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New leisure 
centre 
planned for 
Woolwich

by Dick Townsend-Smith

PLANS for a brand new leisure centre 
in the heart of Woolwich town centre 
are being drawn up as part of the 
council’s long-term vision for the area.

The proposal for the new facility was 
agreed at a recent meeting of the council’s 
cabinet and will see the new centre built 
on the site currently occupied by the local 
Wilkinson store. 

When building works are completed, 
residents will benefit from being able to 
undertake a wide range of sport activities 
from a brand new, bigger and easily 
accessible facility. New features such as 
cafes and play areas will be introduced to 
make it a family friendly space, alongside 
more traditional features such as a multi-
use sports hall and squash courts.

Wilkinson have confirmed that they 
will stay in Woolwich but will relocate to 
another town centre site.

The plan forms a central plank of the 
Woolwich Masterplan – the overall vision 
for the town centre aimed at promoting 
economic growth and regeneration.

Woolwich is undergoing a rapid 
transformation, with a new Crossrail 
link due to open in 2018. The latest plans  
would make an important contribution to 
breathing new life into the town.

They offer the chance to encourage 
more shoppers to Woolwich by attracting 
more people into the town to use the new 
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GREENWICH AND WOOLWICH
Nick Raynsford MP (Lab)
Email nick.raynsford.mp@parliament.uk or write to 
Nick Raynsford MP,  House of Commons, London 
SW1A OAA
Call the office in advance on 020 7219 5895 to  
register for a surgery (lines are open Monday- 
Thursday 10am-12pm & 2-4pm).
2nd & 4th Fridays of the month, 7pm at 
32 Woolwich Road, Greenwich SE10 0JU.
2nd Saturday of the month, 11am at Charlton 
House, Charlton Road, Charlton SE7 8RE.
2nd Saturday of the month, 2pm at West  
Greenwich House, 141 Greenwich High Road,  
Greenwich SE10 8JA.
4th Saturday of the month: 11am at the Barnfield 
Project, Oak House, Barnfield Road SE18 3UH.
4th Saturday of the month, 2pm at Woolwich Town 
Hall, Wellington Street, Woolwich SE18 6PW.

ELTHAM
Clive Efford MP (Lab) clive.efford.mp@parliament.
uk  Call for an appointment at the following month-
ly surgeries on  020-8850 5744 between 11am and 
3pm Mon-Fri.
1st Tues: Anstridge Community Centre, Anstridge 
Rd. SE9, 10am-11.30pm
1st Fri: Horn Park Community Centre,  
96 Sibthorpe Road, 11am-12.30pm
2nd Sat: St Mary’s Community Centre, Eltham High 
Street, 10am, and 4th Friday of the month at 6pm. 
3rd Tues: Middle Park Community Centre,  
150 Middle Park Avenue,
11am-12.30pm
3rd Fri: Coldharbour Neighbourhood office, library 
entrance, William Barefoot Drive, 11am.
4th Sat: Shrewsbury House, 10am, Bushmoor 
Crescent

ERITH & THAMESMEAD
Teresa Pearce MP (Lab)
All surgeries are booked by appointment by  
calling 020 7219 7068 or write to Teresa Pearce MP, 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, or email 
teresa.pearce.mp@parliament.uk
Four advice surgeries each month: the 1st Saturday 
of the month in Thamesmead, the 2nd Saturday of 
the month in Erith, the 3rd Friday of the month in 
Northumberland Heath and the 4th Friday of the 
month in Abbey Wood. 

GLA MEMBER 
Len Duvall (Lab) is the GLA member for  
Greenwich and Lewisham. Write to Len Duvall, 
GLA,City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA; 
phone 020 7983 4517; or email  
len.duvall@london.gov.uk

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Contact your MEP at the UK Office of the European 
Parliament on 020 7227 4300.

GREENWICH COUNCILLORS
Contact Members’ Services on 020 8921 5151 for 
information on the surgery times for your councillor.
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Write to: GT Letters, Communications Team, 
Woolwich Centre, Wellington Street, SE18 6HQ 
or email greenwichtime@outlook.com with  
your full address (not for publication). We  
reserve the right to edit any letters received.

Thanks for such a 
proactive response

OUR Star Letter writer wins a £30 
gift card to spend at Sainsbury’s 
Woolwich (open until 10pm Mon-Sat 
plus refunds on customer parking 
charges at checkouts on minimum 
spend £10). Find your closest store or 
shop online at www.sainsburys.co.uk

THANK you for 
publishing my letter 
a few weeks ago. I 
have just received the 
Sainsbury’s gift card as 
a result of  winning the 
previous week’s star 
letter - thank you so 
much, very handy!
I would also like it to 
be known how much 
the visit to my home 
impressed and surprised 
me (I almost choked on 
my toast!). 
I would have thought it 
very rare for a council to 
make the effort to listen 
to its residents in this 
way, very impressive!
I will look into ways 
to go forward with my 
quest for a less-littered 
Plumstead.
I may do it with 
neighbours etc or, as 
you so kindly gave me 
information about it, go 

down the Environment 
Champions route.
I am settling in really 
well, as I am new to 
the area, the people of  
Plumstead are kind,  
considerate and nice.
Once again thank you 
very much. 
 Lena Williams, Plumstead 
l A council spokesperson 
said: “Thanks for your 
letter Lena. We’re delighted 
that you found the visit 
by members of the street 
cleansing team beneficial. 
We hope that the home 
visit will help assure you 
that the area will be kept 
really clean and tidy in 
the future.” If anyone else 
would like to make any 
suggestions about how we 
can work together to keep 
the borough clean, we will 
happily ask a member of 
the street cleansing team to 
contact you.

THE following meetings take place 
at the Town Hall, Wellington Street, 
unless stated otherwise. 

March 25 - Sustainable 
communities and transport scrutiny 
panel, 7pm committee room 4
March 26 - Full Council, 7pm, 
Council Chamber
March 27 - Healthier communities 
& older people scrutiny panel, 
6.30pm, committee room 4

Children &Young People scrutiny 
panel, 7pm, committee room 6
March 31 - Licensing review sub 
committee, 6.30pm, committee 
room 6
April 1 - Planning Board, 6.30pm 
committee rooms 4&5
Health&Wellbeing Board,2pm
Long Walk local housing panel 
Abbey Wood local housing panel

April 2 - Licensing sub committee A, 
5pm committee room 6
Overview& Scrutiny, 7pm, 
committee room 6
April 8 - Best value review team: 
accessing affordable housing, 7pm 
Committee room 4
April 9 - planning board, 6.30pm, 
committee rooms 4 & 5 
April 16 - Cabinet, 7pm, committee 
rooms 4 & 5

ROYAL BOROUGH MEETINGS
More information on  
020 8921 5130 or at  
www.royalgreenwich.
gov.uk/meetings

All meeting dates and 
times are subject to 
change. 

We would advise you to 
check before you travel.

Pic Spot... send yours to greenwichtime@outlook.com

JOANNA MORONEY: I live in City Peninsula. This is the view from my balcony - a sunrise over the Thames Barrier

I’ll do 100 mile bike ride this 
year - somewhere!
MANY thanks for your 
excellent double page 
spread ‘It’s Time To  
Get On Your  
Bike,’ (February 11). 
There’s no excuse 
now for people of  
any age or ability 
not to get out and 
start cycling. Thank 
you for your very nice 
article on me.
Since publication, I have been 
notified by RideLondon that 
I have not been successful in 
winning a place in the ballot for 
their event. 
I am gutted! 
However, losers are invited 
to write a piece in no more 
than 140 words explaining 
why they deserve a place in 
RideLondon, which takes in 
a route of  100 miles round 
London and Surrey ridden by 

Olympians in 2012.
I have written in, but I 

have only a very small 
hope of  success.
Whatever happens, 
I will complete a 100 
mile ride this year 
with my cycling club 

and am already in 
training.

This is the challenge I have 
set myself  this year.

Caroline Hall 
Blackheath

winning a place in the ballot for 

Blackheath
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Bigger and better leisure centre 
for Woolwich moves step closer

MOST schools would be delighted if one 
celebrity turned out to open their new 
sports faciilties.

But at Timbercroft Primary School last 
Friday, dozens of well-known faces from the 
world of sport could be spotted.

That’s because the children combined 
raising money for BBC’s Sport Relief, for 
which they were asked to come dressed as 
sports stars, with the opening of their multi-

use games area (MUGA). Welling United 
manager Jamie Day attended the opening, 
along with the Mayor of the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich, Cllr Angela Cornforth.

The school, in Plumstead, has been using 
the area, which has basketball hoops and 
football goalposts, since the turn of the 
year after raising the money itself.

School administrator Paul Nichols 
explained: “We’ve been yearning for 

something like this for a couple of years. 
“It was all installed just before Christmas 

and we began using it just after.”
The blue-surfaced facility replaces part of 

the playground and will be used at break 
times and for PE.

It was used during the day for sponsored 
activities to raise funds for Sport Relief. 
Another activity on the day was a 
sponsored silence.

HAPPY SPORTS: 
The children 
can now enjoy 
lots of different 
sports on their 
multi-use areaSpot the superstars!

£3.4m for schools improvements
NEW boilers, windows and roofs are 
among improvements that will take place 
in 10 primary schools in the next year, 
after councillors agreed to a £3.4 million 
maintenance programme.

The improvements – agreed by the 
council’s cabinet last Wednesday – are the 
latest phase in an ongoing programme of  
investment by the council.

The improvements will play an 
important part in reducing carbon 
admissions and enabling schools to 
reduce their energy bills.

