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Construction began in December
on an addition to the library

building at the Los Angeles State

and County Arboretum. If every-

thing goes according to plans, the

addition should be finished by early

April when construction activity will

shift to the present gatehoi

sequence is necessary because 1

tour guides and graphic artists w

now occupy offices in the gatehoi

This

will move into the library addition,

clearing the way for the new visitor

orientation center in the renovated

gatehouse. Work is scheduled to be-

gin on this phase later in April.

The library addition is Phase I of

the entrance renovation project

financed by the California Arboretum

Foundation's matching funds pro-

gram. Construction will add three

new offices as well as remodel several

existing rooms on the east side of the

building. Staff artists will move into

one of the offices while the public

relations office will occupy the

About one-third of the added floor

space will be devoted to housing the

computer system as it expands in the

future. In the 18 months since the

Foundation acquired the computer,

its utilization has continued to grow,

necessitating a separate room with an

independent climate control system.

Although the addition will cover

about 800 square feet, it will intrude

only slightly into the public garden,

since it is built mostly atop the li-

brary's underground heating and air

conditioning plant. The painted

masonry exterior will blend with the

new rotunda and existing library

building. Along the east side near

the main walk, a new trellis will

soften the roofline and tie the build-

other landscape de-

Pederson, Beckhart, Wesley &

tice, architects for the first phase,

lso designed Phase II that will

ransform the old gatehouse into a

video viewing area, visitors

their first glimpse of Art

highlights during different

Plans call for an interactive video

system that on will, on command,

answer questions about the Arbo-

retum and give information about

coming events. Glass display cases

will contain changing exhibits of
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plants or artifacts that add detail

and dimension to a trip around the

Arboretum grounds.

To prepare for the orientation cen-

ter, the contractors will gut the gate-

house, leaving only exterior walls

and two supporting columns in

place. After the interior has been

opened up, a track lighting grid will

be installed, excess windows blocked

off and a double-door entry installed

in place of the present ticket win-

dows. Diffused light will reflect off

the ceiling from fixtures in the low-

ered soffit, giving the entire center

museum quality lighting.

The library addition and visitor

orientation center are only two of the

many improvements made possible

by the Foundation's matching funds

program. Those of you who use the

Arboretum regularly have probably

already noticed several completed

projects. Matching funds raised by

the Foundation financed renovation

of the Lecture Hall, the koi pond

observation deck, concrete walks

near the greenhouses and on Tallac

Knoll, upgrading of the Demonstra-

tion Home Gardens, resurfacing all

the inside roads and the new en-

Among the other projects slated to

begin as contributions come in are

five interpretive centers throughout

the grounds, a refurbished entrance-

way vista, parking lot expansion, and

a new water conservation garden.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE DRAWS
1,000 HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS

l\ 1,000 visitors greeted the Las

Voluntarias y Ayudantes staffing the

Queen Anne Cottage Open House on

Dec. 15. Siby (Mrs. Perry) Minton

coordinated the 65 volunteers who
either decorated the buildings Friday

or led tours on Sunday. Docents

provided visitors with information

and historical highlights in the Coach

Barn, Santa Anita Depot and the

Cottage. Throughout the busy after-

noon, patient visitors, many with the

entire family in tow, waited as much
as an hour in line to tour the interior

of the Cottage.

This year the focus of interest

seemed to radiate outward from the

Cottage through the entire historical

section. In the Coach Barn an ex-

hibit of Chinese mementos was "the

hit of the show," according to curator

Sandra Snider. Many Oriental visi-

tors enjoyed the collection so much
that they set about translating let-

ters written by "Lucky" Baldwin's

Chinese employees, revealing poig-

nant glimpses of personal lives that

were quite different from that of

their famous boss. One young man
even claimed to be the great-grand-

son of Baldwin's Chinese herbalist.

In the Santa Anita Depot, Peg
(Mrs. Thomas) Dorr and her cadre
of 16 docent guides were busy all

day showing off the interior and ex-

plaining the historical items on dis-

play. The railroad lanterns, vintage

luggage, and century-old packing

crates were easy enough to recog-

nize, but without the docents' knowl-

edge who codL :
'

*

ers"? These large rubber disks once
cushioned kegs of beer being unload-

ed from trains. Another popular ex-

hibit was a photographic chronology

of the Depot, documenting changes
in the building and its setting from
the time it was built, on through its

heyday and subsequent abandon-
ment until the final reconstruction

RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS
AMA Handbook of Poisonous and Injurious Plants, by Kenneth F. Lampe

and Mary Ann McCann. Chicago, American Medical Assn., 1985.

