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Lincoln's Aunt Mary
THOMAS LINCOLN'S OLDEST SISTER AND THE CRUME FAMILY

INTO WHICH SHE MARRIED

One of the best known poems, of

the Hoosier poet, James Whitcomb
Riley, is his "Aunt Mary." Abraham
Lincoln of Spencer County, Indiana

had an Aunt Mary living in Vermil-

lion County, Indiana in the year 1830.

She was Mary Lincoln Crume, oldest

sister of Thomas Lincoln, the Presi-

dent's father, and wife of Ralph

Crume, Junior.

A letter of thanks which is alto-

gether in harmony with the Christmas

season, was written by Abraham Lin-

coln to a member of the Crume fam-

ily in December 1861, in which the

President states that his Aunt Mary
married Ralph Crume "nearly or quite

sixty years ago." The letter is so per-

meated with the holiday spirit that

it is worthy of presentation in full:

"Executive Mansion

"Washington, Dec. 4, 1861

"My dear Madam:
"I take great pleasure in acknowl-

edging the receipt of your letter of

Nov. 26 ; and in thanking you for the

The Lincoln Kinsman for 1942

The most favorable reception given

to the series of articles on Lincoln

myths, presented during 1941, has en-

couraged the preparation of another

series of related discussions for 1942.

There are several people, often quoted

as authorities in the field of Lincoln

and Hanks genealogy, the accuracy

of whose statements about Lincoln and
his parents are of supreme impor-

tance. During the next few months the

reminiscences and testimonials of

many of these people will be exam-

ined in the light of documentary evi-

dence now available. Some of the in-

dividuals whose conclusions will be

presented are: Charles Friend, Dennis

Hanks, John Hanks, Jesse Weik, Wil-

liam Herndon, John L. Nail, Mrs.

C. H. S. Vawter, Caroline Hanks

Hitchcock and Dr. W. E. Barton.
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present by which it was accompanied.

A pair of socks so fine, and soft, and

warm, could hardly have been manu-

factured in any other way than the

old Kentucky fashion. Your letter in-

forms me your maiden name was

Crume, and that you were raised in

Washington County, Kentucky, by

which I infer that an uncle of mine

by marriage was a relative of yours.

Nearly, or quite sixty years ago, Ralph

Crume married Mary Lincoln, a sis-

ter of my father, in Washington

County, Kentucky.

"Accept my thanks, and believe me
"Very truly,

"Yours forever,

"A. Lincoln

"Mrs. Susannah Weathers,

"Rossville, Clinton County, Ind."

Daniel Crume

The early history of the Crume
family in America begins with the

story of Daniel Crume. He was born

in Scotland, on September 1, 1680,

and lived to be 108 years old. His

wife's name was Elizabeth Brooks,

who with her husband, migrated to

America about the year 1700 and they

became the founders of an exceed-

ingly interesting family.

The first Crume homestead which

we are able to identify was located in

old Fredericks County, Virginia on

some of the very land where the battle

of Bull Run was to be fought.

It is not known that the Lincoln

and Crume families were associated

during their Virginia days, although

they lived not far from each other in

the Shenandoah Valley.

Philip Crume

Philip Crume, son of the pioneer

Daniel, was born August 9, 1724. He

married Margaret Weathers, in Vir-

ginia, on December 23, 1749. It will

be observed that his wife's surname

was the same as the name of the wom-
an who presented Abraham Lincoln

with the pair of socks. This association

of names would suggest that there

were other marriages between the

Crume and Weathers families.

Apparently it was after the arrival

of Philip Crume in Kentucky, that he

married his second wife, Anna Bar-

rett. To the first wife, Margaret

Weathers Crume, there were born

twelve children and to the second

wife, Anna Barrett Crume, five chil-

dren, making a family of seventeen

children altogether. Their names and

birthdates, as well as a few notations

about them, are here made available,

through the courtesy of Dr. George

P. Crume of Minneapolis, who is a

descendant of Philip's second son,

Philip, Jr., who married Sarah Trot.

Ralph—b. Dec. 12, 1750, m. Mary
Riggs.

Philip—b. Aug. 1, 1752, m. Sarah

Trot or Trout from Virginia, called

Sallie. Philip died May 8, 1823.

Susannah—b. July 10, 1754, m.

Eleazer Burkhead.