Roofs will be replaced at Rockcliffe 
Manor, Cherry Orchard and James Wolfe 
primaries.

Water pipes will be replaced at 
Alderwood and heating and hot water 
boilers at Heronsgate, while Brookland 

will have alarm system renewed. 
Rewiring of  the main teaching block will 
take place at Woodhill while the roof  and 
window replacements will take place at 
Deansfield and Timbercroft. Kidbrooke 
Park will also gain new windows.

The investment in building 
improvements takes place alongside the 
royal borough’s programme to expand 
the number of  school places to meet the 
needs of  a growing population. 

Cllr Jackie Smith, cabinet member for 
children and young people, said: “It’s a 
high priority for us to ensure that our 
children have a modern, comfortable 
environment in which to learn, while 
our teachers and other school staff  also 
have a right to a comfortable working 
conditions.”

centre with all the main 
amenities and attractions 
in one place. 

The new leisure centre 
would provide a high-
quality building right at 
the gateway to the town, 
opposite the main public 
transport stops of Woolwich 
Arsenal and the DLR station 
and the main bus hub.

Cllr Peter Kotz, the 
council’s cabinet member 
for culture and creative 

industries, said: “This is all 
about building a brilliant 
and modern leisure centre 
for Woolwich which will 
have all the same facilities 
and family focus as the 
current Waterfront Centre. 

“Like the Waterfront, 
it will offer a brilliant all-
round sport and leisure 
facility but in a newer up to 
date building. 

“The Waterfont Centre is 
enjoyed by nearly a million 
customers a year, but its 
location on the fringe of the 

town centre and across a 
very busy road is far from 
ideal.

“Bringing users into the 
heart of  Woolwich, and 
into a brilliant brand new 
building, makes sense for 
them as well as the town as 
a whole.”

The nest stage is to carry 
our feasibility studies and a 
consultation with users. 
l The existing Waterfront 
leisure centre will remain 
open until the new facility 
is fully operational.

From page 1    
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 Help them realise their potential as well as your own

We are London’s biggest provider for trainee teachers , placed across some of 
Greenwich’s best Primary schools.

You could receive a bursary or salary to help you get started and have access to 
outstanding practice in teaching and learning in partnership with the University of Greenwich.

Find out more about how you can train and work in local schools by coming to our open 
evening on Wednesday 2 April at 7pm.

Book a free open evening place online and find out more:Book a free open evening place online and find out more:
www.heronsgate.greenwich.sch.uk/school-direct                                      020 8317 0809
*DfE 2013-2014 School Direct Training Programme in London

*

Train to teach 
with Heronsgate Primary School
School Direct
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Gardening 
skills to be 
taught at 
new centre

GREEN FINGERS: 
Left from back, 
Mark Lumsdon-

Taylor from 
the centre, Cllr 
Denise Hyland 

and apprentices 
Thomas Woodcock 

and Jordan Fuller

Cultivating jobs

BUILDING work has begun on a new 
borough skills centre, which will 
help open doors for people wanting 
to work in parks and open spaces.

The Horticulture Skills Centre, on 
Shooters Hill, is part of  one of  four skills 
centres in the borough. 

It will be the second half  of  the 
Horticulture and Equestrian Skills 
Centre, being run in partnership with 
Hadlow College, and due to open later 
this year.

Courses will be offered in landscaping, 
parks and open spaces management, 
horticulture, green-keeping and laying 
sports turf. 

There will also be the chances to do 
courses to become licensed for using 
chainsaws and other machinery.

The centre will run introduction courses 
and apprenticeship training, courses for 
people who want to work for themselves, 
and up-skilling courses for those already 
in the industry. 

It is the latest in a set of  pioneering skills 
centres being set up by the council to give 
residents the chance to be trained for 

sectors which have good job prospects. 
Those already established are the Digital 

Skills Centre on the Greenwich Peninsula 
and the Catering and Hospitality Skills 
Centre at Charlton. 

Last November, the council also voted 
to set up a construction skills centre in 
Kidbrooke.

Jordan Fuller, 19, and Thomas 
Woodcock, 20, are already training for 
a career in horticulture with Hadlow. 
They are on a 15-month apprenticeship 
with the council’s Parks and Open Spaces 
department and are studying for an NVQ 
qualification in horticulture.

Thomas said: “It’s a healthy career, 
getting outdoors and not being in an office. 
There’s always something different to do 
as the work is driven by the seasons. 

“I’m doing tree surgery and it’s really 
hard work. I’d never realised before how 
necessary tree surgery is and how much 
goes into maintaining trees. And I really 
like the contribution we’re making. It’s 
about keeping the borough tidy, safe and 
presentable to members of  the public.”

Jordan added: “I liked the idea of  an 
apprenticeship and I liked the idea of  
gardening. A lot of  my family work in 
this area, so I’ve already done a lot of  

landscaping. I am hoping to become an 
arborist, so I’m doing my qualification.

“I really would recommend doing 
horticulture as there’s so much work out 
there, not just here but abroad.”

The equestrian centre, formally opened 
by HRH The Princess Royal in December, 
already has local students studying 
courses in equine care and management.

Cllr Denise Hyland, the cabinet member 
for regeneration, enterprise and skills, 
said: “The reason we’re making this 
investment in our skills centres, and 
choosing partners like Hadlow, is that  
they will offer our residents very real 
sustainable career paths. 

“Hadlow has excellent links with 
industry and anyone studying in the 
new skills centre will have a great 
chance of  getting long-term employment 
afterwards.

“We believe the best way to fight poverty 
and to improve people’s long-term 
prospects is through employment. 

“We’re opening skills centres in sectors 
that we know offer excellent chances to 
get a job and build a career – whether 
that’s in the digital industry, hospitality 
and catering, construction or land-based 
and equestrian industries.”

by Dick Townsend-Smith

View latest jobs with the 
council and local schools

PAYMENTS

SERVICES

CONTACTS

GetOnline
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Find us on

Set up your regular Council Tax 
payments online

Find your local councillor and see 
the borough-wide Ward map
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RESIDENTS from across 
the borough are being 
encouraged to try out 
seven sports on Monday 
(March 31), at the launch 
of Woolwich United - a 
project to bring different 
communities together.

The Waterfront Leisure 
Centre, Woolwich, will host the launch 

CELEBRATING THEIR SPORT: Two youngsters enjoy sailing

PLEASED TO MEET YOU: Players enjoy a handshake before a match

by Ian Lamont

of  the integration through sport scheme, 
from 6-8pm.

The sports on offer will be sailing, 
rugby, football, dance, cricket, basketball 
and athletics, with programmes running 
over 15 months in four wards - Woolwich 
Riverside, Woolwich Common, Glyndon 
and Charlton.  

The project, aimed at people aged 14 
upwards and throughout adulthood, has 
been set up by a £150,000 grant from Sport 
England and government funding, after 
the royal borough’s bid was put together 
by Charlton Athletic Community Trust 
(CACT).

Greenwich was the only London borough 
to receive the funding, with other projects 
being carried out in Manchester, Kirklees 
and Luton.

Other funders include the royal 
borough, Greenwich Leisure Limited  and 
Greenwich Dance and  Charlton Athletic.

Dance has been included because it 
plays a strong part in most cultures and 
was found to be the second most popular 
activity after football in a survey of  50,000 
14-year-olds.

Venues for the 15-month programmes 
of  activities will be the Waterfront, the 
Greenwich Islamic Centre, The Gambia 
United Society, the Royal Arsenal Academy, 
Ahoy sailing centre, Somali Education and 
Cultural project (Clockhouse Community 
Centre), Crown Woods School, Durkan 
Oval, Glyndon Community Centre and 
Woolwich Common Community Centre. 

Cllr Peter Kotz, the royal borough’s 
cabinet member for culture and creative 
industries, said: “There are a great many 
different cultures in our community. 
Sport is a fantastic way of  learning skills 
such as teamwork. This project is an 
excellent way of  bringing people from 
different backgrounds together when 
they otherwise might not have met, then 
using the bonds built through sport to 
break down social barriers, with the idea 
of  bringing communities together in 
different ways.”

All united 
by sport
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For more style, choice and individuality
Look no further than Kidbrooke Village

Only 15 minutes from London Bridge*
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Delivered in proud partnership with:

Proud to be a member of  the 
Berkeley Group of  companies

www.kidbrookevillage.co.uk   Call 020 3581 3553
50 acres of it 

is part of 
Kidbrooke Village

Our Vision. Your Future.

In the last ten years, 
The Berkeley Group has 

created 436 acres of 
public open space

Sales & Marketing Suite and Show Homes now 
open daily 10am to 6pm (Thursdays until 8pm) 
Weigall Road (off  Kidbrooke Park Road) 
London SE3 9YY

Appointed agent:

New release of apartments and show apartment at Meridian Gate
Launching 5th and 6th April

With a collection of  contemporary apartments nestled between the newly created Cator Park and 
established Sutcliffe Park, these homes offer a unique blend of  village living and London luxury.

Manhattan Suites, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments

Council Tax Annual Billing and Housing 
Benefit and Local Council Tax Support 
Notification Letters

In March we will be sending out your annual Council Tax Bill.  In addition every 
resident who receives Housing Benefit and/or Local Council Tax Support will receive 
their annual notification.  This means that in excess of  135,000 letters will be sent to 
residents of  the Borough.  

When you receive your Council Tax Bill and if  you have a query on it please go to:- 
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/counciltaxannualbill

You will find a list of  frequently asked questions. In most cases you will be able to 
resolve your enquiry quickly and easily by choosing from this list.

