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Dr. Arie Jan Haagen-Smit

Hardly a resident of Southern

California, and certainly not a

single person anywhere who is con-

scious of our environmental prob-

lems, does not associate the name

Haagen-Smit with either smog (first

to define its chemical composition),

the California Air Resources Board

(first permanent chairman), or Cal-

tech (faculty member for 40 years),

or all three.

Not so many know that this re-

markable man, who died of lung

cancer last March 18 at the age of

76, did his early work at Caltech in

the field of plant physiology, an area

in which he maintained a working

interest as studies of the damage-

absorption relationship between

plants and smog expanded. Because

of this interest and because plant-

smog studies were being conducted

at the Arboretum, he was invited by

the California Arboretum Founda-

tion in 1960 to become a member of

the organizations Board of Trustees.

The invitation was accepted and

marked the beginning of a close

association with the Arboretum that

continued until his death.

Dr. Haagen-Smit served nine years

as a member of the Board, two of

those years, 1967-69, as its president.

After serving the nine-year limit, he

was named a permanent honorary

trustee. An article he wrote for the

June 1969 issue of Lasca Leaves re-

flected the mixture of science, social

insight, and humor he brought to his

public writings and speeches. This

humanistic approach typified the

man and produced results at least

equal to his laboratory work, namely,

the education of the public and the

enactment of laws to protect our

environment from air pollution.

For his work in the field of air

pollution, Dr. Haagen-Smit received

many awards. In 1973 he was given

the National Medal of Science for

his work as head of President

Nixon's air pollution task force.

Other awards included a $50,000

Tyler ecology prize, the Smithsonian

Institution's Hodgkins Medal, and

Western Europe's Rhineland Award.

He was elected to the National

Academy of Sciences of both the

United States and his native Hol-

much to him was the unanimous

action of the California Legislature

in renaming the state Air Resources

Board laboratory in El Monte the

Haagen-Smit Laboratory. It is here

that tests are made of atmospheric

conditions and vehicle exhaust emis-

sions. Dr. Haagen-Smit attended

the renaming ceremony, and from

his wheel chair expressed his grati-

tude in a speech laced with charac-

teristic humor.

In the past two years he played

an important role in matters affect-

ing the Arboretum: he served as

chairman of the Council of Advisors

for raising funds for the proposed

Hall of Environmental Education,

and demonstrated his belief in the

need to develop a source of natural

rubber in this country by recom-

mending that the Arboretum be-

come engaged in studies aimed at

increasing the yield of the rubber-

bearing shrub, guayule, a recom-

mendation that led to a research

Foundation.

Queen Anne Frolic

I T started ix 1971, has continued

every odd year, and has proven

itself to be one of the most popular

and successful fund-raising events

staged at the Arboretum. "It" is the

Queen Anne Frolic, the dinner-

dance-with-entertainment for Cali-

fornia Arboretum Foundation mem-
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Descanso Gardens:

The Verdugo Years

Once an obscure part of the vast

landholdings of the Verdugo

family, today's Descanso Gardens

was legally wrested from the family

in 1843. Overriding the protests of

Julio Verdugo, a triumphant Don

Ignacio Coronel secured title to the

northernmost reaches of Rancho San

Rafael, a tract he called "La Canada

atras de Los Verdugos," (the glen

behind the Verdugos), or more fa-

miliarly, Rancho La Canada. Occu-

pation of the area by the Coronel

family was to be short-lived, how-

ever. As the first La Canada settlers,

they were beset with difficulties

from the start, a good part coming

from the depredations of marauding

Indians. At the end of four years

of trying to make Rancho La

Canada a productive enterprise, the

family left, selling the deserted land

lawyers for $700 plus legal fees.

