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MESSAGE.

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit to Congress certain papers enumerated in a report

from the Secretary of War, relating to the compact between the
United States and the state of Georgia, entered into in 1802, where-
by the latter ceded to the former a portion of the territory then
within its limits, on the conditions therein specified. By the 4th ar-

ticle of that compact, it was stipulated that the United States should,

at their own expense, extinguish, for the use of Georgia, the Indian
title to all the lands within the state, as soon as it might be done
peaceably and on reasonable conditions. These papers shew the

measures adopted by the Executive of the United States, in fulfil-

ment of the several conditions of the compact, from its date to the
present time, and particularly the negotiations and treaties with the
Indian tribes for the extinguishment of their title, with an estimate
of the number of acres purchased, and sums paid for the lands they
acquired. They show, also, the state in which this interesting con-
cern now rests with the Cherokees, one of the tribes within the state,

and the inability of the Executive to make any further movement
with this tribe, without the special sanction of Congress.

I have full confidence that my predecessors exerted their best en-
deavors to execute this compact in all its parts, of which, indeed, the
sums paid, and the lands acquired during their respective terms, in
fulfilment of its several stipulations, are a full proof. I have also
been animated, since I came into this office, with the same zeal, from
an anxious desire to meet the wishes of the state, and in the hope
that, by the establisliment of these tribes beyond the Mississippi,

their improvement in civilization, their security, and happiness,
would be promoted. By the paper bearing date on the 30th of
.lanuary last, which was communicated to the Chiefs of the Chero-
kee rjation in this city, who came to protest against any further ap-
propriations of money for holding treaties with them, the obligation
imposed on the United States, by the compact with Georgia, to ex-
tinguish the Indian title to the right of soil within the state, and the
incompatibility with our system, of their existence as a distinct com-
munity within any state, were pressed with the utmost earnestness.
It was proposed to them, at the same time, to procure and convey to
them ten-itory, beyond the Mississippi, in exchange for that which
they hold, within the limits of Georgia, or to pay them for it its

value in money. To this proposal, their answer, which bears date
11th of February following, gives an unqualified refusal. By this it

is manifest tliat, at the present time, and in their present temper,
they can be removed only by force, to which, should it be deemed
proper, the power of the Executive is incompetent.

I have no hesitation, however, to declare it as my opinion, that
the Indian title was not affected in the slightest circumstance by the
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compact with Georgia, and that there is no obligation on the United

States to reniovc the Indians by force. The ex])iess stipiiiation of

the compact, that their title should be extinguished at the expf'nse of

the United States, when it may be done peaceably and on reasonable

conditions, is a full proof that it was the clear and distinct under-

standing of both parties to it, tliat the Indians had a right to the ter-

ritory, in the disposal of which they were to be regarded as free

agents. An attempt to remove them by force would, in my opinion,

be unjust. In the futnre measures to be adopted in regard to the In-

dians within our limits, and, in consequence, within the limits of any
state, the United States have duties to perform, and a character to

sustain, to which they ought not to be indifferent. At an early pe-

riod, their improvement in the arts of civilized life was made an ob-

ject with the Goveinment, and that has since been persevered in.

This policy was dictated by motives of humanity to the aborigines

of the country, and under a firm conviction that the right to adopt

and pursue it was equally applicable to all the tribes within our
limits.

My impression is equally strong that it would promote essentially

the security and happiness of the tribes within our limits, if they
could be prevailed on to retire VVest and North of our states and ter-

ritories, on lands to be pi'ocured for thera by the United States, in

exchange for those on which they now reside. Surrnuntied as they

are^ and pressed as they will be, on every side, by the white population,

it wiU be difiirult, if no^ Impossible, for tb'to, with their kind of go-

vernment, to sustain order among them, iheir interior will be ex-

posed to IVequent disturbances, to remedy which, the interp<>>^ition of

the United States will be indispensable, and thus their Government will

gradually lose its authority, until it isannihihited. In this process, the

moral character of the tribes will also be lost, since t!ip change will

be too rapid to admit their improvement in civilization, to enable

them to institute and sustain a Government founded on our principles,

if such a change were compatible either with the compact with
Gporgia, or with our general system, or to become members of a
8tatf . should any state be willing to adopt them in such numbers,
regarding the good order, peace, and tranquillity, of such state. But
all these evils may be avoided, if these tribes will consent to remove
beyond the limits of our present states and territories. Lands equally

good, and perhaps more fertile, may be procured for them in those

quarters; the relations between the United States and such Indians

1V(. id still be the same. Considerations of hsraanity and benevo-

lence, which have now great weight, would operate, in that event,

with an augmented force; since we should feel sensibly the obligation

imposed on us by the accommodation which they thereby afforded us.

Placed at ease, as the United States would then be, the improve-
ment of those tribes in civilization, and in all the arts and usages of

civilized life, would become thf part of ageneral system, which n)ight

be adopted on great consideration, and in which e\evy portion of our

Union would then take an equal interest. These views have steadily
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been pursued by the Executive, and the moneys which have been
placed at its disposal, have been so applied, in the manner best cal-

culated, according to its judgment, to produce this desirable result,

as will appear by the documents which accompany the report of the

Secretary of War.
I submit this subject to the consideration of Congress, under a

high sense of its importance, and of the propriety of an early deci-

sion on it. This C(»mpart gives a claim to the state which ought to

be executed, in all its conditions, with perfect good faith. In doing
this, however, it is the duty of the United States to regard its strict

import, and to make no sacrifice of their interest, not called for by
the compact, nor contemplated by either of the parties, when it was
entered into, nor to commit any breach of right or of humanity in re-

gard to the Indians, repugnant to the judgment, and revolting to the

feelings, of the whole American people. I submit the subject to jour
consideration, in full confidence that you will duly weigh the obliga-

tions of the compact with Georgia, its import in all its parts, and ihe

extent to which the United States are bound to go, under it. I sub-

mit it with equal confidence, that you will also weigh the nature of
the Indian title to territory within the limits of any state, with the

stipulations in the several treaties with this tribe, respecting territory

held by it within the state of Georgia, and decide whether auy mea™
sure, on the part of Congress, is called lor at the present time, and
"what such measure shall be, if any is deemed expedient.

JAMES MONROE.
Washington^ 30th March, 1824.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

Department of War,
March 29, 1824.

Sir : In obedience to your order, directing me to furnish a state-

ment of the facts and circumstances connected with the execution of

the 4th article of the convention between the United States and Geor-

gia, of the 2d of April, 1802, in -which the former stipulates '* to ex-

tinguish, at their own expense, fur tlic use of Georgia, as early as the

same can be peaceably oi tained. u[)on reasonable terms, the Indian

title to the lands lying within the limits of that state," I have the

honor to make the following report:

By the convention ahove referred to, Georgia ceded to the United

States all the lands lying south of the state of Tennessee, and west

of the CJjatahouche r-iver, and a line drawn from the mouth of Ucliee

creek direct to the Nicojak, on the Tennessee river, in considera-

tion of this cession, the United States stipulated tf) pay the state of

Georgia §1,250,000, and obligated themselves, in the manner above

stated, to extinguish the Indian title within the limits of the state.

The convention also provides for the adjustment of the Yazoo claims,

which were afterwards provided for by the act~of Congress, approv-

ed March 31, 1814.

At the date of the convention, the Indians owned, within the limits

of Georgia, 25.980,000 acres, of which 19,578,890 acres belonged to

the Creeks, and 7,152,1 10 acres to the Cherokees, which tribes own-
ed, besides, a considerable extent of country in the states of Alabama,
Tennessee, and North Carolina. Between both of those tr'ibes and
the Urritrd States there were subsisting treaties, at the time of the

date of the conver)tion, Vvhich, among other things, fixed tke limits

of their respective territories, and guarantied to them the lands with-

in those limits. (See tirst vol. U. S. Laws—treaty with the Creek
Indians, page 36 f, art- 5. Treaty with the Creeks, ratified 7th Au-
gust, 1790. Same, page 327, treaty of Holsten, 1791, art. 7. Same,
page 332, ti'eaty of 1798, near Tellicu, articles 1 and 2.)

in fulfilment of the stipulation of the 4th article with Georgia,
there has been held seven treaties with the Creeks and Cherokeesj
of which five were with the former-j two of which were previous to the

late war with Great Britairr, in 1812, and three yince. Bv the two
preceding the declaration of war, there were ceded to Georgia
2,713,890 acres, and by the three latter 1 1,735,590 acres; making,
together, 1 4,748,690 acres. With the Cherokees there have been
held two treaties, both sirrce the late war, by which Georgia has ac-

quired 995,310 acres, which, added to that acquir-ed by treaties with

the Creek nation, makes 15,744 000 acres, that have been ceded to

Georgia sirrce the date of the convention, in fulfilment of its stipula-

tions, (see statement A.)

In acquiring these cessions for the state of Geoi'gia, the United
States have expended §958,954 90; to which should be added the
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Value of 995,310 acres, which were given in exchange with the Che-

rokecs, on the Arkansas river, for a similar qiiantit)^ ceded by the

Cherokees to Georgia, by the treaties of 1817 and 1819, which lands,

estimated at the minimum price of the public lands, would make
Si,244, 137 50. If to these we add the sum of Si,250,000 paid to

Georgia under the convention; and 84.282,151 125 paid to the Yaeoo
claimants, it will be found that the Uiiited States have already paid,

under the convention, §7,735,243 52^, which does not include any
portion of the expense of the Creek war, by which upwards of seven

millions of acres were acquired to the state of Georgia. (See state-

ment marked B.)

The United States have ever been solicitous to fulfil, at the earliest

period, the obligation of the convention, by the extinguishment of the

Indian titles within the limits of Georgia: a most satisfactory proof

of which may be found in the number of treaties which have been held

for that purpose, the quantity of lands which have been acquired, and
the price paid. In fact, such has been the solicitude of the Govern-

ment, that but little regard has been had to the price, whenever it has

been found possible to obtain a cession of lands to the state. The
price given has far exceeded that which has ever been given in other

purchases from the Indians.

I feel satisfied that it may he asserted, with confidence, that no op-

portunity of extinguishing the Indian titles, " on reasonable terms,"

has been neglected to be embraced by the United States.

It may be proper to notice, more particularly, the treaty of Fort

Jackson, of 1814, with the Creek Indians; and those of 1817 and 1819,

with the Cherokees, as, under those treaties, lands were ceded, not only

within the limits of Georgia, but also in the neighboring states of Ala-

bama, Tennessee, and North Carolina, which may require some ex-

planation.

It may be proper to premise, that, previous to the late war, the four

most powerful and numerous tribes of Indians, the Creeks, Cherokees,

Chickasaws, and Choctavvs, lay contiguous to one another, and were
situated on the weakest portion of our frontier. They contained, at

the period referred to, a population of between sixty and seventy thou-

sand, and could raise at least 15,000 vfarriors. During the late war
with Great Britain, great anxiety was felt in relation to those nume-
rous and powerful tribes, and although all, except the Creeks, remain-

ed at peace, it is believed there was a strong tendency towards hostili-

ty among some of the other tribes, 'ihe Creeks commenced hostility

at a critical period of the war, and created a powerful diversion of

our resources, both of men and money; but, by a vigorous prosecution

of the war, they were reduced, after many and severe losses. The
treaty of Fort Jackson followed. They were a conq.iered people,

and treated as such; and such terms were imposed as considerations

of public policy dictated.

The advantage that would result by separating those powerful

southern tribes from one another, and from the territory of Florida,

at that time a foreign province, were among the most obvious dictates
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of policy, as it would effectually ajuard against the possible future

combination of tlinse tribes, and prevent thu liability to hosti'ity which
almost invariably results from the intercourse of Intiian tribes wstSi a
foreign territory. The Creek Indians were required to make the

cession nf lands to the United States, in such a manner as to effect

those irrtpovtant objects; and accordingly, the United States acquired a
large c. ssion in what is now the state of Alabama, which separated

the Creeks and Cherokees from the Chickasavvs and Choetaws; and
a cession in the southern part of Georgia, which separated the Creeks
from the provinc? of Florida.

It was not conceived that there was any thing in the stipulation of

the convention with Georgia which prevented the United States from
pursuing those views of national policy. The obligation of the Unit-

ed States extends only to the purchase of lands within the limits of

Georgia, so soon as it could be done upon " peaceable and reasonable

terms." The lands were acquired by conquest, and not by purchase,

which left the nation at liberty to pursue those views of policy which
have been stated, and which, it is believed, has tended strongly to

give security and strength to the most vulnerable portion of the

country.

In noticing the treaties of 1817 and 1819, it may be proper to pre-

mise, that, as far back as the year 1804, a delegation from the Chero-
kee nation, then at the seat of Government, were informed by Mr.
Jefferson, if the Cherokees, or any portion of them, thought proper to

emigrate to the Arkansas, they should receive as much land as they

were entitled to in pioportion to their numbers, on the east of the

Mississippi. Under the sanction of this promise, and tempted by
the abundance of game, emigration continued from the Cherokee na-

tion, in small parties, to the Arkansas, until 1817. The number
being then considerable, a commission was constituted to treat with

the Cherokee nation, on the basis of the arrangement made by Mr.
Jefferson, which was followed by the treaty of the 8th July, 1817,

which, among other things, sti}>ulated that a census of the Cherokee
nation should be taken in June following, and that a portion of the

country should be ceded to the United States, equal to that which
those who emigrated to the Arkansas were entitled to; that is to say,

if it was found that one third had emigrated, one-third of the territo-

ry should be ceded, and so in any other proportion, according to the

number that should emigrate. To carry the treaty into effect, Con-
gress appropriated, by the act of the 20th April, 1818, the sum of

880,000, in order to defray the expenses that might be attendant on
the emigration of the Cherokees to the Arkansas; and Joseph M*Minn,
Esq. then Governor of Tennessee, was appointed agent to carry the

treaty into effect. It was found, however, impossible to take the cen-

sus as proposed by the treaty, in June, and various causes delayed its

final execution till the beginning of the year 1819. In the mean time,

the emigration of the Cherokees was incessantly urged by all the

means in possession of the Government.
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It was the desire of the Government that the whole nation should

emigrate, under the helief, that it would he hetter for the Indians, as

well as ourselves; and no effort, on the part of the Government, was
left untried, to induce them to emigrate. A large portion of the na-

tion, however, were so decidedly opposed to it, that it was found im-

possible to carry this policy of the Government into effect. (See

statement marked C, containing a coy)y of this correspondence be-

tween ihe Department and Governor M'Minn.)
The appropriation being finally exhausted, a delegation of the

Cherokee nation was permitted to visit the seat of Government, in

1819, in order to close the treaty of 1817. It was ascertained that about

one third part of the nation had emigrated, or enrolled to emigrate,

to the A.rkansas: and the delegation proposed to treat upon that basis,

which was acceded to. It only remained to fix on the portion of

territory to be ceded. With the view of throwing the land to be

ceded within the limits of Georgia, and to separate the Creek and
Cherokee nations, the Government proposed, that all the lands lying

South and East of Etowah, one of the main branches of the Coosa
river, should be ceded by the Cherokees; but, it was found impossible

to induce the delegation to yield to that proposition, or to any other,

more favorable to Georgia, than tiiat which was adopted. Tikcy were
fixed in their determination, particularly, not to be separated from
the Creek nation, by an intervening white population, and to cover

their Northern boundary by the Tennessee river, which necessarily

tlirew the cession, made by the treaty, into Alabama, Tennessee, and
North Car-olina, as well as Georgia. Since the treaty of 1819, two
attempts have been made, under appropriations of Congress, to open
a negotiation with the Cherokee nation, for further cession, both of

which have proved abortive. (See statement marked D, containing

a correspondence between our commissioners and the Cherokee
council, with a copy of the instructions to our commissioners.)

During the present winter, a delegation, of the principal chiefs of

the Cherokee nation, visited the seat of Government, and the oppor-
tunity was seized to make known to them the sentiments of the Go-
vernment, upon the subject of additional cessions, in order to fulfil

the stipulation of the convention with Georgia. (See statement mark-
ed E, containing a copy of an address irom the delegation to the Pre-

sident of the United States, and the answer of this Department
thereto; and a copy of a letter to the Governor of Georgia, with his

reply; and, also, a copy of a letter to the Georgia delegation, and
their answer to tiie same.)

It cannot be doubted, that much of the difficulty of acquiring ad-
ditional cessions from the Cherokee nation, and the other Southern
tribes, results from their growing civilization, and knowledge, by
which they have learned to place a higher value upon their lands,

than more rude and savage ti-ibes. Matiy causes have contributed to

place them higher in the scale of civilization, than other Indians

within our limits. Lying in large masses, they do not feel that de-

pression, which is invariably felt by small and detached tribes in the
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nci!*l)borhond of the whites. In addition to which, we may add the
genial nature of their climate, whicli enables them to pass more read-
ily from tiie Hunter to the Herdsman state; and the fertility of their

soil, and the value of their staple articles, particularly cotton. To
these, however, must be added, the iiumane and benevolent policy of
the Government, which has ever directed a fostering care to the In-

dians within our limits. This policy is as old as the Government it-

self; and has been habitually, and strongly, extended to the Cherokee
nation.

By the 14th article of the treaty of Holsten, in the year 1791, it

is stipulated, " that the Cherokee nation may be led to a greater de-

gree of civilization, and to become herdsmen and cultivators, instead

of remaining in a state of Hunters, the United States will, from time
to time, furnish, gratuitously, tlie said nation with useful implements
of husbandly; and, further to assist the said nation in so desirable a
pursuit, ami, at tlie same time, to establish a certain mode of com-
munication, the United States will send such, and so many persons,
to reside in said nation, as they may judge proper, not exceeding
four in tiumber, who shall qualify themselves to act as interpreters.

These persons shall have iarids assigned by the Cherokees, for cul-

tivation, for themselves, and their suctessoi's in otiice; but, they shall

be precluded exercising any kind of traffic."

In conformity to the provisions of this article, the various utensils

of husbandry have been abundaritly, and constatitly, distribnttd to

t!ie Cherokee nation, which has resulted in creating a taste for farm-

ing, and the comforts of civilized life. This humane policy of the

Government, since the termination of the late war, has taken, in

some degree, a new direction. Certain benevolent societies, in the

year 18l6, aj)p!ied for permission to make establishments among tlt€

Cherokees, and other Southern tribes, for the purpose of educatitig

and instructii)g them in the arts of civilized life. Their application

Avas favorably received. (See document marked F, containing a

copy of their letter, and a copy of the answer of the then Secretary

of War.) The experiment proved so favorable, that Congress, by
the act of 3d March, 1819, appropriated 10,(»00 dollais, annually, as

a Civilizati(m Fund, which has been apjilied in such a manner, as

very considerably to increase the extent and usefulness of the efforts

of benevolent individuals, and to advance the work of Indian civiliza-

tion.

In performing the high duties of humanity, to the wretched abori-

gines of our coun'i y, it has never been conceived, that the stipulation

of the convention with Georgia, to extinguish the Indian title within

her limits, was contravened. The Government has been actuated

solely by a desire to perform the obligation, which considerations of

humanity imposed on us, in relation to these unfortunate peojjle. Their

situation, at best, is wretched, and can only be rendered tolerable, by

the perpetual exercise of that humanity, kindness, and justice, which

has ever chai-acterizcd the acts of the Government, towards them.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully.

Sir, your obedient servant,

J. C. CALHOUN.
To the Fresident of the United States.
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c.

Copy of a letter from Oeorge Grahanif esq. acting Secretary oj War,
dated November 29th, 1817, to Joseph M^Minn, esq.

Department or War,

J\'"ovember ii9th, 1S17.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two let-

ters of the 13th instant. I regret exceedingly, that the gentleman
whom Colonel Meigs had left in charge of the agency, should have
abandoned his public duties, in pursuit of his private business, at a
period, when his services were so essentially necessary, and when
every exertion of the agent was required, to prepare for, and encour-

age the Indians to remove to the Arkansaw.
The intention expressed by you, to go into the Cherokee nation,

for the purpose of removing the prejudices which have been excited

by designing and interested people, in relation to the treaty, evinces

your zeal for the public good, and is highly gratifying to the Presi-

dent. Your presence among them will, no doubt, have a very happy
effect, but I hope the necessity of remaining any time with them, will

be obviated by the presence of Lieutenant Houston, who, on the very

warm recommendation of General Jackson, has been appointed an
assistant agent, and wham, I presume you will have met with, on
your arrival at the agency. Mr. Riley, and the rest of the delega-

tion, are yet here; they have been informed, that the different treaties

that have been made by the Cherokees, must be strictly adhered to,

and carried into effect; that on other subjects, their complaints will

be listened to, and that they will always be treated by the Govern-
inent with kindness and liberality.

I have, &c.

GEORGE GRAHAM,
His Excellency Joseph M'Minn,

Kiioxville, Tennessee,

D.

Extract of a letter from Duncan G. Campbell, esq. Comviissioner, ^c.

to the Secretary of War, dated 28th JVovember, 1823.

AvGVSTk, QSth JK'ovember, 1823.

Sir: The result of our late visit to the Cherol^ees, would have

been mad(. known to you sooner, but for the necessity which I felt, of

seeing Major Meriwether at Milledgeville, after his resignation.
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Without an interview with him, I was not prepared to report our
accounts. I now send you a copy of the correspondence which was
held with the Cherokee Council, in the month of Octoher. A cor-

respondence in writing, conducted with a Government regularly or-

ganized, composed of Indians, is probably a novel procedure. This
method of negotiating, however, was preferred on both sides; and
by reference to the journal, you will discover the manner in which it

was sustained. Finding, on the part of the Council, such a deter-

mined resistance to a cession, arising, as we believe, from their ima-
gined approach to independence, we took occasion to refer them to

the nature of their connection with the General Government. In
doing this, we may have submitted sentiments and schemes, not war-
ranted by our instructions, or the views and policy of the Govern-
ment: Of this, however, we are not aware. Since our adjournment,
1 have been informed, that a deputation will visit you this Winter.

