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Keystone pipeline shut after 
spilling 9,000 barrels of oil 

2An estimated 9,120 
barrels of oil have 
spilled from TC 

Energy Corp’s Keystone 
crude pipeline in North 
Dakota, state authori-
ties said on Thursday, 
a major leak at a time 
of increased regulatory 
scrutiny of oil pipeline 
expansions. The cause 
of the leak has not yet 
been disclosed. But its 
size makes it one of 
the biggest onshore 
crude spills in the past 
decade and the largest 
for Keystone, accord-

ing to U.S. Pipeline 
Hazardous Materials and 
Safety Administration 
(PHMSA) data back to 
2010. Pipeline opera-
tor TC Energy has been 
seeking to expand its 
pipelines linking West-
ern Canadian oil fields 
to U.S. refineries with 
its proposed Keystone 
XL project. The more-
than $6 billion project 
has faced regula-
tory and environmental 
hurdles despite backing 
by U.S. President Donald 
Trump. REUTERS

Chicago teachers to stay on 
strike for 11th day

Facebook is sued for age, 
gender bias in finance ads

3 Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot said on 
Thursday that the 

city’s teachers’ union 
had reached a deal to 
end an 11-day strike 
and that school would 
resume for the city’s 
300,000 public school 
students on Friday. The 
Chicago Teachers Union 
leadership on Wednes-
day endorsed the pro-
posed contract agree-
ment but insisted its 
25,000 members would 
return to work only if 
the school calendar 

were extended to make 
up for instructional days 
- and teacher pay - lost 
during the strike. There 
was no immediate com-
ment from the teachers’ 
union. Union leaders 
for Chicago’s striking 
teachers on Wednesday 
approved a tentative 
labor deal negotiated 
with the school district 
but refused to return to 
work unless the mayor 
agreed to make up for 
instructional days and 
pay lost during the 11-
day walkout. REUTERS

4Facebook Inc was 
sued on Thursday 
in a proposed class 

action accusing it of 
discriminating against 
older and female users 
by withholding advertis-
ing for financial services 
such as bank accounts, 
insurance, investments 
and loans. According 
to the complaint filed 
in San Francisco federal 
court, Facebook persists 
in its willingness to let fi-
nancial services advertis-
ers “target” prospective 
customers by age and 

gender, despite a recent 
overhaul covering other 
kinds of ads. It said the 
Menlo Park, California-
based social media com-
pany’s conduct violates 
that state’s civil rights 
law, exposing Facebook 
to billions of dollars in 
potential damages to us-
ers nationwide. REUTERS
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Trump impeachment effort passes 
first test in split U.S. Congress

Hearings in the 
next phase will be 

public.

A deeply divided U.S. 
House of Representatives 
took a major step in the 
effort to impeach Presi-
dent Donald Trump on 
Thursday when lawmak-
ers approved rules for 
the next stage, including 
public hearings, in the 
Democratic-led inquiry 
into Trump’s attempt to 
have Ukraine investigate 
a domestic political rival.

In the first formal 
test of support for the 
impeachment investiga-
tion, the Democratic-
controlled House voted 
almost entirely along par-
ty lines – 232 to 196 – to 
move the probe forward 
in Congress.

The vote demonstrat-
ed unity among Demo-
crats who accuse Trump 
of abusing his office and 
jeopardizing national se-
curity for personal politi-
cal gain. But they did not 
pick up a single Republi-
can vote.

“It’s a sad day. No one 
comes to Congress to im-
peach a president,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
before the vote.

Televised public 
hearings featuring U.S. 
officials testifying in 
Congress about alleged 
wrongdoing by Trump 
could crowd out other 
issues like the economy 
and immigration as vot-
ers turn their minds to 
the November 2020 presi-

dential election.
That might damage 

Trump but some of his 
supporters say the im-
peachment drive could 
actually boost his re-elec-
tion chances by showing 
him at loggerheads with 
Washington-based politi-
cal foes.

Republicans accused 
Democrats of using im-
peachment to overturn 
the results of his 2016 vic-
tory.

“The Greatest Witch 
Hunt In American Histo-
ry!” Trump wrote on Twit-

ter after the vote.

The probe focuses on 
a July 25 telephone call 
in which Trump asked 

his Ukrainian counter-
part, Volodymr Zelensky, 
to investigate Trump’s 
Democratic political rival 
Joe Biden, a former U.S. 
vice president, and his son 
Hunter, who had served 
as a director for Ukrainian 
energy company Burisma.

Biden is a leading can-
didate in the Democratic 
presidential nomination 
race to face Trump in the 
November 2020 election. 
He and his son have de-
nied any wrongdoing.

Trump has also denied 
wrongdoing. Republicans 

have largely stuck by him, 
blasting the effort as a 
partisan exercise that has 
given them little input.

“The country next year 
will be deciding who our 
president is going to be. 
It should not be Nancy 
Pelosi and a small group 
of people that she selects 
that get to determine who 
is going to be our presi-
dent,” said Kevin McCar-
thy, the top House Repub-
lican.

Just two Democrats 
– Collin Peterson of Min-
nesota and Jeff Van Drew 

of New Jersey – voted 
against the measure. Both 
represent districts where 
Trump won in the 2016 
election.

If the House eventually 
votes to impeach Trump, 
that would set up a trial in 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate. Trump would not 
be removed from office 
unless the Senate votes 
to convict him by a two-
thirds margin, something 
that looks unlikely given 
Republican reluctance to 
move against the presi-
dent. REUTERS

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi presides over the U.S. House of Representatives vote on a resolution that sets up the next steps in the impeachment inquiry of U.S. President Donald Trump. REUTERS

“The 

Greatest 

Witch 

Hunt In 

American 

History!”

