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Jack Crossley, 18, pictured left, with friends. Inset: The Fabric nightclub
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THE death of a “reliable, good
friend” following a night out at
Fabric nightclub was drug-relat-
ed, a coroner has ruled.
Jack Crossley, 18, from Worces-

ter Park went to the club in Far-
ringdon on the night of August 5,
2015, with two friends, Josh Green
and Joe Ryan, Poplar Coroner’s
Court heard yesterday, Wednesday,
January 4.
The three friends were taking

MDMA, bought inWorcester Park,
as well as in the club’s smoking
area, throughout the night, Mr
Green said.
As they were leaving Fabric one

of the club’s security guards no-
ticed that Mr Crossley appeared
unwell, and took him to the med-
ical room.
With the former Cheam School

student’s heartbeat racing and
breathing accelerating, the club’s
on-site paramedics called for an
ambulance.
Mr Crossley was taken to the

Royal London Hospital and suf-
fered two cardiac arrests, the sec-
ond of which was fatal. Doctors
abandoned efforts to resuscitate
him just before 9am on August 6.
Coroner Mary Hassell today

ruled his death was drug-related.

Ms Joanna Hockenhull had
given a medical cause of death as
MDMA toxicity prior to today’s
inquest.
Giving her determination at

the end of the morning’s pro-
ceedings, Ms Hassell, said:
“Jack had done MDMA twice
before and has gone to a club,
and is doing what seems like
other people do.

Jack Crossley, 18, died after taking MDMA at nightclub

“We are talking about a naïve
drug user.
“So many youngsters just

don’t perceive the risk.
“We have all done foolish

things and just on this one occa-
sion it ended in tragedy.”
Mr Crossley’s friend Josh

Green told the court: “In Fab-
ric there are a lot of people who
are taking drugs. You are more

inclined to because you seeing
other people doing it.
“But in other clubs you don’t

see it quite as much.”
JoeRyan said Fabric “seemed

like the place that accepted
drug-taking”, but that the
“music was the main draw”
for him and his friends, who
had been there twice before
August 5.
Mr Ryan paid tribute to his

friend while giving his testimo-
ny. He said: “Jack was always
happy. He was really funny.
“He would never let you

down. He was a good friend to
have.”
Islington Council closed Fab-

ric in September 2016 on the
recommendation of the Metro-
politan Police after six people
had died there in the previous
four years.
The club’s general manager

Luke Laws insisted the club
had a “zero tolerance” policy
to drug-taking and had made
changes prior to its reopening
this weekend, with expanded
security and welfare teams, and
increased CCTV coverage.
He told the court: “We don’t

want anymore deaths. We don’t
want the six we have had.
Turning to face Mr Cross-

ley’s family, he added: “I can’t
begin to imagine what you have
gone through.”
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Honoured for dedication and hard work
PHOTOGRAPHERS, dance
teachers, anti-slavery ambas-
sadors, and charity and com-
munity workers are among
those named in the New
Year’s Honours list.

Here are some of the recip-
ients from across south Lon-
don, north Surrey and Kent:

Mr Peter William Daze-
ley, 68, from Kingston, for
services to photography and
charity;

Mrs Avril Froma Hitman,
63, from Chiselhurst, for
services to people with learn-
ing disabilities in Bromley
through dance and arts;

Mr Sewa Singh Nandhra,
66, from New Cross, for ser-
vices to the community par-
ticularly in Woolwich;

Mr James Gregory Warn-
er, 80, from London, for ser-
vices to heritage and people
with learning disabilities in
Greenwich;

Mrs Jennifer Cooke, 76,
from London, for services to
supporting people with neu-
ro-disabilities;

Mr Massa Singh Nandra,
78, from Kent, for services to
charity and the community
in south London;

Mrs Vanita Patel, 60, from
Kingston, for charitable ser-
vices to Human Rights;

Mrs Rita Yvonne Roberts
Upchurch, 84, from Croydon,
for services to the develop-
ment of cosmetic camou-
flage.

Mr Peter William Daze-
ley, 68, from Kingston, was
awarded a BEM for services
to photography and charity.

An award-winning fine art
photographer, Mr Dazeley’s
work has been exhibited all
over the world, earning him

global recognition.
After joining the body now

known as the Association of
Photographers (AOP) in 1977
and becoming a life member
seven years later, he served
on the Board as a director on
more than one occasion.

Avril Hitman, 63, from
Chislehurst, was awarded an
MBE for services to people
with learning disabilities in
Bromley through dance and
arts.

In 1985, creative activities
for people with learning dis-
abilities were non-existent so
she founded Magpie Dance,
growing the group into a suc-
cessful inclusive contempo-
rary dance company.

Starting with a once-week-
ly sessions, Magpie now sup-
ports 3000 people aged eight
to 80 annually.

The training programme
provides development from
youth to adult schemes and
access to perform at the Pea-
cock Theatre and Trafalgar
Square.

Sewa Nandhra, 66, from
New Cross, was awarded
an MBE for his community
work in Woolwich.

The Queen’s New Year’s
Honours List

Whilst working as a Prin-
cipal Building Control officer
with the local council, he de-
votes much of his time for
the community’s betterment.

He works promoting equal
opportunities, social inclu-
sion and welfare including
worldwide missionary activi-
ties with the Khalsa Parchar-
ak Jatha International, and
United Nations.

Mr James Gregory Warn-
er, 80, from London, was
awarded a BEM for servic-
es to heritage and people
with learning disabilities in
Greenwich.

For the past 40 years, he
has played a significant part
in the process of informing
and educating the wider com-
munity of both the heritage
of the industrial era, along-
side his work raising aware-
ness of the needs and values
of people with learning disa-
bilities.

Mrs Jennifer Cooke, 76,
from London, was award-
ed an MBE for services to
supporting people with neu-
ro-disabilities.

Mrs Cooke has helped to
raise close to £1m for people
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Several people across south London received gongs in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List

with neuro-disabilities.
She been a member of the

Royal Hospital of Neurodisa-
bility (RHN) London Commit-
tee since 1959, and became its
chair in 1975, leading a team
of volunteers to help raise
money for the RHN.

Massa Nandra, 78, won an
MBE for services to charity
and the community in South
London, including founding
the Indian Cultural Society
(ICS) in Greenwich, organise
eye camps to cure cataracts in
India, and helping open two
Sikh temples in Woolwich.

In 1964 he set up the ICS to
help vulnerable members of
the Asian community settle.

He was involved in setting
up two Sikh Temples in Wool-
wich and opened a drop-in
day centre for elderly Asians
in the borough of which he is
currently chair of the man-
agement committee.

He was instrumental in the
establishment of an annual
go karting fundraising activ-
ity to support research into
blood disorders at King’s Col-
lege Hospital.

Mrs Vanita Patel, 60, from
Kingston, was awarded an

MBE for charitable services
to Human Rights.

Mrs Patel is an anti-slavery
ambassador who has raised
nearly £1.5m for anti-slavery
charities. Her profound sense
of social justice stems from
when she became a trustee of
Anti-Slavery. International in
1996. She proposed an annu-
al ball to raise funds for the
charity and volunteered to
lead the organising commit-
tee herself.

Mrs Rita Yvonne Roberts
Upchurch, 84, from Croydon,
was awarded an MBE for ser-
vices to the development of
cosmetic camouflage.

