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BLACKS/RESISTANCE

"WE'RE NOT GOING TO LET LOCAL
OFFICIALS OR WHITE MEN IN SHEETS TURN
US AROUND": 3,000 MARCH IN DECATUR, ALA.

by LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK(LNS)—Despite threats of violence
from the Ku Klux Klan, 3,000 people marched in
Decatur, Alabama, June 9, to finish a late May
protest cut short by an armed Klan attack, and
to show continued support for Tommy Lee Hines.
According to one of the organizers of the pro-
test, Rev. R.D. Cottonreader, the demonstra-
tion was an "overwhelming success."

"We've given notice to the powers that
be," Cottonreader, project director for the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
in Decatur, told LNS. "We're not going to let
local officials or white men in sheets turn
us around. We're willing to put our lives on
the line if necessary."

At the earlier May 26 protest called to
mark the first year since the arrest of Tommy
Lee Hines, local Black residents marching to-
wards City Hall were greeted by some 150 club-
swinging members of the Klan. Following a
shoot-out which left three Blacks and two mem-
bers of the KKK seriously wounded, Klan member
Kenneth Duncan was arrested and charged with
carrying a firearm. Two days later, however,
after a protest by the Klan demanding that
those who shot Klansmen be arrested, Curtis
Robinson, a Black man, was arrested and char-
ged with starting the shooting. Robinson has
also been charged with assault with intent to
commit murder.

Hines, a severely retarded Decatur Black
man was arrested and accused of raping three
white women and committing a robbery last year,
He has already been convicted on one rape
charge by an all-white jury in nearby Cullman
County, and will stand trial for the remaining
charges in Birmingham in July, Supporters of
Hines have contended that a man in his mental
condition did not and could not commit the
crimes.

The marchers came from Decatur and some
from as far away as Los Angeles. When they
wound their way through the streets on June 9

chanting, "Free Tommy Lee Hines," and "We're
fired up; we're gonna smash the Klan," less
than 150 Klan members, still in the area from
an earlier "white power" rally, lined the
sidewalks, yelling obscenities and waving
baseball bats. Earlier in the day someone
had tossed tacks along the route of the march,
but this and the jeering hooded Klansmen did
not stop the marchers. Six hundred members
of the National Guard, as well as state troop-
ers and local law officials, policed the march.

After marching through the city, partici-
pants in the protest gathered at the Decatur
Civic Plaza for a rally to hear speeches by
SCLC Alabama president John Nettles, national
SCLC president Joseph Lowry, Rev. Cottonreader,
two members of the Congressional Black Caucus,
and long-time southern civil rights activist.

Anne Braden.

In his speech, Congressperson Walter Faun-
troy gave thanks to the people of Decatur for
sounding the alarm to "Klan mentality." Before
the march started, Mayor Bill Dukes told mem-
bers of the press that "citizens of Decatur would
be boycotting the (anti-Klan) protest." Dukes
has been claiming that the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, organizers of the pro-
tests in the city, has been using Decatur and the
case of Tommy Lee Hines to gain media attention -

for itself.

Anne Braden pointed out that although there
were many white people at the march, there should
have been more.

"The white men who rule often have used the
scheme of protecting white womanhood," Braden
stated, recounting the history of the rape charge
against Black men in the South. "Anytime anyone
claimed a white woman was raped, any Black male
was fair game. Now whites also must say we are
never going back to the way things used to be,
and we must free Tommy Lee Hines to prove it.

White people have been lied to by the Klan and
they have been lied to by the Congress. We can't
go back to the days when folks in hoods can tell
us that Blacks are the cause of our problems."

The rally ended with a speech by Joseph
Lowry spelling out the role of the city of De-
catur in the protests.

"The Mayor said that the SCLC is using De-
catur and that Decatur is innocent. Let me tell
you how innocent Decatur is," Lowry stated.
"Decatur is as innocent as Judas. Decatur is so
innocent they can take a man with a child's brain
and give him 30 years. Furthermore, Decatur has
only one Black deputy sheriff and they hired him
yesterday before you got here."

Lowry concluded by demanding that President
Carter speak out for human rights in the United
States and speak out against Klan terrorism.