Trump wrote on 

Twitter after the 

vote.
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Thousands of runners of 
all ages and abilities are 
expected to make the trek 
to participate in the epic 
2019 NYC Marathon. Last 
year, the NYC Marathon 
saw over 52,000 people 
participate, and this year 
the number is expected to 
be even higher.

The marathon takes 
runners through all five 
boroughs of New York. 

Here’s everything you 
need to know about this 
year’s race:

When is the 2019 
NYC Marathon?
The 2019 NYC Marathon 

will be taking place, Sun-
day, Nov. 3, 2019. Although 
the race starts in waves, the 
earliest start time for the 
runners will be at 8:30 a.m. 
with the men’s professional 
Wheelchair Division. 

2019 NYC Marathon 
Route
The marathon starts at 
Fort Wadsworth, Staten 
Island and goes across 
all five boroughs. A de-
tailed map of the route 
is shown above.

Where can I watch the 
2019 NYC Marathon?
This year, the NYC Mara-

thon created an app called 
the TCS NYC Marathon, 
where users can keep track 
of those running. It also 
provides a Reality Experi-
ence and more. You can also 
watch the race on television 
by tuning into WABC-TV, 
Channel 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. You can stream the race 
from ABC7NY.com from 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. If you’re out of 
the area, you can watch live 
coverage on ESPN2 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Where can I cheer on 
runners in the 2019 
NYC Marathon?
Here are the best spots to 
cheer on runners, accord-
ing to organizers: 

-Brooklyn Stage, Fourth 
Avenue and Atlantic Av-
enue (Mile 8). Subways: B, 
D, N, Q, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 

-Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn 
(Miles 10-13): Claim side-
walk space along streets 
lined with shops and res-
taurants. Enjoy local treats 
as you watch runners and 
encourage them to keep 
their pace as they head 
toward the Pulaski Bridge 
to cross into Queens. Sub-
ways: G, L, M, J 

-First Avenue, Manhat-
tan (Miles 16-18): First Av-
enue is known for being 

packed with spectators 
who line the sidewalks and 
shout encouragement. The 
avenue’s many bars and 
restaurants contribute to 
the festive atmosphere. 
Subways: Q, 4, 5, 6 

-East Harlem (Miles 
18-20): Also known as 
Spanish Harlem, this 
neighborhood is home 
to a vibrant Latino com-
munity and provides fan-
tastic music on race day. 
This is a perfect location 
to cheer your heart out to 
help keep the motivation 
high. Subway: 6

-Fifth Avenue, East 90th 
Street - East 105th Street 
(Miles 23-24): This stretch 
of Fifth Avenue has the 
Guggenheim Museum, the 
Jewish Museum, the Na-
tional Academy Museum, 
El Museo del Barrio and 
the Museum of the City of 
New York on the east and 
Central Park on the west. 
It’s a cultural hub as well as 
a crucial spot to catch your 
runners before they enter 
Central Park. Subways: Q, 
4, 5, 6, Q

-TCS Cheer Zone: Co-
lumbus Circle. Subways: 
A, C, B, D, 1
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Route information, 
street closures, 

where to cheer on 
runners and more.

Everything you need 
to know about this 

weekend’s NYC Marathon

BECCA 

GLASSER-BAKER

Rebecca.Glasser@metro.us

Go to metro.us for full 
information on street 
closures in all fi ve boroughs.

GOOGLE MAPSISTOCK
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After nine weeks out of 
the public eye, the New 
York Public Libary’s famed 
marble  lions are back at 
their perch on Fifth Av-
enue, stoically welcom-
ing visitors to NYC’s 42nd 
Street Library.

The symblolic statues, 
named Patience and For-
titude, have guarded the 
42nd Street Library since 
its opening in 1911. But 
time has taken its toll on 
the pair, which were craft-
ed from porous Tennessee 
pink marble. Between the 
city’s snow, rain, wind and 
traffic exhaust, the iconic 
statues require upkeep ev-

ery seven to 10 years. An 
assessment determined 
that the 108-year-old lions 
needed a laser cleaning 
and repairs to several mi-
nor cracks and chips. The 
work lasted two months 
and included filling the 
cracks with grout and 
reinforcing any previous 
repairs. 

The $270,000 project 
wrapped up Friday with 
the removal of all scaffold-
ing. 

“For over a century Pa-
tience and Fortitude have 
sat outside the Library, 
calmly assuring New York-
ers, scholars and visitors 
that truth and knowledge 
will always prevail, even 
in the darkest times,” said 
New York Public Library 
President Anthony W. 
Marx. “It is our responsibil-
ity to be great stewards of 
our beloved, noble lions 
and ensure that they are 

in the best possible condi-
tion to inspire the public 
now and for generations to 
come. Thanks to this proj-
ect, they are back to being 
the true kings of this city.” 

The repairs were fund-
ed by a grant from The 
New York Life Founda-
tion (NYLF) and donations 
from hundreds of New 
Yorkers, according to a li-
brary spokesperson.

“We see our support 
as more than simply a 
restoration but rather a 
celebration of our nearly 
80-year partnership and 
all that the library repre-
sents to visitors near and 
far,” said Heather Nesle, 
president of the NYLF.

Some trivia about 
Patience & Fortitude 
They were carved in the 
Bronx studios of the Pic-
cirilli Brothers and named 
by Mayor Fiorello LaGuar-
dia during the Depression 

because he believed New 
Yorkers needed “patience 
and fortitude” to survive 
the tough times.

Lions are an interna-
tional symbol of open 
access to knowledge and 
information.

They were last con-

served in 2011; before that 
2004.

The lions will begin 
wearing their annual holi-
day season wreaths later 
this month. The wreaths 
were made special for Pa-
tience and Fortitude; they 
include no metal and do 

not retain water to protect 
the marble.

