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Rational Religion, whether seen in practice or contemplated in theory,
\vill touch the mind and captivate the heart. It is the glory of our na-
ture. The love of God and man are the great principles, which it is the
avowed intention of this religion to establsh in the hearts ofmen. This
is declared to be the end of all it's doctrines, institutions, and precepts.
Nothing, then, which interferes with these principles ; nothing which
debases the moral character of the Deity, or contracts our charity and

good-will towards men, should be admitted into human forms and estab-

the love of God ; a love always connected with the highest veneration.

They are false describers, who make religion to be mixed with fear and
terror, spleen and melancholy. Man should serve God, net with slavish

fear, but with filial love, duty, and cheerful obedience. Rigour 'and se-

ten receives from the faults and imperfections of it's votaries; it is nei-
ther soured by uncharitable zeal, nor wears the aspect of unreasonable
severity ; the features are not aggravated by rage, nor deadened by affec-
tation. It neither evaporates in enthusiastic fervours, nor sinks into an
unnatural and splenetic abstractionfrom the world; nor are plain truths
here wrapped up in the puzzling and studied dress of philosophical bom-
bast."
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PRAYERS.

ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON'S.

O Lord God of truth, I humbly beseech thee to

enlighten my mind by thy holy Spirit, that I may
discern the true way to eternal salvation, and to free

me from all prejudice and passion, from every cor-

rupt affection and interest that may either blind or

seduce me in my search after it. Make me
impartial in my inquiry after truth, and ready when-
ever it is discovered to me to receive it in the love of

it, to obey it from the heart, to practise it in my life,

and to continue stedfast in the profession of it to the

end of my days. I perfectly resign myself, O
Lord, to thy conduct and direction, in confidence that

thy mercy and goodness is such, that thou wilt not suf-

fer those who sincerely desire to know the truth, and

rely upon thy guidance, finally to miscarry.
And if in any thing which concerns the true worship
and service of thee, my God, and the everlasting hap-
piness of my soul, I am in any error or mistake, I

earnestly beg of thee to convince me of it, and to lead

me into the way of truth, and to confirm and establish

me in it daily more and more. And I beseech

thee, O Lord, always to preserve in me a great com-

passion and sincere charity towards those that are in

error and ignorance of thy truth, beseeching thee to

take pity on them, and to bring them to the knowledge
of it that they may be saved. And because our

M 3568
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blessed Saviour hath promised, that all who do his will

shall know his doctrine, grant, O Lord, that I may
never knowingly offend thee in any thing, or neglect
to do what I know to be thy will and my duty.

Grant, O heavenly Father, these my humble and hear-

ty requests, for his sake who is the way, the truth, and
the life, my blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus
Christ.

PRINCE EUGENE'S.

O my God ! I believe in thee, dc thou strengthen

my belief; I hope in thee, do thou confirm my hope ;

I love thee, vouchsafe to redouble my love ; I am sorry
for my sins, O increase my repentance; I adore thee

as my first principle, I desire thee as my last end ; I

thank thee as my perpetual benefactor, I call on thee

as my supreme. My God ! be pleased to guide me

by thy wisdom, rule me by thy justice, comfort me by
thy mercy, and keep me by thy power; to thee I ded-

icate all my thoughts, words, and actions ; thathence-

forth I may think of thee, speak of thee, act according
to thy will, and suffer for thy sake ; Lord, my will is

subject to thine in whatever thou wiliest, because it is

thy will. I beseech thee enlighten my understanding,
to give bounds to my will, to purify my body, to

sanctify my soul ; enable me, O my God ! to expiate

rny past offences, to conquer my future temptations,
to reduce the passions that are too strong for me, and

to practise the virtues that become me. O fill my
heart with a tender remembrance of thy favours, an

aversion for my infirmities, a love for my neighbours,
and a contempt for the world ; let me also remember
to be submissive to my superiors,

charitable to iny
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enemies, faithful to my friends, and indulgent to my
inferiors. O my God ! help me to overcome pleas-

ure by mortification, covetousness by alms, anger by
meekness, and lukewarmness by devotion. O God !

make me prudent in undertakings, courageous in dan-

gers, patient under disappointments, and humble in

success. Let me never forget, O Lord ! to be fervent

in prayer, temperate in food, exact in my employs,
and constant in my resolutions. Inspire me, O Lord I

with a desire to have always a quiet conscience, and

outward modesty as well as inward ; an edifying con-

versation, and regular conduct ; let me always apply

myself to resist nature, to assist grace, to keep thy

commands, and deserve to be saved. My God ! do
thou convince me of the meanness of the earth, the

greatness of heaven, the shortness of time, and the

length of eternity. Grant that I may be prepared for

death, that I may fear thy judgment, avoid hell, and
obtain paradise ; for the sake and merits of my Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

LORD BACON'S.

Most gracious Lord God, my merciful Father ; my
Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. Thou, O
Lord, soundest and searchest the depths and secrets of

all hearts ; thou acknowledgest the upright of heart ;

thou judgest the hypocrite ; thou ponderest men's

thoughts and doings as in a balance; thou measurest

their intentions as with a line ; vanity and crooked

ways cannot be hidden from thee. Remem-
ber, O Lord, how thy servant hath walked before

thee; remember what I have first sought, and what
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hath been principal in my intentions. I have loved

thy assemblies, 1 have mourned for the divisions of

thy church, I have delighted in the brightness of thy

sanctuary. The vine which thy right hand hath plant-
ed in this nation, I have ever prayed unto thee, that it

might have the first and the latter rain, and that it

might stretch it's branches to the seas, and to the

floods. The state and bread of the poor and oppress-
ed have been precious in mine eyes ; I have hated all

cruelty and hardness of heart; I have (tho' a despis-
ed weed) procured the good of all men. If any have

been my enemies, I thought not of them, neither hath

the sun set upon my displeasure, but I have been as a

dove, free from superfluity of maliciousness. Thy
creatures have been my books, but thy Scriptures
much more. J have sought thee in courts, in fields,

and in gardens ; but I have found thee in my temples.
Thousands have been my sins, and ten thousands

my transgressions, but thy sanctifications have remain-

ed with me, and my heart (through thy grace) hath

been an unquenched coal upon thine altar. O
Lord, my strength ! I have since my youth met with

thee in all my ways, by thy fatherly compassions, by
thy comfortable chastisements, and by thy most visi-

ble providence. As thy favours have encreased upon
me, so have thy corrections; yet thou hast been al-

ways near me. And ever, as my worldly blessings

were exalted, thy secret darts have pierced me; and

when I have ascended before men, 1 have descended

in humiliation before thee. And now, when I thought
most of peace and honour, thy hand is heavy upon me,
and hath humbled me according to thy former loving

kindness, keeping me still in thy fatherly school, not

as a bastard, but as a child. Just are thy judgments



PRAYERS.

upon me for my sins, which are more in number than

the sands of the sea, but have no proportion to thy
mercies ; for what are the sands of the sea? Earth,

heavens, and all these, are nothing to thy mercies*

Besides my innumerable sins, I confess before thee,

that I am a debtor to thee for the gracious talent of

thy gifts and graces, which I have neither put into a

napkin, nor put it, as I ought, to exchangers, where it

might have made best profit, but mis-spent it in things
for which I was least fit ;

so I may truly say, my soul

hath been a stranger in the course of my pilgrimage.
Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour's sake,

and receive me into thy bosom, or guide me in thy

ways.

QUEEN ANNE'S.

Almighty and eternal God, the disposer of all the

affairs in the world, there is nothing so great as not to

be subject to thy power, nor so small, but it cornea

within thy care; thy goodness and wisdom shew them-
selves through all thy works, and thy loving kindness

and mercy appear in the several dispensations of thy

providence, of which, at this time, I earnestly desire

to have a deep and humble sense. It has pleased thee

to take to thy mercy my dearest husband, who was
the comfort and joy of my life, after we had lived to-

gether many years happily in all conjugal love and
affection. May i readily submit myself to thy good
pleasure, and sincerely resign my own will to thine,
with all Christian patience, meekness, and humility.
Do thou graciously pardon the errors and failings of

my life, which have been the occasion of thy displeas-
i3



6 PRAYERS.
">>"

ure; and let thy judgments bring me to sincere and

unfeigned repentance, and to answer the wise ends

for which thou hast sent them. Be thou pleased so

to assist me with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that I

may continue to govern the people which thou hast

committed to my charge, in godliness, righteousness,

justice, and mercy. In the management of all affairs,

public, and private, grant I may have a strict regard
to thy holy will, that I may diligently and heartily

advance thy glory, and ever entirely depend on thy

providence. Do thou, O gracious Father ! be pleased
to grant I may do the greatest good in all my capaci-

ty, and be daily improving every Christian grace and

virtue : so that when thou shalt think fit to put an end

to this short and uncertain life, I may be made a par-
taker of those gracious, endless joys, which thou hast

prepared for those that love and fear thee, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PATER-NOSTER.

We thank thee, O Lord of heaven and earth, that

thou hast directed us by Jesus Christ to pray unto

thee as our Father. Thou didst at first give us life,

and endue us with understanding. By thy paternal
care all our wants are supplied, and in thee we con-

tinually live, and move, and have our being. We re-

joice that all events are under the direction of thy

providence, and that nothing can befal any of us

\vithout thy permission. RESPONSE. We
adore thee as our Father who art in heaven.

Great and wonderful are thy works, Lord God al-

mighty; just and true are thy ways, thou king of
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saints. Thou art exalted above all blessing and praise ;

the whole earth is full of thy glory, and the host of

heaven worshippeth thee. O thou, who search-

estall hearts, dispose us and all mankind, we beseech

thee, to manifest our reverence of thy perfections, by
endeavouring rightly to know thee, the only true God,
and by maintaining such a sense of thy continual

presence with us, as will engage us to love and serve

thee at all times. May we speak forth thy praise with

grateful hearts. May we worship thee in spirit and
in truth ; and whatsoever we do, may we do all to thy

glory. RES P. Hallowed be thy name !

Most gracious and ever blessed God, we pray that

all thy reasonable creatures may own their allegiance
to thee, and become the willing subjects of thy gov^
ernment. May the power of true religion be more
felt in their hearts, and manifested in the lives of men.

May the gospel be continually spreading throughout
the world, and may the pure knowledge and the genu^
ine fruits of it appear more in those who profess it. May
we and all the disciples of Christ, be truly humble,

sincere, and holy. In every relation and condition

of life, may we do unto others as we could reasonably
desire they should do unto us. May we love thee,

our God, with our whole hearts, and keep all thy
commandments continually. In thy due time, may
oppression and ignorance, persecution and war, cease

from the earth ; and may all nations be blessed with

virtue and pure religion, knowledge and liberty, peace
and good order. RES p. Thy kingdom come f

O thou righteous governor of all worlds, may thy
laws, which are always wise, just and good, ever be

duly obeyed. May the whole human race serve thee

\vith perfect hearts and with willing minds.
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their obedience be like the obedience of the spirits a-

bove. May all mankind endeavour to advance the

purposes of thy benevolent government, by acting
with fidelity in the several circumstances which thou
hast allotted to them. As in heaven, angels
who excel in strength do thy commandments, heark-

ening to the voice of thy word, so may those who are

entrusted with power and dominion in this world be

ministers of God to thy people for good. In

a more especial manner would we express our desires

for this the land of our nativity. May thy gospel be

honoured amongst us, and may we be that happy peo-

ple whose God is the Lord. May our king rule

over us in thy fear ; deeply sensible of his dependance
on thee ; may he faithfully discharge the duties of the

important station in which thy providence hath plac-
ed him. May he be duly attentive to the peace and
welfare of this nation; may he be blessed of thee in.

his person and in his family. May all magis-
trates, and those in authority, consider themselves as

thy stewards, who must one day render an account of

their conduct to thee, the supreme judge. May thy

pure and holy laws be the rule of their lives, and the

guideof alltheir consultations. May all Christian

ministers sincerely endeavour rightly to understand

thy holy word. And may they so explain it to others,

as to bring them to the firm belief and constant prac-
tice of the truth ; and, by their exemplary lives and

conversation, may they manifest the excellence of the

holy religion which they recommend. May
we and all thy rational offspring cheerfully resign
ourselves to thy disposal. Whatever circumstances

thou seest good to allot for us in this world, whether

prosperous or adverse, may it be our care to maintain,



PRAYERS. 9
..< .<>.>..

amidst all the changes of human life, such a temper
and conduct as thou shalt approve. May thy com-

mands be executed, and thine appointments be readi-

ly acquiesced in, by all thy creatures, in every rank

and situation in which thy providence hath placed
them. RES P. Thy will be done on earth as it is in

heaven !

Almighty God, from whom cometh every good
and perfect gift, we beseech thee graciously to supply
our constantly returning wants. May we not be too

anxious for the morrow, nor fix our hearts upon the

goods of this world. We gratefully own our depend-
ence on thee, and entreat only that portion of the

blessings of the present life, for ourselves and others,

which thy wisdom and goodness shall see fit to be-

stow. RES P. Give us day by day our daily
bread !

Holy Father, we acknowledge that we do not merit

any of thy favours ; for with shame and remorse we
must confess, that we have already too much neglect-
ed and abused thy goodness. In many things have

we all offended. In thy sight, O Lord, no man liv-

ing is justified. We lament our past guilt and ingra-

titude; we lament every instance in which we have

transgressed thy most righteous and holy laws, in

thought, in word, or in deed. And we sincerely de-

sire and resolve, by divine assistance, to forsake every
evil way. With penitent and contrite hearts, we ear-

nestly implore thy pardon of our many and aggravat-
ed sins. And we would present this request, with

that forgiving temper towards those that have offend-

ed us, which thou requirest of all who would obtain

thy mercy, RES p. Forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive them who trespass against us !
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Suffer us not, O God, to be tempted beyond what
we are able to resist, but with the temptation make
a way for our escape. May we not indulge ourselves

in any thoughts, desires, or communications which
are not according to godliness. Deliver us, merciful

Father, we beseech thee, from vanity and selfishness,

from malice and injustice, from impiety and profane-

ness, and from every thing that is contrary to thy holy
will. RES P. Lead us not into temptation, but

deliver usfrom evil !

We humbly offer up these our adorations and re-

quests unto thee, O God, for thou alone art possessed
of those perfections that demand our religious confi-

dence and homage. While our being endures, there-

fore, we would celebrate thy praise. And let every
creature bless thy holy name, throughout all ages.

RES p. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, for ever ! Amen.
^~^^-j~*r-

JOSEPH II's (EMPEROR OF GERMANY).
O thou eternal, incomprehensible being ! who art

the fountain of mercy, and the source of love ! thy sun

lights equally the Christian and the atheist
; thy show-

ers equally nourish the fields of believers and infidels :

the seed of virtue is found even in the heart of the

impious, and heretic. From thee I learn, there-

fore, that diversity of opinions does not prevent thee

from being a beneficent Father to all mankind. Shall

I then, thy feeble creature, be less indulgent? Shall

I not permit my subjects to adore thee in whatever

manner they please ? Shall I persecute those who dif-

fer from me in points of thinking? Shall 1 spread

my religion with the point of my sword ? O thou,

whose mighty power and ineffable love embrace the
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universe, grant that such erroneous principles may
never harbour in my breast ! I will try to be like thee,

as far as human efforts can approach infinite perfec-
tion : I will be as indulgent as thou to all men whose
tenets differ from mine, and all unnatural compulsions
in points of conscience shall be banished for ever from

my kingdom. Where is the religion that does not in-

struct us to love virtue and to detest vice? let all reli-

gions therefore be tolerated. Let all mankind pay
their worship to thee, thou eternal Being ! in the man-
ner they think best. Does an error in judgment de-

serve expulsion from society ? and is force the proper

way to win the heart, or bring the swerving mind to a

true sense of religion ? Let the shameful chains of re-

ligious tyranny be parted asunder, and the sweet bonds
of fraternal amity unite all my subjects for ever. I am
sensible that many difficulties will occur to me in this

bold attempt ;
and that most of them will be thrown

in my way by those very persons who style them-
selves thy ministers: but may thy almighty power
never forsake me ! O thou eternal and incomprehen-
sible Being ! fortify my holy resolutions with thy love,
that I may surmount every obstacle; and let that

law of our divine master, which inculcates charity
and patience, be always imprinted on my heart.

Amen .
"

Joseph's getet Book"

PATER-NOSTER.

MORNING.
We would persume to address thee, our Father who

art in heaven! and to present our minds and hearts

at the shrine of thy goodness, as a willing testimony
of our humility, veneration, affection, gratitude, and
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duty. Thou hast endued us with judgment, faculties,

and perceptions thou hast made us reasonable crea-

tures. We adore thee for thy goodness ! Thou hast

given us a superior form in the organization of our

bodies thou has placed us, like an indulgent parent,
in a partial and privileged order of existence thou

hast made every thing subservient to our necessities

and happiness. Father of goodness ! accept the hom-

age of our grateful hearts ! The productions of nature

impress us with wonder we trace the wisdom and the

fiat of the Almighty in the minutest object of creation

hallowed be tliy name I Thou hast enabled

us to perceive and distinguish the purity of virtue

from the corruptions of immorality. When this life

shall have passed, and the verge of futurity shall ap-

proach, let the dnwnings of a more permanent felicity

welcome us to thy kingdom thy kingdom come !

We are the work of thy power, we desire to be resign-

ed to thy pleasure thy will be done o?i earth as it is in

heaven ! We would not be importunate nor

insult thee with trifling solicitations; we are sensible

of that economy which subsists in nature we are thy
beneficiaries, and thou art our friend we ewe every

thing to thy bounty,' and trust thou wilt give us this

day, also, our daily bread. We hope that a

continued adoration, arising from the contemplation.
of thy works, will strengthen in us every virtuous res-

olution ; and where we have erred in our duty, or in

forgetfulness ; or inadvertently have deviated from

the plain rule of rectitude, do thou, we beseech thee,

forgive our want of integrity . As our minds orginally
came from thee pure and nncontaminated, we are

answerable to thee, our Father, for our habitual de-

pravity. O do thou forgive us, thy children, our
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transgressions as weforgive those who trespass against
us. Enable us to persevere in the divine prin-

ciples of justice and humanity. May the bias of our

inclinations gain no ascendency over the promptitude
of our judgments, or the powers of reflection. May
the allurements of show, or the suggestions of mistak-

en pleasures lead us not into temptation ! We
thank thee for that share of happiness and for that

degree of health which we have hitherto enjoyed.
The portion of affliction which hath sometimes op-

pressed us with despondency hath been kindly miti-

gated by the balm of friendship and the consolations

of hope. We look unto thee with confidence

thou art the guide and friend of our youth. Pre-

serve thy children, and deliver usfrom evil!

We rejoice that in thee is the fountain of happiness,
that the kingdom of bliss is thine, that all power is

thine, and glory for ever. Amen.
EVENING.

Almighty Being ! whose power is the wonder, whose

goodness is the admiration of thy creatures ; we come
before thee prompted by sentiments of gratitude and
invited by the example of all nature to offer our

praise and thanksgiving. The sun, the glorious lum-

inary of the heavens, who, during his influence on this

part of the earth, has uttered forth the magnificence
of thy power, the country we inhabit leaves, that

other parts of the globe may be enlightened and as-

tonished. The plants of the field, whose admirable

structure, exquisite beauty, agreeable odours, and
useful qualities display the wondrous energy of thy
wisdom, have folded up their leaves and yielded to

the sleep of nature. The little thrilling chanters of

thy praise, the beautiful assemblage of the feathered
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creation have retired to repose, with a cadence ot

thanksgiving. We, also, the noblest of thy works,
because endued with superiority of reason, would
thank thee, our heavenly Father! for the numerous

pleasures, advantages, and enjoyments, which thy be-

nevolence hath lavished on us. We thank thee

for the means of improving our minds by the attain-

ment of knowledge, for the happiness of friendship,

and for the welfare of mankind. Enable us to con-

clude each day with that satisfaction which arises

from conscious innocence, and with minds unsullied

by malevolence, ingratitude, or impiety. Preserve

us hi virtue and protect us from vice ! S. N.

VOLTAIRE'S.

Not unto men, but unto thee, the God of all being,
of all worlds, and of .all ages, do I address myself; if

feeble creatures, lost in thy immensity, and impercep-
tible to the rest of the universe, may presume to ask

of thee any thing ; of thee who hast given all ; of thee

whose decrees are unchangeable, as they are eternal ;

condescend to look in pity on the errors which are in-

separable from our nature, and let them not be to us

the ground of calamity. Thou hast not given us hearts

to hate one another, nor hands to cut each other's

throats : grant that we may mutually assist one anoth-

er to support the burden of a painful and transitory
life: let not the little differences between the vest-

ments that cover our feeble bodies, between our de-

fective languages, between our ridiculous customs,

between our many imperfect laws, between our many
foolish opinions, between pur several conditions, SQ
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unequal in our eyes, and so equal in thine ; let not the

many little distinctions that denote the several classes

of atoms called men, be signals of hatred and persecu-
tion. May those who light up wax tapers at noon-day
to celebrate thee, bear with those who are content

with the light of the sun which thou has placed in the

firmament. Let not those who, to tell us we must
love thee, cover their robes with white linen, hold in

detestation those who tell us the same thing in a cloak

of black woollen. May it be the same to adore thee

in a jargon formed from an ancient language, or in a

jargon more modern. May those whose vesture is

dyed with red or with purple, who rule over a small

parcel of a small heap of the mud of this earth, and

who possess some round bits of a certain metal, enjoy
without pride what they call grandeur and riches, and

may others behold them without envy: for thou

knowest that in these vanities, there is nothing to be

envied, nothing to be proud of. May all men re-

member that they are brethren, and may they abhor
the tyranny that is exercised over the mind, as they
execrate the violence that takes by force the fruit of

labour and peaceful industry. If the scourge of war
be necessary, let us not hate, let us not devour each

other in the midst of peace ; but let us employ our

momentary existence in blessing equally, in a thou-

sand different languages, from Siam to California, thy

goodness, which has given us this momentary exist-

ence.
" Treatise on Toleration."
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OFFERINGS OF GRATITUDE,
a fragment.

Praise be to the benignity of Heaven ! my fortune

is not great, but my frugality is in proportion to it,

and hence it is that my cup is full and my heart sat-

isfied, Praise be to the benignity of Nature !

where wealth is denied, behold how liberally she gives
the proper equivalents! hands to toil head to pro-

ject spirits to persevere or talents to entertain. In-

to the arms of the indigent she hath put strength,
muscles more vigorous, form more athletic, or else she

allots an advantageous versatility a brain prolific a

soul for enterprise or some other capacity of provid-

ing for the exigencies of the day. All or any of these

produce proper supplies. Happy in my own situa-

tion, doth the sigh heave and the tear fall for the diffi-

culty in which my fancy represents the cottager in-

volved ? Hath the God of nature refused his benigni-

ty to him ? Here truth again settles the point agree-

ably to the benignity of providence. Congratulate,
saith she, the labourer, on the bread that is to be earn-

ed only by the sweat of his brow : from his wants a-

rise at once his virtues and his joys. Consider well

what thosejoys produce. They produce health, who
diets on the ears of the sheaf, that he may snore at

night upon the stalks formed without difficulty into

a bed of tranquillity. The sun, it is true, scorches;

but then the poor man is seasoned to it, and while he
" sweats in the eye of Phoebus," he stoops to the ex-

ercise of the sickle, whistles cheerily in his progress,

and tells blithly to his companion the story of his last

frolic. It must be owned likewise that the rain often

invades him at his work ; but then it must be consid-
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ered that the hedges are generally contiguous, and

when they are not, the passing shower is grateful to

the heated husbandman. I will not deny the coarse-

ness of his raiment ; but then it is the warmer on that

account. His food also is far from being delicate;

but yet it is for that very reason the more wholesome.

The sun hath just made his " golden set" in the west :

the hours of labour are over. Now then look at the

cottager. The sickle is laid across his shoulder : his

eldest boy trudges after him with the gleanings of pas-
time in one hand, and the empty scrip in the other;
his watch-dog taught to keep the clothes from the pil-

fering lingers of the vagabond, trots, pleased with his

servitude, before him : the zephyrs of the evening be-

stow the gradual coolness ; and the song of the night-

ingale attends him over the lees. Truth cannot yet
be persuaded to leave him : let us attend then to the

finishing of her picture. The husbandman is now
within sight of his shed ; he is this minute plucking
the latch of his straw-built cottage. The housewife

hath left her wheel, and the children of this prolific

matron are playing the gambols of innocency upon
the plain, clean, brick floor: the father's kiss echoes

on every lip ; the nurse's nonsense sinks the sweet dim-

ple in every face ; the little ones, for the sake of com-

pany, as well as convenience, lie socially together : the

parents retire to the nervous embraces of each other:

hence another testimony of the father's virility soon

appears. What of that ? he only piques himself on
the addition of his family, dandles the suckling upon
his knee at his return from work, melts even into

tears as it reposes on the bosom of the mother, and

only works the harder to maintain it. Praise

be to the benignity of Heaven ! all I see is right. For
H3
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my own part I do not envy even the cottager. My
children are graced with all the elegancies of the hu-

inan figure; complexions clear, eyes brilliant, lips

rubied, shapes exact. One is indeed at present indis-

posed, but the warm season is at hand, and the rose

shall again revisit his check. One is not, but it died

in the most innocent part of life : the pang of the pa-
rent is hushed in the bosom of piety, and who knows
but it may now be the guardian cherub of my little

ones. My husband is said to be deformed, but the

power that permits him to be so, hath suited my eyes
to his situation, and I cannot but think him hand-

some. He is now asleep, wearied with providing for

his best beloved, and her dear associates ; what a bless-

ing is repose ! I will go sit by his side, guard his slum-

bers, and watch the hour of his awaking. Happy in-

fancy ! my youngest is sporting with it's plaything !

Happy childhood ! my eldest is delighting itself with

the pictures that illustrate the story, painted and writ-

ten to the tenderness of the rising ideas : happy ma-

turity ! that bestows on one of either sex, those attrac-

tions which make them a world to each other. Ah !

what sweet sensations move the heart of a wife, a par-

ent, and a friend ! But as the eternal scale is for ever

turned by the angel of indulgence, let me end as I be-

gan. Praise be to the benignity of Providence ! it is

to that we owe the felicities of earth. Who is he that

can look round him and still be a murmurer? who is

he that can accept the blessings on every side present-
ed to him, yet cease to be virtuous ? Praise be to the

benignity of Providence, world without end !

Pratfs " Liberal Opinions*"
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A PETITION FOR TRANQUILLITY.

O thou Deity of truth ! condescend to guide an

unestablished wanderer! condescend to direct one,

whom the contradictions of men have lead into the

thorny ways of inextricable dilemma ! thou only art

equal to the disentanglement ; thou, whom 1 have so

often heard arraigned ; whose benevolence, mildness,

will, wisdom, and every other attribute, 1 have seen

so often misrepresented ! thou, who by one art paint-
ed unkind and implacable ; by a second, careless and

supine; by a third, inefficent and powerless; by a

fourth, weak and imperfect ; by a fifth, ununiform,

inconsistent, and variable: now depicted with the

false emblem of a desolating sword, now with a laurel

of a Creator's triumph at the downfal and degrada-
tion of thine own frail and fearful creature. From the

anarchy of these ideas do thou call my sentiments in-

to order and into rectitude! Do thou, power of

peace ! parent of nature ! and regulator of the heart,

even when enthralled by the shackles of sophistical
men ! do thou guide me in the right way, breathe in-

to the spirit of thy inexperienced subject, everlasting
Essence! that truth which surpasses all systems ; give
me that genuine unadulterated devotion, warm from
the heart, and obedient to it's impulses. Do thou

rescue me from the chicane of wit, the dreams of dul-

ness, and the casuistry of theoretic madmen : make
me, henceforwards, to confess what I feel

;
to suspect

what I hear; examine what I see; and stedfaslly to

believe only those sentiments, whether written in

volumes or spoken from the lips, that pourtray thee
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what thou really art, foe to controversy, father of the

fatherless, and friend of simplicity !

Pratt's " Liberal Opinions.
19

AN EASTERN SAGE'S.

Lord, I understand none of these disputes which

are continually made concerning thee. I would serve

thee according to thy will, but every person I consult

would have me do so according to his will. When I

pray to thee I know not what posture to use : one

says that I ought to pray standing ; another that I

should kneel : some say that I ought to wash myself

every morning with cold water ; others tell me I must
cut off a piece of my flesh. The other day at a cara-

vansary, J happened to eat a rabbit; three men who
were present made me tremble. Ail agreed that I had
offended thee : one, because this was an unclean ani-

mal ; the other, because it was strangled ; the third,

because it was not lish : a Brachman passing by, said,

they were all wrong, as I did not kill the creature my-
self.

' But 1 did/ said I.
'

Then,' replied he,
< thou

hast clone a most abominable action: how do you
know that the soul of your father has not passed into

that animal?' All these things, Lord, embarrass me

greatly. I cannot move my head without being men-
aced with thy abhorrence, I desire to please and to

serve thee. I believe, after all, the best means of ob-

taining thy favour will be, to prove myself a good cit-

izen in the community wherein thou hast placed me,
and a good father of the family thou hast given me.
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Powerful Ruler of the Universe! whatever thou

art, whether Nature necessarily existing, or an imper-

ceptible agent ; we venerate thy power, and are aston-

ished at thy wonderful productions. The universe is

thy temple ; thy homage is the meditation of wisdom
;

and thy incense, a pure and virtuous heart.

Universal principle of existence! source of life and

death ! of motion and of rest ;
God ! of whom we

have no idea or image ! Thou combinest the elements

of which we are composed ; developest our powers ;

enablest us to chuse objects; subjectest us to laws

from which nothing is exempted ; and conductest us

to dissolution. Thou art incomprehensible to us, as

we are to our own natures. We cannot by searching
find thee out If we perceive not the moral ties which
bind man to an insect, how can we perceive those

which bind us to thee. We expect not the

plan of nature, or the properties of things should be

changed on our applications ; fire will burn, or dis-

ease consume us; and our most impetuous cries will

not prevent the misery of our countryr4f governed by
weakness or despotism. Our imaginations
wander when \ve desert fact and experience. We
renounce therefore the science of religious chimeras.

The character of the Deity has been formed on the

models of tyrants of the earth, and the most wicked
of men. We will not imagine the Deity iniquitous
or cruel; laying snares .for his offspring, and pun-

ishing them for falling. We would not act from mere
love or hatred, hope or fear ;

but from a love of order

and the conclusions of the understanding. The su-

perstitious are good from passions ; and passions are

not permanent. Let us serve and honour hu-



22 PRAYERS.
<..<>.>..

man society by probity or attention to it's duties ; and
avoid the dishonour of being useless or burdensome
members. Let us expel extravagant ideas of ourselves

or our destination, have recourse to intellectual indus-

try, and keep scrupulously to the path of experience,
which only can satisfy our desires and assist to dim-
inish the evils we endure. Let the minds,
characters, and works of exalted men, inspire in us

the art of thinking justly and acting nobly. We re-

gret the fates of the benefactors of the world, who
have been treated ill, and feel it a reproach cast on
the human race. We venerate that order of men, a-

niong whom an unrestrained enquiry prevails, as the

noblest and best of communities. The field of opin-
ion has no inclosures. Opinions inaccessible to rea-

son are unimportant. We submit to our lot :

we seek in nature remedies provided for the ills she

occasions ; salutary productions to remove diseases ;

experience and truth to counteract errors. Let us not

despise realities to meditate on chimeras ; or neglect

experience to be occupied by conjectures, prayers, or

\vishes : let us cultivate reason ; and before we at-

tempt to ascertain the lot of mortals, in future regions,
let us endeavour to render them happy in their pres-

ent abode. While the pleasures of novelty,

beauty, or grandeur are excited by the contemplation
of Nature, the Cause cannot be imperfectly consider-

ed without emotion. When the sun rises and dispels

the morning clouds
;
or glids the earth with it's rays,

all sensible beings experience sentiments of satisfac-

tion : the birds sing ; the cattle low ! and man, feel-

ing his existence a blessing, corresponds with the

general harmony ;
and redoubles his satisfaction, by
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reflecting on that universal power which renews his

daily joy.
"

Apologyfor ihe Religion of Nature? attributed

to David Williams, passim.

Almighty Being ! on whom depends the existence

of the world, and by whose goodness we continue to

exist and to enjoy many undeserved advantages 1

Graciously accept our grateful sense and acknow-

ledgements of all thy beneficence towards us. De-
liver us from the evil consequences of our trangres-
sions and follies ! Indue us with such dispositions and

powers as may conduct us innocently and safely

through life. Enable us on all occasions to behave

ourselves conformably to the laws of reason piously
and wisely ! Suffer no being to injure us, no misfor-

tune to befal us, nor to be hurt by any error or mis-

conduct of our own J Vouchsafe us clear and distinct

perceptions of things ; with so much health and pros-

perity as may be good for us, that so we may pass our

time in peace, with contentment and tranquillity of

mind. And, having faithfully discharged our duty
to our families and friends, and endeavoured to im-

prove ourselves in virtuous habits and useful know-

ledge, may we at last make a becoming and happy
exit, and then find ourselves in some better state !

" Wollaston's Religion of Nature,"
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I. Morning Hymn.
With reverence we adore the Lord Almighty; of

-whom are all things. Wherever we turn our eyes

we behold his glory. It shines forth in the whole
frame of nature ; in the sun, moon, and stars, which
he hath ordained. We behold it in the earth, the sea,

the air, in all things animate and inanimate; and in

every property and power by which they answer the

designs of his providence.
D - Williams.

These are thy glorious works, parent of good !

Almighty ! thine this universal frame,

thus wondrous fair; thyself how wondrous then !

unspeakable ! who sitt'st above these heavens,
to us invisible, or dimly seen

in these thy lowest works: yet these declare

thy goodness beyond thought and power divine.

On earth join all ye creatures to extol

him first, him last, him midst, and without end.

Fairest of stars ! last in the train of night,
if better thou belong not to the dawn,
sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling morn,
with thy bright circlet, praise him in the sphere
while day arises, that sweet hour of prime.
Thou sun, of this great world both eye and soul,

acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise
in thy eternal course, both when thou climb'st

and when high nooivfcast gain'd, and when thou fall'st.

Moon ! that nowineet'st the orient sun, now fly'st;

and ye five other wand'ring fires! that move



2 HYMNS. Milton,

in mystic dance, not without song, resound

his praise, who out of darkness call'd up light.

Air, and ye elements ! the eldest birth

of nature oh, let your ceaseless change

vary to our great Maker still new praise.

Ye mists and exhalations ! that now rise

from hill or streaming lake, dusky or grey,
till the sun paints your fleecy skirts with gold,

in honour to the world's great Author, rise:

whether to deck with clouds th' uncolour'd sky,
or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers,

rising or falling, still advance his praise.

His praise, ye winds ! that from four quarters blow,

breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pines !

with every plant, in sign of worship wave.

Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow,

melodious murmurs! warbling tune his praise!

Join voices, all ye living souls ! ye birds

that singing up to heaven's gate ascend,

bear on your wings and in your notes his praise.

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk

the earth, and stately tread or lowly creep !

Witness if I be silent morn or even,

to hill or valley, fountain or fresh shade,

made vocal by my song, and taught his praise.

Hail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still

to give us only good : and if our minds

have gathered aught of error or of vice,

disperse it, as now light dispels the dark.

RESPONSE.

JIail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still

to give us only good : and if our minds

have gathered aught of error or of vice,

disperse it, as now light dispels the dark. Milton.
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II. To the Deify.

Fountain of light ! from whom yon rising sun

first drew his splendor ; source of life and love!

whose smile awakes o'er earth's rekindling face

the boundless blush of spring; O first and best !

thy essence, tho' from human sight and search,

tho' from the climb of all created thought,

ineffably remov'd ; yet man himself,

thy humble child of reason, man my read

the Maker's hand, intelligence supreme,
unbounded power on all his works imprest,
in characters coeval with the sun,

and with the sun to last ; from world to world,
from age age, through every clime reveal'd.

Hail universal Goodness ! in full stream

for ever flowing

through earth, air, sea, to all things that have life:

from all that live on earth, in air, and sea,

the great community of nature's sons,

to thee, first FATHER, ceaseless praise ascend I

and in the general hymn my grateful voice

be duly heard, among thy works, not least

nor lowest; \vith intelligence informed,
to know thee and adore : with freedom crown'd

where virtue leads to follow, and be blest.

O whether by thy prime decree ordain'd

to days of future life ; or whether now
the mortal hour is instant, still vouchsafe,
Parefit and Friend ! to guide me blameless on

through this dark scene of error and of ill,

thy truth to light me, and thy peace to cheer,

All else, of me unask'd, thy will supreme
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withhold or grant : and let that will be done.

RESPONSE.
And let that will be done. Milton.

III. Hymn on the Seasons.

Glory and honour, and praise be unto God, the

creator of all things. He is from everlasting, and
ever liveth to maintain the beauty and order of the

universe. We look up with joy and confidence un-

to that gracious being, who causes the returning seas-

ons to know their place; he sendeth forth his spirit;

he reneweth the face of the earth. He raiseth the sun

in the firmament ; maketh grass to grow for the cattle,

and herbs and fruits for the service of man ; our pas-
tures are clothed with flocks, our vailies are covered

with corn, and the year is crowned with his goodness.
At his rebuke the earth trembleth, and the founda-

tions of the hills do shake : he thundereth with his

voice ; he sendeth forth his lightnings to the ends of

the heavens ; he scattereth the frost like ashes ; he

commandeth the winds and the tempests; all the

powers of nature are subject to his command.
RESPONSE. O Lord,thou art very great ; thouart

clothed with honour and majesty. D. Williams.

These as they change, Almighty Father ! these

are but the varied God. The rolling year
is full of thee. Forth in the pleasing spring

thy beauty walks, thy tenderness and love.

Wide flush the fields
; the softening air is balm ;

echo the mountains round ; the forest smiles ;

and every sense, and every heart is joy.
Then comes thy glory in the summer months,

with light and heat refulgent. Then thy sun
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shoots full perfection through the swelling year:
and oft thy voice in dreadful thunder speaks ;

and oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve,

by brooks and groves, in hollow whispering gales.