The troubles at Rancho La Canada

had resulted, in large measure, from

the uncertainties that plagued all of

Southern California during the late

1840's. At loggerheads for years, the

United States and Mexico formally

declared war in 1846, and, though

California was only minimally in-

volved in the actual fighting, the

political implications of the struggle

assumed great importance. By the

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in

1848, California (as well as Texas

and most of the Southwest) was

ceded to American control. That

Sutter's mill, and Americans des-

cended on the newly acquired terri-

tory in droves. California was rush-

ed into statehood by 1850, and, sud-

denly, resident Mexican rancheros

found themselves not only under a

now Hag, but faced with a set of

foreign language) of which they had

neither knowledge nor the tempera-

ment to cope with.

By terms of the Treaty of Guada-

lupe Hidalgo, the United States

government was pledged to recog-

nize "legitimate titles to every de-

scription of property, personal and

real, existing in the ceded territor-

ies.' The burden of proving the

validity of property titles, however,

lay with the claimee, and in 1852 a

specially appointed American Land
Commission began hearing cases at

its San Francisco headquarters (all

California titles held under Spanish

or Mexican grants, under penalty of

the process ol

of proof, gat

presenting a coherent case before

the Commission was a time-consum-

ing and legally complex undertak-

ing. It was also expensive, and
therein lay a major root of the miser-

ies that beset and finally broke the

"rancho system" and most rancheros

in California.

Lawyers Scott and Hayes, as own-

ers of Rancho La Canada, filed an

early claim of verification with the

Land Commission and were duly re-

warded in 1855 with confirmation

of a 5,832. 10-acre Mexican grant,

(the actual patent was not issued

until 1866). The official grant bound-

aries, apparently smaller than those

of the original Coronel claim, no

longer included the Verdugo Wood-
lands nor much of the San Rafael

Hills. The new southern boundary

records as "commencing forty varas

from the Old Mission Road (which

ran northwest from Mission San

Gabriel to Mission San Fernando

roughly along, or just south of, to-

day's Foothill Boulevard) and at an

Oak tree (the now fallen Verdugo
Oak, long a Descanso landmark)."

The grant line, in short, bisected to-

day's Descanso Gardens, placing

one part of the acreage in Rancho
La Canada and the remaining sec-

tion in the Verdugo's Rancho San

Julio and Catalina Verdugo,
through their American lawyer, Jo-

seph Lancaster Brent, had secured

confirmation of their Rancho San

Rafael title (36,403 acres) in Sep-

tember, 1855, and two years later

survived a costly U.S. District Court

appeal of the Commission's judg-
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Commemorative plaqm at Dcscanso Gardens.

Photo by William Aplin.
Ready money had long been a

precious commodity in colonial

California (hence the evolution of

the bartering hide and tallow

trade), but until American takeover,

the chronic lack of cash was of

no great significance. With state-

hood, however, came an array of

cash obligations, headed by prop-

erty taxes and lawyers' fees, that

produced first outrage, then panic,

and often ruin for struggling ran-

cheros. By 1856, the lucrative sale

of cattle to northern gold miners

had dwindled; "business has stepped

out and the people is asleep," wrote

the editor of the Los Angeles Star.

As cash income declined and debts

steadily mounted, "most of the na-

tive rancheros," to quote historian

Robert Glass Cleland, "fell prey to

every financial ill and questionable

practice of the time. Short-term

mortgages (secured by property far

in excess of the value of the loan),

unconscionable interest rates, and

deficiency judgments that stripped

the defaulting debtor of his last real,

eventually took from even the

wealthiest and most distinguished

of the native California families,

first their herds of cattle, then^their

the friendly shelter of their simple

lulio Verdugo was no exception

to this pattern. In 1861, faced with

back taxes, but wanting seed and

provisions plus building materials

for a new house, the unsuspecting

ranchero borrowed $3,445 from Los

Angeles merchant Jacob Elias and

properties (the Verdugo lawyer,

Brent, had just left Los Angeles to

ate Army and was, thus, unavailable

for consultation). Merchant Elias'

ruinous three per cent per month

terly, but the loan was compounded

even more decisively by a two-year

drought that struck California al-

most before the ink was dry on the

Verdugo mortgage. "Thousands of

carcasses strew the plains in all di-

rections,'' wrote one observer. "Fam-

ine has done its work and nothing

can now. save what few cattle re-

main on the desert California

ranches." The statistics bear him

out; in the decade from 1860 to

1870, the number of cattle in Los

Angeles County dropped from

70,000 to 20,000', a loss of over 70

percent.

