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THERE is something refreshing 
about the dawning of a new year. 

It is, firstly, a chance to return to 
some sort of normality after a hectic 
festive season; to reclaim our homes 
and workplaces from amid a sea of 
tinsel and twinkling lights.

But, perhaps most importantly, it 
provides an opportunity to draw a 
line under what has gone before. To 
embark on something of a fresh start 
with a new year defining that change.

Depending on your political 
persuasian, 2016 was either one to 
remember due to the success of 
Trump and Brexit - or to induce 
panic about the state of 
humanity due to, well, the 
success of Trump and Brexit.

One thing many have 
raised in reflections on a 
quite remarkable year is our 
increasing desire to ignore 
the so-called ‘experts’ and 
instead simply go on gut 
instinct.

While a 
scepticism about 
information from 

all sources is often healthy - we 
should, after all, be aware of what 
motivates all such announcements 
- to simply dismiss anything to 
support a counter argument to a 
belief we hold is both short-sighted 
and potentially dangerous.

We live in a democracy and one 
which puts free speech at the very 
heart of all we hold dear. Therefore it 
is essential we do entertain alterna-
tive views; that we absorb them and 
adjust our outlook accordingly. 

To encourage huge swathes of 
people - many disillusioned by the 

so-called establishment - to ignore 
and ridicule them could lead us 

into perilous waters.
So perhaps our resolution 

for 2017 could be a fresh start 
on how we combat differing 

opinions and that we do not 
allow extreme views to go 

unchallenged because we’re 
told to ignore dissenting 

voices but instead 
engage in healthy 

and diverse 
debate.

Let’s get healthy in our 
level of debate in 2017

Editor Chris Britcher
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Retailers hint at sales 
slump over Christmas 
RETAILERS across the county 
have reported a mixed reaction in 
the number of shoppers venturing 
out in what is traditionally the 
busiest time of year in the shopping 
calendar -  with some reporting a 
decrease in footfall during this  
year’s Boxing Day sales.

Figures show that Boxing Day 
sales fell 6.7 per cent on last year 
for UK retailers, suggesting that 
the incentive to buy in the sales has 
weakened following widespread 
discounting including Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday that continued 
well into December. .

 Centre manger for Hempstead 
Valley in Gillingham Mark Rumfitt   
echoed concerns that the lure of 
pre-Christmas sales contributed to 
a drop in shoppers during the final 
week of the holiday season. 

“We saw 160,000 people in the 
week before Christmas - our 
biggest record for that period. 

“Our Boxing Day sales were 
busy, but with so many discounts 
before  Christmas following from 
Black Friday, our post-Christmas 
sale period is flatter than  
expected.”  

Centre manager for Fremlin 
Walk in Maidstone Lloyd Wright 
also reported a slight drop in 
Boxing Day shoppers. 

He said: “It seems fair to say that 
footfall was slightly down on 
Boxing Day -  but sales were up.

 He added: “We believe boxing 
day revenue was driven by 
increased sale promotions; with 
some retailers increasing their 50 
per cent off pre-christmas sales to 
70 per cent on Boxing Day.

Meanwhile, other retailers in the 
county reported a boom in sales 
during the period between 
Christmas and new year. 

 Westwood Cross in Broadstairs 
saw thousands heading to the shops 
to pick up a bargain, with six times 
as many crowds on Boxing Day. 

Shoppers were queuing  outside 
Next from 3am, where the store 
was greeted by 400 shoppers by 
the time it opened three hours 
later. 

Westwood Cross marketing 
manager Sarah Goodman said: 

 “By 8.30am on Boxing Day, the 
car park was 70 percent full. 

“That’s amazingly different 
to a normal Monday morning, 
where we would normally see 10 
per cent of spaces taken at that 
time.” 

 Despite a fall in sales, Boxing 
Day shoppers are still predicted 
to have gone on a £3.85 billion bar-
gain hunt. 

adele.couchman@archant.co.uk

By Adele Couchman

DIP: Boxing Day sales have seen a drop in shoppers with pre-Christmas events like Black Friday

Fundraising launched 
after Boxing Day fire 
leaves family homeless
MULTIPLE fundraising campaigns 
have been launched after a Sheppey 
family lost their home to a devastat-
ing fire on Boxing Day.

Six fire engines were required to 
scale down the blaze at a bungalow 
in Highfield Road in Minster-on-Sea 
after it broke out just before 3pm.

Now the family have been left 
homeless, kindhearted friends and 
neighbours have started numerous 
JustGiving pages which have already 
raised thousands of pounds for the 
family. 

Neighbour Neil Thomkins  has 
started a crowdfunding page aiming 
to raise £5,000 to help the occupants 
rebuild. 

It reads: “We’re raising £5,000 to 
my good friends have had a house 
fire on Boxing Day and have lost 
everything. all the have left is the 
clothes they stand .

“I am planning to use any funds 
raised to help them replace every-
thing they have lost.”

Another fundraising campaign 

has been launched by Rosetta Lord, 
which has already raised over 
£1,400.  

She said: “My mum and step dad 
were on their way to my family’s 
Boxing Day gathering,

“As they arrived they got a phone 
call from a neighbour informing 
them that their house was on fire.    
“When they returned home they 
were faced with there road blocked 
off and six fire engines. 

 “Everything from the house has 
been destroyed and all our childhood 
memories that we can never get 
back.”

Carole Knight is also hoping to 
provide the family a further £1,000. 

 Kent Fire and Rescue remained at 
the scene for four hours,  where the 
fire is thought to have started when 
the occupants were out.

Alternative accommodation is 
being found for them, and the cause 
of the fire is not yet known. 

At the time of writing, some 
£2,000 has been raised.

 Pedestrian dies in Christmas 
Eve hit and run in Dartford  
A MAN in his 20s died on 
Christmas Eve after he was hit 
by a car.

The pedestrian, from Tyne and 
Wear, was crossing the road in 
Crossways Boulevard, Dartford, at 
around 6pm when he was struck 
by a black Vauxhall Corsa. The 
man died at the scene.

Police traced the vehicle to 
Bexleyheath and two people from 

Dartford were arrested on 
suspicion of causing death by 
dangerous driving, failing to stop at 
the scene of a collision and pervert-
ing the course of justice.

A 22-year-old man and a 
20-year-old woman have been 
bailed until May 1 pending further 
enquiries.

Anyone with information should 
call 01622 798538.

Questions from Folkestone 
MP over Wiggins package
FOLKESTONE MP Damian 
Collins has questioned a 
package that was given to Sir 
Bradley Wiggins in the wake of 
his retirement on Wednesday. 

But what Wiggins thought would 
be a glorious goodbye was 
overshadowed by suspicions 
raised over a package delivered to 
Wiggins and Team Sky at the end 
of the 2011 Criterium du Dauphine 

- a race won by Wiggins. 
Although Team Sky principal Sir 

Dave Brailsford  told a department 
of  culture, media and sport select 
committee last week the package 
contained a relatively cheap over 
the  counter decongestant, Mr 
Collins – the chairman of the  
committee –  said “more new 
questions seem to be thrown up” 
about the drugs. 
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Burglars steal shotguns in Allington burglary
POLICE are appealing for witnesses after thieves 
reportedly stole shotguns, watches and jewellery in a 
Christmas Eve burglary. 

The burglary is reported to have taken place at a 
home in Nightingale Road, off the A20 at Allington, near 
Maidstone, on Saturday, December 24, between 
midday and 9pm.

 Three luxury watches, some jewellery and three 

shotguns are reported to have been taken.
 Anyone with information is asked to call Kent Police 

on 01622 604100 quoting YY/29146/16.
 Following the Christmas period, Kent Police 

have warned people to dispose of wrapping and 
boxes outside their homes carefully to protect 
themselves  from the unwanted attention of  burglars 
and thieves.  

SOUTH East Coast Ambulance Service asked 
people to only call an ambulance in the worst 
cases as it struggled to meet demand on Boxing 
Day.

In a statement, the trust said it was under 
pressure with a high volume of calls and asked 
people to stick mainly to life or death cases when 
calling Kent’s emergency ambulances. 

The trust has seen a 10 per cent increase in 
demand compared to last year. 

Richard Webber, the trust’s on-call strategic 
incident commander, said on Monday: “The 
public can help us by avoid calling us for non-life-
threatening emergencies and seek alternative 
treatment from other healthcare providers or if 
you do require hospital treatment look to make 
your own way there.”

“We’d like to remind people to only dial 999 in a 
serious emergency and remember the other 
options available, such as NHS 111, which we run 
in partnership across Kent, Surrey and Sussex.” 

Ambulances struggle 
with festive demand 

AN anti-hunt protester gave Nigel Farage a frosty 
welcome when the former UKIP leader turned out 
to support the Boxing Day Hunt near his Kent 
home. 

The member of  the Hunt Saboteurs managed to 
take a picture of himself sticking a middle finger up at 
Farage, who attended the Old Surrey and Burstow 
and West Kent Hunt at Chiddingstone Castle near 
Edenbridge. 

Mr Farage, who lives near Westerham, appeared 
in good spirits as he posed for cameras enjoying a 
pre-11am pint in a pair of yellow trousers. 

The MEP is a regular at the mass hunting event – 
one of the biggest in the fox hunting calendar – de-
spite a recent poll showing that 84 per cent of the 
country supports the ban.

 It is estimated that 300 hunts happened on Boxing 
Day this year, with hunters claiming to abide by the 
law by having hounds follow a scent rather than a fox. 

The Hunting Act was introduced in 2004 and 
outlaws the pursuit of animals with dogs. 

Farage given finger 
at Boxing Day Hunt 

WITH 2016 seeing one of the worst rail strikes in a 
generation, even more Southern walkouts are 
scheduled over the next year.

 Rail passengers are set to endure misery in the 
coming weeks, as drivers from both the Aslef and 
RMT unions continue strikes over six days in January 
–  from Monday, January 9, trough to Saturday,  
January 14).

Passengers are being advised to expect a severely 
reduced and disrupted service every day while the 
industrial action is in place – including routes from 
near Tonbridge, and Ashford International. 

The long-running stand-off is centred on the train 
operator’s plans to introduce driver-only trains, which 
is opposed by unions.

 Although both unions claim that giving drivers the 
sole responsibility for operating train doors is 
dangerous, Govia Thameslink -  the parent company 
of Southern -  dispute any safety risks and have 
branded the industrial action as “unjustified and 
unprecedented”.  

More Southern strike 
misery in new year

All those involved were returned 
to their cells by 1am.

POA chairman Mike Rolfe said 
fires had been lit during the incident 
and the specially trained Tornado 
squads were drafted in to help quell 

the trouble.
The disturbance was confined to a 

landing on a single wing and the 
rest of the prison was secure, the 
Prison Service said.

It was the fourth major distur-
bance at an English prison in less 
than two months, coming a week af-
ter hundreds of inmates rioted at 
Birmingham prison.

HMP Swaleside has a capacity of 
around 1,100 inmates serving pris-
on terms of more than four years.

Swaleside was condemned by the 
HM Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) 
in July, which described it in a report 
as “dangerous”, with levels of vio-
lence that were “far too high” and 
many incidents of a serious nature.

Mr Gillan commented: “The Gov-
ernment’s own statistics demonstrate 
the service is in crisis. Staffing is at a 
critical level in many of our jails.

“We will continue to push forward 
our agenda on Health and Safety 
and to try to get pension justice and 
a proper remuneration for our hard 
working and over stretched mem-
bers.”

Swaleside prison officers 
praised for bravery in  
recent prisoner take over 

THE BRAVERY of the prison officers 
who dealt with the recent take over 
of the HMP Swaleside on the Isle of 
Sheppey, has been commended by 
the Prison Officers Association 
(POA).

General secretary of the POA Ste-
ve Gillan said: “I am told that had it 
not been for the bravery of our col-
leagues at Swaleside in securing the 
prison then things would have been 
far worse. 

“On behalf of the National Execu-
tive Committee, I pay tribute to eve-
ryone involved from the National 
Tactical Response Group. Tornado 
teams, and the Swaleside staff for 
their professionalism and keeping 
the public and each other safe.”

A police investigation has been 
launched following the incident, 
which saw 60 prisoners take control 
of a landing on a wing at the catego-
ry B training prison shortly before 
7pm on December 23.

emily.king@archant.co.uk

By Emily King

CONDEMNED: HMP Swalesidese
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ONE of the two rescued fishermen who 
disappeared after their boat capsized 
several miles of Ramsgate on Tuesday 
night has died. 

A major search and rescue operation 
by the UK Coastguard was undertaken 
on Wednesday, but was called off by the 
time of writing due to poor light 
conditions.  

 One person was winched to safety 
from the Belgian-registered boat and 
taken to hospital, and later a second 
crew member was also rescued from 
the water – but died in hospital  The 
third remains unaccounted for.

