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TERRI’S NAIL & BEAUTY
COURSES

The most profitable business in Nail & Beauty.
Do you know how much it costs to make a full 
set of Nails? You won’t believe it! Recognised 

certificate accredited British Association of
Beauty Therapy & Cosmetology, including kit.

Over 20 years experience in teaching &
guaranteed qualification. For more information

ring or text 
I will call you back.

07904 259 460     020 8850 1717
6 TUDOR PARADE ELTHAM LONDON SE9 6SY

 

Turn to Page 3    

Last chance to see exhibition...p7

GLIMMER 
OF HOPE

THAT JAZZ
Sarah Moule’s Charlton gig..p15

SUMMER’S LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS..P12&13

Oh what 
a night!

FIFTEEN gang members aged 
between 15 and 31 have been charged 
with conspiracy to supply hard drugs 
following early morning police raids 
and street arrests.

Addresses in Plumstead, Eltham, 
Woolwich, Abbey Wood and Greenwich 
were targeted by detectives from the 
royal borough-funded police initiative, 
the Greenwich Violent and Organised 
Crime Unit (VOCU). 

Working alongside them on Operation 
Fisheagle were officers from different 
commands across the Met, including the 
territorial support group, police dogs and 
specialist detectives from the crime and 
operation directorate.

The operation was timed to coordinate 
with raids by police from Kent 
Constabulary, who executed a large 
number of  search warrants connected 
with the same gang, resulting in the 
arrest of  several VOCU targets.

In Greenwich, a total of  17 warrants 
were executed resulting in 18 arrests 
on Tuesday, September 4. Twenty bags 
of  heroin and rocks of  cocaine were 
recovered, along with cash and phones 
allegedly used in the conspiracy

DCI Mike Balcombe from Greenwich 
police said; “This operation demonstrates 
the continuing commitment of  
Greenwich borough police to tackle gang 
activity causing significant harm to our 
communities within the royal borough of  
Greenwich”

DI James Harper, head of  the VOCU, 
said: “We are pleased with today’s results 
which will have a long term positive 
effect on the quality of  life on the people 
of  Greenwich.”

Drugs gang 
arrested in 
VOCU swoop
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MPS, MEPS AND  
GREATER LONDON 
AUTHORITY MEMBERS

ROYAL BOROUGH  
MEETINGS

GT CONTACTS

GREENWICH AND WOOLWICH
Nick Raynsford (Lab)
Email raynsfordn@parliament.uk 
or write to Nick Raynsford MP, House 
of Commons, London SW1A OAA
Call the office in advance on 020 7219 5895 to  
register for a surgery (lines are open Monday- 
Thursday 10am-12pm & 2-4pm).
2nd & 4th Fridays of the month, 7pm at 
32 Woolwich Road, Greenwich SE10 0JU.
2nd Saturday of the month, 11am at Charlton 
House, Charlton Road, Charlton SE7 8RE.
2nd Saturday of the month, 2pm at West  
Greenwich House, 141 Greenwich High Road,  
Greenwich SE10 8JA.
4th Saturday of the month: 11am at the Barnfield 
Project, Oak House, Barnfield Road SE18 3UH.
4th Saturday of the month, 2pm at Woolwich Town 
Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW.

ELTHAM
Clive Efford (Lab) Call for an appointment at the 
following monthly surgeries on  020-8850 5744 
between 11am and 3pm Mon-Fri.
1st Tues: Anstridge Community Centre, Anstridge 
Rd. SE9, 11am-12.30pm
1st Fri: Horn Park Community Centre,  
96 Sibthorpe Road, 11am-12.30pm
2nd Fri: Slade Hall, Pendrell Street, 6pm
2nd Sat: St Mary’s Community Centre, Eltham High 
Street, 10am and 4th Friday oat a of the month at 
6pm. 
3rd Tues: Middle Park Community Centre,  
150 Middle Park Avenue,
11am-12.30pm
3rd Fri: Coldharbour Neighbourhood office, library 
entrance, William Barefoot Drive, 11am.
4th Sat: Shrewsbury House, 10am, Bushmoor 
Crescent

ERITH & THAMESMEAD
Teresa Pearce (Lab)
All surgeries are booked by appointment by  
calling 020 7219 7068 or write to Teresa Pearce MP, 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, or email 
teresa.pearce.mp@parliament.uk
Four advice surgeries each month: the 1st Saturday 
of the month in Thamesmead, the 2nd Saturday of 
the month in Erith, the 3rd Friday of the month in 
Northumberland Heath and the 4th Friday of the 
month in Abbey Wood. 

GLA MEMBER 
Len Duvall (Lab) is the GLA member for  
Greenwich and Lewisham. Write to Len Duvall, 
GLA,City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA; 
phone 020-7983 4408/4517; or email  
len.duvall@london.gov.uk

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Contact your MEP at the UK Office of the European 
Parliament on 020-7227 4300.

GREENWICH COUNCILLORS
Contact Members’ Services on 020-8921 5151 for 
information on the surgery timings for your own 
councillor.

GT is produced by the 
Royal Borough  
of Greenwich, The  
Woolwich Centre,  
Wellington St, SE18 6HQ
Phone: 020 8921 5916 
Email:  greenwich.time@
greenwich.gov.uk 

Editor: Hilary Bryan
Assistant editor: 
Rod Kitson
Chief reporter: 
Peter Cordwell 

Reporter:
Dick Townsend-Smith

Advertising: 
Call Gaynor on 
020 8921 5033 or  
Nicola on 
020 8921 5572

Distribution: 
020 8447 0200 
or email bev@
letterboxdistribution.com DON’T FORGET TO RECYCLE YOUR COPY OF GREENWICH TIME

Write to: GT Letters, Communications Team, 
Woolwich Centre, Wellington Street, SE18 6HQ  
or email greenwich.time@greenwich.gov.uk 
We reserve the right to edit any letters received.

Pic Spot... send yours to peter@cfjournals.demon.co.uk

OUR Star Letter writer 
wins two tickets for 
a performance at 
Greenwich Theatre, so  
get writing!
For information on the latest events visit www.
greenwichtheatre.org.uk or call 020 8858 4447

THE following meetings take place at the Town 
Hall, Wellington Street, unless stated other-
wise.  
Sept 25 - Council,7pm.  
Sept 26 - Eltham & Kidbrooke Area Planning 
Committee, 6.30pm, Eltham Centre.

More information on 020 8921 5130 or  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/meetings

People can be so kind

JEAN-YVES RAGIL: ‘HMS Ocean pictured leaving Woolwich on Wednesday, September 12.’

I GOT a day ticket for the 
Paralympic archery and 
shooting, and my daughter 
and I were so impressed by the 
big open square that we took 
time out to explore the town, 
browsing and shopping in some 
great local stores and market 
stalls. We missed a couple of 
hours action at the Barracks in 
the process, but it was worth it, 
as we arrived fed, watered and 

relaxed and ready to enjoy the 
sport. So impressed were we by 
what we saw that we made a 
special journey after a long day 
at ExCel to come and sit in the 
square again for the Last Night 
of the Proms. Unfortunately, 
we didn’t get there till nearly 
10pm but happily were still in 
time for the song sheets and 
grand finale. What an amazing 
end to a summer of celebration. 

We sang ‘Abide with me’ in 
the square, and memories of 
Woolwich will certainly abide 
with us. Luckily we only live 
an hour or so away in Essex 
so we’ll definitely come back 
again! Thank you for being 
such a great host and opening 
our eyes to a great place.

Susan Crafer, Essex
l See our story An Olympic effort! 
p12&13

Not such 
a great
example!

Abiding memories of Woolwich

I WOULD like to take 
this opportunity through 
Greenwich Time to give my 
appreciation to the lovely, 
concerned people who helped 
a small visually impaired 
pensioner to her feet after 

falling at the 286 bus stop at 
Eltham Church traffic lights 
on Thursday, September 8.
I was so grateful to all of  you 
and so proud of  the Eltham 
people for their kindliness.
Mrs S. A. Leighton, Eltham

Graveyards are not ‘ghostly’, Samuel
I AM not at all surprised that 
Samuel Spence has been 
predicted an A* in English. 
His ambitious vocabulary 
choices, interesting openers 
to his sentences and excellent 
punctuation are to be 
commended.
However, Samuel is, by his 
own admission, only 15, and 
although his concern for the 
residents of  Charlton Park Care 
Home is admirable, he should 
understand why a cemetery 
is not a “ghostly and ominous 
presence”. Graveyards are 
where we remember the dead 
and give thanks for their lives.
We are reminded in Charlton 

cemetery about some of  the 
fascinating people of  our 
borough who are buried here, 
and for many, it is a place of  
tranquility to enjoy a little 
peace, listen to the birdsong 
and appreciate the trees and 

plants that flourish there, and, 
for me, it is a place where I 
often push my small grandson 
to enjoy together those very 
things. As do thousands of  
people who walk through the 
graveyards which surround 
churches in villages and towns. 
And you know, Samuel, as 
you get older you will come 
to appreciate that death does 
not have to be terrifying. It 
is the necessary end to life to 
which we will all come one day. 
Perhaps you could instigate 
some discussions on this theme 
in your RE lessons and achieve 
an A* there too. Good luck!

Jane Lawson, Charlton

I KNOW the issue 
of  people cycling in 
pedestrian areas has 
been discussed in your 
pages before.
Last year, I raised 
the issue of  cyclists 
ignoring the “No 
Cycling” notices in 
Cutty Sark Gardens 
with Greenwich 
Council, to be told that 
community officers (or 
whatever the technical 
term is) could issue 
warnings to offenders. 
Imagine, therefore, my 
surprise to see no fewer 
than three uniformed 
police constables 
patrolling the area on 
bicycles last Saturday 
afternoon.
In fairness they were 
going fairly slowly, 
unlike some cyclists 
one sees zipping 
through, but it’s not 
exactly setting a great 
example.
Chris Madell, Lewisham
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Getting
back to 
normal 
IT’S full steam ahead to return 
Greenwich Park and Woolwich 
Common to how they were 
before they hosted events for the 
Olympics and Paralympics. 

