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Shews how the word was given to the Prophets.—What inspi-

ration is.<—Man made in the image of God^ and how.—The
true coming of John the Baptist^ preaching in the wilderness

ofJudea, to prepare the tcay of the Lord's coming in Zion*

stands the reproof. "In thy filthiness is lewdness, because

1 have purged thee, and thou wast not purged. Thou shalt

not be pureed from thy filthiness any more, till I have
caused my fury to rest upon thee. I, the Lord, have spoken
it. It shall come to- pass, and I will do it. I will not go
back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent. According
to thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge
thee, saith the Lord God.

Also the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son
of Man, behold I take away from thee the desire of thine

eyes with a stroke
;
yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep,

neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to cry, make no
mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon
thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy
upper lip.

N.B. When a man was found to be leperous in his bald

head, or forehead, the priest was to pronounce him utterly

unclean, for his plague was in his head ; i. e. (he was des-

titute of divine knowledge, or wisdom) and he was to go
without the camp, with his head bare, and his upper lip un-
covered : he was to dwell alone without the camp, Levi-
ticus xiii. 44, 45, 46. In this there is a great mystery,
which no man ever knew. It is to shew how the LordS
anointed, Zion, should be found with the leprosy in him,
sin and iniquity, and be pronounced unclean, and be cast
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out of the presence of God, and the divine life and light

hidden from him for a time, and let fall into total darkness,

hell and death. The upper lip being covered, is to shew
that he should be forsaken of God ; by the two lips and
the tongue acting together, man is able to form words to

express his sentiments or thoughts. These three members
represent the Trinity, the three in one. The upper lip

being ordered to be covered, while the man was unclean,

shews that Zion, in whom this type should be fulfilled,

should suffer the loss of the divine life for awhile, and be

left alone, which would cause his death spiritually ; which
death should destroy the sinning principle, which is the

Devil. The upper lip signifies the divine nature, the under
lip signifies the creature ; and as by the uniting of the two
lips, in union with the tongue, words are expressed to the

ear of another, so that you may understand what is said.

So when the union of God and man takes place, then salva-

tion is sounded forth in the word of wisdom, the right un-

derstanding is given, and those that are not deaf can hear

it; but, take notice, though God and man unites, man is

still inferior—God is above. Now in the case of the Pro-
phet Ezekiel, as above, after the reproof is administered, and
the fury poured out upon the creature on account of sin,

to cut off the desire of his eyes, represented by his wife,

which is, in the spiritual sense, the spirit of bondage, the

bond-woman (for it is all to set forth what is done in the

Lord's elect one) . Then he is told that he shall not mourn
nor weep for the loss of his wife ; he is to forbear to weep

;

he is to bind his tire upon his head, to put his shoes on his

feet, and not to cover his upper lip, nor eat the bread of

men. Thus he was a sign how it should be with the house

of Israel, the Son of Man, that the Spirit should be restored

to him again, after he had lost it, and thus the curse should

be eaten out by this work of killing, and making alive—of
bringing down to hell, and bringing him up again—of

wounding and healing : so the old man should pine away in

his iniquities. See verse the 24th, Thus Ezekiel is a sign

unto you, according to all that he hath done. So shall ye
do ; and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the

Lord—that is, when this type is fulfilled upon the antitype,

.then he shall know that I am the Lord in him, he shall
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know God. This is the meaning of the pine-tree being

planted in the desert.

Next, we notice the box, in the desert also. " I will

plant in the desert the fir, the pine, and the box tree toge-

ther, that they may see, and know, and understand toge-

ther, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy
One of Israel hath created it."

The box is an ever-green, and it has male and female

flowers on the same plant. It is therefore mentioned in

the Scriptures, as being planted in the desert (meaning the

desert heart of man), to shew that in it is planted the word
of righteousness and truth, that is undefiled, and that fadeth

not away, but ever remains the same, the flowering spring

of an everlasting righteousness. The grass withereth

—

that is, the wisdom of men upon the word of God, and the

flower thereof falleth away, and the glory thereof is as the

flower of the grass ; but the word of God planted in God's
ground, Zion, endureth for ever. Behold, I lay in Zion,

for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornering

stone, elect precious. He that believeth shall not be con-

founded. Blessed, is every one that feared the Lord, that

walketh in his ways, for thou shalt eat the labour of thine

hands: happy thou, and it shall be well with thee. Thy
wife shall be as the fruitful vine by the sides of thine house,

