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Historical.—Library work for the blind is one of the

youngest branches of the extensive public and state library

systems of America; in fact, it has not yet reached its majority

in most of the states. Now, when the whole world is taking so

keen an interest in the welfare and education of the blind, it is

hard to realize that twenty-five years ago practically no formal

provision had been made for their reading outside of the small

collection of books in the schools or ''asylums for the blind"

as they were often called. There is record of two or three

efforts being made thirty or forty years ago to establish some
such libraries. One is noted in the report of the Boston Public

Library for 1868, in which a donation of eight volumes from

Mr. George Ticknor was acknowledged with the statement that

it was hoped these volumes would prove the nucleus of a

department of embossed books for the blind. The collection

had grown to ten volumes in 1869, which had been drawn out

eighteen times during the year by four persons. In 1882
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Mr. John P. Rhoades of Philadelphia, treasurer of the Pennsyl-

vania Bible Society, formed a Home Teaching Society for the

Blind and from the Bible House superintended the library

from which the Moon type books were lent to blind readers. In

1898 this library was reorganized and in 1901 incorporated with

the Free Library of Philadelphia under the name of the Penn-

sylvania Home Teaching Society and Free Circulating Library

for the Blind, which now has the second largest collection of

embossed type books in this country. The Home Teaching

Society for the Bhnd of Chicago was estabHshed in 1882 by

Dr. and Miss Moon, and in 1894 the books were handed over to

the Chicago Public Library. In July 1885, the Circulating

Library for the Bhnd of the State of New York was incorpor-

ated through the efforts of several young women of New York

City and its vicinity who had recently been graduated from the

New York Blind Asylum. Their plan was '^to loan books at

a nominal cost" and their hope was that through the generosity

of the public they would be able gradually to enlarge their

library, to which Mr. Anagnos, superintendent of Perkins

Institution, South Boston, Massachusetts, had promised to

give twelve books and also to supply others pubhshed by him

at cost price. This little library and the New York Free Circu-

lating Library for the Blind, which was founded in 1895 by a

blind man, Richard Randall Ferry of New York City, and which

was organized by him from a collection of embossed type books

which had been given a home in the Church of the Messiah in

Brooklyn, were the forerunners and the nuclei of the largest

collection of embossed type books in this country—that of the

Library for the Blind of New York Public Library which was

opened in February 1903. Dr. Bernard C. Steiner of the

Enoch Pratt Free Library of Baltimore reported in 1894 that

his library had bought sixty or seventy books for the blind and

that "they proved useful." This collection now numbers

between 1,700 and 2,000 volumes.
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The New York State Library for the BHnd was founded in

March 1896. It was the first of the five state Hbraries which

now have departments for the bhnd and has the third largest

collection of books for the blind in the country. In 1896 the

Detroit Public Library placed no volumes on its shelves.

The reading-room for the blind in the Library of Congress was

opened in 1897. The librarian's report for that year states

that "in a library of a national character and reopening under

improved conditions it was deemed wise to make some pro-

vision for the blind." The library was therefore started with a

good collection of books and music which had come to it mainly

through the operation of the copyright laws. These were the

pioneers in the library work for the blind. There are now
between 60 and 70 libraries owning and circulating embossed

type books. The names of these libraries are given in the

report of the Committee on Work for the Blind of the American

Library Association to the Berkeley meeting in 191 5.

Books, periodicals, music.—Books in embossed type are

relatively few and very costly, and the diversity of types makes

the matter worse by requiring duplication of popular titles.