Games organisers LOCOG say the 
park is due to be handed back to the 
Royal Parks at the end of November, 
as originally agreed. 

Work will also continue in areas of 
the park near to the playground and 
Maze Hill Gate, but the playground 
will remain open. The tennis courts 
on the east side of the park will be 
available again from October 1.

Graham Dear, Greenwich Park 
manager for the Royal Parks, said: 
“The removal of infrastructure 
from Greenwich Park is a complex 
operation.”

Because of the large amount of 
infrastructure that needs to be 
removed, and the large number 
of construction lorries required to 
take equipment away, The Avenue 
reopened to pedestrians and cyclists 
a few days later than planned on 
Friday.

Jeremy Edwards, LOCOG’s location 
general manager for Greenwich 
Park, said: “We want to get it back to 
normal as quickly as possible. Work 

will be mostly finished at the end of 
November. The Equestrian platform 
will be taken out late September and 
early October. Then the Royal Parks 
will decide to reseed where they can 
or re-turf where they need to. As soon 
as an area becomes available they 
will be doing the preparation work.

“Everything is likely to be 
completely back to normal by spring 
of next year. At the moment the focus 
is to get our assets out of the park 
as quickly as possible. One of the 
jumps – the wooden sheep and tractor 
– will be left behind in the children’s 
playground as a legacy.”

Of the five Olympics I’ve worked in, 
Greenwich Park has been my most 
enjoyable Olympic experience to 
date. It’s been a magnificent event. 
To have people coming from all over 
world, and 4,000 volunteers feeling 
they were part of the Games as well, 
makes it very special. 

“The Paralympics were calm and 
relaxed, and it was great to see 
families coming along for a really 
lovely family atmosphere.”

And Woolwich Common, by the 
Royal Artillery barracks, will see 
the removal of all  the temporary 
structures and fencing used for the 
shooting and archery events.

by Dick Townsend-Smith

DOWN THEY 
COME:
spectator 
seating in 
Greenwich 
Park is being 
dismantled

LOCOG to hand over Greenwich 
Park by the end of November 

Cllr Maureen O’Mara, the royal 
borough’s cabinet member for community 
safety and environment, said: “Royal 
Greenwich would once again like to 
congratulate VOCU officers for their 
success in combating violent crime in the 
borough. We are proud to fund a police 

team that has worked tirelessly since its 
introduction in 2008 to reduce serious 
youth violence by targeting gangs, 
seizing drugs and weapons, and securing 
convictions. These latest raids continue 
to demonstrate that we won’t tolerate 
antisocial behaviour of  any kind in the 
royal borough.”

From Page 1     
Arrests in drugs case
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FLYING THE FLAG: the group of  Year 8 to 11 pupils manage to pose for a quick snap in The Mall

THE dispersal zone 
covering Woolwich 
town centre was once 
again renewed this 
week for a further six 
months, allowing the 
continuation of police 
powers to tackle anti-
social behaviour that 
have already assisted a 
26 per cent reduction in 
crime.

The order to create a 
dispersal zone was first 
implemented in September 
2010, to aid police officers 
and PCSOs in tackling 
anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) and nuisance caused 
by groups congregating in 
the town centre, or on the 
Connaught Estate. Under 
the order, officers are able 

to effectively move those 
involved in ASB away from 
the location and prevent 
them from returning 
within a stipulated period.
It also allows officers to 
return under 16s to their 
homes.   

Cllr Maureen O’Mara, 
cabinet member for 
community safety, said: 
“The introduction of  
the dispersal zone in 
Woolwich town centre has 
been an effective police 
tool in dealing with anti-
social behaviour and has 
assisted in ensuring that 
crime levels continue to 
drop. 

“The police have asked us 
to extend this and given the 
success of  this initiative 
we are happy to renew. The 

order allows those visiting, 
living and working in the 
area to do so without the 
fear of  being intimidated 
or harassed, and is another 
example of  the ongoing 
commitment to reducing 
crime in the borough.” 

Police recorded crime 
for Woolwich town centre 
indicates that the dispersal 
zone has operated 
successfully since its 
introduction, with crime 
showing a substantial 
downwards trend. 
2012 showed an overall 
reduction in recorded 
offences of  26 per cent 
lower than 2010-2011.

An order is also in place 
creating another dispersal 
zone in Eltham town 
centre.

SE18 dispersal 
zone renewed
Woolwich town centre order 
sees crime cut by 26 per cent

ANYTHING’S possible. That’s 
one of the lessons learned by 
Plumstead Manor pupils who 
attended the London victory 
parade for Team GB last week.

A 26-strong group were invited 
to the event as reward for the 
school’s involvement in the 
Get Set network, the education 
programme which promotes 
Olympic and Paralympic values. 

The pupils from Year 8 to 11 
were accompanied by head of  PE 
Rosemary Okocha, and  had a 
spot in the Mall where they saw 
around 800 athletes travel past on 
21 floats. 

Emily Simmons, 15, said: “For 
the whole world to watch such a 
brilliant Olympics, and then to 
watch the parade and see the most 
amazing world-class athletes was 
very inspiring. The Paralympians 
have made me realise that 
anything is possible providing 
you train and put all your hard 
work into it, so to see them inches 
from you, thanking you for your 
support is mindblowing.”

Twelve-year-old Abigail 
Hayward told GT: “It was an 
amazing opportunity to see Mo 
Farah, Jessica Ennis, Tom Daley, 
Louis Smith and many more! It 
was the best time of  my life! I was 
so lucky to be chosen!”

And Zahra Ali, 15, said: “I felt 
so privileged to see the men and 
women who were in the Olympics 
and Paralympics. That day had a 
great impact on me and inspired 
me to try and do different sports 
that I haven’t heard about before 
like handball.” 
l For more on the victory parade 
see our story An Olympic effort 
p12&13.

Get Set reward
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Chamber made!

CHAMBER MUSIC: Steve Nelson (green tie) sits down with Paul Russell and his staff at Russell Associates in Blackheath Road, Greenwich

IT’S not enough these 
days to mind your own 
business, you’ve got to get 
out and get networking 
– and the local chamber 
of commerce is offering 
a free deal to make it 
easier.

Businesses in four local 
boroughs, including 
Greenwich, are being offered 
free six-month membership 
of  the South East London 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
worth between £156 and 
£407, depending on the size 
of  the business.

The chamber’s principal 
director Steve Nelson 
calls it “a no-brainer of  an 
offer”. He told GT: “We’re 
really confident of  the 
merits of  membership and 
look forward to welcoming 
companies of  all sizes to our 
meetings. They just can’t 
lose.

“Some people still think 
that a chamber of  commerce 
is about freemasonry, or 
something like a rotary 

club, but it’s nothing like 
that. It’s purely a business 
organisation where we 
try and find our members 
new customers and new 
suppliers, and try to give 
them information that 
will make their businesses 
successful.”

Steve hopes 
businesses will 
join after the 
six months 
and then 
b e c o m e 
part of  the 
c h a m b e r ’ s 
d i r e c t o r y, 
which lists 
c o m p a n i e s 
under categories.

“One of  the 
great advantages 
of  the directory is that 
the four councils have 
agreed to always go out to 
local companies first for 
contracts. We also have 
really good speakers at our 
twice-monthly breakfast 
meetings.”

The chamber’s monthly 

magazine, Masthead, has 
gone digital and every 
members gets a copy full 
of  the latest business 
information. As well as staff  
workshops organised by the 
chamber, Steve emphasised 
its lobbying powers.

He said: “We are 
genuinely listened 

to by the 
boroughs and 
the London 
Mayor’s office, 
and we also 
have good 
relationships 
with our MPs. 

“ G r e e n w i c h 
Council has 

been very 
supportive of  the 

chamber over the years.”
At present the chamber 

has around 400 members. 
One of  them is architect 
Paul Russell from Russell 
Associates in Blackheath 
Road, Greenwich, who has 
been a member for 21 years 
this month and submits an 
average of  one planning 

application into the royal  
borough of  Greenwich every 
week.

“When I started up, one of  
the first things I did was join 
the chamber of  commerce,” 
said Paul. “In those days 
it was white, middle-aged, 
middle class males, but we’ve 
changed that completely to 
reflect the great diversities of  
today, which is more relevant 
and much more interesting.

Paul, who has a staff  of  10 
including two associates, 
says he gets his work “almost 
entirely” from word of  
mouth. He added: “A little 
bit now is internet-based but 
the best way is still to meet 
people face-to-face, which is 
why I go to as many network 
meetings as possible.

“My advice to local 
businesses is to get involved. 
Join the chamber and get out 
what you put in.”
l COMPANIES that want to 
join or find out more can call 
020-8317 3365, email office@
selondonchamber.org or visit 
www.selondonchamber.org

In the first part of GT’s new feature, It’s the Business, PETER CORDWELL finds 
out about the FREE membership offer for local companies

SE18 dispersal 
zone renewed
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Moving on 
GROUPS and organisations planning 
an event for October’s Black History 
Month can submit details of their event  
at the royal borough website at  www.
royalgreenwich.gov.uk/events  Please 
ensure that you include the words ‘Black 
History Month’ in the event title so that the 
events can be clearly identified.

Get listed for 
Black History 
Month guide

Macmillan 
fundraiser 
photo shoot
CHARACTERS from a children’s TV 
programme are expected at a charity 
coffee morning next week.
Youngsters can have their photo taken 
with the special guests from the BBC’s 
In The Night Garden at the BebeBonito 
children’s wear shop in Eltham Arcade. 
The shop is hosting a Macmillan coffee 
morning on Friday, September 28 from 
10am as part of the nationwide event to 
raise money for the charity. 
The event is being supported by 
neighbouring shops Cafe SE9, Turner & 
Mason and other local businesses in the 
arcade.  

