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New England Women's League.
To THE EdITOBS of THE BOSTON DAILY AdvERHSBK :

A few weeks since several meetings of ladies were
held in Boston to consider the propriety of forming
an association to promote such simplicity in dress
and living as would be consistent with the sad ex-
periences of a great war, and to discourage the use
of foreign luxuries during the unsettled state of our
currency. There were some differences of opinion
as to the best course to pursue in the matter; but
all agreed that it was desirable to take measures for

a reform from the extravagant modes of life now so

common amongus. And all agreed, too, that united

action was much to be desired. The result of the

meetings was, that the matter was left in charge of

a committee of ladies, who, after much deliberation,

have dpcided to open an office as hesdqnarters for

all who are interested in the movement. They pro-

pose to ask manufacturers and manufacturing com-
panies to furnish samples or descriptions of their

goods, which will be sn view at their office. They
will also invite dealers in American goods to aid

them by information in reference to the various

wares sold by them. And in addition, they mill

circulate throughout New England the subjoined

pledge, for the signatures of all loyal women who
are willing to strengthen government and the nation

by the means therein proposed. They believe the

time has come for action, and that the thoughtful
women of the country are ready to do this one thing

more to bring the war to a speedy and a just con-
clusion.

They invite all persons interested to visit them at

their office, No. 10 Bedford street, for counsel and
cooperation. And they beg all who are so disposed

to cut the printed pledge from this paper, and affix-

ing to it a blank sheet, collect signatures thereto,

and send them to 10 Bedford street, where complete

lists of names of signers will be open to inspection

during office hours: i. e. from 10 till 2 o'clock

daily.

The pledge has hitherto been offered to but a few

ladies, some of whose names are herewith printed,

as the beginning of a list. Soon we trust to number
many thousands, banded together in a new work
for the common good.

Mrs. J. Inobksoll Bowditch,
Mrs. Chakles J. Loblnq,
Mrs. A. L. Stone,
Mrs. J. C. Johnson,
Miss Abby W. May, '

Miss R. W. Pickering,
Miss Maky I. Nichols,
Miss E. H. Babtol,
Miss L. R. Claekk,
Miss J. E. Motley.

Executive Committee.

ADDEESS TO THE WOMEN Oi NEW ENGLAND.
In a war like ours, which involves the life and

prosperity of » whole nation, every patriotic citi-

zen owes to the country the greatest possible
amount of service. The experience of the last three
years seems to prove conclusively that this is as
true for the women of the land as for the men.
Though, in the order of civilization, they are not
called to engage actively in the striie, yet theirs is

a most important work, limited only by the extent
and duration of tlie war itself.

But, while the great work of soldiers' relief must
not be suspended for a moment, the time has come
when united action in a new direction seems to be
needed. The excess of our imports over our ex-
ports has long threatened the most serious conse-
quences—perhaps even the financial ruin of oar
country. Of these imported eoods women are very
large consumers. Hitherto it has been of smsH
consequence whether the old world or the new
manufactured those articles of luxury and elegance

wiih which women have adorned their bouses and
themselves. But that time is past. The hutaanity
and the Christianity of the ase demand a speedy
and a righteous termination of the war. To effect

this every energy must be brought to bear in one
direction; and woman's dress can no longer be re

garded as a matter of taste merely—it takes its

place today on the plane of lofty patriotism, side

by side with the great questions of the time.

Fellow countrywomen, is it not so? Wc ask you
to give the matter your most earnest consideration.

Permit us to cite a few figures and facts. The val-

ue of our exports for the year ending June 30, 1861

,

was $228,699,486. The value of our imports, for

the same period, was ($286,598,135, leaving a bal-

ance against us of $57,898,649. This balance must
be paid iu gold, at whatever cost of premium. In

that year, some of the items of import were, in

round numbers, as follows:—

Mfnufaoturesofeilk $23,000,000

JLaoesand embroideries 4,000,i'00

Jewery and plate I,7u0,000

Uolla and toys 400,000

Featbersand flowers 600,000

Hats and bonnets 1,1^0,000

Cotton goods, inomding trimmings, thread
and piece goods 17,000,000

Soap, periumod and other 100,000

Wool and w>jrsted, maauiaotuied 25,000,000

• $72,900,000

Mrs. Charles G. Loring,
Mrs. Benj. Guild,
Mrs. The >dore Lyman,
Mrs. G. Howland Shaw,
Mrs. S. Cabot,