Lifeboats from Ramsgate and Har-
wich, the Coastguard search and res-
cue helicopter based at Lydd and the 
Coastguard Rescue Team from Mar-
gate were all sent out during the search

A spokesperson said teams had spent 
the entire day searching approximate-
ly 20 miles north east of Ramsgate.

Duty controller for the UK Coast-
guard Kaimes Beasley said on Wednes-
day: “This has been an extensive and 
comprehensive search of the area.

“We are standing down the search 
this evening because of the fading 
light. It is unlikely that the search will 
resume in the morning, unless we get 
further information that will help us 
find the third crew member.”

Fisherman dies 
after Belgian
boat capsizes  

SEARCH: Fishing boat capsizes
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Taking force progress into 2017

F
OR the past seven months 
it has been an honour and 
privilege to service the peo-
ple of Kent and Medway as 
your police and crime 

commissioner.  
I am acutely aware that I am writ-

ing this article at Christmas time 
and so firstly I wish to offer all the 
police officers and staff, as well oth-
er emergency service workers, who 
will be working over Christmas and 
new year my most sincere thanks. 

I know from family experience 
that both they and their families 
will be anxious for a safe return 
home so that they can celebrate 
with their children and loved ones. 

I am very grateful for their con-
tinued dedication to protecting us 
all from harm all year round.

In these first seven months, I have 
worked hard to implement some of 
the promises that I made to the elec-
torate in my manifesto. 

Kent Police is recruiting more of-
ficers and PCSOs. Victims of crime 
are getting faster and more tailored 
support, particularly in response to 
more traumatic events. 

The Volunteer Police Cadets pro-
gramme is returning for young peo-
ple. Investment has been made in 
new technology to support frontline 

REFLECTION: Police and crime commissioner Matthew Scott looks back on his seven months in office so far

Kent’s police and crime commissioner 
By Matthew Scott

policing and 101 call-waiting times 
are starting to come down. 

Progress has also been made on 
the backlog of firearms licences.

Mental health remains a key issue 
for policing and one of my top priori-
ties. 

Around a third of all Kent Police 
time is spent dealing with cases in-
volving mental health, even though 
that is not the right thing for vulner-
able people because officers are not 
trained as health professionals. 

I continue to raise awareness of 
this important issue and have 
secured funding from the govern-
ment to create new places of 

safety for people in crisis. 
I am also supporting mental 

health projects in the county that 
will reduce the pressure on police 
officers.

2016 has been an interesting 
year in many respects, but a positive 
one in the main for Kent Police. 

I congratulate Kent Police again 
for being considered “Outstanding” 
by their independent inspectors for 
legitimacy and public confidence. 

In fact, they are the only force to 
have received this two years in a 
row. The force is “Good” in nearly 
all other areas it is assessed on. 

This is not an easy achievement 

and is a reflection of the hard-work 
and commitment shown by the 
force on a daily basis. The officers 
and staff are all to be congratulated.

Next year will see the publication 
of a new police and crime plan, 
which will set the priorities for the 
chief constable to deliver for the 
next four years. 

This will have been produced in 
consultation with the public, and I 
am grateful for the 1,700 responses 
I received. 

I am working on a new restora-
tive justice service, which will sup-
port victims and help reduce re-of-
fending. 

I will also be looking to invest in 
new community safety projects and 
mental health programmes that 
will support policing. 

I’ve started building relationships 
between the PCC’s office and others 
and have travelled extensively 
across the county to meet with local 
MPs, councils, charities and local 
organisations. 

I’ve also worked with councillors, 
of all different political parties in-
cluding some of my former oppo-
nents, on local issues. 

Of the many very positive engage-
ments I’ve undertaken in my first 
seven months my personal high-
light was meeting the author of the 
first piece of correspondence I re-
ceived as PCC. 

This was from four-year-old 
Samir who wanted to know why 
there were no police trains. He even 
drew a design for me of what a Kent 
Police Train could look like. 

I got to meet him and talk to his 
friends about what the police does, 
and importantly that they are there 
to keep them safe.   

Finally, to all residents in the 
county, I hope you have a Happy 
New Year. I look forward to meeting 
more of you as I continue my pro-
gramme of public engagements in 
2017 and please do not hesitate to 
contact me if there is anything I can 
do to assist.
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Sgt Wilson’s rollercoaster life 
behind scenes of comedy hit

R
EMARKABLY, 2017 will 
be the 40th anniversary 
of the end of comedy clas-
sic Dad’s Army - a show 
which continues to be 

aired on primetime BBC channels to 
this day.

And as millions continue to settle 
down to watch the antics of Captain 
Mainwaring and his bungling troop 
of Home Guard, for many it is the 
amiable ladies’ man Arthur Wilson 
who remains one of the show’s most 
endearing characters.

Portrayed by actor John Le Mesur-
ier, Kent was both home and refuge 
from a lengthy acting career.

He lived in a property in London 
Road, Ramsgate - which today bears 
a blue plaque in his honour - and was 
known to frequent local bars, often in 
the company of his Dad’s Army co-
stars.

Yet his personal life was far from 
simple.

Amid filming roles in a host of mov-

ies and TV shows, he was married 
three times and had two children. His 
first marriage crumbled after wife 
June suffered from alcoholism, his 
second to Carry On star Hattie 
Jacques when she had an affair (at 
one stage moving her lover into the 
family home), and his third nearly hit 
the rocks when wife Joan had a torrid 
affair with legendary comedian Tony 
Hancock - a close friend of the Dad’s 
Army star.

But his affection amid the public 
was only strengthened by his role in 
the war time saga and he continued 
to work right up until his death.

Speaking to KoS from his home in 
California, the actor’s son, Robin, 
who has worked in the music indus-
try since moving to New York as a 
teenager, explained: “You couldn’t 
stop him working unless he was un-
well. 

“I was living in Los Angeles, and 
still do, so I didn’t get to see him or 
Joan that much. But I used to visit 
when I had a little time. 

“I know he loved the house he and 
Joan had on London Road. And he en-
joyed going to the local for a drink as 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
By Chris Murphy the locals wouldn’t bother him. The 

last time I saw him was a short time 
before he died, but he still had that 
dry wit even from his hospital bed.”

Born in 1912 in Bedford to a lawyer 
father Charles, and mother Amy, the 
unusual and often mispronounced 
surname comes from his mother’s 
roots in Alderney, one of the Channel 
Islands. The family moved to Bury St 
Edmunds, and John was sent to 
boarding school at Grenham House 
in Minnis Bay, Birchington.

A spell working with his father led 
to amateur dramatics and he was 
hooked.

In 1933, time at the Fay Compton 
Studio of Dramatic Art led to a life-
time friendship with fellow-student 
Alec Guinness, and his first stage ap-
pearance in Edinburgh and televi-
sion in 1938.

War came and he was made a cap-
tain in India until being demobbed in 
1946. Two years later, he made his 
first movies, Death in the Hand and 
Escape from Broadmoor.

And then his life become complex 
and tangled.

His first marriage in 1940 to direc-

As Dad’s Army celebrates 40 years since its final episode, we speak to the widow 
and son on one of its memorable stars, John Le Mesurier, who lived in Ramsgate

tor June Melville ended as she sank in 
to alcoholism, and as they divorced in 
1949 he married Carry On star Hattie 
Jacques, who herself was born in 
Sandgate, after a two-year affair.

They had sons Kim, who tragically 
died in 1991, and Robin.

Meanwhile, Mr Le Mesurier and Ms 
Jacques teamed up with Tony Han-
cock for the radio series Educating 
Archie.

Mr Pritchard said: “John was a ma-
jor jazz fan and loved to visit places 
like Ronnie Scott’s with James Beck, 
who played Joe Walker in Dad’s 
Army.”

It was also a favourite haunt with 
Mr Hancock, and Mr Le Mesurier 
eventually joined Hancock’s Half 

Hour in 1956, after several more film 
roles.

But it was in 1968 that Dad’s Army 
started and he become a household 
name earning £260 per episode.

Tony Pritchard, secretary of the 
Dad’s Army Appreciation Society, ex-
plained: “He was a true gentleman 
and a real smoothy.

“John was surprised when he read 
the pilot episode that he was not cast 

Maintain 
Construction Ltd

We transform homes...
Don’t move, improve! Do you need additional bedroom space,  

a bigger kitchen or entertaining space?  
Maintain Construction Ltd can help with your initial ideas through to 

completion. We also import fine, affordable kitchens and bathrooms. 

For a job well done, give us a call and let’s talk 
 about your property needs

Canterbury 01227 207 111 
Ramsgate, Margate & Broadstairs  01843 269 736  

 www.maintaintotalpropertycare.co.uk

Like and follow us for top tips and competitions
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LOCATION: Caught on camera during on-location filming at Thetford, in Norfolk, John Le Mesurier and the cast of 
the BBC show. He attended school in Birchington and lived and died in Ramsgate. 

as the officer, as he usually was. It 
came to pass that he was originally 
thought of to play the captain, and 
Arthur Lowe the sergeant, but an in-
spired change of roles gave the pro-
gramme some of its funniest ele-
ments, as the gallant captain played 

the game of one-upmanship with his 
socially superior sergeant.”

Mr Le Mesurier admitted he based 
the character on himself, writing: “I 
thought, why not just be myself, use 
an extension of my own personality 
and behave rather as I had done in 

the army? So I always left a button or 
two undone, and had the sleeve of my 
battle dress slightly turned up. I spoke 
softly, issued commands as if they 
were invitations, the sort not likely to 
be accepted, and generally assumed a 
benign air of helplessness.”

Dad’s Army saw nine series over 
nine years including 80 episodes.

Other major roles saw him win a 
Bafta for his portrayal of a spy in Trai-
tor while he also appeared in sex 
comedies Confessions of a Window 
Cleaner and Au Pair Girls. 

And while Arthur Lowe voiced the 
Mr Men children’s cartoon, so Mr Le 
Mesurier was the voice of popular 
children’s series Bod.

Hattie Jacques had an affair with 
her driver in 1962 and even moved 
him in to their marital home, while 
Mr Le Mesurier was confined to the 
attic room.

A year later, he met Joan Malin, 
raised in Broadstairs, at Peter Cook’s 
Establishment Club, Soho, famous for 
its jazz and satirical performances. 

They married in 1966 with Mr Le 
Mesurier taking the blame for divorce 
so Ms Jacques didn’t get any negative 
publicity. 

A year later, however, Joan started 
an affair with Tony Hancock, but his 
violent alcoholism forced her back to 
Ramsgate, and the forgiving arms of 
her husband. Mr Hancock committed 
suicide in 1968 after battling depres-
sion and alcoholism.

Joan Le Mesurier told us: “It was a 
complicated time with a lot of person-
al relationships moving around, but 
we did all remain terribly good 
friends.

“I was good friends with Hattie and 
it was she who engineered my meet-
ing with John.

“Because she was having an affair 
with a very handsome chap, who was 
her driver, she felt really guilty about 
this and she wanted to find someone 
for John.

“She kind of engineered a little par-
ty and I went along there quite inno-

cently and met John. One thing led to 
another and we became very good 
friends.

“It was a long time before we be-
came anything else. Hattie became a 
very close, dear friend of mine.

“John and Hattie were friends with 
Tony and even after that didn’t go 
well, we all still spoke. We all just got 
on, including my previous husband 
and his new wife. We all grew like 
tree branches together. There was no 
acrimony between us - we didn’t do 
that.

“All this was a long time ago now, 
and I do look back fondly on it but it 
was a tragic time when Tony [Han-
cock] killed himself.

“Now I am 85 and after living in 
Spain for seven years when John died, 
and am now back in Ramsgate to be 
with my family.”

In the earlier 1980s, Mr Le Mesur-
ier became seriously ill with cirrhosis 
of the liver and eventually hospital-
ised a year later in Ramsgate Hospi-
tal. The 71-year-old told Joan: “It has 
been rather lovely” and slipped into a 
coma before he died on November 15, 
1983.

Prior to his death, he had asked his 
wife, Joan, to post a death notice in 
the Times which read simply: “John 
Le Mesurier wishes it to be known 
that he conked out on November 15. 
He sadly misses his family and 
friends.”

He was cremated and his ashes 
buried at the church of St George the 
Martyr, Church Hill, Ramsgate.

His epitaph reads: “John Le Mesur-
ier. Much loved actor. Resting” along 
with one to his son Kim.  

A blue plaque was placed on his 
home at 8 London Road, Ramsgate in 
2010 and unveiled by Joan.
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I A N  P E N N I C K
K I T C H E N S ,  B A T H R O O M S  &  B E D R O O M S

B E A U T I F U L LY  I N S P I R E D ,  
B E S P O K E  I N T E R I O R S
Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or 
bathroom without compromising on quality. Pop into our showroom, no 
appointment needed, and parking right outside the door!

