
Solomon disbelieved not; but the deiJils disbelieved, teaching mankind 
magic and that which was revealed to {iJe two angels in Babel, Harut 
and Marut. Nor did they (the two ange'ts) teach it to anyone till they 
had said: 'We are only a temptation, the;'eJPre disbelieve not {in the 
guidance of Allah}.' 

Tbe Holy Qur'an, 2:102 

We shall show them Our portents upon the hJrizons and within 
themselves until it will be manifest unto them that i4 is the Truth. 

Th/ Holy Qur'an, 41:53 

What would a science, a philosophy, a technology be like, which, 
while not abandoning the outward operations of observation, exper
iment and analysis, nevertheless remained firmly grounded upon 
awareness of the Word within, the source and meaning of all? 

Cyprian Smith 
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Introduction to 
Traditional Astrology 

Six hundred years ago, the king summoned the royal astrologer into his august 
presence. A messenger ran from the throne-room, down the winding corridors 
and up the spiral stairs, brushing aside cobwebs and the odd slumbering bat, 
into the dusty ch�mber at the top of the Black Tower where the astrologer had 
his den. "Come/with me," he said, "The King wishes to consult you." The 
astrologer pickil up his astrolabe and a couple of attendant spirits and, limping 
valiantly as fast as his aged frame could carry him, hobbled after the messenger. 

Reachillg/�he King's throne-room he wiped his trembling hands on his long, 
snow-white beard and bowed low. "We are thinking of marrying the princess of 
Ruritania," the king boomed, "Is this is good idea?" 
"Well, your majesty," the astrologer replied, "You're a Leo and always like to be 
the centre of attention and she's a Pisces so she's dreamy and other-worldly. 
There's not much hope for you. Your lucky number today is 6." 
"Thank you," said the king. "You have set my mind at ease. Take this golden 
ducat for your pains, and tell your bat he is now Duke of Estragon." 

This did not happen. 

Six hundred years ago, the king summoned the royal astrologer into his 
presence. A messenger ran from the throne room, down the winding corridors 
and up the spiral stairs, clambering over candle-making kits and macrame plant 
holders, into the loft-space at the top of the Black Tower where the astrologer 
was enjoying a rebirthing session. "Come with me," he said, "The King wishes 
to consult you." The astrologer picked up his astrolabe and a selection of Bower 
remedies and, limping valiantly as fast as his fragile archetype would permit, 
hobbled after the messenger. 

Reaching the King's throne-room he wiped his trembling hands on his aura 
and bowed low. "We are thinking of marrying the princess of Ruritania," the 
king boomed, "Is this a good idea?" 

"Well, your majesty," the astrologer replied, settling himself comfortably 
onto the Complete Works of lung, "I see from your chart that you had a diffi
cult childhood and are far more sensitive than other people realise. You have a 
vocation as a healer and unfulfilled creative potentials." 
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"ThallI.. YOIl," ".lId t i ll' k i l lg. "I IIlldlT\ta l ld  t he wl lO k s i t u a t iol l 1 l 11ICh bct tlT 
now. 'Elke th i s  golden plat i tude and add i t  to your colkction." 

This did not happen .  

Six hundred years ago, the king summoned the royal astrologer. 'I 'm thinking of 
marrying the princess of Ruritania," he asked him. "Is this a good idea?" 
"Well, your majesty," the astrologer replied, "I see from the chart that the 
princess will attract poets, thinkers and artists from across the continent and 
make your court a renowned centre of learning. The marriage will create a 
lasting bond between the two kingdoms and her father will be a valuable ally in 
the forthcoming war against the barbarians. But all of your children will prede
cease you, so after your death the throne will pass to your wicked brother, who 
will oppress the people." 

"Thank you," said the king. "That gives me something to think about an(L 
some concrete information on which to base my decision. Now get back to 
your studies." 

This did not happen either; but it is a much closer picture of what astrology 
has been through most of its history. 

Modern astrology is rubbish. As a practising, professional astrologer I find it 
necessary to make this clear from the start. What passes for astrology today is 
nothing but a travesty of the science as once practised. 

Our first familiarity with the subject comes almost invariably through the 
Sun-sign columns of the newspapers, usually when we are hoping for some 
favourable omen that this is the day when Mr or Ms Perfect is finally going to 
notice us. Here we find invaluable advice such as 'avoid accidents' and 'be 
careful with sharp objects'; precise predictions such as 'public events may start 
late' and 'small items may be lost' (note the word 'may') ;  or penetrating 
character analysis such as 'your relationship needs are rather complicated and 
not easily satisfied'. 1 

The scientific critics have trouble grasping the possibility that there is, even 
today, rather more to astrology than is given in these columns. Most people, 
however, have a more or less vague awareness that there is 'something else', that 
it is possible to have one's own birth-chart cast, which offers the promise of 
greater insight into one's nature than the simple knowledge that one is a Leo or 
a Taurus. Indeed there is 'something else'; but unfortunately this something is 
of little more value than the newspaper columns, typically consisting of a mish
mash of half-understood psychoanalytical jargon, vague enough so that 
whoever hears it can find it applies to themselves. "You're deeply sensitive," 
"You had a difficult childhood," "You find even close relationships somehow 
unfulfilling," Yes, we think, that's me to a 'T' .  

Modern astrology thrives on the natural human propensity to relate anything 

I All quoted from a random sampling of the genre. 
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t hat is hC;1I"(1 to olln..!I' . .  1\ \V, . •  11l' ;"1 1 l 1 ; ltk 01" t he same matLTials in d iHcrent 
proport ioll , a l l  t hl' V.lgIIl' I"Yl hological gel lera l it ies arc inside us somewhere. 
"You're deeply sl·ll.s i t i vl' ," a l ld  even the most hardened thug thinks of the time 
he  stroked a puppy. ' I 'h is is a basic trance-induction technique - say anything 
and the listener will immediately be reminded of an occasion when it happened 
to them: "You're thinking about the countryside." You certainly are now. This is 
the cosy base on which modern astrology is built, as the client is taken on a 
drowsy tour of the more acceptable parts of their own psyche to reassure 
themselves that they are really more wonderful than those horrid people outside 
will ever appreciate. The guiding rule of all modern astrology is that the 
astrologer must never, ever say anything that might possibly discomfit the 
client. Having the undivided and uncritical attention of another person for an 
hour is no doubt pleasant enough; but if that is really all that astrology can 
offer, it is hard to understand why it has for so long occupied so prominent a 
place in the intellectual life of cultures across the globe, accepted and practised 
by minds of uncommon power and subtlety. 

As with the king in our story, anyone consulting an astrologer in the past 
wanted some specific, verifiable information. Will my wife stay faithful and can I 
get my hands on her money? Where is my stray cow? When is a good moment to 
attack this castle? Will the harvest be good this year? Unlike his modern counter
part, the astrologer in days past was making clear, verifiable statements. Ifhe told 
the client he would find his cow in the pound in the next village, the client 
would go to the next village and look. For the astrologer to retain any credibili�, 
either a reasonable proportion of his statements must have been correct, or hiS 
clients must have been remarkably foolish. If, as the sceptics would have us 
believe, our ancestors regularly came back from the pound having found no cow, 
yet still believed in the wisdom of the astrologer, we might reasonably expect that 
the human race would have died out from sheer stupidity. It did not. 

So let us consider (and 'consider' means 'to study the stars') an example of the 
traditional astrological methods with which our forebears would have been 
familiar, seeing how traditional astrology actually worked, so we may judge its 
value for ourselves. Fear not - no technical knowledge is needed to follow the 
process. 

A lawyer had mislaid some share certificates belonging to a client: they had been 
in her office, where they belonged, and then it was noticed that they were no 
longer there. At the very least, this could have been extremely embarrassing; it 
had potential to cause serious financial implications for her company, so she 
asked an astrologer a question, "Where are the share certificates?" Using t�e 
technique of horary astrology, probably the most common branch of the art 111 
centuries past, the astrologer set a chart of the stars as they stood at the moment 
the question was asked.2 This horary chart provides a picture of the situation 

Novemher 27th 1995,5,\1 pIll CM'!', l.ondon. 
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Chart 1: Where are the Share Certificates? 

which, by following set rules or pathways to judgement - no subjective 
intuition or psychic powers are involved - the astrologer reads to provide an 
answer to the question. 

If we consider the question as a drama, each of the planets in it represents one 
of the characters in that drama. Our first task is to identifY which planet is 
playing the part of the chief character in this particular play: the share certifi
cates. The chart, as you can see, is divided into twelve sections, called houses. 
Everything in the universe, no matter how big or how small, past, present or 
future, animate or inanimate, real or imaginary, is regarded as falling within the 
scope of one or other of these houses. The horizontal line across the chart repre
sents the horizon; the houses are numbered from one to twelve in anti-clock
wise order from the eastern (left-hand) horizon. In this instance, the share 
certificates are regarded as falling into the fourth house; being at the bottom of 
the chart, this house is concerned, among other things, with buried treasure and 
hence mislaid objects: the share certificates are our lawyer's 'buried treasure'. 

The planet playing the part of the certificates will be the one that rules the 
zodiac sign on the leading edge, or cusp, of that house. In this chart, Virgo (n�) 
falls on that cusp. Virgo is ruled by Mercury (<;I), so Mercury represents the 
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cert ifiLlll'�. All  we lIeed d() II()W i� locate Mer c ury in the chart. This w i ll give us 
the whereahouts  of t l te l nt i liutes. 

Houses 1,4,7 and to are known as angular houses; had we found Mercury in 
one of these it would have indicated that the certificates were close at hand, or 
near where they ought to be. Houses 2, 5, 8 and II - the middle houses in each 
quadrant - are succedent; had Mercury been in one of these, we should have 
judged that they were a little distance away. In this context, perhaps they would 
have been in the next room rather than the one where they should have been. 
The remaining houses, 3, 6, 9 and 12 are cadent; finding our significator in one 
of these suggests that the certificates are a long way off. This is puzzling. Why 
are the documents a long way away? 

The chart explains how this has come about. Mercury, at 7 degrees of 
Sagittarius (/) is very close to the Sun (0), at 5 degrees of Sagittarius. Mercury 
moves faster than the Sun, so we can see that they must recently have been 
together and Mercury is now separating from this co?tact. A contact - kno�n 
as an aspect - that is about to happen when the chart IS cast refers to somethlOg 
that is about to happen in the world; similarly, a contact that has already 
happened when the chart is cast refers to something that has already happened 
in the world. This, incidentally, is a distinction that has been largely forgotten 
by modern astrology; we must assume that the modern astrologer has never 
waited for a bus: if he had, he would be aware of the significant difference 
between things that are applying and things that are moving away. As with 
buses, so with aspects. This contact with the Sun is the only thing of note that 
has recently happened to Mercury; perhaps it is the clue that we need. 

To find out what the Sun represents in the chart - which role it is playing in 
our drama - we look first to the house that it rules. In this case, this is the third 
house, as Leo (J6), the sign ruled by the Sun, is the sign on the cusp of that 
house; so the Sun could well represent something connected with the third 
house. Among the many concerns of the third house are all forms of communi
cation, including the post. If the documents (Mercury) have been in recent 
contact with the post (Sun) , this might explain why they are now a long way off 
(cadent house). This is a plausible story; we can run with this until we find it 
either provides us with the solution that we require, or leads us into a blind 
alley, from which we must backtrack and take another path. 

So the documents seem to have been bundled up with some other papers and 
put into the post by mistake. They are now a long way off. This is interesting, 
but neither use nor consolation. We need to find out what will happen to them. 
Moving away from the Sun, Mercury is approaching Jupiter (4). As Mercury 
moves much faster than Jupiter, it will soon catch it. Jupiter rules Pisces (H), the 
sign on the cusp of the tenth house. The tenth is the house of work, career, the 
office. This is promising: the documents are coming to the office. 

But, woe and alas! Mercury is at 7 degrees of Sagittarius, Jupiter is at 21 
degrees of that sign. For Mercury to catch Jupiter it has to pass through 18 
Sagi ttarius, where there is an aspect with Saturn (1)), sitting at the top of the 
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chart at Ig degrees of Pisces. Th is is not good . .saturn is a thorough ly nasty piece 
of work and best avoided. In traditional astrology we deal with benefic planets, 
Jupiter and Venus, and malefic planets, Mars and Saturn. Benehcs are helpful; 
malehcs are not. Modern astrologers have no truck with this. The idea of 
malehc planets was hne for the simple folk in days of yore, but the moderns 
claim (apparently in all seriousness) that we are far too sophisticated for such 
things now. We inhabit a Jungian universe, where we make psychological gold 
out of any base matter that crosses Out path; but is this really true? Given the 
envelope with the cheque and the envelope with the bill, do we not prefer the 
envelope with the cheque? Our day-to-day world is constructed on these black 
and white lines of good and bad: maybe the bill will be of long-term benefit to 
me by teaching me hnancial discipline, but I'd still rather have the cheque. This 
does not imply that we live totally on some childish level of pleasure versus 
pain, demanding metaphorical ice-cream on all occasions; it merely recognises 
that there are things which are fortunate and things which are not. If every 
cloud has a silver lining, we do not necessarily hnd it. This is all the more 
relevant in horary astrology, where the fact that someone has bothered to pose a 
question almost invariably implies that there is a desired outcome: a benehc is 
what facilitates that outcome, a malehc is what hinders it. Here, our querent 
seeks the return of her documents; by obstructing this outcome, Saturn is most 
definitely malefic. 

In horary, we are concerned almost always with the next aspect only. If that 
does not produce an outcome, game over. Realistically, we must acknowledge 
that the chance of the documents, arriving for no reason in some strange office, 
being posted back is not high: we know with just what frequency businesses 
relurn our phone-cal l s; how much the less chance then of someone taking the 
t rouh le to return the documents. Saturn is the planet associated with inertia 
and obstruction, which suggests that natural reluctance to make an effort will 
prevent the return of the certihcates to the office. 

But help is at hand. The Moon ('))) is at 15 degrees of Aquarius (*). It moves 
very much faster than any other planet, even Mercury, so we see it separating 
from the aspect with Mercury that it made at 7 degrees of Aquarius and 
applying to an aspect with Jupiter, which it will reach at 21 degrees of Aquarius. 
Planets in adjacent signs do not make aspects with each other, so as Aquarius is 
the next sign to Pisces, the Moon escapes the interference from Saturn and 
carries the documents back to the office. This is known technically as transla
tion of light: the Moon picks up the light of Mercury and carries it to Jupiter, 
joining the two planets together. The involvement of the Moon, carrying the 
documents home, makes sense: the documents are not going to post themselves 
back to the office; we need the involvement of a third party. 

The Moon's movement allows us to gauge the timing. The question was 
asked on a Monday evening; the documents had last been seen the previous 
Wednesday. The Moon's positlon at 15 degrees of Aquarius represents the 
"Now" of the question - Monday - so the aspect with Mercury (the 
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dOllll l l l'llh) wh it II IIH' Mooll 11l;llk at 7 degr,'es or Aqu;\I'ius can be takell as the 
t i l l l e  or t It,·i r last sigl ll i ng 011 (he previous Wednesday. So the Moon's motion 
rrolll 7 to IS degrees shows the time from Wednesday to Monday. By propor
t ion ,  then, the distance from the Moon's current position, 15 degrees, to its 
position when it makes the aspect with Jupiter, 21 degrees, will show the time 
that must elapse before the documents return. The astrologer's judgement was 
that they would arrive back in the office on the Friday, and so they did. 

This is exactly the kind of clear, straightforward judgement that would have 
been sought throughout most of astrology's long history, and that is still obtain
able today, provided only that the methods of the true astrological tradition are 
used rather than their distorted modern counterparts. Modern astrology is 
i ncapable of providing such a judgement. There are two reasons for this. One is 
a matter of preconception: it no longer aims to do so nor does it believe it 
possible; the other is a question of tools, as, for reasons which we shall explore 
later, in its passage into the modern world astrology has been completely and 
unrecognisably transformed and most of the tools with which it once worked 
thrown overboard. 

Modern astrology demonstrates an absolute obsession with the inside of one's 
head. The traditional astrologer began with the assumption that his client was 
reasonably well appraised of what was happening between his ears; what he did 
not know, and therefore wanted information about, was what was happening in 
the world outside. 

So psychologically oriented are we now that the world outside has but small 
importance, being seen only as provider of grist to our mental mill: what is of 
paramount significance is whatever mood the individual might be indulging at 
that moment. When necessary, traditional methods of astrology can provide 
psychological analysis of great subtlety, the more so for being cast in concrete 
terms rather than psychoanalytic jargon; one of its great strengths in practical 
use is the determining of what might be happening in other people's psychology 
- whether, for example, one's opponent in a court case is determined to battle it 
out or if he will settle at the first sign of conflict. But most of its aim, although 
by no means its highest goal, is to give an indication of what might happen in 
the world. 

Suppose I am to drive from London to Glasgow and wish to know when I 
will arrive. I look at the map to see how far it is. I check the TV travel informa
tion to see if the road is being dug up. I look at the weather forecast to see if rain 
will slow my journey. There are still imponderables. A modern astrologer might 
tell me that my desire to drive to Glasgow has something to do with my puer 
aeternus; an astrologer working with traditional methods will tell me rather 
more usefully that there will be a pile-up on the direct route, so if I take that 
road I will be stuck for several hours in a tail-back. The function of astrology is 
to give a clear, dispassionate overview of the situation in question, whether that 
situation he the whereabouts of the documents or my travel plans, the fate of 
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nat i ( )n� or a man's Iill: and h is sp i r i t ua l  s trengt hs and weaknesses. The grea t es t  
caution must be exercised when peering into the tlltu re, t()r a l l  th ings arc 
subject to the Will of God and the workings of His Will are not always 
scrutable by man; nor is it desirable that we should behave as if they were. But 
the clear analysis of a situation, beyond the fog of our wishes, fears and 
ignorance, has, for some thousands of years since the Revelation of the science 
to man in Babylon, been highly prized. 

The edited highlights of the following chart point the difference between the 
traditional and modern approaches. The chart is borrowed from a lecture by a 
respected teacher of modern methods. He explained that one of his students 
had had her handbag snatched three times in a matter of days. She had not lost 
anything of great value, nor had she been hurt, but she had, obviously enough, 
found this an unsettling experience. She asked the teacher to look at her birth
chart to see what was happening to her. The diagram shows only the relevant 
planets. 

The key, as correctly identified by our lecturer, is the aspect between Saturn 
(1)) and the Moon C»). At the time when these events took place, Saturn in the 
sky was returning to the same position it had held at the moment of the 
student's birth. This is known as a Saturn return and occurs to everyone at 
around 29 years of age, marking one of the major turning-points in the life. The 
planet returning to its original position activates, as it were, the potential stored 
at that point. The aspect between Saturn and the Moon connects this return 
with the student's emotions. Our teacher's considered opinion was that she 
could expect to experience something unpleasant, but that there was no way of 
knowing whether this would be an external event or an internal feeling of 
unhappiness. This was, indeed, the whole argument of his lecture, that it is 
impossible to tell whether things shown by the chart will happen in the outside 
world or as states of mind. We might think that it would be useful to know 
which, but this desire indicates only what undeveloped folk we are. 

With the poor tools of modern astrology, and its even poorer aims, this 
argument is correct. Let us look at the same small section of a chart from a 
traditional perspective. Saturn is the Great Malefic, the Big Bad Wolf in the 
chart; we do not like it. When it is well-placed, in a sign where it is strong -
such as Capricorn or Aquarius - it can behave itself and confer unexciting but 
valuable benefits such as discipline, gravity and endurance; in Pisces, where it is 
here, it is weak, so it is going to bring misfortune. It aspects the Moon, which is 
on the cusp of the second house, which is the house of possessions. Saturn is the 
planet of boundaries; here, it is weak and associated with possessions; we might 
suspect an inherent difficulty on questions of what is mine and what is thine 
surfacing throughout the life. The twelfth house, where Saturn is placed, is the 
house of secret enemies; so, more specifically, we have a proclivity towards 
malicious secret enemies afflicting her possessions. 

Pisces, the sign in which Saturn falls, is one of four signs called 'double-
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Chart 2: The Snatched Handbags. 

'J 

bodied' and thence indicative of duality; so there is more than one secret enemy 
afflicting her possessions, or more than one occasion when this will happen. 
'rhe Moon is in Taurus, where it is strong, much stronger than Saturn; the 
possessions, as it were, are stronger than the secret enemies, so her assailants are 
not about to drive up in a truck and empty her house. The loss will be only 
small. Taurus is a feminine sign, ruled by Venus, so we are considering some 
specifically feminine small possessions. Being by nature fixed and earthy, Taurus 
is associated with holding; a small feminine possession that holds things is 
known as a handbag. The angle of the aspect from Saturn to Taurus is 60 
degrees (that is, they are two signs apart = one sixth of the zodiac; one sixth of 
,60 degrees is 60) . This is called a sextile, and whatever a sextile indicates will 
happen easily: the thefts happened easily. Had it been a 90 degree aspect, 
i ndicating that they happened with difficulty, we would have expected her to be 
hurt. So we have the repeated theft of a handbag by persons unknown occurring 
without hurt. We can then take the characteristics of Saturn combined with the 
characteristics of Pisces to give a close physical description of the first of the 
thieves. Yes, we have the benefit of hindsight - but so did the modern astrologer 
who was unable even to decide even whether this unknown unpleasantness 
woul d  he an even t or a state of m i n d .  
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The great a t t Lll t ion w i t h  t h i ngs pSYl hologi l ' a l ,  otcou rse, i ., t ha t  t l ll - Y arl O  to ta l ly  
unveri fiable.  The astro loger can say what he l i kes about the l l l  and nobody can 
prove him wrong. The car-mechanic, who either fixes the car or Eli ls to fix the 
car, might envy this ability to turn everything into a subjective question of 
mood. On the odd occasion when the astrologer says something with sufficient 
clarity to render it capable of contradiction, the client might object: "But I don't 
feel like that at all"; but the client is under a misapprehension, not realising the 
true nature of their own feelings. I recently judged the birth-chart of a client 
who had previously had the same task performed by a leading practitioner of 
the modern astrology. "She kept talking about my childhood," he complained, 
"Even though I told her I wanted to understand the present trends in my life. 
She kept talking about my problems with my mother. I told her I had always 
got along well with my mother; but she just said I was refusing the face the 
issue."  'Tve fixed your car," says the mechanic, "It's just sulking. Here's my bill." 

Out in the real world, we have documented accounts of the accuracy that 
astrology could provide. The astrologer Guido Bonatti was consigned by Dante 
to the fourth bolgia of the Inferno; the Earl of Mount-Serrant had a rather 
higher opinion of his abilities. When the Earl was besieged, Bonatti advised 
him that if he were to sally out and attack his enemies at a certain time he 
should defeat them, forcing them to raise the siege. He, however, would receive 
a dangerous, but not mortal, wound in the thigh. The Earl attacked as advised. 
Despite being outnumbered, victory was his; following his fleeing opponents, 
he was wounded in the thigh, but the advice had enabled him to make the 
necessary provision for treatment, so he survived.3 

Luca Gaurico - not only a renowned astrologer but also Bishop of Dijon -
judged from Henri II's birth-chart that the king should be killed in his forty
first year by being struck in the eye with a lance whilst jousting.4 The sceptic 
might claim that the prediction works on the subject's psychology, which 
suggestion renders the event likely to happen; if we consider the contortions 
that Henri's psychology would have had to manifest in his body in order to 
present his eye to the moving lance-point, it is simpler to accept that the 
astrologer just got it right. 

The number of astrologers who published predictions of the outbreak of 
plague in London in 1665 and the Great Fire a year later, or who, like Ebenezer 
Sibley, foretold that in 1789 "some very important event will happen in the 
politics of France, such as may dethrone, or very nearly touch the life of, the 
king, and make victims of many great and illustrious men in church and state, 
preparatory to a revolution or change in the affairs of that empire, which will at 
once astonish and surprise the surrounding nations,"5 contrasts strongly with 

3 Henry Coley, Address to the Reader, in William Lilly's edition of Bonatus' Anima Astrologiae, 
London 1676; reprinted Regulus, London, 1986. Coley cites Fulgusos, L.8, c.n. 

4 John Gadbury, Collection a/Nativities, p. 23; London, 1662; reprinted Ascella, Nottingham, n.d. 
o In his A New and Complete Illustration 0/ the Celestial Science a/Astrology, London, 1784-8, Ill, 

1050-1; quoted in Patrick Curry, Prophecy and Power, p. 135, Polity, London, 198,). 
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1 'mditionaL (md Modern Compared: Adolf HitLer 

I f this astrology was so successful, we might reasonably wonder what happened 
to i t. Why was it replaced by the tepid banalities with which we are familiar 
today? Before exploring why and how this happened, let us conduct a test of at 
least as much scientific validity as any of the tests by which the scientific sceptics 
claim to have tested astrology. We shall take the birth-chart of a well-known 
person and subject it to cold readings by an astrologer from the past and one 
from the present. Unfortunately, all the ancient astrologers whom we invited to 
take part in this experiment were otherwise engaged, being fully occupied 
turning in their graves at the state of modern astrology; so we shall have to use 
their writings. In the interest of scrupulous scientific fairness, we shall do the 
same with our representative modern. 

We shall take as our subject a life whose proclivities are well documented: 
that of Adolf Hitler.6 Hitler was a man of some note, so it is not surprising that 
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What is surpris ing is that i n  the great majori ty of these h ooks lit' is l i te d  as an 
example of an Aries, that is, as someone who was born whik the Sun was i n  the 
astrological sign of Aries. His character is taken to exemplifY the typical Aries 
traits - self-importance, impetuosity, ardour and the like. That the Sun was not 
actually in the sign of Aries when he was born - as is readily verifiable - shows 
both the amount of effort expended on most modern astrological writing and 
the amount of credence which can be given to its conclusions. Hitler was born 
at 6.30 local time on April 20th 1889. The Sun had left Aries and entered Taurus 
the previous day, almost 24 hours before his birth. Few writers have bothered to 
check this, looking merely at that invaluable reference source, the Sun-sign 
column of their daily newspaper, which tells them that Aries finishes on April 
21st. But the time at which the Sun moves from sign to sign varies by up to 
around a day from year to year. Rather than exemplifYing the characteristics of 
an Aries, Hitler does in fact exemplifY the characteristics of a Taurus, such as 
stubbornness and resilience. That we could also pass him off as a Gemini 
(orator) , Cancer (overwhelming) , Leo (dictatorial), Virgo (stomach pains) or 
any other of the signs demonstrates exactly how much truth there is in these 
sun-sign platitudes. 

Even those modern astrologers who have taken sufficient trouble to look at 
Hitler's birth-chart rather than just copying from whatever worthless book falls 
into their hands frequently confess a certain bafflement. While it is apparent 
that this is not someone whom we would necessarily wish to invite to tea, the 
depths of his nastiness elude astrological modern techniques. From the tradi
tional perspective, however, these depths are quite clear. 

The traditional method of judging a natal chart begins with assessing the 
temperament. This is, as it were, the cloth from which the person is cut. All the 
detail which we later see must be judged against this background, as if the 
details were embroidery on a garment. No matter what is embroidered, the 
fundamental question when determining for what purpose the garment is fit is 
whether the material is a delicate silk or a tough denim. So in the person. Is he 
predominantly choleric, phlegmatic, sanguine or melancholic - or a mixture of 
two of these? 

This balance is calculated according to the respective measure of hot, cold, 
moist and dry qualities, manifesting in their four possible combinations as 
earth, air, fire and water (that is, cold and dry, hot and moist, hot and dry, and 
cold and moist respectively) . The ideal would be a perfect balance between 
them all. Man - and more specifically, the male human - is the best balanced of 
all God's creatures (woman being colder and more moist than man), although 
there are, of course, extreme variations within that. The tradition holds that the 
best balanced of all men was the Prophet? What we must determine is the exact 
nature of the mixture of hot, cold, moist and dry in the particular person whom 

7 Sec Jalalll'd-Din Abd'ur-Rahman AS-Sllyuti, Medicine o/the Prophet, p. 3. Ta-Ha, J.ondon 1994 
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I n  most pl'l}pl e  there are one or two of these qualities which are notably 
strong, and one or two that are similarly weak. This balance shows which of the 
temperaments the person has: choleric, which is, in modern parlance, fiery; 
phlegmatic (watery) ; sanguine (airy) or melancholic (earthy) . Far from just 
describing a set of mental habits, this balance tells us also about the person's 
appearance, the illnesses from which they are likely to suffer, and much, much 
more. Geoffrey Chaucer, for example, who was a skilled astrologer as well as a 
poet, could describe a character by his temperament - 'cholerick', perhaps -
knowing that just that one word would give his readers a good idea of not only 
this character's general mode of behaviour, but also his appearance. Having this 
basic understanding of temperament is vital if we are to put the details which 
we find later in any meaningful context. It is all very well knowing that the 
native will murder his granny; but does he beat her to death in a fit of choleric 
fury, or does he slowly poison her from sanguine curiosity? Only a knowledge of 
the temperament will tell. 

To see just how significant temperament is, and how fixed we are in whatever 
temperament is our own, we might consider actors. Even they, who are skilled 
at adopting different personae, will not act outside their own basic tempera
ment. To do so would appear ridiculous, for unconsciously we all understand 
that temperament and body type are indissolubly mixed. Indeed, one of the 
easiest and most reliable forms of comedy is to cast someone against their 
natural temperament. Whether it is Jim Carrey trying to be John Wayne or 
John Wayne trying to be Jim Carrey, the product is guaranteed to be hilarious. 
Our temperament never leaves us. Even when we lose our temper-ament, we act 
according to type: the fiery, choleric person will hit someone; the airy, sanguine 
type will unleash his stinging tongue; the watery, phlegmatic person will burst 
i nto tears. So we begin to see how important it is to grasp this if we are to 
understand the person as a whole. 

The modern, if attempting to look at Hitler on anything approaching this 
level, would note the number of planets in earth signs (Sun, Mars and Venus in 
Taurus; Moon and Jupiter in Capricorn) and decide that he must be earthy by 
nature. Far from it: in traditional terms, the temperament is strongly choleric, 
or fiery. The choleric is today the least fashionable of the temperaments, the 
ideal of the warrior, which the natural mode of expression for choler, being now 
acceptable only in distorted or trivialised forms. In itself, however, the choleric 
is no worse than any of the other temperaments. Sanguine always gets a good 
write-up in the text-books; but we must remember that the people who write 
these books are necessarily more likely to be of airy, sanguine nature: any imbal
ance is a fall ing short of perfection. 

So H i tler is cho ler ic; the problems start when we consider how this choleric 
fire is go i ng to hnd outlet.  By its own hot, dry nature, Mars is the planet with 
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Mars in the chart would suggest that the native can succl' sshd ly i n tl'g ra tl' his 
nature into society as a warrior - in modern terms this ofte.:n man iksts as the 
professional athlete. Hitler's Mars, however, is in a dreadful state, as we shall see 
shortly. The Sun, which is also hot and dry and so might also allow positive 
expression of this choler, is also very weak. This choleric temperament, we 
begin to see, is going to manifest itself in the most appalling ways. 

At this stage in judgement, our attention is struck by the placement of some of 
the fixed stars - that is, what we normally refer to as 'stars' as opposed to the 
'wandering stars' or planets. Most fixed stars, most of the time, are mute notes in 
a birth-chart; the ones that matter are those on angles, particularly the Ascendant 
or Midheaven, and those within about a degree of the planets, especially the Sun 
or the Moon. They are almost entirely ignored by modern astrology: as the 
following shows, this is something of an omission. On the Midheaven is 
Praesepe, known to the Chinese as 'Exhalation of Piled-up Corpses' . The 
Midheaven is the place in the chart particularly associated with career, or public 
image. We need hardly say more - but, of course, we shall: it brings 'disease, 
disgrace, adventure, insolence, wantonness, brutality' .8 The Sun is on a 
thoroughly unpleasant star, Sharatan, which 'causes bodily injuries, unscrupu
lous defeat, destruction by fire, war or earthquake', while the Moon is on Facies, 
giving a violent death. Like Praesepe, Facies afflicts the eyesight, much the more 
so if in conjunction with one of the luminaries (the sources of light) ; this works 
on a metaphorical as well as literal level - although Hitler's physical eyesight was 
weak but not unusually so, his inability to see in metaphorical terms was remark
able. Finally, in itself of much less significance but important by virtue of its 
angularity, is Mercury, falling on Vertex, the Andromeda nebula, which repeats 
the testimony of afflicted sight and violent death. 

Having laid the foundation to the traditional judgement, let us subject this 
chart to our blind reading by two astrologers, one ancient, one modern. Our 
modern writer, plucked at random from the shelf, but by no means among the 
most down-market of the genre,9 outlines her method of judging a natal chart. 
We start by assessing the sign on the Ascendant (note that in this reading we as 
yet know nothing of what we have just described above: this is where we begin) . 
With Libra on the Ascendant, our native is "an easy-going, charming and kind 
personality who is diplomatic, co-operative and will do anything for peace and 
harmony. (He) is intellectually intelligent but inclined to indecision and easily 
influenced by others. (His) faults are indecision, being frivolous, too easy-going, 
untidy and an inclination to sit on the fence." 

We must then look to the Ascendant ruler, Venus. Falling in Taurus and the 
seventh house, our native is "pleasant, kind, faithful, appreciates good manners; 

8 Quotations on fixed stars from the standard reference: Vivian Robson, The Fixed Stars and 
Constellations in Astrology, London, 1923: reprinted, Ascella, Nottingham, n,d. Robson's work is a 
compendium of traditional views. 

9 P. Tillot, in TybolAstrologicalAlmanacfor 1999, pp, 15-30, Tybol. Preston 
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g ar de n ing ;  c a n ill' very posse ssive" and is conce.:rne.: d abollt, but  has problems 
w i th , close.: re la t ionsh ips. The Sun in Taurus adds a stoical nature and further 
l once.:rn with relationships. The Moon in Capricorn gives a "reserved and 
l'autious nature; . . .  ambitious and hard worker . . .  has a drive for success," while 
in the third house it shows "thinking strongly governed by emotions; prone to 
day-dreaming; soon tire of monotonous routine." 

We can then continue through various other points too tedious to list. In 
i:lirness, we must point out that the Venus in Taurus will be moderated by its 
conjunction with Mars. That is, the "pleasant, kind, faithful, etc" will be condi
t ioned by "very practical; has great determination; usually very peaceful."  The 
square aspect from Saturn would also limit the Venus qualities owing to a need 
of "a great deal of respect/attentions from others; has responsibilities whether 
wanted or not; develops a strong sense of values to do with leisure/pleasure/ 
authority/power. " 

Once this list of points has been noted, the astrologer reaches the next stage, 
call ed 'synthesis'. This is when all the various points have to be joined together 
to make a coherent picture. If we imagine a recipe which reads "Carefully weigh 
out all your ingredients, then toss them into a bowl in whatever order takes 
your fancy," we have an idea of the art of synthesis. We have weighed out the 
i ngredients according to this typical modern method; we shall leave our reader 
to blend them together to give an accurate picture of Adolf Hitler. 

For our blind reading from the past, we shall turn to Claudius Ptolemy,1O 

Remembering that our assessment of the temperament has already provided us 
with all the information above, we can concentrate our attention on just one 
point: the salient Venus/Mars conjunction. This is squared by Saturn, but more 
importantly, by the traditional technique of antiscion, Saturn falls exactly on 
this conjunction, bringing all three of these planets into immediate contact. 
Antiscion is a technique almost entirely forgotten today, without which an 
accurate judgment of a chart is impossible; it gives what is literally the shadow 
of each planet (this must not be understood in the Jungian sense) , or what in 
practical terms amounts to an alternative placement of each planet. This is not 
the place to enter into into the technical details, but trust me, dear reader, it 
works, and in this instance brings Saturn exactly onto Mars and Venus, 

The relative strengths of the planets is something else that is largely ignored 
by the moderns. In Hitler's chart, there is no strong planet. To use the technical 
labels, Jupiter is in its foll; the Moon and Mars are in their detriment; Mercury 
and the Sun are peregrine. This is a strong indication of the degeneracy of the 
natur e. Even Venus, which has strength by virtue of falling in its own sign, 
'1�lurUS, is grievously handicapped by being retrograde and by its immediate 
contact with the two malefics, Mars and Saturn. This contact is all the more 
se.:rious because both the malefics are weak, and the weaker the malefics are, the 

'<I Ii'/rlt/JiMo,l, t ,.am, I;, F, Robhins. p, l4l, Heinemann, London, [940 



ii, III! Ill· AI . \ '.lll"I"',\ 

worse the ir  cHeers, Occurring in flxcd signs, t h is gi ves an I I n\ li .l kl', lbk Ill ala i\l' . 
With most of the planets above the horizon (the horizontal axis  of the  chart) 
and in angular houses, this will find its outlet in the world: were the planets 
hidden below the horizon, Hitler would have spent his life thinking dreadful 
thoughts, rather than acting them out. 

According to Ptolemy, this planetary combination "in honourable positions 
makes his subjects neither good nor bad, industrious, outspoken, nuisances, 
cowardly braggarts, harsh in conduct, without pity, contemptuous, rough, 
contentious, rash, disorderly, deceitful, layers of ambushes, tenacious of anger, 
unmoved by pleading, courting the mob, tyrannical, grasping, haters of the 
citizenry, fond of strife, malignant, evil through and through, active, impatient, 
blustering, vulgar, boastful, injurious, unjust, not to be despised, haters of all 
mankind, inflexible, unchangeable, busy-bodies, but at the same time adroit 
and practical, not to be overborne by rivals, and in general successful in 
achieving their ends." This is if the combination is "in honourable positions", 
so this is the good side. In Hitler's chart, it is most definitely not in an 
honourable position, with all these planets severely afflicted, so its outcome is 
not so favourable. Ptolemy suggests that in these cases, it "makes his subjects 
robbers, pirates, adulterators, submissive to disgraceful treatment (we might 
recall Hitler's sexual predilections) , takers of base profits, godless, without affec
tion, insulting, crafty, thieves, perjurers, murderers, poisoners, impious, robbers 
of temples and of tombs, and utterly depraved." All these points would 
manifest through the choleric, but degenerately choleric, temperament. 

We might feel that Ptolemy has given us a picture somewhat closer to the 
mark than the peace-loving gardener that our modern blind reading has 
produced - not bad for someone writing almost 2000 years before the birth and 
without the opportunity to revise his opinion of that "easy-going, charming and 
kind" Libran Ascendant in the light of the considerable attention that Hitler's 
horoscope has attracted since his rise to fame. It is no doubt true that we could 
find a modern astrologer who, if presented with the details of the time and place 
of Hitler's birth, could give a more accurate analysis of his character from a 
blind reading; but our example modern is representative, and it should be noted 
that the general tone of astrological writing in even the late Nineteen Thirties 
was that the world could look forward to an era of peace and plenty courtesy of 
that nice Mr Hitler. We must also note that while our modern does at least 
claim to be an astrologer, there is no evidence to suggest that Ptolemy ever cast a 
horoscope in his life. He was merely an encyclopaedist recording current 
practice. That an astrological layman could give so accurate a picture is entirely 
through the validity of the traditional method. We must also point out that 
were Mr Hitler to wander into a contemporary astrologer's den, he would no 
doubt hear what a difficult childhood he had, how his creative drives are 
frustrated and how he feels that even those closest to him fail to understand him 
completely, probably finishing by being told that he has a vocation as a healer. 

2 

The Rise of Modern 
Astrology 

In 1895 Alan Leo took it upon himself 'to modernise the ancient system of 
Astrology' .l His work is the cornerstone around which the ramshackle edifice of 
modern astrology has been constructed. Had astrology been in healthy condi
tion, however, the work of one man, no matter how determined he might have 
been to reform, deform or undermine her, would have been absorbed into her 
swelling tide; as it was, the poor trickle that was all that survived of this once 
mighty river proved easy to divert. 

It pleases the more misty-eyed of the astrologically inclined to gaze back 
fondly upon some distant era when Astrologosaurus Rex ruled the earth, 
making accurate predictions at which all around fell down in wonder. This 
golden era seems never to have happened. For as far back as we can trace astro
logical writing, we find contemporary attacks from sceptics - notably because 
no astrologer has ever managed to get everything right all the time: then as now, 
one man sees only the failures while another sees only the successes. It is always 
possible to disparage a mountain for the fissures in its sides, or to praise a grain 
of sand for its solidity. Traditionally, however, even the most vehement attacks 
on astrology were not so much over its validity per se, but over the extent to 
which it could be said to be valid. Even the most adamant of sceptics usually 
accepted astrological influence on the weather and the rise and fall of kingdoms. 
I t is only over the last four hundred years that there has arisen a widespread 
li terature denouncing astrology's slightest claim to credibility. 

The myth of the glorious past is not a modern invention. In the 17th century, 
we find astrologers such as John Partridge hankering after this golden age, 
claiming that modern astrology is so corrupt that we must go back to the 
ancients to find it in pure form. His work Opus Reformatum is an attempt at 
' Reviving the True and Ancient Method laid down by the Great Ptolemy

,
? 

although its resemblance to Ptolemy is no closer than that of the Pre
Raphaelites to any of the pre-Raphaelites. As with Rossetti in the world of art, 

I Morlerll i1Jlro/O,<!;y, first issue, IH<)\; ljuoted in Patrick Curry, A Confusion of Prophets, p. 123; 
( :oliills &. Browll, I.olldoll, t')')2 
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malaise in the world within which he worked. 

As was the custom in his day, Partridge published an annual almanac. This 
was much the equivalent of an astrologer writing a newspaper sun-sign column 
today: it was a guaranteed money-spinner and placed one's name firmly in the 
public eye. There were many of these almanacs on the market, so the appear
ance of yet one more for the year 1708, published under the previously 
unknown name of Isaac Bickerstaff, would have occasioned little interest, had it 
not been that first in the list of prophecies of notable deaths that every almanac 
was expected to carry was not 'a notable duke' or 'a prince of foreign climes' or 
some such, but Partridge himself, who was to die "upon the 29th of March next, 
about eleven at night, of a raging Feaver" . 3 

Bickerstaff's work attracted great attention, even being translated into several 
languages. On March 30th, an elegy on Partridge's death was published, soon 
followed by an anonymous letter, describing in exact detail, complete with a 
death-bed confession of his astrological sins, the unfortunate astrologer's last 
hours. " I  am a Poor, Ignorant Fellow, Bred to a Mean Trade," he is said to have 
gasped, "Yet I have sense enough to know that all pretences of foretelling by 
Astrology are Deceits."4 Partridge's own almanac appeared as usual later in the 
year, including his protestations that he was still alive and well. Bickerstaff 
rushed into print again, defending his prediction. Amongst other evidence, he 
pointed out that it was well known that many almanacs continued to appear 
long after the death of their putative author. Partridge's attempts to prove 
himself alive were hindered by a falling out with the Company of Stationers, 
which refused him a licence to publish for the next three years. In intellectual 
circles, if not on the street, he rapidly became a laughing-stock. 

This incident is symptomatic of the change in the spirit of the age, percep
tion of which had prompted Partridge to publish his Opus Reflrmatum nine 
years earlier. Isaac Bickerstaff was a nom de guerre of Jonathan Swift, self
appointed champion of the new Enlightenment, in whose brave new world 
astrology had no place. As always, the critics display the greatest disinclination 
to the framing of a cogent argument: Swift's main complaint against Partridge 
was that he had once worked as a cobbler. This apparently proves that astrology 
is nonsense. Swift's attack was emblematic of a sea-change in the affairs of man. 
Astrology was becoming incomprehensible to the new intellectual order, or, to 
be more precise, the new intellectual order was framing its vision of reality in 
such a way that astrology no longer made sense. We must also note that whereas 
the plentiful criticism of astrology in the past had come almost entirely from 
those with a knowledge of the subject, Swift was among the first in the glorious 
line that would regard ignorance as sufficient qualification for judgement. 

3 Esquire Bickerstaffs Most Strange and Wonderful Predictions, London, 1708 
4 The Accomplishment of the First of Mr, Bickerstaffs Predictions. London. 1708 
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l 1 1eans of intel lect ual  support. Without a plausible rationale, even when it 
workt·d i t seemed l ikL sleight of hand, whereas before, in the world-view that 
had held until the Renaissance, its workings had seemed perfectly natural. 
A l t hough the new developments, like Baconian science, can be seen as an artic
I llation of a changing zeitgeist, as long as this articulation was current only in 
the small world of the intelligentsia it mattered little. As it filtered down to 
I ransform the perception of common-sense held by the man on the Clapham 
omnibus, astrology's understanding public disappeared. Astrology no longer 
made sense not only to the intelligentsia, but also to the man in the street. We 
see this incomprehension today in the scientific attacks on astrology: these 
never raise valid issues, but concentrate on points such as the way in which 
planets cast their influence or whether or not a planet is ever literally 'in' a sign 
and whether these signs even exist. To an astrologer these arguments sound like 
wilful ignorance, but they are not: the incomprehension is inevitable as the 
scientist's world-view is now so totally alien from that in which astrology is a 
coherent part. Astrology's fall from grace was caused by the movement of 
society away from the traditional principles that had guided it. Astrology's basic 
ideas no longer made sense within the Weltanschauung. 

The idea of the absolute pre-eminence of the Divine, the Truth that was once 
central to all man's conceptions, however far he may have strayed from the 
precepts which that Divinity laid down for his behaviour, has been forgotten in 
our headlong rush towards the technological paradise. This Truth, in its 
manifestations through the revealed faiths, was once a kind of lingua franca and 
now is no longer widely spoken. So astrology, which as one of the lesser 
manifestations of this spiritual tradition is built within the walls of its concepts, 
no longer has a common language with modern man. Those who are content 
with the modern, secular, materialist world regard this lack of a common 
tongue as a sign of their progress; those who think otherwise regard it as a 
t ragedy. As science took step after step down the pathway opened at the 
Renaissance, with common-sense tagging along a few steps behind it, it moved 
Lver further from astrology. The so-called 'new' physics is sometimes said to be a 
rediscovery of ancient truths in modern terms, but this is far from true: a clear 
understanding of these ancient truths reveals that the new physics is even 
further from them than the old. If we trust that the path beaten by the scientists 
is a valid one, this gap would cast serious doubt on the verity of the ancient 
sciences. As we look around us, however, much as we may admire the techno
logical rabbits which the scientists are so adept at pulling from every conceiv
able hat, the intellectual, moral and spiritual bankruptcy of the world created 
by modern science so impress themselves upon us that this view cannot be 
seriously entertained. 

The world in which Alan Leo found himself had Darwinism rapidly making 
i tsd f at home in the house built by Newton and Descartes. In this world of 
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understood. It was not unreasonable, then, that Leo should have decided t hat 
something should be done to rebuild the bridge of understanding between 
astrology and the public. The means by which he sought to achieve this, apart 
from being almost totally ineffective - as we may witness through the frivolous 
view of astrology common today - were utterly pernicious, destroying the 
sacred science even as he sought to revive it. 

There is one way and one way only to render astrology intelligible to the 
modern mentality. This way is to change modern thinking until it accepts the 
principles on which astrology is founded. Let us suppose that astrology is a plate 
of broccoli. We know that our child would benefit from eating this nutritious 
vegetable, but he has no wish to do so as he fails to understand its benefits. So 
we take the broccoli away, replace it with a bowl of ice-cream, and when the 
child empties the bowl we congratulate ourselves on our success at making him 
eat the broccoli. We could hardly reach such a conclusion without being aware 
of our self-delusion. Yet this is exactly what Leo (and his many followers) have 
done with astrology. In order to make it intelligible they have transformed it 
until it bears but the scantiest resemblance to what it really is - just as ice-cream 
and broccoli bear some slight resemblance in that they are both edible, but 
otherwise have little in common. 

Leo remade astrology in the terms of Theosophy, which was itself a rendering 
of Victorian scientific materialism into something which to those of little 
discrimination could pass for spirituality. The garbled mish-mash of spiritual 
jargon from which Theosophy was constructed was sufficiently vague and suffi
ciently broad to accommodate any visitor who had the decency to suspend 
critical judgement before entering its portals; most importantly, so thin was the 
pseudo-spiritual veil which it threw over the common-sense world-view of the 
time, that it was readily comprehensible. Its inRuence extended far beyond 
those who became card-carrying members of its societies; today, its odour 
pervades the whole world of 'Alternative Religion' and 'New Age Spirituality' . 
For three-quarters of a century the writings of the overtly Theosophical 
dominated the astrological literature in the English language; that which was 
not written by them could not help but be coloured by their inRuence. Every 
one of the major astrological organisations in Great Britain at the end of the 
Twentieth Century is directly descended from the Astrological Lodge of the 
Theosophical Society, founded by Leo in I9I4. Grown men who are usually 
capable of composing their features into a mask of sanity are reduced to the 
most acrimonious squabbles over the rightful possession of Leo's pen, which to 
them has powers somewhat similar to the Holy Grail. 

Why anyone seeking knowledge of astrology should wish to possess the 
Infallible Pen is unclear, as its original owner's connection with astrology is not 
dissimilar to Robert Oppenheimer's connection with Hiroshima. The world of 
Theosophy is quite alien from the metaphysics of astrology. Humanity, the 
theosophist astrologers would have it, is divided into those of 'evolved' or 

.' 1 
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I l ( )rm� of la t l'-V i l tor ian m idd le-class behaviour. Any con hgurat ion i n  the chart 
w i l l  be j udged accord i ng to the stage of evolution of the chart's owner - one 
man's mystical experience being another man's drunken binge. It is not possible 
lo ascerta i n the state of the soul from the chart itself, so the astrologer must rely 
on h is own judgement of the client: possession of the correct school tie or 
knowledge of the appropriate strange hand-shake is a reliable indicator of 
evolution. The astrologer himself, it almost goes without saying, is a highly 
evolved soul, and well-equipped to determine the state of evolution of his fellow 
man. 

Leo's inclination was to the use of astrology as character analysis rather than 
as predictive tool; one of his favoured slogans was 'Character is Destiny' . This 
propensity was furthered by his trial and conviction on a charge of "pretending 
and professing to tell fortunes". Leo's claim that he had pointed only 'tenden
cies' to certain happenings, rather than clear and definite forecasts, proved no 
defence, so he Red still further from the concrete into the delineation of 
l haracter. While it might at first seem that the absence of any clear information 
i n  the astrologer's judgement would be a liability, quite the opposite proved to 
be the case. By concentrating on holding a rose-tinted mirror before the client's 
LIce and avoiding saying anything that could be contradicted by fact, Leo 
achieved the great break-through which he had sought. 

Convinced that concrete statement was undesirable, Leo set about neutering 
astrology to make it impossible. Techniques were arbitrarily mangled, inter
lhanged or excluded: as there was no longer an aim of stating anything verifi
. lhle, this could be done at whim without fear that the new methods might be 
l'xposed as invalid. Indeed, the more it was done the further the dire spectre of 
plain accurate judgement was banished into the fog. 

Times continued to change, so to keep astrology abreast of the intellectual 
vernacular, further changes had to be made. The Darwinist impulse behind 
" heosophy was succeeded in the popular imagination by the investigation of 

l he unconscious by the psychoanalysts. Jung's active interest in astrology proved 
; 1 1 1  open door. First through it was the American Dane Rudhyar, who combined 
" 'heosophy and Jung to produce an even more appealing Ravour of intellectual 
hlancmange. The amount of Jungian verbiage in this mix was gradually 
i ncreased, notably through the work of the current Queen of the Bookshelves, 
, , iz Greene. Although the work of Greene and her associates falls neatly between 
I wo stools, being scorned by both psychologists and those with a working 
knowledge of sound astrology, its ability to reRect exactly the picture of himself 
l hat the reader or client wishes to see has made it immensely popular, less as a 
1 �>rIl1 of astrology than as part of the literature and practice of 'self-help'. 

I n the past, the astrological consultation was a simple request for informa
I ion ; i t  wou ld become a medical matter only if the client were actually ill and 
. Is l rology were being used as a tool i n  the diagnosis and treatment of his illness. 
M i I l l i ck ing ( h e  psychoanal ysts, the  psychological astrologers have made a 
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assumption is that the client is i n  a mess (and if you're nol i l l  a I l l eSS, i l  i s  o n ly 
because you don't understand your situation clearly enough) and th� astrologer, 
being a Person of Knowledge and Wisdom, has sufficient mental clarity to be 
able to sort him out, It is indeed a requirement in the leading school in the field, 
Greene's Centre for Psychological Astrology, that the student undergoes extensive 
therapy. We might note that it is not a common requirement in schools of 
surgery that the student go under the knife in order to become a better surgeon. 

This medical model extends beyond the consultation to the astrologer's view 
of himself, for in the debate about professional validation that continues among 
astrologers it is taken for granted that such validation should be styled in the 
medical fashion and achieved by the affiliation of astrological organisations 
with medical or quasi-medical bodies. A great many astrologers regard 
themselves as working within or complementary to the health services; yet only 
in the very rarest instances do these astrologers deal with patients having a 
definable ailment that they might be expected to succeed or fail in curing. Safer 
far to offer 'counselling', with no definable result and often no definable aim, 
other than the transfer of a cheque from client to astrologer, 

We might compare the traditional and modern models of astrology by seeing 
the client as a man standing on the kerb of a busy road. The traditional 
astrologer looks up and down the road and tells the client if there is any traffic 
coming; his modern incarnation tells the client what dark childhood trauma is 
responsible for him wanting to cross the road in the first place, and then walks 
off and leaves him where he is. If we regard the former as rather the more useful 
of the two, no doubt our own childhood traumas are clouding our judgement. 

The psychological has now ousted the Theosophical as the dominant -
indeed, almost the only - trend in astrology. Within its orb, sharing its fixation 
with the world between the ears and its uninterest in whatever happens outside 
it, we find the manifold varieties of New Age astrology. Five minutes inside a 
bookshop turns anyone into a guru; knowing the names of the planets entitles 
him to cast his wisdom in astrological terms. There is also a growing trend to 
the intuitive. Many are they who will proudly proclaim that never have they 
stooped so low as to study astrology with anyone, but have developed an 
intuitive understanding of the subject. Those who use their services no doubt 
also patronise dentists with an intuitive knowledge of dentistry and electricians 
with an intuitive knowledge of wiring. Even among those who have studied the 
subject, there is a general horror at the idea of following rules of practice when 
judging a chart: the done thing is to pick at it until one gains an ' intuitive' 
understanding. This is apparently not the same as judging it solely in the light 
of one's own preconceptions. The leitmotiv of any astrologer's judgement is the 
words "for me . . .  ": "For me this Saturn means . . .  " "For me this aspect means . . .  " 
This does not mean that the astrologer has no idea what the significance of that 
Saturn or that aspect actually might be; it means that this significance has been 
vouchsafed to him alone, by virtue of his highly developed psych ic powers. 
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Thme whose psych ic  powers ar� most strongly d�velop�d abandon astrolog
i l'al cOllv�l lt ion al tog�th�r and enter the realms of 'esoteric astrology'. There are 
many books wi th  j ust such a title - somewhat strange, we might think, as the 
esoteric by its very nature is loathe to proclaim itself in the market-place: we 
might as well find a sign saying "This way to the Secret Headquarters." To be an 
esoteric astrologer, one leaves to lesser mortals all the usual ascriptions of planets 
and signs - ideas such as Venus ruling Taurus, for instance - and reshuffles the 
pack, dealing the cards in an order that the uninitiated might take for random, 
but which is revealed to the writer by personal contact from some angel or other 
- usually one whose knowledge of astrology and things of the spirit is somewhat 
shaky. This personal revelation is a fine thing, as it avoids the necessity of 
learning anything and removes one from all criticism. The most sensitive will 
i ntroduce a few new planets which are of too subtle a vibration to have been 
detected by the rest of humanity. Viewing the chart from this perspective, the 
esoteric astrologer can then discourse learnedly on the state of his client's soul, a 
disquisition even less capable of contradiction than the nebulous descriptions of 
the client's psyche beloved by the exoteric practitioner. Alan Leo's own exercise 
in this area, the original Esoteric Astrology, was judged even by Charles Carter, a 
tdlow Theosophical astrologer, as "a big volume containing virtually nothing 
worth reading"5 - the first of a noble tradition. It is notable that the the esoteric 
'teachings' in which these works are framed are never those of the revealed 
biths, the spiritual doctrines too having been personally dictated by one or 
more of the aforementioned channels. 

For reasons which are not visible to the unaided eye, all with which we have 
so far dealt is, incredibly, known as 'serious' astrology. Its practitioners go to the 
greatest pains to distance themselves from 'popular' astrologers, awarding 
themselves any number of mickey mouse qualifications entitling them to put 
whole scrabble sets of random letters after their names in order to convince 
gullible punters that they are in possession of high knowledge (we should note 
that the great astrologers of the past seem not to have felt the need to boast their 
learning: the ability to perform was what mattered. Even at the height of his 
bme, the great William Lilly styled himself only a 'student' of astrology) . 
Popular astrologers, we are told, plying their trade in newspapers and 
magazines, deal only in vague platitudes and saccharine generalities designed to 
make their public feel better: as different from serious astrologers as chalk from 
chalk. 

The day when the newspaper sun-sign column was written by the office 
j un ior has largely passed: the greater number of these columns are now the work 
of 'serious' modern astrologers feeling the need to turn a penny. In 'serious' 
ci rcles this is widely looked upon with disapproval, as if these renegades were 
lett i ng the side down, like some officer of empire allowing the natives to see 
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h im without full unitorm.  Although it is ditlicult to Sl'l' d] ; l (  d l l' , IVl' Llgl' 
newspaper column contains (could possibly contain) a greater number of banal
ities than the average psychological astro-analysis, it must be admitted that the 
existence of this form of journalism - for, as an internationally syndicated 
exponent explains, the sun-sign column is a branch of journalism, not a branch 
of astrology6 - does provide the great majority of people with their guiding 
impression of astrology. There is a certain number who have some awareness 
that there exists something else, maybe connected with birth-charts, but most 
are sure that a knowledge of one's sun-sign and its supposed characteristics is all 
of which astrology consists. On revealing that one is an astrologer, the second 
question - after "What are this week's lottery numbers?" - is invariably ''I'm a 
Scorpio and my boy-friend's a Pisces: will we get along?" 

There is a measure of truth in the division of mankind into twelve groups 
according to the section of the zodiac occupied by the Sun at birth. There is a 
measure of truth in the division of mankind into groups according to the 
country of nationality; but as the number of countries compared with the 
number of sun-signs indicates, this division is far more subtle than that based 
on zodiacal signs. Yet no one thinks to ask "I am an American and my boy
friend is Australian, will we get along?" There is a profound meaning in the sun
signs: these are the twelve gates by which we may enter Heaven; but in the 
day-to-day world of our secular lives, the analysis of character by sign is no 
more accurate than the analysis of character by nationality. If we were to distil 
essence of Australian it might perhaps be more rumbustlious, more interested in 
sport and with a greater affection for beer than essence of Moroccan; but to 
judge any individual Australian or Moroccan by these characteristics would be 
foolish. We could indeed, if possessed of certain facts, make predictions by 
nationality. If we know that the Australian cricket team is losing heavily, the 
weather across that continent will be dreadful and the price of lager is about to 
rise, we might predict that "Australians will be gloomy today". There will, 
however, be a large number of Australians, even beer-drinking, sun-worship
ping sports fanatics, who will be perfectly cheerful. If we consider a prediction 
such as "Australians will receive a major career boost today," and bear in mind 
that the number of Australians in the world is markedly smaller than the 
number of Leos, Aquarians or any other sun-sign, we see the fatuity of the 
average sun-sign column. We shall not consider the below-average sun-sign 
column, carrying helpful tips for the day such as 'avoid accidents', nor shall we 
puzzle our heads wondering why an Aries might win the lottery with one lucky 
number while a Taurus should win it with another. 

It is sometimes claimed that the proliferation of these columns demonstrates 
the healthy condition of contemporary astrology; in which case an abundance 
of stinging nettles shows the beauty of a rose garden. Or that, although worth
less in themselves, they play a useful role by creating an environment in which 
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. I .q rology is ;ll l l'p t nl ;I nd t h ence l'ncou ragi ng t h ose wi t h a serious i ntc.:rc.:st to 
pursue i t  fu rt her. I t  is rather true to say that they play a destructive role, accus
t oming the public to tUltastic predictions which cannot possibly come true and 
delud ing thc.:m that this is all that astrology has to offer. The general belief that 
t h is is all there is to astrology is repeatedly demonstrated by the scientists, who 
gleefully cast aside any semblance of scientific method, look at a few sun-sign 
predictions and conclude that astrology is therefore rubbish. We cite the repre
sentative instance of Paul Couderc, astronomer at the Paris Observatory, who 
glanced at the birth-dates of 2,817 musicians and concluded that no one sun
sign was more likely than any other to produce a musician. As scarcely even the 
most superficial of modern astrologers, let alone any astrologer with a mastery 
of the craft, would claim that it does, it is hard to see that this shows anything 
except that M. Couderc has far too much time on his hands? 

Sun-sign columns are hugely popular. Even the less disreputable newspapers, 
who some ten or twenty years ago would have been horrified at the suggestion 
t hat they might publish such things, now proudly proclaim the prowess of their 
own house astrologer as a powerful weapon in the battle for readers. What, we 
may then wonder, is the attraction? A favourable horoscope in one's morning 
paper gives a little fillip, a shot of emotional caffeine, to perk us up as we start 
t he day. We may know that it is nonsense and not consciously expect it to be 
fulfilled, but the statement that today is a good day for love engages our hopes 
with the promise that life need not always be like this, j ust as we may know that 
our chances of winning the lottery are negligible, but in buying the ticket we 
purchase the fleeting dream of change. Even if the horoscope advises caution, 
we are left with the feeling that all will not be lost; our doughty Aries, Taurus, 
( ;emini, Cancer . . .  virtues will enable us to battle through. It is as if we were 
soldiers at the front, crouched in a fox-hole. The general passes briefly by, giving 
l i S  a smile and a cigarette. He leaves, and we are still in the foxhole; but our 
morale is that much better for his visit. 

For most people, most of the time, the little shot of confidence that the sun
sign column brings is sufficient. But there are hardened cases, who have become 
inured to the effects of the newspaper column. They have switched papers to 
fi nd a better astrologer; they have bought magazines with detailed monthly 
fiJrecasts; but they have tried this kick so often that it no longer works: they 
must go in search of stronger stuff. So they send away for a computer-generated 
rc.:ading of their birth-chart; or in the most desperate cases they slink into the 
astrologer's lair in person, cross her palm with silver and sit open-mouthed as 
she reads them like a book. But still, they invariably find, it does nothing 
heyond giving a fleeting feeling that life is not as hopeless as it seemed. 