About the library   
The NYPL has 92 NYC loca-
tions — including research 
and branch libraries — 
throughout the Bronx, Man-
hattan and Staten Island.

It offers free materi-
als, computer access, 
classes, exhibitions, pro-
gramming and more to 
everyone from toddlers to 
scholars.

It serves 18 million+ 
people annually, and mil-
lions more around the 
world who use its resourc-
es at www.nypl.org.

Learn more about 
how to support the Li-
brary at nypl.org/support

Patience and Forti-
tude have reclaimed 

their home.

Ready, set, roar: Iconic 
NYPL lions back after 
$270K restoration

The 108-year-old lions need restoration every 7 to 10 years. NYPL

“We see our support as 

more than simply a restora-

tion but rather a celebra-

tion of our nearly 80-year 

partnership and all that 

the library represents to 

visitors near and far.”

Heather Nesle, NYLF President

MORGAN ROUSSEAU 

morgan@metro.us



Senior government 
officials in multiple U.S.-
allied countries were 
targeted earlier this year 
with hacking software 
that used Facebook Inc’s 
WhatsApp to take over us-
ers’ phones, according to 
people familiar with the 
messaging company’s in-
vestigation.

Sources familiar with 
WhatsApp’s internal 
investigation into the 
breach said a “significant” 
portion of the known 
victims are high-profile 
government and military 
officials spread across at 
least 20 countries on five 
continents.

The hacking of a 
wider group of top gov-
ernment officials’ smart-
phones than previously 
reported suggests the 
WhatsApp cyber intru-
sion could have broad 
political and diplomatic 
consequences.

WhatsApp filed a law-
suit on Tuesday against 
Israeli hacking tool de-
veloper NSO Group. The 
Facebook-owned soft-

ware giant alleges that 
NSO Group built and 
sold a hacking platform 
that exploited a flaw in 
WhatsApp-owned servers 
to help clients hack into 
the cellphones of at least 
1,400 users.

While it is not clear 
who used the software 
to hack officials’ phones, 
NSO says it sells its spy-
ware exclusively to gov-
ernment customers.

Some victims are in 
the United States, United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Mexico, Pakistan and In-
dia, said people familiar 

with the investigation. Re-
uters could not verify 
whether victims from 
these countries included 
government officials.

The revelation comes 
as more than a dozen In-
dian journalists and hu-
man rights activists said 
on Thursday they were 
also targeted.

NSO did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 
for comment. Previously 
it has denied any wrong-
doing, saying its products 
are only meant to help 
governments catch terror-
ists and criminals. REUTERS
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WhatsApp hacked to spy on top 
government officials at U.S. allies

The WhatsApp messaging application. REUTERS



The title to Ray Ro-
mano’s decade-defining 
sitcom was rife to be a 
play on words. If there 
was a title for his initial 
professional contact with 
director Martin Scorsese 
it would be “Everybody 
Loves Raymond Except 
For Martin Scorsese Be-
cause He Literally Has 
No Idea Who He Is.”   In 
fact, he had first become 
aware of Romano during 
the process of directing 
and casting the pilot for 
“Vinyl” – the 1970’s HBO 
music series that Scorsese 
created with Mick Jagger. 
Their team requested a 
tape from Romano.

“So, we sent it in and 
their response was [that] 
Marty likes what he saw,” 
Romano said. “He’s con-

sidering Ray. And he’s 
never heard of Ray. No, 
not kidding. And we, my 
agent and I, were like - so 
he’s never seen the show? 
She goes, ‘No, he’s actually 
never heard of it.’”

Such is the dividing 
line for one of the high-
est-paid and well-known 
sitcom actors of all time 
and one of the most well-
regarded directors of all 
time. The awareness over-
lap wasn’t even mutual. 

“Marty doesn’t watch 
TV,” Romano said. “I was 

lucky when Marty hadn’t 
seen anything that I had 
done. It was just fresh.”

And further, many 
comedy-based performers 
see a difference between 
stand-up and performing 
as an “actor” as a barrier 
in both perception and ca-
reer track. 

“It wasn’t like I started 
out saying stand-up is my 
passion. I found that, just 
knowing that I wanted to 
perform somehow. And 
I said, ‘Oh, this is it.’ And 
then I got the opportunity 

to act and now I want to 
do both,” Romano said. 
“I had messed around in 
acting. But once I got into 
stand-up, that was my pas-
sion. And that’s what I felt 
I did the best. And then 
‘Everybody Loves Ray-
mond’ came from that. 
David Letterman saw me 
on his show and signed 
me to a deal to develop a 
show and that’s how ‘Ev-
erybody Loves Raymond’ 
came to be. So, I wasn’t 
pursuing the acting. I al-
ways had a thought and 

a desire to do something 
with acting. But my goal is 
to be a great stand-up [co-
median] and that’s what 
I was doing when ‘Every-
body Loves Raymond’ 
came. And then I was ‘Ev-
erybody Loves Raymond’ 
for nine years. But I always 
had this desire and a part 
of my dream wasn’t to be 
a sitcom actor.”

In “The Irishman,” Ro-
mano gets that chance. 
His portrayal of legendary 
teamster union lawyer Bill 
Bufalino supports the in-
tegrity of the whole struc-
ture and Romano nails 
his part. Bufalino worked 
closely with Jimmy Hoffa 
and overlapped regularly 
with the other principals 
of the mob crime epic. 
“Bufalino was not like, 
this intimidating criminal 
presence. The big impres-
sion isn’t that he wasn’t 
one of those guys, but he 
was still in that world,” Ro-
mano said. 