NOW SUPPLYING & FITTING 
AMTICO FLOORING

STUDIO ADJACENT TO CANTERBURY GARDEN CENTRE 
CANTERBURY ROAD, HERNE COMMON, KENT CT6 7LJ

CALL 01227 283850 FOR FREE ADVICE 6 DAYS A WEEK, MON-SAT WWW.IANPENNICK.CO.UK

ian pennick
i n t e r i o r s
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Giving hope 
for children 
bearing cost 
of conflict
The Bishop of Rochester writes for us 
about the importance of salvation and 
remaining strong in uncertain times

I
N the Christian calendar, New 
Year’s Day is also the day on 
which the Church remembers 
the naming of Mary’s son.  

The gospel story tells us that 
he is given the name ‘Jesus’, which 
means ‘God saves’. And that word 
which we translate as ‘saves’ is all 
about God’s action in bringing about 
reconciliation, healing, wholeness, 
justice and hope.

Importantly, it is about God mak-
ing it possible for we humans to come 
close to God – knowing God; and it is 
also about the healing of our relation-
ships with one another at all levels.

I’m not very good at New Year reso-
lutions, so I don’t usually make them. 
But this year, as we stand at the 
change of the years, I do find myself 
with some serious hopes, longings 
and prayers – as well as, if I am hon-
est, a good many fears and anxieties.  

The centre of my longing and my 
prayer is for that ‘salvation’ for the 
world which is what the name ‘Jesus’ 

is about.
As I write this, the last so-called 

‘rebels’ (including thousands of inno-
cent non-combatants, including 
many children) are being removed 
from Aleppo; who knows where 
things will be by the time you read 
this.  

I’m reminded that on December 28, 
the Christian calendar had another 
festival, that of the Holy Innocents.  
This marks the story in Matthew’s 
gospel of King Herod killing many 
young children as he seeks to kill the 
child, Jesus.  

Not only in Aleppo, but in so many 
other places across the world it is the 
children who bear the cost of human 
conflict. 

We hear of young boys and girls be-
ing forced into bearing arms; young 
women kidnapped and raped; schools 
destroyed, and hopes of education 
with them; children becoming mi-
grants and refugees, travelling thou-
sands of miles in the hope of safety, 
and often with no close adult to care 
for them.  

I still worry about my children 
sometimes - and they’re in their thir-

Rt Rev James Langstaff
New Year Message

ties now.  What about an eight-year 
old who has no close adult left, and 
may even be caring for a younger sib-
ling as well?  Whatever the reasons 
behind the conflicts, the suffering of 
children is a scar on the whole hu-
man race.

And so it is heart-warming when 
one encounters good things being 
done for children.  

I visit a lot of prisons in my national 
role as Bishop to HM Prisons. We 
hear lots of bad news stories about 
our prisons – here’s a good new one.  

One estimate is that 65 per cent of 
boys who have a father in prison will 

go on to offend themselves. At the 
same time, children of prisoners are 
twice as likely as other children to 
have behaviour and mental health 
problems, and they are less likely to 
do well at school. There are some 
great initiatives working with the 
children of prisoners, but one in par-
ticular has inspired me recently.

At HMP Parc in South Wales, they 
have a range of approaches to help 
imprisoned fathers stay in touch with 
their children. For example, they 
have built links with schools in the 
area and have events when the child, 
their other parent and their teacher 
come into prison to talk about the 
child’s education.

Alongside this, children can come 
into prison for homework club, with 
their dad helping them with the 
homework. They even have a Scout 
group where the children come into 
prison for their Scout meeting, with 
the dads acting as helpers.

The evidence is becoming clear 
that the children are doing better at 
school (and will thus be less likely to 
offend themselves), that the dads are 
taking their parental responsibility 
seriously, and even that dads in the 
programme are less likely to re-offend 
when released – and apart from any-
thing else that saves you and me a lot 
of taxpayer’s money. And that is all 
part of ‘salvation’ – the healing of 
lives in damaged families.

That is one example of an initiative 
which brings the hope of new possi-
bilities. 

In this new year, I’m one of the 
sponsors for a national initiative 
called Prison Hope. This intends to 
spread good ideas about how we can 
bring hope for prisoners, victims of 
crime, and communities affected by 
crime.  

It is about encouraging local initia-
tives up and down the country, espe-
cially through building better links 
between prison chaplaincies and 
their local church and wider commu-
nities.  At a time when the situation 
in many prisons is pretty bleak, we 
want to bring hope – and that too is 
part of ‘salvation’, for individuals, 
families and wider society.

And what of salvation for the wider 
world, that world in which the chil-
dren of Aleppo and elsewhere are so 
badly done by?  

Whatever your position on Brexit, 
or on the election of Mr Trump in the 
US, there can be no denying that the 
world community is facing change 
and uncertainty in this coming year.  

Relationships between and within 
powerful nations and groups of na-
tions – the US, Russia, China, Europe, 
the Middle East - are shifting and we 
do not know what that will mean.  

In October, I found myself on the 
edge of the Italian earthquake zone 
when a series of powerful tremors 
came. It was unnerving as we felt the 
earth literally shifting beneath us. In 
our world today, huge shifts are going 
on. That brings anxiety for many of 
us, but we pray that there may come a 
new ‘settling’ as the pieces take up 
their new positions – as after a physi-
cal earthquake.

So as a Christian, I am hoping and 
praying for all that is meant by the 
name ‘Jesus’.  For God’s salvation to 
come in the healing of the nations; 
the bringing of justice and belonging 
for children who suffer, especially 
through war; the healing of damaged 
families and communities.  And I 
pray also for each of us, that we know 
this at the personal level of a fuller 
and richer relationship with God and 
with those around us.

HOPE: The Bishop of Rochester writes exclusively for KoS in a special new year message:  Picture: ADY KERRY

CONFLICT: Children are suffering in war torn Aleppo in Syria,  Picture: PA
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Who do you think you are kidding 
Mr Napoleon ? Meet Dad’s Navy
Before the Home Guard, the county’s coastline had a last line of protection against French invasion 
in the Sea Fencibles, an odd-ball band of young and old alike who would tackle foreign forces

D
AD’S Army repeats on tel-
evision still make popular 
viewing, but few who 
laugh at their antics are 
aware that the Home 

Guard’s naval equivalent was pre-
pared to resist invasion more than 
200 years ago.

They were the Sea Fencibles, an 
odd-ball band of fishermen, boatmen 
and other inhabitants aged from 15 
to 60 of Kent’s seaside towns and vil-
lages ‘as shall voluntarily offer them-
selves for the defence of the coast’.

If the French had managed to evade 
the Royal Navy and invade our front-
line county in the Napoleonic era, 
they would have been opposed by 
these Dad’s Navy men of the time.

All Napoleon needed was control of 
the Channel in order to launch his 
boastfully-named ‘Army of England’ 
against the Kent coast. 

He himself said: “It is necessary for 
us to be masters of the sea for six 
hours only and England will have 
ceased to exist.” 

A humorous contemporary print 
shows some of the feared invasion 
methods; troop-filled barges, infan-
try and artillery coming through an 
early version of the Channel Tunnel, 
and air attacks – shades of things that 
were to come – using hot air balloons 
and kites. 

The invasion threat was so real 
that in 1798 Sea Fencible detach-
ments were established around the 
coast. Kent’s were divided into eight 
districts: Hythe, Folkestone, Dover, 
Deal, Sandwich, Margate, Whitstable 
and Faversham. 

They were a naval militia, the 
brainchild of the peculiarly-named 
Captain, later Rear Admiral, Sir 
Home Riggs Popham, a controversial, 
scientifically-minded officer known 
to some in the service as ‘a damned 
cunning fellow’.

Fencible is a corruption of defenci-
ble, a part-timer who trained in his 
spare time to defend his home area 
when invasion threatened. 

They were commanded by regular 
Royal Navy officers and paid a shil-
ling a day when they took time out 
from their normal jobs to train with 
muskets, pikes and cannon to defend 
the coast. 

Most importantly, they were given 
a protection that exempted them 
from sea service. Without it, many 
would most certainly been grabbed 
by the Navy’s press gangs. 

The plan was that if invasion barg-
es managed to cross the Channel the 
Sea Fencibles would attack them with 
gunboats and shore batteries before 
the French could land.    

Their secondary role was to ‘attack 
and annoy’ small French privateers 
and retake any vessels that may have 
fallen into enemy hands.

The invasion threat never materi-

alised, but the French privateers did 
and were a constant menace. They 
were armed vessels owned and of-
ficered by private persons who were 
given commissions known as ‘letters 
of marque’ from the French govern-
ment to prey on British merchant 
shipping. 

In effect, the privateers were li-
censed pirates. But whenever possible 
our Sea Fencibles saw them off.

One of their most successful en-
counters took place off the North 
Foreland in 1799 when two mer-
chantmen were boarded and taken 
by the French. But, the officer com-
manding Margate district reported: 
“the moment the capture was per-
ceived 40 or 50 of the Sea Fencibles 
pushed off in three boats and near 
three o’clock recaptured the two 
brigs, the privateer having made off.”

Kent, being first stop on the inva-
sion coast, was an armed camp 
throughout the revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars and it fell to the 
Lord Lieutenant and his deputies to 
organise and muster the local defence 
forces.

Along with the militia and volun-
teers, the Sea Fencibles appear in the 
lists drawn up by Kent’s deputy lieu-
tenants to ensure that every man had 
a role in defending our county and 
the nation. 

Those considered unable to fight 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
By David McDine

were instructed to turn up with a 
horse and cart, axe, spade – ‘or what-
ever useful thing they could bring’. 
Some were instructed to be ready to 
ferry supplies or livestock away from 
the coast, others to help throw up de-
fences.

No doubt they included the equiva-
lents of ‘stupid boy’ Private Pike and 
bumbling Lance Corporal Jones, and 

Captain Schomberg, who command-
ed the Dungeness Fencibles com-
plained that his men were ‘mostly 
smugglers and wreckers’ and not 
available when required.

But Nelson had a more optimistic 
view. Before Trafalgar, he was based 
at Deal commanding the anti-inva-
sion forces in the Channel and had 
overall command of the Sea Fenci-

bles. He said: “The men, I believe, will 
come forth when the country pre-
pares for fighting and all business 
stands still.”  

Kent’s Sea Fencibles were disband-
ed at the signing of the Treaty of Ami-
ens in 1802, but reinstated when war 
broke out again in 1803 and served 
on until 1810, by which time all like-
lihood of invasion had long passed.

ATTACK: A painting depicting the various forms of Channel attack. Inset, author David McDine

TALES OF ADVENTURE BASED ON THE FENCIBLES

KENT author David McDine got the 
idea for his new naval adventure 
novel about the county’s Sea 
Fencibles while researching his 
factual book Unconquered – The 
Story of Kent and its Lieutenancy.

He recalls: “Little had been 
written or was known about this 
Dad’s Navy of its day, but I found 
the whole idea of part-time seaside 
flotsam like them taking on the 
might of Napoleon totally fascinat-
ing.” 

The result is The Normandy 
Privateer, the story of Lieutenant 
Oliver Anson and his two compan-
ions who are wounded and 
captured during an abortive 
cutting-out raid on the French 
coast.

They escape and back in 

England end up running a ragtag 
detachment of Sea Fencibles on the 
Kent coast training to see off French 
invasion attempts. 

The author is a former Royal 
Naval Reserve officer and Ministry 
of Defence Chief Information 
Officer, appointed a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Kent in 2006. 

He says: “Most characters are 
entirely fictional, although based to 
some degree on people I have 
come across in all three services 
over the years. Weapons, uniforms 
and conditions of service may have 
changed dramatically since the 
Napoleonic era, but the cheerful, 
courageous, indomitable spirit and 
sense of humour of British service 
personnel lives on.”

 � The Normandy Privateer is 
published by Endeavour Press 
and is available via Amazon as 
an e-book at £2.99 and paper-
back at £8.99.   
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Lights, camera, 
action: County 
sets the scene 
in top dramas
Once again, some of the biggest television and 
film crews used Kent’s scenic landscape as their 
backdrop in 2016. We look back at the best shows 
and movies to appear on our screens this year...

A
S WELL as being a quite incredi-
ble year of news in Kent, the film 
scene in 2016 also proved to be 
one of the biggest yet.

While county stars graced our 
screens on popular reality shows like The Ap-
prentice and The Great British Bake Off, some 
of the most picturesque locations across the 
area were captured by film and television cam-
eras.

Kent this year featured in some of the biggest 
Hollywood blockbusters, BBC period dramas, 
crime thrillers plus music videos by huge pop 
stars including Emeli Sande and Robbie Wil-

liams - who rushed to the aid of a starstruck 
fan after crashing her car in shock at seeing 
the former Take That singer in Leysdown.