GOOD AMBASSADORS: Former 
Woolwich Polytechnic students 
Adedej Assissi, Amritpal Samra and 
‘VJ’ Biring offered helpful advice

Pupils learn about their options after 16

AROUND 2,000 GCSE students 
from schools throughout the royal 
borough got sound advice on what 
they could do after their exams at an 
event on Thursday.

Ravensbourne college on the Greenwich 
Peninsula hosted a post-16 options fair 
to help the Year 11s make up their 
minds. Students were able to find out 
more about schools and colleges offering 
A-level courses, as well as training and 
apprenticeships with firms like Wates 
and businesses like Transport for London.

Fourteen organisations exhibited 
at the event to show students what 
opportunities are available when they 
leave school at 16. There was also a 
performance from a school theatre 
group aimed at encouraging students to 
consider their future pathways and life 
chances, as well as a video promoting 
Royal Greenwich as a good place to learn. 
This will become available to schools and 

by Dick Townsend-Smith
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Moving on 

MORE than 2,500 
people have been tickled 
by a heartwarming 
exhibition about 
comedian Bob Hope.

The free display at 
Greenwich Heritage 
Centre has touched fans 
of  comedy, culture and 
history and given them 
all a greater insight into 
the life of  the Eltham-
born comedian and actor.

The exhibition, Bob 
Hope: World of  Laughter 
Exhibition,  runs 
until  October 27, and 
explores his personal life, 
career, and love of  golf.

It features more than 170 
artefacts, including his 
KBE and CBE conferred 
on him by the Queen. 
It also includes Hope’s 
honorary Oscar statuette, 
Honorary Veterans 
citation, Congressional 
Gold Medal and his PGA 
of  America money clip.

More than 200 vintage 
photos and several video 
displays tell the story about 
Hope’s early years as part of  
an immigrant family in the 
early 20th century, his rise 

as a star of  stage, screen 
and radio, the relationships 
he had with the Royal 
Family and U.S presidents, 
his devotion to the men 
and women of  the military 
and his passion for golf.

The exhibition is 
open  from  Tuesday to 
Saturday, 9am to 5pm.

Fans of  the iconic 
comedian and actor can see 
him in action on screen at 

a Saturday matinee at the 
Bob Hope Theatre on 

October 16.  The theatre in 
Wythfield Road, Eltham, 
features the 1952 Western 
starring Hope as Junior 
Potter, a man in search of  
his father's illusive haul of  
gold. He is joined by Jane 
Russell, the luscious head 
of  a gang of  thieves, with a 
federal marshal played by 
Roy Rogers hot on her trail.

Cllr  Chris Roberts, leader 
of  the royal borough of  
Greenwich said: “Bob 
Hope is a famous son of  
Eltham. He kept returning 
to Eltham throughout his 
life and always maintained 
an active interest in 
the local community. 

“He managed to save the 
Eltham Little Theatre from 
possible closure in 1982. 
His actions have allowed 
the venue to flourish as 
the renamed Bob Hope 
Theatre, which is one of  
the best equipped amateur 
theatres in south-east 

London. I would encourage 
anyone interested in Bob 
Hope and his links to 
Greenwich to come to the 
Greenwich Heritage Centre 
to see the exhibition.”
l For information on the 
Bob Hope: World of Laughter 
Exhibition, visit www.
royalgreenwich.gov.uk/
bobhope  More information 
about the Bob Hope Theatre 
and what’s on, visit www.
bobhopetheatre.co.uk 

Cllr  Chris Roberts, leader 
of  the royal borough of  
Greenwich said: “Bob 
Hope is a famous son of  
Eltham. He kept returning 
to Eltham throughout his 
life and always maintained 
an active interest in 
the local community. 

“He managed to save the 
Eltham Little Theatre from 
possible closure in 1982. 
His actions have allowed 
the venue to flourish as 
the renamed Bob Hope 
Theatre, which is one of  
the best equipped amateur 
theatres in south-east 

London. I would encourage 

A glimmer
of  Hope 

ENGLAND TO AMERICA: an exhibition 
stand explains Bob’s journey to the US, 
above, the comic on home turf in Eltham

HOPE’S GLORY: Cllr Chris Roberts 
and Bob’s daughter  Linda at the 
launch of the exhibition  in July 

USEFUL INFORMATION: Alice Moore  and Connor Trice from the 
Harris Academy in Eltham

READING MATTER: students collect information from one of 
the  University of Greenwich stand

Still time to see display on Eltham comic 

education providers and is also available  
on the royal borough’s website.

Students who went along agreed they 
found the event useful. Tiwa Adelaja from 
Blackheath Bluecoat School in Old Dover 
Road said: “I thought this event was 
pretty good, and I now have a choice of 
three schools where I can do the A-levels 
I want.” And schoolmate Teju Gbadamosi 
said: “It gave me a good insight, and there 
are loads of different opportunities.”

Connor Trice from the Harris Academy 
in Eltham said: “I’m interested in 
engineering and construction, and I 
got a lot of useful information and my 
questions were answered.” And Alice 
Moore from Harris said: “This was really 
good and has been a great help. It’s not 
like getting information from a computer. 
It’s far better to talk with someone face-
to-face.”

Former students from Woolwich 
Polytechnic volunteered to go along as 
ambassadors for the school. Each wore 
T-shirts naming the university where the 
Poly had helped them win a place. ‘VJ’ 
Biring, who has a place at Ravensbourne, 
said: “This event is fantastic, and if we 
can pass on what we know to the students 
here today then they will benefit.”

The event was organised jointly by the 
royal borough, local schools, and the 
exhibitors. It was designed to promote 
positive options for young people at a 
time when changes in the law mean 
they will have to remain in education or 
training until the age of 18.

There are also plans for a series of 
evening follow-up events at the exhibiting 
schools and colleges and Greenwich 
University, where students can find out 
more details of what each one can offer. 
These will run between October and early 
next year.
l More details and the video can be found 
at www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/post16 
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT: Skipper has a sniff around while owner Mrs Scorah gets some advice, and inset above Charlee Smith with Taz

Follow 
Royal Greenwich  
on twitter 
@Royal_Greenwich

    I’ve gone 
through three 
bottles of shampoo 
at £30 a time, spent 
£400 in vet fees and 
he still isn’t himself. 
Hopefully they can 
help me today...

“

”
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YOUNG people can learn how 
to handle their pounds, shillings 
and pence thanks to a new 
money management project.  
The Hyde Group has won almost 
£1million to run the Money 
House project in the borough 
over the next four years. The 
money has been awarded to 
the housing association by 
the Big Lottery Fund which is 
providing £7.1million funding to 
help tenants across the capital 
become more financially aware 
and more confident in managing 
their cash.  
The  Big Brother-style flat 
will simulate ‘living at home’, 
helping young tenants to 
improve their budgeting skills, 
deal with paperwork and 
financial organisations, choose 

appropriate loans and savings 
schemes and learn to cope 
with money set-backs. Working 
closely with the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich, Meridian Money 
Advice, Greenwich CAB, Thames 
Gateway YMCA and MyBnk, the 
project aims to improve the 
financial confidence of young 
people. Other organisations 
and housing associations in 
the borough will link in with 
the project by making referrals 
into the Money House. Young 
people who are leaving care 
or supported housing will be 
targeted so they can get help 
before build up any debts. 
The project is due to start in 
February and young people 
can access it mainly through 
the royal borough’s ‘Move On’ 

programme.  The Money House 
will be located by the Woolwich 
riverside in a customised flat 
within the YMCA complex.  
Groups of eight to ten young 
people will take part in a series of 
interactive sessions designed to 
increase the financial confidence 
over a two-week period.  
Jahanara Hussain, the financial 
inclusion programme manager 
for the Hyde Group said: “We 
are delighted to have received 
this funding, which will deliver 
real benefits to young residents 
in Greenwich.  The Money 
House will address a critical 
need to improve the practical 
money management skills and 
awareness of vulnerable young 
people by improving their 
financial confidence.  At the 

moment many young people 
leaving care or supported 
housing get into rent arrears, 
our preventative approach will 
increase their financial stability 
and support wider social 
inclusion.” 
Cllr Steve Offord, the royal 
borough’s cabinet member for 
housing said:  
“The Money House project will 
play a significant role in helping 
tenants to gain the knowledge 
and confidence they need to 
effectively manage their finances, 
meet their rental responsibilities 
and avoid building up debts.  I’m 
pleased that the royal borough 
will be playing a central role in 
this new scheme which includes 
a particular focus on supporting 
young people.”   

New project to make  youth moneywise

True puppy love
Special day helps dog owners care for their pets

Country run  
across Ireland 

Meet author 
Peter Benson

New show 
at Stephen
gallery

MAN’S best friend was the centre 
of attention at a two-day animal 
action event.

The Animal Action Days were held 
at Middle Park Community Centre, 
Eltham and Coldharbour Community 
Centre last Wednesday and Thursday.

It was a chance for dog owners from 
across the borough to seek advice and 
support in caring for their pooches. 
Advisers from Battersea Dogs and Cats 
Home were on hand to answer dog 
owners’ questions and queries, along 
with RSPCA workers.

Mrs Scorah from Eltham went along 
with her dog Skipper. She told GT: 
“I’ve come today for a second opinion. 
Skipper won’t stop scratching, I’ve gone 
through three bottles of shampoo which 
are £30 a time, spent £400 in vet fees 
getting a microchip installed and other 
treatments and he still isn’t himself. 
Hopefully they can help me today.”