thy children like olive-plants, round about thy table, ever-

green, abiding continually, without changing. Behold, that

thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The
Lord shall bless thee out of Zion, and thou shalt see the

good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life
;
yea, thou shalt

see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel. The
box being male and female in itself, and producing male
and female flowers, it is to shew man's new created state,

how being united with the eternal virgin, wisdom, he brings

forth the truth and beauties of the word of God, the creating

word of light. " So God made man in his own image, in

the image of God made he him. Male and female created

he them : and God blessed them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful and multiply, replenish the earth, and subdue it,

and have dominion over the feh of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that creepetfr

upon the earth." See Genesis i. 26, 27, 28. This is how
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man is nqjv created with Christ, the wisdom of God, and
the power of God formed in him, the quickening spirit, the

last Adam. The word is male.and female, because it is the

power of God unto salvation, the regenerating power, by
which the recipients of it come to have a new life, a new
and divine mind, or heart, as it is written. " I will give

them a new heart, and a right or righteous spirit will I put
within them. I will take the stony nature out of them, and
give them hearts of flesh. I will dwell in them, and walk
in them. They shall be my people, and I the Lord will be

their God." Now this account nere in the Book of Genesis

is not a history, though all have thought so, but it is a pro-

phecy of how man should be created in the due time ; for

it must be remembered, that all through the Bible God speaks

of things that are not, as though they were, because he
had fixed and determined to perform his word in due time

;

but man, with all his wisdom and learning, knew not this,

and therefore has understood the Bible, and treated it as an
history, instead of it being all figures, to represent how
God should display his power in making himself manifest in

human nature when the due time came ; and this is the way
that the wisdom of the wise perisheth, the lofty looks of

man is humbled, and the pride of man is brought low, and
the understanding of the prudent is brought to nothing, and
God alone exalted, in this day, because he hath hid his

mysteries from the wise anrl prudent, and has revealed them
unto babes. Where are the wise—where is the scribe

—

where is the disputer of this world % Hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world % Behold, he turneth the

wise men backward, and maketh them look again, and see

that their knowledge is all betrayed, and their wisdom
proved to be foolishness.

The wisest of the human race, to knowledge sure are dead,

And they shall find the*imple bird confound the wisest head.

It hath been a question much agitated among men, who
was with God, when he said, " Let us make man in our

image. That wonderful commentator (so counted ),

Adam Clark, says, upon this point, " AN the persons in the

Godhead are represented as united in council, and effort to

produce this astonishing creature, man." But what does

the man mean by three persons in the Godhead, or all the
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persons in the Godhead ? Does he suppose that there are

three distinct persons, as men mean when they talk of per-

sons? Are there three men, in form and fashion, does he
think, who are in some unknown region, somewhere above
the sky, and these conferred together in council, and efFort

to make man ? These are the foolish notions that this wise

commentator has propagated in the world ; but he speaks

of what he knows nothing of, neither does any of the com-
mentators. God never revealed the mystery of the Trinity

unto them, nor of how man is made in God's image. They
would have done right had they said nothing about it. This

would have been wisdom in them ; for Solomon says, that

even a fool shall be counted wise when he holds his tongue.

But vain man would be wise, though born as a wild ass's

colt ; but God has permitted them to think themselves wise,

and to bring forth all their wisdom, which is the beast, that

in the dedication of the spiritual temple the beast should be

slain, which was typified in the case of Solomon killing so

many beasts when the temple was dedicated. So the wis-

dom of man upon the Scriptures is the Devil, and now the

Son of God is manifested in the flesh, to destroy the works
of the Devil

And they need not be offended at what is here said of

them, for the writer himself was once as they now are, and

to God he is indebted for the true light; and he only tells

them their state, that they may find their way to Zion with

their faces thitherward, and forsake their thought?, as the

command is. Let the unrighteous forsake his thoughts,

and let their thoughts be in God, denying of self, that they

may live, for it is their unrighteous thoughts on the Scrip-

tures of truth by which they have raised up a spiritual Babel

of confusion ; it is this that is sin. So now these sinners

are called to repent of their sins, and turn to the light,

which is the Lord, from their revellings, drunkenness, and
abominable idolatries, and jest no more with the word of