Not to menton the seemingly annual visit 
from BBC crews at Question Time, Secret Brit-
ain and the Antiques Roadshow, which visited 
Folkestone, the Hoo Peninsula and Ightham 
Mote respectively this year, while Maidstone 
Studios continued to welcome a range of 
shows, including the popular Take Me Out on 
ITV and the BBC’s Later...with Jools Holland.

Here is a list of ten of the biggest productions 
filmed in Kent that appeared on our screens 
this year.

THE CROWN

CREWS visited 
Chatham’s Historic 
Dockyard this year for 
filming in one of the 
most expensive TV 
series ever produced.

A Netflix original 
ten-part historical 
drama series, believed 
to be produced at a 
cost of some £100m, 
The Crown follows the reign of the young 
and newly-wed Queen Elizabeth II.

Starring Claire Foy as the lead, who also 
featured in Wolf Hall, filmed at Kent’s 
Penshurst Place, it explores revelations 
from Westminster and Buckingham Palace 
as the Queen forges a relationship with Sir 

Winston Churchill during 
the dissolution of the 
British Empire.

Production teams 
filmed a dockside scene 
on Anchor Wharf in 
Medway after building 
part of the side of a ship, 
and also filmed on HMS 
Cavalier as part of a 

home movie shoot the 
royal family had taken.

The dockyard, which dates back to the 
17th century and contains more than 100 
buildings from the Georgian and Victorian 
periods, has previously featured on 
screen in Suffragette, Downton Abbey and 
Les Miserables.

HUNTED

KENT provided the backdrop in a 
second series of Channel 4’s real life 
chase thriller Hunted, which follows 10 
ordinary people trying to remain 
hidden from a team of professional 
hunters for 28 days to win a share of 
£100,000.

The two remaining fugitives hid out 
in Tunbridge Wells and Sittingbourne 
the night before the final day of the 
challenge as the hunters tried to pin 
them down with information obtained 
from members of the public in ex-
change for cash.

The contestants still at large on the 
final day needed to reach a secret 
‘extraction point’ which turned out to be 
a boat moored on the Isle of Sheppey.
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NOW ON WINTER SALE

MANY EX-DISPLAY ITEMS IN STORE  
WITH REDUCTIONS OF UP TO 50%

TETBURY TRESTLE TABLE  Usual price £699 | Sale Price £499 | SAVE 25% 
CHAIR WITH SEAT PAD     Usual price £234 | Sale Price £174 | SAVE 25%

Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre  
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ

01227 463550 | www.nasons.co.uk

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY 10-4PM  
FREE PARKING  FREE DELIVERY*   

*Terms & Conditions Apply

An extensive range of  
hand painted furniture

HUMANS

SEASON two of the Channel 4 sci-fi drama, 
Humans, set in a parallel present universe, 
rolled into Thanet this year.

The second series explores how the latest 
family gadgets, highly-developed robotic 
servants called Synths affect and transform 
human lives, not always for the better.

It follows the missing Niska, played by 
Emily Berrington who has appeared in The 
Inbetweeners 2 movie, and her fellow Synths 
trying to locate her amid an environment of 
erratic behaviour.

Its award-winning first series attracted an 
average of 4.8 million viewers, becoming 
Channel 4’s highest rated drama in 20 years.

Production teams visited the district 
between April and June, at locations including 
West Bay Cafe in Westgate-on-Sea, Piggy 
Bank nursery in Birchington, Botany Bay in 
Broadstairs and Cliftonville’s Norfolk Road.

DOCTOR STRANGE

NORTHFLEET’S industrial shoreline was used 
for a stunt sequence at the beginning of 
Sherlock star Benedict Cumberbatch’s most 
recent film, Doctor Strange.

Based on a Marvel comic, the movie follows a 
neurosurgeon who sets out on a journey of 
healing after a car accident - filmed in the north 
Kent town - ruins his career, but ends up 
protecting the world from inter-dimensional 
threats.

Doctor Strange also stars the likes of Rachel 
McAdams, Bond villain Mads Mikkelsen and 12 
Years a Slave star Chiwetel Ejiofor.

The wider Gravesend area has previously 
welcomed filming from The Interceptor, Don’t 
Tell the Bride and Canterbury Tales – The 
Seacaptain’s Tale.

RUSTOM

A Hindi thriller inspired by the real life story of 
Indian Navy Commander Kawas Manekshaw 
Nanavati who was tried for killing his English-
born wife’s lover, Rustom was filmed across the 
county and brought £500,000 to the economy, 
according to council chiefs.

The 1959 murder case captured the public’s 
attention because of the details and conflicting 
stories that came out during the trial.

Kent locations used in the production 
included Canterbury, Maidstone river path and 
County Hall, Leeds Castle, Aylesford, and The 
Historic Dockyard Chatham.

The film is directed by Dharmendra Suresh 
Desai, written by Vipul K. Rawal and stars 
Akshay Kumar, Ileana and Arjan Bajwa.

The Rustom production filmed on location in 
Kent in April during which KCC’s Film Office 
assisted in finding suitable locations and 
arranging road closures.

THE HOLLOW CROWN: WARS OF THE ROSES

MR Cumberbatch was something of a regular visitor to 
the county in 2016, also starring in a BBC historical 
drama filmed at Tonbridge’s Penshurst Place.

The Hollow Crown: The Wars of the Roses tells the 
story of Richard III, played by the Sherlock star, and 
was broadcast in May during the commemorations to 
mark the 400th anniversary of William Shakespeare’s 
death.

Its celebrated British cast also included Dame Judi 
Dench, Hugh Bonneville and Sophie Okonedo.

Penshurst Place has strong connections with 
Shakespeare, with its medieval Baron’s Hall believed to 
have been the inspiration for the stage design at The 
Globe Theatre.

It was also used as one of the filming locations for 
Henry V, part of the original Hollow Crown series in 
2012.
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CALL THE MIDWIFE

DOUBLING up as the East End London 
streets, Chatham’s Historic Dockyard 
was again used for the fifth series of 
popular Sunday night drama Call the 
Midwife, which aired at the start of the 
year.

The show is based on the memoirs of 
Jennifer Worth and this series picks up 
just before Easter when the nuns and 
midwives of Nonnatus House find 
themselves delivering a baby with 
severe deformities and struggling to help 
the parents understand and care for their 
child.

Narrated by Mission: Impossible’s 
Vanessa Redgrave, the cast includes 
many familiar faces such as Helen 
George from The Three Musketeers, 
sitcom star Miranda Hart and Jenny 
Agutter, best known for the Railway 
Children.

THE ROYALS

ELIZABETH Hurley graced 
the county with her presence 
last year to star in American 
television drama series The 
Royals.

The show’s second series 
picks up after the murder of 
King Simon by an unknown 
assailant, where his brother 
Cyrus has taken the throne 
after deeming the prince and 
princess illegitimate, with the 
help of the Queen to fabricate 
the paternity results. 

Production of the drama 
made use of two locations in Kent: Allington 
Castle and Boughton Monchelsea Place, 

which used its dining hall as well 
as orchards for the setting of a 
lavish picnic.

Boughton Monchelsea Place is 
a 16th century manor house set 
within 15 miles of countryside to 
the south of Maidstone, and has 
previously featured in 2007 
thriller, Half Broken Things, and 
a variety of photoshoots.

Allington Castle, meanwhile, 
is privately owned and situated 
on the banks of the River 
Medway, and was previously on 
screen in Mary Tudor for BBC 

Education in 2005 and The Zany Adventures 
of Robin Hood in 1984.

CHURCHILL’S SECRET

MEOPHAM’S own Michael Gambon 
took on the role of Britain’s wartime 
leader in Churchill’s Secret on ITV 
earlier this year.

Set in 1953, the feature length drama 
tells the little known story of Winston 
Churchill’s second time as prime 
minister when he suffered a life-threat-
ening stroke, which is kept from the 
public.

Whilst his political peers plot his 
succession, family tensions surface 
when his long suffering wife, Clemmie, 
played by Lindsay Duncan, calls his 
children to visit him at his Westerham 
residence, Chartwell, where the 
drama was filmed.

Earlier this year, the National Trust 
launched a £7.1m appeal to ensure 
many of Churchill’s personal items 
remain at the house.

THE TUNNEL: SABOTAGE

AFTER a successful first series filmed at a range of 
locations across Kent, Sky Atlantic’s popular drama The 
Tunnel: Sabotage returned to the county for its second 
series.

Producers reclaimed their base at Discovery Park in 
Sandwich to re-unite unlikely Anglo-French detective 
duo Karl Roebuck, played by Stephen Dillane and Elise 
Wasserman, portrayed by Clémence Poésy.

The eight-part thriller kicks off with two seemingly 
isolated events; a plane crashing into the Channel, 
killing everyone on board and a French couple 
abducted from the Eurotunnel.

As well as the tunnel itself, filming also took place at 
Deal Pier, the Port of Dover, Sandwich Marina, Dover 
Castle, Folkestone Harbour, Westwood Industrial Estate 
in Margate, a range of locations in Canterbury among 
many other spots across the county.
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Furniture Gallery

Furniture Gallery

“The choices are endless, and so is the comfort!

WINTER SALE NOW ON
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN ONE WEEK  

ON ALL STOCK ITEMS
INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

Recliners & Sofas starting at prices TOO GOOD to miss!

Choice of over 100 Fabrics & Luxury Italian Leathers

www.lfgs.co.uk Family owned and operated

Nashville Stamford SAVE
15%

+ FREE
power 

upgrade

Georgia Zara

Save 15% + FREE power upgrade

Chairs from £499 Sofas from £925

Chairs from £499 Sofas from £765

Save 15% + FREE power upgrade

15 Royal Star Arcade, High Street,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 1JL

01622 296680

OPEN:
Mon–Sat: 9–5pm
Sun: 11–4pm

UK
’s

FI
RS
T
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Rise and fall of industrial capital
Though known for its agriculture, Kent was once a booming industrial hub. Author James Preston 
explains in his new book why the county’s heritage is dying as developers target our brownfield sites

T
HINK of Kent, and the im-
age of apples, cherries and 
sprawling green country-
side immediately springs to 
mind. 

Famous for its abundance of fruit-
growing and hop gardens, it’s all too 
easy to forget the county was once a 
booming industrial hub feeding the 
demands of the capital - making Kent 
the most industrialised area of south-
east England outside London during 
the 19th century. 

In a new book, Kent’s Industrial 
Heritage, local historian James Pres-
ton explains the rise and fall of its of-
ten neglected industrial heritage.

He explains: “A lot of our old indus-
trial sites are disappearing, so we 
should draw attention to what there 
is left of this part of our history before 
it goes.”

Mr Preston has lectured in higher, 
further and adult education in histo-
ry, industrial archaeology and indus-
trial architecture and formerly 
taught at MidKent College. 

He adds: “Nowadays, there’s all the 
talk of wanting to be environmental-
ly friendly, so these old industries are 
often looked upon as dirty.

“Coupled with the pressure to build 
so many houses on brownfield sites, 
what’s left of Kent’s industrial past re-
ally is at risk.”

Despite much of the county remain-
ing purely agricultural, the earliest 
knowledge of Kent’s urban economy 
shows the county at the centre of pro-
duction for the woollen and iron indus-
tries from the 14th to the 18th century. 

“We had rural industries to start off 
with, with domestic duties carried 
out in the home like textiles. 

“Then came the iron industry, 
which flourished during the 16th 
century in the Kentish weald, but all 
had closed by the 1760s in the face of 
coke-fuelled iron production else-
where,” he explains.

The woollen textile industry be-
came established in Cranbrook in 
1331, where the area produced 
broadcloth - a fine, high-quality lux-
ury cloth of a minimum 28 yards in 
lengh - much of which was exported 
via Blackwell Hall in London - centre 
of the wool and cloth trade.

 But when technology developed 
and it was cheaper to make wool in 
places like Gloucestershire and West 
Riding of Yorkshire, the Kent woollen 
textile industry declined rapidly in 
the 18th century. 

The iron industry would also flour-
ish in the Weald during the late 16th 
century, where iron ore was available 
from the Hastings beds, sand, and 
Wealden clay at a depth of 12 to 16 feet. 

There were at least 14 furnaces and 
14 forges in the Kentish Weald, many 
of which ceased production by the 
mid-17th century. 

After the decline of iron and textile 
production, Kent’s biggest industry 
was undoubtedly brewing - with the 
oast house for drying hops remaining 
an iconic symbol of the county to this 

day. 
Hops used in the brewing of beer 

had been grown on a commercial 
scale since at least the 16th century, 
but Kent’s once-thriving brewing in-
dustry was reduced to just one sub-
stantial firm - Shepherd Neame - by 
the 1990s. 