Thy bounty shines in autumn unconfin'd,
and spreads a common feast for all that live.

la winter, awful thou ! with clouds and storms

around thee thrown, tempest o'er tempest roll'd

majestic darkness! on the whirlwind's wing
riding sublime, thou bidst the world adore,
and humblest nature with thy northern blast.

Mysterious round ! what skill, what force divine,

deep-felt, in these appear! a simple train,

yet so delightful mix'd, with such kind art,

such beauty and beneficence combin'd ;

shade unperceiv'd, so softening into shade;
and all so forming an harmonious whole ;

that as they still succeed, they ravish still.

But wandering oft, with brute unconscious gaze,
man marks not thee, marks not the mighty hand,

that, ever busy, wheels the silent spheres ;

works in the secret deep ; shoots, steaming thence
the fair profusion that o'erspreads the spring;

flings from the sun direct the flaming day ;

feeds every creature ; hurls the tempest forth ;

and, as on earth this grateful change revolves,
with transport touches all the springs of life.

PAUSE.

Nature, attend ! join every living soul

beneath the spacious temple of the sky,
in adoration join ; and ardent raise

one general song! To him, ye vocal gales,
breathe soft, whose spirit in your freshness breathes;

oh, talk of him in solitary glooms !

ilia
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where, o'er the rock, the scarcely waving pine
fills the brown shade with a religious awe.

And ye, whose bolder note is heard afar,

who shake the astonish'd world, lift high to heaven.

the impetuous song, and say from whom you rage.
His praise, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills;

and let me catch it as I muse along.
Ye headlong torrents, rapid and profound ;

ye softer floods, that lead the humid maze

along the vale: and thou majestic main,
a secret world of wonders in thyself,

sound his stupendous praise; whose greater voice

or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall.

Soft roll your incense, herbs, and fruits, and flowers,

in mingled clouds to him, whose sun exalts,

whose breath perfumes you, and whose pencil paints.
Ye forests bend, ye harvests, wave to him ;

breathe your still song into the reaper's heart,

as home he goes beneath the joyous moon.
Great source of day ! best image here below

of thy Creator, ever pouring wide

from world to world the vital ocean round,
on nature write, with every beam, his praise.

The thunder rolls ; be hush'd the prostrate world ;

while cloud to cloud return the solemn hymn.
Bleat out afresh, ye hills ; ye mossy rocks,

retain the sound: the broad responsive low,

ye vallies, raise ; for the great shepherd reigns ;

and his unsuffering kingdom yet will come.

Ye woodlands, all, awake: a boundless song
burst from the groves ; and when the restless day

expiring, lays the warbling world asleep,

sweetest of birds ! sweet Philomela ! charm
the listening shades, and teach the night his praise*
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Ye chief, for whom the whole creation smiles ;

at once the head, the heart, and tongue of all,

crown the great hymn ! In swarming cities vast

assembled men, to the deep organ join
the long-resounding voice, oft breaking clear,

at solemn pauses, through the swelling base;
and as each mingling flame increases each,
in one united ardour, rise to heaven.

For me, when I forget the darling theme,
whether the blossom blows, the summer ray
russets the plain, inspiring autumn gleams,
or winter rises in the blackening east ;

be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more,

and, dead to joy, forget my heart to beat.

Should fate command me to the utmost verge
of the green earth, to distant barbarous climes,
rivers unknown to song, where first the sun

gilds Indian mountains, or his setting beam
flames on th' Atlantic isles ;

J
t is nought to me;

since God is ever present, ever felt,

in the void waste, as in the city full ;

and where he vital breathes, there must be joy.
When even at last the solemn hour shall come
and wing my mystic flight to future worlds ;

1 cannot go
where universal love not smiles around

sustaining all yon orbs, and all their suns

from seeming evil still educing good,
and better thence again, and better still,

in infinite progression. But I lose

myself in him, in light ineffable !

come then, expressive Silence ! muse his praise.
Thomson.
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IV. An Address to the Deity.

BY ANNA LjfcTETIA BARBAULD.

God of my life ! and author of my days !

permit my feeble voice to lisp thy praise ;

and, trembling, take upon a mortal tongue
that hallow'd name to harps of seraphs sung.
Yet here the brightest seraphs could no more

than veil their faces, tremble, and adore.

Worms, angels, men, in every different sphere,
are equal all, for all are nothing here.

All nature faints beneath the mighty name,
which nature's works through all her parts proclaim.

I feel that name my inmost thoughts controul,

and breathe an awful stillness through my soul;

as by a charm, the waves of grief subside;

impetuous passion stops her headlong tide:

at thy felt presence all emotions cease,

and my hush'd spirit finds a sudden peace,

till every worldly thought within me dies,

and earth's gay pageants vanish from my eyes;

till all my sense is lost in infinite,

and one vast object fills my aching sight.

But soon, alas ! this holy calm is broke;

my soul submits to wear her wonted yoke;
with shackled pinions strives to soar in vain,

and mingles with the dross of earth again.

But he, our gracious master, kind as just,

knowing our frame, remembers man is dust.

His spirit, ever brooding o'er our mind,

sees the first wish to better hopes inclin'd ;

marks the young dawn of every virtuous aim,

and fans the smoaking flax into a flame.

His ears are open to the softest cry,
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his grace descends to meet the lifted eye ;

he reads the language of a silent tear,

and sighs are incense from a heart sincere.

Such are the vows, the sacrifice I give ;

accept the vow, and bid the suppliant live :

from each terrestrial bondage set me free.

Still every wish that centres not in thee ;

bid my fond hopes, my vain disquiets cease,

and point my path to everlasting peace.
If the soft hand of winning pleasure leads

by living waters, and through flowery meads,
when all is smiling, tranquil, and serene,

and vernal beauty paints the flattering scene,

oh ! teach me to elude each latent snare,

and whisper to my sliding heart beware !

With caution let me hear the Syren's, voice,

and doubtful, with a trembling heart, rejoice.

If friendless in a vale of tears I stray,

where briars wound, and thorns perplex my way,
still let my steady soul thy goodness see,

and with strong confidence lay hold on thee ;

with equal eye my various lot receive,

resigned to die, or resolute to live ;

prepared to kiss the sceptre or the rod,

While GOD is seen in all, and all in GOD.
And when the last, the closing hour draws nigh,

and earth recedes before my swimming eye ;

when trembling on the doubtful edge of fate

I stand, and stretch my view to either state ;

teach me to quit this transitory scene

with decent triumph and a look serene ;

teach me to fix my ardent hopes on high,
and having liv'd to thee, in thee to die.
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V. Charity.

BY THE SAME.

Behold, where breathing love divine,

our dying master stands !

his weeping followers gathering round,
receive his last commands.

From that mild teacher's parting lips

what tender accents fell !

the gentle precept which he gave
became it's author well.

Blest is the man whose softening heart

feels all another's pain ;

to whom the supplicating eve
was never rais'd in vain :

whose breast expands with generous warmth
a stranger's woes to feel ;

and bleeds in pity o'er the wound
he wants the power to heal.

He spreads his kind supporting arms
to every child of grief;

his secret bounty largely flows,

and brings unask'd relief.

To gentle offices of love

his feet are never slow ;

he views through mercy's melting eye
a brother in a foe.

Peace from the bosom of his God,

my peace to him I give;
and when he kneels before the throne,

his trembling soul shall live.
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To him protection shall be shewn,
and mercy from above

descend on those who thus fulfil

the perfect law of love.

VI. To God, our Creator.

BY DR. WATTS.

Sing to the Lord with joyful voice ;

let every land his name adore;
the British isles shall send the noise

across the ocean to the shore.

Nations, attend before his throne

with solemn fear, with cheerful joy ;

know that the Lord is God alone ;

he can create, and he destroy.

We are his people, we his care,

our souls, and all our mortal frame;
what lasting honours shall we rear

almighty Maker ! to thy name.

We '11 crowd thy gates with thankful songs,

high as the heavens our voices raise;

and earth, with her ten thousand tongues,
shall fill thy courts with sounding praise.

Wide as the world is thy command ;

vast as eternity thy love ;

firm as a rock thy truth must stand,

when rolling years shall cease to move.
^--XNX*^*,^

VII. Dependence and Hope in God.
BY THE SAME.

My God ! my everlasting hope !

I live upon thy truth ;
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thine hands have held my childhood up,
and strengthened all my youth.

Still has my life new wonders seen

with each returning year:
behold my days which yet remain,

I trust them to thy care.

Cast me not off when strength declines,

when hoary hairs arise :

and round me let thy goodness/shine,
whene'er thy servant dies.

Then in the history of my age,
when men review my days ;

they '11 read thy love in every page,
in every line thy praise.

VIII. God eternal, and Man mortal.
BY THE SAME.

O God ! our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come ;

our shelter from the stormy blast,

and our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth receiv'd her frame ;

from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

Thy word commands our flesh to dust,

return ye sons of men ;

all nations rose from earth at first,

and turn to earth again.

Time like an overflowing stream,
bears all it's sons away ;
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they fly, forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God ! our help in ages past,
our hope in days to come ;

our shelter from the stormy blast,

and our eternal home.

IX. The all-seeing God.

BY THE SAME.

Lord, thou hast searched and seen me through ;

thine eye commands with piercing view

my rising and my resting hours ;

my heart and flesh with all their powers.

My thoughts before they are my own,
are to my God distinctly known ;

he knows the words I mean to speak
e'er from my op'ning lips they break.

Within thy circling power I stand,

on every side I find thy hand :

awake, asleep, at home, abroad,
I am surrounded still with God.

Amazing knowledge ! vast and great !

what large extent ! what lofty height !

my soul, with all the powers I boast,

is in the boundless prospect lost

Could I so false, so faithless prove,
to quit thy service and thy love,

where, Lord, could I thy presence shun,
or from thy dreadful glory run ?

If mounted on a morning ray
I fly beyond the western sea,



14 HYMNS. Watts.

<"<>*"

thy swifter hand would first arrive

and there arrest thy fugitive.

Or should I try to shun thy sight

beneath the spreading veil of night,

one glance of thine, one piercing ray,

would kindle darkness into day.

O may these thoughts possess my breast,

where'er I rove, where'er I rest ;

nor let my weaker passions dare

consent to sin, for God is there.

X. The Power and Majesty of God.

BY THE SAME.

With reverence let the world appear,
and bow before the Lord ;

his high commands with reverence hear,

and listen to his word.

How terrible thy glories be,

how bright thine armies shine;

where is the power that vies with thee,

or truth compared with thine!

The northern pole, and southern, rest

on thy supporting hand :

darkness and day from east to west,

move round at thy command.

Thy words the raging winds controul,

and rule the boist'rous deep :

thou mak'st the sleeping billows roll,

the rolling billows sleep.

Justice and judgment are thy throne,

yet wondrous is thy grace:
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and truth and mercy joined in one,

invite us near thy face.

XL The Divine Bounty.

BY THE SAME.

T is by thy strength the mountains stand,

God of eternal power!
The sea grows calm at thy command,
and tempests cease to roar.

The morning light and evening shade

successive comforts bring ;

thy plenteous fruits make harvest glad

thy flowers adorn the spring.

Seasons, and times, and months, and hours,

heaven, earth, and air are thine ;

when clouds distil in fruitful showers,
the author is divine.

Those floating cisterns in the sky,
borne by the winds around,

with watery treasures well supply
the furrows of the ground.

The thirsty ridges drink their fill,

the ranks of corn appear ;

thy ways abound with blessings still,

thy goodness crowns the year.

XII. Pleasing Attachments dangerous.
BY THE SAME.

How vain are all things here below !

how false ! and, yet, how fair !
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each pleasure hath it's poison too ;

and every sweet a snare.

The brightest things below the sky
give but a flattering light;

we should suspect some danger nigh,
where we possess delight.

Our dearest joys, and nearest friends,

the partners of our blood,
how they divide our wav'ring minds,

and leave but half for God !

The fondness of a creature's love,

how strong it strikes the sense !

thither the warm affections move,
nor can we call them thence.

Dear Saviour ! let thy precepts be

my soul's eternal food ;

to raise and draw my heart to thee

above created good.

God our Shepherd.
BY THE SAME.

The Lord my shepherd is,

I shall be well supply'd ;

since he is mine, and I am his,

what can I want beside ?

He leads me to the place,
where heavenly pasture grows,

where living waters gently pass
and full salvation flows.

If e'er I go astray
he doth my soul reclaim,



HYMNS. J7
<"0*

and guides me in his own right way,
for his most holy name.

While he affords his aid,

I cannot yield to fear;

tho'Ishould walk through death's dark shade,

my shepherd 's with me there.

In sight of all my foes

thou dost my table spread ;

my cup with blessing overflows,

and joy exalts my head.

The bounties of thy love

shall crown my following days ;

nor from thy house will I remove,
nor cease to speak thy praise.

XIV. The Vanity of Life.

BY THE SAME.

Teach me the measure of my days,
thou maker of my frame !

I would survey life's narrow space,
and learn how frail I am.

A span is all that we can boast,

an inch or two of time ;

man is but vanity and dust,

in all his flower and prime.

See the vain race of mortals move,
like shadows o'er the plain ;

they rage and strive, desire and love,

but all their noise is vain.

Some walk in honour's gaudy show,
some dig for golden ore;

iv3
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they toil for heirs, they know not who,
and straight are seen no more.

AVhat should I wish or wait for, then,
from creatures, earth, and dust?

they make our expectations vain,

and disappoint our trust.

Now I forbid my carnal hope,

my fond desires recal ;

J give my mortal interest up,
and make my God my all.

,<-,x*,1x%x-,x

XV. The Divine Goodness.

BY J. ADDISON.

When all thy mercies, O my God !

my rising soul surveys,

transported with the view, I 'm lost

in wonder, love, and praise.

Thy providence my life sustain'd,

and all my wants redrest,

when in the silent womb I lay,

or hung upon the breast.

To all my weak complaints and cries

thy mercy lent an ear;

ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt

to form themselves in prayer.

Unnumber'd comforts on my soul

thy tender care bestow'd,

before my infant heart conceived

from whence those comforts flow'd.

When in the slippery paths of youth
with heedless steps I ran,
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thine arm, unseen, convey'd me safe,

and brought me up to man.

Through hidden dangers, toils, and death,

it gently cleared my way,
and through the pleasing snares of vice,

more to be fear'd than they.

O, how shall words with equal warmth
the gratitude declare,

that glows within my ravish*d heart,

but thou canst read it there.

PAUSE.

When all thy mercies, O my God !

my rising soul surveys,

transported with the view, I 'm lost

in wonder, love and praise.

When worn with sickness, oft hast thou

with health renew'd my face ;

and, when in sins and sorrow sunk,
reviv'd my soul with grace.

Thy bounteous hand with worldly bliss

hath made my cup run o'er,

and in a kind and faithful friend

hath doubled all my store.

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts,

my daily thanks employ,
nor is the least a thankful heart

that tastes those gifts with joy.

Through every period of my life

thy goodness 1 '11 pursue ;

and after death jn distant worlds

the glorious theme renew.
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When nature fails, and day and night
divide thy works no more,

my ever grateful heart, O Lord !

thy mercy shall adore.

Through all eternity to thee,

a joyful song I '11 raise ;

for O, eternity 's too short

to utter all thy praise.

XVI. A View of the Heavenly Bodies,

BY THE SAME.

The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue aetherial sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,

their great original proclaim.

Th' unwearied sun from day to day
doth his Creator's power display ;

and publishes to every land

the work of an almighty hand.

Soon as the evening shades prevail,

the moon takes up the wonderous tale,

and nightly to the listening earth

repeats the story of her birth.

While all the stars that round her burn,

and all the planets in their turn,

confirm the tidings as they roll,

and spread the truth from pole to pole.

What tho', in solemn silence, all

move round the dark terrestrial ball ;

what tho' no real voice nor sound

amidst their radiant orbs be found,
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in reason's ear they all rejoice,

and utter forth a glorious voice ;

for ever singing as they shine,

the hand that made us is divine.

XVII. On Providence.

BY THE SAME.

The Lord my pasture shall prepare,
and feed me with a shepherd's care,

his presence shall my wants supply,
and guard me with a watchful eye ;

my noon-day walks he shall attend,

and all my midnight hours defend.

When in the sultry glebe I faint,

or on the thirsty mountains pant,
to fertile vales and dewy meads

my weary wandering steps he leads,

where peaceful rivers, soft and slow,

amid the verdant landscape flow.

Tho' in the paths of death I tread,

with gloomy horrors overspread,

my stedfast heart shall fear no ill,

for thou, O Lord ! art with me still ;

thy friendly hand shall give me aid,

and guide me through the dreadful shade.

Tho' in a bare and rugged way,

through devious lonely wilds I stray,

thy bounty shall my pains beguile,
the barren wilderness shall smile,

with sudden greens and herbage crown'd,
and streams shall murmur all around.
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XVIII. Character and Hope of a good Man.

Lord ! who 's the happy man who may
to thy blest courts repair ;

not, stranger-like, to visit them,
but to inhabit there?

*T is he whose every thought and deed,

by rules of virtue move;
whose gen'rous tongue disdains to speak

the thing his heart disproves.

Who never did a slander forge,
his neighbour's fame to wound,

nor hearken to a false report,

by malice whisper'd round.

Who vice, in all it's pomp and power,
can treat with just neglect;

and piety, tho' cloth'd in rags,

religiously respect.

Who to his plighted vows and trust,

lias ever firmly stood ;

and tho' he promise to his loss,

he makes his promise good.

Whose soul in sinful ways disdains

his treasure to employ;
whom no rewards can ever bribe

the guiltless to destroy.

The man who by this steady course,

has happiness ensur'd ;

when earth's foundatiou shakes, shall stand

by providence secur'd.
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XIX. Worldly Anxiety reproved.

Why should I thus perplex

my life with fruitless care,

with fears and hopes which idly vex

and oft the heart ensnare ?

Can anxious thoughts increase

my year's appointed sum ?

why waste I then my health and peace,
to hoard for days to come?

To him, these low desires,

this sordid gain I leave,

who to no higher good aspires
than what this world can give.

Then let to-morrow's cares

until to-morrow stay ;

the trouble which to-day prepares,
suffices for to day.

^^~*r*s*^*

XX. In the Prospect of Death.

BY ROBERT BURNS.

O thou unknown, Almighty Cause
of all my hope and fear !

in whose dread presence, ere an hour,

perhaps I must appear !

If I have wander'd in those paths
of life I ought to shun ;

as something loudly in my breast,

remonstrates I have done ;

thou knowest that thou hast formed me
with passions wild and strong,
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and listening to their witching voice

has often led me wrong.

Where human weakness has come short,
or frailty stept aside,

do thou, All-good ! for such thou art,

in shades of darkness hide.

Where with intention I have err'd,

no other plea I have,

but, thou art good ; and goodness still

delighteth to forgive.
*s*^^^~^

XXI. The ZorcPs1

Prayer imitated.

Father of all ! Eternal mind !

immensely good and great !

thy children form'd and blest by thee,

approach thy heavenly seat.

Thy name in hallow'd strains be sung;
we join the solemn praise :

to thy great name, with heart and tongue,
our cheerful homage raise.

Thy mild, thy wise, and righteous reign,
let every being own:

and in our minds, thy work divine,

erect thy gracious throne.

As angels in the heavenly worlds

thy bless'd commands fulfil ;

so may thy creatures here below

perform thy holy will.

On thee we day by day depend ;

our daily wants supply ;



HYMNS. 25

with truth and virtue feed our souls,

that they may never die.

Extend thy grace to every fault ;

oh ! let thy love forgive ;

teach us divine forgiveness too,

nor let resentments live.

Where tempting snares bestrew the way,

permit us not to tread ;

or turn all real evil far

from our unguarded head.

Thy sacred name we would adore,
with cheerful, humble mind ;

and praise thy goodness, power, and truth,

eternal, unconfin'd !

^*r^~r^

XXII. On the New Year.

BY SAMUEL MEDLEY.

Father of mercies ! God of love !

whose kind compassion still we prove,
our praise accept, and bless us here,
as brought to this another year.

We sing thy goodness all divine,

whose radiant beams around us shine :

't is through thy goodness we appear
spared to this another year.

What shall we render to thy name,
or how thy glorious praise proclaim !

whose constant, kind, indulgent care

has brought us to another year.

Minutes, and mercies multiply'd,
a constant ever-flowing tide,
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have closely follow'd us while here,

and brought us to another year.

Thy bounty, pity, patience too,

with thankful hearts, Lord, we review ;

and own, we \e had a plenteous share

to bring us to another year.

Our souls, our all, we here resign :

make us, and keep us, ever thine:

and grant, that in thy love and fear

we may begin another year.

Be this our sweet experience still,

to know and do thy holy will ;

then shall our souls with joy sincere

bless thee for this another year.

Help us to walk as in thy sight,

with growing pleasure and delight;

then, whether life or death appear,
we '11 bless thee for another year.

Still, Lord, through life thy love display,
and then in death's approaching day
we '11 joyful part with all that 's here,

nor wish on earth another year.
*s*^-^^***

XXII. The Prayer ofJacob.

BY JOHN LOGAN.

O God of Abraham ! by whose hand

thy people still are fed ;

who, through this weary pilgrimage,
hast all our fathers led !

Our vows, our prayers, we now present
before thy throne of grace ;
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God of our fathers, be the God
of their succeeding race !

Through each perplexing path of life

our wandering footsteps guide,

give us by day our daily bread,
and raiment fit provide!

O spread thy covering wings around,
till all our wanderings cease,

and at our father's Lov'd abode

our feet arrive in peace !

Now with the humble voice of prayer

thy mercy \ve implore;
then with the grateful voice of praise

thy goodness we '11 adore !
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THE SUPERIORITY OF RELIGIOUS VIEWS,
BY JOHN LANGHORNE, D. D.

\Vhile we are in this state of being, we must en-

counter difficulties, and struggle with uneasiness. The
heart will often be dissatisfied we know not why, and

reason will stand an idle spectator, as if unconscious

of it's power. In such cases, it ought to be awaken-

ed from it's lethargy, and reminded of the task to

which it is appointed. It should be informed of the

high office it bears in the economy of the soul, and

be made acquainted with the insidious vigilance of it's

enemies. But while we languish under the uneasiness

of discontent, we cannot take a more effectual meth-

od to recover our peace than to consider the insig-

nificancy of every passion that centres, and pursuit
that terminates, here. Suppose our earthly aims

were directed to their object by the favouring gale
of fortune? suppose our pursuits should be crowned
with all the success that flattering hope assigns them,

yet vain, changeable, and impotent as we are, tho

success would not be worth a moment's triumph.
While the heart turns upon an earthly axis, like the

perishable ball that it loves, it will be variously af-

fected by outward influences. Sometimes it will bear

the fruits of gladness, and sometimes be the barren de-

sert of melancholy ;
one while it will be exhilerated

by the sunshine of pleasure, and again it will languish
in the gloom of discontent. The cause of this is, not

only that the human heart is in itself changeable and

Uncertain, deriving it's sensations from constitutional
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influences, but that the objects, if they are earthly

objects, on which it depends lor happiness, are liable

to variation and decay. Hence arises the superiority
of religious views. When our hopes of happiness are

fixed on one certain event ;
one event, which tho' re-

mote, cannot be altered by mortal contingencies, the

heart has an invariable foundation whereon it may
rest. Without this resting place we should be tossed

to andfro by every wind of fortune, the sport of chance,
and the dupes of expectation. To this immoveable
anchor of the soul religion directs us in the hopes of

immortality. We know from the words of divine

revelation that we shall exist in another state of be-

ing, after the dissolution of this; and we are con-

firmed by every benevolent purpose of providence
in the belief that our future existence shall be infi-

nitely happy. In this glorious hope the interests of

a temporary* life are swallowed up and lost. This

hope, like the serpent of Aaron, devours the mock

phantoms which are created by the magic of this

world, and at once shews the vanity of every earthly

pursuit. Compared with this prospect, how

poor, how barren, would every scene of mortal hap-

piness appear! How despicable at the best yet
how liable to be destroyed by every storm of adversi-

ty ! For, are we not exposed to a thousand accidents,

the most trifling of which may be sufficient to break

a scheme of felicity ? Let us consider those condi-

tions that are almost universally desired, the dignity
of the great, and the affluence of the rich. Are these

above the reach of misfortune? Are they exempt
from the importunities of care ? Greatness is but the

object of impertinence and envy, and riches create

more wants than they are able to gratify. Should
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then our wishes lead to these, we should unavoida-

bly be disappointed. The acquisition might for a

while sooth our vanity, but we should soon sigh for

the ease of obscurity, and envy the content of those

whom pride would call our vassals. If wealth or

grandeur then cannot afford us happiness, where shall

we seek it? Is it to be found in the cell of the her-

mit? or does it watch by the taper of solitary learn-

ing ? Loves it the society of laughing mirth ? or does

it affect the pensive pleasures of meditation? Is it

only genuine in the cordiality of friendship, or in the

lasting tenderness of married love? Alas ! this train

of alternatives will not do. Should we fly from the

troubles of society to some lonely hermitage, we
should soon sigh for the amusements of the world we
had quarrelled with. The strongest mind could not

longsuppoit the burden of uncommunicated thought,
and the firmest heart would languish in the stagnation
of melancholy. Ask the solitary scholar, if

ever, in his learned researches, he beheld the retreat

of happiness amusement is all that he will pretend
to Amusement ! in quest of which the active powers
of the mind are frequently worn out, the understand-

ing enervated by the assiduity of attention, and the

memory overburdened with unessential ideas.

Yet, possibly, happiness may mingle with society,
and swell the acclamations of festive mirth. No the

joy that dwells there cannot be called happiness: for

the noise of mirth will vanish with the echo of the

evening, and even in laughter the heart is sad. If we
are able to distinguish the elegance, of conversation,
we shall often be disgusted with the arrogance of

pride, or the impertinence of folly; and if not, wre

may be amused indeed with the noise, but can never
1*
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taste the pleasures oftociety. As little reason

have we to hope for lasting happiness from the en-

gagements of friendship, or of love. The condition of

human life is at best so uncertain, that it is even dan-

gerous to form any connections that are dear. The
tenderness of love opens the heart to many sufferings,
to many painful apprehensons for the health and safe-

ty of it's object, and many uneasy sensations both from
real and imaginary causes. For want of a better rem-

edy to these evils, the wisdom of ancient philosophy
teacheth us to bid a brave deriance to the assaults of

pleasure and of pain. This precept it urges with un-

remitting austerity ;
without making any allowance

for particular tempers or circumstances; without in-

structing us how to behave to the solicitations of joy
or pleasure ; how to defend the heart from'the inroads

of sorrow, or to gurad against the unseen stratagems
of distress. But the religion of a Christain

affords a nobler and safer refuge. With the exalt-

ed hopes that this presents to us, the sufferings of the

present time are not worthy to be compared. Jn those

glorious hopes let us bury every anxious thought, the

uneasiness of discontent, and the solicitude of care.

Let us not sink under our light afflictions, which are

but for a moment. A very few years, perhaps a few

months or days may bring us into that state of being,

where care and misery perplex no more. Tho' we

have now our bed in darkness, and our pillow on the

thorn, yet the time draweth nigh when we shall taste

of life without anguish, and enjoy the light without

bitterness of soul. The night isfar spent, the day is at

hand; let us therefore gird up the loins of our minds,

and be sober no longer dissipated, or disturbed with

the troubles of this world. WT

e are hourly hastening
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to that scene of existence, where the wicked ceasefrom
troubling, and where the weary are at rest ; where hope
shall no more be cut off by disappointment, and

where the distresses of time are forgotten in the joys
of eternity.

" Letters between Theodosius and Constantia"

THE CHOICE AND CRITERION OF
RELIGION,

BY THE REV- J MOIR, A. M.

Would you wish, amidst the vast variety of religi-
ous systems in vogue, to make a distinction, and pre-
fer the best ? Recollect the character of Christ : keep
a steady eye on that universal and permanent good-
will to men, in which he lived, by which he suffered,
for which he died. What now would you expect
from a mind so purely and habitually benign? Is it

possible to suppose, that a heart thus warm and wide
could harbour a narrow wish, or utter a partial senti-

ment? Most luckily, in this point, the fullest satis-

faction is in every man's power. Go, search the re-

ligion he has left, to the bottom ; not in those artifici-

al theories, however, which have done it the most
essential and lasting injury; not in their manner who
assume his name, but overlook his example, and who
are talking for ever about the merits of his death, at

the expense of those virtues which adorned his life;

not in those wild and romantic opinions, which, to

make us Christians, would make us fools: but in those

writings, and in those alone, which contain his gen-
uine history and gospel; and which, in the most pe-
culiar and exclusive sense, are the words of eternal

life. Commentators are good for nothing but per-
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plexing the head, and repressing the ardour of the

heart. Do ye want sentiment? so do they; dtfye
want devotion ? so do they ;

do ye want information ?

so do they. For my own part, I never saw one in

my life, which was not a thousand times more unin-

telligible than the text. Do read the scriptures then

as you would the LAST WILL of some deceased

friend, in which you expected a large bequest; and

tell me, in the sincerity of your soul, what you see

there to circumscribe the social affections, to quash
the risings of benevolence, to check the generous ef-

fusions of humanity ? Littleness of mind and narrow-

ness of temper were certainly no parts of our Saviour's

character: and he enjoins nothing which he did not

himself uniformly and minutely exemplify. Strange !

that an institution, which begins and ends in benigni-

ty, should be prostituted to countenance the workings
of malevolent passions, should produce animosities

among those minds it was intended toiHiite! But

there is not a corruption in the human heart which has

not sometimes borrowed the garb of religion. Chris-

tianity, however, is not less precious to the honest,

that knaves and hypocrites have so long abused her:

and, let bigots and sceptics say what they will, she

softens and enlarges the heart, warms and impreg-
nates the mind of man, as certainly, and as sensibly

too, as the sun does the hearth. This CRITERION
is as obvious as it is decisive. True generosity is al-

ways open, always acceptable, and always known.

Whoever would be thought pious, without this gen-
uine signature of piety; be his behaviour as starch,

and his face as sad and sanctimonious as you will,

mark him down for a hypocrite. But he whose bo-

som heaves with kindness, who would not say or do
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a tiling to hurt another for a world, whose ruling dis-

position is to be obliging and beneficent (whatever

system he has adopted), lives under the visible influ-

ence of true goodness. Esteem him as a brother and

a kinsman : the same spirit which lives in you lives in

him : the divine image is stamped on him, as well as

on you ; and he copies that example which leads us

all to immortality.
" Discourses on Practical Subjects.''

THE PLEASURES AND ADVANTAGES OF
RELIGION,

BY THE REV. J. M01R.

Religion is the daughter of Heaven, parent of all

our virtues, and guardian of all our pleasures; who
alone gives peace and co'ntentment, divests the heart

of care and the life of trouble, bursts on the mind a

flood of joy, and sheds un mingled and perpetual sun-

shine in the virtuous breast. By her the spirits of dark-

ness are banished the earth, and ministers of grace
thicken unseen the scenes of mortality, bhe promotes
love and good-will among men, lifts up the head that

hangs down, heals the wounded spirit, dissipates the

gloom of sorrow, sweetens the cup of affliction, blunts

the sting of death, and wherever seen, or felt, or heard,
breathes around her an everlasting spring. Religion
raises men above themselves; irreligion sinks them
beneath the brutes: the one makes them angels, the

other makes them devils ; this binds them down to a

poor pitiable speck of perishable earth ; that opens up
a vista to the skies, and lets loose all the principles of

an immortal mind among the glorious objects of an
eternal world. Lift up your head, O Chris-
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tian, and look forward to yon calm unclouded regions
of mercy, unsullied by vapours, unruffled by storms ;

where Friendship, the loveliest form in heaven, never

dies, never changes, never cools ! Ere long thou shalt

burst this brittle cage of confinement, break through
the fetters of mortality, spring to life, and mingle
with the skies. Corruption has but a limited dura-
tion. Happiness is even now in the bud : a few days,
or weeks, or months, or years at most, and that bud
shall be fully blown. Here Virtue droops under a
thousand pressures ; but, like the earth with the re-

turning spring, shall then renew her youth, renew her

verdure, rise and reign in everlasting and undiminish-

ed lustre. It does not signify what thy prosp'ects
now are ; what thy situation now is. In thy present
condition, thy heart, indeed, may sob and bleed it's

last, before thou shalt meet with one, who has either

the generosity to relieve, or the humanity to pity
thee. Thou hast, however, in thy compassionate
Parent of Nature, a most certain resource in the deep-
est extremity. Cast thine eyes but a little beyond
this strange, mysterious, and perplexing scene, which
at present intercepts thy views of futurity. Behold a

bow stamped in the darkest cloud that lowers in the

face of heaven, and the whole surrounding hemisphere,

brightening as thou approachest ! Say does not yon
blessed opening, which overlooks the dark dominion
of the grave, more than compensate all the sighs and

sufferings, which chequer the present, passing, inter-

vening scene? Lo ! there thy long-lost friend, who
still lives in thy remembrance, and warms thy inmost

heart, whose presence gave thee more delight than all

that life could afford, and whose absence cost thee

more groans and tears than all that death can take
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away, beckons thee to him, that where he is thou

mayest be also.
*

Here/ he says,
' dwell unmingled

pleasures, unpolluted joys, inextinguishable Jove ;
im-

mortal, unbounded, unmolested friendship. All the

sorrows and imperfections of mortality are to us as

tho' they had never been ; and nothing lives in heav-

en, but pure unadulterated virtue. Our hearts, swell-

ed with rapture, cease to murmur
;
our breasts, warm

with gratitude, to sigh ; our eyes, charmed with ce-

lestial visions, to water; our hands, enriched with

palms of victory, to tremble; and our heads, encir-

cled with glory, to ache. We are just as safe as infi-

nite power, as joyful as infinite fulness, and as hap-

py as infinite goodness, can make us. Our's is peace
without molestation, plenty without want, health

without sickness, day without night, pleasure with-

out pain, and life without the least mixture or dread

of death/ Happy thou, to whom life has no

charm, for which thou canst -wish it protracted ! Thy
troubles will soon vanish like a dream, which mocks'

the power ofmemory : and what signify all the shocks

which thy delicate and feeling spirit can meet with in

this shocking world ? A moment longer and thy com-

plaints are at an end
; thy diseases of body and mind

shall be felt no more; the ungenerous hints of chur-

lish relations distress no more; fortune frown, futuri-

ty intimidate, no more. Then shall thy voice, no

longer breathing the plaintive strains of melancholy,
but happily attuned to songs of gladness, mingle with

the hosts of heaven in the last and sweetest anthem
that ever mortals or immortals sung,

" O !>eath !

where is thy plague ? O Grave ! where is thy victory ?
v

*-* Discourses on Practical Sutytctf t



A HUMBLE STATION:
SUPERIOR TO GRANDEUR AND RICHES,

BY THE REV. J. MOIR.

You to whom Prosperity has hitherto been very

shy of her favours, have not a feeling about your cir-

cumstances, which does not touch, in the most sensi-

ble manner, every sentiment of my heart. I mean-

not to silence, but to sooth you. To insult you,
yvould be as mean as it would be cruel

;
and sympa-

thy imparted with delicacy is, of all other cordials,

the most welcome and salutary to a mind in distress.

I know when impatience rages, you may perhaps
wish for wings to range at large with the birds of heav-

en, or tins to plunge and glide in common with the

fish of the sea, or indeed for any thing rather than

your present station, where there is not a spot on

which you can set a foot, which is not the property
of another ; as if Nature, in your case, produced more
children than she can provide lor, or, at least, were

unwilling to extend her mansions as her family increas-

ed. Strange! can the Author of all things be envi-

ous of the small pittance of happiness which riches

afford, that he distributes them with so sparing a

hand? or, does he allow a few only, the superior in-

dulgence, of living on the sweat, the industry, the

vitals of the rest, that the minority may be blessed,

and the majority miserable? Quarrel not,

thou grasshopper! with an all-wise providence, or

presume with thy scanty powers to fathom the deeps
of unsearchable wisdom. An overweening curiosity,

prompted by petulence and pride, suggests questions

endless, impious, unanswerable. What is human na-
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ture, what is human life, but a mixture of good and
ill ? Such is the world, such the state of things in the

world ; such it has been, and will be to the last. Bles-

sing and cursing, flowers and weeds, are so closely in-

terwoven in the garden of life, that the latter must

unavoidably come up with the former. Many of the

most lovely and delicate roses, in the moral as well

as in the natural world, are surrounded with prickles.
The sun never shines brighter than before, or sweeter

than after, a shower : and the smiles and graces which
wanton on the face of nature, seldom sparkle so love-

ly as when followed or preceded by a storm. There
is scarcely a pleasure we attain, but at the expense of

some virtue
; scarcely a suffering we endure, but what

is intended to terminate in the destruction of some
vice. Ambition is the great foible of the hu-

man heart, and pregnant with almost every plague
that imbitters and imbroils the life of man. We as-

pire as naturally as we move, and equally hector in

every situation. The moment fancy takes fire, all

the reasoning in the world cannot suppress the flame.