God, in giving their vain and sinful thoughts upon it. Who
hath required it at their hands % God never called them to

explain his word, and their thoughts are vanity, and their

works are nought but wind and confusion. If we were to

ask Adam Clark what the Godhead is, in which these persons

are, he "don't know what to answer; it is an enigma to him-
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self, and of course it must be to them that read it. What
God's head is, and the Godhead, is no more than God's

wisdom made manifest in a human being ; and God's head

will be found to be wiser than man's head, although his

wisdom will appear foolishness to the wise heads—I mean
the wise commentators, who think they have all the wisdom
of themselves, albeit God has not spoken unto them, nor

gave them authority to explain his word ; but we trust that

some of them will take a word of counsel, and be willing to

see their nakedness, that they may get clothing that will

not wax old, and a garment that is without seam, woven
throughout from the top to the bottom, and that being

clothed they may not be found naked ; but clothed upon
with this truth, made known in Zion—the heavenly house,

the tabernacle that God pitched, and not man, a tabernacle

that shall not be taken down—not one of the stakes thereof

shall ever be removed, nor one of the cords broken. Now
what is recorded in the Book of Genesis, as we have before

said, is not a history. God is not speaking of the time

past, as men have supposed, but is foretelling of time to

come, and of the new creation of man in his image. The
learned tell us, that it was Moses wrote the Book of Genesis;

but, whoever wrote it, it was given by inspiration. And
how was that^ What is inspiration"? Just as follows, it

came to pass that this book was written. A man was

visited by the Spirit of God, and the Spirit spoke within

him, and formed words in his mind, and he felt a power
within him, desiring him to write ; and he took up his pen,

and wrote as the Spirit within him gave him the matter.

He did not write it of or by his own will or wisdom, but as

he was moved or wrought on within him by the Spirit : and

the operation of the Spirit is so powerful in the person that

has it, that they cannot but write, and they know by the

operation of it in their minds that it is a supernatural power,

therefore they stand in great fear before the Spirit, and

whatever the Spirit forms in the mind, they dare not refuse

to write ; and such is the pleasure that the Spirit gives them

in the obeying of its dictates, that it is a heaven (as it were)

to go by the Spirit's directions ; and they consider not their

own understanding in the matter, but they writers they

»re directed, whether it should appear sense or nonsense, to



91

the world ; and so the word says, the prophecy came not in

old time by the will of man, but holy men, or inspired men,
magicians. The magi wrote as they were moved by the

holy wind, and they knew not what it was for, or where-
fore ; they did not write it by sense, but by the Spirit—not

by their own will, but by the will of the Spirit of God, that

thus moved upon their minds. But the wise have imagined

some grave and wise historian, and they called him Moses,

and they tell the people that this man sat down just as a

man would to write the history of England, and this man
gives an account of what was done more than two thousand

years before he was born. Well, he must have had an ex-

cellent memory ; and then they pretend to tell us how long

the world has been in being. But how is it that the Chinese

date is such a vast number of years before us, and they are

as good chronologists as any that have written on the sub-

ject, and you have as good a right to believe them as our
writers, for it is all uncertain ; but it must be believed, be-

cause our great and learned men have said so. I wonder
they have never found out where the garden of Eden was,

but this is rather too hard for them ; and what they say-

about the world having a beginning, is just as true as that the

whole world (they say) will be at the last day destroyed by
fire; which never will be the case, but will continue to all

eternity—that is to say, it never will be destroyed, as they

say. It 'is a lie, hatched in their own dark minds. God
has never said so; but they misunderstand God's words,

and any just man would conclude, that it they are wrong in

this, they are wrong in all they say—and this is the case.

Who then will be fools enough to follow their cunningly

devised fables any longer % They have read the word in

the letter, and the letter killeth, says Paul—that is, it killeth

the true meaning, it killeth the Spirit—and the command-
ment is, "Thou shalt not kill." Thou shalt not kill the

true meaning of God's word by your vain understanding;

thinking, /and asserting to the people, that the Bible is a

history of past events, whereas they are prophecies of the

future. No wonder that there are so many arise to deny
the Scriptures altogether, when the teachers of religion

themselves are most ignorant of its true meaning, and ail

.differ in their opinions about it ; and what they say about
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the creation of man, and of when he was created, is just as

true (if it is to be understood in the letter), as it is said,

that the world itself would not contain the books that might
be written of what Jesus did and said, was it all written.