As we are expecting a high volume of calls and in order to assist customers to get 
through quickly and easily we will be extending the opening of  our phone lines to 
Saturday mornings between 9:00am – 1:00pm on the following Saturdays: 

Saturday 15 March 2014

Saturday 22 March 2014

Saturday 29 March 2014

For queries relating to your annual Council Tax Bill please call 020 8921 4147

For queries relating to your Housing Benefit and/or Local Council Tax Support award 
please call 020 8921 4900. 

We appreciate your patience during this busy time of year.

OUTSTANDING in 
every way. 

That’s the official 
verdict from government 
inspectors on Eglinton 
Children’s Centre in Paget 
Rise, Woolwich.

The centre offers services 
such as health and 
development checks, post 
and ante-natal classes and 
parenting advice. 

It also provides fun 
activities and a toy library, 
creative arts sessions and 
coffee mornings.

Ofsted inspectors said 
it is  ‘outstanding’ for the 
way it delivers services 
to families with young 
children , the quality of  
them, and how the centre 
is led and managed.  It is 
the first children’s centre 
in the borough to be rated 
‘outstanding’ in every 
category.

Ofsted inspectors 
described centre head, 
Maggie Carney, as “an 
inspirational leader.” 
She said: “I am delighted 
with the outcome of  our 
inspection, which reflects 
the hard work of  all who 
work and engage with the 
centre. This includes our 
families and their young 

children, and a range of  
professionals and services 
providers. 

“I believe the centre 
encompasses all that is 
teamwork in meeting the 
needs of  our community, 
and I thank everybody 
involved.”

They added: “The success 
of  the centre in delivering 
outstanding services is the 
way in which it has helped 
to significantly improve 
the life chances of  the 
most vulnerable families 
in the most disadvantaged 

communities.”
The centre is planning 

a big celebration to mark 
the Ofsted report on 
Wednesday, April 2, with 
parents, children, staff  
and special guests taking 
part.

Cllr Jackie Smith, the 
royal borough’s cabinet 
member for children’s 
services, said: “Eglinton 
Children’s Centre is a 
major success story, and 
such centres are key to the 
success of  early help for 
children and families.”

FULL PROGRAMME: Fun outdoor activities as well as cookery courses and  
sewing classes help parents gain new skills and confidence at the centre

Family friendly
Ofsted ‘outstanding’ for children’s centre
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Dr Bike mechanics will be in Woolwich, 
Greenwich and Eltham on the following dates, 
providing FREE bike checks and tune ups

The council is providing a FREE  
Dr Bike maintenance service over  
the next 4 weeks to help people  
get back on their bike this spring.

DR bike

pop 
up

If you any questions please contact greener@royalgreenwich.gov.ukwww.royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Saturday 29th March  
General Gordon  
Square, Woolwich 

Sunday 30th March 
Cutty Sark Gardens, 
Greenwich

Saturday 5th April 
General Gordon  
Square, Woolwich

Sunday 6th April 
Cutty Sark Gardens, 
Greenwich

Saturday 12th April 
Passey Place,  
Eltham

Sunday 13th April 
General Gordon  
Square, Woolwich

Saturday 19th April 
General Gordon  
Square, Woolwich

Sunday 20th April 
Cutty Sark Gardens, 
Greenwich

between 11am and 5pm

Water way to 
enjoy new site!
OLYMPIC diver Tom Daley helped make it a 
‘splashing’ day out for these youngsters from 
Woodhill Primary School in Woolwich.

The Year 4 and 5 pupils were paying a visit to 
the London Aquatics Centre after it opened its 
doors for public and community use. 

Woodhill Primary was one of the first schools 
to go for a swim session at the world-class 
facility.

On their way into the centre they bumped 
into Olympic medal-winner Daley, who 
stopped for a photograph with them.

Children took part in a fun aqua splash 
session designed to build their confidence in 
the water. 

Musab, from Year 4, said: “It was an 
experience of a lifetime. I have never seen such 
an interesting building shaped this way.” 

Classmate Sherif said: “The inflatable 
obstacles were great fun. They were hard to 
climb but we helped each other.”

Destiny, from Year 5, said of the centre: “It 
made me feel alive. There was so much 
space and the s u r r o u n d i n g s 

were beautiful. 
You can see 

the Olympic 
S t a d i u m 

while you 
swim.”

Entertaining
greeters

OUR HERO: The 
children with 
Tom Daley

PERFORMING artistes who would 
like to entertain visitors to the Royal 
Greenwich Tall Ships Festival in 
September can start applying to the 
royal borough.

Street entertainers are needed to 
perform around the Tall Ship venues 
from September 5-9. 

Performers can include  
Acapella groups, small bands - duos 
and trios and Pop Up street theatre 
performers.

Ideally, performances should be 20 to 
30 minutes, be portable, and take 5-10 
minutes to set up. 

Programmes should be  suitable for 
outdoors, family groups, international 
audiences and environmentally friendly. 
Organisers have received a good response 
and are still looking for good rock, folk, 
and shanty performers as well as unique 
street performances which would suit the 
event.

The Falmouth to Royal Greenwich Tall 
Ships Regatta  will see up to 50 tall ships 
set sail on August 28. They will be moored 
along the Greenwich waterfront for a 
four-day festival which will be the biggest 
tall ships regatta in London for 25 years.

Thousands of  visitors are expected for 
the event organised by the royal borough 
and Sail Training International to 
celebrate the borough's martime history. 
l To express an interest and receive an 
application form, email: Artsgreenwich@
royalgreenwich.gov.uk with the subject: 
Tall Ships Music and Street entertainment.

Euro grants 
for green 
themed 
innovations
THE eighth Postcode Lottery Green 
Challenge opened last week on March 
10. The competition is aimed at start-up 
entrepreneurs with business plans to 
combat climate change. It’s organised by 
the Dutch Postcode Lottery which works 
for a greener, fairer world by supporting 
charities in the Netherlands and abroad.
The winner of the annual international 
gong will receive €500,000 to develop his 
or her product or service and deliver it to 
the market and an additional €200,000 is 
available for one or two runners-up. 
For a chance to win, a product or service 
must have the potential to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by an amount 
you can roughly estimate, be developed 
enough to execute and be viable as a 
usable product or service within the next 
two years. 
l Entries can be submitted at www.
greenchallenge.info by June 3.

Scouts seek leaders
CHARLTON Scouts are appealing for new 
leaders to guide them on their adventures.
Anyone who can help the 51st Green (St 
Luke’s) Scout Group can contact Group 
Scout Leader Gwen Zammit on 020 8856 
7373.
Beavers and Cubs (aged six to 10) recently 
met Greenwich and Woolwich MP Nick 
Raynsford who came to talk about being 
an MP. 

Artistes wanted to meet tall ships visitors

STORY IN A SONG: singing group Swing the Lead will be 
singing sea shanties for the tall ships event
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ALL the stops will be pulled out 
during English Tourism Week next 
week to encourage people to visit 
Royal Greenwich.

Local firms, such as gift and souvenir 
shops, restaurants, pubs and cafes, will be 
able to get expert advice to help boost their 
tourist trade from Visit Greenwich, the 
borough’s new destination management 
company.

The company runs informal sessions, 
called Welcome Wednesdays, to meet 
businesses and talk about helping them. 

The next one is on Wednesday, April 30, 
at the O2, starting with a walk over the 
structure’s roof. The events are usually 
on the last Wednesday of  the month.

Visit Greenwich was set up in 
partnership with the council and local 
visitor attractions. They include Royal 
Museums Greenwich, the Old Royal Naval 
College (ORNC), Greenwich Market, the 
O2, Thames Clippers, Greenwich Heritage 
Centre, Royal Blackheath Golf  Club, 
the Thames Barrier Visitor Centre, the 
Greenwich Tavern, and the Greenwich 
Tour Guides Association.

Visit Greenwich’s partners have offered 
to host the monthly events, so businesses 
interested in the tourism economy can go 
along and find out more. 

The aim is to increase the numbers of  
visitors and their length of  stay, helping 
to boost the local economy and to create 
more jobs.

This year is a landmark one for events, 
with the Tall Ships Festival in September. 
The borough is also commemorating the 
centenary of  the First World War, as well 
as the 300th anniversary of  the discovery 
of  longitude, with exhibitions and events 
at Royal Museums Greenwich and the 
ORNC.

In 2016, the new London City Cruise Port 
at Enderby Wharf  is set to welcome up 
to 100 ships per year, providing a steady 
stream of  visitors from abroad. 

New hotels being built will double the 
number of  rooms available. 

Visitors can get expert advice about 
the attractions on offer by making the 
Tourist Information Centre in Cutty Sark 
Gardens their first port of  call. 

There is a wide range of  leaflets, maps 
and guidebooks and people can buy 
tickets to attractions as well as fast-
track tickets to some of  London’s major 
visitor attractions and West End theatre 
shows. The centre also sells Oyster cards, 
National Express coach and river services 
tickets.

Barrie Kelly, Visit Greenwich’s chief  
executive, said: “Our aim is to ensure that 
Greenwich makes the most of  everything 
it has to offer. I am thrilled to be leading 
Visit Greenwich in realising the immense 
visitor potential that this world-class 
destination has. 

“I’m looking forward to working with a 
dynamic team and partners, who I know 
will help grow the market significantly. 

“With recent hotel development, and 
more in the pipeline, Greenwich is an 

ideal base for a short break - and being 
just 10 minutes to central London adds an 
extra selling point for our destination.” 

Cllr Chris Roberts, leader of  the royal 
borough, said: “The borough has a wealth 
of  visitor attractions which help to bring 
in more than 18 million visitors a year 
and £774 million to the local economy. 