But why would you exchange that beautiful variety
and subordination, which through all existence marks

the adjustments of intelligence, for an equality, which,
for aught you know, is impossible? Go, exert the

powers which nature has given thee. All life lies o-

pen before thee, and thou mayest either degrade thy-
self beneath the brutes, or rival superior natures by
application. Hardship is the natural soil in which all

great virtues are planted, bud, and blossom, and break

forth into a full harvest of glory. The sphere, in

which mere animals are destined to move, is as lim-

ited as it is low; but thine own heart tells thee, at

times, that all nature is too narrow for thy wishes,

2
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Thy progress will be the more conspicuous and mer-

itorious, that it takes it's rise from a beginning so very

imperceptible. Poverty gives thee an opportunity of

improving by the exertion of talents that might other-

wise have slept for ever : poverty supercedes all those

\vants, and retrenches all those superfluous desires,

which trifle so cruelly with the happiness of multi-

tudes: poverty quashes an immoderate love of life,

breaks the spell which fascinates the senses, purifies
the temper, mellows the heart, and prepares the mind
for that glorious flight to futurity, which, soaring far

beyond the confines of misery and guilt, terminates at

once in the full fruition of a blessed immortality.
This world often strikes me merely as a fchool of mil-

itary discipline, in which the worst often turn out in

iiles, and the best run the gantelope: and who would

envy their post, who act but the part of executioners

at best? How many, intoxicated with prosperity,
and blinded by the mercenary sycophants that sur-

round them, are a burden to themselves, a scourge
to society, live in slavery, and die in despair. And
is not thy situation better than their's? The world

cannot mortify thee as it mortifies them. What tho*

thy bed should be harder, thy clothes coarser, and

thy food less sumptuous than their's?- trust me, thy

sleep is not less refreshing, that thou canst not doze
on down ; thy body less comfortable, that it is not

swaddled in silk ; or thy health less vigorous, that it is

not pampered with wines, and spices, and delicacies

without end. In one word, (and may heaven

stamp it deeply on our hearts !) let each of us be as

good as we can, and, whatever becomes of the world,

we shall yet be happy. A revolution in favour of

Virtue is determined, and shall take place in spite of



OF THE FAVOUR OF GOD. 15

earth and hell. Then the invidious distinctions of

wealth and rank shall be forgotten, and all mankind
find themselves on a footing of perfect equality with

each other; so that life is really too short, and too

trifling, to render any thing greatly affecting, or of

much consequence, that can happen to us here.

" Discourses on Practical Subjects.
1*

OF GAINING THE FAVOUR OF GOD,
BY MRS. CHAPONE.

Vain and absurd is every scheme in life, that is not

subservient to, and does not terminate in that great
end of our being, the attainment of real excellence

and of the favour of God. Whenever this becomes

sincerely our object, then will pride and vanity, en-

vy, ambition, covetousness, and every evil passion
lose their power over us, and we shall, in the language
of scripture,

" Walk humbly with our God." We
shall then cease to repine under our natural or acci-

dental disadvantages, and feel dissatisfied only with

our moral defects
;
we shall love and respect all our

fellow-creatures as the children of the same dear pa-
rent, and particularly those who seek to do his will :

we shall wish to cultivate good-will, and to promote
innocent enjoyment wherever we are: we shall strive

to please, not from vanity but from benevolence. In-

stead of contemplating our own fancied perfections,
or even real superiority, with self-complacence, re-

ligion will teach us to look into ourselves and fear.



ON THE BEING OF A GOD,
BY R. ROBINSON

See, here, I hold a Bible in my hand, and you see

the cover, the leaves, the letters, the words
; but you

do not see the writers, the printer, the fetter-founder,

the ink-maker, the paper-maker, or the binder. You
never did see them, you never will see them, and yet
there is not one of you who will think of disputing or

denying the being of these men. I go farther : I af-

jinn that you see the very souls of these men, in see-

ing this book, and you feel yourselves obliged to

allow, that they had skill, contrivance, design, mem-

ory, fancy, reason, and so on, In the same manner,
if you see a picture, you judge there was a painter ; if

you see a house, you judge there was a builder of it;

and if you see one room contrived for this purpose,
and another for that, a door to enter, a window to

admit light, a chimney to hold fire, you conclude the

builder was a person of skill and forecast, who form-

ed the house with a view to the accommodation of

it's inhabitants. In this manner examine the world,
and pity the man, who, when he sees the sign of the

wheat-sheaf, hath sense enough to know that there is

a joiner, and somewhere a painter ; but who, when
he sees the \vheat-sheaf itself, is so stupid as not to

say to himself, this had a wise and good Creator.



ON DEATH.
BY THE REV. J. MOIR A, M.

That time shall be no longer, is that great and gen-

eral event, to which all things not only approach in

the aggregate, but which especially terminates the

business, recreation, and influence of mortals. How
astonishing we are not more universally prepared for

what is thus palpably inevitable ! To be born, is not

a more unalterable law in the system of the universe

than to die. This doctrine, which experience has

taught and inculcated since the beginning of the

world, all the changes, variations, and progressions
of nature, sensibly and daily authenticate. Which
of the multifarious objects around us is not tempora-

ry and perishing? Tfie heavens and the earth have

their stated times and revolutions. The planetary-

worlds above, as well as our petty habitations be-

neath, like the scenes of a theatre, perpetually shift

their shapes and stations. What theory in science,

what fashion in life, what specimen of art or indus-

try, is not in a state of eternal vicissitude and fluctu-

ation ? The palaces of the great, not less than the

cottages of the poor, daily moulder into dust. The

proudest cities that ever gave dignity and effect to

tyranny, have been successively depopulated, and

disappeared without leaving behind them a single

vestige to tell the anxious traveller where they once

were. In fact, one fate involves whatever in the clos-

et or camp, excites ambition ; the stateliest monu-
ments of the bravest actions, the highest and the low-

est among the children of pride, the greatest victories*

and the widest empires ! And why startle or re*
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coil atone of the most permanent and indispensible
.conditions of being ? The material scene we occupy
is not less temporary and changeable than we are.

Nor is there any thing more strange in our leaving
the world, than that in autumn the fields should lose

their verdure, the boughs their leaves, or the trees

their fruit. Every thing about us, save virtue alone,
is mortal, and why should not we? Our aver-

sion to death, seems one of those habits which, in

many instances, is unconquerable. But should not

the great uncertainty of life, the conviction, that

however long we should live, still we must die at last,

and the very affecting consequences connected with

that event, excite us to give this important circum-

stance the most serious,, deliberate, and frequent at-

tention ? Shrink not from this awful event, in

the apprehension that then you must relinquish the

enjoyments of time. The least valuable and perma-
nent part of them indeed you must forego, but all

your purest and sublimest pleasures shall pass with

you into eternity. What now are your dearest

and best satisfactions? Are they not those of fellow-

ship with the Father, and with the Son ; ofself-appro-

bation, and virtuous esteem ;
of advancing know-

ledge, and progressive worth ; of social intercourse,

heart-felt atf'ectiqn and friendship ; of secret, practi-

cal, and exemplary piety; of all those benevolent,

holy, and divine sentiments and sympathies, which

elevate the human mind, and dignify the Christian

name? These are your noblest, loveliest, and sweet-

est delights here, but of these death cannot deprive

you ? These, on the contrary, death shall ensure,

death shall multiply, death shall perfect and refine,

death shall establish and immortalize. Our
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purest gratifications here, are not unmingled with

many things which equally impair their sweetness,

and damp our relish for them. What mortal can

bear, with unruffled equanimity, the unavoidable in-

equalities of the human mind, the perpetual intru-

sions of care, the intervals of health, and the myste-
rious dispensations of providence ? Apart from men-

tal, moral, and religious improvement, all our present

enjoyments are so superficial, so limited, so few, that

a very short time is sufficient to taste them all. What
follows is but a repetition of the same draught, which,
from want of novelty, and a cloyed appetite, becomes
at last vapid and nauseous. Nor are the boast-

ed resources of society less precarious or chimerical.

How rarely do we meet with an association of friends

to our liking? We must even put up with such com-

pany and conversation as we find, nor on almost any
occasion expect to find just such as we wish. And

they are fortunate indeed, whose characters are not

often mistaken, whose intentions have not been mis-

represented, whose foibles are not magnified into un-

pardonable crimes, and whose company is not some-

times avoided by such as they most esteem. So that

what between noisy petulance and peevish acrimony,
the bitter ribaldry of detraction and haughty deci-

sions of presumption, friendship sacrificed to the sur-

mises of envy, truth suppressed by the fictions of ma-

lignity, selfishness aping every virtue, and piety the

public pander of the basest minds, all our present
satisfactions amount to no more than vanity and vexa-

tion ofspirit ! Human life, however, is not

without it's blessings. These we should receive with

gratitude, and relish with moderation. But, contra-

ry and superior to all temporary enjoyments, those
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of a world to come shall yet exceed our imagination
of them. The flowers in the paradise, or garden of

God, says an elegant writer, wither not while you
smell them, but improve on your senses. The joys
of heaven are all unfading and substantial, because

all rational and divine joys. What satisfies or pleases
reason once, pleases it always. And what sublimcr

delight can the human intellect realize or conceive,
than the constant, unclouded and impartial contem-

plation of infinite and immortal perfection.
What a blessed escape do they make, who get early

away from all those scenes of wretchedness and im-

piety, which infest the imperfect societies of mortals,
to that heavenly country, where conversation is a

perpetual interchange of knowledge and affection,

fidelity and truth, without jealousy or design, reserve

or caution; where all is frank and open, joyful and

harmonious, heart with heart, and soul with soul;

where every one is a friend to every one, and each

participates in the delights of another; and all are

pleased, and charmed, and ravished with all. Such
are the views which the gospel discovers of that eter-

nal state, to which we are all hastening apace.
Habits of doing well, of aiming uniformly at the best,

of acting steadily from conscience, of mortifying our

passions, retrenching our appetites, and correcting
our tempers, give birth to principles, which, like in-

nocence and truth, are in their very nature immortal.

Cultivate these, and nothing present or to come can

either shake thy felicity, or limit thy being. But

thou shalt live, when this material fabric of things,

huge and durable as it is, must die; when time which

survives every other object, and all it's appendages,
shall be no more.

" Sirmens."
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ON RELIGION, LIFE, AND FUTURITY,
BY OLIVER GOLDSMITH, M. B.

The religion of the Dauries is more absurd than

even that of the sectaries of Fohi
; they adore a wick^

ed divinity; they fear him and worship him; they

imagine him a malicious being, ready to injure, and

ready to be appeased. The men and women assem-

ble at midnight in a hut, which serves them for a tem-

ple; a priest stretches himself upon the ground, and
all the poor people pour forth the most horrid cries,

while drums and timbrels swell the infernal concert.

After this dissonance, miscalled music, has continued

about two hours, the priest rises from the ground, as-

sumes an air of inspiration, grows big with the inspir-

ing demon, and pretends to a skill in futurity. They
keep their dead three days upon the same bed where

the person died ; after which they bury him in a grave,

moderately deep, but with the head uncovered. Here
for several days they present him different sorts of

meat, which when they perceive he does not consume,

they fill up the grave. These are their most serious

and religious occupations. Where is human reason ?

Not only some men, but whole nations, seem divested

of it's illuminations. Are these men rational ? or, are

not the apes of Burneo more wise? Without philos-

ophers, without some virtuous men, who seem to be

of a different nature from the rest of mankind ; with-

out such as these, the worship of a wicked divinity
would surely be established over every part of the
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earth. Fear guides more to their duty than gratitude:
for one man who is virtuous from the love of virtue,

from the obligation which he thinks he lies under to

the Giver of all, there are thousands who are good
only from their apprehensions of punishment.
How am I surprised at the inconsistency of the Magi !

their two principles of good and evil affright me. The
Indian, who bathes his visage in urine, and calls it

piety, strikes me with astonishment. The Christian,
who believes in three Gods, is highly absurd. The
Jews who pretend that Deity is pleased with effusion

of blood, are not less displeasing. I am equally sur-

prised that rational beings can come from the ex-

tremities of the earth, in order to kiss a stone, or scat-

ter pebbles. How contrary to reason are these ! and

yet all pretend to teach me to be happy.

Surely all men are blind and ignorant of truth. Man-
kind wander, unknowing their way, from morning
till the evening. Where shall we turn after happi-
ness ? or, is it wisest to desist from the pursuit ? Like

reptiles in a corner of some stupendous palace, we

peep from our holes, look about us, wonder at all we

see, but are ignorant of the Great Architect's design.
O for a revelation of himself, for a plan of his univer-

sal system ! O for the reason of our creation ; or

why we were created to be thus unhappy ! If we are

to experience no other felicity but what this life af-

fords ; then are we miserable indeed ! If we are born

only to look about us, repine and die, then has heav-

en been guilty of injustice. If this life terminate my
existence, I despise the blessings of providence, and

the wisdom of the giver. If this life be my all,

let the following epitaph be written upon my tomb.
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"
By my father's crimes, I received this : by my own

crimes, I bequeath it to posterity !"

" Citizen ofthe World."

ON INANIMATE DEVOTIONS.

It will be allowed, I imagine, that the majority of

mankind are mostly affected by externals. It is not

the matter of a discourse but the manner of it's deliv-

ery which makes an impression on the senses. No
wonder, then, if the languid devotions of our modern

clergy do not move their congregations to righteous-
ness. It is principally owing to their lifeless devo-

tion that many of their simple flock turn apostates,
and stray in search of more animated pastors ; while

others forsake all ecclesiastical guidance whatever,
and laugh at religion as a ceremony at once political
and stupid. Those who are endowed with strong

feelings become methodists"; others, possessed of

more firmness, prove infidels and sceptics.

FAITH.

How often do we hear Faith explained in this man-

ner,
" That it is resting in, trusting in, and believing

in, the Lord Jesus Christ." This doctrine of recum-

bency is well explained by the celebrated Dr. Bar-

row. " What would we think of a sovereign," says
that great divine,

" who in issuing a declaration to

his rebellious subjects, should tell them, that he would
receive them to grace and favour, not provided they
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The excellency ofevery part of the holg scrip-

tures need not be insisted on, a pile ofcommentaries

and a crowd of industrious ministers, sufficiently

assert, that they contain instruction, edification,

and interest, of the most essential and important

kind, in which are involved both ourpresent happi-

ness and eternal welfare. Hence a portable selection

of the preceptive parts, devotional pieces, sublime

poetry, and the elegancies of epistolary composi-

tion, oratory, and historic narration, will prove

acceptable to all who respect religion and admire

the sublimity and beauty ofsacred composition.



Such of the doctrines of the Gospel as are level to human ca-

pacity, appear to be agreeable to the purest truth and the sound-

est morality. All the genius and learning of the heathen world j

all the penetration of Pythagoras, Socrates, and Aristotle, had

never been able to produce such a system of moral duty, and
so rational an account of providence and of man, as is to be

found in the New Testament. The Rev. fames Seattle, L. L. D.



MORAL AND SUBLIME PIECES,
FROM THE BIBLE.

ON THE CONDUCT OF LIFE.

THE EXCELLENCY OF WISDOM.
Prov. viii.

Doth not wisdom cry, and understanding put forth

her voice? She standeth in the top of high places*

by the way in the places of the paths. She crieth at

the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in

at the doors. Unto you, O men, I call ; and my
voice is to the sons of man. O ye simple understand

wisdom; and ye fools be ye of an understanding
heart. Hear ! for I will speak of excellent things;
and the opening of my lips shall be right things.

For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is

an abomination to my lips. All the words of my
mouth are in righteousness ; there is nothing froward

or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that

understandeth, and right to them that find know-

ledge. Receive my instruction, and not silver; and

knowledge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is

better than rubies ; and all the things that may be

desired are not to be compared to it. I, Wisdom,
dwell with prudence and find out knowledge of witty
inventions. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil:

pride and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the fro-

ward mouth do I hate. Counsel is mine, and sound

wisdom ; I am understanding ; I have strength. By
me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me

^Literary Miscellany, No. 70.
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princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the

earth. I love them that love me: and those that

seek me early shall find me. Riches and honour are

with me ; yea, durable riches and righteousness. My
fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and

my revenue than choice silver. I lead in the way of

righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judg-
ment: that i may cause those that love me to inher-

it substance; and I will fill their treasures. The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, be-

fore his works of old. I was set up from everlasting,

from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When
there were no depths, I was brought forth : when
there were no fountains abounding with water. Be-

fore the mountains were settled, before the hills was

I brought forth: while as yet he had not made the

earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust

of the world : when he prepared the heavens I was

there: when he set a compass upon the face of the

depth : when he established the clouds above: when
he strengthened the fountains of the deep: when
he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should

not pass his commandment : when he appointed the

foundations of the earth : then I was by him as one

brought up with him : and I was daily his delight,

rejoicing always before him ; rejoicing in the habi-

table part of his earth : and my delights were with

the sons of men. Now therefore hearken unto me,
O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my
ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it

not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching

daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

For whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain,

favour of the Lord. But he that sinneth against
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me wrongeth his own soul: all they that Kate me
love death.

ADMONITIONS OF WISDOM.
Prov. i, 2023.

Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice

in the streets; she crieth in the chief place of con-

course, in the openings of the gates: in the city she

uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye simple

ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners de-

light in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
Turn you at my reproof; behold, I will pour out my
spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto

you. Because I have called, and ye refused ; I have

stretched out my hand, and no man regarded? but

ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would
none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calam-

ity ; J will mock when your fear cometh ; when your
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction com-
eth as a whirlwind : when distress and anguish com-
eth upon you : then shall they call upon me but I

will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they
shall not find me: for that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of the Lord. They
would none of my counsel : they despised all my re-

proof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their

own way, and be filled with their own devices. For
the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and
the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But who-
so hearkeneth unto me, shall dwell safely, and shall

be quiet from fear of evil.

THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM.
Prov, ii, 19.

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide

my commandments with thee ; so that thou incline

1*



ON THE CONDUCT OF LIFE.

thine ear Unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to un-

derstanding ; yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and
liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seek-

est her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treas-

ures ; thenshalt thou understand the fear of the Lord,
and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giv-
eth wisdom : out of his mouth cometh knowledge and

understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the

righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk upright-

ly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and pre-
serveth the way of his saints. Then shalt thou un-

derstand righteousness, and judgment, and equity;

yea, every good path.

THE HAPPINESS OF ATTAINING WISDOM.
Prov. iii, 1318.

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the

man that getteth understanding. For the merchan-
dise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more preci-
ous than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire

are not to be compared unto her. Length of days
is in her right hand

;
and in her left hand riches and

honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all

her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them
that lay hold upon her: and happy is everyone that

retaineth her.

THE SLUGGARD REPROVED.
Prov. vi. xxiv, 3032.

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways,
and be wise: which having no guide, overseer, or

ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and gath-
ereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou

sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou arise out of thy

sleep
>
yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little fold-
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ing of the hands to sleep : so shall thy poverty come
as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.

I went by the field of the slothful ; and by the

vineyard of the man void of understanding; and lo,

it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had
covered the face thereof, and the stone-wall thereof

was broken down: then I saw, and considered it

well; I looked upon it, and received instruction.

CAUTIONS AGAINST HARLOTS.
Prov. vii.

My son, keep my words, and lay up my command-
ments with thee. Keep my commandments, and

live; and my law as the apple of thine eye. Bind
them upon thy ringers, write them upon the table of

thine heart. Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister;

and call understanding thy kinswoman: that they

may keep thee from the strange woman, from the

stranger which flattereth with her words. For at the

window of my house I looked through my casement,
and beheld among the simple ones, I discerned a-

mong the youths, a young man void of understand-

ing, passing through the street near her corner; and
he went the way to her house, in the twilight, in

the evening, in the black and dark night: and be-

hold, there met him a woman with the attire of an

harlot, and subtil of heart. She is loud and stub-

born ; her feet abide not in her house: now is she

without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every
corner. So she caught him and kissed him, and
with an impudent face said unto him, I have peace-

offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.

Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to

6eek thy face, and 1 have found thee. I have deck-
ed my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved
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works, with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfumed

my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come,
let us take our fill of love until the morning; let us

solace ourselves with loves. For the good man is

not at home, he is gone a long journey : he hath tak-

en a bag of money with him, and will come home at

the day appointed. With her much fair speech she

caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips

she forced him. He goeth after her straightway, as

an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the cor-

rection of the stocks; till a dart strike through his

liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not

that it is for his life. Hearken unto me now there-

fore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my
mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go
not astray in her paths; for she hath cast down many
wounded: yea many strong men have been slain by
her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to

the chambers of death.

CAUTIONS AGAINST DRUNKENNESS.
Prov. xxiii,29 32.

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath con-

tentions? who hath babling? who hath wounds with-

out cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that

tarry long at the wine, they that go to seek mixed

wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,

when it giveth it's colour in the cup, when it moveth

itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and

stingeth like an adder.

THE FEMALE CAARACTER AS IT OUGHT
TO APPEAR.
Prov. xxxi, 1031.

Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is

far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth
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safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of

spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the days
of her life. She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh

willingly with her hands. She is like the merchants'

ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth

also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her hous-

hold, and a portion to her maidens. She consider-

eth a field, and buyeth it : with the fruit of her hands

she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with

strength, and strengthened! her arms. She perceiv-
eth that her merchandise is good : her candle goeth
not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spin-

dle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth

out her hand to the poor ; yea, she reacheth forth

her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of the

snow for her household : for all her household are

clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings
of tapestry: her clothing is silk and purple. Her
husband is known in the gates when he sitteth among
the elders of the land. She maketh fine linen, and
selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

Strength and honour are her clothing: and she shall

rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth
with wisdom ; and in her tongue is the law of kind-

ness. She looketh well to the ways of her household,
and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children.

arise up, and call her blessed ; her husband also, and
he praiseth her: many daughters have done virtuous-

ly, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful,

and beauty is vain
; but a woman that feareth the

Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit

of her hand ; and let her own works praise her in

the gates.
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SOLOMON'S EXPERIENCE AND THE RESULT.
Eccles. ii,3 11.

I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine,

yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom, and to lay
hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for

the sons of men which they should do under the

heaven all the days of their life. I made great works ;

I builded houses; I planted vineyards: I made gar-
dens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all

kind of fruits : I made pools of water, to water there-

with the wood that bringeth forth trees: I obtained

servants and maidens, and had servants born in my
house; also I had large possessions of great and small

cattle, above all that were in Jerusalem before me:
I gathered also silver and gold, and the peculiar treas-

ure of kings and of the provinces: I had men-singers,
and women-singers, and the delights of the sons of

men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So
I was great, and increased more than all who were
before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained
with me. And whatsoever mine eyes desired, I kept
not from them ; I withheld not my heart from any
joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this

was my portion of all labour. Then 1 looked on all

the works that my hands had wrought, and on the

labour which I had laboured to do: and behold, all

was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no

profit under the sun.

ADMONITION OF AGE TO YOUTH.
Eccles. xii, 17,

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy

youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure
in them ; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or
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the stars be not darkened, nor the clouds return af-

ter the rain : in the day when the keepers of the

house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow
themselves, and the grinders cease because they arc

few, and those that look out of the windows be dark-

ened ; and the doors shall be shut in the streets,

when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall

rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters
of music shall be brought low

;
also when they shall

be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in

the way, and the almond-tree shall flourish, and the

grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail:

because man goeth to his long home, and the mourn-
ers go about the streets. Or ever the silver cord be

loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher
be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at

the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth

as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God who
gave it.

EFFECTS OF RICHES.
Mark x, 1731.

And when Jesus was gone forth into the way, there

came one running, and kneeled to him asking, Good
Master, what shall 1 do that I may inherit eternal life?

and Jesus said unto him, why callest thou me good ?

there is nonegood but one, thatis God. Thou knowest
the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not

kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud

not, Honour thy father and mother. And he answer-

ed and said unto him, Master, all these have I observ-

ed from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him, loved

him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the

poor; and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
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come, take up the cross, and follow me. And he

was sad at that saying, and went away grieved : for

he had great possessions. And Jesus looked

round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hard-

ly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom
of God! and the disciples were astonished at his

words. But Jesus ansvvereth again, and saith unto

them, Children, How hard is it for them that trust

in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! it is

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of

God. And they were astonished out of measure,

saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?

And Jesus looking upon them, saith, With men it is

impossible, but not with God : for with God all

things are possible. Then Peter began to say unto

him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you,
There is no man who hath left house, or brethren, or

sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or

lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall re-

ceive an hundred fold now in this time, houses, and

brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and

lands, with persecutions; and in the word to come,
eternal life. But many that are first shall be last ;

and the last, first.

THE VALUE OF THE WIDOW'S MITE.
Mark xii, 41-44-

And Jesus sat over-against the treasury, and be-

held how the people cast money into the treasury :

and many who were rich cast in much. And there

came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two

mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto

him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say
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unto you* That this poor widow hath cast more in

than all they who have cast into the treasury: for

they all cast in of their abundance: but she of her

want cast in all that she had.

THE PENETENCE AND AFFECTION OF A
WOMAN TO CHRIST.

Luke v", 3650.

And one of the Pharisees desired that Christ

would eat with him and he went into the Pharisee's

house, and sat down to meat. And behold, a woman
in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Je-

sus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an

alabaster box of ointment, and stood at his feet be-

hind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with

tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head,
and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the oint-

ment. Now when the Pharisee who had bidden him
saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if

he were a prophet, would have known who, and
what manner of woman this is that toucheth him ; for

she is a sinner. And Jesus answering, said unto him,

Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee, and he

saith, Master, say on. There was a certain creditor

who had two debtors: the one owed five hundred

pence, and the other fifty. And when they had no-

thing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell

me therefore which of them will love him most? Si-

mon answered and said, I suppose that he to whom
he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast

rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and
said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered

into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my
feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and

wiped them with the hairs of hec head. Thou gavest
No. 70. 2
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me no kiss: but this woman, since the time I came
in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with

oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath a-

nointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say un-

to thee, Her sins which are many, are forgiven ; for

she Joved much : but to whom little is forgiven, the

same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins

are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him

began to say within themselves, Who is this that for-

giveth sins also? and he said to the woman, Thy
faith hath saved thee ; go in peace.

MARTHA'S CARE ; MARY'S BETTER PART.
Luke x,38 42.

A certain woman, named Martha, received Christ

into her house. And she had a sister, called Mary,
who also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But

Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore

that she help me. And Jesus answered and said un-

to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troub-

led about many things : but one thing is needful : and

Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not

be taken away from her.

CHRIST'S EXHORTATION TO HUMILITY.
Luke xiv, 814.

When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding,
sit not down in the highest room, lest a more honour-

able man than thou be bidden of him; and he that

bade thee and him, come and say to thee, Give this

man place; and thou begin with shame to take the

lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit

down in the lowest room; that when he that bade

thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up
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higher, then shalt thou have worship in the presence
of them that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever

exalteth himself shall be abased ; and he that humbl-

eth himself shall be exalted. Then said he also to

him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or

a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nei-

ther thy kinsman, nor thy rich neighbours : lest they
also bid thee again, and a recom pence be made
thee: but when thou makest a feast, call the poor,
the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt

be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for

thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the

just.

THE CURIOSITY AND CONVERSION OF ZACCHEUS.
Luke xix, 110.

When Jesus entered and passed through Jericho,

behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, who was

the chiefamong the publicans, and he was rich, And
he sought to see Jesus, but could not for the press,

because he was little of stature. And he ran before,

and climbed up into a sycamore-tree, to see him ; for

he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to

the place, he looked up and saw him, and said unto

him, Zaccheus, make haste and come down ; for to-

day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste,

and came down, and received him joyfully. And
when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That
he was gone to be guest with a man who is a sinner.

And Zaccheus stood and said unto the Lord; Be>

hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor;
and if I have taken any thing from any man by false

accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said

unto him, This day is salvation come to this house,

forsonuich as he also is a son of Abraham. For the
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Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.

PAUL'S ACCOUNT OF HIS MINISTRY.
1 Cor. ix, 24 27.

Know ye not that they who run in a race, run all,

but one receiveth the prize? so run that ye may ob-

tain. And every man who striveth for the mastery
is temperate in all things, now, they do it to obtain

a corruptible crown ; but we an incorruptible. I

therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not

as one that beateth the air: but I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection : lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a cast-away.

DEVOTIONAL PIECES.

DAVID'S THANKSGIVINGS AND PRAYER ON THE
OFFERINGSOF THE PEOPLE.

1 Chron. xxix, 1019.
Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our Father,

for ever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the greatness
and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the

majesty ;
for all that is in the heaven, and in the earth

is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art

exalted as head above ail. Both riches and honour
come of thee, and thou reignest over all, and in thine

hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to

make great, and to give strength unto all. Now,
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy

glorious name. But who am I, and what is my
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly
after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of

thine own have we given thee. For we are strangers
before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers.:
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our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is

none abiding. O Lord our God, a|l this store, that

we have prepared to build thee a house for thine holy

name, cometh of thine hand; and is all thine own.

1 know also, my God,'thatthou triest the heart, and

hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the up-

rightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all

these things: and now have I seen with joy thy

people who are present here, to offer willingly unto

thee. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel,

our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of

the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and pre-

pare their heart unto thee : and give unto Solomon, my
son, a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy
testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all these

things, and to build the palace, for the which I have
made provision.

JEHOSHAPHAT'S PRAYER.
2 Chron. xx. 6-^12.

O Lord God of our fathers, art thou not God in

heaven; and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms
of the heathen ? and in thine hand is there not power
and might, so that none is able to withstand thee?

art not thou our God who didst drive out the inhab-

itants of this land before thy people Israel, and gav-
est it to the seed of Abraham, thy friend, for ever?

and they dwelt therein and have built thee a sanc-r

tuary therein for thy name, saying, if, when evil

cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pesti*

lence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in

thy presence, (for thy name is in this house) and cry
unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and

help. And now behold, the children of Ammon,
and Moab, and mount Seir, whom thou woujc|t not

2*
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let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of

Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed
them not. Behold, I say, how they reward us, to

come to cast us out of thy possession which thou hast

given us to inherit. O our God, wilt thou not judge
them? for we have no might against this great com-

pany which cometh against us : neither know we what
to do, but our eyes are upon thee,

EZRA'S PRAYER.
Ezra ix, 615.

O my God, I am ashamed, and blush to lift up

my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are in-

creased over our head, and our trespass is grown

up unto the heavens. Since the days of our fathers

have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and

for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our priests

been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands

to the sword, to captivity, and to spoil, and to con-

fusion of faces, as it is this day. And now for a little

space grace hath been shewed from the Lord our

God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give

us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten

our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bon-

dage; for we were bondmen ; yet our God hath not

forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy
unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us

a reviving, to set up the house of our God, and to

repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall

in Judah and in Jerusalem. And now, O our God,
what shall we say after this ? for we have forsaken thy

commandments, which thou hast commanded by

thy servants the prophets, saying; the land unto

which ye go to possess it, is an unclean land with

the filthiness of the people of the lands, with their
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abominations, which have filled it from one end to

to another with their uncleanness. Now, therefore,

give not your daughters unto their sons, neither take

their daughters unto your sons, nor seek their peace
or their wealth for ever: that ye may be strong, and
eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheri-

tance to your children for ever. And after all that

is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great

trespass, seeing that thou our God hast punished us

less than our iniquities deserve, and hast given us

such deliverance as this; should we again break thy
commandments, and join in affinity with thepeople of

these abominations? wouldst not thou be angry with

us till thou hadst consumed us, so that there should

be no remnant nor escaping ? O Lord God of Israel,

thou art righteous : for we remain yet escaped, as it

is this day ; behold, we are before thee in our tres-

passes: for we cannot stand before thee because of

this.

THE LORD*S PRAYER>.
Matt, vi, 913.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de-

liver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

CHRIST'S LAST PRAYER.
John xvii.

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to

heaven, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee : as thou hast given
him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal
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Jife to as many as thou hast given him. And this Is

life eternal, that they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have

glorified thee on the earth : I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father,

glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory
\vhich I had with thee before the world was. J have

manifested thy name unto the men which thou gav-
est me out of the world : thine they were, and thou

gavest them me
; and they have kept thy word. Now

they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast

given me are of thee. For I have given unto them
the words which thou gavest me; and they have re-

ceived them, and have known surely that Icameout
from thee, and they have believed that thou didst

send me. I pray for them : 1 pray not for the world

but for them which thou hast given me; for they
are thine. And all mine are thine and thine are

mine; and I am glorified in them. And now i am
no more in the world, but these are in the world, and
I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine

own name those whom thou hast given me, that

they may be one, as we are. While I was with them
in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that

thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost,

but the son of perdition : that the scripture might be

fulfilled. And now come I to thee; and these things

J speak in the world, that the}
7

might have my joy
fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word;
and the world hath hated them, because they are not

of the world, even as I am not of the world. 1 pray
not that thou shouldst take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil. They
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
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Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth.

As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I

also sent them into the world. And for their sakes

I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified

through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone,

but for them also who shall believe on me through;
their ward ; that they all may be one ; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent

me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have

given them ; that they may be one, even as we are

one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be

made perfect in one; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou

hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am: that

they may behold my glory, which thou hast given
me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of

the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not

known thee: but I have known thee, and these have
known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared

unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the

love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them
and I in them.

PETITIONAL PSALMS.

DAVID'S SICKNESS.
Psalm vi,

O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither

chasten me in thy hot displeasure. Have mercy up-
on me, O Lord ; for I am weak : O Lord, heal me ;

for my bones are vexed. My soul is also sore vexed :

but thou, O Lord, how long ? return, O Lord, de-

liver my soul: oh save me for thy mercy's sake.
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For in death there is no remembrance of thee : in

the grave who shall give thee thanks? I am weary
with my groaning: all the night make I my bed to

swim; I water my couch with my tears. Mine eye
is consumed because of grief ; it waxeth old because
of all mine enemies. Depart from me, all ye work-
ers of iniquity ; for the Lord hath heard the voice

of my weeping. The Lord hath heard my supplica-
tion ; the Lord will receive my prayer. Let all

mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed : let them
return and be ashamed suddenly.

DAVID IN A PAINFUL DISORDER, PRAYS
FOR MERCY.
Psalm xxxviii.

O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither

chasten me in thy hot displeasure. For thine ar-

rows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore.

There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine

anger ; neither is there any rest in my bones because

of my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over mine
liead : as a heavy burden they are too heavy for

me. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of

my foolishness. I am troubled; 1 am bowed down

greatly ; I go mourning all the day long. For my
Joins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is

no soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore

broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness
of my heart. Lord, all my desire is before thee;
and my groaning is not hid from lliee. My heart

panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light of

mine eyes, it also is gone from me. My lovers and

my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kins-

men stand afar off. They also that seek after my
life lay snares for me: and they that seek my hurt
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speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits all the

day long. But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and

was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.

Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose
mouth are no reproofs. For in thee, O Lord, do I

hope : thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. For I said,

Hear me, lest otherwise they shall rejoice over me:
when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves a-

gaint me. For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow

is continually before me. For I will declare mine

iniquity ; I will be sorry for my sin. But mine ene-

mies are lively, and they are strong: and they that

hate me wrongfully are multiplied. They also that

render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I

follow the thing that is good. Forsake me not, O
Lord: O rny God, be not far from me. Make haste

to help me, O Lord my salvation.

WHEN DEPRIVED OF THE PUBLIC EXERCISES
OF RELIGION.

Psalm Ixxxiv.

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!

my soul longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of

the Lord : my heart and my flesh crieth out for the

living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found a house,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
Jay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts,

my King, and my Cod. Blessed are they that dwell

in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Bless-

ed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose
heart are the ways of them. Who passing through
the valley of Baca make it a well ; the rain also filled

the pools. They go from strength to strength, every
one of them in Zion appeareth before God. O Lord
God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, God of
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Jacob. Behold, O God our shield, and look upon
the face of thine anointed. For a day in thy courts

is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-

keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the

tents of wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and
shield: the Lord will give grace and glory : no good
thing will he withhold from them that walk upright-

ly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trust-

eth in thee.

IN TIME OF DEJECTION AND AFFLICTION.
Psalm xiii.

How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord ? for ever?

how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? how

long shall 1 take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in

iny heart daily ? how long shall mine enemy be ex-

alted over me? consider and hear me, O Lord my
God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of

death; Lest mine enemy say, 1 have prevailed a-

gainst him; and those that trouble me rejoice when
I am moved. But I have trusted in thy mercy; my
heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will sing unto

the Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully with me.

CONSCIOUS OF INTEGRITY, ASSISTANCE
IS ASKED.
Psalm xvii.

Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry,

give ear unto my prayer, that goelh not outof feign-

ed lips. Let my sentence come forth from thy pres-

ence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal.

Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me
In the night; thou hast tried me, and shall find noth-

ing; i am purposed that my mouth shall not trans-

gress. Concerning the works of men, by the word

of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the des-
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troyer. Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my
footsteps slip not. I have called upon thee, for thou

wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me,
and hear my speech. Shew thy marvellous loving^

kindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them
which put their trust in thee from those that rise up a-

gainstthem. Keep me astheappleoftheeye, hide me
under the shadow of thy wings, from the wicked that

oppress me, from my deadly enemies, whocompass me
about, they are enclosed in their own fat; with their

mouthjthey speak proudly. They have now compassed
us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down
to the earth; like as a lion that is greedy of his prey,
and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down: de-

liver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword.

From men which are thy hand, O Lord, from men
of the world, which have their portion in thjs life,

and whose bdly thon fillest with thy hid treasure;

they are full of children, and leave the rest of their

substance to their babes. As for me, I will behold

thy face in righteousness ; [ shall be satisfied, vyhen
I awake, with thy likeness.

CONFIDENCE UNDER AFFLICTION.
Psalm xxvii.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life ; of
whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, eveii

mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up
my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host

should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear:

though war should rise against me, in this will I be
confident. One thing have I desired of the Lord,
that will [ seek after; that i may dwell in the house
No, 70. 3
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of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the

beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple.
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pa-
vilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide

me; he shall set me upon a rock. And now shall

mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round a-

bout me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sac-

rifices of joy ; I will sing, yea, 1 will sing praises unto

the Lord. Hear, t
O Lord, when I cry with my voice :

have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When
thou saidst, Seek ye my face ; my heart said unto

thee, Thy face, Lord will I seek. Hide not thy face

far from me ; put not thy servant away in anger :

thou hast been my help ; leave me not, neither for-

sake me, O God of my salvation. When my father

and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take

me up. Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me
in a plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver

me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false

witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe

out cruelty. I had fainted unless I had believed to

see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

Wait on the Lord : be of good courage: and he shall

strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.

JN TIME OP TROUBLE AND AFFLICTION.
Psalm Ixxvii.