This, and many other things of the like, recorded in the

Bible, being understood merely in the letter, have caused

many to say the Bible is a lying book ; the meaning of which
is, that the worldly hearts of men do not receive the truth

concerning Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, in the mira-

culous way and manner of his coming now in Zion. The
world itself does not contain the books of wisdom and truth,

but they choose to follow their own inventions. This the

writer knows to be truth, for this was the case with himself

when first visited by the Spirit. He was without form, and
void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. He
knew not the secret councils and decrees of God, nor in

what way he meant to come ; and taking the word in the

letter, he erred, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power
of God ; and falling into the great error himself, and suffer-

ing for it, he knows what is the great evil in God's sight,

namely, the perversion of the word of God ; and knowing
the terrors of the Lord, he persuades men to turn from their

evil ways, in pretending to be teachers of the law, knowing
not what they say, nor whereof they affirm : and this is the

case with all the professed teachers of Christianity, let them
be who they may. They will kick at this no doubt, but

their kicking is of no use ; they must give stronger reasons,

and more sound judgment, than the son of God, who moves
this pen, and if they cannot, they must give up. Now the

Spirit, that gave the word to the Prophet, that it might be

recorded, to stand for the end, to be then fulfilled, in the

chosen vessel, for the new creation to take place in, says,

that God said, " Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness. So God made man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him: male and female created he them."
Now this word was given by the Spirit, as though it was
done long ago ; yet it was not so, but was to be done in

one, in the due time. The word given then by inspiration

was as the seed cast into the ground, to bring forth its fruit

in due season ; for God, in speaking by the prophets, calleth

things that are not, as though they were; and the way of
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wisdom hath been hidden from the eyes of all living, yea,

hath been kept close from the fowls of the air. And again,

the word saith, "There is a path which no fowl knoweth,

and the vulture's eye hath not seen." (The vulture means
the Spirit of the world.) And of this path we are now to

speak, which the world by wisdom (of theirs) cannot know.
The word recorded in Genesis is designed to inform you,

that in the end God would manifest himself in human na-

ture, that he would reveal himself in a vessel whom he

should prepare for the purpose, and make hirn fit for the

revelation. As you read that God made the heavens and
the earth, and all their host, before he made or created man
in his own image—now this is speaking of the new heavens,

and the new earth, wherein righteousness was to dwell, ac-

cording to Rev. xxii. which means a new man, with a new
mind ; and the man (the earth) was without form, and void

(of understanding), like all others. This was the state of

the man in whom he meant to reveal himself, both in the

properties of anger and love, which is the male and female,

of which we shall say more by and by ; but God said, " Let
there be light, and there was light," so light was given to

the creature, and divine light too ;
yet it was not the sun

itself, for the sun did not shine forth—it was not in the fir-

mament till the fourth day—but this light was a secret

working of the Spirit of God in the mind of his creature,

in whom he meant soon to reveal himself as the us, as we
before said, in the properties of anger and love ; and this

light, Or visitation of the Spirit, operated in his mind to

cause him to read the Scriptures, with a most vehement de-

sire to understand them—it was the earnest of the incor-

ruptible inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased
possession; but this light he could not comprehend, as it is

written. The light shined in the darkness, and the dark-
ness, i. e. the creature, comprehended it not. He*knew not
for what cause he was drawn with such intense desire to-

wards God, for the Spirit, this spark of light, worked in

him as a burning flame, continually drawing him on to

search after God ; and the light was good, or the light was
God, or a spark from God, preparatory to the fulness being

revealed, or to prepare the creature for"the revelation. This
light was the voice of one crying in the wilderness, < * Pre-
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pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a

high way for our God, viz. the sun of righteousness. Now
every valley was to be exalted, and every mountain and
hill was to be brought low, the crooked made straight, and
the rough places plain. And the voice said, Cry ; and the

creature said, What shall 1 cry % Then the voice, or the

spark of light, the Spirit said, or gave him to see, that all

flesh was grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of
the grass; the grass withereth, and the flower thereoffalleth

away, but the word of the Lord abideth for ever. So this

light, this portion of the Spirit, was John the Baptist,

coming preaching in the wilderness ofJudea—that is, in the

mind or heart of God's creature, saying, ' i Repent ye, for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand." This light preceded

the sun three years, and this is John the Baptist, born be-

fore the Saviour three months. This was the baptising with

water (the word of light to prepare the mind), unto re-

pentance, to make ready the mind, for the change for the

baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, for the light gave no-

tice to the creature, that there was one coming after, whose
light exceeded this, as the sun does the smallest star. Now
this first degree of light is being born of water, but the

second is being born of the Spirit. " Verily, verily, I say

unto you, except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit,

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." John iii. 5.