The central character, 
Frank Sheeran, the titular 
“Irishman,” is gradually 
pulled into a criminal cir-
cle, sometimes of his own 
accord and sometimes by 

how the world makes its 
accords for you. The con-
sequences of his and the 
group’s decisions become 
weightier as time passes 
and the reality of this 
and their world envelop 
around him. Scorsese said 
that he views Sheeran, at 
his core, as a good person.

“If you took that same 
man and his same soul 
and started his life in a dif-
ferent way, I can see what 
he means that there’s a 
core of a person there, and 
his path took him into 
this world. And he did 
some horrible things. But, 
I think with this movie, 
Marty was showing how 
it’s not as black and white 
as people think. And   
that’s what’s unique about 
the movie,” Romano said. 

“There’s an emotional 
core that’s similar, no 
matter where you are in 
life, you could be in this 
criminal world, or outside 
and we all feel the same 
things. Unless you’re a so-
ciopath.”

“The Irishman” will be 
in select theatres Nov. 1 and 
will stream on Netflix start-
ing Nov. 27.
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Ray Romano is finally on Martin Scorsese’s radar

The actor and come-
dian stars in the mob 
epic, “The Irishman.” 

JAMES CASE

NETFLIX
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Vir Das is almost ready to 
take in New York and all 
of its charms. The Indian 
comedian will be per-
forming his biggest show 
in the city to date with a 
headlining performance 
at The Town Hall for this 
year’s New York Com-
edy Festival on Friday, 
Nov. 8. After touring the 
globe and releasing a 
Netflix special (“Abroad 
Understanding”) as well 
as getting a role in the 
short-lived ABC comedy, 
“Whiskey Cavalier,” Das 
should feel assured about 
playing such a big and 
distinguished venue. 
But when I spoke with 
him over the phone, the 
performer seemed a little 
nervous seeing the date 
on his calendar. 

“I’ve never done 
Town Hall,” says Das. “It 
might be the most, you 
know, one of the most 
prestigious venues that 

I’ve ever done. So I’m 
decidedly nervous about 
it. I’m comforted by the 
fact that there’s a heavy 
Indian population in 
New York. And then New 
Jersey is right nearby. 
So I think I’m gonna be 
okay. You know, and last 
year I was in an American 
TV show, so that kind 
of changed the ratio of 
people coming. And I 
did a tour in America 
recently where I was able 
to do, you know, rooms 
like The Wilbur and sort 
of big comedy rooms as 
well and over the last 2 
years it’s been refreshing 
to kind of see a 50/50 split 
of Indian audiences and 
have 50% American audi-
ences and introduce them 
to my sort of an authentic 
Indian perspective.” 
 
You are performing 
at The Town Hall for 
the New York Comedy 
Festival this year. Do you 
have any history with 
this festival? 
I do! I kind of made my 
New York debut at Caro-
lines. I think that was two 
years ago. And then after 

that, they booked me for 
the festival, I think it was 
two years ago or maybe 
last year. And booked me 
in the Kennedy Center, 
which none of us knew 
if that venue would fill 
up or not. I also shot my 
Netflix special partly 
in New York, my first 
Netflix special. So, it’s 
kind of nice to come back 
and do Town Hall. It’s 
nerve-wracking and I’m 
hoping people show up. 
Otherwise, I have braved 
a very long immigration 

line at JFK for nothing. So, 
I’m hoping they show up! 
 
In your mind, what is 
more nerve-wracking: 
taping a comedy special 
or playing a big venue 
like Town Hall?  
I think that this thing 
is much more nerve-
wracking, you know 
what I mean? Because 
by the time you tape the 
special, the material is 
allegedly the best that 
it’s ever going to be. And 
that tells you that’s your 

final shot. But I’m coming 
into New York Comedy 
Festival with a new show, 
and the show is called 
“Loved” and it’s all about 
a comedian questioning 
whether he’s good at 
love or not and insights 
alone. So in that sense, 
it’s pretty universal with 
you. It feels lighthearted 
and the stakes are just 
how much fun you can 
make this evening. Not 
is the lighting in the 
camera working well. So, 
definitely just coming in 
and doing a large show, 
you get to play and mix 
and be organic. That’s 
always better. 
 
So what is the answer to 
that question? Is a come-
dian good at love? 
Well, no, not at all. We 
wouldn’t be comedians, 
would we? But it’s kind of 
spoiling [the] point of the 
show, was just me kind of 
sitting down and going, 
“Do comedians have the 
time nor the inclination 
or the mental capacity to 
practice real love?” And 
not just real romantic 
love. I mean, love for 

your parents. I mean love 
for your country, love 
for your dog, love for 
your best friend, love for 
family, love for grandpar-
ents, love for your wife. 
Because I’m this person 
who’s kind of a hope-
less romantic and I’m all 
about these bold gestures. 
But none of them have 
any sort of practical ap-
plication in a new life. So 
to be a comic that comes 
into town for a few days, 
has one bold gesture, 
then leaves - can you 
classify that as love? And 
that’s sort of the theme of 
the show. Because I feel 
like comedians, we either 
have time for no romance 
or a severe amount of 
very large, short-circuited, 
sporadic romance. And 
the real stuff has been 
faltered. The problem also 
delves into politics, you 
know, do you love your 
God, what kind of govern-
ment do you love as well? 
But you know, love is the 
overarching theme.

NY Comedy Festival Pres-
ents Vir Das, The Town 
Hall, Nov. 8 at 7:00 p.m.

The Indian comedian 
will be playing The 
Town Hall as a part 
of the NY Comedy 

Festival. PAT KING

Comedian Vir Das on his biggest NYC show to date
PHOTO COURTESY OF 

THE NEW YORK COMEDY 

FESTIVAL
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Well, Brodie, they got 
you. 