I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God
with my voice ; and he gave ear unto me. In the

day of my trouble I sought the Lord : my sore ran

in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be

comforted. I remembered God, and was troubled: I

complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Thou
boldest mine eyes waking: lam so troubled that I

cannot speak. I have considered the days of old, the
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years of ancient times. I call to remembrance my
song in the night: 1 commune with mine own heart:

and my spirit made diligent search. Will the Lord
cast me oft* for ever? and will he be favourable no more?
is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise
fail lor evermore? hath God forgotten to be gra-
cious ? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies?

And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remem-
ber the years of the right hand of the most high. I

will remember the works of the Lord: surely i will

remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also

of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. Thy way,
O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God
as our God! thou art the God that doest wonders :

thou hast declared thy strength among the people.
Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the

sons of Jacob and Joseph. The waters saw thee, O
God, the waters <aw thee; they were afraid: the

depths also were troubled. Thr clouds poured out

water: the skies sent out a sound : thine arrows also

went abroad. The voice of thy thunder was in the

heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the

earth trembled and shook. Thy way is in the sea,

and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps
are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a

flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

PSALMS OF PRAISE AND ADORATION.

TO GOD AS A GOOD SHEPHERD.
Psalm xxiii.

The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures : he leadeth

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul :
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lie leacleth me in the paths of righteousness for Li

name's sake. Yea, tho' I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil : for thou
art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of

mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall

follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in

the house of the Lord for ever.

THE GOODNESS OF GOD.
Psalm xxx vi, 512.

Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy
faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righte-
ousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments
are a great deep: Lord, thou preservest man and

beast. How excellent is thy loving kindness, O God !

therefore the children of men put their trust under

the shadow of thy wings. They shall be abundant-

ly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou

shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures*

For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall

we see light. O continue thy loving-kindness unjto

them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the

upright in heart. Let not the foot of pride come a-

gainst me, and let not the hand of the wicked re^

move me. There are the workers of iniquity fallen :

they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.

ON THE CONDUCT OF PROVIDENCE.
Psalm xcii.

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord,
and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: to

shew forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and

thy faithfulness every night ; upon an instrument of

ten strings, and upon the psaltery; upon the harp
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with a solemn sound. For thou, Lord, hast made
me glad through thy work ; I will triumph in the

works of thy hands. O Lord, how great are thy
works! and thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish

man knowelh not; neither doth a fool understand

this. When the wicked spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is

that they shall be destroyed for ever: but thou,

Lord, art most high for evermore. Forlo, thine en-

emies, O Lord, for Jo, thine enemies shall perish; ail

the workers of iniquity shall be scattered': but my
horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I

shall be anointed with fresh oil. Mine eye also shall

see my desire on mine enemies, and mine ears shall

hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me.
The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree: he
shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be

planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the

courts of our Cod. They shall still bring forth fruit

in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing: to shew
that the Lord is upright : he is my rock, and there is

no unrighteousness in him.

CONFIDENCE IN GOD.
Psalm xlvi.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, tho* the earth

be removed, and tho' the mountains be carried into

the midst of the sea; tho' the waters thereof roar and
be troubled, tho' the mountains <hake with the swel-

ling thereof. There is a river the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of

the tabernacles of the most High. God is in the

midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall

help her, and that right earjy. The heathen raged,
3*
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the kingdoms were moved : he uttered his voice, the

earth melted. The Lord of hosts is with us; the;

God of Jacob is our refuge. Come, behold the

works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made
in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end
of the earth; he breakeih the bow, and cutteth the

spear in sunder, he burneth the chariots in the fire.

Be still, and know that I am God : I will be exalted

among the heathen, 1 will be exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is

our refuge.

ALL PEOPLE CALLED ON TO WORSHIP GOD.
Psalm c.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his pres-
ence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is

God : it is he that hath made us, and not we our-

selves: we are his people, and the sheep of his pas-
ture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name. For the Lord is good : his mer-

cy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all gen-
erations.

GOD CELEBRATED FOR DELIVERANCES TO THE
WANDERER IN THE DESERT, TO THE DISEASED,
TO THOSE AT SEA, &C.

Psalm cvii.

O Give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for

his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of

the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the

hand of the enemy; and gathered them out of the

lands, from the east and from the west, from the north

and from the south. They wandered in the wilder-

ness in a solitary way, they found no city to dwell in.
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Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. Then

they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he de-

livered them out of their distresses. And he led them
forth by the right way, that they might go to a city
of habitation. Oh that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the

children of men. For he satisfieth the longing soul,

and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. Such as

sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, being
bound in affliction and iron; because they rebelled

against the words of God, and contemned the coun-

sel of the most High: therefore he brought down
their hearts with labour; they fell down, and there

was none to help. Then they cried unto the Lord
in their trouble, and he saved them out of their dis-

tresses. He brought them out of darkness, and the

shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good-
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of

men ! for he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut

the bars of iron in sunder. Fools because of their

transgression and because of their iniquities are af-

flicted. Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat;
and they draw near unto the gates of death. Then

they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he sav-

eth them out of their distresses. He sent his word,
and healed them, and delivered them from their de-

structions. Oh that men would praise the Lord for

his goodness and for his wonderful works to the chil-

dren of men ! and let them sacrifice the sacrifices of

thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing.

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do busi-

ness in great waters : these see the works of the Lord,
and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth
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and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the

waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they

go down again to the depths: their soul is melted be-

cause of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger
like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end. Then

they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bring-
eth them out of their distresses. He maketh the

storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.

Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he

bringeth them unto their desired haven. Oh that

men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for

his wonderful works to the children of men ! let them
exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and

praise him in the assembly of the elders. He turn-

eth rivers into a wilderness and the water-springs in-

to dry-ground, a fruitful land into barrenness, for

the wickedness of them that dwell therein. He turn-

eth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry-

ground into water-springs. And there he maketh
the hungry to dwell, that they may prepare a city
for habitation ; and sow the fields, and plant vine-

yards, which may yield fruits of increase. He bles-

seth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly,
and suffereth not their cattle to decrease. Again

they are minished and brought low through oppres-

sion, affliction and sorrow. He poureth contempt

upon princes, and causeth them to wander in the

wilderness, where there is no way. Yet setteth he

the poor on high from affliction ; and maketh him
families like a flock. The righteous shall see it, and

rejoice : and all iniquity shall stop her mouth. Who-
so is wise and will observe these things, even they shall

understand the loving kindness of the Lord.
.
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THE MAJESTY, GREATNESS, AND
GOODNESS OF GOD.

Psalm cxlv.

1 will extol thee, my God, O King; and I will bless

thy name for ever and ever. Every day will I bless

thee: and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and
his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall

praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy

mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious honour of

thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men
shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I

will declare thy greatness, They shall abundantly
utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall

sing of thy righteousness. The Lord is gracious,
and full of compassion ; slow to anger, and of great

mercy. The Lord is good to all : and his tender-

mercies are over all his works. All thy works shall

praise thee, O Lord ; and thy saints shall bless thee.

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and
talk of thy power; to make known to the sons of

men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his

kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and thy dominion endureth throughout all genera-
tions. The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth

up all those that be bowed down. The eyes of all

wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in

due season. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest

the desire of every living thing. The Lord is righte-
ous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. The
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to

all that call upon him in truth. He will fufil the

desire of them that fear him : he also will hear their

cry and will save them. The Lord preserveth all
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them that love him : but all the wicked will he destroy.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord: and
let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

OP TRUST IN GOD, WHO CARETH FOR
THE FAITHFUL.

Psalm cxlvi.

Praise ye the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul.

While I live will I praise the Lord ; I will sing praises
unto my God while 1 have any being. Put not your
trust in princes nor in the son of man, in whom there

is no help. His breath goetii fonh, he returneth to

his earth : in that very day his thoughts perish. Hap-
py is he who hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the Lord his God : who made heav-

en and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: who

keepeth truth for ever : who executeth judgment for

the oppressed, who giveth food to the hungry, the

Lord looseth the prisoners: the Lord openeth the

eyes of the blind: the Lord raiseth them who are

bowed down: the Lord loveth the righteous: the

Lord preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fa-

therless and widow : but the way of the wicked he

turneth upside down. The Lord shall reign for ev-

er, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations, praise

ye the Lord.

AN EXHORTATION TO PRAISE GOD ON ALL
KINDS OF INSTRUMENTS.

Psalm cl.

Praise ye the Lord, praise God in his sanctuary:

praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise

him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his

excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of

the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him

with stringed instruments and organs, Praise him
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upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-

sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath

praise the Lord, praise ye the Lord.

PSALMS DESCRIBING THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.

IN THE CREATION.
Psalm viii, cir.

O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all

the earth ! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou

ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou

mightest still the enemy and the avenger. When 1

consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the

moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; what
is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of

man, that thou visitest him? for thou hast made him
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him
with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have

dominion over the works of thy hands ; thou hast

put all things under his feet : all sheep and oxen,

yea, and the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air,

and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth

through the paths of the seas. O Lord our Lord,
how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou
art very great; thou art clothed with honour and

majesty. Who coverest thyself with light as with a

garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a cur-

tain: who layeth the beams of his chambers in the

waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who
walketh upon the wings of the wind: who maketh
his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire: who
laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not
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be removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the

deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the

mountains. At thy rebuke they fled ; at the voice

of thy thunder they hasted away. They go up by
the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto

the place which thou hast founded for them. Thou
hast set a bound that they may not pass over; that

they turn not again to cover the earth. He sendeth

the springs into the valleys, which run among the

hills. They give drink to every beast of the field:

the wild asses quench their thirst. By them shall

the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which

sing among the branches. He watereth the hills

from his chambers: the earth is satisfied with the

fruit of thy works. He causeth the grass to grow
for the cattle, and herb for the service of man; that

he may bring forth food out of the earth ; and wine

that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make
his face to shine, and bread which strengthened
man's heart. The trees of the Lord are full of sap :

the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted;
where the birds make their nests: as for the stork,

the fir trees are her house. The high hills are a

refuge for the wild goats ; and the rocks for the con-

ies. He appointed the moon for seasons : the sun

knoweth his going down. Thou makest darkness,

and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the forest

do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey,
and seek their meat from God. The sun ariseth ;

they gather themselves together, and lay them down
in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and
to his labour until the evening. O Lord, how man-
ifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made them
all the earth is full of thy riches. So is this great
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and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumer-

able, both small and great beasts. There go the

ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made
to play therein. These wait all upon thee; that thou

inayest give them their meat in due season. That
thou givest them they gather; thou openest thine

hand, they are filled with good. Thou hidest thy
face, they are troubled: thou takest away their

breath, they die, and return to their dust. Thou
sendest forth thy spirit, they are created : and thou

renewest the face of the earth. The glory of the

Lord shall endure for ever: the Lord shall rejoice in

his works. He looketh on the earth, and it trem-

bleth ; he toucheth the hills, and they smoke. I will

sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise
to my God while I have my being. My meditation

of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.

Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and

let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the Lord, O
my soul. Praise ye the Lord.

THE NATION WORTHY OF GOD.
Psalm xxiv.

The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof;

the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath

founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the

floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ?

or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath

clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted

up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He
shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righte-

ousness from the God of his salvation. This is the

generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face

O Jacob. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be

ye lift up, ye everlasting doors
;
and the King of glo-

No, 70. 4
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ry shall come in. Who is this King; of glory? The
Lord strong and mighty in battle. Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting
doors: and the King of glory shall come in. Who
is this King of glory ? The Lord of hosts, he is the

King of glory.

THE MAJESTY OF GOD EXHIBITED IN

THE STORM.
Psalm xxix

Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the

Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the

glory due unto his name; worship the Lord in the

beauty of holiness. The voice of the Lord is upon
the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the Lord
is upon many waters. The voice of the Lord is pow-
erful ; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The
voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the

Lord breaketli the cedars of Lebanon. He maketh

them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion

like a young unicorn. The voice of the Lord divid-

eth the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord shak-

eth the wilderness; the Lord shaketh the wilderness

at Kadesh. The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds

to calve, and discoverelh the forests: and in his tem-

ple doth every one ?peak of his glory. The Lord
sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King
forever. The Lord will give strength unto his peo-

ple; the Lord will bless his people with peace.

THE POWER OF GOD.
Psalm xciii.

The Lord reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the

Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath

girdefl himself: the world also is established, that it

cannot be moved. Thy throne is established of old;
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thou art from everlasting. The floods have lifted

up, O Lord, the floods have lifted tip their voice;

the floods lift up their waves. The Lord on high is

mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than

the mighty waves of the sea, Thy testimonies are

very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O Lord,
for ever.

THE PRESENCE AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.
Psalm cxxxix.

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising,
thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou com-

passest my path and my lying down, and art ac-

quainted with all my ways. For there is not a word
in my tongue, hut lo, O Lord, thou knowest it alto-

gether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and
laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too

wonderful for me: it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall

I flee from thy presence? If 1 ascend up into heav-

en, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold,
thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand
shall hold me. Jf I say, Surely the darkness shall

cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the

night shineth as the day; the darkness and the light
are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my
reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderful-

ly made: marvellous are thy works; and that my
soul knoweth right well. My substance was not hid

from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously
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wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes
did see my substance, yet being imperfect; and. in

thy book all my members were written, which in

continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was
none of them. How precious also are thy thoughts
unto me, O God ! how great is the sum of them. Jf

I should count them, they are more in number than
the sand: when I wake, I am still with thee. Sure-

ly thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from
me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak a-

gainst thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy
name in vain. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that

hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise

up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred:

1 count them mine enemies. Search me, O God,
and know my heart: try me and know my thoughts:
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead

me in the way everlasting.

ALL CREATURES INVITED TO PRAISE THE LORD.
Psalm cxlviii.

Praise ye the Lord, praise ye the Lord from the

heavens: praise him in the heights. Praise ye him,
all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise

ye him, sun and moon : praise him, all ye stars of

light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye
waters that be above the heavens. Let them praise
the name of the Lord : for he commanded, and they
were created. He hath also established them for ev-

er and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not

pass. Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons,
and all deeps: fire, and hail; snow, and vapours;

stormy wind fulfilling his word: mountains, and all

hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars: beasts, and all

cattle ; creeping things, and flying fowl ; Kings, of
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the earth, and alJ people; princes, and all judges of

the earth : both young men and maidens; old men,
and children : Jet them praise the name of the Lord :

for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above

the earth and heaven.

THANKSGIVINGS.

ON RECOVERING FROM AFFLICTION.
Psalm xxx.

I will extol thee, O Lord ; for thou hast lifted me
up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me.
O Lord, my Cod, I cried unto thee, and thou hast

healed me. O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul

from the grave : thou hast kept me alive, that I should

not go down to the pit. Sing unto the Lord, O ye
saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of

his holiness. For his anger endureth but a moment;
in his favour is life : weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning. And in my pros-

perity 1 said, 1 shall never be moved. Lord, by thy
favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong:
thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 1 cried

to thee, O Lord; and unto the Lord I made sup-

plication. What profit is there in my blood, when I

go down to the pit? shall the dust praise thee? shall

it declare thy truth? Hear, O Lord, and have mer-

cy upon me: Lord, be thou my helper. Thou hast

turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast

put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;
to the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and

not be silent, O Lord my God, I will give thanks

unto thee for ever.
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THE GOODNESS OF GOD.
Psalm ciii.

Bless the Lord, O my soul : and all that is within

me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine

iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases ; who redeem-

eth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth thee

with loving-kindness and tender mercies: whosatis-

fieth thy mouth with good things ; so that thy youth
is renewed like the eagle's. The Lord executeth

righteousness and judgment for all that are oppres-
sed. He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts

unto the children of Israel. The Lord is merciful

and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide; neither will he keep his

anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our

sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth : so great
is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as

the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our

transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his

children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we
are dust. As for man, his days are as grass: as a

flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind

passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof

shall know it no more. But the mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear

him, and his righteousness unto children's children;
to such as keep his covenant, and to those that re-

member his commandments to do them. The Lord
hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his

kingdom ruleth over all. Bless the Lord, ye his an-

gels, that excel in strength, that do his command-



THANKSGIVINGS. 43

ments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless

ye the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye ministers of his that

do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, all his works in afl

places of his dominion : bless the Lord, O my soul.

ON VARIOUS DELIVERANCES.
Psalm cxvi.

I Love the Lord, because he hath heard my voice

and my supplications. Because he hath inclined his

ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long
as I live. The sorrows of death compassed me, and
the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble

and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the

Lord; O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.

Gracious is the Lord and righteous: yea, our God
is merciful. The Lord preserveth the simple: I was

brought low, and he helped me. Return unto thy
rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully
with thee. For thou hast delivered my soul from

death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from fall-

ing. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the

living. I believed, therefore have I spoken : I was

greatly afflicted. I said in my haste, All men are

liars. What shall I render unto the Lord for all his

benefits towards me? 1 will take the cup of salvation,

and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my
vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his

people. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the

death of his saints. O Lord, truly I am thy servant ;

I am thy servant, and the son ofthine handmaid : thou

hast loosed my bonds. I will offer to thee the sacri-

fice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name
of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord
now in the presence of all his people, in the courts
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of the Lord's house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusa-
iem. Praise ye the Lord.

FOR SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL BLESSINGS.
Psalm Ixv.

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion : and un-

to thee shall the vow be performed. O thou that

hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. Ini-

quities prevail against me: as for our transgressions,

thou shall purge them away. Blessed is the man
whom thou choosest and causest to approach unto

thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be

satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy

holy temple. By terrible things in righteousness wilt

thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art

the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of

them that are afar off upon the sea. Who by his

strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded
with power. Who stilleth the noise of the seas,

the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the peo-

ple. They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are

afraid at thy tokens: thou makest the out-goings of

the morning and evening to rejoice. Thou visitest

the earth, and waterestit: thou greatly enrichest it

with the river of God, which is full of water: thou

preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for

it. Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly:
thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft

with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness ; and thy

paths drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of

the wilderness; and the little hills rejoice on every
side. The pastures are clothed with flocks: the val-

leys also are covered over with corn ; they shout for

joy, they also sing.
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ON A SINGULAR VICTORY,
Psalm xcviii.

O Sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath

done marvellous things: his right hand, and his ho-

ly arm hath gotten him the victory. The Lord hath

made known his salvation ; his righteousness hath he

openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. He hath

remembered his mercy and his truth toward the

house of Israel : all the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise un-

to the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and

rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the Lord with

the harp ; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.
With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful
noise before the Lord the King. Let the sea roar,

and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that

dwell therein. Let the floods clap their hands: let

the hills be joyful together, before the Lord : for he

cometh to judge the earth : with righteousness shall

he judge the world, and the people with equity.

DIDACTIC PSALMS.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THOSE WHO
WALK UPRIGHTLY.

Psalm i.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel

of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his de-

light is in the law of the Lord : and in his law doth
he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth

his fruit in his season : his leaf also shall not wither,
end whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungod-
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ly are not so : but are like the chaff which the wind
driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congrega-
tion of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the

way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly
shall perish.

THE QUALITIES OF HTM WHO IS WORTHY
TO APPROACH GOD.

Psalm xv.

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall

dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly,
and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth

in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a re-

proach against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile

person is contemned ; but he honoureth them that

fear the Lord ; he that sweareth to his own hurt, and

changeth not. He that putteth not out his money to

usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent, he

that doeth these things shall never be moved.

BROTHERLY LOVE DESCRIBED.
Psalm cxxxiii.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for breth-

ren to dwell together in unity! it is like the precious
ointment upon the head that ran down upon the

beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the

skirts of his garments : as the dew of Hermon, and

as the dew that descended upon the mountains of

Zion : for there the Lord commanded the blessing,

.even life for evermore.

THE VANITY OF HUMAN LIFE.
Psalm xc.

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all gen-
erations. Before the mountains were brought forth,
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or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world :

even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.
Thou turnest man to destruction ; and sayest, Re-

turn, ye children of men. For a thousand years in

thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as

a watch in the night. Thou carriest them away as

with a flood: they are as a sleep: in the morning
they are like grass which groweth up. in the morn-

ing it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it

is cut down, and withereth. For we are consumed

by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled.

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret

sins in the light of thy countenance. For all our

days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our

years as a tale that is told. The days of our years
are threescore years and ten : and if by reason of

strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength
labour and sorrow ; for it is soon cut off, and we fly

away. Who knoweth the power of thine anger; e-

ven according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. So teach

us to number our days that we may apply our hearts

unto wisdom. Return, O Lord, how long? and let

it repent thee concerning thy servants. O satisfy us

early with thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and be

glad all our days. Make us glad according to the

days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years
wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear
unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us :

and establish thou the work of our hands upon us:

yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.
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DAVID'S LAMENTATION FOR SAUL AND
JONATHAN.

2 Samuel. 1, 1927.

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places:
how are the mighty fallen! tell it not in Gath, pub-
lish it riot in the streets of Askelon ; lest the daugh-
ters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of

the uncircumcised triumph. Ye mountains of Gil-

boa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain

upon you, nor fields of offerings: for there the shield

of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul,

as tho* he had not been anointed with oil. From
the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty,
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword
of Saul returned not empty. Saul and Jonathan were

lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death

they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles,

they were stronger than lions. Ye daughters of Is-

rael, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet,

Avith other delights, who put on ornaments of gold

upon your apparel. How are the mighty fallen in

the midst of the battle ! O Jonathan, thou wast slain

in thine high places. I am distressed for thee, my
brother Jonathan : very pleasant hast thou been unto

me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love

of women. How are the mighty fallen, and the

weapons of war perished !

JOB CURSETH THE DAY OF HJS BIRTH.
Job iii, 326.

Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the

night in which it was said, There is a man-child
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conceived. Let that day be darkness ; let not God

regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon
it. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it;

Jet a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the

day terrify it. As for that night, let darkness seize

upon it; let it not be joined unto the days of the

year, Jet it not come into the number of the months.

Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice

come therein. Let them curse it that curse the day,
who are ready to raise up their mourning. Let the

stars of the twilight thereof be dark ; let it look for

light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning
of the day: because it shut not up the doors of my
mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.

Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give

up the ghost when I came out of the belly ? Why
did the knees prevent me? or why the beasts that I

should suck ? for now should I have lain still and been

quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest.

With kings and counselors of the earth, who built

desolate places for themselves; or with princes that

had gold, who filled their houses with silver : or as

an hidden untimely birth I had not been ; as infants

which never saw light. There the wicked cease from

troubling; and there the weary are at rest. There
the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice

of the oppressor. The small and great are there ;

and the servant is free from his master. Wherefore
is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto
the bitter in soul; who long for death, but it cometh
not ; and dig for it more than for hid treasures: who
rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can
find the grave? why is light given to a man whose

way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in ? for my
No. 70. 5
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sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are pour-
ed out like the waters. For the thing which I great-

ly feared is come upon me, and that which I was a-

fraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neith-

er had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.

JOB COMPLAINS.
Jobx.

My soul is weary of my life ; I will leave my com-

plaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness ofmy
soul. I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew
me wherefore thou contendest with me. Is it good unto

thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest

despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the

counsel of the wicked? hast thou eyes of flesh? orseest

thou as man seeth ? are thy days as the days ofman?
are thy years as man's days, that thou enquirest after

mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin? thou know-
est that I am not wicked ; and there is none that can

deliver out of thine hand. Thine hands have made
me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou

dost destroy me. Remember, I beseech thee, that

thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring
me into dust again? Hast thou not poured me out

as milk, and curdled me like cheese? thou hast cloth-

ed me with skin, and flesh, and hast fenced me with

bones and sinews. Thou hast granted me life and fa-

vour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.

And these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I

know that this is with thee. If I sin then thou mark-

est me: and thou wilt not acquit me from mine ini-

quity. If I be wicked, woe unto me; and if I be

righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. I am. full

of confusion ; therefore see thou mine affliction ;
for

it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce lion; and
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again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me.

Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increas-

est thine indignation upon me; changes and war
are against me. Wherefore then hast thou brought
me forth out of the womb? Oh that 1 had given up
the ghost, and no eye had seen me ! I should have
been as though I had not been ; I should have been
carried from the womb to the grave. Are not my
days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may
take comfort a little. Before I go whence I shall not

return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow
of death; aland of darkness, as darkness itself ; and
of theshadow of death, without any order, and where
the light is as darkness.

INSTABILITIES OF LIFE.
Job x\v.

Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and
full of trouble. Hecometh forth like a flower, and
is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and contin-

ueth not. And dost thou open thine eyes upon such

a one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?

who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not

one. Seeing his days are determined, the number
of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his

bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him, that he

may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his

day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down,
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch
thereof will not cease. Tho' the root thereof

wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the

ground; yet through the scet of water it will bud,
and bring forth boughs like a plant. But man dieth,
and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost,
and where is he ? as the waters fail from the sea, and



52 ELEGIAC PIECES.

the flood decayeth and drieth up: so man lieth

down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more,
they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.
O that thou wouldst hide me in the grave, that thou
wouldst keep my secret, till thy wrath be past, that
thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and remember
me! If a man die, shall he live again ? all the days
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change
come. Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee:

thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.
For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not
watch over my sin? my transgression is sealed up in

a bag, and thou sewest up\mine iniquity. And sure-

ly the mountain falling cometh to nought, and the
rock is removed out of his place. The waters wear
the stones: thou washest away the things which

grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou destroy-
est the hope of man. Thou prevailest for ever a-

gainst him, and he passeth : thou changest his coun-

tenance, and sendest him away. His sons come to

honour, and he knoweth it not ; and they are brought
low, but he perceiveth it not of them. But his flesh

upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him
shall mourn.

JOB LAMENTS THE LOSS OF PROSPERITY.
Job xxix, 25.

Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days
when God preserved me; when his candle shined

upon my head, and when by his light I walked

through darkness ; as I was in the days of my youth,
when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle;
when the Almighty was yet with me, when my
children were about me. When I washed my steps

with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of



ELEGIAC PIECES. 53
-.>.>..

oil; when I went out to the gate through the city,

when I prepared my seat in the street! the young
men saw me, and hid themselves: and the aged a-

rose, and stood up. The princes refrained talking,

and laid their hands on their mouths. The nobles held

their peace, and their tongues cleaved to the roofs of

their mouths. When the ear heard me, then it bles-

sed me; and when the eye saw me, it gave witness

to me: because I delivered the poor that cried, and

the fatherless, and him that had none to help him.

The blessing of him that was ready to perish came

upon me: and I caused the widow's heart to sing for

joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my
judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to

the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 1 was a father

to the poor : and the cause which 1 knew not I search-

ed out. And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and

plucked the spoil out of his teeth. Then I said, I

shall die in my nest, and 1 shall multiply my clays as

the sand. My root was spread out by the waters,

and the dew lay all night upon my branch. My glo-

ry was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my
hand. Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept
silence at my counsel. After my words they spake
not agajn ; and my speech dropped upon them. And

they waited for me as for the rain ; and they opened
their mouth wide as for the latter rain. If I laughed
on them, they believed it not ; and the light of my
countenance they cast not down. I chose out their

way, and sat chief, and dwelt as a king in the army,
as one that comforteth the mourners.

5*
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SONG OF MOSES AT THE RED SEA.
Exodus xv, 1 9.

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed
gloriously : the horse and his rider hath he thrown
into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song,
and he is become my salvation : he is my God, and
I will prepare him an habitation

; my father's God,
and I will exalt him. The Lord is a man of war:
the Lord is his name. Pharaoh's chariots and his

host hath he cast into the sea : his chosen captains
also are drowned in the Red Sea. The depths have
covered them : they sank into the bottom as a stone.

Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in pow-
er: thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces
the enemy. And in the greatness of thine excellen-

cy thou hast overthrown them that rose up against
thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed
them as stubble. And with the blast of thy nostrils

the waters were gathered together, the floods stood

upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed
in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, I will pur-
sue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil ; my lust

shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword,,

my hand shall destroy them.

HEZEKIAH'S THANKSGIVING.
Isaiah xxxviii, 1020.

I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to

the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue

of my years. I said, I shall not see the Lord, even

the Lord, in the land of the living: I shall behold

man no more with the inhabitants of the world. Mine

age is departed, and is removed from me as a shep-
herd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he

will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even
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till night wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned

till morning, that as a lion, so will he break all my
bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an.

end of me. Like a crane or a swallow, so did I

chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with

looking upward : O Lord, I am oppressed; under-

take for me. What shall I say ? he hath both spok-
en unto me, and himself hath done it : 1 shall go soft-

ly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. O Lord,

by these things men live, and in all these things is the

life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make
me to live. Behold, for peace I had great bitter-

ness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it

from the pit of corruption : for thou hast cast all my
sins behind thy back. For the grave cannot praise

thee, death cannot celebrate thee : they that go down,
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. The living,
the living, he shall praise thee, as 1 do this day : the

father to the children shall make known thy truth.

The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will

sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days
of our life in the house of the Lord.

SONG OF THE VIRGIN.
Luke i, 4/> 55.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath re-

garded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, be-

hold, from henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me
great things ; and holy is his name. And his mercy
is on them that fear him from generation to genera-
tion. He hath shewed strength with his arm ; he
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their

hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their
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seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath fil-

led the hungry with good things; and the rich he

hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant

Israel, in remembrance of his mercy ; as he spake to

our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.

PARABLES.

NATHAN'S PARABLE.
2 Sam. xii, 16.

There were two men in one city ; the one rich and

the other poor. The rich man had exceedingly many
flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing
save one little ew-Iamb, which he had bought and

nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and

uith his children; it did eat of his own meat, and

drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was

unto him as a daughter. And there came a travel-

ler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his

own flock and of his own herd to dress for the way-

faring man that was come unto him, but took the

poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was

come to him. And David's anger was greatly kin-

dled against the man ;
and he said to Nathan, As

the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing
shall surely die. And he shall restore the lamb four-

fold, because he did this thing, and because he had

no pity. And Nathan said unto David, Thou art

the man.

THE SOWER.
Matt, xiii, 38, 1923.

Behold, a sower went forth to sow: and when he

sowed, some seeds fell by the way side; and the fowls

came and devoured them up: some fell upon stony
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places, where they had not much earth ; and forth-

with they sprung up, because they had no deepness
of earth : and when the sun was up, they were scorch-

ed ; and because they had no root, they withered a-

way: and some fell among thorns; and the thorns

sprung up and choked them : but others fell into good

ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundred-

fold, some sixty-fold, some thirty-fold.

When any one heareth the word of the kingdom,
and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked

one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his

heart: this is he who received seed by the way-side.
But he that received the seed into stony places, the

same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy
receiveth it ; yet hath he not root in himself, but dur-

eth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution
ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offend-

ed. He also that received seed among the thorns,

is he that heareth the word ; and the care of this

world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the

word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that re-

ceived seed into the good ground is he that heareth

the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth

fruit, and bringeth forth some an hundred-fold, some

sixty, some thirty.

THE TARES.
Matt, xiii, 24r-30, 37 43.

The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man who
sowed good seed in his field : but while men slept,
his enemy came, and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way. But when the blade was sprung
up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares al-

so. So the servants of the householder came, and said

unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy
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field ? from whence then hath it tares ? He said un-
to them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said

unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather
them up? but he said, Nay; lest, while ye gather

up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the

time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to

burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

He that sowelh the good seed, is the Son of man;
The field is the word; the good seed are the child-

ren of the kingdom, but the tares are the children of

the wicked one ; the enemy that sowed them, is the

devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the

reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are

gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the

end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth

his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom,
all things that offend, and them who do iniquity;
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall

"be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the

righteous shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of

their Father: who hath ears to hear, Jet him near.

LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD.
Matt, xx, 116.

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is

an householder, who went out early in the morning
to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he

had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he

sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about

the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the

market-place. And said unto them ; Go ye also in-

to the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give

you. And they went their way. Again he went out
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about the sixth and ninth hour, and cli'd likewise.

And about the eleventh hour he went out and found

others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand

ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Be-

cause no man hath hired us. He saith unto them,
Go ye also into the vineyard ; and whatsoever is

right, that shall ye receive. So when even was come,
the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call

the labourers, and gave them their hire, beginning
from the last unto the first. And when they came
that were hired about the eleventh hour, they receiv-

ed every man a penny. But when the first came,

they supposed that they should have received more;
and they likewise received every man a penny.
And when they had received it, they murmured a-

gainst fthe good man of the house, saying, These
last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden

and heat of the day. But he answered one of them,
and said, Friend, Idotheeno wrong: didst not thou

agree with me for a penny? take that thine is, and

go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto

thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what 1 will with

mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?
So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many
are called, but few chosen.

THE TWO SONS.
Matt, xxi, 2832.

A certain man had two sons; and he came to the

first, and said, Son, go work to clay in my vineyard.
He answered and said, 1 will not: but afterward he

repented, and went. And he came to the second,
and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go,
sir: and went not. Whether of them twain did the
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will of his father? They say unto them, the first.

Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, that

the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom
of God before you. For John came unto you in the

way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but
the publicans and the harlots believed him : and ye,
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that

ye might believe him.

THE HOUSEHOLDER.
Matt, xxi, 33 44.

There was a certain householder, who planted a

vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a

winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to

husbandmen, and went into a far country : and when
the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants

to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits

of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and
beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.

Again, he sent other servants more than the first:

and they did unto them likewise. But last of all

he sent unto them his son, saying, They will rever-

ence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the

son, they said among themselves, This is the heir;

come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inherit-

ance. And they caught him and cast him out of

the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord there-

fore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto

those husbandmen? they say unto him, He will

miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let

out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, who shall

render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith un-

to them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become
the head of the corner? this is the Lord's doing, and
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it is marvellous in our eyes. Therefore say I unto

you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you,
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits there-

of. And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be

broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind
him to powder.

THE KING'S SON.
Matt, xxii, 214.

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king
who made a marriage for his son, and sent forth

his servants to call them that were bidden to the wed-

ding; and they would not come. Again he sent forth

other servants, saying, Tell them who are bidden,

Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and

my failings are killed, and all things are ready : come
unto the marriage. But they made light of it, and
went their ways, one to his farm, another to his mer-
chandise : and the remnant took his servants, and
entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But when
the king heard thereof, he was wroth : and he sent

forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and
burned up their city. Then saith he to his servants,
the wedding is ready, but they which were bidden
were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways,
and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.
So those servants went out into the highways, and

gathered together all as many as they found, both

bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with

guests. And when the king came in to see the guests,
he saw there a man who had not on a wedding
garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how earn-

est thou in hither not having a wedding garment?
And he was speechless. Then said the king to the

servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him a-

No. 70 6
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way, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall

be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are

called but few are chosen.

THE TEN VIRGINS.
Matt xxv, 113.

The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten

virgins, who took their lamps, and went forth to

meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise,

and five were foolish. They who were foolish took

their lamps, and took no oil with them: but the

wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While
the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the

bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet him. Then
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your
oil ; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise an-

swered, saying, Not so ; lest there be not enough
for us and you: but go ye rather to them who sell,

and buy for yourselves. And while they went to

buy, the bridegroom came; and they who were ready
went in with him to the marriage: and the door

was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins,

saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and

said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch

therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour

wherein the Son of man cometh.

THE TALENTS.
Matt, xxv, 14 '30.

The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into

a far country, who called his own servants, and de-

livered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to

every man according to his several ability; and
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straightway took his journey. Then he that had

received the five talents went and traded with the

same and made them other five talents. And like-

wise he that had received two, he also gained other

two. But he that had received one, went and digged
in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long
time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckon-

eth with them. Ancl so he that had received five

talents came and brought other five talents, saying,

Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold,
I have gained beside them five talents more. His

lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faith-

ful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things,
I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou in-

to the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two

talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto

rne two talents: behold, I have gained two other tal-

ents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well

done good and faithful servant; thou hast been faith-

ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over

many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Then he who had received the one talent came and

said, Lord I knew thee that thou art an hard man,

reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering
where thou hast not strewed : and I was afraid, and
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou

hast that is thine. His lord answered and said un-

to him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou
knewest that I reap were 1 sowed not, and gather
where I have not strewed : thou oughtest therefore

to have put my money to the exchangers, and then

at my coming I should have received mine own with

usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give
it unto him who hath ten talents. For unto every
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one that hath shall be given, and he shall have a-

bundance: but from him that hath not shall be tak-

en away even that which he hath. And cast ye the un-

profitable servant into outer darkness: there shall

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

THE LAST JUDGMENT.
Matt. XXY, 3146.

When the son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon,
the throne of his glory: and before him shall be

gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from

the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right

hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King
say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed

of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world ; for I was an hung-
ered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye

gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in :

naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited

me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when
saw we theean-hungered, and fed thee: or thirsty,

and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger

and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto

thee? And the king shall answer and say unto them,

Verily I say unto you, In as much as ye have done

it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have

done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on

the left hand, Depart from me ye cursed, into ever-

Jasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for

I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was

thirsty, ancj ye gave me no drink : I was a stranger,
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and ye took me not in : naked, and ye clothed me
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.

Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when

saw we thee an-hungered, or a-thirst, or a stranger,

or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister

unto thee? then shall he answer them, saying, Veri-

ly I say unto you, in as much as ye did it not to one

of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these

shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the

righteous into life eternal.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN.
Luke x, 2537.

A certain lawyer stood up, and tempted Jesus, say*

ing, Master what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

he said unto him, What is written in the law? how
readest thou ? and he answering, said, Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with

all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all

thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he

said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do,

and thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify him-

self, said unto Jesus, and who is my neighbour? and

Jesus answering, said, A certain man went down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,

who stripped him of his raiment, and wounded

him, and departed, leaving him half-dead. And by
chance there came down a certain priest that way :

and when he saw him, he passed by on the other

side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the

place, came and looked on him, and passed by on

the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he jour-

neyed, came where he was; and when he saw him,

he had compassion on him, and went to him, and

bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and
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set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn,

and took care of him. And on the morrow, when
lie departed, lie took out two pence, and gave them
to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him:
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I cornea-

gain, 1 will repay thee. Which now of these three

thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell a-

inong the thieves? and he said, He that shewed mer-

cy on him ; then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou

likewise.