Zara Entwistle, also from Eltham, 
brought her nine-week old Staffordshire 
terrier Poppy along. “I’m on benefits 
and it’s really hard to keep up with the 
cost of having a pet. I’ve had to rehome 
a lot of the puppies born because I 
couldn’t afford to have them all. 

“Events like this really help so you can 
go back to worrying about day to day 
things like food and bills. Poppy has had 
her tag engraved today and we’ve been 
given a voucher to have her neutered. 
I’ve also received advice about muzzles, 
worming and flea treatment.”

The services on offer were free 
microchipping, neutering for bull 
terriers, welfare advice and general 
information and support for dog owners. 

Zara added: “I think the borough’s 
measures towards dog ownership are 
brilliant. My dog Buster was attacked 
by another dog which wasn’t on a lead 
a while ago. 

“He came out of nowhere and just 
clamped her by the throat. People 

should be prosecuted for not being 
responsible.” RSPCA inspector Anthony 
Pulfer was giving out advice and said: 
“A lot of people aren’t aware that it’s 
a legal requirement to have your pet 
microchipped and very important in 

case your pet gets lost or kidnapped. It’s 
as small as a grain of rice and proves 
ownership and can help unite pets with 
their owners.”
l For more information visit the RSPCA 
website at www.rspca.org.uk 

by Grace Lipski

LOCAL man Cathal Bracken is 
adventuring across the Irish landscape in 
a charity run.
The Greenwich Peninsula resident is 
about half way through running the 
length of Ireland in the run which started 
last Wednesday. He’s running from 
the most northerly point to the most 
southerly point over 11 days, with the 
stages averaging 32 miles each.
Cathal has previously raised money 
for the Kenyan-charity, The Good Life 
Orphanage, as a tribute to his late sister-
in-law Debbie Dhanjil, who tragically 
passed away in 2009 at the age of 30, 
leaving behind three young children. In 
July he took part in the Ironman 2012 
challenge in Bolton, which comprised 
of a 2.3-mile swim, 112-mile cycle 
and marathon. He will take part in a 
marathon in Dublin in October for the 
charity. Debbie’s father is originally 
Kenyan so the charity is dear to the 
family, and her husband and children 
who also live in the borough. Cathal 
told GT: “The Good Life Orphanage 
is a small, relatively unknown charity 
and helps towards the upkeep and 
welfare of children in Kenya. It makes 
a real difference to these children’s 
lives because the money goes directly 
to the people, rather than through 
administration costs.”
l To make a donation to Cathal’s run, 
visit www.justgiving.com/Cathal-Bracken  

AWARD-winning author Peter Benson
will be meeting book fans at West 
Greenwich Library for a  ‘Meet the Author’ 
evening on Thursday,  September 20.
The writer of  nine novels in 34 minutes 
will be signing books and there’ll be light 
refreshments.
Peter’s awards  include the Guardian 
fiction prize, the Author Club’s First Novel 
award, a Betty Trask prize, Somerset 
Maughan award, Encore award, and 
he was selected as a fiction uncovered 
choice in 2012.
The event runs from 6-7pm, tickets are 
free by calling 020 8858 4289.

THE Stephen Lawrence Gallery has 
opened its new exhibition programme 
with a new body of work by Terence 
Birch, the artist in residence during the 
Olympic and Paralympic games.
‘Tour de Horse’ opened yesterday 
(September 17) and runs until October 
12 at the gallery in the University of 
Greenwich, Queen Anne Court, in the 
Old Royal Naval College. The exhibition 
looks at the radical ideas and pioneering 
work of 19th and  early 20th century 
visionaries who advocated social reform 
and the power of art and equestrianism 
to change lives. Open M-F 10am-5pm Sat 
11am-4pm.

SAVED: Zara Entwistle with nine-
week old Staff terrier Poppy. 
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It’s fit for the 
21st century
Rebuilt girls’ school opens doors to bright future
THE newly rebuilt Eltham Hill 
school, which has just opened its 
doors to a new intake of 11-year-old 
girls, is gearing up for the second 
big change in its 106-year history.

Next September it will also become 
a college for post-16 students, and 
offer both young men and women an 
exciting curriculum of A-level and BTEC 
courses – as well as the International 
Baccalaureate. It will be the only school 
in the borough to offer courses for 
this qualification, which is recognised 
worldwide.
Principal Madeleine Griffin said: “With 
just 160 places on offer, students will 
be able to learn in small groups.  This 
exclusive environment will ensure 
that they can grow and flourish as 
individuals.  The high teacher-to-student 
ratio will mean that they are well known 
to all Post-16 teaching staff, who will 
invest time to monitor their progress 
and support them as they strive to 
exceed.”
Meanwhile, 800 students aged 11-16 have 
just started the new term at their rebuilt 
school.
The work involved pulling down the 
existing 1970s buildings, refurbishing 
older buildings and adding new ones. It 
means four-fifths of the accommodation 
is brand new, while a fifth is in existing 
buildings that have been updated.
The school site, which was once in the 
grounds of Eltham Palace, includes a 
Grade II listed Queen Anne wall and 
pavilion. The original school gates are 

also listed. The new design integrates 
these into the pedestrian entrance, 
creating a new garden known as the Van 
Dyke Garden. 
Students returning to the school after 
the summer break gave a big thumbs-
up to the new buildings and facilities. 
Janani Arudselvanathan, 15, who is 
on the school’s council, said: “The new 
design broadens minds to the creative 
side and not just the academic side. 
There’s a new recording studio, which is 
cool because I play guitar and I will be 

able to record what I do. The teachers 
encourage music, and my English 
teacher encourages me to write poetry 
and gives me criticism. The old school 
was really small, but it’s better now 
because when I go to university, maybe 
to study journalism, I won’t be in a 
small, closed learning environment.”
Samira Aoumeur, also 15, said: “It’s now 
bigger and brighter and much more 
modern, with lots of new technology. 
There are more state-of-the-art facilities 
to match the 21st century education that 
is being offered. The Baccalaureate is a 
broader qualification, and we will be the 
first school in Greenwich to offer it. I am 

Rebuilt girls’ school opens doors to bright future
 WARM WEL-
COME:  Students 
from Year 11 all 
ready to greet 
the new term’s 
younger arrivals

ALL MOD CONS: an 
aerial shot of the 
new school buildings

by Dick Townsend-Smith
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interested in doing sociology in the sixth 
form here and at university, and maybe 
I’ll become a teacher.”
This year’s new intake of 11-year-olds 
were made to feel welcome on their first 
day last Tuesday (September 11), when 
older students from Year 11 ‘buddied 
up’ with them to help smooth away 
their anxieties. Katherine Ruddell said: 
“Everyone was so friendly and easy to 
talk to.” Tara Mowle said: “The teachers 
seem very kind, and they encourage you 
to ask questions.” Angel Downey said: “I 
liked it when the Year 11s came up and 
welcomed you.” And Katie Quee said: 
“This is a really nice school, and I like it 
even after being here just half a day.”
Cllr Jackie Smith, the royal borough’s 
cabinet member for children’s services, 
said: “I wish Eltham Hill every success 
in building on its past and creating 
a dynamic future for students. The 
International Baccalaureate offering 
in 2013 will be an exciting first for 
Greenwich.”
Eltham Hill is holding a series of open 
mornings when parents and their 
daughters can see what the school has 
to offer. They will take place on various 
dates between September 21 and October 
15. For details or to book a place visit the 
school’s website .... or call 020 8859 2843. 
l For details of open days for all 
secondary schools in the borough 
visit www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/
secondaryadmissions
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PEOPLE are being invited to have a pre-
winter health MOT tomorrow  (Wednesday 
September 19) from 10am to 3pm.
The health and wellbeing day is being 
held at the Greenwich Heritage Centre 
in Woolwich, opposite the Firepower 
museum – and anyone can go along, 
absolutely free. 
The event will be packed with stands 
and workshops giving handy tips and 
information. You can get your blood 
pressure checked, learn more about 
diabetes, or get advice on how to quit 
smoking or cut down on your drinking. 
You can also speak to a nutritionist, a 
nurse or a health trainer for free advice 
as well as get a free massage to help 
you de-stress, and healthy refreshments 
will be available. The day is organised 
by the Irish Community Services charity, 
which supports thousands of residents 
from Royal Greenwich and neighbouring 
boroughs. Director Ellen Stafford said:  
“Young and old, whatever your origins or 
background, are all warmly invited down 
to the Woolwich riverside on September 
19.  Come and get checked out for free – 
and have a good time with us”
l Details on 0208 854 4466 or visit www.
irishcommunityservices.org

UNDER sixes are invited to a fun music 
and movement event to raise money for 
two children’s charities. Families can play 
instruments, dance, and sing at a free 
interactive music from 3pm-4.30pm on 
Saturday, September 22 at The Boys Brigade 
Hall, Reynolds Place, Blackheath, SE3 8SX.
The event has been organised to celebrate 
the fifth birthday of Boppin’ Bunnies, a local 
company which runs music and movement 
sessions for children. 
Participants will be asked to make a 
donation to Eltham’s Demleza children’s 
hospice and For Life, a charity that helps 
abandoned disabled children in Thailand.  

Free health 
checks for all

Tiny boppin’ 
fundraisers

Caroline goes the distance for Her Centre

It’s fit for the 
21st century
Rebuilt girls’ school opens doors to bright future

ELTHAM Hill is one of five royal borough schools to be rebuilt or upgraded through the 
Building Schools for the Future programme, 
which was funded by central government.Part of the thinking behind the programme includes opening up part of the schools to the 

local community. At Eltham Hill, the grounds 
and a third of the new school buildings will be made available for community use. These 
include the main hall, the sports block and the 
learning resource areas in the main teaching 
block. 