Not only that, but 
they won the whole darn 
thing. 

The rehashing of 
New York Mets general 
manager Brodie Van Wa-
genen’s brash preseason 
comments has become 
a tired tradition in 2019. 

But it bears repeating 
once again. 

Back in January, the 
former agent-turned-GM 
laid down the gauntlet 
when presenting his 
2019 season hopes. 

“I look forward to 
showing people that 
we’re a team to be reck-
oned with,” Van Wa-
genen said. “Let’s not be 
shy on wanting to be the 
best and I fully expect 
us to be competitive, to 
be a winning team. Our 
goal is to win a champi-
onship and it starts with 
the division. So come get 
us.”

Those comments 
were about a month af-
ter Van Wagenen pulled 
off his first big block-
buster as Mets GM, ac-
quiring closer Edwin 
Diaz and Robinson 
Cano from the Seattle 
Mariners for promising 
prospect Jarred Kelenic, 
Justin Dunn, Jay Bruce, 
Anthony Swarzak and 
Gerson Bautista.

By now, we know how 
that deal played out. 

Both Cano and Diaz 
had their worst seasons 
as pros while a second-
straight Cy Young-wor-
thy campaign from Jacob 
deGrom and a young, 
talented core featuring 
Pete Alonso, Jeff McNeil, 
Amed Rosario and J.D. 
Davis was derailed by 
an inept manager, a hei-
nous bullpen and upper 
management that re-
fused to spend to bolster 
the team’s playoff push. 

The Mets took an 
important step in right-
ing the ship by firing 
Mickey Callaway after 
two losing seasons, but 

even this process can’t 
be easy. 

Van Wagenen, along 
with owners Jeff and 
Fred Wilpon, have 
dragged their feet hir-
ing a new manager. So 
much so that their NL 
East rival, the Philadel-
phia Phillies, swooped in 
and nabbed Joe Girardi 
— considered a front-
runner for the Mets job 
— despite the Mets hav-
ing a week head start in 
the search process. 

New York still doesn’t 
have its manager with 
the drawn-out interview 
process having more 
rounds than the actual 
postseason. 

The names in the run-
ning leave plenty to be 
desired, too. The Mets 
are reportedly down to 
Carlos Beltran, Tim Bo-
gar, Derek Shelton and 
Eduardo Perez. 

None of those names 
have legitimate MLB 
managing experience. 

With the season over 
and the Washington Na-
tionals taking their first-
ever World Series title in 
a thrilling Fall Classic, 
an intriguing offseason 
loaded with big-name 
free agents takes center 
stage. 

The Fall Classic alone 
featured two of the big-
gest names available on 
the market this winter 
as Astros ace Gerrit Cole 
and Nationals star third 
baseman Anthony Ren-
don will test the waters. 

It prompted the New 
York Post’s  Joel Sher-
man  to write a column 
imploring the Mets to 
heavily pursue both, 
stating that they can 
“stop the laughter” by 

landing either of those 
names. 

While it’s an admi-
rable notion, I think 
what’s more laughable 
is the idea that the Wil-
pons would be willing to 
drop $250 million-plus 
contracts on players — 
even if they enhance the 
Mets’ standing in the NL 
East. 

It would also ease the 
logjam within the roster. 

Nabbing Rendon 
would make a player like 
Davis expendable. And 
his promising bat could 
be dealt for problem-
solvers for other parts of 
the roster. 

The same would go 
for Noah Syndergaard 
if the Mets were to get 
Cole. 

Suddenly, the Mets 
would have two bonafide 
stars while possessing 
the assets needed to bol-
ster the bullpen. 

All that’s left to be 
done then is get the 
right manager. 

But the importance 
of this offseason for the 
Mets cannot be stressed 
enough. 

They have a nice 
little team right now in 
an NL East division that 
now features the World 
Series champions, a re-
loading Phillies team 
with a proven, winning 
manager, and the young, 
explosive Atlanta Braves. 

The ball is in the 
Wilpons’ and Van Wa-
genen’s court. Either 
you make an actual com-
mitment to winning this 
winter, or you continue 
thinking with your bank 
account and finding pup-
pets to create the illu-
sion of contention. 

FOR METS, TIME 
FOR BRODIE, 

WILPONS TO
PUT UP OR SHUT UP

Mets GM Brodie Van Wagenen and COO Jeff Wilpon. GETTY IMAGES
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TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Proposals for Insuring Chancery Building and 7 Official 
Vehicles of the Consulate General of Pakistan

The Consulate General of Pakistan, New York, invites sealed proposals 
from reputable Insurance Companies for insurance of the following

• Office Building • Seven (7) official vehicles

 Interested parties may submit their proposals directly or through 
licensed brokers to the address below by November 14, 2019 (11:00 AM). 
Proposals will be opened the same day at 3:00 PM in the presence of 
bidders or their representatives.

 As per Pakistan Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) 
Rule 33 (1), the Consulate general reserves the right to reject any or 
all proposals at any time prior to its acceptance.

For information, please contact: 
Head of Chancery, Consulate General of Pakistan 
12 E. 65th Street, New York, NY 10065 
Tel: 212-879-5800 • Fax: 212-517-6987 
Email: info@pakistanconsulateny.org

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
of 1571 Hollywood LLC.
Articles of Org. filed 
with the Secy. of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
09/24/2019. Office location: 
Bronx County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC c/o Mei Dan 
Liu, 1571 Hollywood Ave., 
Bronx, NY 10461. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
of LULU AND GUY LLC. 
Articles of Org. filed with 
the Secy. of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 08/27/2019. 
Office location: Kings 
County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC c/o 
836 Crown Street, Apt. # 
C1, Brooklyn, NY 11213. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a license, Number 1317948, for 
Restaurant Wine has been applied 
for by the undersigned to sell Wine, 
Beer & Cider at retail under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law 
at 95-15 Northern Blvd., Jackson 
Heights, NY 11372. Queens County, 
for on premises consumption. 
Las Juanas Restaurante Asadero 
Inc. d/b/a Las Juanas Restaurante 
Asadero.