No intimation was given at Newtown, of such a movement, neither

do 1 know its object.

Upon the subject of further proceedings, I shall wait the direction

of the Department. Unless some new feelings are disclosed by the

deputation this Winter, I should consider a further attempt at nego-
tiation with the Cherokees unnecessary. Their determination not to

dispose of a part of their territory, seems to have been deliberately

formed. Any future operation, to be successful, must be pursued upon
a larger scale, or in a different tone. I have thought, that a board,
composed of a number from each of the states interested, with a com-
petent appropi'iation and authority to offer territory in exchange,
might effect all that could be desired. While at Newtown, the seat

of Government of the Cherokees, we were visited by a deputation

from the Creeks, General M'Intosh at the head. Upon the subject

of a cession, the Creeks hold a very different language. From in-

formation derived from M Intosh, and since confirmed by the Creek
Agent, the prospect in that quarter is much more favorable. The
present appropriation is probably inadequate. If it could be in-

creased to S50,000, and diverted to the purpose of holding a
treaty with that tribe, the expectation of extinguishing the title to

the whole territory would be well founded. I regard the present pe-

riod as auspicious for a compliance with the aiticles of agreement
and cession of 1802, as far as relates to the territory occupied by the

Creeks. That expense and difficulty will increase by delay, I have
no doubt. Even without an increase of the appropriation, I should
regard a different application of the present sum as inexpedient.

I have t!ie honor, &c. &c.

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL.
The Hon. J. C. Calhoun,

Secretary of fVar.
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D.

Extract of a letterfrom the Secretary of War to the Commissioners ap-
pointed to hold a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, dated 15th June,
1822.

" I enclose you a commission to treat with the Cherokee Indians.

The sum of §30,000 has been appropriated for the purpose of holding
treaties with the Cherokee and Cret-k Indians, for the extinguishment
of their title to lands within the state of Georgia; but, as it is believ-

ed that this sum would not be adequate to treat with success with
both nations, and as a former appropriation for the same object was
nearly all expended in holding a treaty with the Creek nation, it has
been determined, by the President, to apply the present appropria-
tion, in the fii-st instance, to holding a treaty v.ith the Cherokee na-

tion. The President, confiding in your })rudence, that not more will

be spent than what is absolutely necessary to efFect the object of the

appropriation, has placed the whole amount of it, with the unexpend-
ed balance of the former appropriation, above referred to, (which,
together, will make a sum of 834,989 57,) subject to your control in

treating with tiie Cherokees; and you will take care so to make your
arrangements, that the whole amount to be spent in the negotiation,

including the expenses of your commission, issues of provisions to the

Indians under your orders, presents to them, and such pi-eliminary

expenses as the agent may be authorized to incur, shall not exceed,

in any event, that sum. The principle article of expense will proba-
bly be, the issue of provisions to the Indians while treating with them,
as it is usual for the greater pait of the nation to assemble on such
occasions. The probable amount of provisions which will be requir-

ed, and the pi ice at which it can be obtained, can be ascertained by
a correspondence with the agent. Col. R. J. Meigs, who has been
instructed to obey your orders, on all points connected with the pi-o-

posed tieaty, and to take sucii steps as he may judge best calculated

to prepare tiie Cherokees for it. The enclosed circular will be com-
plied with, in contracting for the provisions and in issuing them; to

which, as there has, in some instances, been great irregularity, I par-

ticularly call your attention. The sum to be stipulated for any ces-

sion that may be made, must be left very mucii to your sound discre-

tion, taking into consideration the extent and quality of the country
to be ceded; but in no event is the sum to be given as the purchase
money to exceed §200,000, to be paid in instalments precisely in the

same manner as in the late Creek treaty; nor must the ])rice exceed

that given in that purchase, taking into consideration the quantity

and quality of the land to be purchased. The quantity «)f land ceded

by the Creeks, in the late treaty, may be ascei-lained from the ar*-

chives of Georgia, as it is understood it has been suiveycd by the

state. To ascertain the quantity of land which may be proposed to

be ceded by the Cherokees, reference must be had to the best sources

"if inlormatiou that can bo obtained, ])articularly to such maps as are
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deemed most authentic. The particular portion of country to be
treated for, is left to your sound discretion.

If coramissioneis should be appointed by the state of Georgia, (as

appears by the resolution of the Legislature to be tlie intention) to

claim property of the citizens of that state, under the provisions of

the treaties of Augusta,^Hopewell, Holston, and Philadelphia, the go-

vernor will be requested to inform you of their names and residence,

and you will correspond with them, and notify them of thi^ time and
place of holding the proposed treaty. You will co-operate with them
in the fullest manner, in promoting, to the extentof your powers, the

interests and views of the state. If the commissioners of Georgia
should be able to effect an arrangement with the Cherokees, in rela-

tion to the claims ahove referred to, similar to that efFr^cted with the

Creeks, at the late treaty with them for like claims, you may insert

in the treaty which you may conclude with the Cherokees, a provi-

sion upon the subject, to the same effect with that inserted in the treaty

with the Creeks: the amount, however, to be stipulated t(. be paid by
the United States, on account of the claims of Georgia against the

Cherokees, is not, in any event, to exceed S89,000, to be paid in five

annual instalments, as in the Creek treaty beforementioned.

You will observe, by the enclosed papers, that it is the desire of

Georgia that the title to the reservations of land within that state,

under the treaties with the Cherokee Indians, of 1817 and 1819,

should be extinguished^ and that the governor has been informed,

that, in case an appropriation should be made by Congress, for hold-

ing a treaty with the Cherokees, the commissioners would be charged
to attend to the subject. You will, accordingly, take such steps as

you may deem proper, either by yourselves, or by the appointment of

a special agent for the purpose, to procure, from the present owners,
a conveyance of their title to all such reservations, a list of which
is enclosed. The price to be given for such conveyance not to

exceed two dollars per acre, with a reasonable allowance for the im-

provements that may have been made on the lands. The convey-

ances to be made to the state of Georgia.

Copy of a correspondence between Commissioners on the part of the

United States, and the Council of the Cherokee JS'ation.

Cherokee Nation,

JVewfown, Ath Octoberf 1823.

The commissioners on the part of the United States, commissioned

to hold a treaty with the Cherokee Nation of Indians, arrived at this

place, where they found the National Council in session. The board

organized, but found it impracticable to proceed to business, without

3
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first makini? some improvements for their accommodation, which

they determined to do with as little delay as possible.

Monday, 6th October, 1823.

On this day, the board were notified by the agent of the nation,

that the Grand Council were disposed to receive and be introduced

to the board, according to the " custom and ceremonial" of the na-

tion Whereupon, the board, accompanied by the agent, and state

commissioners, attended at the Council House, and were presented

to the King, Council, and Committee. The Speaker, Major Ridge,

addressed the board in terms of congratulation and friendship, and

was answered by one of the board, Mr. Campbell, in like terms.

The board addressed to the agent, Governor M'Minn, the follow-

ing note.

Sir: Wc take this, the earliest convenient occasion which has

offered since our arrival, to inform you, that we have proceeded

hilher for the purpose of submitting to the Cherokee Nation sub-

jects of interest to the General Government.

The commissions under which [we] propose to act, and the in-

structions subjoined by the War Department, we deem proper to be

submitted to you, having been led to expect your co-operation in all

matters relating to our mission. Permit us to request, that you will

designate an hour most convenient for yourself, for us to submit our

commissions and instructions to your perusal.

The absence of our Secretary at present, we hope will be accepted

as an apology for not furnishing you copies.

With sentiments of consideration and esteem.

We are, your obedient servants,

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL,
JAMES MERIWETHER,

United States Commissioners,

Joseph M'Minn, Esq.

Jigent, ^c.

The Agenfs reply,

Newtown, 7th October, 182^.

Gentlemen: Your polite note of yesterday morning is before

me, and would liave been answered without loss of time, had not the

ceremonies of yesterday occupied public attention. I will do my-
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self the honor to attend at my office at any time after early candle
light.

With sentiments of great esteem, &c.

Your obedient servant,

JOS. M*MINN.
Hon. D. G. Campbeii. and
James Meriwether,

United States Commissioners.

Governor McMinn to the Board, Sth October, 1823.

Gentlemen: I enclose you the copy of an order from the National

Committee agreeable to request.

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH M'MINN. -

Comm,ittee Chamber, 8th October, 1823.

Sir: I am directed by the Committee and Council to request you
to inform the United States' Commissioners, that the General Coun-
cil, when convened to-morrow nmrning, will be in readiness to re-

ceive the Commissioners touching the objects of their mission hither

under instructions from the President of the United States. It is

desired that the communications should embrace fully all the instruc-

tions they may have received from the President relative thereto.

I am, sir, respectfully,

JOHN ROSS.
Joseph M*Minn, Jlgent', Sfc.

The Board's reply to the Council, Sth October, 1823.

The undersigned Commissioners on the part of the United States,

have received, through the Agent, a communication by which they
are notified, ** that the General Council, when convened to-morrow
morning, will be in readiness to i>^ceive their (the Commissioners)
communications, touching the object of their mission," to which we
reply that we will do ourselves the pleasure to appear before the

General Council to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock, for the purpose
of exhibiting the commission under which we propose to commence
negotiations. The want of suitable accommodations since our arri-

val, will place it beyond our power to submit a communication as

early as suggested by the Committee and Council in their note to

the Agent.

AVith sentiments of due consideration.

We are yours, &c. &c.

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL.
JAMES MEPJWETHER.

To the JWitional Council.
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9lh October, 1823.

The Board attended the Council pursuant to appointment, and
submitted their commission, which was read and interpreted, and
they then retired.

10th October.

The Board convened and notified the Council that they would lay

a communication before them to-day, at 2 o'clock.

The following is a copy of the communication:

To the Grand Council of the Cherokee JVation:

Friends and Brothers: By the commission which we laid be-

fore you yesterday, under the hand of your father, the President, you

discover that we have authority to hold conferences with you of and

concerning all matters interesting to the United States and the

. Cherokee nation. From the powers conveyed to us, it becomes our

duty to bring to your notice the Commissioners on the pajt of the

state of Georgia. These gentlemen have accompanied us to-day for

the purposp of shewing their credentials. They are commissioned

by the Governor of Georgia, but their business has been made kuown
to our father, the President, and he has directed us toco-operate with

them, and give them our aid. In some of the writii^gs which have

passed between us, we are sorry to discover that the business of

these Commissioners is treated lightly, and but little attention given

to the subject. For the sake of good understanding and justice, we
ask you to listen with patience to what these Commissioners may
have to say. After taking a deliberate view of all the treaties here-

tofore made, you will be able to make up a decision. It is bettet

they should be closed in one way or another. As soon as this part

of our joint business is settled and adjusted, the United States' Com-
missioners will t^^^g occasion to submit matters of interest and im-

portance to the Government und to the nation.

We renew our wishes, that all our negotiations may be calm and

friendly.

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL,
JAMES MERIWETHER,

United States* Commissioners.

Orderedt That a copy of the foregoing be handed to the Georgia

Commissioners, and that they be requested to attend this Board this

day at 2 o'clock, for the purpose of appearing before the Council

jointly.

ISth October, 1823.

The Board accompanied the state Commissioners to the Council

House, when a talk was delivered to the Council by that Board, set-

ting forth the grounds of the Georgia claims, as arising under the

different treaties with this nation.
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Uth October, 18£3.

On this (lay the Council returned an answer to the communicatioa
of yesterday, and the Board were called on by the state Commis-
sioners to co-operate with them in pursuing the negotiation, and did

so in the preparation of a further address.

15 th October, 1823.

The Board again accompanied the Georgia Commissioners to the

Council, where a talk was delivered.

16th October, 1823.

The following note was received from the Council:

Newtown, October 16th, 1833.

IN GENERAL COUNCIL.

Friends and Brothers: The General Council now embrace the

opportunity of informing you that their correspondence with the

Commissioners on the part of Georgia, is brought to a close, and that

the General Council, now convened, is ready to receive yotir com-
munications on all subjects relating to your instructions from the

President of the United States.

With consideration of respect and esteem, we take you by the

right hand as friends and brothers.

his

PATH >< KILLER, Principal Chief,

mai'k.

MAJOR RIDGE, Speaker of the Council.

JOHN ROSS, Pres't. JV. Committee.

A. M*CoY, Clerk JV. Committee.

EiijAH Hicks, Clerk JV. Council.

Copy of a note receivedfrom the Georgia Commissioners:

Newtown, 16th October, 1823.

Gentlemen: We have this moment received a communication
from the National Council of the Cherokee nation, in answer to ours

to them of yesterday's date; a copy of their communication to us of

this day's date; you herewith receive. We solicit a conference with

you upon this subject, as soon as it may comport with your conve^

nience.

We remain. Gentlemen,

With great respect and esteem,

Your obedient servants,

JOHNSON WELLBORN,
JxiMES BLAIR,

Georgia Commissioners.
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Reply to the Georgia Commissioners.

Newtown, 16th October, 182S.

Gentlemen: In reply to your note of this day's date, we answer,

that we will be prepared to Iiave an interview with you this evening,

at candle light, for the purpose of having a conference upon the sub-

ject of the communication received this day by you from the Cherokee
Chiefs.

With sentiments of esteem and respect.

We are your obedient servants,

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL,
JAMES MERIWETHER.

To Messrs. Welborn & Blair,
Georgia Commissioners.

TheJolloyviug communication was this day made to the Council of the

Cherokee nation:

Newtown, \6th October, 1823.

Friends and Brothers: We are happy that a short time lias

been consumed in the correspondence between you and the state

Commissioners.
Tliis has afforded us an opportunity of becoming pai tially acquaint-

ed with several members of this Council. For the whole body we
entertain a high respect, and wc trust, that, with some of you, we
have contracted individual friendships. In saying this, we do no vio-

lence to our own feelings, neither do we lower the elevated character

of the United States. People wiiohave never seen you, know but little

of your progress in the arts of civilized life, and of the regular and
becoming manner in which your affairs are conducted.

Your improvemejit reflects the greatest credit upon yourselves, and
upon the Goveinment by v.hich you have been })reserved and fostered.

Other Governments would have triumphed in your downfall, and
held you down by cruelty and oppression. Such has not been the

conduct of the United States. She has set an example which the

whole civilized world ought to feel proud to follow. It has been

your unhappy lot to be shut out from the advantages which many
others enjoy. It has been the constant study and exerrion of the

Government to relieve you from your unfortunate condition. The
struggle has been long, but not in vain. What was promised you

by your first Father, Washington, has been fully performed by those

great friends of mankind who have followed him. Under the kind

protection of these earthly fathers, you have been taught that you
have a Father above to whom you are accountable. It should be

your pride to act up to the near relationship which exists between

you and the United States. If the President practices towards you
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tlie kind treatment of lather, it becomes your duty to return the obe-

dience and gratitude of children. You have received this kindness

from Government from tiie close of the Revolutionary War, up to the

present time.

The President acknovvled,^es that you deserved it by the steadiness

of your fidelity. Your conduct as a nation has been peaceable and

harmless, although some of your citizens have been, at times, restless

and troublesome.

We doubt not but that some of our citizens are liable to the same
charge. You have embraced the only opportunity wliich has occurred

of shewing that you are warriors, and that you are faitliful to the

country.

In the last war you were found bravely fighting by the side of the

white man, your brother, against the enemies of liberty. These ene-

mies would have seduced you if they could, and, after making you
traitors to your father, the President, they would have become trai-

tors to you. Here would have followed a scene of desolation, at which
every good man and Christian would weep. It was your fidelity

which prevented it, and the hands of the red man and the w iiite man
were not raised against each other. I'he red man and the wliite man
now are brothers, and long may they so continue.

Brother, these remarks have grown out of feelings which have
been inspired by our acquaintance with you.

Coming, as we do, clothed in the high authority of the United
States, we are left to speak the undisguised sentiments of sinceiity.

We have done so, and hope, and expect, to be met in the same spirit

of conciliation and friendship.

Having made these remarks, w^e now proceed to lay before you the

subject of our mission. We know that it is one wl-.ich you have an-

ticipated, and upon which you have already expressed yourselves

with some earnestness. We must ask you to susi)end any conclusion,

until we have carried the matter through a calm and deliberate dis-

cussionj the whole of the authorities of the nation are now around
their great council fire, with power to do any act they may think

propei". The authority of the United States is also present. Any
contract, which may be now concluded, will be binding on both par-
ties.

We propose to purchase of the Cherokee nation, the wholes or- a
part of the territory^ now occupied by them, and lying within the

chartered limits of the state of Georgia. We do not confute ourselves

to Georgia limits, because we are Georgians, but, because the Presi-

dent has appointed us, at the instance of Geoi-gia, and instructed us

accordingly. We will give you the reasons why a purchase is press-

ed, by the General Government, for the use of Georgia. Previous
to the 24th day of April, 1802, Georgia held the right of sovcscignty
over an immense space of country, extending even out to tlie Missis-
sippi river. The General Government seeing that the territory was
too large, to be contained within the limits of oiie state, made apj>!i-

cation to Georgia for the purchase of a part of it. This was for the



[ 63 ] 21

purpose of organizing new states, and having them settled, and popu-
lated, for the better defence of the country in rase of war. Georgia
listened to the application of her father, the President, and sold all

the land which now lies in tlie state of Mississippi, and Alahama;
this happened on the day above stated. At the same time, in con-

sideration of this sale, the SJnited States hound herself, ** at her own
expense, to extinguish, for the use of Georgia, as early as the same
could be peaceably obtained on reasonable terms, the Indian title to

all lands within the state of Georgia." The limits of Georgia are
known to you, and the amount of territory occupied by you, within
those limits, is also known to you.

For greater cci-tainty, however, concerning those limits, and the

obligations of the United States, to the state of Georgia, we refer j'ou

to the articles of agreement and cession, entered into on the day and
year aforesaid, between James Jackson, Abraham Baldwin, and John
M!neds;e, on the part of the state of Georgia, and James Madison,
Albert Gallatin, and Levi Lincoln, on the part of the United States.

(See Laws of the United States, vol. 1, page 488.)

By these articles you discover the rights of Georgia, and the obli-

gations of the United States. That these rights may be fulfilled, and
these obligations discharged, is the important object of the present

mission. The sovereignty of the country which you occupy, is in

the United States alone; no state, or foreign power, can enter into a
treaty or compact with you. These piivileges have passed away,
and your intercourse is restricted exclusively to the United States.

In matters of cession, or territory, you are recognized as a contract-

ing party.

The United States possessing the sovereignty, and the Cherokee
nation being in possession, your consent is asked for the extinction of

your title to the soil within the Georgia lines. We concede that the

terms must be *' peaceable," and " i-easonable." Our offer to pur-

chase, establishes the first, and the consideration which may be agreed

on, we trust, will be satisfactory as to the second.

Beyond the Mississippi, the United States possesses large domains
ofunsettled territory, embracing great variety of soil and climate. A
portion of this nation is already there. If those with whom we are

now treating are disposed to emigrate, then we offer territory in ex-

change, of such extent, and accompanied by such other advantages,

as may be agreed on. If this offer is not acceptable, then we submit

another, equally *' p-caceablc," and equally "reasonable." It is, that

you cede to the United States, for the use of Georgia, such part of the

territoiy within her limits as can be easily spared. Many reasons

might be given, which have induced Georgia to urge her claim for

land upon the General Government.
The reasons have appeared satisfactory to the Legislature, and

Governor of Georgia, and to the President and Congress of the Unit-

ed States. Some of these reasons grow out of the political connection

of the states, and others, out of the crowded settlements of the people.

It is not necessary to detail the first, they are urgentf and must.
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at some time, have their weisjht. The last are plain to the view of
ever> Diic who tra^olj ti)t'n!iglj that part of the Piesident'rs <h>tiii!jiotJS.

His wni»*^ people are becoming so much crowded, that the;, are driven
from friends and connexiojis to foreii^n lands. Others are confined
to H scanty pie; e of soil, withoui timhcr fur fencing or fuoj. To
prove these sratcnients, we need only refer to the amount of 'un- ])opu-

latiori. and the rajjidity of its increiise. In the county in which one
of us resides, there are ei^^hteen thousand inhritiitants.

The state of Georgia, in 13 10, contained 252,433 inhnhitants. In
1820. 344.773, shewing ai: increase, in ten years, of 92,340; and yet,

the present settlements of Georgia do not very greatly exceed the

Che'-okce nation, in extent, which contains about i 2.000 irihal)itai»ts„

This difference is too great ever to have l)een intended by the Great*
Father of the Universe, v\ho must have givtn tlie earth, tquaUi/j to

be the inheritance of his white and red children.

Whether you dispose of all vjve ask for by exchange, or of a part by
sale, still you have enough, and to spure. For each man,iVvomHn,
and child, of the nation, a large ailovN^tnce will be left, even ruuugh
for thousands yet unborn. Surely, under this view of tls'^ suhject,

when so much good is to result on our side, and so little, in liict Jio

evil, to the other, yau will yield to • ui- appiicanon.
Brothers: Me have thus made known to you tlie subject of our

mission, and some of the reasons in suj-'jort of it. In a matter oS so

much consequence to the United States, it cer<ainly becomes you to

delibei'ate, to look well to this matter in all its beaiing^;; to do unto
us as you would have us do unto you, under like ciicunistances.

In such time as will best suit your convenience, we sliall expect an
answer. We believe that we shall receive one which shall com f tort

with the calmness and friendly disposition of the Council. It is not
to be supposed that an affair which involves so much weight and im-
portance is easily to be disposed of. We shall therefjjie b'g leave to

reserve to ourselves the privilege of reply as often as we may corjsidev

it necessary.

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL,
JAMES MERIWETHER,

United States Commissioners.