I Mrs. S. Cabot, jr.,

' Mrs. Charles R. Lowell,
Mrs. Epes S. Dixwell, ,

Mrs. James F. Clarke,
Mrs. Samuel May,
Mrs. James Houghton,

. Mrs. R. B. Storer,

Mrs. Frederic Tudor,
I

Mrs. H. Beeoher Stowe,
Mrs. Julia Ward Howe,
Mrs. C. A. Bartol,

Mrs. Andrew L. Stone,

Mrs. J. I. Bowditch,
Miss Sarah Clarke,
Mrs. Edwin P. Whipple,
Miss Anna C. Lowell,
Mrs. Wm. J. Loring,
Mrs. Henry B. Rogers,
Mrs. S. M. Bekley,

Mrs. J. • linton Hooker,
Mrs. J. Eliott Cabot,

Mrs. H. W. Pickering,

Mrs. Abner Kingman,
Mrs. C. H. Ball,

rujzJi
J

Of ttiese articles, women are by far the largest
consumers. Shall we stop the demand for them,

*?j n
*° »nnual power of seventy-two millions

of dollars—at the present price of gold, more than
one hundred and fifty millions—to the strength of
our country, in this time of trial?
But it is said, perhaps, "in diminishing importa-

tion, we diminish the Government revenue." In
answer to this, we would quote from a letter of
Messrs. Hooper and Rice upen the subject. They
say: "As every dollar added to the revenue by the
duty on importations involves an expenditure of
more than two dollars for the cost ot the article
abroad, the national wealth will be increased by
any reduction of revenue from that source. Wheth-
er thfc effect would be inconsiderable, or not would,
of course, depend on the extent to which the move-
ment would be carried. We have no hesitation in
saying, that just so far as our people abstain from
the use of imported luxuries, they are discouraging
habits of extravagance in dress and living, stimu-
lating American industry and skill in many depart-
ments, diminishing the foreign debt, and increasing
the ability of the country to meet the expenditures
of the war."
But it is not the government alone which will be

benefitted by such action on the part of the women
of the country. Every poor man in the land will
rejoice in redaged prices for the necessaries of life,

now kept so high chiefly by the high price of gold.
Every soldier's widow and orphan child will have
cause to bless us for this new proof of our sincere
determination to do our share in behalf of our coun-
try , in support of licr living defenders, and in memory
of her glorious dead. Shall we withhold such aid
and sympathy? Tuere is much hard work to be
done before the war can be ended. To hasten, as
far as possible, the desired consummation, requires
the united energy of all loyal citizens.
We ask the men of the land to flgbl brately—*e

pity and despise any shrinking on their part. Do
we n®t owe it to them to offset their bitter sacrifices i

with our own easier ones ? We admire the spirit of
other women of other times who have laid all their

I

possessions on their Country's altar. Shall we not

;

imitate as well as admire?
Impressed with the importance of lending our aid

to prevent the trouble that is sure to come to a coun-
try drained of its specie and desiring to prepare, by
a wise simplicity of living, for whatever trials may
be in store, we ask the women of New England to
unite with us in a pledge for increased devotion to
the duties of the hour.
And lo this end let ug. use our whole influence,

and every andeavor, believipg that mankind must '

approve, and that God will bless.

NEW ENGLAND WOMEN'S LEAGUE, POR DIMINISHING
THE USB OF LUXURIES DURING THE WAR.

Boston, July 4, 1864.
We, the undersigned, women of the tJnited States,

impelled bv a deep stns'e of the peril of our beloved
country, and of the sacrifices and sufferings of our
brave soldiers; yet abating not a jot of our assur-

• ance that God will give success to our righteous
I cause, provided the people do their duty, would
here express our purpose to perform our part to-

ward bringing about this great end, and our desire

to contribute more largely to the strength of our
armies, and the relief of the suffering throughout
our land.