LEGAL NOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad call 
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New York sports is in 
a sorry state. 

The Big Apple is in 
the midst of one of the 
longest championship 
droughts in its history 
with the Giants’ Super 
Bowl XLVI triumph over 
the Patriots the last time 
a New York team across 
the four major sports 
leagues won a title. 

That was seven years 
ago.

Just how rare is this 
kind of drought in New 
York?

The only time since 
1900 that New York has 
been forced to wait lon-
ger for a championship 
was from 1906-1920 
when World Series titles 
by the old New York Gi-
ants bookended the dry 
spell. 

Most of the credit 
for New York’s prosper-
ity throughout the past 
century goes to the Yan-
kees, who have won 27 
World Series titles since 
1923 — just in case one 
of your obnoxious Yan-
kee-fan friends haven’t 
reminded you lately. 

But even the Yankees 
have had issues return-
ing to the mountain top, 
which so many millen-
nials have grown accus-
tomed to throughout 
their childhood and ado-
lescent years. 

The Bronx Bombers 
haven’t won or even 
appeared in a World Se-
ries since title No. 27 in 
2009 over the Phillies. 
It made the 2010s the 
first decade since the 
1910s that the Yankees 
didn’t win an American 
League pennant. They 
came close for a second 
time in three years a few 
weeks ago, falling to the 
Astros in six games in 
the ALCS. 

Next October is oh so 
far away now as Yankees 
fans grow more impa-

tient. Can’t you hear the 
screams for Brian Cash-
man to sign Gerrit Cole 
yet? 

With the Yankees en-
tering hibernation until 
spring, the rest of the 
New York sports scene 
doesn’t instill much con-
fidence. 

Many believe the Wil-
pon family and Brodie 
Van Wagenen won’t in-
vest enough to make the 
Mets a legitimate World 
Series contender despite 
piecing together a prom-
ising core.

A convoluted mana-
gerial search hasn’t 
helped.

The Jets are a dump-
ster fire at 1-6 with star 
safety Jamal Adams now 
at odds with general 
manager Joe Douglas fol-
lowing a dramatic trade 
deadline on Tuesday. It’s 
just the latest embar-
rassment for a franchise 
that lost their franchise 
quarterback for a month 
with mono, released vet-
eran offensive lineman 
Kelechi Osemele because 
he had shoulder surgery 
against his team’s will 
and scoring just seven 
offensive touchdowns in 
seven games this season.

The Giants aren’t in 
much better shape, sit-
ting at 2-6, as general 
manager Dave Gettle-
man has refused to in-
vest in an offensive line 
to protect his meal tick-
ets in Daniel Jones and 
Saquon Barkley. 

In the NBA, the Nets 
are off to a slow start 
at the commencement 
of the Kyrie Irving era. 

Without Kevin Durant 
for the 2019-20 season, 
expectations are certain-
ly limited for the fran-
chise that has clawed its 
way out of the depths of 
the NBA’s basement. 

As for the Knicks, 
well, they’re still the 
Knicks.

Their co-tenants, 
the Rangers, are in the 
middle of a rebuild with 
future success reliant on 
second-year head coach 
David Quinn’s abil-
ity to develop numerous 
young players. 

Early returns have 
been mixed, to say the 
least.

Across the river, the 
New Jersey Devils (who 
have quite a following 
in New York) are already 
facing the prospect of 
firing their head coach 
after blowing count-
less leads through the 
2019-20 season’s first 10 
games. 

Combine the Giants, 
Jets, Knicks, Nets, Rang-
ers and Devils win totals 
so far this season and 
you have nine.

That’s it. 
Do you know who has 

eight wins this year who 
almost everyone (includ-
ing the New York media) 
likes to forget?

The Islanders. 
Remarkably enough, 

the Islanders are prob-
ably the second-most 
competent team in New 
York right now — a 
concept unheard of five 
years ago when ex-GM 
Garth Snow was running 
the show. 

But owner Jon 

Ledecky’s hiring of Lou 
Lamoriello as GM and 
the subsequent acquisi-
tion of head coach Barry 
Trotz has changed the 
culture on Long Island 
(and Brooklyn, depend-
ing on where their home 
games are played). 

The Islanders went 
from a two-decades-long 
joke in the NHL to a 
103-point team last sea-
son that made the East-
ern Conference semifi-
nals. 

This season, after be-
ing written off by almost 
everyone once again, 
they own an NHL-best 
seven-game win streak 
thanks to a culture that 
stresses defense and 
team, not the individual.

Still, the team is con-
sidered an afterthought. 

NHL pundits con-
tinue to wait for the 
“unsustainable” style of 
play — which absorbs as 
much opposing pressure 
as possible before hit-
ting them on the coun-
ter — will give out. 

New York media sim-
ply doesn’t pay attention 
because they don’t pro-
vide the same amount 
of clout as the Rangers. 
It’s understandable, 
considering the Rangers 
are an Original 6 brand 
that plays in the world’s 
most famous arena. 

But the fact of the 
matter is that the Island-
ers certainly seem to be 
in a better position to 
make a championship 
run compared to the 
Rangers — or anyone 
else until next fall, at 
least for now. 

While New York 
muddles through 
a championship 
drought, the Is-

landers look to be 
the best team cur-

rently playing.

Behold New York’s next best 
championship hope: The Islanders?