Mrs Upchurch has devot-
ed her career and much of
her life to improving the
lives of those with facial dis-
figurement.She developed
a new camouflage make-up
technique which continues
to help people with various
forms of disfigurement.

Her special make-up system
and palette to mix the colours
for the perfect coverage of
all scars was displayed at the
British Design Centre Lon-
don in 1986 and won a medical
award for innovation.



Cash-strapped council set to
rely upon charity’s carers
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CASH-strapped Surrey Coun-
ty Council is set to rely on a
charity’s carers as it tries to
fill a £30m black hole.
The county council and

Surrey’s six clinical commis-
sioning groups are preparing
to sign a contract with Cross-
roads Care worth an estimat-
ed £10m which would see the
charity’s staff go into council
care homes.
A council spokesman said

the move would allow carers
“to recharge the batteries and
provide help with their phys-
ical and emotional needs” by
enabling them to annually
take an extra 500 days off.
The spokesman added that

the contract would “ensure
families stay together in
their own home for longer at
a time”.
But the leader of the op-

position Labour party is
“cautious” about the new
contract.
Councillor Robert Evans,

Surrey’s Labour leader, said
Crossroads’ carers do a “ter-
rific job” but argued that the
council relying on charities

showed the majority Con-
servative party had its “pri-
orities wrong”.
The number of people

throughout the county need-
ing social care, across all
ages, rose 17 per cent over the
last five years.
A county council spokes-

man said in November that
the council would need to
spend an additional £24m an-
nually to meet this demand.
It is estimated £10m of this
would be spent on providing
the more expensive types of
support in care or nursing
home over the duration of
the contract with Crossroads
Care.
But Cllr Evans criticised

the Crossroads Care contract
and contrasted the cost-cut-

ting measure with Conserv-
ative councillors voting to
increase their allowances by
up to 60 per cent in May 2014.
The allowance increase led

to the shock resignation of
all the members of the coun-
cil’s Independent Remunera-
tion Panel (IRP).
Cllr Evans said: “It has

come to something when a
wealthy place like Surrey
can’t support people who
have spent a lifetime paying
in for public services.
“The council chiefs have

their priorities wrong. A lit-
tle while ago theywere giving
themselves allowances rises
of over 50 per cent and in-
creasing the number of coun-
cillors in receipt of bonuses.
“It’s small wonder they

Surrey County Hall Picture: Jon Sharman

Venus visible in the sky appearing close
to the moon and readers are encouraged
to submit their photographs

can’t afford to pay for these
services when they are
pocketing so much for them-
selves.”
Cllr Evans also pointed

to a report by the Leonard
Cheshire disability charity
in November, which showed
that the council turned down
nearly 80 per cent of requests
for social care.
Surrey County Council

also awarded the contract for
independent carers support
services and home-based
breaks for carers to Action
for Carers Surrey in No-
vember because it could no
longer afford to maintain the
council-run services.
Mel Few, cabinet member

for adult social care, said:
“Carers play an invaluable
role and make such an enor-
mous contribution in helping
people stay in their homes,
which is what they want.
That is why it is vital we do as
much as we can to help them.
“Without Surrey’s unsung

heroes we would face the
prospect of spending up to
£10m more a year on care
for their loved ones at a time
when growing demand for
services for older and disa-
bled people is putting our fi-
nances under severe strain.”

Out with
old coin
A NEW 12-sided £1 coin will
be rolled out onMarch 28, the
government has announced.
The old ‘round pound’,

which was introduced more
than 30 years ago, will be in
circulation alongside the
new coin until it ceases to be
legal tender on October 15.
People are being urged to

return the £1 coins before
they lose their legal tender
status. They can either spend
them before October 15 or
bank them.
Around £1.3bn worth of

coins are stored in savings
jars across the country.
Some of the round £1

coins returned by the pub-
lic will be melted down and
reused to make the new £1
coin, which was announced
in the 2014 Budget. The new
£1 coin, which resembles the
old threepenny bit, has been
hailed as “the most secure
coin in the world”.
It boasts several new se-

curity features, including a
hologram.
Replacing £1 notes, £1 coins

were first launched on April
21, 1983. The Royal Mint has
produced more than 2.2 bil-
lion round pound coins since
that time. But there have
been concerns about round
pounds being vulnerable to
sophisticated counterfeiters.
When the new coin enters

circulation on March 28, it
might take a little while for
people to start seeing it in
their change as it gradually
filters into general use.

£10m contract to signed which will see staff go in council care homes

Venus is the
star on a clear
winter’s night

IS it a plane? Is it a star?
Clear skies last night

meant many people gazing at
the moon may have spotted a
bright light just below it.
Professor Brian Cox took

to Twitter to reveal the an-
swer.
He revealed: “A few peo-

ple have asked me what the
bright planet is below the
moon tonight. It’s Venus.
Very beautiful.”
During January, Venuswill

reach its peak height above
the horizon, according to the
Beckstrom Observatory.
There was also a chance

last night of spotting Mars
and Neptune and this morn-
ing stargazers were advised
to look again before the sun
came up as they may also be
able to spot Jupiter.
Did you see Venus last

night? Send your pictures
to digitalmedia@london.
newsquest.co.uk.
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LONDON MAYOR Sadiq Khan
has axed the new £350,000
‘Boris buses’ in a bid to make
savings in the capital’s trans-
port budget. The Routemaster
bus, dubbed ‘Boris buses’ after
being introduced by former
mayor Boris Johnson, will be
“discontinued” according to a
report released by Transport
for London (TfL) just before
Christmas. It is believed Mr
Khan abandoned the Route-
masters, which cost £50,000
more than a standard bus, not
only to save money but also
because of wanting to deliver
a less polluting bus service.
The report said: “New capital
investment will be reduced
significantly as we discontinue
purchases of New Routemas-
ter buses. We will carry on
investing in the fleet however,
by retro-fitting 3,000 vehicles
with Euro VI standard emission
technology by 2020.” The new
buses had been a flagship pol-
icy in Mr Johnston campaign
to become London Mayor, but
were criticised for their cost
and problems with heat condi-
tions. Commuters complained
when they were first unveiled
the smaller windows led to the
buses becoming hot.

THE LONDON Fire Brigade
(LFB) has appointed its first
woman as London Fire Com-
missioner. From January 1,
Dany Cotton will take over the
role of commissioner following
the retirement of current com-
missioner Ron Dobson. Com-
missioner Dobson joined the
LFB in 1979. In 1996, he was
one of the first senior officers
at the scene of the Canary
Wharf bomb blast, and during
the July 2005 terror attacks
he was the Brigade’s Senior
Operational Commander.
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Length of strike cut but
commuters face delays
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Expect delays on your way to work next week

Walk-out by drivers gets reduced from six to three days

A SIX-DAY strike by Southern
Railway drivers next week has
been cut to three days, but there
is a likelihood of further action
in the dispute over driver-only
trains.
Members of Aslef, the train

drivers’ union, were due to walk
out from Monday, January 9,
which would have halted services
for the entire week. The union an-
nounced that strikes will now be
held on January 10, 11 and 13 but
not on other days next week.
Its general secretary Mick

Whelan said the move did not
mean the union was rolling back
and warned of further strikes.
A Southern spokesman said:

“This is a cynical ploy to mini-
mise the impact on ASLEF’s driv-
ers’ pay packets and maximises
misery, disruption and hardship
for passengers.
“ASLEF’s move shows pure con-

tempt for the travelling public and
it still causes massive disruption
over next week. These strikes are
pointless and they should call the
whole thing off and let common
sense prevail.”