After the June 9 march, Cottonreader told
LNS that the march had proven two things : that
"folks in Decatur were concerned about the un-
equal administration of justice in their city,
and folks around the country were also concerned."

"The Klan has been allowed to run rampant
in Decatur," continued Cottonreader. "Now they
realize that we are going to stand by Hines,
and that we are going to stand up against the
unequal administration of justice here. We're
not going to let them chuck Tommy Lee away in
some mental institution for the rest of his life.

As long as Black people in Decatur are in strug-
gle, as long as one Black person anywhere is in

struggle, no Black person is free."

Cottonreader also explained that plans were
now underway to present city officials with a
"Black Agenda" for changes in Decatur. Local
Decatur residents would also be mobilizing for
demonstration to support Hines when his trial in

Birmingham, Alabama starts in July.-*

"Fear and a reign of terror have been
heaped on the residents of Decatur," John Net-
tles told LNS. But the march, he asserted,
"would give greater recognition to the Tommy
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Lee Hines case and the struggle of the people
in Decatur."

Nettles also discussed two other cases —
that the SCLC is working on in Alabama. One
case centers on HueyTown police who shot and
killed a 56-year-old Black man in his home.
Another involves a Black man who was shot by
the Klan in Carbon Hill. The Black man, now
in University Hospital in Birmingham, Ala. is
under indictment and will be arrested when he
gets out of the hospital.

"All that talk about the 'New South' from
white people ain't so," Nettles concluded.
"The only thing 'new' here is the year. We
have to take our battle back to the streets.
The press and officials here have been criti-
cizing SCLC for returning to bid methods,
marching and rallying in the streets. But
racism is antiquated too. "

-30-

RACISM

' LYNCH' JUDGE FOR MISSISSIPPI
FEDERAL COURT?

* by DAVID BORGEN
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE

"State Judge L.T. Senter and four other white
men did shoot John Lloyd several times, did
castrate him and did leave him in a ditch
for dead." -Congressional Black Caucus

Resolution 1979

#*•

NEW YORK(LNS)--It happened a 'long time
ago: October 1946 in Aberdeen, Mississippi.
John Lloyd, a local Black man was accused of
snatching a white woman's purse. Before Lloyd
could get his day in court, however, Lynel
Thomas Senter, then a 14-year-old white youth,
along with four other young white men, admini-
stered some douthern-style vigilante justice.

Not so long ago, L.T., now State Circuit
Judge Lynel Thomas Senter, Jr. , was again
called upon to serve the interests of "south-
ern justice." Mississippi Senator John Sten-
nis submitted Senter' s name to President Car-
ter for nomination to the Federal District
Court of Northern Mississippi. If nominated
by Carter and confirmed by the U.S. Senate,
Senter would have jurisdiction over a 40 coun-
ty area and an estimated 1,000,000 persons,
including 600,000 Blacks and 420,000 officially
impoverished.

Although he was never brought to trial
for the lynching, Senter has reportedly con-
fessed to taking part in it. While Mississip-
pi courts may look on his actions as a "ju-
venile prank", others are not so amused.

For example, the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, meeting recently in Birmingham, Alabama,
blasted Senter' s selection with a scathing re-
solution. After dealing with the lynch charge,
the resolution continued: "Judge Senter con-
sistently calls Black people 'niggers' from
the Bench, is not sympathetic to Blacks and

?age 2 LIBERATION News Service #957

poor people% plight,... has had no experience
in practiceiior on: the Bench in employment dis-
crimination* poverty law, and lacks the judicial
temperament required of a federal judge."

The Congressional Black Caucus has called
on Carter to refuse Senter* s nomination and in-
stead to nominate one of the ten, qualified Black
jurists whom Stennis passed over.

Senter' s nomination exposes the dangers
created by last year's Omnibus Judgeship Act.
Congress created 152 new (federal judgeships and
gave Carter a ’^December 31, 1979 deadline by
which to fill all the new vacancies. Together
with vacancies created by deaths and Retirements,
Carter has an estimated 200 nominations to make
in 1979.

How many Senter-style racists will Carter
appoint to the ..federal Courts? Congress did not
write an Affirmative Action Plan into the Judge-
ship Act. There has, for instance, never been
a Black federal judge for the Northern District
of Mississippi. The Congressional Black Caucus
and progressive legal groups have demanded an
Affirmative Action Plan to ensure Black appoint-
ments to the federal courts.