THE GREAT SUPPER.
Luke xiv, 1624.

A certain man made a great supper, and bade ma-

ny : and sent his servant at supper-time to say to

them that were bidden, Come; for all things are

now ready. And they all with one consent began
to make excuse, the first said unto him, T have bought
a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I

pray thee have me excused. And another said, I

have bought five yoke of oxen, and 1 go to prove
them: I pray thee have me excused. And another

said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come. So that servant came and shewed his lord

these things, then the master of the house, being an-

gry, said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets

and lanes of the city, and bring-in hither the poor
and the maimed and the halt and the blind. And
the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast com-
manded, and yet there is room. And the lord said

unto the servant, Go out into the highways and

hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house

may be filled. For I say unto you, That none of

those men who were bidden shall taste of my sup-

per.
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THE LOST SHEEP AND PIECES OF MONEY.
Luke xv, 410:

What man of you having an hundred sheep, if he

Jose one of them, cloth not leave the ninety and nine

in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost un-

til he find it? and when he hath found it he layeth
it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when he cometh

home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours,

saying unto them, Rejoice with me : for I have found

my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, That like-

wise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re-

penteth more than over ninety and nine just persons
who need no repentance. Either what woman hav-

ing ten pieces of silver, if she loose one piece, doth
not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek

diligently till she find it? and when she hath found

it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours togeth-

er, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the

piece which 1 had lost. Likewise I say unto you,
There is joy in the presence of the angels of God o-

ver one sinner that repenteth.

THE PRODIGAL SON.
Luke xv, 1132.

A certain man had two sons: and the younger
of them said to his father, Father, give me the

portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided

unto them his living. And not many days after,

the younger son gathered all together, and took his

journey into a far country, and there wasted his sub-

stance with riotous living. And when he had spent

all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and
he began to be in want. And he went and joined
himself to a citizen of that country ; and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have
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filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat:

and no man gave unto him. And when he came to

himself, he said, How many hired servants of my fa-

ther have bread enough and to spare, and I perish
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and
will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heav-

en and before thee, and am no more worthy to be

called thy son : make me as one of thy hired ser-

vants. And he arose and came to his father, but

when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck,
and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father,
I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and
am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the

father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe,
and put it on him ; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet: and bring hither the fatted calf,

and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: for this

my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and
is found. And they began to be merry. Now his

elder son was in the field : and as he came and drew

nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.
And he called one of the servants, and asked what
these things meant. And he said unto him, Thy
brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fat-

ted calf, because he hath received him safe and
sound. And he was angry, and would not go in;
therefore came his father out, and intreated him.

And he answering, said to his father, Lo, these many
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any
time thy commandment; and yet thou never gavest
me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends :

but as soon as this thy son was come, who hath de-

voured thy living with harlots, thou has killed for
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him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son,

thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

Jt was meet that we should make merry and be glad :

for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again;
and was lost, and is found.

THE UNJUST STEWARD.
Luke xvi, 113.

There was a certain rich man who had a steward;
and the same was accused unto him, that he had wast-

ed his goods. And he called him, and said unto him,
How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of

thy stewardship ; for thou mayest be no longer stew-

ard. Then the steward said within himself, What
shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the

stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.
I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out

of the stewardship, they may receive me into their

houses. So he called every one of his lord's debtors

unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest

thou unto my lord ? and he said, An hundred meas-
ures of oil, and he said unto him, Take thy bill, and
sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then said he to

another, And how much owest thou ? and he said,
An hundred measures of wheat, and he said unto

him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore. And the

lord commended the unjust steward because he had
done wisely : for the children of this world are in

their generation wiser than the children of light.
And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of

the mammon of unrighteousness; that when ye fail,

they may receive you into everlasting habitations.

He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful al-

so in much
;
and he that is unjust in the least, is un-

just also in much. If therefore ye have not been
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faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will com-
mit to your trust the true riches ? and if ye have not

been faithful in that which is another man's, who
shall give you that which is your own ? no servant

can serve two masters: for either he will hate the

one and love the other; or else he will hold to the

one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.

DIVES AND LAZARUS.
Luke, xvi, 1931.

There was a certain rich man, who was clothed in

purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every

day : and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
Vfho was laid at his gate full of sores, and desiring to

be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's

table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : the rich

man also died, and was buried ; and in hell he lifted

up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried,

and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in

water, and cool my tongue ; for i am tormented in

this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that

thou in thy lifetime, receivedst thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comfort-

ed, and thou art tormented. And besides all this,

between us and you there is a great gulf fixed ; so

that they who would pass from hence to you can-

not: neither can they pass to us that would come
from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore,

father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's

house ; for I have five brethren ; that he may testi-
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fy unto them, lest they also come into this place of

torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Mos-

es and the prophets ; let them hear them. And he

said, Nay, father Abraham, but if one went unto

them from the dead, they will repent. And he said

unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded tho* one rose from the

dead.

THE IMPORTUNATE FRIEND.
LUke xi, 513.

Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go un-

to him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend

me three loaves ; for a friend of mine in his journey
is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him:

and he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me
not: the door is now shut, and my children are with

me in bed ; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto

you, Tho' he will not rise and give him because he is

his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise

and give him as many as he needeth. And I say un-

to you, Ask, and it shall be given you : seek, and ye
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh receiveth ; and he that

seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall

be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you
that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he

ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? or if

he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? if

ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts un-

to your children : how much more shall your heav-

enly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask

him ?
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PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN".
Luke xviii, 10 14.

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the

one a pharisee, and the other a publican. The pha-
risee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I

thank thee that I am not as other men are, extor-

tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I pos-
sess. And the publican standing afar off, would not

lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote

upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a

sinner. I tell you, This man went down to his house

justified rather than the other : for every one that ex-

alteth himself shall be abased
;
and he that humbleth

himself shall be exalted.

THE TEN POUNDS.
Luke xix, 1227.

A certain nobleman went into a far country to re-

ceive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he

called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds,
and said unto them, Occupy till I come. But his cit-

izens hated him, and sent a message after him, say-

ing, We will not have this man to reign over us. And
it came to pass that when he was returned, having re-

ceived the kingdom, then he commanded these ser-

vants to be called unto him to whom he had given
the money, that he might know how much every
man had gained by trading ;

then came the first, say-

ing, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. And
he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because

thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou au-

thority over ten cities. And the second came, say-

ing, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And
he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.
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And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy

pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin : for

1 feared thee, because thou art an austere man : thou

takest up that thou layeclst not down, and reapest
that thou didst not sow. And he saith unto him,
Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wick-

ed servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere

man, taking up that I laid not do'wn, and reaping.
that I did not sow; wherefore then' gavest not thou

my money into the bank, that at my coming 1 might
have required mine own with usury ? and he said un-

to them that stood by, Take front him the pound,
and give it to him that hath ten pounds. And they
said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds. For I say
unto you, That unto every one who hath shatt be

given ; a-hd from Mm \?ho hath not, even that he

hath shall be taken away front him. But those mine

enemies, who would not that 1 should reign over

them, bring hither, and slay them before me.

THE BARREN FIG-TREE.
Luke xiii, 6 9.

A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vin'e-

yaVd; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and
found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his

vineyard, Behold, these three years 1 come seeking
fruit on this fig-tree, and find none: cut it down ; why
cumbereth it the ground ? and he answering said un-

(o him, Lo'rd, let it alone this year also, till I shall

tlisf about it, and dung it. And if it bear fruit, well :

and if not, then'
1

after that thou shalt cut it down.

No. 70.
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LYSIAS TO FELIX.
Acts xxiii, 2630.

Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor

Felix, sendeth greeting: this man was taken of the

Jews, and should have been killed of them; then

came I with an army, and rescued him, having un-

derstood that he was a Roman. And when I would

have known the cause wherefore they accused him,
I brought him forth into their council: whom I per-

ceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to

have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or

of bonds. And when it was told me, how that the

Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to

thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to

say before thee what they had against him. Farewell.

JAMES TO THE TWELVE TRIBES.

James a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus

Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered a-

broad, greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when

ye fall into divers temptations. Knowing this, that

the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let

patience have her perfect work, that ye may be per-

fect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack

wisdom let him ask of God, that giveth to all men

liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him. Outlet him ask in faith, nothing wavering;
for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven

with the wind and tossed. For let not that man
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord- A
double minded man is unstable in all his ways* I^fc
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the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is ex-

alted : but the rich, in that he is made low : because

as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For

the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it

withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth,

and the grace ot the fashion of it perisheth: so also

shall the rich man fade away in his ways. Blessed

is the man that endureth temptation : for when he is

tried he shall receive the crown of life, which the

Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no

man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempt-
eth he any man. But every man is tempted when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then,
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and

sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do
not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift, and

every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variable-

ness, neither shadow of turning. Of his own will be-

gat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a

kind of first-fruits of his creatures. Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow

to speak, slow to wrath: for the wrath of man work-
eth not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay a-

part all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and

receive with meekness the ingrafted word, which is

able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For
if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is

like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:
for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and

straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
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and cpntjaueth jtherein, he being not a forgetful ^e#-
er, but a doer of the work, this man sjiall be bles.sed

jn his d.eecL If any man among you seem to be re-

Jigipus, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth

his own heart, this man's religion is vain. Pure re-

ligion and undefiled before God and the Father is

this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their af-

fliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the

jvorld.

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Je-
sus Christ the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.
For if there come unto your assembly a man with a

gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also

a poor man in vile raiment; and ye have respect to

him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto

him, Sit thou here in a good place; aad say to the

poor, stand thou there, or sit here under my foot-

stool? are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are

become judges of evil thoughts? Hearken, my be-

loved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of

this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that love him ? But

ye have despised the poor, do not rich men oppress

you, and draw you before the judgment-seats? dv
not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which

ye are called ? if ye fulfil the royal law according to

the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-

self, ye do well: but if ye have respect to persons,

ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as trans-

gressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For

he that said, Do not commit adultery ;
said also, Do

not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou

kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law, So
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speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by
the law of liberty. For he shall have judgment
without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and

mercy rejoiceth against judgment. What doth It

profit, my brethren, tho' a man say he hath faith,

and have not works? can faith save him? if a broth-

er or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food ;

and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be

ye warmed, and filled; notwithstanding, ye give
them not those 'things which are needful to the

body; what doth it profit? even so, faith, if it hath

not works, is dead, being amite. Yea, a man may
Say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me
thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee

my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is

one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe,

and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that

faith without works is dead? was not Abraham our

father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac

his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was faith made per-
fect ? And thescripture was fulfilled which saith, A-
braham believed God, and it was imputed unto him
for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of

God. Ye see then how that by works a man is jus-

tified, and not by faith only. Likewise also, was not
Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had
received the messengers, and had sent them out an-

other way? for as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also.

My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that

we shall receive the greater condemnation. For in

many things we offend all. If any man offend not in

word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to

7*
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bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the

horses mouths, that they may obey us ; and we turn

about their whole body. Behold also the ships,

which, tho' they be so great, and are driven of fierce

winds, yet are they turned about with a very small

helm whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so

the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great

things, behold how great a matter a little fire kin-

dleth ! and the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity, so

is the tongue among our members, that it defileth

the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nar

ture ; and it is set on fire of hell. For every kind of

beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things
in the sea, is tamed and hath been tamed of man-
kind : but the tongue can no man tame: it is an un-

ruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we

God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men,
which are made after the similitude of God. Out
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing, arid cursing :

my brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth
a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water

and bitter? Can the fig-tree, my brethren, bear ol-

ive-berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain

both yield salt water and fresh. Who is a wise man
and endued with knowledge among you ? let him
shew out of a good conversation his works with meek-
ness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying, and
strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against
the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above,
but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying
and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of

mercy and good fruits, without .partiality, and with?
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out hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is $o.wn

in peace of them that make peace.
From whence come wars and fightings among you?

come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in

your members? ye lust, and have not: ye kill and

desire to have, and cannot obtain : ye fight and war,

yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and

receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may con-

sume it upon your lusts. Ye adulterers and adulter-

esses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is

enmity with God ? whosoever therefore wijl be a

friend of the world, is the enemy of God. Do ye
think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that

dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? but he giveth more

grace, wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud ;

but giveth grace unto the humble. Submit your-
selves therefore to God ; resist the devil, and he will

flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw

nigh to you, cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and pu-

rify your hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted,

and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to

mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you
up. Speak not evil one of another, brethren, he that

speaketh evil of his brother, and judjieth his broth-

er, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law:

but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the

law, but a judge. There is one law-giver, who is

able to save, and to destroy : who art thou that judg-
est another? go to now, ye that say, To day or to

morrow we will go into such a city, and continue

there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain : where-

as ye know not what shall be on the morrow, for

what is your life ? it is even a vapour that appeareth
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for a little time and then vanisheth away. For that

ye ought to say, If the Lord will we shall live, arid

do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your boast-

ings: all such rejoicing is evil. Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him
it is sin.

Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are

corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your

gold and silver is cankered ; and the rust of them
shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your
flesh as it were fire, ye have heaped treasure together
for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers

who have reaped down your fields, which is of you

kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them
which have reaped are entered into the ears of the

Lord of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the

earth, and been wanton ; ye have nourished your
hearts as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned
and killed the just: and he doth not resist you. Be

patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the

Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it,

until he. receive the early and latter rain. Be ye al-

so patient: stablish your hearts: for the coming of

the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against a-

iiother, brethren, lest ye be condemned; behold the

judge standeth before the door. Take my, brethren,

the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the

Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of

patience. Behold, we count them happy who en-

dure, ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have

seen the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pit-

iful and of tender mercy. But above all things, my
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brethren, gw,ear n,ot, neither by heaven, neither by
,the earth, neither by any other oath : but let your

yea be yea; and your nay, nay: lest ye faJl into

condemnation. Is any among you afflicted ? Jet

him pray; is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is

any sick among you ? let him call for the eiders of
the chur.ch ; and let .them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord : and the pray-
er of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall

raise him up; and if he have committed sins they
shall be forgiven him. Confess your fauljts one to

another, and pray one for another, that ye may be

jhealed, the effectual fervant prayer of a righteous
man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to

like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly thajt

jt might not rain : and it rained not on the earth by
the space of three years and six months. And he

prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 3th<e

earth brought forth her fruit. Brethren, if aqy pf

you do err from the truth, and one convert him ; let

him know, that he who converteth a sinner from the

error of his way, shall save a soul from death, aftcj.

shall hide a multitude of sins.

PAUL TO PHILEMON.

Paul a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our

brother, unto Philemon, our dearly beloved and
fellow-labourer. And to our belove,d Apphia and.

Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to 'the church in

tjiy house: grace to you and peace from God our

Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. J thank my Gqd,

making mention of thee ajways in my prayers, frearr

jng of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the

Lord Jesus, and toward all saints ; that the comjnu-
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nication of thy faith may becdme effectual by the ac-

knowledging of every good thing which is in you in

Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and consola-

tion in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are

refreshed by thee, brother. Wherefore, tho' I might
be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is

convenient, yet for'love's sake I rather beseech thee,

being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also a

prisoner of Jesus Christ. I beseech thee for my son

Onesimus, whom 1 have begotten in my bonds;
which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now

profitable to thee and to me: whom I have sent a-

gain : thou therefore receive him, that is mine own
bowels: whom I would have retained with me, that

in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in

the bonds of the gospel. But without thy mind

would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be

as it were of necessity, but willingly. For perhaps he

therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest

receive him for ever: not now as a servant, but a-

bove a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me,
but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and

in the Lord? if thou count me therefore a partner,
receive him as my self. If he hath wronged thee,

or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account. I

Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will re-

pay it: albeit, I do not say to thee how thou owest

unto me even thine own self besides. Yea, brother,

let me have joy of thee in the Lord
;
refresh my bow-

els in the Lord. Having confidence in -'thy
obedi-

ence, I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also

do more than I say. But withal prepare me also a

lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall

jbe given unto you. There salute thee Epaphras, my
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fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus; Marcus, Aristarchus,

Demas, Lucas, my fellow-labourers. The grace ofour

Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

ORATIONS.

MOSES REHEARSETH THE LAW, AND EXPOSTU-
LATES AND EXHORTS.

Deuteronomy v viii.

Moses called all Israel, and said unto them,
Hear O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I

speak in your ears this day, thai ye may learn them,
and keep, and do them. The Lord our God made a

covenant with us in Horeb. The Lord made not this

covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who
are all of us here alive this day. The Lord talked with

you face to face in the mount, out of the midst of the

fire. (I stood between the Lord and you at that

time, to shew you the word of the Lord : for ye were

afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into

the mount :) saying, I am the Lord thy God, who

brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the

house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other

gods before me. Thou shalt not make thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or

that is in the waters beneath the earth: thou shalt

not bow down thyself unio them, nor serve them:
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting

the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto

the third and fourth generation of them that hate

me, and shewing mercy unto thousands of them
that love me and keep my commandments. Thou
$halt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,
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for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh

his name in vain. Keep the sabbath day to sanctify

it, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee. Six

days thou shalt labour and do all thy work : but the

seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,

nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-

servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy

cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates;
that thy man-servant and thy maid-servaritrnay rest

afs well as thou. And remember that thou wast a

servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy
God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand

and by a stretched out arm : therefore the Lord thy
God commanded thee to keep tue sabbath day. Hon-
our thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God
hath commanded thee; that thy days may be pro-

longed, and that it may go well with thee, in the

land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou
shalt not kill. Neither shalt thou commit adultery.
Neither shalt thou steal. Neither shalt thou bear-

false witness against thy neighbour. Neither shalt

thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou

covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his man-

servant, or his maid-servant, his ox, or his ass, or

any thing that is thy neighbour's. These words the

Lord spake unto all youfr assembly, in the mount out

of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick

darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more.

And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and de-

livered them unto me. And it came to pass,-when ye
heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, (for

the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near

unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your
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elders; and ye said behold the Lord our God hath

shewed us his glory and his greatness, and we have

heard his voice out of the midst of the fire : we have

seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he

liveth. Now therefore why should we die? for this

great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of

the Lord our God any more, then we shall die. For
who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of

the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire*

as we have, and lived ? go thou near, and hear all

that the Lord our God shall say: and speak thou

unto us all that the Lord our God shall speak unto

thee ; and we will hear it, and do it. And the Lord
heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto

me ; and the Lord said unto me, I have heard the

voice of the words of this people which they have

spoken unto thee: they have well said all that

they have spoken. O that there were such an

heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep
all my commandments always, that it might be

well with them, and with their children for ever ! go
say to them, Get you into your tents again. But as

for thee, stand thou here by me, and i will speak
unto thee all the commandments, and the statutes,

and the judgments, which thou shall teach them,
that they may do them in the land which I give
them to possess it. Ye shall observe to do therefore

as the Lord your God hath commanded you : ye shall

not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. Ye
shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God
hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it

may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your
days in the land which ye shall possess.
Now these are the commandments, the statutes,

No. 70. 8
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and the judgments, which the Lord your God com-
manded to teach you, that ye might do them in the

land whither ye go to possess it: Thatthoumightest
fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his statutes and
his commandments, which I command thee, thou,
and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy
life, and that thy. days may be prolonged. Hear

therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it ; that it may
be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily,
as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee,

in the land that floweth with milk and honey.
Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord:
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine

heart, and with all thy soul, aaid with all thy might.
And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
\vhen thou sittest in thine house, and when thou

walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for

a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets

between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them up-
on the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. And it

shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have brought
thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers,

to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee

great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not,

and houses full of all good things, which thou fill-

edst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedstnot,

vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not;

when thou shalt have eaten and be full
;
then beware

lest thou forget the Lord which brought thee forth

out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.
Thou shall fear the Lord thy God, and serve him,
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and shalt swear by his name. Ye shall not go after

other gods, of the gods of the people which are

round about you ; (For the Lord thy God is a jealous
God among you) lest the anger of the Lord thy God
be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off

the face of the earth. Ye shall not tempt the Lord

your God, as ye tempted him in Massah. Ye shall

diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your
God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he
hath commanded thee. And thou shalt do that

which is right and good in the sight of the Lord:
that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest
go in and possess the good land which the Lord
sware unto thy fathers, to cast out all thine enemies

from before thee, as the Lord hath spoken. And
when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying,
What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and
the judgments, which the Lord our God hath com-
manded you ? then thou shalt say unto thy son, We
were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the Lord

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand : and
the Lord shewed signs and wonders, great and sore

upon Egypt, unto Pharoah and upon all his house-

hold, before our eyes: and he brought us out from

thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the

land which he sware unto our fathers. And the

Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear

the Lord our God, for our good always, that he

might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. And
it shall be our righteousness if we observe to do all

these commandments before the Lord our God, as

he hath commanded us.

When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the

land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast
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out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the

Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites,
and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites,

seven nations greater and mightier than thou
;
and

when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before

thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy
them: thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor

shew mercy unto them: neither shalt thou make

marriages with them ; thy daughter thou shalt not

give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take

unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from

following me, that they may serve other gods: so

will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you,
and destroy thee suddenly. But thus shall ye deal

with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break

down their images, and cut down their groves, and
burn their graven images with fire. For thou art an

holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto

himself, above all people that are upon the face of

the earth. The Lord did not set his love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were more in number
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all peo-

ple: but because the Lord loved you, and because

he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto

your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a

rnighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of

bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God,
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep his command^
nients to a thousand generations ; and repayeth them

that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will

cot be slack to him that hateth him, he will repaj
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him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the com

mandments, and the statutes, and the judgments^-
which I command thee this day, to do them. Where -

fore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judg-

ments, and keep, and do them, that the Lord thy
God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mer-

cy which he sware unto thy fathers : and he will love

thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee : he will also

bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of the land ;

thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase

of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land

which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee. Thou
shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be

male or female barren among you, or among your
cattle. And the Lord will take away from thee all

sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases of E-

gypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay
them upon all them that hate thee. And thou shalt

consume all the people which the Lord thy God shall

deliver thee; thine eyes shall have no pity upon
them : neither shalt Ihou serve their gods ; for that

will be a snare unto thee. Jf thou shalt say in thine

heart, These nations are more than I ; how can I dis-

possess them? thou shalt not be afraid of them:
but shalt well remember what the Lord thy God did

unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; the great temp-
tations which thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the

wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched

out arm, whereby the Lord thy God brought thee

out: so shall the Lord thy God do unto all the peo-

ple of whom thou art afraid. Moreover the Lord

thy God will send the hornet among them, until they
that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be des-

troyed. Thou shalt not be affrighted at them : for

8*
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the Lord thy God is among you, a mighty God and
terrible. And the Lord thy God will put out those

nations before thee by little and little: thou mayest
not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field

increase upon thee. But the Lord thy God shall

deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with

a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed. And
he shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou

shalt destroy their name from under heaven : there

shall no man be able to stand before thee, until thou

have destroyed them. The graven images of their

gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire

the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto

thee, lest thou be snared therein : for it is an abom-
ination to the Lord thy God. Neither shalt thou

bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be

a cursed thing like it: but thou shalt uttterly detest

it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed

thing.
All the commandments which I command thee this

day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and

multiply, and go in and possess the land which the

Lord sware unto your fathers. And thou shalt re-

member all the way which the Lord thy God led thee

these forty years in the wilderness to humble thee, and
to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,

whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or

no. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hun-

ger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest

not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might
make thee know that man doth not live by bread

only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the

mouth of the Lord doth man live. Thy raiment

waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell
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these forty years. Thou shalt also consider in thine

heart, that as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord

thy God chasteneth thee. Therefore thou shalt keep
the commandments of the Lord thy God, to walk in

his ways, and to fear him. For the Lord thy God

bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of

water, of fountains and depths that spring out of val-

leys and hills ; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines,

and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil-olive,

and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread

without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in

it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose
hills thou mayest digj brass. When thou hast eaten

and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God
for the good land which he hath given thee. Beware
that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keep-

ing his commandments, and his judgments, and his

statutes, which 1 command thee this day : lest, when,

thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly
houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and

thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is

multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then

thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord

thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; who led thee

through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein
were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought,
where there was no water; who brought thee forth

water out of the rock of flint; who fed thee in the

wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not,
that he might humble thee, and that he might prove
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end ; and thou

say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine
hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt re-
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member the Lord thy God : for it is hethatgiveth
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is

this day. And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the

Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve

them, and worship them, 1 testify against you this

day that ye shall surely perish. As the nations which

the Lord destroyeth before your face, so shall ye
perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the

voice of the Lord your God.

ISAIAH'S ADDRESS TO THE JEWS.
lsa ;ah i, 231.

Hear, O heavens; and give ear, O earth : for the

Lord hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me. The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib:

but Israel doth not know, my people doth not con-

sider. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniqui-

ty, a seed of evil doers, children that are corrupters;

they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the

Holy One of Jsrael unto anger, they are gone away
backward! Why should ye be stricken anymore?
ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick,

and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot

even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but

\vounds, and'bruises, and putrifying sores: they have

not been closed, neither bound up, neither molified

with ointment. Your country is desolate, your cities

are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it

in your presence, and it is desolate as overthrown by
strangers. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cot-

tage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucum-

bers, as a besieged city. Except the Lord of hosts

had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have
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been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto

Gomorrah. Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers

of Sodom ; give ear unto the law of our God, ye peo-

ple of Gomorrah. To what purpose is the multitude

of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord : I am full

of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed

beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks,
or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come to ap-

pear before me, who hath required this at your hand
to tread my courts ? bring no more vain oblations ; in-

cense is an abomination unto me : the new-moons and

sabbaths, the callingof assemblies I cannot away with ;

it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new-

moons, and your appointed feasts my soul hateth:

they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear

them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will

hide mine eyes from you : yea when ye make many
prayers, I will not hear : your hands are full of blood.

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of

your doings from before mine eyes ; cease to do evil ;

learn to do well ; seek judgment, relieve the oppres-
sed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: tho'

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;

tho' they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good
of the land : but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be
devoured with the sword : for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it. How is the faithful city become an
harlot! it was full of judgment ; righteousness lodg-
ed in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is become
dross, thy wine mixed with water. Thy princes are

rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one
loveth gifts, and folioweth after rewards : they judge
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not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the wid-

ow come unto them. 7'herefore saith the Lord, the

Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will

ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine
enemies: and I will turn my hand upon thee, and

purely purge away they dross, and take away all thy
tin. And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and

thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou

shalt be called, The city of righteousness, The faith-

ful city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment,
and her converts with righteousness. And the de-

struction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall

be together, ancl they that forsake the Lord shall be

consumed. For they shall ue ashamed of the oaks

which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded

for the gardens that ye have chosen. For ye shall

be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that

hath no water. And the strong shall be as tow, and

the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn

together, and none shall quench them.

JOB CONVICTED OF IGNORANCE AND WEAKNESS.
Job xxxviii, xxxix.

The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and

said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words

without knowledge? gird up now thy loins like a

man; for I' will demand of thee, and answer thou

me. Where wast thou when 1 laid the foundations

of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou know-

est? or who hath stretched the line upon it? where-

upon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who

jaid the corner-stone thereof? when the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted

for joy. Or who shut up the sea with doors, when
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it brake forth as if it had issued out of the womb?
when I made the cloud the garment thereof, and

thick darkness a swaddling-band for it, and brake up
for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, and

said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and

here shall thy proud waves be stayed. Hast thou

commanded the morning since thy days? and caus-

ed the day-spring to know his place? That it might
take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked

might be shaken out of it ? it is turned as clay to the

seal, and they stand as a garment. And from the

wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm
shall be broken. Hast thou entered into the springs
of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the

depth? have the gates of death been opened unto

thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of

death? hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth?

declare, if thou knowest it all. Where is the way
where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is

the place thereof, that thou shouldest take it to the

bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the

paths to the house thereof? knowest thou it because

thou wast then born? or because the number of thy
days is great? Hast thou entered into the treasures

of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the

hail, which I have reserved against the time of troub-

Je, against the day of battle and war? By what way is

the light parted, which scattereth the cast wind upon
the earth? who hath divided a watercourse for the

overflowing of waters? or a way for the lightning of

thunder; to cause it to rain on the earth, where no
man is? on the wilderness wherein there is no man ?

to satisfy the desolate and waste ground, and to cause

the bud of the tender herb to spring forth? hath the
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rain a father ? or who hath begotten the drops of

dew? out of whose womb came the ice? and the

hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it ? the

waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the

deep is frozen. Canst thou bind the sweet influences

of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion ? canst thou

bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou

guide Arcturus with his sons? knowest thou the or-

dinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion
thereof in the earth ? canst thou lift up thy voice to

the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee?

canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and

say unto thee, Here we are? who hath put wisdom
in the inward parts? or who hath given understand-

ing to the heart? who can number the clouds in wis-

dom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven, when
the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave

fast together? wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion ?

or fill the appetite of the young lions, when they
couch in their dens, and abide in their covert to lie in

wait? who provideth for the raven his food? when
his young ones cry unto God, they wander for lack

of meat.

Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the

rock bring forth ? or canst thou mark when the hinds

tlo calve? canst thou number the months that they
fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring
forth ? they bow themselves, they bring forth their

young ones, they cast out their sorrows. Their young
ones are in good liking, they grow up with corn ; they

go forth, and return not unto them. Who hath sent

out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands

of the wild ass? whose house I have made the wiK

deriress, and the barren laud his dwellings. lie
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gcorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth
he the crying of the driver. The range of the moun-
tains is his pasture, and he searcheth after every green

thing. Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, OP

abide by thy crib? Canst thou bind the unicorn

with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the

valleys after thee? Wilt thou trust him, because his

strength is great ? or wilt thou leave thy labour to

him? Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring
home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn ? Gavest
thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings
and feathers unto the ostrich? Which leaveth her

eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust, and

forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the

wild beast may break them. She is hardened agains$
her young ones, as tho* they were nother's: her la-

bour is in vain without fear; because God hath de-

prived her of wisdom, neither hath he imparted to

her understanding. What time she lifteth up her-

self on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider.

Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou cloth^

ed his neck with thunder? Canst thou make him a-

fraid as a grasshopper ? the glory of his nostrils is ter-

rible. He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his

strength : he goeth on to meet the armed men. He
mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ; neither turn-

eth he back from the sword. The quiver rattleth a-

gainst him, the glittering spear and the shield. He
swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: nei-

ther believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet.
He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha ; and he smel-

leth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains,
and the shouting. Doth the hawk fly by thy wis-

dom, and stretch her wings toward the south ? Dotli

No. 70. 9
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the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her
nest on high ? she dwelleth and abideth on the rock,

upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.
From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes be-

hold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood ;

and where the slain are, there is she.

CHRIST'S SERMON.
Matt, v, 3 to vii, 27.

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for

they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful : for

they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in

heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the

peacemakers: for they shall be called the children

of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for

righteousness* sake: for their's is the kingdom of

heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil

against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be

exceeding glad : for great is your reward in heaven :

for so persecuted they the prophets which were be-

fore you. Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the

salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?

it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out,

and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the

light of the world. A city that is set on a hill can-

not be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put
it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giv-

eth light unto all that are in the house. Let your

light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father who is in
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heaven. Think not that I am come to destroy the

Jaw, or the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but

to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and

earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever there-

fore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in

the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and

teach them, the same shall be called great in the

kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, That ex-

cept your righteousness shall exceed the righteous-
ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case

enter into the kingdom of heaven. Ye have heard

that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not

kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of

the judgment: but I say unto you, That whosoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in

danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say
to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the coun-
cil : but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in

danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift

to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother

hath aught against thee; leave there thy gift before

the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree
with thine adversary quickly, while thou art in the

way with "him; lest at any time the adversary deliver

thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the

officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say
unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence,
till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. Ye have
heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt

not commit adultery : but I say unto you, That who-
toever looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath
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committed adultery with her already hi his heart.

And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one

of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy

right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from

(hee : for it is profitable for thee that one of thy mem-
bers should perish, and not thatthy whole body should

be cast into hell. It hath been said, Whosoever shall

put away his wife, let him give her a writing of di-

vorcement: but I say unto you, That whosoever

shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of for-

nication, causeth her to commit adultery : and who-

soever shall marry her that is divorced, committeth

adultery. Again, ye have heard that it hath been

said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear

thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths :

but I say unto you, Svrear not at all ; neither by heav-

en; for it is God's throne: nor by the earth; for

it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is

the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou

swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one

hair white or black. But let your communication

be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more

than these cometh of evil. Ye have heard that it

hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a

tooth: but I say unto you, That ye resist not evil:

but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,

turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue

thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have

thy cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to

go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that

asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee

turn not thou away* Ye have heard that it hath
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been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate

thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your ene-

mies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully
use you, and persecute you ; that ye may be the

children of your Father who is in heaven : for he

maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For
if ye love them which love you, what reward have

ye? do not even the publicans the same? and if ye
salute your brethren only, what do ye more than

others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye there-

fore perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven
is perfect.

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men,
to be seen of them : otherwise ye have no reward of

your Father who is in heaven. Therefore when
thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet be-

fore thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, that they may have glory of men.

Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But
when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth : that thine alms may be
in secret: and thy Father who seeth in secret himself
shall reward thee openly. And when thou prayest,
thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they
Jove to pray standing in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men.

Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But

thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
who is in secret; and thy Father who seeth in se-

cret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray,
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do : for they

9*
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think that they shall be heard for their much speak*

ing. Be ye therefore not like unto them : for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before

ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye:
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in

earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de-

liver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For if

ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Fa-

ther will also forgive you : but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses. Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the

hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.

Verily 1 say unto you, They have their reward. But

thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash

thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to fast, but

unto thy Father who is in secret : and thy Father

whoseethin secret, shall reward thee openly. Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
rnoth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break

through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treas-

ures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-

rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor

steal: for where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also. The light of the body is the eye : if

therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body
fhall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that

is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness !

No man can serve two masters: for either he will
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h?<e the one, and love the other ; or else he will hold

to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve

God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what

ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall

put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the air; for they
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns;

yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not

much better than they? Which of you by taking

thought can add one cubit unto his stature? and

why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lil-

ies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei-

ther do they spin : and yet I say unto you, That even

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of

these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the

field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of

little faith ? therefore take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Where-
withal shall we be clothed ? (for after all these things
do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father

knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-

ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the

morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what

judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with

what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in

thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that

is in thine own eye ? or how wilt thou say to thy
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brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye;
and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? thou hyp*
ocrite, firs.t cast out the beam out of thine own eye;
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brother's eye: give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls beforeswine,
lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again
and rend you. Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek,

and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened un-

to you : for every one that asketh receiveth ; and he

that seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it

shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom
if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? or

if he ask a fish, willhe give him a serpent? if ye
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto

your children, how much more shall your Father

who is in heaven give good things to them that ask

him? therefore all things whatsoever ye would that

men should do to you, do ye even so to them : for

this is the law and the prophets. Enter ye in at the

strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the

way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be

who go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few

there be that find it. Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their

fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of

thistles? even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit: but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that

bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast

into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
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them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord*
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but

he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heav-

en. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done

many wonderful works? and then will I profess un-

to them, I never knew you : depart from me, ye that

work iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth these

sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, who built his house upon a rocks

and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the

winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell

not; for it was founded upon a rock. And every
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who
built his house upon the sand : and the rain descend-

ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house ; and it fell ; and great was the

fall of it.

CHRIST'S ORDINATION sERMbN.
Matt. x.

When Jesus had called unto him his twelve disci-

ples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to

cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease. Now the names of the twelve

apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called

Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of

Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and Barthol-

omew ; Thomas, and Matthew the publican ; James
the son of Alpheus, and Lebbeus, whose surname was
Thaddeus. Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscari-

ot, who also betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent

forth, and commanded them, saying, Go notmtp
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the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Sa-

maritans enter ye not : but go rather to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,

cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:

freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither

gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip
for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes,

nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his

meat. And into whatsoever city or town ye shall

fcnter, enquire who in it is worthy, and there abide

till ye go thence. And when ye come into a house,
salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace
come upon it : but if it be not worthy, let your peace
return to you. And whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that

house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Veri-

ly I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the

land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg-
ment, than for that city. Behold, I send you forth

as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore

wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware
of men : for they will deliver you up to the councils,
and they will scourge you in their synagogues; and

ye shall be brought before governors and kings, for

my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gen-
tiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought
how or what ye shall speak : for it shall be given you
in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not

ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which

speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up
the brother to death, and the father the child : and
the children shall rise up against their parents, and
cause them to be put to death. And ye shall he hat*
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ed of all men for my name's sake: but he that eiv-

dureth to the end shall be saved. But when they

persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for

verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over

the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. The

disciple is not above his master, nor the servant a-

bove his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he

be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they
have caJlt-d the master of the house Beelzebub, how
much more shall they call them of his household ?

Fear them not therefore : for there is nothing cover-

ed, that shall not be revealed ; and hid that shall

not be known. What I tell you in darkness, that

speak ye in light : and what ye hear in the ear, that

preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them
who kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:

but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a

farthing ? and one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye
are of more value than many sparrows. Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I con-

fess also before my Father who is in heaven. But

whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 1 also

deny before my Father who is in heaven. Think
not that I am come to send peace on earth : I come
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to

set a man at variance against his father, and the

daughter against her mother, and the daughter in

law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall

be they of his own household. He that loveth father

or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and

he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not
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worthy of me. And be that taketh not his cross, and
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that

findeth his life shall lose it : and he that loseth his life

for my sake shall find it. He that receiveth you re-

ceiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him
that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the

name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward ;

and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of

a righteous man, shall receive a righteous man's re-

ward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one
of these little ones, a cup of cold water only in the

name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in

no wise lose his reward.

CHRIST TEACHETH HUMILITY
AND FORGIVENESS.

Matt, xviii, i 20.

