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models and the origination of inventions as copies for imitative dif- 
fusion. 

The chapters which deal with the organization of communication, 
the mechanism of social volition, reflex social action, etc., are full of 
interesting concrete illustrations, and contain much of valuable sug- 
gestion and comment. The attempts, however, to reduce to mathe- 
matical precision such problems as, what proportion of the population 
an adequate elite should include, or how long it takes a social volition 
to penetrate the social mass, result in half-admitted failure and leave 
the impression of wasted effort. Throughout the last chapters of the 
book M. Novicow's two hobbies, free trade and international federa- 
tion, canter with loose rein and even the hint of an active spur. 

On the whole, the book must be regarded as an organization of 
somewhat familiar materials, rather than as a distinct contribution to 
the theories being worked out by the psychological school represented 
by Tarde, Durkheim, De Greef, Baldwin, and others. 

GEORGE E. VINCENT. 

Christian Missions and Social Progress. A Sociological Study of 
Foreign Missions. By REV. JAMES S. DENNIS, D.D. Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, i897. In two voltumes. Vol. 1. 
Pp. 468. 

THIS volume is the first part of an elaborate discussion of the social 
condition of the peoples among whom Christian missions are sustained, 
and of the social results which are claimed for those missions. It was 
inevitable that discussion should reach this point, and this book is a 
pioneer. The literature of missions is already rich in materials, but it 
has not yet been treated from the standpoint of general culture-his- 
tory. Indeed, the work under examination is not written with scien- 
tific method and purpose; it is distinctly the plea of an advocate, and 
must so be read. 'I'he advocate is well informed, honest, patient, and 
means to be generous to those who are criticised. In the nature of 
the case, where whole nations and races are under view, the chances of 
error are multiplied. It would require minute and encyclopedic 
knowledge of the customs, laws, and sentiments of all mankind to 
verify or test all the numerous statements in this volume. The vices 
of the non-Christian races are described in two hundred and eighty 
pages, a long, tragic, and pitiful catalogue of the demonic side of 



546 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

human nature. Then the failure of education, material civiliza- 
tion, legislation, and ethnic religions is asserted, and the hope of the 
nations declared to rest in Christianity. Unquestionably all the vices 
named do exist, in Calcutta, Pekin -and in American cities. No 
Christian believer doubts that his faith is deeply needed all over the 
world, and for those who are not believers the argument will have 
some weight because it presents the utility of religion, which all 
recognize. 

The author admits that there are worthy and hopeful elements in 
ethnic religions, and he confesses the shortcomings of nominally 
Christian communities. Criticism will fall upon the relative emphasis 
given to the evil and good in each case. The volume is a monument 
of patient labor. The bibliography is very extensive. The form of 
the argument will be very helpful in directing attention to the actual 
services which pure and rational religious effort renders to mankind. 
A good religion is good for something which man can value and 
appreciate. This present life is sanely treated as having a value of its 
own. The second and more constructive part of the work will be 
awaited with interest. C. R. H. 

Neue Beitrage zur Frage der Arbeitslosenversicherung. Von Dr. 
GEORG SCHANZ. Berlin: Carl Heymanns Verlag, I897 
Pp. 2I6. 

IN HIS book Zur Erage der Arbeizslosenversicherung, published in 
I895, Professor Schanz made a critical examination of the various 
schemes proposed to insure the laborer against unemployment, and 
put forth a scheme of his own, obviating, as he saw it, the weaknesses 
of the other schemes proposed. In this book he gives us the develop- 
ment of the question from that time to March, I897. 

Professor Schanz approaches the problem of insurance against 
unemployment from the practical standpoint. In either book there is 
little discussion of the underlying theory. His interest is in finding 
the practicable method of securing the desired result. He would secure 
it through compulsory saving under state mianagement. His plan 
provides that employers deduct a small sum from the weekly wages of 
the employes and place it in the savings fund. To this is added con- 
tributions by the employers and a subvention by the state. But, unlike 
the fund in case of " compulsory insurance," or the funds of the labor 
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