“We look forward to working with 
Visit Greenwich to further improve 
our standing as a world-famous visitor 
destination for the benefits of  residents 
and visitors alike.”
l Greenwich Tourist Information Centre 
is open 10am-5pm daily. Visit www.
visitgreenwich.org.uk/tourist-information-
centre
Local businesses can find out more about 
Welcome Wednesdays by emailing info@
visitgreenwich.org.uk

Boost your tourism
by Dick Townsend-Smith Expert advice on hand for firms

FIRST STOP: Greenwich’s 
Tourist Information 

Centre was voted visitor 
information provider of the 

year by Visit England

Follow Royal  
Greenwich on twitter 
@Royal_Greenwich
Greenwich on twitter
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Working in partnership with

Connecting graduates 
to major employers  
in Central London

London Works is a recruitment agency for 
graduates which has links with a large number of 
major employers in Central London. If you are a 
graduate living in the Royal Borough of Greenwich, 
registering with GLLaB will give you access to these 
opportunities. GLLaB has a dedicated recruitment 
consultant working alongside the London Works 
team to promote Royal Greenwich graduates.

 
To find out how to register, visit  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/GLLaB 
or send your CV and cover letter to   
graduate-opportunities@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

For more information about London Works,  
visit www.london-works.comWorking in partnership with

Finance  -  Legal  -  Admin

Blood simpleWORK has begun to 
improve and revamp the 
facilities at Charlotte Turner 
Gardens in Deptford. 
It’s the final stage of a 
scheme to transform the 
gardens, on McMillan 
Street, and the nearby 
Twinkle Park in Borthwick 
Street, into a family-friendly 
village green and park for 
local people. 
The refurbishment will bring 
improvements including  
a new-look seating area, 
a grassed central play 
area, the development of 
an apple orchard and the 
re-installation of a row of 
cherry trees. 
The park’s petanque court 
will also be improved, table 
tennis facilities will be 
installed and a fitness trail 
will be extended.
There will also be a play 
area for toddlers within a 
fenced-off dog free area. 
It will feature a wrecked 
Viking ship, complete 
with figure head facing a 
sea monster and a sloped 
wooden deck will be ringed 
by boulders designed to 
provide clambering and 
climbing facilities. 
Local sculptor Richard 
Lawrence has been 
contracted to work with 
young people from Hughes 
Fields & Henrietta Young 
People’s Project and the 
Armada Community 
Centre Parents & Children’s 
Arts Group to design the 
decorative elements.
Due for completion in mid-

April, the project is being 
led by the Twinkle Park 
Trust with funding from 
the Trust and the Veolia 
Environmental Trust.
Plans for the building and 
improving the gardens and 
park have been developed 
in consultation with 
local residents, schools, 
community organisations 
and the royal borough. 
Twinkle Park Trust 
coordinator Carol Kenna 
said: “We are so glad that 

the wait for this much-
needed work is now over.
“The new play area will 
provide a valuable facility 
for Deptford, providing a 
focus where children can 
interact, have fun, use their 
imaginations, and exercise.
“Enhancing the planting 
will also encourage greater 
wildlife, particularly birds 
and insects and improve 
the look of the park. We 
can’t wait to see the work 
finished.”

PLANNING AHEAD:  sculptor Richard Lawrence and young people of Hughes 
Fields & Henrietta Young People’s Project work on the plans for the park

Locals start work on 
village green at
community garden  

THE launch of new community 
blood clinics means patients will 
have both shorter travelling times 
and shorter waiting times when 
they need to have blood tests done. 

The clinics have been set up by the 
NHS Greenwich Clinical Commissioning 
Group.

The CCG is providing a total of  33 new 
blood services clinics in the community.

They include a hospital-based service, 
and clinics at 15 GP surgeries, nine 
pharmacies and a local dental surgery.  

It means a range of  clinic locations and 
opening times across the borough  for 
patients who need blood tests or those 
who need blood-clotting services.

The new clinics will complement the 
current service provided by Lewisham 
and Greenwich NHS Trust at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) in Woolwich 
for patients who either need a hospital-
based service or choose to attend hospital 
for their blood tests.  

Patients will be able to choose from 
13 new blood-testing clinics and 20 new 
clinics offering blood-clotting services. 

Local GP and chair of  NHS Greenwich 
CCG Dr Hany Wahba said: “We developed 
the new services after talking to patients 
who told us that they do not want to go to 
hospital unless they really need to, and 

that they want better, faster access to 
blood-testing.  

“We have acted on this vital patient 
feedback which means patients will have 
easier, faster access to blood services 
closer to where they live or work. 

“And we are excited that a raft of  
new providers, including GP surgeries, 
pharmacies and a local dental surgery, 
will now join QEH in providing blood 
services.”

Cllr John Fahy the royal borough’s 
cabinet member for adults and older 
people said: “The royal borough is 
committed to working with local NHS 
provision and the Greenwich CCG to 
deliver high quality health services for 
residents. 

“I’m pleased that better, faster access 
to blood-testing is being delivered as a 
result of  direct consultation with local 
residents. Greenwich patients will see 
improvements in both the quality of  
blood services and more choice over 
where and when they access the services 
as a result of  this decision.”
l A list of the blood services options 
will be available on the Greenwich CCG 
website at www.greenwichccg.nhs.uk 

New community clinics mean shorter 
distances and waiting times for tests

by Dan Stephens 
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CHEQUE-ING: main pic, Lance Bombardier Susie Pearce, Royal Artillery Band musician, with children at Deansfield Primary. Left,   
Lt Col Bob Christopher, Commander of the Woolwich Barracks, presents a cheque for the Islamic Youth Centre to Dr Tariq Abbasi

Free short qualification courses starting this Spring at Greenwich Community College, 
designed to launch your career in a range of skills:

•  Carpentry
•  Childcare
•  Community Development
•  Electrical Engineering

•  Hospitality and Catering
•  Motor Vehicle Maintenance
•  Paediatric First Aid
•  Supporting Teaching & Learning in Schools

Greenwich Community College, we’ll give you the skills you need to get a job!

For full course details and how to apply, please call 
020 8858 2211 or visit www.gcc.ac.uk

All courses lead to Greenwich Community College qualification courses starting from September 2014.

The Skills
Springboardo Applicants need to be 

aged 19 or over to apply.

Hurry, l
imited spaces available!

Courses start fro
m May 2014

THOUSANDS of pounds have been given to 
local organisations by the Army’s Charity 
Fund in Woolwich.
Dr Tariq Abbasi from the Islamic Youth 
Centre in Plumstead Road received a cheque 
for £750 from Lt Col Bob Christopher, 
Commander of the Woolwich Barracks earlier 
this month. Dr Abbasi matched the amount 
with a further £750 and both donations were  
matched by Lord Mohamed Sheikh so the 
youth centre received a total of £3,000.  
The army charity fund also presented a £500 
cheque to Greenwich and Bexley Hospice.  
Deansfield Primary School in Rochester Way, 
Eltham, received £750 to go towards travel 
and accommodation cost for children going 
on a school trip in July. And the fund is giving 

£1,000 to the Limited Edition Cycling Club in 
Eltham Park North, to help buy two cycles for 
its Riding for the Blind/Disabled scheme. The 
bikes will be handed over on Armed Forces 
Day on June 28.
Major Gerry Porter from the Royal Artillery in 
Woolwich, who manages the fund, said: “We 
raise money throughout the year, which goes 
into our charity fund. Already this year we 
have made donations of £500 each to Royal 
British Legion branches at Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood, and the Eltham and Well Hall, 
with £300 to the Army Benevolent Fund.
“We are a very diverse community in 
Greenwich, and we need to make sure that 
our funds can be made available to every part 
of the community.” 

Army presents 
charity fund 
community gifts
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THE royal borough’s plans  to 
commemorate the centenary of 
the Great War were launched 

in great fanfare at the Greenwich 
Heritage Centre.

Local people whose relatives served - and 
died - in the conflict came together to share 
information and memories.

Backed by a £10,000 grant from the National 
Lottery, the project is researching the names 
carved on local war memorials. The aim is 
to find out more about the lives behind the 
names, and bring their stories to life again.

Families are being asked to work with the 
museum and share what they know about 
the ancestors they lost in the four-year 
conflict, one of the bloodiest in the UK’s 
history with horrific casualties on all sides. 
Heritage Centre experts are working with 
volunteers, and families to build a picture of  
local life during the war years.

As part of its regular Museum Late 
programme, the Heritage Centre at the 
Woolwich Arsenal stayed  open for the 
evening on Thursday, March 13, so people 
could find out more about the Family Stories 
of the Great War project. 

Visitors included Angela Narcisi from 
Thamesmead and husband Neil. Angela’s 
great-great uncle, Gunner Arthur Merridan 
from the Royal Field Artillery, was killed in 
action on April 20, 1918, just seven months 
before the war ended. She said: “The 
Merridan family lived in Walmer Road, 
Plumstead, and Arthur was one of eight 
brothers who served, and was the only one 
to be killed. It would be nice if  we could 
have a war memorial in Woolwich with all 
the names of local people on it. The only 
mention of my great-great uncle is in the 
Book of Remembrance at Shooters 
Hill Memorial Hospital.”

A touring exhibition will be 
created at the end of the project, 
which will go into local schools 
and public buildings.

Also at the launch were 
members of the Progress 
Estate residents’ association 
in Eltham. Originally 
called the Well Hall 
Estate, the Progress 
was built in 1915 to 
house arms workers 
needed at the 
Woolwich Arsenal. 