READ ALL ABOUT 
IT: Samira 
Aoumeur 
and Janani 
Arudselvanathan 
check out Eltham 
Hill’s brochure 

MAKING MUSIC: 
Eltham Hill’s hi-
tech facilities are a 
big hit with pupils

One of five open to the community 

Follow Royal  
Greenwich  
on twitter 
@Royal_Greenwich
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FLYING THE FLAG: 
Proms lovers Lucy 
Johnston, Lisa and 
James Higgins, 
and Amy Froggatt 
in General Gordon 
Square. Below, pals 
Victoria Hopkinson 
and Philippa 
Robinson

IT was a huge season of sport, and 
care manager Pauline Robinson-Baker 
got to end her Olympic summer in 
style when she got the chance to rub 
shoulders with members of Team GB 
at their victory parade.

Pauline’s son Nick was part of the men’s 
diving team with silver medallist Tom 
Daley and he rode on the same float as 
Tom for the celebrations last week. Also 
on board was Paralympic gold medallist 

Sophie Christiansen and fellow equestrian 
Zara Phillips – the Queen’s grand-daughter! 
Pauline was well positioned in seating 
reserved for the athletes’ families next to the 
statue of Queen Victoria by Buckingham 
Palace.

She told GT: “We were surrounded by 
Games Makers and there were people from 
the armed forces. The support from the 
crowd was phenomenal.  I was standing 
next to Sophie Christiansen’s parents 
and when I spoke to Nick he said he was 

THERE could barely have been a 
better way to herald Britain’s 
proudest sporting summer than to 
let the band play out.

Crowds gathered at General Gordon 
Square in Woolwich for a penultimate 
dose of flag-waving pomp as the Last 
Night of the Proms blasted out from the 
big screen on September 8.

The closing ceremony of the Paralympics 
put the bookend on a summer to remember 
on Sunday,  September 9.

Team GB surpassed all expectations by 
coming third in the overall medals table 
in the Olympics, and third only to China 
and Russia in the Paralympics.

Bradley Hemmings co-directed the 
Paralympic opening ceremony, and his 
contribution was among many made by 
people from right here in Greenwich.

Gemma Gibbons brought back a silver 
medal in Olympic judo, while weightlifting 
sensation Zoe Smith raised the bar by 
breaking a British record in her bid for 
Games glory.

Charlton’s Tosin Oke chose to represent 
Nigeria in the long jump and came a 
creditable seventh, while Andy Barrow 
competed in Tema GB’s wheelchair  
rugby squad.

Big screens at the Old Royal Naval 
College in Greenwich, General Gordon 
Square in Woolwich and at the Tudor 
Barn in Eltham showed much of the 
action, and even the weather was well 
behaved for the most part.

Among the audience watching the 
Proms was Anne-Marie Caddell from 
Thamesmead, and her friend Donna 
Spicer from Plumstead. Anne-Marie 
said: “Donna was one of the London 
Ambassadors for the Olympics and 
suggested we did something different. I’d 
never been to watch anything on the big 
screen before, and it was lovely to see all 
the different ages coming together. You 
don’t often get complete strangers coming 
up and talking to you, but I did there.”

THE Olympics and Paralympics made 2012’s one of the most memorable summers ever. Volunteers marked the end of 
the Games by attending the athletes’ victory parade in central London, and closer to home, the season was rounded off in 
Woolwich’s General Gordon Square with a showing of the Last Night of the Proms on the big screen...

RUBBING SHOULDERS WITH TEAM GB 

GIVE US A WAVE: Brian, Jacqueline, Donna, Anne-Marie 

MY BOY: Pauline Robinson-Baker with Olympian son Nick

An Olympic effort!

ADD VISORS: 
young Olympic 
fans sheild their 
eyes from the 
sun with Games 
volunteer
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Sophie Christiansen and fellow equestrian 
Zara Phillips – the Queen’s grand-daughter! 
Pauline was well positioned in seating 
reserved for the athletes’ families next to the 
statue of Queen Victoria by Buckingham 
Palace.

She told GT: “We were surrounded by 
Games Makers and there were people from 
the armed forces. The support from the 
crowd was phenomenal.  I was standing 
next to Sophie Christiansen’s parents 
and when I spoke to Nick he said he was 

standing right next to Sophie on the float 
which was a wonderful coincidence.”

For the Games 25-year-old Nick had 
competed in the men’s synchronised 
three-metre springboard event with diving 
partner Chris Meares. 

The pair had given a good performance 
and were placed fifth in the competition. 
And Pauline was there at the 2012 Aquatics 
Centre to watch it all and cheer on her 
son. She explained that Nick had originally 
started training at Crystal Palace as a junior 

becoming a national champion and then 
going on to compete internationally 
at 14 years old. The proud mum, 
who works at the Queen 
Elizabeth hospital said: 
“They were just shy 
of their personal 
best but it was an 
absolutely amazing 
day. We went with 
close friends from the US and from China 
so he had a big group of supporters. It was 
so special because it was based on home 
turf. It was wonderful to be a part of it all 
and I’m especially grateful to my employers 
and colleagues who made it possible for me 
to attend to support Nick and Team GB!”

TO be given the honour of being one of only 
six Paralympians chosen to take to the air at 
the opening ceremony was the final part of 
an incredible journey of the last few months. 
That night, 44 people took to the skies as 
aerial performers in the ceremony.

Four months earlier none of us knew each 
other. Now everyone is part of an extended 
family, having spent eight weeks at Circus 
Space training for it, and then another two 
months on sway poles, ropes, silks, hoops, 
and of course, my favourite the static trapeze. 
During that time I learnt more about life and 
limbs and what circus could and should be 
than I could ever have imagined. I learnt that 
there really is no such thing as ‘can’t’ and that 
there really is nothing you can’t make a joke 
out of.

I learnt that prosthetic legs are as technically 
complex as racing cars and that you should 
never ever put a deaf guy in charge of volume 
control - my ears still bleed at the memory. 
We have all said many times how much this 
opportunity has changed our lives. I have no 
doubt that we have also helped to change 
some of the lives of those wonderful people 
whom we have been privileged to work with. 

I lost my leg whilst on active service with 
the Royal Navy 34 years ago now, and have 
always been involved in sport as an athlete, 
coach, mentor, and ambassador.

The opening ceremony has been described 
with many superlatives, and for me even 
‘Epic’ just seems too small a word to describe 
being a part of the whole event. What made 

it even better was sharing the last part 
with friends like Marc Wood, and Tanni 

Grey-Thompson who I haven’t seen 
for decades. All the years fell away as 
we got straight back into the usual 
athletes banter.  

It was a unique moment in time and 
Bradley Hemmings and Jenny 

Sealey, our artistic directors 
had the vision to make it 

all happen. It’s been a 
wonderful summer, lets 

hope that this is a new 
beginning for the way 

in which disability is 
seen and talked 

about. 

THE Olympics and Paralympics made 2012’s one of the most memorable summers ever. Volunteers marked the end of 
the Games by attending the athletes’ victory parade in central London, and closer to home, the season was rounded off in 
Woolwich’s General Gordon Square with a showing of the Last Night of the Proms on the big screen...

The opening 
ceremony 
was so epic

RUBBING SHOULDERS WITH TEAM GB 

RUNNING MAN: Robbie flew in and hit ground running

...says Greenwich’s Robert Barrett, 
who was a 2012 Paralympics coach

SUPERHUMAN: 
Robbie in his 
closing ceremony 
costume

An Olympic effort!
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GREENWICH THEATRE
Anton’s Uncle. Tues Sep 25 - Sat Sep 29
Reworking of Anton Chekhov’s play. 7.30pm. 
£15/10 concs. 020 8858 7755

YMCA, ANTELOPE ROAD
Bringing up Britain. Thurs Sep 27
Open discussion about young people in 
Britain. 10am-1pm. FREE. 020 3260 7715

ST.ALFEGE’S CHURCH, GREENWICH
Concert Recital. Mon Oct 1
Live concert performance with sounds from 
Schumann and Purcell.
1.10pm. FREE. 020 8691 8330

ST. RICHARD’S HALL, CHARLTON
B.I.G Barn Dance. Sat Sep 29
Fundraising evening with live music and a get 
up and dance. 7pm. Tkts £7.50. 020 8853 2474

BOROUGH HALL
Ballroom Dance - Autumn term. Until Oct 22
Thomas Michael Voss teaches ballroom 
techniques. 7pm. From £63.  020 8293 9741

ARTIST Ben Oakley’s new exhibition is a 
‘quadrophenic’ affair..

Not to be confused with ‘quadraphonic’, it’s a 
description the multi-media man invented to 
encompass both the four-sided personality of 
the show, and also to mark the Mod elements 
that pepper the collection.

The 20 eclectic works are on at Oakley’s 
self-titled gallery on Turnpin Lane off 
Greenwich Market.

They comprise film, mosaic, acrylic and 
aerosol painted creations.

The exhibition is on at the gallery from 
October 6-21, with a preview night which is on 
October 5.

Open Thurs-Sun 11-6pm, Mon-Weds by 
appointment. E: info@benoakleygallery.com

TEMPERATURES were 
sent soaring when rock 
musical Rent came to 
town.

Bottom-baring, lap dances 
and gay and lesbian kisses were just a 
few items on the agenda. The show 
tackled some pretty intense themes: 
poverty, HIV and AIDS, and substance 
abuse. None of  which on paper, would 
make for a jovial musical. But luckily 
this was on stage, not on paper.

It was the West End brought to 
West Greenwich – the huge set a New 
York street, smoke cascading around 
the auditorium, mechanical sounds 
clanged from the speakers, trash cans, 
the floor colourfully emblazoned with 
the Stars and Stripes and a walkway 
with police tape. 