GETTY IMAGES

JOE PANTORNO 

joseph.pantorno@metro.us
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NO PROBLEM WITHOUT 
SOLUTION

INTERNATIONAL SPIRITUAL HEALER 
CLAIRVOYANT FROM AFRICA  

I CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR PROBLEMS 
EVEN MOST DESPERATE CASE WHERE 

OTHERS HAVE FAILED TO HELP
BRING BACK LOVED ONE,

REUNITE LOVERS, 
FAMILY PROBLEMS,

SEXUAL PROBLEMS,  BUSINESS,  
EXAMS, JOBS, COURT CASE,

BLACK MAGIC
 VOODOO PROTECTION FROM 

ENEMIES, OR BUSINESS 
DIFFICULT CHILD OR 

DIFFICULT OF GETTING A
CHILD HEALTH ISSUE OR

EVIL SPIRITS, ETC.

Email: madibatabatouenploi@gmail.com

Payment after the results

Quick Result in few days 
100% Guarantee, 

Speak: English / French 
Call: 646-331-8597, 

929-326-2899  
2 or 5 Trains Church Avenue

Work Private and Confidential 

PROFESSOR 

KARAMO

Madame Wisdom 646-259-1409
Can help you with love, and spiritual problems. 

All religions are welcome, private and confidential. 
Good luck, reunite lovers, remove spiritual blockage, 

Clear negativity, removal of black magic, Bad luck, 
deal with voodoo, witchcraft, evil spirits, jealousy, etc.

email is MadamWisdom77@yahoo.com

MR SERINE
Spiritual 
Healer & 
Coach

Specialized in all kind of 
Love Situation

Remove all kind of black magic, 
Witchcraft, Evil Spirits, Curse & 

Depression

We restore luck, jobs, position,
impotence, sexual desires,

court case & more...

Destroy enemies & offer protection

100% Guaranteed result in 7 days!

CALL 718-200-8126
www.benmedium.com

HOME HELPER
WANTED

HHA FOR GREATER PAY!
Without HHA? You can still

help elderly friends & family
members for great pay!

646-799-6062
212-564-3882 | 646-832-7647

or visit us at: 110 West 34th St.
Suite 1207 Manhattan, M-F, 10-5

STATE BANK OF INDIA
460 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022

HIRING
STATE BANK OF INDIA, NEW YORK BRANCH

IS LOOKING TO HIRE SUITABLE CANDIDATES
FOR THE POSITION OF ENTRY-LEVEL CLERKS

Associate General Banking Candidates should possess educational 
qualifications of a High School diploma and be capable of working in
a computerized environment.

Associate IT Support with at least one year experience. Must be able 
to provide customer support, problem solve, and be able to track and 
solve outstanding IT issues.

The position has an annual compensation of $29,120.00 plus group
life insurance, health & dental insurance and 401K benefits.

Interested candidates may please submit the resume to:
mgrhr.nyb@statebank.com and pna.nyb@statebank.com

on or before November 13, 2019.

(SBI NEW YORK IS AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT( Q
OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION))

Furnished Rooms For Rent!
Cable/Internet Ready! Move

In Today! All utilities Inc.
Starting Just $150/wk.

Call Us Now:(212)368-2685

All Manhattan/Bronx

Absolute Yes! SAME DAY

888-415-0796 instant!
for Diabetic Test Strips

224 w 116 st, B,B C,2, 3, trains
TH, 2-6:30 / M-F, 2-4PM

!CASH PAID!PP
One Touch Ultra.100, FTT reestyle Lite 100,

Contour 100, Contour Next 100, Accu Chek 100 

NEW
HOURS

WORLD FAMOUS PALMIST & SPIRITUALIST

TO GET PERMANENT SOLUTION TO ALL YOUR PROBLEMS SUCH AS:
JOB PROBLEM *BUSINESS PROBLEM *LOVE PROBLEM

COURT CASE *STOP DIVORCE *DEPRESSION
HUSBAND/WIFE RELATIONSHIP *ENEMY PROBLEM

BLACK MAGIC *EVIL SPIRITUAL *ETC

ANAND 
PRASAD 
GURU JI
104-42 LEFFERTS BLVD 

(First Flr) RICHMOND HILL, 
QUEENS, NY 11419

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL & 100% GUARANTEED RESULTS

929-372-2004

WORLD FAMOUS INDIAN SPIRITUAL
HEALER & PSYCHIC READER

100% GUARANTEED RESULTS
He Belongs From Astrology & 
Spiritual Background Family

REMOVING ALL TYPES OF BLACK MAGIC, EVIL SPIRITS, 
VOODOO, OBEAH ETC..........

LOVE • FAMILY • CHILDREN PROBLEM • HEALTH • JOB 
MONEY • LUCK • BIRTH • STONES • DEPRESSION  
ENEMY • SEXUAL PROBLEM • COURT CASES ETC..

347-251-4717 
1302 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11216 

(Also Serving all of NYC, Long Island and Jersey City)

SPECIALIZED IN BRINGING LOVED ONES BACK 

SHIVA SHANKAR

PSYCHICS

General Help Wanted

JOBS

REAL ESTATE

Rooms for Rent

ITEMS WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad call 

866-900-9473
or visit us at 

www.metro.usCLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad call 866-900-9473

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad call 866-900-9473

or visit us at www.metro.us

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
All classified advertising is subject to the terms and
conditions of the applicable Metro Classified rate 
card and to approval and acceptance at Metro U.S. 
option. Metro  US reserves the right to edit, reject, 
cancel or reclassify an ad, and reserves the right 
to convert any classified advertising to alternative 
formats for use and publication in other Metro U.S. 
publications. It is the advertiser’s sole responsibility 
to check each ad the first day it is published. Metro 
U.S. assumes no responsibility for any reason, for 
any error or omission in any ad.
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Aries Make adjustments 
that will take the pressure off  
of you. Look at your options 
and consider the best way to 
go about improving your life.