“Even 100 years ago, we had about 
100 breweries,” adds Mr Preston. 

“But the restrictive licensing on 
pubs was their demise, and it got to a 
point where just national breweries 
were supplying the county. 

“Before, it used to be local brewer-
ies supplying your local pub.”

With the county today very much 
remaining in a post-industrial land-
scape, it’s perhaps hard to imagine 
the important place Kent industry 
held in supporting the expanding city 
of London during the 19th century. 

As a source of millions of bricks 
and millions of tons of lime, cement, 
stone and sand, north Kent became a 
major supplier of the capital’s market. 

“In the 19th century we saw the ce-
ment and brick industries boom,” 
said Mr Preson. 

“London spread like a plague dur-
ing this time, and there was a re-
quirement for tonnes of bricks and 
cement for house building. 

“North Kent was close to London 
and rich in the geological materials, 
so it was natural the area would sup-
ply London when massive building 
projects were undertaken.”

Before they were transported by 
rail, barges provided a cheap means 
of transport for Kent’s bulky prod-
ucts. To meet demand, barge-build-
ing yards sprung up on the Thames, 
Medway and Swale - where cheap 
waterborne carriage was essential. 

Meanwhile, Chatham dockyard 
was Kent’s biggest industrial site pro-
ducing ships, and boats for the Royal 
Navy.

To fill the demand created by the 
building material industries for ma-

chinery, an engineering sector devel-
oped which, at the time, was at the 
cutting edge of technology. Engineer-
ing workshops and iron foundries 
were developed to see new products 
in the form of aircraft and road vehi-
cles, including steam and petrol lor-
ries, buses and motorcycles. 

Along with the works of world fa-
mous engineers, coal mines, gas-
works and power stations in the 
county have long disappeared - be-
coming valuable brownfield sites for 
redevelopment. 

Already most structures associated 
with the cement industry have been 
demolished, with a similar scenario 
for brick and paper making.

But according to Mr Preston, Kent’s 
post-industrial era only mirrors a na-
tional trend. 

“The decline is down to two things, 
being the whole structure of our indus-
try in this country and globalisation. 

“What we’re experiencing now is 
essentially a warehouse economy, 
where we distribute rather than 
make things. 

“Coupled with globalisation which 
makes things cheaper to import from 
the east, these industries are virtual-
ly non-existent anymore - so it’s es-
sential we remember them.” 
Pictures: Above  the former silk 

weavers in Canterbury and below 
that, a former brewery in the city.

HOP: The oast houses at Beltring at Paddock Wood

adele.couchman@archant.co.uk
By Adele Couchman

MINING: The old colliery buildings at Snowden

HISTORY: Crescent Yard at Frindsbury a warship then barge yard
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Some of the best
Images of Kent 2016 
It is a page many turn to first each weekend as it captures 
some of the county’s finest features. We reflect on the best

F
OR everyone who lives in 
the county, its natural beau-
ty can sometimes be over-
looked through familiarity.

Yet, for many, Kent’s 
splendour does not only get noticed, 
but photographed too.

And that’s where our popular 
weekly Images of Kent section proves 
such a hit.

Run alongside our letters page eve-
ry week, it gives our creative readers 
the chance to have their images 
showcased in your favourite weekend 
paper and for others to enjoy.

And what better time to reflect on 
another year of great shots than now 
as we take a look at some of the best 
we featured in 2016.

Whether it’s a dramatic landscape, 
or simply a beautifully lit scene, we 
look to bring some great images each 
and every week.

Let’s be honest, there’s plenty of po-
tential all around us.

But while you enjoy them, don’t 
stop there. Why not look to join their 

ranks during 2017 and send in some 
of your photographs?

As most people are today armed 
with smartphones packing some seri-
ous camera technology within them, 
there’s no excuse not to try your luck 
and send in some of the scenes from 
across Kent which caught your eye.

All you need to do is capture a mo-
ment during your time in the county 
and if it makes us sit up and take no-
tice, we’ll publish it in a future edition 
of Kent on Sunday so tens of thou-
sands of our readers can be impressed 
too.

Interested? Then after you enjoy 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk
By Chris Britcher

these images see if there’s something 
you can send to us too. 

Simply email the image (make sure 
it’s high resolution - it should really 
be at least 500k in size - any less may 
not be big enough to print) and send it 
to: editorial@kosmedia.co.uk along 
with your name and address.

And we’ll look forward to seeing 
your best efforts here this time next 
year.

For now, though, allow us to ex-
tend our warmest thank you to eve-
ryone who has sent images in during 
the course of the year. Once again the 
standard was exceptionally high. DOVER: Connaught Park, by Brian van der veen 

GRAVESEND: Gravesend Reach by Geoff Foxwell

FAVERSHAM: Stonebridge Pond by Colin Miles 

MEMBER OF

www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk
KENT no win no fee specialists

GIRLING’S 
MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 

HELPDESK
Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or email us at personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for  

negligent medical treatment



kentnews.co.uk     kent-life.co.uk  East  Week ending January 1, 2017  21

MAIDSTONE: Fireworks at Leeds Castle by Ernie Jordan MARGATE: Waves on the shore by Steven Legg AYLESFORD: Bridge by the village by Paul Wilkinson

FOLKESTONE: First World War arch by Ernie JordanLAMBERHURST: Scotney Castle by David MathiasHERNE BAY: Coastguard on the coast by Graham Read
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WHITSTABLE: Beach huts by Tracy Bishop

DUNGENESS: Boats on the beach by Peter Banks ICKHAM: Oasthouses in the countryside by Louis Borda

CHALLOCK: Hay bales by Victoria Tythe

•  A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you 

plan your dream day

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning

•  Ceremony and reception suites available for intimate and 

large parties of up to 230 guests

• Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities

•  40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for 

you and your guests

•  Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic 

opportunities

New Wedding Packages for 2017/2018 – enquire now or visit us to find out more

A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and guest accommodation

Oakwood House is simply the ideal venue for your wedding.

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE
t: 01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w: oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk

Oakwood House
Your wedding day at

Wedding  

Fayre

19th February 

2017
...for weddings as individual as you
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BROADSTAIRS: Kingsgate Bay by Rob Marks

HEVER: Hever Castle by Terence Day

CANTERBURY: Marlowe Theatre by Alan Blackburn

RAMSGATE: Marina illuminated at Christmas

Visit Our Showroom
2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234
www.the-fireplace.net

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4

THE FIREPLACE
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

� Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves
� Stove Package Deals Available
� Marble, Wood and Stone 

Fire Surrounds
� Bespoke Service Available
� Gas and Electric Fires
� Chimney Lining
� Full Installation Service

THE FIREPLACE BDL GAS SERVICES
01634 232048

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX   www.bdlgasservices.co.uk

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 

Fires Gas & Electric 1 Water heaters 1 Wall heaters 1 Cookers Gas & Electric

Free surveys for installation 1 Landlord certificates 1 Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 

All engineers Gas Safe registered 1 Medway Fair Trader member
Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone

Fireplaces fully bespoke if required

AYLESFORD: Aylesford Priory by Graham Read
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A winter warmer for your 
team and your business!
SES Business Water is offering 

one lucky local business the 

opportunity to win a fantastic 

£1000 to treat their team. 

What better way to keep 

spirits high during the long, 

cold winter months! 

TThe winning business, 
along with three runners 
up, will also receive an 

expert Watertight Makeover, 

allowing them to choose three 

essential fixes from the SES 

Business Water Pick ‘n’ Fix 

range of services – worth £150. 

Entering only takes a minute, 

and could make a big difference 
to your business this winter.

Enter now by visiting  
www.sesbusinesswater.co.uk/win

Pick ‘n’ Fix from SES Business 
Water offers businesses the 
chance to choose from a boiler 
service, repairs to dripping taps, 
repairs to leaking sinks, stopcock 
repairs, or repairs to dripping 
ball valves. Each service 
normally costs £50 under the 
offer, and could help businesses 
avoid much more costly repairs 
this winter. You can find out 
more at www.sesbusinesswater.
co.uk/pick-n-fix

Pick ‘n Fix is just one way in 
which SES Business Water 
are demonstrating their 
commitment to helping local 
businesses get watertight for 
winter. Their recently launched 
Winter Hub is packed full 
of useful information, easily 
digestible tips and expert advice 
- as well as handy infographics 
which are free to download and 
share with your team – because 
making plans to get your 
business watertight is easiest 
when everyone is on-board!

Here in the UK, winter can 
often mean not only freezing 
temperatures and possibly snow, 
but also rain, rain and more rain. 

Bad weather and flooding costs 
businesses of all sizes thousands 
of pounds each and every year. 
For smaller businesses, losses 
could threaten survival - but 
despite the worrying statistics 
around winter damage, around 
60% of UK businesses have 
no plans in place. If you would 
like to find out more about 
how to protect your business 
from winter damage, about 
the small changes which could 
make a really big difference, 
and about how SES Business 
Water can help, why not take a 
look at their Winter Hub today? 
www.sesbusinesswater.co.uk/
watertight

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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D
ILLIE Keane is once 
again taking a break 
from her Fascinating 
Aida gal pals, to bring 
audiences around the 

country her solo show.
Written alongside fellow Aida 

star, Adele Anderson, the show de-
buted at the Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe 2015.

Ms Keane enlightens: “The show 
is a lifetime distilled into a cabaret 
show. It’s both moving and funny - 
well, very funny at times, and yet 
audiences never leave without peo-
ple tellin me they cried at least once.

“It’s basically all about love, be-
cause that’s always the most inter-
esting subject for songwriters, but it 
isn’t all necessarily all about romat-
ic love because the deep importance 
of friendship and chocolate should 
never be overlooked.”

The entertainer claims it differs 

from Facsinating Aida, a comedy 
singing group and satirical cabaret 
act, in the topics of songs which will 
be sung.

“You’ll hear songs with stories 
and, unlike Fascinating Aida which 
is more topical and satirical, this is 
a very personal journey,” says Ms 
Keane. “But it’s my story through 
song. The songs chose themselves. 
It was such an easy show to put to-
gether because everything sort of 
fell into place.”

As Ms Keane is usually part of a 
three, it’s different to see her per-
forming a one-person show. Of her 
decision to go it alone, she says: 
“Adele decided to go on holiday to 
North Korea so we decided we’d 
have three months off from Fasci-
nating Aida, but I’m not very good 
with time off, so I came up with a 
solo show.

“Then Adele was diagnosed with 

cancer and ended up in hospital in-
stead of North Korea, so she had to 
take 2015 and 2016 off. It was a 
dreadful blow for all of us, but luck-
ily for my producers who might 
have ost their shirts, I was able to 
fill the most important bookings 
with my solo show.”

It’s not the end for Fascinating 
Aida though.

“Adele and I have been together 
33 years, and Liza Pulman loves the 
work too which has been wonderful 
for us,” she said. 

“At last, we’ve found a soprano 
who doesn’t think we’re holding 
her back from a West End career. 
We’ve been able to plan and work 
non-stop, and we’re great friends. 
So never mind the fact that the au-
diences want us back, we absolutely 
love working together.”

Fascinating Aida has been on the 
receiving end of great reviews, but 

Ms Keane isn’t afraid to admit that 
shes’s had her share of horrible 
ones.

“Somebody once accused me of 
having an artichoke in my hair,” 
she laughs. “I was most upset. It 
was a rather attractive flower on a 
lip and I thought it looked lovely.”

When it comes to the audience 
leaving her show, the comedian 
says “I’d like them to have the feel-
ing of having had a really rich, fun-
ny, emotional evening and having 
spent their money wisely. That’s re-
ally important to me - that people 
have a really good time.”

Ms Keane’s show is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells’ Trinity Theatre 
on March 31, Margate’s Theatre 
Royal on April 28, and Bromley’s 
Churchill Theatre on April 29.

For tickets visit, trinitytheatre.
net, theatreroyalmargate.com, or 
churchilltheatre.co.uk

Fascinating Aida’s Keane 
creates one-woman show
While the trio are on a break, Dillie Keane tours with her own personal tales...

COMEDIC: The hilarious show is sure to leave the audience in tears

le
is

u
re

» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Tel: 01233 653476

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure
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Greg Davies goes on road

THE INBETWEENERS 
comedian, Greg Davies, is 
coming to Margate’s Winter 
Gardens on September 15 and 
16.

For tickets visit margatewin-
tergardens.co.uk

The Wedding Singer
THE WEDDING Singer, the musical, comes to 
the Tunbridge Wells’s Assembly Hall from 
September 5-9.

The show stars Jon Robyns, Ray Quinn, 
Cassie Compton, Roxanne Pallett and Ruth 
Madoc.