The cast took to their task with 
the energy of  a hutchful of  Duracell 
bunnies. The get-up was synonymous 
with the late Eighties and early 
Nineties – neon colours, big hair, cut 
up denims and leather numbers. “How 
we gonna pay last week’s rent?” got 
the ball rolling and set the issues. The 
deliberate disorder of  the cast on stage 
was captivating where fights ensued, 
drugs were being taken, people were 
keeling over and simulating vomiting 
and general rebellion came alive.

The drudgery of  their lives was 
eminent in the lyrics and their 
desperation of  their situation was 
cleverly padded out through the rock 
scores, ‘Will I’ questioning when they’ll 
wake from the nightmare that is their 
lives. The decay and dilapidation was 
palpable, however there was still a type 
of  hopeful innocence and optimism 
from the ensemble.

What four

THE FAN MUSEUM
England’s Green and Pleasant Land. Until 
Jan 2013. Exhibition exploring the English 
landscape on fans.  Tues-Sat 11am-5pm. £4. 
020 8305 1441

GREENWICH HERITAGE CENTRE
Children’s Saturday Club
10.30am-12pm. FREE. 020 8854 2452

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
Titanic Remembered. Until Sun Sep 30 
Last chance to see items from the 1912 ship of 
tragedy. 
10am-5pm. FREE. 020 8312 6608 

BOB HOPE THEATRE
Outside Edge. Weds Sep 26 - Sat Sep 29
Men battling with their sports team and love 
lives.
7.45pm. Tkts £9. 020 8850 3702

DISCOVER GREENWICH
Meet James Thornhill. Sun Sep 23
Visitors can meet the character who created 
the Painted Hall. 12pm onwards. FREE. 020 
8269 4799

LABAN THEATRE
Shobana Jeyasingh Dance Company - Classic 
Cut. Thurs Oct 4. Dance piece created by 
Indian choreographer.
7.30pm. Tkts £15/10. 020 8463 0100.

Red letter

YES WE CAN: the crushed aerosol cans are a trademark of work



15September 18 2012

Courtship and romance between HIV 
sufferer Mimi, played by Steph Fearon 
and fellow sufferer Roger, played by 
Edward Handoll, was endearing and 
evocative in their duet ‘Light my 
Candle’.  Her sex-kitten antics were a 
far cry from the saccharine auditions 
of  BBC show Over the Rainbow, which 
she’d been part of  earlier in the year.

Super-camp character Angel, played 
by Gary Wood represented hope and the 
despair. He was a peacemaker at times 
of  strife but also brought sadness as a 
sufferer of  AIDS. ‘I’ll Cover You’ was a 
heart-rending scene where all the cast 

got involved. Angel’s death brought a 
melancholic tone with candles placed 
all around the stage in darkness. An 
audience member beside me was in 
floods of  tears and clearly the show 
touched people on many levels and a 
majority of  the audience knew every 
word by heart.

Pop Idol winner Zoe Birkett brought 
the house down with her femme fatale, 
cabaret, eccentric character Maureen. 
The actress had a fantastic voice that 
was born for show business. It was like 
being on Broadway. 8/10

Grace Lipski

Rent brings the West End to West Greenwich

SHOW STOPPERS: Benjamin 
Stratton led a huge cast, and 

inset, Stephanie Fearon on the 
top of the set’s balcony  

 To enter a listing email
gnlipski@hotmail.
co.uk or call 020 
8921 3992

INDIGO2
CN Blue. Sat Sep 22
THE sound of K-pop, (Korean 
pop music), is an eclectic mix of 
electronic, hip-hop, dance and R’n’B 
and is a big hit on the internet. As 
a result, the genre has spurted a 
medley of artists on the scene. CN 
Blue, a four-piece boy band from 
South Korea are among one of the 
current creations to come onto the 
scene. Jung Yong Hwa, Lee Jong 
Hyun, Kang Min Hyuk and Lee Jung 
Shin make their visit for one night 
at the Indigo2. The lads formed in 

2009, releasing their debut album 
the same year, Now or Never. 
Originally starting with an indie 
sound, the band have evolved to 
have a traditional bubblegum pop 
buzz. The band have toured all
over Asia and been nominated 
and have won various awards in 
the region. In 2010 they won a 
second Melon Music award for best 
newcomer and in 2011 they won a 
first KOMCA music award for rock. 
CN Blue play at the Indigo2 on Sat 
Sep 22, 6pm, Tickets from £40.25, 
0844 856 0202, www.theo2.co.uk

Femmes 
Fatale

Red letter
Jazz singer Sarah 
  Moule tells PETER 

CORDWELL about 
her new show...
SHOW Sarah Moule your scars and 
she’ll show you hers.
We won’t meet the celebrated jazz 

singer until she performs Femmes 
Fatales - Songs for the Fallen, Wild 

and Wicked, at Charlton House 
on Friday, September 21, but a few 

minutes on Youtube (www.youtube.com/
gfmatv) is enough to put black ink over 

the pencilled-in date. 
“Don’t be ashamed 

if  you’re covered with 
scars, On this planet 
of  ours that’s the 
way we keep scores,” 

she sings.
Her show is about 

what we know, and 
what we don’t, about 
some of  Sarah’s 
favourite femmes 

– from Cleopatra 
to Mata Hari, from 

Salome to Judith, who 
cut off  Holofernes’ head 
(he should never have 
taken that penalty) – but 
she emphasizes that, 
while she’ll have to do 
the introductions, it will 
be the music that really 
matters.

“I wanted to find a 
place for my show about 
powerful and very 
famous women who are 
not always what they 
seem,” said Sarah. “The 
organiser, Louisa Le 
Marchand, liked the idea 
and booked it, although, 
to be honest, they’re not 
a particularly peaceful 
bunch. The idea is that 
the songs might be songs 
that they might have sung 
or thoughts they might 
have had.”

Sarah headlines the 
Global Fusion Music and 
Arts’ International Day 
of  Peace event from 7.30-
10pm. Sarah, not far away 
in Dulwich, was snapped 
up after wowing all and 
sundry as a late sub at 
GFMA’s International 
Women’s Day gig last 
year.

The subject matter is 

enough to give a Lee lad 
the sweats, but Sarah 
insists it’s not anti-men 
but a celebration of  what 
people think these women 
were or what they really 
were. “Those two things 
don’t always mean the 
same thing,” she said, 
with a twinkle in her eye 
(we were on the phone 
but you can picture these 
things). 

“They were all rule-
breaking women but the 
show is not anti-men in 
any way. Men are really 
attracted to very strong 
women but at the same 
time there are things they 
fear about them.”

Sarah’s inspirations are 
her composer husband 
and pianist Simon Wallace 
and legendary American 
lyricist Fran Landesman, 
who fought her last feisty 
fight last summer aged 83.

“I’ve been recording her 
songs for the last 10 years 
and made three albums 
with them,” said Sarah. 

“Lots of  people sing 
Simon and Fran’s songs. 
They got together once a 
week to argue their way 
to a conclusion. We do 
miss Fran. She was 80 
going on 18, she could be 
difficult but she was an 
extraordinary woman.

“Their songs are about 
things that are important 
to all of  us, not just about 
love, and Fran was a 
proper wordsmith.”

Tickets £8. Doors open at 
7pm. More info and tickets 

on 020 8858 9497 or 
www.wegottickets

FataleFataleFatale

WELL HEELED: 
Sarah performs 
at Charlton 
House later 
this week
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE

CALL GAYNOR
020 8921 5033

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE

CALL GAYNOR
020 8921 5033

ADVERTISE
YOUR

BUSINESS
HERE 

CALL GAYNOR 
020 8921 5033 

6 WEEKS
£99.00

The appearance of an advert in RGT does not mean that Royal Borough of Greenwich endorses the advertiser’s goods or services. While we will not knowingly run an advert that is untrue, we are not responsible for the accuracy of any advertising material
or the accuracy of the description of an advertised product or service placed in GT

CARPETS

CLASSIFIEDS
GOODS WANTED

GOODS WANTED

R J S
PLUMBING & HEATING

www.rjsplumbing.co.uk

MOST WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel:020 8855 6683
Fax only:020 8316 5460

020 8854 7754

Most Types of
Second Hand

Furniture Bought &
Sold

Handleyʼs of
Woolwich

ALL MAKES DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

INSTALLATIONS
WASHING MACHINES

DRYERS
FRIDGES / FREEZERS
ELECTRIC COOKERS
DISHWASHERS
32 YRS EXP

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
07788 511 980
07949 580 482

020 8850 1334

T.TA ELECTRICS
Installations &
Maintenance

NICEIC Approved Installer
Free Quote
Call Tony

020 8488 7425
07961 509 403
www.ttaelectrics.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN

PLASTERING

MULTI SKILLED
HANDY MAN

Plumbing. Heating. Bathroom
& Kitchen Fittings. Tiling
Laminated Flooring.

ALL TYPES OF WORK
07812 774 280
07588 356 130

020 8265 6735

CARPETS
& UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
NO FANCY PRICES.
EXPERIENCED
01322 551 463
07904 248 175

Mercedes A150  
5 Door Silver 

Hatch back 05  
1 Lady Owner 

Tax & MOT  
Body needs 

Attention  
Hence  £2,495  
07968 795 101

KITCHEN
BATHROOMS

APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

DRIVINGHANDY MAN

DAVID NASH
020 8265 5684 07768 458 196

david@nashplastering.com
nashplastering.com

Commercial & Domestic
Plastering, Screeding & Rendering

MAN AND VAN
Collections
Deliveries

House Clearances
Prompt service
07948 287 921
020 8301 5303

Blaze Transport
Removals

Delivery & Collection
EBAY & GUMTREE Collection

7 Days a Week
Local & Long Distance 
Prices from £20 
0208 851 6933 
07590 457380 

transportblaze@gmail.com

GASetc
BOILERS, FIRES, 

COOKERS 
INSTALLATIONS & 

REPAIRS.
LANDLORD 

CERTIFICATES.
24HR BREAKDOWNS.

