ment at the fact that no one seemed to dance

'Jitterbug"- He then expressed his ideas on the coats

of the guests—they were badly cut. "Now in Egypt"

he began. ..but the music grew louder and saved

the situation.

Then William Hoon, professor of Romantic

literature at B. U-. who never failed in imitating a

certain teacher of his college days in selecting spe-

cial poems which the boys liked and easily under-

stood ( they knew them too well !) - well. Mr. Hoori

stood up to give a speech. He started "Let me not

to the marriage of true minds admit impediments''
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only to hear the whole crowd join him in the follo-

wing lines which •'hey had never forgotten.

Dr. Clement Georgie D. M. D. was telling his

wife ( who was a Basrawi, by the way ) why one

gets a toothache while eating ice cream On the

other side of the room at that same moment David

Fetto, who had recently gotten his Doctor's degree

in Organic Chemistry, became confused while trying

to explain to his fiancee the difference between

Glucose and Dextrose used in ic« cream.

In a distant corner a gray-haired man was

sitting. His eyes showed nervousness verging on

insanity- He was Ferdinand Jameel, Director of the

Ottoman Bank in Iraq. ThaT afternoon he had

discovered an error of 43 fiis All his mathematics

?.nd all the short ways " and long ways " he had

learned from ?. certain one weren't of any help in

solving his difficulty. Elias Tawfiq, a fat, good-hearted

member of the government ' Brain Trust " was doing

his best to soothe Ferdy's nerves, bin in vain.

Then everything stopped The music suddenly

ceased; the dancers appeared paralyzed; Fr Ghanima

ran to his seismograph to see if an earthquake was

going on and thus accounting for that strange rumbling

aDd shaking of the walls But then id the dooiway

appeared the explanation in the ponderous shape of

Mirza Hushyar Hazim, the huge Kurdish shaikh. He

jegged to be pardoned for his lateness- It was, he said,

lue to an unexpected secret meeting of the parliament.

Before the party was over a postman came in

vith a letter for Fatty. The latter carelessly took it

ind was about to put it in his pocket when his bride

bserved the English stamp on it- Her curiosity was

roused and of course Fatty was helpless in the face of

er sweet request- He opened the letter. His bride

suddenly blushed a rosy red- Everybody noticed it and

there were some knowing smiles on various faces. For

the letter was from Percy Thomas who was selling

Arak in London.

Then Fr. Joseph- Bakose, Secretary to the

Apostolic Delegate, came in. He regretted that the

Delegate could not be with them for a slight fever

confined him to bed-

" Everybody is here, " shouted Hikmet Abbosh.

owner of the Abbcsh studios " Let's take a memorial

picture. Everybody promptly ran, pushed and kicked

others through force of habit. Hikmet had a tiresome

job arranging the party according to the various

heights but the job was almost comp-eted when the

bride suddenly noticed that three of the guests were

missing immediately the whole group, led by Albert

Joseph, began to search- Fr. Ghanima was found in the

Physics lab beside a monument dedicated to Munther

Fettah who had been killed by an electric current

while trying to install the new 5000C volt generator

in the B U. lab. Fr. Ghanima turned solemnly and

said, " No. " Not everybody is here: " Then they all

noticed two tears sparkling on his cheeks.

J alii Zuhair was found in the Science room

showing his wife where Munther used to sit- They

were both very sad, for they knew him well, too well.
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Lest We Forget

hy

Clement Gergie '43

There comes a time when every young man is

anxious to hear of his forebears and family origins.

So it was that I became curious about the origins of

our Alma Mater, Baghdad College. But where could T

find all these things for she is a stern and modest lady

whose lips remain sealed with secrecy ? But in her

eyes I read a message- " Young man, g'o out and

discover these details for yourse^ ! Did I not teach

you how to seek the truth ? Or hav> I not lightened

the way for you ? " Thus it was that I came to search

in dusty lanes and musty tomes for some accounts of

the former days of our Alma Mater.

If we want to find out all about the beginning

of B- C. we should go to Rome. As the old proverb

says, " All roads lead to Rome " and it so happens

that this i<; true in this particular case. In response to

the petition of the Christian Communities of Baghdad.

