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HOUSEBOATING Ox A COLONIAL WATERWAY. By Frank and Cortelle 
Hutchins. Illustrated with many photographs by the authors. 
L. C. Page & Company, Boston, I9IO, Pp. Xii, 299, with an index. 

For those who know and love the lower James it has an atmosphere, 
a character, all of its own. It is hard to name or to describe. In think- 
ing of the impression it produces, however, the words "a haunt of 
ancient peace" come to the mind. It has been in the past far fromt a 
peaceful country; but now with its shining river, its old homesteads 
which seem to be dreaming among their trees and flowers, its quiet, 
sunny fields; it seems to be resting-the very incarnation of peace. 

Only a few can know this historic river intimately; but very many 
can and will make its acquaintance and learn something of the restful 
happiness which such an acquaintance gives through the delightful 
pages of this book. 

Without any hurry or any particular destination the houseboat Gad- 
about, with its happy crew, floated leisurely to and fro. From Newport 
News to Jamestown, liugering (lays in the cosy harbor of Back River 
at that historic place; then on to Brandon, and by Weyanoke, Flower de 
Hundred, Westover, Berkeley, finally to Shirley and on to winter quar- 
ters at Richmond. Much has been written of these places, but few 
visitors have had the opportunity to become so intimately acquainted 
with them or to make such good use of that acquaintance. There is all 
of the accurate history one wishes in a book of travel, but fortunately it 
has not been allowed to overweigh or burden the delightful narrative. 

The numerous photographs add to the interest of the book, which 
one closes with a strong desire that the " Commodore," the " Daughter- 
Wife," and " Her Mlother," would go again and invite the reader to be 
one of the party. 

A GENEALOGY OF THE DUKE-SHEPHERD-VAN METRE FAMILY.: From 
Civil, Military, Church and Family Records and Documents. Com- 
piled and edited by Samuel Gordon Smyth, Member of the Histor- 
ical Society of Pennsylvania and of the Historical Societies of Mont- 
gomery and Bucks Counties in Pennsylvania. Press of the New Era 
Priniting Company, Lancaster, Pa., I909. 

"If self, and things connected with self, be the legitimate source of 
feeling, we surely may acquire a firmer hold upon the affections of men 
by tracing lines of communication between this age and the past; threads 
as it were, which connect the transactions of those days with our own 
perceptions. A pedigree thus becomes a sort of conductor to that subtle 
agent, which usually acts at an elevation beyond the ordinary sphere of 
mortal feeling; but when thus brought down, it warms even the dullest 
bosom with a sympathy for people of remote times." 

The English, the Dutch, the French are the intermingling strands in 
the pedigree here given-the warp and woof of the texture in which so 
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