COVERING MOST 
AREAS.

020 8310 1308
www.GAS-etc.co.ukwww.GAS-etc.co.uk

13088310020
AREAS.

COVERING MOST 
24HR BREAKDOWNS.

CERTIFICATES.
LANDLORD 
REPAIRS.

INSTALLATIONS & 
COOKERS 

BOILERS, FIRES, 
GASetc

PLUMBING

APEX
DECORATING

Interior / Exterior
Free estimates 
No job to small

All Areas
30 years experience

07950 831 668
01322 350 298

REMOVALSSCAFFOLDING
SCAFFOLDING
Any 2 Storey House Front
6m x6m 1 Level Boarded

Free 6 Week Hire Fully insured
£195.00

07930 640 555
020 8850 7160

WANTED VEHICLES

ALL SCRAP
CARS / VANS
BOUGHT FOR
CASH
DEAD OR
ALIVE!

LONDON & KENT
020 8852 0107
07949 119 978
7 DAYS AWEEK, 24 HOURS A DAY

SCRAP
CARS & VANS
BOUGHT FOR CASH

BEST PRICES PAID
EXTRA FOR ALLOY

WHEELS
DVLA DOCUMENTS

EXCHANGED
WE DO NOT SELL SPARES
RECOVERIES AVAILABLE
07540 105 453

020 8850 8033

GARDENING

DECORATING

TUDOR TOUCH

HOME CARE

WANTED

HOME SHOPPER
LOCKSMITH

COMPUTER REPAIR & DESIGN

FOR SALE

PLUMBING

MEETING

ACCOUNTS

GIVE US A CALL!!!
WE BUY ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES
ANY CONDITION ANY AREA

CALL ANYTIME
020 8659 8988

7 DAYS A WEEK
CARS & VANS

CLASSIC & UNUSUAL 
CARS ALSO WANTED

R & P Car Sales
£
C
A
S
H
£
C
A
S
H

£

£
C
A
S
H
£
C
A
S
H

£

ADVERTISING WEEKLY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

Best Choice
Accountancy Ltd
020 8857 5781

kitchen / Bathroom
Fitting. Tiling

Wooden Flooring.
Garden Patio Work.
Painting&Decorating.
General Repairs.
01322 556 977
07989 049 068

020 8

WANTED
All Household Furniture

House/Flat Clearance Wardrobes
Leather Sofas Washing Machines

Cookers Fridge/Freezers
Bought & Sold

Monday-Saturday
020 8469 0848
07831 831 162

gaynor.granger@
greenwich.gov.uk
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LOCAL GARDENER
WILD GARDENS

MOWING, STRIMMING,
HEDGE CUTTING
WEEDING, SHRUBS

FENCING,
PATIO CLEANING
CHEAPEST RATES
07941 419 157

01322 664 785

CLASSIFIEDS 020 8921 5033
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DECORATING

The appearance of an advert in GT does not mean that Royal Borough of
Greenwich endorses the advertiser’s goods or services. While we will not

knowingly run an advert that is untrue, we are not responsible for the accu-
racy of any advertising material or the accuracy of the description of an ad-

vertised product or service placed in GT
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Cross Quarter is an exciting regeneration 
proposal for the redevelopment of the former 
Nexan’s site and adjoining land to the north 
of Felixstowe Road, Abbey Wood.
The developers behind the scheme, Development Securities PLC, in 
partnership with Berkshire Investment Capital and Gallions Housing 
Association, have been working up plans for a comprehensive 
mixed use scheme comprising a Sainsbury’s supermarket, a range 
of new homes, hotel, start-up business units, a nursery/early years 
education facility and a landscaped public square.

Further information
If you have any questions or 
would like more information 
please contact:

Charlie Pooley 
M&N Communications
T: 020 7760 7529 
E: cqabbeywood@gmail.com
W: www.cqabbeywood.co.uk

Tell us what you think…
Your views count so please come and view the proposals 
and provide feedback at one of our public exhibitions. Members of 
the project team will be available to guide you through the exhibition 
and answer any questions you may have.

Public Exhibitions

Friday 21st September 
4.00pm-8.00pm
The Link Community Centre,
Under the Flyover, 
Harrow Manor Way, SE28 8BS
Saturday 22nd September 
10.00am-4.00pm
Abbey Wood Community Centre, 
4 Knee Hill, 
Abbey Wood, SE2 0YS

HARROW MANOR WAY

REGENERATING THE HEART OF ABBEY WOOD

Abbey
Wood
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W

E R
O
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Book now for 
Christmas supp  
call Gaynor on  
020 8921 5033  

or Nicola on  
020 8921 5572 
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Follow Royal Greenwich
on twitter @Royal_Greenwich

Not getting your copy of Greenwich Time?
Call distribution on 020 8447 0200 or  

email  bev@letterboxdistribution.com
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Get on the list
First, you’ve got to be on the housing waiting list to join the scheme.  
If you’re not, register an application on line at  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Find your applicant number  
It will be on the letter you’ve already had from the Royal Borough  
of Greenwich about the new scheme. You’ll need that number and  
the reference number of the property you’re after, which will be on  
the advert.

Pick out your ideal property  
by looking in Royal Greenwich Time or regularly checking the website:  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes
Click on your preference on the website. If you don’t have a computer, you 
can always use one for free in either your neighbourhood housing office, 
library or UK Online centre.

Apply in one of two ways  
●  Phone the 24-hour hotline 020 8921 4340. It’s an automatic push-

button system and calls will be charged at the normal local rate, or
●  Via the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s website  

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

How do I apply?

Housing applicants are placed within ‘Bands’ according  
to the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s policy for letting 
homes. Your band information is on the letter that the 
Council sent you when you registered, or when your 
circumstances changed. Property adverts say which band 
can apply and any other criteria. When all the bids are 
received, the property is then offered to: For properties 
advertised for band A and band B - the applicant who has 
had this priority status for the longest time. For properties 
advertised for band C applicants - the applicant who has 
been registered on the Council’s list for the longest time.

How the lettings policy works

1

2

3

4

Edition 305

The next edition of GreenwichHomes will be available 
on Wednesday 26 September 2012 at midday and will include 
any Housing Association properties when available. Closing date for all 
applications for this issue is midnight on Sunday 23 September 2012.

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

BAND
A  is for applicants in unsatisfactory housing, including 

people moving due to demolition and those 
underoccupying their homes. 

B  is for applicants the Royal Borough of Greenwich 
must prioritise according to the law, particularly 
homeless people, and others with an urgent need 
to move for medical or welfare reasons. 

C  is for all applicants on the housing register, 
including those that are in priority bands A and B.

24-hour hotline
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Only 
priority 
applicants 
can apply
for Bands 
A&B Ref Number: 170005

Blann Close SE9 
1 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No Pkg
Pref to over 50.
£90.72pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170737
Fuchsia Street SE2 
2 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H
£88.31pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170565
Warner House 
Russet Way SE13
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Lifted Ent ph Rad C/H
£87.35pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170729
Meridian House 
Azof Street SE10
2 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H
£101.80pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170349
Dyson House 
Blackwall Lane SE10
3 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Rad C/H
£107.51pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170445
Restons Crescent SE9 
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H
£86.51pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170446
Bissextile House 
Bliss Crescent SE13
2 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H
£101.02pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 168344
Ravine Grove SE18
1 Bed 4th Floor Flat
Lifted. Entry phone 
Gas Fire & Rad C/H
No Pkg.   
£86.43pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170449
Bolton House 
Tuskar Street SE10
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Combi Boiler & 1 Rad
£94.77pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170453
The Oaks SE18
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Lifted  Rad C/H
£91.17pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170734
Edington Road SE2 
2 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Gdn Rad C/H
£88.10pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170505
Middle Park  
Avenue SE9 
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted 
Rad C/H No Pkg 
£89.73pw Bands A&B

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

Bands A & B  
Priority Applicants

Fewer Bands A&B priority applicants have been bidding 
for advertised properties in recent weeks. 

Please note that if you do not bid on a regular  
basis you risk losing your priority status. 

Please contact the office if you need help in bidding.

Next Edition 
306

available on 
Wednesday 

26 
September 

2012

Important 
Notice

Please note 

the closing 

date to 

register your 

bids for 

advertised 

properties 

will be 

every 
Sunday 

at midnight

Mutual Exchange 
Swapping your home
Council and Housing Association Tenants can exchange 
their property with another tenant. From April 2006 
applicants who have registered for a mutual exchange 
will be able to find suitable swaps through the 
Greenwich Homes website  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

For more information about this scheme contact the 
Allocations Team on

020 8921 2941

No Photo
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Anyone on 
the housing  
list can 
apply for 
these 

Choice hotline 020 8921 4340

Rsl allocations 
policy applies 
to Housing 
Association 
properties

Ref Number: 170645
Tivoli Gardens SE18
Bedsit Grnd Floor Flat
Combi Boiler & 1 Rad
£69.85pw Band C

Ref Number: 170705
Lamport Close SE18
1 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No Pkg
£81.19pw Band C

Ref Number: 170727
Frances Street SE18
2 Bed 9th Floor Flat
Lifted Rad C/H
£91.75pw Band C

Ref Number: 170728
Crystal House 
Spinel Close SE18
1 Bed 4th Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H 
£87.59pw Band C

Ref Number: 170739
Tivoli Gardens SE18
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Rad C/H
Min 1 chld any age
£86.42pw Band C

Seaside and 
Country Scheme
This scheme offers one and two bedroom 
flats and bungalows on the Coast and in the 
countryside, in the South East and West of 
England.

In order to be considered you must be:

•  A Council or Housing Association tenant
•  At least 60 years old (if someone is 

moving with you they must be  
over 55 years old).