Appealing decision to
halt multi-faith site
REPORTER

CRAIG RICHARD
craig.richard@
london.newsquest.co.uk

The proposed site of the cemetery in Banstead

THE unanimous decision to re-
ject plans for a controversial
multi-faith cemetery on green-
belt land in Banstead is being ap-
pealed by the developer.

An application for two build-
ings, a 55-space car park and
4,137 burial plots on 25 acres of
pastureland in Croydon Lane
was rejected by Reigate and Ban-
stead Borough Council’s plan-
ning committee in August 2016.

Councillor Keith Foreman of
Woodmansterne, speaking at the
meeting in August, said 589 res-
idents had personally contacted
him objecting to the proposal
which, he said, “showed the
strength of feeling about the ap-
plication”.

Head of places and planning
Natalia Achilleos had advised
councillors of Reigate and Ban-
stead Borough Council to refuse
the application.

She said in August: “The pro-
posed development would consti-
tute inappropriate development
within the greenbelt, and would
be harmful to the openness of

the greenbelt.” The applicant,
Anisha Amin, appealed the deci-
sion on December 13.

Due to the application being on
greenbelt land, Ms Amin, would
have to convince the planning
committee the cemetery was nec-

essary.
Ms Amin argued in the appli-

cation: “There is a clear need
for the development (of the mul-
ti-faith cemetery)… Burial space
in the UK is becoming scarce at
an ever increasing rate.”
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Councillors reject application to build cemetery on greenbelt



Parents ‘spying’
on teens texting
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Almost a quarter of London parents are spying on their
teenage children’s messages
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Research shows many adults checking phones

ALMOST a quarter of Lon-
don parents check their
teenage children’s phones
to spy on their messages
and calls, a new research
claims.

A survey by the National
Citizen Service found that
24 per cent of Londoners
aged 16 and 17 claim their
parents have checked their
phone without permission.

This is compared to only
17 per cent of teenagers
across the UK as a whole
claiming their parents
monitor their phones with-
out permission.

Parents across the UK
are snooping on their teen-
age children’s social media
andmessaging habits, with
nearly three quarters of
parents saying they should
keep an eye on their online
habits.

72 per cent believe they
should keep an eye onwhat
their children are doing
on social media, while 73
per cent said they thought

they should check what
else their teenagers look at
online.

The research also sug-
gested teenagers had some
sympathy for their par-
ents’ position, with 68 per
cent of teenagers in the
survey saying they felt
their mobile phone did
give them more freedom,
but 85 per cent added they
understood that checking
their phone made parents
feel safer, knowing they
can contact them at any
time.

Natasha Kizzie, from the
national citizen service,
said: “Teens and their par-
ents often have to navigate
changes in their relation-
ship as young people enter
adulthood.

“For both teenagers and
their parents or guardians,
freedom and independence
is a natural part of grow-
ing up.

“Technology is a great
facilitator. Parents and
guardians just want to
know that their son or
daughter is safe.”

Schools merger means pupils must move
EVERY secondary pupil
at a Banstead school will
be displaced following
the merger of three inde-
pendent primaries.

Priory Preparatory
and Greenacre Juniors,
both in Banstead, and
Bramley School, Walton-
on-the-Hill, will become
Banstead Preparatory
School, andmove into the
entire Greenacre site, in
Sutton Lane.

The move, scheduled
for September 2017,
means all Greenacre Sen-
ior School students will
have to move. They have
been guaranteed places
at other United Learning

group schools, which op-
erates the three schools
involved.

Parents and pupils
learned of the merger
via email at 10.45am on
Tuesday, the last day of
the Christmas break for
pupils.

United Learning said
this was because it was
the earliest opportunity
to “bring staff together”,
as the decision was made
shortly before Christmas.

The group said stu-
dents in Years 10 and 12
who have already started
exam courses will be able
to continue their studies
at Dunottar School, in

Reigate.
Joanne Holding said

health complications
suffered by her daughter
Lauren, a Year 10 Greena-
cre pupil, meant this may
not be acceptable.

Ms Holding said: “It
was a shock to us all – we
were told at 10.45am yes-
terday by email. We hav-
en’t had a consultation. I
think there is one to come
but this is out of the blue.

“They have made
arrangements for the
continuation of GCSE
studies within the United
Learning group, but my
daughter has health prob-
lems to take into consid-

eration.
“The new

school is
in Reigate
so I don’t
know if it
will neces-
sarily work.
There is a
lot to take
into consid-
eration for
what’s best
for her.

“I don’t
believe the
t e a c h e r s

were given much warn-
ing, either.

The mother of two said
she chose to send her
daughters to the fee-pay-
ing Greenacre School af-
ter visiting the school and
learning about “what it
had to offer”.

She said: “As lovely as
I’m sure Dunottar School
is, I don’t know anything
about it. I haven’t visited
it.”

Greenacre is current-
ly an all-girl school, as is
Bramley – while Priory
Prep is a boys’ school.

Banstead Preparatory
School will be a co-edu-
cational prep school for
children aged three to 11,
and will include a nurs-
ery.

All current pupils, as
well as those due to start,
at the three existing jun-
ior schools have been
guaranteed places at Ban-
stead Prep, and new spac-
es will be created.

United Learning said:
“Whilst there is obvious
disappointment that the
secondary school will
close, there is genuine ex-
citement about the pros-
pect of the new school.”
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Medical centre out
of special measures
REPORTER

CRAIG RICHARD
craig.richard@
london.newsquest.co.uk

Tadworth Medical Centre in Troy Close, Tadworth

A TADWORTH GP practice
branded as ‘inadequate’ has been
taken out of special measures af-
ter making ‘real improvements’,
according to a health watchdog.
The Care Quality Commission

(CQC) put Tadworth Medical
Centre in special measures fol-
lowing two damning inspections
in July 2015 and March 2016.
At a subsequent assessment

in November, inspectors found
the surgery in Troy Close was
providing a ‘safe, caring and ef-
fective service’ and upgraded its
rating to ‘good’.
Checks on infection control

had not been robust at the prac-
tice, performance on treating di-
abetes was below the national av-
erage, there were inadequate fire
safety measures, and patients
said services were not sufficient-
ly accessible, according to previ-
ous reports.
Since then the CQC found the

centre more transparent in its
approach to safety and staff had
received additional training on
how to fight infection.
Patients also said they were

treated with compassion, dig-

nity and respect and they were
involved in their care and deci-
sions about their treatment, ac-
cording to the report.
The practice was taken out of

special measures on December
29, the CQC announced.
Professor Steve Field, chief in-

spector of general practice, said:
“It is clear that Tadworth Medi-
cal Centre has made some real
improvements since our previ-
ous inspections, where we identi-
fied serious concerns relating to
the safe delivery of services and
leadership of the practice.
“The practice is now providing

a safe, caring and effective ser-
vice. I am pleased to announce

that the practice will come out of
special measures and I congrat-
ulate them on the progress that
they have made.”
The practice’s own patient sur-

vey results showed a significant
improvement in how patients
rated access to services since be-
ing placed in special measures.
Ruth Rankine, deputy chief

inspector of general practice
for the south of England, said:
“Since our previous inspections,
we have found the practice have
taken to heart our findings and a
definite improvement had been
made in all areas and that action
had been taken to identify, assess
and manage risks to patients.”
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croydonguardian.
co.uk/yoursay

IS there any level headed per-
son within the council who can
answer this one please?