The United League of Mississippi is spear-
heading the drive to deny Senter his seat on the
court. The League, a Black human rights organization
which has been mobilizing the people of Tupelo,
Holly Springs, and other Mississippi towns to
demand economic, educational and legal rights, is
particularly threatened by the Senter appointment.
Several racially motivated suits have been brought
against the League in the federal court. If approved
to the judgeship, Senter and tfcp other conservative
judges would be hearing the casfes. Armed Klansmen
have failed to stop the United League's marches
for justice, says the United League, but maybe
a lynch-judge in the court-house could silence
the League more effectively.

A League presentation convinced the Congressional
Black Caucus to oppose the Senter appointment.
United League supporters are deluging the White
House with postcards demanding that Carter appoint
a Black judge in lieu of Senter. And if Carter
does appoint Senter^ the United League will
mobilize a demonstration in Washington, including
a picket of the Senate Confirmation hearings.

The Leauge has an ally in mobilizing against
the Federal lynch judge in the new organization
known as the Movement for People's Advocates (MPA),
composed of the League, the Northern Mississippi
Rural Legal Services (NRMLS) , the National
Conference of Black Lawyers (NCBL) , the National
Lawyers Guild (NLG), and the National Organization
of Legal Service Workers (NOLSW)

. (SEE BOX)

The MPA is actively drumming up opposition
to the Senter nomination among the legal community
and the client, welfare rights, and housing groups
serviced by the legal services offices throughout
the country. The campaign against the lynch judge
also includes the Delta Ministry, the Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights Under the Law and
several local NAACP chapters as well.
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(David Borgen works in the National Office of
Legal Services Workers)
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MOVEMENT FOR PEOPLE’S ADVOCATES

The drive to stop the nomination of State
Circuit Judge Lynel T. Senter, Jr. is being
coordinated by a newcomer to the progressive
legal services movement: the Movement for
People's Advocate s (MPA)

„

The MPA was officially organized in New
York City on March 30 at a meeting represented
by Northern Mississippi Rural Legal Services
(NMRLS) , the National Conference of Black
Lawyers (NCBL) and the National Organization
of Legal Services Workers (NOLSW)

„

The declared purpose of the MPA is "to
defend people's advocates and educate the
community about the struggles of people's
advocates." People's advocates are progressive
lawyers and legal workers who vigorously
defend unpopular clients (the poor, Blacks,
revolutionaries. Third World people and
women activists) both in and out of the court-
rooms .

The MPA grew out of what had been an ad
hoc coalition to defend attorney Lewis Myers,
Jr. of the NMRLS. Myers has been particularly
aggressive in his representation of the United
League of Mississippi, a Black Civil Rights
group, which has been boycotting white-owned
stores to protest Klan activity, police
brutality and the disproportionately low number
of Blacks in government and school jobs.
Myers is also the Chief Counsel for the Republic
of New Afrika 11 (RNA 11), a Black nationalist
organization which claims five states in the
South as the legitimate Black Nation.

Racist civic leaders in Tupelo and else-
where pressed charges against Myers both with
his boss, the Legal Services Corporation
(LSC) , and the Mississippi Bar Association. The
ad hoc coalition and its friends across the
country have forced the LSC to exonerate
Myers. The Bar charges are still pending.

The affiliated groups of the MPA decided
to form an ongoing organization when it became
clear that Myers and others in the NMRLS
were subject to repeated racist harassment.
Attacks on Lennox Hinds (Assata Shakur's
lawyer), Jerry Paul (Counsel for Joan Little)
and Judge Bruce Wright (under criticism in
New York City for setting low bail for
Third World youth) also pointed up the need
for such an organization.
As NMRLS spokesperson Joseph Delaney told

the March 30 meeting, "We must come up with
new ways to use the energies of the many people
who [defend people's advocates! . We must
take them beyond marches. We must take them
beyond letter writing. We must take them
beyond conferences. We must develop and build
a support movement so strong that if anyone
messes with anyone of us, they will have
all of us to deal with."