His Holiness Pope Pius the Uth sent, in the spring

of 1931, Fr. Edmund Walsh S- J-, an author of note,

to make a survey of conditions in Baghdad and to

report on the feasibility of a school there-

On March 9th, 1932, the first four Fathers

arrived in Baghdad; the Most Reverend William A.

Rice, now the Bishop of British Honduras; Rev. J.

Edward Coffey, the first prefect of studies; Rev.

Edward T7 - Madaras, now the treasurer of the College

and Rev. John Miff, who alone of that first group

remains on the teaching staff. Asa result of their great

work a school was opened in the following autumn and

its first site was Murabah Street, on the river front

not far from New Street. The cradle of B. C- was, like

most cradles, a roisy one- Tt stood at the corner of two

busy streets crowded with shouting sellers of goods

while a tinsmith next door to the school competed

with the Fathers who were hammering within.

In the light of these things we can understand the

stentorian tones developed by some of the teachers.

The school began its first year with an enrollment

of 107 b'ws from different parts of the city- There

were only four classes that n>st year 5th- and 6th.

Primary and 1st 2nd 2nd- Intermediate and for these

four section^ there were cn!y two rooms so these

last were divided into four sections- There was no

space for games so on Thursdays the boys would go

outside the city for games At that time the students

had the choice of French, German or Italian as their

third foreign language- The time order of classes wa«5

also a little different from that of the present, the

summer order, for instance, running from 7 a- m- to 1

p. m In spite of all the difficulties th« boys faced in

srhool they liked it v«*ry much and most of them even

went to school on Sundays ! At the end of that first

year th a 5th- Primary class was dropped and the 3rd-

Intermediate was added.

At the age of two years, which is rather a long

time, B- C. learned how to walk - and what a walk

that wis ! Tt was all the way from Murabah to Sulaikh

for in Ju'y 1934 the school moved to a m"ch larger

house en the river front in the latter p'ace. The new

building was a huge square house wiih 35 rooms

around a central courtyard where ihe boys had their

handball, basketball and volleyball courts- Once

more B- C. is on the river front and we shall see

later that her third site likewise overlooks the river

as if she had fallen in love at first sight with the

gclden waves of the Tigris- The Fathers were told

that the house was haunted and just by accident
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on that first night in the building Fr. Wand's light

went off and for a long time. There was a little

uneasiness among the Fathers that first night but

that inauspicious beginning was also the end of their

worries - at least a^; regards ghosts. Special busses

were made for the school because of the difficulties

with the public busses yet even so the boys had

many " mud holidays ''

for the roads to Sulaikh in

those days were not yet paved, A boarding

department had been planned for that year but at

the last moment it was called off owing to lack of

space-

The first graduation of the College was held in

June 1936 on this site. The great advance in such

a short time came as a surprise to many people but

those same people might be even more surprised

were they to see that old site today- There is nothing

left of that huge house except the gate itself and in

the midst of the present ruins stands a big tent-

For even before the Fathers had moved to Sulaikh

they had bought a tract of land there with an area of

25 acres with a 215 foot frontage on the Tigris. So

the second site of the College had been only a

temporary one- In January 1936 Fr. Merrick had

placed a medal of St. Joseph in the new property

and in that same year on the Eve of St. Joseph's

feast the Fathers had taken formal possession of the

land- To this third site which is the present college

the school was moved in September 1938. The

present building is Iraqi architecture for although

Alma Mater had her origins in Rome yet she does not

want to spurn the customs of her neighbors.

In September 1939 a new building appeared on

the grounds, a boarding school and residence for the

Fathers. Over these two buildings, the school and

boarding house, hovers the spirit of the fairy god-

mother of the college, the unknown lady whose gene-

rous gifts of money made possible the erection of

both buildings. We, the students of Baghdad College,

should be most grateful to her for without her unstin-

ted kindness many of us would never have known

B.C. l

March the 9th- 1942 was the tenth anniversary

of the founding of our college and His Excellency

the Apostolic Delegate to Iraq celebrated Mass in the

school in honor of the occasion. In those ten years our

beloved Alma Mater has sent forth over one hundred

sons to face the world with the strong courage and clean

hearts of real Christian gentlemen- May those hundreds

soon be thousands-thousands who, as we ourselves,

remember with real love our school along the Tigris.

Baghdad College !

-I—

i

oQb«.