Thefollowing is an answer from the Cherokee Council.

Newtown, QOth October, 182S.

IN GENERAL COUNCIL.

Friends and Brothers: The very friendly n)anner in which you
|iave expressed yourselves towards the members of Council, and those

of them with whom you have contracted individual friendships, and
the liberal view which you have tak^n of the progress of improve-

ment in the arts of civilized life, and the regular and becoming man-
4
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ner in which the affairs of the nation are conducted, are respectfully

flatterina:; and we beg leave to return you our grateful acknowledg-

ments for the compliment. The many favors which have been be-

stowed on us by the fostering hands of our father the President, are

always fresh in our recollection, and we are ever ready to acknow-

ledge our gratitude. The co-operation of the led man and the white

man, in subduing the common enemy, during the late war, and the

blood which have been lost on that occasion at Tallassehatchie, Tal-

ledtga, Hillabees, Enotichopea, Eniucsaws, and Tehophah, (Horse

Shoe) we conceive to be no more than what might have been expected

from our hands as children and true friends to our father the Presi-

dent. Those acts performed are a demonstrative proof of the sinceri-

ty of our affection and fidelity, and shews the firm hold by which the

hand of our father is grasped, and speaks more forcibly than volumes

of promises.

Brothers: We have fully deliberated your communication. The
application which you have made, under the authority of your mis-

sion from the President of the United States, for the extinguishment

of the Cherokee title to the whole or a part of the lands, now occupied

by them, and lying within the chartered limits of Georgia, either by
exchange for lands west of the Mississippi river, or by purchase—we
have to state, that the unfortunate part of our nation, who have emi-

grated to the west, have suffered severely since their separation from

this nation and settlement in their new country. Sickness, wars, and

other fatality, have visited them, and lessened their numbers, and ma-
ny of them, no doubt, would willingly return to the land of their na-

tivity, if it was practicable for them to do so, without undergoing va-

rious difficulties, which would be almost insurmountable in so fa-

tiguing and so long a journey, by m.cn, women, and children, without

friends and without money to perform. When we call to recollection

the period which separated our countrymen, acquaintances, friends,

and relatives, from us, and look to the circumstances and means
which caused our separation, we are grieved; the teais flow in our

eyes, and we weep. Had it been the desire of the remaining part of

this nation to have left this country, they would have embraced the

opportunity, and emigrated with their fellow countrymen; but this

was not their desire. They loved the soil which gave them birth, and

they have continued thereon. The limits of this nation are small,

and embrace mountains, hills, and poor lands, which can never be

settled. The Cherokees once possessed an extensive country, and

they bare made cession after cession to our father the President, to

gratify the wishes of our neighboring brethren, until our limits have

become circumscribed; and it appears, from the eager desire of our

brethren to obtain our lands, that it would be unreasonable for us to

presume that a small cession, at any time, would ever satisfy them.

Brothers: The improving situation of this nation is visible, and has

been acknowledged, and it would be reproachful and degrading to

our character did we not look to its interest, prosperity, and future

happiness. You give us one reason why a cession is urged: that is,
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*' from the crowded settlements of the people of Georgia." We
presume that, if Georgia were in possession of the whole extent of her
chartered limits, that it would not remedy the inconvenience com-
plained of.

Brothers: From the comparative view which you have taken of the

population of Georgia, and the Cherokee nation» you say " that the

difference is too great ever to have been intended by the Great Father
of the Universe, who must have given the Earth equally as the in-

heritance of his white and red children." We do not know the inten-

tion of the Supreme Father in this particular, but it is evident that

this principle has never been observed or respected by nations or by
individuals. If your asser ion be a correct idea of His intention, why
do the laws of civilized and enlightened nations allow a man to mo-
nopolize more land than he can cultivate, to the exclusion of others?

Brothers: We cannot accede to your application for a cession.

It is the fixed and unalterable determination of this nation, never
again to cede one foot more of land. We will make known to you,
as coming from our father the President, that the boundary line

fiom the Unicoy Turnpike, on the Blue Ridge, to the source of the

Chestatee, has not been run by the United States' Surveyor, agree-
ably to the stipulation or intention of the treaty of 1819; but it has
been run so as to include a larger tract of land than admitted by
said treaty, to the great inconvenience and injury of this nation,

particularly to those of our citizens who lived in that quarter, and
have been compelled to remove. As this fact has been reported to

the President, we trust that he has given you some instructions rela-

tive to the investigation of the subject.

With the brightness of the sun, we renew our assurances of respect
and brotherly friendship.

his

PATH 1^ KILLER, Principal Chief.

mark,
his

MAJOR X RIDGE, Speaker of CounciL
mark.

JOHN ROSS, President of National Committee,

A. M*CoT,
Clerk of J\''ational Committee'

Elijah Hicks,
Clerk of JVational Council.

The following is a repkj from the Commissioners to the CounciL

Newtown, October 21, 182S.

Friends and Brothers: Your communication of yesterday was
handed us by your messenger. We feel constrained by duty and
instruction to reply, and to reserve to ourselves the privilege of re-

ply, as often as we may consider it necessary. In doing this> we
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violate no sentiment which we have heretofore expressed, with re-

heard to this nation. Nothiiii? would give us a deeper k ^nt, tlian to

find that our confidence has been misplaced, and our eiicoiniums inti-

pruiierly bes+owed. Of this we have no apprehension at present,

and shall puisne the negoti;ition under the hojje, that it will yet be
closef! in a manner which shall comport with the just expectations

of the General Government.
Brothers: Tlie relation in which this nation stands to the Govern-

ment of the United States is somewhat peculiar. The original

title of this soil is acknovvledg^ed to have been in you.

t'heie was a time, when most of the territory now composing the

United States, behoiged to various tribes of Indians. The people

of Europe were the fitst w*;ite men who landed upon these shores.

As soon as they established colonies, they claimed the sovereignty

of the soil by tfic iglit of ilis'overy. For a long period of time this

sovereignty was exercised without resistance. At length, the colo-

nies grew to a size w hu h enabfed them to take the management of

the^r own affairs. A war ensued, which lasted severt years, and
tlu u ended in the complete success of tiie Colonies. What Europe
cl imed by discovery, was then vested in tlie people of the Colonics

by-conquest- All the cou»'try which was conrjuered belonged to the

conouerors The Cherokees. the Creeks, and almost every otiier

Indian tribe, powerful and tfumerous as they were, took sides against

us. All shared the same fate. All became subject to the govern-
ment afterwards established, under the title of the " Ciiited States

of America."
I'lns subordination and loss of power, would have followed con-

quest as a matter of course; but, in order that it mij^Ht be reduced

to a certainty, and made plain, and recorded, treaties weie entered

into, in every instance, with the Indian tribes, who were parties to

the war.
The Delawares surrendered their sovereignty at the treaty of Fort

Pitt; the Six Nations at Fort Stanwix; the Creeks at New York;
the Chickasaws at Hopeweli; and the Ch( rokees at Hopewell in

1785, and so on. By these, and by a great many other nations, a

complete surien<Ier is mHi\e, and pi otedion claimeil. The language
of the United S'ates, in the tieaty of tJoiiewell, gives peace to^ the

Cherokees and receives them into favor and pioteition. The lan-

guage of the Cherokees is submissive, and accepts the offer. So
complete was the authority acquired by these menjorahle operations,

that the territory of all those tribes was made the subject of ** ulbt-

ment.'^ All the lands which they now- hold, has been ^ allotted" to

them. Their oiiginal title is forever gone. First, by disco\ery.

Secondly, by conquest. And. thirdly, by treaty. But the surrenders

whi.h have been made from time to time by tise Cherokees, go still

further, and authorize the United States to " manage thetiadeot the

Cherokees as they may think pictper."

Brothers: We have reference to these matters of history and com-
pact, not to shew your humility, but to siiew your drpeiidance. On
the contrary, it does not degrade you to give yon the evidence of your
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dependance,* it is a matter of distinction, to be connected rtnthf and
dependant upon, the Government of the United States. Thei-e are

twenty-four states and three territories, which are found to acknowl-
cdj^e this connection and dependance. The advantage is mutual. The
United States give laws, give stability, and protection, to the states,

and the states give obedience, support, and taxes, to the Government.

By this union, the Government becomes powerful—hy a division, it

would he feeble. As relating to the different tribes of Indians who
have settlements within t!ie states, the Government is prepared to

speak with candor and decision. If they cherish the idea of inde-

pendence and self government, the sooner they are corrected, the bet-

ter. The United States will not permit the existence of a separate,

distitu't, and independent government within her limits. All the peo-

ple on her soil must be hers, and her laws must, sooner or later, per-

vade the whole. To qualify you for citizenship, the Government has,

within the last twenty years, expended upon you upwards of half a
million of dollars. You have been told that you are the President's

favorite children. You are indeed so. He seeks not to destroy, but

to preserve you. There is nothing annihilating in his scheme. When
be quaiifies you as citizens, you must become so. The process of
qualification will follow you wherever you go, and as fast as you be-

come citizens you bfcome subject to our laws. Whether this subjec-

tioji to our laws is to be individually or collectively, depends in a
great degree upon yourselves. As long ago as at the treaty of

Ho[)ewell, in 1785, the idea is suggested of your becoming a territory

of the United States, with the right of representation in Cotigress^

If this -nation would preserve a compact form, not within the limits of
the states, no obstacle would remain to the organization of a territori-

al government composed of themselves. While they are within the

limiis of the states, the state sovereignty must prevail, and they must
become merged in the white population, and take the standing of
individual citizens.

Brothers: Let your choice be as it may, your condition will be
bettered. The government which you have lately formed for your-
selves, although it is greatly to your credit, yet it is objectionable in

many of its important features. A territorial organization under
the United States would be greatly preferable. Such changes are
common among nations, and often to the advantage of both parties.

But, if this scheme is not yet sufficiently matured to meet your accept-

ance, then a cession of a part will quiet the solicitude of Georgia
and of the United States, for the present, and give time for further de-

liberation. Tlie cesssion of a part r)eed not affect the wishes or in-

terest of any individual, with respect to citizenship. If those who
live uj)ot) the part ceded are not disposed to become citizens, they can
be indemnified for their losses in removing, and retire within your
lines. If they are disposed to become members of the states, they
can be secured in a residence, and let into all privileges of ordinary
citizens.

Brothers: We have thus laid before you some new topics for dis-

cussion. These involve considerations of vast importance to yourselves
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and to posterity. Listen to them, and answer with calmness and de-

liberation.

You aie not engasjed in V\ght disputes or trifling consideraMons.
Nations arc parties to this rorrespondcnre. If we know oui* Govern-
ment and ourseives, we design you no harm. Our object is the good
of the whole Amei-iran fansily.

We shrtli now proceed to notice some of the remarks in your com-
munication of yesteidi' V, and (lose for the present.

The picture wliich jou have drawn of the separation of friends and
relatives at the eniigr<ition to Arkansas, is honorable to the sympa-
thies of your hearts. But the lieartoftejj bleeds at what the judgment
approves. Amomg ourselves, these separations occur ahnost daily.

You advert with some emphasis to the " circumstances and means
which caused the separation."

Brothers: We understand that it was wlioly roluniarij, and that

your citizens projected tlie scheme themsefves, as long ago as 1808.
At that time the President was awa-e {\-Ht the season was unpropi-
tious for so serious an operation. H'> iand beyond the Mississippi

had not been explored. The distresses of the people and (govern-
ment were great, and the prospect of a war w as in view. The Presi-

dent acted as a gieat and good father to you and advised 30U not to

go. Since that time it hiis been ascertained that the cnujttjy a(hi)its

of eligible settlement and organization, and the most advajitageous

terms have been allowed you for removal. In all this, we discover
nothing but the characteristic magnanimity of the American Govern-
ment.

Brothers: You state that you "once possessed an extensi\e coun-
try, but that you have made cession after cessirm, until your limits

have become circumscribed." Would you, if yon could, repo' sess

yourselves of all the soil which you once hehi. and allow it to be
peopled only by yourselves? Would you demolish temph's raised to

science and dedicated to God, that beasts might have a wider range,
or game a broader play? Would you lay w aste a city, that a w igwam
might rise upon its ruins? No, brothers; you are now drinking of the

streams of civilization, and leaving far behind you the title and vul-

gar prejudices of untutored barbarism.
These are giving place to just and liberal conceptions of the rights

of man and the bounty ofman's Creator.

You suggest that the eagerness of your neighboring- biethren to

obtain lands is so strong, that a small cession would not satisfy them.

It is true that self-interest is a strong principle of action, and in its

operations often requires restraint, hi this cuse, however, this eager-

ness is considered reasonable, and your father the President gives it

his sanction.

We assure you that a small cession will have a much greater

quieting influence, than no cession at all. It is not altogether fair to

set bounds to eagerness when it is founded upon rights.

Your allusion to thesubjectof tbeline. run under the treaty of 1819,
"Will receive due attention before we close our correspondence.
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With great respect for the council, and increasing regard for it3

members, we again subscribe ourselves,

Your friends and brothers,

DLlVCAN G. CAMPBELL.
JAMES MERIWETHER.

To the Council of the Cherokee JYalion.

The Council to the Commissioners,

Newtown, Chekokek Nation,
October 24th, 1823.

IN GENERAL COUNCIL.
Friends and Brothers: Your communication of the 21st inst.

have been deliberated by the General Council, and it seems that you
anticipate a hope that your application for a cession might yet be

granted. We assure you, in the strongest terms, that our rejection

is founded upon a mature and deliberate determination, which cannot

be changed. The title of the Cherokees to the lands in their posses-

sion, is indisputable; and the United States, by the treaty of Holston,

in 1791, in the 7th article, fuliy declares it to be so, by solemnly
guarantying it to them.

Brothers: We are fully sensible that we are defendant upon the Go-
vernment of the United States for profecfio?i, and have ever manifested

a disposition to conduct ourselves in such a manner as to comport with
our duty in that respect; and we are surprised, and at a loss to know
what has given grounds to harbor a contrary opinion of our disposi-

tion in that respect. Ttiere must be a source from whence a misrepre-

sentation of our disposition has been communicated to our father the

President. The remark that we made, ** that the Cherokees once
possessed an extensive country, and they made cession after cession,

to our father, the President, to gratify the wishes of our neighboring
brethren, until our limits had become circumscribed," was not intend-

ed to mean that we would wish to re-possess what we had surrender-

ed, (as would seem from your eloquent remarks on that point) but to

shew that, if we continued to yield to our fivther's application in be-

half of our neighboring brethren, as we had heretofore done, that the

whole of our lands would be gone. It is not our wish to " demolish
temples raised to science, and dedicated to God, so that beasts might
have a wider range, or game a broader play,'* nor to *'lay waste a
city, that a wigwam might rise upon its ruins." But it is our desire

that monuments of science may be raised, by our hands, on the dnst

of our progenitors, from which the beasts of the field have receded,

and the wigwam tottering into ruins.

The bow and the quiver are laid aside, and the pursuits of the chase

are forgotten. The axe, the hoe, the plough, and the shuttle, are in-

troduced, and progressing like a consuming fire, and it is hoped that

a mist will not arise to dampen its progress. You suggest an idea,

that, if this nation would pieserve a compact form of a territorial go-

vernment of the United States, not within the limits of the states.
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no obstacle would remain to the or8:anization; but, while they are

within the limits of thf states, the state soveivignty must prevail, and
they must become met-ged in The white pojjulation. and take the stand-

ing of individual citizens. And you further remark, tiiat, in case of

a session ol a part, that ail those who do not choose to become citi-

zens, would be indemnifi.'d for their losses, and those that chose to be-

come members of the states ran be secured in a residence, and let

into all the privileges of ordinary citizens. Brothers: the sugges-

tioTi of the organization (jf a teriitorial government, is a subject of

too great weight far the nation to take up in their present situation,

therefore the suggestion cannot meet our acceptation. As respects

bei.ig secured, with indemnification and residence, and piivileges of

citizenship in the states, we beg leave to ask you to look to the treaty

of 1819. What was the provisions made for the Cherokees in the 2d
article of that tivat}^? And what has been the course pursued by the

states of Tennessee and Georgia, atid some of their citizens, relative

to tlie sacred obligations contained in that article? We find that op-

position, fraud, and eveiy species of injustice, were raised against the

interests oi the poor inrxperienced Clierokees by them; and before the

aid and assistance of the magnanimous hand of the General Govern-

ment could be extended to their relief, an entire ruin and loss of pro-

perty have been sustained by many of them; and many of them who
are entitled to compensation for improvements under that treaty,

have never received one cent—a vei'y small portion of the improve-

ments left have been valued aid paid for

Brothers: We cannot curtail the present limits, which has been

reserved to tliis nation in the treaty of 1819. The prosperity

and future happiness of our posterity cannot be lost sight of. when
their destiny is placed in our hands; and should we act as an honest

father, and preserve their interest and their right, they will re-

joice and he happy in commemorating our names, when we are no

more. Under these circumstances, our brethren of Georgia cannot,

or ought not, to desire us to destroy ourselves, so that they may ag-

grandize themselves, and raise temples upon our ruins. I heir state

is respet table in wealth and in population, as well as in liberal senti-

ments of hoiorab e men, and the extent of its bounds not small, but

considerably lasg* r than many of the other states iti the Union.

Brothers: Wc^ beg leave to present this communication as a posi-

tive and unchangeable refusal to dispose oi onefoot more of land; so

that no further application or anticipation of success may be encou-

raged on your part, and that a final close of the correspondence on

this subject should herewith take place, as the Council will very soon

rise, having already continued four days over the time allowed by the

authorities of the nation for its sitting.

W ith calmness and cordiality,

We subscribe ourselves as friends and brothers,

his

A. McCoy, PATH ^ KILLER, Head Chief,

elk. JV. Committee* * mark.

Elijah Hicks, Maj. RIDGE, Sp'r of C.

Clk. JS\ Council. JOHN ROSS, FresH JV. C
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The Commissioners to the Council.

Newtown, 25th October 1823.

Friends and Brothers: Your communication of yesterday has

been under consideration, and we regret to see the very wide diffei'-

ence which exists between us, as to the material point of nogotiation.

The anticipations of success which we had indulged, were founded

upon confidence in your judgment. We believe that we were in the

right, and lioped that we should succeed in convincing you. Your
rejection of our application does not at all impair our views of the

propriety of what we have laid before you. SVe have endeavored,

by a reference to the history of this nation, to satisfy you of the na-

ture of your title to the soil which you occupy. The doctrine, to be

sure, is not very consoling, hut is nevertheless true. You attempt

to rebut it, by an article in. the treaty of Holston, in 1791. It is true,

that the 7th article *« guaranties to the Cherokee Nation, all their

lands not thereby ceded." And what does this guarantee amount
to? You greatly mistake yourselves, if you construe it into a con-

veyance, or even quit claim of the part of the United States. No-
tice the terms used in the fourth article of the same treaty, which
conveys the lands ceded at that time. It is there said, '* that the

chiefs and warriors, for themselves and the whole Cherokee JVation^

their heirs and descendants^ release, quit claim, relinquish, and cede,"

the lands therein described. If the word "guarantee" would have
expressed all this, then that word would have been used. Your title

under this treaty of Holston, is no better tlian under the treaty of

Hopewell, and uiider neither, does it amount to any thing more than

possession at the will of the United States. You acknowledge, that

you are "dependent upon the United States for protection." Brothers,

such acknowledgment is very empty, unless accompanied by some
signs that you feel the obligation. Your father the President has

asked you, in terms tiie most peaceable and reasonable, for what he

might have demanded; you might ijave granted the application, with-

out injury or inconvenience to yourselves. It will rest with him
to judge whether your conduct compoits with your duty. You state,

that it is your desire to raise monuments of science with your own
hands, upon the soil of your " progenitors." No lover of the hu-

man race would controvert the sentiment. No friend of mankind
would bring into use the *' bow and the quiver," which you say have

been laid aside. The *' axe, the hoe, plough, and shuttle," were given

you by the President, and he will never withdraw them. But it is his

desire, and it ought to be youi* pride, to forward the general interest

of all the American people. Tliis never can be done, by your mono-
poly of such extent of territory.

brothers: It would seem, from your pointed and determined re-

jection of what we have asked, that it would be wholly unnecessary to

pursue the investigation further. We commenced with a simple pro-

position, to ])urchase your claim to the whole or jtart of the soil

within the limits of Georgia. In the course of the correspondence,

5
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"We have evidenced the grounds of negotiation, and discussed topics,

interesting to the Government, and to you. If no good results to

neither, we must be content with the consciousness of having done
our duty. Your allusion to the proceedings under the treaty of

1819, does not require a detailed answer. Our knowledge upon
that suhject would not, we presume, rescue the Tennesseeans or
Georgians from the aspersions whi"h you have thrown upon them.
AYe take leave, however, to observe, that, wherever the laws have
been appealed to, they have been lighteously enforced, and that

vast profits have been realized by the persons named in that treaty.

As mcsengers of the United States, it does not become us to indulge

local feelings. The General Government is boursd to Georgia, and
we doubt not but that she will fulfil her engagements.

Brothers: We will not detain the Council, if they are impatient,

and wish to rise. We understand that they have sat much longer,

upon business of less importance, heretofore. This is the third visit

that we have made to the country, and we had a right to expect a
patient hearing. W> shall say but little moi-e. Justice to our Go-
•vernment, and good wishes to you, requiie that we should add a few
words more; we ask you to receive them as they are intended, in

feelings free from excitement.