Jim Brauds of the National Organization
of Legal Service Workers adds: "We must always
keep in mind that the attack on people's
advocates is really only a tactic in the
adversary's campaign against the [poor and
radical] client groups."

J- MPA can be reached c/o NbLSW, 853 Broadway,
km. 1201, New York, NY 10003.

LABOR

ESSEX-NEWARK, NEW JERSEY LEGAL SERVICES ON STRIKE

BY DAVID BORGEN
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (LNS)—The people streaming in and
out of the Newark. Now Jersey welfare office see

a line of strikers marching past the chili dog
foodtruck parked on the corner these days, '’’hey stop
and talk to the pickets of the Essex-Newark Legal
Services Staff Association (ENLS) who are striking
the Legal Services offices upstairs. And several,
after standing on line in the Welfare Office agree
to spend some time on the picket line.

WHAT DO WE WANT? A CONTRACT ! WHEN DO WE WANT
IT? NOW!

TIM WEEKS MUST ^! FRAMK HUTCHINS MUST GO!

SAME ENEMY, SAME FIGHT, WORKERS AND CLIENTS MUST
UNITE! 25 legal service workers chanted June 11

when they went out on strike.

Mostly Black women who live in the surrounding
community and who serve the ppor as paralegals and
legal secretaries are walking the picket line.

Lawyers , though fewer in number are out on
the picket line too. Some fourteen of them have
quit in recent months . None have been replaced.

Forced to strike by management ' s unwillingness
to negotiate a contract, the legal services workers
filed a complaint with the National Labor Relations
Board. Hutchins and Weeks, President and
Executive Director, respectively of ENLS are being
called on to respond to a complaint by the NLRB
for "refusing to bargain collectively with respect
to rates of pay, wages, hours of employment, and
other terms and conditions of employment.

"

Willee Norman, a Black legal worker and co-
president of the union, puts the legal workers

'

complaints more clearly: "Tim Weeks ain't nothing
but a union buster. He is against the pOor people
of Newark."

In the past year, management has cancelled
bargaining sessions, failed to appear at the meetings
it didn't cancel and refused to offer anything of
substance to the union negotiating team.

The union is demanding improved training for
new staff, staff and community input into decision-
making, and improvements in the offices which legal
workers describe as filthy, cold and unsafe.
Written into the contract , the union is also demanding
that workers have some control ove r the caseload
assignments. As the union has stated, "A fair
contract will support our effort to deliver quality
legal assistance. Essex-Newark Legal Services is

supposed to deliver quality legal help to our
community. Bureaucratic, inefficient, insensitive
management makes this almost impossible. Staff,
clients and community are in the same stinking boat."

Tfie June 11 strike virtual 1; shut down the
eight neighborhood offices of Essex-Newark Legal
Services. Management sits in empty offices,
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accompanied by family members who have been
recruited to scab by covering the in-coming
telephone calls.

Would-be clients who approach the Legal
Services office are talking with the pickets and
many have agreed to hold-off on their legal
needs where possible, g»oing home instead to
call the management in protest. Lawyers are
handling emergency cases from their homes and
getting continuances (delays) from the courts
when possible.

Without the strike, management probably
would not have returned to the bargaining
table at all. But so far the union says that
not much new is being offered. The last Legal
Services strike in New York City back in 1977
lasted four days. This one could go longer, for
as one union activist told LNS, "The management
here is just plain crazy."

-30-

ANTI NUCLEAR/BLACKS

THE ANTI-NUKE MOVEMENT AND
THE ECOLOGY OF A NYC BLACK COMMUNITY

by LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (LNS) --Several segments of the
population in this country have been noticeably
absent from the anti-nuclear movement: Blacks
and other Third World people. But on Saturday
June 9, some 600 people from throughout New
York City rallied at 120th Street and Amsterdam
Avenue to persuade Columbia University to
dismantle the TRIGA teaching nuclear reactor.
The 100 Black and Hispanic demonstrators who
participated were admittedly fewer than community
organizers had hoped for, but, says Jim Houghton
of Harlem Fightback, "We've definitely made a
beginning."

Sparked by the debacle at Pennsylvanians
Three Mile Island in late April and a teach-in
.at Columbia University in May, the protest
sought to inform the Harlem and Momingside
Heights communities about nuclear energy and
to encourage the predominantly Black and
Hispanic communities to become more active in
the anti-nuclear movement.