For tickets visit assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk

Irish superstar Rose-Marie 

IRISH singing star Rose-Marie comes to 
Margate’s Theatre Royal on February 24, 
following a tour of America.

Her latest album My Gift Of Love For You has 
just hit platinum – selling 500,000 units.

Tickets are already on sale and can be 
purchased from theatreroyalmargate.com

Simon and Garfunkel
DIRECT from its success in 
London’s West End, The Simon 
and Garfunkel Story is coming 
to Margate’s Theatre Royal on 
January 20.

For tickets visit theatreroyal-
margate.com

W
EST END smash 
hit Mamma Mia! 
is coming to Kent 
after confirming 
a string of shows 

at Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre 
for July.

The hugely successful show, 
based on the movie musical of the 
same name, will run at the theatre 
from July 11-29 and tickets are al-
ready on sale.

Mamma Mia! is Judy Craymer’s 
vision of staging the story-telling 
magic of Abba’s timeless songs 
with a tale of family and friendship 
unfolding on a Greek island para-
dise.

To date, it has been seen by more 
than 60 million people in 50 pro-
ductions in 16 different languages.

Mamma Mia! The Movie is the 
highest worldwide grossing live-
action musical film of all time.

The London production of Mam-
ma Mia! has now been seen by 
more than 10 per cent of the entire 
UK population and is one of only 
five musicals to have run for more 
than 10 years both on Broadway 
and in the West End. 

In 2011, it became the first 
Western musical ever to be staged 
in Mandarin in China.

With music and lyrics by Benny 
Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus, 
Mamma Mia! is written by Cather-
ine Johnson, directed by Phyllida 
Lloyd and choreographed by An-
thony Van Laast.

Creator and producer Judy 
Craymer said: “We are absolutely 
delighted to be bringing Mamma 

Mia! to Canterbury for the first 
time with the UK Tour. Mamma 
Mia! is fun for all the family with 
its heart-warming story and the 
irresistible songs of Abba. We can’t 
wait to share the fun with Canter-
bury.”

Set on a Greek island paradise, a 
story of love, friendship and identi-
ty is cleverly told through the time-
less Abba classics.

Sophie’s quest to discover the fa-

ther she’s never known brings her 
mother face to face with three men 
from her mother’s distant roman-
tic past on the eve of a wedding 
they’ll never forget.

Casting is yet to be announced 
but it’s bound to be a show not to 
be missed, as it’s a story popular 
for all people and any age.

Tickets available from the box 
office on 01227 787787, or mar-
lowetheatre.com.

Mamma Mia! West End Abba 
show set to be sunny delight
emily.king@archant.co.uk

By Emily King

FAMOUS: The London production has been seen by more than 10 per cent of the UK population

SOUTHGATE

ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
Rewires, alteraltions,
aerials, alarms, FREE

quotations. ‘Fully qualified’

For enquiries call

01227 712790
07889 895394

DOMESTIC
INSTALLERAPPROVED CONTRACTOR

�

�

SATURDAY IS PARTY NIGHT
LIVE MUSIC, GREEK MUSIC & DANCING, 
BELLY DANCER, DJ & DISCO
We cater for large parties including: Birthdays, 
Office parties and Hen & Stag do’s

Greek Night Now Booking for 2017

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
THURSDAY RELAX AND ENJOY OUR GREEK HOSPITALITY £10 FOR 2 COURSES

Book your special day with us
We hold up to 130 people 
Available 7 days a week

- Weddings - Anniversaries
- Corporate events - Birthdays
- Large family get-togethers

59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, DA1 1BG

website: www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk
Tel: 01322 271888 • email: dartfordtaverna@aol.com

CALL NOW FOR 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

4YRD - 16 YRD SKIPS 
ROLL ON ROLL OFFS  

DROP DOOR SKIPS AVAILABLE  

Committed to

� Zero to Landfill Policy

�  Fully Licensed Materials 
Recycling Facilities 

� Supplier Of Choice 

� Excellent Service 

�  Serving Areas Of South 
East London & North 
West Kent  

Gravesend Office Dartford Office 
01474 362862 & 01322 450069

info@rsskips.co.uk  www.rsskips.co.uk
Unit 4 Apex Business Park, Queens Farm Road, Kent, Shorne DA12 3HU

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
SKIP HIRE
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The Addams Family

EASTENDERS’ Samantha 
Womack is coming to Dart-
ford’s Orchard Theatre from 
October 31 to November 4 in 
the Addams Family.

For tickets visit orchardthea-
tre.co.uk

Bowie’s Birthday bash
THE late British rock icon, David Bowie would 
have celebrated his 70th birthday on January 8.

To mark the occasion, there will be a concert 
at his old school, Ravens Wood School in 
Bromley..

For tickets visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/
bowiebromleybirthdaybash

Tiff Stevenson on tour

COMEDIAN Tiff Stevenson is bringing her 
seventh stand-up show, Seven, to Canterbury’s 
Marlowe Theatre on February 9.

She explores our need to make huge 
worldwide impactful events by delving into 
morality, vanity, film reboots, and clouds.

For tickets visit marlowetheatre.com

The Fureys play Margate
IRISH musicians and songwrit-
ers, The Fureys, will play at 
Margate’s Theatre Royal on 
May 6.

Tickets can be purchased 
from the box office, theatre-
royalmargate.com

K
ENT’S biggest little mu-
sic festival will be back 
in 2017.

In 2016 the festival 
celebrated its third 

year as a fully-fledged multi-day 
family festival on the banks of the 
river Medway, in Yalding.

Now organisers have an-
nounced the festival will take 
place again on July 14 and 15.

In line with previous years, 
headliners will be internationally-
renowned artists, with past acts 
including Reef and Mark Morris of 
the Bluetones.

Vicar’s Picnic, named because of 
its origins in a garden off Vicarage 
Road in Yalding, started out as a 
garden party for villagers who had 
missed out on tickets for Glaston-
bury.

Named because of its original 
location on Vicarage Road, a back 
of the beer mat sketch anticipated 
a one-off garden party that would 
showcase great music as well as 
raising money for local causes. So, 
completely by accident, the festival 
was born.

It has since expanded from a 
one-day gig to offer a two-day 
festival with camping, two music 
stages, a children’s play area and a 
poetry and comedy tent.

Not only is the festival open to 
those who’d like to camp, but 
visitors can stay in campervans 
and caravans, or for those who 
really don’t enjoy ‘slumming it’, 
glamping (glamorous camping) is 
also an option.

The founders have said that 
their philosophy is “Upping our 
game year on year, putting 

experience before profit while 
bringing the best in new breaking 
artists alongside established 
bands.”

In previous years the festival 
has used ticket sales to donate 
money to children’s hospice 
Demelza, and Scout groups.

A limited number of early bird 
tickets are now on sale in the 
village from the Post Office, 
Village Tea Rooms, Walnut Tree 
public house and the Chequers 
Inn, Laddingford or by vising 
www.vicarspicnic.co.uk

Vicar’s Picnic is back 
for fourth year in 2017

ALTERNATIVE: It was created 
by Glastonbury lovers

PARTY: The festival is an annual 
celebration

emily.king@archant.co.uk
By Emily King
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DOUBLE CROSSWORD

Across
 3. Miser (9)
 8. Be depressed (4)
 9. Changeable (9)
 10. Odd (6)
 11. Surrendered (5)
 14. Upright (5)
 15. Back (4)
 16. Harvest (5)
 18. Applaud (4)
 20. Wrench (5)

 21. Fruit (5)
 24. Glimpse (6)
 25. Incessant (9)
 26. Ringlet (4)
 27. Humiliating (9)

Down
 1. Cheek (9)
 2. Transient (9)
 4. Eager (4)
 5. Recess (5)

 6. Pantry (6)
 7. Tidy (4)
 9. Pithy (5)
 11. Unsoiled (5)
 12. Conduct (9)
 13. Fraternal (9)
 17. Reside (5)
 19. Vex (6)
 22. Possessed (5)
 23. Wander (4)
 24. Profit (4)

Quick 

Across
 3. A chap on foot, 

perhaps (9)

 8. Spoil the sound of an 

instrument (4)

 9. Nice trait, but 

somehow puzzling (9)

 10. In a European it is 

courteous (6)

 11. Way out children (5)

 14. A mode of address 

for one mother and 

another (5)

 15. He may hold up the 

train (4)

 16. Investment for 

ploughing back? (5)

 18. Night without end - 

almost (4)

 20. Come to a similar 

conclusion (5)

 21. A common plant (5)

 24. You can’t make one 

without breaking 

another (6)

 25. Local date incorrectly 

given out (9)

 26. Joined four quarters 

(4)

 27. With which one suffers 

a lack of balance (9)

Down
 1. Making a bolt for one 

pelmet, perhaps (9)

 2. It gets into hot water 

before reaching you 

(6,3)

 4. Put on edge, he holds 

on (4)

 5. Decoys that break the 

rules (5)

 6. Gaol sounds hair-

raising! (6)

 7. Insignificant Greek 

character (4)

 9. News articles from the 

Times (5)

 11. I scold, being very 

cross (5)

 12. Yes, one may make it 

without exertion (4,5)

 13. One kept - in 

suspense? (9)

 17. Hesitantly stated a 

colour and was wrong 

(5)

 19. Part of the day in 

which there’s no glory 

(6)

 22. We’re told to watch 

our step (5)

 23. East European not 

quite in bondage (4)

 24. A knotty problem for 

the ship’s navigator (4)

Cryptic

SUDOKU
EasyHard

Battleships
Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off.

A

1

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

0 5 1 1 5 1 2 2 2

2

2

2

4

1

1

2

3

2

1

1

1 x Battleship
2 x Cruiser
3 x Destroyer
4 x Submarine

THE FLEET

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter.
For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

I    N         

            

CODEWORD

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four-
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes.

 1. Casino counter
 2. Liquid measure
 3. Not false
 4. Nervous
 5. Tug
 6. Nautical speed
 7. Experiment
 8. Army vehicle

 9. Eager
 10. Immediately following
 11. Stumble
 12. Nobleman
 13. Spool
 14. Camera part
 15. Croon
 16. Microbe

Keyword clue: A social insect

8 11 4

1

7

9

14

13

2

16

6

10

15

12

3

5

Word Spiral

Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows.

ARROWWORD

Double Crossword
Cryptic
Across: 3 Chilblain; 8 
Loot; 9 Intricate; 10 
Polite; 11 Issue; 14 
Madam; 15 Page; 16 
Share; 18 Nigh; 20 
Rhyme; 21 Gorse; 24 
Record; 25 Allocated; 
26 Sewn; 27 Overdraft. 
Down: 1 Elopement; 
2 Boiled egg; 4 Hone; 
5 Lures; 6 Lockup; 7 
Iota; 9 Items; 11 Irate; 
12 Easy money; 13 
Dependant; 17 Erred; 
19 Honour; 22 Stair; 
23 Slav; 24 Reef.
Quick 
Across: 3 Skinflint; 8 
Mope; 9 Mercurial; 10 
Uneven; 11 Ceded; 
14 Erect; 15 Rear; 
16 Yield; 18 Clap; 20 
Wrest; 21 Lemon; 24 
Glance; 25 Continual; 
26 Curl; 27 Degrading. 

Down: 1 Impudence; 
2 Ephemeral; 4 Keen; 
5 Niche; 6 Larder; 
7 Neat; 9 Meaty; 11 
Clean; 12 Demeanour; 
13 Brotherly; 17 Dwell; 
19 Pester; 22 Owned; 
23 Rove; 24 Gain.
Codeword
1=I, 2=K, 3=Y, 4=P, 
5=N, 6=Q, 7=A, 8=J, 
9=C, 10=G, 11=U, 
12=M, 13=X, 14=F, 
15=W, 16=L, 17=D, 
18=V, 19=O, 20=H, 
21=R, 22=Z, 23=E, 
24=S, 25=B, 26=T
Word Spiral
1 Chip; 2 Pint; 3 True; 
4 Edgy; 5 Yank; 6 Knot; 
7 Test; 8 Tank; 9 Keen; 
10 Next; 11 Trip; 12 
Peer; 13 Reel; 14 Lens; 
15 Sing; 16 Germ. 
Keyword: Termite

ArrowwordBattleships

Sudoku - Hard Sudoku - Easy

Arrowword

Solutions

PUZZLES

ArrowwordArrowword Battleships Word Spiral
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Crossing limit lift 
is backward step
HOW disappointing to read that the 
speed limit on the Sheppey Crossing is 
to return to 70mph in the spring [KoS, 
18.12]. This is a retrograde step.

The reduction to 50mph in July 
2015 was a welcome move in the right 
direction towards slowing down speed 
obsessed motorists on our extrememly 
hazardous roads.