Acrording to the usage of many years, we exercised the right of

appointing the place of meeting you. We solicited your agency, and
invited you to attend last January, and you refused. We selected

another place, more central, and a time more genial, and invited yoa
to come, and you reji-sed. You were then indulged in aj)pointing

time a))d place yourselves. We attended, and you did not. We have
now C(»me to your own time and your own place, and you have re-

jected a reasonable application. W'e told you on our arrival, that

we were directed to co-operate with the Georgia Commissioners in

negotiating the scttiement of long standing claims. We have stood

by, and seer) you reject a settlement of claims which occurred at a

time, and urvier circumstarrces, powerfully imposing- When treaties

lose their obligation, what shall birrd nations? We have stood by,

also, and witnessed a corTesjiondence, of serious impor-t, between
yourselves and your agent. We have seen his application rejected,

and heard his dissatisfaction expressed. Our* ai)j)ointments to meet
you were under the President's authority. The aj)plication of the

Geoi'gia commissioners was under- the Prtsideut's uuthoritij. Tiie ap-

plicati'in of the agent was under- the Presidents autkoniij. Where is

the virtue of calling the Fr*esideirt *' Father," nf acknovJcdging ''his

protection," and then refusing obedience to his wishes? W'e might
go further , and remind you of the uniform disjiosition of tlie govertr-

ment to attend to your requests, and rediess your gr-ievances. Even
at this moment, while these thirrgs are passing before us, troops are

on their marclr, with the swor-d and torch, r-ejuoving irrlrudeis fi-oia

yoirr Irmits, and bur-ning their dwellings.

B-nthers: Ingr-atitu'le appi-oaches to cr-iine; agr-ateful retunr fur a

favor- is the best evidence that the favor is felt. You cannot suppose

that all these thirrgs, taken together, are to pass away, and produce
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no effect. What the eflfect may be, we are not exactly prepared to

say. Time will disclose it.

Brothers: We had rather see and feel a different prospect. In the

sincerity ofour hearts, we wish tliis nation well. We should be liappy

to see the ties, vvhicii bitid you to the Government, drawn closer. We
should like to see the chain .e^row brighter and stronger. We fear

that the very reverse is the fact. The ties are loosening, and the

chain is becoming weaker. There is a danger of your losing con-

nection with the Government, and having the agency abolished We
might enumerate other consequences which are not improbable, hut

which should be prevented if possible. The course is plain by which

the evils may be averted. It is no mark of manliness and magnani-
mity to persist, merely for the sake of consistency, after the judg-

ment is convinced. It is often better to yield, than to resist even a
doubtful right.

Brothers: We shall now close. We are not conscious of having said

anything, not warranted by the authority of our Government, and
the rules of fair and open negotiation. We cannot take our leave with-

out sui)rnitting a further and distinct proposition. So well are we
satisfied of its healing tendency, that it would be criminal in us to

withhold it. We submit the following:

The United States pioposes to purchase of the Cherokee Nation,

their claim to all the land east and north of the following boundaries:

Beginning at a marked cornei', at the head of Chestatee; thence,

along the ridge, to the mouth of Long Swamp creek thence, down
the Etoevah river, to the line which is to be run between Alabama
and Georgia; thence, with said line, to the dividing line between
the Creeks and Cherokees; thence, with said line, to the Chatahoo-
chee. In consideration of said cession, the United states will pay to

the Cherokee Nation the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, in

suitable instalments, and will also indemnify the Nation against the

Georgia claims; and, as a giatuity to the Nation, the Commissioners
will pay into their Treasury, at this time, for the use of the iSation,

the further sum often thousand dollars.

We are, as usual, your friends and brothei-s,

DUNCAN G. CAMPBELL,
JAxMES MERIWETHER,

U. S. Commissioners.

The Council to the f^ommissioners.

'N^WTows, October QTthf 182S.

IN GENERAL COUNCIL.
Friends and Bkotheus: You say that your anticipations of su€-

cess was founded upon coniidence in our Judgment, and that you be-

lieved and hoped you would have succeeded in convincing us that

you were right, and would also satisfy us of the nature of oui* title

to the soil which we now occupy. The doctrine which you have laid
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for a foundation, can never convince our judgment that you are cor-

rect. We did not refer to the 7th article of Holston treaty, 1791,

as a foundation to our title to the soil upon which we stand. Our
title has emanated from a supreme source, which cannot be impaired

by the mere circumstance of discovery by foreigners; neither has this

title been impaired by conquest or by treaty. If it was intended that

our original title should be forever lost, why did not the treaties of

peace declare it in plain terms, and why should the United States

purchase, time after time, by treaties, lands which you would wish to

convince us we have no title? And when such purchases were made,
why did they require such a right and title of conveyance as given

in the 4th article of Holston treaty, 1791, which you have had occa-

sion to refer? We had noticed the 7rh article of Holston treaty, to

shew that the United States do acknowledge our right and title, and
have guarantied to respect the same. This being the case, and the

Cherokees possessing the right and title, it would have been super-

fluous and useless for the United States to convey to the Cherokees
a right and title which was already vested in the Cherokees them-
selves, and not in the United States. You say our possession is at the

will of the United States, and that our rejections to the several pro-

positions which have been made, cannot be expected to pass away
and produce no effect, and that the ties which bind us with the United
States are loosening, and the chain is becoming weaker. WHiat,

Brothers, do you wish to impair the high confidence which we enter-

tain of the magnanimity of your Government? and to harbor an
opinion that, because the United States are great and powerful, and
the Cherokees small, and dependant upon her for protection, that she

will trample justice under foot, and compel us to yield what we
have peaceably and respectfully refused to let the United States have,

for the benefit of the state of Georgia? Have you not told us that the

President has the same love towards us as his white children," and
would not such a treatment of us, as you aeem to be apprehensive of,

be partial and wrong? Brothers, we have rejected your propositions

because we love our lands and have none to dispose of. We rejected

the claims of Georgia, because we know that the nation owes her

nothing under the treaties cited. W^e rejected the proposition of the

Agent, because we think that it is not expedient to grant it, inasmuch
as we have given him all the piivilcges granted him by treaty, and
are ever disposed to support his authority as an Agent, so far as our

citizens may be implicated with transgressions. Thus far we have

not acted with ingratitude towards the General Government, in re-

jecting these several propositions; it is a privilege and a right which
belongs to us, to use our })lcasure in complying or rejecting. There-
fore, your charge of ingratitude, we conceive, is not consistent with

liberality. Your propositions for a special cession of a tract of land,

cannot be acceded to. The offer of monetj is not a consideration

which can effect to alter the rejection which has already been made.
You have been told, in positive terms, that one foot of land cannot

be sold. You state that you are informed that the Coimcil had, on
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a former occasion, set much longer than the present session. Your
informant is mistaken. Twenty-five days is the longest session we
have ever had at tliis place, and tlie present session has now entered

the twenty-seventh day. You have no grounds to complain of a

sudden close of our negotiations; the subject has been fully discussed.

We now consider this a final close of our negotiation, and beg leave

to take you by the right hands, as we met, in brotherly friendship,

and as such may we ever continue.

PATH KILLER, X Principal Chief.

MAJOR RIDGE, >< Speaker of the Council.

JOHN ROSS, Fresn. J^ational Committee.

A. M'CoY, Clerk JV. Committee.

To D. G. Campbeil & James Meriwetuer, Esqs.

United States* Commissioners.

3.8th October, 18 '->';o.

The Board, after deliberation, determined that any further com-
munication to the Council, at this time, was unnecessary, and there-

fore adjourned sine die.

Attest, WM. F. HAY, Secretary.

E.

Extract of -a Letterfrom the Cherokee delegation, to the President of the

United States, dated

City of Washington, Jannary 19, 1824.

**The Cherokee nation labor under a peculiar inconvenience, from
the repeated appropriations which are made for the purpose of hold-

ing treaties with thetn for lands; this circumstance has been product-
ive of much evil to the improvement of the nation in the arts of civil-

ized life, as it cannot be denied, that it has retarded its progress, by
unsettling the prospects of individuals. The Cherokee nation have
now come to a decisive and unalterable conclusion, not to cede away
any more lands; the limits reserved, under the treaty of 1819, is not
more than sufficient for their comfort and convenience, taking into

consideration the great body of mountains, arid poor lands, which
can never be settled. It is a gratifying tjMith, that the Cherokees
are rapidly increasing in population; therefore, it is an incumbent
duty on the nation to preserve, unimpaired, the rights of posterity to

the lands of tlieir ancestors. We have told you of the decisive and
unalterable disposition of the nation, in regard to their lands. Father,
we would now beg your interposition with Congress, on behalf of

your red children, the Chei'okees, so that provision may be made, by
law, to authorize an adjustment between the United States and the
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state of Gporajia, so that the former may be released from the exist-

in.i^ compact, so far as it respects the extinguishment of the Chero-
kee title to lands \vithin the chartered limits of Georgia."

Department of War,
Jamiarij 30, 18£4.

Gentlemen: The President has received your letter of the 19th

inst. and after giving to it that mature consideration, which the im-
portance of tlie subject, to which it refers, demands, he has directed

me to communic;:te to you the following answer:
By the compact with Georgia, the United States are bound to ex-

tinguish, for the use of the state, the Indian title to lands within t!ie

state, as soon as it can be done peaceably, and on rcasmahlc condi-

tions; and the Legislature, and Executive of Georgia, now piess the

fulfilment of that stipulaiion, with the utmost possible earnestness.

This Government is anxious to fulfil tlie agreement, provided it can
be done on conditions which accord with the import of the compact,
and which will also be satisfactory to the Indians. With a view to

this object, we wish to have a free communication with you, the

chiefs of the Cherokees, and to ajipeal to the good sense, and to the

interest of the nation, as pointed out by their own experience, and by
that of their ancestors, foi* two centuries back.

You must be sensible that it will be impossible for you to remain,
for any length of time, in your present situation, as a distinct society,

or nation, within the limits of Georgia, or any other state. Such a
community is incompatible with our system, and must yield to it.

Tliis truth is too striking, and obvious, not to be seen by all. of you.

Surrounded, as you are, by the people of the several states, you must
either cease to be a distinct community, and become, at no distant

period, a part of the state, within whose limits you are, or remove
beyond the limits of any state. For the United States to fulfil the

compact with Georgia, the title which you hold to lands, as a distinct

community, must be extinguished, and the state objects to the extin-

guishment of it, by vesting in you, or in any of you, in lieu thereof,

the right of individual ownership. If any of you acquire that right

to land, and remain there after tiic bond, which holds you together,

as a distinct community, is dissolved, and your present title is extin-

guished, it must be by purchasing the property, and ac{|uiring the

title from the state within which it is.

It remains for the Cherokee nation to decide for itself, whether it

will contribute most to their own welfare and hai)piness, foi" them to

retain their present title to their lands, and remain where tliey are,

exposed to the discontent of Georgia, and the pressure of her citizens,

or to code it to the United States, for Georgia, at a fair price, to be

paid, either in other lauds beyond the Mississijjpi, or in money, to be

vested in lands to be purchased for them, as individuals, within that
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OP any other state. Should the nation decide to relinquish its pre-

sent title, and to adopt either of the alternatives suggested, tliis Go-
vernment is disposed to act generously with them. If tliej' prefer to

move in a hody westward of the Mississippi, measuies will be taken

to acquire lands for them there, in sullicient amount, and in the qtiar-

tcr most agreeable to them. Facilities will also be afforded for their

removal. Should they prefer to receive the value of their title, in

money, with a view to purchase lands in any of the states, and be-

come citizens thereof, in that case, a fair price will be given, and
proper aid afforded them for the accomplishment of their object.

Should the nation divide, and a portion of it pass the Mississippi,

and the residue remain on this side, measuies will be taken to give

effect to their wishes, by the conipact to be entered into in both

respects.

I have, &c. &c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
Messrs. John Ross,

Geo. liOWRET,
Ma.iou Ridge, and,

Elijah Hicks,
Cherokee Delegation.

City of Washington,
February 11, 1824.

Sir: We have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, containing

the answer which the President directed you to communicate to us,

in reply to a particular subject embraced in the letter which we had

the honor of laying before him on the 19th ultimo.

In this answer we discover new propositions for the extinguish-

ment of Cherokee titles to lands, for the benefit of Georgia. We beg

Iea\e to say to the President, through you, the Cherokee nation are

sensible that the United States are bound, by its compact with

Georgia, to extinguish, for the use of that state, the Indian title to

lands within the limits claimed by the slate, as soon as it can be done

peaceably and on reasonable conditions; ** and are also sensible, that

this compact is no more than a conditional one, and, without

the free and vohmtary consent of the Cherokee nation, can never be

complied with on the pait of the United States; and, havitig been
duly authorized to make known to the Govei'nment of the United
States the true sentiments and dis])osition of the nation, on this sub-

ject, the President has been informed, that the Cherokees have come
to a decisive and unalterable conclusion, never to cede away any more
lands." And, as tiie extinguishment of Cherokee title to lands can
never be obtained, on conditions which will accord with the import

of the compact between the United States and Georgia, it is desirable
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that the Government shoulfl adopt some other means to satisfy Geor- 1
gia, than to remain any longer under anticipation of being enabled to

accomplish the object of purchasing the Cherokee title. The United

States now possess an extensive territory in the Floridas: Why not

extend the limits of Georgia in that section of country, if her present i
bounds be considered too small ? The Cherokee Nation have never

promised to surrender, at any future period, to the United States, for

Georgia, their title to lands; but, to the contrary, the United States

have, by treaties, solemnly guarantied to secure to the Cherokees, for-

ever, their title to lands which have been reserved by them. There-
fore, the state of Georgia can have no reasonable plea against tha

Cherokees, for refusing to yield their little all to the United States,

so that her own aggrandizement may be raised upon their ruins.

You express a wish " to have a free communication with us on this

subject, and to appeal to the good sense, and to the interest of the

nation, as pointed out by their own experience, and by that of their

ancestors, for two centuries back." In accordance with your wish,

we will speak frankly, and with ail the good sense we may possess,

and keeping strictly in view the interest of our nation, looking back
to circumstances which have transpired, and endeavor to trace the

causes which produced them; and, also, to observe the present state

of things, and look forward to such objects as may be practically

attainable, for the best interests of the Cherokee people.

By tracing the situation of our ancestors for two hundred years

back, we see nothing desirable, but much to deplore. The happiness

which the Indians once enjoyed, by a quiet and undisturbed ease, in

their pi-imitive situation, before the face of the wl»ite man was seen on

this continent, was now poisoned by the bad fruits of the civilized

tree, which was planted around them. Tumultuous wars arose, and
the mountains and plains were covered with carnage, and the Elysian

vallies drenched with blood; and many noble tribes, whose unfortu-

nate doom it was to have been overshadowed by the expanded branches

of this tree, drooped, withered, and are no more. Such are the scenes

brought to our view, by looking back to the situations of our ances-

tors, at the period to which you have called our attention. Let us

now, for a moment, seriously reflect on the true causes, which have

universally produced the extincti(m of Indian tiibes, when they be-

come merged into the white pojjulation, and we doubt not, that it

will be admitted at once, that, by ambition, pride, and avariciousness

of the civilized man, the untutored sons of natui-e became a prey.

Defrauded out of their lands; treated as inferior beings, on account

of their poverty and ignorance; they became associated with the low-

est grade of society, from whom the habits of intemperance, debauch-

ery, and all the vices of degradation peculiar to tliat class, \\ ere by

them soon imbibed. Their lands having been swept fiom under their

feet, by the ingenuity of the white man, and being left destitute of a

home, ignorant of the arts and sciences, and |)o.sscssing no experi-

ence in the employment of a laborious and industrious life, to obtain

a living, they became straggling v.andcrcrs amongst strangers;
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and, by oppressions, their spirits were depressed, and considering
themselves degraded, they were induced to liurry away their trouble-
some existence, by inhaling the noxious vapours of intempei-ance, (a
fatal remedy.) to settle their doom of extinction. Such have been the
circumstances and causes, which have swept into oblivion the names
of many tribes of Indians, tlmt once possessed and inhabited the soil

of these United States; and such must be the fate of those tribes now
in existence, should they be merged into the white population before
they become completely civilized, and shall have learned the arts and
sciences; and such would be the fate of a large portion of the Chero-
kee Nation, were they to cede away all their lands, and now become
incorporated with the whites.

You say, that " we must be sensible, that it will be impossible for

us to remain for any length of time in our present situation, as a
distinct society, or nation, within the limits of Georgia, or of any
other state, and that such a community is incompatible with your
system, and must yield to it; and, that we must either cease to be a
distinct community, and become, at no distant period, a part of the
state within whose limits we are, or remove without the limits of any
state;'* and that *' it remains for the Cherokee Nation to decide for

itself, whether it will contribute most to their own welfare and hap-
piness for them to retain their present title to titcir lands, and remain
where they are, exposed to the discontent of Georgia, and the pi es-

sure of her citizens, or to cede it to the United States, for Georgia,
at a fair price, to be paid, either in other lands, beyond the Mis-
sissippi, or in money." Sir, to these remarks we beg leave to

observe, and to remind you, that tlie Cherokees are not foreigners,

but original inhabitants of America; and that they now inhabit and
stand on the soil of their own territory, and that the limits of their

territory are defined by the treaties wiiich they have made with the
Government of the United States; and that the states, by which they
are now surrounded, have been created out of lands which were once
theirs; and that they cannot recognize tlie sovereignty of any state,

within the limits of their territory. Confiding in the good faith of
the United States, to respect their treaty stipulations with the Che-
I'okee Nation, we have no hesitation m saying, that the true interest,

prosperity, and happiness of our nation, dv'uiands their permanency
where they are, and to retain iheir present title to their lands. In
doing so we cannot see, in the spirit of liberality, honor, magnani-
mity, equity, and justice, how they can be exposed to the discontent

of Georgia, or the pressure of her citizens. An extent of teiritory

twice as lai'ge, west of the Mississippi, as the one now occupied by
the Cherokees, east of that river, or all the money now in the coffers

of your Treasury, v.ould be no inducement for the nation to exchange,
or to sell their country. It rests with the interest, the disposition,

and the free consent of tlie nati.)n/ to remain as a separate commu-
nity, or to enter into a treaty wilh tlie United States, for admission
as citizens, under the form of a tcs-ritorial or state governmerit: and
we can only say, that the situation of the nation is not suflicienly

o
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improved in the arts of civilizecl life, to warrant any change at pre-

Bent. Therefore, the subject must be left for our j)nsterity to deter-

miuc for themselves, whenever the whole nation shall have been

completely and fully civilized, and shall have possessed the arts and

sciences.

"With considerations of high respect and esteem^

We have the honor to be, sir,

Your very obedient humble servants,

JOHN ROSS,
GEO. LOWREY,
MAJOR RIDGE, j^.
ELIJAH HIGKS.

Hon. John C. CALHouif.

Department of War,

17th February, 1824.

Sir: I am directed by the President of the United States, to en-

close for your information, copies of a comniunicatiort from the

Cherokee delegation, now at this place, the answer of 'hil Jepart-

ment to their communication, and their repl}', by wiiich ^ou will

perceive that the nation is very adverse to making any additional

cessions to the United States,

I avail myself of the opportunity to assure you that it will afford

the President much pleasure to adopt any measure in his power,

which may tend to the fulfilment of the convention with the state of

Georgia, with the least possible delay. With this view, he >\ould

be gratified to receive the aid of your opinion on a subject so inter=

esting to the state over which you preside.

I have the honor, &c. &c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
His Excellency George M. Tboup,

J^IiUedgeville, Geo.

Executive Department, Georgia,

JtlilledgevillCf ^Bth February , 1824.

Sir: T received this day, your letter of the 17th instant. Be
pleased to present to the Pi-esidcnt my acknowledgments, for the at-

tention which he has given to the lequisition of Georgia, and espe-
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cia1Iy» for the manifestation of his sincere desire to adopt any mea-
sure in his power which may tend to the fulfilment of the conventioQ
with the state of Georgia, with the leas* possible delay.