Much time, energy, effort
and money is spent on suggest-
ing the elderly should stay

indoors and well wrapped up
during the cold winter months.

This year you ask that they
should renew their free (?) bus
pass because they have

all been set to expire on
January 10. Why?

As most either do not have,
cannot afford or understand
the computer system they

are obliged to go out into the
cold to visit the local library to
effect the change.

What clown dreamt this one
up?

Peter West
Address supplied

This picture submitted by Natalie Pryer was of Farthing Downs from Cane Hill. If you have a Borough View
picture you would like to be considered email it to aparkes@london.newsquest.co.uk

Borough view

Horse riders and bicyclists
entitled to use same roads
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Londoners receive more unwanted
Christmas presents than the rest of
the UK
A wonderfully emotive survey which, when personally
researched, will certainly have a bearing on my future
present buying. Many thanks to Patrick Fagan for his
input.

WLLOWY

Keep gift and place in drawer or cupboard. When a
friends birthday or whatever comes up re-wrap and give
to them. Two problems solved.Be careful not to give gift
to same person that gave to you.(Grin)

RON ANGEL

...all surveys should carry the following subtitle: “no cure
for stupidity in sight”

FROM BEER TO UNCERTAINTY

Wishing all of our readers a happy new year ahead
EDITOR’S
VIEW

Send in your letters by email
to aparkes@london.newsquest.
co.uk
Send on Twitter to @parkes
theeditor. Send through
Facebook to facebook.com/
epsomguardian

HAPPY New Year to one and all.
Here’s hoping you enjoyed a very
pleasant and restful break and
are entering into 2017 with a light
heart and high hopes for the next
12 months.
I’m certainly looking forward

to a new year with plenty of fresh
challenges and new possibilities.
My overriding wish is that we all
embrace the future, whatever it
brings, and make the most of every
opportunity.
I also hope we stop getting

so quite so het up about Brexit,
though I fear this maybe a forlorn
hope.
At the end of 2016 my few words

about the result of the referendum
and that the most inappropriate
question to raise in polite conver-
sation has become: ‘Which way did

you vote?’ certainly caused a reac-
tion. Though I must admit the level
of the vitriol it sparked surprised
even me.
I have absolutely no idea why so

many people now feel it is unrea-
sonable for individuals to express
their opinions.
We all live in a free society and

enjoy freedom of speech – well, we
do until the end of Culture Secre-
tary Karen Bradley’s 10-week con-
sultation on the future of Section
40 of the Crime and Courts Act.
I don’t mind admitting that I don’t

envy her this one, but even though
she risks the considerable ire of
Hacked Off and a number of MPs on
both sides of the House, introducing
40 could see the collapse of many
local newspapers like this one.
Me, even daring to mention

Europe, led to one writer saying:
“I suppose you attend bullfights
and consider foxes to be vermin?”
I’ve no idea what led them to this
conclusion or why they felt it rele-
vant, though for the record, I have
attended a number of bullfights in
both Spain and Portugal.
My personal preference is for the

Portuguese version where the bull is
allowed to live.
On the subject of foxes the an-

swer is simpler, the writer is correct,
they are vermin and need to be
controlled.

I wouldn’t advocate hounds
pulling them apart, but I do
strongly believe their numbers,
particularly in urban areas, should
be controlled in as humane a way
as possible.
We control many other animals,

with one form of culling or another,
so I see no reason why foxes
should be any different.
Here’s to some fresh thinking in

2017 and everyone being allowed
to express their opinions openly.

I WAS amazed to read your
article in the Guardian of
December 8.

You assert that no one on a
bike or horse pays a single pen-
ny to use the road. Neither do
you the euphemistically named
Road Fund Licence ceased to ex-
ist years ago. No one now pays
specifically for the privilege of
using the public highway.

Fossil fuel powered vehicles
pay a pollution tax. The more
your vehicle pollutes, the more
you pay. Conversely, the less you
pollute, the less you pay. Bikes
and horses, along with electri-
cally powered vehicles, do not
pollute, hence do not pay any
pollution tax.

Significant numbers of

cyclists are, like you, also mo-
torists. But whether they are or
not, they are just as entitled to
use the roads as anyone else.

Turning to the behaviour of
cyclists: Of course there are
cyclists who ride recklessly,
display no lights, wear dark
clothes which make them al-
most invisible at night, etc, just
as there are vehicle drivers who
text or phone when driving,
exceed speed limits, do impres-
sions of Cyclops by driving with
defective lights, drive recklessly,
etc. No responsible person con-
demns all motorists because of
the irresponsible behaviour of
the few. Neither should you, Mr
Editor, condemn all cyclists.

A motorist driving badly

can cause more harm and do
far more damage than a whole
posse of cyclists can manage.

The reason that no cyclists
have been prosecuted for riding
two abreast is because it is
breaking no law to do so. I sug-
gest you check your Highway
Code.

Motorists do not have prece-
dence over cyclists on the road
and if a motorist has to wait
behind a cyclist or a number of
cyclists, so be it.

What is against the law is rev-
ving the engine and tooting the
horn behind a cyclist in order
to “persuade” the cyclist to give
way. It is also an offence for a
motorist to cross an unbroken
white line to pass a cyclist, as I

have often seen happen.
Finally you state that drivers

travelling “too fast” don’t give
others enough time to react, and
to suggest that cyclists riding in
anything but single file deserve
everything they get is an appall-
ing statement and could almost
be considered incitement.

When I learned to drive,
many years before you, I might
add, I was taught that you
should drive so that you can
stop within the distance you can
see to be clear. As far as I know
this advice in the Highway Code
has never changed.

Roy Flowers
Address supplied

Any advice?

Very unfair
I HAVE discovered all Tram-
link passengers using Oyster
pay as you go cards are being
denied the new “Hopper”
fare concession (recently
introduced by London Mayor
Sadiq Khan, so that bus/tram
passengers get the second

journey within an hour of the
first free)Wimbledon Tramlink
passengers are being denied
this concession because the
necessity to ‘touch out’ or
alternatively ‘touch in’ through
the gates at Wimbledon Station
negates the possibility of this
new concession (zero-rated fare)
being triggered. If the gates
are already open and un-staffed
(rarely) this problem is avoided.

This problem exists also if
passengers get the bus then
the tram too I only discovered
this anomaly by accident when
looking at my online |oyster
account on TfL’s website.

There has however always
been a second tram free journey
within 70 minutes – now an
hour – as the two tram journeys
are seen as a continuation of
the initial one. See also the

over-emphasis on penalty fare
hectoring, aggressive and
relentless announcements on
board the trams that I have
highlighted, in addition to other
similar meaningless and ama-
teurly recorded announcements
on board the trams that passen-
gers have to endure constantly.

Desmond FitzGerald
Address supplied
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Follett Peter
Loving Husband, Father and
Papa passed away peacefully
at home on 22nd December.
Funeral at Randalls Park,

Leatherhead on
10th January at 3.30.

Family flowers only, donations
if desired to Princess Alice
Hospice via W.A. Truelove,
Epsom. Forever loved.

Pat Nicholls
In loving memory of

Pat Nicholls who passed away
peacefully on 17th December.
A service of remembrance

will be held on
Friday 13th January at

St. Philip Church, at 1:30 pm.
No flowers please, but

donations for MS to Garners.