To me, 70mph is too fast a speed for 
motor vehicles to be travelling at on 
any of our roads, including 
motorways.

Motorists racing like rally drivers 
along Britain’s highways is 
disrespectfully dangerous to everyone 
concerned.

Cars and lorries are deadly missiles 
on wheels, and should be driven 
sensitively and with great care.

Despite the increasing carnage on 
our roads, Highways England has 
proved once again that it is stuck in a 
cloud of denial rendering it seemingly 
incapable of clear, forward thinking.

Only by acknowledging that 
excessive speed is the single biggest 
cause of road trafffic accidents in this 
country, can Highways England ever 
be expected to overturn and reform 
our outdated 70mph speed limit.

Clive Wilkins-Oppler, 
Petham

Come off it Colin, 
grammars fail us
COLIN Bullen is an excellent 
protagonist [KoS, letters, 18.12], 
however, he seems to lack cogency. 

Theresa May has declared she 
wants the best outcome for every 
child. However, grammar schools 
cream off the best, discourage the 
majority and drive down the achieve-
ments overall.

The selective education we have in 
Kent shows that overall we are far 
from top of the league.

The same arguments apply to 
super selection. Those who fail to get 
in will drive down the overall results.

Of course the ablest need full 
encouragement but this can be well 
achieved within the existing schools.

This, I understand, is the majority 
expert opinion. I don’t expect Colin 
Bullen to agree.

It’s the same as climate change. 
The majority agree but Colin Bullen 
doesn’t accept that either.

John Champneys, 
Tunbridge Wells

Selectives simply 
do not work

COLIN Bullen’s letter about the 
benefits of grammar schools not only 
dismisses the views of 33 local 

secondary heads, it also bypasses 
clear evidence about the problems of 
divided secondary education 

Grammar schools exist based on 
tradition rather than proof they 
benefit their community. No one 
who supports grammar schools talks 
of any advantage for those who do 
not get in. There is now widespread 
evidence from many respected 
organisations that an 11+ system 
produces worse results overall, and 
lets down the pupils who do not gain 
entry to selective schools.

Kent’s results for disadvantaged 
children in GCSE science and maths 
were highlighted by scientists at the 

Royal Society this month.  
The problems of the 11+ were 

researched by the Sutton Trust who 
proved 22 per cent of children were 
incorrectly defined based on their 
eventual GCSE results. 

The Education Policy Institute 
highlighted Kent’s tutoring problem, 
stating that Kent’s attempt to create 
a fairer 11+ had made no difference 
at all, and mentioning a survey 
suggesting 44 per cent of parents 
used tutors. 

While Education Datalab research-
ers recently reported that non-selec-
tive schools in grammar school areas 
have less qualified teachers, and 

proving high school pupils undera-
chieve compared to similar pupils in 
all-ability schools.

The vast majority of top perform-
ing nations worldwide use compre-
hensive secondary education. Indeed 
Andreas Schleicher, head of educa-
tion at global research body the 
OECD, said international evidence 
shows grammar school systems 
benefit wealthy families and do not 
raise overall standards.  

Clearly Mr Bullen’s rosy view that 
grammars benefit the working class 
is based on long gone days and 
anecdotes not facts. 

As a parent of a primary school 
child I can offer my own anecdotes. I 
know many families who feel they 
have no hope of a Kent Test pass 
because it’s now the norm to pay for 
a year of tutoring, invest in a prep 
school, or spend many hours 
practicing 11+ papers. 

A bright child whose parents give 
no such help will end up in a high 
school, with less qualified teachers, 
few top sets, and a sixth form with a 
more vocational focus. Kent is 
wasting the talent of too many 
children by operating a flawed test 
and a school divide that produces 
poor results.

Joanne Bartley 
Kent Education Network

Cutting national 
debt in 200 years
RICHARD Ablett’s letter saying 
there’s more important issues than 
the constant harping about in/out of 
the EU [KoS, 11.12] is so correct.

Closer to home though we have 
problems with our economy which 
are never addressed by politicians or 
people just accept what is happening 
in front of there eyes.

We have a national debt approach-
ing and government have stated will 
hit £2 trillion within this parlia-
ment. There’s personal debt which 
has just passed the £1.5tn level for 
the first time. A deficit that is in the 
region of £50bn. 

This debt will never be paid off 
whatever is said as we haven’t had 
many years of surplus since after the 
Second World War, in fact you can 
count them on your fingers and they 
are never of any real size.

Just stop and think if we paid off the 
debt at £10bn a year it would take at 
least 200 years before taking into 
account the interest repayments.

The government is spending more 
now than when the coalition came 
to power in 2010 so the reality is 
there hasn’t been any cuts. 

Without the reduction in debt we 
will never be able to fund all the 
services we hold close to our hearts 
such as education, the NHS and 
many others.

Dave Preston, 
Tunbridge Wells

RECENT stories about the 
improvements needed to the A2 
road for Dover docks access and our 
MPs’ (welcome) intervention on 
both this subject and the not-so-
temporary speed limit on the A20 
between Folkestone and Dover have 
put it all back in the news.

Dover’s vital contribution to our 
country’s trade and economy has 
been sadly side-lined for too long. 
Calais has three motorways feeding 
its port. We have just one plus an 
inadequate A road. 

It takes only a hiccup in the free 
flow of traffic to bring gridlock to 
large parts of Kent.  Also for too 
long various aspects of our road 
infrastructure have been considered 
separately, when in fact they are 
linked and need to be considered 
overall.

These include the A20 generally, 
lorry parks, the A2 and M2 – 
including the impacts of a Lower 
Thames Crossing and Ebbsfleet 
Garden City.  

The Alliance of British Drivers in 

Kent has long called for provision of 
sufficient (wherever located) lorry 
parking, both for normal resting, 
emergency ‘stacking’, and maybe in 
future for customs clearance on A2 
and M20 routes; an improved A20 
between Dover and Folkestone, to 
include a crawler lane for trucks on 
the ascent out of town; the inbound 
A20 be restored to national speed 
limit as immediately as practical, 
variable limits to apply when TAP is 
active; if the Otterpool garden town 
goes ahead the M20 junction 11 
may need upgrading further than 
currently planned; the whole A2 to 
be upgraded, as is happening at its 
London end; and the M2 to become 
three-lane.

In addition, for the A2 at Dover to 
be completely dualled and at 
Whitfield, either an underpass to 
avoid the roundabout, or a northern 
by-pass to join the A256. 

This needs to happen during the 
2020-25 round of road finance. 
           Ian Taylor

Alliance of British Drivers

Joined up thinking 
and fast for our roads

LETTER OF THE WEEK

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will:
1)  Be available in every postcode in Kent. 
2)  Be fair, accurate and balanced.
3)  Be written in clear, concise English.

4)  Not be overly sensational.
5)  Have a sense of humour.
6)  Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising.
7)  Seek to celebrate as well as constructively  
criticise.
8)  Highlight topical issues of concern to 

people living in the county.
9)  Spotlight individual cases which raise  
broader concerns.
10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people.

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday.

KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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your say…

Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters.

Send us your views. 
Write to: Kent House,   
81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP
Email:
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
Twitter:
             @kosmedia
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t Oyster shells in 
Whitstable 
by Brian Summers, 
from Faversham

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia.
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and  a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 

• All Repairs   
  Undertaken  
• Servicing &  
  Diagnostic Testing 
• Welding & Exhausts  
• Air Conditioning  
• Servicing 
• Tyre Fitting Centre

DON’T GET CAUGHT
OUT IN THE RAIN

SERVICE YOUR CAR FOR ALL TYPES OF WEATHER THIS YEAR

Get your vehicle ready for winter: 

BRAKES, TYRES, 
SERVICING, REPAIRS 

We can help winter proof your car 

ONE OF KENTS ONLY 
WHICH TRUSTED TRADERS

273-281 DALE STREET, CHATHAM, KENT ME4 6QR | 01634 406664
WWW.HAZELMOTORS.CO.UK
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By Steve Loader
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in…

» For more cars visit

Powered by

W
E will see in early 2017 whether 
Hyundai can deliver yet another 
major advance with its new i30 
hatchback.

The ambitious Korean marque 
has stepped up from value to posh mainstream 
brand in less than ten years, and a key yardstick 
has been the steady progress of its VW Golf/Ford 
Focus/Vauxhall Astra rival.

Expect the i30 to remain keenly priced though 
from around £15k and backed by Hyundai’s 
excellent five-year/unlimited mileage warranty.

The new design will be a plus: you either loved 
or hated the Marmite lines of the outgoing car, 
with awful slabs above the front wheel arches 
and an excessive upward swage line, both details 
making the car look nose heavy.

The Mk3 is easier on the eye and notable for an 
even more pronounced interpretation of an Audi 
grille, set to become the next Hyundai corporate 
nose; interesting to note that former VW/Audi 
man Peter Schreyer is now the Hyundai group’s 
design supremo.

The car is claimed to be one of the most 
spacious in class with a significantly larger boot 
(395 litres) than the rivals mentioned above, 
though a long way behind Peugeot’s ‘peer of the 
rear’ 308 with its 470 litres.

Early pictures show that the interior can be 
spec’d to luxurious levels, with an optional 

panoramic sunroof adding to the airy feel of the 
cabin, and complimented by a stripped-down 
dashboard featuring an eight-inch infotain-
ment touchscreen – current models show that 
Hyundai is getting this kind of input better 
than most.

The new i30 is also expected to add value 

with a raft of safety and driver aids, while 
powertrains will include a swing towards 
petrol. All carmakers are worried about diesel’s 
emissions viability: diesel will still be offered, 
but frugal 120hp 1.0-litre three-cylinder and 
new 140hp 1.4 turbo petrol units will grab 
attention.

New Hyundai advances space race
PREVIEW: Three generations of i30 have charted Hyundai’s rise from value 
champion to quality mainstream car maker – the latest arrives soon...

HYUNDAI: The new i30 will be sleeker and more spacious...
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Vauxhall Zafira 
Tourer Tech Line 
2.0CDTi 170PS
Price:  from £23,370
Driving appeal:  ���

Image:  ����

Space:  �����

Value:  ����

Running costs:  ����

How green?:  ����

Best rival:  Ford S-Max

P
EOPLE carriers or MPVs 
are those one-box designs 
you buy with your head 
rather than your heart.

And it’s no surprise that 
their popularity has declined lately 
in favour of trendy crossovers and 
SUVs, though it’s arguable whether 
most of those offer any more to driver 
enjoyment than an MPV.

However, if you must have an MPV 
– multi-purpose vehicle – then some 
of these family troop carriers look 
and behave better than others.

The Ford S-Max might claim the 
mantle of the best handling or 
sportiest MPV, but the Kia Proceed 
and Vauxhall’s Zafira Tourer are 
good looking all-rounders.

The Vauxhall is a particularly 
interesting case, as it was originally 
sold on arrival in 2012 as a bigger 
and more upmarket partner to the 
existing Zafira, and given the 
‘Tourer’ suffix to emphasise the 
difference.

When the old stager finally gave 
way to age and newer competition in 
2014, the classy Tourer was left 
centre stage, and had a facelift in 
October.

Officially priced from £18,665, it is 
a handsome wagon that can be 
enhanced by smart alloys and 

various custom add-ons.
There’s a huge cabin and plenty of 

powertrain and trim choice too: our 
test car was the mid spec Tech Line 
with the popular and powerful 
170PS (167bhp) 2.0-litre diesel, 
well-suited to the car’s potential full 
load options.

For it is the consummate family 

fun bus: in addition to seven seats as 
standard, it also now features 
Vauxhall’s excellent OnStar system 
offering advice and emergency 
assistance 24/7, plus a 4G Wi-Fi 
hotspot able to connect seven devices 
simultaneously.

But the car’s versatility is its 
biggest selling point: the three 

second row seats can be moved 
independently and, in five-seat 
configuration, the Zafira Tourer 
offers up to 710 litres of boot space to 
window level. This can be boosted to 
a van-like 1,860 litres when all 
second-row seats are folded.

But there is more than the 
obvious: the deep and capacious 

FlexRail centre console is invaluable 
and there is also an optional Flex-Fix 
rear-end bike carrier that slides out 
of the rear bumper to take up to four 
bicycles, yet the tailgate can still be 
opened.

The interior is impeccably screwed 
together, and has a classy airiness 
that can be enhanced by a massive 
panoramic roof.

Out on the road, the Tourer 
handles respectably for a relatively 
tall vehicle expected to carry up to 
seven passengers plus luggage, but it 
does lean a little on corners.

This can be improved by specifying 
the FlexRide chassis offering three 
driving modes: Standard, Sport and 
Tour. Tour raises the comfort, while 
Sport sharpens the handling and, 
with the gearshift nicely to hand, the 
big Tourer can then feel quite agile.