In compliance with his wishes, I hasten to lay before him my
views and expectations, as connected with this fulfilment. In your
effort to open a negotiation with the Cherokee deputation for extin-

guishment of claims, you are met by a fiat negative to two fair and
liberal propositions. The fii-st, to purchase for valuable considera-

tion in money. The second, to accommodate them with equivalent

territory, in favorable situations beyond the Mississippi. Unreason-
able as the answer has been, my mind was fully prepared for such a
one. It had been made known to me, some time before, that a coun-
cil had been formed in the nation, for the special purpose of coming
to the resolution, that the state of Geoigia should never acquire, for

any consideration, another acre of Cherokee land, either through
the agency of the United States, or otherwise; and, in conformity
with this resolution, all the measures were preconcerted, to enabW
the chiefs to present themselves before the President, with a boldness
bordering on effrontery, and to receive this first advance to negotia-

tion with the emphatic No! A word easily pronounced, but, in this

instance, most unadvisedly. Not the spontaneous offspiing of Indian
feeling and sentiment, but a word put into his mouth by white men,
who are nourished and protected by the power of the United States,

who have no common interest or sympathies with those whom they
instigate to use it; and who, fixed upon the soil almost without metes
or bounds, regard it as a goodly heiitage for their descendants,
which no power or limit can take away.
From the day of the signatui-e of the articles of agreement and

cession, this word ceased to be available to the Indians for any per-

manent interest of their own. From that day, the power of protes-

tation, which they have so recently interposed, departed from them,
and could never be used, but for a little delay, or for a better bar-
gain. On that day, the fee simple passed from the rightful propri-

etors to Georgia, and Georgia, after a lapse of twenty years, de-

mands nothing of the competent authority, but the amotion of the
tenants in possession—the answer is not only No! but nevei*! and is

this a fit and proper one to be given to the people of Georgia, who
have endured so long and so patiently? who have parted with an
empire for a song; who huve waited to see the United States reim-
bursed all their expenses, and a nett revenue flowing into their cof-

fej-s, from the land which was their biith-right? A people who, hav-
ing made a little reservation for themselves by compact, are now
told, in answer to their just and reasonable demands, that this

compact is only conditional, depending for its fulfilment on the
will and pleasure of the Indians; that the primitive aboriginal rights

are such now, as they were before the discovery of tlie country,
and that, if Georgia wants land, the United States have enough
in Florida, or elsewhere, to give her. H(»w is this insult to be re-

pelled, proceeding as it does, from the polluted lips of outcasts and
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vat^aboiuls, wlio make the chiefs the instruments of reiterating it at

Washiiifi^ton? No, Sir, this trick of vulgar cunning, is (mly to be

met by the firmness and dignity which become the United States' Go-
vernment; wliicli it has never fiiiled to manifest on every occasion

calling for it, and which he who is the special depositai-y of these

sacred qualities, has always displayed to so much advantage to iiis

high office and to tlie country. The Indians must be made to un-

derstand that no talks will be listened to, but such as pi-oceed from
councils strictly Indian in character and composition; that the com-
pact with Georgia is a very different instrument from that which has
been represented to them; that, by it, the word of the United States

is passed, and that nothing can redeem it but the cession of all the

lands within her limits; tiiat the time has come, when, to postpone

tiiis reden)j)tion, would be essentially a breach of faith, of which
the United States will never permit heiself to be suspected; that,

cotisulting the comfort and hai)piness of the Indians alone, the Unit-

ed States have omitted to press tliis measure upon them, until the

very last hour; that, the United States have made sacrifices for In-

dian interest, and will expect some small ones from the Indians in

return; that, if they desired civilization, nothing is more consist-

ent with it, than concentration; and that, witliout regard to acqui-

sition of territory for her own benefit, the United States have acted

on this principle from the beginning, as a fundamental one in their

system of improvement; that, beyond the limits of Georgia, and
within the territory proper of the United States, there are lands

enough for the Clierokees and all their generations to come, of

which the United States possess the full and absolute dominion,

where they may sit down in quiet and peaceful enjoyment, and
where none can come to make them afraid; that, on the other hand,

if, tired of the arts of civilization, they will betake themselves to

their old pursuits, you have liiade a fair and liberal offer of wilderness

enough, abounditig in game, where the white man will not speedi-

ly come to trespass or annoy; that, in presenting tliese honorable

overtures, you are actuated by a sincere regaid to Indian inter-

est; that, in the rejection of both, you can perceive nothing but an
nnfriendly spirit; and, that, finally, if they persevered in this rejec-

tion, the consequences are inevitable

—

1st, That you must assist the Georgians in occupying the country

which is their own, and which is unjustly withheld from tliem; or,

2dly, in resi^ting the occupation, to make war upon, and shed the

blood of your biothers and friends.

Having said so much, it remains only to advert to the other topics

contained in your letter to the Iiulian delegation, and for these, a

word will suffice. 1st, The reservation of a part of our territory

for the settlement of the Indians. 2dly, Their incorporation into,

and amalgamation v\it!i, our society. As to the first, the answer is,

the articles of agreemetit having made no provision for such reser-

vation, none can be made without the consent of Georgia, and that

Geoigia will never give her assent to any, without an equivalent (if
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she would with one) is absolutely certain. With regard to the se-

cond proposition^ tlie answer is, that if such a scheme were practi-

cable at all, the utmost of rights and privileges which piiblit; opin-

ion woulil concede to Indians, would fix them in a middle station,

between the negro and the white man; and, that, as long as they

survived t>iis degradation, without the possibility of attaining the

elevation of the latter, they would gradually sink to the condition of

the former—a point of degeneracy behiw which they could not fall;

it is likely, before they reached this, their wretchedness would find

relief in broken hearts. Most assuredly, nothing will contribute so

essentially to that; scanty share of human happiness which is left

them, as their concentration and insulation, where, having enough
for the wants of agriculture, they will, in their seclusion, afford no
pretext for the intrusions or annoyances of the white man.

Thus, frankly, in compliance with the request of the President,

I submit to him my general views on this interesting subject. Thus,
frankly, I will deem it my duty to submit them to the Legislature

of the state; they are sucli, no doubt, as have already suggested

themselves; they seem to me, the only ones which the attitude as-

sumed by the Indians, will suffer us to entertain. I am sorry I can-

not support them by matter of fact infoj-mation of official character;

to me this is impossible. I can only say, generally, that, among
men, best informed on Cherokee affairs, the minds of a majority of

the nation are well prepared to receive your proposition for removal.

In conclusion, I must state, not only my hope, hut my conviction,

that the President will perceive, in every movement on our part, in

relation to tliis business, a sincere desire to harmonise with the

Union; to maintain peace and tranquillity with the Indians, until

longer forbearance will cease to be a virtue; in fact, to lend our-

selves, as we have always done, heart and hand, to the support of

every wise and virtuous administration of the General Government.
But, the President will at the same time consider, that Georgia has

a deep stake in the prompt decision of the present question. Of all

the old states. Georgia is the only one whose political organization

is incomplete; her civil polity is deranged; her military force can-
not he reduced to systematic order and subordination; the extent of

her actual resources cannot be counted; the great work of internal

improvement is suspended, and all, because Georgia is not in the

possession of her vacant territory; a territory, waste and profitless

to the Indians, profitless to the United States; but, in possession of

the rightful owner, a resource of strength, of revenue, and of union.

Whilst you present to the President my respects, be pleased to ac-

cept for yourself, the ofler of my high consideration for the part you
have taken in this transaction.

G. M. TROUP.
Honorable J. C. Calhoun,

Secretary of War,
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Depaktment of "Wak,

19//i February f 1824.

Gentlemen: I transmit, by direction of the President of the
United States, for the informaiion of the Georgia delegation, in Con-
gress, copies of a communication from the Cherokee delee.ition, now
at this place, the answer of the Department to their communication,
and their reply.

I have the honor, &c.
J. C. CALHOUN.

To the Hon. John Elliott, and the Hon. John Forsyth,
and the other genUemeii composing the Georgia delega-

tion in Congress,

Copy of a letterfrom the Georgia Delegation in Co7igress»

The President of the United States:
The Secretary of War has addressed to the gentlemen compos-

ing the Georgia Delegation to Congress, copies of the extraordinary
documents furnished by persons who are called the Cherokee Delega^

lion. As this is believed to be the first instance in which a diplomat-
ic correspondence has been held with Indian hizfst and in which
they have been addressed by the Dei)artmentof War, in the same terras

with those used to the representation of a state, it b'Tomes a subject of

inquiry in what light the Cherokees are at present viewed by the

Government of the United States. If as an independent nation, to bo
treated with by all the forms of diplomatic respect, the negotiation

with them should be transferred the to Department of State, and will,

no doubt, be preceded by a proper examination into their authoi'ity

to speak for the Cherokee tribe on matters affectirjg its prosperity

and existence. If to be viewed as other Indians, as persons suffered

to reside within the territorial limits of the United States, and subject

to every restraint which the policy and power of the General Govern-
ment require to be imposed upon them, for the interest of the Union,
the interest of a particular state, and their own preservation, it is

necessary that these misguided men should be taught by the General
Government, that there is no alternative between their removal be-

yond the limits of the state of Georgia and their extinction. The
Government of the United States will deceive them grossly, if they
are led to believe that, at this day, their consent is necessary to the

fulfilment oHts obligations to the state of Georgia. Their will must
yield to the pai-amount duties of the General Government to itself,

and to each member of the confederacy. The Cherokees allege (if, in-

deed, the representation made, is made with their authority,) that they

are resolved neither to leave nor sell the lands on which they reside,

lands which belong to the state of Georgia; over which Georgia did

claim sovereignty until the adoption of the Federal Constitution, and

/
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over which she will exercise her powers, whenever any administration

the Geuei al Government resolves to fix permanently upon tiiem, any
persons who are not^ and whom she will never suflfer to become, her

citizens. The doctrines of the General Government, sanctioned by
the highest tribunals, vindicate the claim ot Georgia to the ownership

of the soil. The Indians are simp!}' occupants, tenants at will,

incapable of transferring even their naked possessiojj, except through

the instrumentality of the United States, to the slate of Georgia.

A.vare of the tenure by vxhich their temporary possession is held,

their head men have sought in many instances to secure from the

United Slates a title to the soil itself. Stipulations have been entered

into by the General Government, equally contradictory to the riglits

of Georgia, and the obligations of the United States. Stiprilations,

however, which show that the General Government have the ac-

knowledged right to transfer the possession of the Cherokee lands to

the state of Georgia. The power which takes from the Cherokee
tribe a portion of sm!, to confer it ou a Cherokee Chief, under a differ-

ent tenure, can rightfully take fjom the Cherokee nation for the bene-

fit of a state.

It is with deep concern that the necessity is felt of pressing upon the

General Government the considerations that are due to its charac-
ter for good faith in its contracts with a member of the Union.
Since the year 1802, implicit reliance has been placed in the General
Government, and the just expectation has been indulged, that in the

execution of its high duties, the Executi\e administration would
canfiill_y and sieadil)^ pursue the object for which the faith of the

Union was pledged; the peaceable extinguishment^ on reasonable teruis,

of ihc Indian title to all the lands within the territorial limits of
Georgia. In 1817, the {)ublic deciHrati^n of the President to Con-
gress, tliat an arra^'jrtMnent had been made, by which, in exchange for

' lanU.<! b^^^^orsd the Mississippi, agieaJ part, if not the whole of the

lands possessed by the Cherokee tribe, eastward of that river, in the

states of North Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia, and in the territo-

ry of Alabama, would be soon acquired, gave a just expectation that

the national pledge given to Georgia would be redeemed. In the
eight years which have succeeded, these anticipations of the President
have been realized every where but in Georgia. The successive

purchases made since that period, have crowded the Cherokees out of

Tenuessee, Alabama, and ISorth Carolina, almost altogether into

Georgia; and the terms upon which they have been made, have creat-

ed all the diificuities now encountered in the peaceful acquisition, on
reasonable terms, of the lands upon which the Cherokees are now per-

mitted to remain: difficulties which are every hour increasing, from
the policy pursued by the General Government. It is, with all due re-

spect, a subject of serious inquiry, what produced the extraordinary
change in *he wishes of the Cherokee tribe, as expressed in the treaty of

1817? How it happened that the Cherokees oiih&upper towns, most
of whom were without the limits of Georgia, and who desired to be

pernaaaently fixed on the lands upon which they then lived, were in-
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iliiced, in 1819, to abandon their desi,j;ns, and many of them to become
inhabitants of the region heyond the Mississippi, while the Cherokees
of the lower towns (most of them rviihinihe state of Georgia.) anxious-

ly desiring to remove in 1817, were, in 1819, tempted to remain,
and filled with the desire of a permanent establishment there? The
same exei'lions which jjroduced this, can effect another change; can
induce the remnant still in the limits of Georgia, to follow their

brethren to the west, to a territory which the General Government
can rightfully bestow upon them as a temporary or permanent,
property, without interfering with the right, or encroaching upon the

sovereignty, of any state. Argument is not necessary to show, that

a power which interposes obstacles to the accomplishment of its own
promises, violates its faitli; and that, to plead the impossibility to

perform an engagement, when that impossibility is pi'oduced by
those who engaged to perform it, would be equally dishonorable and
hypociitical. The President is probably not aware that the United
States will be liable to such accusations, if the present moment is

suffered to pass without a full compliance, on their part, with the

obligation of the treaty of cession of 1802. What has created tlie

•strong desire of the Cherokee Indians to remain ^vhere they are?

The policy of the General Governmentj the pretended guaranties of

their possessions; the attempted changes in the nature of their titles

to them; the lessons received from their masters in the arts of civilized

life; the acquisition of property, and the desire of extending and
securing it; a policy just and generous to the Indians, bat solely at

the expense of a member of the Union; at war, not less \n ith the

rights of that member of the Union, than with the solemn prouiises of

the General Goveinment. The United States have the sanje right

to colonize a tribe of Indians from tlie Columbia or Red River, in

Georgia, as they have to pursue a system of policy whose aim or end
shall be the permanency of the Uhcrokees within that state.

If the Cherokees are unwilling to remove, the ccnises of that unwil-

lingness are to be traced to the United States. If a peaceable pur-

chase cannot be made in the ordinary mode, nothing remains to be

done but to order their removal to a designated territory, beyond the

limitsof Georgia, and giving an ample equivalent for the territory left

by them, and an ample support to the territory granted to them. An
order of this kind will not be disregarded by the Cherokee tribe, whose

interest will be essentially promoted by a compliance with it, (what-

ever may be the effect of it upon a few chief men, who seem to consider

their own interest as separate and distinct from that of their brethren,)

as it must be obvious, that a tranquil and undistui'bed possession of

a permanent pro|)erty, can alone enable them to acquire the arts of

civilized life, and to secure to them its benefits.

Our duty is performed by remonstrating against the policy hereto-

fore pursued, by which the interests of Georgia have been disregarded,

to the accomjjlishment of otiier objects of general interest; and a

compliance with a solenni promise postponed, for the acquisition of

territory for the General Government; and by insistingy as we do.
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most earnestly, upon an immediate fulfilment of the obligations of the

articles of Cession, concluded in 1802, as the only means by wbicli

justice can be done to the state we represent, and the character of the

General Government be vindicated.

N. WARE, j
JOEL ABBOT,
GEO. GARY,
THOS. W. COBB,
W. CUTHBERT.
JOHN FORSYTH,
WILEY THOMPSON, J

I'P'ashington, March 10, 1824.

J.ELLIOTT,
, ^ ,' ' Senators.

•U OS

k '=^ 2?> 9j ?»
J- •-»

F.

Copy of a letter from C. Kingsbury to the Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C. May 2, 1816.

Sir : Perhaps I have already intruded too much upon your time.

The probability that I shall not see the Secretary, before the sum to

be placed at the disposal of Col. Meigs is speciiied, is my apology for

this communication. If it was an application for a favor merely

personal, I should be inexcusable for ti'oubling you in this way.

I have no doubt of the disposition of the Secretary of War, or of the

President, to favor my object, so far as their acquaintance with it

will enable them to confide in the wisdom of the design, and in the

skill and fidelity with which it will be executed. I only regret that

I have not been able to state more fully the motives which influenced

the very respectable society, in whose employ I have the honor to

serve, to adopt measures for the instruction of the Indians, and w hich

influenced my own mind to engage in their service. It was my design

to have stated them while at the President's, but a suitable opportu-

nity did not appear to be presented.

The settlement of this country by our forefathers has, in various

ways, proved disastrous to the natives, notwithstanding the laudable

exertions, both by the Government and by individuals, to counteract

such a result. Very different have been the consequences to ourselves.

Considering the relation in which we now stand to these people, it

has appeared to be not only a dictate of humanity, and a duty enjoined

by the Gospel, but an act of justice, to adopt efficient measures for

extending to them the distinguished blessings which we enjoy; and

that this is a duty binding on individuals, as well as on the Govern-

ment. To accomplish this object, no measure appeared so likely to

succeed, as to begin with the instruction of the rising generation. It

was believed that the exertions which the Government are making to

7
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civilize the Indians could not be better aided, than by establishing

schools.
*

The subject has also been viewed in its connexion with national

interest, and national happiness. It is equally the dictate of sound
reason, and the result of past experience, that kind and benevolent

exertions to instruct the Indians have a most powerful influence to

gain their confidence, and secure their friendship. Probably nq
other means could be so successfulJy employed, to prevent the re-

currence of expensive and bloody Indian w ars, and to give permanent
security to our frontier settlements.

These are some of the considerations whicli formed the ground of

the present application to Government. It was believed that, when
the design was understood, it would receive the cordial approbation

of the Executive, and a liberal patronage, so far as it could be con-

veniently granted.

It is not requested that any appropriation should be made for my
support, or for the support of any person who may be employed in

the school : but that it should be appropriated to the erection of suit-

able buildings, and to the p\n*chase of such mechanical instriuncrits,

and implements of husbandry, as may render the establishment re-

spectable and useful. The appropriations to be made through the

hands, and at the discretion, of the Government agent.

Whether it will be best to have one or two large schools, or a

number of small ones, must be determined by circumstances. It is

only w ished that that mode may be adopted, which will be most useful.

I observed, that this w as not an application for a favor merely per-

soiial. Mr. Crawford will not suppose that I can have any pecuniary

interest to promote by the object. But, as it is an object in which I

have embarked with every thing that is dear to me in this life, I must

be supposed to feel a peculiar solicitude for its success. I hope the plan

that will be adopted, and pursued, will meet the approbation of every

enlightened and benevolent man.
With these brief and hasty remarks, I cheerfully submit the resuti

to your decision.

With sentiments of high respect and esteem,

Your humble servant,

C. KINGSBURY,

To the Hon. William H. Crawford,
Secretarij of War,

Department or War,

14th 3Iay, 1816.

Sir: Your letter of the 2d instant, upon the subject of establishing

scltools in the Cherokee nation, has been received.

The President approves of the undertaking, and will direct such

aid to be given as the laws will permit.
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In the first instance, the agent will be directed to erect a com-
fortable school house, and another for the teacher and such as may
board witii him, in such part of the nation as shall be selected for
that purpose. He will, also, be directed to furnish two ploughs, six
hoes, and as many axes, for the purpose of introducing the art of
cultivation among the pupils. Whenever he is informed that female
children arc received and taught in the school, and that a female
teaclier has been engaged, capable of teaching them to spin, weave,
and sew, a loom and half a dozen spinning wheels, and as many pair
of cards will be furnished. He will be directed, from time to time,
to cause other school houses to be erected, as they shall become ne-
cessary, and as the expectation of ultimate success shall justify the
expenditure.

The houses thus erected, and the implements of husbandry and of the
mechanical arts, which shall be furnished, will remain public proper-
ty, to be occupied and employed for the benefit of the nation. If the
persons who are about to engage in this enterprize should abandon
it, the buildings and utensils which shall have been furnished, may
be occupied by any other teachers of good moral character.
The only return which is expected by the President is an annual

report of the state of the school, its progress, and future prospects.
This report should present the mode of teaching, and the deviations
from that practised in civilized life, which experience will render ne-
cessary. Should you succeed according to your expectations, it is

probable that the attention of Congress will be attracted to the sub-
ject, and that the means of forwarding your beneficent views will be
more dii-ectly and liberally bestowed by that enlightened body.

I have, &c.

\VM. H. CRAWFORD.
Rev. Ctrtjs Kii^gsbuiit.

The Secretary of Jfar to Gov. Joseph McMiniu

Department op War,

December 2, 1817'.

Sir: On the further consideration of your communication of the
1 3th instant, the President has instructed me to request that you
would remain in the Cherokee nation, at least until the return of
Mr. Meigs, provided it may be compatible with your other avooca-
tions, and that you would take the entire control and direction of all

matters in relation to the late treaty, and, in particular, as it re-
lates to the removal of the Indians to the Arkansaw, and the delivery
of the articles promised to such ofthem as do remain. If the instruc-
tions which have been given by Mr. Meigs to the sub-agents, in rela-
tion to these objects, are inadequate or defective, you will give such
additional ones as you may deem proper.
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The great importance which is attached to the removal of the Che-

rokces to the Arkansaw, must be the apology for making tliis request

of you.

I have the honor, &c.

GEORGE GRAHAM,
Gov. Joseph McMinn, Knoxville, Tennessee,

Department or "War,

Jiarc/i 16, 1818.

Sir: This day the Arkansaw delegation propose to leave \Vash=

ington, on their return. I trust that the reception which they have

mel with, will be found calculated to have a most favorable effect on
tlie great object which the Government has in view, that of moving
the Cherokee nation to the West of the Mississippi, which, in its

probable effects, will lead ultimately to the removal of the Creeks,

Chickasaws, and Choctaws. The delegation has been gratified in all

of their wishes. By the President's speech, a copy of which will be

presented to you by Mi*. Houston, you will see that he has ex-

pi-essed the kindest wishes towards the emigrants; and has determin-

ed to extend to tliem a supply of corn, to prevent any distress by so

many emigrating at once. He leaves the distribution of rifles to

your discretion. He has promised to Col. Glass his island rn Tennes-
see river, which is reported to be very inconsiderable in size, say 18

or 20 acres. It is the desire of the President, that you should obtain

such infoi'mation as may be in your power, as to its position, extent,

and value, and report it to this Department. By the direction of the

President very considerable presents were distributed to the delega-

tion. To Tonlontousky Si 000, and to each of the others gSOO.

This will, no doubt, have important effects in aiding the operations

now going on. In fact, I trust that your excellency will see in all

that has been done, the zeal with which this Department, under the

direction of the President, has entered into the execution of the late

treaty, which contains stipulations so important to Tennessee and
the rest of the Union.
A few days since, I received your Excellency's two letters of the

l£th and 13th of last month, and I am much gratified to see with

what spirit the emigration has commenced. The necessity of supply-

ing the emigrants with food, you will see, by the President's speech,

has been anticipated. Tlie amount to be supplied, and the mode, is

left to your judgment, as the President feels the greatest confidence in

your zeal and discretion. It is possible that the advance in corn

or corn meal, might, in many instances, be made a set off against im-

provements which are to be ascertained under the treaty. If any ar-

rangement can be made of that kind, without giving offence, it would
be desirable, as it will cause the appropriation to be made by Con-
gress to go much farther. Congress will be asked to appropriate
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55 » and it is the wish of the President that you should have the

whol« under your discretion, and that you give it such a direction as

you may judge most advisable. Your excellency will, as soon as

the appropriation is made, be notified of the amount, and vested with
full powers to make any arrangement that you may judge best to ef-

fect the object in view.

The meeting of the Cherokees, according to your suggestion, is

thought to be important, and Mr. Meigs w ill be instructed to call them
together, at such times as you may deem best. It is important that

the Arkansaw delegation should be present. The address of the

President to the delegation, of which a number of copies have been
printed, will evince to the nation, w hen assembled, the wishes and in-

tentions of the President.