MARIA SAILES
Sadly passed away 14th
December aged 89. She

will be sorely missed by her
family and all who knew
her. Funeral Service at

St Clements Church, Ewell
on Wednesday 18th

January 2017 at 12.30pm.

CHRISTINE DYER
Passed away on 23rd

December, aged 69. Sadly
missed by Husband Geoffrey,
Daughters Alexis, Louise,
Hazel, and friends. Funeral
Service at North East Surrey
Crematorium, Morden, on
Thursday 12th January, at

4pm. Enquiries to
W A Truelove & Son Ltd

020 8642 0089

BERNIE BURGESS
Sadly passed away on 23rd
December, aged 84. Much
loved and sadly missed by
his family and friends.
Funeral Service will take
place at North East Surrey
Crematorium on Wednesday
11th January at 4.00pm.
Family flowers only but
donations if desired to

Cancer Research UK c/o
W. A. Truelove, 121 High

Street, Banstead, SM7 2NS
or online via

www.watltd.co.uk.

JENNIFER CATHERINE CRIPPS
Sadly passed away on 26th

December, aged 69. Beloved Wife
of Trevor and loving Mother to

Simon and Lisa.

FREDERICK ROY HELM
formerly of sandown lodge,
epsom died peacefully on
28th december aged 93.
friends and family will

gather to celebrate his life
at Randalls Park

Crematorium on Tuesday
24th January at 12.30.
Flowers to Longhurst

funeral directors of Epsom
Tel: 01372 723548

SCARLETT

BOYLAN

Happy 5th

Birthday

Lots of Love and

kisses

from Great xxx

Birthdays Deaths Funeral Directors

Obituary

Obituary

020 8722 6301 January 5, 201712 NEWS
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Review of the year

Those we have lost

Gareth Gwenlan, 79,
The Brecon-born British
television producer was the
driving force behind some
of Britaish TV’s classic
comedy shows such as
Only Fools and Horses,
To The Manor Born, The
Fall and Rise Of Reginald
Perrin and Butterflies. As
head of the BBC comedy
he commissioned Yes,
Prime Minister and One
Foot In The Grave. He was
awarded the OBE in 2014.

Bobby Carroll, 77, Scottish
footballer who scored
Celtic’s first goal in a
European competition.

Tony Cozier, 75,
Barbadian cricket writer
and commentator.

Christy O’Connor Snr, 91,
golfer.

Jane Fawcett, 95, British
codebreaker at Bletchley
Park during World War II.

Burt Kwouk, 85, actor, The
Pink Panther, Last of the
Summer Wine, Goldfinger,
cancer.

Carla Lane, 87, television
writer (The Liver Birds,
Butterflies, Bread)

SPORT

Foxes win Premier League
For the first time in its history, Leicester City
wins the 2016 Premier League, in a David and
Goliath style victory.

Real are spot on in San Siro
Real Madrid beat city rivals Atletico 5-3 on
penalties at the San Siro, in Milan, to win the
Champions League Cup Final.

USA

Talc-powder cancer case
A US jury ordered Johnson & Johnson to
pay $55 million to a woman who said that
she developed ovarian cancer after using the
company’s talc-powder products for feminine
hygiene. Johnson & Johnson faced many
lawsuits for allegedly not properly warning its
consumers about the cancer risks of its talc-
based products.

Harambe the gorilla is killed
A three-year-old boy climbed into a gorilla
enclosure at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical

Garden and was grabbed and dragged by
Harambe, a 17-year-old Western lowland
gorilla. Fearing for the boy’s life, a zoo worker
shot and killed Harambe. The incident was
recorded on video and received broad
international coverage and commentary,
including controversy over the decision to kill
Harambe.

Trump backtracks on ban
Donald Trump backtracked on his much
publicised threat he would ban Muslims from
entering the United States if he were to be
elected president. Trump was widely criticised
when he made the suggestion at a campaign
rally, following the Paris attacks in November
2015.

POLITICS

New mayor of London
Sadiq Khan is elected the new Mayor of
London. Mr Khan is the city’s first Muslim
mayor. He beat Tory Zac Goldsmith by
1,310,143 votes to 994,614.

Executive decision on fraud
David Cameron introduces a new corporate
offence for executives who fail to prevent fraud
or money laundering inside their companies.
The move followed the Panama Papers’ tax
evasion revelations.

MCNAMING

Public have a right McLaugh
The Natural Environment Research Council
organise an online poll to decide the name of
its new polar research ship, which results in
the public overwhelmingly in favour of Boaty
McBoatface.

TRAGEDY
EgyptAir Flight 804 crashes over the
Mediterranean en route from Paris to Cairo with
66 people on board.

Harambe was shot and killed Donald Trump backtracks on Muslim ban threat

Leicester’s Jamie Vardy with the Premier League
trophy

Burt Kwouk.
Picture: Ian West/PA Wire

Carla Lane.
Picture: Chris Ison/PA Wire

Review of the year

Those we have lost

Muhammad Ali, 74,
American boxer, Olympic
gold medallist (1960), three-
time WBC world heavyweight
champion (1964, 1974,
1978), septic shock. Ali was
possibly the greatest boxer
ever to get in the ring. He
was involved in three of the
most iconic and brutal title
fights ever when he fought
George Foreman in the
Rumble in the Jungle and
twice took on Joe Frazier in
the Fight of the Century and
the Thriller in Manila.

Muhammad Ali – The Greatest

ROYALTY

Many happy returns
National commemorations mark the Queen’s
90th birthday.

The Queen celebrated her 90th birthday

CRIME

Orlando terror shooting
Omar Mateen A 29-year-old security guard,
kills 49 people and wounds 53 others in a
terrorist attack/hate crime inside Pulse, a gay
nightclub in Orlando, Florida, United States.

MP’s shock murder
Jo Cox Labour MP for Batley and Spen dies
after she is shot and stabbed in a “horrific”
assault in her constituency.

BREXIT

Britain votes to leave EU
The result of the referendum on whether to
leave the European Union announced: 51.9 per
cent voted in favour of leaving.

PM Cameron stands down
The same day prime minister David Cameron
announces his plan to step down by October.
Speaking outside 10 Downing Street, he said
“fresh leadership” was needed.

Pound plummets after Brexit
The pound falls to levels not seen since 1985
following the UK’s referendum vote. The pound’s
dramatic fall started overnight as the outcome of
the referendum became clear.

NHS funding ‘mistake’
Nigel Farage goes on This Morning and says
£350 million a week for NHS figure a ‘mistake’

Leadership race under way
Michael Gove and Theresa May join Stephen
Crabb in announcing their candidacies for
leadership of the Conservative Party and
subsequently prime minister, while Boris
Johnson surprises everyone by not standing.

THE EUROS 2016

England freeze against Iceland
While Portugal beat host nation France 1-0 in
the Paris final, England, Wales and Northern
Ireland supporters will have vastly differing
memories of Euro 2016.