With the concentration of modern astrology on 'character delineation' and 
i ts abandoning of the tools necessary if it is to say anything at all specific, 
.Ist ro logers can offer nothing other than the holding of a flattering mirror before 
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sively on the cl ient for an hour, saying nothing d isturbing, i t  has  ks,\ 1 0  do with 
astrology than with validating the client's poor stressed ego with sugared words. 
What is said may contain little in the way of truth, but long practice has 
enabled it to hit just that satisfYing mark. 

Proudly the modern astrologer proclaims, "I do not predict; I do not advise." 
But what then, other than massaging egos, does he do? "I consider the under
lying planetary patterns in the chart." If we were to turn on the TV and hear the 
weather-forecaster saying ''I'm not going to attempt to tell you what the 
weather will be like tomorrow; nor will I advise you on whether you need to 
carry an umbrella - but I can tell you that summers in this country are usually 
hot and dry," we might justly wonder why we bothered turning the dial. If we 
were to wonder what effect the movements of planets in the sky now over sensi
tive points in our birth-charts might have, the comment of a leading astrologer, 
"Who are we to know how they are going to manifest?"8 might strike us as a 
dereliction of duty (imagine our weather-forecaster asking, "Who am I to know 
how this cumulonimbus will manifest?") . But we would be missing the point. 
Modern astrology's job is not - under any circumstances - to say anything that 
might conceivably be taken down and used in evidence; its sole purpose is to 
pander to the ego. People nowadays do not consult astrologers when they are 
feeling on top of the world; they seek their services when they are confused and 
uncertain; what they seek is assurance, and this is exactly what the modern 
astrologer provides. We hear from time to time of purveyors of computer
generated chart readings who do not bother to change the details of birth-date 
and time from client to client, but send each client exactly the same reading. 
Most of those who receive these universal readings accept them as their own, 
and not without reason, for they contain the three magic phrases: 

You are important 
People do not fully understand you 
Your vices are quite endearing, really. 

Into three lines we have the distilled the modern astrological reading, guaran
teed to satisfY every client. We cannot reasonably imagine that such fluff would 
have enticed a long series of great minds to devote their utmost efforts to the 
study of the science that produced it. 

In sum: the efforts of various well-meaning but gravely misguided individ
uals have remade astrology in a form that attempts to make sense to the modern 
mind; but they have failed miserably because, bereft of the philosophical base 
from which they have torn it, astrology can make sense to no one. Astrology is 
no longer intelligible, not because it has been disproved in any final sense, but 
because the philosophical ground has shifted. Modern society no longer under-

H Quotations in this paragraph are verbal comments at meetings of the Association of Professional 
Astrologers, l .ondon, '999. 
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\ I . l l Id\  t i l l' L m i l l m  i l l  ,I way w i l h i l l w h ich aS l ro logy I l lakes sense. By the criteria 
oj Ihe l l lode1' l l  world - and,  it III list be stressed, by these criteria alone -
, 1 ,\ 1  ro logy is i ndeed nonsensical. 

' I  'hat astrology and the modern world-view are incompatible is commonly taken 
.IS disproof of astrology; yet it can equally well, and rather more plausibly, be seen 
as disproof of the modern world-view. They cannot both be correct; one or other 
is wrong. We see the arguments only from within the camp of the modern 
world, through the tinted glass that the modern world provides; yet the victors 
write not only the history, but also the philosophy. Only if we accept that our 
c ontemporary society is superior to all the normal societies that have gone 
before, societies centred on the simple truth of revealed faith, can we accept that 
t h is society's view is correct and that the philosophy behind astrology is therefore 
wrong. The tangible evidence for this claim is not persuasive. 

To understand the traditional astrology it is necessary to realise that it is not 
as is usually presented today - a retrospective branch of astrology, which implies 
I hat there is a valid relationship between it and modern astrology. Traditional 
astrology is not a branch of astrology which happens to rely on ancient authori
I ies: it is the tradition of astrology itself. As a traditional science, that is, a 
science in the true sense of the word as opposed to the sciences of today which 
are what could with exact accuracy be described as 'pseudo-sciences' , the object 
of astrology is the greater understanding of the Divine, of the Creation and of 
Man's place therein. The words of al-Ghazali on anatomy are just as true of the 
celestial science: "The science of the structure of the body is called anatomy: it 
is a great science, but most men are heedless of it. If any study it, it is only for 
( he purpose of acquiring skill in medicine, and not for the sake of becoming 
acquainted with the perfection of the power ofGod."9 

There are valid and invalid objections to astrology. A large section of the 
critical literature - mainly past rather than present - does not deny its workings, 
but points the pitfalls of man's involvement with it. Some of this criticism 
argues that it is impious for man to pry into the workings of the cosmos, 
peering into forbidden realms of knowledge. Other works make plain the 
ftlOlishness of worshipping or attributing independent powers to the individual 
stars, a confusion that is one manifestation of man's unfortunate habit of 
m istaking agent for cause: we see the messenger arrive with a letter and praise 
the messenger if it bears good news. Neither of these arguments reflect on 
astrology itself, only on man's attitude towards it. Any form of knowledge is a 
test: how is it to be treated? The Qur'an speaks of the challenge of knowledge: 
, We are only a temptation, therefore disbelieve not (in the guidance of Allah).' l o  
Astrology, no less than knowledge of nuclear fission, can be misused. If  i t  

" AI-t ; ha'fa l i ,  Akhemy II/Happiness, p. 3 8 .  Albany, N.Y, 1873. Quoted in  Seyyed Hossein Nasr, An 
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leads him to walk on the straight path, it is a blessing. I f ei ther ast rology i t �d l or 
any of its elements come between man and God, it is being misused , for 
implicit in its teachings is the truth that all power is with God, and all things are 
subject to His will. It is here that we see most clearly exposed the crux of the 
problem: why astrology is not accepted in the modern world, and why the form 
in which it survives in that world is but a mockery of its true form. In a deter
minedly secular world, there is no room for a true scheme of knowledge, for the 
existence of such a scheme exposes ruthlessly the paucity of the premises on 
which this secular knowledge is founded. 

The efforts to remake astrology in the terms of Twentieth-Century western 
culture have inevitably distorted it out of all recognition. First it was remade in 
the form of Theosophy, then in that of Jungian psychoanalysis, then in that of 
West Coast New Ageism. Each of these new languages gained it an audience; 
but although the audience could understand the concepts in which astrology 
was now framed, what they were hearing bore little resemblance to its true 
nature. It is the hubris of modern man that "if! don't understand it, it will have 
to change." The stars have been around for a lot longer than we have: if we wish 
to understand them, it is we who must change; we cannot change them to fit 
our preconceived illusions of how things should be. 

Nor can we subject astrology to any meaningful test by the criteria of modern 
science. These criteria are essentially technological: the endless quest for the 
better mousetrap, as man seeks to dominate the universe. The criteria of 
astrology are sapiential. We can no more judge the one by the other than we can 
judge the ability of a basketball player by the number of home runs he has 
scored. Lamentably, astrologers too have been sucked into the devouring mist 
that promises validation of astrology by scientific means. Their first action is 
invariably to abandon all knowledge of astrology. It is not only the scientists 
who conduct 'experiments' based around the existence or otherwise of a correla
tion between sun-sign and profession, an existence which no astrologer compe
tent in the techniques of the tradition would expect to find. Astrology concerns 
itself with qualities, not quantities; its results are not measurable by strictly 
quantitative methods such as statistical analysis. "How much do you love me?" 
"Forty-two centimetres." The answer clearly has nothing to do with the 
question - yet this is exactly the answer which those modern astrologers who 
claim to prove anything by statistics are providing. 

Thus the essence of the problem - the cause of the famished condition in 
which true astrology lingers into the modern world - is that there can be no 
such thing as humanistic astrology. Astrology is a sacred science - take away the 
sacred and we have nothing. Many of the modern schools proudly proclaim 
themselves as purveyors of 'humanistic astrology'; the others have their 
humanism dressed up in a mockery of faith, but are nonetheless founded in 
ideas that are fundamentally anti-spiritual. The consequences of this cannot be 
other than what we have: narcissism through stellar oracle. Modern astrology, in 
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t reat lI I"e bereft o f .d I i I 1 l ! er meal! i ng. I ts pri mary use is  to prov ide validation for 
t he bewi kkred of t h e  world, stroki ng fragile egos to convince them all is well. 
The scorn it attracts from the sceptics is fully deserved, albeit given for the 
wrong reasons. I f  traditional astrology is a cathedral, where man comes closer to 
h is Maker, its modern offshoot is nothing but a bordello, promising everyone 
I h e  particular comfort they feel they require, yet giving not one of them what he 
really needs. The following chapters introduce the possibilities offered by the 
real astrology that flourished so long and so richly before the advent of what is 
known as the Enlightenment. 
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Horary Astrology 

Not only in the structures by which it seeks to comprehend the universe, but 
also in the structures of the science itself, astrology is remorselessly hierarchical. 
That well-known tenet of Hermetic doctrine, so carelessly bandied by so many 
who flee screaming from the very thought of cosmic hierarchies, 'As above, so 
below,' implies quite clearly that there is an above and there is a below. This 
understanding runs throughout astrology; there is no astrology without it: no 
matter how attached we may be to out egalitarian social beliefs, they will not 
work when applied to the cosmos. 

The traditional authorities laid down a strict hierarchy of 'subjects fit to be 
judged', matters into which astrologers might usefully pry. The subjects are as 
follows: 

I: States and great nations 
2: Dynasties and families 
3: Kings and potentates 
4: Individual nativities 
5: Elections 
6: Horary questions 

In the hierarchy of importance, the traditional texts always start from the top 
and work downwards; this can be seen in any description of the planets, which 
will always start with Saturn and work in through the celestial spheres to finish 
with the Moon. We might contrast modern texts, which typically start with the 
Sun and then work in exactly reverse order from the Moon outwards, noting 
that this order conforms neither to astrological theory nor to the modern model 
of the structure of the solar system and is thus totally arbitrary. The beauty of 
astrology is that it gives a completely coherent intellectual model; the modern 
mockery of astrology is nothing but a random pastiche. 

As might be expected, traditional didactic texts start the student from the 
bottom and lead him gradually upward. So the first subject to be covered is the 
lowest on the list: horary astrology, which is the art of answering specific 
questions by judging an astrological chart for the moment at which the 
question is asked. The traditional teacher has a careful belief that it is better to 
start with what is easier and work towards what is more difficult. The study of 
modern astrology invariably begins with birth-charts, which is akin to 
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( ) r  11O rary, a.� if t hat  small proportion who study maths at university were finally 
1 0  he i ntrodu ced to the multiplication tables. This might not be unconnected 
w i th the lack of mastery prevalent today. 

From horary, we come to electional astrology. This can be seen as horary 
hack-to-front: while horary takes the moment and judges the likely conse
quence, in electional astrology we take the desired consequence and look for the 
moment most likely to produce that result. Only then do we come to the 
I horough study of natal astrology; for only through having attained mastery of 
horary and elections will the student have acquired sufficient knowledge to be 
able to soundly judge the infinitely more complex matter of a human life. 

But even natal astrology, the be-all and end-all of the craft today, is but a 
stepping stone on the path to the three highest sections in our list of subjects, 
which together comprise 'mundane' astrology: the astrology of the world, tradi
I ionally considered the flower and the crown of astrological learning. The 
lowest branch of mundane, kings and potentates, is but a short step from natal 
�ls trology. Here, we judge the life and reign of individual monarchs. With 
dynasties and families we take a longer view, watching the rise and fall of royal 
t:lmilies; from there we pass to judgement of the fall and swell of history as 
empire follows empire and dominance passes from nation to nation. As we 
might expect, we see here not just a hierarchy of meaning, but also a hierarchy 
of technique: in  horary, we are much concerned with the movements of the 
Moon, the lightest of the planets; in mundane, we deal primarily with the 'great 
chronocrators' , the time-keepers of the cosmos, the outermost planets, Jupiter 
and Saturn. Following the traditional pathway, we shall start our ascent with a 
consideration of horary. 

Of all the forms of traditional astrology, it is horary that falls most strangely 
on the modern ear. The idea that a question can be asked, a chart of the stars 
drawn for that moment and the answer to that question deduced from what it 
shows sounds bizarre. It stretches the theories of planetary causation that are 
tCJ isted onto astrology somewhat beyond their reasonable limits, implying as it 
does that, for instance, Saturn should suddenly find itself responsible for 
someone's lost ear-ring and have to dash around the cosmos deciding what shall 
happen to it. To the modern mind, horary makes no sense at all, even less so 
I han tarot or I-Ching, where the questioner does at least have contact with the 
cards or the coins: the stars are immutable and are not to be shuffled to match 
I he state of the querent's unconscious. Yet work it does, and with great accuracy, 
providing verifiable, concrete answers to the questions asked, whether these 
questions be on public issues, the major business of a persons life, or even day
lo-day trivia such as "Where is my watch?" or "Have I got time to have a bath 
hd()re the repair-man arrives?" 

Horary was the staple of most astrologers' business in the past, for a variety of 
reaSOIlS ,  only one of which is thl' material bct that few people knew their date 
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and time of birth with any accuracy (even today, the accuracy o! I l imt gl Vl'n 
birth-times is doubtful: almost everyone lacking the dubious privilege of lmng 
born into a family of astrologers seems to be born on the hour or on the half
hour). When the king summoned the court astrologer to find out if he should 
marry the princess or invade the next kingdom, horary is what the astrologer 
would almost invariably have used. Quick, precise and efficient, it provides 
more bang for the astrological buck than any other form of the craft, and hence, 
as it allows for quick turnover and impressive results, found favour with skilled 
professionals. One sets the chart and finds the answer ' instantly' , according to 
William Lilly, one of the masters of the craft. Instantly is perhaps an exaggera
tion, but in his day (the Seventeenth Century) the norm was for an astrological 
consultation lasting some fifteen or twenty minutes. This brief time would 
include social niceties and payment, the asking of the question and explanation 
of the situation, the astrologer adjusting his daily chart for the exact moment at 
which the question was asked, his telling the client - if a 'convincer' were neces
sary - where on their body they had warts, moles or scars (all deduced from the 
chart) , and finally judging the chart and giving the answer. Quick, precise and 
efficient. 

If we liken the conventional idea of the birth-chart reading to general 
medical practice, horary is like surgery: it cuts straight to the point. By concen
trating on one issue alone, it gives a close and detailed focus on that issue, in a 
way that is not possible from a birth-chart, without - if at all - the exercise of 
greater amount of subtlety than most astrologers possess and a greater amount 
of work than most clients can afford. A birth-chart reading, for instance, may 
suggest that the native is likely to marry this year; it will not, however, say 
whether Bill or Tom is the man in question, or that it is unwise to plan the 
reception outdoors because it is going to rain on that day. Similarly - and this is 
perhaps the most immediately impressive use of astrology - it will not reveal the 
whereabouts of your lost catlring/handbag/whatever. From the practitioner's 
point of view, the client, even if asking for a birth-chart reading, will usually 
have some specific issue on their mind; it is far simpler to deal with that issue 
than to attempt to unravel a whole life-time of specific issues - most of which 
do not concern the client at that moment. 

The assumption behind horary is that the question is an existent thing in its 
own right. It is conceived when it enters the mind, and born when it is under
stood by the person who is in a position to answer it: in this case, the astrologer. 
So the astrological chart cast for the moment at which the astrologer under
stands the question is, as it were, the question's birth-chart. This holds true even 
if the question is understood at what is, apparently, a completely random 
moment, such as the moment at which the astrologer picks the letter containing 
the question from his door-mat, or when he returns a message left on an 
answerphone: logically, a request for information is born only when it reaches 
the ear of the person who can provide that information. The relevance of even 
these supposedly chance moments to the issue at hand can be seell fmlll the 
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I 'rl'q Ul' l l l y w i t h  w h idl t h l' char ts  cast ! (H thclll  show verifiable evellts in the past 
wh idl arc datahle fi-O ll l  the chart. I II bct, even though it is not done 
cOllsciously, the querent exercises precise control over the moment of the 
question. Otten, if the question is being asked by phone, the querent will 
hesitate, make small talk, change his mind, change it back again, ask the 
question, decide not to ask it, change its form - and then finally decide "OK, 
th is is it: here is the question." This can invariably be shown as a quite uncon
scious process of fine-tuning, often waiting for the moment when the 
Ascendant of the chart (which always represents the querent) moves from one 
sign to another. In the traditional cosmos, there is nothing random; there is no 
pure chance. Everything is connected and everything has meaning. 

That the querent chooses this particular moment to ask this particular 
question is a consequence of absolutely everything that has happened in his life 
up to that point. There is a reason why this querent phones the astrologer while 
working, while that one waits until her lunch-break; why this one boldly picks 
up the phone and dials, while that one hesitates and puts it off. The differences 
- far more plentiful and mostly far more subtle than these examples - that these 
sundry actions reveal in the querents are directly pertinent to the question 
asked; thus also the differences in the astrological chart consequent upon these 
pertain to the j udgement of that question. 

The great majority of horary work is predictive, for which it has incurred 
t he wrath of both the churches and modern science to a greater extent than 
any other form of astrology; many astrologers, indeed, both past and present 
have condemned horary for j ust this reason - and not only the ones who lack 
the knowledge to make it work. Alan Leo denounced it as 'THE CURSE OF 
THE SCIENCE AND THE RUIN OF THE ASTROLOGER' , l  although 
i t  had been the making of many abler than he. The desire for prediction does 
usually betray a lack of trust in God, and as such is not to be encouraged; we 
;Ire reminded again of the warning given with what was revealed to the angels 
I larut and Marut in Babylon: 'We are only a temptation, therefore disbelieve not 
(in the guidance of Allah) '.2 Yet the very possibility of being able to predict 
!'rom the stars, and the intricacy of the structure of the universe, can also be a 
I ight on the path to God. For this, however, both artist and querent must 
;llways be aware that all is subject to the Will of God. This statement, so 
stressed by the traditional authorities, seems to the sceptical modern as a 'get
out clause'; but it is an intrinsic part of the whole attitude, without which 
judgement is impossible. In our astrological hierarchy, the lesser is ever 
l ontained within the greater; the fate of a man is contained within the fate of 
h i s  country, and since there is no greater than God, the spheres of the universe 
: lre enclosed by His will. Judgement is also evidently always subject to the 

1 Alan I .t'o , Morlall As/rololY, I I IVI I : J O  ([8<)6), pp. 434-7: quoted in Patrick Curry, A Confusion of 
1 '10/,/'1'/.\, ".  1 (, \  ( :o l l i ",  I'< Brown, I ,ontion , 1 <)<)2.  I ,co's capitals . 

, Ill(' I io ly 1) 1" " " 1 ,  .' : 1 ' > 1 .  



Eli libil i ty  of t h e  ast rologer, t h ough even the  trad i t ional  a l l t h o ll t l l'\ l " l l l j lh. l\ i \e 
this rather less. 

Finally, in this section, it must be said that since the republication of Wil l iam 
Lilly's classic text-book, Christian Astrology, in 1985, horary, understood or 
misunderstood to varying degrees, has begun to establish a beachhead for itself 
in the modern world. Within modern astrological circles, indeed, the words 
'horary' and 'traditional' are more or less synonymous, however much this 
misrepresents the vast depth of traditional astrology. By seeing the tradition as 
offering only horary, which the moderns lack the techniques to perform, they 
can avoid having their own strange ideas of natal astrology challenged by other 
ideas that actually work. Horary cannot be done at all with modern method -
as those text-books which attempt to demonstrate such a method make 
perfectly clear. 

"When Will the Repairman Arrive?" 

Let us consider an example to show how simple horary can be. I had been told 
that the electricity repair-man would arrive at some time that morning. I 
wanted to have a bath, so, knowing that nothing is more certain to make the 
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Chart 4: When will the Repairman Arrive? 
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door- bel l  r i l l g  t h. l l I  wt l l l l l g  i l l t o  t he t l l b, l east a hOLlry to f i nd  out  L'xact ly whL'n 
hl' wOl l ld  arrive.  \ 

The <.]uL'rL' n t  is a lways shown by the planet ruling the Ascendant, in this case 
I l l piter(7. ) .  At 0 degrees of Aquarius, Jupiter has no strength; being so close to 
the Sun (0), the most destructive position a planet can hold, confirms my total 
lack of power in this situation. Trapped in the twelfth house, the section of the 
chart concerned with imprisonment, there is nothing I can do other than wait. 
' I 'he repairman's position is quite different. He is shown by the Moon ('))) ,  ruler 
of the sixth house, as repairmen are rumoured to be our servants. In its own 
s ign , Cancer, it is very strong: he is in control of the situation. 

I had expected to see his planet applying to aspect - probably by conjunction 
- either the Ascendant or my significator. The distance his planet would have to 
t ravel in order to complete the aspect would then show the time that must 
e lapse before his arrival. I was horrified to see his significator, which is moving 
round the chart in an anti-clockwise direction, just entering the sixth house, the 
house of servants. This can be read quite literally: the repairman is going into 
his own house. The Moon makes no major aspects to any of the traditional 
planets before leaving its sign: this is further confirmation that he is going 
nowhere except home. And so it proved. 

1 10rary judgements are only rarely as straightforward as this, largely because 
horary questions are only rarely this simple: profound as may be my desire for 
my bath, "When will the repairman arrive?" has none of the emotional 
complexity of the tangled situations from within which que rents usually pose 
t heir questions. The principles, however, remain the same. Muddy situations 
i nspire muddy charts, but the same few simple rules applied patiently and with 
care will unravel the most knotted bundle of conflicting passions. 

Horary can deal with a variety of differing types of question. Questions of 
state seek an understanding of how things actually are at that moment, looking 
/()f information that is veiled from the querent, such as "Where are my keys?" or 
"Am I pregnant?" We can peer back into the past, with queries such as "Did the 
deaner steal my ring, or did I just lose it?" Most often, however, questions are 
directed into the future, asking if, how or when a certain event will take place. 

The technical principles for judging charts set for such questions as these are 
i n  essence simplicity itself. Most significantly, for all that they must be applied 
with subtlety of understanding, these techniques are fixed. There is not the 
sl ightest question of intuition, except in the sense of Polyani's formulation of 
i n tuition as 'tacit knowledge' - that is, the way that a mechanic knows what is 
l ausing that squeak without necessarily being able to articulate the reasons why, 
la rge experience having made certain stages in the reasoning process redundant. 
Any competent astrologer looking at the same chart should, allowing for 
h l lman fallibili ty, reach the same conclusions. Intuition in the common under-
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standing of the word � or even i n  i ts h igher and origi nal l l l l';l n i ng of 1 I 1 1 l' l ln l ion  
as regards a particular fact or allotment of knowledge � has not h i ng 1 0  do with 
it: the client can get 'intuitions' from his next-door neighbour; from an 
astrologer he requires the truth, 

These techniques involve first locating the planet that signifies the querent; 
then the one that signifies the thing they are asking about, If these planets meet 
by aspect, we have the possibility that the thing will happen; if they do not, it 
won't, Once we have found that an aspect is there, bringing the two planets 
together, we must assess the strength of the planets, in order to determine 
whether they are strong enough to make the event happen; then we evaluate the 
nature of their connection with each other to find out if they both want the 
event to happen, If the planets are adequately strong, if they share an interest in 
making the event happen and if they meet by aspect, we may judge � within as 
always the possible limits of prediction, as all is ever subject to the will of God � 

that the event will come to pass, 
So if the question were "Will Susie go out with me?" and the chart showed 

my planet and her planet coming to immediate aspect, this would be an 
encouraging start to judgement. The aspect provides, as it were, the occasion, 
without which nothing happens. If both our planets were strong, the chart 
would look rosier still, as we both have the ability to act. Suppose her planet 
were weak: no matter how desperate she was to go out with me, any obstacle 
would prove too much for her to surmount. The chart would show the nature 
of the obstacle: perhaps she is afflicted by the planet that would represent her 
father, so we could judge that he will not let her see me. Finally, we examine the 
way in which the two planets regard each other. In this situation, the ideal 
would be for my planet to be in a sign ruled by her planet, while hers falls in a 
sign ruled by mine: this would show intense mutual feelings. If her planet were 
not in any part of the zodiac ruled by mine, we would judge that she is not 
interested in me. As the asking of the question implies a certain level of interest, 
we might expect my planet to be in some part of the zodiac ruled by hers; if, 
however, it were in one of my own signs it would show clearly that I have no 
real interest in her, but just want the kudos of being seen with Susie, the 
prettiest girl in the school. We might make do with planets that do not indicate 
any interest in each other, but do show a shared interest in something else, as 
evinced by their both being in parts of the zodiac ruled by a third planet: we 
don't think much of each other, but we do both want to go to the dance. 

As with the lovely Susie, so with any other issue. In the example about the 
repairman, his planet is very strong, while mine is weak: he can choose what 
happens, while I cannot. His planet is in a sign ruled by itself: his main priority 
is his own business. His planet is in Cancer, a sign where my planet, Jupiter, is 
said to be exalted; this is an important dignity, so I am clearly of some signifi
cance to him; unfortunately of not nearly as much significance as he is to 
himself. In sum, he has the power, while I don't; he is more interested in himself 
than in me; there is no aspect to bring us together. In this instancl', I would 
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happi ly havl' .\l' l dnl f O I  . 1 1 1  , 1 \ I ll't I  w i l hout  any ind icat ions of h i s  i n terest i n  me: I 
,hould havl' hl'l'n 1 1 . Ippy i l  he had turned up; I would not have minded if were 
I h i nk ing  of sO l l let h i ng else while he was working. If the context were different 
, Ind I were asking about Susie, the amount of interest she had in me would be of 
I he utmost significance. 

Suppose I ask "Will I get this job?" My planet strong in the chart would 
indicate that I have the ability and qualifications to merit it. My planet could be 
weak in either of two ways: if it is in a part of the zodiac where it has no power, 
i t  would suggest that I am weak of myself � in this context, I lack whatever is 
necessary to get the job. It might, however, be in a congenial part of the zodiac 
hut be afflicted by another planet or by being in an unfortunate part of the sky 
relative to the horizon: I have the necessary skills, but something gets in the way 
- maybe I arrive at the interview drunk (my planet weak by being in the house 
of self-undoing), or perhaps my undoubted abilities are overshadowed by the 
l I fgent need to find a post for the chairman's new son-in-law (my planet 
afflicted by another) . Even if my study of the chart revealed that I lack the 
\trength to deserve this job, all might not be lost. Perhaps the planet repre
senting the job has something in common with my own, so I dig out my oid 
school tie or rehearse the secret handshake knowing that this will outweigh my 
i nadequacies. But for all this, if the two planets representing me and the job fail 
10 meet each other in aspect, nothing will happen. No matter how promising 
I he situation, I will not get the job: perhaps the company decides not to hire 
new staff after all; perhaps great-uncle Silas dies, relieving me with his riches of 
, I I I  need to work: the chart will indicate which. 

Where is my fish? 

Before turning to a consideration of the basic tools with which astrology works, 
hy which we assess the relative strengths, interests and possible actions of the 
,lerors in whatever drama we are watching, whether it be the non-arrival of the 
electricity man or the demise of a great empire, let us examine a last example of 
horary, which makes clear some of the apparently problematical issues 
surrounding this branch of astrology more even than any other. This chart was 
j udged by one of the greatest masters of the craft, William Lilly. 

Lilly practised during the Seventeenth Century, acquiring a reputation for 
, lccurate, specific astrology stretching far beyond the shores of his native 
I ':ngland, a fact that presents us again with the two options: either our ancestors 
were singularly stupid, or he had to at least some measure the abilities which he 
l laimed. The bulk of his practice was in horary; his surviving notebooks show 
h i m  dealing with some 2000 clients a year, a depth of practical experience 
wh ich combined with a huge breadth of study to enable him to write Christian 
Astrology. a text-book of horary and natal astrology that was, suffering varying 
degrees of distortion, to be the standard work on the subject until Alan Leo put 
I h l' dy ing corpsl' of astro logy out of its misery two and a half centuries later. 
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Chart 5: Where is my Fish? 

Lilly had ordered some fish and a bag of Portuguese onions to be sent from 
London to his home, just up-river in Hersham. But when the warehouseman 
arrived at Lilly's house, instead of delivering the goods he told the astrologer 
that the warehouse had been broken into and the fish stolen. Lilly set a horary 
chart to find the thief. 4 

In a question of theft, a planet without strength placed in an angular house 
often shows the thief, while the Sun or Moon in the Ascendant in one of its 
own dignities shows that the thief will be discovered. Here, Jupiter (4) is 
without strength and angular, while the Moon C))) ,  in its dignity, is in the 
Ascendant. Jupiter is the natural ruler of the rich and noble, but Lilly decided 
that a gentleman was unlikely to butgle warehouses to steal fish. He did, 
however, take note of the sign that Jupiter is in: Scorpio, a water sign. The Part 
of Fortune, which falls at 17 degrees of Cancer, represents the querent's 'treasure' 
in the chart; Lilly's treasure here is his missing fish, so its being in Cancer, 
another water sign, is of significance. Mercury (�) , ruler of the second house in 
the chart, and as such significator of Lilly's property - his fish - is in the third 
water sign, Pisces. Considering this evidence and the circumstances of the theft, 
Lilly decided that the thief must be connected with the water, probably by 

4 February 20 1638 Ills, 9,00 am LMT, Hersham 
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wor k i ng on 1 I 1 l '  l i vl ' l  ( 1 I I I l I l " 1 i l l wain s ign) alld I hl' fish m ust be in some moist 
pLtCl' ( Par t  of h n'l l l I ll' . 1 1 1 . 1  Mncury i n  water signs) . 

The Moon usua l ly  works as secondary significator of the querent, so its 
i m mediate formation of an aspect with Mercury (the property) shows that the 
' 1 l 1erent will recover it. Unfortunately, Mercury is very weak in Pisces: the aspect 
shows that the fish will be recovered, but this weakness shows that it will be 
l i l ll l1d in less than pristine condition. Lilly judged that he wouldn't recover the 
l i sh intact, but that he would get some of it back. The chart has told him that 
he will discover the thief and recover some of the goods. This judgement has 
heen made by the application of fixed rules: Lilly is not employing his intuition. 

Apart from a weak planet in an angular house, the thief can also be shown by 
I he :uler of t�e seventh house. Here, this is Mars (d) .  Mars is on the point of 
Icavmg ScorpIO (lT1), which is its own sign. This suggested that the thief had 
recently moved house, or was just about to do so (the technical term house was 
commonly applied both to sections of the chart and to the signs of the zodiac) . 
( :ombining �he indications of the two possible significators of the thief, Jupiter 
;l I1d Mars, Lilly was able to work out a physical description of the man. After 
mak�ng enquiries, he heard of a fisherman with a reputation for thieving who 
had )us� moved to a house by the river, as was shown by the chart's emphasis on 
water signs. Tall and well-built with fair complexion and reddish-yellow hair, 
h is appearance was typical of Mars combined with Jupiter. Lilly had his suspect. 

Armed with this combination of astrology and detective-work, he 
.Ipproached the local magistrate, who readily granted a warrant to search the 
man's house and provided him with a bailiff to enforce it. They found part of 
I he fish, at which the thief confessed all, explaining that the rest had already 
heen eaten. Lilly grumbled at the man's wife about the fate of his Portuguese 
onions - not knowing what they were, she had made soup out of them - but 
I hen relented and let them keep the remains of their loot. 

As we have seen, the discovery of the thief and the retrieval of the fish are 
,hown, clearly and according to set rules, in the chart; but these predictions 
depended on certain actions to make them happen, actions which need not, 
; Ippare?tly, have been taken. The chart guided Lilly to the thief. Having found 
I he thief, many people would not have confronted him. This was a small 
, omm�nity: Lilly might have been frightened of the consequences of his 
.lCcusatIOn, or uncertain of his judgement and scared of embarrassment if he 
had got it wrong. He wasn't. This was the same Lilly who, shortly after arriving 
In London as a young man, had performed a mastectomy on his master's wife, 
; l I

,
l� who was later to risk execution with his vehement astrological propagan

d l S l llg on behalf of Parliament during the Civil War: he wasn't one to back 
down from a challenge. Then, to allow the prediction to come true, Lilly had to 
he i n  a position to obtain a warrant to search the thief's house. Few modern 
. Is lrologers would find much sympathy arriving at their local police station 
waving a chart and cla im ing  to know who had stolen their belongings. Lilly had 
. 1 S I  rong rl'P l i ta r ion as a worthy ci tizen and an accurate astrologer. The wealth 



he had gai ned through his astrological practice had made h im t l tt' 1 l 1 . lg'\ ! rat e's 
social equal, so he would have found no problem in obtain ing the warrant. 

Lilly's character and circumstances were necessary factors in the accuracy of 
the prediction. Bur it it is reasonable to think that had the circumstances, 
including Lilly's character, been different, he would not have asked this partic
ular question at this particular time. If, for example, he were timid, he might 
well have spent another hour worrying about the situation before asking the 
question, resulting in a different astrological chart; if his reputation as an 
astrologer had not made him the social equal of the magistrate, he could 
probably not have afforded to order the fish in the first place. The chart itself is 
a product of the man and the situation just as much as whatever takes place in 
the life; unless we are to make the rather bizarre, but currently fashionable, 
assumption that life is a succession of random events, the two must be 
meaningfully connected. There is only one possible set of circumstances that 
could have led to that exact prediction being made at that exact moment. That 
set of circumstances is the one, and the only one, that had actually arisen. 
Anything else exists only in the world of hypothesis, as the product of man's 
tireless fancy. 

It is easy to see now why most modern astrologers, from choice or ignorance, 
have no truck with horary, and why many of them become surprisingly 
excitable when the subject is raised: the prospect of there being a verifiable, 
accurate astrology based on sound principles inevitably touches a sore spot. 

Some moderns have managed to deal with the threatening intrusion of 
reality into their nebulous dream-world by breeding an unearthly creature 
called 'psychological horary'. This strange product of genetic engineering 
knows nothing so vulgar as providing a simple answer to a simple question, but 
must delve into the psychological motives for that question having been asked. 
Had William Lilly been foolish enough to have demanded of one of these 
astrologers "Where is my fish?" he would have received the response "What 
does your fish mean to you?" What strange psychological quirk makes you want 
to know what has happened to the fish that someone has stolen from you? In 
this way, reality is reduced to its customary place as an adjunct to the client's 
psyche, and what happens in the life is of no importance other than as a means 
of casting light on our own kaleidoscope of whirling mental fixations. We 
might note in passing that such attitudes absolve us from the necessity of any 
engagement in the world, for whatever we may perceive as wrong-doing is 
merely our psychological projection, and so we may justifiably admire ourselves 
in our mirror while the world burns around us. 

We might suspect that William Lilly would have given the enquiry "What 
does the fish mean to you?" a short and dusty answer; we might certainly 
suspect that using the chart only to analyse this question would not have put 
the fish on his dinner-table - but to think such thoughts reveals our lack of 
sophistication: "What does your dinner mean to you?" Any question is 
construed as an invitation to the contemporary astrologer to trample t It rough 

I I '  ) II " II \' ,\ , I II ' )  I ' ) ' ,  \ " I I 

t i l l' l jULTt' l l t \  I " Y' I I I " "  W I I I I , I ,( l I l l l' may fi nd t h is t i t i l lating we cannot but regard 
i l  wit h ahl lOITt' l lu' ,  I l ldt'l'l 1 ,  IZene Cucnon has pointed out that what the mind 
keeps unconscious i t  keeps unconscious for good reason; it does not do to go 
poking around in it.' The amount of psychic detritus we see all around us is not 
unconnected with the Twentieth-Century fashion for doing just that. All 
manner of unsavoury genies have been released from botdes in which they 
slumbered quite safely; they are not easily returned. 

While we are most certainly wrong to reduce the great benefit of horary 
astrology to a means of psychological analysis, we are wrong also to think that 
the importance of horary is in the immediate results that it offers. Whether we 
can find the lost ring or determine whether the repair-man will arrive on time is 
not, in the great scheme of things, a matter of any significance. As horary is the 
doorway to astrology, the celestial science, we are given a few sweets to tempt us 
i nside. We are provided with some immediate verification of the truth behind 
the  science; yet it does not do to place too great an importance on these proofs. 
" I 'he point, as always in astrology, is to look beyond towards the Divine. "We 
shall show them Our portents on the horizons and within themselves until it will be 
maniflst unto them that it is the Truth, "6 but we must not become attached to 
t he portents: the signpost is not the destination. 

, The Reign o/Quantity, p, 279, 3rd edn, Sophia Perennis, Ghent, USA, 1995 
(, The Holy Qur'an, 41:53 
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The Nature of Time 

Before venturing further up the hierarchy of astrological knowledge, we must 
devote some attention to the principles through which astrological judgement is 
drawn. The first conception which we must address is the nature of time itself, 
for it is time that is astrology's basic concern, the material with which it works. 

To the scientist, ten past three is just like any other time. Certain things may 
well happen then - the kettle may boil, the train may arrive, he might think of 
his mother - but there is no reason why these things could not just as well have 
happened at nine minutes past three, or twenty to four, or any other time. If we 
compare time to a landscape, the scientist looks out over a vast featureless vista. 
There are no mountains, lakes or swamps; there are no areas of barren land, no 
patches of fertile soil. Time is homogeneous; no one moment has any qualities 
different from any other. 

The astrologer sees time quite differently. To him each moment is different 
from its fellows, just as you and I are different from ours. The landscape of time 
that the astrologer sees from the window of his tower is just as varied as any 
physical landscape: it has its mountains and plains, its dry deserts and lush 
pastures. To him, whatever happens at ten to three is a part of the particular 
quality of ten to three; if an apparently similar event happened at twenty to four 
- the kettle boiling, for instance - it would be subtly different. 

The classic scientific experiment treats time as a stable constant. The experi
ment is something that, all other things being equal, can be repeated at any 
time without change in its result. This, the scientist would hold, shows that 
time is indeed a constant and the basic supposition of astrology is false. Leaving 
aside the fact - which the scientific literature itself confesses - that this claim is 
actually untrue, we can see that the scientific experiment, which is deliberately 
constructed 'outside life' as it were, is of so simple and so gross a nature that it 
will almost invariably bludgeon its way to the same conclusion. Dealing with 
life as it proceeds in all its subtlety and complexity, what may or may not be the 
result of an artificial experiment is irrelevant. It is notable that when science 
turns its attention to more subtle realms, such as particle physics, experiments 
become rather less well-behaved. 

To the scientist, the words 'ten past three' tell all there is to be known about 
that particular moment; to the astrologer, the words 'ten past three' are nothing 
but a convenient label to assist identification, and no more describe t i l l" nature 
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Whal as l  rology d ! ln I i  I , l l ! II  wh ich the whole craft of astrology consists - is to 
d escribe that aL' l u a l  I l t d i v idua l  nature of moments of time as they exist in partic
, d a l  p laces. The mcans by which astrology achieves this description is by refer
( ' I ICC to the relative positions of the planets. This is what astrology is, and this is 
,d l that astrology is: a means of describing the individual nature of moments of 
lime. 

The moments which we choose to describe are those of significance in 
whichever context we are working. They might be the moment of a birth, of a 
marriage, of the foundation of a empire, or of the asking of a question. 
"nowing the context and understanding the nature of the moment, the 
,Istrologer may, within strictly circumscribed limits, make an informed judge
ment as to what is likely to follow. There is nothing magical in this: once we 
,lCcept that time varies in the same way as place, the possibility of prediction 
i l Ievitably follows. If ! understand the nature of a piece of ground and I know 
what seed a farmer is about to sow in it, I can make an informed prediction of 
what will grow there and how it will flourish; if I understand the nature of a 
piece of time and know the act that someone intends making at that moment, I 
, an make an informed prediction of what will follow and how successful that 
. I l t  is likely to be. Bearing in mind always that all things at all times are subject 
1 0  the will of God, so no matter how inevitable my prediction might seem, 
whether based on astrology or horticulture, it can always fail. 

This variable quality of time is part of our common-sense experience. I know 
I hat I can meet my friend today and we will spend an enjoyable hour, with 
I l l' ither of us wanting to part; I can meet the same friend in the same place and 
do the same things on another day, and we will both be watching the clock 
wondering if we can politely leave yet. The scientist would point to physical 
l ariables: I am wearing a different shirt, my friend has toothache and a tax 
dcmand; the astrologer would claim that above and beyond these things the 
I l a ture of our meetings is determined by the differing quality of the time at 
wh ich they take place. Or in the field of sport: Superstars United may have 
'>pent millions of pounds assembling a team of all the talents; they may be vastly 
,>uperior in all areas to No-hopers Town; but sport would lose all its interest if 
wc did not know that on the odd occasion, for no apparent reason, No-hopers 
1 l)Wn will bring their glorious opponents firmly down to earth. The astrologer 
would suggest that this is indicated by the nature of the moment at which the 
( 'vcnt happens. 

The words of Ecclesiastes are familiar: " To  every thing there is a season and a 
lime to every purpose under the heaven." l Today, in a world which ignores the 
v;lriable nature of time, this is taken to mean "everything has to be done at some 
I i  mc or another." But it means exactly what it says: there is a specific time to 
('very p urpose. "A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 
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pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to hl'It/; II 1 1 11/, '  III /'1'/',,/, 
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; " II/fie to 
mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to get, and 
a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to 
sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a 
time of war, and a time of peace." 2 We find elucidated in these verses the one 
essential principle of astrology: time differs in its nature. Understanding the 
nature of a moment gives us insight into that which happens in that moment, 
or the consequences of what has happened or of what will happen in that 
moment. That which is done in its time will prosper, that which is not will not, 
as surely as seed that is sown in fertile ground will grow and that which is sown 
in barren will fail. And acts that are not the work of man will happen when they 
will, just as " in the place where the tree Jalleth, there it shall be." 3 Many are the 
modern sciences that devote close study to the variations in the nature of place; 
astrology is the traditional science that devotes close study to the variations in 
the nature of time. 

These variations in the quality of time are difficult for us to appreciate, 
because we cannot see time: we see only its effects. We can easily see the nature 
of place, and so act appropriately: we do not sow our seed on a concrete waste. 
The only way by which we may see time is by observing things that change 
regularly with time, such as the position of the hands of a clock - or the places 
of the planets. The study of astrology is what enables us to understand these 
changes in time, and to shape our actions accordingly. 

Clock Time and Real Time 

Acting according to the nature of time becomes ever harder, as our culture 
distances itself from any awareness of the real phenomenon of time. Time is 
something to be conquered. Just as most of the space on Earth has been beaten 
into shape, so we seek to do the same with time. 24-hour shopping; the desire to 
appear forever young; ubiquitous electric lighting; strawberries available all year 
round: no matter how convenient some of these developments may be, they all 
distance us from our awareness of the true nature of time. It is not insignificant 
that the glare of the electricity in our streets makes it ever harder to see the stars, 
the markers of true time. 

Astrological time - or, to be more correct, the astrological definition of true 
time - is rather different from the time in daily use. To be sure, astrologers 
make full use of the common conventions: we set a chart by the clock and only 
the most perverse would arrange a meeting 'at the start of the next Mercury 
hour'. Clock time is a useful thing; the astrologer does not suggest that it is in 
any way wrong, no more than he suggests that astronomy is wrong: the 

2 ibid.  l. 2-8 \ ibid. l l . l  
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." t rologer � l Iggl" ( '  o l l ly t h. l t  dock t ime, l ike astronomy, is a th ing devoid of 
1 I 1 l'a n i ng, and t n l l' t i l lll' is the mean i ng that it lacks, just as astrology is the 
l ! lean i ng without w h ich astronomy, no matter how fascinating, is useless. 

We see here the theme that runs as a thread throughout this book: one level 
or truth does not deny the veracity of another level of truth. The relationship of 
, Istrological to clock time is much the same as the relationship of esoteric to 
l'xoteric truth. Both levels are true; that one is true does not deny the other; but 
Like away the esoteric and the exoteric remains but a husk. Clock time is a 
I iseful thing, but since the level of meaning given by astrological time has 
become virtually forgotten, what was adopted as a convention for man's conve
l I i ence has become a snare from which he is unable to escape. 

Astrological time is shown by a series of interlocking cycles. We are familiar 
with some of these: the daily cycle of Sun around the Earth; the monthly cycle 
of Moon around the Earth; the annual cycle of Sun against the stars. 
( :onventional approximations to the term of these three cycles give us our day, 
l ! lonth and year. There are longer cycles, some stretching into many thousands 
, , j '  years, marked by the movements of the outer planets. There are minor cycles, 
down to the smallest units of time. The long cycles delineate the long patterns 
of time: the rise and fall of faiths or empires. Of more immediate day to day 
,ignificance is the interplay of the short cycles of hour and day. 

Astrological hours differ from clock hours in that they are not uniform. Each 
l l ock hour is the same length as every other; the astrological hour, however, is 
Ol le  twelfth of the time between sunrise and sunset (or between sunset and 
' l i nrise if it is a night hour). As the length of time between sunrise and sunset 
\ a ries not only from day to day but also from place to place, the length of the 
I i our  varies not only with the time of year but also with geographical location. 
I I I temperate latitudes, natural hours vary in length from around 40 clock 
l ! l i nutes in winter to around 80 clock minutes in summer. As the start and 
1 1 1 1 i sh  of each hour is determined by the exact moment of sunrise, this will vary 
1 10m place to place: it is quite possible that on one side of town it is the third 
1 J ( )ur  of the day, while on the other it is still the second. 

This sensitivity to both place and season is of great significance. Each hour is 
' , l id to be ruled by one or other of the seven planets known in the classical 
world. The qualities of that planet will be most apparent during an hour that it 
l i t ies. Each day is also ruled by one or other of the planets: Sun-day, Moon-day, 
Mars-day, Mercury-day, Jupiter-day, Venus-day and Saturn-day, in the order of 
t he week (the astrological rulerships are clearer in French: Mardi, Mercredi, 
In ld i ,  Vendredi). The astrologer would suggest that if I wish to propose to 
I ' , r l l l i ntrude, I would be better advised to wait for a Venus hour on a Friday 
( Vl'nus-day) than to risk being sent away with a flea in my ear by doing so on a 
Mars hour on a Saturn-day. Similarly, if I am in a different town to my true 
lovl', the adwnt of a Venus hour might fill my heart with fond thoughts of her; I 
1 1 I , Iy rl lsh to the phone to wh isper sweet nothings, only to find that it is a Saturn 
hOl l r  where Shl' is , so I l ly dla nns a re not well rece ived. 
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' I 'hl' � t rcngt h ; lnd cX; lct na turc of t hc ru l i ng pLtnct< i n l i l lc l I l l' 1 111 1 1 1 1 ' 1 1  ,"h ln t 
hours wil l vary hrst  accord ing to the day - a Venus hour on a VC I I I I .' d . IY  hei ng 
rather different to a Venus hour on a Saturn day - and then accord i n g  to  that 
planet's placement in the sky, relative to the zodiacal signs and the other planets. 
If Venus during that hour is in Taurus, where it is strong, and helpfully aspected 
by benevolent Jupiter, she can work at her best. If she is in Aries, where she is 
weak, and aspected by restrictive Saturn, her influence will be hindered. In both 
cases, it will be coloured by the nature of the planet aspecting her. 

The hours proceed in an endless cycle in the traditional order of the planets: 
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, etc. The 
day starts at sunrise (not midnight) . Each day takes its planetary ruler from the 
hour that starts at sunrise on that day: this explains the apparently random 
order of the days, which we might at first glance have expected to follow the 
order of the planets, running Saturn-day, Jupiter-day, Mars-day and so on. So 
the first hour of Monday is ruled by the Moon; the second by Saturn, the third 
by Jupiter. Following the order through the twenty-four hours of the day, we 
find that the first hour after sunrise on Tuesday (Mars-day) is Mars, the first on 
Wednesday is Mercury. It is notable that if the urge towards decimalisation - a 
trend that abandons measure on the human scale in favour of the purely 
rational - is ever applied to time, dividing the day into two periods of ten hours 
each, renaming the days of the week after their starting hour would re-order 
them into a reversal of their traditional order (Moon-day would be followed by 
Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn-days) . It is unlikely that the 
consequences of this rigid reversal of nature would be fortunate. 

Finding the ruler of any particular hour is a simple enough operation. From 
the times of sun-rise and sun-set which are available in most diaries and annual 
ephemerides, work out the length of the day and the night on the date in 
question. Divide both of these times by twelve to find the length of each day 
hour and night hour on that date. Then, taking sun-rise as your starting point, 
work out how many hours have so far elapsed and thence which hour you are in 
at that time (eg the tenth, or the fourteenth). The first hour of each day, and 
consequently also the eighth, fifteenth and twenty-second, is ruled by the planet 
that rules the day (Moon for Monday, Mars for Tuesday and so forth) . The 
intervening hours follow the order of the planets as above. For example, 
Wednesdays are ruled by Mercury, so the first, fifteenth and twenty-second 
hours of any Wednesday are ruled by Mercury. The second, sixteenth and 
twenty-third are ruled by the Moon; the next by Saturn; then Jupiter; then 
Mars, the Sun, Venus and back to Mercury. 

Even though the dominance of the artificial conception of clock time has 
severely restricted our openness to the changing nature of true time as it flows 
past, a glance at the start of the week shows that traces still survive. The first 
hour of the week, as dawn breaks on Monday, is a Moon hour on a Moon day. 
We might expect the pervasive influence of such an hour would be to bring out 
the baby (Moon) in us: weak. undisciplined, wanting only to snuggle up and 
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, In'p, B i l l  t i l l '  11('\ 1 1 1111 1 1  1 \  I l t lnl  hy \a t u l" l l .  p lane t  o f  d i�c i p l i nc, d u ty, and,  
i ndl'n\, o l l i l 1 l 1' i bcl I :  . 1  I I U ),st u n wclcolllc v is i tor to our snug, babyish, Moon
day worl d .  We 1l 1 11� 1 assunl l: t hat those who feel themselves free of all astrolog
I l a l i n f-\ ucnu: h avc ncver hurled an alarm-clock across the room first thing on 
Mon day morning. 

The use of the unequal, astrological hours and the equal, mechanical hours 
l'X isted side by side from the earliest times: a water-clock measures time in just 
.IS cven and mechanical a fashion as a clockwork clock (although it can be and 
�ometimes was modified to tell unequal hours). These types of hours each had 
I heir  different uses, the equal hours being most useful for commercial purposes. 
I n  those days commercial considerations were not the measure of the whole of 
l i ft:. By the late Middle Ages, the growing emphasis on equal, mechanical hours 
hccomes apparent. The thirteenth-century Italian astrologer, Guido Bonatti, 
Liaims, after describing the principles of planetary rulership of the unequal 
hours, that the principle can be just as well applied to equal hours, though he 
,ays this without much conviction.4 He is nodding in the direction of growing 
current practice as the importance of commercial life grew and began to 
,houlder aside the idea that time has its own, varying nature. 

The most obvious variation in the nature of time is that at certain hours it 
gcts dark. The human being has a natural tendency to stop work when this 
luppens. The codes of the medieval guilds typically prohibited their members 
from working after dark: that this prohibition needed to be made suggests that 
L'ven then the desire to turn a penny was undermining the natural relationship 
with  time. As mechanical clocks became more common, this natural relation
ship became ever more tenuous. 

I t  is perfectly possible to build a mechanical clock that will tell the unequal, 
I l a tural hours: complicated, yes, but when we consider the intricacy of many 
medieval clocks, with their record of celestial motions and complex striking 
mechanisms, it would be unwise to deem it beyond the wit of the age to have 
dcveloped such if such had been wanted. Some were built when clockwork was 
i l l troduced into Japan, but there is no record of there being any attempt to 
hui ld one in Europe, the cause for which lies with those who were paying for 
I hc clocks to be built - primarily the merchant classes. Their requirements were 
f i l l- merchant-friendly clocks telling equal hours "so they could grind a full 
hour's worth of labor out of workers in the gloomiest and briefest days of 
w i n ter."5  

This points the basic conflict between the two systems of time - if conflict 
I hcre must be: the one has financial rewards; the other pays its wage in the coin 
of human well-being. The one demands that man conquer time, forcing it into 
. In  arbitrary plan to suit his short-term convenience; the other suggests that 
1 1 I an  is well served by accommodating himself and his desires to the nature of 

, I.iber AJtYOfiomille, P(lrt !II. p. 50; trans. Robert Hand; Golden Hind Press, Berkeley Springs. 
, A l fred W. ( :roshy, lhc MI'IIJllrl' o(Reft/ity - QUimtificlltion and Western Society, 1250-1600, p.82, 
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l i me as i l  Hows hy. Thai man may impose h is own a n i l i ' l .d  \ , . 1 1 1 " 1 1 1 1 1 1 " ' 1 1 t i l l' 
surbce of time does not, of course, mean that the nature of I i n ll' i l \( · 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 ' 1  \ , J ill' 
jot: Monday morning remains Monday morning; the being, responds to 
darkness whether that darkness falls at 4pm or rapm. 

As commercialism planted its satanic mills across the land, Tom Wedgwood, 
son of the more famous Josiah, came up with his hare-brained scheme for 
Etruria, which took to an extreme the wish to destroy the natural connection 
with time. In this model village, every moment would be strictly regulated, 
most importantly in the lives of the children. There would be no time wasted 
on play or fallow idleness. The natural world was far too confusing, so 'the child 
must never go out of doors or leave his own apartment' , which would itself be a 
completely controlled environment: 'plain grey walls with one or two vivid 
objects for sight & touch' . 6 Every moment would be spent on a taut time-table 
of work and moral improvement. The ideal man, he decided, to run this loony 
utopia was William Wordsworth; but his plans came to grief when he realised 
his chosen dictator thought his time excellently spent gazing at a fallen tree. 
Wordsworth was horrified at the idea, his revulsion contributing much to the 
genesis of The Prelude, in which he details the vital importance of apparently 
random stimulus to the growing mind. It is not coincidental that the most 
famous scion of the Wedgwood family is he who has made the mechanical 
model of man the cornerstone of modern thought: Charles Darwin. 

We may have avoided these disciplined utopias, but the imposition of artifi
cial time and the expunging of our connection with time as an organic, living 
force has been none the less total for the more insidious means by which it has 
arrived. In our electric cities, we scarcely notice nightfall as the light is turned 
on. In winter, the person who does not behave exactly as in the height of 
summer, but feels instead a natural desire to enter a state of semi-hibernation 
has something wrong with him: he 'suffers' from seasonal affective disorder. 
Each winter in Britain there is debate on whether the time natural to that place, 
as approximated by Greenwich Mean Time, should be abandoned in favour of 
Central European Time - that is, time as it is in Prague, a thousand miles to the 
east. The clock time of the hours of darkness under GMT is not convenient. 
Exactly why the British should live their lives according to the time in the 
Czech Republic is unclear - except that it favours commercial policy. The 
common-sense answer to the problem, which is that everyone should simply 
stay in bed longer on dark mornings, adapting themselves to the nature of time 
in that place, is never seriously raised. 

As we can see, the determining factor of an astrological hour is the position 
of the Sun. The hour is calculated as a fraction of the Sun's journey from one 
horizon to the other (rather than as a product of atomic decay, which is our 
current definition) and which particular hour it is - whether it is a Venus hour 
or a Mars hour, for example - is shown by the Sun's position relative to the 

(, Quoted in Stephen Gill, William Wordsworth, A Lifo, pp. 130-1, Oxford University Press, 1 <)<)0 
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1 1 I 1 LT, I h e  plal le l  I h . 1 1  1 \ , \ .\ rukr�h i p  over that particular section of the Sun's 
journey, is t i ll' ti l t e r  I h roug,h which the Sun's light is directed, the particular 
/Llgment of many-coloured glass staining the white radiance of eternity at that 
1 1a rricular moment. The stained glass of the great cathedrals of Europe 
l 'mbodies this notion. 

This idea has another manifestation, which makes the nature of the hour
rulers much clearer - and also shows more clearly how we have lost touch with 
I he true nature of time. An angel is, literally, a messenger: endless numbers of 
I hem speed and post o'er land and ocean on errands from God. They are, as we 
. I re, differentiated in their essence, and will be called into service accordingly. 
hJr an errand of mercy, Gabriel might be sent; on an errand of justice, Michael, 
,l I ld so on, the angel being the visible channel of the Will of God in the same 
way as the hour is the visible colouring of the white radiance of the Sun. It is, 
I ( J r  example, a particularly sad hour that Shelley summons from all years to 
1 I 1ourn Adonais. We find another expression of the same phenomenon in the 
( ;reek literature, where, for instance, Pallas Athena will appear to our hero and 
l el l  him a crafty ruse. Muslims, Christians and Jews might describe this as a visit 
(rom an angel on orders from God; translated into astrology, this becomes a 
Mercury contact. All carry the same message from the same Source. 

Angels, like hour-rulers, were once rather more familiar to man than they are 
IOday. There exists a vast literature of angelic appearances, which we now 
( hoose to regard only as fairy-story or, at best, symbolism. But we have no 
reason for disregarding it other than its not fitting our current preconceptions. 
When William Blake tells us he bumped into an angel on Peckham Rye, we are 
, Ih le to write this off as the testimony of an obvious loony because the scientists 
. I ssure us that such things cannot possibly happen. These are the same scientists 
who tell us that cows eat sheep; but it is Blake who is the loony. Evidence for 
. Ippearance of angels declined hand in hand with use of the natural astrological 
/ tours. Like the astrological hours, the angels are still there, but man has become 
I \ lore and more reluctant to notice them. In the seventeenth century, the 
,Istrologer William Lilly lamented that even then it was no longer easy to 
( ommunicate with angels, as they speak 'like the Irish, much in the throat'? We 
1 I 1 ight suspect that the problem is less with the angelic powers of enunciation 
I han with the growing hardness of our hearing. 

Clock-time, which was once a convenience, became a commercial necessity 
with the age of the factory. The natural rhythms of time, to which the human 
organism responds by its very nature, are not suited to the inexorable rhythms of 
I he machine. The owners of the factories found it expedient to override these 
l Iatural rhythms by imposing regular clock time on their employees.  The imposi
I ion of clock over natural time was done quite deliberately and, as historians have 

William f.illy :' f lis/my o{his f.ifi' find Fimes.from the yeflr 1602 to 1681, written by Himself, p. 199;  
1 0". 10" '7 1\ ,  repri l l i ed Ascel la ,  Ntl i l i l lgh:llll. n .d. 



documented,S  often,  w ith a surpris ing degree 01 Pl"ll l'p I I V ( , I \ ( "\\ ,  q u i l l'  
consciously as a means of breaking the will of  the work-h.lIH'. We \1  i l l  .\l'l' I "day 
the bizarre ritual of giving a clock to someone who retires - at t he wry l I loment 
when he no longer needs it, It is as if a freed slave were to be given his shackles as 
a souvenir. 

The astrological view of the world does not admit the possibility of random 

coincidence. It is, therefore, no coincidence that clock-time rose to dominance 

with the Reformation, or that clock-making was 'a typically Protestant 

industry' .9 The one thing as the other was a direct consequence of the loss of 

understanding of the concept of essence, that existence of the divine spark 

within creation which lies at the heart of the traditional view of the cosmos. 

Being born from this incomprehension, the clock spread its germs in its wake, 

like a traveller bearing a plague wherever he set foot. Where once we had our 

family angels, we now have a clock, and would find it a hard job indeed to 

convince a visiting alien that we do not worship it. The ubiquitous clock has 

enforced the tacit acceptance of an essence-free reality; yet this view is a lie, and 

true, traditional astrology is one of the few voices in the western world still able 

to speak the truth. 
Considering astrology as the study of the varying nature of time, we can 

better understand the absolute bafflement with which modern scientists regard 

it. By their lights, astrologers are studying something that simply does not exist, 

which is not the sanest of pursuits to which to devote one's energy, An under

standing of astrology, however, makes it plain that the preservation of what few 

vestiges of contact with true time we still have is a matter of the utmost urgency. 

We are like an endangered species of animals, becoming ever fewer in number 

as its environment is destroyed. As human beings - as distinct from mechanical 

creatures in human form - time is our environment. Allowing the building of a 

world of endless twenty-four hour shopping-malls imperils our very existence. 

8 See for example E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, passim; Gollancz, 

London, 1963; or his Customs in Common, chap. 6, Merlin, London, 1991 

9 Christopher Hill, Intellectual Origins of the English Revolution Revisited, p. 170, Oxford University 

Press, 1997 

5 

The Order of the Cosmos 

Astrologers work from a geocentric model of the universe; that is, one where the 
Sun still goes round the Earth. This is conventionally known as the Ptolemaic 
model of the universe, which in the realms of science has been superseded by 
what is conventionally known as the Copernican model, where (in broad terms) 
I he Earth goes round the Sun. There are a handful of eccentrics who have 
1 ; )l Iowed the scientists and practice a heliocentric astrology, but their influence 
I� as trivial as their thinking. This persistence in the use of the geocentric model, 
i I might be supposed - and often is so supposed by vociferous scientists who 
rcally ought to know better - proves that astrology is hopelessly outdated and 
nothing but empty superstition. Far from it. 

When I am explaining the structure of the geocentric, Ptolemaic universe ro 
l lasses of beginning students, there is always someone who raises the issue, "Yes, 
I his is all very well - but it's not real, is it?" on the assumption that the 
( :opernican model which we have all learned in school is real. This is a question 
whICh cuts to the very heart of astrology and exposes exactly what it is that 
" strologers are actually doing. 

We all know what is real. The desk at which I am writing this is real; the 
room i� which I sit; the keyboard on which I type; the fingers which are doing 
I he typmg: these are all real. Yet we live in perhaps the only culture in the 
h istory of the world that has ever had this particular idea of reality. Come back 
i ll a h,:ndred years time: the desk, the keyboard, the fingers, most probably the 
room Itself - none of these will exist. For most cultures through most of history 
I he idea that these things might be real would be utterly absurd: nothing that is 
\0 ephemeral could possibly be real; for something to be real it must be lasting 
l o r  at least something longer than the flicker of an eyelid which it takes for all I 
\ce around me to pass away. So the idea of what is and is not real is not quite as 
clear cut as it might seem. 

The geocentric universe pictures what is real; that is, what is true in the 
elernal world of the spirit. Yes, the Earth goes round the Sun in the purely 
material conception of reality, but this is neither here nor there. On a physical 
iL-vel, the popular substitution of the Copernican for the Ptolemaic universe 
replaced one more-or-Iess accurate model of what happens with another more
or- less accurate model of what happens; in purely practical terms this has made 
no t the s l ightest d i fference to anybody, except by allowing infinitesimally more 
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accl I rate pred ic t ions of  t h e  pos i t ions oj" t he p l anets,  an i I l I I ' I I II ' ( ' I I I< ' 1 1 1  l i t no 
interest to anyone without an extreme Virgo nature and Ell' too 1 1 1 1 1 < 1 1  l i l l I < '  on  
their hands. On the deeper and more relevant levels of sp i  ri t l la I I rut  h,  the 
substitution of the one for the other was the replacement of a model demon
strative of profound truths with a model demonstrative of trivia, a substitution 
which has had cataclysmic consequences for mankind. 