But even more important is Harlem Fight-
back's criticism that the university never
informed the community about TRIGA, a 250
kilowatt facility that, if activated would
routinely emit low level radiation into the en-
vironment of one of the most densely populated
residential areas in the. city. "People don't
believe there's a nuclear reactor in Harlem,"
says Houghton. "We're engaged in an educational
campaign to encourage massive protest. As long
as the reactor exists, there's still the
temptation for Columbia to activate it."

The anti-nuke movement has not attracted
Third World people for two main reasons,
Houghton says. Saddled with massive unemployment
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inadequate health care, drug problems and a
destructive educational system, the Black
community has its hands full. Even without the
threat of nuclear energy, these gut- level
problems are so overwhelming that in a sense
they tax people's ability to just survive.
Houghton attributes the other half on an explanation
to the anti-nuke movement's ineffectiveness to
this date to involve Black people in the movement.
Activists in the movement have given little
physical or moral support to Black people to
improve conditions in Third World communities
such as Harlem and Momingside Heights.

"Americans are nutured in a culture of
racism," Houghton observed, reflecting on the
fact that a considerable number of the people in
the mostly white, working class area of Harrisburg,
had failed to participate in actions called
against Three Mile Island. "White people have
especially lost the capacity to express concern
about their survival. . .The powerful historical
force of racism makes Americans subjected to
brutal treatment by people in power. As a
result Black people and white working class
people remain at cross purposes with each other."

Encouraging Third World people to become
involved in the anti-nuclear movement does not
begin and end with anti-nuke demonstrations.
The important connection to make, says Houghton,
is the one between militarism, the anti-nuke
movement and racism.

For example, dollars shunted into the already
astronomical defense budget and nuclear technology—
directly linked to weapons development-means
less money spent on social services in poor.
Third World communities. Such spending priorities
only contribute to the 40 percent unemployment
rate among Black youth, the disproportionate
number of them who serve in the armv as the only
job alternative, and a greater chance of being
exposed to the dangers of a proliferating nuclear
industry. Implies Houghton, the links between
the issues are there: it is up to the anti-nuke
movement to grasp them.

The next demonstration against TRIGA is
projected for July 2. And protesters at the
recent rally predicted a student strike this fall.
"What may anpear to be lethargy is really not
the case," Houghton says. "We've distributed
thousands of leaflets, but to organize in a
community, you need money and resources. And
that's something that the Black community has
little of."

Harlem isn't the only Third World Community
which has become the unknowing recipient of
nuclear or chemical waste. Black residents of
Warren County, North Carolina, who make up 70
percent of the area population, learned in parly
January of this year that their community was
slated to become the main disposal site for the
deadly chemical, PCB.

The chemical—the same one which was
recklessly doused along the shoulders of local
Warren County roads last summer—may enter the
food chain through crops, dairy products and
tobacco.
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Immediately after local residents! found out

about the state’s plans however, 700 of them
showed up at a nearby Armory to tell Environ-
mental Protection Agency officials that they
feared that the disposal site might turn

Warren County into "another Love Canal."

-30-

SPAIN/ANTI-NUCLEAR

SPANISH CIVIL GUARD SHOOTS
ANTI-NUKE PROTESTER IN FACE

BY AMY SCHWARTZ
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE

BARCELONA, Spain (LNS)—A 23-year-old
woman was shot in the face by a Civil Guard
in Tudela in the Basque Country of Spain June
3—International Anti-Nuclear Energy Day.
Gladis del Estal was one of thousands of Span-
ish people demonstrating for a moratorium
on the building of nuclear power plants, and
calling for the paralyzatibn of all existing
plants and a train which travels through
several tow’s in Spain carrying nuclear wastes.

More than 30,000 turned out in Barcelona.
Smaller numbers demonstrated in Valencia, San
Sebastian, Gijon, Zaragoza, Tudela, Gerona
and Tarragona, which are destined to be among
the most nuclearized areas of the world of
Spain's National Energy Plan is carried out.

Presently Spain has seven functioning
nuclear power plants but its National Energy
Plan emphasizes the development of nuclear
energy over the next nine years.