The association is 
planning to mount 
a centenary 
plaque in the 
Progress Hall, as 
well as producing 
commemorative 
gifts and is 
working with the 
borough’s heritage 
service to develop 
their plans.
• For more 
information about 
the Heritage Centre 
project visit www.
royalgreenwich.gov.uk/
heritagecentre 

Standing guard   
TWO sentries in First World War ‘Tommy’ 

uniforms stood guard at the doors to the launch 
event. Jason Momitre and Terry Harley, both 
volunteers at the nearby Firepower! museum, 
challenged visitors with the bayonets with 
their Lee Enfield rifles. They included the 
Mayor, Cllr Angela Cornforth, Cllr Peter Kotz, 
the council’s cabinet member for culture and 

creative industries, and seven-year-olds Jayla 
Ulin and Jayden Kandeh from Woolwich. The 

rifles were in service with the British Army, in 
different versions, from 1898 right up until 1956. 

The sentries also recreated an authentic recruiting 
station for would-be soldiers to sign up (far right).

DICK TOWNSEND-SMITH reports on the launch of a special Heritage Centre project 
which is using real life stories to build a picture of local life during the Great War 

World war web

CLUES TO THE PAST: Angela Narcisi and husband Neil came with 
information of her great great uncle Gunner Arthur Merridan

NEVER FORGET: 
crowds gather 
around the 
Eltham war 
memorial at St 
John’s church 
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Saving the past 
for the future

A  UNIQUE  song all about the women who worked in the munitions 
factory at the Royal Arsenal was performed at the launch event by 
local choir the Woolwich Singers. 
Called ‘She Works at Woolwich Arsenal Now’, the music hall romance 
by Robert Donnelly is about a woman called Florie who gets a job at 
the arsenal while her beau and his chums are off at war. 
The Woolwich Singers community choir revived the song with its 
stirring lyrics and rousing chorus.
(Below right) Representing the thousands of nurses who served 
during the Great War was Nurse Hermione Godfrey 
(actress Nichole Bird) from the Red 
Cross Voluntary Aid Detachment, 
who nursed for  the Royal Army 
Medical Corps at field hospitals on 
the Western Front. There were 9,000 
nurses when the war started. By 1916 
there were 31,000.there were 31,000.

during the Great War was Nurse Hermione Godfrey 

nurses when the war started. By 1916 

DICK TOWNSEND-SMITH reports on the launch of a special Heritage Centre project 
which is using real life stories to build a picture of local life during the Great War 

THREE members of Holy Trinity Church in 
Eltham (pictured left) told visitors about 

the church’s unique memorial chapel to 
the First World War’s Gallipoli campaign. In 
total, 43,750 allied soldiers died and at least 
85,000 Turkish soldiers lost their lives.
The chapel is the only one of its kind in 
the world. It has been used for an annual 
Gallipoli memorial service every year since 
1921, and a fund has been launched by the 
congregation to refurbish it in time for the 
campaign’s centenary on April 25 next year.
Project team member John Towey said: “We 
help organise lectures about Gallipoli and 
are raising money to restore the chapel, 
which was dedicated in 1917. For many 
years the Turkish ambassador used to come 
here to take part in the memorial service.”  
l More details are at www.ht-e.org.uk

A small, overgrown cemetery is all that 
remains of the Blue Cross Kennels, 

which began life in 1899 as a kennels for 
the pets of army officers.  
The Blue Cross acquired them at the 
end of WWI to house dogs brought back 
by families returning from abroad.  The 
kennels finally closed in 1958.  
A group of dog walkers, called the Friends 
of the Pet Cemetery, is working to restore 
the historic pet cemetery in Hornfair Park 
and are keen to hear readers’ memories 
about the site on Shooters Hill Road, or 
memories that have been passed down.   
Secretary Jean Patrick said: “Our objective 
is to tackle the very neglected cemetery. We 
want to put in new benches and planting, 
and make it a sanctuary and a tribute to the 
men and women who went to war.  
“Many dogs went abroad as military 
working dogs, and when they came back 
they went into quarantine at the Blue Cross 
Kennels. We are researching the headstones 
in the cemetery.  
“Some have registration numbers on 
them, and one of them is for a soldier’s 
pet monkey! They are mainly for wartime 
dogs and some got the Dickin Medal (the 
animals’ ‘Victoria Cross’) for bravery and 
their contribution to the First World War.”World war web
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LEGIONS OF POPPY SELLERS: 
Members of the Charlton and 
Blackheath branch of the Royal 
British Legion, Georgina Savva, 
Ann McGrath and Anthony Potter 
told visitors about their work

Hospice Great  
War open day 

FAMILIES who have inherited First World War 
stories and souvenirs are invited to a ‘Children 

of the Great War’ open day at the Greenwich and 
Bexley Community Hospice on Bostall Heath. 

Interviewers and digital archivists from the 
Age Exchange charity and Oxford University 

will record and photograph information 
and objects  between 11am and 4pm on 

Wednesday April 9.  To find out more 
about the project, please visit 

www.age-exchange.org.uk

Music Hall tribute 
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To enter a listing email
greenwichtime@outlook.com 
or call 020 8921 5916

GREENWICH THEATRE
March 26-29  - The Centenary Company 
presents Iolanthe. Performances: Wed- Fri - 
nightly at 7.30pm; Saturday 2pm and 6pm
Tickets: £13, £15.50, £18.50 (concessions 
£2.50 off top price); all Wednesday tickets £13; 
Saturday family ticket: £48. 
March 30 -  The City and Iris presentd by Glass-
Eye Theatre, 7.30pm, tickets £16 concs £11.
April 1-5 - Momo, by Michael Ende - A little 
girl’s world is turned upside down when the 
Men in Grey start stealing her friends. For 
children over seven.  7.30pm, Weds matinee 
1pm, Sat 2.30pm. £16, concs £13.50.  
Box office: 020 8858 7755, visit www.
greenwichtheatre.org.uk

ROYAL GREENWICH HERITAGE CENTRE
Royal Photographic Society Overseas Chapters 
2013 Exhibition - until March 29, 9am-5pm 
Tues-Sat. FREE
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/heritagecentre 

CHARLTON HOUSE
Free Friday lunchtime concerts until March 28, 
1pm. Classical music in the Old Library.

ST ALFEGE’S CHURCH
An exhibition of St Alfege, who was 
martyred in 1012. Until  April 20, 
11am-4pm.

Theatre’s eye for 
talent-spotting 

SECOND RUN: The Glass-Eye Theatre company returns to 
Greenwich with The City and Iris later this month

WACKY inventors, star-
gazing scientists and 
historic explorers will 
figure in a new exhibition 
that opens at the Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, 

at Easter.
Royal Museums Greenwich 

has commissioned eight British 
‘steampunk’ artists to create works 
inspired by the technical inventions 
that were presented to the Board of  
Longitude between 1714 and 1828. 

The exhibition features both 
fantastical inventions and real historic 
objects - blurring the boundaries 
between art and science, fiction and 
fact.  

Called Longitude Punk’d, it includes 
specially-created pieces by steampunk 
luminaries Robert Rankin, Lady 
Raygun, Herr Döktor, Dr Geof, Emily 
Ladybird, Major Thaddeus Tinker, Lady 
Elsie, Yomi Ayeni and Wyn Griffiths.

 Standing in the Meridian Courtyard 
and opening the door to the alternate 
realities of  Longitude Punk’d will 
be ‘The Globe of  Dislocation’, all 
that remains from the crash of  time-
travelling airship ‘The Prime Landing’, 
devised to navigate between alternate 
universes.  

Visitors can then step inside the Sir 
Christopher Wren-designed Flamsteed 
House, and discover the captivating 
array of  Steampunk curiosities 
displayed throughout its grand, 
historic surroundings as guided by 
The Commodore – a character created 
by renowned novelist Robert Rankin. 
On display will be opulent and ornate 
apparel inspired by the night sky 
including gowns, headdresses, and a re-
imagining of  Nevil Maskelyne’s noted 
silk observing suit, and outlandish 
contraptions purporting to solve the 
Longitude problem.

Steampunk novelist and illustrator 
Robert Rankin said: “For me it is an 
absolute honour to be chosen to exhibit 
my work at the Royal Observatory and 
to exhibit it alongside such artistic 
luminaries as Dr Geof  and Herr Döktor, 
whose work I deeply admire.”

To coincide with Longitude Punk’d, 
the Royal Observatory Greenwich 

A YOUNG theatre company is asking its 
biggest supporter, Greenwich Theatre, to take 
a well-earned bow.

The Glass-Eye Theatre company is currently 
on tour across the UK and with a date in 
Canada booked for May.  They call in to 
Greenwich on March 30 with their production 
The City and Iris and they’re thanking the 
Crooms Hill theatre for its part in their success.

“Greenwich Theatre have been amazing and 
we simply wouldn’t be doing all this without 
their help,” said Glass-Eye Theatre’s artistic 
director Cath Johnson.

“They provide us with rehearsal space and 
James Haddrell - the theatre’s artistic and 
executive director, has mentored me in things 
like funding, marketing and tour booking.”

With just a red rope as a prop, The City and 
Iris was a big success at Greenwich last year 
and returns on March 30, before it goes on to 
feature in the Ottawa International Children’s 
Festival in May.

James Haddrell, Greenwich Theatre’s artistic 
and executive director, said: “Glass Eye is a 
great example of a young company with a 
really strong artistic vision and an exciting new 
way of telling a story without a set or props. 
Our role is to identify young companies like 
this who are full of talent but don’t have the 
experience of the industry to develop their 
work.”

The City and Iris is at Greenwich Theatre on 
March 30. Tel: 020 8858 7755 (1-6pm, Mon-

Sat) or visit www.greenwichtheatre.org.uk 

HATE CRIME
You are not alone

Don’t suffer harassment or  
intimidation alone - we can help.