Life In Sheehan Hall

by

Theodors Stephen 43

Sheehan Hall is a peaceful two-storied, six-roomed

house hidden away among the palms at about five

minutes' walking distance from the school- It is

surrounded by a delightful garden of flowers ample

enough to supply the needs of John Farage's button-

hole- This house for the past year has been the home

of the "Big Boys" as the Junior Boarders call us.

From the description above it would seem that life

in Sheehan Hall is lazy and drowsy. Not a bit of it!

Our boys were always bubbling over with the vim

and vigour of perfect health. Not one of us has

made a trip to the infirmary during the school year-

Of course, there were slight attacks of school-

sickness among us as the times when Ahmed felt faint
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before Oral English elapses- A mild attack of sleeping

sickness, also, visited Jalil on Biology test days- But

these things, you will admit, are net very seriour,.

A German police do? Sheba, who was driven out

of Ghissan's house by his father for eating radio wires,

was our faithful night watchman during the year- Sheba

had peifect manners except for her queer habit ot

digging up the flower garden, a habit which made our

gardener go on strike twice during the year. Despite

such a faithful guardian as Sheba, wicked dreams

abused the curtain'd" s'eep of John Farage. Many the

night he stayed awake till dawn chasing the robbers

of his imagination with Ghi«san's small pistol clutched

in his hand.

In spite of the early rise our boys managed to get

to Chapel six or seven minutes before Mass started.

But every rule must have executions. Several nv:rn ; ngs

we were late for Chapei for snrnethig went wrong either

with the clock or Fr- Arm'tage- Or perhaps Clement

kept the rest waiting while he finished combing: his

glossy hair- Despite these and s'milar shortcomings no

one received any punishments dur'ng the year. At times

one had to pinch himself t~ see whether he was really

in a boarding house or at home.

Our main purpose in 5he( han Hall was study but

we spiced it at times with sport We had among us

Ghassan whose cporting fame is well known in B.C.

and Baghdad. Also t hmad, an ace in the four hundred-

Our energetic prefect, Fr. Shtr ban, had the bright idea

of making a small volley-ball court between the two

palm trees. Then he organized a league cf four teams,

four men on a team- - a peifect squaie, as he might

say. The cup was won by Ghassan's team after a close

match with hhirene's men who played a smashing

game but unfortunately all the smashes were out Still

unbeaten in spirit, Khorene tiied to take away the

ping-pong championship from Fr. Sheehan. Still the

smashes were out- Never mind, Khorene 1 You know

that Abraham Lincoln was beater, many times wrestling

when he wis a boy but he always bounced np again

ready for another match

But we m"st not forget cur Charlie the Wrestler,

the youngest of the house, who was famous for b ea-

thing life into cartoons of the aforesaid Johnny playing

hide-and-seek with the robbers. Somehow, when sum-

mer, came, a mysterious change came over Charlie.

An inspiration to fly came to him. Thus he beg*n

practising p~>le vault as the best means at hand

For a po'e he used a crooked eucalyptic (you-can-

leap-it) Dranch, ten feet long. After a wek Charlie

was ready for his trial fl'ght- Suddenly he leaped

from his pole into the azure sky only to land like

Humpty Dumpty on top of the garden wall. The

second flight was not much more successful for he

bad to make a forced landing on the roof of Sheba's

canteen (garage).

Tee social life of Sheehan Hall came to a climax

with a soiree held in our garden which was honored

by the presence of Rev Fr. Rectcr and Fr Mahan.

The highpoint of the menu was "Mishmish Squash"

made bv our famous chatterbox driver, Zeia. After

dinner Victor showed some of Charlie's new jjea

pictures with the projector. Our quartet then sang

some songs, followed by a solo by Fr. Mahan who

outclassed us without a doubt- The explanation given

by Fr- Sheehan, W- B. S., was that Fr. Mahan had

more extra overtones than our quartet. This soiree

only deepened our impression that Sheehan Hall was

a real home, one that we will never forget no matter

how far we may roam.
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The Last Assault

by

Aram Seropian '-45

Thy part is with broken sabre

To rise on the last redoubt.