The ancient world was well aware of the heliocentric model; it existed side by 
side with the geocentric. As the focus of interest was not on this superficial 
material reality, little attention was paid to it. The geocentric model exactly 
pictured the spiritual truth of the structure of the universe and provided a 
perfectly adequate means of tracking its material phenomena, as exemplified by 
plotting the positions of the planets, The typical school history lesson tells us 
that the Ptolemaic model was hopelessly inadequate, so when Galileo publicised 
the heliocentric model its accuracy was greeted with gasps of admiration from 
across the civilized world. This is quite untrue. It was, in fact, some rwo hundred 
years before the Copernican system could plot planetary movement with the 
same degree of accuracy achieved by the Ptolemaic. Its adoption had little to do 
with scientific accuracy; a lot to do with the period of the Reformation and the 
changes it brought in political and religious belief. I This mirrored a huge and 
determined shift of interest from the spiritual to the material or, in philosophic 
terms, from the essential to the accidental. We might note in passing that the 
persistent use of a geocentric cosmos that proves the stubborn foolishness of 
astrologers is perfectly acceptable in other fields. As Kuhn explains: "Most 
handbooks of navigation or surveying open with some sentence like this: 'For 
present purposes we shall assume that the earth is a small stationary sphere whose 
center coincides with that of a much larger rotating stellar sphere."'2 The asylum 
in which astrologers are to be confined has some highly respectable inmates. 

The Geocentric Cosmos 

The exact mechanics by which the traditional model of the cosmos works has 
never been a matter of undisputed agreement. Within the basic framework, 
accounts of how the design can present the visible phenomena have varied; but 
this is a matter of technology and of trivial significance. All the apparatus of 
epicycles and deferents which adorned the most familiar example of the geocen
tric model were needed to save the phenomenon, to describe what could be 
seen, but were never of more than minor importance in astrology. They were, as 
it were, technical decorations to please minds attracted by that sort of thing. 
The important part was the basic structure. Or, to put it another way, the basic 
geocentric structure was the spiritual truth and in fact is as true today as it has 

1 See Thomas S. Kuhn, The Copernican Revolution, Harvard University Press, I957, for a detailed 

account of both the material structure of the Ptolemaic model and the history of the introduction of 

the Copernican system, 
2 ibid. p. 38 
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. I IW. IY,\ ht't' I I ;  I he 1 ('( 1 1 1 1 1 ( , 1 1  expl . l I l ; l l ions oj how t l t is s t ruct u re produced t h e  
\' i ,\ ihk p l t l'nOn ll'na Wl'l't' i l l  I hl' rl'a l l 1 1  of the  l 1 1at er i a l ,  and have been superseded 
hv I hl' he l ioce n t ric l 1 10dd ofthl' cosmos i n  common use today. 

' I  i'ad i t ional  descri ptions of the cosmos always start at the outside and work 
I l i wards, as if pee l i ng away layers from an onion, because the creation consists of 
,I ,\nies of concentric spheres created by God. The outermost of those with 
wlt ich we need concern ourselves here is the sphere of the zodiac. This sphere is 
I I  I t c rly  invisible, and carries no stars on it. What it does carry are the signs of the 
IOd i ac, which have no connection with the constellations that bear the same 
1 l . l l 11es. The scientists would have us believe that far back in the distant past, a 
1 1 . lrt icular ly imaginative cave-man, falling back exhausted after dragging his 
wi tl:  around by the hair, looked up at the sky. "My goodness," he exclaimed. 
" That group of stars up there looks just like a man pouring water from a jug 
which he is carrying on his shoulder." "I say!" cried all about him, "So it does. 
I l·t those stars be known as the water-bearer for ever after." And so taken were 
" I I I' a ncestors with this picture of a man pouring water from a jug held on his 
.. houlder that they spread the news of this discovery far and wide, and anyone 
who dared to suggest that those same stars looked like a bunch of carrots or a 
1 1 1 ;\ 1 1  riding a sabre-toothed tiger was ostracised until he realised the error of his 
W; IYS. When reading scientific claims like this, it can be difficult to remember 
I hat  it is astrologers who are very silly people. 

The truth, of course, was nothing of the sort. The signs of the zodiac are a 
d i v is ion of the zodiac into twelve equal sections. They are differentiated one 
I I< 1m another by the process of creation. The primal matter of the created 
, "';I1lOS is not itself manifest. It comes into manifestation as (what appear to us 
1 \ ) hot, cold, moist and dry. Onto these four possibilities fall the three modes of 
, Il'at ion: the out-going, which carries the initial impulse from the source into 
I l l l' creation; the expansive, which maintains and explores within the creation; 
, l I l d  the returning, which turns the impulse back towards its source. These three 
" , i nciples falling on the four qualities of hot, cold, moist and dry give (3 x4) 
I \wlve combinations. Each of these combinations has its own distinctive nature: 
I ( 1 1  cach an image was revealed which describes - one picture being better than a 
I housand words - that nature. These are the signs of the zodiac. 

( )nce the image mirroring the nature of each sign was known, a likely
I"oking bunch of stars that were in roughly the right place was joined together 
1 ( 1  give a picture of that image. Because, by the mercy and wisdom of God, the 
, Il'at ion  is congruent all the way down, there existed a likely-looking bunch of 
" \ ' I IS close enough to each of the required points of the zodiac, the apparently 
1 , Indom arrangement of which stars fitted the image which it was to portray. 
( : Iose enough, but not exactly at, for no material form can ever perfectly reflect 
I he essence, and zodiac sign to constellation is as essence to material form. You 
w i l l  read aga in  and again in books of both astrology and astronomy that there 
IV,IS once a t ime a t  wh ich the signs of the zodiac and the constellations which 
.. h.l ll' t he i r  names coi ncided. Th is is  not true. 
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the  Spri ng Equ i nox,  the i m age of the in itial creative i l1 1 pl l l.sl' 1 1 0 1 1 1  l h l' ( l i v i l le .  
This is called 0 degrees of Aries. Everything in the zodiac is measurnl l ro l l l  ( Iere, 
just as all longitude on Earth is measured from Greenwich. When the Sun 
reaches this point each year, day and night are of equal length with the days 
increasing and thus the year starts. Once, some 2000 years ago, the Sun 
appeared to enter the astronomical constellation of Aries on this same day. But 
this does not mean that the constellations and the zodiac signs were all neatly 
aligned: they were not. The signs of the zodiac are, by definition, equal 
segments of 30 degrees each; the constellations, being merely the material form 
of these signs, fail to live up to the masterplan. They are a mess, though they do 
lie across the Sun's path through the sky: the line of the ecliptic. Some of these 
constellations, like Leo, are huge, stretching far across the sky. Some, like Aries 
itself, are small and quite insignificant, having no really bright stars. They are 
not separated by strict boundaries, but overlap: most of Aquarius, for instance, 
lies above rather than behind Capricorn. Bits of other constellations, like the 
notorious 'thirteenth sign' of Ophiuchus, intrude into the procession. So, 
although the point of the Sun's entry into the constellation of Aries once 
happened at astrological 0 degrees of Aries, nowhere else did the Divine Plan 
imaged in the zodiac match its material form. The constellations are the first 
mirror of ourselves, forever falling short of their inherent possibilities, but still 
linked to those possibilities as shown by their sharing the same name. 

The idea of name is an important one to understand: our modern concep
tion, which is quite wrong, is that name is an optional label which can be stuck 
onto something as we will. The tradition tells us, however, that it is far more 
important than that: name is mysteriously one with the named, at least in 
sacred languages. It is not an arbitrary compound of sounds applied by coinci
dence. Hence the importance given to the Name of God in the scriptures. Our 
given name often mysteriously captures our essence or potential; our surname 
describes our material form or social function (Long, Whitehead, Butcher, 
Baker) . By taking a saint's name at, for instance, confirmation we share in the 
essence of that saint. So the fact that the name of the constellation (Aries, 
Taurus, Gemini) - which names were inspired, as were their symbols - is that of 
the zodiac sign is of great significance. 

The constellations of Aries, Taurus and the rest, together with all the other 
stars in the sky, are carried on the next sphere within the sphere of the zodiac -
the next layer of the onion. This sphere, the sphere o/the fixed stars, moves, albeit 
slowly, relative to the sphere of the zodiac, producing the phenomenon of the 
precession of the equinoxes. That is, the Spring Equinox no longer takes place 
when the Sun enters the visible constellation of Aries, but moves backwards and 
is presently near the beginning of Pisces, almost a whole sign away. Again, the 
modern text-books get it completely wrong, saying that the equinox moves 
through the constellations. It doesn't: the constellations move relative to the 
equinox. This is an important distinction, even though the material result is the 
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TI1l' movel1 1l' n l s  whid
'
i aSl rology measures and by which i t  works began, the 

I rad i t ioll tel ls us, o n l y  w i t h  the hll. Before that, there existed a perpetual 
Spri ng, but a Spring in which all trees and plants brought forth both fruit and 
l I ( lwers, for the seasons (and with them the inevitability of death) did not yet 
exist .  Milton, working from a sound knowledge of both astrology and theolog
ica l  tradition, describes the process in Paradise Lost. As soon as Adam and Eve 
taste the apple, God orders his angels to rearrange the cosmos, first pushing the 
Sun into its elliptical motion, so Earth feels for the first time 'cold and heat 
scarce tolerable' as it travels 

from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the south to bring 
Solstitial summer's heat, 

I hen setting the planets in motion: 

to the blank moon 
Her office they prescribed, to th' other five 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite 
Of noxious efficacy, 

, l Ild teaching the fixed stars 'their influence malignant when to shower.'3 

These changes in the heavens produced - as man did not fall alone, but took 
I he whole cosmos with him - all the unpleasantness that had been absent from 
( ':den: contention, beast ravening on beast, tumult, illness, fear and pain. The 
l'ssential nature of the cosmos is as a series of spheres; the material form has the 
Sun moving in an ellipse. It is this difference - the movement away from the 
perfectly spherical - that gives us the precession of the equinoxes. The difference 
hetween essence and form is shown clearly in the story: from being happily at one 
with God, as soon as they are fallen, Adam and Eve realise their material nature 
, l Ild are suitably horrified and ashamed at its shortcomings. We see here the differ
l ' l 1ce between the zodiacal signs and the constellations that share their names. 

The sphere of the fixed stars is the limit of visibility in the cosmos. The 
"phere of the zodiac and those spheres beyond that, which are of metaphysical 
i mportance but of no immediate, practical relevance to our astrology, have no 
material form in any sense tangible to us. So the fixed stars are the closest things 
I hat  we can actually see to the Divine. As we might then expect, they are of 
particular astrological significance at the major turning points of life, especially 
I he entering and leaving of it. 

The zodiac, then, reflects the three modes of creation - the 'out-going', 
l h e  'expansive' and the 'returning' - working through the four fundamental 

\ 11001< x, I I .  (,\0-(,0 
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d ist inct ions i n  which tht: primt: mattn manifests: hot ,  cold ,  1 l 10 i.\1 , 1 1 1 . 1  dry. Wt: 
are still speaking here at a level far beyond anything tangibl t: to h U l l Ia l l k i nd . 
This combination of the 3X4 is, as it were, the blueprint for Creation. It is more 
manifest than the initial creative impulse within the Divine, but its relationship 
with our daily perception of reality is not dissimilar to that between architect's 
plan and house: the plan most definitely exists, but you cannot live in it. 

Hot, cold, moist and dry are principles that are not in themselves capable of 
entering manifestation. To do this, they combine into the four elements of 
traditional science: fire (hot and dry) , air (hot and moist), earth (cold and dry) 
and water (cold and moist) . These are still far different from those substances of 
the same names with which we are familiar, or even from the physical states of 
solid, liquid, gas and energy to which earth, water, air and fire loosely corre
spond; but we are beginning to approach the tangible. The element fire is, as it 
were, 'essence of fire' ; water, 'essence of water'; earth, 'essence of earth'; and air, 
'essence of air'. These material forms, however, point us in the direction of 
understanding the elements. The blueprint is drawn in the fieriness of fire, the 
wateriness of water, the earthiness of earth and the airiness of air. 

The modes of creation work through these elements as cardinal (out-going) , 
fixed (expansive) and mutable (returning) . This gives us our twelve signs, one 
cardinal, one fixed and one mutable in each of the four elements: Aries being 
cardinal fire, Taurus fixed earth, and so on. This is out blueprint, our potential 
for creation. But to continue with our building metaphor, the blueprint exists all 
at once: it cannot be manifested all at once. If we wish to build a house from 
plans, we must take one step at a time: we cannot build the roof at the same time 
as we are digging the foundations. So to enter into manifestation, the same 
principles of 3 and 4 must exist in extension (3+4) as well as at once (the 
'blueprint' form of 3 x 4) .  The 3+4 gives us the seven planets of the traditional 
cosmos, realising the possibilities of Creation in extension. This can take place 
only through the medium of time, which fact brings us back to what we are 
studying: the gradual realisation of the possibilities of the Creation through the 
medium of time, as shown by the changing positions of the planets relative both 
to each other and to the original blueprint as indicated by the signs of the zodiac. 

The outermost of the planetary spheres lies immediately within that of the fixed 
stars. This is the sphere of Saturn, and it carries something of the same meaning 
as the sphere of the stars, as the gateway to and from the Divine. But whereas 
the fixed stars are activated only every now and again in each of our horoscopes, 
Saturn is operative all the time. It is the planet of justice (hence its exaltation in 
the sign of the balance, Libra), and as such it is not popular. For our modern, 
sentimental idea of divine justice - a belief that everything will sort itself out in 
the end, no matter how we live - is not at all the justice on which the cosmos is 
built: the inexorable truth that if we identify ourselves with essence we will live 
with essence, while if we identify ourselves with the material we will die with 
the material. Saturn is the gateway to the divine, but it is a strait gate and 
narrow is the way that leads through it. 
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Modcm u d l l m' i .\ \l l o l Igly a l l t i -sat u rn ian .  As such ,  t h t: mani festations of 
Sa t u rn  ,Ire w h i tcoowa,\hnl out  of t:xistence. Saturn rules death: death happens 
( l i l ly i n  h idden,  St:Cfct plact:s. It rules age: our dreadful ideal is to live in a 
Ill'rpt:tua l  adolescence. It rules values: but there are no values in today's world. It 
ru les sacrifice: but even the path to God is now one of indulgence - Heaven 
l i l l·bid that we might actually have to alter our behaviour in some way to reach 
I l im. Saturn rules agriculture: where we reap exactly what we sow. It is time, by 
which our tangible experience is bounded, but which is also our gateway to 
( ;od. It is wisdom; but wisdom, people now like to believe, is packaged and sold 
.\ugar-coated in the bookshops. 

Saturn is known as the Great Malefic, a term with which modern astrologers 
l i nd fault. Contemporary man is so much more sophisticated than his forbears 
I hat these terms of malefic and benefic no longer apply to us, they say. It is 
l la ttering to be told that I am more sophisticated than Shakespeare, but I am 
Ilot quite vain enough to believe it. The tradition in astrology deals in malefics 
. l I ld benefics. The greater and lesser malefics, Saturn and Mars, are not nice. 
I 'heir actions in our lives are often things we would much rather not encounter. 
I 'he greater and lesser benefics, Jupiter and Venus respectively, are far more 
' i lser-friendly', promising an existence of sugar and spice and all things nice. 
l ; iven the choice, we opt naturally for them. 

Another aspect of our modern sophistication, the contemporary astrologers 
I l· 1 I us, is that we now have such rich inner lives that it is impossible to judge 
lrom an astrological chart whether any event will happen in the world or just 
I l ls ide our heads. Pre-Twentieth Century man reflected on nothing but his 
l .klUgh and the back of the horse that was pulling it. Poor fellow. We might 
I , I ther suspect that the necessity of inventing a box to live our inner lives for us 
,hows a vast internal void in modern man that his ancestors never experienced. 

jupiter, the great benefic, is a much more popular fellow than his dour 
l ompeer Saturn. Jupiter's is the next concentric sphere on our journey inwards. 
I 'he jolliness of his nature is too much stressed today, for he is more than just 
I he planet of parties and ice-cream. The word 'jovial' , derived from the Latin 
name of the planet, has become progressively trivialised in our language until it 
describes just someone who has been at the sherry. True, a common manifesta
I ion of Jupiter's expansive nature involves unbuckling one's belt, but his real 
luture is as a spiritual guide, and in this he does not work alone, but hand in 
h; l I ld with Saturn. They are the carrot and the stick, 'Thy rod and Thy staff' 
which comfort me though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. 
S;l tUfl1 is the rod, that beats me onto the straight path; Jupiter the staff that 
I 'u l l s  me out of the thorns. They are expansion and contraction, mercy and 
j l lstice. We like mercy - or at least, we think we do: we like it until it is shown to 
I hc man who has wronged us. 

A second related pair of planets holds the spheres on either side of that of the 
S I I I I .  These are Mflrs, embodiment of force, and Venus, embodiment of concilia
I iO I l .  I f all werc fu nction ing as it sho u l d ,  Mars would be the ardour that takes us 
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to Cod , Venus t he des i re ftlr reconci l ia t ion that fUl'ls t hai  ;l I do l l l :  , I '  \ I I <  i i ,  t l lt'y 
are two different sides of the same principle. But all is not fl l l l l l io l l i Ilg , I S  i t 
should. Mars is the faculty of volition in its dynamic mode; but u n bs t h i s  will 
is rightly guided, Mars becomes a nuisance, especially if it is other people's 
manifestations of it with which we come into contact. Venus, too, although 
usually rather more pleasurable and hence a popular little planet, is no less 
disruptive if it is not rightly directed. 

The power of Venus is today greatly under-rated. She is, after the Sun and 
Moon, by far the brightest object in the sky, the only object other than the 
luminaries capable of casting a shadow. If we reRect for a moment on the inRu
ence of the advertising industry, we begin to see something of her power, for not 
only the pretty face that is used to sell us something, but almost every motive 
that is played upon is Venusian. In practical terms, she is just as much a malefic 
as Mars, leading us far from our true path. Our present age is totally under her 
sway; even in things of the spirit, we spurn the Saturnian sense of sacrifice or 
even the martial ardour that will transform itself to win its goal (just as an 
amorous teenager will change all his interests at his sweetheart's behest), waging 
Holy War within itself, and expect instead a religion to accommodate our 
peccadilloes, promising us Heaven without leaving our armchair. The common 
antidote to too much Venus in society is a burst of fundamentalism, with ill
guided Mars trampling all its path. Without the right guidance that is pictured 
by the sphere of the Sun lying between them, each of these twin planets can be 
as dangerous as the other, our common problem being a reluctance to apply 
them within ourselves, to fight the internal jihad and seek conciliation with 
what is good within ourselves, it being the easier course to turn them outwards, 
fighting and lusting after others. 

Within the sphere of Venus lies that of Mercury, planet of reason. During the 
French Revolution, high-point of the so-called Enlightenment under which we 
now live, the goddess Reason was ceremonially enthroned as the supreme deity. 
It was not, of course, the goddess herself, but an actress; so the reason which 
claims to rule our lives is itself but a mockery of what reason truly is. At no 
point in recorded history has the quality of reasoned thought been lower, 
despite the morass of words all around us, a fact which has more than a little to 
do with the widespread incomprehension of astrology. In our coincidence-free 
astrological cosmos, we must note that the mercurial breakthrough of the 
printing-press occurred together with the Reformation, on whose effects we 
have already remarked. All the planets are dependent upon right guidance; 
which is why we find the Sun holding the central sphere. 

The innermost sphere is that of the Moon. Everything above this level is held 
to be unchanging; below this is the sublunar world, 'the world of generation and 
corruption' where things come into being and pass away, the world where we 
live. The histories tell that a major impetus to the abandonment of this spiritual 
model of the cosmos was the sighting of a nova, known as 'Tycho's star' after the 
astronomer Tycho Brahe who was one of the first to comment on i t ,  which 
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, 1 t ;l I l lTl'l1 nLI I l\  i I l I lS IOI I .' . lbOI I l  t l te I I l lchal lgeab i l i ty of thl' supralunar worlds. It  
wa,s evidel l t  t hat  I h i ,s nova was happen ing far beyond the sphere of the Moon, so 
I h i l lgs at that Icvel i l lus t  bl' changeable after all. If even the spheres can change, 
I hl' grad llal log ic ran, nothing is certain in our universe. This resulted in a 
gCllnal lessening of faith; but its cause was not as the histories tell us. The 
problem was not that the nova indicated change in the spheres, but that this was 
r" garded as significant. Tycho's star was not the first nova that had ever been 
Sl'l'n ,  and previous ones had not somehow managed to keep their supralunar 
nature hidden from prying eyes. In the past, it was accepted that what was 
i l l lportant was the essential model, the idea of the thing; if the material form had 
i t s  quirks that failed to agree with it, this was just a reRection of the fallen nature 
( )f the cosmos, of the inevitable differences between material and essential. By 
1 572, when the nova became visible, man had so greatly identified himself with 
I he material that he judged the material to be of greater significance: if the 
l'ssence failed to fit with the material form, the essence was wrong. It is as if the 
priest were to sneeze during the ritual, and the human frailty of the sneeze were 
1 0  be accorded more importance than the spiritual reality of the ritual. This gave 
, I  major impetus to the abandonment of the spiritually correct model in favour of 
i l s  material brother. Man was remaking the cosmos in his own fallen image: 
where Copernicus trod, Ronald MacDonald was not far behind. 

In this account, we have skipped lightly past the sphere of the Sun, to which 
we shall now return. It can seem odd that what is proclaimed as the spiritual 
I l lodel of the cosmos is in fact centred on the Earth - or, more precisely, on 
I l lankind. Surely our current, heliocentric model, centred on the Sun, the image 
of the Godhead, must be the spiritually correct one? From our rather partial 
l I lodern point of view, perhaps; but this is not to be relied upon. The position 
of the Sun in the geocentric model clarifies this confusion. 

The Sun is the image not of God, but of the manifestation of God in the 
l i n  iverse. In the manifested spheres of the cosmos, that of the Sun holds central 
p lace. It is also true to say that the Earth is central, but in a different (more 
l I laterial) manner of speaking. The Sun is, we might say, the essence of this 
l I lodel; it is its central heart. If we consider the manifest spheres in order, with * 
i ndicating the sphere of the fixed stars and ill the Earth, we find the Sun in the 
( cntre. 

* (:) 
I f we take the spheres of the planets in order on either side of the Sun, folding, 
,IS i t were, the cosmos around this central point, we find the following pattern: 
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Th is is rhl' patrl'rIl of rhl' rukrs h i ps of rhl' /,od iacal sigm: l i l l' \ I ! ,.m I t i l l'll hy 
Mars (Aries and Scorpio) are opposite those ruled by Ven us (L ihra . l l ld Li l l i  liS) , 
as are the signs ruled by Jupiter (Sagittarius and Pisces) and Mercury (Cemini 
and Virgo) and Saturn (Capricorn) and the Moon (Cancer) , We see here a 
different pairing of planets to that discussed above, Saturn as ruler of Aquarius 
rounds off the pattern, opposing Leo, the sign of the Sun. Aquarius is the 
symbol of man, the most humane of the signs, and we find here again the 
polarity of human and divine, Sun and Saturn are each of them the planets 
closest to God: Saturn as the outermost sphere is closest in an almost geograph
ical sense, insofar as we can talk of being geographically close to God (spiritual 
geography being a less materially-bound science than its earthly cousin); the 
Sun as the essence of the system is by its nature the image of the divine manifes
tation. 

We can also complete the pattern by adding the two outermost of the 
manifested spheres: 

d 
4-
-, 
* 

This points the balance between man and the fixed stars, the creation of both of 
these embodying the principles of plenitude and yet of similarity, there being, it 
is held, a star for each one of us. The stars are as the angels, or as the Names of 
God, of which there are any number. The planets, being just 'wandering stars' 
are of their nature, being those of their number that move, or are in action: 
these are the ones that 'speed and post o'er land and ocean' while the others 
serve by standing and waiting; the planets thus are those qualities of the Divine 
manifestation which are most strongly potentialised. Thus, while the Divine 
qualities are infinite, for the purposes of the creation there is a twelve-fold 
potentiality manifested from among this infinitude (as shown by the twelve 
zodiacal signs from among the whole number of stars) and on this twelve-fold 
potentiality is woven a seven-fold actuality (as shown by the seven planets) that 
displays the web of the creation. 

This model, with its interweaving patterns of truth of which we have barely 
scratched the surface, was carelessly jettisoned in favour of a strictly one-dimen
sional model which fitted man's new obsession with the material world, 
showing truth solely in material terms. To be blunt, yes, the Earth goes round 
the Sun - but so what? It makes not a jot of difference to any one of us. As is 
plainly apparent if we but look outdoors, the Sun goes round the Earth, and 
that is what is important. 

The fashion for thinking of the cosmos in only heliocentric terms had far
reaching consequences. An awareness of these consequences and of rheir 

1 1 1 " V i l ;l h i l i I Y  W.I ,' w l l . 1 I  P I ( ) I I ' I l I l'll I hl' ( :hurdl 10 suggl'st to t h l' propagators of 
i 1 l i " I l l'W 1:lsh iol l  l iu t  I hey eXLTc isl' soml' ci rcu mspl'crion before opening rheir 
I l lou ths .  Wl' have hl'l' 1 l  r aughr rhar rhe cardinals were the Bad Guys trying to 
, I  i l k  r ill' hen)l's of free rhought; this is a somewhat partial point of view, argued 
hy r hose who benefit - or think they benefit - from the decay which this free 
I hought impelled. It is possible that a world in which our greatest concern is to 
I l lake ourselves appear sexy by drinking a different brand of cola is superior to 
I he ordered world of pre-Renaissance thought, structured to facilitate the 
. 'lcomplishment of man's spiritual duties, but this superiority is by no means as 
' 1 l lljuestionable as those who profit from this view would have us believe. While 
( d i leo and his peers acted in good faith, they acted also with a total lack of 
l orl'sight, displaying not only an absence of awareness but also a complete 
. Ihsence of concern for the consequences of their statements - in which they 
,how a paternal resemblance to our contemporary scientists who cut and botch 
. l I1d clone, intoxicated by their own cleverness, with a brazen unconcern for the 
I. l ng-term result. 

The over-riding significance of the switch from geocentric to heliocentric 
world-view was the change in value from spiritual to material of which, as we 
l lave seen, it was both consequence and cause. It might perhaps have been 
I heoretically possible to retain a balance between the spiritual and material 
view, stating the material and utilising it for technological convenience, but this 
possibility existed only at a theoretical level: as Adam first proved and our 
l Il'wspaper and television proprietors well know, offer Man a baser choice and 
I l l' will gladly take it. Weighted by greed and lust for innovation, the scale 
I l l ummeted in favour of the material choice. Our scientists point to their proud 
, echnological achievements as evidence that their view is correct; but how 
, orrect their view of the cosmos might be has not the slightest relevance to the 
, orrectness or incorrectness of any other view. We might liken the cosmos to a 
hook. We can use it as a step to increase our height, so we can achieve the 
I " chnological feat of reaching that packet of biscuits on the top shelf; we can 
" pen it up to make a tunnel through which we can run our model train; yet for 
. . 1 1  rhese wonders, the supreme truth is found only when we read what is inside 
I I .  Science has forgotten that there are words to read within the cosmos. The 
h,· l iocentric model was developed by a series of scientists who dropped their 
, ' Y l'S from the divine to the material. . 

The most significant particular change with the adoption of the 'new' view of 
i l i L' cosmos was not the whereabouts of the Sun, but the belief in an infinite 
I I l l iverse that follows from this model. It was forgotten that Man is a unique 
, rl'arion; it was immediately thought that there might be myriads of other 
I ,arrhs scattered through the endless depth of space. Man was evicted even from 
I h i s  substitute Eden into which he had wandered in exile from the first. With 
I hl' poss ib i l i ry of infinite, equally significant, worlds, all sense of value was 
doomed, wirh rhe inevi tabk results amid which we live. 

( ;od roo, from enfold i ng rhl' cosmos, has been pushed out to some infinite 



distancL:, whL:re He was soon tllrgonen .  The Sun,  symhol of 1 1 1 \ 1 1 1 . 1  I I  I I  < "\\ ' I I  ion , 
was made central, but no longer central to the cosmos, only t o  O I i C  l i t tle, 
obscure corner of it. Although our immediate perception tells us othl"l"wise, we 
are assured by the scientists that there are far bigger and brighter stars than our 
Sun: bigger and better gods. Even in spiritual terms we see the consequence of 
this: every far-off faith is more attractive than that to which we are born, as if we 
have the choice of being warmed by suns other than our own. 

6 

The Outer Planets and 
the Asteroids 

l 'hL: idea of the plurality of worlds implicit in the new, heliocentric model of the 
, ( ISmos proved hopelessly confusing for man. Man was faced, however, not just 
lV i rh infinite numbers of suns beyond our own petty system, but extra objects 
lV i r h i n  it, for among the first things Galileo saw through his telescope were the 
1 0 m  brightest moons ofJupiter. The first of the new planets, Uranus, was 
( I  iscovered in 1781. Some of the more fanciful astrological writers claim that the 
. l I l cient Chaldeans knew of it, as at magnitude 6 it is just on the threshold of 
1 I .l ked-eye visibility. Believe this and you will believe absolutely anything. John 
l ' l amsteed, the Astronomer Royal who founded the Greenwich Observatory, 
I lacked it and designated it as a star in the constellation of Taurus - 34 Tauri 
I l ld there is no evidence that it was ever regarded otherwise. As the Chaldeans 

"" ·l·rn carelessly to have omitted to leave any record of their knowledge of 
l i lanus, the reasons for ascribing such knowledge to them are rather harder to 
'IT rhan the planet itself. 

Neptune was spotted in 1846, followed in 1930 by Pluto. Thousands of other 
hodies are now known, including asteroids by the bucket-full and strange objects 
I i kL: Chiron, whose astronomical designation changes with the breeze. As if this 
Wl"I"C not quite enough, modern astrologers insist on inventing more, some 
which are completely hypothetical, and some which they claim to have located 
I l I l r  which cannot yet be seen, as mankind has not quite reached that stage of 
,pi ritual evolution. The ability to determine the existence and position of these 
I Hl t-yet-sighted planets does of course show that those who do so are in the very 
\·.l Ilguard of mankind's spiritual advancement (never mind the question of why 
I hen they have not found something better to do). Strangely enough, the aware
l Iess of all these additional bodies has not provided the slightest increase in 
. I ( cmacy of astrological judgement; indeed, the more of these bodies astrologers 
I ISl' i n  their work, the further removed from any verifiable reality their work 
1 (' l Ids to be. The general principle behind these innovations seems to be: "I can't 
I ll" bothered to study the traditional method sufficiently deeply to achieve any 
. I ' l uracy w i th i r ,  so J wi l l invent a new system of my own." 

( )ncl" t ill: astronOIl1L:rs d iscovered the new planets, forward-thinking 
. , \ I rologers, lack ing  I he ab i l i ry ro lcavL: well alone, felt  the need to incorporate 
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them in their work, doubtless fearing lest they be le f t  heh i l ld ! ' \' Il Imkrn 
progress in the sciences. To do this, they faced the problem of fi nd i l lg a role t()r 
them. This was not easy: the system with which the tradition had worked was 
self-contained and exclusive; everything was in there somewhere; there were no 
omissions waiting for a new discovery to look after them, Most importantly, the 
system represents truth, the real cosmological order. But modern astrologers, 
who had not sufficiently studied the traditional model to be aware of its signifi
cance, took pity on these new arrivals, who had no sign to rule, Most of the 
traditional planets had two signs: this was most unfair, and so - democracy 
being the watchword of the age - our new planets had just as much right to a 
sign as their elders. It was then decided that Uranus should rule Aquarius, 
Neptune Pisces and Pluto Scorpio, As, however, Mick Jagger can own more 
than one house, it is hard to understand why Jupiter and Saturn, who are 
probably of greater significance in the cosmic order, should be barred from 
doing the same, 

The need to incorporate these new planets into the system is itself erroneous, 
and betrays an ignorance of that system. The workings of the traditional system 
are based on light and the providential appearance of the Heavens to the naked 
eye: a planet with no light has no power, hence the weakness of whichever of the 
luminaries is darkened at an eclipse, The new planets and other miscellaneous 
objects have no appreciable light. They cannot be seen from Earth without artifi
cial aid, Some of them cannot be seen from Earth with artificial aid, Light is the 
visible manifestation of truth, the substance of creation, These objects lack it, 
and are irrelevant to us, Of course, they are "there"; but they are there in the 
same way that ultraviolet and infrared wavelengths of light are "there" . These 
extremes of the spectrum exist and with artificial aid can be made visible to the 
human eye; but they are irrelevant to us, So too are Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, 

These outer planets have captured the imagination of the astrological world. 
Astrological circles resound to the desperate striving for kudos as each astrologer 
trumps the next with tales of the dire placement of the ourer planets in their 
birth-chart, or of the degree of havoc that they can expect from the forthcoming 
transit of whichever of them strikes him as the most dramatic. Not even an 
awkwardly placed Saturn carries the astrological glamour of a natal ourer-planet 
square. It stamps its victim as a man set apart from his fellows, an ubermensch, 
destined to wrestle brigands on the alpine precipices of the heart, These outer 
planets are figures of romance. The great delight taken in contemplating their 
obscure movements has one simple cause: we have framed the supposed 
meanings of these bodies in our own image; but not just the tawdry, day-to-day 
image which we much prefer not to see: this is a picture of dark and seductive 
passion, the elemental and brooding Heathcliff nature in which, as we plod 
through our dreary daily round, we like to think we share. This picture is woven 
of several different strands, 

As the traditional system, so redolent with truth, has been forgotten, the 
modern astrologer must make up some new kind of 'truth' to explai n  t h e  signif-

I I I  I " I '  I I I l  1 ' 1 ,\  N I I \ ,\  N I )  I I I I ' A \ I I ' l l " I 1 ) \  ( ' )  

i l a l l l l' oj ' t i ll' Oi l l n  pl . l I ll ' t \ .  ! 'hey arl', Wl' a rc to ld ,  t h e  h igher octaves of the seven 
I rad i i ional planels ,  ; 1 I 1d  h ave beco ll1e v is ib le to us and relevant in our lives 
hecal lse of our increasi ng spiritual awareness. The fact that all these new planets 
\l'l' ll l  to be more or less malefic is explained by the inability of stubborn 
mortality to cope with their higher vibrations, The arrogance of the idea that 
mankind is now more sophisticated than it was in the benighted past, before 
I hese planets were discovered, and is only now able to experience new orders of 
emotion, thought and spirituality beggars belief; its arrogance is matched only 
by the blindness that could think for one moment that this age is more spiritu
a l l y  advanced than those which have gone before, The only thing less spiritually 
;Idvanced than this age is Hell itself, and that sometimes seems a close-run 
Ihing. This view proves nothing but the truth of the adage that "Whom the 
gods would destroy, they first make mad." It is notable that this touching belief 
in human progress is shared with the scientists, who also see the last three 
h undred years as a dizzying ascent from utter darkness towards enlightenment, 
' ! 'his is completely contrary to the teachings of all the revealed faiths, and fails 
10 pass a moment's inspection at the hands of common-sense. 

Complementary to this is the idea that these new planets rule things which 
had no existence before their discovery, So Uranus rules television and 
computers, It requires the splitting of the finest of hairs to claim that these 
I h ings are essentially different from anything that existed before: both of these 
l'xamples would be ascribed to Mercury in the traditional model, in his capacity 
, I S  ruler of communication and calculation, What else a television or computer 
might be other than a box for performing these functions is not clear. Uranus is 
, l I so held to rule divorce. We must assume, then, that the scriptural references to 
divorce were written only with the last two centuries in mind; the marital 
I )roblems of Henry VIn are just a myth, and Milton's tract on divorce is a 
V ictorian forgery. 

The two favourite approaches to the problem of ascribing meaning to our 
m'w playfellows have utilised myth and history. It must be noted that a 
I , rofound ignorance of both subjects has been consistently found more useful 
I han any evident knowledge. The mythological approach begins with the name 
!� iven to the newly found body by astronomers. The planet is invited into the 
I onsulting-room, laid down on the couch and asked to reveal whatever is going 
I h rough its head; the results of which interrogation are then passed through the 
! iqu idiser of Jungian thought, reducing the doubtful connections between 
p lanet and myth to yet more tenuous levels of credibility by throwing out any 
, I\pect of the myth that fails to conform to the niceties of western middle-class 
l ' \  istence. It is hardly necessary to say that only those parts of the myth that 
\ l lpport the presuppositions of what the planet ought to be like are taken into 
, I l Ulunt. About the Roman god Neptune, for example, little is known; in the 
I lassical world he became identified with the Greek Poseidon, god of the sea. 
! l l l t  Poseidon was also god of earthquakes, which the moderns have given not to 
Nepl une,  but  to Uranus (in trad itional astrology, like so much of what is now 
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considered Uran ian ,  they came u nder Mercury) - and hOl�t' ... , W h l l  I i  . 1 1 l' . Ippar
ently not interesting enough to be given to any outer p lan l't . T h i  ... p."y, ho
mythical approach, reducing everything to the petty concerns of the 
twentieth-century bourgeoisie, has as its prime result the implicit assertion that 
the astrologer's own psychological shortcomings are an ideal to which we should 
all aspire. We must not wonder whether this is indeed so, and why, if the planet 
has existed since time immemorial, and will continue to exist for millennia yet 
to come, our contemporary small concerns are wide enough to span its 
meanmg. 

Nor must we wonder what this mythological approach might have dreamed 
up had either of the early names for Uranus stuck. George's Star would presum
ably have identified it with kings, as it would have been the only planet actually 
named after one, as well as agriculture, the farmer king's great interest, and 
insanity. It has kept a reputation for eccentricity, but this is not through associa
tion with a king who spent his time talking to trees, but through the eccen
tricity of its axis and orbit. Its orbital behaviour, however, is quite staid 
compared to that of Pluto - who has, we are told, nothing to do with eccen
tricity. From Herschel it might have developed an association with people who 
take all the credit for their womenfolk's work; but this would not have fitted our 
politically correct cosmos at all. 

Having exhausted the possibilities of myth, the astrologer shakes his reader 
awake and turns to history, adopting a particularly bizarre method which 
consists of taking the date at which the planet was discovered and applying a 
knowledge of history learned from a children's history book with most of the 
pages missing to give salient events which are held to describe the nature of that 
planet. This history completely omits any reference to that vast majority of 
humanity careless enough to live outside Europe and America, whose l ives are 
obviously of no concern to these new planets. From the late twentieth century, 
our noses still pressed hard against them, the chosen events seem like landmarks 
in the progress of the (western) world. We must wonder how significant they 
will appear to the historian in the distant future, and how many more planets 
will have to be discovered to account for all the events of similar magnitude that 
are yet to come. Astrology C.2, 500 AD is going to be a complicated business. We 
may also remark on the rather partial interpretation of exactly which events are 
of major significance: any that fit the writer's preconceptions, it seems. We 
might justly ask why the French Revolution was worthy of a new planet while 
the births of the founders of all the great religions and the rise and fall of all the 
world's empires apparently passed without one. 

We shall deal in some detail with the example of Neptune in a moment; let 
us for now glance briefly at that strange object, Chiron. Astronomical opinion 
on exactly what Chiron is changes every few months. Despite its utter insignifi
cance, it fascinates those astrologers who have decided that they are spiritually 
evolved. On its discovery, in 1977, it was hijacked by a vociferous minority of 
astrologers who regard themselves as healers. Their wishful belil'f is that 
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1 1 I ;l n k i n d  is 0 1 1  t i l l' V l ' , !�" 01 ,I go ldl' n nl'W agl' where each w i l l  heal h is fel low. 
f l av ing  bl'l'n d isll)wrnl . l t  t i l l' dawn of th is  new age, Chiron must be the planet 
of ' t hl' healer; a n d  as Wl' havl' a l l  h ad such dreadful childhoods, he is a wounded 
h l'aler - the best sort, apparently. 

A moment's reflection on even just our circumscribed western view of history 
, asts doubt on this theory, Far more prominent at the time of Chiron's 
d iscovery than the dawning of a new age of healing was the rise of the yuppie, 
I he materialist player of the markets, who produces nothing and makes himself 
rich.  Yet the book that explains Chiron as a stockbroker, wounded or otherwise, 
1m yet to be published, Approaching the same problem from the other end, a 
'>l'cond moment's reflection reminds us that healing (literally 'making whole') 
has been going on for centuries within the established religions. The Christian 
Mass, for example, is a highly effective ritual of healing for both the individual 
, l I ld the community: "Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and I shall be healed". The word in question being the Word made Flesh, 
wh ich the communicant is about to receive in the host. That the focus of 
healing has moved from the church to the bookshop does not necessarily make 
I h is healing either more widespread or more efficacious. 

Thus the main role of the outer planets and their asteroid cohorts is to fuel 
I he contemporary obsession with titillation. The basis of all the approaches to 
, omprehending their supposed meanings is the belief that these planets, rather 
I han  being merely newly discovered, are in fact man-made objects, which we 
, an fashion to out whim. Hard evidence for this is lacking. As we have shaped 
I hese planets ourselves, we have ensured that they all contain something to 
f l atter the ego of each one of us in just its favourite manner. Whether an 
, Is trology built for the purpose of self-gratification is an adequate replacement 
I ( l r  an astrology designed to lead us to God is questionable. As part of this desire 
I ( l r  titillation, astrology itself has been given to the rulership of Uranus 
( astrology presumably not having existed before 1781) , a planet which has devel
( Iped a reputation for amiable eccentricity. In the tradition, astrology was ruled 
hy Mercury. Where once astrologers saw themselves as thinkers, they now style 
I hemselves as eccentrics. This may fit in well with the desiderata of the New 
Age, but is not necessarily an improvement. 

Uranus is now, we are told, the planet of astrology; but according to the 
historical method of assigning meaning to planets, the fact that Uranus was 
d iscovered during the Enlightenment should be of the utmost importance -
, l I ld it was the Enlightenment that spelt the death of astrology. It is not, then, 
" l I l"prising that those moderns who choose to masquerade as astrologers should 
, la im  Uranus as their ruler. 

Let us return to the great shift in the pattern of the cosmos in order to further 
examine these new planets. The traditional picture was this: 
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where * is the sphere of the hxed stars and ffi i s  t he La n h .  i\ \  W ( '  1 ) , 1\'t· \('ell , 
although the Earth is at the centre of the spheres, the SUIl  ( l h l' i l l ) ' lgl' of the 
manifestation of the Divine) is also at the centre, viewed in a d iffercn t  but not 
exclusive way. 

The heliocentric picture is this: 

1) 4 0"  EB 9 � 0  
� 

The Sun and the Earth have swapped places. We find other major differences. 
The Moon is no longer in the line-up. From being the very image of the 
creation, the link and the boundary between the perfect world of the spheres 
and the mundane world of generation and corruption here below, she has 
become merely the trivial satellite of what is itself just another planet in just 
another solar system in just another galaxy. The historical comparison is clear: 
just as Our Lady was being dethroned by the Protestants, so was her celestial 
image, the Moon, by the scientists. And the consequence? With the Moon and 
all its meanings no longer of importance we have the continued rape of nature 
with barely a twinge of guilt. It is ironic that exactly those people who today cry 
out most loudly about the absence of the feminine principle in astrology, and 
who attempt to compensate for this by dragging various dubious-looking aster
oids, hypothetical 'dark moons' or other feminist fantasies into the system are 
those least likely to explore the traditional model which holds the feminine 
principle in just that crucial position where they would wish to find it. 

The fixed stars have also gone. They have lost their importance - no longer a 
sphere, the farthest visible marker on the road to the Divine Qualities or 
Names, but just a wilderness, in which oases of solar systems are sprinkled. 
Remembering the connections between man and stars, we might wonder if this 
reflects the reduction of man to nameless factory-fodder, and the reduction of 
all quality to a de-qualified "quantity" . Most certainly the assurances of the 
scientists that the stars that burn brightest in our skies are not so bright at all, 
but are outshone by specks not even visible to the naked eye, their apparent 
brightness being merely an illusion created by proximity, mirrors the destruc
tion of value in our world: we can all kid ourselves that we are as worthy or as 
godly as any - their apparent brightness is nothing but illusion. 

So we have installed the Earth in the central position; we have made 
ourselves as gods. Or so we thought - for then the unexpected happened: we 
started to discover new planets, not in other solar systems, but in our own. 
With each planet that we added to the line-up, the centre shifted. With Uranus, 
it moved away from the Earth; then Neptune appeared. 

As we have seen, when deciding what a new planet signifies, the first stop for 
the modern astrologer is that indispensable volume, The History of the World in 
Three Paragraphs. Looking at the era in which Uranus was discovered and the 
years that followed after, our astrologer plumps on the French Revol ution and 
decides that Uranus must therefore be connected with revo l u tions . The in t l' l Iec-
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1 1 1 . t 1 I ( l I"l·hcar oi l he I ' rl 'nl I I  Rl'vo l u l  i O I l , wh ich took place i l l  England and culmi-
1 ) ' 1 1 l'l1 in t h e  L'XL'lut ioll  oj K ing  Charles I ,  evidently did not merit a new planet. 
Nor, apparently, d i d  the more far-reaching revolution in thought and belief of 
I he Reformation and Renaissance. But the history text in question is so short 
I h a t  these events do not find a place in its pages. 

' I 'he only events of note in the era of Neptune's discovery were, the modern 
. Ist rologer tells us, the birth of Marxism and the introduction of ether to the 
( lperating theatre. The one proves a connection between Neptune and idealism 
. l l ld the other a connection with drugs and anaesthetics. The modern astrologer, 
. 1 .\ well as being eccentric, likes to think of himself as an idealist and is not keen 
( I l l  personal discomfort - so Neptune is strongly in favour. We shall refrain from 
pointing out that the contemporary picture of Neptune has more resemblance 
10 Harpo than Karl, nor shall we wonder why the invention of a Judeo
( :hristian heresy is worthy of a new planet when the revelation of both these 
I . l iths was accomplished without one; we shall not wonder why idealism is 
. I , counted a thing of virtue when it has caused rather more than its share of 
I .l Ildom human suffering. Nor shall we quibble over the appropriation of anaes
I hes ia by modern western medicine when other methods, both with and 
without the use of drugs, have been available throughout the world since 
, ' Iehistory: we shall instead turn to the suppressed fourth paragraph of the 
I . lvoured history text. From this, it becomes clear that the salient developments 
lVith which Neptune might be historically connected are the refinement of the 
I I leech-loading rifle into an efficient weapon of mass slaughter; the invention of 
I l lS t  the repeating rifle and then the machine-gun; the invention of dynamite; 
I he age of the war of attrition, starting with the Crimean ('the first modern 
war') and American Civil Wars; and the explosion of a particularly bloody and 
! ' \ploitative colonisation. Historically, the Age of Neptune, if so we might call 
I I , has more to do with bloodshed than anaesthetic, music, mysticism, drugs or 
. I I l Y  of the other meanings foisted onto it. The changing pattern of our model of 
I he cosmos makes the reason clear: once Neptune enters the line-up, the centre 
\ hi fts to Mars, god of war. 

War, of course, is not in vogue amongst astrologers, so they prefer not to see 
I h i s .  

That there is more than theoretical truth to this view of Neptune is suggested 
by i ts extreme prominence in many of the mundane charts leading towards the 
h rst World War. "Aha!" exclaims the modern astrologer, "Just as I told you -
gas! "  But the application of a little knowledge in place of the customary woolly 
v.lgueness suggests that, awful as it was, the significance of gas in that war was 
1 1 I i l lOf compared to the carnage inflicted by lead. The choice of one particular 
weapoll i ll a major war is hardl y  something that we would expect to find as the 
kl'y l l ( } � L' of i ts deter m i n i llg  astrology, espec ia l ly  as that weapon was of only 
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secondary s igni flcance. hu' more reason to j udge that Nt'pt l I l H. " 1 ' 1 ( )\'I' l l . l I l l l· , i f  
any, has more to do with mass slaughter than either gas or ersatl, I l ly�t i l  i � 1 l 1 .  The 
use of gas-lighting is commonly given as sufficient reason tlH assoc ia t ing 
Neptune with gases; yet gas lighting was first introduced well over 100 years 
before Neptune's discovery. By the criterion of historical coincidence, gas 
should be given to Uranus; but this doesn't fit with preconceptions about the 
nature of either of these planets. Historical criteria are employed only when 
they can be manipulated to produce convenient results: we might, for instance, 
wonder why Uranus is commonly associated with computers (Mercury) when 
their modern form appeared only long after Uranus's discovery and their proto
type, the abacus, was invented long before. 

Finally, after Neptune, Pluto was added to the scheme. Pluto is much 
beloved by our eccentric, idealistic modern astrologer: dark, mysterious and 
passionate (just like him/her), the repository of all manner of anti-social but 
rather thrilling vices, it is the astrological equivalent of curling up with a 
vampire novel. The introduction of Pluto moves the centre of our planetary 
pattern one step further, into the space between Mars and Jupiter - a space 
inhabited by the myrmidon legions of asteroids. With this myriad fragments of 
trivial dust proclaimed as centre of our cosmos, all residual sense of value has 
finally vanished; the grossest immoralities are now regarded as of equal value 
with the highest of truths, and any nonsense can be passed off as sound 
thought. 

One of the favourite associations of Pluto is with sexual abuse. There is a 
modern technique called 'local space astrology' which purports to show how the 
native will manage in any particular environment by projecting his birth-chart 
onto a map of the place. This place might be a city or a country, in which case 
the projection of the chart will show in which areas the native will find financial 
success, have fun, meet a partner, or whatever. Or it might be a house, showing 
how it might best be arranged and where problem areas will lie, as a kind of 
astrological feng shui. As every chart has Pluto in it somewhere, every house will 
therefore have its sexual abuse room. It makes one feel quite behind the times. 

The asteroids exist in their thousands. Those first discovered were given 
names from classical mythology; by now, the criterion seems to be the taking of 
the first word that comes into the discoverer's head. Even Frank Zappa has an 
asteroid named after him. The sheer number of these objects is quite intoxi
cating; those astrologers who indulge in their use make their fellows in the 
modern astrological community seem almost rational. With so many asteroids 
bearing so many names, and so many minor aspects at our disposal, it is 
inevitable that there will always be a clutch of seemingly relevant asteroids in 
some sort of contact with each other at any given moment. So if I drop some 
spaghetti sauce on my shirt, I can confidently expect to find asteroid "Pasta" in 
adverse aspect with asteroid "Shirtfront" while asteroid "Being embarrassed in 
front of my girl-friend's parents" makes a biquintile with heliocentric Chiron in 
my natal chart. The reader might think this an exaggeration, an a t  t empt at 
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U 'rl'Il 'lill lirl ,tI) l /m/l/lII, h i l t  l hnt' a re no furthn layers of absurd i ty to w hich 
I hol lght l i kL' t h is La l l  Ill' !'nl I lLL'd, A recen t  account ofa chart about the purchase 
of a car l  tel l s  that  Mars was w i th asteroids "Mony" (sic) and "Pounds" , while 
T,l' I l est i na" ,  the purchaser's name feminised, was prominent, along, of course, 
w i t h asteroid "LeCar" and numerous others indicating the place where the 
( 'vent happened, the name of the astrologer involved, a close description of the 
I (  'Lal countryside and what the next-door neighbour had for breakfast. All well 
, l l ld  good, we think - a convincing argument for the exact relevance of these 
l i l ly bodies. But what about all the hundreds of other asteroids that were also in 
, !'>pect with the chart for the time, or the birth-charts of the people involved? 
I l ow come our car-buyer was not being seduced by Eros, speared by Lancelot or 
( ' I l tertained by Frank Zappa while this was happening? If I throw a large 
I I l l mber of dice onto the floor, it should be no surprise that a good selection of 
I hem come up as six; no surprise to anyone except certain modern astrologers. 

It is not unreasonable that when these new bodies were discovered, curiosity 
., I lould have directed the attention of astrologers towards them. In his enter
I . l i n in g  account of Nineteenth and early Twentieth Century English astrology, 

I Confusion of Prophets,2 Patrick Curry tells of John Varley, the noted water
, olourist and friend to Blake, who was a dedicated astrologer with a high 
I qmtation for accuracy. On the morning of June 21st, 1825, he sent his son to 
h ,lve his watch reset. He was, he explained, expecting some sudden and serious 
, 1 .1 I1ger to himself or his property from an aspect of Uranus that would come 
1 1 1 10 effect shortly before noon. As noon approached, Varley grew more and 
I l lore worried, less from the possible danger than from the fear that his under
' , l . l I1ding of the nature of the newly discovered planet was wrong. Just before 
! l oon, however, there was a cry of "Fire!" from the street below. Varley and his 
, ( . n  rushed outside, to find that their house was on fire. Despite his house and 
I I '>  contents being destroyed, Varley was delighted: his methods and his under
, L1 nding of Uranus had been confirmed. If only he had had access to a modern 
I I X  t -book of astrology: instead of his house burning down, he might just have 
I ud a television-set delivered. 

Nicholas Culpeper, author of the famous Herbal, had his interest in astrology 
, Iwakened when the woman with whom he was eloping was struck by lightning 
!'> she waited for him to arrive at their meeting-place. Uranus is prominent in 
h i s  bi nh-chart, closely afflicting the planet that would represent his bride-to-be. 
/\� in the chart for Varley's fire, however, the event can be clearly shown without 
h. lv ing to involve Uranus. It is there, but gives nothing that is not told by the 
"l'ven planets of the traditional cosmos. Indeed, what is shown by the outer 
I .fanets can invariably be seen in the chart - given a sound knowledge of tradi
I i ( l I la l  method - without them. 

I 1 ', l Inl'LI ( : 1';1 1 1 <', S'lld// Vlor/r/ (all l" l llai l lll'wskrrl'r), February [999 
( :" l l i l l., IX I I !'I 'W I I ,  1 .. ,".1, , " ,  1 ')') 1 . "", I X ' I ') ,  
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There are occas ional  c la ims that the ancients must havl' k nown ,d H l l l i  t i l l '  ol l ter 
planets, as the names of these gods accord so well with t hl' n ll'a l l i n �\ that 
modern astrologers have given the planets that bear their n ames, ' I 'hat this 
circular argument is apparently stated in all seriousness says much for the 
standard of logical thinking among today's astrologers - evidence perhaps that 
Mercury no longer wishes to be associated with them, It is only thus that these 
planets can be afforded such importance. 

Even the Caesars used to wait until someone else would elevate them to the 
heavens. Astrologers have seen fit to place themselves and all their dark and 
fascinating passions in the skies, and, like the Caesars, seem convinced that 
their sparkling images are far more important than the dowdy bunch of planets 
with which we have had to make do for so long. That these new planets should 
be incorporated into astrology at all is by no means a necessity: no one has 
found any need to place the moons of Jupiter, discovered long before Uranus, 
into a chart, despite the fact that several of them are significantly larger than the 
great majority of the asteroids with which some moderns are so obsessed, and 
that they are visible through a child's telescope while obscure bodies such as 
Neptune and Pluto are not. If one day there is "something new under the Sun" 
in man's soul, there may perhaps be need in the chart for Uranus, Neptune and 
Pluto; until then, they remain nothing but superfluities. 

7 

The Planets and 
their Essences 

( :rucial to the whole concept of astrology - crucial both for accurate judge
I l l ent within it and for understanding how it works - yet utterly disregarded by 
1 l1Odern astrology, is the idea of 'essence'. This idea does not fit the contempo-
1 , 1 ry world-view, so modern astrologers, rather than stand firm to their knowl
nlge - the very knowledge that is necessary to prevent their craft being truly the 
h,lseless superstition that the sceptics proclaim it - have prostrated themselves 
krore the false idol of modern thought (we use the term 'thought' in its loosest 
I l()ssible sense) and cast aside the cornerstone around which the edifice of 
NTology, and all traditional thought, is built. 

This is not the place for the technical splitting of philosophical hairs, so we 
,, idl paint with a broad brush and describe the traditional model of the world 
I I ld all that is in it as looking somewhat like a fried egg. In the heart of each 
, .hject is its essence; all around it is its accidental form. The classic image of 
" sence is as the Idea in the mind of the Divine Architect, the accidental form of 
which Idea appears to us as an object in the world. "The essence of a thing is 
I hat which it is said to be per se," l That is, for example, that quality which 
would be left in were to think of my best friend, but in doing so were to throw 
" i l t  every possible adjective with which I might describe him: that uncatchable 
h im-ness' that would remain is his essence. Everything, even the most evanes-

, ( 'nt  or intangible of things, a dream or a passing thought, has its essence; but in 
1 ',l' l1eral (unless we be saints and have Intellection) we perceive only the 
, I l  cidental form. 

I�ssence itself is imperceptible to us, at least with our external senses. The 
I 1.1d i t ional science of physiognomy gives an example of how it can be seen. As 
I ,hysiognomy exists mainly in a corrupted state, we imagine the artist staring 
I 1 . 1 I'd at his subject, noting every line and bump on their face and calculating the 
workings of their nature from this. Not so: for in the tradition, the artist will 
, L i re hard at his subject, but then turn away. That which he still sees in his 
I I l i nd's eye when he turns away is the essence, from which he will judge the 
I '(' \"SOI1's natu re. But this too is an image of essence, not essence itself: whatever 



, I I I I  I I{  1 ' 1 I 1 ' 1 I l " I " ' , \ 

we t h i n k  we can sec of i t  is not i t  but only  i ts tlJrl l l  Oi l  ,�O l l l " I I II ' I ! ' t i l 1, ,\\ gross 
level of materialisation. Moreover, it is  from this image - I lot  1 10 1 1 1  l i l l' pnson's 

physical beauty - that the character is shown, for it betrays the pl'rso ll's true 
mner nature. 

In practice, essence becomes a relative term. It is the vision in the architect's 
mind's eye, which will, because of the nature of the material, be imperfectly 
manifested. It is also the vision in the building contractor's mind's eye, and the 
sub-contractor's and the brick-layer's, in each case being again imperfectly 
manifest in its transition from vision to material form (we are careful not to say 
'from vision to reality' , for it is the essence, not the material form, that is 
reality) , though inextricably linked with it. 

By the early Seventeenth Century, however, mankind had 'evolved' enough, 
or become 'spiritually advanced' enough to forget about essence. In the brave 
new world of Baconian science, essence was of no importance, primarily 
because of its frustrating refusal to allow itself to be weighed or measured, and 
all that was of concern was the matter of quantity. On this foundation is our 
contemporary world-view made. This is the altar at which modern astrology 
worships, although without the idea of essence astrology is nonsense. 

Without recognising the existence of essence, we are left only with the 
material (and possibly not even that!) . Left only with the material, we cannot 
possibly provide a convincing explanation for the workings of astrology. With 
only the material, we must follow the scientists and insist on some more-or-Iess 
tangible equivalent of a length of rope between ourselves and the planets as the 
only means of explaining the connection between planets and objects on Earth. 
As the scientists never tire of pointing out, this is nonsense (they should know 
they invented the idea) . 

What are the options? We can posit a conscious-planetary-influence theory, 
with planetary 'spirits' working on mankind like a collection of (exceptionally 
hard-working) puppeteers. This is the favoured basis of the religious assault on 
astrology, even though there are precious few astrologers who would accept it. It 
is utterly unacceptable within the tradition. We have the physical theory, with 
the planets as inert masses exerting a pull something similar to gravitation as 
they plod along their courses. This leads to the endless and tedious debate on 
the relative gravitational effects of the planet Jupiter and the midwife on the 
new-born child. There are many modern astrologers who subscribe to some 
form or other of this theory, usually inventing some as yet undiscovered cosmic 
force to draw the link between planet and object. As many of these same 
astrologers are firm believers in the astrological influence of any number of half
inch conglomerations of dust floating around the asteroid belt, there is clearly 
an amount of work to be done on defining exactly how this force operates -
and, of course, on finding that it exists. But the greater number of modern 
astrologers put their faith in Jung's theory of synchronicity - which is an elabo
rate way of saying "Let's not think about it at all ." 

If only we still thought in terms of essence, all would be so s i m ple . All  essence 

1 1 1 1 1 ' 1 I N I  I '  I N I . 1 1 1 1 1 1 { I " I N ' I '  

1 \ ,  l',�s" l l l ia l ly, O l l l· .  A I  . 1  level h l ll h n lowards L IS,  lower on t h e  ladder of maniks

i . l l i O I l ,  a l i l'ssl' l llC oj l i kc I l a l l i rc is one. I n  the same way that  w h i te l ight i s  spl i t  

1 1 1 1 0  l ight o f  Sl'Vl' ll d i fkrl'll t colours by a prism, the oneness of essence is 
I l ' i racred through the planetary spheres. It is as if (and I stress, as if) it were 
, I i v ided into seven different-coloured rays, with one colour for each of the seven 
" Ianets of the traditional cosmos. In the same way that all things that are red 
h, lve something in common (their redness), all things whose essence is coloured 
hy the ray refracted through Venus' sphere share a certain 'Venus-ness'. That is, 
I I I  their essence they all share in a certain Venus-quality. All things that share in 
I h is quality are, in a way, one, regardless of where they happen to be located. So 
I I  Venus moves, all that has this Venus-nature will move. There is no causation, 
I I I  the strict sense, as they are all one; but by looking at Venus we can surmise 
what is happening to countless things on Earth that share its nature, and 
I hereby save ourselves countless individual deductions. The Divine action or 
I l ioment' that Venus's movement represents does not happen first to Venus and 
! l ll'n to 'Venus nature things' , but happens at the same time to both Venus and 
\ " 'nus nature things. Looking at Venus shows us what this is in a much more 
I l l I el l igible and palatable way than trying to deduce it from Venus things on 
, . I rth,  in all their diversity and on all their different planes. This unity of 
, �sence was indeed described by the ancients as 'planetary rays'; but we are 
I I l istaken if we take this to mean something as tangible as a beam of light or 
' I lergy: this would bring us back to the impossible grossness of the length-of
I "pe theory. 