Have you experienced:
Harassment, Verbal Abuse, 
Intimidation, Threats, Physical 
attacks, Graffiti, Arson / fire,  • 
Violence, Damage to property

These are hate crimes. 
If you think or know it was 
because of: Disability, Religion, 
Faith, Race, Sexual orientation, 
Gender identity

To speak to someone who can help put a stop to hate crime call us now in compete 
confidence or email talk@stophateuk.org. In an emergency call the Police on 999
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THE 108-year 
chronology of 
the borough’s 
top team may 
not have the 
trophy-laden 
past of some 
of London’s 
clubs, but 
Charlton 
Athletic: 
A Pictorial 
History 
(pictured) is a 
compulsive 
read 
nevertheless. 
Crafted by 
local historian and 
Addicks fan David Ramzan, the book works 
well as either an introduction to younger 
fans whose memories begin in the modern 
Curbishley era, or older ones, who will be 
particularly interested in the many striking 
images of famous Charlton moments over the 
years. 
All the key moments in the club’s history are 
documented, from the very early formative 
years, through to FA Cup success in the 1950s, 
to the recent ups and downs of League 1 and 
the resurgence under Chris Powell. The most 
important club legends like Sam Bartram and 
Jimmy Seed are celebrated alongside some of 
the more quirky moments in Charlton’s rich 
history. Particularly interesting is the chapter 
on the dark days of the exile from the Valley, 
complete with the now infamous notice 
telling fans of the switch to Selhurst Park 
illustrating the section. A detailed look on the 
journey from and back to the Valley is a timely 
reminder to fans about the significance of 
not only the club to the local community, but 
the hard work of so many in ensuring that its 
future could be bright. 
There’s enough to keep fans of both Charlton 
and general football interested and is a must 
for diehard supporters.  

Charlton Athletic: A Pictorial History by 
David C. Ramzan is published by 

Amberley and is priced at 
£14.99

  Dan Stephens

 

GREENWICH&BEXLEY COMMUNITY HOSPICE
Children of the Great war open day in association 
with Age Exchange, April 9, 11am-4pm, 185 
Bostall Hill, Abbey Wood.Tel: 020  8320 5812.

GREENWICH
FREE exhibition by Royal Photographic 
Society member John Probert April 22- May 6,
The Cave, Linear House, Peyton Place, 
Greenwich SE10 8RS, M-F 9am-5pm / Sat-Sun 
11am-5pm, www.rps.org

BOB HOPE THEATRE
Wythfield Road, Eltham, presents Thoroughly 
Modern Millie - March 26-29. Eves 7.45pm, 
Sat mat 2.30pm. Tickets £9-£13.50, concs 
available. 
March 30 - Comedy at the Bob Hope Theatre, 
7.30pm. £10 on the door, £8 pre book
Box office Tue-Sat 10am-1pm 020 8850 3702 
or online at www.bobhopetheatre.co.uk

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM 
Turner & The Sea, until April 21, 10am - 5pm. 
www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/events/turner-and-
the-sea

THE QUEEN’S HOUSE, GREENWICH
War Artists at Sea - FREE exhibition showcasing 
1st and 2nd World War art until Feb 2015,  
10am – 4.30pm. Visit www.rmg.co.uk
 

ROYAL GREENWICH HERITAGE CENTRE
Royal Photographic Society Overseas Chapters 
2013 Exhibition - until March 29, 9am-5pm 
Tues-Sat. FREE
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/heritagecentre

BLACKHEATH HALLS, LEE ROAD
Lunchtime recital: March 31, 1.10pm
Caroline Foulkes, soprano; Mark Farrall, clarinet 
and Tessa Marchington on piano.
FREE, retiring collection for benefit of 
Blackheath Halls, www.blackheathhalls.com 

CLOCKHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Woolwich singers choir rehearsals. A 
community choir  meeting on Wednesdays 
from 6.30-8pm, with the aim of singing 
together, meeting new people and having fun. 
No audtion to join. £2 a session.

GREENWICH LIBRARIES 
Eltham Centre Library - Thurs, April 3, 2-3.30pm 
- meet author Megan Hopkinson who talks on 
how the East End has changed over 100 years.
Eltham Entertains - Weds April 9, 7-9pm -  with 
John Wingham. Listen to  WW1 Poets - Voices 
from the Front with actors from the Bob Hope 
Theatre. Woolwich Centre Library Weds April 
9, 1-3pm - illustrated talk by author Kristina 
Bedford about the History of Woolwich. 

All ages of 
the Addicks

will be hosting an events programme, 
including sci-fi screenings in the Peter 
Harrison Planetarium and a Steampunk 
ball.  

The exhibition is part of  the Longitude 
season at Royal Museums Greenwich, 
together with the National Maritime 
Museum’s major exhibition, Ships, 
Clocks & Stars: The Quest for Longitude 

opening on July 15 and From Stars to 
Satellites at the Royal Observatory 
Greenwich Astronomy Centre, which has 
just opened.

The exhibition runs from April 10 to 
January 4 next year. Visit www.rmg.co.uk

DICK TOWNSEND-SMITH  meets a group of innovative 
artists who are stepping back in time to predict the 
future at a new Royal Observatory exhibition

Sci-fi fantasists

GREENWICH MARKET
THE historic market is hosting a series 
of  spring-themed workshops and 
events for all the family including:
l Workshop for Mothers’ Day gifts on 
Sat, March 29
Make a card or a photo frame with your 
own photograph in it. Pick your own  
Posy.
l Easter Eggstravaganza in Greenwich 
Market April 18-21. Easter bonnets, 
Morris Men, chocolate egg decorating 
and card workshops. 
l St George’s Day - Weds, April 23

George and the Dragon fun in 
Greenwich Market for kids of all ages.  
British craft market.
l Park It in the Market, April 24
Classic car and bike meet. Shopping, 
food and family fun from 7.30pm
l Craft and Design Focus  May 2-5. A 
four-day craft and design special event 
showcasing work by some of London’s 
most talented designers – workshops 
and exhibitions. 
The market is open Tue-Sun 
10am-5.30pm.  Visit www.
greenwichmarketlondon.com

chronology of 

local historian and 

the Addicksthe Addicks

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS: Steampunk artists prepare for the exhibition, 
right,  a solar system inspired head dress by Jema Hewitt aka Emilly Ladybird.
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Meet and greet date 
for visually impaired
THE Thomas Pocklington Trust, which 
offers housing and support for people 
with sight loss, is holding a Meet and 
Greet Event for those who are blind and 
visually impaired, next Wednesday. 
The day will give people the chance 
to plan the activity programme for 
the Trust, such as outings to London 
landmarks and local attractions, sports 
and leisure activities, arts and culture 
workshops and centre-based events.
It will take place from 10am-noon at St 
Alfege Church Hall, Greenwich Church 
Street, Greenwich. 
For more information contact the Trust 
at et@pocklington-trust.org.uk or call 020 
8090 9275.
 

Students stage 
dinner for MS charity
SIX students from the University of 
Greenwich, also known as DiversEvent, 
have been working to organise a charity 
dinner to raise money for the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.
It will take place next Wednesday at 
Devonport House. 
A three-course dinner will be 
accompanied by music and magical 
entertainment featuring Michael Vincent 
from Penn and Teller: Fool Us.
The idea is to raise awareness of an 
illness that affects more than 100,000 
people in the UK.  
Tickets costs £29.95. Doors open at 6.30pm 
and the event finishes at about 11.30pm. 
For further details and tickets visit www.
justgiving.com/diversevents or email 
diverseventsgroup@gmail.com

To advertise in GT call Gaynor on 020 8921 5033  
or Nicola on 020 8921 5572
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The appearance of an advert in RGT does not mean that Royal Borough of Greenwich endorses the advertiser’s goods or services. While we will not knowingly run an advert that is untrue, we are not responsible for the accuracy of any advertising material
or the accuracy of the description of an advertised product or service placed in GT

CLASSIFIEDS

GOODSWANTED

ROOFING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE

CALL GAYNOR
020 8921 5033

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE

CALL GAYNOR
020 8921 5033

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE

CALL GAYNOR
020 8921 5033

MR BEE REMOVALS
FROM £20 P/H

RELIABLE MAN WITH
VANS FOR REMOVALS.
SINGLE ITEMS TO
HOUSES, FLATS,

OFFICES, CLEARANCE.
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE.
(SEPERATE VAN FOR
RUBBISH CLEARANCE)
0777 367 3535
020 3302 2275

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk
www.mrbeeremovals.com

Man with
Transit Van
Light Removals,

Deliveries
24 Hours 7 Days

Low rates
Any Distance

020 8854 7789
07903 249 555

tel:  020 8244 0912
mob: 07956 994429
email: info@dhplumbing.co.uk
web: www.dhplumbing.co.uk

dhp london ltd

180521

Landlords Gas Safety Certificate
Power Flushing 

All makes of  boilers repaired 
Central Heating & Boiler Installation

All gas, plumbing & heating work 
undertaken

REGISTER

020 8854 7754

Most Types of
Second Hand

Furniture Bought &
Sold

Handleyʼs of
Woolwich

ALL MAKES DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE REPAIRS
INSTALLATIONS

WASHING MACHINES
DRYERS

FRIDGE / FREEZERS
ELECTRIC COOKERS
DISHWASHERS
32 YEARS EXP

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
07788 511 980
07949 580 482
020 8850 1334