The two questions which your excellency proposes, in your letter of

the loth, have both been considered, and I entirely concur with you
in respect to both. The Cherokee who may take a reservation, and
should afterwards surrender it. will have a common right with his

brethren on the Arkansaw. The reservation of 640 acres will be

in full compensation of all his claims, and the United States will not
be bound to pay him for the remainder, or permit him to claim it as

his right.

The President will nominate to the Senate Brown and Young, to

take the Census of the Cherokees. Mr. Gillespie will be appointed

to appraise the improvements, I send a copy of tlie treaty, and a
copy of the claim of Col. Brown, in relation to which you will favor
this Department w ith your opinion.

You will continue to draw on this Department for such expendi-
tures as your measures may require.

I have, &c.

J. C. CALHOUN,
Gov. Joseph McMinx, Cherokee Agency.

Department of War,
May 11, 1818.

Sir: I have received your Excellency's letter of the 24th ultimo.

I have directed that the account of Robert Bell be admitted to your
credit.

As the President has manifested a great desire that you should have
the entire control of the execution of the late treaty with the Chero-
kees, I would prefer that you continue to make the disbursements, un-

less it should prove very inconvenient to your Executive duties.

Should it be inconvenient for you, I hope your accounts may be set-

tled, without requiring your presence at the seat of government, every
aid to effect which w ill be afforded by this Department.

Eighty thousand dollars were appropriated to carry the treaty into

execution. The expenditures already made for that object, such as
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for boats, rides, the expense of the visit of the Arkansas delegation to

this place, amounting, in the whole, to about S2 1.255, togethej^with
Avliat you may have drawn for and disbursed yourself, being deduct-
ed, the balance will be applicable to the completion of such other ar-

rangements as you may think necessary to give effect to the treaty.

1 iiave the honor, ^c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
His Ex. Jos. MMi.viv,

Knoxvillc, Tenn.

Depaktment or ^Var.

Jidy 29, 1818.

Sir: By the last Western mail I received your Excellency's two
letters, of the 4th and 7th instant, with the accompanying documents.
Tliey exhibit a full view of the measures to which you have resorted

to carry into full effect theti'eaty with the Chrrokees, as well as the

obstacles which you have encountered. The zeal and discretion which
you have exhibited throughout the whole transaction, entitle you to

the thanks of the Government, and fully justify the confidence which
the President reposed in you.

The conduct of part of the Cherokee nation merits the severest cen-

sure. After the ratification of the treaty, resistance to its fair execu-

tion can be considered little short of hostility. The menaces offered to

those w ho choose to emigrate, or take reservations, cannot be tolerat-

ed. It is an open violation of the treaty, and will, in its final result,

not avail them any thing. The United States will not permit the

treaty to be defeated by such means. Those who choose to remain
are permitted to do so in quiet, and those who choose to emigrate

must be equally free. If any can benefit themselves and family by
emigration, why not permit them to depart? Such are the principles

which govern the United States in relation to its own citizens. Nor
can I suppose that those who make such violent opposition to the exe-

cution of the treaty are governed by a regard to the good of the na-

tion. Surrounded, as the Cherokees are, by the white population,

they arc in danger of perpetual collision with them; or, even if dis-

putes can be avoided, to fall under all that train of vice and misery to

which a savage people are doomed w hen they come into contact with

enlightened and civilized nations. It is in vain for the Cherokees to

hold the high tone which they do, as to their independence as a nation;

for daily proof is exhibited, that, were it not for the protecting arm of

the United States, they would become the victims of fraud and vio-

lence. If the opposers of the treaty are really the champions of the

independence of tiieir nation, they ought to be the advocates of emi-

gration to the Arkansaw. There their ch'm to independence would
be much better founded; and there, at a dv .*-.nce from us, they might.
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before the white population would crowd on them, acquire tlie arts of

civilized life, and become proper subjects of regular government.

The President, in order to add, as much as possible, to the perma-
nent prosperity of the Cherokees on the Arkansaw, has given them an
indefinite outlet to the west; which will continue their independence

as long as is practicable. 1 do not see what an intelligent Cherokee
has to hope, situated as his nation is, except in emigrating to the west,

or taking reservations, and settling down under the fostering protec-

tion of our laws. As our population grows dense around them, it will

be out of the power of the Government, itself, to protect them in their

present condition. The President, in the proposed change of tenito-

ry, consisted both their and our interest. On the Arkansaw every

effort will be made to render their condition happy, and to lead them
to the arts of civilized life. Their prospect, then, in every respect,

is much brighter than it would be on this side of the Mississippi, of

which fact they ought to be fully satisfied.

Your construction in relation to the reservations is correct. I

have examined with care the project of an arrangement which you
propose, to carry the treaty into effect. Such an arrangement accords
entirely with the views of the Government, if the assent of tiie Chero-
kees can be had to it. My fear would be, that, by presenting so bold

a scheme at once, you would augment the violence of the opposition,

and might endanger the fipial success of the measures which yoU have
been pursuing. This I merely suggest, for you must be much more
competent to judge, being on the spot, and being individually acquaint-

ed with their leading characters, than myself. You will, therefore,

continue to exercise your discretion as you have heretofore done, on
this as well as on all other points. If you think they can be brought
into the plan which you propose, the Government would not hesitate

to make the most liberal advance to the nation. I should think the

terms you propose moderate.

In compliance with your request, I have directed your project of an
arrangement to be copied, and will transmit it to you in the form of in-

structions, to be used if you should judge it expedient: but would not

advise the bringing them forward from the Government, unless you
should be confident of success. I have varied it as to the amount pro-
posed, which I have fixed at §100,000; but even that sum might be
considerably enlarged, if necessary to effect the arrangement. As to

the time of taking the census, you are the best judge. The longer it

can be fairly postponed the better for us; but I would not delay it in

the liopes of effecting all our objects, provided they will desist from
menaces, and an improper oijposition. I would state to them express-

ly, that, until they withdrew their improper opposition, the census
would not be taken.

I have, &c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
His Ex. Joseph M'Minn,

Murfreesboroughi Tenn.
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Department of War,
July 29th. 1818.

Sir: Mature reflection having convinced me that it would add
greatly to the interest of the United States, as well as to the Cherokee
nation, if the late treaty with them could be cai'iied into full eftect, by
inducing that nation either to take reservations, and become citizens

ofthe United States, or to emigrate to the Arkansaw, and enjoy that life

which is so agreeable to many ofthem, I have thought propei', through
you, to propose the enclosed arrangement, which if it should be atlopt-

ed, will render the execution of tlie treaty simple and easy. It is to

be hoped that the more intelligent part of the Cherokee nation will be
convinced that, surrounded as they are by the white population, it will

be impossible that they can continue long in their present condition,

without sustaining the greatest inconvenience; but they may still be
happy, by taking reservations, and putting themselves and posterity

under the protection of our laws, or by emigrating to a greater dis-

tance from our settlements. Both of these means are held out to

them. Those who are fond of their present state of society may emi-

grate witli advantage to a country which, in every respect, will suit

them much better; and those who wish for property and protection may
take reservations. Universal experience proves that a people, still in

a savage state, cannot reside in the immediate neighborhood of a civil-

ized nation without falling into a state of vice and misery. By re-

moving to the west, the Cherokee nation will obtain time, before tJiey

can be crowded by the whites, to become civilized, and capable of en-

joying the advantage of equal laws. The Government of tlie United

States will be still mindful of them in their new homes, and afford

them every means to render themselves happy. Reflection ought to

teach them that the arrangement would add much to their prosperity.

Let them reflect how nation after nation have sunk before the United

States, and they will see the necessity of coming into our views. You
will present these ideas to them, in the manner you may judge best

to cause them to be fully comprehended.
I have, &c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
His Ex. Joseph M'Minn.

Department of War,

December 29, 1818.

Sir: I have received your two letters of the 29th November, to-

gether with the papers detailing tlie proceedings at the last Council

of the Cherokee nation.

The tone of the nation has greatly altered. That high spirit of

independence which they assumed some months since, has subsided

into an acknowledgment of their dependance on the Government of



57 [ 63 ]

the United States, and whatever may have been their former oppo-
sition to the fair execution of the treaty, they appear now disposed to

act correctly. I do not now see any sufficient reason to delay the

taking of the census for which the treaty provides, and for the taking
of which, commissioners have already been appointed on our part.

You will, therefore, notify the Cherokees, (in order that they may
appoint a Commissioner,) that the census will be taken in June next;

or, if you should judge an earlier period practicable, at such time as
you may designate. The information must also be given to the

Cherokees on the Arkansaw, immediately, that they may have their

Commissioner appointed in time.

The rifles and other articles mentioned in your letters will be for-

warded immediately. The state of the Indian fund, and particular-

ly that for carrying the Cherokee treaty into effect, will not permit
arrangements so extensive as the establishment of the stores which
you suggest. If the President had acceded to the proposition, he
would have availed himself of your zeal and experience to carry it

into effect. The means of preserving the public stores, and prevent-

ing the intrusion of the white people are left to your discretion, which
I doubt not you will effect in the most judicious and economical
manner.

It is to be hoped that the effects of the measures which have been
pursued, will, in a few years, accomplish the object of the Govern-
ment. The number of the Cheiokees on the Arkansaw will be an-
nually increasing by emigration; and those who remain behind will

be compelled, from circumstances, to take reservations, and become
citizens.

I transmit a statement of the state of the appropriation to carry
the Cherokee treaty into effect. The balance that remains is small,

but I hope there will be no considerable deficit.

I have, &c.

J. C. CALHOUN.
Governor Joseph M*Minn.

Extract of a letter from Joseph McMinn, Esq. to George Graham,
Acting Secretary of War, dated

" Cherokee Agency, 29th December, 1817.

" In consequence of indisposition, I was compelled to request Mr.
Houston, Suh Agent, to acknowledge the receipt of your several fa-

vors of the 29th November, and 2d instant, and for the very honor-
able trust conferred. I beg leave to tender my sincre acknowledgments,
with a promise that nothing within my power shall be wantmg to

promote the best interest of my country.

I arrived at Highwassee garrison on the 6th instant; on the 8th, I

was notified that the Indians expressed a wish to hold a talk with
8
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me, on the 10th, at that place. In the course of which, I endeavored

to impress upon their minds the certainty of the ratification of the

late treaty, and urged, as a reason, that every article stipulated to

be given the emigrants, was then at that place, and ready for delivery,

and invited them to take a view of the property, as well those who
had made their election to stay, as those about to migrate. The
superior quality of the rifles, blankets, &c. hiui a \eiy pleasing effect

upon all present, each of whom was invited to give publicity to what
they had heard and seen.

I then recommended a meeting at the agency on the 19th, for the

purpose of issuing rifles, blankets, kettles, &c. and I received your
instructions on the iGth, which were so perfectly adapted to suit the

occasion, as to dispel every appearance of opj)osition, although two
very formidable plans had been laid to defeat the object. The first

was, that the Cherokee light horse should wrest the property from
the emigrants, which was to be given by the United States, and ap-

ply it to the satisfaction of debts contracted by the emigrants in the

year past; so soon as this project was communicated, I issued an
order, forbidding all such attempts, and declaring tiiat I would view

it in the light of hostility against the United Statf^s, and would
punish its perpetrators accordingly. Mr. Houston carried this order

into effect, with a promptitude, not less characteristic of his integrity,

than zeal for his country, by arresting the first offender, who return-

ed the property without a moment's hesitation. The course taken on
this occasion, had the happy effect of dispersing this band of legal

robbers. In the second place, a plan was laid to deprive nn of the

United States' Interpreter, for his friendly disposition towards the

emigrants, by not only threatening his removal from oflice, but his

life also."

Extract of a letterfrom Joseph McMimif Esq. to the Secretary of TfaVf

dated

" Knoxville, iSth January, ISIS,

"The Arkansaw delegation left here on the I6th instant, in good
health, and comfortably clothed, against the winter. I have received

an official letter from the Cherokee agency, dated the 12th instant,

every thing has been conducted entirely to my expectations. Sixteen

rifles, Si,c. have been issued in my absence up to the date referred to,

and I have this moment received a verbal message from Col. Meigs,
since his arrival at the agency, stating that he was not more pleas-

ed, than astonished, to find the natives so harmoniously engaged in

preparing to remove, and that he was about furnishing provisions

for the emigrants, spoken of in my last to you, who were on the

verge of setting out."
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Eocfrad of a letterfrom Joseph McMinn, Esq. to the Secretary of TVar,

datedfJune 8, 1818.

*'I will now proceed to give you an outline of passing events, since

the date ofmy last. Col. Meigs and myself notified the whole Chero-
kee nation, in due time, and in a manner expressive of every mark
of attention on behalf of the Government, by each of us addressing a

letter to the king (Path Killer,) and Charles Hicks, which were for-

warded by the sub-agentj and the shameful abuse they have made of

those civilities, demand an explicit disclosure. On the receipt of

these letters, they summoned the chiefs of fourteen towns, who, in

council, resolved, that your communication should pass without giv-

ing it further notice; and, with a view further to stamp their enmity
against the Government, they actually employed runners, with or-

ders to threaten the lives of those who would attend at the agency,
and, I am sorry to add, that their efforts were marked with only too

great success; indeed, the course could not fail to produce that ef-

fect, as their means were applied to the hostile and ignorant band
spoken of in my letter, on the subject of calling them together; though,
out of the very few who attended from that quarter, I was able to

give a very good account, and out of the whole who attended, I en-

rolled 223 families for emigration, and 56 for reservations during
our talk; in fact, my anticipations were realized in that, nearly all

who attended, evinced a strong disposition to promote the views of

the Government,"

Extract of a letterfrom Joseph McMinn, Esq. to the Secretary of PFar,

dated

"Cherokee Agency, 13th J^o-oemher, 1818.

intpndpd tliis Ipttpr in PTPtnnlifv in fanmp i\pirfi**Although T only intended this letter to exemplify in some degree

the course which led to those late demands on the Treasury, I will

nevertheless state, that the most numerous and respectable council

that has been assembled for many years in this nation, is now sit-

ting, with the king at their head; and on yesterday, I occupied their

attention by reading sundry extracts from your letters, the object of
which was, to exhibit the powers with which I am vested, as well as

to shew that you had approved of the measures I had adopted, and
in conclusion, read the new plan for carrying the treaty into effect,

which had been previously copied, except the clause which you add-
ed, fixing the sum to be given, on the part of the United States,

which will be kept entirely out of view, until they agree to enter in-

to the arrangement."
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[extract.]

Cherokee Agency, JVov. 29, 1818.

Sir: The meeting of the Cherokees here, which I mentioned to you
in my letter, 13th ifistaiit, was adjourned last evening, and at pre-

sent 1 have only time to give you a hasty sketch of the proceedings;

the balance will be forwarded by next mail, which will exhibit the

precise course taken on the part of the United States, as well as that

of the Cherokees.

I proposed the sum you named, (8100,000,) as ir demnity for their

removal That was roundly objected to by the Council I then pro-

posed 8200,000; 850,000 payable in three months, the balance to be

paid in fifteen annual instalments of 810,000 each; which was re-

jected by the Council in like manner. I then, with a view to fore-

close them from making any charges against the Government on the

subject of the enumeration, proposed, that, upon their passing a vote

of public censure, in open Council, against such of their officers as

had violated the treaty by threatening or using violence against the

Arkansas emigrants, and by issuing a national proclamation, forbid-

ding such measures in futuie, that the United States would agree to

take the census, in the manner stipulated by treaty, without further

delay.

This proposition was founded on the last clause of your letter of

the 29th of July last; and although in itself so very reasonable, was,

nevertheless, rejected; and to that they added a public declaration,

stating, in the most positive manner, that their conduct towards the

United States had not been such as to warrant the slightest charge

of opposition to the execution of the treaty, or unfriendly treatment

towards the emigrants.

Upon these declarations we joined issue, and my first defence was
bottomed upon their official acts; and, secondly, 1 exhibited charges

against one of the members of the National Committee, for violence

used against Captain Starr, who was then in the employment of the

United States. Many attempts were made to palliate the charge;

and, ultimately, the Council seemed determined to avoid coming to a

decision, which compelled me to demand, in the name of the Presi-

dent of the United States, an avowal, or disavowal, of the charges;

and that step alone produced the removal of the officer, and, conse-

quently, placed the United States upon quite eligible ground, which

I occupied with the utmost energies of my mind, and succeeded, to a

very great extent, in satisfying those present, that all restrictions of

every denomination against the Arkansas people and friends of Go-

Ternment, had entirely subsided; and 1 called upon the King, and all

his \\'arriors in Council, to bear witness of the friendly disposition

manifested by the Council on this occasion, and to use their best en-

deavors to satisfy the minds of their people, who were not present, of

all that had taken place.

Having disclosed the most unftiendly features in the late negotia-

tion, I will proceed to state the progress we have made in bringing
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about an exchange of countries, from the 20th December, 1817, up to

this date, which, 1 flatter myself, will evince not only the practicabi-

lity, but certainty, of its completion, in a much shorter period than
the most sanguine could have anticipated when the treaty was entered

into; though it certainly will require great attention on the part of

the Government, and considerable expenditure of treasuj'e.

1 have the pleasure to state, that 718 families have been enrolled

for emigration since the above date; and, astonishing as it may ap-

pear, 289 of that number have been enrolled since the 20th of last

month. These, with 146 families who have made reservations, make
an aggregate of 864 families who have relinquished their claim to

land east of the Mississippi. When we add these to the population

settled on the Arkansas previous to the date of the treaty, I believe

"we may safely conclude that we have one-half of the Cherokee popu-
lation on our side.

I am, &c.

JOS. MCMINN.
Hon. J. C. CAiHouif,

Secretary of War,

Extract of a Letterfrom Joseph McMinn, Esq- to the Secretartj of War,
dated

"Cherokee Agency, Q9th JVovemher, 1818.

** In my farewell address to my Cherokee brothers, I brought to

their view the steady course of opposition which they had pursued
against the measures of the administration, and added to that, their

declaration of independence, from which I concluded, by saying that,

they had forfeited their right to protection from the United States,

and, in consequence of which, I v\ould discharge the troops, and leave

their future movements to the President of the United States.

This course was adopted to convince them of the impropriety of
their conduct, in opposing the recommendations which the President

and yourself had made, a>:d with the expectation that little or no in-

jury would result, until the pleasure of the President could be known."

Cherokee Agency, December 8, 1818.

Sir: Agreeable to the promise ccntained in my last letter, I do
myself the honor to forward copies of the correspondence between
the Cherokee council, and myself, at our last meeting. In addition
to the reasoning set forth in those papers, I sj)ent much time, and
employed every energy of my mind, in placing their true situation
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before tJiem. And to prove how far I have succeeded, 1 will state,

tliat the King, who tarried three days after his wari'iors had sepa-

rated, assured me, that, in a private interview between him and my-
self, to use his own words, the light which I had communicated to

him was so strong, that he could very easily see the path in which
his father wished him to go; and that he would have a talk with
his own people in ten nights, for the purpose of sending a deputation

to see his father, who should possess full power to settle every thing

according to his father's wishes.

That talk takes place to-morrow, at the house of the Prince Re-
gent, (Charles Hicks,) and to convince them further of their folly,

in endeavoring to retain their savage customs, circumstanced as they

now are, I have forwarded a copy of the President's communica-
tion to Congress, which I have no doubt will have a good effect. It

is confidently believed here, that a deputation will be forwarded, and
with me it is not less certain, they will put a final period to an ex-

change of countries, upon the terms proposed.

In fact, there is none amongst them so ignorant as not to see

clearly, that the views of Government are every day gaining strength,

and cannot longer be resisted with effect. Withholding protection, as

stated in my last, connected with an expected establishment of pub-

lic stores, have produced more conviction than almost every thing

else. I have set on foot a speculation of great interest to the United

States, in relation to paying for improvements, which is considered

equally so to the emigrants, amongst whom the greatest friendship

exists, not only with themselves, but towards the Government, who,

they most ardently wish, may continue to superintend the entire exe-

cution of the treaty.

I will do myself the pleasure to write you by next, which will pass

for eight days.

With sentiments of sincere esteem.

Your obedient servant,

JOSEPH M'MINN.
Hon. John C. Calhoun,

Secretary of War,

MuRFREESBORo', Ten. Januartj 26, 1819.

Sir: As it has become impracticable for me to attend at the City

with the Cherokces, I trust it will not be unacceptable for me to

transmit to you some of the views which I expected to have explained

in a persosal interview.

Hicks may justly be ranked as the standard of opposition to the

execution of the treaty. In fact, he is their principal legislator and

sole judge; and, in every measure, commands the esteem and confi-

dence of all that part of tlie Nation. His mind has, however, under-

gone a considerable change; insomuch as to be visible to many who
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attended tlielast conferences: and this change is to be accounted for,

in a great degree, by the loss which the Nation sustained, in the se-

lection I made of those persons named in my report of the 24th in-

stant. The remark will particularly apply to Walker, Adair, and
Taylor; the latter having been in the employment of the United
States for some time, in attending to the delivery of corn to the Ar-
kansaw settlers, and more particularly in exploring the Arkansaw
country, with which he professes to be greatly pleased, and has given
his friends every reason to believe that he w ill remove. The under-
standing connected with his withdrawing, together with Walker and
Adair, from the National Council, has been of the most signal ser-

vice to the United States; and the selection of Walker and Taylor,
as two of their chiefs, on the present occasion, can be accounted for

in no other way, than as a measure calculated to reconcile them to the

General Government, in the distribution of its favors.

With me, they have always urged, as I presume they will w ith you,
a division of their country, by which those who did not choose to re-

move, skould be permitted to remain in the full exercise of all their

savage customs during their pleasure. But all applications of this

kind being entirely inadmissible, I have met every advance with the
most positive refusal, alleging that, by the most clear and explicit

terms of the treaty, it would be kept open, until an entire extinguish-

ment of their claim by reservation and migration would take place.