Many, many things - approximately one seventh of all that is - are in their 
, ' ,sence predominantly of Venus-nature, as another seventh share the nature of 
fvbrs, another of Saturn, and so forth. By determining the condition of Venus 
II any particular time, we can determine the condition of all things that partake 

, .r  her nature. Everything in life is not, of course, divided neatly into seven 
, I  iscrete categories, one for each of the seven planets of traditional astrology; no 
, > I l l' thing has its essence of solely one nature: all is mixed. The modern 
\ hemical theory of the elements, which are unable to exist in an unadulterated 
" i .lte, is a gross representation of this. Venus rules young women: that is, 'young 
W( lmen' is one of the categories of being that partakes of Venus nature; but all 
\ oung women do not behave in exactly the same way at exactly the same time. 
I h is  individual young woman has a foul temper - she partakes strongly of Mars 
l " l ture; this one is grumpy - she partakes of Saturn nature; so their movement 
" cording to the Venus-nature of their essence will be moderated, the one by 
what her Mars-nature is doing, the other by her Saturn-nature. This is an 
n; t remely simplified example: everything that exists is woven of an immensely 
, omplex web of all seven principles. The important point is that we are not 
, ollsideri ng a relationship of cause and effect: we are considering things moving 
I ( lgether because they are one. 

The Doctri ne  of S ignatures, so important in traditional medicine, suggests 
I ha t , f()I' i nst ance, a p lant  whose leaves are shaped like a heart will have a 
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therapeutic dfcct upon the heart. I n  modern t erms t h is i .\ < l l'\l l l i H' ' '  . 1 \  I I l l ' pla l l t  
having an effect because i t  looks like the heart. In trad i t io l la l  1 ('1 1 1 1 \ ,  I I  1 1 . 1,\ I h is 
effect because, in its essence, it is of the same nature as the ht:arl . ' I  'he physical 
resemblance is an accidental (in the strict sense of the word) manifestation of 
this sharing of essence. In the same way, gold and the heart resemble each other, 
not in this instance in their shape but in their qualities, as they too both partake 
of the same essential nature (in planetary terms, they share in the nature of the 
Sun) , so gold is traditionally a medicine for the heart. Modern medicine still 
regards gold as the most effective treatment for arthritis: this is pure 'essence 
medicine', in this instance by opposites rather than likes. Arthritis manifests in 
saturnian fashion, restricting and limiting, so the perfect balance to it is a Sun
medicine: gold. 

Science, however, has abandoned the idea of essence; the emphasis on experi
ment in modern scientific practice has also distorted our understanding of how 
things happen. Modern science is essentially empirical; the nature of the experi
ment is to normalise all conditions except the one which the scientist wishes to 
test (and except, as we have seen, for time, which the scientist no longer accepts 
as having any influence) . The scientist leaves himself only one variable to 
examine, and the consequent one-pointed nature of experiment has devastated 
our comprehension of causation. Francis Bacon, who, more than anyone, 
stands accused of fathering modern scientific method, himself accepted the 
primacy of first cause (i.e. the Divine Will) ; but the importance he placed on 
the examination of secondary causes led, owing to the nature of all things to 
sink to the baser, to the forgetting of first cause, and the method he fathered to 
the concentration on one and only one secondary cause. The ball goes into the 
goal; the fan cheers: the ball going into the goal has caused the fan to cheer. But 
there are many causes for the fan cheering: many reasons why he is there and 
not at work, or helping his wife with the shopping; why he supports this team 
and not the other; why he finds cheering an appropriate response; and so on 
and so on. The ball entering the goal - or whatever it is in any situation that the 
modern mind regards as immediate cause - hardly merits the name of cause at 
all; it is merely the occasion. So why are we fed with so patently superficial a 
view of reality? Can it be because we can then be persuaded that drinking 
Whizz-o-Pop will be the one cause of our catching the perfect woman, or 
driving a Hamster 3-litre the sole cause of our being eternally happy? 

Science has abandoned the concept of essence, and modern astrologers, 
fawning after their scientific masters, have followed the scientific pattern. This 
lack of the concept of essence also enables the modern travesty of astrology to 
accord better with contemporary social ideas. 

So much for the theory. In practical astrology, without the consideration of 
essence we have nothing. In immediate practical terms, the first significance of 
the signs of the zodiac is merely as a means oflocation. The signs each represent 
thirty degrees of celestial longitude, so to say "This planet is i n  A ries" mt:ans 
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'o I l l Ip ly t h a I  i l  L\ i l l  t hl' 1 1 1\ 1  I I l I I l y  dq"I'l'l' sl'll iO I l  o l t hl' wd iac. ' I l) say t ha t  i t  i s  a t  
I .' degrees o j '  A ries 1 l 1 l'a l 1 S  I ha l  i l  i s  t Wl'l w- t hi rt it:ths of  the way through this fi rst  
I h i rt y-dl'grt:e section .  So the placemen t of the planets in the various signs 
t 1c-,\LT ibes their positions  relative to the Spring Equinox (0 degrees of Aries) and 
I l-Ll tive to each other. If we then ascertain which degree of which sign is rising 
I 'Vl'l' the eastern horizon at this time in this place, we can tell whereabouts in the 
'ky all these planets are at that moment - that is, we can tell where all the 
\ . I rious thirty-degree sections of the zodiac and the planets that are in them are 
p laced relative to the observer at this location on Earth. This is what an astro
logical chart tells us: nothing magical, nothing arcane, just that. From this 
I ld()fmation, we can draw certain conclusions. 

I magine you are entering a village, looking for your brother. "Where's Bob?" 
l O ll ask a passer-by. "He's in the bar," the passer-by replies. This is the equiva
k i l t  of telling you in which zodiac sign planet Bob is located. But to find him, 
I I  HI still need to know where the bar is relative to your present position: 
' Where's that?" you ask. "It's over there," the helpful passer-by responds. We 
I l . Ive now done the equivalent of drawing an astrological chart, except that the 
t hart locates not only your brother Bob, but also planet Tom, planet Maggie 
I l ld various others. From this piece of location-finding, we can draw certain 

t I l Ilclusions: as we have all seen in the movies, if we know that Tom is in the bar 
I IOW, he couldn't possibly have been at the scene of the crime half an hour ago. 
\ I ld so with astrological judgement: it is just as simple and, for things celestial, 
" ' I rprisingly down to earth. 

As he is my brother, I am well acquainted with Bob. I understand him, I 
L 1 l 0W that he is a rumbustuous, sociable, sensual man, a genial bon viveur. 
I' llowing this, I know that he is in his element down in the barroom; if I had 
l 'lTn told he was watching Uncle Ebenezer's (Saturn) slide-show in the local 
I l h rary, I would know that he was dying a thousand deaths waiting for it to end. 
We see here the judgement of essence. This is not a complicated idea, but it is 
1 . l lher more than modern astrology can handle. To the modern astrologer, 
I .L l I1ets are pretty much content wherever they fall: Bob is just as happy in the 
I lhrary as he is in the bar. The traditional world is not populated by these 
. Idmirable men for all seasons, finding full contentment in whatever place and 
, I I  whatever activity; we might suspect that the traditional world is somewhat 
t l oser to reality. 

As we have seen, the suppression of the true awareness of time mirrors the 
t ollversion of man into cog in the corporate machine; so also with essence. The 
I radition in astrology teaches that a planet's essence is strong, or happy, in some 
' Igns of the zodiac and weak in others. It travels from sign to sign through time. 
')0 Planet Bob, my brother, will have his off-days - as shown by his passage 
I h rough uncongenial signs. If Bob is a craftsman and feels he is not at his best, 
I ll' w i l l  leave the intricate fine-work for that day and busy himself instead 
, .o l i sh i ng his tools and patching the workshop roof. If Bob is the corporate cog, 
I ll' w i l l  keep on prt:ssing  tht: lever day in day out: he is allowed no off-days. 
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Where once the role of astrology was to lead man to { ;od,  I I  1\ I I < )\\' .1 ,opori t ic 
to placate him in his daily round; as such, the retention of t ht" Hk.1  0 1  t"�\l'nce 
would be strongly counter-productive. 

As we have seen, the nature of the creative impulse from the Divine which 
brought about the Creation gives different qualities to each of the signs of the 
zodiac. Aries, for example, the first sign of the zodiac, shows the first burning 
onrush of undifferentiated creative power that drives the whole of manifest 
creation. With this raw power, it is not a place suited to delicate little Venus, no 
more than a blast furnace is a suitable place for wearing a tutu. Nor is it suited to 
Saturn, planet of limitation, restriction and demarcation. The planets that are 
strong in Aries - whose essences thrive on being in those turbulent surroundings 
- are the Sun and Mars. So they are said to be dignified there. Venus and Saturn, 
on the other hand, are most unhappy there: they are debilitated. 

The modern astrologer will take the planet - say Venus - and describe it as 
'harmony' or some such vagary; if it falls in Aries, they will take another word to 
describe Aries - maybe 'assertive' or 'dynamic' - and then rhapsodise on how 
their victim's ideas of harmony are realised in an assertive or dynamic manner, a 
rhapsody which almost everybody would find gave a perfect description of 
themselves, like the magic suit of clothes that fits everyone. The astrologer 
following traditional methods would not dream of speaking on such ethereal 
levels, but would look to the part of that particular chart with which Venus was 
concerned. "Your financial prospects," they might say, if finance were the 
concern of Venus here, "are (because Venus is so weak owing to its placement in 
Aries) dismal. You are always l ikely to be poor. And because Mars (which rules 
Aries and which therefore has great influence on any planet falling in that sign) 
is in this particular section of the chart here, I can see that the reason for this is 
that you squander all your money on fast living." This is a statement which has 
the possibility of being either true or false, and will not be found by everybody 
to give an accurate assessment of their lives. The example is simplified, for many 
factors would be considered to build a rounded picture of even just that one 
area of the life; the important point is that it is only by considering essence, and 
therefore dignity and debility, that we are able to draw any concrete judgement 
about anything from the astrological chart. 

The consideration of essence is the prime way in which we assess the ability 
of a planet to act. Modern astrology, being little concerned with anything that 
bears the semblance of action, fails to do this, nor has it any longer the tools by 
which it might be done. A planet can gain or lose strength by its placement in 
the chart, being greatly strengthened by a position on the Ascendant or 
Midheaven, for instance; this is known as accidental dignity or debility. The 
main assessment of strength, however, is by essence: its essential dignity. If I win 
the hundred metres because I am the supreme athlete, I have done it through 
essential dignity; if I win because all the competition have the flu, this is - in 
simplistic terms - as if I have done it through accidental strength: I just 
happened to be in the right place at the right time. 
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Pla l let s  ga i l l  the gl l'. l lnt l'w'l l t i a l  d igl l i t y  hy h l l i l lg i l l  a sigl l  which they 

I hl ' l l l Sc lves ndc (so M.I I'.' i l l  Ar i cs or Ven us i l l  'Lmrus) .  This is traditionally 

l i kcllcd to a man sccurc within his own house. Each planet is exalted in one of 

I he signs (Sun in Aries, Moon in Taurus, for example) . This is another powerful 

d ign i ty, though not quite as strong as being in its own sign. A planet in its 

( '"altation is likened to an honoured guest in someone else's home: he is treated 

with the greatest courtesy, but there are strict limits to his powers: he would be 

I I l lwise to start rifling through the cupboards. There is always an air of unreality 

1 0  exaltation, which stems from the origin of the dignity. The signs of the 

I , lanets' exaltations are said to be those which they occupied before the Fall, so a 

planet in its exaltation gives us an almost prelapsarian view of whatever that 

1 , Ianet represents. This is very nice - the person is greatly honoured; but in our 

I .lpsarian world we know that all is not quite as fine as it seems. As with our 

honoured guest: we treat him with the respect that we would like to think he 

deserves. 
Each planet is associated with one or other of the elements, ruling the three 

, igns of that nature either by day or by night. This is a less powerful rulership 

I h an that of the individual signs, but still gives considerable strength. The 

I ,hrase ' in his element' describes it well: it is a comfortable dignity; nothing 

'pectacular, but fully secure. If, for instance, I were starting a job and the 

I l'l evant chart had shown my planet to be in a sign of its own element, I would 

he confident that I could cope well with all that job's demands. I would not be 

one of the legendary masters of the trade, but I would be quite content there. 

Each sign is then sub-divided in two different ways, each planet falling 

."ways into one of each set of these divisions. The terms divide each sign into 

l ive sections of unequal size; the faces into three equal sections of ten degrees 

. I piece. Each term and each face is ruled by one of the planets; if a planet falls 

i II to one of its own terms or faces it gains a small amount of dignity - only a 

I i rtie, but a good deal better than none at all. A planet in these dignities can be 

l i kened to an under-manager in an office. He has a certain amount of power, 

hut his position is strictly subordinate. There are further, smaller sub-divisions 

( , f  the signs, but these take us to a level of precision that is in practice rarely 

required. 
The following table shows the essential dignities and debilities of the planets. 

I 'he left-hand column lists the signs of the zodiac. The next column shows the 

planet that rules each sign (so Aries "r is ruled by Mars d' and Taurus b by 

Venus 9) . Then comes the column showing in which sign each planet has its 

('xaltation (so Sun 0 in Aries and Moon ')) in Taurus) . Exaltation is more 

nalted yet at the particular degree given for each planet.2 The next columns 

,how the planets that rule the triplicity of that sign, whether by day or by night. 

I t is simple enough to see whether any chart is a day chart or a night chart: by 

, The n l l lllhns given are ord inals, not cardinals. So the exaltation degree of, for example, the Sun is 
1 1 ,<, I ') ' "  degree "f A ries, which i., from I X.OO to I R.59, not 19·00 to 19·59· 
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day, t h e  S U I l  is above t he horizon,  j us t  as i l l  real l i fe ;  by l l i " , 1 1 1  I I  I ', I 1 ( ' 1 lilY I I .  A ries,  
then, being of the fire triplicity, has the Sun as its e1el l l l' l l l a l n dc l  by d, IV and 
Jupiter (4) by night, while Taurus, an earth sign, has Venus by day a l l d  the 
Moon by night. 

TABLE OF ESSENTIAL DIGNITIES 

Sign Ruler Exalt- TripliCity Tenn Face Detri- Fall 
ation ment 

Day Niqht 

ry> cf 0 0 .4 .4 \> � c:! ? c:! 0 \> \> ? 
19  6 14 21 26 30 10 20 30 

() \> '» \> '» \> '9 .4 ? c:! '9 '» ? c:! 
3 8 15 22 26 30 10 20 30 

II � ? � � 4- 9 � c:! .4 c:! 0 .4 
7 14 21 25 30 10 20 30 

§ '» .4 c:! c:! c:! .4 � \> ? \> � '» ? c:! 
15 6 13 20 27 30 10 20 30 

Sl 0 0 .4 ? � \> .4 c:! ? .4 c:! ? 
6 13 19 25 30 10 20 30 

rtl> � '9 \> '» � \> .4 ? c:! 0 \> '9 .4 \> 
15 7 13 18 24 30 10 20 30 

.n.. 9 ? ? � ? \> .4 '9 c:! '» ? .4 c:! 0 -
21 6 11  19 24 30 10 20 30 

m. c:! c:! c:! c:! .4 \> '9 ? c:! 0 \> \> '» 
6 14 21 27 30 10 20 30 

><' .4 0 .4 .4 \> '9 ? c:! '9 '» ? '9 
8 14 19 25 30 10 20 30 

YJ:> ? c:! \> .'» \> � .4 c:! ? .4 c:! 0 '» .4 
28 6 12 19 25 30 10 20 30 

""'" ? ? '9 ? '9 \> .4 c:! \> '9 '» 0 """" 
6 12 20 25 30 10 20 30 

* .4 \> c:! c:! \> .4 '9 c:! ? ? .4 c:! '9 '9 
27 8 14 20 26 30 10 20 30 

The next block of columns shows the terms of the planets. The number 
beside each glyph shows the limit of that planet's term rulership: so in Aries, the 
top row of the chart, Jupiter holds this subordinate rulership from the start of 
the sign until 5 degrees and 59 minutes; then Venus takes over at 6 degrees, 
ruling until 13 degrees and 59 minutes, when she hands over to Mercury (\1), 
then Mars, and finally Saturn CIJ). The next block shows the faces of the signs, 
where the same principle applies. In Aries, then, Mars has face rulership from 
the start of the sign until 9 degrees and 59 minutes; then the Sun from IO 
degrees until 19 degrees 59 minutes; then Venus up till the end of the sign. The 
last two columns show the debilities: the first shows which planet is in  detri
ment in each of the signs; the second where each planet has its fall. 

We have, then, five ways in which a planet might have essent ia l  d ign i ty:  i t  
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I l l ig l"  be i l l  i l. \  OWI l \lgl l ,  ( ' \ .d Ll l i o l l ,  t r ip l ic i ty, tl'l" l lI or bce, or i n  any combi na-
1 10 1 1  of '  t hcse. As a n d ,· Ol l h l l l l lb ,  t h e  respecti ve strengths of these dignities can 
I I( ' shown as a dcsl'cnd i l l g  scale  from five for sign down to one for face. The 
\1 r" l lgths are cumulative, so if Mars, for example, is in the first few degrees of 
), orpio,  where it falls in its own sign, triplicity, term and face, it is very strong 
I l ldeed . A planet in none of its own dignities is said to be peregrine, as if it were a 
I I (  l Ineless wanderer. It has no essential strength so, unless it has considerable 
, I l  cidental dignity, it will have little ability to act. 'Peregrine' is commonly 
I I l isunderstood by the moderns, usually being taken, even by those with one of 
dll' spurious astrological qualifications that are so common, as being a planet 
dut makes no aspects - a feat which, with the superfluity of minor aspects 
w h ich the moderns have invented, is something of an achievement. As we trust 
will be readily apparent to any reader with any degree of contact with the real 
world, the ability or inability to act is a matter of some moment; the fact that 
I l lodern astrology is unable to determine it is, therefore, something of a failing. 
1 \ l I t  as the moderns are concerned exclusively with the psyche, a domain in 
II h ich we may all imagine ourselves Champion of the World without fear of 
, O l l tradiction, charting real strength is irrelevant. 

This assessment of strength is vital in whichever field of astrology we work. 
1 1 1  horary, almost all questions depend on somebody's ability or inability to 
I 'l' fform a certain action. Their strength to act is therefore crucial. In electional 
1\1 rology, choosing the moment to act, finding a time at which the appropriate 
1 ' ! ;l I1ets have sufficient dignity is the main part of the art. In natal astrology, 
1 1 1 1  ding whether a certain characteristic is a strength or a weakness, or whether 
\\l' do or do not have the ability to achieve i n  a particular direction tells us 
I i  most all of what we wish to know. In mundane astrology, the astrology of 
1 1 1 lblic affairs, the ability to determine for example whether the nation's defences 
I ll' strong or weak is clearly of significance. This is done, and done solely, by the 
' I l idy of dignity, of which the key part is an understanding of essence. 

Essential weakness is also shown. A planet in a sign opposite one of i ts own is 
1 1 1 its detriment, while in the sign opposite that of its exaltation it is in its foil. 
I 'hese are serious afflictions, leaving the planet far more debilitated than even 
1 1L' i ng peregrine. Our homeless wanderer might still be robust; a planet in detri
I I l L'IH or fall can be likened to someone in the throes of an acute illness. As 
I l l ight be imagined, the possibility of whoever such a planet signifies in a chart 
, I l h ieving anything by his own efforts are slight. 

One of the questions most often posed for horary judgement provides a 
\ l l l lp le illustration of the practical difference between strong and weak planets. 
I 'he question "When will I meet the person I will marry?" if asked by a 
WL'sterner is usually asked during a period of despondency. With the cultural 
t ' X pectations as they are, the querent usually feels that there is little he or she can 
. 10,  other than wait hopefully for Cupid's arrow to strike. Even joining a dating 
, lgL'ncy st i l l  depends for success on the vagaries of the blind bowman. The charts 
lef l L'ct the s i tuation ,  and as stich it is common to find the planets that represent 



S '  I I I  I I I I \ I \ " I II I '  I I I I ,  \ 

t hc qULTl'l l t i l l  pos i t io l ls  of cO l ls idLTahle wl';l k I l L·.�.� . W l l h  ' I 1 1 l ' 1 ( , 1 I 1 \  I i t l i l l  /bia ll 
backgrounds, however, the situation is ohm d i ffLTl' I l t .  Rathn 1 1 1 . 1 / 1  W. l i l i l lg on 
the whim of Cupid, once the decision has been made that i t  is t i l l l l'  to marry, 
social institutions swing into action and a suitable partner is usually found quite 
quickly. With variations according to the eligibility of the person in question, 
their planets are typically strong, mirroring a situation in which they themselves 
have much greater power to achieve the desired result. 

From the vital, now neglected, study of dignity and debility, however, we can 
tell not only the strength or weakness of whom or what ever that planet repre
sents, but even what their priorities and inclinations might be. This enables us, 
if so we require, to conduct a detailed psychological analysis, without having to 
work through the empty jargon of Jungianism. In other situations, it allows us 
to assess how people are likely to act. If a mundane chart reveals that the neigh
bouring country is strengthening its army, it is important to know whether its 
intentions are to invade our homeland or to consolidate defences against the 
barbarians. This knowledge is gained through the study of reception. 

If a planet falls in a sign or part of sign ruled by itself, it is said to have 
dignity. When i t  falls in  a sign or part of a sign ruled by another planet, it is  
received by that planet. This reception shows that whatever our planet signifies 
in this chart is interested i n  whatever is signified by the planet which receives it. 
So if Mars signifies John and Venus signifies Jenny, Mars falling in the sign of 
Venus tells us that John loves Jenny. We then notice that Venus is in the sign 
ruled by Jupiter: Jenny loves Jupiter. What is Jupiter? We might find that i t  
rules the section of the chart showing John's money. We see also that Jupiter 
itself has lots of essential dignity. So we j udge that John is rich and while Jenny 
doesn't much care for him, she has a great affection for his bank account. This 
information could be of considerable help as John chooses a course of action. 

The example is a simple one. The variety of different dignities in which a 
planet may be received allows us to conduct an analysis of great subtlety. These 
receptions differ in  their strength, just as we have seen with the dignities; they 
also differ in  their  quality. Reception into a planet's triplicity is not only less 
powerful than reception into sign; it also has a different character. In most 
contexts, we can think of reception as showing love. If ! am wondering if ! will 
earn lots of money in  my new job, the chart might show my planet received by 
the planet that shows the job's money: I love - in  this limited context - the job's 
money. If the planet signifYing the job's money is received by my planet, I will 
be delighted: my love is reciprocated! If the money loves me, it will want to be 
near me: this is an auspicious start to judgement. This may seem foolishly 
anthropomorphic, but as a working metaphor i t  will suffice for most s ituations, 
and it fits the underlying philosophy, in which love is the motive power of all 
things, exactly. It is but the darkness of our situation that makes it seem strange. 
On some occasions ' influence' will seem to fit the context better than love. 

A planet received into another's sign truly loves what that planet represen ts. I t  
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\, ','\ i t l f t-arfy, 1 1 I /( ln.� t . I I / ( I �  1 /  . l I l d  . l l l l'j l t S  i t .  I t  w i l l  usual ly he that plal lct's pr ime 
1 1 1 1  lTl'S( '  t hough rn cpt iO I l  hy \igl l  ca l l  be outweighed by combinations of other 
, I igll i t ies ( f loVL Jen ny, bu t  a l t hough I 'm not so keen on Melissa, the combi�a
I i ( ) / I  of her super- model looks and her dad being chairman of the board wms 
I hl' day) . A planet exalts the planet in  whose exaltation it falls. This is powerful, 
h i l t  is never quite real. It does not see clearly. Horary charts cast in the early 
\t ages of relationships usually show receptions by exaltation: the aura of divinity 
1 1 ;ls not yet been p ierced by knowledge of his unsavoury personal habits. 
1 l oraries for "Is it really over?" questions frequently show significators which 
have just moved out of reception by exaltation. 

Reception by triplicity is l ike friendship. There is no grand passion, but it is 
warm, understanding and comfortable. Terms and face are rather slighter, and, 
\ ignificantly, as they cover only part of a sign, they show concerns which do not 
I . lst as long as the other receptions. As we saw with dignity, weak as they are, 
I I ICY are a good deal better than nothing. It is also possible to receive a pl�net 
l i l to  its detriment or fall. This, as we might expect, is not good. In the bmh
, harts of those whom absolute power has corrupted absolutely - Catherine the 
( ; reat is an example - we find the ruler of the Ascendant (signifYing the person 
I l i mself) received into detriment or fall by the planet ruling the Midheaven (the 

I 'l'rson's career) : it is the career that enables the native to indulge his vices, to his 
, kstruction. 

The assessment of essential dignity and debility draws an infinitely intricate 
weh of meaning from the chart. It tells us all that we need to know about the 
I Hlwer and intentions of all the characters in whichever drama is unfolding 
I l L·tore us in the chart, whether it be a simple horary or a mundane chart 
, overing hundreds of years of political events. This is then augmented by t?e 
, onsideration of the accidental dignities to enable us to j udge the full capacity 
I t )  act. A character's essential dignities, based on his planet's placement against 
I he signs, might reveal him as the greatest athlete of all time; if he is in prison, 
however, he will not win the race: such things are revealed by the placement of 
I he planet in the chart, the accidental dignities and debilities. The 

.
study �f 

" ign ity and reception is, indeed, the key to astrology, and used wisely Will 
I I /Havel the most complex of situations. That it is all but forgotten by the 
, on temporary astrologer, and that having forgotten it, this astrologer still feels 
h i  Il1self capable of judging a chart, says much for the current state of the craft. 
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Aspects 

Once we have established our planets, we need to know what they are doing. In 
whatever form of chart we are examining, whether it be a trivial horary or a 
mundane chart of great moment, such as the birth of an empire, each planet 
will represent something specific, whether this is a fish or a tradesman as in our 
horary examples, or the Emperor or the rival nations in a mundane chart. As a 
general principle, a planet's position, both by house and by its own essential 
dignities, shows its power, the extent of its ability to act. The receptions, the 
various combinations of its own and other planets' dignities in which it falls, 
shows its inclinations and priorities, and so will indicate how it might choose 
to apply whatever power it has. The aspects between the various planets show 
occasion: what is, has or will be going on. 

A simple example from horary illustrates this. Suppose my question is, "Will 
I get the job?" If my planet is strong, it shows me well qualified for the position. 
My planet in dignities ruled by the job's planet, and vice versa, shows that I 
want the job and the job wants me. But with no aspect between our two 
planets, nothing will happen: the occasion will not arise. No matter how 
friendly I might be with the Chairman, and how much he might wish to 
employ me, perhaps the present incumbent of the relevant position decides not 
to leave after all, so nothing comes of it. As this example shows, the way in 
which we handle aspects is of immense importance in our judgement of the 
chart; it is not something which can be altered at whim. Yet this is exactly what 
has happened during the destruction of astrology. 

The tradition recognises four aspects: the trine (.�,,) of 120°, the sextile (*) of 
60°, the square (0) of 90° and the opposition (d') of 180°. The conjunction (0') 
is not technically an aspect, but to avoid unnecessary repetition will be treated 
as one from here forth. These are known as the ptolemaic aspects, as they are the 
only ones mentioned in Ptolemy's influential text-book, the Tetrabiblos. 1 The 
angle which determines the existence and nature of the aspect is nominally that 
formed at the Earth by lines extended from the Earth to each of the two planets 
in question, but the temptation to take this as literal truth has ensnared many 
astrologers over the centuries. The fact that the zodiac is an ellipse and not a 
circle results in these angles not being true: when two planets are astrologically 

1 Trans. F. E. Rohhins; pub. Heinemann, London, [940, pp. 71-5. 

I I I  n . l<. t �qua re , 1 1 11 im t . 1 I 1 <  , ' , t h .. )' . I re q u i t e  prohah ly no t  v isual ly exact ly  ')c/' 
, 1 1 1. 1 1 ' 1 . The i m po rt a n t  poi l l t  I.S t he pla nets' places in the zodiac: if Mars is at lO 
\,  orpio and Vcnus  is  a t  10 Aquari us, they are three signs (=90°) apart and there
l ore i n  square, no matter how th i s  may appear from our particular position on 
" ' a rt l l .  We must always remember that the cosmos is built from the outside in: 
t ry ing to remake it from the Earth up is bad philosophy and produces astrology 
t hat  does not work. 

Astrologers managed quite happily with these five aspects until the great 
. Istrologerlastronomer Kepler, with one foot in the tradition and one in the 
I l lodern world, dreamed up a series of others, now known as minor aspects. 
Kepler is a difficult character (as indeed he seems to have been) for both scien
t ists and astrologers. The scientists juggle unconvincingly with the conundrum 
, , j '  how a complete fool - for so he must have been to have devoted so much 
t i me to astrology - could discover the laws on which modern astronomy is 
I l l l lOded. Those few astrologers who care sufficiently for their tradition to inves
t i gate Kepler marvel at his construction of astronomical laws from platonic first 
principles, yet are forced to admit that he was in the end rather too much of a 
I l l athematician to be a sound astrologer. It is through these minor aspects that 
I I  is unfortunate intoxication with quantity is revealed. 

The ptolemaic aspects are formed by dividing the circle by two (opposition 
I SOO) , three (trine - 120°) , four (square - 90°) , and six (sextile - 60°) . There is a 
, LTtain numerological significance in this, but the numerology describes, it does 
I lot determine: to say that the square is as it is because it divides the circle in 
lour is equivalent to saying I am ill because I'm not well. In astrological terms, 
I he determining factor of the aspects is in the four quantities from which the 
I l l l iverse is made: hot, cold, moist and dry. Kepler's fascination led him to divide 
t he circle by five, eight, ten and twelve. As he explains, "These figures are 
L nowable and constructible. . .  they are also congruent,"2 and so they are -
' l l a thematically; astrologically, they are irrelevant. Modern astrologers have 
! ',one still further up the garden path, dividing the circle by nine and even other 
I l umbers that fail to satisfY the qualitative demand of dividing exactly into 360°. 
.\s some degrees of latitude, or orb, are allowed around the point of exactitude 
, ) 1 ' each aspect, it does not take many seconds of mental arithmetic to realise 
t h at once we have introduced this huge variety of minor aspects, virtually every 
, kgree forms some aspect with every other. 

Strangely enough, all these new aspects produce exactly that effect which was 
, ' x pected of them. We might wonder whether the modern astrologers have an 
' I nderstanding of platonic harmony exceeding even Kepler's, or whether these 
supposed effects are the products of some fertile imaginations, being matters of 
s l l ch triviality, expressed so vaguely, that it is impossible to ascertain whether 
t hey are true or not. 

, / I,,· / /,trIlWIIY oj' IIi,' Wllr/ri. p. \40; trans. Aiton, Duncan and Field; American Philosophical 
S O l' [(' I V .  l ' h i ladl' il'h i ,1 .  I')')? 
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the combmatlOns of hot, cold ,  moist and dry i l l  t l ll ' \ i /', 1 1 \  I ..  ' I W' '( ' I I whi"l i t  
works: .This elemental nature is what determi n L's how t he . I ,\P'" I w i l l  work. 
:urpnsIngly, the moderns, who are temperamentally unable 10 l Opl' wi th  the 
Idea of ?enefic and �alefic planets, divide aspects quite firmly into good and 
ba�. Tnne and sexule are good; square and opposition bad; conjunction 
vanable; t�e. myria

.
d legions o� minor aspects. line up on the side of their fancy. 

In :h� tradItiOn., tnne and sexule are easy whIle square and opposition are hard. 
ThIS IS not quite the same: a nice trine aspect with a malefic planet is most 
unpleasant. A difficult square to benevolent Jupiter is in most circumstances 
preferable to a trine with malefic Saturn. Given the choice of a sextile or an 

?PP?sition to Saturn, only the foolish would plump for the opposition, but that 
IS sull not enough to enable a sextile to be described as 'good' in itself. 

The �asi�st of aspects are the trines; this is so because they bring together 
planets In SIgns of the same element: planets in air signs (eg Libra) trine only 

�hose planets.tha: are i� other air signs (Gemini and Aquarius) . That is, a planet 
In a hot, mOIst SIgn tnnes others in hot, moist signs; cold and dry trines cold 
and dry; and so with the other two combinations. Through being in the same 
element, the . planets understand each other well; they have a great deal in 
common. It IS not unreasonable to expect them to get along easily. Sextiles 
bring together planets in signs of the same temperature (cold to cold and hot to 
hot) ; but uniting moist to dry rather than moist to moist and dry to dry shows 
that the planets lack the strength of understanding known by planets in trine. 
Square aspects join planets in signs of opposing temperature, giving a weaker 
bond than that where the temperatures are the same. In a horary chart, for 
example, an event shown by two planets in trine will happen easily; shown by 
the same two planets in square, it may still happen, but only after delays and 
problems. 

The opposition, like the sextile, joins planets in signs of the same tempera
ture, but here the tension between opposing forces is too great to unite them. 
Th� nature of the �pposition is to bring together and then break apart; it is the 
typiCal �spect of dIvorce. Quite :he contrary is the conjunction, which joins 
planets In exactly the same place In the zodiac. The contact here is even closer 
than in trine, as not only are the planets in signs of the same element, but of the 
s�m� 9uality (cardinal, fixed or mutable). Being in exactly the same planetary 
dlgnmes, we can see that their priorities are exactly the same. Best of all is if 
they unite in a sign where they both are strong - Moon and Venus in Taurus, 
perhaps - so they both have power and both share great interest in each other. 
Conjunction is 'coniunctio', a Latin word for conjugal contact, a point made 
e�en m�re clearly by the ?ther common seventeenth-century terms for conjunc
Uon: COItuS and copulatiOn. The two planets are one, which is why it is not 
technically an aspect, 

. 1 \  lovl' i l l l w a i l l 
I L td  t he l',\,\l' l l l l' h t l l  i l l  O I lL': 
' I wo d is l i I lL l� ,  d iv is ion none; 
Numbn therL' in love was slain." 

\ "  1 ' 1 '  I "  S ' 

I I  shows clearly the traditional idea of knowledge, much different from that 
wh ich is so called today, and vital for an understanding of astrology: conjunc
I iOIl is, literally, 'knowledge in the biblical sense', that is, to know because 
k l lower and known are become as one. It is this oneness that explains why the 
\ oll junction is not strictly an aspect: an aspect is literally (aspectus, Latin) a 
! ', 1ance, and you cannot glance at yourself.4 Conjunction brings the partici
pat i ng planets together easily, but as with all the aspects, how well these planets 
wi l l  get along together is determined by their own natures, their dignities and 
I h L' receptions they share. 

The fundamental importance of the four basic qualities in the understanding 
, . 1 aspect has been so much forgotten that the moderns now ignore all sign 
houndaries in deciding whether two planets are in aspect to each other. We may 
, t l low an orb around the exact point of aspect; this orb, however, stops dead at 
1 hL' end of a sign. If one planet were in the first degree of Taurus and another in 
I h L' fifth degree of Taurus, we would recognise them as conjunct. If one planet 
WLTe in the first degree of Taurus and another in the last degree of Aries, the 
1 1 lodern astrologer would recognise them as conjunct; but without the shared 
, ' k -ment and the shared quality of sign that brings their perfect understanding, 
I hL' idea of conjunction there - even though they are closer than the planets in 
our first example - is quite absurd. A man might try to achieve conjunction 
with his wife while she is in the next room, but unless one of them walks 
I h rough the door, he will find it quite impossible, and probably painful. The 
", I me applies to all the other aspects: planets must be in the appropriate signs for 
I h L' aspect to be formed; the flabby hanging over of aspects into the next sign to 
" I l i t  the astrologer's convenience is modern laxity and quite groundless. 

Similarly, it must be noted that in the tradition there is only one possible 
. I \pect between any two signs. A planet in Aries and a planet in Cancer can 
. I spect each other only by square - that is the nature of the signs in which they 
Ld l .  The plethora of minor aspects in use today gives planets the remarkable 
. Ih i l i ty to understand each other well at one point in a sign, yet barely at all a 
kw degrees further on in that same sign. Yet the elemental make-up of the pair 
I us remained unchanged. 

What we see here is evidence of a determination to ensure that any two 
planets can be drawn into some kind of aspect. This is simply not so; yet it does 
. t l low the astrologer scope to descant upon their supposed relationship. We shall 

\ Shakcspcare, The Phoenix and the Turtle 
, I t migh t also he mentioned that such modern 'minor aspects' as quincunx and semi-sextile are said 

I" \ ol l l i > i l lC  plallels i l l  signs which do not, i n  correct terminology, behold each other. If you do not 
1 ,, ' I ,old ,olllt'( i l i l lg  YOll cannot glancc at it, so thesc cannot be aspects, 
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of COurSL rLfra i n  ii'om suggLsti ng that t h is is i n  a l lY  W,I }' I ( 1 1 1 I 1 1 ' l 1 1 'l 1 w i d l d l l' 
modern astrological practice of charging read i ngs by t he 1 1 1 1 1 1 1. 1)1)" " of our 
thoughts and experiences are much the same as 99°;() of allyolle else\ t houghts 
and experiences; that with which we are - or, at least, ought to bL - concerned is  
the 1% that are distinctive, But the phantom glamour that attaches to our most 
trivial concerns when someone else starts talking about them allows the 
astrologer to present the 99% to us as jewels of high water, In fact, the same 
non-relation between the planets in our own chart that shows these concerns to 
be nothing but psychic wallpaper is the same non-relation that shows the same 
thing in someone else's chart. The points that are of interest are those shown by 
major aspects, and close ones at that. With the modern astrologer charging by 
the hour or the computer-generated 'chart-reading' of thirty or forty pages, we 
might compare the examples of natal judgments left by the ancient masters, 
which are commonly contained within a couple of paragraphs. There is no 
more purpose in delineating commonplace psychic ramblings than there is in 
informing the native that he has one head and one body. 

In the tradition, each planet is held to have an orb, an area of influence 
radiating around it like a force-field. When the orbs of two planets touch, 
whether bodily as in conjunction or in any of the angles that generate the other 
aspects, the planets are said to be in aspect. The closer they are within those 
orbs, the stronger the power of the aspect. In horary and in predictive natal 
work, where we are usually concerned with whether or not an event will take 
place, we are concerned primarily with exact aspects. If we are seeking explana
tions, causes, colourings - description rather than action - aspects that are not 
exact but are still within orb also become important: they show influence from 
one planet to another. The size of the orb varies from planet to planet: the Sun 
has the largest, Mercury the smallest. They are of indeterminate size, fizzling 
out gradually rather than coming to a dead stop at a particular distance from 
the planet, for which reason authorities quote slightly differing figures for their 
dimensions. Lilly's list is typical: 9-10 degrees for Saturn; 9-12 for Jupiter; 7-7.30 
for Mars; 15-17 for the Sun; 7-8 for Venus; 7 for Mercury; and 12-12.30 for the 
Moon.5 The moderns have decided that orbs do not exist - somewhat puzzling, 
as the New Age end of the astrological spectrum is quite happy with the idea of 
people having auras, yet planets, which we might expect to be objects of some 
presence, have none. The orbs, having been removed from the planets, which 
do exist, have been given to the aspects, which do not. As an aspect is only a 
relationship between two bodies, a line rather than a solid, it is hard to see how 
it can have a force-field around it while a body cannot. 

A sextile, for example, will be said to have an orb of a certain number of 
degrees, usually 4 or 6, while a trine will be given one slightly larger, maybe 6 or 
8 degrees. This will stay the same regardless of which planets are involved, 
except that the Sun and Moon are sometimes allowed a degree or two extra. So 

5 Lilly, op.cit. p. I07 
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, I  I r i l l t' ht' I WlTI l  1 ' 1 1 1 1 0 , 1 1 1 . 1  ( 1 1 1 1 ( 1 1 1  w i l l he altilrdLd t h L  same degn.'e of orb as a 
!ri l le  bt' tweell J l l p i t l' l  . 1 1 1 . 1  .'-i. I I  I I  I' l l .  This  a l lows everyone their tai r  share of 
d ra ma t i c  outer-pla llet aspects ,  Lven though the newly-discovered planets will 
\ lay w i t h i n  orb of thLse aspects for months or even years, rendering their partic
l I b r  significance in the life of any individual trivial. But we must all have our 
h i r share of dark and dramatic secrets, otherwise whyever should we want to 
, onsult an astrologer? The number of aspects and size of orbs which are 
;Issigned to them does mean that they tumble over each other: like a large 
l Iumber of overweight men squeezing into a lift, there simply is not sufficient 
room for them all within a circle of just 360°. But no matter - the meanings 
,mached to all of them are so vague and capacious that there can never be any 
h i nt  of contradiction. 

Rather than invent large numbers of new aspects of no consequence, a feat of 
which we might reasonably expect our ancestors, with the fascination for 
, omplex arithmetic evinced in the ancient texts, to have been capable, should 
I hey ever have found a need, the tradition used the five major aspects, but 
,Ipplied them in a manner congruent with the basis on which astrology is built. 
I 'he key to this is movement. That is why astrology works. That is what 

, Istrology studies. Movement. Without that, nothing. We are watching the 
motion of a series of spheres relative to ourselves and relative to each other. So it 
is surely implicit in whatever conclusions we draw from this watching that the 
, onsideration of this movement, not just of a series of apparently static points, 
, 11Ould be of consequence. Not so, the moderns tell us, having abandoned in all 
hut a very few limited usages any concern with this, to the extent that we find 
many 'qualified' graduates from astrological 'schools' who are quite unaware of 
even the simple fact of which planets move faster than others. The neglect of 
movement is probably not unconnected with the transfer of astrology from the 
,ky to the printed page: to someone familiar with the night sky, the movement 
of the planets is plain to see. Such familiarity on even a basic level is now a rarity 
, 1 I110ng astrologers, hence also the modern willingness to suppose invisible 
fragments of space-dust the equals of brilliant objects such as Jupiter or Saturn. 
' I 'he ignorance of how to distinguish between a major planet and the lights of a 
passing aircraft makes the night sky a confusing place! 

Movement has particular significance in the true understanding of aspects. 
Io ' i rst, we have the question of whether an aspect has already been made and is 
1 I0W separating, or has yet to be made and is now applying. As we have 
'l iggested above, there is an obvious difference between two things heading 
towards each other and the same two things moving apart. Movement also 
" l I ables planets which are not in aspect to influence each other, through the 
i l l tervention of a third party. As the planets move at different speeds, a swift 
pbnet can aspect a slower one, gather up its influence and carry it on to another 
, low-mov ing planet; or two swift planets which do not aspect each other may 
hot h  apply to aspect a third, slower, planet, which gathers their influence. It is 
, IS  i f' I want to go our with Donna, belle of the tenth grade; if ! can't find it in me 

'1 
I 
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to ask her mysd L 1 m igh t prevai l  upon one of my fri c l ld .\ I t l  l ' I I · , i I, i 1 \ ( "  h , . t l l l  I l ly 
behalf Both these astrological patterns, known resfKTt ively , 1 \  i 1 1e  lii/III /. llion 

and collection of light, show such third-party intervention, a suht kty  t hat has 
been lost by the moderns. As the third party exists outside our own psyche, he 
or she is obviously no longer of any interest to us. 

We are given the choice of a series of aspects based soundly in the structure of 
astrology, or an endless series of phantoms based on whim. If what we wish to 
do is to paint fantasy pictures of no substance, the phantom aspects serve our 
purpose well, as they can be manipulated at will without risk of bumping into 
any restrictive wall of reality. If we seek anything more from our astrology, we 
shall find it only by learning to use what is given: the products of our fancy will 
show us nothing other than our fancy. The great drawback of learning to use 
what is real is that is does demand a little effort, and confronts us from time to 
time with the inescapable realisation that we have got it wrong. Safer by far to 
stay with the lotus-eaters, wrapped numbly in the cotton-wool of minor aspects 
between asteroids. 

9 

Houses 

1 'he astrological chart is divided into sections known as houses, or, more 
p recisely, mundane houses, as these are the earthly reRections of the celestial 
/'OltSeS, or signs of the zodiac. Everything that exists in the world, tangible or 
i n tangible, past, present or future, real or imaginary, fits into one or other of 
I hese houses. The idea of houses in modern astrology is very different from that 
I I I traditional astrology and, indeed, this is one of the areas where we see the 
( I  i stortions of modern astrology most clearly. 

The idea of dividing the chart into twelve seems simple enough: twelve equal 
, I ices, just as if we were portioning out a cake; but the astrologer faces the same 
I Jroblem as the geographer, that of representing a spherical reality on a plane, 
I wo dimensional surface. Indeed, this understates the difficulty of the task, for 
( ) ur 'sphere' is based on the elliptical path of the zodiac and so is not strictly 
,pherical. We may set out to take twelve equal slices, but are soon faced with the 
, onundrum of 'equal, but how?' Do we divide our cake equally by size, or by 
I he number of cherries each portion contains? 

There are over a hundred different solutions to this problem, each giving its 
"i fferent method of dividing the chart; of these, only some half-dozen have ever 
I l LTn widely used. The differences between the others are, as we might imagine 
I rom their number, mostly trivial. These house systems fall into three main 
� ',roups: the chart is divided either according to time, according to space or in 
p urely symbolic terms. In the past, different systems seemed to co-exist quite 
happily; in more recent times, astrologers have found it necessary to beat each 
( , t her over the head in the attempt to prove that the system they are using is the 
( ) I l e  and only one that is correct. We might note that the increase in passion over 
house systems has proceeded hand in hand with a decrease in the ability to make 
, I l lY constructive use out of them, as evinced in concrete, verifiable astrology. 

The house system links celestial events to the Earth. We have already seen 
I \(lW the position of any planet is located against the sky by noting its celestial 
longitude. This position is the same from wherever it is seen on Earth. If the 
Moon is at 4 degrees of Pisces seen from Hawaii, it is at 4 degrees of Pisces seen 
I rom London. Obviously, however, its position relative to the observer varies 
1 10 m  p lace to place and according to the time of day. If this 4 Pisces Moon is 
h igh in the sky in London, it will be below the horizon of someone viewing the 
,ky at that same moment in Hawaii. The celestial longitude tells us where the 
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planets are relative to each other; what we are doing now I ." .,,,,·k l l l ! ', 1 0  . 1 1 I ,.,wn 
the question "Where is that planet relative to us - is i t  over I hne, m i  . ., il down 
there?" We must never forget that our astrological charts are not j ust p ieces of 
paper bearing symbolic glyphs: they are plans of what we can see in the sky if we 
step outside our door. 

There is no one 'correct' house system. Just as with geographers' cartograph
ical projections, every solution to the problem demands compromise. In a map 
of the globe, if we have the countries in  their  correct relative places, they will be 
the wrong shape and size; if we demand that their relative sizes be shown 
correctly, we cannot put them in exactly the right places. The projection to be 
used in any particular situation will be chosen according to the prevailing 
criteria, not because one is true and the other possibilities false. One projection 
might be chosen because it places my country at the centre of the world; 
another because it makes it seem comparatively big; another because it enables 
the world to be shown as a coherent rectangle that pleases the eye; or perhaps I 
just want to see clearly which train will take me from A to B. Similarly with the 
astrological houses: different systems are particularly suitable for different 
purposes. And some are suitable for nothing at all .  Some modern schools have 
dispensed with houses altogether, on the fashionable principle that "What I 
cannot understand cannot possibly be true." 

Many moderns use a symbolic division of the heavens called 'Equal House'. 
This takes the degree of the Ascendant as its starting point and s imply divides 
the astrological cake by cutting it at that same degree of each successive sign; so 
if the Ascendant falls at 10 degrees of Leo, the cusp of the second house will fall 
at 10 Virgo, the third at 10 Libra, and so on. Its proponents frequently claim 
that it is the ancient system used by Ptolemy and other astrologers of antiquity, 
a claim that proves nothing except their ignorance of Ptolemy and other 
astrologers of antiquity. It is a modern attempt to reduce astrology into terms 
accessible to children at first-grade level. As a purely symbolic division it no 
doubt tells us all sorts of fascinating things about the symbolic world so beloved 
of modern astrologers, but absolutely nothing about the real world which the 
rest of us inhabit. If all that we seek to know of our existence is what is 
contained within the pages of 'Janet and John and their Dog Spot', the Equal 
House system will serve our purpose. If not, we must look elsewhere. 1 

The system that was used by the ancients, and is still the prevalent system in  
Indian astrology, is known, slightly inaccurately, as 'whole-sign houses'. Here, 
the boundaries of sign and house coincide. So if our Ascendant is 10 degrees of 
Leo, Leo will be the first house, Virgo the second, Libra the third. To be exact, 
there are no houses as such, but only signs; all that falls within the second house 
is regarded as falling within the second sign. Treatment of the chart is rather 
different within this system, less emphasis being placed upon the degrees at 

, A recent client had previously had a 'psychological' natal reading from a modern astrologer using 
the Equal House system. When he complained that most of what he had been told was <Juite untrue. 
the astrologer replied, "This is how you would have been if you had not been raised hy yOJ l l' parC' l l l s . " !  

I I  ( )  I I  ., I ' " 'J l 

w h ith t h e  va riol l . ., , , 1 . 1 I 1 l · 1 ., 1 . , , 1 .  I l l l' l h a rt is read aga i n  and aga i n ,  each time from 
. , ., I igll l l y  d i f li:rcn t  pn"pl'lI iw,  u n t i l a comprehensive picture is constructed. In 
l i l t' hands ofa sk i l led ast ro loger, great accuracy can be achieved; but the western 
I Lld i t ion,  work i ng w i t h i n  a different culture, adopted different house systems 
I ( )  deal with its different priorities. 

I t i s  within this tradition that we find the distinction between houses divided 
hy time and by space. The prevalent examples of each are the Placidus and 
I{t'giomontanus systems. The Regiomontanus system divides the sky into equal 
( hunks, more or less as one would do by eye; Placidus divides the sky according 
1 0  the time the Sun takes to traverse it. Each Regiomontanus house covers thirty 
( kgrees of Right Ascension. Each Placid us house covers one sixth, by time, of 
I he Sun's journey from sun-rise to sun-set or vice versa. Much passion has been 
vented i n  attempts to establish which of these systems, or of others which 
resemble them, is superior, rather as much passion has been vented by football 
""pporters arguing the superiority of their favourite teams. Fortunately, like 
I ( )otball teams, house systems can be subjected to an acid test: some work and 
,ome do not, and no amount of debate will validate a system that fails to 
produce results. The horary charts in this book are cast by the Regiomontanus 
'vstem; all others by Placidus. These both work well for their various purposes, 
which is not to suggest that there are not others which are also of value. 

The Regiomontanus system is named after the fifteenth-century mathemati
l i a n  and astrologer, Johann Muller, who used 'Regiomontanus' ('King of the 
Mountains') as a pseudonym; Placidus takes its name from the seventeenth
l l'l1tury monk Placidus de Tito. Both systems had been in use long before the 
I i me of their adoptive fathers. De Tito's astrological writing is notable mainly 
I ( ) r  reaching depths of turgidity which even the great Ptolemy failed to plumb; 
despite this, it succeeded i n  popularis ing this system, which is now probably the 
1 I 10st widely used of all. This extreme elevation owes more to h istorical accident 
I han  any recognition of its merits, tables calculated by this method being the 
( Hles that the editor of Raphael's Ephemeris, the best-selling of such publications, 
happened to have to hand when he decided to include such tables in his annual 
work. 

So much for the method by which the chart is divided; let us now consider 
what is placed in each of the divisions. Everything that there is fits i n  
,omewhere, so a complete listing would carry on indefinitely; but each house 
has certain main themes. Knowing which house is associated with each thing 
we consider is - or, at least, was - the first essential step in astrological 
judgment, without which nothing else can have meaning. William Lilly is 
I ypical in  requiring as the first priority after the basic ability to set the chart, 
I hat his student should be 'very perfect in knowing the nature of the Houses, 
I ha t  he may better discover from what house to require judgment upon the 
quest ion propounded.' 2 Simply put, if we do not know which house governs 

, Chris/iflll As/m/ogJl, To The Reader', second page; 1647, London. Reprinted Regulus, London, 
" IX I .  
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the thing we are talking about, we have only a O l l t' i l l  I w( ' lv ( ' , 1 1 . 1 1 1 1  " 01 looki l lg 
in the right place in the chart to draw judgment UpOI l  i l ;  WI' ,,1 1 1 , " 1 . 1  1 10 1 , t hen ,  
be surprised if our judgments are i ncorrect. Tampering wilh  I h i ,,, ha" ic  knowl
edge is akin to polluting a well; yet this the moderns 1110st gleefully do, 
remaking the chart after their own ephemeral preoccupations without regard 
for truth. 

Let us consider a typical modern list of house concerns:3 

1st house: self 
2nd: possessions 
3rd: expression 
4th: home 
5th: pleasure 
6th: service 
7th: partners 
8th: sex 
9th: exploration 
10th: career 
lIth: friends 
12th: spirit. 

Reducing the houses to just one word is an impossibility; but no matter how 
many words are used, there would always be room for more, thus we have no 
quarrel with the necessary abbreviation of this list. But even this truncated 
form, a mere twelve words, which we might have hoped would leave little scope 
for error, reveals major and decisive misconceptions abour the fundamental 
nature of the chart. Without applying any astrological knowledge at all, we 
might raise an eyebrow at the divorce of sex from both pleasure and partners (let 
us be grateful it has not been located in the house of career); a knowledge of the 
astrological tradition shows that some of these house meanings have been 
assigned apparently at random. Unsurprisingly, it is the unpleasant houses 
which have been most distorted by the moderns, as in the fairy-land of contem
porary astrology nothing that is not sugar-coated is allowed admittance. The 
sixth house has nothing to do with service; the eighth has nothing to do with 
sex and the twelfth has nothing to do with the spirit. Absolutely nothing. 
Under any circumstances. Not even in your chart, no matter how much you like 
the look of those twelfth house planets. The sixth, eighth and twelfth houses are 
not nice and that is the end of it. To the modern astrologer, interested in 
nothing other than reassuring his client that everything in the psychic garden is 
lovely, the idea that there are some unpleasant happenings in life is utterly 
unacceptable, and he has remade astrology to prove his point. 

The first house is indeed the house which shows the person in question. It 
extends from the Ascendant, the eastern horizon, the point at which the divine 

" Taken from Astrology Source CD Rom, Mulricom Publishing, 1993-6 
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· ' I '.l Il t' l l l er" I h t' 1 1 I a l l· lI .d  hod v. \I ' hy ex t ensio l l i t  is a lso 'the sh ip  that you sai l  
I I I ' , whet hn I ha l  "hi l '  he . 1  I l I t',I I l" of transport or the 'earthly vehicle' . In a 
I lo r; try chart, it show" I h e  persol l  asking the question; in a birth-chart i t  is the 
I 'lT'oon hil11self� and as such in a way contains all the rest of the chart; in a 
I l l l i ndane chart it represents the general state of affairs of that country. From the 
I I  r'o t house we describe the person, both physically - even to the extent of telling 
where they have marks, scars or tattoos - and as a personality. It is common 
I ,  ,day to take the description of both body and nature from the Sun-sign, but 
I h is is quite fanciful. The man you meet at a party who gazes at you intently 
. l lld announces "You must be a Taurus" is no more to be believed than the one 
who tells you ''I'm sure we were lovers in a in a past life." The sign in which the 
<" 1 1  n falls has little to do with appearance, and usually only those who are the 
VtTy closest to us will be vouchsafed a glimpse of our true Sun-sign nature. Bur 
'i l l n-signs are so much more convenient, as everyone knows what theirs is, and 
I I I  the battle between truth and convenience modern astrologers hold an 
honourable place in the front rank of the army of convenience. 

The indicators of physical appearance are the sign on the Ascendant; the 
1 , lanet ruling that sign and the sign in which it falls; planets close to the 
/\scendant; the Moon and the sign in which that falls; all of these being 
, oloured by planets with which they are in aspect. The Sun plays only the most 
I l l inor role, unless it happens to fall into one of the above categories. 
l lnfortunately, you are unlikely to impress anyone by leering at them and 
I l l forming them sagely "Your rising-sign is Aquarius," as chances are they don't 
" 110W what it is themselves. You would, however, be far more likely to be correct 
I I I your ascription than you would in guessing their Sun-sign. 

The primary indication of the second house is resources and possessions. 
\ strology uses a definition of possession that is no longer current in western 

\I ,ciety, much to our loss, but otherwise this is self-explanatory. For astrological 
purposes, you can possess something only if it is inanimate and you can move it 
. lhout. It may be quite obvious that I do not own my cat, bur I don't own my 
, log either, whatever his opinion on this might be. Nor do I own my employees, 
I l or even my slaves, even though they are, in a sense, 'mine'. The mobility 
requirement means that I do not own either land or property, no matter how 
1 l 1 any deeds of title I might possess, nor how much I have paid for it. And 
whatever the adverts may tell me, I can never own a star! 

The third is the house of siblings, neighbours and communications. It thus 
I l l cludes rumours and gossip; short journeys; phone, fax and post; the native's 
" wn ability to articulate his thoughts. That cars are nowadays routinely ascribed 
10 the third house demonstrates the lack of logical process that besets contem
porary astrology, the idea that a vague feeling of benevolence towards the 
I I l l iverse is sufficient substitute for the ability to think straight. Here, as in many 
01 her circumstances, we see a confusion between the object and what is done 
with that object. My car is my possession, hence second house; it is the journey 
I make i n  it that is a third house matter. The only feasible circumstance that 
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would cause a car to be located i n  the t h i rd is i f  Wl' were judgl " !'o i l l l '  ! ' 1 I i 1 I -chart 
of one car and wanted to know how well it got along w i t h  i t.\  IHot hns and 
sisters, After thirty years of practice, I have yet to do this, 

With the fourth house we enter an area of serious controversy: in the red 
corner, astrology; in the blue, political correctness. The fourth is the house of 
land, property and - through two thousand years of accurate written tradition -
the father. The tenth, being the house opposite the fourth, is the father's 
partner, the mother. This is no longer acceptable. Modern astrologers are 
divided between those who reverse these two houses, giving the fourth to mum 
and the tenth to dad, and those who assign them according to which is the 
'dominant parent' . So who is your dominant parent? It may be en vogue to 
suggest that we can dispense with the services of one or other parent, but the 
briefest reflection on the idea of 'dominant parent' reveals how baseless it is. So 
Mum brought you up single-handed; your father left before you were born and 
has never been seen since; this supposedly makes Mum the dominant one - yet 
you have your father's build, your father's temperament, your father's manner. 
Which of us is so subtle he can justly decide which is the 'dominant parent' of 
any child? The very fact of one's absence can arguably have a greater effect than 
the years of careful nurture from the other, regardless of what physical and 
temperamental legacies may have been bequeathed. 

Apart from being theoretically indefensible, the reversal of houses simply 
does not work; hence the growing trend to assign them according to 
'dominance' (a factor quantifiable only by the modern astrologer's own social 
ideology) . Why the heavens should rearrange themselves according to 
prevailing concepts of social correctness is a question the answer to which can 
presumably be found somewhere in California. The original decision to reverse 
the houses comes from a strange and deformed creature of darkness known as 
The Alphabetical Zodiac, to which it is time our gentle reader was - with all 
due regard for his safety - introduced. Like some loathsome beast of fable, this 
creature has spawned a numberless brood of hideous offspring, who are respon
sible for the greater part of the nonsense that is pandered in the name of 
astrology today. 

Being based on the repetition of a very few straightforward principles, we 
might have thought that astrology was simple enough, and so it has been found 
throughout most of its history. Not simple enough, however, for modern 
consumption. Having three sets of variables, planets, signs and houses, is far too 
confusing; so they can be rendered down into one amorphous mass by the 
application of a simple formula: planet = house = sign. The first house, then, is 
the same as Aries, is the same as Mars; the second = Taurus = Venus; and so on. 
The association of houses and signs in the order 1-12 and Aries - Pisces respec
tively does have its foundation in the tradition, but in one specific context and 
that alone: that of the human body and its ailments. Both Aries and the first 
house relate to the head, Taurus and the second to the neck and thus through 
the signs until Pisces and the 12th which relate to the feet. The con nection is  

I I  ( )  I I  \ I \ 'I ' 

I lot made i l l  a l lY "i l l l ' l  ( I l l  I l I w, t . l l l l l'S, a l ld w i th t h e  appl ication of a smal l  
. I I l Hl U l l t  ()f k l l ( )wlnlge .\( )  doi l lg L1 I 1  easi l y  be seen to be wrong. 

With a l i ttle s le igh t of m i nd,  we can make a plausible case for connecting 
Aries,  Taurus and Cemini with the first three houses. Cancer, however, has no 
l onnection with fathers: it is a feminine sign, ruled by the Moon. Neither does 
it have any connection with agriculture, property, mines, buried treasure or any 
other traditional fourth house concern. As is the contemporary trend, rather 
t han seeking to understand what already exists, which necessarily i nvolves 
changing ourselves, we cast that carelessly aside and impose our own foolish 
preconceptions of how, in our naievity, we think things ought to be. So Mum 
(Cancer, Moon) gets the fourth house. It is hard to understand the cries of 
hafflement from modern astrologers at the scientists' refusal to understand 
astrology, when they are behaving in exactly the same way themselves. Children 
of our times, indeed. 

The house/sign connection becomes all the more untenable with the fifth 
house, the house of children. This would correspond to Leo. Leo is traditionally 
known as a 'barren' sign, and its appearance in the fifth house is one of the 
strongest indications that the native shall not have children. 

The second part of the equation, that which ties planets to houses, is - if 
possible - even more baseless. We start with Mars in the first house, for the sole 
reason that it happens to rule Aries. So it does; yet throughout the tradition this 
has never seemed a reason for placing it in the first house, for Mars does not 
start anything. In whatever scheme of the cosmos, geocentric or heliocentric, 
Mars sits in the middle. The tradition associates Saturn with the first house, as 
t he outermost of the planets, and thence works through the cosmic spheres in 
t heir natural order, which, as we shall see, equates exactly with the meanings of 
the houses. 

The simple one-to-one formulation of the Alphabetical Zodiac has, on the 
neat democratic principle of one planet - one sign (it is reassuring to see the 
heavens pulling themselves together and adopting modern political creeds) , 
caused the recently discovered planets Uranus, Neptune and Pluto to be roped 
i 11 to serve their turn as house-rulers, becoming associated with Aquarius, Pisces 
;1 I1d Scorpio respectively, signs with whose traditional meanings the arbitrary 
significations assigned to these planets have not the slightest connection. Even 
with their assistance, poor Venus and Mercury still have each two signs/houses 
w ith which to deal; the state of fatigue to which this has reduced them, as they 
race from one to other in desperate attempt to keep up, perhaps explains the 
palpable shortage oflove and reason in the modern world. 