T.TA
ELECTRICS

Professional & Reliable
NICEIC Approved Installer

Free Quote
Call Tony

07961 509 403
020 8488 7425

www.ttaelectrics.co.uk

PLASTERING

APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

Specialists in boiler 
repairs, maintenance 

and installations
All gas work undertaken
Ex British Gas engineers

Call for a free quote
0800 285 1789
07730 356819
www.heritagegas.co.ukagegas.co.ukit.herwww

9185630 3770
7890800 285 1

euotee qor a frCall f
sitish Gas engineerEx Br

enaktk underoras wAll g
allationstand ins

enance s, maintepairr
ts in boiler Specialis

HOME REPAIRS
Plumbing & Electrician
Kitchen & Bathroom
Tiling & Laminating
Wallpaper & Decorating
Give us a call
07887 590 110
020 8265 6735

www.plumber123.co.uk
tom.theplumber@yahoo.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
£8/h-£10/h
Honest, Reliable, 

Hard-working Cleaners
Vetted & Insured

020 7117 6302
07833 288983
www.housesoclean.co.uk

CARPETS
& UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
NO FANCY PRICES.
EXPERIENCED
01322 551 463
07904 248 175

DIRT BUSTERS
Carpet Upholstery

Cleaning
Most Quotes Beaten
www.dirtbustersonline.co.uk
020 3732 5706
07554 200 600
Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

DISTRIBUTOR

DAVID NASH
020 8265 5684 07768 458 196

david@nashplastering.com
nashplastering.com

Commercial & Domestic
Plastering, Screeding & Rendering

R J S
PLUMBING & HEATING
www.rjsplumbing.co.uk

020 8855 6683
01322 334454
MOST WORK UNDERTAKEN

SR JJ
.rjsplumbing.co.ukwww

020 8855 6
01322 334

WORK UNDERMOST

MBING & HEA
co.uk

AATING

6683
4454

AKENTTAKENER

T

MAN AND VAN
Collections
Deliveries

House Clearances
Prompt service
07948 287 921
020 8301 5303

BOILERS, FIRES, 
COOKERS, INSTALLATIONS 

& REPAIRS, LANDLORD 
CERTIFICATES, 24HR 

BREAKDOWNS, COVERING 
MOST AREAS

020 8310 1308

,FIRES,ERSBOIL
STIONAATIONLLAALSTTALIN,COOKERS

020 8310 1308
MOST AREAS

GINVERCOOVER,SWNREAKDOB
R24H,TESICAATESFTICER

ORDDLANL,AIRSREPPAIRS&

REMOVALS

ACE
LANDSCAPES

WILD GARDENS TAMED
FENCES NEW REPAIRS

ALL TREE WORK
SHEDS AND PAVING
020 8355 0371
07881 621 074

UK LANDSCAPES
Fencing, Paving!

Rough gardens put 
into order!

Driveways & Patio’s 
cleaned & resealed!
020 8333 4269
07533 169 157

S.E Gardens
All Garden
Work

Undertaken &
All Fence Work
07940 086 132

020 8 231 0697

WANTED VEHICLES

SCRAP CARS & VANS
WANTED

Best prices paid
Extra for Alloy Wheels

DVLA documents exchanged
We Do Not sell spares
07540 105 453

020 8850 8033

REPAIRS

LANDSCAPES

DECORATING

PAVING & CONSTRUCTION

SCAFFOLDING

GIVE US A CALL!!!
WE BUY ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES
ANY CONDITION ANY AREA

CALL ANYTIME
020 8659 8988

7 DAYS A WEEK
CARS & VANS

CLASSIC & UNUSUAL 
CARS ALSO WANTED

R & P Car Sales
£
C
A
S
H
£
C
A
S
H

£

£
C
A
S
H
£
C
A
S
H

£

ADVERTISING WEEKLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Van & Strong
Man available
4 Removals,
Clearances,

Deliveries, also
Gardening Services
0203 015 3311
07971 855 185

MAN&LARGEVAN
CLEARANCES.

REMOVALS. DELIVERIES.
DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL

SHIPPING
CALL LUCAS

07984 875 180
020 8316 0341
www.lohollos.co.uk

ABSOLUTE ROOFING
Everything you need under
one Roof. All Garage Roofs,

Dormar Roofs,
Back Extention Roofs (16yd)

Renewed for £199.00
10 Year Guarantee
01474 708 558
07703 297 583

TANNERS
WESTMOUNT ROAD
HALF PRICE HAIR.

PRE PAID
PRE BOOKED
Call in salon for

Terms & Conditions
020 8850 3388

07795 973461
GIVE US A TRY
020 8697 8187

07795 973461

020 8697 8187

SIDCUP PLUMBING
For all your heating&
plumbingneeds.
Fromadripping tap

to a new
boiler install.

Gas Safe Re: 290
07557 407 369

020 8300 3354
www.sidcupplumbing.co.uk

MUMS AT HOME!
Become a Herbalife Distributor
Today! Earn some extra money

part time from
£200 to £1500 pcm.

Work from home. Full training
and on going support
07772 722 215
020 8473 1276

parm.shapeUp@gmail.com

gaynor.granger@
greenwich.gov.uk

PLUMBING

PLUMBING

PLUMBING

BEAUTY

CARPETS

CLEANER

CLASSIFIEDS 020 8921 5033gaynor.granger@royalgreenwich.gov.uk



18 March 25 2014

Get on the list
First, you’ve got to be on the housing waiting list to join the scheme.  
If you’re not, register an application on line at  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Find your applicant number  
It will be on the letter you’ve already had from the Royal Borough  
of Greenwich about the new scheme. You’ll need that number and  
the reference number of the property you’re after, which will be on  
the advert.

Pick out your ideal property  
by looking in Greenwich Time or regularly checking the website:  
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes
Click on your preference on the website. If you don’t have a computer, you 
can always use one for free at either The Eltham or Woolwich Centre or 
a local library.

Apply in one of three ways  
●  Text bidding is now available and the number to use is 07786207913. 

For further information please see page 2, or
●  Phone the 24-hour hotline 020 8921 4340. It’s an automatic push-

button system and calls will be charged at the normal local rate, or
●  Via the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s website  

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

How do I apply?

People on the Housing register are able to bid for all properties, 

regardless of their banding. You must be eligible for the size of 

property and bids will be considered in the following order:  

First Band A, followed by Band B both in priority date order.

Those in Band C will then be considered in registration date order.

Please note that there will still be some properties with age 

restrictions so only people of this age group can apply for these.

BIDDING FOR PROPERTIES

1

2

3

4

Edition 384

The next edition of GreenwichHomes will be available on 
Wednesday 2 April 2014 at midday. Closing date for all applications 
for this issue is midnight on Sunday 30 March 2014.

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

BAND
A  is for applicants in unsatisfactory housing, including 

people moving due to demolition and those 
underoccupying their homes. 

B  is for applicants the Royal Borough of Greenwich 
must prioritise according to the law, particularly 
homeless people, and others with an urgent need 
to move for medical or welfare reasons. 

C  is for all applicants on the housing register, 
including those that are in priority bands A and B.

24-hour hotline
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Applicants 
over 50+
can apply

Ref Number: 187216
Jervis Court
Blissett Street  SE10
1 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H
£116.99 pw

Ref Number: 186895
Naldera Gardens 
Westcombe Park 
Road  SE3 
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Storage Htg No pets
£115.38 pw

Anyone on
the housing 
list can 
apply for 
these

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes property listings continue overleaf

Ref Number: 186285
Walpole Place  SE18
3 Bed 4th Floor Mais
Lifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H
£107.60 pw

Ref Number: 187171
Woodland Grove  
SE10
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Lifted Comm Gas Htg 
£107.77 pw

Ref Number: 75910
Mulgrave Road  SE18
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Rad C/H
Entry phone No pets
£111.67 pw

Ref Number: 67814
Maryon Road  SE7 
2 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted
Rad C/H No pets
£152.39 pw

Information 
Only 

Parlour Houses
3 bed Parlour is 

counted as a  
4 bedroomed

4 Bed Parlour is 
counted as a  

5 bedroomed

If you are  
bidding for 

houses under  
Band C  

you must 
have  

1 child under  
16 years

Ref Number: 186962
Erwood Road  SE7 
1 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Gdn Entry phone 
Rad C/H No pkg
L/access shower 
£81.84 pw

Ref Number: 187007
Lamley House 
Ashburnham Pl SE10
1 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone
Rad C/H 
£102.03 pw

Ref Number: 187131
Woodhill  SE18
2 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H
£99.23 pw

Ref Number: 187153
Riverdale Road  SE18
2 Bed 2nd Floor Flat
Unlifted Storage Htg 
No pets
£116.19 pw

Ref Number: 187170
Lord Warwick Street  
SE18
Bedsit Grnd Floor Flat
Entry phone  Rad C/H
No pkg
£75.16 pw

L&Q Housing Trust

Ref Number: 187212
Maryon Road  SE7 
2 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Entry phone 
Rad C/H
£90.68 pw

Ref Number: 187196
Westcombe Court 
Westcombe Park 
Road  SE3 
1 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Storage Htg 
£100.00 pw

Ref Number: 187240
Troughton Road  SE7 
2 Bed House
Gdn Rad C/H
£122.31 pw

Ref Number: 187237
Chesterfield Gardens 
SE10
3 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H No pets
£156.86 pw

Housing For Women HA

Ref Number: 111067
Eglinton Hill  SE18
2 Bed Grnd Floor Flat
Rad C/H No pets
£109.89 pw

Affordable 
Homes 
Please note 
any Housing 
Association 
properties 
advertised in 
this way will 
have a higher 
rent charge

Ref Number: 81542
Invermore Place SE18
3 Bed House
Gdn Rad C/H 
Dogs-landlord's permission
£224.50 pw

Affordable Housing

No Photo

Asra GLHA

L&Q Housing Trust

L&Q Housing TrustL&Q Housing Trust

L&Q Housing Trust L&Q Housing Trust Tnts Mgt Committee

Ref Number: 187202
Corelli Road SE3 
1 Bed 1st Floor Flat
Unlifted Rad C/H
£88.63 pw
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Choice hotline 020 8921 4340

property listings continue overleafwww.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

 
This is what happened to the homes advertised in issue 381
Address Bed- Property No of  Reg date of Band 
 rooms Type Bids  successful app 

GreenwichHomes adverts
Greenwich Time is now being published  

50 weeks a year and is delivered to all residents. 