To this construction of the treaty, the whole Council gave tlieir silent

assent, although they w ere frequently invited to bring forward argu-
ments in support of their former opinions. I w as then asked if the
limits of the reservation could not be enlarged, and titles made to

each in fee simple; and, in siip])ort of their position, they urged that
each soul was entitled to nine thousand acres of land. I corrected
this error with little difficulty, and convinced them that the claim of
each was not more than one thousand acres, and added, that I had no
authority to change the character of their title in the smallest degree;
though, I observed, that I had always been of opinion, that so soon
as an entire extinguishment of theii' claim took place, the Govern-
ment would not hesitate to place, on tlie best footing, those who might
take reserves, and could be well recommended; but not until that

event, could any change be effected relative to their titles.

The discussion of tliese points immediately before our separation,

and the reading and explaining of your letter, which went to the vin-

dication of the course wliich I had taken, did, in my opinion, give
rise to the expected negotiation, which I sincerely hope may result in

furthering the interests of all concerned, as far as relates to the benefit

of the United States, and the different states of Georgia and Ten-
nessee.

The Cherokee country, east of the Mississippi, is estimated, by the

best calculators, to contain upwards of (14, 000. 000) fourteen millions

of acres; a great proportion of which is rich land, and well watered,

particularly in the Alabama territory, which certainly contains the

most valuable part of the Cherokee country. Should a failure ensue
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in the anticipated negotiations at the City (which we trust is not

probable,) 1 think I can venture to state, that S300,000, inchiding

all former expenditures, will cover every necessary expense attending

their removal, on the terms stipulated by the treaty, which would be

but little more than two cents per acre: but this calculation is pre-

dicated solely upon an expectation that the Government will pursue

her measures with an unabating ardour. Indeed, to relax now, (un-

less by entering into a general agi'cement with them,) would be at-

tended with tiie most serious consequences, as it would not only

check the progress of enrolling, but would certainly prevent those

from removing who have enrolled. Now is the auspicious moment;
the most violent opposition is silenced, and the friends of an exchange
have at last assumed an air of independence, and an unalterable de-

termination to acquiesce in the views of Government. This spirit of

conformity will certainly increase from this circumstance, if from no
other, that at present we claim one half of the whole population;

hence, say one of our Cherokee friends, we see with great pleasure

that the name of Cherokee nation is fast migrating towards our west-

ern settlements, and those who have hitherto been inimical to the

views of Government, say onr friends are gone, and, to retain our

present standing as to wealth and power, we must follow. But, in-

dependent of this, they possess a degree of national attachment for

each other, not surpassed by the population of any country, and al-

though you may hear much about reservations, yet I hope I feel au-

thorized in saying, their object for the greater part, is to secure thera

for purposes of speculation, as few, if any, will remain east of the

Mississippi.

I have the honor, &c. &c. Sec.

JOS. M-MINN.
Hon. John C Caxhoui?,

Secretary of TVar.

Copies of Correspondence hetween Joseph M'Minn, and the Cherokee'

Council, in JSTovember, 1818.

Cherokee Nation, I5th JSTovember, 1818.

Friend and Brother: I found myself inclined, this morning, to

renew in bebalf of your father the President of the United States,

and o place on paper what I spoke to you, yesterday evening, when

we held each other by the hand.

You have been invited here by your father's authority, to perforra

the solemn duties that devolve on you, as the father and chief of his

red children, the Cherokees, and it follows, as a matter of course,

that you, and your chiefs, with their wives and children, must all

be made partakers of the comforts of life, in common with his white

children who are present on this occasion. But, Sir, you will please
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consider, that your age and standing, taken in connection with the

Tery delicate state of your health, does not only entitle ym\ to a lull

share of the ordinary support, but to such other supplies of sugar,
coffee, spirits. &c. as may be necessary for the comfort of your own
person, and those aged fi iends, who attend upon you; please, thi*re-

fore, call on me fi'om time to time, as your wants may require, and
1 will make a brotherly division of my stores with you, during «»ur

stay together, which I hope will continue until we come to a per-

fect hajmony of sentiments, as well amongst yourselves, as between
you and the United States: for I feel myself bound to say, that no-

thing short of such an arrangement as the honorable Secretary of
"War has proposed, will be sufficient to continue your people as a
nation, especially on this side the Mississippi, and to prove which,

I send you the number of families that have already enrolled; what
their average number may be I do not know, though, I must be-

lieve, between three and four persons to each family, when those are
added to about 2,900 souls who were settled on the Arkansas previ-

ous to the treaty. I will leave ym to judge for yourselves, how the

matter stands; out of the whole numb*' en r-ol led for the Arkansas
country, there appears to have been 196 families enrolled since 20th
last month, the expected time of meeting here; and, I do assure you,

my friend, that preparations are miking daily for the removal of

very many of the most respectable of your nation, of whom, per-

haps, the rulers have never contemplated such an event. As thi^

statement of facts had escaped my memory when we were in council

yesterday, I could not but view it important in the highest degree to

lay them before you. 1 presume on this day, or at some future one,

you will form a decision for your nation; and, as you have the sen-

timents of your father, plainly and candidly expressed on the paper
which I did myself the honor to place in the hands of the King; and
by adding to that the division which is already made of your peo-

ple between the East and West of the Mississippi, and also taking

into view the immense extent and fertility of the soil, and the gieat

advantages which will result from the game and range of the Ai'kan-

sas country—I say, having such ample means whereon to form a
choice, that is, whether to go West of the Mississippi, or stay and
become citizens of the United States, will, I hope, render the t;isk

of deciding quite simple and easy; and, so soon as the council re-

solves to enter into the proposed arrangement, and notifies me of

their decision, i will, without a moment's loss of time present themj,

with the amount which I am directed by the honorable Secretary of

War to give, and will then enter into all the details of the plan, in

a manner to suit the mutual interest and convenience of all parties;

but, as I stated to you in council, n<>thing can be further done on
the part of the United States, until I receive your determination to

go into the measure proposed; and as I know how natural it is for

jou to desire to be apprised of the consideration to be given in mo-
ney, I will say, thus far, that it is in perfect and full accordance with

the former generosity of the Government towards your natioD>

9
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Brothers: Although this letter is addressed to you, it is also de-

signed for the council also; I must, tiierefore, ask you, to be good
enough to make its contents known in open council.

Your friend and brother,

JOSEPH M*MINN,
Acting Agent Jor the United States.

To the Path Killer,
King of the Cherokee JVation.

In Councilf near the Cherokee Agency, \7th November, 1818.

Frienm and Brother: We have, with the most profound atten-

tion, examined the communications and propositions which your ex-

cellency thought proper to place in our hands, the object of which
points to a close of the late treaty of the 8th of July, 1817, or, in

other words, an entire surrender of all the lands held by the Chero-

kee nation, cast of the Mississippi river.

Brothej": This question is to us, of all others, the most important.

Warmly attached to the soil which gave us birth and sustenance, we
cannot touch the subject without a reverential awe, lest the Great
Spirit frown upon us with disdain. Your Excellency can justly ap-

preciate our feelings on the occasion; in fact, we have not words to

express them. In making up our answer, we shall confine ourselves

to facts, and temper our language, as heretofore, with respect. Hav-
ing, however, but an imperfect knowledge of the English language,

your Excellency will make allowances for inaccuracies, and attribute

our errors, if you find any, to their proper origin.

The Sd article of the late treaty stipulates that the census of the

whole Cherokee nation shall be taken in the month of June, 1818,

viz: that that part of the Cherokee nation, desirous of remaining,

shall be taken by a Commissioner appointed by the President of the

United States, and a Commissioner to be appointed by the Chero-

kees on the Arkansas; and those who have removed, and those wish-

ing to remove, shall be taken by a Commissioner appointed by the

United States, and a Cherokee east of the Mississippi. The 4th ar-

ticle of the treaty, in making a dividend of the annuities between

the parties, stipulates, that it shall be divided agreeably to their

numbers, on, say the 30th June, 1818, or prior to tliat date. The
divisions of lands between the parties, is founded also on the same
principle. The 8th article of the treaty stipulates, that those v^ish-

ing to take reservations, sliall register their names in the office of the

Cherokee agent, which shall be kept open until the census is taken,

agreeably to the stipulations contained in the 3d article of that treaty,

(meaising the 30th June, 1818, or sooner.) From a close and atten-

tive examination of the Treaty, we cannot see any provision for any

other time, for its final execution, but the 30th of June last, or during
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that month. We are at a loss to know why (as it has always been
our anxious wish to close the treaty,) that it was not done on that

day or sooner. The Cherokees, ever faithful to their stipulations,

are not less anxious than your Excellency to hrine^ the treaty to a
final close, as early as possible. That some individuals have been
opposed to those emigrants to the west of the Mississippi, may be
correct, but never in a national capacity. It certainly was, and is

still, the wish of all to see the treaty closed agreeably to the stipula-

tions contained in it.

The Cherokees, after the late war, in which they fought by the side

of their white brethren, and lost much blood in the cause, had hoped
to have been indulged in the possession of their lands. Taking all

the circumstances together, we feel ourselves constrained to object to

your Excellency's projjositions, and request that you will laame an
early day for the final close of the late treaty, as stipulated. To
avoid errors and misunderstanding, we request that our future ne-
gotiations may be confined to a written correspondence^ by this, we
do not mean that we will have no further verbal intercourse—this is

necessary, to understand our different views.

We take the present opportunity of renewing to our Father the
President, and our white bjothers, his children, our firm and unalter-
able attachment.

We are, with considerations of great personal respect,

Your Excellency's friends and brothers,

CHIEF PATH KILLER, his )^ mark.

Cherokee Ageivcy,

J^ovember 18, 1818.

Friend and Brothers: Your communication, of yesterday's date,

was duly handed me, by Major Ridge, and its contents read with that

respectful attention which it so justly merits.

Brothers: Your remarks respecting your attachment to the soil

which gave birth even to your fathers, is no doubt true: and no man,
I presume, in the nation, who is not a native, can appreciate with more
sympathy and feeling for you, than myself; and this, in some degree,
arises from my being so very intimately acquainted with your inte-

rest, and the bonds of connexion which ought to bind your nation to

the United States, and which, I hope, will always have its influence

on your minds and actions. But, my brothers, I cannot concur with
you, when you express your fears, that the Supreme Spirit will mark
your agreement to the proposition made by the United States with
any signal stroke of displeasure. He is never known to frow n upon the

rulers of any natif>n, whose sole object is to promote the best interests

of their people; and that this proposition, which you have objected to^
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is pre-eminently calculated to suit ymir temporal interest, as well as

your everlasting ha])piness, can very easily be proven to evei'y en-

lightened and disinterested mind.

First, it has its foundation upon your own solicitations, made to

Mr. Jefterson m 1809, at which time a part of your nation complain-
ed of the scarcity of game, where you now live, and asked the Pre-
sident's permission to search for a country where game was plenty,

and where they could support themselves and families by pursuing
the hunter's life. Tiiat request was in itself so very reasonable, that

President Jcffei-son, without hesitation, gave them leave to explore the

country west of the Mississippi: and when, said he, you find a country to

which there is no other Indian claim, the United States will give you
eq.ally as much land there, as you leave where you now reside, accord-

ing to your numbers, and to add still more to your comfort, and thepro-
motion of your interest, we w ill furnish you with provisions, and the

means of removing to your newly accpiired country, where we will

carry on our usual intercourse w ith you, and always hold you firmly

by the hand, as a part of our red children.

These promises were not only literally complied with, in tlie for-

mation of the treaty, as respects giving an equal quantity of land,

but 1 am authorized in saying, that the country ceded by the treaty

contains five times the quantity held here by your whole nation; and
in addition to this. Governor Clai'ke has obtained from the Osage and
Quapaws nations of Indians, (to use his own language, which I will

read to you,) a country quite sufficient for the whole Cherokee Nation,

with all their Shawnee and Delaware allies. You also have your
father's promise, that these lands shall be added to those which you
hold by Jackson's treaty, with a further promise, which you will find

contained in the papers submitted to you, that the Arkansaw claim

shall have no western botindary.

When I last had the pleasure of addressing you, I promised to ex-

hibit a map of tlie Arkansaw country, with the lands lately attached

to it by Governor Clarke's treaties: to which I now invite your can-

did and serious attention, and ask you, my brothers, to view it. and to

listen w ell to the description which will be given of the country, and
of the advantages w hich will inevitably result fiom your people taking

possession of the land given to you by the promise of your father,

whose goiicrosity has been displayed in the most unexampled manner.

He has instructed his agent to clothe tlie aged widow and lier children;

to furnish arnis to the youths of your nation; and, in a word, to sup-

ply all the reasonable wants of every des( ription of your people, \\ ho

choose to renioA'e to the land of promise; and all these without the

variation of a single article contained in tlie treaty.

I have now, my brothers, as I conceive, given you the most ample
proof, that all who choose to remove west of the Mississippi w ill fmd
their intei-est promoted, beyond any calculation whirh I am able to

make. Even those who choose to follow agricultural pursuits, must

acknowledge, that great part of tlie country is. at least, one bundled

per cent, superior to this; nay, it is more than that, in relation to
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commercial advantages : for in these it is not surpassed by any sec-

tion of the Uiiited States. Nor are its advantages less, in respect

to raising stock. And let me ask the question, Is there any Chief, or
other citizen of this nation, who will say that the advantages to those

who choose to follow the gun and the chase, are not equal to those

enjoyed by their fathers in the land where we now are, even at tlie

most ancient period?

Brothers: I will now return, and shew, according to my promise,

that the views contained in tiie proposition, about which I am treat-

ing, is calculated to promote your everlasting happiness, provided
you practise what you avowed to be your object, in the presence of

President Jefferson, viz: that you were anxious to engage in the pur-

suits of agriculture and civilized life, to promote which, you asked
Mr. Jefferson to narrow the limits of the country in which you lived,

by which means you proposed to begin the establishment of fixed

laws, and a regular government. I am now addressing myself to

the party, who was, in the year 1809, willing to exchange the hun-
ter's life, for the one just above described.

Brothers: To pursue the plough, and tread in the path of civiliz-

ed life, is worthy of the best of Christians; and rest assured, that

your proposition to do so, was one of God-like character, and the

Government of the United States, as though to promote your laud-

able views, now invites you to take reservations, which perfectly ac-

cords with the principle you proposed to Mr. Jefferson, and which
yeur Father and your white brothers would rejoice to see and hear.

And, brothers, you may rest certain, asl humbly conceive, that, so far

from the Great Spirit frowning on you, for permitting your people,

who incline to live by the gnn, to remove west of the Mississippi,

and yourselves to follow agriculture and civilized life here, that he
would bless all your honest endeavors to become, not only members
of the great American family, but much more for your religious ex-

ertions, in forming a part of his great society of saints. These are

considerations, my brothers, of the greatest importance, and, if we
believe the holy book to be true, every heathen shall know the Great
Spirit, and shall bow his knee before him; and this knowledge can
only be acquired in the first instance, by turning your attention as I

have described, and by procuring a competent education for your
children, and raising them to understand industry, and their moral
obligations toward one another.

Here, then, my brothers, is your true situation; this immense new-
ly discovered country will form sufficient inducements to all who
wish to follow the hunter's life, to remove thither, where they will

have schools established for the education of their youths, whilst you,

who have seen the folly, and felt the toils of the gun and the chase,

can stay with us here, entirely undisturbed by the bad examples
which seem to accompany the hunter's life, as well with white as red

people; here you will enjoy the advantage of equal and just laws;

here you will find morality and religion respected^ and vice punished
to the full extent.
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But, brothers, it is not my duty, nor is it my wish to persuade you
either to go or stay, but to exliibit the advantages on both sides,

which I have faithi'uHy done, according to my views, and now I

leave you to Judge, whether it is better to go west of tlie Mississi|)pi,

or stay on reservations here; you have the promise of your Father's
frien(!ship on botii sides, and choose for yourselves; but remember,
you who are rulers here this day, that you hold the future destiny of
thousands, yet unborn, as it were in your hands, and I call upon you
to act from disinterested princij)les. if you conceive that a portion
of your people's happiness would be promoted by a removal, you are
bound, as honest men, to say so, and bid them go in peace, and prosper;
and to such as you think ought to stay on reservations, say so; and in

the name of every principle that is good, let us have peace at home
and abroad, and let the liberties and freedom of your people be mark-
ed in every tiansaction of your public duties.

Brothers: I must ask you to re-consider the proposition, which I

proposed to vou on the 14th instant, and to give it, and the accom-
panying papers, a carefuh friendly, and attentive reading; in them
you will discover the precise views of the Government towards your
people, which cannot be altered by any power I possess; and as the

course which you ask me to take, if adopted, would only be calculat-

ed to continue a small portion of your people in their present un-

happy state, and distracted condition, which is in direct opposition to

their best interests, as also to the course your father has laid down,
in which you are to go. This language may at first appear
strange; hut, upon examination of the treaty of Hopewell, as well as

others, you wilt find that the United States possess the sole right of
governing your nation upon all matters and occasions where the subject

is one of general character, and involving principles of individual and
general policy; they act as your immediate guardians and agents, and
is it not perfectly consistent that they should, since they are compelled
to protect you, as well within, as without the limits ofyour nation; and
as well against internal as foreign enemies; here, for example, are

troo])s assembled for the purpose of removing our people from amotigst

yours, who will take up their march on the rise of this meeting. I

ask you to examine, and see from whence this necessity: Does it not

arise from the want of fixed laws, and a regular administration of the

govcrtmient? It certainly does. I ask again, Does not the experience

of you and myself, tor twenty-five years past, prove, as clear as can
be, that the necessity, instead of diminishing, is every day increas-

ing? And is not the list of murders and robberies pretty near as great

within the last twelve months, as the whole period since your na-

tion and ours entered into a state of peace?

This bilng the state of facts, it becomes the indispensable duty

of those who possess the guardian power over you, to say as at pre-

sent they have dot>e; we have provided a country suited to the in-

teiest and wishes of a great part of your nation, and for those re-

maining, we invite them to enter into the pursuits of husbandry and
civilized life; by these means, and these alone, you will be emanci-
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pated from a state of things already insupportable, and against

which, religion and morality must revolt.

Friends and Brothers: On recurring to the 3d article of the treaty

of Hopewell, you will find, that the United States are bound to afford

you protection, as well against foreign, as neighboring enemies.

Does it not then follow, as a matter of course, that they have the

right to choose the means to be employed in protecting you?

If you answer yes, you can be lold, that the President of the Unit-

ed States informed Congress, at the opening of her last session, that

the posts of New Orleans and Mobile, were very much exposed to fo-

reign enemies^ that, although these places were of the utmost import-

ance to every section of the United States, they never could be pro-

tected, but by having the eastern side of the Mississippi settled com-
pactly, from the northern Lakes to the Floridas, and to effect wliich,

treaties would have to be formed with all the native nations residing

east of the last mentioned river, by which to obtain a relinquishment

of their title, by taking reservations of 640 acres each, or by remov-
ing west of the Mississippi.

In consequence of tliis recommendation being made by the Presi-

dent, Congress entered into an airangcment for holding treaties with

the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations of Indians. And, as we are ad-
vised, the latter nation have sold to the United States above seven

millions of acres. From the Choctaws we have not heard, though
no doubt exists as to their disposition to acquiesce with the Govern-
ment.
From this statement it must appear, that one of the grand leading

objects in bringing about an extinguishment of native claim to their

lands, is, to place the southwestern country in a state of defence,

thereby to afford ample protection to the liberties, lives, and proper-

ty, of its citizens, of whom the Cherokee nation forms a part, but

who protest against the measure, as operating contrary to their

wishes and interest.

To place this subject in a situation in which you can see how far

you are under obligations to agree to the proposition before you, I

will give a short detail of the ties or obligations between the citizens

composing the United States, and the Government itself. The citi-

eens, by compact, are to adhere, with cheerfulness, to all existing

treaties, laws, rules, and regulations, entered into by the United
States, and, in return, the Government stands bound to protect the

citizens, individually and collectively, against all violence offered ei-

ther by internal or external enemies. These, my brothers, are the

ties by which the citizens and Government stand bound to each other,

and the penalty on the part of the citizens, or any portion of them,
who will refuse to yield obedience to the treaties, laws, and authority,

of the United States, is, that they shall be considered as enemies of

the United States, and unworthy of its protection in any case. And
again: with regard to the powers of the Government, on the subject of

providing for the general defence of any city or country, the constitu-

tion of the United States gives the rulers the right to take private pro-
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perty, for public purposes, af any time when the public j^ood requires

it to be done; but they are bound, in every instance, to give a fair

equivalent or price for the same.
To prove this to be true, .7 ;rkson's army took your property in the

late war, for which the Vr'u <] States have since paid you. If Ge-
neral Jackson, as a priv ire man, had ordered your property to

be taken, him, and all others concerned, would have been viewed as
robbers, and punished accordin,^ly; and to this statement may be ad-

ded, that many very valuable houses were taken possession of by oup
army in the late war, and the inhabitants and property thrown out of
doors, and, in some instances, the bouses ruined; yet all have been
paid for by the United States.

Having gone thus far, little more need be said to prove to you that,

as the demand has been made of your country, you are bound to make
a surrender of it, as good citizens, who are worthy of protection;

and, at the same time, I hold that the United States are solemnly
bound to pay you an honest tair price, and to indemnify you for such

losses as you have a just right to claim« under the provisions of the

treaty.

Brothers: You express a wish to know why the census had not

been taken in June last; to which I reply, that, having been instruct-

ed by the honorable Secretary of War to propose a suspension of the

time fixed on by the treaty, 1 had prepared a talk, to propose to you,

on that subject, at our meeting at this place in May last, to which the

whole nation was invited to attend.