Apart from the absence of any true justification, the Alphabetical Zodiac 
s i mply does not work, as evidence of which we may note the inability of 
modern astrology to make accurate, specific prediction. While there are serious 
(,t hical reasons why we should not predict, the demonstrable ability to do so 
\llOuld we so wish remai ns the acid test by which astrological theory stands or 
hils , 
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The fifth is the house of children, plcasur� and,  an o il l i l lj', 1 0  W i l l i , 1 I 1 l  l . i l ly, 
'ale-houses and taverns' .4 Here again we find confus ion . The ,\('ve l l t h  hOllS�, 
both ancients and moderns agree, is the house of the 's ign i fican t ot h n' ;  but 
where do we locate the insignificant other, the brief romance, the mistress, the 
one night stand? The heavens, which we might have supposed fully occupied 
reorganising themselves to keep up with changing social and political trends, 
seem able to adapt themselves at will to the personal morality of whichever 
astrologer happens to be writing about them. There is an immensely flexible 
dividing-line between the 'serious' relationships in the seventh and what goes 
on in the fifth, while even the most libertine astrologers neuter all these 
relationships, long-term or fleeting, by locking sex safely away in the eighth 
house. None of that in my zodiac, if you please! 

The more straitlaced the astrologer, the more restrictive becomes the seventh 
house, the more capacious the fifth. But the true distinction between the two 
has nothing whatever to do with morals and everything to do with the division 
between object and function that we have seen causing problems before. The 
person belongs to the seventh house, the activity to the fifth. So whether she be 
wife or blind date, she is seventh house; while the ale-house or tavern to which I 
may take her are fifth: the one is the person, the other what I do when with this 
person. These activities include sex, which belongs naturally to the house of 
children - and of pleasure, though evidently not in astrological circles. 

The sixth is the first of the unpleasant houses that modern astrologers have 
found necessary to whitewash to avoid any trace of unpleasantness polluting the 
toyland in which they dwell. It is now known as the House of Service, which is 
a revealing attribution, as in our narcissistic world the idea that we might be of 
service to anyone is evidently deeply unpleasant and belongs in this unfortunate 
house. It is also known as the House of Health; throughout the tradition it has 
been the House of Illness, a different thing altogether. 

The sixth is the house of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune; of all 
the nasty things life does to us without our in the slightest deserving them; the 
general problems of life, significantly located next to the seventh, the house of 
other people, as it is usually they who are responsible for them. It contrasts with 
the twelfth house of self-undoing, which, situated next to the first house, shows 
the foolish things we manage to inflict upon ourselves. The most important of 
the many monsters who dwell here is Ill-health. The tradition sees illness as a 
trial of strength between the sixth house and the first, house of the vital spirits 
of the nature. The sixth is the house of service, but only in one specific sense: it 
shows our slaves and servants - so if I have recurrent problems with tradesmen, 
I should expect to identify the underlying cause of these from the study of my 
sixth house. But if I am a servant, my job is located in the same house of career 
as anyone else's: the tenth. After all, everyone who works is in service to 
someone, or we should never be paid. 

4 ' op. Clt. p. 53 
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Th� seventh 110 I I  " l' t l ) ( '  I I H " I (,( I 1 ,\ have left un ch anged . This is th� house of 
't he ot  her person' ,  p.l l t  i l l darly w ll1eone with whom we are closely bound, 
whe t hn through love , business partnership or enmity; but it is also the house of 
. I I 1 Y  other, anyone who does not fit into one of the specific categories elsewhere 
I I I  t he  chart. 

The eighth is traditionally the house of death. Our modern brethren inform 
l i S that since the birth of the true Messiah, Carl jung, death is no more. Modern 
I ('xt-books of astrology tell the student in no uncertain terms that under no 
, i rcumstances should they ever suggest to their client that they might not be 
J l I l 1l10rtal. Speaking of death is the sin greater than all others. Yet in the past, the 
" rdiction of death was an essential preliminary to the judging of the natal 
, hart: there is little point in promising true love, fame and happiness for 
Wednesday if the native will die on Tuesday. Ptolemy writes, "The considera
I ion of the length of life takes the leading place among inquiries about events 
lo l lowing birth, for, as the ancient says, it is ridiculous to attach particular 
" rcdictions to one who, by the constitution of the years of his life, will never 
m ai n  at all to the time of the predicted events."5 Death is, indeed, the one 
" rediction that an astrologer can make with a reasonable certainty of being 
I (mect: the timing may be out, but they will at least get the event right. But as 
I he judgement of birth-charts today involves little more than the intense 
I I l utual contemplation of the client's navel, it is not difficult to understand why 
I kath should be rigorously excluded, introducing as it does a harsh chill of 
I ( 'al ity into the benign numbness of the consultation. 

Our ancestors, blinded by ignorance and superstition, held the opinion that 
, l('ople do die, and that, as this is an event of considerable significance in the 
I t i l" it is only reasonable that the astrologer should direct some attention 
I ( ,wards it. Being of some importance, it is not unreasonable that it should 
\\. I rrant a house in the astrological chart. Now that death has been abolished, 
' J (  )wever, the modern astrologer finds a gaping hole in the chart where the 
l lghth house stands. To fill this void, sex has been transformed into an eighth 
I J( ,use matter; somehow the human race managed to procreate through several 
I l l i l lennia of misunderstanding. The propagators of this relocation make much 
' "  t he Elizabethan poets' usage of 'die' as a euphemism for orgasm to point a 
I onnection between sex and death. This emphasis and the conclusions drawn 
1 1 0 m  it suggest a rather shaky understanding of the concept of metaphor: in 
l . I. \C our gentle reader is in any doubt, the bedrooms of Elizabethan England 
\\,lT� not filled with the corpses of decaying poets. 

I :or most modern astrologers, all sex belongs in the eighth house. Some, 
I lowever, limit the eighth to 'orgasmic' sex, apparently having invented some 
t ,t her kind which they consign to the fifth house. Yet strangely this presumably 
l ion-orgasmic sex manages to produce children (the main topic of the fifth 
I i ol lsc) whil� the orgasmic variety does not. Some distinguish between 

. ( ' I " "d i"" 1 ' 1 , , 1l' I l ,y . / i-mt/li/,/m. I I' .  R"hhi ll,'. l !ci l ll'll lal l l l ,  '<)40. p 27 1 .  
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'orgasmic' (eighth) and ' recreational' sex (fifth ) ,  ev idc l l t l y O i l  t i l l '  1 1 1 1 l 1 1' l '> l .l l Id i l ig 
that sex is recreational only if something goes wrong, Bu t le t  u\ d 1. 1  W ,I  d iSLTeet 
veil over whatever this confusion might reveal about the world of t he modern 
astrologer. 

The ninth, we are told by our representative modern, is 'exploration'. It is 
known traditionally as the House of God, as it concerns those activities which 
most obviously draw us close to Him: religion in all its forms; knowledge and 
learning; dreams and visions. As such it is the most important house in the 
chart, as from there we draw much of our information about the quality of faith 
the native possesses. The purpose of judging the natal chart is  to assess the 
strengths and weaknesses of the nature i n  the light of the potentials revealed by 
this house: all else is just decoration. It is also concerned with long journeys: the 
third, as we have seen, covers the mundane trivial journeys of our daily round 
(at an extreme, the trip to the bathroom would be included there) ; the ninth 
concerns the longer journeys, each one of which is an image of that one journey 
to the D ivine. 

Apart from being, as we have seen, the house of the mother, the tenth is, in  
both modern and traditional astrology, the house of  the king, of the boss in  
whatever situation we are considering, of  the native's career. This is a significant 
point, as these few words rubbish the great majority of all the supposed scien
t ific tests of astrology. The career, in traditional astrology, is judged by weighing 
the tenth house, the planet that rules it, planets that happen to fall in it, and 
Mercury, Venus and Mars. This is a fine selection, bur in most charts will not 
involve the Sun. Scientists - such as the astronomer Paul Couderc, to whose so
called research we have previously referred - commonly take a list of b irth-dates 
from which they conclude that there is no correlation between sun-sign and 
profession. As nowhere in  the tradition and only at the newspaper end of the 
modern spectrum do astrologers claim that there is any such connection, 
whatever foolishness this research reveals is not within astrology. 

The eleventh house the moderns have left largely untouched, continuing to 
see i t  as the house of friends and friendship. In the tradition, it is also the house 
of hopes and wishes, as one's hopes are, whether on real or metaphoric level, the 
gift (second house) of the king (tenth house) , that is, they are located in the 
king's house of possessions, or the eleventh. 

The third of the unfortunate houses is the twelfth, so here too the moderns 
have found it necessary to subject truth to major cosmetic surgery i n  order to 
avoid any dirty footprints in their squeaky-clean Walt D isney world. According 
to William Lilly, the twelfth is the house of "private Enemies, of Witches, great 
Cattle, as Horses, Oxen, Elephants, &c. Sorrow, Tribulation, Imprisonments, 
all manner of affliction, self-undoing, &c. and of such men as maliciously 
undermine their neighbours, or inform secretly against them."6 We have 
nothing against Horses, Oxen, Elephants, &c, - nor, perhaps it must be 

6 op. cit, P 56 
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po i l l t cd Ol l t ,  d id l i l l y ( ) )  d ll' t l.id i t io l l  i l l  wh ich h\: was work i llg - but o therwise 
1 1 1 l' l O l l t C l i t S  of t h i ,\ hOl l ,\l' arc Not  N ice. Li l ly has made no mention of things 
\pir i t ua l ,  havi l lg t reat ed of  t hem in the house where they belong: the ninth. The 
1 1 100ierns, however, h ave remade the twelfth as the house of the spirit. We might 
' i l spect that it is only this relocation of spiritual matters into what is the most 
I l I l I'cdeemedly difficult and negative of the houses of the horoscope that enables 
I l lodcrn astrologers to maintain the almost pathological level of delusion that 
k,lds them to claim - apparently in all seriousness - that the modern world is 
! ', rowing ever more spiritual at a great and constant pace. 

Unless there are some specific circumstances (close aspect or strong recep
I ion)  that enable them to do otherwise, planets falling in the twelfth house find 
I i l l' greatest difficulty in acting. It is like a dark well into which planets fall - we 
i t ear the distant echo of their voices cal ling from deep within, but can do little 
I "  help them get out. Explaining this to audiences of modern astrologers is, we 
I l . lve found, productive of vehement and lasting hostility. In the assignment of 
I "  ld i ly parts to the astrological houses, the twelfth rules the feet, and any discus
, lO ll of it i n  real terms is guaranteed to tread hard on someone's corns. It is a 
, kl icate spot, for it reveals the fatuity of the prevailing modern belief that "I am 
I lopdess at life, so I must be deeply spiritual". With many planets in the 
I lVl, lfth, there is every l ikelihood (with the above rider) that the native is 
I H l peless at life; the second part of the equation does not, however, follow. As 
, , I l l  be seen from its true position within  the chart, spirituality is a part of l ife, 
I H I t  a consolation prize for those who drop out of it. The twelfth "can also" a 
I I l odern informs us, " indicate a deep service for Humanity;"? for modern 
1 " \  rologers are all psychic  warriors battling selflessly on mankind's behalf This 
" rvice i s  'deep' because it is  conducted while sitting at home in isolation with 
' "  I noticeable effect on anyone. As the house of secrets and self-undoing, the 
I '\l' lfth is also the house of masturbation - psychic or otherwise. 

I 'h is distortion of the meanings of the houses has at root the determination 
, "  I l lodern astrologers to keep everything in their world sugary-sweet, to ensure 
t l l . l t  their confection offers a wholly pleasurable experience for both client and 
1 " 1  rologer, regardless of its lack of any nutritional content. The true relationship 
1 . ( 'I ween planets and houses has been suppressed in order to perpetuate the 
I ' , I rody of astrology that is the Alphabetical Zodiac. 

As the first of the planets, Saturn's association with the first house - now 
" ',mped by Mars - should be obvious. The first shows the incarnation, the 
, I I  \ ry of spirit i nto flesh, which very act is symbolised by Saturn. Saturn is the 
I l t in  of material nature per se and of the s ignificant parts of the body in partic
I d, 1  r: the bones that support it, the skin that is its external boundary, and the 
, , , i l l ts that are its points of articulation. Jupiter is second planet, and so associ
I I  ( '( I wi th the second house. As planet of prosperity and fortune, this is not 
I I l . 1ppropnate. Mars, rather than with the first, is associated with the third 
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house; M ars is natura l  ruler of bro t hers, onL' or t he 1 1 1 , 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 l', l l l l l q ',' I I I t i l l '  t h i rd,  
and is the impulse behind commun ication , Mercury has i I. ,  I lhvll l l l S  L O l l l l l'uioll  
with the actual voicing of any message, but Mars is the impu lse lwh i lld i t ,  the 
desire that makes the communication happen, 

In complete reversal of the groundless modern association of the Moon and 
Cancer with the fourth, the tradition gives the Sun, The Sun is the archetypal 
father, and so the fourth is the house of father, Maybe the moderns doubt that 
the Sun is the dominant planet, After the Sun comes cuddly l ittle Venus, a most 
appropriate planet for the fifth house of 'Pleasure, Delight and Meriment',8 and 
then Mercury, natural ruler of servants, who holds the sixth, the house of 
servants. The Moon, eternal symbol of the heavenly marriage, is associated with 
the seventh house of close relationships, When we consider that the Ascendant, 
directly opposite the seventh cusp, is above all else the point of sun-rise, we 
begin to see the beauty of this natural pattern, poising Sun and Moon, the 
masculine and feminine, the divine and the created, in their perfect harmony. 
The distinction is the same as confused the moderns in  trying to separate 
seventh and fifth houses: they give Venus to the seventh; but it is the Moon that 
gives the principle of partnership  (seventh house) , Venus (fifth house) is the 
lovey-dovey we do within  that principle, 

Unlike the moderns, when the tradition ran out of planets it found no need 
to invent new ones, but simply ran through the pattern again. So Saturn, which 
saw us into life in the first house, sees us out of it in the eighth; Saturn, Lord of 
boundaries, of beginnings and endings, of death and the grave, As Saturn is also 
ruler of all dark and unpleasant places, it is no surprise to find that the eighth 
house is, on the house by house ascription of body parts, associated with the 
excretory system. The reproductive system, reasonably enough, belongs to the 
seventh, house of marriage, saving us from the manifold perversions the 
moderns suggest with their fanciful confusion of eighth house, Pluto and 
Scorpio. 

The n inth is the house of faith, and so is naturally associated with the next 
planet, Jupiter, natural tuler of religion, priests, teachers and the like, In Indian 
astrology, Jupiter is known as 'Guru', which makes the point exactly, The tenth 
is the house of career, and belongs to Mars, As with the third, the important 
point is the energetic impulse that makes us go out and conquer, for our career 
is our conquering of our own little empire, The eleventh house is nowadays 
held to take its nature from Uranus and Aquarius, so shows the native's altru
istic desire to help the community, Rather than delving into the realms of 
fiction with the newly-discovered planets, we might content ourselves with 
giving the Sun its rightful place in  this house, through which we find astrology 
within itself asserting its own limitations; for the eleventh is the house of the 
servants to the king - so if the Sun, mightiest of planets, 'Lord of Life', is but 
the servant, how mighty indeed and splendid must be He who Rules. 

8 Lilly, up, cit. p 53 
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h n a l ly, t he t WL'l I t h  h l l l l Sl ' :  Nl'pt l l n l' ,  acuml ing  to moderns, �(H i t  Ilts wd l 
l i l L' i r  s tra ngL' u ndn,'t .l I l l l i n g  or sp i ri tual i ty, The house of self-undoing, 
" L ord i ng to the t rad i t io n ,  and as such ruled of course by Venus, the cuddly 
1 I I I I ld le  of fUl l  that we found in the fifth house being transformed into the 
" , 'd "ctive temptations of the twelfth, 

This  pattern of relation between planets and houses, the root of which leads 
I ' , I L k to the distinction and connection between the potential of the twelve and 
I hL' articulation through time of the seven, makes plain the true meanings of the 
h O l lses, which are thus seen to be connected unalterably with the structure of 
l i l L' cosmos, This is not some random attribution of meaning in which things 
1 1 . lve been dumped at whim into one or other of a collection of twelve baskets. 
, \ 1 ,0 laden with significance is the second scheme of association between planets 
, l l ld houses, which gives the now neglected system of the joys of the planets, in 
IIh ich each planet is said to joy in finding i tself in one particular house. 

The joys of the planets are these: Mercury joys in the first house, the Moon in 
i l I L' third, Venus in the fifth, Mars in the sixth, the Sun in the ninth, Jupiter in 
l i l L' eleventh and Saturn in the twelfth. In practical terms, when judging the 
, hart any planet falling in the house of its joy gains in strength. If in the house 
" I 'posite, it is weakened. It gains in strength because this house is the appro
I " i ate place for it to be; it is there that i t  can best display its true nature. Again, 
I I I i s  takes us back to the basic meanings of the planets and houses. 

Mercury joys i n  the first house because its nature is as the articulation 
I h rough time: discursive reason. In a way, it thus contains the function of the 
' I hole of creation - the articulation of potential into form that is carried out by 
I I I L'  movements of the seven planets, for which reason it is the symbol of Man, 
I I l l' Crown of Creation. Mercury is thus a reflection, on a 'lower' plane, of the 
\\iord, through which all was created. In the first, the house of the body, we 
1 1 . lve the Word made flesh that is creation. In practical terms, the first house is 
I I l l' initiating point of whatever action has inspired the casting of the chart, 
\\ h ich action is one example of the articulation of potential into material form. 

' [ 'he Sun, the light of truth, presides over the chart from the ninth house, the 
l i t  1 l 1Se of religious faith, vision and knowledge. Its partner, the Moon, is at 
I I ( .me in  the opposite house, the third, from where it reflects the light of truth 
, , 1 1 0  our daily round, as shown in the house of short, trivial journeys. When 
I I( . th Sun and Moon are i n  their favoured places they are opposite each other, so 
I I I L' Moon is at full, and thus reflects all that it is able of the light of the Sun. It is 
I t i led with the light of Heaven, and as such has no room left for anything of i ts 
I ,\Vn:  it is become 'the handmaid of the Lord', fulfilling its role perfectly. 

Venus, the spirit of love, joys in the fifth. At one level we find love working 
I l l 'rL' in its most obvious form as sex and procreation; but the fifth is also the 
1 I < I l 1Se of messengers and ambassadors, which display the basic drive to concilia
l ion wi th  one's fel low man. The other benefic, Jupiter, holds the opposite, 
, 'kvl'I1 th , house. This  is the house of hope, where Jupiter's presence demon
.. t Ll t es t h e  sound ness or O l l l" hope i n  the D ivi ne. In material terms, we see the 
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eleventh as the house of 'gifts from t he k i ng' O i l  W l l l l I !  w,' dqH' l Id r i ll' pell l l i l'� 
from heaven which shower upon us, even i l l  l h l' I 1 1ml 1 1 \ I I .d  \l' I l Sl' ( )f t he  
eleventh as (second house from the tenth) our boss's mOlley a l ld so  our  wages. 
Midway between the houses of the Divine and of the articulated moment - or 
the 'Now' of the chart - this is where we see the immediate practical interven
tion of the Almighty to constantly uplift and sustain us. 

Our comprehension of the malefic planets, Mars and Saturn, and their place
ment in the chart is seriously hampered by our innate conviction that their 
effects have nothing whatever to do with us, but are the result of some malign 
conspiracy to deprive us of our just deserts. In this sense, they are indeed quite 
at home in the unfortunate sixth and twelfth houses. But to think thus is to 
miss the point. The twelfth is the house of sin, of our own misdoings; Saturn, 
the planet of restraint, is the most useful tool which we might find there. The 
sixth is the apparently random unpleasantness and nastiness of others and the 
world. Mars is the sword which we may take up to fight against it, and thus 
provides the will to do good. Mars can be either the disease, or the surgical 
intervention that rids us of the disease; so also with Saturn: either the burden of 
sin that imprisons us, or the discipline that restrains the sin and frees us from it. 
The choice is ours. Whichever planet it is, if it is in its joy, we are most easily 
able to avail ourselves of its working at its best. 

As Lilly said, a clear understanding of the houses is vital if correct judgement 
is to be made; knowledge cannot be replaced by ignorance and preconceptions. 
Or, rather, as the existence of the modern forms of astrology proves, it can; but 
they cannot fulfil the same role. Not only do they not work, but they also 
destroy the connections between houses, planets and signs that provide a 
profound understanding of the wonders of creation and its connection with the 
Creator. 

1 0  

Electional Astrology 

It 0 m horary, the next step in our astrological hierarchy is the art of elections, of 
, I loos i ng the best moment to act. "Oh goody," we think; "Can you elect the 
1 I J ( ) \n�nt for me to buy a winning lottery ticket?" "Probably not," is the disap
I It " n tmg answer; for we can elect nothing the possibilities of which are not 
.. \ town in the birth-chart, so if the potential for acquiring sudden wealth is not 
I I I  your nativity, no elected chart will bring you a winning lottery ticket. This 
I ( sponse invariably brings disparagement upon the astrologer's head, as if it 
II tTl' a failing in astrology. But none of us would quibble if told that the lack of 
I hody capable of running exceptionally fast excluded us from the possibility of 
I "  l'ak ing the world roo metres record, at no matter what moment we chose to 
1 I 1 . t 1(e the attempt. If some shyster were to tempt us, "Buy a ticket, enter the race 

yoU too could break the record," we would rightly ignore him; that we 
1 I I I spiace our hopes is a failing in ourselves, not in astrology, and a prime 
I "  I rpose of the art is to reveal such illusions to us for what they are. 

1 ·: Iectional astrology would be well described in the same terms as politics: it 
' I he art of the possible'. What is not possible cannot be done, no matter how 

I I l I l ch attention the astrologer might devote to his calculations. Any action I 
\\ I sh to undertake brings together two groups of things: my potentials and the 
I < ,d ities of the situation; only insofar as they accord with each other can 
I I I  \'thing be achieved. Electional astrology aims to bring these two groups 

I ( .gether in the most productive way. My potential cannot necessarily be 
I ( , d ised. My nativity may indicate that I am potentially the greatest general who 
1 1 . 1  s ever lived, yet if there is no war to fight this potential will rust unused; 

I I l l i iariy, if my country's army consists of two men and a dog I cannot elect a 
I I "  I ll1ent at which to display my talents by winning the battle. 

( :onsider an attempt to build a house. I have a pile of materials: this is the 
I I t  ' I ent ia l  contained within my birth-chart. Some of these materials are of the 
\ "y best; some are shoddy; some of finest are of excellent quality but of no use 
\, I !a tever in building a house. I also have a variety of sites from which to choose: 
t i , i .s is the reality of the situation. If I build on the hilltop, the views are 
II ( ' I l llcrful but it's a long way to the shops; if I build in the valley, I'll be close to 
I I I I' shops but the materials I have don't accord with the local building regula
I I < I l l S .  Then th ere are constraints of time: if I start work in winter, the ground 
" d l hc too hard to dig my foundations; but if I don't start before March, the 



house will not be ready when my baby is borll . l l Il�gl l l 1 ! '. d l  .... ,· V. I I IO I ! .' bl l or �  1 0  
produce the optimum situation is exactly the chal l l"ll �e oj dn l iO I l . 1 i . I � t  ro logy. 

When selecting the materials I am to use for my house, however, I must 
exercise caution. If I build my house of sticks, it will not transttHm itself into a 
house of bricks when the Big Bad Wolf appears; and so with electing a chart. 
The upwardly mobile young couple may be adamant that they do not want 
children; if the astrologer who elects the time for their marriage is foolish 
enough to build this desire into the chosen chart, he has a good chance of seeing 
them again in ten years time, requesting an election for the commencement of 
fertility treatment. As in the fairy stories, if we have our wishes granted we are 
apt to be left desperately begging that the sausage might be removed from the 
end of our nose and circumstances put back as they were. The cold, clear light 
that horary astrology casts on our wishes makes it quite plain that most of the 
time we are far better off without whatever i t  is that we are convinced that we 
want; by electing a chart we have the real danger of building these ephemeral 
intoxications into our lives and having to live with their  consequences. This 
alone is a compelling reason for adhering to the traditional hierarchy of astro
logical practice, by allowing ones eyes to be opened to the random nature of 
human whim through the practice ofhorary before advancing to the practice of 
elections. It is also a persuasive argument for trusting our actions to God in 
confidence that He will provide what we need rather than electing the moment 
in an attempt to create what we think we want. We cannot, of course, remove 
ourselves from the sphere of God's providence by electing a chart; we can, 
however, remove the protective layer of incompetence that usually shields us 
from the results of our desires. 

But act we must, and in any action we will elect a time, although rarely astro
logically. If I want to sun-bathe, I will not do it when the Sun is below the 
horizon, though I will not usually figure this in  astrological terms. I may be 
naive enough to think that I can comprehend all the qualities of the s ituation 
through my own clear thinking; if I feel this is beyond me, I might choose to 
avail myself of the wider viewpoint offered by the stars. If I do elect a chart, 
however, the result is likely always to be somehow unsatisfactory, leaving 
nagging doubts that the election was of no avail. I do not have a spare life that I 
can run as a control group. I cannot marry Judy at a random moment in  this life 
and at an astrologically elected moment in that one, so I may compare the 
outcomes. There are rare occasions when we are dealing with a specific goal that 
is either achieved or not: buying a jackpot-winning lottery ticket, for example. 
The majority of elected events, however, have no such clear-cut outcome. No 
matter how happy my marriage or successful my business, maybe it would have 
been even better had i t  started at a different moment; no matter how disastrous, 
maybe it would have been even worse. 

For all the reservations about its use, electional astrology has been widely 
employed to determine the optimum moment for an immense variety of activi
ties, from major events such as founding cities or crowll in� el l l pnors, to trivia 

I I I · ' I I '  ) N , \  I . \ ' I I � ' )  I , ) '  . \ I ( ) • 

' , 1 1 '  h a" ll i l l i l l� o l le\ h a i r  (lkpel ld i l l� O i l  whethn it was requi red to grow back 
' 1 l l i l kly or S! ;IY short ) or putt i ll g  0 1 1  new clothes tor the first time. Henry Coley 
1 ', I \'('S an anecdote of the great astrologer William Lilly, who failed to check the 
I ,osi t ion of the Moon before putting on a new suit, 'the Moon being in  Leo, and 
. I I  d ignified, and tore many holes in the Suit going a Nutting, within a fortnight 
" I n; not did that Suit ever do him any service.' 'Yet,' as Coley continues, 'We 
I I l I lst not be superstitious, but modest in  our Elections, only use them as natural 
I I l ' I  ps.' I Matters of particular importance were the investing of cities to ensure 
, I I I'Y were quickly captured, the timing of surgery, and 'venerial sports' to ensure 
I I I < '  maximum delight for both parties, with or without conception as required. 
r�owadays, it is a rare client who requests advice on besieging cities - and a 
I t )ol ish one who asks a modern astrologer to choose a time for sex: with the 
' I I I )dern ascription of sex to the eighth house, the traditional house of death, 
I ,  , I I  owing such advice could have the direst of consequences. 

Rough and ready elections can be taken just from a knowledge of the planetary 
" I krship of the hour, or of the phase of the Moon, as is still practised by gardeners 
" ' l l l l1d the world. Proposing marriage in  a Venus hour is likely to be more 
I I l cessful than in  a Saturn hour; for founding a city, just the opposite would be 

I I I <" case. Even the scientists grudgingly admit that surgery is more bloody at full 
.\ loon, though this has, of course, nothing to do with astrology. But a full election 
I ' ,  , I  more detailed process, as i t  demands attention to the birth chart of the person 
, ' I people involved. The Moon or hour-ruler method is the equivalent of thinking 

I {L·d sky at night: shepherd's delight," while the full election would compare to a 
I reful analysis of all the meteorological variables. The ideal situation for electing 

1 , hart was that of the royal astrologer. With nothing else to do other than study 
, • ny tiny nuance of the royal family's birth-charts, he would be totally familiar 

\ II h all the possibilities contained within their  nativities; he would have found 
, kL ting a chart comparatively straightforward. 

I 'rom the b irth-chart we will determine which planets must be particularly 
, , · I I -placed in the chart of the moment chosen for the election. These will vary 

. 1 ' I )ending on what the desired action is, and the exact nature of the outcome 
" ' 1 u i red. It is important to know what this outcome should be: just saying "I 
,, \ , l l 1 t to start a business," is  not enough. What do you want from that business? 
I , )  make a fortune? To enjoy your work? To change the world? To employ all 

\ ' " l r  cousins? As the emphasis varies, so will the points that the astrologer must 
[ ' I  i l 1g out in the chart he i s  electing. From the birth-chart, we will determine 
,,\ I t i ch  planets are thus involved. We will always want to have the ruler of the 
\ 'l l'l1dant in the b irth-chart (ie the person himself) as strong as possible, 

I " gether with both the luminaries, as they are the conduits of energy into the 
, I t . l rt :  with both luminaries weak, there is unlikely to be enough oomph to 
I I I . . I,C anything happen. Then we would look to other planets depending on the 
, " hject at hand. If electing a wedding, we would strengthen the ruler of the 

I k,.v to tilt' WI,oft Art o/A.rtr% gy, p. nH, London, 1 676; reprinted Ascella, Nottingham. 
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seventh house (the partner) , as we would also i l l  l hoo\I I I 1 '. t i l < '  1 1 I ( ) I I H' 1 l 1  I ( l !' t he 
start of a business partnership, though then we wOl l ld  Ill" ' .l l (" I I d  1 0  I l lake the.' 
seventh house ruler strong, but still slightly weaker than t h l' ASl l" l lda l l t  ruler: we 
want our man on top, For a business, we would strengthen the rulers of the 
tenth and second houses (career and money) ; to build a house or sink a mine, 
the ruler of the fourth; to throw a party, the ruler of the fifth (fun) . Finally, we 
must strengthen the planets naturally associated with the task at hand: Venus 
for a wedding, for example, Saturn for founding a city. 

This will give us a list of usually five or six out of the possible seven planets 
that we want strong in our elected chart, On top of that, we would also like the 
Ascendant ruler of the elected chart, and the relevant house rulers, to be strong. 
Achieving all of this is an impossible task. Invariably, if we take the time when 
this planet is strong, that one will be weak; if we wait until that one is stronger, a 
third will have lost what power it had. The task usually boils down to avoiding 
the most unfortunate possibilities and making the best out of what is left, for 
although we conventionally speak of 'making planets strong' or 'putting them 
in a powerful position' we can do no such thing - we can merely watch as the 
planets arrange themselves, as if we were looking through a kaleidoscope, our 
only power being to seize the moment when the picture is at its prettiest. 

The need to strengthen the planets ruling the appropriate areas of the native's 
life - that is, those ruling particular houses of his birth-chart - shows why an 
election cannot be done without reference to the birth-chart, and why modern 
attempts at electional astrology are usually so misguided. We must know which 
planet rules which area of the life, which is something that cannot be known 
without studying the nativity, and is beyond the ken of the moderns, who 
regard planets only as innate principles and disregard or, at best, diminish, their 
importance as house rulers. If we do not know this, we are fighting in the dark. 
Suppose we are electing a chart to start a business. Other things being equal, 
one of our main priorities is to ensure that the malefic planets, Mars and 
Saturn, are safely out of the way. So we would gratefully seize an opportunity of 
putting Saturn in the twelfth house, from where it will find it hard to act. But if 
Saturn happens to rule the tenth house of the birth-chart, the native's career, 
sticking it into the twelfth is the worst thing we can do. By not judging the 
nativity first, we have done more harm than good. 

Other factors with which we can work include the selection of appropriate 
signs. For things that we hope will last, we would choose fixed signs on the 
Ascendant and other appropriate places. If our aim were, for instance, to start a 
business which would make a quick million and then be liquidated, cardinal 
signs would be more appropriate. Similarly, if we were starting a farm, earth 
signs would be best; a television company, air signs. 

We are not limited to strengthening planets by essential dignity, but can 
manoeuvre them into helpful places in the chart. As we have seen, it is always of 
benefit to have the Sun strong, but by essential dignity this is usual ly  not 
possible; placing it on an angle, usually the Midh eaven, wi l l  do j l ls t  as wel l .  

I ,  I I ( I I I I  N "�I I .\ \ I I {  I I  I I I  ( ,  \ I ( ) I )  

\VI I . I I  we , a l l l lol  ;ll h ieve hy j l lggl i ng planets ,  we may wel l  he ab le to make up by 
I I I <' j l ld ic iol ls  placel l len t of hxed stars. Each hxed star partakes of the nature of 
· I I I "  or two of t he  planets, so i f  we must choose a time for marriage when Venus 
1 \  wl'ak , s tars of Venus nature on the angles will work as well. Regulus, the 
I I ( "art of the Lion, a brilliant star of worldly success, is prominent in many 

· 1 1 . lrts e lected for affairs of state: the birth of Alexander the Great is said to have 
I Wl ' I l  artificially delayed until Regulus was appropriately placed. Spica, the 
I I I ight star in the constellation of Virgo, is often emphasised in charts where 
I l . l ppi  ness rather than success is the goal desired. 

Although we might wish to keep the malefics out of the way, we are often 
1 1 1 I  pelled to incorporate them as they rule one of other of our required houses. 
I I','n if they do not, they may an occasion be useful: the Centiloquium, or 
1 I I I I ldred Aphorisms, attributed to Ptolemy advises that we "make use of the 
1\ I .devolent Planets, Saturn and Mars; for even so doth the expert Physician use 
I "  , ison moderately for cure of man."2 Within these words lies the great possi
I . d i I y of electing a chart, that we might choose the time wisely to balance our 
I l i nate imperfections. Perhaps our client wishes to start a business, but our 
I \\l'ssment of his birth-chart has revealed a strongly phlegmatic (watery, 

· I l lotion-centred) temperament; other indications show that, while a charming 
" "  I i vidual, he lacks any of the qualities needed to maintain a competitive edge 
I I I  I he market-place. If he is determined to go ahead with his plans, we must 
1 1 l . 1 ke the best of what we are given: placing Saturn strongly in the elected chart 
II d I give him some backbone, bracing him to endure the difficulties that will 
, . l ine ;  placing Mars strongly will make up for the vim that he by nature lacks, 
' " i ng him the ability to wield the knife when necessary. Were our elected chart 
I "  he dominated by benefics, the business would flounder on his good inten
I I ' , ns ,  Similarly, a chart elected for an operation should not resemble that 
, I • •  led for a party: the operation chart will be bloody and unpleasant, no matter 
I " .IV successful the outcome might be. In our election we are providing, from 
I I " , l i mi ted array at our disposal, the tools with which the enterprise must be 

I I  l ied out; we must be sure that the ones we provide are those that are most 
' l ' I J I'()priate for both user and function. Electional astrology will not work 
1 l ' l l;lcles: no chart will make a success of a marriage between two fundamentally 
I I I . ompatible people, or of a business selling ice-cream at the North Pole. But if 
I I "  Tl' is potential there, a well-timed electional chart will bring out its best 
· I l I , d i t ies and smooth over the faults. 

( ,'(lor/ Queen Bess 

' . I lowing what can be achieved with only 'the body of a weak and feeble woman' 
I I " I  some smart astrology is John Dee's election for the timing of Elizabeth 1's 

li t.' ( " /IIi1I1'll/il/lf!, Olll' or t i l(' I ll""l i l l tlul'nrial texts i ll astrology's h istory, can be found in Coley, 
' I I ( 1 1 . pp. n �  \.' K .  Thi  ... qt lOl . l l i t l l l  I'rolll p. l l (l.  
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coronation . .l Dee did not leave us his rough papers, h i l t  ! ( l l l l lw i ng t i ll' t r ad i 
tional principles of electing a chart enables us to come close to t i l l' path his 
thinking must have taken. As always with an election, his two constraints are 
the possibilities of the natal chart with which he has to work and the practical 
time-frame within which the event must take place. Had Elizabeth's birth-chart 
shown an early death, no election could have given her a long and glorious 
reign; had he waited for the ideal moment for the coronation, he would be 
waiting yet. 

As the Sun is the natural ruler of kingship, his first thought would have been 
to make it strong. He would no doubt have liked to have the Sun in Aries or 
Leo, in which signs it has powerful essential dignities; even the spring sign of 
Aries, however, would have demanded too long a wait. Constraints of time gave 
him the choice of the Sun in either Capricorn or Aquarius. In the last ten 
degrees of Capricorn the Sun has some very minor dignity; in Aquarius it is 
badly debilitated: this must have tempted Dee to hurry the coronation, holding 
it during the first ten days of January, before the Sun left Capricorn. But 
although the Sun is weak there, Aquarius does have one appropriate virtue: it is 
a fixed sign. As Dee's overriding aim was evidently for a long period of stability, 
Aquarius, despite the Sun's debility in that sign, was to be preferred. It is also 
the most humane of the signs, and other indications suggest that the further
ance of the humane graces was an important secondary consideration, in which 
he most gloriously succeeded. By placing the Sun in the Midheaven - holding 
the coronation at noon - it could be strengthened by position if not in essence. 
If other variables refused to fall into place, he might have to think again and 
revert to Sun in Capricorn; but so far, he no doubt thought, so good: "Sun in 
Aquarius on the Midheaven - OK, let's see what options that gives us."  

Looking at  the relative positions of the planets during the time available, he 
would have been deeply concerned by the opposition between Saturn and 
Mars. This is one of the most malign indications in the heavens and would have 
to be handled with the greatest care to avoid building insurmountable difficul
ties into the elected chart. Both Mars and, most particularly, Saturn move 
slowly, so this was not a configuration that would go away if he waited a couple 
of days: it had to be dealt with, turned to his advantage if at all possible, or 
neutralised if not. He would immediately have ruled out all dates after around 
22nd January, as by then the Sun (symbol of the new monarch) would itself 
have entered a difficult square aspect to the two malefics. By the time it was free 
from their influence, it would probably have been too late for the coronation 
and would certainly have meant losing the stability of an Aquarius Sun. So he 
has now reduced his window of opportunity to January 10-22. 

Later versions of Elizabeth's birth-chart, attempting to idealise her as "a most 
Masculine spirited Princess"4 adjust the time of her birth to give her a 

3 January 15th, 1559, 12.14 pm, London gives a close match to Dee's chart. He would also have paid 
much attention to the appropriate mundane charts. 

4 John Gadbury, Collection o/Nativities, p. 13; London, 1662. Reprinted by A'L cl ia,  NOl l i llgham 
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\.lgi t t a r i l l s  Ascendant . I )n' was a l most certai n ly worki ng from a chart showi ng 
.1 Capricorn Ascendan t ; t h is means that Saturn, ruler of Capricorn, has partic
I dar  i mportance, signifying Elizabeth herself. He would have found it impera
t iv�, then, to ensure that the warlike malefic Mars was not applying to this 
d i fficult aspect with Saturn, but that it was safely past it. The effects of the 
opposition would still linger: the reign would not be a quiet one (as it would 
have been unrealistic to have expected) ; but holding the coronation after 
J anuary 14th would divert the worst of the troubles onto other heads. The 
necessity of avoiding this applying opposition to Saturn would have confirmed 
t hat he was right in waiting until the Sun had left Capricorn. 

By now, Dee had determined that the coronation should be held at noon on 
a day �etween January 14th and, at the very latest to keep the Sun safely away 
! rom dIfficult aspect to Saturn, January 22nd. He would then have noticed two 
!<Jrtunate occurrences. With the Sun on the Midheaven, as he wanted it, the 
two troublesome malefics would have been confined to the twelfth and sixth 
houses, the houses of their joy and by far the best places for them. Also, the Sun 
on the Midheaven in the dates available gave a Gemini Ascendant and 
\agittarius Descendant for the coronation chart. With Sagittarius on the 
I )escendant, its ruler, Jupiter, would signifY the country's open enemies. During 
t hese dates Mars was separating from Saturn, the great malefic, and applying to 
,I difficult square aspect with Jupiter: Mars, planet of war, picks up all the 
I I npleasantness of Saturn and throws it straight at Jupiter, the open enemy. 
With Jupiter falling in a sign ruled by Saturn, this can only be to the great 
d iscomfiture of England's foes. How delighted Dee must have been to find this. 

He now needed just to fine-tune the date. The 14th or 15th placed Jupiter, the 
l' l�emy, in minor dignity of Mercury, Ascendant ruler and therefore significator 
of England, slightly strengthening England's position. More importantly, the 
,';1 rlier the coronation was held the closer was Mercury to the Sun, keeping the 
l ountry (Mercury) under the power of the monarch (Sun). Dee would probably 
have wished it closer still, but that was not possible without falling foul of the 
Mars/Saturn opposition. Choosing the 1 5th would place the powerful fixed star 
IZ igel (the brighter of the two stars at the base of Orion), on the Ascendant. 
\uitable fixed stars in prominent places are of the utmost importance in an 
l'kcted chart for any long-term matter; Dee would have liked to have been able 
t o  place his Midheaven on one, but this was not possible in the time available. 
IZigel, a strong benefic, on the Ascendant was a very acceptable alternative. 

Following simple astrological logic, making the most of the predominant 
, elestial configurations of the time, had suggested noon on the 15th as the best 
( If the available times for Elizabeth's coronation. So far, Dee had been working 
la rgely by constraint; he would now have checked to see what possibilities this 
l hart offered, and to make sure there was nothing untoward that he had 
overlooked . He would have noted other helpful fixed stars on Mars, the Moon 
. l nd ,  most i m portan t ly, the Part of Fortune. This fell conjunct Regulus, one of 
t I l l' s t rongest oj" t i l l' s tars .  I t  wOl i ld  have been preferable, he no doubt thought, 

" 
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to have this conjunction above the horizon, especially in the tenth house; but its 
position here would do quite nicely and would ensure the nation kept tolerably 
solvent. 

He would have been particularly pleased to notice the favourable connec
tions between his elected chart and Elizabeth's nativity. The Sun and Moon in 
his chart fall in close favourable aspect to the two benefics, Jupiter and Venus, in 
Elizabeth's. The luminaries are, in the chart as well as in the sky, the source of 
light; so looking back years later Dee may have seen this as the source of the 
prominent artistic cult of the Queen's virtues. In the election, benefic Venus is 
closely bound to Saturn (because each rules the sign in which the other falls) ; it 
is exactly opposed to the position of Saturn (Elizabeth herself) in the nativity; 
this natal Saturn, being in Cancer, is very weak. Venus rules the ninth house of 
piety and learning in the natal chart, and is placed in that same house in the 
election. Dee would have seen this as a useful way of curbing Elizabeth's more 
unsavoury personal habits; as the court's resident sage, he probably saw this 
Venus, apart from its general fortunate significance, as signifYing himself and so 
built his own influence over the new queen into the chart. As the preceding 
eclipse was a solar eclipse in Libra, Venus's sign, Venus was lord of that eclipse. 
By placing Venus in the elected chart in a close trine to its position at the 

I I  \ 
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,
" l l' �'l l i p\l" ,d lmv i l lg Fl il.aheth to catch, and indeed embody, the 

' l l I l' I l  o f  t h e  I l l l l l' I I I a way hL'!" p redecessor, Mary, never could. 
The h i s tory of El il.abeth's reign is, at least in outline, well enough known to 

' l lggest t?at Dee's e1ectional work was not wasted. He did not create anything 
. . I what f�l.lowed, b�� by choosing an inceptional moment to take advantage of 
I he prevallmg condltlons he enabled certain possibilities to flourish while other 
kss desirable ones withered away. Elizabeth's reign was not a story of uninter
rupted success and happiness for queen and country; the astrologer cannot 
, hoose a perfect moment, for the perfect moment is not there to be chosen. As a 
I riv�al, but nonetheless true, example, Dee's chart promises great artistic 
. Ilh levement; he could not have elected a chart showing great breakthroughs in 
I he development of nuclear power: the one was there to be elected, the other 
was not. !he inhe�en

.t li�
itations of e1ectional astrology reflect nothing other 

I han �he mherent limitatIons of life; for all that this means we may fall short of 
. . ur alms, he who wishes to set sail is foolish to do so against the tide. 

I I 
I 
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Natal Astrology 

In a world where the individual becomes ever more insignificant, the vain desire 
to convince ourselves otherwise grows ever stronger. So it is that the natal 
branch of astrology has come to dominate the craft to such an ext�nt that the 
great majority of the public, and more than a few astrolog�r�, are 

.
qUlte unaware 

that there is any other. The desire to admire ourselves IS msatlable, so every 
astrological bookshop has several rain-forests dev�ted �o the endless ways of 
holding the mirror in order to obtain a more flattenng v�ew. So yes, de�r reader, 
let us get this over and done with and then we can diSCUSS somethl?� more 
serious: you are quite wonderful, no one understands you and none of It IS your 
fault. Now let us move on. 

We have seen how both the practical techniques and underlying ethos of 
astrology have been changed, most markedly o:er the past hundr�d .rears, to 
remove all objectivity and render it solely an mstrument of �a�c�sslsm. The 
keynote is now 'psychological delineation'. An attemp

.
t to cntlClse such an 

attitude crystallises a quite erroneous view of the p�st, as If our f?rebears h�d no 
mental world, and no concern whatever with the mner man. Like any SCience, 
psychology depends for its validity on correct orientation: the

.
r� is no point at 

all in just going - we need to be going s?mewhere. Tradlt1?nal
. �

st�ology 
contained a profound and subtle understandmg of psychology ImpliCit I� the 
traditional, normal, world from which we are now so helplessly adnft: a 
psychology oriented towards the knowledge of the Divine. It would not be 
incorrect to say that without such orientation we have no psychology, only 
error, as if we were trying to work with the lights turned out. 

. ,  Let us consider first the modern approach to the natal reading. It IS eVident 
that people rarely ask for a birth-chart reading because it is a wet afternoon and 
they have some spare cash burning a hole in their pockets. :rhe! ask usually 
because they are emotionally lost: feeling down, confuse

.
d or dlrect�onless. They 

are then in a vulnerable state of mind, open to suggestion. We might compare 
th: liter;ture of 'self-help' to which modern astrology bears so close a kinship: 
people do not buy self-help books unless they feel they are unable to cope alone. 
What is being sought is primarily comfort an� reassurance. Most modern 
astrologers make it quite clear that the one thmg :hey do ?ot, under .any 
circumstances, offer is definite information (that IS, anythmg that might 
actually be of practical use to the client) . If our client has, as it were, fallen 
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"vt " l I H I. l td , lcl 1 1 .\ 1 10 1  do . I I I I' I I I I I I ! ', \I I V l d g;l t ; l\ I h row hilll a l i fl.-bL" i t ;  l11uch bl' t t l't 
10 dl'ha l l' I he , itlll l l l .\ ! ; I I l ,C.\ ol h i \ Lt l l illg and t he temperature or the water. 

" (  :an you read Il ly h i  rt h-chart ?" Wl' are asked. By which is meant: "Can you 
I . d k  ,'xcl usivL"iy about nK ft)l" an hour." It does not greatly matter what we might 
' • •  1 1'  dur ing that hour, for as long as we speak in the cotton-wool tongue of 
I l lOdl'rtl psychology, we shall never say anything capable of contradiction. We 
. 1  I,' a l l  made up of the same characteristics, just in slightly differing proportions, 
\( I no matter what is said the client can always feel, "Yes - that's me to a T: 
I l < lwl'ver did you know that, oh Wise and Mighty One?" And let us not deny it 

obtaining someone's undivided attention for an hour or more is a fine and 
1 . 1 Ie thing: even in close relationships it does not happen often once past the 
I I I  htuated early stages. Anyone offering total attention on a plate will find a 
I (  Ing queue of eager customers, who sit enthralled, regardless of what is being 
" . I id so long as it contains the word 'you' on sufficient occasions. 

Being listened to open-mouthed, one's words received as if they were gold, is 
. l l Iother fine and rare thing, so between the two of them client and astrologer 
' . I oke the fires of mutual admiration like a couple of gibbons in a grooming 
,( '\sion, filled with all delight. The seductive witchcraft of the consultation 
, ( 'l'ms, in our hedonistic age, harmless enough - it no longer makes you go 
1 . l ind, we are told - but such intimacy is properly reserved for emotional 
l ( ' l ; l tionships, for sound reasons. It engenders an opening of psychic doorways 
I\ h ich is most unwise unless we have good knowledge of exactly who or what is 
d Hlllt to walk through them. The great majority of astrologers are undoubtedly 

1\ ,· I I -meaning; but good intentions are not enough: it would be foolish to infer 
I l l ; It it is safe to have them wandering around in our psyches - they know not 
I\ l t at they do. It is an unfortunate fact that a good proportion of those who 
1 .lim to be astrologers today drift into astrology because they are unable to cope 

\\ I I  h life and find dealing with symbols on pieces of paper a good deal easier 
1 1 t . ln dealing with the real world. We have the bizarre circumstance of leading 
1 \ 1  rologers being in daily therapy - which we might suspect implies a certain 
, kgrl'e of mental imbalance - and yet still judging themselves worthy of 
1 1 . l mpling their muddy footsteps around the inside of their clients' heads. 
I . I Vl'at emptor indeed. 

Modern astrologers will frequently comment on how "the charts I get reflect 
[ I I  I' own problems." This is hardly a surprise. The whole function of true 
[ ,, 1  m logy is to provide an objective means of analysis; the tools by which the 
1 \ 1  mloger can do this have been abandoned, so the poor client is now merely 
. l l h lllerged in a sea of the astrologer's mental refuse. "It's my therapy," as more 
1 1 t .l n  one professional astrologer has remarked. Whether the unsuspecting client 
. ( 'l·S h i s  function as aiding the astrologer's own therapy might be open to 
' J l I l·stion . There is often no longer even any pretence of striving for objectivity, 
I l i d  many an astrologer will find far more significance in what meaning the 
, lic l l t's pl'l'sl'nt i ng issues have in his own life, and in how the client's birth-chart 
, ( l l I l lects wi th h is own, than in any concern for the client. The level of 

, 

i l  



I i i ,  I I I  I I I  I \ I \ ', I l i t .  I t ) ( ,  \ 

com petence all long these astro logers is such I hal  Wl" I I l 1 l ',h l \\'( ' 1 1  1 I I I I I k  I h , 1 1  I h e  
less involvement they have with the client's chart t h l" IW I I l' I, h i l I  t' X ; ) c t i y the 
opposite happens: what we have is a mess where the astrologer's own u nresolved 
issues flood into the client's and are judged as if part of his birth-chart, made 
part of his own problems. Far from finding things clarified, the client walks 
away bearing a collection of problems that he didn't have when he arrived. All is 
justified by appeal to the 'Law of Synchronicity' - that is, if this client is here 
now, he must have bearing on whatever mental sewage I am currently wading 
through: like it or not, he is going to have his head stuck into it. 

This is not to suggest, of course, that every astrologer in the past was an 
enlightened and well-balanced being; but the practice of astrology by tradi
tional methods maintains a strict barrier between astrologer and client. There is 
no scope for subjectivity on the astrologer's part - however determinedly even 
many practitioners of a pretended traditionalism today may try to justifY its 
introduction. The astrology is in black and white on the paper before you: there 
is no more scope for subjectivity here than there is in repairing a car: it is purely 
objective, and either right or wrong - either the mechanic gets the car to work 
or he doesn't. Such an approach is as different as can be from the stated aims of 
so many contemporary astrologers, who style themselves 'astrological counsel
lors' or the like. It is clear that they are as hungry for the emotional connection 
as are their clients. This is not a healthy state of affairs. Practitioners who would 
be horrified at the suggestion that they might sexually molest a client will work 
through a karma sutra of psychological ravishment and come away convinced 
they have done a good and ethical day's work. 

In its worst cases, the psychic vulnerability engendered by the consultation is 
open to far graver abuse, albeit still usually unwittingly on the part of the practi
tioner. Particularly among those who deliberately work with 'psychic powers' 
(which are far more real and sinister than is nowadays commonly allowed) or 
the anti-spiritual and therefore anti-human initiations of psychoanalysis, which 
initiations are woefully common and even regarded as a badge of rank among 
certain sections of the astrological community, the powers summoned or 
unleashed can be of far more toxic quality, having the potential to result in 
possession of various kinds, whether by 'spirits' (such as genii, fairies or sylphs: 
in short, jinn) , 'ghosts' (that is, 'psychic remains' of people whose eternal souls 
have passed on to their final destinations, yet leaving certain lower animic 
elements, unappeased by 'death rites', thrashing around in the World Soul, 
usually because of a violent death) , or outright (and often multiple) demonic 
possession. The soul is a vulnerable creature; it must be treated with care. Yet 
people who would not dream of walking in off the street to an unknown person 
with qualification of unknown validity and inviting him to operate on their 
eyes, will do just that with a part of themselves yet more precious and yet more 
delicate, and on top of all that, eternal. 

The key to the modern natal reading for the modern client is now validation. 
Having someone talk about about Me is a validating experience: I am i m portant. 

N . \ I \ I \ . .  I l i t .  I t )  t • \ I I  

W II . I I  I h is  Pl'ISO l 1  , 1 ' I I I . d l \' \ . 1 1" ,  . d t i lo l lgh oj 1;l I hl'l .sl igh l l'l i m port , is gea red 10  
i l i l' same end. Thl" . I .s l l o logn's loh i .s to .show nK' that I a l l l  not j ust  one more of 
I h e  beci ess I l las.scs, hi l l  1 1 . . 1 1  I ; 1 1 1 1  I I n ique and important and exciting. As is 
, o l l l l l lon today, we arc val idaled best by our sins. We see the extreme example on 
d. ly-t ime TV: my vices m ake me interesting enough to deserve the attention of 
I h" nation for my fifteen minutes of fame. So with astrology - and so the reason 
l or  the great importance placed upon the outer planets, Uranus, Neptune and 
I ' 1 l I to. These are become the repository of any number of interesting but not too 
l u .rrific vices - the kind of things that would cause an acceptable level of gossip 
I l i i t  are not going to result in a petrol-bomb through my letter-box. These vices, 
, .1 course, are carefully chosen: sexual peccadilloes are fine; kicking the cat is 
I l lost definitely not. The astrologer picks out a few of these - not too hard a feat, 
. 1 \  we all have our fair share of ills not far below the surface - and we respond 
w i th a strangely pleasurable feeling of embarrassment as we blush gently. He has 
, I  i sp layed his Great Wisdom by the remarkable feat of knowing what we have 
I Il 'neath our clothes. He does not judge us for our vices, but rather lets us nurture 
d l L'm; for we enjoy the feeling that they make us slightly dangerous, in a rather 
I h lilling fashion. We have been entranced by the illusion of intimacy, the illusion 
. .  I u nderstanding: but all that has been understood is that which is common to 
1 1 \  all. 

We will then be given the Secret of the Universe, the words of power that kiss 
I I  all better and make it all alright: none of it is our foult. The astrologer, who 
, l l a res Philip Larkin's view of parenthood, will first explain how specific people 
I L lve conspired against us. First candidate is usually Mum, closely followed by 
I ) , ld. It is not surprising our life is such a mess having been brought up by these 
I WO - we deserve some kind of public recognition merely for grittily battling on 
I I I  I he face of such handicaps. We have all had such 'difficult childhoods' we 
1 1 1 . lY rightly feel aggrieved that our parents did not abandon us to be brought up 
1 ' 1  wolves. It is notable that in ages when the majority of children died during 
1 1  d ;l I1cy, the excuse 'you had a difficult childhood' was not part of the 
1 ,, 1  rologer's repertoire. Suggesting, however, that your childhood was tolerably 
, < > I l tent reveals a serious level of denial and will be greeted with dogged 
i l l l'mpts to prove that your chart shows quite the opposite, you poor trauma-
1 1 \l·d thing, you. Your partner is probably not quite as reprehensible as your 
1 ' · l rents, but is undoubtedly part of the conspiracy, as shown by his inability to 
I , · . d ise how endearing your bad characteristics really are. And after your parents, 
I t ' l i  r partner and the whole world have been dragged into court and summarily 
I , ,"nd guilty, the next stage is to understand that the the real villains are the 
I . ! . l I lets. They have it in for you. You personally. For no reason whatsoever. 

I t  started with your birth-chart. Look at all those problems! How can you 
" pl'n a nything from me? You can't expect me to be on time - I'm a Gemini. 
\ 1 1 .1 you certa in ly can't expect me to pay my way - look at that Saturn in my 
. < ' I ond house! W i t h  a Moon like mine - I'm bound to be unfaithful. Pluto in 
' " orpio - I 've got to p lay d i r ty games. The bi rth-chart is indeed a wonderful 
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invention: the failing of your choice justified by I he a\II ( l I ( lgll .d « ( I I I  f i gllra I ion 
of your choice. Now no need even to pin it to specific people no I l lOl"l' of those 
awkward conversations: "My mum ruined my life;" "But your Illother's a lovely 
woman."  It is the planets, who take a strong and perverse delight in making you 
fail. 

But they didn't stop with the birth-chart: so determined are they to mess 
your life that, rather than occupying themselves in elevated planetary pastimes, 
they are forever manoeuvring themselves into unfavourable transits to your 
nativity. As there is always at least one of them doing something unpleasant -
by some more or less trivial aspect to some more or less sensitive part of your 
natal chart - you have always an excuse for being miserable or failing in 
whatever you do. This also provides a guaranteed ice-breaker at any gathering of 
astrologers: "I 've got Saturn transiting my Moon;" "Oh, you poor dear - I know 
just how you feel: Pluto's going over my natal Chiron." 

This is quite contrary to true astrology. Astrology is not a means by which we 
may give up all responsibility: "Saturn went over my Midheaven so my business 
failed." No - your business failed because you rented fancy offices and bought a 
fleet of cars and didn't spend money on cultivating your client-base. Saturn had 
nothing to do with it: it was your responsibility and your action. Saturn just 
marked the moment when these pigeons come home to roost. The challenge of 
any real astrology is that it faces us with the possibility of accepting total respon
sibility; but this is possible only within the spiritual orientation of the tradi� 
tional world, so we are returned yet once more to the same crossroads: no faith, 
no astrology. 

None of what we have seen, of course, means that the client's conscious 
thought when consulting an astrologer - whether this be the flesh-and-blood 
variety, or the computer print-out - is "I want someone to talk about me." This 
is what happens, what makes the experience seem worthwhile, what lures him 
back when the effects wear off What is wanted, however, is change. Somehow 
the astrologer is going gather up the cards the client was dealt at birth, shuffle 
them and deal them out in more acceptable pattern (preferably without 
parents/partner/Saturn or anyone else who is messing things up) . Somehow, the 
astrologer will press a magic button that will transform the life, perhaps not 
dramatically, but significantly. The myth of the astrological reading is that it is 
somehow outside the life; a distinct vantage point, from which all may be 
rearranged as easily as we might move the characters in a toy theatre. This is, of 
course, not so; but the client is purchasing the forlorn hope that it is. He is 
indulging the same dream of change through which he buys a lottery ticket. But 
in this lottery nobody ever wins. 

The reading of the natal chart was not always thus. Aims, methods and 
results were far different before the corruption of astrology into that which we 
have today. To begin, the aim, whether dealing with external events or the 
native's psychology, was to provide concrete information. Apportioning blame, 
whether to parents or planets, was not part of the package. Mel  hod was clear 
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. l l ld \I ra igh t l i l l-ward .  M uch dl'bale lakes place i n  modern astro logy over the 
, o lln l ml'l hod of 'syn thesis', or the drawing together of all the varied indica
I IO I l S  of the chart. What is the key? Which is the way in? The traditional 
. 1 , 1  rologer follows the outdated but effective method of starting at the begin
l I i l l g  and working towards the end by way of the middle. 

We have seen something of the nature of the traditional natal judgment 
, I i I ri ng our blind examination of Hitler's nativity. First, the temperament, 
I l lanner and qualities of mind would be assessed, giving an understanding of, as 
I I  were, the material from which the man is made. That done, the reading was a 
\ i m ple process of working through the chart one house at a time, dealing with 
I he affairs of that house. As everything is contained within one or other of the 
houses, by the time we have reached the end, we have found all we need to 
L I I  ow about the character and the basic trends of the life. In practice, the 
I ( ';Illing would usually be confined to whichever houses were of particular 
I I l 1 erest at that time: a robust twenty-year old would be more likely to want 
I l I fi) rmation about his marital, financial or vocational prospects than about the 
r 1 l nesses from which he was likely to suffer in old age. Much of the immediate 
'( 'cular usefulness of the nativity is found in this light, as it allows an under
, ( .I nding of particular situations. Why do my business ventures never come off? 
\ I I I  I better advised to seek my fortune at home or abroad? The answers given 
1 , \, the traditional method of judgment will be clear and specific: your 
l ' l lsinesses fail because you are gullible and persistently choose dishonest 
1 ' , l rtners, for example. 

' rhe chart is then progressed or directed. That is, we let it move in order to find 
" l i t  what is actually going to come to pass and what will remain as unfulfilled 
I "  ltential. Modern astrology does the same, but in a quite different way. In both 
I I . Id itional and modern method, the houses of the chart and the planets within 
I I move in various interlocking cycles of real and (what appears to us as) 
, l l I lbolic time. That is, we concern ourselves both with the relationship that 
I d. l I1ets in the sky Now (real time) hold to the birth-chart, and also to those 
, l lOwn by certain other measures, such as taking the position of the planets x 

, l . lys after the birth to show events x years or months after the birth. The former 
I " ls i  tions are known as transits, the latter, directions or progressions. There are 
\ , I r ious refinements of technique for the exact determining of directions, but 
I h l' underlying principle is the same. By the time we have involved other means 
, d  relating passing time to the fixed time of the birth, such as the technique of 
\,,/ar or Lunar Revolutions, whereby we cast a chart for the moment at the 
II h ich the Sun or Moon returns to its place in the birth-chart (hence the phrase 
1 1 1 . I I1Y happy returns' on one's birthday, or Solar Return) , we have a large 
I l I l illber of apparently unconnected cycles. There is no apparent reason why the 
I "  lsi t ion of the planets thirty-six days after the birth should show the same 
, ' IT l l t S  as the Solar Return taking place that many years later and the Lunar 
I Zt' l l i rIl S  t ak ing  p lace each month during that same year. Yet they do, for in His 
I i d i l l i l ': wisdom,  I he A l m ighty h as shaped a un iverse that fits together in 
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coherent Elshion. Not the least of the many del igh t s  of d l l' '" ld\' "I , 1 ' l lology is 
the chance to marvel at the precision and intricacy of t h is l O I I. '" l 1l t i o l l  .IS i t  
turns. 

Although the traditional and modern astrologer both use many of the same 
techniques of direction - some extra ones here, some extra ones there - the 
manner in which they are applied is quite different. If we liken the planets in 
their cycles to the guests circulating at a cocktail party, we can compare. To the 
modern astrologer, every trivial conversation between any two guests is a matter 
of great importance. If Miss Directed Venus happens to bump into Mr Natal 
Mars, we must attend to the result. The traditional astrologer, however, knows 
that the significance of this party is the presence of the royal family, who are 
moving among the guests and selecting some here and some there to dispatch 
on errands. What Miss Venus happens to be whispering to Mr Mars is of little 
interest. 