The disciples came unto Jesus, saying, Who is the

greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? and Jesus called

a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of

them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be

converted, and become as little children, ye shall not

enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever there-

fore shall humble himself as this little child, the same
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso
Shall receive one such little child in my name receiv-

eth me. Dut whoso shall offend one of these little

ones which believe in me, it were better for him that

a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he

were drowned in the depth of the sea. Wo unto

the world because of offences ! for it must needs be

that offences come; but woe to that man by whom
the offence cometh ! wherefore if thy hand or thy
foot offend thee, cut them off, and ca*t them from

thee : it is better for thee to enter into life halt of
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maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to

be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend

thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better

for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than

having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. Take heed
that ye despise not one of these little ones ; for I say
unto you, That in heaven their angels do always be-

hold the face of my Father who is in heaven. For
the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.

How think ye? If a man have an hundred sheep,
and one of them be gone astray, cloth he not leave

the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains,
and seeketh that which is gone astray ? and if so be
that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which
went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your
Father who is in heaven, that one of these little ones

should perish. Moreover if thy brother shall tres-

pass against thee, go and tell him his fault between

thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast

gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee,

then take with thee one or two more, that in the

mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be

established. And if he shall neglect to hear them,
tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the

church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and
a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and

whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in

heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you
shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who
is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered to-

gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

No. 70. 10
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CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE PLAIN.
Luke vi, 2048.

Jesus lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said,
Blessed be ye poor : for your's is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are ye that hunger now : for ye shall be filled.

Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh.
Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and when

they shall separate you from their company, and
shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil,

for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day,
and leap for joy: for behold your reward is great in

heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers un-

to the prophets. But wo unto you that are rich ! for

ye have received your consolation. Wo unto you
that are full ! for ye shall hunger. Wo unto you that

laugh now ! for ye shall mourn and weep. Wo un-

to you when all men shall speak well of you ! for so

did their fathers to the false prophets. But I say un-

to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to

them who hate you, bless them who curse you, and

pray for them who despitefully use you. And un-

to him that smiteth thee on the one cheek, offer also

the other; and him who taketh away thy cloak, for-

bid not to take thy coat also. Give to every man
that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away
thy goods, ask them not again. And as ye would
that men should do to you, do ye also to them like-

wise. For if ye love them who love you, what
thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love

them. And if ye do good to them who do good to

you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even
the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope
to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend

to sinners, to receive as much again. But love \e
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your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for

nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and

ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is

kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye
therefore merciful, as your Father, also is merciful.

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged : condemn not,
and ye shall not be condemned ; forgive, and ye shall

be forgiven. Give, and it shall be given unto you ;

good measure, pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give unto your bosom.
For with the same measure that ye mete withal, itshall

be measured to you again And he spake a parable
unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they
not both fall into the ditch? the disciple is not above
his master; but every one who is perfect shall be as

his master. And why beholdest thou the mote that

is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? Either how canst thou say
to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that

is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the

beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast

out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then

shaltthou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy
brother's eye. For a good treebringeth not forth cor-

rupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth

good fruit. For every tree is known by his own
fruit : for of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a

bramble-bush gather they grapes. A good man out

of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that

which is good ; and an evil man out of the evil treas-

ure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil:

for of the abundance ofthe heart his mouth speaketh.
And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the

things which 1 say? Whosoever cometh to me and
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heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you
to whom he is like: he is like a man who built a

house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on
a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat

vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it:

for it was founded upon a rock. But he that hear-

eth, and doeth not, is like a man who without a

foundation built a house upon the earth; against
which the stream did beat vehemently, and immedi-

ately it fell : and the ruin of that house was great.

CHRIST REPROVES THE PHARISEES

SCRIBES, AND LAWYERS.
Luke xi, 3752.

As Jesus spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to

dine with him : and he went in, and sat down to

meat. And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled

that he had not first washed before dinner. And the

Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make
clean the outside of the cup and the platter ; but your
inward part is full of ravening and wickedness. Ye
fools! did not he who made that which is without

make that which is within also? but rather give alms

of such things as ye have
; and, behold, all things are

clean unto you. But wo unto you, Pharisees! for

ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and

pass over judgment and the love of God : these ought
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Wo unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost
seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for

ye are as graves which appear not, and the men who
walk over them are not aware of them. Then an-

swered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Mas-

ter, thus saying thou reproachest us also. And he
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said, Wo unto you also, ye lawyers ! for ye lade men
with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves
touch not the burdens with one of your fingers. Wo
unto you ! for ye build the sepulchres of the proph-
ets, and your fathers killed them. Truly ye bear

witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for

they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepul-
chres. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I

"will send them prophets and apostles, and some of

them they shall slay and persecute: that the blood

of all the prophets, which was shed from the founda-

tion of the world, maybe required of this generation ;

from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias,
who perished between the altar and the temple: verily
I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.
Wo unto you, lawyers ! for ye have taken away the

key of knowledge: ye enter not in yourselves, and
them that were entering in ye hindered.

CHRIST'S DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS.
Johniii, 1 21.

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico-

demus, a ruler of the Jews : the same came to Jesus

by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that

thou art a teacher come from God : for no man can
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be
with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Veri-

ly, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nico-

demus saith unto him, How can a man be born when
he is old ? can he enter the second time into his moth-

er's womb, and be born ? Jesus answered, Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of wa-

ter and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God. That which is born of the flesh is

10*
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flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born

again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou

hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence
it cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that

is born of the Spirit. Nicoclemus answered and said

unto him, How can these things be ? Jesus answered

and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things? Verily, verily, I say un-

to thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that

we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. If I

have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how
shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? and
no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that

came down from heaven, even the Son of man who
is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in

the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lift-

ed up: that whosoever believeth in him should not

perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have

everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the

world to condemn the world; but that the world

through him might be saved. He that believeth on
him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is

condemned already, because he hath not believed in

the name of the only begotten Son of God. And
this is the condemnation, that light is come into the

world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be-

cause their deeds were evil. For every one that do-

eth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,

lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doetb
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may t*e

made manifest, that .they are wrought in God.
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CHRIST'S LAST INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS DISCIPLES.
John xiv and xr.

Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and

prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re-

ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the

way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we
know not whither thou goest ; and how can we know
the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth

ye know him, and have seen him. Philip saith un-
to him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with

you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest thou then, shew us the Father? Believest thou
not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of my-
self : but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me: or else believe me for the very
works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do al-

so ; and greater works than these shall he do; be-
cause I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall

ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in

my name, I will do it. If ye love rne keep my com-
mandments. And I will pray the Father, and he
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shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide

with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth ; whom
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not,

neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not

leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a

little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye
see me; because I live, ye shall live also. At that

day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye
in me, and I in you. He that hath my command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is thatloveth me:
and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father,
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it

that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto

the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, Jfa
man love me, he will keep my words : and my Father

will love him, and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth
not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not

mine, but the Father's which sent me. These things
have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.
But the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with

you, my peace I give unto you : not as the world giv-
eth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,

neither let it be afraid. Ye have heard how I said

unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If

ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go
unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.

And now I have told you before it come to pass, that,

when it is come to pass, ye might believe. liereaf-
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ter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of

this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But
that the world may know that I love the Father ; and
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I

do. Arise, let us go hence.

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband-
man. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit,

he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

Now ye are clean through the word which I have

spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide

in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth

in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is

withered ; and men gather them, and cast them into

the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me*
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye
be my disciples. As the Father ha 4

h loved me, so

have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as 1 have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in his love. These things have I spoken
unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full. This is my command-
ment, That ye love one another, as I have loved

you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Hence-
forth I call you not servants ; for the servant know-
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eth not what his lord doeth : but I have called you
friends ; for all things that I have heard of my Father

I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen

me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that

ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of

the Father in my name, he may give it you. These

things I command you, that ye love one another. If

the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before

it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world

would love his own: but because ye are not of the

world, but I have chosen you out of the world, there-

fore the world hateth you. Remember the word
that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than

his lord, If they have persecuted me, they will also

persecute you ;
if they have kept my saying, they

will keep your's also. But all these things will they
do unto you for my name's sake, because they know
not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken
unto them, they had not had sin : but now they have

no cloak for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my
Father also. If I had not clone among them the

works which none other man did, they had not had
sin : but now have they both seen and hated both me
and my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the

word might be fulfilled that is written in their law,

They hated me without a cause. But when the Com-
forter is come, whom I will send unto you from the

Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth
from the Father, he shall testify of me: and ye also

shall bear witness, because ye have been with me
from the beginning,
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PETER'S ADDRESS TO CORNELIUS.
Acts x, 34r-i3.

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth

I perceive that God is no respecter of persons : but

in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh.

righteousness, is accepted with him. The word
which God sent unto the children of Israel, preach-

ing peace by Jesus Christ : (he is Lord of all :) that

word, I say, ye know, which was published through-
out all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the bap-
tism which John preached ; how God anointed Je-
sus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with pow-
er : who went about doing good, healing all who were

oppressed of the devil ; for God was with hiny. And
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the

land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem ;
whom they slew

and hanged on a tree: him God raised up the third

day, and shewed him openly ; not to all the people,
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us,

who did eat and drink with him after he rose from
the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto

the people, and to testify that it is he who was or-

dained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.

To him give all the prophets witness, that through
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive

remission of sins.

PAUL'S DEFENCE BEFORE KING AGRIPPA.
Actsxxvi,2 23.

I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall

answer for myself this day before thee touching all

the things whereof I am accused of the Jews : espec-

ially because I know thee to be expert in all customs

and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore

I beseech thee to hear me patiently. My manner of
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life from my youth, which was at the first among
mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews ;

who knew me from the beginning, if they would

testify, that after the most straitest sect of our relig-
ion 1 lived a Pharisee. And now I stand and am
judged for the hope of the promise made of God un-

to our fathers : unto which promise our twelve tribes,

instantly serving God day and night, hope to come.
For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused

of the Jews. Why should it be thought a thing in-

credible with you, that God should raise the dead?
I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do ma-

ny things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

Which thing I also did in Jerusalem : and many of

the saints did I shut up in prison, having received

authority from the chief priests; and when they were

put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I

punished them oft in every synagogue, and compel-
led them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad
against them, I persecuted them even unto strange
cities. Whereupon as I went to Damascus with au-

thority and commission from the chief priest^ at

midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heav-

en, above the brightness of the sun, shining round

about me and them which journeyed with me; And
when we were all fallen to the earth, 1 heard a voice

speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue,

Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me! it is hard for

thee to kick against the pricks. And I said, Who
art thou, Lord ? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou

persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet : for

I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make
thee a minister and a witness both of these things

which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which
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I will appear unto thee ; delivering thee from the peo-

ple, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send

thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark-

ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inhei>

itance among them who are sanctified by faith that

is in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not

disobedient unto the heavenly vision : but shewed

first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and

throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the

Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God,
and do works meet for repentance. For these causes

the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about

to kill me. Having therefore obtained help of God,
I continue unto this clay, witnessing both to small and

great, saying none other things than those which the

prophets and Moses did say should come : that Christ

should suffer, and that he should be the first that

should rise from the dead, and should shew light un-
to the people, and to the Gentiles.

PAUL ON THE EXCELLENCE OF CHARITY,
1 Cor.xiii.

Tho' I speak with the tongues of men and of an-

gels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And tho' I have the

gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and
all knowledge; and tho' I have all faith, so that I

could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing. And tho' I bestow all my goods to feed the

poor, and tho' I give my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffer-

eth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
No. 70. 11
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one of another. Having then gifts differing accord-

ing to the grace that is given to us, whether prophe-
cy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of

faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering:
or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhort-

eth, on exhortation : he that giveth, let him do it

\vith simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he
thatsheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be
without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned

one to another with brotherly love; in honour pre-

ferring one another ; not slothful in business ; fervent

inspirit; serving the Lord ; rejoicing in hope; pa-
tient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hos-

pitality. Bless them which persecute you : bless,

and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind
one toward another. Mind not high things, but con-

descend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your
own conceit. Recompense to no man evil for evil.

Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it

be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not your-

selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is

written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the

Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him ;

if he thirst, give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt

heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of

evil, but overcome evil with good.
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.

For there is no power but of God: the powers that

be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore re-

sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God :
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and they that resist shall receive to themselves dam-
nation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but

to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the pow-
er ; do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise
of the same: for he is the minister of God to thee

for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be a

fraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he
is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath

upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs

be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience

sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they
are God's ministers, attending continually upon this

very thing. Render therefore to ail their dues: tri-

bute to whom tribute is due: custom to whom cus-

tom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for

he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For

this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not

kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false

witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in

this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour :

therefore Jove is the fulfilling of the law. And that,

knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day
is at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of

darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let
us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and

drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not

in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and make not provision for the flesh to ful-

fil the lusts thereof.

11*
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HISTORIES.

JOSEPH.
Genesis xxxvii, xxxix to xlv.

Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was
a stranger, in the land of Canaan. Joseph, being
seventeen years old was feeding the flock with his

brethren ; and the lad was with the sons ofBilhah, and
with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives : and Joseph
brought unto his father their evil report. Now Israel

loved Joseph more than all his children, because he
was the son of his old age : and he made him a coat of

many colours. And when his brethren saw that

their father loved him more than all his brethren,

they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto

him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it

his brethren : and they hated him yet the more. And
he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which

I have dreamed : for, behold, we were binding sheaves

in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood

upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round a-

bout, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And his

brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over

us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? and

they hated him yet the more for his dreams and for

his words. And he dreamed yet another dream,
and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have

dreamed a dream more ; and, behold, the sun and
the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren : and
his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is

this dream thct thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down



HISTORIES. 127

ourselves to thee to the earth? and his brethren en-

vied him; but his father observed the saying. And
his brethren went to feed their father's flock in She-

chem. And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy
brethren feed the flock in Shechem ? come, and I will

send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am
I. And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether

it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks ;

and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the

vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. And a

certain man found him, and, behold, he was wander-

ing in the field : and the man asked him, saying,
What seekest thou ? and he said, I seek my brethren:

tell me, I pray thee, wheie they feed their flocks.

And the man said, They are departed hence; for I

heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph
went after his brethren, and found them in ^Dothan.

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came
near unto them, they conspired against him to slay
him. And they said one to another, Behold, this

dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us

slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will

say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we
shall see what will become of his dreams. And Reu-
ben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands;
and said, Let us not kill him. And Reuben said un-

to them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit

that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him;
that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver

him to his father again. And it came to pass, when

Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript

Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that

was on him ; and they took him, and cast him into

git : and the pit was empty, there was no water in
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it. And they sat down to eat bread : and they lift*

(1 up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company
of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels,

bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry
it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren,

What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his

blood ? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites,

and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our

brother and our flesh. And his brethren were con-

tent. Then there passed by Midianites merchant-

men ; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the

pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty

pieces of silver : and they brought Joseph into Egypt.
And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold, Jo-

seph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. And
he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is

not; and I, whither shall I go? and they took Jo-

seph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dip-

ped the coat in the blood; and they sent the coat of

many colours, and they brought it to their father,

and said, This have we found : know now whether it

be thy son's coat or no. And he knew it, and said,

It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him ;

Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins,

and mourned for his son many days. And all his

sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him;
but he refused to be comforted ; and he said, For I

xvill go down into the grave unto my son mourning.
Thus his father wept for him. And the Midianites

sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pha-

raoh's, and captain of the guard.
And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Pot-

jphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an
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Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites,

who had brought him down thither. And the

Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man ;

and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian*
And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and
that the Lord made ail that he did to prosper in his

hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he
served him : and he made him overseer over his house,
and all that he had he put into his hand. And it came
to pass from the time that he had made him overseer

in his house, and over all that he had, that the Lord
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and
the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in

the house, and in the field. And he left all that he
had in Joseph's hand ; and he knew not aught he

iad, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph
was a goodly person, and well favoured. And ifc

came to pass after these things, that his master's wife

cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with.

me. But he refused, and said unto his master's wife,

Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in

the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to

my hand ; there is none greater in this house than I ;

neither hath he kept back any thing from me but

thee, because thou art his wife; how then can I do
this great wickedness, and sin against God? and it

came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day,
that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to

be with her. And it came to pass about this time,

that Joseph went into the house to do his business;

and there was none of the men of the house there

within. And she caught him by his garment, say-

ing, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her

hajid, and fled, and got him out. And it came to
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pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in

her hand, and was fled forth, that she called unto

the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying,

See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock
us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried

with a loud voice: and it came to pass, when he
heard that 1 lifted up my voice and cried, that he

left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.

And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord

came home. And she spake unto him according to

these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou

hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:
and it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried,

that he left his garment with me, and fled out. And
it came to pass, when his master heard the words of

his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this

manner did thy servant tome; that his wrath was

kindled. And Joseph's master took him, and put
him into the prison, a place where the king's prison-
ers were bound : and he was there in the prison. But
the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy,
and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the

prison. And the keeper of the prison committed to

Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the pris-

on; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer

of it. The keeper of the prison looked not to any

thing that was under his hand; because the Lord
was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made
it to prosper.
And it came to pass after these things, that the but-

ler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended

their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was

wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of

the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. And
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he put them in ward in the house of the captain of

the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph
was bound. And the captain of the guard charged

Joseph with them, and he served them : and they
continued a season in ward. And they dreamed a

dream both of them, each man his dream in one

night, each man according to the interpretation of

his dream, the bucler and the baker of the king of

Egypt, which were bound in the prison. And Jo-

seph came in unto them in the morning, and looked

upon them, and, behold, they were sad. And he
asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the

ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye
so sadly to day? and they said unto him, We have
dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.

And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations

belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. And the

chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to

him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me;
and in the vine were three branches: and it was as

tho' it budded, and her blossoms shot forth ; and the

clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes: and Pha-
raoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes,
and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the

cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto him,
This is the interpretation of it: The three branches

are three days: yet within three days shall Pharaoh
lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place:
and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand,
after the former manner when thou wast his butler.

But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and
shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make men-
tion of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this

house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the land



132 HISTORIES.
.^..^>.>M

of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing
that they should put me into the dungeon. When
the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good,
he said unto Joseph, 1 also was in my dream, and,
behold, I had three white baskets on my head : and
in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of

bakemeats for Pharaoh: and the birds did eat them
out of the basket upon my head. And Joseph ans-

\vered and said, This is the interpretation thereof:

The three baskets are three days: yet within three

days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and
shall hang thee on a tree: and the birds shall eat thy
flesh from off thee. And it came to pass the third

day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a

feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head

of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his

servants. .And he restored the chief butler unto his

butlership again ; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's

hand : but he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had

interpreted to them, Yet did not the chief butler

remember Joseph, but forgat him.

And it came to pass at the end of two full years,
that Pharaoh dreamed : and, behold, he stood by the

river. And, behold, there came up out of the river

seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed ; and they
fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven other kine

came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and

leanfleshed ;
and stood by the other kind upon the

brink of the river. And the ill favoured and lean-

fleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and

fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept and

dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears

of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good.

And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east
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wind sprang up after them. And the seven thin care

devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh

awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. And it came
to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled;
and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt,
and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them
his dream; but there was none that could interpret
them unto Pharaoh. Then spake the chief butler

unto Pharaoh, sa)ing, I do remember my faults this

day: Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put
me in ward in the captain of the guard's hotife, both

me and the chief baker: and we dreamed a dream
in one night, land he; we dreamed each man ac-

cording to the interpretation of his dream. And
there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew,
servant to the captain of the guard; and we told

him, and he interpreted to us our di earns; to each
man according to his dream he did interpret. And
it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was;
me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.
Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they

brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he
shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came
in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I

have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can

interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou

canst understand a dream to interpret it. And Jo-

seph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God
shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. And Pha-

raoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood

upon the bank of the river : and, behold, there came

up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well fa-

voured ; and they fed in a meadow : and behold,
seven other kine came up after them, poor and very
No. 70. 12
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ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in

all the land of Egypt for badness: and the lean and
the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat

kine: and when they had eaten them up, it could
not be known that they had eaten them ; but thev
were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I

awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold,
seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good : and,
behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with
the east wind, sprung up after them: and the thin

ears devoured the seven good ears: and 1 told this

unto the magicians; but there was none that could
declare it to me. And Joseph said unto Pharaoh,
The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed
Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good
kine are seven years ; and the seven good ears are

seven years: the dream is one. And the seven thin

and ill favoured kine that came up after them are

seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with

the east wind shall be seven years of famine. This
is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh:
What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.

Behold, there come seven years of great plenty

throughout all the land of Egypt: and there shall a-

rise after them seven years of famine; and all the

plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and
the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason

of that famine following; for it shall be very griev-
ous. And for that the dream was doubled unto Pha-
raoh twice; it is because the thing is established by
God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Now
therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and

\vise, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pha-
raoh do this, and Jet him appoint officers over thd
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land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt
in the seven plenteous years. And let them gather
all the food of those good years that come, and lay

up corn under the hand of Pharaoh; and let them

keep food in the cities. And that food shall be for

store to the land against the seven years of famine,
which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land

perish not through the famine. And the thing was

good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all

his servants. And Pharaoh said unto his servants,

Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the

Spirit of God is? and Pharaoh said unto Joseph,
Forasmuch as God hath Chewed thee all this, there

is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt

be over my house, and according unto thy word shall

all my people be ruled : only in the throne will I be

greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph,

See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. And
Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it

upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of

fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; and

he made him to ride in the second chariot which he

had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and

he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and with-

out thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all

the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph's
name Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave him to wife

Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On.

And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.
And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood be-

fore Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out

from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout
all the land of Egypt. And in the seven plenteous
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years the earth brought forth by handfuls. And he

gathered up all the food of the seven years, which

were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in

the cities: the food of the field, which was round a-

bout every city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph

gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, un-

til he left numbering; for it was without number.

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years
of famine came, which Asenath, the daughter of Po-

tipherah, priest of On, bare unto him. And Joseph
called the name of the firstborn Manasseh : For God,
said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my
father's house And the name of the second called

he Ephraim : for God hath caused me to be fruitful

in the land of my affliction. And the seven years of

plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were

ended. And the seven years of dearth began to

come, according as Joseph had said : and the dearth

was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there

was bread. And when nil the land of Egypt was

famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread:

and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto

Joseph; what he saith to you, do. And the famine

was over all the face of the earth : and Joseph open-
ed all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians;
and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt.
And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to

buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all

lands.

Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt,

Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon
another ? and he said, Behold, I have heard that there

is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for

us from thence ;
that we may live, and not die. And
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Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in E-

gypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent

not with his brethren ; for he said, Lest peradventure
mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to

buy corn among those that came: for the famine was
in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was the gover-
nor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the

people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came,
and bowed down themselves before him with their

faces to the earth. And Joseph saw his brethren,
and he knew them, but made himself strange unto

them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said un-

to them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the

land of Canaan to buy food. And Joseph knew his

brethren, but they knew not him. And Joseph re-

membered the dreams which he dreamed of them,
and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the naked-

ness of the land ye are come. And they said unto

him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants

come. We are all one man's sons ; we are true men,

thy servants are no spies. And he said unto them,

Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are

come. And they said, Thy servants are twelve

brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Cana-

an; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our

father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto them,
That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies:

hereby ye shall be proved: by the life of Pharaoh ye
shall not go forth hence, except your youngest bro-

ther come hither. Send one of you, and Jet him
fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison,

that your words may be proved, whether there be

any truth in you : or else by the life of Pharaoh sure-

ly ye are spies. And he put them all together into

12*
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ward three days. And Joseph said unto them the

third day, This do, and live; for 1 fear God. If ye
be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in

the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the
famine of your houses: but bring your youngest bro-

ther unto me; so shall your words be verified, and

ye shall not die. And they did so. And they said

one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our

brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when
lie besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is

this distress come upon us. And Reuben answered

them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not

sin against the child ; and ye would not hear? there-

lore, behold, also, his blood is required. And they
knew not that Joseph understood them ; for he spake
unto them by an interpreter. And he turned him-

self about from them, and wept ; and returned to

them again, and communed with them, and took

from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.
Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with

corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack,
and to give them provision for the way: and thus

did he unto them. And they laded their asses with

the corn, and departed thence. And as one of them

opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn,

he espied his money ; for, behold, it was in his sack's

mouth. And he said unto his brethren, My money
is restored ; and, lo, it is even in my sack : and their

heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one

to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?

and they came unto Jacob their father unto the land

of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them;

saying, The man, who is the lord of the land, spake

roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country*
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And we said unto him, We are true men ; we are no

spies: we be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one

is not, and the youngest is this day with our father

in the land of Canaan. And the man, the lord of

the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that

ye are true men ; leave one of your brethren here

with me, and take food for the famine of your house-

holds, and be gone: and bring your youngest broth-

er unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies,

but that ye are true men: so will 1 deliver you your
brother, and ye shall traffic in the land. And it came
to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold eve-

ry man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when
both they and their father saw the bundles of money,
they were afraid. And Jacob tbeir father said unto

them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin
away: all these things are against me. And Eeuben

spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I

bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand,
and I will bring him to thee again. And he said,

My son shall not go down with you ; for his brother

is dead', and he is left alone: if mischief befall him

by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring
down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.
And the famine was sore in the land. And it came

to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they
had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto

them, Go again, buy us a little food. And Judah
spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly pro-
test unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except
your brother be with you. If thou wilt send our

brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food :

but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down :
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for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face,

except your brother be with you. And Israel said,

Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man
whether ye had yet a brother? and they said, The
man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kin-

dred, saying, is your father yet alive? have yean-
other brother? and we told him according to the

tenor of these words: could we certainly know that

he would say, Bring your brother down ? and Judah
said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and
we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die,

both we, and thou, and also our little ones. 1 will be

surety for him: of my hand shalt thou require him :

if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee,

then let me bear the blame for ever: for except we
!had lingered, surely now we had returned this second

time. And their father Israel said unto them, If it

must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in

the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a

present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and

myrrh, nuts, and almonds ; and take double money in

your hand ; and the money that was brought again in

the mouth <>f your sacks, carry it again in your hand;

perad venture it was an oversight: take also your broth-

er, and arise, go again unto the man: and God Al-

mighty give you mercy before the man, that he may
send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I

be bereaved of my children, 1 am bereaved. And
the men took that present, and they took double

money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up,
and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said

to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and

slay, and make ready ;
for these men shall dine with
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meat noon. And the man did as Joseph bade; and
the man brought the men into Joseph's house. And
the men were afraid, because they were brought in-

to Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the

money that was returned in our sacks at the first

time, are we brought in ; that he may seek occasion

against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bond-

men, and our asses. And they came near to the

steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with

him at the door of the house, and said, O sir, we
came indeed down at the first time to buy food : and
it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we o-

pened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money
was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full

weight: and we have brought it again in our hand.

And other money have we brought down in our hands
to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in

our sacks. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not:

your God, and the God of your father, hath given

you treasure in your sacks : I had your money. And
he brought Simeon out unto them. And the man
brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them

water, and they washed their feet ; and he gave their

asses provender. And they made ready the present

against Joseph came at noon : for they heard that

they should eat bread there. And when Joseph came
home, they brought him the present which was in

their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to

him to the earth. And he asked them of their wel-

fare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of

whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? and they answer-

ed, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet
alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made
obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw hia
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brother Benjamin, his mother's son. and said, Is this

your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me?
and he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son.

And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn

upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and
he entered into his chamber, and wept there. And
he washed his face, and went out, and refrained him-

self, and said, Set on bread. And they set on for

him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for

the Egyptians who did eat with him, by themselves:

because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the

Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the E-

gyptians. And they sat before him, the firstborn

according to his birthright, and the youngest ac-

cording to his youth : and the men marvelled one at

another. And he took and sent messes unto them
from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times

so much as any of their's. And they drank, and
were merry with him.

And he commanded the steward of his house, say-

ing, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they
can carry, and put every man's monev in his sack's

mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's

mouth of the youngest, and his corn-money. And
he did according to the word that Joseph had spok-
en. As soon as the morning was light, the men were

sent away, they a nd their asses. And when they were

gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said

unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and
when thou dost overtake them, say unto them,
'Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? is not

this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby in-

deed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.
And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these
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same words. And they said unto him, Wherefore
saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy ser-

vants should do according to this thing: behold, the

money, which we found in our sack's mouths, we
brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan:
how then should we steal out of thy lord's house sil-

ver or gold ? with whomsoever of thy servants it be

found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's

bondmen. And he said, Now also let it be accord-

ing unto your words: he with whom it is found shall

be my servant; and ye shall be blameless. Then

they speedily took down every man his sack to the

ground, and opened every man his sack. And he

searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the

youngest : and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man
his ass, and returned to the city. And Judah and
his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet
there: and they fell before him on the ground. And

Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye
have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can cer-

tainly divine? And Judah said, What shall we say
unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall

we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity
of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants,

both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.

And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but

the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be

my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace un-

to your father. Then Judah came near unto him,
and said, O my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee,

speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine an-

ger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as

Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, Have



H4 HISTORIES.

ye a father, or a brother? and we said unto my lord,
We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old

age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he a-

Jope is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down
unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And
\ve said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his fa-

iher: for if he should leave his father, his father

would die. And thou saidst unto thy servants, Ex-

cept your youngest brother come down with you, ye
shall see my face no more. And it came to pass
when we came up unto thy servant, my father, we
told him the words of my lord. And our father said,

Go again, and buy us a little food. And we said,

We cannot go down : if our youngest brother be with

us, then will we go down : for we may not see the

man's face, except our youngest brother be with us.

And thy servant, my father, said unto us, Ye know
that my wife bare me swo sons: and the one went

put from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces;
and I saw him not since: and if ye take this also from

me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. Now therefore

\vhen I come to thy servant my father, and the lad

be not with us ; set-ing that his life is bound up in the

lad's life; it shall come to pass, when he seeth that

the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy ser-

vants shall brijig down the gray hairs of thy servant

our father with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant

became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If

] bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame

to my father forever. Now, therefore, 1 pray thee,

Jet thy servant abide instead of the lad, a bondman to

my lord
;
and let the lad go up with his brethren.
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For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be
not with me? lest perad venture I see the evil that

shall come on my father.

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all

them that stood by him ; and he cried, Cause every
man to go out from me. And there stood no man
with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his

brethren. And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians
and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said

unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my father yet
live? and his brethren could not answer him; for

they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said

unto his brethren, Come near to me, 1 pray you.
And they came near. And he said, 1 am Joseph

your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now there-

fore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that

ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you
to preserve life. For these two years hath the famine

been in the land : and yet there are five years, in the

which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.

And God sent me before you to preserve you a pos-

terity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great
deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me
hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to

Pharaoh, and lord of all his house,and a ruler through-
out all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to

my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son JOT

seph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come
down unto me, tarry not: and thou shalt dwell in

the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me,

thou, and thy children, and thy children's children,

and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:

and there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five

years of famine ; lest thou and thy household, and
No. 70. 13
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all that thou hast, come to poverty. And, behold,

your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin,
that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. And
ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and
of all that ye have seen

;
and ye shall haste and bring

down my father hither. And he fell upon his broth-

er Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept
upon his neck. Moreover he kissed all his brethren,
and wept upon them: and after that his brethren

talked with him. And the fame thereof was heard

in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are

come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy breth-

ren, This do ye ; lade your beasts, and go, get ye un-

to the land of Canaan; ami take your father and

your households, and come unto me: and I will give

you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat

the fat of the land. Now thou art commanded, this

do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt
for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring

your father, and come. Also regard not your stuff;

for the good of all the land of Egypt is your's. And
the children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave them

\vagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh,
and gave them provision for the way. To all of

them he gave each man changes of raiment: but to

Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and

five changes of raiment. And to his father he sent

alter this manner; ten asses laden with the good
things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn

and bread and meat for his father by the way. So

lie sent his brethren away, and they departed: and

he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the

way. And they went up out of Egypt, and came
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into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and
told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is gov-
ernor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart

fainted, for he believed them not. And they tokl

him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto

them : and when he saw the wagons which Joseph
had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their fa-

ther revived: and Israel said, It is enough: Joseph

my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I

die.

BOAZ AND RUTH.
Ruth i iv.

Now it came to pass in the days when the judges
ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a

certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn in

the country of Moab, he, and his two sons. And
the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of

his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mah-
Jon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judab.
And they came into the country of Moab, and con-

tinued there. And Elimelech, Naomi'shusband, died;

and she was left, and her two sons. And they took

them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the

one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth : and

they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon
and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman
was left of her two sons and her husband. Then she a-

rose with her daughters in law, that she might return

from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the

country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his

people in giving them bread. Wherefore she went

forth out of the place where she was, and her tw.o

daughters in law with her; and they went on the

way to return unto the land of Judah. And Naomi
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said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each
to her mother's house: the Lord deal kindly with

you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.
And they lifted up their voice, and wept: and

Orpah kissed her mother in law ; but Ruth clave unto
her. So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess,
her daughter-in-law, with her who returned out of

the country of Moab : and they came to Beth-Iehem
in the beginning of barley harvest.

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a

mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech;
and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess

said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and

glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find

grace, And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And
she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the

reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the

field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred
of Elimelech. And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-

lehem, and said unto the reapers, The Lord be with

you. And they answered him, The Lord bless thee.

Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over

the reapers, Whose damsel is this? and the servant

that was set over the reapers answered and said, It

is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi
out of the country of Moab: and she said, I pray
you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among
the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even

from the morning until now, that she tarried a little

in the house. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest

thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another

field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by
my maidens: let thine eyes be on the field that they
do reap, and go thou after them : have I not charged the
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young men that they shall not touch thee? And
when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink

of that which the young men have drawn. Then
she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground,
and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine

eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, see-

ing I am a stranger? and Boaz answered and said un-

to her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou

hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of

thine husband : and how thou hast left thy father and

thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art

come unto a people whom thou knewest not hereto-

fore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a full re-

yrard be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under

whose wings thou art come to trust. Then she said,

Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord ; for that

thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spok-
en friendly unto thine handmaid, tho' I be not like

unto one of thine handmaidens. And Boaz said un-

to her, At meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the

bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she

sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched
corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left.

And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz command-
ed his young men, saying, Let her glean even among
the sheaves, and reproach her not: and let fall also

some of the hanclfuls on purpose for her, and leave

them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not.

So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out

that she had gleaned : and it was about an ephah of

barley. And she took it up, and went into the city :

and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned :

and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had
reserved after she was sufficed. And her mother in-

13*
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law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day?
and where wroughtest thou ? blessed be he that did

take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her moth-
er in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The
man's name with whom I wrought to da) is Boaz.

And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed

be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his kindness

to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said urt-

to her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our

next kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said, He
said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young
men, until they have ended all my harvest. And
Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is

good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maid-

ens, that they meet thee not in any other field. So
she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto

the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest ; and
dwelt with her mother in law.

Then Naomi, her mother in law, said unto her, My
daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may
be well with thee? and now is not Boaz of our kin-

dred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he
winnoweth barley to night in the threshing-floor.
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy
raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor;

but make not thyself known unto the man, until he

shall have done eating and drinking. And it shall

be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the

place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and
uncover his feet, and lay thee down ; and he will

tell thee what thou shalt do. And she said unto her,

All that thou sayest unto me I will do. And she

went down unto the floor, and did according to all

that her mother in law bade her. And when Boaz
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had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he

went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn : and
she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her

down. And it came to pass at midnight, that the

man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a

woman lay at his feet. And he said, Who art thou?

and she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid : spread
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid ; for thou art

a near kinsman. And he said, Blessed be thou of the

Lord, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kind-

ness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch

as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or

rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to

thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my
people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.
And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman ; how-

beit there is a kinsman nearer than I. Tarry this

night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will

perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let

him do the kinsman's part : but if he will not do the

part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of

a kinsman to thee, as the Lord liveth : lie down un-

til the morning. And she lay at his feet until the

morning: and she rose up before one could know
another. And he said, Let it not be known that a

woman came into the floor. Also he said, Bring the

vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And
when she held it, he measured six measures of bar-

ley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city.

And when she came to her mother in law, she said,

Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all

that the man had done to her. And she said, These
six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me,
Go not empty unto thy mother in law. Then said

she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the
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matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, un~

til he have finished the thing this day.
Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down

there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake
came by ; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one ! turn

aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat

down. And he took ten men of the elders of the

city, and said, Sit ye down here, And they sat down.
And he said unto the kinsmen, Naomi, that is come

again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of

land, which was our brother Eli melech's: and I thought
to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabit-

ants, and before the elders of my people. If thou

wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not re-

deem it, then tell me, that 1 may know: for there is

none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee.

And he said, I will redeem it. Then said Boaz, What

day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou

must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of

the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his

inheritance. And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem
it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: re-

deem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem
it. Now this was the manner in former time in Is-

rael concerning redeeming and concerning changing,
for to confirm all things ; a man plucked off his shoe,

and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimo-

ny in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz,

Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And Boaz

said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are

witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was

Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's,
of the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabit-

ess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my
wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his in-
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heritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off

from among his brethren, and from the gate of his

place: ye are witnesses this day. And all the peo-

ple that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We
are witnesses. The Lord make the woman that is

come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah,
which two did build the house of Israel : and do thou

worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem:

and let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the Lord
shall give theeof this young woman. So Boaz took

Ruth, and she was his wife : and when he went in unto

her, the Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son.

And the woman said unto Naomi, Blessed be the

Lord, who hath not left thee this day without a kins-

man, that his name may be famous in Israel.

THE DECISION OF CHRIST RESPECTING THE
ADULTKROUS WOMAN.

John viii, 2 to 11.

Early in the morning Jesus came into the temple,
and all the people came unto him ; and he sat down,
and taught them. And the Scribes and Pharisees

brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and
when they had set her in the midst, they say unto

him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in

the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded
us, that such should be stoned : but what sayest thou?

this they said, tempting him, that they might have to

accuse him. But Jesus stooped clown, and with his

finger wrote upon the ground, as tho* he heard them
not. So when they continued asking him, he lifted

up himself, and said unto them, He that is without

sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And

again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
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IMAGES OF DESOLATION.