Julio Verdugo was not the only-

man unable to pax- his debts in the

face of this economic disaster, and

repeated with different names
throughout the state. Jacob Elias

ny, a legal battle to disassociate

half of the acreage from the mort-
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not" signed the original loan, failed

in its final appeal to the California

Supreme Court, and, on March 9,

1869, both Ranchos San Rafael and

La Canada were put on the auction

block.

Alfred B. Chapman, son-in-law of

Jonathan Scott, purchased the com-

bined 42,235 acres for the amount

acre), but he soon discovered that

the legal complexities of the property

dissolution were far from over. Nu-

merous claimants, with various con-

through years of Verdugo fund-

raising and debt-paying), appeared

and others to whom he had sold

parcels of land. District Court Case

No. 1621 (November, 1871) was

eventually necessary to settle the

been appropriately labelled "The

Great Partition." The vast Verdugo

acreage was divided thirty-one ways

in that year, from tiny slices for

several family members (including

Julio Verdugo's 200-acre homesite)

to sizeable chunks such as Catalina

and Teodoro's 2,600-acre Verdugo

Woodlands tract. The largest par-

ever from Verdugo hands; Catalina

died in 1871, Julio in 1876, and Teo-

doro in 1904, all on bits of family

acreage, but none with the wealth

and familv prestige of the pre-Amer-

ican days.

Alfred Chapman and his law part-

ner, Andrew Glassell, emerged from

the partition with the 5,832-acre

Rancho La Canada intact and with

their previous San Rafael sales, such

as Benjamin Dreyfus' 8,500 acres,

basically unencumbered. The Des-

canso Gardens site remained, at this

juncture, on the southern La Canada
boundary line, part of it on the

Chapman Glassell property and the

San Rafael acreage. Succeeding

years brought a gradual influx of

settlers to both the areas, slowly

carving the land into today's home-

sites and housing subdivisions.

Physical isolation and lack of a re-

liable water source at first retarded

urban development; however, much
as it had in the earliest days of own-

ership, and well into the twentieth

century, the La Canada Valley re-

mained an agricultural enclave

spotted with unimproved tracts. In

1937, newspaperman Elias Man-

chester Boddy bought one of those

unimproved tracts, 125 acres of

brush, briars, and poison oak (from

the original La Canada section). He
added forty acres ( from the Dreyfus

partition) two years later, and, on

the combined acreage, set for him-

self a beautification program that

has culminated in the horticultural

success story today called Descanso

Gardens.

Smultf Snider is the Department

historian.

ARBORETUM, Arcadia DESCANSO GARDENS, La Canada

CHANGE OF ADDRESS??

JULY 30,31 — Sat. 12 to 5 p.m.
Sun. 9 to 5 p.m.

Begonia Show
San Gabriel Valley Begonia Society

JULY 31 — 10 a.m.

"Ausfralian^ection"
Gary Wallace, biologist

AUGUST 28—10 a.m.
Stmdaj, Morning Walk

Dr. Leonid Enari, senior biologist

SEPTEMBER 18— 2 p.m.
Sund e. \ttcrnoon Talk

Kennem MonTgomery, biologist

SEPTEMBER 23 — 6 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 24, 25—Sat. 12 t

Bonsai Show
Presented by C

Bonsai Society

Sun. 9 to 5 p.m.

SOUTH COAST BOTANIC
GARDEN, Palos Verde Peninsula

JULY 2, 3, 4— 9 to 5 p.m.

Edward Hartnagi

i delivery of your GAR-

gazine by 1) notifying

ir new address no less

t'eeks in advance of the

, and 2) by asking your

e to forward all your

Baldwin A

Arcadia, CA 91106.
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