Ball Red Book: Greenhouse Growing, ed. by Vic Ball. Reston, Va., Reston
Publ. Co., 1985.

Bonsai: Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy, by Deborah R. Koreshoff.

Portland, Ore., Timber Press, 1984.

Children's Gardens: A Field Guide for Teachers, Parents and Volunteers,

by Elizabeth Bremner and John Pusey. Univ. of California Coop. Ext.,

Common Ground Garden Program.

Container Gardening. 4th ed. Menlo Park, Calif., Lane, 1984.

The Cottage Garden, by Roy Genders. New ed. London, Pelham.

Edible and Poisonous Mushrooms of Canada, by J. Walton Groves. Ottawa,

Agriculture Canada, 1979.

Herb Garden Design, by Faith H. Swanson and Virginia B. Rady. Hanover,

N.H., University Press of New England, 1984.

Herbs: an Indexed Bibliography, 1971-1980. The scientific literature on
sefected herbs, and aromatic and medicinal plants of the temperate
zone, by James E. Simon, Alena F. Chadwick, and Lyle E. Craker.

Hamden, Ct., Archon Books, 1984.

Hummingbirds: Their Life and Behavior. A photographic study of the North
American species, by Esther Quesada Tyrrell and Robert A. Tyrrell.

New York, Crown, 1985.

Ortho Problem Solver, ed. by Michael D. Smith. 2nd ed. San Francisco,

Ortho Information Services, 1984.

The Overlook Water Gardener's Handbook, by Philip Swindells. Woodstock
N.Y., Overlook Press, 1984.

Peppers: the Domesticated Capsicums, by Jean Andrews. Austin, Univ.
of Texas Press, 1984.

Perennials: How to Select, Grow & Enjoy, by Pamela Harper and Frederick
McGourty. Tucson, Ariz., HPBooks, 1985.

Flowers of the Himalaya, by Oleg Polunin and Adam Stainton. Oxford
Oxford Univ. Press, 1984. (Continued on page 8)
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11,042 for restoration work in the

listorical section, the volunteers'

nain motivation was public service.

So many people are interested,"

aid Ms. Snider, "so we thought it

vould be nice if they didn't have to

vait two years to see all the fascinat-

ng material that is normally hidden

iway in storage."

Thanks to the California Arbore-

tum Foundation's matching

funds program, the Los Angeles State

and County Arboretum now has two

new signs that make the entrance

more visible to motorists whizzing

past on Baldwin Avenue.

Late in December a crane lifted

into place the two signs that had

taken almost four months to build.

New lights were also installed to

make them visible to night-time

Letters covered in gold leaf and

stylized flowers in a twining pattern

stand out against a dark background

of carved and sandblasted clear grain

redwood. David Bottom from Total

Graphics, the company that made the

signs, said the gold covered alumi-

num letters will be unaffected in the

future even if the kiln dried wood
should crack as it weathers.

A wrought iron standard supports

the double-sided smaller sign over-

hanging Baldwin Avenue that fea-

tures a track for sliding panels to hold

coming events information. David

Henry, also from Total Graphics,

said that the other sign that faces east

is, at 9 by 12 feet, the largest solid

wood sign yet designed by that com-

The signs are part of the overall

upgrading of the entrance that will

give visitors a better first impression

of what they can expect when they

come to the Arboretum.
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The Livistona Palms o
and the palms that are reliably hardy and of Liv

useful palms for Southern Cali-

fornia gardening are the livistonas.

Along with the washingtonias,

trachycarpus, and chamaerops,

these are among the large group of

palms with fan-shaped or palmate

leaves that are nearly circular in out-

line and cut toward the center into a

few to many leaf segments. Among

dependable here, the livistonas are

notable for their generally small size

in relation to the average home and

the tendency of several to have

leaves with weeping leaf segments

giving them the graceful effect of a

fountain or a lacy open appearance.

The name Livistona was chosen to

commemorate Patrick Murray, Baron

?, founder of the Royal

irden, Edinburgh, Scot-Botan:

land.

The genus Livistona contains about

28 species native over an area from

tropical and subtropical Asia through

Malaya to Australia and the Philip-

pine Islands. Twenty of the species

are native to Australia, and of these,

eight are as yet to be named and de-
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to the palmate leaves, these species

are grouped together by such fea-

tures as spinose teeth along part or

the entire length of the leaf stalk,

blades that are deeply divided and
then further split into two segments,

flower stalks among the leaves, and
by many features of the small green

According to the Sunset New West-

ern Garden Book, four species are

in cultivation in the West. Livistona

australis is the hardiest species of the

genus, tolerating temperatures as

low as 20 degrees Fahrenheit. In

eastern Australia where it is native,

it may reach a height of 80 feet, but

here it grows to 50 feet. Its circular

dark green leaves are 3-5 feet in di-

ameter and are divided more than

halfway into 70 cleft segments. Com-
monly called the "cabbage palm," it

was put to many uses by the Abori-

gines. Both they and later settlers

felled these palms to harvest the

"cabbage" or "heart" at the growing
tip for use as food.