And they who heard it, being convicted by their own.

conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eld-

est, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and
the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had
lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he
said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accus-

ers? hath no man condemned thee? she said, No
man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I

condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

IMAGES OF DESOLATION.
Isaiah, passim.

It shall never be inhabited : neither shall the Ara-

bian pitch his tent there ; nor the shepherd make his

fold. Thorns shall come up in it's palaces; nettles

and brambles in the fortresses thereof. The cormo-

rant, and the bittern shall possess it. The raven shall

dwell there. It shall be an habitation for dragons;
and a court for owls. There the wild beasts of the

desert shall meet. The satyr shall cry to his fellow.

The screech-owl shall find herself a place of rest; and

the vultures shall be gathered together, every one

with it's mate.
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How sweet the calm of this sequestered shore,

where ebbing waters musically roll !

and solitude, and silent eve restore

the philosophic temper of the sou).

The sighing gale, whose murmurs lull to rest

the busy tumult of declining day,
to sympathetic quiet soothes the breast,

and ev'ry wild emotion dies away.

Farewell the objects of diurnal care,

your task be ended with the setting sun :

let all be undisturb'd vacation here,

while o'er yon wave ascends the peaceful moon.

What beauteous visions o'er the softened heart^

in this still moment all their charms diffuse!

serener joys, and brighter hopes impart,
and cheer the soul with more than mortal views.

Here, faithful mem'ry wakens all her pow'rs,
she bids her fair ideal forms ascend,

and quick to ev'ry gladdened thought restores

the social virtue, and the absent friend.

Come, MUSIDORA, come, and with me share

the sober pleasures of this solemn scene,

while no rude tempest clouds the ruffled air,

but all, like thee, is smiling and serene,

Literary Miscellany, No. 70, 1
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Come, while the cool, the solitary hours

each foolish care, and giddy wish controul,

v?ith all thy soft persuasion's wonted pow'rs,

beyond the stars transport my listening soul.

Oft, when on earth detained by empty show,

thy voice has taught the trifler how to rise;

taught her to look with scorn on things below,

and seek her better portion in the skies.

Come! and the sacred eloquence repeat:
the world shall vanish at it's gentle sound,

angelic forms shall visit this retreat,

and opening Heav'n diffuse it's glories round.

A FRAGMENT.
BY MERRICK.

When recent in the womb I lay
ere yet my life began,

thy care preserved the sleeping clay,
and form'd it into man.

Oh ! may this frame, which rising grew
beneath thy plastic hands,

be studious ever to pursue
whatever thy will commands.

The soul that moves this earthly load

thy semblance let it bear;

nor lose the traces of the God,
who stamp'd his image there.



DEATH.

BY THE RIGHT REV. B. PORTEUS, D. D.

Bishop of London.

Friend to the wretch, whom every friend forsakes*

I woo thee, Death ! In Fancy's fairy paths
let the gay songster rove, and gently trill

the strain of empty joy. Life and it's joys
I leave to those who prize them. At this hour,
this solemn hour, when silence rules the world,
and wearied Nature makes a gen'ral pause !

Wrapt in Night's sable robe, through cloysters dreai

and charnels pale, tenanted by a throng
of meagre phantoms, shooting cross my path
with silent glance, I seek the shadowy vale

of Death ! Deep in a murky cave's recess,

lav'd by Oblivion's listless stream, and fenc'd

by shelving rocks and intermingled horrors

of yew and cypress shade, from all intrusion

of busy noon-tide beam, the Monarch sits,

in unsubstantial majesty enthron'd.

At his right hand, nearest himself in place
and frightfulness of form, his parent Sin,

with fatal industry and cruel care

busys herself in pointing all his stings,

and tipping every shaft with venom, drawn

for her infernal store: around him rang'd
in terrible array and strange diversity

of uncouth shapes, stand his dread ministers :

foremost Old Age, his natural ally

and firmest friend: next him deseases thick,

and motley train; Fever with cheek of fire;

Consumption wan; Palsy, half warm with life,
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and half a clay-cold lump; joint-torturing Gout,
and ever-gnawing Rheum; Convulsion wild;
swoln Dropsy; panting Asthma; Apoplex
full gorg'd. There too the Pestilence that walks

in darkness and the Sickness that destroys
at broad noon-day. These and a thousand more,
horrid to tell, attentive wait; and, when

by Heaven's command Deatli waves his ebon wand,
sudden rush forth to execute his purpose,
and scatter desolation o'er the Earth.

Ill-fated Man, for whom such various forms

of misery wait, and mark their future prey !

ah ! why, All righteous Father, didst thou make
this Creature Man ? Why wake th' unconscious dust,

to life and wretchedness? O better far

still had he slept in uncreated night,

if this the lot of Being ! Was it for this

thy breath divine kindled within his breast

the vital flame? For this was thy fair image
stampt on his soul in godlike lineaments?

for this dominion given him absolute

o'er all thy creatures, only that he might reign

supreme in woe ? From the blest source of Good
could pain and Death proceed ? Could such foul Ills

fall from fair Mercy's hands? Far be the thought,
the impious thought ! God never made a Creature,

but what was good. He made a living Man :

the Man of death was made by Man himself.

Forth from his Maker's hands he sprang to life,

fresh with immortal bloom ;
no pain he knew,

no fear of death, no check to his desires,

save one command. That one command (which stood

'twixt him and ruin, the test of his obedience,)

urg'd on by wanton curiosity,
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he broke. There in one moment was undone

the fairest of God's works. The same rash hand
that pluck'd in evil hour the fatal fruit,

unbarrM the gates of Hell, and let loose Sin

and Death and all the family of Pain

to prey upon Mankind. Young Nature saw
the monstrous crew, and shook through all her frame..

Then fled her new-born lustre, then began
Heaven's cheerful face to low'r, then vapours choak'd

the troubled air, and form'd a veil of clouds

to hide the willing Sun. The earth convuls'd

with painful throes threw forth a,bristly crop
of thorns and briars ; and Insect, Bird, and Beast,
that wont before with admiration fond

to gaze at Man, and fearless croud around him,
now fled before his face, shunning in haste

th' infection of his misery. He alone,

who justly might, th' offended Lord of Man,
turn'd not away his face; he full of pity
forsook not in this uttermost distress

his best-lov'd work. That comfort still remained,

(that best, that greatest comfort in affliction)

the countenance of God, and through the gloom
shot forth some kindly gleams, to cheer and warm
th' offender's sinking soul. Hope, sent from Heaven,

uprais'd his drooping head, and shew'd afar

a happier scene of things; the Promised Seed

trampling upon the Serpent's humbled crest,

death of his sting disarm'd, and the dank grave
made pervious to the realms of endless day,
no more the limit but the gate of life.

Cheer'd with the view, Man went to till the ground
from whence he rose; sentenced indeed to toil

as to a punishment, yet (ev'n in wrath



DEATH. Forlens.

so merciful is Heaven) this toil became
the solace of his woes, the sweet employ
of many a live-long hour, and surest guard
against Disease and Death. Death tho' denounc'd
\vas yet a distant 111, by feeble arm
of Age, his sole support, led slowly on.

Not then, as since, the short-liv'd sons of men
flock'd to his realms in countless multitudes;
scarce in the course of twice five hundred years
one solitary ghost went shivering: down
to his unpeopled shore. In sober state,

through the sequestered vale of rural life,

the venerable Patriarch guileless held

the tenor of his way ; Labour prepared
liis simple fare, and Temperance ruPd his board.

Tir'd with his daily toil, at early eve

he sunk to sudden rest; gentle and pure
as breath of evening Zephyr and as sweet

\vere all his slumbers; with the sun he rose,

alert and vigorous as he, to run

his destin'd course. Thus nervM with giant strength
he stem'd the tide of Time, and stood the shock

of ages rolling harmless o'er his head.

At life's meridian point arrived, he stood,

and, looking round, saw all the vallies fill'd

\vith nations from his loins; full well content

to leave his race thus scattered o'er the Earth,

along the gentle slope of Life's decline

he bent his gradual way, till full of years
he dropt like mellow fruit into his grave.
Such in the infancy of Time was Man,

so calm was Life, so impotent was Death.

O had he but preserved these few remains,

these shattered fragments of lost happiness,
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snatch'd by the hand of Heav'n from the sad wreck
of innocence primaeval; still had he liv'd

great ev'n in ruin ; tho' fall'n, yet not forlorn;
tho' mortal, yet not every where beset

with Death in every shape ! But he, impatient
to be completely wretched, hastes to fill up
the measure of his woes. 'T was Man himself

brought Death into the world, and Man himself

gave keenness to his darts, quicken'd his pace,
and multiplied destruction on mankind.

First Envy, Eldest-Born of Hell, embru'd
her hands in blood, and taught the sons of men
to make a Death which Nature never made,
and God abhorred, with violence rude to break
the thread of life ere half it's length was run,
and rob a wretched brother of his being.
With joy Ambition saw, and soon improved
the execrable deed.

JT was not enough
by subtile fraud to snatch a single life,

puny impiety ! whole kingdoms fell

to sate the lust of power ; more horrid still,

the foulest stain and scandal of our nature

became it's boast. One murder made a Villain,
millions a Hero; Princes were privileged
to kill, and numbers sanctified the crime.

Ah ! why will Kings forget that they are Men !

and Men that they are Brethren ? Why delight
in human sacrifice? Why burst the ties

of Nature, that should knit their souls together
in one soft bond of amity and love?

yet still they breathe destruction, still go on

inhumanly ingenious to find out

new pains for life, new terrors for the grave,
artificers of death ! Still Monarchs dream,
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of universal Empire growing up
from universal ruin. Blast the design,

great God of Hosts, nor let thy creatures fall

unpitied victims at ambition's shrine !

Yet say, should Tyrants learn at last to feel,

and the loud din of battle cease to roar;
should dove-eyed Peace o'er all the earth extend

her olive branch, and give the world repose,
would Death be foil'd ? Would health, & strength, &
defy his power? Has he no arts in store, [youth
no other shafts save those of war ? Alas !

ev'n in the smile of Peace, that smile which sheds

a heavenly sunshine o'er the soul, there basks

that serpent Luxury : War it's thousand slays,

Peace it's ten thousands: in th' embattled plain
tho' Death exults, and claps his raven wings,

yet reigns he not even there so absolute,

so merciless, as in yon frantic scenes

of midnight revel and tumultuous mirth,

where in th' intoxicating draught conceal'd,

or couch'd beneath the glance of lawless Love,
he snares the simple youth, who nought suspecting
means to be blest, but finds himself undone.

Down the smooth stream of Life the Stripling darts

gay as the morn ; bright glows the vernal sky,

Hope swells his sails and Fancy steers his course;
safe glides his little bark along the shore

where Virtue takes her stand ; but if too far

he launches forth beyond Discretion's mark,
sudden the tempest scowls, the surges roar,

blot his fair day, and plunge him in the deep.
O sad but sure mischance ! O happier far

to lie like gallant Howe 'mid Indian wilds

a breathless corse, cut off by savage hands
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in earliest prime, a generous sacrifice

to Freedom's holy cause ; than so to fall,

torn immature from life's meridian joys,
a prey to Vice, Intemperance, and Disease.

Yet die ev'n thus, thus rather perish still,

ye sons of Pleasure, by th' Almighty stricken,

than ever dare (tho* oft, alas! ye dare)
to lift against yourselves the murderous steel,

to wrest from God's own hand the sword of Justice,

and be your own avengers; hold, rash Man,
tho' with anticipating speed thou 'st rang'd

through every region of delight, nor left

one joy to gild the evening of thy days,
tho' life seem one uncomfortable void,

guilt at thy heels, before thy face despair,

yet gay this scene, and light this load of woe,

compared with thy hereafter. Think, O think,

and ere thou plunge into the vast abyss,

pause on the verge awhile, look down and see

thy future mansion ! Why that start of horror?

from thy slack hand why drops th' uplifted steel?

didst thou not think such vengeance must await

the wretch, that with his crimes all fresh about him,

rushes irreverent, unprepar'd, uncall'd,

into his maker's presence, throwing back

with insolent disdain his choicest gift?

;
Live then, while Heaven in pity lends thee life,

and think it all too short to wash away
by penitential tears and deep contrition

the scarlet of thy crimes. So shalt thou find

rest to thy soul, so inappal'd shalt meet

Death when he comes, not wantonly invite

his lingering stroke. Be it thy sole concern

with innocence to live, with patience wait
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th* appointed hour ; too soon that hour will come,
tho* Nature run her course ; but Nature's God,
if need require, by thousand various ways,
without thy aid, can shorten that short span,
and quench the lamp of life. O when he comes,
rous'd by the cry of wickedness extreme,
to Heaven ascending from some guilty land,

now ripe for vengeance ; when he comes array'd
in all the terrors of Almighty wrath ;

forth from his bosom plucks his lingering arm,
and on the miscreants pours destruction down !

Who can abide his coming ? Who can bear

his whole displeasure ? In no common form

Death then appears, but starting into size

enormous, measures with gigantic stride

th' astonish'd earth, and from his looks throws round

unutterable horror and dismay.
All Nature lends her aid. Each Element
arms in his cause. Ope fly the doors of Heaven,
the fountains of the deep their barriers break,

above, below, the rival torrents pour,
and drown creation, or in floods of fire

descends a livid cataract, and consumes

an impious race. Sometimes, when all seems peace,
wakes the grim whirlwind, and with rude embrace

sweeps nations to the grave, or in the deep
whelms the proud wooden world ; full many a youth
floats on his watery bier, or lies, unwept
on some sad desert shore : at dead of night
in sullen silence stalks forth Pestilence :

Contagion close behind taints all her steps

with poisonous dew; no smiting hand is seen,

no sound is heard ; but soon her secret path
is mark'd with desolation ; heaps on heaps
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promiscuous drop : No friend, no refuge near ;

all all is false and treacherous around,
all that they touch, or taste, or breathe, is Death.
But ah ! what means that ruinous roar? Why fail

these tottering feet? Earth to it's centre feels

the Godhead's power, and trembling at his touch

through all it's pillars, and in every pore,
hurls to the ground, with one convulsive heave,

precipitating domes, and towns, and towers,
the work of ages. Crush'd beneath the weight
of general devastation, millions find

one common grave; not ev'n a widow left

to wail her sons: the house, that should protect,
entombs it's master; and the faithless plain,
if there he flies for help, with sudden yawn
starts from beneath him. Shield me, gracious Heav'n !

O snatch me from destruction ! If this Globe,
this solid Globe, which thine own hand hath made
so firm and sure, if this my steps betray ;

if my own mother Earth, from whence I sprung,
rise up with rage unnatural to devour

her wretched offspring, whither shall I fly?

where look for succour? Where, but up to thee,

Almighty Father? Save, O save thy suppliant
from horrors such as these ! At thy good time

let Death approach; I reck not; let him but come
in genuine form, not with thy vengeance arm'd,
too much for man to bear. O rather lend

thy kindly aid to mitigate his stroke,

and at an hour when all aghast I stand

(a trembling Candidate for thy compassion)
on this world's brink, and look into the next;

when my soul starting from the dark unknown

casts back a wishful look, and fondly clings
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to her frail prop, unwilling to be wrench'd

from this fair scene, from all her custom'd joys
and all the lovely relatives of life,

then shed thy comforts o'er me; then put on

the gentlest of thy looks. Let no dark Crimes,
in all their hideous forms then starting up,

plant themselves round my couch in grim array,
and stab my bleeding heart with two edg'd torture,

sense of past guilt, and dread of future woe.

Far be the ghastly crew ! and in their stead,

let cheerful Memory, from her purest cells,

lead forth a goodly train of Virtues fair,

cherish'd in earliest youth, now paying back

with tenfold usury the pious care,

and pouring o'er my wounds the heavenly balm
of conscious innocence. But chiefly, Thou
whom soft ey'd Pity once led down from Heaven
to bleed for Man, to teach him how to live,

and oh ! still harder lesson ! how to die.

Disdain not thou to smooth the restless bed

of Sickness and of Pain. Forgive the tear

that feeble Nature drops, calm all her fears,

wake all her hopes, and animate her faith,

till my rapt Soul, anticipating Heaven,
bursts from the thraldom of incumbering clay,

and on the wing of Extacy upborn

springs into Liberty, and Light, and Life.
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ODE TO DEATH.

BY FREDERIC II, KING OF PRUSSIA.

From the French, by Dr. Hawkesworth.

Yet a few years or days perhaps,
ormojnents pass with silent lapse,
and time to me shall be no more;
no more the sun these eyes shall view,

earth o'er these limbs her dust shall strew,

and life's fantastic dream be o'er.

Alas! I touch the dreadful brink,

from nature's verge impel I'd I sink,

and endless darkness wraps me round!

Yes, Death is ever at my hand,
fast by my bed he takes his stand,

and constant at my board is found.

Earth, air, and fire, and water, join

against this fleeting life of mine,
and where for succour can I fly ?

if art with flattering wiles pretend
to shield me like a guardian friend,

by Art, ere Nature bids, I die.

I see this tyrant of the mind,
this idol Flesh to dust consign'd,
once call'd from dust by power divine;

it's features change, 'tis pale, 'tis cold ;

hence dreadful spectre ! to behold

thy aspect, is to make it mine.

And can I then with guilty pride,

which fear nor shame can quell or hide,

this flesh still pamper and adorn?

thus viewing what I soon shall be,

No. 63. 2
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can what I am demand the knee,
or look on aught around with scorn ?

But then this spark that warms, that guides,
that lives, that thinks, what fate betides!

can this be dust, a kneaded clod?

this yield to death ? the soul, the mind,
that measures heav'n, and mounts the wind,
that knows at once itself and God ?

Great Cause of all, above, below,
who knows thee must for ever know,
immortal and divine !

thy image on my soul imprest,
of endless being is the test,

and bids Eternity be mine !

Transporting thought ! but am I sure

that endless life will joy secure?

joys only to the just decreed.

The guilty wretch expiring goes,
where vengeance endless life bestows,

that endless mis'ry may succeed.

Great God ! how aweful is the scene !

a breath, a transient breath between ;

and can I jest, and laugh and play?
To earth, alas ! too firmly bound,
trees deeply rooted in the ground,
are shiverM when they 're torn away.

Vain joys, which envy'd greatness gains,
how do ye bind with silken chains,

which ask Herculean strength to break !

how with new terrors have ye arm'd

the pow'r whose slightest glance alarm'd !

How many deaths of one ye make !
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Yet, dumb with wonder, I behold
man's thoughtless race in error bold,

forget or scorn, the laws of death ;

with these no projects coincide,

nor vows nor toils, nor hopes they guide,
each thinks he draws immortal breath.

Each blind to fate's approaching hour,

intrigues, or fights, for wealth or pow'r,
and slumb'ring dangers dare provoke;
and he who tott'ring scarce sustains

a century's age, plans future gains,
and feels an unexpected stroke.

Go on unbridled desp'rate band,
scorn rocks, gulphs, winds, search sea and land,

and spoil new worlds wherever found.

Seize, haste to seize the glittering prize,
and sighs, and tears, and pray'rs despise,
nor spare the temple's holy ground.

They go, succeed, but look again,
the desp'rate hand you seek in vain,

now trod in dust the peasant's scorn.

But who that saw their treasures swell,

that heard th' insatiate vow rebel,

would e'er have thought them mortal born?

See the world's victor mount his car,

blood marks his progress wide and far,

sure he shall reign while ages fly?

no, vanish'd like a morning cloud,
the hero was but just allow'd

to fight, to conquer, and to die.

And is it true, I ask with dread,
that nations heap'd on nations bled
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beneath his chariots fervid wheel,
with trophies to adorn the spot,
where his pale corse was left to rot,

and doom'd the hungry reptile's meal?

Yes, fortune weary'd with her play,
her toy, this hero, casts away,
and scarce the form of man is seen :

awe chills my breast, my eyes o'erflow,
around my brows no roses glow,
the cypress mine, funereal green.

Yet in this hour of grief and fears,

when aweful Truth unveil'd appears,
some pow'r unknown usurps my breast;
back to the world my thoughts are led,

my feet in Folly's lab'rinth tread,

and Fancy dreams that life is blest.

How weak an empress is the mind,
whom Pleasure's flow'ry wreaths can bind,
and captive to her altars lead !

weak Reason yields to Phrenzy's rage,
and all the world is Folly's stage,
and all that act are fools indeed.

And yet this strange, this sudden flight,

from gloomy cares to gay delight,
this fickleness, so light and vain,

in life's delusive transient dream,
where men nor things are what they seem,
is all the real good we gain.
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NIGHT THOUGHTS AMONG THE TOMBS>

BY THE REV. MOORE.

Struck with religious awe and solemn dread,
I view these gloomy mansions of the dead ;

around me, tombs in rnix'd disorder rise,

and, in mute language, teach me to be wise.

Time was these ashes Hv'd; a time must be

when others thus may stand and.look at me.

Here, blended, lie the aged and the young,
the rich and poor, an undistinguished throng:
Death conquers all, and Time's subduing hand,
nor tombs nor marble statues can withstand.

Mark yonder ashes, in confusion spread ;

compare earth's living tenants with her dead ;

how striking the resemblance! yet how just!
Once life and soul informed this mass of dust:

around these bones, now broken and decay'd,
the streams of life in various channels play'd :

perhaps that skull, so horrible to view,
was some fair maid's, ye belles, as fair as you ;

these hollow sockets two bright orbs contained

where the loves sported, and in triumph reign'd :

here glow'd the lips; there, white as Parian stone,
the teeth, dispos'd in beauteous order, shone.

This is life's goal, no farther can we view;

beyond it, all is wonderful and new;
O say, ye spirits, in a future state,

why do you hide the secrets of your fate,

and tell your endless pains or joys to none:

is it that men may live by faith alone?

The grave has eloquence, it's lectures teach

2*



18 NIGHT THOUGHTS. Moore.

in silence, louder than divines can preach :

hear what it says, ye sons of folly, hear !

it speaks to you, lend an attentive ear:

it bids you lay all vanity aside;

a humbling lecture this for human pride.

The clock strikes twelve, how solemn is the sound!

hark ! how the strokes from hollow vaults resound !

They bid us hasten to be wise, and show
how rapid in their course the minutes flow.

Now airy shapes, and hideous spectres dance

athwart imagination's vivid glance;
the felon now attacks the miser's door,

and ruthless murder prints her steps with gore:
dull Fancy now her dreary path pursues,
'midst groves of cypress, and unhallowed yews,

poetic visions vanish from my brain,

and my pulse throbs as feebly as my strain.

What means this sudden, strange, unusual start,

this solemn something creeping to my heart?

Why fear to read a gracious God's decree?

why fear to look on what I soon must be?

can man be thoughtless of his end ? or proud
of charms that claim the coffin and the shroud ?

Come, let him read those sculptur'd tombstones o'er,

here fix his thoughts, and then be vain no more.

Let proud ambition learn this lesson, hence,

howe'er distinguish'd, dignify'd for sense,

despight of honour'd ensigns of renown,
the cap, the hood, the mitre, or the crown,

Death levels all : nor parts nor pow'rs can save;

Milton himself must moulder in the grave,
who sung and prov'd, with inspiration strong,

the soul immortal, in immortal song.

Hark! thus Death speaks;
'

Ingenious sons of men,
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why boast the chissel, pencil, or the pen ?

"Will fame, who oft denies her children bread,

deceive the living, discompose the dead?

No; Fame's a breath, and cannot life supply,
nor yield you comfort when you come to die;

in my dark realms all opposites agree,
the heirs of wealth, and sons of poverty !'

Whose tomb is this? It says, 't is iMira's tomb,

pluck'd from the world in beauty's fairest bloom :

attend, ye fair, ye thoughtless, and ye gay !

for Myra dy'd upon her nuptial day !

the grave, cold bridegroom ! clasp'd her in his arms,
and kindred worms destroy her pleasing charms.

In yoncfer tomb the old Avaro lies ;

once he was rich, the world esteem'd him wise,

schemes unaccomplished labour'd in his mind,
and all his thoughts were to this world confin'cl ;

Death came, unlook'd for, from his grasping hands

down droppM his bags, and mortgages of land.

Beneath that sculptured pompous marble stone

Jies youthful Florio, aged twenty-one;

cropp'd like a fiow'r, he wither'd in his bloom,
tho' flattering life had promis'd years to come.

Ye silken sons, ye Florios of the age
f

who tread, in giddy maze, life's flow'ry stage,

mark here the end of man ! in Florio, see

what you and all the sons of earth must be.

There, low in dust, the vain Hortensio lies,

whose splendor was beheld with envious eyes
titles and arms his pompous marble grace,
with a long history of his noble race:

still after death his vanity survives,

and on his tomb, all of Horslensio lives !

Around me, as I turn my wand'ring eyes,
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unnumberM graves in aweful prospect rise,

whose stones say only when their owners dy'd,
if young, or aged, and to whom allyM;
on others, pompous epitaphs are spread,
in mem'ry of the virtues of the dead ;

vain waste of praise ! since, flattering or sincere,

the judgment-day alone will make appear.
How silent is this little spot of ground !

how melancholy looks each object round !

here man, dissolved, in shattered ruin lies

so fast asleep, as if no more to rise ;

'tis strange to think, how these dead bones can live,

leap into form, and with new heat revive!

of how this trodden earth to life shall wake,
know it's own place, it's former figure take!

But whence these doubts? when thelast trumpet sounds

through heaven'sexpanse, to earth's remotest bounds,
the dead shall quit these tenements of clay,
and view again the long extinguish'd day:
cheer'd with this pleasing hope, I safely trust

th* Almighty's pow'r to raise me from the dust:

on his unfailing promises rely,

and all the horrors of the grave defy;
Death! where's thy sting? Grave! where's thy victory?
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KNOW YOUR SELF.

BY JOHN ARBUTHNOT, M. D.

What am I? how produced? and for what end?
whence drew I being? to what period tend?

am I th' abandon'd orphan of blind chance,

dropt by wild atoms in disordered dance?

or from an endless chain of causes wrought?
and of unthinking substance, bor-n with thought?

by motion which began without a cause,

supremely wise, without design or laws?

Am 1 but what I seem, mere flesh and blood ;

a branching channel, with a mazy floojd ?

the purple stream which through my vessels glides,
dull and unconscious flows like common tides:

the pipes through which the circling juices stray,
are not that thinking I, no more than they:
this frame, compacted with transcendent skill,

of moving joints, obedient to my will,

nurs'd from the fruitful glebe, like yonder tree,

waxes and wastes; 1 call it mine, not me:
new matter still the mould'ring mass sustains,

the mansion chang'd, the tenant still remains:

and from the fleeting stream repair'd by food,

distinct, as is the swimmer from the flood.

What am 1 then? sure, of a nobler birth,

thy parents' right, I own a mother, earth ;

but claim superior lineage by my SIRE,
who warm'd th' unthinking clod with heavenly fire:

essence divine, with lifeless clay allay'd,

by double nature, double instinct sway'd ;

with look erect, I dart my longing eye,
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seem wing'd to part, and gain my native sky ;

J strive to mount, but strive alas ! in vain,

ty'd to this massy globe with magic chain.

Now with swift thought I range from pole to pole,

view worlds around their flaming centres roll :

what steady powers their endless motions guide,

through the same trackless paths of boundless void !

I trace the blazing comet's fiery trail,

and weigh the whirling planets in a scale:

these godlike thoughts, while eager I pursue,
some glittering trifle offer'd to my view,

a gnat, an insect, of the meanest kind,

erase the new-born image from my mind;
some beastly want, craving, importunate,
vile as the grinning mastiff at my gate!
calls off from heavenly truth this reas'ning me,
and tells me I 'm a brute as much as he.

If on sublimer wings of love and praise,

my soul above the starry vault I raise,

lur'd by some vain conceit, or shameful lust,

I flag, I drop, and flutter in the dust.

The tow'ring lark thus from her lofty strain,

stoops to an emmet, or a barley grain.

By adverse gusts ofjarring instincts tost,

I rove to one, now to the other coast ;

to bliss unknown my lofty soul aspires,

my lot unequal to my vast desires.

As 'mongst the hinds a child of royal birth

finds his high pedigree by conscious worth;
so man, among his fellow brutes expos'd,
sees he's a king, but 'tis a king depos'd:

pity him, beasts; you by no law confin'd,

are barr'd from devious paths by being blind ;

whilst man, through op'ning views of various ways
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confounded, by the aid of knowledge strays J

too weak to choose, yet choosing still in haste,
one moment gives the pleasure and distaste;

bilk'd by past minutes, while the present cloy,
the flatt'ring future still must give the joy.
Not happy, but amus'd upon the road,
and (like you) thoughtless of his last abode,
whether next sun his being shall restrain,

to endless nothing, happiness or pain.
Around me, lo, the thinking thoughtless crew,

(bewildred each) their different paths pursue:
of them I ask the way ; the first replies,

thou art a god ; and sends me to the skies.

Down on this turf (the next) thou two-legg'd beast,
there fix thy lot, thy bliss, and endless rest:

between these wide extremes the length is such,
I find 1 know too little or too much.
"
Almighty pow'r, by whose most wise command,

helpless, forlorn, uncertain, here I stand;
take this faint glimmering of thyself away,
or break into my soul with perfect day !"

This said, expanded lay the sacred text,

the balm, the light, the guide of souls perplex'd :

thus the benighted traveller, that strays

through doubtful paths, enjoys the morning rays;
the nightly mist, and thick descending dew,

parting, unfold the fields and vaulted blue.
" O truth divine! enlightened by thy ray,
I grope and guess no more, but see my way ;

thou clear'dst the secret of my high descent,
and told me what those mystic tokens meant;
marks of my birth, which 1 had worn in vain,

too hard for worldly sages to explain ;

Zeno's were vain, vain Epicurus* schemes,
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their systems false, delusive were their dreams ;

unskilled my two-fold nature to divide,

one nurs'd by pleasure, and one nurs'd by pride:
those jarring truths which human art beguile,

thy sacred page thus bids me reconcile."

Offspring of God, no less thy pedigree,
what thou once wer't, art now, and still may be,

thy God alone can tell, alone decree ;

faultless thou dropt from his unerring skill,

with the bare pow'r to sin, since free of will:

yet charge not with thy guilt, his bounteous love,

for who has power to walk, has power to rove;
who acts by force impeli'd, can nought deserve;
and wisdom short of infinite, may swerve.

Borne on thy new-imp'd wings, thou took'st thy flight,

left thy creator, and the realms of light;
disdain'd his gentle precept to fulfil;

and thought to grow a god by doing ill:

tho' by foul guilt thy heav'nly form defac'd,

in nature chang'd from happy mansions chac'd,

thou still retain'st some sparks of heav'nly fire,

too fait to mount, yet restless to aspire;

angel enough to seek thy bliss again,

and brute enough to make thy search in vain.

The creatures now withdraw their kindly use,

some fly thee, some torment, and some seduce;

repast ill suited to such different guests,

for what thy sense desires, thy soul distastes;

thy lust, thy curiosity, thy pride,

curb'd, or deferred, or balk'd, or gratify'd,

rage on, and make thee equally unbless'd,

in what thou want'st, and what thou hast possessed;

in vain thou hop'st for bliss on this poor clod,

return, and seek thy Father, and thy God:
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yet think not to regain thy native sky,
borne on the wings of vain philosophy;

mysterious passage! hid from human eyes;

soaring you '11 sink, and sinking you will rise:

let humble thoughts thy wary footsteps guide,

regain by meekness what you lost by pride.
,x~,/-.x~.x-.x*

WROTE ON A TOMB-STONE,
were is laid the skull of a man.

Why start ? The case is your's, or will be soon ;

some years perhaps, perhaps another moon.
Life in it's utmost span is but a breath,

and they who longest dream, must wake in death.

Like you, I once thought every bliss secure,

and gold of ev'ry ill the certain cure;

till steep'd in sorrows and besieg'd with pain,
too late I found all earthly riches vain.

Disease with scorn threw back the sordid fee,

and Death still answer'd,
' What is gold to me ?'

Fame, titles, honours next, I vainly sought,
and fools obsequious nurs'd the childish thought.
Circled with blind applause and purchased praise,
I built on endless grandeur endless days;
but Death awak'd me from a dream of pride,
and laid a prouder beggar by my side.

Pleasure I courted and obey'd my taste,

the banquet smiPd, and smil'd the gay repast.

A loathsome carcase was my constant care,

and worlds were ransack'd but for me to share.

Go on, vain Man, in luxury be firm,

yet know I feasted, but to feast a worm.

Already, sure, less terrible I seem,
and you like me will own that Life's a dream.

No. 63. 3
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Farewell! remember, nor my words despise;
the only happy are the truly wise.

WROTE ON A TOMBSTONE,
were is laid the skull of a woman.

Blush not, ye fair, to own me, but be wise,

nor turn from sad Mortality your eyes.
Fame says, and fame alone can tell how true,

I once was lovely, and belov'd like you.
"Where are my vot'ries ? where my flatterers now ?

Gone with the subject of each lover's vow.

Adieu the roses red, and lilies white !

adieu those eyes, which made the darkness light!
no more, alas ! that coral lip is seen,

no longer breathes the fragrant gale between.

Turn from your mirror, and behold in me,
at once what thousands cann't, or dare not see.

Unvarnish'd I the real truths impart,
nor here am plac'd but to direct the heart.

Survey me well, ye fair ones, and believe,

the Grave may terrify, but cann't deceive.

On Beauty's fragile base no more depend,
here youth and pleasure, age and sorrow end ;

here drops the mask, here shuts the final scene,
nor differs grave threescore from gay fifteen.

All tend alike to that same goal, the Tomb,
where wrinkled Laura smiles at Chloe's bloom.

When coxcombs flatter, and when fools adore,
learn here the lesson to be vain no more :

yet virtue still against decay can arm,
and even lend Mortality a charm.



IMMORTALITY : OR, THE CONSOLATION OF
HUMAN LIFE.

A Monody.

BY THOMAS DENTON, M. A.

Animi natura videtur

atque animae claranda meis jam versibus esse :

et metus ille foras praeceps Acheruntus agendus

funditus, humanam qui vitam turbat ab imo,
omnia sufFundus mortis nigrore. Liter.

I.

When black-brow'd Night her dusky mantle spread,
and wrapt in solemn gloom the sable sky ;

when soothing Sleep her opiate dews had shed,
and seaPd in silken slumbers every eye:

my wakeful thoughts admit no balmy rest,

nor the sweet bliss of soft oblivion share;

but watchful woe distracts my aching breast,

my heart the subject of corroding care:

from haunts of men, with wand'ring steps and slow,

I solitary steal, and soothe my pensive woe.

II.

Yet no fell passion's rough discordant rage
untun'd the music of my tranquil mind :

ambition's tinsell'd charms could ne'er engage,
no harbour there could sordid av'rice find :

from lusts foul spring my grief disdains to flow,

no sighs of envy from my bosom break,

but soft compassion melts my soul to woe,

and social tears fast trickle down my cheek ;

ah me ! when nature gives one general groan
each heart must beat with woe, each voice responsive

moan. III.

Where'er I cast my moist'ned eyes around,
or stretch my prospect o'er the distant land,
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there foul Corruption's tainted steps are found,
and Death, grim-visag'd, waves his iron hand.
Tho* now soft Pleasure gild the smiling scene,

and sportive Joy call forth her festive train,

sinking in night each vital form is seen,

like air-blown bubbles on the wat'ry plain ;

fell Death, like brooding Harpy, the repast
will snatch with talons foul, or sour it's grateful taste.*

IV.

Ye smiling glories of the youthful year,
that ope your fragrant bosoms to the day,
that clad in all the pride of spring appear,
and steep'd in dew your silken leaves display :

in Nature's richest robes tho' thus bedight,
tho' her soft pencil trace your various dye,
tho' lures your roseats hue the charmed sight,

tho' odours sweet your nect'rous breath supply,
soon on your leaves Time's cank'rous tooth shall prey,

your dulcet dews exhale, your beauteous bloom decay.
V.

Ye hedge-row elms, beneath whose spreading shade

the grazing herds defy the ratt'ling shower;

ye lofty oaks, in whose wide arms displayed,
the clam'rous rook builds high his airy bower;

stript by hoar Winter's rough inclement rage,
in mournful heaps your leafy honours lie,

ev'n your hard ribs shall feel the force of age,

and your bare trunks the friendly shade deny ;

no more by cheerful vegetation green,

your sapless boles shall sink, and quit th' evanid scene.

VI.

Ye feather'd warblers of the vernal year
that careless sing, nor fear the frowns of fate,

* Vid. Virg. JEn. lib. J. ver. 210. & Seq.
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tune your sad notes to death and winter drear J

ill suit these mirthful strains your transient state.

No more with cheerful song nor sprightly air

salute the blushes of the rising day,
with doleful ditties, drooping wings repair
to the lone covert of the nightly spray ;

where love-lorn Philomela strains her throat, [note.

surround the budding thorn, and swell the mournful

VII.

Come, sighing Elegy, with sweetest airs

of melting music ; teach my grief to flow,

I too must mix my sad complaints with their's,

our fates are equal, equal be our woe.

Come Melancholy, spread thy raven wing,
and in thy ebon car, by Fancy led,

to the dark charnel-vault thy vot'ry bring,

the murky mansions of the mouldering dead,

where dank dews breathe, and taint the sickly skies,

where in sad loathsome heaps all human glory lies.

VIII.

Wrapt in the gloom of uncreated night,
secure we slept in senseless matter's arms,

nor pain could vex, nor pallid fear affright,

our quiet fancy felt no dream's alarms.

Soon as to life our animated clay

awakes, and conscious being opes our eyes,

care's fretful family at once dismay,
with ghastly air a thousand phantoms rise,

sad Horror hangs o'er all the deepening gloom,

Griefpromptsthelabour'd sigh, Death opesthemarble
tomb. IX.

Yet life's strong love intoxicates the soul,

and thirst of bliss inflames the fev'rous mind,

with eager draughts we drain the pois'nous bowl,

3*



3(7 IMMORTALITY. DcntOU.

and in the dregs the cordial hope to find.