Functioning plants and those now under
cpnstruction are fraught with illegalities.
Two reactors are being built at Asco in Cata-
lonia only 1.4 kilometers from the village,
although state law stipulates a 2 kilometer
proximity limit to populated areas. And work
on the first was begun without a permit;
the second reactor still has none. The Van-
del los plant in Catalonia was built in 1972
on unstable ground.

Both Catalonia, the most industrialized
region in Spain, and the Basque country have
been the sites of massive protests against
the proliferation of nuclear energy. Last spring
100,000 Basques demonstrated with anti-nuke
and nationalist slogans and on March 11, 1979,
half the number of Catalan anti-nuke activists
took to the Barcelona streets.

Reaction to the June 3 murder in Tudela
spread swiftly beyond the Basque country.
Protesters in Barcelona left the site of the
anti-nuclear festival and formed an impromptu
march, shouting, "Repressive forces. Out!"
For severaT evenings following, small groups
disrupted traffic around Catalonia Square
and fought with police who shot lethal rubber
bullets the size of squash balls at them.
Cries of "Police! Assassins!" and shouts in
support of the ETA, a Basque armed liberation
group, resounded throughout the streets. And

in Valencia some participants in the authorized
demonstration of 15,000 broke off from the main grouping
and marched to the nuclear power station at
Cofrentes where they were dispersed by Civil
Guards.

Nowhere were the police so aggressively in
evidence and determined to obstruct demonstrations
as in the Basque Country. This is the usual
behavior of the national police force there where
they are considered by the Basque people as an
occupying army. ETA attacks are continuously
directed against members of the "Anti-disturbance
Forces" (FOP) and a principle demand of Basque
political parties including moderates is that
the FOP be removed from that region.

National Police then stationed themselves
at the other side of the bridge at the entrance
to the town’s center and awaited 500 demon-
strators who soon crossed over, according to
the Madrid daily, El Pals . When 25 protesters
sat down next to a parked truck and refused to
move. Civil .Guards began to kick them and hit
them with their rifle butts. One Civil Guard
who began to beat Gladis del Estal called her
a "good-lookin’ chick" ("tia buena"). Her
retort—"son of a bitch" (’’hijo de puta")—
was answered with a gun-blast in her face,
reported witnesses. The official version was
that she lunged at him and caused his rifle to
shoot by accident.

For the Basques, this atrocity was one more in
a long list and their militant response assumed
broad political scope. General strikes called
for by political parties (with the notable
exceptions of the PNV—Basque Nationalist
Party, and the UCD—Union of the Democratic
Center, the majority party) in major Basque
cities had nearly 100 percent participation
and lasted for more than one day. Memorials
were also organized.

There were constant confrontations with
police, particularly in Pamplona where parts of
the old city were- completely blocked off by
barricades of autos, tires and overturned busses.
The day after Estal was murdered, 700 construc-
tion workers joined togather to march to the
center of town, and 1,000 students formed a
silent parade across Pamplona's Plaza Castilla
tightly enclosed by police.

The force of the Basque reaction is not
surprising. They have spent more than 40 years
under heavy police repression, have had their
language and culture almost annihilated, and
consider the FOP their enemies. Tension has
continued to mount since the death of Franco as
demands for self-government have not been met
and repression continues. Although ETA was the

As people were arriving from all over the
Basque Country the first part of the police
offensive posted controls at the major highway
entrances to Tudela forcing vehicles to find
other routes into town and delaying the demon-
stration. Even before demonstrators moved to
cross the bridge to Tudela, police shot rubber
bullets at the 6,000 already gathered, in
an attempt to break-up the crowd.
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target of a "discrediting" campaign by ma-
jor left parties and the UCD last winter,
the Basque group actually has a great deal
of popular support on an emotional and poli-
tical level (and not only from young people).
"Abertzale", the socialist separatists, and
other nationalist forces won both local and
state-wide parliamentary elections this spring,
indicating the strength of the Basque separ-
atist sentiment. .

'
.

During the anti-nuke activities, local
Basque officials also adamantly refused to
collaborate with the FOP and demanded of = the
Madrid government that the reactionary police
forces be banned from the demonstration site.