Mary—b. Mar. 15, 1756, m. Jesse

Burkhead. Her descendants live at Mt.

Washington, Ky.

Daniel—b. Jan. 27, 1758, m. Miss

Dodson. Moved to Illinois.

Jesse—b. Jan. 6, 1760, m. (1) Miss

Collins and (2) Miss Seifers.

Elizabeth—b. Apr. 19, 1762, m.

James Harold. No children.

William—b. Apr. 2, 1764, m. ?.

Two daughters lived at Poplar Flat

then moved to Tennessee.

Moses—b. Feb. 27, 1766, m. daugh-

ter of William Marks. Moved to Ohio

in 1803, died 1839. He was a Method-
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ist minister and the last of 12 children

to die.

Isaac—b. Apr. 7, 1769, m. ?. Died

Feb. 7, 1791 in Virginia.

Sarah—b. Mar. 11, 1771, m. George

Marks.

Eunice—b. Dec. 8, 1776, m. Mich-

ael Klinglesmith. Several children,

lived in Hardin County. One son

named Moses and one Daniel.

John—b. Nov. 26, 1789, m. ?, 11

children.

Margaret—b. June 5, 1791, m. John

Ridgway.

Nancy—b. Dec. 20, 1792, m.

Charles Jordon. Moved to Kansas,

near Topeka. Reared 13 children, six

boys and seven girls. She died in

April 1854.

Keziah—b. Feb. 7, 1795, m. James

Harvey.

Squire—b. July 17, 1798, m. ?.

Reared 10 of 14 children.

After the death of Philip Crume,

Sr., on April 20, 1801, his widow,

Anna, married Jacob Marks, and to

them were born three children:

Thomas, James and Elizabeth.

There were forty-nine people in

the group which migrated from Vir-

ginia to Kentucky about 1790, al-

though it is evident that members of

the family had preceded them, spying

out the land and making land entries.

They settled in Nelson County, at a

point east of Bardstown, very close to

what later became the Washington

County line. The community where
they established their homes was in

a settlement called Poplar Flat, and
now known as the town of Croakes.

Possibly it was Daniel, a son of

Philip, Sr., who made the first visit

to Kentucky, as we find him entering

a 500 acre tract of land on "the South

side of Beech Fork four miles above

the mouth of Cartwright Creek" as

early as May 27, 1780. This tract was
in the same general community where
the Crume family was to settle, in what
later became Washington County. This

Daniel Crume was a brother of Ralph
Crume, who was the oldest son of

Philip and who also settled on "the

waters of Beech Fork."

In 1792 Daniel Crume listed for

taxation in Washington County five

horses, seventeen cattle, and 233 acres

of land, and as late as 1796 he was
listing practically the same amount
of live stock and land. In the adjacent

County of Nelson, in 1792, Ralph
Crume, Daniel's brother, listed four

horses, twenty-six cattle and 673 acres

of land, and it is also apparent that

there was one boy between 16 and 21

years old in this family. The first time

we find the name of Daniel Crume di-

rectly associated with the relatives of

Abraham Lincoln, is in 1796 when
Crume's name appears on a road pe-

tition along with Mordecai Lincoln,

brother of Mary and Nancy Lincoln.

Ralph Crume, Sr.

Among the seventeen children of

Philip Crume, it is this Ralph Crume,

j ust mentioned, in which we have spe-

cial interest. His wife Mary's surname

was Riggs. The first positive evi-

dence we have of Ralph Crume's pres-

ence in Nelson County, Kentucky, is

an order dated May 17, 1788 in which

he was appointed a Captain of the

Militia in the room of Thomas Cun-

ningham, who had removed out of

the state. As late as February 11, 1799

Ralph Crume was living on "the wat-

ers of Beech Fork" where he took up

an estray horse and advertised it ac-

cording to law, indicating by the date
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that for about twenty years at least,

he had lived not far from where the

Lincoln family had settled in 1786,

in the Beech Fork community.

As early as 1803 both Ralph Crume,

Sr., and Ralph Crume, Jr., father and

son, acquired land on the North Fork

of Rough Creek in Breckenridge

County, Kentucky. The community

where they lived later became known

as the Crume Settlement as is indi-

cated by a road survey which was to

pass through the senior Ralph Crume's

farm. This settlement was in the south-

eastern part of Breckenridge County,

not far from the Hardin County line,

as the following road order indicates;

"Ordered that Ralph Crume, Sr., be

overseer of that part of the road lead-

ing from Elizabethtown to Hartford,

from Hardin County line toward

Thomas Kincheloes to wit from the

said county line to the four mile tree

on said road. Feb. 16, 1804." This or-

der would imply that Ralph Crume,

Sr., settled on the road from Eliza-

bethtown to Hartford, a much traveled

road in that day, and that he was liv-

ing within four miles of the Hardin

County line.

