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DETAILED ACTION 

The following action is in response to the original filing of April 19, 2004. Claims 1-5 are 

pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall.not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tuli 

(US 6,941,382) in view of Jeounq (US 6,799,061). 

Claim 1: Tuli discloses a browser apparatus, comprising: 

a. information acquisition means for acquiring homepage data (column 2, lines 

18-37); 

b. display means for displaying information (column 2, lines 18-37); 

c. command means for inputting a command (column 3, lines 11-33); 

Tuli does not explicitly disclose a shift direction input means for inputting a shift 

direction. However, Jeoung discloses a similar method for a browser apparatus that 

further discloses a key input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys used as 

hot keys that enable the user to initiate desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to include shift directions. One would have motivated to include 

a shift direction input means in order to provide hot keys that enable quick access to 

desired functions. 

Tuli discloses a control means for displaying the homepage data acquired by the 

information acquisition means on said display means (column 2, lines 18-37), but does 

not explicitly disclose that the data is presented in response to a shift command 

indicating a shift direction input by said shift direction input means and to an operation 

command indicating an operation input by said command input means. However, 

Jeounq discloses a similar method for a browser apparatus that further discloses a key 

input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys used as hot keys that enable the 

user to initiate desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65). Therefore it would have been 

obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

include control of shift directions that enable the apparatus to display data. One would 

have motivated to control the display of the homepage data using shift direction input to 

enable quick access to desired functions. 

Tuli discloses the control means has a plurality of operation modes (column 3, 

lines 11-49) but does not explicitly disclose assigning different functions to said shift 

direction input means and said command input means in each of the plurality of 

operation modes as functions of manipulating the homepage displayed on said display 

means. However, Jeounq discloses a similar method for a browser apparatus that 

further discloses a key input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys used as 

hot keys that enable the user to initiate desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to assign different functions to said shift direction input means. 

One would have been motivated to assign different functions to said shift direction input 

means as functions of manipulating the homepage in order to enable quick access to 

the desired functions. 

Claim 2: TuK and Jeounq disclose a browser apparatus as in Claim 1 above, and 

Jeounq further discloses a key input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys 

used as hot keys that enable the user to initiate multiple desired functions (column 2, 

lines 60-65/column 3, lines 43-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 

having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to switch operation 

modes in response to a shift command from said shift direction input means. One 

would have been motivated to switch operation modes in response to a shift command 

in order to enable quick access to the desired functions. 

Claim 3: Tuli and Jeoung disclose a browser apparatus as in Claim 2 above, and 

Jeoung further discloses displaying all of the menu items linked to a hot key so that a 

user may select one of them after pressing the down key (column 3, lines 43-58). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to disclose a menu mode of selecting a menu item in response 

to the shift command from said shift direction input means. One would have been 
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motivated to include a menu mode of selecting a menu item in order to enable the user 

to easily select functions linked to hot keys. 

Tuli discloses the ability to move a mouse cursor displayed on said display 

means (column 3, lines 11-33), but does not explicitly disclose the surf mode is enabled 

in response to the shift command from said shift direction input means. However, 

Jeoung discloses a similar method for a browser apparatus that further discloses a key 

input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys used as hot keys that enable the 

user to initiate multiple desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65/column 3, lines 43-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to switch operation modes in response to a shift command from 

said shift direction input means. One would have been motivated to switch operation 

modes to a surf mode in response to a shift command in order to enable quick access 

to the desired function. 

Tuli discloses the ability to scroll the homepage displayed on said display 

means (column 4, lines 53-67), but does not explicitly disclose the scroll mode is 

enabled in response to the shift command from said shift direction input means. 

However, Jeoung discloses a similar method for a browser apparatus that further 

discloses a key input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys used as hot keys 

that enable the user to initiate multiple desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65/column 

3, lines 43-58). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 

art at the time the invention was made to switch operation modes in response to a shift 

command from said shift direction input means. One would have been motivated to 
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switch operation modes to a scroll mode in response to a shift command in order to 

enable quick access to the desired function. 

Claim 4: Tuli and Jeounq disclose a browser apparatus as in Claim 2 above, and 

Jeounq further discloses a key input device that includes a plurality of navigation keys 

(up, down, left, and right) to initiate desired functions (column 2, lines 60-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to include a cross key to output the shift commands. One 

would have been motivated to include a cross key for outputting the shift commands in 

order to enable the user to immediately access a desired function. 

Claim 5: J_uli and Jeounq disclose a browser apparatus as in Claim 2 above, and Tuli 

further discloses said command input means comprises an enter key for starting 

processing, and a back key for making transition of the operation mode (column 3, lines 

40-42, column 5, lines 14-19). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 

1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 

5:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

OAA 
4/3/07 
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