All aboard Vauxhall’s Zafira fun bus
Versatile, good looking and with some clever features, Vauxhall’s seven-seat 
MPV appeals to families and those with an action lifestyle, writes Steve Loader...



38 Week ending January 1, 2017 kent-life.co.uk     www.kentnews.co.uk  

Behaviour Support Assistant
37 hours per week for 39 weeks per year

Kent Salary Range 5
£17,651.00 – £19,414.00 per annum

Pro rata to £14,894.50 - £16,382.18 pa
We are seeking to appoint an experienced and dedicated member of support staff 
to work alongside the Assistant Headteacher responsible for student Behaviour and 
provide key administrative, welfare and progress development support for students. 

The ideal applicant will…
�  relate well to students, have strong interpersonal skills and demonstrate a high level of 

emotional intelligence to communicate effectively;
�  be able to liaise and communicate effectively with outside agencies, staff and 

students;
�  be confident to work independently and multi task in a range of areas;
�  have good attendance and punctuality record;
�  be experienced in monitoring progress using data effectively and implementing 

creative strategies to ensure achievement of identified SMEH students;
�  be a positive role model supporting students with SMEH issues;
�  be highly organised and able to manage their time well, when juggling a range of tasks;
�  have a cheerful disposition, show confidence and contribute ideas to work within a 

team;
�  demonstrate effective examples of initiatives they have developed in an educational 

setting;
� be prepared to work flexibly and undertake overtime as and when required. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report in 2014 and was rated ‘good’ in 
every category.  Thamesview is a new school build that benefits from innovative learning 
environments and state of the art ICT equipment.  

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our students and to 
supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities.  

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our H R Manager on 01474 
566552 ext 1120 or email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk.  

Closing date: 6th January 2017, 9.00am 
Interviews: Week commencing 9th January 2017
CVs without an application form will not be accepted.

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the Disclosure 
and Barring Service (DBS).

Thamesview School operates a no smoking policy.

Support Workers
Bromley Supported Living Services - Outward

Various Contract types available; Full-time, Part-time 
and Flexible Hours

£16,568 per annum / 
£8.36 per hour

To apply please submit your application to
recruitment@outward.org.uk or 

Contact 0208 709 9138
Please visit the Outward website

www.outward.org.uk
where you will also find details of how to

apply for the position. 

 “We grow people”

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012)

We are currently looking for a

Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Medway Scale, Grade C2

£20,456 - £27,394 (pro-rata) + SEN Allowance (£1,227)

Teaching Assistant
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£15,823 - £19,939 (pro-rata) + SEN Allowance (£1,227)
Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic?   

Can you make a difference? If so, share your talents and expertise with us.

Abbey Court caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties, 
and is currently located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery & Primary)  

and Strood (Secondary & Further Education).

The Primary provision will move to a new purpose built school at a Strood 
location in April 2017. Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am – 3.45pm),  

term time only. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided.

HLTA qualification essential to post. Childcare experience, or relevant 
childcare qualifications are desirable for Teaching Assistant positions

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at  
Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support is  

paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will need to  
commit to the full working hours of the post

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share 

this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject  
to a satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure.

For an application pack, please write to/telephone  
Mrs Linda Taylor, School Business Manager  

Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP     
(01634 338236)

(stating the role for which you are applying):

Please note CV’s will NOT be accepted.

Closing date: 16.1.17

LICENSING ACT 2003:
Application for Premises Licence

Notice is hereby given that Stuart O’Leary of Republic Events 
Ltd has applied to Canterbury City Council for the GRANT of a 
Premises Licence:

For the community arm of City Sound Project Music Festival held 
on the first bank holiday weekend of the year. (Usually the last 
weekend in April or first weekend in May, Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday). Saturday/Sunday: Provision of Plays - 11:00 - 20:00, 
Films - 11:00 - 20:00, Live music - 11:00 - 20:00, Recorded 
Music - 11:00 - 20:00, Sale of Alcohol - 11:00 - 20:00. Monday: 
Provision of Plays - 11:00 - 18:00, Films - 11:00 - 18:00, Live 
music - 11:00 - 18:00, Recorded Music - 11:00 - 18:00, Sale 
of Alcohol - 11:00 - 18:00 for the premises Dane John Gardens 
situated at Watling Street, Canterbury, CT1 1YW.

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at  
www.canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, Military 
Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 862000 by 
appointment with the Licensing Team between 10am and 4pm 
Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this application 
must give notice in writing to the address shown above, giving in 
detail the grounds of objection by 19/01/2017.

The Council will not entertain representations where the writer 
requests that their identity remains anonymous. Copies of all 
representations will be included in the papers presented to the 
Licensing Sub Committee and will therefore pass into the public 
domain. Representations must relate to one or more of the four 
Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public 
safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of 
children from harm.

LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES

Media Sales Executive
Ashford

Up to £18k basic plus commission

To find out more
http://www.archant.co.uk/careers/vacancies/
or email your CV to employment@archant.co.uk

Account Manager
Ashford

Competitive basic
Plus car

To find out more : 
www.archant.co.uk/careers/vacancies

or email :  
employment@archant.co.uk

Look local with

JOBS MATCHED  
TO YOUR CV

CV

JO
B

Look local with

JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV
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Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on:         Twitter @KentSport         Facebook www.facebook.com/kentsport.3
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ONE would hope the summer of 2016 
would be remembered not just for a 
divisive referendum but also another 
gripping Olympics, which proved to 
be Great Britain’s best ever perform-
ance at a foreign Games.

And arguably at the heart of the 
team was a number of elite sports-
men and women from the county - in-
deed Dartford sprinter Adam Gemili 
was named captain of the athletics 
team who told us before the squad 
flew to Rio de Janeiro in August he 
was “going out there to medal”.

But with the athletics events – for 
many the highlight of the competi-
tion – on the backburner until the fi-
nal week, some of Kent’s finest sports-
people came to the fore in other 
disciplines.

Tunbridge Wells’ Bryony Shaw 
performed admirably but failed to 
match her previous success of a 
bronze in Beijing in 2008, but im-
pressed in her discipline, ultimately 
finishing ninth in the RS:X windsurf-
ing event.

The county’s first medal went to 
Cranbrook’s Ruaridh McConnochie 
after being part of the silver-winning 
Great Britain rugby sevens team.

The former Cranbrook School stu-
dent was part of the team which 
made the final match and faced hot 
favourites Fiji in a battle for the gold 
medal.

But after beating one of the favour-
ites, South Africa, to reach the last 
two, they were outclassed by Fiji who 
coasted to a comfortable 43-7 victory.

Yet the result will have been 
cheered throughout the county cour-
tesy of McConnochie’s role.

He had initially only been selected 
as a reserve for the squad, but was 
drafted into the full team after other 
players pulled out.

Kent then struck gold when Ash-
ford’s Tom Ransley helped Team GB’s 
all-conquering rowing team to victo-
ry in the men’s coxed eight.

The former King’s School pupil im-
proved on his 2012 performance, 
which saw him take bronze in the 
coxed eights, and the win followed 
two World Championship titles in 
2013 and 2014, and European gold in 
2015.

Chatham’s Kat Driscoll, who learnt 
her trade at Lordswood Leisure cen-
tre and Jumpers Trampoline Club in 
Gillingham, was delighted with a 
sixth-placed finish in her trampolin-
ing event but one of the big success 
stories was the women’s hockey 
team.

While their male counterparts 
bowed out before the quarter-finals, 
the girls roared their way to the fi-
nal, where they defied the odds to 
beat the Netherlands and clinch 
gold.

Kent’s Susannah 
Townsend, Sam 
Quek, Nicola 
White, Shona Mc-
Callin and Maddie 
Hinch were all 
part of the squad 
who claimed glory 
and subsequently 

went on to win further awards of rec-
ognition throughout the year.

On the track, before proposing to 
his boyfriend on Copacabana beach, 
Sevenoaks’ Tom Bosworth achieved a 
personal best in the race walking, fin-
ishing sixth with a time of 1:20:13.

Maidstone’s Jack Green, mean-
while, matched his performance in 
London in 2012 by reaching the 
semi-finals of the 400m hurdles.

Dina Asher-Smith, from Orping-
ton, was one of the county’s medal 
hopes going into the Games, having 
become Britain’s fastest teenager at 
the World Championships in Beijing 
last year.

After qualifying for the 200m final, 
the sprinter fell short of a place on the 
podium, but was happy after record-

ing a season’s best, finishing fifth in a 
time of 22.31 seconds.

She got her medal days later, how-
ever, as Team GB claimed bronze in 
the women’s 4x100m relay.

Gemili, unquestionably one of the 
brightest talents in the sport, was de-
nied a medal by the smallest of mar-
gins after being beaten to bronze by 
an incredible three thousandths of a 
second in the 200m final, ultimately 
won by Usain Bolt.

“I am really gutted, it is probably 
the worst way to go out when you fin-
ish in fourth,” he admitted after the 
race.

Perhaps Kent’s biggest Paralympic 
hero was table tennis star Will Bayley 
from Tunbridge Wells, who took a 
gold medal in the final in September, 

memorably celebrating on top of the 
table.

Of course there was plenty going 
on in the back end of 2016 besides the 
Olympics in the county.

Former England bowler James 
Tredwell was given a benefit year by 
Kent, who came agonisingly close to 
promotion but ended up finishing 
second in Division Two behind Essex.

Typically, any other year, it would 
have been enough for promotion, but 
the ECB had announced before the 
start of the season a revamp of the 
county championship system, mean-
ing only one team would go up in 
2016.

A row rumbled on for the remain-
der of the year, with chairman George 
Kennedy saying it was “embarrass-

ing”, “plumb wrong” and “against 
the spirit of cricket” after the ECB 
chose Hampshire “arbitrarily” as the 
beneficiaries of Durham’s demotion 
from Division One, rather than Kent.

Head coach Jimmy Adams also left 
the club in October after five years in 
the job, which he described as “a 
great learning experience”.

Legendary player and former  
England captain Charlotte Edwards 
also departed the county at the start 
of December.

In football, Gillingham made 
wholesale changes in the summer 
and brought in players with Premier 
League experience including ex-Liv-
erpool and West Ham full-back Paul 
Konchesky and one-time Arsenal for-
ward, Jay Emmanuel-Thomas.

Their best bit of business, however, 
was perhaps convincing star man 
Bradley Dack, voted League One’s 
player of the season back in the 
spring, to remain at Priestfield.

The Gills endured a difficult start to 
their league campaign and while ex-
citement built over a glamour EFL 
Cup tie with Tottenham Hotspur, Jus-
tin Edinburgh’s side were given a 
harsh dose of reality as Spurs thrashed 
them 5-0 at White Hart Lane.

There was more cup heartbreak 
later in the year when the Gills were 
knocked out of the FA Cup by non-
league Brackley Town for the second 
time in three years, shortly after 
Kent’s other representatives were 
also dumped out of the competition 
before the second round.

Elsewhere, Margate boss Nikki Bull 
revealed the dire state of the club’s fi-
nances as chairman John Webb 
stepped down after just months in the 
role, while work was completed on 
Ebbsfleet United’s new £5m stand at 
Stonebridge Road.

Dartford goalkeeper Derren Ibra-
him made his international debut for 
Gibraltar - but conceded the fastest 
ever World Cup qualifying goal in the 
process as Belgium’s Christian Ben-
teke scored after just 8.1 seconds to 
set up a comfortable 6-0 win.

In other news, World Cup winners 
Lawrence Dallaglio and Mike Tindall 
visited Maidstone Rugby Club, Wil-
dernesse Golf Club in Sevenoaks host-
ed Regional Qualifying for Open 
Championship and international 
handball rolled into Medway Park.

Meanwhile, West Kingsdown’s Liz-
zy Yarnold threatened to boycott Feb-
ruary’s world championships in So-
chi due to ongoing concerns over 
state-sponsored doping.

“I don’t want to compete at an 
event where there are not clean ath-
letes and questions over what is going 
to happen to my doping samples - we 
need to find out more but if nothing 
changes then I wouldn’t rule out not 
competing,” she said.

One of the success stories of 2016 
was the continued dominance of 
Sheppey’s Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne, who 
clinched his fifth British Superbike ti-
tle at Brands Hatch.

Shakey told us he was “enjoying 
my racing more than ever” shortly 
before signing up to two more years of 
the championship aged 39.

The year ended with Gravesend’s 
Josh Payne making his World Darts 
Championship debut at Alexandra 
Palace, but was beaten in the first 
round by Terry Jenkins.

2016 Review: 
Part Two...

We take a look back at the best of sport in Kent...

STARS: Racer Shane 
Byrne (main picture),  
and sprinter Dina Asher-
Smith, coach Jimmy 
Adams and hockey star 
Maddie Hinch (below)

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk
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