We do, therefore, pledge ourselves, during the

war,
1. To retrench our expenditure in dress, in the

household, itt social entertainments, and in all lux-
uries.

2. Without renouncing sudh foreign articles as we
deem necessary for health and comfort, yet, to give
the preference to the products and manufactures of

our own country.

Mrs. Charles E. Guild,
Mrs. Walter Baker,
Mrs. C. F. Knight,
Mrs. James C. White,
Mrs. J. C. Johnson,
Miss Ellen Jackson,
Mrs. H. L. Chapin,
M ss Barbara H. Chan-

ning,
Mrs. James T. Fields,

Mrs. Edward F. Taylor,
Miss M. Wigglesworth,
Miss A Wigglesworth,
Mrs. H. Lee, jr.,

Mrs. Peleg Sprague,
Mrs. Asa Gray,
Miss D. J. Tudor,
Miss B. Tudor,
Miss Mary 6. Loring,
Miss G. M. Stone,
Miss E. T. Stowe,
Miss Lilla Abbott,
Miss A. M Houghton
Miss Fanny L. Gray,'
Miss A. P. Rogers,
Miss Abby W. May,
Miss M. P. Nichols,
Miss R. W. Pickering,
Miss L. H. Clarke.

Foreign Luxuries.

Boston, May 7, 1864.

To THE Editors of the Boston Daily Advertiser:

There are women in Boston, who will yield in

patriotism to none among us, who feel that at the

moment when an effort is being made to check the
importation of foreign luxuries, an appeal ought to

be possible to those who control domestic manufac-
tures. "For the Lord's sake let them form their

league," said a gentleman with a small income the
other day to his wife—"you and I will go on buy-
ing the cheapest things we can. At present rates our
purchases will not hurt the country." "Perhaps
not," she replied; "but I will not live, if I can help
it, under the tacit reproach of my neighbors. At
present, I cannot afford to give up all imported
irticles, but I want our manufacturers to make it

possible for me to Jo so very soon. Hovey told

'Almira' the truth, when he said he had "O
American goods but calicoes, but in some other
itores, they are at this moment selling foreign
goods with American marks. That does not help
the real difficulty. It only makes dupes of us wo-
laen."
The contemptuous reply to "Almira" in last eve-

log's Transcript, shows how the whole matter is

misunderstood. The man writing—evidently sup-
poses that "Almira" considered calicoes beneath
aer. But if she be the sensible woman we think,
she has a small income and cannot afford to wear
'hem. Calicoes must be washed and ironed every
week—they consume soap and labor. Where only
one servant is kept they cannot be indulged in, or
if "Alnnift" can risk the washing and ironing, she
cannot afford American calicoes, in contrast to

French. Three American calicoes do not contain
ds much wear as one French one—and "Almira"
does not object to the first expense in the case, but
to the impossibility of meeting in addition the de-
iiiands of the dressmaker and the pressure upon her
ijwn needle. How can she keep her five children
cluthed, with no seamstress to help, if the first

washing and ironing strains out every seam and
cuts through every edgi?
Oar manufacturers can supply us with better

;S;ood3 and with the economical mixtures of cotton

ind wool, or linen and goat's hair, which are re-

luired. An appeal to them, signed by the time
honored names of Qaiucy, Lowell and Loring,

would have immediate ettect. One of the ladies

who attended the meeting in Park street the other

lay, was told by one of these manufacturers
til-it if all the ladies of the country were to sign the

league, it would be impossioloybr years to meet the

demand that would arise, and that the goods would
cost more than the imported articles.

To this we reply, that it is the duty of the manu-
facturers and the dry-goods merchants to take im-
mediate measures to mtet this demand, and to meet
it faithfully. The cost is of no consequence, so
long as the money is p'tid within our own borders.