The anti-nuclear movement is very much
alive not only in the Basque Country. In
Catalonia, no-nukes mayors and city govern-
ments were voted in on April 3. The demands
of the movement are real and urgent. Unfor-
tunately, in the U.S. -backed UCD party and <

multinationals' interests, Spain's anti-nuke
movement has a powerful enemy.
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(Amy Schwartz is an LNS correspondent who lives
in Barcelona.)

WOMEN/ABORTION RIGHTS

TWO MORE STATE BILLS THREATEN
ABORTION RIGHTS

NEW YORK(LNS)—Abortion is the legal right
"of all women," declared the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1973. Yet, since that time, abortion-
rights activists have had to fight t6 protect
their victory. .. , ;

• •

Most recently, New Jersey and Massachu-'
setts have surfaced with repressive anti-abor-
tion legislation— in the latter, state the bill
was signed into law.

It's a toss-up to determine which bf11
is the more burdensome. New Jersey's Mil,
which has already passed 51-17 in the state
General Assembly, is based on the issue of -

"informed consent." (It is modelled after
a bill passed into law last year in Ohio.)
But what a woman is informed of and what she
ends up consenting to will unquestionably
place a real psychological tax on her. ^

;
!;

First, her doctor or abortion counselor
must show pictures of the human fetus at :

various stages of growth, "informing" her
that the fetus is a person from the ‘moment
of conception. While the patient mustbe
told of the alleged hazards such as
sterility, premature births and low birth
weights in the future which .follow -an ,

abort ion--evidence not backed up by scien-
tific fact—she 3 earns little or nothing
about the risk of carrying a! child to full
term and then through labor. Armed with
this dubious information, a wojnan in deed
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', ' Ofc an; abortion Will be requiredA ,|.o wait’ 48
hp-urs to consider the doctor's twofold advice:
toycarry the* fetus to term or to place the -

child up< ; for adoption.

For women under 18, the whole, procedure
will most likely assume nightmarish prop-
ortions, for both parents will be informed
that their daughter is pregnant.

And woe to the minor and the poor if they
wait until the twelfth week of pregnancy to
abort. All second trimester abortions, which
are now defined to start at the twelfth week
and not the thirteenth or fourteenth,’ must be
performed in hospitals » Average hospital costs
for a trimester abortion is $600 instead of
the abortion clinic's $285.

"What is really gruesome about this bill,"
says attorney Regina Little of the National
Lawyers Guild, "is that it will probably pass."
The bill is only one step away from effectively
harassing; women who chose to have abortions if
the New Jersey Senate approves it.

In Massachusetts there is no "probably."
On June 12 Governor Edward- J. King signed a
prohibitive abortion bill. The law forbids
the use of state or any other public funds for
victims of rape or incest. Public school
teachers, municipal workers, county employees,
welfare recipients and others covered by the
Massachusetts Group' Insurance Commission will
all be denied abortion aid.

"The legislature ' s decisioni not to* al low
victims of rape and incest to get pUblicly-
funded abortions is nothing short of idiotic,"
said Nancy Gertner, attorney for the Massachusetts
chapter of the American Civil .Liberties- Union.
State Senator Joseph B. . Walsh countered .that
pro-choice advocates want only, to destroy a -

"living, breathing fetus." ?

Massachusetts women may have a temporary
*

leprieve: enactment of the -law could be delayed-
because of a pending ACLU suit In the
Supreme Court.

As repressive anti-abortion legislation
is introduced in nearly every state, abortion
rights' forces have won a partial victory in
North Carolina. That, state's House of Rep-
resentatives voted 72-42 to continue fuir*
Medicaid funded abortions for poor women.

- 30-

AFRICA

DAVID SIBEK0, P.A.C. LEADER, KILLED JUNE 12
BY ASSASSIN? WHILE MEETING IN TANZANIA

NEW YORK (LNS) - -Many in this country- -suppor-
ters of the\African liberation struggles—and -very
many in Azania (South Africa) mourn the sudden "

death of David; Maphumzana Sibeko, a leader in the
Pan Africanist Congress (P.A.C. ) . of Azania.

As United. Nations representative for the P.A.C.
and as a forceful and persuasive opponent of apar-
theid, Sibeko played an important role in building
support among Americans for the liberation strugglem his homeland, Azania. -30-
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We are a working collective which
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