To fear no sensible failure,

But fighting, fighting, fighting,

Die driven against the wall-

Louise Imogen Guiney

The ides of May have come ! Eery emblems,

ominous omens and suspicious signs flash on and off

in the dnrkling sky of Third High. The air is heavy

with doubt and the overcharged atmosphere tingles

with excitement- Easily might we sing with the witches

of Macbeth, " Fair is foul, and foul is fair
; Hover

through the fog and filthy air" Yes, old Shakespeare

knew what he was talking about. He, too, must have

faced many a final exam ( We wonder if that is why

he left school so early. ) Then unceasing dispatches

come from the principal's office foreboding events that

may well be a<: weird and fantastic as those in

" The Murder in Rue Morgue.

Though we boys of Third may be weak in

algebraic signs, these signs we know well. They are

the sure sisms ef th° great annual invasion of the

teachers on the territory of defenceless students. In

plain language, the Exams are coming ! This dire

situation demands extra vigilance- Let no one, however

great the temptation, fall to sleep without keeping at

least one eye open. Secret Service of Third s*mt out

to observe Teachers* Headquarters oring back

disheirtening reports. Whispered conferences, they

siy, are being held daily ; teachers are singing treaties

of coalition to present an united front to student forces-

The results of such activities are daily becoming

more evident. Professor Beshir is keeping up a relent-

less trial barrage of questions on Arabic Grammar-

Professor Abbosh, more suavely perhaps but none the

less forcefully, is laying mines of historical dates and

facts that will fool all but the most cautious- The

World's Greatest Scientist. Fr. Sheehan, warns that

unless we figure out our campaign with more accuracy

than we do our Physics and Math problems we will

find ourselves at battle's end on the minus side of the

lines- As for Fr. Gookin, he remains gently insistent

on his Theory of Convolutions- Failure or success

depends on convolutions. It's convolutions that count !

Fr- Armitage has not as yet committed himself to any

definite policy but Friday last we observed his new bass

voice which means that he will speak less in the future

and observe more. Despite their individual differences,

the teachers one all have in their eyes that far-away

Waterloo look that bodes no good for us-

In our own camp there is not in evidence such

optimism and confidence- First of all, we are on the

defensive, and everyone knows that a defensive battle

is the hardest to wage- Secondly, our sources of

supply are limited. Yes, decidedly so. Our rifles are

rusty, our sabres broken due to our own neglect.

Our only hope is to know our terrain so well that

the enemy can find no inviting gap, and to fight with

that same determination that wrested the silver cup

from Fifth's grasping hands last Field Day-

Now the zero hour is approaching, Third High

to a man is posted at strategic positions. When the

command to advance is given, the whole undaunted

Third Army will leap to the attack across that no Boys

Land called Final Exams. Let the barrage of questions

fall as hard and heavy as they can. The boys of

Third are ready to take that last redoubt

!
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Athletics

hy

Ghastan Shawkei '43

and

Aram Seropian' 45

Sports in general suffered this year owing to

the doubtful condition of the busses. The whole order

of the school was changed and practice sessions for

.the varsity teams could not be held regularly. But

this hardship meant little to our enthusiastic boys

and they deserve the highest praise for the honour

and glory they brought to the school desDite the dif-

ficulties they faced- The wine of victory was poured

out often enough to gladden the heart of Fr, Cronin,

our patient and long suffering Moderator ef Athletics.

BASKETBALL LEAGUE :

The school basket ball league was a thrilling fight

between Fifth and Third Highs, rivals of loDg stan

ding. The championship was finally won by Third

who thus evened up their defeat of last year- The

winning team was made up of Captain Joseph Georgie,

Louis Raffouli, Bedi, Atchoo, Edward Tominna and

John Metti.

In games with other schools we lost to Adha-

miya once but beat them later; we were rained out

of a game with Bettawin; and in the Military Col-

lege Tournament we were defeated by a strong team

from the Katkh School.

PING- PONG
;

Several of our boys entered the tournement at

\\\k Royal Iraqi Sport Club but when it came time

for the final matches there was no one left wearing

the Green and Maroon. In the Pharmacy College

tournament Gilbert Thomas of Second High did very

well until the semi-final round where he was defe-

ated, after a very close match, by the Iraqi champion.

Jamil Salih, who later went on to win the tourna-

ment. If we must lose, we do so only to the best.

BICYCLE RACE:

After the annual Baghdad bicycle race this year

we saw a cloud of dust rising on the road to the

school. Out of the dust came Arman Ohanness of

Second High, holding in his hand the cherished cup

that stands for the Champion Cyclist of Baghdad.