The tradition sees the natal chart as a series of promises, or potentials. If we 
lived for ever, all these promises would eventually be fulfilled; but we do not. 
Many of them, even perhaps some of the most glittering, will be frustrated by 
the prior fulfilment of the promise of death. That which we seek by progressing 
the chart is to find which of these promises will happen, and when these events 
will take place. What shows us this is the movement of the five main points of 
the chart against the others: these are our 'royal family' , who move through the 
party giving orders. The other guests mix as they may, but this s

.
ignifies little. 

Events are set off by directions of the Sun, Moon, Ascendant, Mldheaven and 
Part of Fortune. It is when one of these meets young Miss Venus or Mr Mars 
that something of significance will happen. Meetings between the other planets 
can show events - especially those concerning other people such as parents or 
partners - if the chart is interpreted correctly; but it is, as it were, the royal 
family that gives these planets permission to act. 

As these five points progress, we watch for the times when they hit other 
planets in the natal chart, or house-cusps, or fixed stars, or when they move 
from one term (sub-division of a sign) to another. These directions are the signs 
that an event is in the offing - the gun, as it were, is loaded. Once loaded, we 
need to pull the trigger: this, and this alone, is the role of the transit, the 
position of a planet now relative to the birth-chart. Transits are much over
valued in modern astrology. As a working astrologer, I find it a rare week in 
which I do not have to assure someone who has read too many modern 
astrology books that the world, or at least their world, is not going to end 
because PlutolChiron/Saturn happens to be transiting something or other in 
their birth-chart. Transits pull the trigger: the gun, once loaded, will not go off 
until the trigger is pulled; but pulling the trigger, no matter how hard or how 
often, while the gun is empty will do nothing. Most transits pass harmlessly, 
with no effect other than a change of mood. 

We watch for the times when our progressing points hit other planets, house
cusps, fixed stars, or change terms. Modern astrology has forgotten the terms 
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, l l ld  woefl l i l y  l I l'gl l'l I '  d l ( "  1 1 \ ("( 1 ' \ . 1 1' .  l l av i l lg t h rown away most of the tools, i t  
is  1 1 0  wonder t ha t i t  L l i b  1 0  work. 

The charts /(H I hl' Soia r a nd Lunar Returns show outstanding events in 
I hl'mselves, but are read mainly in the light of the birth-chart. That is, for 
example, if a marriage is to take place in the year following a Solar or the 
month following a Lunar Return, we may well see the planets ruling the first 
.l I1d seventh houses of the return chart applying to conjunction; more often, 
however, we shall find the planets that rule the first and seventh houses in the 
ladical chart applying to conjunction in the chart for the return. Planets 
l' Inphasised in the return chart, whether by close aspect or by placement 
wi thin a degree or two of a house cusp, can be judged alone; but we are 
looking mainly for connections from chart to chart. Jupiter strongly placed in 
I he return, casting an exact trine to the ruler of our natal second house, for 
i nstance, would be a testimony of financial good fortune during that month. 
Saturn in its detriment opposing that same planet would indicate just the 
leverse. The exact way in which these testimonies might manifest could be 
I raced in the house-placement, receptions and other aspects of this Jupiter or 
Saturn in the return chart, always qualifying all these indications by whatever 
, ignification the planet we are considering holds in the radical chart. So if the 
I lipiter that offers us such good fortune is placed in the ninth house (foreign 
l ountries) of the return chart and is conjunct the planet that rules the eleventh 
house (friends) of the radix, the money might come from a friend who is 
, I b road. 

Most return charts, no matter how disappointing this might be for the 
d ramatically inclined among us, show nothing of any great significance. Most 
months and even most years of most lives pass without any momentous events. 
I 'he chart has various ways of demanding our attention when something 
I mportant is about to happen. Finding the degrees on the angles of the return 
( h art repeating or exactly mirroring those of the radix is a strong indication that 
we should sit up and pay attention. The Nodes falling on the angles, or 
I ,owerful planetary aspects close to the angles are other typical indicators of 
moment. If all the planets in a Lunar Return chart are tucked away in the 
1 l 1 iddle of cadent houses, we can safely stay in bed all month without fear of 
1 1 1  issing anything interesting. 

It is important to remember that, as with progressions and transits, the 
Il'turn charts cannot show anything that is not promised by the nativity. I may 
'pend a month dreaming of winning the lottery, but no matter what my Lunar 
1 �L'turn suggests, if there is no indication of the acquisition of sudden wealth in 
I l ly radix, this dream will not come true. This is the touchstone that enables us 
1 0  do what the moderns claim is impossible: to differentiate between events in 
I hl' world and subjective moods. 

' I 'hose astrological indications that will manifest as events are the ones that 
b"i ld  in a continuous, traceable chain from the radical chart through the 
\',I r iol ls  progressed and rl't u rl l  cha rts to the transits. Those that exist on one 

" 
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level on ly, such as an unsuppo rted t rans it  or i n d icl l io l l  1 1 1 , 1 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 1  ( {V I I I I" I l , pass 
over us as the shadows of clouds on a sunny h i l ls ide, 

To comprehend the way in which these apparently U IlUl l l l l l'l l ed systems 
connect is not easy; it does not accord well with our common l i near thi nking, 
We might say that they each offer a different method of measurement: as we can 
measure the distance to a point in both inches and centimetres, each of which 
will determine the same point in its different way, so we can measure the 
distance from the birth to an event in the life by progressions, returns and 
transits. But this does not fully explain the interconnectedness of the astrolog
ical patterns. 

We might see the life as similar in structure to the human body, within which 
various systems - the skeletal, the venous, the nervous, and so forth - unfold 
according to their individual natures and entwine to fill out the same space. 
When all these systems do something significant at the same point - at a finger's 
end, for instance - we have an 'event' in the human body in a way that we do 
not have an 'event' half-way along the shin. Similarly, when the separate systems 
of progressions, returns and transits all do something significant at the same 
point, we have an event in the life. 

While this metaphor has its limitations, the image of several systems 
combining to weave the structure of the life is a valid one. The anchor of this 
structure, the skeleton, as it were, that holds the body upright and provides the 
frame on which the patterns are spun is the progressions, with the strange 
telescoping of time that they imply by finding the events of one year in the 
planetary movements of one day. While this may seem arbitrary to the 
Twentieth-Century mind, we are given this measure on the highest of authori
ties: that of the scriptures. In the book of Numbers, after explaining who it is 
that shall proceed out of the wilderness into the Promised Land, God 
continues: As for you, your dead bodies will fall in this wilderness, and your sons 
will be nomads in the wilderness for forty years, bearing the weight of your faithless
ness, until the last of you lies dead in the desert, For forty days you reconnoitred the 
land. Each day shall count for a year: for forty years you shall bear the burden of 
your sins, and you shall learn what it means to reject me. 1 This same measure of 
one day to one year is repeated when Ezekiel is told to prophesy against 
] erusalem. 2 

We certainly do not mean to reduce the significance of these verses to that of 
a guide to astrological practice; but they do say something of immense signifi
cance with regard to the nature of time and of life lived in that time. The linear 
conception of time by which we live may be convenient for daily life; it must, 
however, be set aside as soon as we begin to look at time itself or any its 
products, as we do continually in astrology. We cannot hold this 'telescoping' 
time against our conception of time as straight line and find it wanting because 
it fails to match it. When we look at the planets, we are looking into higher 

I Numbers 14:32-34 
2 Ezekiel 4:4-8 

N \ I \ I , ,, I 1l ( ) 1  ( ) ( , \  I .' \ 

I\( I I l d.\, look i I I g  b,ll k , 1 .\ Lt J , 1 \  Wl' l a II .\l'l' I owa Jd\ I ha l  I n i l' ' B ig Bang' o i l ) i v i  nl' 
I l v, l l ion ;  i l  Wl' l � l I'gl'1 I h is , we cannot  hope to u nderstand the natu re of t i ml' 
\\ l l h i n  as t rology. Rat her t h a n  c l i ngi ng to thl' picture of time as a straight line 
1 I I I I n i ng from Start to hnish, we are better to replace it with an image such as 
d l . l l  o f  a sto ne th rown into water: the model of time that we are offered in 
, l \ l lOlogy has our life as the outermost of the rings radiating from that incep
I I I l i d  act. There is an obvious, mathematically definable, 'telescoping' relation
, l l i p  between the various radiating rings. Our progressions are an example of 
I I I is .  Whatever it may look like from here, as we peer into higher worlds we see a 
1 l l l lL'-scale that is not our own. 

' I 'he manner in which progressions, returns and transits unfold from the 
I "  II h -chart challenges our model of life just as it challenges our model of time. 
( l l l l' common perception of the life as a sequence of more or less random 
1 I , I ppenings that befall the person as he wanders a line from birth to death is not 
, ( I l lgruent with the way in which the life is seen to grow from the birth-chart 
" l ording to regular organic patterns. The chart and the nature of progressions 
I I I  I III it suggest that person and life are entwined far more intimately than is our 
, ( 1 l l 1ll1on perception. The life is not a series of accidents. It is, rather, as if the 

1 ' (Tson were a cross-section of the life, a snap-shot of the life at one particular 
I I  II 1 ll1ent; or as if the life were the person extended through time. This model 
I i  I \ well with the account of the soul's choice of life given by Plato.3 He explains 
d Ll l, before becoming incarnate, the soul chooses the life that it wishes to lead. 

I here was no choice of quality or character since of necessity each soul must 
' '' l ime a character appropriate to its choice (of life)" . Having chosen the life, 
I I l d therefore the character consequent upon it, the soul is led first to Clotho, 

1 I l l' Fate of the present, who chooses the necessary birth-chart for that life, and 
I l l l' l1 to Atropos, the Fate of the future, who checks the progressions, "so 
l ' l . l k i ng the threads of its destiny irreversible." 

;\ soul who carelessly grabbed a life with dreadful fate "beat his breast and 
I "  wailed his choice. . .  and forgot that his misfortunes were his own fault, 
I , l . l ll1 i ng fate and heaven and anything but himself" For the intimate, indissol
' I h le  connection between the person and the life demonstrated by the progres
, I I  l I l S, returns and transits, all of which in their different ways are determined by 
I l l l' birth-chart, argues most strongly against the common accusation laid 
' i '" l i nst astrology, that it is an abdication of one's personal responsibility. 
\ l l h ough it cannot be denied that a good proportion of those who consult 
1 \ I IOIogers do seek exactly that, it is not given them. On the contrary, astrology 
1 I I I deriines the absolute responsibility of the person for the life they live, and for 
I I t l' whole of that life, past present and future. 

We have not yet approached the real meaning of the nativity, however. If 
N IOi0gy was originally revealed knowledge, or, at least, a knowledge having its 
< l J ig in i n  Inspiration (in the true sense of the word), it was not revealed or 

' . /<I'/,,,IJ/i( (, 1 (,"-(,2 1d ;  nallsLl I iolls from [)esmond Lee, Penguin, Harmondsworrh, revised edn. 
I ' , X  " 
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inspired without purpose, and that purpose was not j l l.\t 1 0  I l i l o l l l l 1 1 \  when Wt' 
are likely to marry or whether we shall ever be rich - nm t'Vt' l i  what  dreadful 
people our parents might have been, The true purpose is indeed, as the 
moderns would have it, 'psychological' ;  but 'psychological' in a manner as 
utterly distinct and opposed from the modern distortion of the term as it is 
possible to be. This is a true, directed psychology, elucidating our position 
'here', which can be done only in relation to our direction 'there'. 

Any request for a birth-chart reading is, although only on the rarest occasions 
overtly so, an attempt to grapple with the mystery of incarnation: what is this 
divine spark within me doing amid this heap of lusts and confusions? The natal 
reading can elucidate just his point. The birth-chart deals with the Lesser 
Mysteries - the art of becoming truly human, recovering the lost dignity and 
integrity that are necessary before embarking on the Greater Mysteries or the 
life of the spirit. Thus in it we see the possibilities for the formation and nurture 
of the soul. 

The soul comes into the world through the Ascendant; what we see in the 
chart is the accoutrements it picks up when it gets here. Some of these are more 
helpful than others. Generally, the stronger the planet is, the more serviceable it 
can be, if well directed. Indications in the chart, mainly around the ninth 
house, will show whether such sound direction is likely, although here above all 
it must be remembered that the Almighty is never bound by astrology and will 
intervene as He in His wisdom sees fit. Weak and afflicted planets usually show 
the particular difficulties with which the native must wrestle. Even the strong 
planets must be used with caution, however: excess is just as harmful as 
shortage, although easier to remedy. It is easier to redirect an ardour that is 
aimed in the wrong direction than to conjure up an ardour which is not there. 

As always, we must begin with the assessment of temperament. The gift of 
the choleric, fiery, temperament is desire; the challenge, to direct that desire 
rightly. The sanguine, airy, temperament has its mental powers (not necessarily 
the same as what is now called intelligence) ; its common problem that of 
knowing everything and understanding nothing. The melancholic, earthy, 
temperament is prone to bitterness and inertia, but once moved has a practi
cality and solidity of approach. The phlegmatic, watery, complexion is tradi
tionally that most beset with emotional difficulties, usually manifesting as 
self-indulgence and apathy. 

Against this background the planets can be judged: Mars powerfully placed 
in Aries, for instance, will vivifY a phlegmatic temperament. It is a sorry chart 
indeed that has no strong point anywhere with which to work. Saturn offers 
wisdom and discrimination, abstention from evil; its sin is avarice. Jupiter gives 
faith and right judgement; its sin is gluttony, which, as with all the sins, should 
be understood in its widest sense: the greed for experience is gluttony too, 
needing the discrimination of Saturn as a curb. Mars, perhaps the most unfash
ionable of the planets, gives greatness of soul, the ardour for both the lesser and 
greater jihad - the outer and the inner holy war - the power to do the good; its 
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' , ) 1 1 ,  oj '  w u rst', i.\ wra t h .  The Sun gives l it<:, dign ity a n d  clarity - literally eluci
, l . l t ing and thence prophecy; its sin is pride. Venus offers love and the urge for 
, o l l t i l iat ion;  irs sin, lust, loses this right desire in the flesh. Mercury gives articu-
1 . 1 1  ion a n d  mental understanding, its sin being envy, which is misunder
'. 1 , l I ld ing, and thus its product is lies. The Moon gives procreation - again, in its 
w idt'st sense; as the fastest of the planets, its failing, as with the hare in the fable 
, " t he hare and the tortoise, is sloth. 

I n  the individual chart, the exact placement of each of these planets, their 
, I  ign ities, their receptions and their aspects, will display clearly and in the 
! '. rt·atest of detail the truth of the native's position. This is of the greatest impor
I . l l I ce. It is always easy to paint our own vices in the most positive colours: I 'm a 
I t  .. Han tic hell-raiser; you're a drunken slob. The chart gives a clear, objective 
1 I l 'membering that we are working with the tools of the tradition) picture 
II ! .ich we may choose to ignore but which we cannot truthfully deny. As the 
I l l ores of society become ever more corrupt, the value of such a picture grows 
, ITr the greater. I may be assured by all around me that certain behaviour is the 
1 1 1 .1  rk of a questing spirit; I may look to figures widely held in high esteem, and 
.n' they did the same; but if my chart shows this behaviour by, for instance, the 

I I der of the twelfth house of self-undoing receiving the ruler of the Ascendant 
I l l I e) into its detriment, I cannot pretend that I have not been warned. 
.� loreover, the chart not only provides us with a clear and indisputable assess
I l I l'nt of where our weaknesses lie, but also shows just as clearly what tools we 
1 . , I ve at our disposal to remedy these faults. 

Pointing out the appropriate tools for such remedial action is the most 
1 1 1 1  portant advice that the astrologer can offer his client. The chart will make 
I lch advice absolutely specific to the individual, avoiding the well-meaning but 

I l relevant suggestions that can be proffered by those without such specific 
1 , l lowledge. The study of the receptions within the chart shows us which attrib
I l l l'S can ride to the rescue of those that are not functioning correctly. Suppose 
, I I I  r subject is doing badly at college, with parents and teachers nagging him to 
l j lply himself to his studies. If Mars (energy) and Saturn (discipline) are 
I l l 'l pfully connected with his Mercury (mind) , there is potential for such advice 
I t '  hear fruit. If not, there is little point in continuing to offer it. The chart may 
, I IOW an affliction that is easily removed: Mercury is afflicted by the Sun and 
.� loon, both of which fall on nebulous fixed stars, indicating that his eyesight is 
I 'oor (the Sun and Moon rule the eyes) - so we stop shouting at him and buy 
1 1 1 m some glasses. Or we may, perhaps, find Venus in favourable contact with 
i\lncury, so we allow him to drop maths and enrol in the art class where the 
1 ' , I rr icuiar qualities of his mind can excel. 

The same principles apply to the inner life. One man's badly placed Venus 
I l l ight be in helpful reception with Saturn: fasting could be the way to keep his 
1 1 I .,ts in check. For someone without such a contact, however, asceticism might 
J ,t' pointless misery, while the suggestion of a positive contact from the ruler of 
I l i ,\ seventh houst', that h e  look tor a wife, could be just what is required. We can 
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either view the planets in the chart as tll nctioIls 01 1 i l ,' ( H "  ' I (  I t - WI H id ,  , l l l d  s l Ifkr 
their consequences, or see them as attributes of our OWIl ,'>01 1 1  a l l d  work to 
integrate them, 

This directed perspective offers us a profounder schema for approaching the 
birth-chart. First, the religious inclination is assessed, as this is the only frame
work that makes sense of all that follows. Mter all, without that, there is no 
reason for the life to exist in the first place. So we start by studying Jupiter, the 
natural planet of religion; the ninth and third houses (the ninth being the house 
of religion, the third the bringing of that religion into daily life) ; the Ascendant 
(the ego) ; and the Moon (the psychic substance of the soul) , considering these 
in their dignities, aspects and placements. We can then look to the spiritual 
background, without which support even a promising chart is likely to amount 
to little, If the picture so far is sound, we can turn to the Sun, significator of the 
Spirit, to see what connection there is with that. The consideration of these 
points gives us that elusive quality which the moderns assure us cannot be 
judged from the chart: the 'level' at which the person is operating. The Arabian 
Parts, which we shall discuss later, and certain of the fixed stars - notably those 
which mark the four quarters of the sky: Aldebaran, Regulus, Antares and 
Fomalhaut - are also of great importance here. 

We can then examine the life in which the being has found himself: the 
temperament and manner, knowledge of which enables him to understand not 
only himself, but also the fact that others are not as he; and the potentials, the 
strengths and the weaknesses, as indicated by the planets, and the possibilities 
for change as suggested by receptions, This possibility of change, the 'way out' 
from whatever problems are inherent, shows where human freedom lies. Then 
we have the life around him, as shown by the various houses of the chart: 
immediate family, wider circles of acquaintance, work, learning, the family he 
may acquire, and so forth. Finally, although we may wisely choose to follow the 
traditional proscriptions against doing so, we have the capacity to see how the 
life is likely to proceed by examining the progressions, revolutions and transits. 

For all our astrology, however, our picture of the person and the life can be 
drawn only within the scope of a sound knowledge of man: it is all very well 
having the tools; we must also have the understanding necessary to apply them. 
Once again we are returned to the same point: we can have an astrology only 
within the revealed faiths. Applying even these fine tools within a concept oflife 
dreamed up on some Californian beach will give us nothing except a fleeting 
amusement. Astrology is not an end in itself: it must be directed, and as a true 
science its direction is given within the spiritual traditions. Take away the faith 
and, as history has shown, astrology dies; what seemed so glorious a jewel is 
revealed as so much dust. But keep the two combined and the benefits of the 
study of the natal chart outweigh even the most untedeemable promises of the 
modern psychobabble. 

1 2  

Mundane Astrology 

I )" "p i te the contemporary obsession with the goings-on inside our own heads, 
d l l '  crown and the flower of astrology has traditionally been regarded as 

1 I l I l l ldane: the study of events in the world. With the hierarchical nature of 
1 ,, 1  rol ogy it is implicit that the lesser is always contained within the greater. The 
1 1 1 1 1  \ ( ) \" events of my life are contained within the promise of my nativity, so if it 
I ' , I \ot  in my nativity that I shall win either the lottery or the Olympics, no 

I " ",i Ilg transit will contradict this and indicate that I shall; j ust so, all the possi
I , I i  i I i cs of my natal chart are contained within the possibilities of the larger 
, \ I ks within which that nativity took place. This statement says nothing which 
I ' ,  l I ot obvious to common-sense, yet never fails to produce extreme opposition. 
I . .  give examples: I am born in mid-Twentieth-Century England; no matter 

\\  I I . I I  might be indicated in my nativity, I shall neither be burned as a witch nor 
I, " . I a victorious cavalry charge. S imilarly with the larger cycles with which 

1 I I I I I l Llane astrology deals: the King of Fiji, no matter no glorious his nativity, 
\\  I i i  I lot rule an empire on which the Sun never sets. 

I I  it is the scale on which these cycles work that gives them their place at the 
I ,  ' I I  of the astrological hierarchy, the sheer complexity of the judgments 
1 1 1 \' ( ) 1  ved should warn off those who have not attained mastery of the lesser 

', I  , I des from trying their hand here. The lives of each one of us tend to proceed 
. ' I I  I heir  way rarely touched by the larger cycles within which we live. The fate 
. 0 1 I ) m  nation may provide the backdrop against which our lives are played, but 
\ \  ( '  hump into it only on infrequent - and usually unpleasant - occasions. How 
. 1  I i  l<Tent the life of the king, whose nativity is entwined from birth with that of 
I I I "  country. So while we may safely judge the individual's chart as a thing alone, 
1 1 1 \ '  king's, and still more, his country's, can be judged only with reference to a 

' I  i t'S of others. 
M l lndane astrology deals with events comparatively vast in both scale and 

I I I I l l'. I t deals with the rise and fall of empire, yet even this is but the flicker of an 
, \( , I i d  within the larger cycles that are included within its broad domain. These 
1 . 1 1 1 '," cycles of time are commonly regarded as the exclusive possession of Indian 
l o i l i losoph ies, bur are al ive and well, if gravely neglected, within the western 
, I '" rological trad i t ion .  That they are so neglected demonstrates the egocentricity 
d 1 . 1 1  keeps Oi l  r astro logical i n terests tied to our own trivial concerns. There is 
1 1 1 ) 1 I I l l 1 l h consoLi I ion to he ga i n ed frolll studyi ng the  next World-Year of 
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360,000 years i n  the h ope tha t  our  lovl' · l i l l' 1 1 1  I) ', I t  I I ", i i, " I '  ,I 1 I I I k  Wl t l' l l  i t  
begins. 

It is notable that the greater has been society's COllll' l l t L l l io l l  O i l  t he sigll ifi
cance of the individual, the less has been its interest in m u ndane astrology. Part 
of the illusion with which modern astrology deals is our thinking ourselves free 
from these larger cycles; but if we are not free from the automatic responses 
which determine almost all of the lives of almost all of us, how much the less are 
we free from the history - as shown by the grand astrological cycles - that deter
mines our surroundings. The particular unfashionability of mundane astrology 
in the contemporary world is surely not unconnected with the predominance of 
generations of astrologers most of whom lack the experience of people dropping 
bombs on their head for no other reason than their nationality. The illusion 
that mundane astrology does not exist, or that we are free from its grasp, is the 
illusion that the world stops at the door of the play-room. 

It pleases us to think of our own lives as susceptible to astrology, played out 
against a background of reality that is not. Astrology and reality thus become 
two separate things, leaving astrology as an add-on extra, which we may admit 
into our lives or not as we desire. As astrology carries the promise of change, we 
can realign our fate by waiting for that nice Venus transit, acting on the Jupiter 
aspect, or just by going to a different astrologer - the one who tells us what we 
want to hear. But the astrology of our lives proceeds within larger cycles: rulers, 
nations, empires and the like. No matter what possibilities are in my chart, 
much of what happens to me is determined at a higher level. I may have the 
capacity to become the greatest general of all time; I may join the army and 
work my way to the top; but if the larger cycles fail to provide me with a war to 
fight, I shall not be remembered by history. Similarly, one person may have the 
nativity of an expert businessman; another of a mediocre one: it is the turning 
of the mundane cycles producing a period of economic depression that will 
reveal the difference between the two. For this reason, the tradition has always 
stressed that notability can be found in the birth-chart only by comparison with 
the larger wheels that determine the time. 

An obvious example of this is the person of no apparent talent who achieves 
fame by riding the spirit of the age. Astrology suggests that anyone who 
achieves fame or notable success in the world will be doing just the same. There 
will be many people with similar qualities: one catches the wave while the 
others do not. This ability to catch the wave will be shown by connections 
between the person's nativity and the lunation (New or Full Moon) or eclipse (a 
lunation at which Earth, Moon and Sun are aligned in such a way that either 
the Sun is wholly or partially obscured by the body of the Moon, or the Moon 
is wholly or partially obscured by the shadow of the Earth) immediately before 
or after the birth. Just as each sphere of the traditional cosmos is contained 
within a larger, so all that is possible within one cycle of time is contained 
within the limits of what is possible within a larger cycle. Expressed in astrolog
ical terms, this sounds debatable; expressed in common-sense terms, it is 
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, , 1 , v io I I S .  l ' I I l' wodd dot's l U l l  prOl t'l"l1 i l l  ra l ldol 1 1  /ash io l l .  What  is poss ihk i l l a 
" 1 1 1 . t l l  l yck ( t i l l' s l 1 1a l \  cyck t hat  is today, fill' example) is enclosed w i th i n  the 
I "  I\,s ih i l i t il's of a s l ight ly  la rger cycle (this  year) ; if this were not so, there would 
I " ,  . 1  smal l  but nonetheless real danger of my being eaten by dinosaurs if I set 
I "ot outs ide my house. This does not accord with the modern dream, where all 
l i t i ngs can be achieved if only we drink the right cola; but its failure to do so 
, I t 'l's not necessarily expose it as false: a boy can grow up and move from log
o , Ih in to White House, but only a particular boy will. 

' I 'he delineation of the cycles varies from the conjunction of all seven planets 
[ I I  t he first degree of Aries, occurring every 360,000 years, to the simple revolu
l i t I I I  of all the planets around the Earth. The latter is, of course, our familiar 
, l . ly;  the former is the World-Year, which is itself but 'one day among the days of 
! I l l' macrocosm'. The world-year is subdivided by the mighty qisma, which 
[ I  loves 1° along the celestial equator every 1000 solar years, and further defined 
I I I '  the big, middle and small qismas which move 1° every 100, 10 and 1 solar 
\ , ' , I rs respectively. There are many other cycles of varying extents, the overlap
I i l l ig of which defines the particular quality of any period of time, no matter 
I [ t  IW large or small. Most, such as the intiha'at and fordarat, are little known; 
, ' > lne, such as the movement of the sphere of the fixed stars, which produces the 
I . [ h ld 'Age of Aquarius', have in garbled form become common knowledge. For 
I II act ical purposes, those with which we are most concerned are the cycles of the 
I \\'() outermost planets, Jupiter and Saturn, known as the Great Chronocrators, 
1 1 1 1' timekeepers of the cosmos. 

lupirer and Saturn conjunct every twenty years. These grand conjunctions 
I . [ ke place in signs of the same element (earth, air, fire or water) for periods of 
, 1 0  years. After 960 years (4 elements at 240 years each = 960) the cycle recurs. 
\ s  the Arab Neoplatonists the Brothers of Purity (Ikhwan al-Safa') explain, "for 
1 , l i ths and empires, we seek the indications from the grand conjunctions which 
I t 'l ur  approximately every thousand years; the passage of rulership from one 
I l . l t ion to another, or from one country to another, or from one dynasty to 
, [ [ lOther, are things which follow from events the indications of which we seek 
[ I I  the conjunctions which recur every two hundred and forty years; for the 
[I cession of individual rulers and the things which cause this, such as wars and 

0 1  i ssensions, we seek the indications of the conjunctions which follow every 
I Wl'nty years." I Here we have the three highest levels of our astrological 
I [ i lTa rchy: kings and potentates; dynasties and families; and, at the peak, states 
[ l id great nations. The grand conjunctions are judged both from the time at 
wh ich they occur and from the start of the preceding revolution of the world, 
I l tat is, the moment at which the Sun enters Aries in that year. The charts are 
, , 1 St for the place with whose events we are concerned. Against the background 
"I t hese conjunctions are interpreted the charts for eclipses and both New and 
I t d l  Moons. Other conjunctions, especially those of Mars with Jupiter or 

, /'1'.1 NI'I'ollll;IJIIJ ('I 11'.1' Cycll'.,. pp. 104-5. trans. from Arahic hy G. de Callatay, Academia-Bruylant, 
i 4 n lv . l i l l  L I · N<: t l vl'. 1 ')l)6, A u t hor's translation. 
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Chart 7: Coventry, foundation chart. 

Saturn, are not without their significance, but are generally much less impor
tant. These astronomically determined charts will be considered in the light of 
charts for relevant events, such as the founding of a city or the independence of 
a country. As with each of these charts we must consider the charts for the 
preceding eclipse and grand conjunction, it is easy to see the extreme 
complexity of the mundane branch of astrology. We have come a long way from 
the simplicity of horary judgment, where we watched the movements of just 
two or three planets in just one chart: here, we have a sheaf of charts, each of 
which must be considered in the light of each and all of the others. Without 
mastery of the lower degrees, the would-be mundane astrologer is doomed to 
flounder. 

This necessary complexity does not make it easy to present mundane judge
ment in simple fashion: either we ask our reader to toil through dozens of 
associated charts, carrying relevant points in their head from one to another, or 
we present an image of judgement so truncated as to appear trivial, losing not 
only the complexity but the sheer awesome grandeur of the movement of these 
cycles, wheel within wheel, against each other. Our example necessarily gives 
but the faintest flavour of mundane astrology. 
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( : i l ie\, l i ke peopit- , have I he i r  1 10 1"O\lOpl'\. Un l i kl' per\onal  horoscopl'S, 
I , , )wl'ver, I h l'sl' a rl' on ly rarely Sl't ttl!' the moment at wh ich the c i ty was born, as 

I I lml c i t i l'S jus t  accumulatl'd w i thout hav ing an official start-time. There are 
, < l l l ll' l'xceptions: al-Bi runi  gives the chart which the caliph ai-Mansur had 
, I ,'lled to time the foundation of his splendid new city of Baghdad; but for the 
I l lost part, our city charts are timed from some significant event, most often the 
I ',r.1 I l t ing of the city charter. We shall consider the chart for Coventry.2 With its 
, \ \l endant ruled by Venus, which falls in the fixed air sign of Aquarius, the 
, hart shows immediately its appropriateness for a city most noted for a woman 
I id i ng naked through its centre in order to prove a point. 

( )n the night of 141I5th November 1940, the centre of the city was destroyed 
1 , \, Cerman bombers in the most devastating single attack of the blitz. Astrology 
, I , >l'S not partake of our simplistic modern ascriptions of cause: "plane crashes, 
II ho is to blame?" as if there were one reason and one reason only why things 
I l . l ppen as they do. In accordance with traditional philosophy, we have cause 
II I l h i n cause, all being contained within the prime cause of all things that is the 
W i l l  of God. So for any action we can point to causes at any number of levels of 
I I I I  mediacy: my teeth fall out because I eat too many sweets, which is because I 
1 1 1 1 self-indulgent, which is because of certain bodily imbalances, and because 
I l I V  parents compensated for their own hard upbringing, and so on. So with 
1 \ 1  rology, we can always go one step further back on the path of causation, a 
1 " lt represented by looking ever further back along the series of connected 
, 1 1 , lrts, until we have no more charts and must face the Prime Cause. For 
I "  , \ctical purposes, we may start our investigation with the Grand Conjunction 
, < I 1 ,)21..3 

rhere was another Grand Conjunction shortly before the night of the raid, 
" I I August 8th and October 20th 1940 (although these conjunctions occur only 
, I lTy twenty years, the retrograde motion of the planets sometimes results in 
, ' I l l' conjunction being twice repeated within the space of a few months) . The 
1 , l l d , however, grew from seeds sown during the period covered by the 1921 
, , ) nj unction, so that is the one with which we must concern ourselves. The 
, , ) n junction occurs at the same time, no matter where we are on Earth; we set 
, > 1 1  r chart for this time by the longitude and latitude of the place we wish to 
I I I  vestigate. Setting the chart for the conjunction for Coventry places the eighth 
, I I\P of Coventry's birth-chart - the eighth being the house of death - exactly 
, ' I I  t he Midheaven. This is not good. It is all the worse as Caput Algol, the most 
I l I .dd1C of all fixed stars, known to the Chinese as 'piled-up bodies', falls on this 
I '< l i n t. Mars rules Coventry's seventh house (open enemies) and afflicts the 
I'l l  id heaven of the conjunction chart by a close square aspect. Coventry might 
' \ I ll'n to suffer at the hands of its enemies. The Moon's South Node shows 
,\ hlTe the native w i l l  be hurt. In the conjunction chart, set for Coventry, it falls 
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Chart 8: 1921 Grand Conjunction 

exactly on the cusp of the ninth house: Coventry will be hurt through 
foreigners. 

Together with the chart for the moment of the Grand Conjunction, we must 
consider that for the moment of the Sun's entry into Aries immediately before 
it.4 Again, we set this chart for Coventry. At the 1921 Aries ingress, Mars was 
conjunct the Moon's South Node. This is a most unfortunate combination, but 
it was the same the world over. At 27 degrees of Aries, however, this conjunction 
fell just on Coventry's natal Descendant, cusp of the seventh house of open 
enemies. Once again, violent (Mars) suffering (South Node) through the 
enemies is strongly indicated. By virtue of its strength, its applying aspect from 
the Moon and its rulership of both Midheaven and (by exaltation) Ascendant, 
Mars is Lord of this ingress chart, The timing at which these astrological 
chickens will come home to roost is shown through its progression onto the 
Ascendant. 

As these wheels turn within wheels, we find the chart for the eclipse immedi
ately before the outbreak of war confirming the forthcoming problems for 
Coventry, notably by the Lord of the Eclipse, Venus, falling exactly on the city's 

4 March 21St, 1921. 3 . 51 am GMT 
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Chart 9: 1921 Aries Ingress 

I I I  

1 1 . 1 1  al South Node.5 Both the hierarchy of astrology and common-sense tell us 
I h ,l t  Coventry's fate is subject to the fate of the larger bodies of which it is a part. 
No matter how grim the charts for any of the preceding conjunctions or eclipses 
] ] I i ght have been, they would not have resulted in Coventry being bombed by 
d l l' Luftwaffe unless Great Britain were at war with Germany. This, of course, 
I ,  I i  ngs a further ream of charts into consideration, which we shall not do here. 
I 'hc relevant charts for Germany do, however, show an inbuilt propensity 

I ( >wards the demolition of Coventry. The birthchart of the Third Reich, for 
' \ ,l Inple, has its Mars falling by antis cion exactly on Coventry's South Node, 
I hl' point of vulnerability, through which it will suffer. There are cities around 
I l l l' globe for which we could say the same thing; their containing larger wheels 
, I  i ll not grind in such a way that this propensity was brought into play. The fate 
"I nations meant that Coventry's was; and in this same German chart we find 
I hl' fatal date: if we progress the Third Reich birth-chart to November 15th 
I 'HO, we find that the Part of Fortune - its 'treasure' - is exactly conjunct the 
1 ', 1  rt of Death in Coventry's chart. That is, the Third Reich's treasure at that 
I I I 1 1 C  was congruent with the death of Coventry - as became apparent. 
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Chart 1 0: Eclipse prior to outbreak of war 

If we consider the Solar and Lunar Returns for the period concerned, we can 
watch the clouds gathering,6 Coventry's Solar Return for 1940 - its birthday 
chart, as it were - is as black as could be, We find that Aries, the sign on the 
seventh house of the birth-chart, falls on the Ascendant of the Return, 
According to William Lilly, "the Native will then receive loss and detriment in 
that year according to the nature of that house which the ascendant of the 
Revolution did signifY in the radix'' ;? so in this case, as it was the seventh house 
in the radix, the loss will be through open enemies, or in Lilly's words 
"contentions and brawlings". 8 

As the actual degree on the Revolution Ascendant is so close to that of the 
radix, what is indicated will be that much the sharper. Lilly also tells us that 
"when the Ascendant of the Revolution comes to the hostile Beams of the 
Infortunes . . .  the native may expect great peril that year".9 The Revolution 
Ascendant is immediately conjunct all three of the infortunes: Mars, Saturn and 

6 January 30th, I940; ro.07 am GMT and October 26th, I940; ro.24 pm GMT respectively. 
7 op. cit. p. 737 
8 ibid. 
9 ibid. 
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Chart 13: Full Moon on the night oJ the raid, 

the South Node cluster around it at a maximum distance of only four degrees. 
The dire state of being pinned between two malefics is known as besiegement; 
here, the Ascendant is trapped between all three. The Nodes lie conjunct the 
Ascendant/Descendant axis: with the South Node just inside the first house, 
this repeats the strong indication we have already seen of suffering at the hands 
of the enemy. Mars, ruler of the natal seventh, bearing down on the Ascendant, 
confirms this. The Lunar Revolution, with the South Node in a fire sign exactly 
on the Midheaven paints a graphic picture: how will Coventry be hurt? By fire 
up in the air. 

Finally, we look at the Full or New Moon before the event. The Full Moon 
was on the actual night of the raid. l o  At 22 Taurus, it falls just on the cusp of 
Coventry's natal house of death and takes us back to Grand Conjunction chart, 
where this same degree is conjunct the Midheaven, showing that we now have 
the fiIlfilment of the potential of that conjunction in this particular place. At 
the time of the full Moon - during the raid, that is - Mars, whose recurrent 
malignity we have traced through these charts, fell exactly on the Ascendant of 
the Coventry birth-chart. We might note also that Neptune lies just on the 

1 0 Full Moon at 2,23 am GMT, November 15th, 1940, 
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I 'hesc arc jusl I he sal icnt points from a series of charts the ful l  delineation of 
w l l i l h ,  CVl'1l i f '  l i m i ted to this single event, would demand an extensive book of 
i I \  own, The 1')21 Crand Conjunction had effects around the world: they were 
1 10 1  l i m i ted to the events of just one night in one city nineteen years later. By a 
( " n t i nual process of scaling down, moving from wheel to wheel on ever more 
',pL'cific levels of time and location, the mundane astrologer selects from the 
I I  I, ISS of potential of the great charts that which will come to pass in the partic
I I L t r locality with which he is concerned. If the judgement of a human nativity, 
w i l  h all the tangled concerns of a personality throughout a life, is a demanding 
I . I \k ,  the judgement of the mundane cycles is awesome indeed. But to have a 
I I  i l L' understanding of the man without understanding the environment within 
wh ich he lives is impossible, even if only because the environment has a habit of 
',weeping him up and making away with him. That mundane astrology is so 
I l l'glected leaves us with nothing but the facile explanations of the political 
, "mmentators. These explanations for the behaviour of such complex creatures 
. 1 \  nations and societies would be laughed to scorn if they were applied to an 
I I ldividual person; yet for want of any better, we take them seriously and so find 
( > I I  rselves living within them. This is not to our advantage. Our fond illusion is 
1 1 1 ; \ [  we can cultivate our individuality regardless of what proceeds in the world 
" l i l s ide our door; but when the soul enters the flesh it takes on a place in society 
1\ surely as it takes on a human form. The outside world has a far greater effect 

I ' i  H)[1 us than it is fashionable to admit; as such, the current neglect of mundane 
1 \ 1  rology is most seriously to our detriment. 

( 'omets 
I I  is in mundane astrology that the comets, those awesome harbingers of 'the 

I I Til ity of the earth, Pestilence, Famine, War, alterations of Kingdoms, States 
1 1 1 . 1  Empires, Laws and Customs, Winds, Earthquakes, Inundations, extreme 

1 1 l , , 1 t  and drought, grievous diseases and infirmities, and suchlike horrid evils', I I  

I Ll VL' their greatest influence. These 'hairy stars', as is the derivation of their 
I l . l me, appear as if from nowhere, their shape, movement and, often, brilliance 
1 I 1 ' I rk i ng them out from other celestial objects. Although some comets travel in 
' > I hits allowing prediction of their return, the intrinsic nature of the creature is 
. 1 \  something that is, from our limited human perspective, beyond all law, a 
' i ' , ln ner thrown into the regular clockwork of the spheres, signifYing, therefore, 
I I l nnoil and disruption. As what is above mirrors that below, these unwonted 
1 I \ ' l \ l ih�stations i n  the skies cannot but mark dire happenings on Earth. 

' I 'he  nature of the events that a comet portends are seen primarily from its 
, • ) Iol l l' and position in the heavens. A reddish hue displays its connection with 
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Mars, tOr t:xample; blue with Vt:nus. EXtlTnl l" brigl t l l ll '" 1 ( " 1 . 1 1 " , i l  aga i l l (() 
Venus, the brightest object in the sky after the S U Il alld M oo 1 l ;  v i s i b i l i ty o l l ly 
around sunrise or sunset with Venus or Mercury, which two pla nt:ts behave 
likewise. Its effects will be felt in those sections of creation governed by the signs 
through which it passes, the greatest significance being accorded to that in 
which it is first seen: soldiers might suffer if it appears in Aries; the seas and 
their denizens if in Cancer; kings and leaders if in Leo. Conjunctions with 
planets and fixed stars will add further information according to their natures. 

As an example, we may consider the comet Hale-Bopp, whose appearance in 
the Spring of 1997 had not been anticipated. Its silvery-blue colour identified it 
as being of Venus/Mercury nature, as did its appearing only around sunset. Its 
brightness confirmed the primacy of its Venus-nature, indicating that the afflic
tions it presaged would primarily concern the feminine, and thus childbirth 
and procreation. Its secondary Mercury-nature meant that it would also 
concern the mind and thus invention. It appeared in Taurus, so its effects 
would be felt among four-footed beasts, and then progressed into the humane 
sign of Gemini, carrying this turmoil to humankind. Its first appearance was 
conjunct that most malefic of all fixed stars, Caput Algol, traditionally associ
ated with losing one's head. With this clear sign of the losing of heads affecting 
four-footed beasts through vanity of reason (Venus/Mercury) it was no surprise 
that this comet's appearance was soon followed by the announcement of the 
cloning of Dolly the sheep. We await with trepidation the consequences of this 
action as indicated by the comet's passage into Gemini. 

1 3  

Astro-meteorology and 
Horticultural Astrology 

I he branch of mundane astrology in most common use in the past, and that 
I I lost neglected today, is that which has perhaps the most immediate practical 
l i St:: the forecasting of the weather. This neglect is all the more surprising as the 
. 1 1  rect relevance of certain astrological indicators is obvious to anyone: as the 
" 1 1 11 moves through the zodiac the seasons change; as it rises to the Midheaven 
I ht: temperature increases; and as it sinks below the Descendant (the western 
I lorizon) the temperature drops rapidly. 

In principle, the astrological forecasting of the weather is simple; there are, 
I " lwever, so many variables to be considered that the simple principles occur in 
I ' . ltterns of the utmost complexity. As with any branch of mundane astrology, the 
f . ractitioner is faced with an indefinitely extendible array of charts, each of which 
I orks within the bounds laid down by another chart, which is in its turn limited 

I ,v another. With political matters there is usually a cut-off point beyond which 
I V  need not look: the chart for the foundation of a dynasty, perhaps, or the 

1 I I dependence of a nation. But with astro-meteorology there is no such cut-off 
I ., lint. We do not have a chart for the moment at which our country came into 

\ istence as a geographical entity. Much, though, can still be done. 
The key to weather forecasting lies in the fundamental divisions of signs and 

1 . l anets into the various combinations of hot or cold and moist or dry. These 
. ,my the obvious implications for the weather. 

The simplest way of forecasting the weather for any specific occasion is by 
I , ' t:  of horary: the question itself limits the chart to that particular time, saving 
' "  the necessity of overlaying a series of mundane charts and comparing their 
1 , l rious testimonies. Indeed, questions of weather are usually among the easiest 
I I (  l raries to judge. Suppose I ask about the weather on the holiday I am 
I .hnning: finding the Sun (hot and dry) in Leo (hot and dry) just on the cusp of 
I hl' ninth house (long journeys) in the horary chart would - if there were no 
\ oll trary testimonies - assure me of the ideal weather for basking on the beach. 
I I � however, I were planning a barbecue and found Jupiter, the planet of rain, in 
I ' i scl's, where it is strong and also wet (if in its other sign of Sagittarius it would 
k equally strong, but drier) opposing the cusp of the fifth house (parties), I 
would be well  adv ised to change my plans.  If a general question about the 
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weather is asked - " Wi l l  i t  be a fi l le  sU l l l lller?" lor  1 1 1 .\ 1 . 1 1 1 \ " \\'\' wou ld look t o  
the first house of the chart, as indicator of fhe gel lera l � i l l l .1 I  JO I l  I I I  I h .1 1  pI .ICl·, 

The limitation with horary is that it does not work I l ln i la l l  ical ly. I f the: 
question about my barbecue or the weather over the summer wanders into my 
head of its own volition, a horary chart will give accurate judgment. I cannot 
ask as a matter of routine each morning "What will the weather be like today?" 
and expect any degree of accuracy - any more than I can work my way through 
a lottery ticket asking "Will number I come up?" "Will number 2?" So for 
forecasting when there is no specific event in mind, we must resort to mundane 
charts. 

We can cast a chart for the whole year, perhaps to ascertain some general 
information such as the amount of rainfall; but the longest period for which we 
shall probably enquire will be a season, as the natural variations from season to 
season render any enquiry into the weather for a year less productive than might 
be expected: there is little point in exercising our astrology to decide thac 
summer will be hotter than winter. For the seasons, we cast a chart for the 
moment of the Sun's entry into each of the four cardinal signs: Aries for the 
spring, Cancer for the summer, Libra for autumn and Capricorn for the winter. 
These charts, however, are not judged alone, but together with that for the new 
or full Moon immediately preceding the Sun's ingress into that sign. The 
positions of the planets with regard to both the zodiac and each other will, of 
course, be the same the world over; the difference in weather from place to place 
is seen by casting the chart for the location in which we are interested. House 
positions, especially aspects to the angles, are crucial. A wet Jupiter on the 
Midheaven will bring rain in abundance, while if he is tucked away in the 
twelfth house he will have little effect. 

Such variations from place to place will allow us to see the broad outlines of 
the weather patterns; but there is little appreciable difference between our 
Jupiter exactly on the Midheaven in one place and two degrees away from it in 
another. The fine detail of local conditions is provided by the fixed stars. Each 
star has the nature of either one planet or two - or occasionally three - in 
combination, and, most significantly, it operates over only a small orb. There is 
a great deal of difference between a star of Jupiter nature exactly on the 
Midheaven and the same star just a degree or two away. Particular attention 
must be paid to the celestial latitude of the stars. We are usually concerned only 
with celestial longitude: movement around the ecliptic, more or less from side 
to side of the viewer's horizon. The planets also have an up and down motion 
within the limits of the band of the ecliptic; this is measured by latitude. 
Occultation, which occurs only if planet conjuncts star by both longitude and 
latitude, is of the utmost significance in weather-forecasting. Planets return to 
the same degree of longitude at regular intervals; they aspect each other 
regularly; any particular planet occults any particular star only rarely. We see 
here one of the major variables in our judgement, reflecting the fact that 
weather does not recur in a precise regular pattern. 
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{ ) m e  we haw dl' l lTl l l i l l l'd t he broad outlook Itlr  t h e  seaSOI l ,  we can look i n  
1 I I000e dCla i l  a t  i t s  cO lllponent months by casting the ingress and lunation charts 
l or t h e  Su n's cntry in to each zodiacal sign. Further detail is provided by casting 
1 1 1 'W charts Ii.lr each phase of the Moon. The lunation before the ingress is taken 
, 1 \  our starting point; charts cast at the exact moment of each quarter (that is, 
IVhen the Moon squares, opposes or conjuncts the Sun) will break the month 
t lown into weeks. The weather day by day can be determined by the distance 
I ",tween aspecting planets in these charts, by the rising and setting of the fixed 
,urs and by casting a chart for suntise on the day in question. It is important to 
lI 'member, however, that these more detailed charts cannot be judged alone: no 
. J age in the gradual refinement of precision from chart to chart can be omitted; 
I l l e  testimonies of each chart operate only within the bounds laid down by the 
I I l 'xt level in the 'hierarchy' of charts. The information we draw from all of these 
, harts must be judged against the overall climate (we are compensating here for 
t I I l r lack of geographical foundation charts) : what is cold and moist for Scotland 
1 \ not what is cold and moist for Algeria. 

I n judgment, the signs follow their elemental natures: the fire signs are hot 
I l l d  dry; air hot and moist; water cold and moist; earth cold and dry. These 
I , . lsic natures are qualified by the season of the sign, whether or not that is the 
'.( ,lson for which the chart is cast. Leo, being a summer sign, is hotter and drier 
I I  un autumnal Sagittarius; wintry Pisces is colder and wetter than summery 
I .1I1cer. Saturn brings cold, and if moistened by position or aspect, cloud. His is 
d i e  east wind. Jupiter gives good weather, although astrology's conception of 

'.' lod weather is that of the farmer rather than the holidaymaker: as the Great 
I lt-nefic it brings weather fine, mild and clear - but any hint of moisture 
l i l aching itself will bring rain in plenty. His is the north or north-east wind. 

Mars, as might be expected, brings violent weather: the thunderstorm that 
I l l eaks a spell of sultry days; the intensification of any testimonies with which he 
1 \ connected. His is the west wind - the 'wild west wind' of Shelley's poem, 

I ripping the leaves from the trees. The Sun's indications change with the 
,t ;ISons: moist showers in Spring; heat in Summer; mist in Autumn; drizzle in 

\\ j II  ter. It indicates the east wind. 
Venus is much like Jupiter, on smaller scale: fine weather, unless moistened, 

\ \  hen she then shows rain. Hers is the south wind. Mercury's main signification 
1 \  of wind and turbulence - even as far as earthquakes. As ever, it adapts its 
1 1 . l l ure to that of whichever of the planets it is in contact; the particular direc-
1 1 0 1 1  of wind he provokes will be that of the planet to which he applies. The 
'\ 100n is itself moist, but works mainly as a catalyst, bringing the other planets 
1 1 1 1 0  action as she forms aspects with them. Like Mercury, she provokes the 
\ \ j l ld  of the planet to which she next applies. So if our lunation chart showed 
,\ krcury in Virgo (cold and dry) exactly on the Midheaven, we should expect 
t , l id wind.  If it were applying immediately to oppose Jupiter in Pisces, the wind 
wOl i ld take its direction from Jupiter (northerly) and bring rain. 

;\ t 1 e l l t ion I l lust  a lso be given to some Arabian Parts: the Part of Weather, 
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which shows th<.: weatht:r in general and tht: wi nds i l l  P,l l l I l  I d , 1 1 ( ;\" t ' 1 ll 1a 1 l 1  t 
Dispositor of Mercury - Mercury) ; the Part of hr<.: a l ld I ka l ( A.,l t Mars 
Sun) ; the Part of Clouds (Asc + Saturn - Mars) ; the Part of Rains (Asc + Venus 
- Moon) ; and the Part of Cold (Asc + Saturn - Mercury) . In the daily chart, 
cast for sunrise, the Part of the Day can be used: Moon + Sun - Saturn. As 
always, the condition of that planet that rules the sign in which a Part falls is of 
equal significance with the condition of the Part itself. 

Finally, recourse must be made to that long-forgotten astrological technique 
of switching off the computer, stepping outside and looking to see what is 
happening in the sky: sub-lunar indications have their own important place in 
astro-meteorology. Alterations in the appearance of the planets, especially the 
luminaries, owing to atmospheric changes will, if wisely combined with infor
mation from the charts, give the finishing touches to an accurate forecast. 

The astrological indicators which we consider when predicting the weather 
are, of course, exactly those which we consider when examining any aspect of 
human life. It may be that here we find the reason why astro-meteorology has 
fallen from favour. As it suits post-Enlightenment man to consider himself a 
machine, capable of grinding in daily toil hour by hour regardless of time or 
season, the idea that the weather and his state of well-being are so intimately 
connected that they can both be deduced from study of the same indicators is 
not a convenient one. But what is convenient for his current obsessions and 
what is for the benefit of his body, mind and soul are not necessarily the same. 

Farmers and gardeners around the world still plant by the phase of the Moon, 
often without for one moment considering that they are doing anything astro
logical, although they are practising a simple form of electional astrology. 

The ground will have been turned, an action preferably started during an 
hour ruled by Saturn, ruler of the soil. Manuring will ideally have been started 
during a Jupiter hour on a Saturn day, or vice versa, bringing nourishment and 
fertility to the soil. The Moon should be strong (in Taurus, an earth sign, if 
possible) , increasing in light and applying to either a fortune or, at least, a 
planet with some strong essential dignity. For sowing, a Jupiter hour should be 
chosen, with the Moon increasing in light and with a minimum of thirty-six 
hours having elapsed since New, to make sure it is free of the debilitating rays of 
the Sun. Similarly, there should be at least thirty-six hours before the Full 
Moon, for the same reason. First quarter, when the Moon squares the Sun, is 
also best avoided. 

Unless some slow-growing plant, such as a tree, is being planted, the Moon 
should not be in a fixed sign. Cancer would be the ideal, as the Moon is strong 
and the sign is cardinal, giving quick growth. If the Moon itself is not in a water 
sign, it should be aspected by another planet that is, in order to promote succu
lence. Fortunate aspect from the Moon to the natural ruler of the plant in 
question is helpful, as is contact with Jupiter, the ruler of growth. There are 
exceptions to these simple rules, notably with legumes, which should be sown 
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w hl' l I  I h l' Mooll  i ,., dl'lIl';I, i l l g  i l l  lighl  1 0  'lOp I hl' 1 l I  p roducing HOWLTS at th<.: 
t 'X Pl' I ISl' o f  fru i t .  A l l y p la l l t  with a tt: ndcncy to bolt will benefit from adaption of 
I h l'Sl' princi pks, by avoiding the speed given by cardinal signs and moderating 
I h l' strt:ngth of the Moon. Contact between the Moon and Mars, which gives 
I I ndue speed of growth, in such circumstances must be scrupulously avoided. 

Again, the Arabian Parts are most helpful, there being Parts for any number 
( I f  crops, from onions (Asc + Mars - Saturn) and maize (Asc + Saturn - Jupiter) 
10 water-melons (Asc + Mercury - Jupiter) . But always, no matter how subtle 
our astrology, the first step in the choice of moment to plant is to find out what 
I he weather will be like, whether this is done by astrological or more mundane 
means. No choice of lunar phase or careful placement ofJupiter carries a magic 
I hat will override lack of sun or water. 



1 4  

Medical Astrology 

The purveyors of modern medicine, determined to establish a monopoly on all 
medical knowledge, not merely today but through all time, would have us 
believe that our ancestors were incurably disease-ridden. When feeling more 
than usually rough, they would visit the local charlatan, who would sever a vein 
or two and dose them with whatever wild plant was handy, then send them 
away having convinced them they were cured, despite the buboes that still 
sprouted from their every limb. What silly folk our ancestors were to fall for 
such chicanery! 

The charlatan in question would probably, but not invariably, have used 
astrology as the basis for his treatment, both diagnosis and prescription, 
following Hippocrates, who emphasised the importance of astrology in 
medicine. He would have cast a chart for the illness, taking either the time at 
which the patient took to his bed - known as a decumbiture, or 'lying down' 
chart - the time at which a sample of the patent's urine was delivered to him, or 
just the time at which a question about the course of the illness was asked. 
Common practice would have been to judge the astrological chart and the 
patient's urine, if available, together. 

The chart would have been judged as a battle between the patient's vital 
spirits and the illness; if necessary, the physician and his medicaments would 
weigh in on the side of the patient. The patient and his vital spirits were shown 
by the first house of the chart, the illness by the sixth, the physician by the 
seventh and the medicine by the tenth. Also relevant would be the Arabian 
Parts of Sickness and of Surgery. The course of short-term illnesses, lasting up 
to a month, was shown largely by the movement of the Moon; that of longer 
illnesses by the movement of the Sun, though the Sun, �s Lord of Life and 
therefore image of vital spirits per se, was of great importance in any medical 
chart. 

Having both the patient and the illness shown in the chart indicates that the 
method is essentially - in modern terms - 'holistic' : it is looking at a particular 
disarrangement of a particular person. The idea of illness X being treated with 
medicine Y is quite alien; patient X is treated with whichever medicine his 
current condition might require: it is the patient who is treated, not the illness. 
A consequence of this is that traditional diagnosis can look terribly crude when 
seen from a modern perspective. We are used to the finer and finer categorisa-
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1 1 " 1 1 oj d i,l';\\C , < I, d t hc d i,l'<I,c WLTC a ch ess opcn ing: "Oh yes, you've got Ruy 
1 " I w/ [ ) i sL';l\c, excha nge variat ion ;"  and just as with a che.ss opening, . the 
, 1 , ,( tor has a cLTta i n  set response, regardless of whom he mIght be playmg: 

\ l I t  i h iot ic  to King's Bishop 4." The traditional physician is less concerned ",:ith 
1 > i l l  t i ng a label on the illness than in determining exactly what is happenmg 
I I ld ,  most importantly, what is the cause of it. So a diagnosis such as "There 
I " dged in the Brest or Stomack some melanchollick Obstruction, the cause of 
, " h is disease and Misery," 1 is perfectly clear. The principle is that causes are but 
/.w, symptoms are manifold, so chasing symptoms is a waste of time; best just 
, I  • .  d with the cause. 

[ 'he cause will be an imbalance in the temperament. As we have seen, 
, \ nyone is made up of hot, cold, moist and dry, which are usually in � manage
" ,lv balance, though always with one or two of these humours m greater 
1 ' " lportion than the others. Each person will have his or her typical illnesses, 
\\ I l ich will fall into two categories: those caused by a bubbling up into excess of 
I I , , ·  dominant humour, and those caused by an unusual short-fall in the weakest 
I I I I I 1 10Ur. A simple example occurs in the teenage years. Teenagers, particularly 
I " ' I ' S ,  become more choleric, with fire running through their veins; this finds 
1 \  I , ieal outlets in sexual obsession and hitting each other - and also in outbreaks 
• . 1 ,pots, which are, like volcanoes, symptoms of excess of choler. They are most 
1 " n l ominant in those whose temperamental balance is most heavily choleri� ?y 
I I  l i me, or those in whom it is most lacking and whose system lacks the abIlIty 
I ,  , ( leal with it. 

\(), far from the modern idea of illness as an alien life-form which has 
' "  \ . Ided an unsuspecting victim who would otherwise live forever in unblem
, ",·d good health - and far from the modern obsession with the futile a�tempt 
I "  n<ldicate all diseases - the illness is an integral part of the person, an Imbal
" "  (' that will, when it becomes gross enough, assume physical form. We see 
" l l l l·th ing of this in common parlance, whe:e words such as 'go�ty' or 
, I .Totic' describe personality traits as much as Illnesses. So too, there IS a far 

, 1 ",tT relationship between symptom and cause than is allowed by modern 
, 1 I "p;lthic medicine. The symptom is not the body's attempt to deal with this 
, I l l I I  invader; rather, it is the cause itself appearing under different guise. The 
, , . l l l 1p le of Aids makes this plain. Aids, in modern terms, is a bre�down in t�e 
1 " " l v's immune system; that is, it is a lack of barriers or boundanes. Its cause IS 
, . l I l 1 y this: the lack of boundaries, hence its common manifestation among 
I " t l l 1 1  iscuous homosexuals, what might be termed promiscuous drug users -
1\  I I " lack the requisite boundaries between mine and thine in their use of 
", . ·d b  - and haemophiliacs, bearers of an illness which is itself a manifestation 
" I  I . l l  k of barriers - the body lacks the barriers to stop itself bleeding. In astro-
I . ' 1 ', 1 1  < I I terms, each of these groups displays in its different fashion a desperate 
I "  1\ L\ge of Satu rn , the planet connected with barriers and boundaries. And 

i I I i 
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what is the main weapon in the 'fight aga i ml J\ id' <�  l l ,, ·  0 1  1 I 1 l' l ondol1l .  
providing just that barrier (Saturn) which the be ing i lsl'l l  i .\ nol prov id i ng. 

Once the imbalance that is the root cause of the i ll ness ha� hl'en identifit·d. 

treatment will aim to restore the equilibrium that has been lost. This is done 
either by draining off the excess humour, through methods such as bleeding or 
purging, or by strengthening the opposing humour. The traditional English 
public school remedies for the excess of fire in teenage veins demonstrate these 
principles: the poor lad is either given a cold shower, balancing the excess of 
heat by the application of cold; or he is packed off on a cross-country run, 
draining off the excess of heat through physical exertion. Cross-country 
running is nowadays a more socially acceptable form of balancing treatment 
than bleeding, though best not applied to the seriously ill. An excess of 
humour could be treated by bleeding, the part of the body and time at 
the bleeding was done determining which humour would be drawn off. 
Evidence for ancient surgeons wading through blood as their patients expired 
exists only in the minds of modern medical apologists; unless our ancestor. 
were very foolish, we must suspect that it was at least as effective a treatment as 
the modern practice of bleeding the patient's wallet. 

If the imbalance were particularly extreme, however, it could be treated by 
sympathy rather than antipathy. So suppose the illness were shown in the 
logical chart by a powerful Mars, while the patient's vital spirits were shown by 
badly debilitated Venus. This would indicate an severe excess of heat, while 
there is precious little resource within the patient on which the doctor can build. 
to restore a balance. In this case, rather than join a hopeless fight to strengthen 
the cold humours, more heat can be applied. Unlikely as it might sound, this 
will draw off some of the excess heat within the system. If we remember that an 
Englishman will drink a cup of hot tea to warm himself on a cold winter's day, 
while an Indian will drink a cup of hot tea to cool himself in the heat of the 
summer, and make our standard assumption that neither of them has taken 
leave of his senses, we can see that this might work. Rather than puzzling his 
head, we suggest that the sceptical reader might try it. 

Most treatment would have been done with diet and the internal or external 
application of herbs and minerals. Dietary treatment was considered preferable, 
as being less traumatic; medicines and the physical treatments should be used 
only when the condition necessitated a quick intervention. In an age when the 
aim of altering diet is almost always for the trivial purpose of adjusting physical 
appearance, it is forgotten how powerful an effect dietary regime can have on , 
the being. Much can be done for the general well-being of the individual. 
whether that individual is well or ill, simply by altering the diet in the light of 
the birth-chart - though we must stress that attempting this with a knowledge 
only of Twentieth-Century astrology is likely to cause more harm than good. 