Bhnd readers do not realize that every title that is in ink is not

theirs to command. While the saying "Of the making of many
books there is no end" most truly applies to the book world of

the sighted reader of today, in the literature for the blind the

"making" is very small and "the end" soon reached. The
reason for this seems to be that comparatively few institutions

or libraries are willing to take up the expensive work of pub-

Hshing these embossed type books. If some of the largest

libraries would print each year even three or four new titles

they would give an added joy to those who are trying bravely

to defy "the infliction of a blow as hard as any to which mortals

can be asked to submit," as a prominent blind Englishman

defines blindness. Appropriations for buying embossed type

books are comparatively small when their high cost is
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considered. For instance, five volumes costing $32.50 were

required to print in embossed type only the first part
—

''The

national government"—of Bryce's American commonwealth

(the whole of which in ink print forms but two volumes, price

$4.00). The embossed printing and binding of Mrs. Deland's

The iron woman (a $1.35 ink print book) costs $27.20; and

of Dr. Crothers' Amongfriends (a $1 . 25 ink print book), $10. 30.

These are the prices of New York point editions. It would cost

virtually as much to make these same titles available to the

reader of American Braille only, or to the reader of English

Braille or of the Moon type. Will it not seem in library work

for the blind as if the millennium had come when a uniform

type has been decided upon and when all embossed books are

open to all readers ?

Besides books there are many hundreds of pieces of music,

both vocal and instrumental, to be had, and numerous embossed

type periodicals exist. A partial list of them is printed in the

bibliography at the end of this chapter. Those most popular

in this country are the Matilda Ziegler Monthly Magazine^

which is printed in both New York point and American Braille

and is a gift to the blind of the United States and of Canada.

Stories, poems, bits of travel and of humor, current events, and

often maps and diagrams of special interest are included. A
recent number published a complete diagram, with description,

of a submarine. The Milwaukee Weekly Review is virtually the

American newspaper for the blind, and the keenest interest is

shown in this little publication. The Searchlight^ published by

the New York Association for the Blind, is particularly intended

for children, and Lux Vera and the Catholic Transcript find many
readers glad that these periodicals of their church are available.

An eminent librarian has said, "A collection of books for

the blind should be subject to no more limitations than any

other collection." But, alas, embossed books are printed, not

in one type alone, but in five different types, and most readers do
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not read more than two different systems. Many read only one

type, consequently the same title to be available to all readers

must be printed in two or three different t3^es. The books of

today are printed in American and English Braille, Moon type,

and New York point, and from the report of the Uniform Type
Committee word is received of a new system—the '^Standard

dot system." Books are no longer printed in Line letter, the

first of all the systems, the most difficult to read, and the only

system which cannot be written.

In selecting books for libraries, although it is well to have

the collection include some books printed in each of the

embossed types, the largest part of the library must of necessity

be in the type taught at the schools for the blind of the state,

because the majority of the readers have attended or are pupils

of these schools, or are those who have been advised and

instructed by some of these pupils to take up the system that

has been most popular with them. Some ''home teachers"

and ''field agents" think that all who first take up "finger

reading" should begin with the Moon type which is considered

the easiest system to learn, and is particularly desirable for

those who become blind in adult life.

Librarian.—-It is necessary for a librarian for the blind to

become familiar with the different embossed type systems, in

order that the title-pages and often some of the context may be

written out before the accessioning, classification, and cataloging

are done. Many letters and lists of books, too, are often

received written in point type. In one or two instances a blind

person has been employed as the librarian in a library for the

bhnd, but the words of a prominent librarian on that subject

seem clear and to the point: "Some authorities lay stress on

the necessity or at least the value of employing in a Hbrary for

the blind a librarian who is herself blind. This reminds one

of Dr. Johnson's nonsense line. 'Who drives fat oxen must

himself be fat.' The person in charge of a collection of books
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for the blind needs the full use of her senses, and although she

should be able to read all the different systems of typography

she will be all the more valuable for ability to use her eyes also."

Readers.—Having the books, a good place to keep them, and

a librarian, the next necessity is readers. Blind persons

cannot come to the library as easily as others; ordinary means

of publicity fail to reach them effectively, which is not surprising

when it is recalled that even vigorous and persistent library

publicity directed toward those who can see, leaves many
unaffected. Blind readers must be sought—by personal

inquiry and visitation, by close co-operation with schools for

their education, through civic officers, through state com-

missions charged with promoting their welfare and industrial

status, and through local associations organized for social

purposes. Some states or communities take a civic census of

the blind, but even with such data constant vigilance and

industry are required to keep records alive and complete.