In fact, England fans are probably trying to
forget the event ever took place.
After conceding a late goal to draw 1-1 against
Russia in their opening game, England looked
to have put their tournament prospects back on
track when beating Wales 2-1 with a 92 minute
winner from Daniel Sturridge.
But in their final group game against Slovakia
they were once again derailed as they failed to
beat the stubborn Slovakians and stumbled to
a 0-0 draw.
At the same time, in Toulouse, Wales were
beating Russia 3-0. Wales finished top of the
group, England second.
England found themselves in what is regarded
as the tougher half of the draw for the knockout
stages, but first up are footballing minnows,
Iceland. Progress was assured. What could go
wrong? Pretty much everything. England lose
2-1 and manager Roy Hodgson resigns.
Group winners Wales squeezed past Northern
Ireland in Paris then travelled to Lille to take on
Belgium in the quarter-finals.
After conceding an early goal, the Welsh
produced possibly their greatest ever
performance to win 3-1, and a place in the
semi-finals against eventual champions,
Portugal.

England players
Joe Hart and
Gary Cahill
sit in disbelief
following
England’s defeat
to Iceland

Dave Swarbrick, 75,
Influential fiddle player and
folk musician and singer-
songwriter with Fairport
Convention), emphysema.

Sir Peter Shaffer, 90,
playwright (Amadeus,
Equus, Black Comedy) and
screenwriter.

Sir Geoffrey Hill, 84, poet.

Gordon Murray, 95,
puppeteer and television
producer (Trumpton,
Camberwick Green, Chigley).

Anton Yelchin, 27. The Star
Trek actor is killed in a freak
accident when his Jeep
rolled back and crushed him
against his driveway gates.

Folk musician Dave Swarbrick
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Review of the year

Those we have lost
Robin Hardy, 86, British film
director (The Wicker Man)

Caroline Aherne, 52,
Comedian, actress and writer
behind hit shows such as,
The Royle Family, The Mrs
Merton Show. She was also a
Fast Show regular. She died
of throat cancer.

Michael Cimino, 77,
American screenwriter and

director, The Deer Hunter,
Heaven’s Gate.
Gladys Hooper, 113, Isle
of Wight resident and
supercentenarian, nation’s
oldest living person

JT McNamara, 41, Irish
jockey.

Bill Holdsworth, 87,
Yorkshire cricketer from
Leeds.

GAMING

Everybody the world over
tries to catch ‘em all
Pokemon Go becomes global phenomenon
– players entered augmented reality to try
and catch Pokémon creatures out and about
on their phones. Players would use a mobile
device’s GPS capability to locate, capture,
battle and train virtual creatures, which appear
on the screen as if they were in the same real-
world location as the player.

while in Baton Rouge three police officers
are killed and three injured.
Ten people, including the gunman, were
killed after a shooting spree at a shopping
mall in Munich, Germany.

US election
Melania Trump appears to plagiarise Michele
Obama’s 2008 speech.
Donald Trump becomes the official 2016
Republican presidential nominee. Hillary
Clinton accepts the democratic nomination
for the US presidency.

SPORT
Andy Murray wins his second Wimbledon
title and Portugal win the Euros 2016. Sam
Allardyce is named the new England football
manager, Chris Frome wins his third Tour de
France.

POLITICS
The Chilcot inquiry delivered a damning
verdict on Tony Blair’s decision to send
troops to Iraq.
Teresa May takes over at Number 10 as
prime minister of the UK.
Nigel Farage once again resigns as leader
of Ukip

BREAKTHROUGH

Ice bucket challenge makes
a difference to research
It is announced the ice bucket challenge,
which went viral in 2014, raised enough
money, $100 million in 30 days, to help fund
an ALS breakthrough, the disease it was
raising money for.

WORLD

Nice terror truck horror
The Bastille Day terror attack in Nice
shocked the world. People were enjoying the
celebrations and watching a fireworks display
when a lorry ploughed into a large crowd,
killing 84. The driver also fired shots, before
being killed by police. The driver of the lorry
was later identified as Mohamed Lahouaiej-
Bouhlel, a 31-year-old Tunisian man.

Pistorius guilty verdict
Oscar Pistorius, who had his initial
manslaughter conviction changed to a murder
convinction, was sentenced to six years for
the murder of Reeva Steenkamp. Pistorius
admitted that in the early morning of Thursday,
February 14, 2013, he shot and killed model
Steenkamp at his home in Pretoria, but
claimed he mistook her for an intruder.

Shootings in US and Munich
A Dallas sniper kills five police officers.

Hillary Clinton accepts the democratic nomination

Theresa May takes over at Number 10

The ice bucket
craze helps
fund medical
breakthrough Horror attack in Nice leaves 84 people dead



You can already search for property from all the leading local
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JOINTEFFORT
Joint ownership of a property
may seem quite straightforward.
You and your partner buy a
house together and, after that,
everything is hunky-dory unless
the relationship goes pear-shaped.
Even then, there is no problem. You
just sell the property and split the
proceeds 50-50.

If only it really were that simple.
In fact, joint ownership is full of
many complex legal nuances, so
it is wise to acquaint yourself with
some of them before signing on
the dotted line with the love of
your life. See below 10 top tips to
consider:

1) Properties, whether leasehold
or freehold, can be jointly owned
by two or more people either
as joint tenants or tenants in
common. They are not quite the
same thing and you need to work
out which type of joint ownership
arrangement suits you before a
property is registered with the
Land Registry.

2) If you buy a property with
someone else your solicitor will
draw up a ‘declaration of trust’

which will clarify whether you and
your partner are ‘joint tenants’
or ‘tenants in common’. “That
clarity is important because it
makes selling a property later
comparatively straightforward,”
says Nick Alderman, partner at
Knight Frank.

3) Joint tenants have equal
rights to the whole property
and if one owner dies, the other
automatically inherits the whole
property. A joint tenant cannot
pass on his or her half-share of
the property to someone else in
their will.

4) Tenants in common do not
necessarily have to own equal
shares in a property. For instance,
one could own 75 per cent, the
other 25 per cent. And their share
does not automatically go to the
other in the event of their death.
They can bequeath it to someone
else in their will if they wish.

5) Nothing is set in stone.
Tenants in common can become
joint tenants, and often do – if
they decide to get married, for
example. Similarly, joint tenants

might decide to become tenants
in common, which offers greater
flexibility in the event of divorce
or separation. Note that this does
not have to be done by mutual
consent. One joint owner can
serve what is called a ‘notice of
severance’ on the other owner.

6) t is also possible for the sole
owner of a property to transfer
the ownership to joint ownership,
whether as joint tenants or tenants
in common. This step is often taken
when couples move in together.

7) Joint ownership is particularly
beneficial in the case of second
homes, on which capital gains tax
is payable. If the properties are
jointly owned, both parties can
take advantage of their capital
gains tax allowance of £11,100.

8) The 50:50 split in the case
of a property co-owned by joint
tenants also extends to any rental
income that may accrue from the
property.

9) In the event of one joint
owner of a property ‘losing mental
capacity’, and being judged
incapable of signing legally binding

documents, the other owner has
to apply to the Court of Protection
before he or she can sell the
property.

10) It goes without saying that,
when acquiring a property jointly
with someone else, you should
always take expert legal advice
and mull over the various joint

ownership options.
Many couples have lived

together happily in the same
property for years and would
be unable to tell you if they
were joint tenants or tenants in
common. They probably see it as
an academic point. But it may
be worth clarifying your own

situation in case of unforeseen
developments in the future. Time
spent on research is never time
wasted.