To your non attendance, my brothers, it is owing, that the subject

was not acted on at that time; and. when I proposed to the Arkansas

delegation the propriety of their making an appointment. General

Tonlontusky replied that you had been invited to attend the council

as well as himself; that, as you did not meet, at his father's request,

and make an appointment of a commissioner on your part, that, as

he was in a country which he did not claim as his own, he would also

decline making one on the part of the Arkansas tribe; and further,

from an examination of my journal of the Uostanally proceedings, I

find that I was not officially notified of your having made an appoint-

ment of a commissioner until the 30th June, which was the last day

contemplated for closing the treaty, as the council seem to urge.

Now, brothers, it is very easy to perceive that there are faults on all

sides; and, as I conceive neither side can be interested, nor, i^n fact,

acquitted of neglect by any defence they can make, I am willing to Jet

the subject go to rest on my part.

JOS. M'MINN,
Miing Agent for the United States*
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Cherokee Chiefs, in Council, to Joseph M^Minn, Esquire*

In Councll, near Cherokee Agency,

J^ovember 21, 1818.

Friend and Brother: Your communication of the 18th instant,

was this day read in open council, explained, and interpreted to

the Chiefs assembled. After deliberating, with that attention which
its contents justly merited, have prepared the following senti-

ments, from the centre of our hearts. Though expressed through the

organs of unrefined sense, in all the simplicity of nature, incapable of

polished words, you will at once see the sentiments of your red bro-

thers, in its true colors.

Brother: We know that we are under the protection of the Govern-
ment of the United States; therefore, are not insensible that we are

also dependant on tlie humanity, generosity, and friendship, of that

magnanimous Government. We feel ourselves hound, by the strongest

bands of brotherly and friendly attachment, to observe all our obli-

gations with the United States, in the most inviolable manner.
Brother: You seem to express a desire, that we ought to keep

friendship at home, as w ell as abroad, and to permit all those^who wish
to emigrate to the Arkansas to exercise their ow n free will and choice,

as well as those w ho would choose to remain. That principle is so

consistent with our sentiments, in all our actions, tjiiat we are not a
little surprised to hear such a recommendation made by your Excel-
lency, particularly when you have had such a fair opportunity of

making yourself acquainted with the true sentiments and dispositions

of the nation. The actions of bad individuals certainly ought not to

be attached to the nation, in any country.

Brother: We perfectly agree w ith you in believing, that the Great
Spirit is incapable of frowning on the rulers of any nation, whose sole

object was to promote the best interest of their people. But, most be-

loved brothers, permit us to ask you, in the presence of that Great Spirit,

whether we would be acting with that humane and honest principle,

w^hich is capable of producing blessings from that Supreme, if we
were to accede to your propositions, to compel a whole nation of

people, contrary to their free w ill and choice, to leave the lands of

their nativity, which mouldered the bones of their forefathers, and
so much esteemed and reverenced by them; and at the same time
withdraw from them the means of comfort and support, which all the

solemnity of a treaty (and ratified by tlie highest authority of the Go-
vernment of the United States) liad provided, by accepting of a pit-

tance, which would not be more than one tenth of competency of

providing for a general removal?
Brother: The idea which you seem to convey, respecting the late

treaty, appears, that you are of the opinion, that the Cherokees of

this country are bound to take reservations, or emigrate to the west
of the Mississippi river, and no other alternative for their continu-

10
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ance here in common, as usual. Brother, we would ask you, as a
candid man, why did the stipulations of tliat treaty provide for the

takisig of the census of both natiojis, for an equal division of lands,

agreeably to their respective numbers? It cannot be sound reason,

to believe that it was proper to take the census of both nations, vvlien all

those who took reservations were limited to but 640 acres to each and
every head of a family if it was not intended that the surplus of the

lands were to remain in common, for the benefit of this nation. The
theory upon which you have founded tiie principle of taking private

property for public good, we are not fully capable of comprehending
your Excellency's ideas on that point: unless you mean, that the

publu- good i-equires tlie acquisition of this country, and that you are

derermined to seize it. On these points, beloved brother, how far the

disposition ofthe Government of the United States are disposed to act

towards your pooi* red brothers, you are the best judge; but yet we can-

not for a moment witldiold our sense of the humane benevolence and
benignity of tlse United States, to believe that the country which has
been solemnly guarantied to tiie Cherokees by them will be viewed
as private pi-operty, and the obligations of all their treaties with the

Cherokee people trampled under foot. That there have been faults,

and neglect, agreeably to the admission of your Excellency, respect-

ing t!ie not taking of the census, we will not deny; but, on our part, we
are unable to discover any. We have too much respect for the honor
of the United States, to attribute it to them. No, brother; in them
we iiave the most unbounded confidence. We have had too many
proofsof their justice and magnanimity, of their liberality and friend-

ship for us. to harbor, even for a moment, a suspicion that they would
act unjustly towards us. No, brother, our confidence iji the United
States is so complete, that we believe, provided they have inadA ertent-

ly injured us, by themselves or agents, that they would redress oiu*

wrongs wlien made known.
*

Brother: Reason and prudence are the monitors by whicli all pru-

tlent people, and individuals, ouglit to be guided. We know, how-
ever, that conscience is but the force of education. Religion is cer-

tainly commendable: but the force of our prejudices forbids that you
should at once expect to see us embrace yours. We. like yourselves,

foun;' ours upon our prejudices, and follow the religion of our fathers.

A different education would beget different prejudices, and, with your
educaiion Ae should no doubt adopt your prejudices, as well as reli-

gion. This, however, is not to be expected in the pursuit of game in

the wilderness. We have here the advantages of adopting the virtues

of our white brothers who surround us. Your Excellency is not un-

acquainted with the progress which we liave made in agriculture and
civilized life. The benign influence of religion has opened the eyes of

many, and we do not believe that the epithet of savage ought any
longer to be applied to the Cherokee nation of people: but. with a

removal to the west, all our flattering prospect of civilized life must
vanish.
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Brother: With deliberation, candor, and good nature, we again

infoiin your Excellency, that we have decisively rejected your pi-o-

positions for an entire extinguishment of all our claims to lan«!s east

of the Mississippi river: and must again solicit your Excellency to

cause the late treaty to be carried into full effect, agreeably to the

stipulations therein contained, as early as practicable.

Brother: We solicit an interview with your Excellency, at the

Agency office, on the 23d instant. At the acquiescence of your
Excellency to this solicitation, you will please to cause the cannon
to be fired. We have tlie pleasure of subscribing ourselves.

Intrinsically, your brothers and friends.

Chiefs and Warriors.

Path Killer,

Chas. Hicks,

Going Snake,

TKe Boot,

Sour Mush,
Tiger,

Chickesaw-te-kee,

Tees-to-wal-os-kec,

Rob. M'Lemore,
Eight Killer,

Che-la-ke-te-hee,

Jas. Downing,
Dreadful Water,
Rising of Fawn,
Sicketow ee,

Bear-going-in,

Coo-la-chee,

Wee-ley,

Wash-my.face,
Jno. Benge,
Big Rattling-of-Gourd,

Little Turtle,

Thos. Saunders,

Squire

Noisy Fellow,

Chu-na-qual-es-kee,

Oo-ta-le-tah,

Two Killer,

Ta-ka-ha-kee,

Ja-lay-es-kee,

Woman Killer,

The Ridge,

Dan'l Griffism,

Coo-wes-koo-wee,
Chulamee,
Bridge Maker,
Oo-soo-kee,

Co-nat-lcy,

Three Killer,

Kala-waskee,
Ske-ri-ka,

Jno. Bearner,

Little Path Killer,

Soo-we-cuUah,
The Crow,
Nan-too-we-yah,

Su wa-kee,
Tey-es-tes-kee,

Big Half-Breed,

Oon-oo-la,

Car-sal-ar-wee,

Bark,
Willee,

Sick-a-to-wee,

Yau-oo-kee,

John Doherty,
Bark of Chota,

Saw-an-oo-kee,

At-los-en-a.

John Ross,

Richard Rilev,

Committee Aames.

Thos. Foreman,
Cabbin Smith,
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Hair,

Roman Nose,
CiiiTokee Dick,
Kee-le-chee-lee,

Geo. Saunders.

His Excellency Jos. M'Minn.

Jno. Baldridge,
Geo. Lov.Tey,

Rabbit Sleep,

James Brown.

A. M COY.
Clerk JS^tional Committee^

Cherokee Agency, 23d JVbr. 1818.

To the King and Chiefs of the Cherokee JVation:

Friends and Brothers: Few, if any occurrence in public life,

has ever fallen in my way more unexpected, or better calculated to

w ound my feelings, than the receipt of your communication, made to

me this day. It must surely be, my brothers, that you Aiew me as an
impostor, acting upon my own authority, with a view to deceive your
nation; or tbat you flatter yourselves with the empty expectation that

the United States cannot execute a measure of general defence, for the

safety of her citizens, which shall, in the slightest degree, affect youi-

interest or your wishes. You act as though you were insensible of

trampling upon the highest authorities known to the Constitution and
laws of the United States. Has not the honorable Secretary of War
told you that you deserve the severest censure: that, after the ratifica-

tion of the treaty, resistance to its fair execution can be considered
little short of hostility; that threats offered to those who choose to

emigrate, or take reservations, cannot he allowed; that such measures
are in open violation of the treaty, and will, in their final result, avail

you nothing; tliat the United States will not permit the treaty to be

defeated by such means? He tells you, plainly, he does not believe

that those who make opposition to the execution of the treaty are go-

verned by a regai'd for the good of the Cherokee nation. This he
brings against you from your own language, in council at Oostannal-
ly, which I forw arded at your request, in which you state, " We con-

sider ourselves as a free and distinct nation, and that the government
of the United States have no police over us, further than a friendly in-

tercourse in trade."
I now ask you, my brothers, to say ifyou are prepared to adhere to

these declarations; and, if so. the protection intended to be aflbrded to

you by the troops who are assembled here for removing the whites,

from your land is entirely unnecessary. Nay, it ouglit to be consi-

dered by you as an insult, to speak of protecting a nation erp^ally as

independent as you a])pear to be on paper. By a further examination

of the remarks made by the Secretary of War, in reply to your de-

clarations, you will see where he states that daily proof is exhibited,

that, w ere it not for the protecting arm of the United States, your na-
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tion would become the victims of fraud and violence. He states ex-
plicitly, that the United States cannot protect you in your present
condition, and concludes tliose highly important remarks by stating,

that the President, in the proposed change of countries, consulted both
your and our interest. " On the Arkansas," says he, "every effort

will be made to render their condition happy, and to lead them into the

arts ofcivilized life." To this fatherly and friendly promise you ap-
pear to enter your protest, and, in support, urge that this measure is

well calculated to place your nation in the back ground as to educa-
tion and advances towards civilized life. Let us examine your plan,

(which is to keep apart of- your nation here) and see how it will ope-

rate in practice. Suppose, for the sake of argument, that one half of
your nation will remain here, upon one half the territory you now
claim. I ask, what can you promise those people, provided you could
keep them here; Is it not to keep them in their present savage state?

If that be your policy, which I oiust believe is true, it is in direct op-

position to the very humane course pursued and intended by your fa-

ther, the President of the United States, to be continued toward your
nation, until the final accomplishment of the great design of your be-

coming a part of the American family, And a still greater objection

exists against your plan. You oppose the principle, or policy, or per-

haps both, of taking reservations, wh.ich forms the only certain road to

your becoming a religious, moral, and industrious people; but, so long
as a population of about 5.000 souls inhabit a district of country con-

taining upwards of five millions of acres, there remains no ho})e that

they ever will prosper as a select society: snd this remark will apply
equally as well to the white as a red population. Your people, as well

as all others, must become industrious from necessity, for none ever
will be so fi'om clioire; and the gi'eater the space they have to occupy,

the greater will be their inducements to idleness.

JOS. MMINN,
Acting Agentfor the U. S-

Cherokee Agency, 24th JVov. 1818*

To the King, Chiefs, Headmen, and Warriors, of the Cherokee nation:

In your second rejection of the proposition submitted to you under
the authority of the United States, I discover that you object to the

amount proposed as indemnity for your removal. &c.

I will, tlierefore, with a view to foreclose you from making anyjust
and reasonable charges against the Government, propose that, upon
your receding from the rejection contained in your communication, I

will vary the sum proposed of Si 00.000 to g 300,000, payable as fol-

lows: Fifty thousand dollars will be paid by the United States, within

three months from the date hereof, with an annuity of ten thousand
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dollars per annum, for fifteen years, payable at the agency of the Ar-
kansas people, agreeal)ly to the preceding stipulations. In addition

to the iifty thousand dollars, you will receive, at the same time, the an-

nuity due to your nation for the present year, which must be divided

accoi'ding to the provisions of the treaty entered into with you on the

8th July, 1817. And, to prevent any further misunderstanding on
that point, I propose that it shall be equally di^ ided, for the present

year, between botii parts of the nation, and shall continue to he divid-

ed, in like manner, until the first day of the year 1822, that being the

period at which I propose the possession of the Cherokee nation shall

be surrendered: provided ^Jiis proposition shall be agreed to on your
part. It is, nevertheless, to be distinctly understood, that no part of

the annuity which will fall due under this arrangement, will be sub-

ject to a division as afoi'esaid. The public boats which are now on
hand are reserved for the removal of the emigrants who have been en-

rolled previous to this date; but the balance of the public stores, ex-

cept so much ammunition as the emigrants may require, will be sur-

rendered as has heretofore been proposed.

JOSEPH M-MINN,
Acting Jgentfor the United States^

Cherokee Agency, 25th A^jv. 1818.

To the King, Chiefs^ Headmen, and Warriors, of the Cherokee JVation:

Brotheus: After making three different attempts to get you to

embrace the views of the United States, in relation to an exchange of

countries, the result has been that you have given your unconditional

rejection to each; and as you still insist on the census being taken, I

am willing to enter into an arrangement with you upon that point, pro-

vided you disavow, in suitable terms, tiie improper interfeience of

all your officers, in opposing the execution of the treaty, up to this

date; and decree that, in future, it shall be deemed a crime for any
of your officers or citizens to use violence or threats against tlie pro-

perty or persons of those who either have or wish to remove West of

the Mississippi, or against any of your people who may take reserva-

tions, as all such are considered as being worthy of, and really under,
the protection of t!ie United States to the full extent of white citi-

zens; and to state in your decree, that all who are found guilty of

either of the aforesaid offences, or any other offimces of like nature,

shall suffer penalties, as the nature of their cases may just-ify. And
1 do further require, that proclamation be made by the authority of

your National Council, in writing, requiring all your people to con-

duct themselves in strict obedience to all existing treaties, and to con-
form to the aforesaid decrees, or such others as you may thijik pro-

per to make, in supjjort of peace and friendship between your Nation
and the citizens of the United States.
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Brothers: So soon as I am officially notified that you have adopted

these nieasiirep,and when I am also officially notified that theArkansas

tribe has appointed a Commissioner on their part to act with the

United States' Commissioner here, I will arrange with you and them

for taking the census, in conformity with the provisions of the late

treaty. But it must he distinctly understood, that we will commence

taking the census of both parts of the nation at one and the same

tim^e.

JOS. M'MINN,
Acting Jlgent for the United States.

Is COUNCII ASSEMBLED, NEAK ChEROKEB AgENCY,

J\^ovemher25, 1818.

Friend and Brother: We have received and considered your

last proposition, together with all other communications, all of which

urges the Cherokee nation to surrender to the United States all the

lands held by them East of the Mississippi. After a long,, candid,

and deliberate consideration of all the points; after having acquainted

ourselves with the sentiments of the nation, and after giving it that

candid and respectful attention which is due to the high source from

which they emanated, we are again under the necessity of objecting

to your excellency's proposals. We must repeat to your excellency

our anxious wish that you will assure our father the President of the

United States, that, in making up this opinion, we are only actuated

by a desire to promote the best interest of the nation ; that we aie

now, and trust ever will remain, the firm friend and warm advocates

of our white brothers, the people of the United States; of vv horn, to-

gether with their father the [^resident, we now implore their mercy

and protection. Your friends and brothers, in behalf of the whole

Cherokee nation,

THE PATH KILLER.
CHAS. HICKS
GOIvG SNAKE.
BIG HALF BREED.
THE BOOT.

A. M'CoY, Clerk.

, Cherokee Agency, Q6th Mv. 1818.

To the King, Chie/s, Headmen, and Warriors, of the Cherokee A''ation:

I learn from your communication, of yesterday's date, your desire

to put a period to the present negotiation, on which point (for the

first) we are agreed.
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You state, that, after a Ion;:?, candid, and deliberate consideration

of all the points, and after haviii.^- made yourselves acquainted with

the sentiments of your nation, you have rejected the proposition for

an extinguishment of your territorial claim. Although 1 leave oat

of view tlie motives which influenced your Council in forming this

decision, I am untible to reconcile to my mind the following very ex-

traordinary and singular facts, viz: of your having objected, first, to

meeting here agreeable to your father's request; and, secondly, your
rejection of every pioposition which has been submitted to you, not-

withstanding you were duly furnished with copies of all the letters

and documeuts from the War Depai-tment in any manner connected

with tiie negotiation; and these were seconded by such arguments in

open Council, as you could not, or at least did not, choose to meet.

You politely request me to assure your Father, that, in forming your
opinion, you have been actuated by a desire to promote the interest of

your nation. But, my brothers, such an interference between you
and your B'atlier attaches too much delicacy; and to prove to him
that you are justified in your ])resent course of opposition to every

measure which he has proposed for the promotion of your interest,

would, 1 presume, require greater force of reasoning than you and I

possess. But I will traiismit correct copies of your communications
addressed to me, and leave your Father to judge for himself whether

there is that consistency between your actions towards the United

States, and your dcclai ations on paper, as he conceives there ought

to be between those who govern and the governed.

For myself, I cannot resist expressing my astonishment at your de-

termined opposition to the proposed measure; and from whence it

should aiise, is equally mysterious; unless from a long train of un-

exampled fi'iendship exhibited by the United States towards your na-

iiiui, from which, perhaps, you have been taught to believe, as your

Council expressed at Oostannally, that "we consider ourselves as

a free and distinct nation, and that the United States have no police

over us further than a friendly intercourse in trade." Now let me
ask you, my brotheis, have you a shadow of right to look for protec-

tion from the United States, after making that declaration, except so

far as would become the reciprocal interest of both parties in carry-

ing 0!i commerce? Tiien, let me again ask, what advantage does the

United States renp from your trade; or have you any? You must

answer no. Well, let me inquire, how are you furnished with the

imj)lements of husbandry, and those for manufacturing, which arti-

cles many of you have in such abundance that you furnish your white

neighbors with them at less than their original cost? Answer, from

the fostering baud of the United States. And do you now believe

that your conduct on t!ie present occasion will be viewed by the Pre-

sident of the United States as corresponding w ith their generosity

tow ards you? I apprehend he will not. Nor do I suppose he will

applaud the contemptible epithet of " pittance," as expressed by you

in speaking of the sum of one hundred thousand dollars as indemnity

for your removal to the West. But give me leave to tell you, how-
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ever pitiful it may appear in your estimation, it is the precise sum
that I was instructed to propose to you in the first instance.

Brothers: As I have tieither time nor disposition to trouble you with

any further remarks, than barely to state, for the information of all

your citizens who either wish to remove West of the Mississippi, or
take reservatiens here, tliat the rolls will be kept open in both cases

as usual. That a constant stock of arms, ammunition, and every
article stipulated by treaty to be given to those who choose to emi-
grate to the Arkansas country, will be kept open at all times; and
every aid and protection will be given that reason and justice caa
require; as well in furnishing those with linen for tents, who prefer

travelling by land, as furnishing those with boats, who choose to re-

move by water.

Brothers: In taking my leave of you, I express my entire satisfac-

tion of the peace and harmony which has prevailed, not only in our
deliberations, but in every rank and class of the community on both
sides; and, with respect to the troops that are now stationed here for

your immediate protection, and removal of the intruders, they will

be sent home on furlough, where they will await the pleasure of the
President of the United States for their further movements.

Your friend and brother,

JOSEPH M*MINN,
Jlcting ^gentfor the U. States,

Cherokee Agency, 26th J^ovemberf 1818.

To the King and Chiefs of the Cherokee JVation:

Brothers: From your last communications of yesterday, I be-
lieve you are disposed to place a period to the present negotiation.

Previous to which, I wish the council to attend at the firing of
the cannon at this place, for the purpose of closing our business as
it has been conducted, in peace and friendship.

Your friend and brother,

JOSEPH M*MINN,
Acting Agent for the U, States.

In Council, Mvember 27th, 1816.

Friend and Brother: Your proposition to an arrangement to
provide for the taking of the census has underwent the deliberatioB
of the council,

11
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We view it no less novel than strange; because, we conceive the

laws of our country, which provides for the security and protection

of our lives and property, is equally extended to all and every per-

son, within the jurisdiction of our nation: they cannot he withdrawn
from those of our fellow-citizens, who may choose to emigrate to the

"West of the Mississippi, because they intend to leave this country.

No, Brother, our hearts are notof rock, as you seem to suppose;

our friendship and attachment to those of our countrymen, relations,

friends, and acquaintances, \yho take leave of us for a new country,

are not to be withdrawn from them on that account, but, to the con-

trary, we wish them all the happiness that can be enjoyed from peace

and quietness. Brother, we are fearful you have founded prejudices on
suspicion, respecting our feelings and sentiments towards our coun-

try people who are separating from us; all differences of opinion relat-

ing to the true and literal meaning of the late treaty, ought not to be

imputed to hostility or opposition to it; as we assure you, in the most
positive manner, nothing is more desirable to your red brothers,

than to observe with fidelity aH our existing treaties. We do not

conceive it necessary to make any national decrees in the substance

you propose; the execution of our laws will not be withheld to render

justice to our Arkansas brothers.

Your friends and brothers,

path killer,
;h4Rles hicks,
[E BOOT,

GOING SNAKE,
SU-WECUL-LAH.