So another jewel was added to B. C. , s crown

of victory. — G. S S- '43 —
TRACK :

The school track meet is the event that exci-

tes the most interest in all the students for it is the

one sport in which all the classes have a more or

less equal chance. This year's meet was one of the

closest and be^t in the history of B. C. sports. The

championship was not decided right up to the last

two seconds of the meet when in the relay race Joseph

Georgie of Third High desperately managed to hold

the lead over a flying Ghassan Shawkat of Fifth

High Those two seconds meant the cup for Third

High and a victory for a well-balanced team- 1 he

high scorer for the meet was Ghassan Shawket tut

he had plenty of competition from such stars as Joseph

Georgie, Armen Kouyoum^jian, Frank Rose and

Sami Obayda-

Our track team went down to the government

meet and all Baghdad had the pleasure of seeing our

two stars, Ghassan Shawket and Joseph Georgie,

fighting shoulder to shoulder for the Green and

Maroon- Between the two of them Baghdad College

came home with the second prize, the silver cup
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of H R. H- the Regent. Ghassan broke the record

for the 2C0 yard dash, equaled the record in the

100, and placed second in ihe broad jump. Joseph

won the pole vault with graceful ease, unwound

himself like a coiled spring to take the broad jump,

and flew in a close second to Ghassan in the 100-

To you, Ghassan and Joseph, Baghdad College

says, "Great wrtrk - and thank you;''

BASEBALL

:

On May Day, the last of the month, after the

Sodality ceremonies the baseball championship was

decided at long last- For some days Second and

Third High had been battling for the privi'ege of

playing Fifth High for the league honors. Second

High had come out on top so they went i:.to the

May Day game determined to wrest from Fifth a

title which the older boys have held for three years

The game was so closely contested that it went

into an extra inning and in that fateful time Second

High achieved its great desire. They managed to

drive home enough runs and then silence the mighty

bats of Fifth. So congratulations to Second High,

with a special tribute to their stars, Muhsin Adib

and Gilbert Thomas.

A- S. '45

-» '-Jit* i

A Letter of Vision

to

{Jjoghos {Fjoghossian '47

92 Rose Street,

Baghdad, Iraq,

Oct 10, 1942

My dear Friend,

What do you mean by leaving us in this

fashion ? I supposed your job was for the summer

only, but Tom says you are going to stay on in thai

chain store- He says that you think you can get ahead

faster by dropping out of school now and going to

work, and that you expect to be a a store manager

in a few years and be "sitting pretty" as he expres ed

it-

I credited you with more sense than that, John. 1

have no doubt that you could work up to be manager,

but one you are manager, of a small store, what then ?•

Do you think you could climb much higher than that,

with no more education than you now have ? You

know you could not. You would stick there so Lng

that you would be miserable- You would see men of

better training managing you, your store, and all the

group of stores.

You know just as well as I do, John, that you are

making a big mistake- You have a good head on you-

you always did beat me in ma*ks-and it's fcoh'sh for

you to stop this way- There are plenty of fe.'lows who

will have to quit school and can do your job as well as

you are doing it. So why don't you leave it for them -

to do that while you come back to us ? You can easily

catch up with the class. We will all gladly help you,

too.

I am going to look for you next week in your old

seat. Will you be there ?

Your classmate,

Boghos.

v-
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Down Boarder Way

by

Antoine Raphael '45

Editor's Note:- The lack of order and coherence

in the following facts and fancies gleaned by our

Boarder Reporter is explained by the fact that he

was forced to spiel them off all in one breath before

being torn to bits by his brother boarders-

Why is it that Naramsin sings to Arthur "Ya Ruhi.

Ya Ruhi"?

That Jacob Blaney is always imitating the Basra

train ? That Ghanam Razzuqi is called "Abu Ruggi"?

That Sami Obaida uses so often the word "Tamam"?