The medicaments are chosen according to their nature, whether the remedy 
required is hot or cold and moist or dry. Different medicines have differing 
degrees of heat, cold, moisture and dryness. Those which have these properties 
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1 1 1  l i te l i rsl  degree are l i te m i ldes t ;  t hose which h ave them i n  the t()ll rth are 
' 1 \ 1 1 ;d ly very harmfu l  or even faal , though having medical uses when applied 
. \  1 1 1 1 cau t ion in extreme circumstances. The knowledge of the properties of 
1 , I . I I l IS ,  l ike astrology itself, comes from Inspiration, as is shown by the hadith 
" l . l l l'd by As-Suyuti: 

\v l ten Sulayman, peace be upon him, had finished constructing the Temple, he 
, I l l lTed the place of prayer, and suddenly there before him was a bush. When he 
1 , . l d  finished his prayers, the bush said, 'Are you not going to ask me who I am?' 
\ l id he replied, 'Yes, who are you?' And the bush said, 'I am a such-and-such 

I >mh,  and a remedy for so-and-so, and this and that come from such and so.' 
I hen Sulayman ordered that the bush be cut down. And when this had been 

. 1 , 1 I 1e, then suddenly another one, similar to it, grew up. And so every day, when 
1 " entered the place of prayer, he would meet another of these bushes. In this 
II . I V  he acquired a complete knowledge of all of them, and then wrote his book 
" I I Medicine about them, describing the remedies from them." 2 

Within the basic humoral framework, each plant or mineral falls under the 
" dcrship of one of the planets, or of two of them in combination. To allow it to 
\\ ( I rk with the maximum efficacy, the plant should be picked in an hour ruled by 
, I ' , own planet, and preferably when that planet is strong either essentially or by 
I " l \ i tion (so much for store-bought herbs!). The medicine should be prepared 
' " I t 1er similar circumstances, and, most importantly, it must be administered at 
, ' I  appropriate moment, which will be determined from the chart for the 

, I , I umbiture. This allows considerable scope for fine adjusting of the medicine: 
" 1 1 fJOse we wish to strengthen our patient's Saturn while also perking up his 

\ I . l rs; we might then pick our Saturn herb in a Saturn hour on a Mars day, or in 
, '>.I turn hour when Mars is powerfully placed in the sky; or when a fixed star of 
\ I . l rs nature is in a prominent position; or pick our Saturn herb in a Saturn hour 
" " I  then prepare it in a Mars hour. Any one of these will allow us to give the 

I " I i cnt's Mars the tweak it needs while concentrating on boosting the Saturn. 
1 Inbs can also, of course, be straight mixed, and we are advised "in all cures 
, h, ltsoever to use a select number of herbs which are under the Sun, in regard he 
, . hluntain of Life, and sole Monarch of the Heavens." 3 This needs a knowl
, " l'.l'able hand, else, as with mixing colours on a palette, what is intended as a 
, 1 , 1 i cate tint will emerge as a neutral splodge, of no use to anyone. 

\ \ ;'Y is my daughter ill? 
I h is is a horary chart on a medical theme.4 The querent's daughter had for 
' I I I  Ie months been suffering from headaches of gradually increasing severity. 

,\ I l 'll ical treatment was of no avail: the headaches continued to get worse. 

I ,dalll'd-Din Abd'ur-Rahman As-SlIyuti, Medicine of the Prophet, p. 33, Ta-Ha, London 1994. 
I "'l'ph Bbgrave, Astrological Practice of Physick, p. B3. 1671; reprinted Ascella Publications, 

, l i l l l i l lghaill .  
h·lnllary Ill h ,  1 '1'1'). '1 . 16 a m  ( ; MT, I .olldoll 
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Chart 14: Why is my daughter ill? 

Doctors had tested for various possible causes, including her eyes, her motor 
responses and her chronic constipation. The parents, baffled by the inability of 
the doctors to treat the ailment, understandably feared the worst. 

What we have here is something at several removes from the conventional idea 
of reality. There is, we are told by modern doctors, no possible connection 
between the stars and human life. This chart, however, is even more distant from 
the usually envisaged connection, as it is a horary - a question asked at an appar
ently random moment. What is more, the question was not even asked by the . 
person concerned, but by her mother. Superstitious nonsense of a high order. 

As the question is asked by the mother, we look not to the Ascendant but to 
the fifth house for our main significator. This is the part of the chart concerned 
with children, so its ruling planet will represent the querent's daughter. Here, it 
is the Sun (0) . We immediately notice the Moon's North Node (eQ) j ust inside 
the fifth house. This is an indication that all will be well. 

Our first step in any medical chart is to check that the person is actually ill, 
that they have not perhaps been studying a medical dictionary too avidly. The 
Sun (the daughter) is hot and dry by nature; in this chart, it is in Pisces (H), 
which is a cold, moist sign. Our main significator in a sign of nature unconge
nial to its own confirms that our patient is ill. 

� 1 I " l l  .1 I \ \ I H < l l t l l . \  1 1 ' 1 

TIll' 1 1  Wl' 1 1 1 1 1 .\ 1 dl'ILT l l l i l 1l' t i ll' scriOIiSIlL"\S of t h e  s i t u a t iol 1 :  w i l l  t h e  patient 
Il'UIVcr or 1 10 1 ?  W i t h  t he pare l 1 ts wo rrying about a possible brain tumour, the 
p rospect of death was one that had to be considered. The houses representing 
death are the eighth and the eighth house from the house of the patient, in this 
( ase the eighth from the fifth, which is the twelfth, Both of these houses are 
I l I led by Jupiter (4). The lack of any aspect between the Sun and Jupiter (the 
daughter and death) is a strong testimony that there is nothing to fear, The 
l�reater part of a judgement that the patient will not die rests in the absence of 
( ompelling testimonies that she will; here, however, there are two strong indica
I i ons for life and recovery: the Sun and Jupiter are in each other's dignities, and, 
,I ronger still, there is a close trine aspect (I200) between the SUll and Moon. 
I 'his is the most fortunate aspect possible, all the more so as the Moon is so 
I l()werfully placed in its own sign of Cancer (')) in Q?). Our patient will not die, 

The illness is shown by both the sixth house of the chart and the sixth from 
I he house of the person concerned (so the tenth in this instance) , It is common 
1 IT1Ong the moderns to call the sixth the 'house of health' , but this is quite 
IVrong: the sixth is the house of illness, a different matter altogether. The house 
< If health is the first, which is where the vital spirits are shown. The sixth here is 
l uled by Mercury, the tenth by Saturn. As the Ascendant and both the sixth and 
I l lrned sixth houses have late degrees on their cusps (26 or 27 out of a possible 
;0) , we can judge that there will soon be a major alteration in the state of the 
t l lness, either for better or for worse. That none of our relevant planets falls in a 
l i xed sign confirms this. With the benevolent testimonies of the Moon/Sun 
I li ne and the North Node in the daughter's house, supported by the absence of 
I lly  thing particularly unpleasant happening to her planet, the Sun, we can 
I " dge that the alteration will be for the better. 

So far, so good; but what is actually wrong with her? The first thing to 
xamine must be the planet ruling the sixth house. Mercury (1;1) is the planet 

l I aturally associated with the brain, and falling in Pisces it is in poor condition; 
! l i l t  it is doing nothing untoward. It is not afflicting either the Sun or the 
, la ughter's house, and it is not afflicted itself If it were, concerns about a 
I '()ssible tumour would lead us to look at it in more depth; but there is no cause 
I ( )  do so. A much more plausible culprit is Jupiter. The Sun is ruled by Jupiter 
I hecause it falls in Pisces, Jupiter's sign) , which reflects the situation: we would 
" pect there to be evidence of the illness having power over the child. Jupiter 
I I t ies things that are big; it is in Aries ("r), which rules the head: if she suffers 
w i th big headaches, Jupiter in Aries would paint an acceptable picture of the 
I i I ment. Conclusively, the technique of antiscion, by which we reflect a planet's 
I ,osition in a line between the two solstice points (0 Cancer/o Capricorn) takes 
I t , piter at 2°46 of Aries to 27°14 of Virgo (m). This is exactly on the cusp of the 
. i xth house of illness. We have sufficient grounds for taking Jupiter as the 
t l ll1ess. 

We have as yet seen nothing to suggest any problem with the brain; we can 
I H IW make a l inle divCfsion to rul e  out the possibility that eyes are the cause of 
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the trouble. The eyes are signified by the Sun and t he M ( )( ) I I , t i l l' I W O l ight�,  hy 
natural association. The usual indications of eye problel 1 l� arc . 1 I 1 l  i l l ion to these: 
planets and, most commonly, their placement on particular fixed �tars.  Several 
stars, mainly clusters or nebulae, which appear fuzzy to the naked eye, are 
associated with poor eyesight. The chart gives no indication that there is 
anything wrong with her eyes. 

Back to Jupiter, which we have identified as the source of the problem. 
Jupiter is the planet associated with the blood (Mars only when the blood is 
outside the body) and the liver. As Jupiter is the seat of the illness, we can see 
that it must be caused by - in the loose modern phrase - 'bad blood'. Jupiter 
(the illness) stands exactly half-way between the Sun (the patient) and Saturn. 
Saturn rules the fifth house from the girl's own house, that is, the ninth. The 
fifth house shows the liver, so Saturn particularly signifies the girl's liver and 
Jupiter (the illness) then as it were joins the liver and the girl. With Saturn in 
Aries, where it is very weak, we can see that her liver is in a bad way. Both 
Jupiter and Saturn are in the eighth house from the girl's own house; this is the 
house ruling the anus and associated functions, so we see the connection with 
her constipation. In technical terms, the chart indicates an excess of yellow 
choler mixed with the blood. 

Even without adopting the language of traditional medicine, we can see that 
the headaches are caused by a liver malfunction. The close conjunction 

. 

Venus to Jupiter, allied with the girl's age, would show an association with 
menarche. The constipation does not cause the headaches, but is another 
symptom of the underlying problem. The traditional physician would have 
treated the liver; his prescriptions (such as rhubarb) would have had the 
secondary effect of clearing the constipation, though it must be stressed that his 
prime concern would have been to treat the seat of the problem, while 
providing immediate relief of discomfort. Long-term treatment to avoid recur
rence would have been by regulation of diet. Any prescription would have 
involved a more detailed judgement than the brief outlines above, which are 
drawn only to show the identification of the ailment. 

After several weeks of tests, conventional medical specialists arrived at the 
same conclusion as the astrological chart. 

1 5 

Synastry 

\ I );tsic form of synastry is one of the most common uses of astrology today, the 
' 1 ( 1 1·�t ion "Where is your Moon?" being the mating cry of anyone with the 
1 1 1 " Il'�t smattering of astrological knowledge. All you need do on being told the 
" hereabouts of this person's Moon - no matter whether it is in Pisces, Leo or 
I I I H ler  the cat - is keep silent, while giving an expression as if something of the 
1 I I I I Iost significance has just been said, and you are well on the way to a happy 
" l. l t ionship. 

Synastry is the art of comparing two birth-charts to assess the potential for 
" l la tever form of interaction is desired between the people in question. 
\ I t i lOugh this usually concerns emotional relationships, synastry can also be of 

i ' I " ;It use in business partnerships and the relationships between teacher and 
l " l p i t  or employer and employee. It is all very well hiring the person with the 
'. 1 1 t t tTing qualifications, but if there is a fundamental problem in communica

I I ' l i l  between the two of you, as though your respective mental radios were 
" l I lcd to different frequencies, it might be wiser to look elsewhere. This is 
, ' ,K tly the kind of problem that can be identified by synastry, using astrology to 
, I I I  through the subjective reactions of "He's stupid," He's being awkward,"  or 

I I e's not paying attention," and cast a dispassionate light revealing the true 
" I I l'Ce of the difficulty, which can then be tackled or circumvented. 

I j'aditionally, synastry would have been used while arranging a marriage. 
I I I is simple fact points to a major problem with the modern use of the art: if 

\ I l i l  are assessing two people's potential for marriage, it is necessary to have a 
." I l i l d  idea of what marriage is. Emotional and sexual compatibility would play 
1 1 1 (' i r  important role - the things of this world, as it were - but more significant 
II l l l l td be the facilitating of each partner's spiritual development, for if the 
I I l.lt ionship does not have a direction, which need not necessarily be overt, 
l H' vond that of the satisfaction of material needs, it will necessarily wither. We 
I , '( a l l  Socrates, deliberately choosing the infuriating Xantippe as a wife: this is 
I IOt a marriage that would have been advised by any astrologer without this 
, bVlT view of the significance of human relationship. Yet without this under
· , t . l l ld i ng, any amount of emotional, physical or mental compatibility is so 
1 I I 1 I Ch dust,  The necessity of the astrologer having a sound outlook is 
1 ', lral llo l l l l t , else he � imply does Ilot know for what he is looking; so, once again, 
W(' arc cOl l f i'Ol l t l'd w i t h  t h e  ab�olu tl' Ill'ccssity of astrology being oriented within 

r 
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the spiritual framework that has bl:l:n normal wi t h in  h l l l l l . l I l  ',( l(  1 l ' 1 \' i 1 l rol lgl l l l l l t  
history. Perhaps even more obviously than i n  thl: s t udy 01 t i l l' indiv idua l  hirth
chart, synastry points the narcissistic emptiness of the so-ca l led ' humanistic' 
astrology. 

We must also doubt whether any meaningful work can be done with the 
crabbed and distorted tools of modern astrology, no matter how many asteroids 
are dragged in to bolster the argument. The first step in synastry (a step which is 
often ignored by the moderns) is to carry out a detailed assessment of each of 
the natal charts individually. Only from here do contacts and comparisons 
between the two charts have any significance. To return to our amorous ' 
astrologer with his cry of "Where's your Moon?" - with the plethora of planets, 
planetoids, bits of space-dust, trivial aspects and other paraphernalia with 
which the modern chart is cluttered, he would have to be singularly unfortu
nate if his victim's Moon were to fall somewhere where it did not make some ' 
kind of contact with something or other in his own chart. "Aha!" he then 
thinks, "We're made for each other!" But, irresistible as our astrologer of course 
is, we might venture to suggest that this is not necessarily so. What is forgotten 
is that an impressive list can be made of 'significant contacts' between his chart 
and that of almost anybody who has ever lived - all the more so if we are using 
the catch-all methods of the moderns. While on the one hand this reflects the 
truth that if she were the only girl in the world and I were the only boy, we 
would probably find a way of getting along together, it shows that it does need 
something more than just a few planetary contacts to form a working relation
ship in the real world. For all the Sun/Chiron and Mars/Pluto contacts between 
your charts, you may well be left with no more than a feeling of puzzlement 
when she makes it quite clear that the two minutes she has so far spent in your 
company is at least three minutes too long. 

The text-books commonly fall into exactly this trap, presenting the chart of 
Romeo and the chart of Juliet and listing the planetary contacts between them 
to prove their love. This is all very well, until we wonder what contacts there 
might be between the charts of Romeo and Flavia, Claudia, Rosalind, or any 
one of ten thousand others. Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson and Freud and 
Jung are the favoured examples; but the contacts listed prove absolutely 
nothing. Indeed, with the examples given, which are always those of intense 
relationships, the question must arise "Why aren't there more connections? If 
this handful of contacts gives the intensity that I know existed between these 
people, what is wrong with me that the many contacts I have observed between 
my own chart and so many others have produced nothing similar?" 

The answer is that these planetary contacts, even if judged well, are compara
tively trivial in import; if judged according to the contemporary rules, they are 
more or less meaningless. They show the superficialities, the kind of points we 
see listed in the lonely-hearts ads: "Vegetarian cyclist seeks similar for boring 
relationship" . Vegetarian cyclist - Mars sesquiquadrate Pluto: much the same 
kind of thing. But this does not true love make. That for which we are really 
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. 1 1 .  I I I I I ! ', I., n," l ly wll .ll Wl' do 1 10 1  l i l ld in t hl' .,hopping- l is t  expecta t ions ol ' t h. 
J. H w l\' 1 I t', I ! ' I '" ads: "Vl'gl'l a rian cycl i s t  seeks bad-tl'mpl:rl:J womaniser whom I 

I I I  1 1 1 \ 1  ,Ihol ll relrain from I l l u rdning but whom I will love dearly for the rest 
, , j 1 1 1 \' l i l l- . "  We can !-inti any n umber of charts with any number of planetary 
, , "  I I . Il , ... (a nyone vnsl:d i n  astrology will have done exactly this with the birth
, ! 1 , 1 1 1 01 ' l'VLTY vaguely tolerable member of the opposite sex that he has ever 
1 1 1 \ ' 1 . , Ind con tacts there are in plenty - this game is the astrological equivalent of 
\\ 1 I I I I lg  her name all over your school books, and about as productive); but if 
t i l \ '  I I lO IT fundamental building-blocks of the chart do not mesh, nothing will 
1 I . I I ' I 'l· l I .  There must be a bond at the level of temperament, or she will not wish 
I , .  I, I ( (  'w me, even if she does find my jokes amusing. 

1 1 ' 1 us take a theoretical example. Suppose Romeo has the Sun at 15 degrees of 
\ 1 1 l '  .... i l l h is birth-chart. An aspect between the Sun of one chart and the Moon 

, d  I l l l' other is regarded as one of the most significant indicators of compatibility. 
\\ \ , llOu ld regard a conjunction between Juliet's Moon and Romeo's Sun as of 
t I " I I t I l lost importance. Being modern astrologers, with our urgent desire to 
, 1 1 , 1 ) '  . ... ign ificance into absolutely anything, we shall allow an orb of ± 10 degrees; 
" " j u l iet's Moon falls anywhere between 5 and 25 degrees of Aries, we have a 
I I , I l l g  testimony of love. Similarly if her Moon is in trine (120°) aspect, again ± 

I ' , • kg!'ees, giving a strong testimony of love if her Moon falls at either 5-25° Leo 
" ' )  ·� 5° Sagittarius. So far, we have sixty degrees out of a possible 360 which 
\\ , H t id give us a strong indication of love between Romeo and Juliet. We must 
, I , • •  I ons ider the sextile (60°) aspect, perhaps with a slightly smaller orb, say ±8°. 
1 , ' \ 1 ( ' 1 \  Moon at 7-23° of either Aquarius or Gemini would form a sextile to 
I : ,  H I l l'O's Sun. Even the square or opposition must be taken into account, as 
, l l l l t H igh these are less favourable aspects "they involve an element of fascination 
, " 1 1 when stress is present at the same time". 1  Here we are back with ±100, so 
' " I  w1tLTe between 5-25° of Cancer, Libra or Capricorn will give us another 
I I . H ig  i ndication of love. We now have Juliet's Moon in any one of 136 degrees 

. " ' I  ( , I' a possible 360. Being modern astrologers, we can now involve any 
" " " l hn of minor aspects, all at rather smaller orbs: 150, 135, 45, 30 degrees, all ± 
I "  " l .lpS 4", giving another 64 significant degrees. We have now accounted for 
, , , .  ol l t  of the possible 360 - and we have not yet considered aspects of 36°, 72°, 

I 1 I "  , l i lt! so on and so on. Based on this important Sun/Moon contact, we can 
" t 1 w  from Romeo's point of view at least two out of any three women will fit 

t i , .  h i l l  quite nicely. But we must remember that any of the above aspects 
I "  I Wl'l'l1 Ju l iet's Moon and Romeo's own Moon is also sign of a powerful bond. 
( II wit  h his Ascendant. Or his Mars, Venus, Jupiter, Pluto and quite possibly 
1 J.pl l l i ll', Uranus, Saturn or Mercury as well. To say nothing of Chiron, the 
I I , l l  k Moon Lilith and 4000 asteroids. Placed almost anywhere in the chart, 
1 1 I 1 1 l ' 1 's Moon will strike some significant chord in Romeo's birth-chart. He is 
"I " iol ls ly not fussy. But should by some oversight she have secreted her Moon 
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in whatever stray degree m akes no co ntact W i l h  l i te ,� i!'.l I d l l ' l l l l  1 '( ) I I I I �  i l l  IZul1ll'o's 
chart, all is by no means lost: her Ascendant, Sun, Vl'I lUS, M,I I.�. I l l p i h:J ( ) J  Pl u to  
will do the trick just as well. Romeo is, of course, an adoksn' I l 1  male; so we: 
might see this inevitability of meaningful contact as reflecting the fact that 
providing the girl has approximately the conventional number of heads, he will 
find her attractive. Both his and her birth-charts, however, remain the same: 
throughout the life, even when the hormones have quietened down, a fact 
which does not bode so well for their future life together. 

To be fair, the modern astrologer would expect to find significant contacts 
between several pairs of planets before judging in favour of true and undying 
love; but as we have seen, significant contacts are less of a rarity than seems at 
first the case. We should be hard put to it to track down two charts which did 
not have some reasonably powerful planetary connections. Marooned on a 
desert island, maybe we could get along; but what interests us, and what 
modern synastry, despite its claims, fails to tell us is not that we could get along 
if there were no prospect of any alternative, but whether we will forge a relation
ship while surrounded by alternatives in plenty. 

Let us now consider a practical example, following the usual custom of 
discussing notable relationships about which the writer knows very little. 
Contrary to the evident belief of many of the popular astrological journals, the 
sacred science is not a means for peering through locked doors, and we shall not 
treat it as if it were. But we may perhaps glance briefly and, we hope, unobtru
sively, at one of the few lasting marriages in the Hollywood Babylon, to see if we 
might find some traces of the glue that binds it so fast. 

The mere comparison of aspects between the birth-charts of Paul Newman 
and Joanne Woodward leaves nothing but a sense of puzzlement. 2 Close aspects 
there are, but hardly more than we might expect from a random scattering of 
planets. Woodward's Saturn, particularly important because it rules her 
Ascendant, falls conjunct Newman's Jupiter. His Mercury/Venus conjunction 
lies close to her Ascendant and sextile her Venus. Her Sun and Venus sextile his 
Ascendant and Jupiter. This is all well and good; but why, we might reasonably 
ask, did not Loretta Young, whose Sun and Moon make powerful contacts with 
Newman's Jupiter, Ascendant and Venus, or Doris Day, whose Sun and Moon 
hit the same points, or Jane Russell, whose Moon, Venus and Jupiter tie in 
nicely with Newman's chart (to say nothing of many other contacts in all three 
cases) snap their fingers and whisk him away, while Woodward in turn disap
peared with Jack Lemmon, Robert Wagner or any one of dozens of others 
whose charts provide close aspects to her own? The contacts we see are impres
sive, but only for as long as we do not compare them to those of possible rivals. 

The key lies at deeper levels. If there is no bond there, no number of aspects 
between planets will substitute. The aspects are important, but it is the deeper 

2 Woodward: February 27th, 1930, 4.00 am EST, 3ON50 83W59; Newman: January 26th. 1925. 
6.30 am EST, 41N28 81W 43 

o!!" m, 34' 

//� 50�_�- i:.. 
01.  "1 

or 

13' 

38' 
'T' 

23' 

T 44' d' 
--'----

08' ts 34' 

29' ::C:  34' 
49' 

25'm, 0 

2r >tf-* 00' n 
29' T 34' 

----�-

S \ N ,\  S I I �  \ 

01''':'' 
.r.. 
-44' 

2r rw 00' 

('/I{lrl,\ I ')  lind 1 6: Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward 



I ) ( ,  I I I I H I . \ I . \ " I I! < ) I ( ) (  , \ 

levels of contact that are vital: w ithout them, Ilo t h i ng, I ' l l < '  , 1 � 1 'l'\ l .� � how t h e'  

�anner of  rel�tin?; i f  they were not there, we might havl' two idl'a l l )  compat
Ible people quite mcapable of connecting with each other - as if  t hey were the' 
tenants of � flop-house, one using the room by day and the other by night, but 
never meetlllg. In synastry, the aspects provide the 'how' of the relationship; we 
must first have a 'why' . 

The root of the why is found at the level of temperament. The temperaments 
of ou� exa�ples are co�paratively well-balanced, with Newman's of slightly 
sangullle (airy) complexlOn and Woodward's slightly melancholic (earthy), 
Sanguine is hot and moist; melancholic, cold and dry: between the two we have a 
perfect balance, reminiscent of the platonic half-soul seeking its lost twin. There 
IS no stronger bond than this: opposites do indeed attract; so do similars, but the 
�imilars grow bored with each other. That both charts are only slightly weighted 
I? their respective directions is significant: we are looking for the right combina
tion of the complementary and the similar between the two people, so that they 
may each complete and yet identifY with the other.3 If the temperaments were 
strongly sanguine and strongly melancholic, much as they might need each other. 
each would find the other incomprehensible and probably insufferable. 

The shared .Ascendant i� part of a matrix of similarity welding the tempera
�ental attractlO

.
n of opposites, as a carpenter's brace holds a glued joint until it 

IS set. Both havmg almost all the traditional planets below the horizon and on 
the eastern (Ascendant) side of the chart we have two fundamentally private 
peopl� who are to a large extent emotionally self-sufficient. On first meeting. 
we m�ght expect them to have found a shared outlook, seen through their 
?pposmg temperaments, and to each have found a sense of emotional integrity 
m the other that they could respect. Also significant is the taking up in each 
chart of the weaknesses in the other. In both natal charts, the main points of 
weakness are the Sun and the Moon; both partner's Moon falls in the sign of the 
other's Sun (and, of course, vice versa) , giving if not a remedy at least an under
standing and empathy with the other's major frailties. We might note that their 
Suns fall in adjacent signs, an indication, as any magazine article will tell us, of 
total incompatibility. If all we seek in a partner is ourselves in different clothes. 
this sweeping statement is surely true; in fact, given other indications to bind 
the relationship, this very dissimilarity can be a major point of strength. 

We have looked as hard at these charts as discretion permits - the common 
use of astrology as substitute for a paparazzo's zoom lens is to be utterly 
ab,h?rred - but in �ufficient depth to show that there is more to synastry than 
mlxmg and matchmg aspects in search of similarities. Even what we see here. 
however, would not allow us to judge that these two people would form a 
lasting relationship: so much depends on the nature of the time at which they 
meet. No matter how ideally compatible they might be, there are any number 

1 This necessity is perhaps easier to see when considering business partnerships: there is no point in  
chOOSing a partner whose skills duplicate our own; we want the partner who can do the things that Wl' 
cannot. Yet there must be sufficient shared ground for us to want to work togl'thn, 
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of poss ih le l i rcul l ls l ;\ l lces that m i�h t  have kept them apart. in t�e first 
,
place, 

t hey have to meet; this is in itself a remarkable occurrence. ThiS meetlllg or 
meetings, however, must happen in suitable circumstances: boy �ay �eet 
perfect girl, but if he is currently infatuated with femme fatale, he Will fall to 
notice her, to cite but one of an endless array of possibilities that might cause 
the most promising of relationships to die before it ever begins. . . , 

The fundamental difference between aspects and temperamental prochvmes 
in the chart is that the temperamental balance shows the possibilities of growth 
in the relationship, The concentration on the aspects, although not construed as 
such, is typical of a society that treats relationships as if they :vere diff�rent 
varieties of breakfast cereal: buy the one in the fancy box and either eat it or 
throw it away. This emphasis on the possibility of growth is crucial, revealing the 
most common use of synastry - as answer to the question "Is this Mr Right?" -
as misjudged. The usefulness of this branch of the art is, at least in western 
culture where marriages are not customarily arranged, not to catch a mate, but to 
provide concrete evidence of the weaknesses with which an existing relationship 
must deal, and the strengths which it has available to deal with them. 

The great snare with synastry as device for selecting a partner is the necessity 
of incorporating a time-factor into the judgment. This is rarely, if ever done. 
The astrologer will take the two birth-charts and judge them as if they were the 
charts of a couple of may-flies, whose lives are over in hours. There is every 
possibility that my chart and Tammy's chart show the most powerful of bonds, 
even at the temperamental level of which we have seen the importance. The 
astrologer will give the match her blessing. But I am still wet behind the ears, 
with no idea of how to treat my perfect mate. Had we met a few years later, I 
might have matured and all could have been well; but we did not, and so it ends 
in tears. We might liken matching two people to docking a space capsule; 
judging synastry without the consideration of time is akin to trying to dock, the 
craft knowing the design of the mother-ship, but with no idea of where it might 
be in its orbit. It has about as much chance of succeeding. 

Synastry is susceptible to some very dubious uses. There is a co�m�n belief 
that it gives some kind of power over the other person, or that It wtll make 
something happen: many a lovelorn astrologer passes his time gazing at Ms 
Perfect's birth-chart and assuring himself that the Sun/Moon contact (or 
whatever) between her chart and his promises lasting bliss - and will even tell 
her as much, with the underlying compulsion "This is written in the stars, so lie 
back and enjoy it," Ms Perfect, meanwhile, is displaying the good sense to culti
vate a relationship with someone who is interested in her, rather than her birth
chart. Correctly employed, synastry works as an extended form of natal reading, 
analysing and clarifYing with the tools of dignity, reception and aspect that we 
have seen at work elsewhere. Without these tools, it is nothing but pointless 
ti tillation, catching us by what our modern culture has rendered our most 
vulnerable point, the endless desire to be loved, which of course now holds us 
utterly ell t ranced, 
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Astrological Magic 

Closely connected with both electional and medical astrology i s  the art of  astro
logical magic. It is this magical practice which has called down the fiercest 
anathemas onto astrology; yet it is just this practice which astrology's public 
most requires, and the absence of which it most regrets. When client asks 
astrologer for information, there is usually a more or less overt wish for not only 
information, but also action. The desired response to "When will I marry?" is 
not a prediction, but a wave of the wand and the appearance of an Officer and a 
Gentleman out of a cloud of smoke; the desired response to "When will I get a 
better job?" is "Blodgett and Sons, start 9 o'clock on Monday." Astrology's 
refusal to even attempt to perform these feats has much to do with the public's 
rejection of astrology: "You can't make me rich; you can't match me with Julia 
Roberts; so I'm not going to believe in you." 

There are those astrologers who promise magic. Advertisements entice the 
gullible with claims that "I will bring your loved one back to you," or "You 
cannot find your soul-mate without my help." Exactly why we should want to 
bind our loved ones with the unreliable ties of magic, when we would not 
dream of physically locking them up in our home is hard to understand; but 
these charlatans presumably find a clientele. In non-Western cultures, astrolog
ical magic is still commonplace: the astrologer will sell talismans or gems, often, 
but by no means exclusively, in cases of illness. 

Much of the problem with our understanding of this is our society's prevalent 
attitude to magic: we have not taken it totally seriously since grown-ups 
stopped reading us fairy stories. However much some may claim to be involved 
with the 'occult' (which is now apparently something of a misnomer, as anyone 
who so wishes seems to be able to find it) , we are indelibly stained by the 
thinking of our age. It is a commonplace that one man's science is another man's 
magic: to the man rubbing two sticks together, a cigarette-lighter is a magical 
device; but this is not quite true. Magic is not only science of which the speaker 
is ignorant, but also science of which the speaker does not approve, usually 
because its basis does not accord with his view of the world. In the arrogance 
typical of our Age of Enlightenment, what I do not understand cannot possibly 
be true. This definition of magic as lack of knowledge is 'scientist-friendly', as it 
implies that these powers are strictly mechanical, and the remorseless march of 
science will sooner or later tame them and make them its own. It disposes of the 
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prohlcnl o l n 1 .lg i l  hy rnl ul i ng i t  to a qUl'st ion of sl'mant ics. ' [ :he poss ib le expla
nat ions l i l !' any l 1 1 agical display arc j ust two-fold: it is either fraud, or a curable 
lack of knowledge in the beholder. , . 

Our rational world claims to have swept magic quite away; but It IS not, 
however, sllch a stranger to us as we may think. Our days are filled with what 
we believe are magical actions. I drink this brand of cola to make myself se

.
xy; 

drive that marque of car to fill my life with glamour and adventure. If I thmk 
of my true love and burn a candle in front of a statue of , Venus, I am 
performing an overtly magical action; if I present my true love wlth a bu�ch �f 
roses (ruled by Venus) or a box of chocolates (ruled by Venus) .my actlon. IS 
none the less magical for being apparently ordinary. I am plymg her WIth 
Venus, as it were, seeking by sympathetic magic to raise her "Venus-levels" to a 
point where she finds me irresistible. Th� scienti.fic .scep�ic �ay deny the 
efficacy of magic, but he still does not arnve on hIS glrl-fnend s front porch 
carrying a cabbage. . . The object of my desire, meanwhile, has performed a lo�g and pamstakmg 
ritual in front of her magic mirror, with an array of condIments each one of 
which contains the latest equivalent of eye of newt or toe of bat, guaran.teed to 
effect some fortunate transformation in her appearance and thence her lIfe. She 
has dabbed essence of skunk behind her ears and plies me with Mars by 
painting her lips bright red. The apparen� distinction betwee? what is magic 
and what is 'real' action is illusory. Burnmg the candle, for mstance, has an 
effect in the world: changing the operator's own psychology, a� the very le

,
ast 

(quite apart from any planetary influence that may be invoked, �ust as my gIrl
friend's make-up ritual puts her in the right mood for the evenmg; but unless 
we stretch scepticism to the point of wilful obtuseness , we cannot deny a 
magical content in what has been done) . , 

There are three broad strands to astrological magic. We may elect the approprzate 
moment to perform a ritual, which although itself magical has no �vert astro

.
log

ical content. We may regard planetary injluence as a substance whlCh may, �lven 
the requisite knowledge, be tapped at will, or we may regard the plane�ary mjlu
cnce as something which can be either dispensed or w.ithhe�d at the whu,? of t.he 
planets' 'presiding angels', who must therefore be cajoled �nto c.ooperatmg WIth 
our wishes. Let us consider these in turn. For reasons whlCh WIll become clear, 
our consideration will be restricted to an overview of the subject, omitting all 
technical detail. 

The best-known example of the first of these strands is the incident Geoffrey 
Chaucer relates in his Franklin's Tale, Chaucer had a sophisticated knowledge of 
astrology, and assumed the same in his audience: he expects, f�r in

.
stance, it to 

be able to distinguish the soundness of astrological kn0w.ledge m hIS �h�racters 
by the way in which they employ technical terms in t�el� speech; �hls IS a fea� 
beyond most members of modern astrological SOCletles. In h�s Chauce� s 
Universe, J . D.  North plausibly argues that the story the

. 
Franklm relate� IS 

structured on the horoscope for a particular moment, WIth the appropnate 
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astrological features built into the tale, I Nort h's rl'a\( J I I I I I ) ', \( '( ' lm \l ),; l i l lcd , hi l t  
only because he is tracing the path backwards, picking l ip  l l l l l'\ i l l t he text and 
seeking to match them to astronomical patterns of tht: t iml', For Chaucl'r, it 
would have been no more difficult to structure his poetry on an astrological 
chart than for Dante or Spenser to build theirs on complex numerological 
structures. 

The plot revolves around an act of magic. The squire has fallen for the wife of 
his knight, who is currently away overseas. To put an end to the lad's tiresome 
importuning, the lady sets him an impossible task: to remove the fiersome black 
rocks that line the coast of Brittany, threatening her husband's safe return. His 
ardour preventing him from seeing that the woman's only concern is for her 
husband's safety, the squire sets out to perform this feat. He finds an astrologer 
who asks £1000 to create the illusion that the rocks have gone. This is duly 
done. It is unclear whether direct planetary invocation is involved in the magic, 
although the time of the operation is certainly elected: the squire has a long wait 
until the astrologer 'hath his tyme y-founde' for working the magic that renders 
the rocks invisible. Similarly, it is not clear whether the moment chosen was just 
a propitious one for magic, or whether there was an actual working with plane. 
tary influence to make the event. This is not so hair-splitting a distinction as it 
might seem; in the one case the prime factor would be the weakness of Saturn, 
the planet which rules 'grisly rokkes blake'; in the other it would be the strength 
of the planet ruling whatever were being used to obscure these rocks (the 
specific choice of horoscope in North's argument is based on the rather 
mundane premise that this was achieved by a unusually high tide) . If we accept 
the idea that we may consider astrological factors in selecting a suitable time for 
any action, we might elect a time as well for the performance of magic as for the 
performance of anything else; the astrological involvement says nothing about 
the reality or otherwise of the magic, nor does the dubious nature of magical art 
reflect upon astrology. It is only when astrology and magic blend that these 
problems arise. 

Our second form of magic treats planetary influence as a natural resource, 
which he who has sufficient knowledge may apply as he wishes. We need only 
look around at the consequences of natural resources being applied as people 
wish to see the dangers of treating planetary influence in the same way. Yet the 
same magic, technological or astrological, may be applied with wisdom for our 
benefit. Much as we may deplore many of the developments in the modern 
world, it is not the technology per se, but the way in which it is applied that is to 
be lamented; so also with this understanding of astrological magic. 

The action in this type of magic is purely mechanical; it is in this instance 
that 'magic' becomes truly nothing but a pejorative term for technology that is 
not understood. It must be stressed, however, that the association with astrology 
is not in itself sufficient to redeem much that this practised under this guise 

1 Chapter 13; Oxford University Press, 1988 

f r( Jm ht:il lg s l Ipl 'rst i t ious 1 l0Ilst:llse. Most astrologically-based medical treatment 
i, 'mag ic' of this straightforward kind; the physician applies a herb of Venus or 
( ,f Mars, which will have been picked and prepared at the appropriate planetary 
hour to ensure that it is brim-full of the correct planetary influence. To the 
\cientist, the application of the herb, while probably deluded, is not magical; it 
IS the idea that the timing of the herb's picking, preparation and application 
might be significant that changes what we are doing from mistaken technology 
to magic. Similarly with the distinction between grinding a healing gemstone to 
I)owder and swallowing it, or hanging it around one's neck: one is just odd, the 
< l ther is magic. The next step, which takes us to the preparation of talismans, 
kaves comprehensible if eccentric technology behind and becomes purely 
magical. 

A talisman would typically be - and in some cultures today still is - a small 
metal disc figured with a particular design and possibly set with particular gems. 
rhe design and, most importantly, the time at which the talisman was made 
would be chosen carefully to catch and channel the influence of a particular 
1)lanet or planets. The idea is similar to that behind medical treatment: a weak 
!)Ianetary energy might need to be bolstered; one overly strong balanced by an 
(,pposing force. The talisman would work over a rather longer period than 
medical treatment, and its use would be by no means confined to questions of 
I) hysical health. We hear of Elias Ashmole, the semi-official court astrologer to 
( :harles II, labouring hard while Saturn was well-placed to produce the large 
I lumber of leaden talismans his clients required to ward off rats. The young 
w?man seeking marriage might wear a talisman of Venus kind; the young man 
( , ff to war, one made under Mars to strengthen his courage. The great problem 
with the talisman is that it might actually work: our young woman finds herself 
with a tarnished reputation; our young bravo gets killed in a brawl long before 
l i e  reaches the front. When using herbs to treat an illness, we can start with a 
mild preparation and strengthen it if required; but pure planetary force is 
/lowerfol and hard, if not impossible, to regulate. These mechanical forms of 
magic can, just like the application of herbs, apparently be done by anyone with 
I he requisite knowledge. Al-Kindi, the great theoretician of magical astrology, 
,ays they will work even if the operator doesn't believe in what he is doing.2 Just 
, IS with the Sorcerer's Apprentice, the ability to work the magic does not necessarily 
imply the wisdom to use it well. As with electional astrology, we are protected 
largely by our own ignorance; given the power to achieve what we think we 
want, we would wreak our own destruction - as the consequences of modern 
,cience make quite clear. The possibility of mechanically manipulable planetary 
i nfluence is the same invitation into a technological wonderland that the world 
( ,f the Enlightenment has so gleefully embraced. As inevitably as the concentra
I ion on the ability to manipulate nature led to a totally secular society devoid of 
I rue values, so the ability to wield planetary influence at will would do the same. 

, AI-Kindi, ()n ,hI' S,dl"y N"ys, tr;1ns. Robert Zoller, PA8, Co lden Hind Press, Berkeley Springs, 
I ') l) � 
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As the tradition has always madl: ckar, ,�c il: I ll l', I . I IH I . lhk , I ,> I I  1'>, 1 1 1 1 1. '>t I ll'vn be 
more than the handmaid to faith, no matter wlwthn t h i' '>l i n l l l hI Ll'kst ia l or 
mundane. 

The invocation of planetary 'spirits' is when we start getting, from the 
modern perspective, seriously weird. Current attitudes can cope with the idea of 
mechanical planetary influence: they deny its existence, but it is at least feasible, 
The idea of an influence that can be turned on or off at the whim of some 
planetary spirit is quite out of bounds. Yet :he i.nvocation of the

.
se spiri�s ?as 

been practised throughout history and survives m some astrological soc�etles, 
. those of 'Theosophical descent', for instance, today. From the perspectlve of 

traditional astrology it is both blasphemous and pointless; in both Islam and 
Christianity it is strictly forbidden and regarded as heretical. 

As we have seen, the seven traditional planets can be equated with the 
archangels, or with the 'gods' of the Greek pantheon; these are three different 
ways of describing the same phenomenon. A melange of these ideas gave the 
common picture of the planets in their spheres being pushed along by their 
several 'tutelary spirits' . So far, we are still just describing the same phenomenon 
in slightly different terms. But we are specifically forbidden from worshi�ping 
anything other than the Almighty, as is frequently regarded as necessary If we 
are to cajole these spirits into doing our will; while if we choose to ignore this 
injunction, or to pray but not worship, we shall find our prayers unanswered. 
We may pray to the Almighty; we do not pray to His angels. The angels exist 
only as a function of God; they are there to serve His purpose, not ours, 
informing us of His will, not Him of ours. They have no scope to serve our 
turn. In astrological terms, this is shown by the simple fact that no amount 
pleading - and no amount of dressing in silly costumes - is going to shift 
Saturn around the zodiac to suit our desires. It will move as it will move; our 
duty is to get used to it. As S.H. Nasr has written, "The important part ( 
astrology) was the cosmological role of astrology, which tried to show the 
dominance of 'heaven' over 'earth' , the unfolding of all creation from a unique 
principle, and the helplessness and passivity of earthly creatures before the 
angles, or divine agents, who are symbolised by the planets.".1 This role is not 
furthered by man's attempts to rise above his station. 

Much though the prospect of possessing the magical powers of fairy tale may 
appeal to our baser nature, there is a catch with invocatory magic: while the 
purely mechanical forms will work for anyone, source� agree tha� the operator 
must raise himself to a suitable level of being before he IS able to wm the favours 
of the planetary spirits. By the time he has done this, he presumably no Jon.ger 
wishes to turn his neighbour into a frog: he will no longer be the whImSIcal 
human attempting to force his ephemeral desires upon the universe, but will be 
a channel for the forces oflife to flow as they should. If he has reached this level 
of being, however, it is difficult to see why he should retain the need to invoke 

3 Seyyed Hossein Nasr, An Introduction to Islamic Cosmological Doctrines, pp. 81-2, rev. ed., Thalllt's 
& Hudson, London, 1978 
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I , I . I I 1 l· l . I IT .'>p i r i t .s .  Till '  \ni p t l l l't'\ I lL l k l" cit-a r t ha t  I lUI l  is s l ipnior t o  t i l l' . I I I I ',ds , 
1 " 1 I I  i .,> t l l l'y who have hee l l  rl"l l u i rnl t o  worsh i p h i m; a t t l'mpts  to i l lvokl' t i l l' 
1 , 1 . 1 1 1 l· l . l ry ,p i r i t ,  im p ly a dl'grad i llg bel il'f i ll t hl' reverse, wh ik  t h l' dl'si rl' to  
1 I I . l l 1 1 p l t l a t e  t he f i )rel's of l ik declares a ll l'go i llHa tl:d O il thl: gralld scak, wh i l h 
" "I t ld au toma t ica l ly p rl'c1udl: Olle from ach ieving thl: sp i ri tual ml:r i t  necessary 
I I  I do so. 

l l ivocatory magic must be utterly condemned on all levels, as it is by the 
1 I 1 " l i I l t hl' ist ic religions. Illsofar as it is effective, most mechanical astrological 
I I l . lgic blls into the category of 'technology that is not understood'; this docs 
I " ' I ,  however, imply that it is safe to use. The scientists' mastering of technology 
1 1 1 . 1 1  was Ilot understood takes them increasingly often into places where they 
1 1 . 1 \'l· 1 10  r igh t to be, cloning and deforming at the shrine of their own cleverness. 
\ ,> l lOlogy was revealed that we might know God, not that we might attempt to 

.. I ,I l i d  i l l  His place; the most efficacious of talismans for our own good, and the 
" " ' "  O l le  able to discriminate what this is, is prayer. 
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A Guide to Practice 

Whatever form of astrology it is that we practice - or rather, whatever for
.
m ,;e 

practice within the tradition - the basic method is much the 
.
same. It cons1sts III 

the application of a few simple principles over and over agalll. No matter how 

complex the situation, if applied often enough a�d �areful�y
.
enough, these �ew 

principles will unravel it. The only diffic�lt part lIes III �v01dlllg the temptatlon 

_ a temptation based solely on presumptl�? - �� tr� to Jump ahead and guess at 

the answer, a technique usually known as llltultlon . . 
It is indeed one of the truths of astrology that it is simple. If it starts gettlllg 

complicated, it is a sure sign that you h�ve go.n� wr�ng
. 
somewhere. This does 

not mean that it is necessarily easy: we1ght-hftmg 1S s1mple, but nonetheless 

requires great effort. In the game of cricket t��re is a phrase 'line and length: , 
which might well be the motto of any aspmng �strologer . . If the 

"
b�wler 1S 

finding it impossible to get the batsman out, he w1ll be �emlllded: L1�e and 

length; line and length." That is: forget all the fancy stuff; Just keep bowllllg t�e 

ball in the right direction for the right distance, and soone
.
r o� later you w�ll 

inevitably get him out. So with astrology: the consi�tent apphcanon of the bas1c 

rules, resisting the temptation to try to be clever, wIll reveal all before you.
. . 

The astrological chart is like a rock-pool. The planets a�e the creatures w1thlll 

it going about their lives. All that is asked of the �strologer 1
.
S that he observe what 

is happening. Sticking his head into the pool ach1eves nothlllg,
. 
as al� the creatures 

scurry into hiding. In the same way, intrudi�g his prec�nceptlons lllto the chart 

achieves nothing, as truth vanishes before h1m even qUlcker than our creatures. 

The rules which we have discussed are the few simple facts necessary to under

stand the nature of the creatures which we observe. Given that knowledge, we 

have merely to sit and watch what they are up to, and all wi�l
.
become clear. Thus 

the techniques of the astrological tradition enable the pra
.
ctlt1oner to s

.
ee.beyon� 

his own reflection, dissolving the illusions of preconceptlOn and partIalIty until 

the clear form of truth becomes visible in all its sharp and rigorous detail. 

Before looking closely at the way in which the astrologer sets about his tas�, 

we must acquaint ourselves with some more of the tools that he has at hiS 

disposal. 

We have seen how the planets' essential strength varies from place to place in the 
zodiac, as they enter the dignities of sign, exaltation, triplicity, term and face, or 

t hl' dl'i J i l i t i L'\ oj pLTl'gr in ;t t io l l .  1 . 1 1 1  . \ l ld  dct r imcnt .  The j udgement of essent ia l  
d ign i t y  depcnds on how thc p la nct i s  placed in the zodiac: that is ,  how it is 
placcd relat i ve to the non-man ifest sphere of the zodiacal signs (not the constel
l a t ions beari ng the same names). We must also consider the planets' accidental 
dign ities and debilities, which are determined by how the planets stand relative 
to the various manifest spheres of the Earth, the other planets and the stars. 
These accidental dignities and debilities are highly significant. Consider a tiger: 
i t  has immense strength in itself (essential dignity) , but if it has fallen into a 
tiger-pit (accidental debility) it still has the same strength, yet is virtually 
helpless. These accidental qualities are not part of the inherent nature of the 
t hing in question, but affect it, whether for good or ill, at that time and that 
place. 

There are many of these accidental factors; indeed, it would be true to say 
that everything in the chart has some accidental effect on everything else in it, 
but the great majority of these effects will be trivial. The table on page 166 
shows the relative strengths of these factors, on a scale from 1-5 as weakest to 
strongest. It must be stressed that the strength of effect of all these points varies 
considerably, depending primarily on the degree of exactness of the factor in 
question (that is, for example, a planet exactly on the cusp of the tenth house is 
strengthened a lot more than one which is twenty degrees inside that house) . 
This table, which is adapted from William Lilly, l who took it from the Arab 
authors, is intended only as a rule of thumb guide for the student and is meant 
( 0  be used with a good dash of common-sense. 

We start by considering the planet's house position, which is where it is 
rel at ive to the Earth (i.e. where we would find it in the sky: "Up there" or "Over 
I here") .  Its position by sign has shown us its essential strength. The planets are 
. t l i  relatively fixed in their signs: Saturn's average stay in each one is over two 
I cars; even the Moon, by far the swiftest of the planets, takes two and a half 
( lays to move through each sign. Every planet, however, moves through all 
( welve houses every day. When in one of the angular houses (1st, 10th, 7th or 
" h ) ,  planets can work easily: I may not be a good driver (weak essential 
d ignity) , but if I am on the tenth cusp, I am the one behind the wheel. In 
( . Ident houses, by contrast (3rd, 9th, 6th and 12th) , the planets have the greatest 
( I i Htculty in working - most especially in the sixth and twelfth houses. The 
1 " l l 1ai n ing, succedent, houses fall between these extremes. 

( ) n  top of this difference between angular, cadent and succedent houses, we 
1 1 . lve the system of joys. As we have seen, each planet joys in one of the houses, 
"hl'l'e it gains strength, and is weakened when in the house opposite the house 
< I I i rs joy. The joys are: Saturn, 12th house; Jupiter, nth; Mars, 6th; Sun, 9th; 
\" 'nus, 5th; Mercury, 1st; Moon, 3rd. As can be seen from this list, the joys can 
., ( rengthen a planet even in a weak house - Saturn, for example, joys in the 
I wei !th, the weakest of the cadent houses. This is not a contradiction, as these, 

I I i I I I' .  "p. c i t .  p. 1 1 \  
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ESSENTIAL DIGNITIES RATING ESSENTIAL DElli  I rIl l , S  RATING 

Own sign 
Exaltation 
Own triplicity 
Own tenn 
Own face 

5 Detriment 
4 Fall 

3 Peregrine 

2 
1 

Mutual Reception Mutual Reception a 

Sign : sign 5 Detriment : detriment 

Exaltation : exaltation 
Triplicity : triplicity 
Tenn : tenn 

4 Fall : fall 

3 
2 

Face : face 1 
Mixed reception b pro rata 

ACCIDENTAL DIGNITIES 

In lOth or 1" house 5 
In 7th, 4th or 1 1  th house 4 
In 2nd or 5th house 3 
In 9th house 2 
In 3'd house 1 
In the house of its joy 2 
Direct in motion ( not 0 or '» C ) 4 
Swift in motion 2 
Increasing north latitude 2 
Halb or Hayz 2/3 

Partill d 0' 4- or 9 5 

Partill 0' .Q  4 
Parrill b. 4- or 9 4 
Parrill * 4- or 9 3 

Beseiged by 4- and 9 5 
Free from combustion or sunbeams e 5 
CW� 5 

'» Occidental ( increasing in light) 2 
'!1 4- cf oriental 2 
9 � occidental 2 

0' Regulus ( 29 Leo) 6 

0' Spica ( 23 Libra) 5 

ACCIDENTAL DEBILITIES 

In 12th house 
In 8th or 6th house 

In opposite house to its joy 
Retrograde 
Slow in motion 
Increasing south latitude 

Partill 0' '!1 or cf 
Partill 0' � 
Parti1l cP '!1 or cf 
Partill 0 '!1 or cf 
Beseiged by '!1 and cf 
Combust 
Under the sunbeams 
'» oriental ( decreasing in light) 
'!1 4- cf occidental 

9 � oriental 

0' Caput Algol (26 Taurus) 

a The benefits from mutual reception vary widely with the strength of the planets concerned 
b Such as sign: exaltation; tripliciry: face etc, 
c Because they are always direct. 

-5  
-4 
- 3  

-s 
-4 

-5 
-4 

-I 
-5 
-2 
-2 

-5 

-4 

-4 

-3 

-5 
-5 
-4 

-2 
-2 

-2 

-5 

d A partill aspect is formed between two planets in degrees of the same number in their respective 
signs, 

e This does not, of course, apply to the Sun, 
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l i ke ;t l l d igl l i l il',\ , I I H I  lkh i l i l i e� , , I re 1 1 I , l l IlT.\ o/ q l l ;t l i l y ;ts wel l  as of quanti ty ;  that 
i,\, I hey d i rkr i l l  k i l ld ;1\ wel l  a� i l l � I re l lg l h ,  I n  practice, Saturn in the twelfth 
wi l l  often  s l i l l  have great d i fficu l ty act i ng, but, being in its joy, it does have some 
\ I rength, al most as i f  i t  were a beleaguered garrison driven back to the last 
l i t add tj'om where its enemies will have extreme difficulty in dislodging it. 

The speed and direction of the planet must be considered. The faster it is 
moving, relative to its average speed, the stronger it is; the slower, the weaker. 
Al l  the planets except the Sun and Moon appear to turn round and travel 
hackwards through the sky from time to time, an optical effect arising from the 
rel at i ve motion of the Earth and the planet in question - just as when your train 
pulls out of the station, the station appears to be travelling backwards. A planet 
t ravell ing retrograde is weaker than when in direct (i.e. normal) motion. When 
;Ibout to change direction, planets gradually lose speed until they become 
\ tationary: these stationary points are times of great weakness. A planet in its 
first station (when it is turning round to go backwards) is traditionally likened to 
,I man taking to his sick-bed: he feels dreadful and is going to get worse. A 
planet in its second station (turning back to forward motion) is likened to a man 
r is ing from his sick-bed for the first time: he still feels wobbly and vulnerable, 
probably worse than he did when still lying in bed, but from now on he knows 
I hat things will get better. 

A planet is gaining strength if it is increasing in north latitude and weakening 
i r increasing in south latitude. Almost always in astrology, we are concerned with 
measure of longitude: that is, movement across the sky. Giving a planet's 
I )osi t ion as so many degrees of Aries or Taurus is to define its position by longi
I l ide. Latitude is the up or down movement. North latitude, in the northern 
hemisphere where astrology was born and has resided through most of its 
I I istory, lifts the planet higher in the sky and so makes it more clearly visible. 

' rhe Arab authors in particular put great significance on hayz and halb. A 
I ,hnet is in its halb if it is in its 'correct' position relative to the horizon: that is, 
11 i t  is a diurnal planet (Saturn, Jupiter or the Sun) it should be above the 
I I (  Ir izo n  by day and below it by night; vice versa if it is a nocturnal planet (Mars, 
Vl'nllS or the Moon). Hayz is similar but more demanding: a masculine, diurnal 
I IL!net (Saturn, Jupiter or the Sun) should be in a masculine sign and also in its 
I l .db; a feminine, nocturnal planet (Venus or the Moon) should be in a feminine 
, ign and in its halb. Mars is masculine and nocturnal, so is in its hayz if it is in a 
I i l .lsclliine sign and above the Earth by night or below it by day. Mercury is 
d i l l rna l  when it rises before the Sun, nocturnal when it sets behind the Sun. The 
I l lasclI l i ne signs are: Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius and Aquarius; the 
I I I hLTS are feminine.2 A planet in its hayz or, to a lesser extent its halb, has a 
• n tain power of command and ability to shrug off dangers. 

' I 'he other accidental dignities relate to a planet's position relative to other 
1 '1", ddi n i l ion  or hay! and hall! is  commonly m isquoted, See Abu'l-Rayhan Muhammad Ibn 

1 1 " ",,. 1  A I I\i 1'(1 II i, l'/I(' /look of'lll.l/I'III'/ioll ill 1/'" Unlltfl/s of'ill(' Arl o/Astrology, p, 308; trans, R, Ramsey 
\\" ' 1 '.1 1 1 , 1 ( l /a, . I .o l ldol l ,  1 '1 \ . 1 ;  I'qHi l l l l'd As,,"' ! : . ,  NOl l i l lgh.( l l I ,  I l .d .  
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planets and individual stars. Close contact, l'slK'lid ly  hy ( O I I P I i I l I I < l I I .  \l' X t i l c  or 
trine, with the two benefics, Jupiter and Venus, is h l' l p f u l . ( : I ml' ( O l l t :lL't wi th 
Mars or Saturn, on the other hand, is a hindrance, especia l ly  hy c onjunction. 
square or opposition. If we are considering a man about to have a fight, a fortu
nate contact from Jupiter might show that his big brother is there to back him 
up; if there is a difficult contact from Saturn, however, he might be ill or 
overwhelmed by fear. The Moon's North Node (the point where it crosses the 
ecliptic heading north) acts much like Jupiter; its South Node (where it crosses 
the ecliptic heading south), much like Saturn: planets falling on these points are 
strengthened or weakened accordingly. The Nodes affect planets only by 
conjunction. 

A planet can be besieged either harmfully or beneficially. It is besieged benefi
cially when it is between the two benefics, Venus and Jupiter. The closer 
together the three planets are, the stronger the effect; whichever way the planet 
turns, something good is bound to happen to it. Getting caught between 
Saturn and Mars is just the reverse - this is the astrological version of ' a rock and 
a hard place'. One of the benefics casting its aspect to a planet besieged by the 
two malefics, however, can alleviate the situation: as if the planet is besieged in 
his castle, but there is plenty of food and water. If a planet is not bodily placed 
between the two besieging planets, but casts its aspect between them, it is 
besieged by the rays. This is similar to besiegement proper, but rather more mild. 

The Sun confers both great strength and great debility. Being too close to the 
Sun is most unfortunate: within eight and a half degrees of the Sun, if within 
the same sign of the zodiac, a planet is said to be combust. There is no greater 
affliction than this: it is as if all its power is burnt up and destroyed. Within 
seventeen and a half degrees, it is under the sunbeams. This too is unfortunate, 
but much less so than combustion. A planet within seventeen and a half 
minutes of arc of the Sun, however, is immensely strong: it is said to be cazimi, 
or in the heart of the Sun. This is likened to a man raised up to sit beside the 
king: it has great power to act. 

The Moon's strength varies according to its position relative to the Sun. At 
New Moon, when it has no light at all, it has no power. As it moves away from 
the Sun, it gradually increases in light, and thence in strength. At full, however, 
when it has its maximum amount of light, it is just as weak as at new. It is 
totally filled with the Sun's light and has no strength of its own. After full, the 
Moon at first picks up strength again, but gradually loses it as it decreases in 
light. 

When the Moon is increasing in light, it is also occidental,· when decreasing, it 
is oriental These terms describe any planet's position relative to the Sun. Any 
planet that would be in the sky at dawn is said to be oriental, as it rises before 
the Sun. Any planet under the Earth at dawn is occidental. Mars, Jupiter and 
Saturn are strengthened by being oriental and weakened by being occidental ; 
with Venus, Mercury and the Moon it is the other way round. To find out 
which is which in any particular chart, just mentally revolve al l the planets until 
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I hl' Sun is  on dll' !\\( (· l Id . 1 I 1 I  ( 1 1 .\ pml l  iO I l  at dawn). Any planet above the Earth 
i ,\ then or il'nt a l , or helow i l  0( ( idl' n t a l .  

Some of the  /ix('(/ ,1 /,1/',1 ca l l  greatly influence judgement. A� staring into �he 
night sky show�, there are any number of stars. Those o! p�rtIcular astrological 
,-; ignificance are the brightest and those closest to the ecliptic. They are .brought 
into play only by conjunction, whether by a planet, house cus� or A�ablan Part. 
The stars become more important the higher in our astrologiCal hierarchy we 
cl imb. Most of the time, most stars will play little part in horaries. They become 
influential in natal charts at the major events of the life or when examining the 
spiritual nature. In mundane astrology, they come into their own. 

The three stars whose powers most often extend downwards into even horary 
charts are Regulus, the 'Heart of the Lion', the brightest star in Leo (curre�tly at 
2.9 .51 Le03) ; Spica, the 'Virgin's Spike' , the b

,
rightest ,star in ;he constellation of 

Virgo (now at 23 . 51 Libra); and CaputAlgol, �edusas Head , an unremar�abl�
looking star in Perseus (26.11 Taurus) . Regulus IS strongly fort�nate for actl?n l� 
the world, although such action may eventually come .to a stIcky end. SPIC� IS 
not so goal-oriented, but it too is strongly fortunate, wlt� a pow�rful p�otectIv,e 
influence. Algol is thoroughly malefic, traditional�y asso�l�ted wl�h losmg o�e.s 
head, either literally or metaphorically. Astronomically, It IS a vanabl� star; l� IS 
never very bright, but dims almost to invisibility. This is the key to ItS malign 
nature, for it is like a permanent eclipse. 

Regulus and Spica are two of the Royal Stars, which, as the name suggests, 
l ead to the throne. The others are Aldebaran, the 'Eye of the Bull' , in the 
constellation of Taurus (9.48 Gemini) ; Pollux, one of the 'Heavenly Twi�s' 
( 23 . 15 Cancer; also known as Hercules) ; Lucida Lancis, or the Sout� �cale, m 
I .ibra (15.06 Scorpio); and Antares, the 'Heart of the ScorplOn (9-47 
Sagittarius) . In effect, they are much like the trumps in a .game of cards: the first 
-;on of the king may have X or Y in his birth-chart, but If the secon� son has a 
prominent Royal Star, he wins. Kin� Charles I gives a� example: With Regulus 
( ) n  his Ascendant, he was born to reign; the death of hiS elder brother brought 
h im unexpectedly to the throne - yet Regulus had its customary unfortunate 
l'nd. This does not, of course, mean, gentle reader, that the Royal Star on your 
Ascendant will make you President or Prime Minister: had Charles been the 
sl'cond son of a tailor, he would have inherited the shop. 