Every library serving blind readers should keep a card catalog

of all blind persons known to it, with full information regarding

each as to age, address, education, kind of types read, prospect

of enrolment as a reader, etc.

Necessarily library work for the blind is most widely carried

on by correspondence, as only the most independent of the

blind have confidence enough to come to the libraries without

guides. When there is such a one there is a real joy in watching

him going in and out among the stacks reading with eager

trembling fingers the titles in embossed type, often exclaiming

with delight over some ''old friend" or a very recent biography

that he has so wanted to read. Although comparatively few

readers come to stay to enjoy the books while in the library,

many come in to visit and oftentimes for a word of cheer when

they are first "learning how to be blind."

Instruction of readers.—When a new reader makes applica-

tion to the library the first thing to do is to send an encouraging
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letter with a catalog or finding-list and instructions for using

the library when one of the embossed systems has been learned.

Alphabet sheets and primers are sent on at once that the

reader may make choice of the type preferred. When the

primer is returned the reader is usually ready to borrow

books and magazines. In the states where commissions for

the blind have been appointed, their ''home teachers"

and "field workers" often take the first steps personally

with the new reader, which were formerly taken necessarily

in most cases by correspondence with the librarians for the

blind.

The Work: Classification, cataloging, etc.—The technical

work of a library for the blind is carried on in virtually the

same manner as that of any library. The books are accessioned,

classified, cataloged, and sheK-listed, but the classification by

subjects is usually not carried out as far as that of the ink

print books.

Embossed books may of course be classified conventionally

by subjects, but this mingles books of different types and it is

found that the collection is much more readily available to the

librarian as well as to the occasional readers who use the shelves

when classified primarily by types. The latter method almost

always obtains in the arrangement of titles in the printed finding

lists or catalogs which have been issued by several libraries.

In a card catalog of embossed books each card should tell the

type in which the book is printed. This may be done by a note

or by the use of mnemonic call numbers, using, perhaps, initial

letters to show the different types.

Shelving in the library for the blind must be very much

higher and deeper than for ink print books. Embossed type

books occupy, in cubic inches, six or eight times the space of

ink print editions. The shelves in the New York State Library,

which were built especially for such books, measure 14 inches in

depth by 15 inches in height.
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Loan methods and records.—Finding lists of the library and

call slips (on which to make out a list of from ten to twelve

titles of books and pieces of music preferred, with the type

always noted) should be sent to each reader of the library.

Some libraries furnish for a nominal sum finding-lists in embossed

type for the readers. The charging system is carried on with

the book and reader's card as in the lending of ink print books.

In sending out the books a return gummed mailing label,

bearing the address of the sending library and the reader's

(sender's) name and address on the upper left corner, is always

inclosed with the periodical, book, or piece of music lent.

A great boon to the blind was the grant from the govern-

ment in 1904 of free use of the mails for reading-matter for the

blind when sent out by public institutions for the blind or by
public libraries as a loan to blind readers or when returned by

the latter to such institutions or public libraries.

The circulation of books in most Hbraries for the bhnd is

confined to their own states, but at present the New York

Public Library, the New York State Library, the Library of

Congress, and the California State Library allow their embossed

t5^e books to go to readers in any state of the Union where

the book desired is not to be had locally.

Co-operation with other agencies.—The co-operation of the

state commission for the blind with the library brings much
of helpfulness to both. The "home teachers" and "field

agents" of the commission interest the blind of the state to

learn one of the different embossed type systems, and in so

doing to find that they are not cut off from the world and from

what had interested and diverted them before blindness.

Their names are sent to the library, letters written, and books

and periodicals lent to them. So, too, with the schools, the

libraries are often called upon to aid with textbooks, and during

the summer months of vacation very many of the children turn

at once to the library for some "good books to read."
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