The most precious jewel in the boarders' setting for

the last few weeks has been the baseball diamond

where Fr- Maban's Boarder Baseball League played

many a brilliant game- This league was composed

of four teams under Captains Seropian, Adib, Razzuqi,

and Cherki who selected their players in a secret

session held in Fr. Mahan's roo.ii- Captain Seropian's

"cool as cucumber" leadership won the champion-

and a cinema ( on the Fathers' account ) for his

team- Glittering eyes and watering mouths and

wandering feet ushered in the Tukki and Nebuk

Season but the eagle eyes of Fr. Fennell were more

than a match for them all- Hadi and Yusuf Alios

are dizzy from the fifty fils words of Fr- Madaras-

Once again Khalid Issa has changed his glasses for

better or worse. We suggest celluloid. George Yusuf's

witty remarks are easy to hear but difficult to

digest- Effendi Eurjony has prevented a new way

of preventing flies from making forced landings on

his sleek and slippery skull- His secret formula is

to supersaturate the hair with perfume and paraffin

until a well- varnished surface appears. Tawfik

Sabboundji has lately bought an antique umbrella

hat to protect his convolutions from the burning

rays of the sun in order that he may the more

easily control his "temper". Arthur has delivered

an ultimatum to all and sundry that he will permit

no one to joke about the amount of food he packs

away. He says that he eats like a bird-a-peck at

a time ! The upstairs study hall has been rather

quiet of late- Is the cause of this the presence of

exams or the absence of Zoghbi ? The Boarders

Trade Union has made some large d*>als in the

fruit business of late. Koubbaisi and Co. could well

take a lesson from the Maslawwi merchant T.

Saboundji as how to make money in the fruit bus-

ness. But both companies could learn real auctio-

neering from Fr. Fennell who can sell anything

from dictionaries to Mickey Mouse stamps. Denkha,

the Habbaniya merchant of jaws (walnuts) invited

all kinds of worms, human and other-wise to finish

his goods in order to be safe from the raids of the
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Costoms on bis,dulab. The political economist Mr f« f„.i„ Auomist, Mr. to follow the war more closely. Victor Elias, the
Kevork Tchobanian (pronounced Chom-oan-ian) ha* m.« • t . ,ompanian; has Ma am of the boarding house likes to lecture or.

memorized the names of aJ) Rassian villas ;„ aKusS1an villages m order astronomy but his talks are more air than stars.

-•——•!•"— •-

To The Class of 1 943

COMPLIMENTS OF

Dr. A. ARIS

RASHID STREET

SAID SULTAN ALI

BAGHDAD.
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THE NATIONAL TOBACCO COY. Ltd.

PRODUCES

THE MOST POPULAR CIGARETTES

LUX ROYAL

VIRGINIA

GOLDEN CROWN
A. D. FETTO

CHEMIST. DRUGGIST AND OPTICIAN
RASHID STREET

By Special Appointment
to H. M. The King and the Royal Palace
Telegrams: Fetto's Pharmacy, Baghdad

Telephone: 5 7 9
Agents for : -

ALLEN & HANBURY'S LTD., LONDON.
BISODOL LTD. LONDON.
HORLICKS LTD., SLOUGH, ENGLAND.
JAMES CARTER & Co., RAYNES PARK, LONDON.
INTERNATIONAL CHEMICAL Co. LTD., LONDON.
MEDICO - BIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES, LONDON.
BOB MARTIN'S LTD., LONDON.
STERLING PRODUCTS, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, U. S. A.

MILES LABORATORIES INC., ELKHART, INDIANA, U. S. A.

DIARSENOL Co. LTD., TORONTO, CANADA.

As well as for several other companies.
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J.T.&A.TAWFIKYONAN
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

ELECTRIC RADIO

& GENERAL ERCHANDISE
AL-RASHID STREET 285-1 BAGHDAD TELEPHONE 1398

S*3=-

i

$

t

J. P. BAHOSHY BROS.
Engineering Merchants and Brick Manufacturers-

7/175 Church Sheet - Baghdad.

SoJe Agents in Iraq for :
—

Blackstone Oil Engines

Lister Oil Engines

Allen's Centrifugal Pumps

Mulcott Hair Belting

R & C Rice Hullers and Spares

Barron Flour Millstones

Eclipse Hack Saw Frames & Blades, etc.

Oster Pipe Tools

G T D Stocks & Dies

Stanley, Starrett, Cleveland, Disston tools, etc •",.".'

Always in Stock: Engineering tools, Hardware, Bolts & Nuts,

Piping & Fitting, Ice Plant Requisites,

Transmission Appliances, etc., etc

Sole Proprietors:

The Rafidain Brick Factory

I
I

I
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