Weighing up each planet's dignities and debilities, essential and accide�t� , 
will tell us how strong or weak it is, and enable us to learn much ab�ut :vhat l� IS 
I hat is making it strong or weak. The prime signific�nce .of �he Sign m whl�h 
l'ach planet falls is to enable us to determine its essential �lglllty, Often, we Will 
I lot concern ourselves with the particular nature of the Sign at all; the modern 

\ I kspite being 'fixed' the stars do move slightly, at a rate of approximately one degree every :2 
\'I'/I I',S , or \0 ' per year _ a negligible amount over the life of a man, but of great Importance over the !,fe 
, , 1 ,1 11/11  ion.  Positions given are for the year 2000. Note that Spica, although bemg m the constellatIOn 
"I V i rgo, Ellis i n to the pari of the zodiac known as Libra, an example of the dlstlOcflon between 
, , , " S l ,,I Ll l ioI LS  a l ld mdi llcal  s ig l ls  , 1 I 1 1'X , I I 1 1 I 'I" r,,!,ellted by most of the other stars mentioned here. 
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over-�mphasis on �he zodiacal signs has much to do w i i l l \" l i l l l g  l I l'wspapers and lIttle to do with astrology, The signs do not have t he lovahk rounded personalities whi
.
ch pop�lar magazines are wont to attribute to them. They do, however, all fall Into vanous groups, which share certain characteristics. These can be important in judgement. 

Th�r� is a bas
.
ic divisi�n i�to male and fimale: Aries and every alternate sign (Gem�m, Leo, Libra,

. 
SagIttanus

. 
and Aquarius) are male; Taurus and every alternate sign (Cancer, Virgo, ScorpIO, Capricorn and Pisces) are female. If we wish to determine the gender of an unborn child, or to know whether the thief was a man or a woman, for instance, we simply add up the indications of the relevant planets: lots of masculine planets in masculine signs, we have a boy; feminine planets in feminine signs, a girl. �he division into the elemental triplicities of fire (hot and dry) , air (hot and mOist), earth (�old and dry), an� water (cold and moist) gives simple judgemen� on many Issues. If ?n checking the weather I find a hot dry planet in a hot dry sl?n, I draw t?e ob:lOus con�l�sion. If looking for a lost object, its signific�tor In an earth sign Will tell me It IS on or under the ground; in an air sign, it is high up, or somewhere associated with intellectual pursuits; a fire sign shows somewhere hot; a water sign somewhere wet, or associated with emotions or co

.
mfort. �o if the significator of the object were in the fifth house, the object m�ght be I? a pla

.
ce of recreation. If the significator were also in an air sign, it might be In a CInema or library; in fire, a restaurant; in water, a pub or swimming-pool; in earth, a park or garden. 

The div�sion into. cardinal (Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn) , fixed (Taurus, �eo, ScorpIO, Aquanus) and mutable (Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces) is an Impor�ant indicator of timing. A fixed illness will drag on for ages; a cardinal one Will be short and sharp; a mutable one will come and go. If electing a chart f?r so
.
methi�g that is to last - building a house, perhaps - we would have fixed signs I? the Important places; for something that was to be over quickly, like an operation, we would choose cardinal signs. The mutable signs are also doublebodied, showing duality. The ruler of the tenth house of career in a doublebodied sign would be one indicator of someone who free-lances (more than one boss) or has more than one job. 

Similarly, these signs show the amount of resolution someone possesses. If an enemy were to take me to court and I cast a horary about this, I would be worried if I found both his house cusp and his significator in fixed signs, for I would know that he was determined to pursue the case till the end and vlOuld 
�ot 

.
be swa�ed from his course. Much more reassuring to find both cusp and slgmficator In cardinal signs, proclaiming him "unstable, and of no resolution . . .  . " 4 T a w�venng, unconstant man . he mutable signs, as usual, would show a medlU� be�een the two. Of course, if the significator were at the very end of a fixed sign, It would have to be judged accordingly. This is typical of horary 

4 Lilly, op. cit. p. 89 
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( hart s  whLT(' \O I l I('O I I l' is . i l ll l l i l  1 0 1 0 .\(' .1 loh " \ l'y have held !tH' man y years: t h ey 
have reached t he el ld o f a  s l ;lhk ( f i xed ) s i t l la t io l 1 .  

Some of the signs (the water signs: Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces) are firtile; 
so me (Gemi n i ,  Leo, Virgo) are barren. The others are in-between. This has 
obvious connotations, but not only with child-birth: if I want my investments 
10 grow, I should be pleased to find their significator in a fertile sign. It is 
notable that the barren signs are those of human image, while the in-between 
signs are mostly animals, as humans tend to produce fewer offspring than 
animals, who themselves produce far fewer than scorpions, crabs or fish. 

The signs with animal images (Aries, Taurus, Leo, Sagittarius and Capricorn) 
are bestial,· those of human form (Gemini, Virgo, Aquarius - and also Libra, as 
the scales are a man-made object) are humane. This is important for telling 
which branch of creation will suffer from, for instance, the effects of an eclipse 
or a comet. More immediately, if I am choosing the moment to ask my large 
and unpleasant neighbour to mend his ways, a humane sign rising will

.
inc�ease 

the likelihood of my escaping without a punch on the nose. Of the bestial Signs, 
Leo and the latter part of Sagittarius are also firal, so introducing the idea of 
untuliness into appropriate charts. Leo, Scorpio and Capricorn are dark and 
anxious, while "there is a suspicion of trouble in Virgo and Libra". 5 We might 
note how the modern picture of Libra as the first of the 'impeccably behaved' 
signs seems to have quite forgotten this, as was clearly demonstrated in out 
example reading of Hitler's birth-chart. 

. There are many more such divisions, but the last of those which have 
common practical importance concerns the degree of voice the signs possess. 
The water signs are all mute; Gemini, Virgo and Libra loud-voiced, of which 
Gemini is capable of speech. This distinction is relevant in any matte� of 
communication. When should I make that phone-call? Not when mute signs 
dominate the chart. Am I born to be a singer? With my significators of vocation 
in voiced signs, quite possibly. 

. These various meanings underline the significance of the exact Image 
pertaining to each of the signs, reminding us that this

. 
image is not a randor.n 

doodle around a collection of stars, but is a mnemomc of powerful symbolIc 
value showing, for those who have eyes to see, the nature of that sign, which is 
the essential nature of one twelfth of creation, the essential nature of one of the 
three modes of creation working in one of the four elements. These images are 
carefully and precisely formed: fanciful 'artistic' interpretations of them add 
nothing, but are merely a symptom of the growing inability to understand 
imagery. These pictures do indeed tell more than a thousand words, as they 
embody - all at once, not consequentially - a mass of meanings which is �o any 
articulated statement what a sphere is to a straight line. The attempt to SpIn out 
these meanings into words does, indeed, exactly mirror the spinning out of the 
potential indicated by the signs that is seen in the movements of the planets; 
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but by the very nature of the task this rendering a n i t l l ! . I I (' , w l l <' l hn i n  I l l icro
cosm or macrocosm, must always fall tar short of rea l i s ing t'W I l  . 1  I rat i iO I l  of ril lS 
potential. The images of the signs, then, demand contempla l ion , not art icula
tion; but contemplation only of what is in these images, so perfectly htted to 
that which they represent, not of the sentimental baggage that we carry with us: 
contemplation of what is there, not of ourselves, 

It is a rare chart on which at least one of the Arabian Parts cannot shed some 
light, The Arabian Parts, so called because they were much used by the Arab 
astrologers, are particular points in the chart each of which tells us about one 
particular subject. We arrive at these points by means of a simple calculation. 
For instance, if a horary chart is set for the question, "Is my marriage over?" we 
would cast the Arabian Part of Marriage and study its condition. 

Parts exist for any number of subjects: Al-Biruni, writing in the Eleventh 
Century, says: "It is impossible to enumerate the lots (i.e. Parts) which have 
been invented . . .  they increase in number every day."6 They range from those 
dealing with obviously important matters, such as the Parts of Victory, Death, 
or Marriage, to those that are at hrst puzzling, such as the Parts of Apricots and 
of Cucumbers. But if you were the farmer wondering when it would be best to 
take his apricot crop to market, or the Royal Astrologer casting the Aries Ingress 
chart to examine the nation's fortunes over the coming year, when the size of the 
cucumber harvest might be of some significance, the importance of even these 
recondite Parts would become clear. 

The position of each Part is determined by a formula which adds the distance 
between two places in the chart - usually the positions of two of the planets - to 
a third place, which is usually the Ascendant. The best-known of the Parts, for 
instance, the Part of Fortune, takes the distance from the Sun to the Moon and 
then adds this distance to the Ascendant (so Asc + ')) - 0). Once the Part has 
been calculated, we look to see what is happening to it (it is a principle that 
Parts do not do; they are done to) . If our Part of Cucumbers falls conjunct 
Jupiter, we are suitably delighted; if conjunct Saturn, we are grateful that we 
chose to diversifY this year. Just as with a planet, we will examine its strength _ 

accidental only - and receptions. Most importantly, we will also look to its 
dispositor, the planet that rules the sign in which it falls. The dispositor of the 
Part represents that thing in the chart: so if the Part of Marriage falls in Aries, its 
dispositor is Mars, so Mars signifies the marriage. If Mars is strong, in a fixed 
sign, and with both the spouses' planets showing by reception a strong interest 
in it, all well and good. If Mars is badly placed and the spouses' planets have no 
interest in it, there is cause for concern. Similarly with the dispositor of the Part 
of Cucumbers: if that planet is making a good connection between me and the 
other people's money, I know it is time to sell. 

The greatest value of the Arabian Parts, however, is found when we seek to 

G Al-Biruni, op, cit, p, 282, Al-Biruni gives a list of the most useful Parts with their formulae, 
Modern lists of Arabian Parts incorporating Uranus, Neptune and Pluto lack all f(Hl ndarion and are to 
be disregarded, 
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p('n hC I IC. l t l l  l h (" t l pn l i (  I .d  I('.d l l y  01 l h e I l l a l nia l  i n  o rdn l ! J  exam i ne t he spir i 
I t I ,d leal i l y  W i l h i l l ,  The key 1 ';l n s  a re geared to exactly th is end , their very 
n i ,ll' IKt' he i l l g  evide l l l e  oj "  an  awe- inspi r i ng knowledge of� and clarity about, 
,p i r i l l ia l S lates - a knowledge utterly different from anything contained in the 
" , cai led 'esoteric' astrology of the moderns. 

' I 'he Part of Fortune, based on the Moon, shows the soul; its reverse 
l o rmuia/ the Part of Spirit, shows the Spirit (that is, Asc+O-')). This is also 
l a i led the Part of the Sun, or the Part of the Future, the latter presumably 
kcause one's final end depends, precisely, on the Spirit) . The Part of Faith 
( Asc+\'-'))) shows the correct or incorrect orientation of the mind. The 
Ascendant + Part of Spirit - Part of Fortune gives the Part of Love, Friendship 
, I nd Affection. Its reverse formula, Ascendant + Part of Fortune - Part of Spirit, 
gives the Part of Despair, Fraud and Penury. Ascendant + Part of Fortune -
Mars shows courage or greatness of soul (Part of Valour, Courage). Ascendant + 
h l piter - Part of Spirit shows victory and aid from Above (Part of Victory and 
;\ id) ,  Ascendant + Saturn - Part of Fortune shows imprisonment and escape, 
I he wisdom that is born of experience (Part of Captivity and Escape) . These are 
I hl' traditional seven pillars of the spiritual assessment by Arabian Parts, though 
t l l any other Parts provide important additional information.s 

Adding the Arabian Parts to the planets completes the cast of players in our 
d rama. We now have all our participants assembled, and have evaluated their 
,I rcngths by assessing their dignities and their inclinations by assessing the 
, , 'cl'ptions between them. All that remains is to see how these planets and Parts 
"lite to each other by aspect. Aspects are what draw the planets together, 
, d lowing them to interact. On many occasions, often but by no means exclu
\ i veiy in horary charts, we shall be looking for specific actions: these will be 
,hown in the chart by aspects reaching exactitude or perfection. In many charts, 
I I <  ,wever, we shall be more concerned with describing situations; in these cases, 
, I 'pects show influence of one thing on another, whether these aspects are exact 
" r  not. The closer the aspect, the stronger the influence. An example clarihes 
t i l l' difference in treatment: if I ask a horary question "Did my dog steal the 
\ , I t lsages?" and find the planet that signifies my dog just separating from aspect 
wi th the planet that shows the sausages, I would find her guilty, as she and the 
' , I t l sages have been in contact in the recent past (a separating aspect showing 
1 ' , Ist action) , If, however, I were thinking "What is this dog like? Should I buy 
hn?" this close aspect would help describe her nature, according to the planet 
( onccrned. 

A n  important addition to our repertoire of aspects is the antiscion, which we 
" IW i n  action in Hitler's birth-chart. The antis cion of a planet or Arabian Part is 

Many astrologers, including Bonatus, reversed these two formulae in night-time charts, such that 
, ,h " hl'caml' the other; but horh the reasoning behind this reversal and its practical application are 
1 1 1 H  ollvi l lc i ng. 

" ( )r I he,,,', pcrhal" t ilt' I llmt i ll ' l,ortallt i" I h l' Part of Dcath, which is given as Asc+8th cusp-Moon 
, 1 1 1 < 1 A,,, I S,l I l i l' l l  Moo", l' i l bl' 1  (0 '  h"t ld  ol which <;1 1 1  he IIscd, 



found by re/-lecting its position in an imaginary mi rror � 1 I (· t (  I l n l l 'l ' t w('(' 1 1  t l l (' t wo 
solstice points, 0 degrees of Cancer and 0 degrees of CaprilO lI l . I ·o r  exampl e: a 
planet that is placed 25 degrees on one side of the mirror (at 25 Cancer or 
Capricorn) will have its reflection at 25 degrees on the other side of the mirror (so 
5 Gemini or Sagittarius) . As any contact with an antiscion must be close -
nothing much more than a degree away will concern us - it takes, given a little 
practice, just moments to glance around a chart to see if the antiscia of any 
relevant points are doing anything of note. What we are looking for is conjunc
tion or opposition to another important point; other aspects to antiscia are worth 
noting, but are of only secondary significance. An antiscion is, literally, a shadow; 
so, as might be suspected, contact with the antiscion of a planet typically carries a 
sense of the covert, revealing to us hidden motives and hidden actions: if boy 
meeting girl is shown by an ordinary aspect they might marry; if by an aspect 
involving an antiscion, they would be more likely to have a secret affair. 

We have now assembled a tool-box which will prove sufficient for any astrolog
ical eventuality. Further elaboration of technique is not necessary; all that is 
necessary is the application of a large amount of common-sense in all our work 
- or, in the traditional phrase, combining 'discretion with art'. Celestial science 
as it may be, keeping one's feet firmly on the ground at all times is essential for 
correct practice. 

Whatever form of chart we are judging, practice can be described in a few 
basic principles. The planets show the nature of the force in question. The signs 
qualify that force, as an adjective qualifies a noun. The houses locate that force. 
showing where it is operating. The aspects connect that force with an object, as 
verbs connect nouns. 

The essential nature of the planets is: 

Saturn, the principle of contraction 
Jupiter, the principle of expansion 
Mars, the principle of energy 
The Sun, the principle of power 
Venus, the principle of love 
Mercury, the principle of articulation 
The Moon, the principle of generation. 

In practice, we will almost always identify the planets more by the houses with 
which they are connected than their essential nature, but this nature is always 
there and always of some significance. That is, when looking at, say, Mars in a 
chart, we will be more concerned with the fact that it happens to rule the sixth 
house and so signifies a tradesman (for instance) than with its being the 
principle of energy. But there will be a qualitative difference between the 
tradesman as signified by Mars and the tradesman as signified by Venus or 
Saturn. This difference may or may not be relevant in practical terms to our 
particular enquiry. The location of the particular force is shown by the house or 
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houses wh idl I h; 1 I  p l a l 1l ' t  n t il" . l l 1d  t he I lOuse in which it happens to fall. Mars 
r l l ies the s ixth hOl lse. ,o i t  shows the tradesman; Mars is in the tenth house 
( mother) from the s ixth ,  so the tradesman has gone to visit his mother. From 
t here it casts an opposition (unfortunate) to the planet that rules the fourth 
house (my home) . So my home is suffering because the tradesman has gone to 
visit his mum. 

The signs act as adjectives, qualifying the nature of the planets. T�is . is 
primarily by giving or denying them strength, but also by certal? ch�ra�tenst1cs 
of their own. Mars is in Scorpio, and so is very strong (essential dlglllty) : the 
tradesman controls the situation. Scorpio is a mute sign, so he has not told me 
that he has taken the day off to go visiting. The assessment of strength is elabo
rated by considering the accidental dignities. 

Apart from giving or denying strength when the planet falls in its own digni
ties or debilities, the signs also indicate the interests of the planet by the other 
dignities in which it falls. Mars is in Scorpio, its own sign and triplicity, so t�e 
tradesman's over-riding concern is with himself. If it is at 20 degrees of ScorpIO, 
it is also in the terms and face of Venus, so he is also concerned with whatever 
Venus signifies in this chart. He is also in the detriment of Venus, so he does not 
l ike Venus. We see Venus separating (past action) from a square (difficult) to 
Mars; Venus rules the seventh house (partners) from the sixth (tradesman) : so 
we see that he has had a row with his wife and gone to see Mum to grumble 
about her. 

Concerned, we might then cast the Arabian Part of Marriage for the 
tradesman, adding the degree of his first cusp (the sixth cusp of the chart) to the 
degree of his seventh cusp and subtracting the degr�e of Ve?us. This falls in 
Scorpio. Its dispositor, Mars, we have already found III ScorpIO. Both Part and 
dispositor in a fixed sign is a strong indication that the marriage will last. The 
Part is in the sign and triplicity of Mars, so the marriage is dominated by the 
husband. It is in the detriment of Venus, so we see it is detrimental to his wife. 

Sometimes, however, we use a manifestation of the essential principle of the 
planet by taking it in one of its natural rulerships. We might turn to Mars: �ot 
because it rules a particular house in the chart, but because we are enqulflng 
about a soldier, or the army, or surgery, or iron, or any of its myriad rulerships. 

By considering house rulership and natural rulership we will, in any �nquir� 
i n  any branch of astrology, usually turn up three or four planets that are III play 
and three or four with which we are not, at the moment, concerned. The situa
tion is much as it is in a theatre: we have a group of characters in heated conver
sation by the footlights, while the others occupy themselves upstage until it is 
their turn to speak. As we proceed with our investigation of the chart, we will 
often find some of these other characters being drawn into the action. 

Whatever the subject, we shall almost always be concerned with the ruler of 
nrst house. In a horary, this represents the querent; in a nativity it shows the 
l1ative himself; in a m undal1l' chart it is the nation and the prevailing state of 
a thirs. The other hOl lses (,( ) I lClTl l l't1 wil l vary according to the nature of our 
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enquiry. I t: for example, the querent i n  a horary a�b " I �  I l ly  1 1 Io l h n  I ry i llg to 
cheat me?" we would look to the third, the house of brothl:r�, widl i l �  ruler and 
Mars, which is the natural ruler of brothers. So also in a natal chart if we wish to 
find out about the state of the native's brothers and how he relates to them. In a 
mundane chart, we might be concerned about the pernicious influence of the 
press upon the nation, so we would investigate by again turning to the third 
house and its ruler, this time in company with Mercury, the natural ruler of 
journalists. 

Having identified the relevant planets, we judge them according to the three 
guiding principles: 

Dignity shows power to act 
Reception shows inclination to act 
Aspect shows occasion to act. 

No matter what branch of astrology we are practising, whether it concern the 
most trivial horary question or the most momentous of mundane events, the 
study of these three factors will bring us, if God wills, to the correct conclusion. 
Whether our chart be horary, natal, electional or mundane, the approach is 
essentially the same, the only difference being a certain shift in focus depending 
on what it is that we are investigating within the chart. We judge any chart by 
studying these three principles. If we find that this brings us to a dead-end, the 
answer is simple: we must study them some more. They will invariably yield 
results. The following examples of a horary and a nativity show how this is done 
at different levels of astrological enquiry. 

The Horary 

The question was a complex one: "Mr X, an agent, claims he can get my 
business's product onto the national TV shopping channel. Can he do this, will 
it be worth doing it, and can I trust him not to cut me out of the deal by going 
direct to the manufacturers of the product?"9 

The querent, as ever, is shown by the planet ruling the first house: Saturn. 
How is Saturn? Essentially, it is weak: it has no dignity of its own, and so is 
peregrine. This weakness reflects the querent's inability to achieve anything in 
this situation by his own efforts. He does have a certain amount of accidental 
dignity, however: being within five degrees of the fourth cusp puts him on the 
angle; Saturn is direct in motion; it is moving swiftly and is oriental of the Sun 
(turn the planets to put the Sun on the Ascendant, and you will see Saturn 
above the horizon) . This accidental strength suggests that he might be in the 
right place to achieve something. So far, so good. 

We now need to locate Mr X. He is an agent: that is, someone with whom 
our querent can work; but he is not a boss (tenth house) , nor is he our querent's 
employee (sixth) . He is someone on more or less the same level, with whom the 

9 June 15th 1999, IO.21 pm BST, London. 
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Chart 17: Example of Method 

I ' , 

' 1 ' 1 ' 1 ( ' 1 1 1  l 1 1ay enter a mutually beneficial relationship: so he is S�O':I� by I hl' 

, \ ( ' I I I  h house and its ruler, the Moon. The Moon is usually CO-Slglll fica 10 I' 0 1  

l i l t ' I ' I lTl' l l t ,  but if it rules one of the other houses involved, that house ha�  I i  1 .\ 1 

, 1 . 1 1 1 1 1 1 0  i ts services. 
/ /0'" i\ ,hc Moon? Very strong indeed. It has lots of essential dignity, as i l  i\ i l l  

I I , I IW I l  si!!,n and face. I t  has accidental dignity,. being in
.
an

.
an�ula� h.

ousl" ,sw i l l  

I I I  I l lol ion and increasing in  light. This aCCidental dIgl11ty IS hmlt�d h y  l i S  

l j ' I I l l' i l l!!, square to Mars. Wit h  so much strength, the agent has a lot o f  pOWl'l' 1 0  

I , I I I I  i ,\ suggests that he can do  what he claims he can �o b
,
r �utting th� prod Ul! 

" I I I V. Thl: Moon's immediate aspects confirm thIS: It IS separatln!!, Im l l l  

" > l I J l l I ll l ion wi th Mercury and applying to square Mars. Mercury i s  the  natural 

I I  d,  ' I  oj '  ; . 1 1 f(>rIll S  of communication, including television. It is in the Moon's si!!,1l 

1 1 1 1 1  hOl lsl', �howing that ( i n  the context of th is question) televis ion is. u
n.

l�er t h.
l' 

" > 1 1 1 101  or t h e  a!!,ent. Mar� rules the ljuerent's tenth house, and so Sign ifies h i S  
I > 1 1 \ 1 1 1 " ,\\. The Moon's 1110Vl'll1l'nt, then, connects television to  the  businl'��. 

\'(:'t. have �l'en t hat thl' a!!,l' n t  can l i ve up to h i �  prom i�l's. Whflt i. .. hc i�iI{,I'I',I" {'rI 
/ 1/ ' Wt' I t' l l  t h i� from t h e  recept ion�. The Moon i� i n  i ts own �ign, ShOWI Il!!, t hat 

1 1 1 \  pr i l l ll' l Ol 1 l erl l is wi t h  h i msel f · · l 1 1uch what we would expec t .  The Mooll i
,
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I I I  1 1 \  I IW I l  hOl l.sl', ,so he i ,s U l l l i kl' ly 1 0  put  h i l 1 1�e l f  ou l  1 l 1 l 1l 'h Oil our qunl' l l l  ,s 



behalf: The Moon is in the exaltation of Jup it er : 1 1 1 ; 1 1  1 \ ,  t i ll . ' ! ',l· l l t  l'xa l ts 
whatever Jupiter represents in this chart. Jupiter rules the e levl' l l t  \ t  \ t ( ) l Ise, w h ich 
is the second from the tenth: the business's money. The age ll t is keen on the 
business's money - again, this is no surprise. That the reception in question is 
an exaltation, however, suggests that he may be over-valuing this money. He 
thinks he can get more out of the deal than he actually will. 

But can he be trusted? That his planet, the Moon, is so strong is a clear 
indicator that he can: all the planets behave themselves better the stronger they 
are. Even the malefics, Mars and Saturn, show their best sides when essentially 
strong, as the benefics, Jupiter and Venus, can display a corrupted virtue when 
they are weak. The Moon is strong, and there are no malefics in the seventh 
house, so we have no reason to suspect him of untoward behaviour. He is out 
for himself; but he would be an unusual agent if he were not. 

So what is the bottom line? We have seen that the agent can put the product 
on TV. But will this be worthwhile? In any question of profit we must look to 
the money that we hope to make. This will be shown by the second house 
(money) from one of the other houses, depending on whose money it is that we 
want. Here, we want the money of the viewing public, a collection of undeter
mined 'others' ; so we locate this public in the seventh house ('other people' in 
general) and so the eighth shows its money. Yes, it also shows the agent's money 
(second from the seventh, the house of the agent) ; but we are not concerned 
with that. A house can mean any number of things: what matters to us is what 
it means in this context. 

The Sun rules the eighth house, and is applying immediately to make a trine 
aspect to Mars. Mars is the que rent's business; the Sun is the other people's 
money: they are coming together. All things being equal, this is just what we 
want to see - but all things here are not at all equal. The money comes easily 
enough (trine aspect shows things happening smoothly) : once the product is on 
TV, all our querent has to do is sit back and wait for the phone to ring. But the 
Sun is dreadfully weak. It has essential dignity only by face and is seriously 
debilitated accidentally by being in the sixth house. If the Sun were strong, it 
would show lots of money coming to the business; here, there will be little. The 
dignity by face shows that there will be some, but not enough to justifY the 
operation. This is confirmed by Mars (the business) and Jupiter (the business's 
money) applying to opposition. If Mars and Jupiter represented two people 
coming together by opposition, we would expect them to argue or divorce: we 
might foresee a similar falling out between the business and its bank balance. 

Our j udgement is clear: the agent can do exactly what he says he can do; but 
he cannot drag customers to the querent's door. The financial return will be 
limited - too much so to justifY the outlay and effort. 

The Nativity 
Let us take the same chart to demonstrate natal method. An exhaustive natal 
reading, if there can be such a thing, would take as long as the l i fe i tsd f� just 
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as l'Vl' 1 l  a l l lOl I ,\a l lll p.l !'.l· h l ( )gl.' 1 l i ty  w i l l  kave l 1 1al lY s to l les u ll tu rneJ . When 

t he chart i s  rl'ad , I lOwever, t i t e  ast rologer  wil l  usually be pointed towards 

particu lar areas of interest: "Tell me about myself," is a less productive 

enquiry than "Am 1 really suited to accountancy and why do all my girl

friends desert me?" We may liken the investigation to a trip to the doctor's: 

his first question is usually "Where does it hurt?" This narrows his investiga

tion to a manageable scope. 
As we saw in our consideration of Hitler's chart, we begin by drawing in the 

broad outlines. This basic assessment of, as it were, the material from which the 

person is cut, may not provide the titillating details that he might wish to hear, 

but will give us the bulk of our information about him. It is like the bottom 

level of a pyramid, of which the details are the peak; the details make sense only 

when seen in the context of the basic outline. We begin, then, by assessing the 

native's temperament. 
For this, we must consider: 

I the first house and its ruler 
2 the Sun and Moon 
3 the Lord of the Geniture, which is the strongest planet in the chart. 1 0  

At this stage, we are concerned only with the extent to which these places are 
hot, cold, moist and dry. 

1. The Ascendant is in Capricorn, a cold, dry sign. It is ruled by Saturn, a 
cold, dry planet falling in a cold, dry sign (Taurus) . The Ascendant is aspected 
by Saturn itself, which increases its coldness and dryness, and by Mercury. 
Mercury is occidental, increasing its dryness; but this is balanced by being in a 
moist sign (Cancer) . It is a little cold, increased by being in a cold sign, so this 
aspect cools the Ascendant further. As the aspect to Mercury is five degrees from 
perfection, the effect will be slight. 

Saturn is moistened by being oriental. It too is aspected by Mercury, cooling 
it further, and also by Venus. Venus is cold and moist, these qualities both 
moderated by falling in a hot, dry sign (Leo). It gains a little moisture by being 
occidental. So these aspects, neither of which are close, make Saturn colder still 
and slightly less dry. If there were any of the seven traditional planets in the first 
house, we would bring them into our judgement, but there is not. So far, the 
temperament is strongly cold and dry. 

2. The Sun is by nature hot and dry, but as this is a 'given' in anybody's chart, 
we need to look at other factors to determine the Sun's influence. These factors 
are the sign in which the Sun falls and the season. Here, it is in Gemini, a hot, 
moist sign. Both heat and moisture are increased as Gemini is one of the Spring 

1 0 Strongest, that is, by essential and accidental dignity, in contrast to the almuten of the chart, 
which is the planet with most essential dignities (almuten, from the Arabic al-mateen, meaning 'the 
inherently strong', and thus 'the tough'). Obviously enough, these are, however, often the same planet. 
Neither of these is to he confused with the hyleg, which indicates the 'vital force' of the person, which, 
as Wl' lllighl l'Xl'el l .  nccd nol 1ll" I n> n g  at all .  
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signs (Aries, ' Lll Irus and Cem i n i ) ,  a l l  of whi ch have 1 1 1 1 ' . - l I n  I O i l l i n' \ 1 1 1 1  apart 
from that of their individual natures. 

The Sun is aspected quite closely by Mars, and w i t h  I 1 101'e sepa ration by 
Jupiter. Mars is hot and dry by nature, its dryness emphasised and heat moder
ated by being occidental. It is in Libra, a hot, moist sign. Overall, Mars 
increases the Sun's heat and makes it slightly drier. Jupiter oriental is hot and 
moist, in a hot, dry sign. Again,  it increases the Sun's heat and roughly balances 
out the drying power of Mars. So the Sun has added a good deal of heat to the 
mixture and made it moister. 

The Moon is cold and moist by nature, but again we need to find distinctive 
qualities for its effect in the individual chart. Here, i t  is in Cancer, a cold, moist 
sign. It is berween New and First Quarter, increasing its heat and moisture. It 
too is aspected by Mars, making it hotter and slightly drier. The aspect to 
Jupiter is of minor significance, but can be taken into account as it is an 
applying aspect and Jupiter has strong dignity in the Moon's sign: hotter and a 
little moister. The Moon, then, adds heat and moisture to the temperament. 
Berween them, the lights have considerably moderated the cold, dry nature 
shown by the Ascendant and its ruler. 

3. Finally, the Lord of the Geniture. There is only one feasible candidate in 
this chart: it has to be the Moon, the only planet with any major dignity. So we 
can count in again the Moon's effect as above. 

Putting this all together, cold and dry wins by a short head, giving a predom
inantly melancholic (in the technical sense of the word) nature. If the heat and 
moisture had been coming from the same sources as the cold and dryness, they 
could have balanced each other out. Here, one set of testimonies gives us one 
nature, another another; so we see rwo contrasting strands in the nature: melan
cholic-sanguine. With Saturn, the bringer of much of the coldness and dryness, 
right at the bottom of the chart, and the lights, purveyors of heat and moisture, 
clustered around the seventh cusp, we can judge that the sanguine side of the 
nature comes out in company, while left to his own devices the native sinks into 
a natural melancholy. 

The sanguine nature is, in  modern terms, 'airy': pleasant, affable, existing 

pred�minantly on a mental level (which is not necessarily the same as being 
mtelltgent) . The melancholic nature is 'earthy': stolid, cautious, prudent, 
fearful, 'down to earth' . This is the background against which all else that we 
find must be read. 

The manner is the ourward polish put over the temperament, the veil 
through which the temperament speaks. To determine the manner, we look first 
to any planet in the Ascending sign. Here, there is none. Our next possibility is 
whatever planet is connected with the Moon or Mercury. This gives us no satis
factory outcome either: they are connected with each other, but the dominant 
partner (because it is the dispositor of both) is the Moon, and neither Sun nor 
Moon can act as indicator of manner: their role is as the power-source to the 
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, h art , Li l i ln t han  1 0  ,I IO\\! I IOW 1 " . 1 1  pown i �  used . We turn then to the Lord of 
I l le Ascendan t ,  \�I I I I I I I .  S. I I I I I I I  i" a�pected by its own dispositor (Venus) and 
, lose to an angie, so i l  i" q u i l l' i n H uential enough to serve our purpose her�. 

Now we mus t  beg in  to consider the nature of the planets .
. 

Saturn
. 

is the 
principle of contraction. This can manifest in positive or negative fas.hi�n�. If 
Saturn is strong, we will find a positive contraction, showing as seif-disClplme, 
order, respect and similar virtues. If it is weak, it shows timorousness, dulln�ss 
of response, inflexibility, churlishness and the like. Saturn here has �o essenti�l 
, I  ignity, but is accidentally strong by being on the fourth cusp and onental. ThiS 
, ombination of essential weakness and accidental prominence puts an unfortu
lu te side of Saturn in an influential place. It could be much weaker, so what we 
will find here is failings rather than active malice. On the fourth cusp, the cusp 
( .r  the house of the father, it shows an deep concern for tradition; but the 
weakness of the planet shows this to be a strait-jacket to the nature, the native 
I l id ing in the past, fearing to face the world. In the aspect to Mercury, planet of 
( ommunication, on the seventh cusp, we see the cultivation of a curmudgeonly 
I l lanner and (remembering the sanguine side of the temperament) a dry wit. 
I 'he square to Venus, which dominates Saturn by rulin� its si�n, suggests a 
I ,a rticular fear of women and that this awkward manner Will be displayed most 
( l early in their company. 

We now assess the quality of the native's mind. A favourable aspect berween 
I h" Moon and Mercury is a positive sign. This conjunction being accidentally 
'.I lOng by its angularity and both planets being essentially dignified and swift in 
I I lotion improves the mental capacity. With the Moon the stronger partner 
( nsential dignity by sign and face, against Mercury's dignity by term a�d face) 
1\ (' have someone who is bright and ingenious enough, but not a ngorous 
" l i nker: remembering the placement of Saturn, we have someone who might 
I ( )  I) the class in history, but certainly not in arithmetic. The sextile from Saturn 
" , I ves a capacity - albeit limited by Saturn's weakness - for �ental effort. The 
( ( ) l l j unction being in a mute sign limits the loquacity we might have expected 
1 1 0 111 an angular Mercury, the aspect from Saturn (contraction) increasing the 
I ( ' I ldency to the laconic. Despite this, Mercury receiving Saturn into t�e si�n of 
I I ,  detriment suggests that the melancholic side of the nature (Saturn) is pamed 
1 , \, t he exposure given it by the sanguine half (Mercury) . Mercury a�d the 
,� Ioon are both on prominent fixed stars (Canopus and Pollux respectively) : 
1 1 , , 'se, o n  top of the curmudgeonly manner, increase the aggressiveness of the 
I I  I I l id ,  l eading it into contentious and unpopular areas. The square from Mars 
I , l I i f() rces this testimony. With the conjunction falling so close to the seventh 
( "'P (other people) , we see a determination to get the message across, but know 
1 1 1 . l t  t he message will often not be well received. 

We have so far assessed the raw materials of the personality. We now turn to 
! I ". matter of bi th, for without the spiritual context the life is meaningless. For 
! 1 m we l ook fi rst to the ninth house. This house is seriously afflicted by a badly 
, I , . f , i l i l a t l'd Mars: l'nlTgy i n  this area, o u t  not working well. The ruler of the 
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I l i n l h , VCI l I l ,\, i� l'��l' l l l i a l ly  wl'ak a l ld  sqlla l\'� ,\1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ,  I i " ,  1 , , , , 1 , > 1 I i I (' /\ �( (' l l l l .l l l l , 
which it also disposits. Thc nativc, thcn, has gn', l 1  , 0 1 1 <  " ' " w i l h  rd i!', iol l� 
matters, but is unable (fixed Saturn, melanchol ic tl'l l lpn, l 1 1  I t' l l I  ) 10 sh i ti I l l S  t'!!.() 
(Ascendant ruler) into conformity with faith, but is Sl'l i n  rl'iK'l I io l 1  agai nst 
religion (Mars in ninth square Moon; Venus, ninth ruler, squarc Saturn). This is 
confirmed by the opposition between debilitated Mars and Jupiter, natural ruler 
of religion, and by the position of the Part of Fortune, which signifies the soul. 
This is at 9 degrees of Aquarius, uncomfortably close to the South Node. 
opposing Venus, ruler of the ninth, and square to Saturn, ruler of the Ascendant. 
The existence of these aspects again shows the importance of religion in this life, 
but their nature shows the battling against it. The absence of any substantive 
mutual reception, which would have enabled one planet to come to the aid of 
another, suggests that the native will make little attempt to alter his situation, 
thus confirming the indications of dogged inflexibility given by Saturn. 

No matter how mundane might be the actual area of the life that we are 
investigating, a consideration of the religious nature is essential, as this alone 
can tell us what amount of constructive effort the native has taken to transmute ?is lead into gold. In this case, there is no evidence of this happening, so we can 
Judge whatever we find in the chart in basic terms, rather than in any higher 
light. It is this that provides what the moderns assure us is impossible to find in 
the chart: the knowledge of the 'level' at which the life is lived. For example, 
had there been evidence of spiritual effort here, we might have judged the trine 
aspect from the Sun (Spirit) in the sixth house to a planet in the ninth as 
showing the dawning of the Spirit through dealing with the vicissitudes of 
practical life (sixth house); here, it would suggest that the blasphemous tenden
cies (weak Mars in ninth) are fuelled by a liking for low company (trine aspect 
from sixth) . 

These points would be drawn out in rather more detail, but only through the 
consistent application of the same methods over and over again. This done, the 
astrologer can now proceed to judgement of the area of the life that is currently 
of interest. Whichever house this concerns, the manner of judgement is much 
the same, assessing the condition of the house itself and of its ruling planet 
according to those same basic principles. We may, as an example, examine the 
prospects for offspring. 

This is a fifth house matter. The cusp of the fifth house is in a barren sign 
(Gemini) , which is one testimony against there being children; but it is the only 
one. Mercury, ruler of the fifth, is conjunct the Moon, natural ruler of procre
ation, in a fertile sign (Cancer), close to an angle, with both planets swift in 
motion and the Moon increasing in light: it would take a good deal to negate so 
powerful a testimony of fertility as this. The applying aspect from the Moon to 
Jupiter, even though it is a square, adds even more to the indications of fertility, 
more than outweighing the square from Mars, a barren planet in a barren sign, 
because Jupiter disposits the Moon and Mercury by exaltation. The Arabian 
Part of Children (Ascendant + Jupiter - Saturn in a night-time chart like th i s  
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, " l l ' :  l ')  Sagi l t . I I I 1 I \ )  1. \  di .\I H l\ l I n l  by I l l p i l l' !", who a lso .": in�s. i t .  J ll �:i tcr could be a 
1 0 1 \ 1 ronger, h i l i  I h i .\ i ,\ .\ 1 i l l  a plT� l Iasivc arWl l11cnt ot tert�llty: �lth such str�ng 
I " " i I lH l I 1Y, Wl' l a l l  expect t h ree or more chtldren. The mam slgmficator� are m a 
k l l l i ll i llc sign and are thc M oon, which is feminine and Merc�ry, ,:hICh takes 
I I  \ natl l re from those planets with which it is in contact - m thiS case, the 
� l oon ,  a feminine planet. We can expect the majority of the children to be girls. 
I he Part of Children, however, is in a masculine sign and is disposited by a 
1 I I . Isculine planet in a masculine sign: we would expect at least ?ne boy. 

. 
With the ruler of the fifth house just inside the seventh (Wife of the nauve) , 

, I l t, children will cleave more to her than him. The sextile between Mercury and 
\ , l l l Irn shows native and children getting along tolerably well, but the reception 
, I I I )WS difficulties: Saturn is in the terms of Mercury, but is received into the 
' ' ' I ' l l  of its detriment. As Mercury exalts Jupiter, which rules most of the second 
1 , ; ;l Ise (money) we see the children's interest in their father being centred 
I I  Oil nd his wallet. 

( h  we might consider the native's financial prospects by looking at the 
, I ' on d  house. As with the fifth, there are no planets in that house. A benefic 
II oldd have improved prospects, a malefic hindered them, accordi�g to

. 
its 

1 1 , 1 1  l i fe and the houses that it rules. The ruler of the second, Saturn, IS (bemg 
11 1 1  hi n 5 degrees of the cusp) in the fourth, the house of the father. This can 
1 I 1 1 l icate gain from the parents; but here this is seriously limited by the weak�ess 
, , j Saturn and the square it receives from Venus, ruler of the fourth. Jupiter 
I I l 1 lst also be considered, as it rules Pisces, which takes up most of the second 
I "  ' 1 Ise, and would always be considered here in its role as natural ruler of wealth. 
I l i p i ter is in the third house - benefit from siblings; but this �oo is seriously 
I I I I 1  i tcd, in this case by the opposition from Mars, ruler of the third and natural 
) I dLT of brothers. So we have a clear picture of the family falling out over 
" "  ' I l cy. Venus (ruler of the fourth, and so the native's father) opp�ses the Part of 
1 I "  I l i ne, whose worldly significance is with wealth. But the Part I� a!so squ�red 
I , \ Saturn, the native himself, so we see that although his wealth IS Jeopardlsed 
I , \ I hc father, he is far from blameless, sharing responsibility for the situation. 

S, ) there is not much money coming from the family. The Part of Fortune 
1 ' I " lg disposited by Saturn, significator of the native, shows him earning �is 
, ," 1 1 bread. What he does earn, however, will last: both Fortuna and Saturn, ItS 
, I ' ''positor, are in fixed signs. The Moon rules the seventh, and so sho,:s the 
\1 I k. I n the sign of Cancer, she exalts Jupiter and casts a s�uar.e aspect .to I�: the 
" l . l Iriage will be a drain on his resources. As the �ece�u�n m q,:es�lOn IS an 
, \ , I 1 l a tion, we have the sense of exaggeration. Jupiter IS m no dlgmty of the 
,\ I l ion ,  so, as it were, the wife likes the money but the money has no interest in 
1 , , 1 .  So wc have a wife who is dissatisfied with the state of the husband's 
I I I  1 . 1 1  ILl'S. Th i s  brings us back to the square aspect from Mars to the Moon: Mars 
I I  d, '\ I he tcnth hOllsc of career and is badly debilitated. So the husband's inade
' 1" , I I t. career prospects annoy the wife (square to the Moon) and afflict his 
IIT, d l  I I (opposi t io l l  to Jup i ter) .  



In this way we can continue, exploring layn Oi l  I . I V l · 1  of I I H·. l l I i n g  as we 
approach the chart from every side. As Al-Biruni warm: " I I I . 1 1  I wild i t iom there 
is always an admixture of good and bad, often diHlcult to i n terpret , and 
requiring all the resources of the art as well as experience and industry. " "  But 
astrology is in essence simple. What distinguishes a good astrologer from a poor 
one has little to do with elaboration of technique and much to do with integrity 
of approach, as evinced by a willingness to accept what the chart offers rather 
than seeking to impose himself and his preconceptions upon it. The study of 
astrology is less about putting in more techniques than of gradually learning 
how to leave one's ego out of the reading. For this reason, the soundest piece of 
astrological advice ever offered is that of the great master of the craft, William 
Lilly: 

"My Friend, whoever thou art, that with so much ease shalt receive the benefit of 
my hard Studies, and dost intend to proceed in this heavenly knowledge of th� 
Stars, wherein the great and admirable works of the invisible and all-glorious 
God are so manifestly apparent. In the first place, consider and admire thy 
Creator, and be thankfol to Him, be thou humble, and let no natural knowledge. 
how profound and transcendent soever it be, elate thy mind to neglect that divine 
Providence, by whose all-seeing order and appointment, all things heavenly and 
earthly have their constant motion; but the more thy knowledge is enlarged, the 
more do thou magnify the power and wisdom of Almighty God, and strive to 
preserve thyself in His fovour, being confident, the more holy thou art, and mor� 
near to God, the purer Judgement thou shalt give." 1 2  

I I AI-Biruni, op.cit. p. 316 
12 Lilly, op. cit., introductory matter: To the Student in Astrology 
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Appendix: 
Some Popular Fallacies 

"J was born on a cusp. " 

No you weren't. The idea of a fuzzy area of shared stellar responsibility around 
the boundaries of the zodiacal signs is a creation of newspaper astrology. Sun
signs are used in the press for one reason only: th� great 

.
majority of peop�e can 

know into which sign they fall simply by knowmg theIr 0:vn dat� of blfth -
something which is not possible for any of the other astrological vanables. 

Everyone born on, say, the 5th, 15th or 26th of the month can be 
.
quite cert�in 

of which sign the Sun was traversing at the�r birth. But the exact time at which 
the Sun moves from sign to sign changes sltghtly from year to year. If you w.ere 
born around the 21st of the month, you cannot be sure of your Sun-sign 
without checking the exact time at which it changed signs in the yea: of your 
birth. In one year, for instance, a person born at 3am on May 21st might have 
the Sun in the first degree of Gemini; in another year, someone b�rn at that 
same time could have the Sun still in the last degree of Taurus. It IS not that 
there is any fuzziness about where it falls; it is that by kno�ing ?nly the �ay of 
birth without the time or the year, we do not have suffiCIent mformatlon to 
deter:nine where that might be. The Sun is quite definitely in one sign or the 
other: you just don't know which. 

"Saturn's coming over my Ascendant/Sun/Moon, so I'm going to have a really rough 
time. " 

No you're not. You're going to have a really rough time because you didn't do 
your homework! pay your rent/clean your teeth. You ca�'t �lam� all this on

,
P0or 

Saturn, who has been plodding around the cosmos mmdmg hiS own busmess. 
His passage over some sensitive point in 

,
Your natal chart may well mark the 

moment when these various unwelcome pigeons come home to roost, bu: th.ese 
problems are of your making, not his. Astrology is not a way of abdlCatmg 
responsibility for your life. 

"We tested 500 astrologers . . .  " 

Competent astrologers are few and far between; but somehow the. scient�sts 
who run the supposed t es t s  on astrology seem to have no trouble m findmg 
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I hl' l i l .  :' We l e� lnl  ) ( )/ ) ( ) ( )/5()()() :'�l r( ) l ( )ger., , "  d in' I " ' "  1 . 1 1 1 1 1 ' . 1 1 1 . 1  1 0 1 1 l i d  I h . 1 !  o i l ly  
two ot th em knew what  Jay ot the week i l  wa." " FX , l l  d \' WI I l ' l l' t l lt·v f i l ld t l l (:�c 
competent astrologers, unless they breed them l i ke I l l i l l' i l l  t l l t·i I l a h'oratolies. iN 
a m�st�ry. There may - possibly - be 500 competent  aSl rologers i l l  the world: 
b�t I� IS most cer�ain that scientists lack either the inclinat ion or the necessary 
cntena to determl�e who they are. Even more certain is that most astrologers of 
any �ompetence will have better things with which to occupy themselves than 
running through mazes for the edification of men in white coats. 

, 
�tr�logy, as a tn�e scie�ce, is not open to testing by the criteria of modern 

sc!ence : the tool� with whICh �uch testing might validly be done simply do not 
eXist. Modern sC1�nce deals with quantity; true science deals with quality. No 
�mount of quantity can

. 
comprehend distinctions of quality: we might as well 

Judge the value of the Bible by the number of pages it contains. For this reason 
we lament not .o?ly the mockery that is the scientific testing of astrologers, but 
the mo�e permclOus wo�h of 'sci��tific astrology' , in which even astrologers 
wh� �lalm to wO

,
rk w,lthln the �radl

,�
lOn )u�tifY their conclusions by producing 

statistICs. As Rene Guenon explainS, Statistics really consist only in the counting 
ul? of a g.reater or lesser numb�r of �a�ts which are all supposed to be exactly 
alike, for If they were not so th�lr addltlon would be meaningless." 1 In astrology 
�ore tha� anywhere the. meaninglessness of statistical study is plainly apparent: 
If t�e baSIS of �s

.
trology IS that whatever happens in any given moment has the 

particular qualities of that particular moment, where do we the find the identical 
facts to which we may add our results in order to produce our statistics? 

"My knowledge of astrology is intuitive. " 

No doubt. But would you ride a bus driven by someone whose knowledge of 
driving was intuitive? 

'/1n aspect must be judged according to whether the person is an evolved or an 
unevolved souL " 

This idea .of the evolve� or unevolved soul was dragged into astrology by the 
Theos?phlSts, who dominated astrological writing for the first two-thirds of the 
Twentieth Century. �he �e

.
ntra�ity of the concept of evolution to their thinking 

demonstrates the antl-spmtuah� o� Theosophy. This concerns us not only if 
we happen to be conSCIOusly duectlng our attention towards the Divine, but 
al�ays; for .a� the cosmos is founded on the spirit, what is not in accordance 
With the spmtual must be a lie. As all the revealed faiths make plain, it is not in 
the nature of the cosmos to evolve. 

. It �s an endeari�g foibl� common to writers on any number of subjects to 
Imagine that m�nki�d's ultlmat� goal �s to be just like them. So the Theosophist 
astrologers, being In the main middle-class Englishmen, assumed quite 
naturally that the mark of an evolved soul is to behave like a middle-clas� 

I Rene Guenon: The Reign a/Quantity & the Signs a/the Times, p.89, third edn, Sophia I'erellll i.,. 
Ghent NY, I995 

1 1 ' 1 ' 1 1 , 1 1 1 \ .  \ " � I I ' 1 , , ) 1 ' 1 ' 1  I H  1 ' .1 1 1 ·1 1  1 1 ' \  

I 1 I l , l l ,h l l l a l l ,  1 ' l l l' l I de\< 1 ' 1 ' 1 1 1 > 1 1 '  I l l akl' i t  quite clear that learning which fork to 

' I . , : 
'
. l I l d  t he  approp r i .l l l' word f i )r a water-closet are the signs of a mos: advanced 

1 > 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; [ 1  evolution ,  Whether the Divine plan is really that all mankind should 

I "  • ol l l l' as late-Nineteenth Century English bourgeois must be open to 

' 1 " ( '\ 1 ion :  the sacred books seem to have kept surprisingly quiet on the direction 

' "  w h ich  the after-dinner port should be passed. . ' 
I I  i s ,  however, reassuring to note that all astrologers who have wntten on thiS 

, " 1 !( 'I t are themselves evolved souls, and are capable of distinguishing which of 

t I ' ! ' 1 r tdlows share this elevation. 

/ Ill' outer planets _ Uranus, Neptune and Pluto - are the higher �cta�es of �he 

/ 1/ 11, .1 '  ones, to which mankind has been vouchsafed access through Its Increastng 

'I 'I  Iii lI{tlity. " 

I . . ' 1 , . l I lkind really more spiritual now than it was 2000 years ago? 

I II'/Iiltchus, Arachne, or whatever this year's version might �e, is the thirteenth sign 

" /  r/li' zodiac, knowledge of which has been suppressed by Igno�ant astr�log�rs/the 

I . I I/lillie Church/the male sex/the Wicked Witch of the West. Thts revolutlonzses the 

I '  /'''/(' (if astrology. " 

I J" i t  doesn't. The zodiac is divided into twelve equal sections, which through 

I I "  i I ldescribable majesty of creation are mirrored in the constellations that bear 

d "  '�I me names. It is not possible to discover a thirteenth twelfth. 

I wclve is the number of celestial manifestation on Earth: the outward, 

, 1 , . l l l sive and returning facets of the Divine actio.n - ,which we know as the 

1 1 , 1 '  'l' modes of cardinal, fixed and mutable - mallifestlllg through the quater-

1 1 1 1  \' of earth, air, fire and water give (3x4) twelve. No amount of sleight of mind 

I I I  I l lake 3X4 produce thirteen. 

/ 1'1' sidereal zodiac is an accurate reflection of the heavens, so astrologers should use 

: ;  ,, / I. 
i I "  1 1 isn't. Both zodiacs contain the same twelve signs, each spanning exactly 

, 1 ' 1 1 1 y degrees, in the same order; they differ only in where they lo.cate the 'start' 

"I t i l l' zodiacal circle. The sidereal zodiac, favoured by the Indian schools of 

' . 1 1  "logy, takes as its start the point of t�e S,
un's app�rent e?try into the c��st�l-

1 , I I I 1 I 1  of Aries. The tropical zodiac, whICh IS that with whICh we are famlhar III 

I I  I I '  West, takes as its starting point the Spring Equinox. The prece,ssion of the 

, ' I l I i l l ()XeS _ a phenomenon occasioned by the fall of man - results III these two 

1 ' ' ' l l l h  being in different places. . ' . 
I he one is as good a place to start as the other. �ut while the cOIll�ldence of 

1 , . I I "logical and astronomical 'first point of A�ies' might see� a te�ptlllg reason 

I ,  > I  . I l l opti ng the sidereal zodiac, the connectIOn .between thiS �odlac and astro-

1 I 1 1 1 1 1 i l a i  real ity stops right there. The astronomical constellations are not neat 

, lt v i , iol ls of the zodiac into twelve equal, thirty-degree sections, as are both of 

I I I < '  . 1 .\ 1  rological zod iacs; the only difference between the sidereal and tropical 
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zod iacs i� whLTe t h e�e twel ve lIeat eq l la l ,\l'l t I0 1 l \  , I I "  h, ' l e i I I I  \ 1 . 1 1 1 .  I I I \k i lled 
hands, both systems work excellen tly wel l .  

"Astrology is a religion, " 
Only if you believe in idol-worship, confusing the material with the divine; 
worshipping God's creatures, not God. 

"Astrology denies my fiee-will. " 
The discussion on whether or not astrology allows free-will is, in modern times, 
customarily conducted with a complete ignorance of what 'free will' actually 
means. As we might expect, such ignorance does not lead to a high level of 
debate. 

The assumption is made that free-will is something that we already have (an 
assumption made most freely and most heatedly by those who most apparently 
lack all trace of it) . What is commonly meant by free will is more akin to 'free 
whi.m'. And have it we most definitely do not. "I have free will - I'm going to 
achIeve marvels . . .  oh, she's pretty, I wonder if she's busy just now . . .  goodness 
me, I'm hungry; what's for dinner? . . .  I know, Pop-o-crunch, that'll fill me up till 
lunch while curing my bad breath . . .  " and so goes our supposed free will. 

W?ile astrology do�s not. 
by any magic instantly provide us with free will, by 

showll�g dear�y and dIspaSSIOnately the reality of our situation, it is a powerful 
tool WIth whICh we may work to acquire it. Most importantly, without the 
awareness of the relation of Man and God such as is implicit in and is made 
explicit through traditional astrology, the idea of free will can only ever be a 
fantasy. Far from denying free will, traditional astrology is one of the few 
pathways towards it that are still open in the modern world. 

Further Reading 

\\ 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 1  I , i l l y, Christian Astrology, (r645) . For the practical student there is no 
� I 1 I " , I I I I I I (' I i i ;' t h is book, which, adapted with varying degrees of fidelity, brmed 
! I "  h." i \  or most astrological text-books written in English from the mid
"1  1 I ' I I I ( ,(, lI t h Century to the dawn of the Twentieth Century. Lilly had read 
\ I I I I I , I I I \' (,vlTyth ing that had been published on astrology and filtered his 
1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ', I h ro l lgh a vast practical experience. He is also an engaging writer, wi th 
I I I  1 , 1 ' l' IO I I S  pass ion for his subject. The facsimile edition of 1985 is now out ot 

1 ' " 1 1 1  ( 'I"'il/i({fI Astrology Books f and ff, Ascella, Nottingham 1999 cove�s the 
t'.' I I , 1 . 1 1  i l l i roduction and horary section; the section on nativities is forth-

\ 1 1 1 1 ;\ 1 1  A I - K hayyat, The Judgments o/Nativities, (9th Century) trans. James H .  
I / , , 1 1 1 .  ' I I ,  A mer ican Federation of Astrologers, Tempe, 1988. The clearest ,  
"" 1 1 1 1 ", 1  ; l I 1d  most most concise of the readily available texts on natal astrology. 

I 1 1 1 1 ' ,  1 \ 1 1  Il khardt, Mystical Astrology According to fbn 'Arabi, Beshara, Abingdon, 
" /  ;\ , i l ld ispensable as Lilly for practice is this for theory. Brief, but broad i l l  
I I " " I "" i l  exp la ins the cosmological basis for astrology. A clearer translation i s  
1 " " " "", , , l l i l l' the near future. 

I I  1 1 1 1 1 ', 1  I ", lIoted that more books does not necessarily equal more knowledge, 
I ' , I "  , I I  '" I \ l l Idy of these three texts will bring more reward than the expansioll 
"I , "  I I "  I ihra ry: eHort, not money, is the only legal tender for the student ot 
I I I I , I I I ! ',\', I II pa rt icular, the pursuit of ever more recondite tricks of techn ique

, .' " I 1 ' l I l l i l  hr less than an increase in understanding of the traditional view 01 
I r I ,  \\ 1 I 1 1 1 ) l I l  wh ich astrology can never seem real, no matter how accurate the 
, , " 1 1 '. wh ich i t  oth:rs. There is not a new technique, nor an old techn ique 
/ " , 1 , 1 1 1 1  1 1 1  ,\0 I l l l' dusty tome, that wi l l  suddenly make astrology easy: the key is 
\ \ ' "  L ,  I I I L ' o i l ly o ther key i s  more work , 

1 " 1 , I l l  I l lIderstanding of the trad ition the Scri ptures are, of course, the  
I "  1 1 1 1 . 1 1  \ '  ,ol l in', Seconda ry l i terature such as  Fri th jof Sel1tlon's { /nriITI'/r{flriilJ,f!, 
1 . /, / 1 1 / ( A I "' n  & Ullwi l l ,  l .o lldon, 1 <)6 , )  gives a valuable introdllction; we m ight 
\ \  1 ,, 1 1 I . "  , I  \ i m i lar  ( /IJ(/cn'ltllJriill,f!, C ';,,.i.l'/illni�y, Plot i l l l ls, bei l lg  rel a t ively Ul l llist', is  
I "  " 1 . ' 1 " ! I l l' I ll's( \( a n i ng-po in t  among the ph i losophns; t hen halk to Pla to and 
\ 1 1 ', 1 , , 1 1 . , , l l Id l i l lward to  hl i no ,  whosl' COIl/II/I'll/II':)! Oil 1)/11/0;' ,"IVIlI/)".rilllll 
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(Spri ng, WOOd�IOlk, I <)X 5 )  is of i l l l n l(' I L \t' v.d l l ( · . I { " I I I '  I 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 \  / I'I ' NI'�f!,1I III ' 
Quantity and the Signs (j'the Fimcs ( Luzac, Londol l , 1 ') '1 \ l  1 ' 1 1 1 1' 1 . 1..., . 1  ( OI l l l 'rchen
sive discussion of the difference between trad i t ional alld I l locinn v iew� of the  
world, and the fatal short-comings of the prevalent intox i l al ion wi l h  the  latter. 

This said, there are other astrological texts of value, though the shelves of the 
traditional practitioner will never bear either the weight or the peacock hues of 
those of his modern counterpart. Most of the following have the virtue of being 
comparatively easy to obtain. 

Abu'l-Rayhan Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Al-Biruni, The Book of Instruction in th� 
Elements of the Art of Astrology, (1029) ; trans. R. Ramsey Wright, Luzac, 
London, 1934. Reprinted Ascella, Nottingham, n.d. More of a compendium of 
astrological knowledge than a text-book. this is full of valuable information. 

Al-Kindi, On the Stellar Rays, trans. Robert Zoller, Golden Hind, Berkeley 
Springs, 1993. Although this work contains 'the Theory of the Magic Arts' , the 
seeker after magic will be disappointed (no recipes!) ; the seeker after wisdom 
will find much here to reward him. A valuable discussion of areas of the 
background philosophy. 

Henry Coley, Key to the Whole Art of Astrology, (1676); reprinted Ascella, 
Nottingham, n.d. Much of Coley's book reproduces what is better expressed in 
the work of his mentor, William Lilly; but in addition to this, there is an inter
esting section on e1ectional astrology and - most valuable of all - the aphorisms 
(Centiloquum) of both Ptolemy and Hermes Trismegistus. These are key texts 
in astrology's history, and are correspondingly hard to find today. 

Nicholas Culpeper, Astrological Judgment of Diseases, (1655), Ascella, 
Nottingham, n.d. Contains much of value on astrology in general, although 
dealing specifically with only medical matters. As with Christian Astrology, apart 
from edification there is much delight to be had from meeting the author amid 
his work. 

Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. EE. Robbins, Heinemann, London, 1940. 
Although far from comprehensive, this is by far the most influential book in the 
history of astrology. That its influence outweighs its value does not diminish the 
importance of much that it contains. That so few modern astrologers have even 
opened this book is a matter for astonishment. 

Vivian E. Robson, The Fixed Stars and Constellations in Astrology, (1923), Ascella, 
Nottingham, n.d. Although supplanted in the book-stores by more colourful 
works, this remains the standard text on fixed stars. Accept no substitute. 

Richard Saunders, Astrological Judgement & Practice of Physick, (1677), JustUs, 
Issaquah, 1997. A (very) comprehensive text-book of medical astrology by a 
man much admired by William Lilly. More for the aspiring medical practi
tioner than the general astrological reader. Some knowledge of Latin is helpfu l . 
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, I " I I I I I S ,'Y, Brow l I ,  Lo ndon , 1 <)<) 2. )  provides a l l  ('n l ('I'L l l I l I ng a( ( OU l l l 01 V,l I ' iO I i S  

1 1 I 1 I 1 1 I 1 . l r i (',s i l l  Fng l i ,sh aSl rology of t h(· pniod, f l t'sh i l lg  out t he ('a dy h i�tory 01 

" l i t  . Io! ",y\ d i� tort ion i n to i ts modern form . . Thl' sa ml'
. 

a l l l hor's I'ro/,�,('(Y dllrf 

/ ', , 1 1 '' ' ' , Ij,/m/o.'<,y in l:{lT�y Modern h'nglt/tui ( [ >ol l ty, ( :an�bndgl" � <)x�) suffers l rol�l 

' I '  1 I\' ( ·d y pol i t ical thes is ,  but is nonetheless i n terest l llg . 
on b�gl,sh ��strol ()gy s 

' l ' I ' . I I l ' l l l  ( ;olden Age i n  the Seven teenth Cetl tury and I ts rap id decl l t l e  at the 

, 1 1 \\ 1 1  I I i '  t he ' En l igh tenment' .  

1 1 1" " I . I �  S .  Kuhn , The Copernican Revolution (Harvard Un i�ers i ty :ress, �,)57) is 

I , 1 " . l r  ;l lld detailed account of the Ptolemaic model ot the Solar Systl'm, 

l " I '." l i l n  with a discussion, which corrects many �ommon m isconcept io.
ll.s O i l  

1 1 1 1  I I S(' i l l  pop u larity of the Copernican model. It IS remarkable that few, I f  a l ly, 

1 '. 1 1 ' . 1 ,  'gica l book-shops stock what should be a standard text. 
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