You can find further
information on the
government’s website
gov.uk/joint-property-
ownership

PROPERTY
epsomguardian.co.uk/homes
Call 020 8722 6435 or email wcroft@london.newsquest.co.uk

Download it free
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Google Play,
or scan the
QR code

Get the free app
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If you’re a
golf pro,
we can

drive new
customers
your way

Call 020 8722 6440

your cars
for sale

MENS NEW SHIRTS 16½
collar & 17½ still in packets
. £10-£25 each .0208 395
9873
MENS JACKET M&S
smart jacket size 44" chest
(Never Worn) only £25.
0208 395 9873

NEW DINOSAURS differ-
ent dinosaurs. Some
Tall,some short,some make
a noise £3.50-£4 each.
0208 395 9873

CHAIR COVER For easy
chair 90"x100",new still in
packet only £15
.02083959873

COMMANDO SUIT
Boys,age 8/9 years. £10.
0208 395 9873

TOOLS New small
tools,some old Screwdriv-
er/Tape metal measure
from £4.02083959873

PICTURE Of "The Rivals"
in nice large frame by
James Tissot,colourful.
£20 ono . 0208 395 9873

FORD FOCUS
TDCI

Zetec Sport, 5 door,
56 reg, 83,000 miles,
new clutch, owner has
had to give up driving,
MOT May 2017, very

reliable
£1495

07860 470 475

DAB/CD PLAYER good-
mans micro1104hdab radio
and stereo cd player with 2
aiwa speakers 230/250 v,
£10. 02083935018

CARECO ZOOM scooter
used only once, with extras
£400. Escape Lite, Atten-
dant wheelchaire,
silver/blue, used once only,
18" wide seat, easy fold, 11
kilograms £100 07782
565404

1 BEDROOM GROUND
FLOOR FLAT Situated in
North Cheam would suit a
professional couple/person
. £900.00pcm.
07779659398

FORD FIESTA
FREESTYLE

1.3, 2001 reg, 5 door,
new MOT, colour
silver, p/steering,

c/locking, e/windows,
air con, alloy wheels,
good runner, good

condition
£300

020 8977 3548
07971 717 742 (T)

VAUXHALL
CORSA 1.2
ACTIVE

16v, 2004 04, 2

owners, service

history, 61,000 miles,

air con, CD player,

alloy wheels,

£1095
01372277102
07831656933

FORD FIESTA
GHIA

2003 53, 5 door, 1.4,
2 owners, 64,000

miles, service history,
new MOT, air con,

alloy wheels,
c/locking, e/windows,
CD player, p/steering,
superb throughout

£1295
01372277102
07831656933

RENAULT CLIO
DINAMIQUE

2007 07, 5 door, 1.4,

full service history,

including cambelt,

black metallic, air con,

alloys, PAS, e/w, rcl,

superb condition,

£1795
01372277102
07831656933

SEAT AROSA
1.0 S

2003 03 reg, 83,000
miles only, service

history, metallic grey,
MOT Nov 2017, 3 door
hatchback, radio/CD,

5 speed manual,
power steering, central
locking, e/windows,
alloy wheels, air bag
x2, excellent condition

throughout

£750

07836 713 416
0208 651 0211

(T)

NISSAN MICRA
INITIA

2006/2007, petrol, 4
door, 1240cc, 67,000
miles, MOT until July

2017,
1 owner
£1295

07588 533 487

C H A R T E R E D
ACCOUNTANT Registered
Auditor, Tax, V.A.T Payroll,
Book-Keeping, Reasonable
rates 01372 727333.

FLYMO blow Vac,for garden
leaves,as new £40. 020
8641 4238

OAK TABLE With 6
chairs,farm house style.
£90. 020 8641 4238

7” RECORD WOODVICE
VGC £45. 020 8641 4238

STANLEY JACK PLANE
VGC £40. 020 8641 4238

SOLID PINE
HEADBOARD To fit 4ft 6”
double bed vgc £70. 020
8641 4238

SUTTON 3 Bedroom
House,£1550pcm,Dep/Refs
required. 0800 0129 300 or
020 8404 3157

LATH TURNING tools, high
speed and tip, all sizes. 50p
to £2.00each Tel: 020 8644
6066

TOOL HOLDERS for
Hardings Lath, multifix,
Suisse. two for £10.00
also taps, reamers, holders
spanners all sizes. Tel: 020
8644 6066

COMPLETE PROPERTY
maintenance by qualified
tradesmen. Carpentry,
Plumbing, Electrical,
Extensions etc. All work
Guaranteed 0208 715 4937
07958 258 475

Accommodation
To Let

Accounting

Architecture

Articles For
Sale Articles Wanted

Audio & Hi-Fi

Bedrooms
& Bedding

Building
Services

Domestic Appliance Repair

Double Glazing Repairs

Double Glazing

Garden Maintenance

Garden Tools
& Equipment

Gardening & Landscaping

Handyperson Services

Household
Furnishings

Mens Clothing

Miscellaneous
Sales

Mobility

Ford

Nissan

Renault

Pictures

Private Tuition

Tools

Toys & Games
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Keep and attract employees in 2017
RETAINING employees will
be of top concern in 2017. Here
are four ways companies retain
their current employees and
win talent this year, according
to Forbes:Offer better payIf you
don’t pay employees fairly, they
will leave – and no perk will
change their mind. A new poll
by 60 Minutes and Vanity Fair
found the best way to keep an
employee motivated is money,
and 35 per cent of respondents
said it was the most important
thing they look for in a new job.
Employees can review websites
such as salarygraph.co.uk and
payscale.com to see the average
pay for different professions in
various industries. They can
also speak to their peers or cur-
rent employees to compare and
contrast their pay, and leverage
it in a negotiation with their
employer.Promote career mobil-
ityWhen employees, especially

millennials and Generation Zs,
aren’t able to advance at work,
they immediately start search-
ing for other opportunities. That
is why companies are offering
more career mobility opportu-
nities, which support employees
who want to move across differ-
ent departments or even change
their occupation. A study by Cis-
co and Future Workplace found
this mobility helps increase
engagement, productivity and
teamwork. This result makes
sense, because employees want
new challenges and opportuni-
ties in order to stay engaged in
their work, grow their skills,
and advance in their careers.
Encourage flexibilityWhile
technology has allowed us to
work wherever and whenever,
it has meant many of us can’t
switch off from it. In light of
these new work demands, em-
ployees are seeking ways to bet-

ter manage their personal time
and relationships. Flexibility is
crucial because employees are
expected to respond to emails
and phone calls after hours for
no additional pay. Flexible work
could include flexible hours,
working from home and other
types of work arrangements.
Provide learning opportuni-
tiesOne of the best ways to in-
crease retention is to enrich
employees with the education
and tools required to thrive in
your organization. A recent
study by Udemy uncovered that
46 per cent of employees cite
limited opportunities to learn
new skills as the top reason why
they are bored in their current
roles and looking for a change.
Training and development op-
portunities can help companies
not only with retention, but also
with developing their next gen-
eration of leaders.
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CROSS-COUNTRY: Hercules
Wimbledon’s cross country
runners showed impressive
form over the festive sea-
son in the run-up to the de-
fence of their
Surrey sen-
ior men’s
cross coun-
try team ti-
tle at Lloyd
Park, Croy-
don, on Saturday.

Ben Toomer, pictured,
and Fred Slemeck, who led
the team to the gold med-
als at Dorking 12 months
ago, won parkrun events on
Christmas Eve.

Slemeck led a Hercules
Wimbledon clean sweep
when he headed home a
395-strong field to win the
Wimbledon Common 5km
parkrun in 17 minutes four
seconds.