That this can de done, let the example of our jewel-
|

iers prove. Six years ago, nearly all our best plate

was made in England, but now it would be difficult

to find a set of foreign plate. The moment the price
• )t' silver became excessive, Bigelow, Brothers &
Kennard, set the example of employing American
ruiinufacturers, and the change was made so silent-

ly that it was not suspected. The same thing wa"-

true of cutlery. We hear very little of Sheffield now.
The other day, two advertisements appeared in two
evening papOTs:

—

"Wanted.—Two men to superintend the sale of cloaks
. nd mantilas. No one need apply uuac(iuainted with
manufacturing."
''Wanted.—Two young men in the miUinery depart-

ment. Those acquainted nith trimmings preferred.

"

Our cheeks burned when we read these advertise-

ments. Where are the men, at this day, who
should not be ashamed "to manufacture cloaks"
and become "acquainted with trimmings?" We
felt as if the editor should have rebuked the adver-
tiser.

"But," said a gentleman at our side, "ladies

prefer to buy of men, and merchants find they can-

not rely on female help." Let us go behind this

statement and lay the blame where it belongs, on
the women themselves. The necessities of the conn-
try will soon push them into places hitherto unoc-
cupied. It is mortifying to think that they will be

for the most part unprepared and unwiding to stand
iu them. Women ot the lower classes will fill your
ears with complaints of their lot, with their dread of

penury, of their unpaid labor, but not one can be

found who will make a steady effort to conquer her
own unfitness for better work, or will bear with an
attempt to drill her into thorough and decent do-

mestic service. We need, it would seem, to suffer

longer and moie.
In the revolutionary war a movement similar to

that inaugurated at Washineteu by an enamelled

badge, which few people, it is to be hoped will be
'\ so foolish as-to buy, stimulated our women to re-

I
markable and successful industry. A sister-in-law

' of Benjamin Franklin, printing a paper in Rhode
i Island, advertised as follows :

—

"The printer hereof pants llaenF, oalicoe!', silks, 4(5.

,

in figures, in lively and durable ool .rs, without the of-

iensive smell which commonly attends linen printed
here."

It was in this way that our women tried to aid

the domestic manufacture. Clementina Bud printed

And edited the "Virginia Uazette," and Thomas
Jefferson was her correspondent. la those days
Martha Bucktninster Curtis, eminent as a merchant,

laid the foundation of a family and a fortune rarely

equalled iu America and a claim on our gratitude

by planting at Framingham the first potato ever

set in New England. A smalf service you will say,

but we remember that Sir Walter Raleigh first car-

ried this vegetable to Queen Elizabeth. At that

time—no paper hangings being manufactured here,

a gang of women organized themselves and went
about cleaning wall-papers with bread-crumb. It

woultJ be -better for us at this moment if women
cleaned our walls, painted our houses, and polished

ili our cabinet work in bath rooms, halls, furniture
rooms, and the like. Oar ladies must turn their at-

iention to starting some manufacture of gloves,

trimmings, and stockings, such as refined sensitive

people can wear, without seams to abraid the skin.

I'he women of the Revolution knit and sold gloves

find stockings of wool, linen, cotton, and silk.

Trimmings are not always extravagant. They
serve the purposes of ncai economy, by lengthening

Ji, skirt and covering a rent or seam.

Ladies prominent iu the new movement meet to

discuss it clad in elegant embroideries and brocades,

and wearing French kids. Do they ask how they

can best serve their country at this moment? Their I

'oilettes are doubtless provided for years to come. F

Let thein lay aside showy and expensive articles, andl

ire.ss as the majority will be compelled to do. riighl

liirth and high breeding can well afford to wear an
|

American calico, and they have no right to despise

;he weakness which blushes to be less dressed than
|

I neighbor, when they will not conquer the weak-

ness which desirfs to be better dressed than the ma-
jurity. Thus they may help to make the reform !

•sasy and thorough. Would they sign the pledge it

It bound them to refrain from wearing what they I

promise not to buy? It is rather strange that the

articles of covenant do L.ot mention hoops, the ab-

?iird masses of drapery which cover them or trail

dishonored along our streets.

We trust that this movement on the p.\rt of the

vomen is to be followed by one on the part of men,
((isoarding wines, liquors and cigars, to say nothing

of other "foreign luxu'.ies." C. H. D.