Taurus Make a move. Trust 
and believe in what you can 
off er and accomplish. Get to-
gether with people you work 
well with to fi nalize plans.

Yesterday’s Answers

metro.us/wordsearch metro.us/sudoku

Author
Book
Dickens
F. Scott
Hemingway

Joyce
King
Lewis
Lovecraft
Mark Twain

Orwell
Poe
Rowling
Tolkien
Writer

metro.us/wander
Category: Two for One

horoscopes 

Gemini Put more time and 
eff ort into personal changes 
that will make you look and 
feel your best. Address health 
issues and put a diet and 
exercise plan in play.

Cancer If something is 
bothering you, discuss it and 
eliminate the problem. Being 
open and honest about your 
feelings will bring you closer to 
your personal goals.

Leo Personal improvement
should be your focus. You 
cannot please everyone, but 
you can be responsible for 
your own happiness.

Virgo Let go of whatever 
isn’t working for you and 
surround yourself with what’s 
important. Join forces with 
someone who shares your in-
terests, concerns and beliefs.

Libra Think outside the box 
when it comes to new begin-
nings. You have to let go of 
the past to move forward. Cut 
out what is no longer working 
for you.

     Scorpio Evaluate your cur-
rent position and consider 
the changes you’d like to 
make. You have more control 
over what happens next than
you realize.

Sagittarius Take care of 
business before you socialize. 
Protect yourself against nega-
tive publicity by not sharing 
information that is personal 
or that could easily be used 
against you.

Capricorn Use your charm 
and diplomacy if someone 
tries to stir up trouble. A calm 
and controlled attitude will put 
you in the driver’s seat and out 
of harm’s way.

Aquarius A change 
to the ways in which you 
handle people and personal 
matters will help you avoid 
complaints or criticism. Don’t 
get into a conversation with 
someone too rigid to meet 
you halfway.

Pisces Set off  on a new 
adventure. Travel and educa-
tional pursuits are favored, 
and spending more time with 
a loved one will bring you 
closer together. 
EUGENIA LAST

Powered by

ACROSS
1 Snail’s cousin
5 In the distance
9 “__ Land Is Your Land”
13 Burgundy & merlot
15 Crucial
16 Corridor
17 More than suffi  cient
18 Armor-covered animal
20 Compadre
21 Use a shovel
23 Most miff ed
24 Gladden
26 Ashley, to Mary-Kate
27 Characteristics
29 Steamboat developer 
Robert __
32 Theater walkway
33 As __ as an ape
35 Nickname for Mar-
garet
37 Kill
38 Sudden increase
39 Bridge
40 Barbie’s beau
41 Looks for
42 Baseball’s Yogi
43 Sandal features
45 Take into custody
46 “Any port __ storm”

47 Black suit
48 Razor user
51 Clobber
52 Fluid-fi lled pouch
55 Bearable
58 Mexican friend
60 Remove from offi  ce
61 Keep __ on; watch 
closely
62 Tier
63 Experts
64 Compass point
65 Reason to study

DOWN
1 Trade
2 Peru’s capital
3 Disagreeable
4 Become fi rm
5 Old saying
6 Evergreen tree
7 Upper limb
8 Console; encourage
9 Need for water
10 Healthy
11 Misfortunes
12 __ machines; casino 
lures
14 Put to sleep before 
surgery
19 Tiny decorative mat
22 Common contraction
25 Easter fl ower
27 Chore
28 Vexes
29 Desert fruits
30 Tyrannical
31 Gets closer to
33 Colors
34 Flood refuge
36 Small fl y

38 Go __ ways; split up
39 Belgrade native
41 More rational
42 Cruel; savage
44 Headed bolts

45 Actress Larter
47 Bosom
48 Word in a red octagon
49 Period of time
50 Additionally

BY TCA

metro.us/crossword

Check your answers
at metro.us/games

53 Grows older
54 Barn youngster
56 Sheep’s cry
57 Scale divisions: abbr.
59 Was introduced to

Trace a 
path, using 
every letter 
once, to 
fi nd the 
hidden 
phrase. 
Your path 
can turn 
in any 
direction, 
but not 
diagonally.

As the world’s largest global newspaper, Met-
ro has more than 18 million readers in more 
than 100 major cities in 23 countries. 
• Metro New York 120 Broadway, Suite 220 New 

York, NY 10271 • main 212-457-7790 • to advertise 212-457-7735 • 
Press releases pressrelease@metro.us • U.S. Publisher Ed Abrams, 
Ed.Abrams@metro.us • U.S. Circulation Director Joseph Lauletta • 
U.S. Marketing Director Wilf Maunoir • email sales advertising@metro.
us • email distribution distribution@metro.us • Advertisements appear-
ing in Metro are published in good faith. Metro does not endorse and 
makes no representations about any of the advertising content appearing 
in its pages. Metro is not responsible for any loss or damages whatsoever 
resulting from readers using the services of its advertisers. Readers should 
exercise caution when replying to advertisements, especially those which 
require any form of payment, and, where necessary, should seek inde-
pendent legal advice. • Managing Editor 
Morgan Rousseau, morgan@metro.us  • 
Night News Editor Hazel Shahgholi, Ha-
zel .Shahgholi@metro.us • Art Director 
Luis Matos, Luis.Matos@metro.us • 
Sports Editor Joseph Pantorno, joseph.
pantorno@metro.us • Features Editor Pat 
King, Patrick.King@metro.us  • Head of 
Production Matt Prowell , matt.prowell@
metro.us
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