GreenwichHome adverts are included in every issue.

Choice hotline 020 8921 4340

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/homes

B
A
B
B
A
A
B
B
B
B
B
C
B
A
C
B
B
A
C
A
A
B
C
A
C
C
C
C
B
A
C
C
B
A

24/05/2012
28/02/2013
27/09/2013
22/10/2013
31/05/2010
25/10/2010
03/10/2012
08/04/2013
09/12/2013
21/01/2014
17/12/2013
22/10/2009
22/11/2013
09/07/2012
09/04/2010
27/01/2014
02/12/2011
10/12/1986
01/04/2010
01/04/1996
01/02/2010
17/08/2011
01/03/2005
21/09/1981
30/10/2009
26/11/2009
15/10/2009
03/10/2009
28/09/2009
11/04/2005
04/09/2009
12/01/2010
09/12/2013
19/05/2008 

737
813
337
422
762
364
521
309
292
244
281
472
264
392
220
258
387
524
313
409
448
588
499
240
459
349
331
462
471
427
519
476
255
411 

PARLOUR HSE
HOUSE
MAISONETTE
FLAT
HOUSE
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
HOUSE
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
MAISONETTE
FLAT
FLAT
FLAT
MAISONETTE 

2
3
2
1
3
2
1
3
2
3
2
1
3
1
3
2
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
3
1
1
2
2 

Lilburne Gardens  SE9 6PZ
Joan Crescent  SE9 5RS
Jessup Close  SE18 7HB
Lestock House Whetstone Road  SE3 8HG
Kelbrook Road  SE3 8LJ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Hazel Lane  SE10 9FZ
Frederick Place  SE18 7BJ
James Newman Court Great Harry Drive  SE9 3JG
Campbell Close  SE18 3RX
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Plantagenet House Leda Road  SE18 5QR
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Jubilee Court Thames Street  SE10 9FH
Acworth House Barnfield Road  SE18 3TW
Glyndon Road  SE18 7PA 

HOW TO BID FOR ADVERTISED 
PROPERTIES BY TEXT

If you would like to bid by text, please use the 
following Text Bidding Number: 0778 620 7913 

and type: 

CBL, the property reference number 
and your applicant number.

The property reference will be on the advert 
and your applicant number is on the letter we 
sent to you when you registered for housing.

A successful bid will look like this: 
CBL 179104 12191 

You will need to do a separate text for each 
property you wish to bid for and the text is 

charged at your mobile provider's standard rate. 
You will receive a text response to confirm 

your bid within 5 minutes.

Priority is given to people who: 

Tenants must have a clear rent account and 
no on-going record of  anti-social behaviour.
Royal borough tenants can register on the 

scheme and bid for council or housing 
association property in other parts of  

London. To register your interest please 
visit: www.housingmoves.org

MOVES ACROSS LONDON
The housingmoves scheme is run by the 

Greater London Authority and is aimed at 
social housing tenants who want to move 

from one part of London to another.

• have more bedrooms than they currently need

•  want to move to be closer to employment or 

higher education 

• need to provide care for family members or friends
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Power grants to boost energy Rail station’s weekend closure
ORGANISATIONS can apply for 
grants designed to support 
innovative projects thanks to the 
Power of Giving Fund. 
The scheme, run by electricity 
company UK Power Networks, 
backs projects concerned with 
fuel poverty, energy efficiency 
and the low carbon economy.
The Power of Giving panel has 
almost £300,000 available for 
projects with grants of between 
£1,000 and £10,000. Charities, 

not-for-profit community 
organisations, educational 
establishments and social 
enterprises are all eligible to 
apply. Successful applicants 
will have access to UK Power 
Networks’ workforce through its 
volunteering scheme.
The closing date for applications 
is April 22. 
l Further details can be found 
at www.ukpowernetworks.
co.uk/community 

WORKS at London Bridge 
rail station will affect 
travel plans on Friday to 
Sunday (March 28-30).

The changes are part of  
the £6.5bn Thameslink 
Programme, which will 
see the rebuild of  London 
Bridge station, due for 
completion in 2018.

Southern services to London 
Bridge will be reduced after 
the morning peak on Friday.

Over the weekend, no 
Southern or First Capital 
Connect services will 
call at London Bridge.

On Sunday, Southeastern 
Charing Cross services will be 
diverted to Cannon Street.

On Monday there will 
be a few changes to 
early morning services.
l People are advised to check 
www.nationalrail.co.uk/ before 
travelling.
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Harriers Sabrina 
and Noah earn 
international vests

TAKE THAT: Reggie O’Reilly lands a shot on his opponent  in his third fight

To read GT online scan 
this QR code or go to

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/greenwichtime

from page 24    

REGGIE O’Reilly has continued his blistering 
start to his boxing career with two victories 
to add to his debut win at the end of January.

The youngest brother of Starting Blocks supported 
Jenna, five-times national boxing champion 
across the age-groups, took a second victory by a 
unanimous verdict and a third just a week later by a 
split verdict.

“In my second fight I gave the boy a standing 
count in the first round and in the third fight my 
opponent was 2kg heavier than me in weight,” said 
the 11-year-old from Eltham, who is coached by 
Tony Pettit at Nemesis Amateur Boxing Club.

In the latest fight, he pushed his bigger opponent 
back and wobbled him with a screw shot in the 
first round and his footwork enabled him to throw 
various combinations.

The Crown Woods College pupil, who has been 
training for six years but only boxing in bouts 
this year, has impressed coaches sufficiently to be 
selected for trips to Ireland for a tournament in July 
and a training camp in Russia in September.

Displaying a mean jab with his left hand already 
(pictured), he says he is “working on boxing against 
southpaws”.

Mum Jackie said: “Reggie’s confidence is growing. 
He can’t wait to fight again, and keep training hard 
with his Nemesis coaches who believe in his skill 
and natural ability and heart for the sport.”

“The club provides me with lots of  friends 
and everyone has really supported me. A 
lot of  people there are really experienced 
in the sport themselves. They’ve been 
there to help me through my downs and 
my ups.”

About the race, she said: “I’m obviously 
tired from the rest of  the season and I 
knew it was going to be a tough race. 

“I tried to stick with [the winner] and it 
was pretty much a sprint all the way and 
she was just better on the day. I knew I’d 
need to be at my best to beat her.”

Coach Mark Newell said of  Sabrina: “We 
work on elements in training, but she’s 
got what it takes to be an outstanding 
athlete. It’s 10 per cent of  what I do and 90 
per cent what she does. She’s got natural 
ability.”

He added of  Noah: “It was the best cross-
country performance he has put together. 
Nobody expected him to finish second but 
he’s been working towards coming in the 
top eight for the whole season.”

Both will be looking to perform well 
on the track this summer, where they 
have a rival for glory. Vera, like Sabrina 
supported by Greenwich Starting Blocks 
which was set up to help promising 
athletes, won her national title in a 
personal best 7.76 seconds. Last season, 
she won English Schools 100m bronze.

Reggie’s quick-fire treble
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CAMBRIDGE Harriers were 
celebrating a double success 
after two runners finished second 
in the England Schools Cross 
Country Championships.

Training partners Sabrina Sinha 
and Noah Armitage-
Hookes, both 14, were 
runners-up in their 
age-groups, earning 
international vests 
to run for England 
in the Home Nations 
international at 
Bolton last weekend.

Their success came 
a week after Vera 
Chinedu also put the 
Sutcliffe Park-based 
club on the map by 
winning the England 
Championships U15 
indoor 60m title.

Sabrina’s success 
was on the cards after clinching the 
England National Cross Country 
Championships a few weeks earlier. 

But the age-group alignments 
differed for this event, and the 
Blackheath teenager found herself  up 
against athletes at least a year older 
in the U17 race, including the winner. 
However, Sabrina was only beaten by 

12 seconds.
Noah’s silver was less expected, but 

was clearly his focus. The Greenwich 
youngster had shunned the chance to 
team up with his twin brother Alfie 
for Dulwich College in a national 
rowing championships at Dorney 
Lake the day before, to concentrate 
on cross-country.

Alfie took silver in 
the single skulls but 
finished 63rd in the 
cross-country race. 

Their dad, Luke, 
said: “Noah ran the 
race of  his life. He’s 
really been working 
all year on this. 

“He was 30th last 
year and it’s been 
his target to get into 
the top eight, to get 
an international 
vest, and he finished 
second which was 
absolutely amazing.” 
Noah has been in the 

same training group as Sabrina for 
four years. 

Sabrina said: “I’m really happy 
about Noah’s success because it’s 
great for the club.”

Describing how the Harriers have 
helped her, Sabrina added: “The club
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Club’s joy at pair’s silver medals

A NATURAL: Sabrina Sinha glides to second.
Pic by Bryan Dale of Racephotos.org.uk

WELL DONE: Noah Armitage-Hookes receives 
congratulations and (inset) setting up his second place

Harriers’ double delight
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