Ralph Crume, Sr., brought along

with him besides his family, much of

the livestock he had owned in Nelson

County, as 11 horses were listed for

taxation in 1815. Also he was in pos-

session of one slave. It is evident that

the 1250 acre tract of land which he

owned in 1807, was later parceled out

to the various children, as their land

increased and his acreage continued

to diminish. The number of slaves in

his possession increased, however,

and by 1826 he entered 6 slaves on

the tax report.

Just how many people there were in

this Crume migration from Nelson to

Breckenridge County is not known,

but in 1803 there was a Ralph Crume,

Sr., a Ralph Crume, Jr., and a Charles

Crume, all appearing on the Brecken-

ridge County tax list and all over 21

years of age. The United States Cen-

sus for Breckenridge in 1920 gives

the names of four heads of families

bearing the name Crume, and the

number of persons in their home. The

name of Ralph, Sr., appears, and what

seems to be the names of three sons.

A tabulation of this information fol-

lows: Ralph Crume, Sr.; 2 boys be-
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tween 16 and 26, 1 man over 45, 1 girl

between 16 and 26, 1 woman over 45.

Ralph Crume, Jr. ; 2 boys under 10,

1 man between 26 and 45, 1 girl under

10, 1 woman between 26 and 45.

Charles Crume; 2 boys between 10

and 16, 1 man between 26 and 45, 3

girls under 10, 1 girl between 10 and

16, 1 woman between 26 and 45.

William Crume; 3 boys under 10,

1 man between 26 and 45, 1 woman
under 26.

Ralph Crume, Sr., was dead by

March 16, 1829, as there appears on

this date a notation in the Brecken-

ridge County order book which states

:

"A writing purporting to be a writ-

ing from Mary Crume, widow of

Ralph Crume, deceased, relinquishes

her right of administration on the es-

tate of her deceased husband was ex-

amined in court and duly proved by

John Crume the subscribing witness

and therefore on the motion of said

James Barkley admis. is granted him

on the estate of the said Ralph Crume,

deceased, whereupon he took the oath

required by law and with Ralph

Crume, John Crume, Benedict Lucas,

Levi Horseley and Polly Pyle securi-

ties. March 16, 1829."

Also in 1829 the name of "Widow
Mary Crume" appears on the same

tax list with Ralph Crume (Jr.) who
now dropped the designation Jr. from

his name. The widow Mary still lists

for taxation the six slaves formerly

owned by her husband, so we are sure

it was Mary, the wife of Ralph Crume,

Sr., instead of Mary, the wife of Ralph

Crume, Jr., who had passed away.

James Barkley, Esq. made a motion

in the Breckenridge County court that

"William Haynes, John Skilman, Dan-

iel I. Stephens and Robert Stephens

or any three of them do allot to Mrs.

Mary Crume, Widow of Ralph Crume,

deceased, her dower in the lands and

slaves which Ralph Crume, deceased,

was possessed of."

The Widow Mary Crume survived

until sometime just previous to May
20, 1839 as on this date John Crume
went to Breckenridge court and "of-

fered to administer the estate of Mary
Crume deceased which was granted

him." David L. Parent and Nathan
Board were his securities.

It would appear from land transac-

tions which occurred after the death

of Ralph Crume, Sr., that his children

were: Ralph, Jr., John, William, Ra^

chel, Mary and Sarah and possibly

Charles was his son, although his

name does not appear on the recorded

deeds.

Ralph Crume, Jr., married Mary
Lincoln on August 5, 1801, William

married Susannah Jones on August

5, 1805, John married Jane Kirkham
on August 30, 1805, Rachel married

Benedict Lucas, Mary or "Polly" mar-

ried Thomas Pyle on March 10, 1812,

and Sarah married Levi Horseley.

Ralph Crume, Jr.

The son of Ralph Crume, Sr., in

which we have the most interest, is

Ralph Crume, Jr., because he became
the uncle by marriage to Abraham
Lincoln.