Livistona chinensis, the most fre-

quently cultivated species, is called

Chinese fan palm or Chinese foun-

tain palm. The stout trunk may
eventually reach a height of 15 feet.

The bright green leaves can reach a

diameter of 3 to 6 feet; they fall away
cleanly from the trunk with age. A
large central undivided surface con-

trasts with the hanging outer portion,

the effect which gave rise to the

name fountain palm. This beautiful

and hardy species prefers well-

drained moist soil with supplemental

water during dry spells. Three dif-

ferent accessions of this species can

be found in the Palm and Bamboo
Section including a dramatic plant-

ing of three individuals in a tight

group. This species has been used

for centuries in China for fan-mak-

Livistona decipiens is native to the

stream banks, in eucalyptus forests

and along the margins of the rain-

forest, often in sandy soils where

groundwater is accessible. It is a

handsome species with a tall, nar-

row trunk to 30-40 feet high and a

large crown of strongly weeping

fronds. It prefers well-drained,

moist soil with extra water during a

drought. Young plants benefit from

regular fertilizing. At the north end

of the Palm and Bamboo Section in

L5/SE there is an impressive grove

of eight individuals.

Livistona marine, the Central Aus-

tralian cabbage palm, becomes a tall

palm 80-100 feet high in its native

habitat but grows slowly to 15-25

feet in our area. The total wild popu-

lation consisting of about 3,000

plants occurs in the Finke River Val-

ley of the McDonnell Range in Cen-

tral Australia, 600 miles from any

other palms. As a stranded relic of

more salubrious times, it is analagous

to our nearby Washingtonia palms

of Palm Springs and northern Baja

California. Another common name,

the bronze fan palm, alludes to the

bronzy red leaves of young plants;

mature foliage is bluish-green. As
with L. australis the heart of this

palm was harvested by the Aborigi-

nes along with tender young leaves

for food.

In addition, three other species are

presently growing in the Arboretum,
all planted out last summer. Livistona

merrillii from the Philippines was
planted in P6 and P7. Livistona

rigida was planted in P7 and P8. This

native of tropical Australia is simi-

lar in many respects to L. mariae.

Young plants in our collection are

exceedingly handsome with wine-red

leaves. Finally, there is one acces-

sion of L. saribus, the taraw palm
from Southeast Asia, Indonesia and
the Philippine Islands. Considering
its tropical homelands, it has thus far

adapted well to Southern California.

This species is said to produce dra-

matic trusses of brilliant blue fruits,

each about one-half inch in diameter.

Due primarily to the recent col-

lecting efforts of Loran Whitelock
over an extensive part of the Austral-
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seedlings of several new and very

interesting species that will eventual-

ly make their way into our plantings.

These include L. drudei, endemic to

a narrow coastal area in the state of

Queensland. Its features include a

smooth, pale trunk and shiny leaves

with black bases on the leafstalk.

Livistona eastonii is a slender palm

growing only 15-25 feet high with

persistent leaf bases and light green

leaves. It is endemic to the Kimberley

Region of Western Australia. Livis-

tona incrmis, likewise a very slender

smallish species with a sparse crown

of delicate leaves, is found only in

the Northern Territory. The last

named species is L. loriphylla, named

with reference to the very slender

leaf segments with a similarity to

ribbons. This is another slender

Livistona with divided fronds and

drooping segments.

However, there are three additional

species, all unnamed, which Mr.

Whitelock has donated to the Arbo-

retum. Livistona sp. 'Blackdown is

endemic to the Blackdown Table-

land of central Queensland. This very

distinct species is most handsome in

having new leaves rusty golden

brown on the underside. These

leaves expand to become 3-4 feet

across, flat, and gray-green in color.

Livistona sp. 'Carnarvon' from

Queensland has a slender trunk,

shiny green leav es with drooping tips

and bright yellow flowers. Finally,

L. sp. 'Kingleopold' was collected in

Western Australia.

Also in the collection are seedlings

of L. muelleri of Queensland, Aus-

tralia and L. rotundifolia from Indo-

nesia and the Philippine Islands.

You are invited to enjoy the col-

lection of livistonas in the Palm and

Bamboo Section at the Arboretum.

Spent fronds of Livistona mariae

eventually fall away cleanly, expos-

ing the smooth grey trunk.
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