He finished ahead club-
mates David Grima (17:30)
and teenager Zac Purnell
(17:31).

In addition to competing
in the Surrey cross country
championships in Croydon,
some of the club’s track
and field athletes will con-
test the South London Ath-
letics Network Indoor Open
meeting at the David Weir
Leisure Centre, Sutton, on
Sunday, The meeting starts
at noon.

REPORTER

WARREN GWILLYM
wgwillym@
london.newsquest.co.uk

SUTTON United go into Sat-
urday’s FA Cup showdown
with AFCWimbledon in high
spirits having brushed Brom-
ley aside 2-0 at Gander Green
Lane on Sunday.

It was a great response by
the U’s who suffered a knock-
out blow onBoxingDay in the
reverse fixture, going down
1-0 to a Louis Dennis strike
with seconds remaining,

On this occasion Sutton
were much the better of the
two sides and had to be pa-
tient before taking the lead in
first-half injury time,

Roarie Deacon’s free-kick
was headed into the net by
Maxime Biamou just mo-
ments after U’s goalkeeper
Ross Worner made a point-
blank save at the other end to
keep his side on level terms.

Worner had little to do in
the second half as Sutton
went close to extending their
lead through Dan Fitchett
and a stunning long-range
effort from Craig East-
mond that hit the inside of
the post.

Bradley Hudson-Odoi add-
ed a second goal midway
through the second half , fir-
ing high into the net through
a crowd of players to secure
three welcome National
League points for Sutton.

FA CUP Doswell in bullish mood ahead of cup clash after impressive win

CROSS-COUNTRY: Striders of Croy-
don faced strong opposition in the
East Surrey League cross-country
race at Wimbledon last month, and
placed fifth in the team event.

They were led by Peter Mills, pic-
tured, who finished seventh of the
147 finishers, covering the five-mile
course in 27 minutes 45 seconds.

Striders had two of the first three
finishers in the over-50 category,
with team manager Krzysztof Klid-
zia placing 25th and Matt Stone
26th. The scoring quartet was com-
pleted by Martin Filer, placed 34th.

At the weekly parkrun in Lloyd
Park Robert Lines was the first man
home at(18.45).

Toomer in
top form ‘We have got a chance’

‘Rivalry? Wimbledon are saving all their bitterness for Milton Keynes’
BEING a Sutton United
fan, comedian Tim Vine is
no stranger to witnessing
an FA Cup giantkilling and
could even claim to have
helped inspire the team to
its most recent upset, writes
Warren Gwillym.

His rally cry of “do it for
Sutton, Gander Green Lane,
the people, the one-way sys-
tem” worked wonders for
United who did just that,
defeating League 2 side
Cheltenham Town 2-1 in the
Second Round of the cup to
earn a home tie against AFC
Wimbledon this Saturday.

Vine, who was born and

brought up in Cheam, loves
his football and enthuses
when talking about his team.

He said: “I absolutely love
going to Gander Green Lane.
There’s a great atmosphere
down there.

“The chairman Bruce Elli-
ot is a lovely guy and I know
Paul [Doswell] the manager
too. I’ve been to Chelsea with
my brother [broadcaster Jer-
emy Vine] a few times and
it’s good because it’s the top
level, obviously. But it’s great
sitting next to the chairman
at Sutton and hearing all the
singing.”

The comic is currently

Mills leads home Striders

appearing in panto and
might well expect a bar-
rage of boos when he takes
to the stage as Idle Jack in
Dick Whittington be-
hind enemy lines at
New Wimbledon
Theatre, but is
quick to admit
a fondness for
the Dons.

Tim recalls
matches at
their old Plough
Lane home and
seeing them beat
Liverpool on the
grandest stage
of all.

He said: “Hopeful-
ly I won’t get booed
because I like AFC
Wimbledon as well.
“Back in the 1980s I

had a temporary
job at Wembley
Stadium as a
steward.

“I was ac-
tually work-
ing the day
Wimbledon
won the FA
Cup. I can’t
r emember
whether it

was £13 or £18
for the shift but

I was paid to watch the cup
final.

“I was in the Liverpool
end, which was hilarious
because I was surrounded
by all these Scousers who
were moaning about the
match.

“They had a lot to
moan about because
they missed loads of
chances.

“I’ll always remember
at the final whistle there
was absolute pandemo-
nium in the Wimbledon
section.

“It was like a little coun-
try tucked away in the cor-

With 15 minutes to go Sut-
ton introduced new signing
Jeffrey Monakana who looked
lively whenever he got the ball.

Sutton manager Paul
Doswell was delighted to get
back to winning ways.

He told SUFCtv: “Neil
Smith [Bromley manager]
said we thoroughly deserved
to win and I’d agree with
that assessment.

“I thought we were excel-
lent. It was a great header
from Max Biamou after an-
other good Roarie Deacon
delivery.

“It was important to keep
up the momentum from
the goal.

“I thought we deserved
three or four today, we were
that good.”

On Saturday’s cup game,
Doswell feels his side
have nothing to fear when
they take on League 1 AFC
Wimbledon.

He said: “We feel we’ve got
a good chance. It’s on our
pitch. Not many teams like
to play on our pitch.

“If the team plays to that
level they did today and
Wimbledon have a bit of
an off day then we’ve got a
chance.

“They would beat us nine
times out of 10 but it’s the
one out of 10 that the FA Cup
magic is all about.

“We’ve got that chance
and we’re going into it ex-
pecting to do something.”

Ahead of the eagerly-anticipated FA Cup clash between Sutton United and AFC Wimbledon, the U’s most
famous supporter Tim Vine reveals his love for the magic of the cup and why he has a soft spot for the Dons...

ner – a far cry from the end
I was in.”

ForAFCWimbledon, it’s a
return to where it all began.

Their first-ever match
took place at Gander
Green Lane on July 10,
2002 when they faced
Sutton in a pre-season
friendly.

An astonishing attend-
ance of 4,657 saw the home
side triumph 4-0 but both
clubs have come a long way
since then.

With the big FA Cup clash
just days away, Vine is keen
to play down talk of any
rivalry between the two
clubs.

He said: “I actually think
there’s a mutual respect
between Sutton and Wim-
bledon. Someone talked
to me about a bitter rival-
ry, but I don’t think there
is.

“Wimbledon are saving
all their bitterness for Mil-
ton Keynes.”

“The draw is a good one
because once you miss
the Premier League teams
then you want a tie where
you have a good chance of
getting through and both
teams will fancy their
chances.

“I’m a Sutton fan first and
foremost and I’ll obvious-
ly be gutted for if they go
out.

“That said, there’s a part
of me that will be pleased
for Wimbledon.”

l Sutton United fans have
released a song ahead of the
FA Cup clash.

Members of the Vanar-
ama Conference side’s fan
group Gandermonium have
recorded a song, Back on
the Shoebox Terrace Again,
to mark the occasion.

A fans’ spokesman said:
“The Shoebox Terrace at
Gander Green Lane is our
ancestral home from home
where we congregate to cel-
ebrate the three pillars of a
civilised society – football,
beer and rock and roll.”

For a free download, visit:
reverbnation.com/com-
radex3

Max Biamou, pictured here
against Wrexham, scored
Sutton’s first goal in their
2-0 win over Bromley on
Sunday Photo: Paul Loughlin






