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tion season, but they must ring as true to the 
standards, clharacteristics and general life of to 
day as if read under the study lamp in mid 

winter. 

ONCE TO EVERY MIAN, by Larry Evaits. 

(The H. K. Fly Company). 

S OMETIMES an unusual story calls atten 
S tion to an unknown author; sometimes a 

man of extraordinary personality or peculiar 
life brings a book to public notice. "Once to 

Every Man" needs no backing from author nor 
publisher; Larry Evans needs no book to make 
hiim noteworthy. This combination of first 
novel and its author is as remarkable as it is 

interesting. 
An invalid!s chair in the Adirondack wilds in 

mid-winter, solitude, a fight for life and health 
these are some of the things that make one in 

terested in Larry Evans. Sheer, wholesome, 
story-telling characters so faithfully pictured 
that they seem to step out of the pages, a grip 
on American life and the ability to reproduce 
it-these are some of the things that make "Once 

to Every Man" a notable first novel. 

The scene of the story is laid in a little New 

England hill village, yet a boxing match for 
the American championslhip brings in enough 
of New York to add plenty of metropolitan 
flavor. Denny Bolton is a giant lumberman, 
conscious of his strength yet controlling it an(d 
hiding it from his neighbors. He is not a 
favorite in the village becauise he fails to fol 

low in the footsteps of his drunken father as 
everyone predicted. He is in love witlh a dainty 
slip of a girl but is too poor to marry her. At 

last his great chance comes; he takes it and 
makes good and the little Dryad is waiting for 

his triumphant return. 
This book combines the best qualities of a 

popular novel with none of the bad ones. The 

quiet, powerful Denny and his love suggests 
certain of Gilbert Parker's stories; the hard, 
curt trainer and his assistants suggest both Kip 
ling and 0. Henry. There seems to be the rare 

combination of what is called "the big out-of 
doors" with wholesome dime-novel excitement. 
"Once to Every Man" is a remarkable first 

novel and gives promise of having many notable 
successors. 

VAATCY THE JOYOUS, bY Edith Stow. (Reilly 
and Britton). 

[ NTANCY the Joyous" deserves a better name 
, -one that does not suggest professional 

optimism or a ray of sunshine in a bad and 

naughty world. Nancy is what we would like to 
! call "a trunip." She is a real human girl vith 
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out any lhalo. Her adventures in the Tennes 
see mountains are of the sort to inspire a hearty 
handslhake instead of sentimental admiration. 
She tries, and usually succeeds, in being cheer 
ful, but she does not exude sweetness like an 
over-ripe peach. She is brave, with the sort 
of courage that grits teeth and makes activity 
imperativ e. She is a plain every-day girl who 

meets a good proportion of hard luck. She 
meets it bravely just as do thousands of other 
girls to-day. She renounces lhappiness, but is 
not happy nor resigned in doing so, yet she 
sticks to what she thinks is right. It is a hard' 

fight and she is often rebellious. It takes plain 
"grit" to stick to her resolution. 

This is not a story to invoke the army of 

sweet and sticky adjectives such as "'charming," 
'clean," "delightful" and their ilk. The same 

sort of' red blood flows in Nancy's veins as 

flows in Jack London's heroes-only her adven 
tures are internal rather than external. Left an 
orphan she is "passed on" from one relative to 

another in a way to make most girls full of self 

pity. She keeps her eyes fixed on the fulnny 
side of things, and when she gives up the man 

she loves so as not to interfere with his career, 
she is so afraid of being weak that. in order to 

cover her real feelings, she flies into quite a 
little passion. 
Her good friend the Bishop, her aunt, Mrs. 

Chubb, and the mountain people are simply and 
excellently done. The book is full of sentiment 
but with no hint of sentimentality. . It is the 
kind of story -that makes the reader feel strong 
in a rampant sort of way, and does not cater 

to tears or morbidity. It is a girl's fight against 
unhappiness. It is a brave fight, but not a spec 
tacular one. Nancy is an inspiration to all who 
read about her. 

The author has done a fine thing in giving us 

a heroine whlo tries to be happy without hysterics 
or sentimentality-one whom ve can respect be 
cause of her quiet self-control and practical ef 
forts to make the best of life. Nancy is not a 

professional joy-maker-she is a practical ex 
ample, good to follow, and we commend her to 
all people suffering from self-pity or any sort of 
egotistical disorder. 

FULL SWIJNG, by Fra,ik DaibY. (J. B. Lip 

pincott Company.) 
F OR those who can see, "Full Swing" is a 

Ftragedy, although not cast in that form. 
The chief character, Agatha Wanstead, has the 
disastrous faculty of always doing what turnis 
out to be wrong, although meaning to do what 
is right. Throughout all of her mistakes from 
the time, when, as a child she opened the green 
holse door and let in the cold fresh air. so 
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