It was on August 4, 1801 that Ralph

Crume, Jr., married Mary Lincoln, in

Washington County, and the name of

Mordecai Lincoln, Mary's brother, ap-

pears on the marriage bond with

Crume. Both Ralph Crume, Jr., and
Mary Lincoln stated in the marriage

papers that they were over 21 years of

age. It is not known just how long

they remained in Washington County

after their marriage, but it appears as
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if they went almost immediately to

that part of Hardin County that later

on became Breckenridge.

It seems likely that Ralph Crume,

Jr., was the first one of the family to

migrate to Breckenridge County, Ken-

tucky, as his name is found on the tax

list for the year 1802. Apparently

Ralph, Jr.'s father, Ralph Crume, Sr.,

and his family, followed him to

Breckenridge County a year later.

Ralph, Jr., acquired land close to

his father's in the Crume settlement

on Rough Creek. William Crume, one

of the sons of Ralph, Sr., died, and

on October 15, 1812, Ralph, Jr., was

appointed administrator of "his de-

ceased brother's estate." Ralph, Jr.,

was also appointed guardian of Wil-

liam Crume's children: Silas, Wil-

liam, Mary and James. He began to

settle his guardianship relations to

William's children in 1820 and this

important note appears on the Breck-

enridge County order book for Janu-

ary 19, 1829.

"James Crume, infant orphan of

William Crume, being over the age of

14 years, came into court and made
choice of John Skilman, Jr., as his

guardian, Ralph Crume, his present

guardian, being about to remove out

of this state."

This is our first indication of the

intentions of the Ralph Crume, Jr.,

family to migrate. A court order

somewhat later, however, implies that

this migration also was a family mi-

gration. An order is recorded ap-

pointing John Crume as a road super-

visor on November 21, 1831 and it

refers to a road running by Ralph

Crume, Jr.'s "old place" and Henry

Pyles "old place." Pyles was a broth-

er-in-law of Ralph, Jr.

It would be especially timely if we

were able to identify the children of

Ralph and Mary Lincoln Crume, as

these children were the first cousins

of Abraham Lincoln. We know by the

1810 census that during the first ten

years of their married life, Ralph and

Mary had two boys and one girl, but

how many other children were born

to them later on, we do not know.

Just as this issue of the Kinsman
was going to press the editor discov-

ered the destination of the Crume mi-

gration which brought Abraham Lin-

coln's Aunt Mary Crume into Indiana.

The 1830 census for Vermillion

County, Indiana shows a Ralph Crume
between forty and fifty years old as

the head of a family and members of

the family consist of a wife between

forty and fifty years old, two men be-

tween the ages of twenty and thirty,

and one girl between five and ten.

There is a tradition that William,

a son of Ralph, Jr., married Louella

Jones. There is a William Crume ap-

pearing on the Vermillion County

census for 1830, who is between twen-

ty and thirty years of age with a wife

listed in the same age grouping. Wil-

liam and his wife also list two sons

under five and one daughter under

five.

There was one son of Ralph and

Mary Lincoln Crume, however, which

we feel quite certain can be identi-

fied, and that son's name was Ralph

Lincoln Crume, who on July 1, 1837

in Hardin County, married his cousin,

Mary Brumfield, also a cousin of

Abraham Lincoln. This is an instance

where two of Abraham Lincoln's cous-

ins married each other.

Sarah, one of the daughters of

Ralph, Jr., and Mary Lincoln Crume

married James Hasty. The name of

James Hasty appears on the 1830 cen-
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sus of Vermillion County, Indiana, as

the head of a family and he lists in

this group one male and one female

between twenty and thirty years of

age, and one son under five. James

and Sarah Crume Hasty had a son

Ruben K. Hasty. The children of Ru-

ben and his wife were Orlando,

Fletcher, Alena, George, Gerra,

Wesley, Grant, Sherman, Delferd.

Scott Hasty and Lincoln Hasty are

also related to this family.

One family tradition states that a

daughter of Ralph, Jr., named Mary,

married a Mr. Cox on September 19,

1825 in Breckenridge County. A
Henry Crume became the guardian

of two children, Mary and Cassandria

Cox, but their parentage is not stated,

neither is the place Henry occupied in

the Crume genealogy known.

Still another family tradition names

a man by the name of Hogston who
is said to have married a daughter

of Ralph and Mary Lincoln Crume.