O heav'n ! for this light end were mortals made,
and plac'd on earth, with happiness in view,

to catch with cheated grasp the flitting shade,

and with vain toil the fancied form pursue,
then give their short-liv'd being to the wind,
as the wing'd arrow flies, and leaves no track behind ?

X.
Thus lonely wand'ring through the nightly shade

against the stern decrees of stubborn Fate,

to mockful Echo my complaints I made,
of life's short period, or it's toilsome state.

'Tis death-like silence all, no sound I hear,

save the hoarse raven croaking from the sky,
or scaly beetle murmuring through the air,

or screech-owl screeming with ill-omen'd cry;
save when with brazen tongue from yon high tow'r

the clock deep sounding speaks, and counts the pas-

ing hour. XI.

Pale Cynthia mounted on her silver car,

o'er heaven's blue concave drives her nightly round ;

see a torn abbey, wrapt in gloom, appear
scattered in wild confusion o'er the ground.
Here rav'nous Ruin lifts her wasteful hands

o'er briar-grown grots and bramble-shaded graves;
safe from her wrath one weeping marble stands,

o'er which the mournful yew it's umbrage waves;

ope, ope thy pond'rous jaws, thou friendly tomb,
close the sad deathful scene, and shroud me in thy

womb! XI F.

Forth issuing lovely from the gloomy shade,

which stately pines in phalanx deep compose,
fair above mortals comes a smiling maid,

to sooth my sighs, and cheer my heart-felt woes.
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Here, nurs'd by Contemplation, matron sage !

\vere with mute Solitude she loves to dwell,

in truth's fair lore she form'd her early age,
and trim'd the midnight lamp in lonely cell,

herelearn'd clear reason's heav'n-sprung light to raise

o'er passion's low-born mists, or pleasure's spurious
blaze. XIII.

Her azure mantle flows with easy grace,
nor fashion's folds contrain, nor custom's tye;
an optic tube she bears, each sphere to trace

that rolls it's rapid orbit round the sky :

yet not to Heav'n alone her views confin'd ;

a clear reflecting plane she holds, to show

the various movements of the reas'ning mind,
how strange ideas link, and habits grow,

passion's fierce impulse, will's free power to scan,

to paint the featur'd soul, and mark th' internal man.
XIV.

'Whence thesesadstrains/said she,
'

ofplaintivegrief,

which pierce the sleep-clos'd ear of peaceful rest?

oft has the sick'ning mind here found relief,

here quelPd the throbbing tumults of the breast:

lift up thy loaden eyes to yon fair cloud,

-where moon-sprung Iris* blends her beauteous dyes:'

I lift them soon, and as I gazing stood,

the fleeting phantom in a moment flies;

\vhere beam'd the gilded arch of gaudy hue,

frowns the dark low'ring cloud all gloomy to the view.

XV.
' Life's emblem fit,' said I,

' that roscid bow I

the say illusive pageant of an hour

to real semblance tricks her airy show,

* A rainbow formed by the rays of the moon at night : an object, often

visible, tho' from it's languid colours not often obseryed.
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then sinks in nighfs dull arms, and is no more !'

' Ah ! fool/ said she ' tho' now to Fancy's sight
the violet pale, the blushing red decays,
tho' now no painted cloud reflect the light,

nor drops prismatic break the falling rays,

yet still the colours live; tho' none appear,

glow in the darting beam that gilds yon crystal sphere.
XVI.

'Then let not Fancy, with her vagrant blaze,

mislead in trackless paths of wild deceit;

on Reason's steady lamp still ardent gaze;
led by her sober light to Truth's retreat.

Tho' wond'ring Ign'rancesees each form decay,
the breathless bird, bare trunk, and shrivell'd flow'r;

new forms successive catch the vital ray,

sing their wild notes or smile the allotted hour,
and search creation's ample circuit round,
tho' modes of being change, all life's immortal found.

XVII.
* See the slow reptile grov'ling o'er the green,
that trails through slimy paths it's cumbrous load,
start in new beauty from the lowly scene,

and wing with flutt'ring pride th' aetherial road;
burt their shell-prisons, see the feather'd kind,
"where in dark durance pent awhile they lie,

dispread their painted plumage to the wind,
brush the brisk air, swift shooting thro' the sky,
hail with their choral hymns the new born day,
distend theirjoy-swoln breasts and carol the sweet lay

XVIII.

'See man, thro' varied periods fix'd by fate,

ascend perfection's scale by slow degree;
the plant-like foetus quits it's senseless state,

iand helpless hangs sweet smiling on the knee;
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soon outward objects steal into the brain,

next prattling childhood lisps with mimic air,

then mem'ry links her fleet ideal train,

and sober reason rises to compare,
the full grown breast some manly passion warms,
it pants for glory's meed, or beats to loves alarms :

XIX.
then say, since nature's high behest appears
that living forms should change of being prove,
in which new joy the novel scene endears,
new objects rise to please, new wings to move;
since man too, taught by sage experience, knows
his frame revolving treads life's varying stage,
that the man-plant first vegetating grows,
then sense directs, then reason rules in-age;

say is it strange, should death's all-dreaded hour

waft to some unknown scenes, or wake some untried

pow'r? XX.
'The wise Creator, wrapt in fleshly veil,

the ray divine, the pure setherial mate;
tho* worn by age the brittle fabric fail,

the smiling soul survives the frowns of fate :

each circling year, each quick revolving day
touches with mould'ring tooth thy flitting frame,
with furtive slight repairs th' unseen decay;
for ever changing, yet in change the same,
oft hast thou dropt unhurt thy mortal part,

dare the grim terror then, nor dread his guiltless dart
XXI.

'The twinkling eye, whose various-humour'd round

takes, in soft net, th' inverted form behind,*

the list'ning ears that catch the waving sound,
are but mere organs of the feeling mind :

external matter thus can lend it's aid,
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and distant shapes with foreign power supply;
thus the long tube, by Galilseo made,

brings home the wonders of the peopled sky:
the pow'r percipient then feels no decayr
tho' blind the tube, and darkness blot the visual ray.

XXII.
' When lock'd in short suspense by sleep's soft pow'r,
in temporary death the senses lie,

when solemn silence reigns at midnight hour,
deaf the dull ear, and clos'd the curtain'd eye;
objects of sense, each conscious sense asleep,
with lively image strike the wakeful soul,

some frowning rock that threats the foaming deep,
or wood-hung vale, were streams meand'ring roll,)

some long lost friend's returning voice you hear,

clasp the life-pictured shade, and drop the pleasing
tear. XXIII.

' Each outward organ, as ideas rise,

gives easy entrance to the motley train ;

Reflection calm, with retrospective eyes,

surveys her treasures in the formful brain ;

tho' Death relentless shed his baleful dew,
In Lethe dip each form-conveying pow'r,
onhurt Reflection may her themes pursue,
smile at the ruin, safe amidst her store ;

without one sense's aid in life's low vale,

Fancy can furnish joys, and Reason lift her scale:

XXIV.
c thus the lone lover, in the pensive shade,
in day dreams rapt, of soft ectatic bliss,

pursues, in thought, the visionary maid,
feasts on the fancy'd smile, and favour'd kiss:

thus the young poet, at the close of day,
led by the magic of some fairy song,
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through the dun umbrage winds his heedless way,
nor hears the babbling brook that brawls along:
thus deathless Newton deaf to Nature's cries,

\vould measure Time and space, and travel round the

skies. XXV.
'When just expiring hangs life's trembling light,

and fell disease strikes deep the deadly dart,

reason and mem'ry burn with ardour bright,
and gen'rous passions warm the throbbing heart;
oft will the vig'rous soul in life's last stage
\vith keenish relish taste pure mental joys:
since the fierce efforts of distemper's rage
nor 'bates her vigour, nor her pow'r destroys,

say shall her lustre death itself impair,

\vheninhigh noon she rides, then sets in dark despair?
XXVI.

'Tho* through the heart no purple tide should flow,

no quivering nerVe should vibrate to the brain,

the mental pow'rs no mean dependence know;

thought may survive, and each fair passion reign:
as when Lucina ends the pangful strife,

lifts the young babe, and lights her lambent flame,

some pow'r, new-waking, hail, the dawning life,

some unsuspended live, unchang'd, the same;
so from our dust fresh faculties may bloom,

some posthumoussurvive, and triumph o'er the tomb.
XXVII.

'This fibrous frame, by Nature's kindly law,

\vhich gives each joy to keen sensation here,

o'er purer scenes of bliss the veil may draw,

and cloud reflection's more exalted sphere.

AVhen Death's cold hand, with all dissolving pow'r,

shall the close tie with friendly stroke unbind,

alike our mortal, as our natal hour,



36 IMMORTALITY.

may to new being raise the waking mind:
on Death's new genial day the soul may rise,

born to some higher life, and hail some brighter skies.

XXVIII.
'The moss-grown tree, that shrinks with rolling years,
the drooping flow'rs that die so soon away,
Jet not thy heart alarm with boding fears,

nor thy own ruin date from their decay:
the blushing rose, that breathes the balmy dew,
no pleasing transports of perception knows;
the rev'rend oak, that circling springs renew,
thinks not, nor by long age experienc'd grows;

thy fate, and their's confess no kindred tie:

tho
1

their frail forms may fade, shall sense and reason

die? XXIX.
'Nor let life's ills, that in dire circle rage,
steal from thy heaving breast those laboured sighs;
these the kind tutors of thy infant age,
train the young pupil for the future skies:

tinschool'd in early prime, in riper years
wretched and scorn'd still struts the bearded boy;
the tingling rod hedew'd with briny tears

shoots forth in graceful fruits of manly joy :

the painful cares that vex the toilsome spring,
shall plenteousjcrops of bliss in Life's last harvest bring.'

XXX.
She ceas'd, and vanishVl into sightless wind

o'er my torn breast alternate passions sway;
now Doubt desponding damps the wav'ring mind,
now Hope reviving sheds her cheerful ray.

Soon from the skies, in heav'nly white array'd,

Faith to my sight reveal'd, fair Cherub! stood,

with life replete the volume she displayed,
seaTd with the ruddy stains of crimson blood ;
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each fear now starts away, as spectres fly

when the sun's orient beam first gilds the purple sky.
XXXI.

Mean-while, the faithful herald of the day,
the village cock, crows loud with trumpet shrill,

the warbling lark soars high, and, morning gray,
lifts her glad forehead o'er the cloud-wrapt hill:

nature's wild music fills the vocal vale;

the bleating flocks that bile the dewy ground,
the lowing herds that gaze the woodland dale,

and cavern'd echo, swell the cheerful sound ;

homeward I bend with clear unclouded mind,
mix with the busy world, and leave each care behind,

A FAREWELL
TO THE VANITIES OF THE WORLD.

BY SIR H. WOTTON.

Farewell, ye gilded follies, pleasing troubles ;

farewell, ye honour'd rags, ye glorious bubbles;
fame's but a hollow echo, gold pure clay ;

honour, the darling but of one short day ;

beauty, the eye's idol, but a damask skin ;

state, but a golden prison to live in,

and torture free-born minds : embroidered trains

merely but pageants for proud swelling veins !

and blood ally'd to greatness, is alone

inherited, not purchased, nor our own.

Fame, honour, beauty, state, train, blood and birth,
are but the fading blossoms of the earth.

I would be great, but that the sun doth slill

level his rays against the rising hill:

J would be bigh, but see the proudest oak
No. 3. 4
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most subject to the rending thunder-stroke:

1 would be rich, but see men, too unkind,

dig in the bowels of the richest mine:
I would be wise, but that I often see

the fox suspected, while the ass goes free:

I would be fair, but see the fair and proud,
like the bright sun, oft setting in a cloud:

I would be poor, but know the humble grass
still trampled on by each unworthy ass:

rich, hated: wise, suspected: scorri'd if poor:

great, fear'd : fair, tempted : high, still envy'd more :

I have wish'd all ; but now I wish for neither;

great, high, rich, wise nor fair ; poor I '11 be rather.

Would the World now adopt me for her heir,

would Beauty's Queen entitle me " The Fair,"
Fame speak me Fortune's minion, could I vie

angels with India; with a speaking eye
command bare heads, bow'd knees, strike Justice
as well as blind and lame, or give a tongue [dumb,
to stones by epitaphs: be call'd Great master

in the loose rhimes of every poetaster:
could I be more than any man that lives,

greaf, fair, rich, wise, all in superlatives:

yet I more freely would these gifts resign,

than ever Fortune would have made them mine,
and hold one minute of this holy leisure

beyond the riches of this empty pleasure.

Welcome pure thoughts, welcome ye silent groves,
these guests, these courts, my soul most dearly loves :

now the wing'd people of the sky shall sing

my cheerful anthems to the gladsome springs
a prayer-book now shall be my looking glass,
in which I will adore sweet Virtue's face.
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Here dwell no hateful looks, no palace cares,

no broken vows dwell here, nor pale-fac'd fears :

then here I '11 sit and sigh my hot love's folly,

and learn t' affect an holy melancholy ;

and if Contentment be a stranger then,

I'll ne'er look for it but in Heaven again.

AD LAURAM PARITURAM EPIGRAMMA f;

BY SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL. D.*

Angliacus inter pulcherrima Laura puellas,
mox uteri pondus depositura grave,

adsit, Laura, tibi facilis Lucina dolenti,

neve tibi noceat praenituisse Deas.

O qui perpetua" mundum ration gubernas,
terrarum ccelique sator !

Disjice terrense nubulas et pondera molls,

atque tuo splendore mica ! Tu namque serenum,
tu requies tranquilla piis. Te cernere finis t

principium, vector, dux, semita, terminus, idem.

O thou whose power o'er moving worlds presides,
whose voice created, and whose wisdom guides,
on darkling man in pure effulgence shine,

and cheer the clouded mind with light divine.

'Tis thine alone to calm the pious breast,

with silent confidence and holy rest ;

from thee, great God ! we spring, to thee we tend,

path, motive, guide, original, and end.

* Mr. Hector was present when this epigram was made impromptu.
The first line was proposed bv Dr. James, and Dr. Sam. Johnson was
called on by the company to finish it, which he instantly did.
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BY DR. WrLLIAM BROOME.

Oh ! for Elijah's car, to wing my way
o'er the dark gulph of death, to endless day!
a thousand ways, alas ! frail mortals lead

to her dire den, and dreadful all to tread.

See! in the horrors of yon house of woes,

troops of all maladies the fiend enclose !

high on a trophy rais'd of human bones,

swords, spears, and arrows, and sepulchral stones,

in horrid slate she reigns! attendant ills

besiege her throne, and when she frowns she kills:

through the thick gloom the torch red gleaming burns.

O'er shrouds, and sable palls and mould'ring urns;
while flowing stoles, black plumes, and scutcheons

an idle pomp around the silent dead : [spread
unawM by power, in common heap she flings

the scrips of beggars, and the crowns of kings:
here gales of sighs instead of breezes, blow,
and streams of tears for ever murm'ring flow :

the mournful yew with solemn horror waves

his baleful branches, saddening even the graves:
around all birds obscene loud screaming fly,

clang their black wings, and shriek along the sky:
the ground perverse, tho* bare and barren, breeds

all poisons, foes to life, and noxious weeds ;

but, blasted frequent by th' unwholesome sky,
dead fall the birds, the very poisons die.

Full in the entrance of the dreadful doors,

old-age, half vanish'd to a ghost deplores:
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propp'd on his crutch, he drags with.many a groan
the load of life, yet dreads to lay it down.

There, downward, driving an unnumbered band,

Intemperance and Disease walk hand in hand:

these, Torment, whirling with remorseless sway
a scourge of iron, lashes on the way.
There frantic Anger, prone to wild extremes,

grasps an ensanguined sword, and heaven blasphemes.
There heart-sick Agony distorted stands,

writhes his convulsive limbs, and wrings his hands.

There Sorrow droops his ever-pensive head,
and Care still tosses on his iron bed :

or, musing, fastens on the ground his eye
with folded arms; with every breath a sigh.

Hydrops unwieldly wallows in a flood ;

and murder rages, red with human blood,
with Fever, Famine, and afflictive Pain,

Plague, Pestilence, and War, a dismal train!

These and a thousand more the fiend surround,
shrieks pierce the air, and groans to groans resound.

heavens ! is this the passage to the skies

that man must tread, when man your favourite dies?

Oh ! for Elijah's car to wing my way
o'er the dark gulf of death to endless day !

Confounded at the sight my spirits fled,

my eyes rain'd tears, my very heart was dead !

1 wailM the lot of man, that all would shun,
and all must bear that breathe beneath the sun.

When lo! an heavenly form, divinely fair,

shoots from the starry vault through fields of air;
and swifter than on wings of lightning driven,
at once seems here and there, in earth and heaven !

a dazzling brightness in refulgent streams

flows from his locks inwreath'd with sunny beams ;
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his roseate cheeks the bloom of heav'n display,
and from his eyes dart glories more than day:
a robe of light condens'd around him shone,
and his loins glitter'd with a starry zone:

and while the listening winds lay hush'd to hear,

thus spoke the vision, amiably severe!
' Vain man ! \vouldstthou escape the common lot,

to live, to suffer, die, and be forgot?
Look back on ancient times, primaeval years,

all, all are past! a mighty void appears!
Heroes and kings, those gods of earth, whose fame
aw'd half the nations, now are but a name!
the great in arts or arms, the wise, the just,

mix with the meanest in congenial dust!

ev'n saints and prophets the same paths have trod,

ambassadors of Heaven, and friends of God !

and thou, wouldst thou the general sentence fly?

Moses is dead ! thy Saviour deign'd to die !

Mortal, in all thy acts regard thy end ;

live well the time thou liv'st and death 's thy friend :

then curb each rebel thought against the sky,
and die resigned, O man, ordainM to die!'

He added not, but spread his wings in flight,

and vanished instant in a blaze of light.

Abash'd, asham'd, I cry, Eternal Power I

1 yield! I wait resign'd th* appointed hour!

Man, foolish man, no more thy soul deceive!

to die, is but the surest way to live:

when age we ask, we ask it in our wrong,
and pray our time of suffering may be long;
the nauseous draught, and dregs of life to drain,

and feel infirmity, and length of pain !

what art thou, life, that we should court thy stay ?

a breath, one single gasp must puff away !
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a short-liv'd flower, that with the day must fade!

a fleeting vapour, and an empty shade!

a stream that silently, but swiftly glides
to meet eternity's imineasur'd tides!

a being, lost alike by pain or joy !

a fly can kill it, or a worm destroy !

impair'd by labour, and by ease undone,
commenced in tears, and ended in a groan !

Ev'n while I write, the transient NOW is past,
and death more near this sentence than the last!

As some weak isthmus seas from seas divides,
beat by rude waves, and sapp'd by rushing tides,
torn from it's base, no more their fury bears,
at once they close, at once it disappears:
such, such is life ! the mark of misery plac'd
between two worlds, the future and the past;
to time, to sickness, and to death a prey,
it sinks, the frail possession of a day!
As some fond boy in sport along the shore

builds from the sands a fabric of an hour;
proud of his spacious walls and stately rooms,
he styles the mimic cells imperial domes;
the little monarch swells with fancied sway,
till some wind rising puffs the dome away :

so the poor reptile, man ! an heir of woe,
the lord of earth and ocean, swells in show ;

he plants, he builds, aloft the walls arise !

the noble plan he finishes, and dies.

Swept from the earth, he shares the common fate;
his sole distinction now, to rot in state !

Thus busy to no end, till out of breath,
tirVl we lie down, and close up all in death.

Then blest the man whom gracious Heav'n has led

through life's blind mazes to th' immortal dead !
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v/ho, safely landed on the blissful shore,
nor human folly feels, nor frailty more !

O death ! thou cure of all our idle strife !

end of the gay, or serious farce of life !

\vish of the just, and refuge of th' opprest !

where poverty, and even kings find rest !

safe from the frowns of power ! calm thoughtful hate !

and the rude insults of the scornful great !

the grave is sacred ! wrath and malice dread

to violate it's peace, and wrong the dead :

but life, thy name is woe ! to death we fly ;

to grow immortal, into life we die !

then wisely heav'n in silence has confin'd

the happier dead, lest none should stay behind.

What tho' the path be dark that must be trod,

tho' man be blotted from the works of God,
tho' the four winds his scattered atoms bear

to earth's extremes, through all th' expanse of air ;

yet bursting glorious from the silent clay,
he-mounts triumphant to eternal day.
So when the sun rolls down th' etherial plain,

extinct his splendours in the whelming main,
a transient night, earth, air, and Heaven, invades,

eclips'd in horrors of surrounding shades;
but soon emerging with a fresher ray,
he starts exultant, and renews the day.

.
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BY DB. HAWKESWORTH*

JJfe ! the dear precarious boon !

soon we lose, alas ! how soon !

fleeting vision, falsely gay !

grasp'd in vain, it fades away,

mixing with surrounding shades,

lovely vision ! how it fades !

Let the Muse, in Fancy's glass,

catch the phantoms as they pass.

See, they rise ! a nymph behold

careless, wanton, young and bold !

mark her devious, hasty pace,
antic dress, and thoughtless face,

smiling cheeks, and roving eyes,
causeless mirth, and vain surprise ;

tripping at her side, a boy
shares her wonder and her joy ;

this is Folly, Childhood's guide,
this is Childhood at her side.

What is he succeeding now,

myrtles blooming on his brow,

bright, and blushing as the morn,
not on earth a mortal born ?

Shafts, to pierce the strong, I view,

wings, the flying to pursue;
victim of his power, behind

stalks a slave of human kind,
whose disdain of all the free

speaks his mind's captivity.
Love's the tyrant, Youth the slave,

youth in vain is wise or brave ;
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Love with conscious pride defies

all the brave, and all the wise.

Who art thou with anxious mien

stealing o'er the shifting scene?

eyes, with tedious vigils red,
'

sighs, by doubts and wishes bred,
cautious step, and glancing leer,

speak thy woes, and speak thy fear ;

arm in arm, what wretch is he

Jike thyself, who walks with thee?

Like thy own his fears and woes>

all thy pangs his bosom knows :^

well, too well ! my boding breast

knows the names your looks suggest,

anxious, busy, restless pair !

manhood, link'd by Fate to Care.

Wretched state ! and yet 'tis dear;

Fancy, close the prospect here !

close it, or recal the past,

spare my eyes, my heart, the last.

Vain the wish ! the last appears,
while I gaze it swims in tears ;

Age, my future self, I trace,

moving slow with feeble pace,

bending with disease and cares,

all the load of life he bears;
white his locks, his visage wan,

strength, and ease, and hope are gone.
Death, the shadowy form I know I

Death overtakes him, dreadful foe!

swift they vanish, mournful sight;

night succeeds, impervious night!
What these dreadful glooms conceal

Fancy's glass can ne'er reveal ;" *
-
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when shall time the veil remove?

when shall light the scene improve?
when shall truth my doubts dispel?
awful period ! who can tell?

A PARAPHRASE ON MATT, vii, .12,

BY MISS WILLIAMS.

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to

Precept divine! to earth in mercy given;
O sacred rule of action, worthy heaven!

whose pitying love ordain'd the blest command
to bind our nature in a firmer band;
enforce each human suff'rer's strong appeal,
and teach the selfish breast what others feel ;

wert thou the guide of life, mankind might know
a soft exemption from the worst of woe ;

no more the powerful would the weak oppress,
but tyrants learn the luxury to bless ;

no more would slavery bind a hopeless train

of human victims in her galling chain ;

mercy the hard, the cruel heart would move
to soften mis'ry by. the deeds of love;

and av'rice from his hoarded treasures give,

unask'd, the liberal boon, that want might live!

the impious tongue of falsehood then would cease

to blast, \vith dark suggestions, virtue's peace;
no more would- spleen or passion banish rest,

and plant a pang in fond affection's breast;

by one harsh word, one alter'd look destroy
her peace, and wither ev'ry op'ning joy ;

scarce can her tongue the captious wrong explain,
the slight offence which gives so deep a pain !
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th' Affected ease that slights her starting tear,

the words whose coldness kills from lips so dear ;

the hand she loves, alone can point the dart,

whose hidden sting could wound no other heart ;

these, of all pains the sharpest we endure,
the breast which now inflicts, would spring to cure.

No more deserted genius then would fly

to breathe in solitude his hopeless sigh ;

no more would fortune's partial smile debase

the spirit, rich in intellectual grace;
who views unmovM from scenes where pleasures
the flame of genius sunk in mis'ry's gloom ; [bloom,
the soul Heaven form'd to soar, by want deprest,
nor heeds the wrongs that pierce a kindred breast.

Thou righteous Law, whose clear and useful light
sheds on the mind a ray divinely bright;

condensing in one rule whate'er the sage
has proudly taught, in many a laboured page;
bid every heart thy hallow'd voice revere,

to justice sacred, and to nature dear !

A PARAPHRASE ON ISAIAH xlix, 15.

BY THE SAME.

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compas-
sion on the son of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget

thee,

Heaven speaks ! oh Nature, listen and rejoice !

oh spread from pole to pole this gracious voice !

'
Say every breast of human frame, that proves

the boundless force with which a parent loves ;

say, can a mother from her yearning heart

bid the soft image of her child depart?
she ! whom strong instinct arms with strength to bear
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all forms of ill, to shield that clearest care;

she! who with anguish stung, with madness wild,

will rush on death to save her threatened child ;

all selfish feelings banish'd from her breast,

her life one aim to make another's blest;

when her vex'd infant to her bosom clings,

when round her neck his eager arms he flings;

breathes to her listening soul his melting sigh,

and lifts, suffus'd with tears, his asking eye!
will she, for all ambition can attain,

the charms of pleasure, or the lures of gain,

betray strong Nature's feelings ? will she prove
cold to the claims of duty, and of love ?

But should the mother from heryearning heart

bid the soft image of her child depart;
when the vex'd infant to her bosom clings,

when round her neck his eager arms he flings;
should she unpitying hear his melting sigh,
and view unmov'd the tear that fills his eye;
should she, for all ambition can attain,

the charms of pleasure, or the lures of gain,

betray strong Nature's feelings, should she prove
cold to the claims of duty and of love !

yet never will the God, whose word gave birth

to yon illumiu'd orbs, and this fair earth;
who through the boundless depths of trackless space
bade new-wak'd beauty spread each perfect grace;

yet when he form'd the vast stupendous whole,
shed his best bounties on the human soul;

which reason's light illumes, which friendship warms,
which pity softens, and which virtue charms;
which feels the pure affections' gen'rous glow,
shares others' joy, and bleeds for others* woe;
oh never will the gen'ral Father prove

No. 63. 5
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of man forgetful ; man, the child of love !'

When ail those planets in their ample spheres
have wing'd their course, and roll'd their destinM
when the vast sun shall veil his golden light [years;

deep in the gloom of everlasting night;
when wild destructive flames shall wrap the skies,

when Chaos triumphs, and when Nature dies;
man shall alone the wreck of worlds survive,

'midst falling spheres, immortal, man shall live!

The voice which bade the last dread thunders roll,

shall whisper to the good, and cheer their soul.

God shall himself his favour'd creature guide
where living waters pour their blissful tide,

where the enlarg'd, exulting, wond'ring mind
shall soar, from weakness and from guilt renVd;
where perfect knowledge, bright with cloudless rays,
shall gild eternity's unmeasur'd days;
where friendship, unembitter'd by distrust,

shall in immortal bands unite the just;

devotion, rais'd to rapture, breathe her strain,

and love in his eternal triumph reign!

A PARAPHRASE ON PSALM Ixxiv, 16, 17.

BY THE SAME.

The day is thine, the night also is thine ; thou hast prepared the light

and the sun. Thou hast set all the borders of the earth ; thou hast made
summer and winter.

My God ! all nature owns thy sway,
thou giv'st the night, and thou the day !

When all thy lov'd creation wakes,
when morning, rich in lustre, breaks,
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and bathes in dew the op'ning flower,

to thee we owe her fragrant hour ;

and when she pours her choral song,
her melodies to thee belong !

or when, in paler tints array'd,
the evening slowly spreads her shade;
that soothing shade, that grateful gloom,
can more than days enlivening bloom,
still ev'ry fond and vain desire,

and calmer, purer thoughts inspire ;

from earth the pensive spirit free,

and lead the soften'd heart to Thee.

In ev'ry scene thy hands have dress'd,

in ev'ry form by thee impress'd,

upon the mountains awful head,
or where the sheltering woods are spread ;

in e?'ry note that swell the gale,
or tuneful stream that cheers the vale,

the cavern's depth, or echoing grove,
a voice is heard of praise, and love.

As o'er thy work the seasons roll,

and sooth, with change of bliss, the soul,

oh never may their smiling train

pass o'er the human scene in vain !

but oft, as on the charm we gaze,
attune the wond'ring soul to praise ;

and be the joys that most we prize
the joys that from thy favour rise !



A BIRTH-DAY THOUGHT.

Can I, all gracious Providence !

can I deserve thy care ?

ah ! no ; I've not the least pretence
to bounties which 1 share.

Have I not been defended still

from dangers and from death ;

been safe preserved from ev'ry ill

e'er since thou gav'st me breath?

I live once more, to see the day
that brought me first to light;

P ! teach my willing heart the way
to take thy mercies right.

Tho' dazzling splendor, pomp, and show,

my fortune has denied ;

yet more than grandeur can bestow
content hath well supplied.

No strife has e'er disturb'd my peace,
no mis'ries have I known ;

and, that I'm bless'd with health and ease,
with humble thanks I own.

J envy no one's birth or fame,
their titles, train, or dress;

nor has my pride e'er stretch'd it's ain>

beyond what I possess.

I ask and wish, not to appear
more beauteous, rich, or gay;

Lord, make me wiser every year,
and better every day.
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ON THE GOODNESS OF THE SUPREME BEING.

BY CHRISTOPHER SMART, M. A.

Orpheus, for so the Gentiles* call'd thy name,
Israel's sweet Psalmist, who alone could'st wake
th

1

inanimate to motion ; who alone

the joyful hillocks, the applauding rocks,

and floods, with musical persuasion drew ; ,

thou who to hail and snow gav'st voice and sound,
and mad'st the mute melodious ! greater yet
was thy divinest skill, and rul'd o'er more
than art and nature ; for thy tuneful touch

drore trembling Satan from the heart of Saul,

and quell'd the evil Angel: in this breast

some portion of thy genuine spirit breathe

and lift me from myself each thought impure
banish; each low idea raise, refine,

enlarge, and sanctify ; so shall the Muse
above the stars aspire, and aim to praise

her God on earth, as he is prais'd in Heaven,

Immense Creator ! whose all-powerful hand
fram'd universal Being, and whose eye
saw like thyself, that til things formed were good;
where shall the timorous Bard the praise begin,
where end the purest sacrifice of song,
and just thanksgiving ? The thought-kindling light,

thy prime production, darts upon my mind
it's vivifying beams, my heart illumines,

and fills my soul with gratitude and Thee.

Hail to the cheerful rays of ruddy morn,
that paint the streaky East, and blithsome rouse

the birds, the cattle, and mankind from rest !

* See this conjecture strong*? supported byjDclanjr, in h Life ofDarid.
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Hail to the freshness of the early breeze,

and Iris dancing on the new-fall'n dew!
Without the aid of yonder golden globe
lost were the garnet's lustre, lost the lily,

the tulip and auricula's spotted pride;
lost were the Peacock's plumage, to the sight,
so pleasing in it's pomp and glossy glow.
O thrice illustrious ! were it not for Thee
those pansies, that reclining from the bank,
view through th' immaculate, pellucid stream,
their portrature in the inverted Heaven,

might as well change their triple boast, the white,

the purple and the gold, that far outvie

the Eastern monarch's garb, ev'n with the dock,
ev'n with the baleful helm lock's irksome green.
Without thy aid, without thy gladsome beams,
the tribes of woodland warblers would remain

mute on the bending branches, nor recite

the praise of Him, who, ere he form'd their lord,

their voices tun'd to transport, wing'd their flight,

and bade them call for nurture, and receive:

and lo ! they call ; the blackbird and the thrush,

the woodlark and the redbreast jointly call;

he hears and feeds their featherM families,

he feeds his sweet musicians, nor neglects
th' invoking ravens in the greenwood wide;
and tho' their throats coarse rattling hurt the ear,

they mean it all for music, thanks and praise

they mean, and leave ingratitude to Man.
But not to all, for hark the organs blow
their swelling notes round the cathedral's dome,
and grace th' harmonious choir, celestial feast

to pious ears, and med'cine of the mind !

the thrilling trebles aiul the manly bass
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join in accordance meet, and with one voice

all to the sacred subject suit their song !

While in each breast sweet Melancholy reigns

angelically pensive, till thejoy

improves and purifies; the solemn scene

the Sun through storied pains surveys wi-th awe,
and bashfully withholds each bolder beam.

Here, as her home, from morn to eve frequents
the cherub Gratitude; behold her eyes!
with love and gladness weepingly they shed

ecstatic smiles; the incense, that her hands

uprear, is sweeter than the breath of May
caught from the nectarine's blossom, and her voice
is more than voice can tell ; to 'him she sings,
to him who feeds, who clothes, and who adorns ;

who made, and who preserves, whatever dwells

in air, in steadfast earth, or fickle sea.

O he is good, he is immensely good !

\vho all things forrifd, and formM them all for man$
who mark'd the climates, varied every zone,

dispensing all his blessings for the best

in order and in beauty: rise, attend,

attest, and praise, ye quarters of the world !

Bow down, ye elephants, submissive bow
to him who made the mite, tho

1

Asia's pride!

ye carry armies on your tower-crown'd backs,
and grace the turban'd tyrants, bow to him
who is as great, as perfect, and as good
in his less striking wonders, till at length
the eye 's at fault, and seeks th* assisting glass.

Approach, and bring from Araby the blest,

the fragrant cassia, frankincense and myrrh,
and meekly kneeling at the altar's foot

lay all the tributary incense down.
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Stoop sable Africa, with reverence stoop,
and from thy brow take off the painted plume ;

with golden ingots all thy camels load

t* adorn his temples, hasten with thy spear
reverted and thy trusty bow unstrung,
while unpursu'd thy lions roam and roar,

and ruin'd towers, rude rocks, and caverns wide

remurmur to the glorious, surly sound.

And thou, fair Indian, whose immense domain
to counterpoise the Hemisphere extends,

haste frcrm the West, and with thy fruits and flowers,

thy mines and med'cines, wealthy maid, attend,

more than the plenteousness so fam'd to flow

by fabling bards from Amalthea's horn

is thine; thine therefore be a portion due
of thanks and praise: come with thy brilliant crown
and vest of furr; and from thy fragrant lap

pomegranates and the rich ananas* pour.
But chiefly thou, Europa, seat of Grace
and Christian excellence, his Goodness own,
forth from ten thousand temples pour his praise ;

clad in the armour of the living God.

Approach, unsheath the spirit's flaming sword ;

Faith's shield, Salvation's glory, compass'd helm
with fortitude assume, and o'er your heart

fair Truth's invulnerable breast-plate spread ;

then join the general chorus of all worlds,

and let the song of Charity begin

in strains seraphic, and melodious prayer.
f O all sufficient, all beneficient,

thou God of Goodness and of Glory, hear !

thou, who to lowliest minds dost condescend,

assuming passions
to enforce thy laws,

The Indian name foy Pineapples:
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Adopting jealousy to prove thy love :

thou, who uphold'st resigned humility,
ev'n as the florist props the drooping rose,

but quelPst tyrannic pride with peerless power,
ev'n as the tempest rives the stubborn oak:
O all sufficient, all beneficient,

thou God of Goodness, and of Glory, hearf

bless all mankind, and bring them in the end
to heaven, to immortality, and THEE 1*

ON A THUNDER-STORM.

BY MILNE'S:

The dark-rob'd tempest clouds yon azure sky,
and sits in gloomy majesty enthroned !

loud o'er our heads tremendous thunder rolls,

and with repeated flashes, lightening glares

upon the dazzled eye : now beating rain

impetuous pours ; and now the rattling hail,

with all the mingled horrors of a storm.

Amid this aweful scene, my soul, confide

in nature's Sov'reign, whose almighty hand

supports creation's vast stupendous frame,

and holds in due subjection evVy part. ,

Whose dread controul the elements confess ;

he stops great ocean in his proud career,
" Thus far," he cries,

" no farther shalt thou come,
nor here thy haughty waves presume to pass."

The vast ungovernable sea obeys!
the storms that rage at his divine command,
his sacred voice can hush ; at once dispel
fhe aweful gloom that darkens nature's face,

and round diffuse the lovely, placid smile.
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Behold, the dreadful tempest now is o'er,

ve breathe a purer, a more balmy air,

more lively verdure decks the smiling earth,

and all is calm, beneficent, and gay.

May I, if stormy ills obscure my life,

thus in the great first cause, a pious trust,

humbly repose, nor ever let the gloom
of dark uncertain doubt, or dire despair
overwhelm my soul. Then purified by storms,

my mortal day shall clearer, fairer rise.

For this great truth is sure, if patient borne

the transient woes of this tempestuous world,

then the bright calm of Heaven's unfading bli&s

will be to all eternity our own*

THE IGNORANCE OF MAN.

BY JAMES MERRICK, M. A.

Behold yon new-born infant griev'd
with hunger, thirst and pain ;

that asks to have the wants reliev'd

it knows not to explain.

Aloud the speechless .suppliant cries,

and utters, as it can,
the woes that in it's bosom rise,

and speak it's nature Man.

That infant, whose advancing hour,

life's various sorrows try,

(sad proofs of sin's transmittive power}
that infant, Lord ! am I.

A childhood yet my thoughts confess,

tho' long in years mature ;
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unknowing whence I feel distress,

and where, or what it's cure.

Author of good ! to thee I turn ;

thy ever-wakeful eye
alone can all my wants discern,

thy hand alone supply.

O let thy fear within me dwell,

thy love my footsteps guide;
that love shall vainer loves expel,

that fear all fears beside.

And O ! by Error's force subdu'd,
since oft my stubborn will,

preposterous, shuns the latent good,
and grasps the specious ill ;

not to my wish, but to my want,
do thou thy gifts apply;

unask'd, what good thou knowest grant;
what ill, tho' ask'd, deny.
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