Your removal costs will be met if you are a 
Council tenant and you do move to a Seaside 
and Country home.To register, or find out 
more about the scheme, contact the Access 
and Allocation section on Tel: 020 8921 2941

If you are a Housing Association tenant you 
need to contact your landlord to register. 
Further information is available from the 
scheme management organisation at  
www.housingmoves.org

Ref Number: 170447
Azile Everitt House 
Blendon Terrace SE18
2 Bed 11th Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No Pkg
£110.68pw Band C

Ref Number: 85486
Tarves Way SE10
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No pets
£182.87pw Bands A&B

L&Q Housing TrustL&Q Housing TrustL& Q Housing Trust

Affordable Housing Affordable Housing Affordable HousingAffordable Housing

Affordable 
Homes 
Please note 
any Housing 
Association 
properties 
advertised in 
this way will 
have a higher 
rent charge

Ref Number: 170804
Webb Court
Attlee Road SE28
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No pets
£140.3pw Band C

If you are bidding for  
houses under Band C  
you must have 1 child 

under 16 years

Applicants 
over 50+  
can apply

Ref Number: 170347
Darland House 
Bexley Road SE9 
1 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H No Pkg
£87.12pw Band C

Ref Number: 170805
Wrottesley Road SE28
2 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Gdn Rad C/H
Entry phone 
£152.39pw Bands A&B

Ref Number: 170806
Kingsley Court 
Byron Close SE28
2 Bed 1st Floor Mais
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H No pets
£166.15pw Band A&B

GreenwichHomes 
adverts

Greenwich Time is now being 
published 50 weeks a year and 

is delivered to all residents. 
GreenwichHome adverts are 

included in every issue.

No Photo

No Photo

Gallions HA

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

Important 
Notice

Please note the 
closing date to 

register your bids 
for advertised 

properties will be 
every Sunday 
at midnight.
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Choice hotline 020 8921 4340

property listings continue overleafwww.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes
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26/09/2005
15/04/2009
20/04/2012
26/08/2009
11/06/2009
15/04/2008
14/03/2012
25/10/2011
17/04/2009
09/03/2011
05/07/2006
05/03/2011
18/05/2012
30/04/2008
14/04/2006
12/06/2012
24/05/2012
23/09/2011
10/10/2011
19/05/2008
23/04/2012
18/08/2008
04/09/2011
19/04/2012
22/05/2012
28/01/2004
20/02/2012
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390
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28
40
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18
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54
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This is what happened to the homes advertised in issue 302
Address Bed- Property No of  Reg date of Band 
 rooms Type Bids  successful app 

Mutual Exchange Swapping your home
Council and Housing Association Tenants can exchange their property 
with another tenant. From April 2006 applicants who have registered 
for a mutual exchange will be able to find suitable swaps through the 
Greenwich Homes website www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes. 

For more information about this scheme contact the Allocations Team

020 8921 2941

For information  
or assistance 

Contact our Allocations Team 
on: 020 8921 2941

Email: housing-allocations@ 
greenwich.gov.uk

Choice hotline 020 8921 4340

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

Important 
Notice 
Changes to the rents and 
tenancies of some advertised 
housing association properties.
Affordable Housing 
Currently the rent level for the properties 
you see advertised in Greenwich Homes is 
significantly lower than full market rents in 
private sector housing.

From now you will now be seeing some housing 
association properties advertised for higher rents, 
up to eighty percent of the market rent. These 
rents will also include the service charge that you 
will need to pay for the property. We will use 
the phrase Affordable Housing on the adverts to 
help you identify these properties.

Please note the Council will continue to 
advertise all the homes it owns at the 
standard rent level. 
You can bid for properties advertised as 
Affordable Housing in exactly the same way 
as for other advertised properties. If you are 
successful the housing association may want to 
check you have enough income to pay the higher 
rent, whether you are working or on benefits. If 
you are currently a housing association tenant the 
rent you pay on your present home will not be 
affected by this change.

Fixed term tenancies 
You will also notice that the tenancies for 
Affordable Housing and some other housing 
association properties may now be for a shorter 
period than the present lifetime tenancies offered 
by housing associations. The phrase Fixed term 
tenancy will be used in the adverts to identify 
these properties. The tenancy details will be 
explained to you if you are successful when you 
view the property. 

Please think about these changes when 
bidding for an Affordable housing 
property and make sure you can afford 
the home that you choose.

Whinchat Road  SE28 0EA
Fairlawn Court Fairlawn  SE7 7DR
Inverine Road  SE7 7NL
Kingsman Street  SE18 5QF
Penmon Road  SE2 9PH
Gavin House Plumstead High Street  SE18 1SP
Haddo House Haddo Street  SE10 9SG
Watergate House Rectory Place  SE18 5RP
Sandham Point Armstrong Place  SE18 6RL
Caletock Way  SE10 0HW
St Domingo House Leda Road  SE18 5QP
The Course  SE9 3JA
Maitland Close Greenwich High Road  SE10 8UF
Ravine Grove  SE18 2NE
Ampleforth Road  SE2 9BD
Ravens Way  SE12 8HA
Renbold House Blissett Street  SE10 8UT
Shrewsbury Lane  SE18 3JJ
Watling House Woolwich Common  SE18 4HP
Penmon Road  SE2 9PH
Ospringe Court Alderwood Road  SE9 2LD
The Link  SE9 3AX
Clendon Way  SE18 7DT
Upton Road  SE18 2TW
Antelope Road  SE18 5QG
Eynsham Drive  SE2 9QZ
Nightingale Vale  SE18 4EN
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PINT-sized sport fans were treated to a visit by 
Olympic Silver medallist Gemma Gibbons last week 
(pictured left). 
Gemma, who achieved silver in the under 78KG 
Women’s judo finals, called in at Ealdham Primary 
School in Eltham last Tuesday. 
The 25-year-old is a niece of Karen Gibbons, one of 
the school’s early years practitioners.  She visited the 
children to show them her medal and to answer their 
questions in a special assembly.  Karen said: “The 
children were enthralled by her story of how she 
became involved in the sport and her perseverance 
in training and overcoming obstacles to achieve 
Olympic standard.”

Glad tidings 
from Gemma

Street party is 
twice the fun
THE annual community  celebration of 
the Ashburnham Triangle Association 
coincided with the end of the Paralympic 
Games, giving residents a double reason 
to party.
Royal borough Mayor David Grant opened 
the street party accompanied by his wife, 
the Mayoress Ann Grant, and Greenwich 
West Ward councillor and local resident 
Maureen O’Mara. 
Locals enjoyed a BBQ and other stalls 
including plants, second-hand books and 
bric-a-brac.  Entertainment included face 
painting, a bouncy castle, juggling lessons, 
dance class and craft skills. 
There was live classical, gospel and rock 
and roll featuring local talent of all ages.
ATA chair Robin Stott said the strong 
community spirit was a major driver of 
the annual street party and other ATA 
initiatives.
Money raised from the street party will 
help to fund good causes in and around 
the triangle, including support for the 
Ashburnham Grove hostel and tree and 
shrub planting. The association’s recently 
redesigned and relaunched website was 
also funded from funds raised by the street 
party.

Follow Royal  
Greenwich  
on twitter 
@Royal_Greenwich
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“Earlier this year we had the chance 
to bid for the sand that has come to us 
from LOCOG. It actually stems from 
a conversation I had six or seven 
years ago with someone who is now 
with Volleyball England - and he 
said it would be great to have beach 
volleyball locally.

“Yes, it is quite a coup for Samuel 
Montagu. We’re one of six projects 
that can boast about having sand 
from the iconic venue. We got £60,000 
to build the surrounds as part 
of the legacy from Sport 
England.

“In all, it has cost £130,000 
plus VAT. We’re hoping to 
join a London league and 
there will be community 
use as well, of course.”

Visions of Speedo-clad 
competitors will fade 
as the sport carries on 
throughout the winter. 
“It’s a serious, proper 
Olympic sport,” said 
Megan, “and we’ll also be 
looking to develop beach 
football, beach rugby and 
even beach tennis, which 
will just be volleys. 

“We had some sessions 

the other weekend and we’re having 
more and playing it a bit by ear. I 
think we’ve been very lucky to get 
this and we’re all very excited.”

Montagu member Shane Holcroft, 
11, told GT: ‘It’s wicked and will 
inspire people to get into volleyball, 
and it doesn’t matter who comes - 
they will all be welcome.”

Bethany Freeman added: “It’s 
unique. It’s a bit of a shame we had 
to get it in autumn but we’ll still use 
it and I think we are very lucky to 
have it.” 

Cllr Peter Kotz, cabinet 
member for culture and 

creative industries, 
told GT: “What a 
marvellous and 
very unusual 

legacy for the 
borough. As 
we’ve enjoyed 
the Olympic 
and Paralympic 
Games, we 
couldn’t help but 
notice the diversity 
of the sports as well 

as the athletes. I’m 
sure the facilities will 

be a great asset to the 
borough.”

From page 24    

Horse Guards Parade 
legacy for Kidbrooke

HAVING A BALL: 
Gabriela Iacob 
and left, eight-
year-olds Ebony 
and Zoe enjoy 
some outdoor fun

Horse Guards Parade 
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The sands of time

SAND from Horse Guards Parade 
– the iconic Olympic venue – has 
found its way to Greenwich!

Nine hundred tons - 45 lorryloads 
- have been laid for beach volleyball 
at Samuel Montagu Youth Centre in 
Broad Walk, Kidbrooke.

The legacy coup was pulled off by 
director Megan Packham and her team. 
“We had three unused tennis courts 
that were falling into disrepair and we 
thought what better way to refurbish 
them than with sand from the Olympic 
venue,” Megan told GT.

by Peter Cordwell

Turn to page 23    

Olympic beach the 
Games legacy for 
Kidbrooke youth NET GAIN: volleyball fans 

test out the new courts
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