A descendant of this Hogston, James

M. Hogston died on Lincoln's birth-

day, 1941, at the age of ninety-one

years. There was an Ann Crume in

Breckenridge County who married

Charles Hoskinson on February 23,

1827.

With the discovery of the new loca-

tion where the Crumes settled in In-

diana, it is likely that we will soon

be able to submit an accurate list of

the children of Ralph, Jr., and Mary
Lincoln Crume. The best we can do

at present is to mention these names
of their children as mentioned by tra-

dition: Ralph L., William, Mary,

Ann, Sarah and possibly one other

daughter.

Notes on the Other Crume Families

In order to assist members of the

Crume family who may be working

on their family history, these few

random notes are made.

John Crume

John Crume, the brother of Ralph,

Jr., does not seem to have re-

moved from Breckenridge County for

some time after Ralph, Jr:, and his

family left in 1829. By August 29 of

that year he had already acquired 129

acres of land, once in the possession

of Ralph, Sr., and after the death of

his mother, was appointed the ad-

ministrator of her estate. In 1831 he

was appointed a road supervisor and
other notations would imply he re-

mained in Kentucky until about 1840,

at least.

There were two John Crumes who
moved to Missouri, one is said to have

migrated as early as 1830 and settled

in Lincoln County. This John is said

to have been the son of Philip and

was born in 1789, and was a soldier in

the war of 1812. The other John, who
migrated in 1840, may have been the

son of Ralph, Sr., who married Jane

Kirkham and settled in St. Joseph,

Missouri. Dr. J. J. Crume of Amarillo,

Texas is said to have descended from
this branch of the family:

James Crume'

This James Crume (1810-1886) was
the son of William, brother of Ralph,

Jr., who served as the guardian of

James after the death of his father.

When Ralph, Jr., moved to Indiana in

1829, James chose John Skilman, Jr.,

as his guardian. The names of James'

brothers were Silas and William. His

sister's name was Mary. James had a

son Gholston H. Crume, born in 1846

and Gholston's son, W. H. Crume, now
lives at Okmulgee, Oklahoma. Silas

Crume, brother of James, married
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Mary Moberly in Breckenridge Coun-

ty on April 6, 1827. There was a Wil-

liam Crume, possibly another brother

of James, who married Mrs. Mary Ann

Norris on July 27, 1837. Mary, a sister

of James, noted as over 14 years old,

chose William W. Crume, her brother,

as her guardian on September 19,

1831.

Jesse Crume

This son of Philip and Sally Trot

Crume married Mary Willett on No-

vember 4, 1802. There were eight chil-

dren born to them. One son was

named Griffith, who had a son Philip.

This last Philip is the father of Dr.

George P. Crume of Minneapolis.

Genealogical Table

There is no attempt to list in this

compilation any of the Crume fami-

lies that do not fall in direct line of

Ralph Crume, Jr., who married Mary

Lincoln.

First Generation

Daniel, 1680-1788

Brooks, Elizabeth

Second Generation

Philip, 1724-1801

Weathers, Margaret

Barrett, Ann

Third Generation

Ralph, 1750-1829

Riggs, Mary
Philip, 1752-1823

Trot, Sarah

Susannah, 1754-

Burkhead, Eleazer

Mary, 1756-

Burkhead, Jesse

Daniel, 1758-

Dodson, Miss

Jesse, 1760-

Collins, Miss

Seifers, Miss

Elizabeth, 1762-

Harold, James

William, 1764-

Moses, 1766-1839

Marks, Miss

Isaac, 1769-1791

Sarah, 1771-

Marks, George

Eunice, 1776-

Klinglesmith, Michael

John, 1789

Margaret, 1791-

Ridgway, John

Nancy, 1792-1854

Jordon, Charles

Keziah, 1795-

Harvey, James

Squire, 1798-

Fourth Generation

Ralph,

Lincoln, Mary
William, 1783-1812

Jones, Susannah

John,

Kirkham, Jane

Rachel,

Lucas, Benedict

Polly,

Pyle, Thomas
Sarah,

Horseley, Levi

Fifth Generation

Ralph L.,

Brumfield, Nancy

William,

(Jones, Louella)

Mary,

(Cox)

Sarah

Hasty, James

(Ann),

(Hoskinson, Charles)

(daughter)

(Hogston)
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