Marvel not that I said unto you, ye (Nicodemus)
; ye must

be born again ; the wind bloweth where it listeth, and ye
heareth the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it

cometh, or whither it goeth. So is every one, or so is the

one that is born of the Spirit—that is, Nicodemus, or Zion,

for Nicodemus was the type ; the name signifies innocent

blood, and in the Greek, the victory of the people—plainly

shewing the character in whom the innocent blood, or the

divine life, is wrought and betrayed unto death, and after-

wards rises again, victorious over death ; for the Spirit of

light was in the creature, the wind, yet he knew not whence
it come, nor whither it went ; i. e. what it was for, for what
end such a spirit was in him, no more than Adam knew that

his rib should be taken from him, and a woman made of it;

which, indeed, is only the very same thing, but set forth in

a difFerent figure. Now this portion of the divine light
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must be given to the creature first, to prepare him for the

thunder of God's power, that he was afterwards to endure,

in having God revealed in him ; as, in nature, the lightning

comes before the thunder, which was designed to set forth

the process of the new creation of man, the way in which
God reveals himself in the appointed person, Zion. So light

is the first thing created in the creature, which is life ; and
he must be made a living soul, or he could not die the

death.
So as the dreadful thunder from on high
Brings down the rain, and then clears up the sky

;

So shall the dreadful thunder of my word
First sound aloud the coming of the Lord.

*
' There was a man sent from God, whose name was John'

'

—that is, the gift, grace, and mercy of God, sent—this man
is the light sent from God, generated out of the Deity, a
spark given to enlighten the mind, the voice of God ; and it

is called John, because it was to be given to a man of that

name. The Spirit must bear the name of the person, and
the person the name of the Spirit, and so they twain make
one new man. So it is written in Isa. iv. In that day
(when those things . mentioned in the preceding chapter

should take place) seven women shall take hold of one man
(wisdom in her number seven), saying, we will eat our own
bread, and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by
thy name to take away our reproach—that is to say, I must
come and dwell with you, fulfilling my word, that is on re-

cord, or how shall it be proved that I am a faithful God, to

fulfil my word, that I have caused to be recorded : therefore

I must be called by your name, I must take your nature

upon me, and become one with you, and this will take away
my reproach ; for if I do not thus fulfil my word, viz. to

come and dwell with you, and in you, you and I be made
one, I still should lie under reproach i for I have not done
it you, but now I am come to do it. We will not take any-
thing of yours ; we will eat our own bread, and wear our

own clothes ; we will be wisdom and life in you ;
you shall

live by us ; we will be the head in you, and you shall be the

body ; we will be organized to your human feelings, and
will be your soul in you, and we will be one, only you shall

not teach. But we will live, move, act, and speak in you,

and by you ; we will put down your life, aad we will dwell
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wear our own clothes, only we will be called by thy name ;

thy nature we will take upon us, to take away our re-

proach.

So here is the beginning of the creation of God. " Let
there be light, and there was light." And this light,, this

John, came to the world (God's creature, Zion), to bear

witness of the light ; for this first degree of light was not

the Saviour. This degree of light was not able to save,

but it preceded the great light, Jesus, the son of the eighth

day, to prepare the heart or mind to believe, to initiate the

mind into the Lord, to believe, or to go into that light

—

that is the true light, that lighteneth every man that cometh
into the world— that is, that cometh into the world of

righteousness. John therefore was first sent to bear witness

of him, and cried, saying, "This was he of whom I spake :

he that cometh after me is preferred before me, because

what was to follow is the fulfilment of Gods promise, Jesus

Christ"—that is the true light, the fulness of light that God
promised to reveal ; the birth of the Spirit, that guides into

all truth, or to be born again, or bom of the Spirit, as the

first birth was of water ; but the second birth changes the

water into wine, as you see strikingly represented at the

marriage in Cana, of Galilee.

Now this first degree of light, this John, was more than a

prophet ; for this was he, of whom it is written, " Behold,

I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before

me; and the Lord whom ye (my chosen one) seek, shall

suddenly come to his temple—even the messenger of the

covenant whom ye delight in. Behold, he shall come, saith

the Lord of Hosts ; but who may abide the day of his

coming, and who shall stand when he appeareth : for he is

like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap, and he shall sit as

a refiner, and purifier of silver, and he shall purify the sons

of Levi, and purge them, as gold and silver, that they may
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Now this

is John, the Elias, not a man, but the Spirit sent from God,
to prepare the mind of the creature for the manifestation of
God in the human nature ; therefore it is written in the next

chapter, Malachi iv. and v. " Behold, I send you Elijah,

the prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful


