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It is with sincere regret that I record the death of Mr. 
W. R. Dykes our foremost authority on the Iris. ^ As 
author of the splendid monograph “The Genus Iris” he 
was known to the botanical world and as author of the 
now unobtainable “Irises” and the recent publication ‘A 
Handbook of Garden Irises" he became a friend to every 
lover of the hardy garden. 

By correspondence, by his contributions to the maga¬ 
zines, and by personal contact with those who have been 
so fortunate as to have known him he has expressed in 
his success the value of meticulous care in observation 
allied with a pleasing method of presentation. Rarely 
indeed is one man able to present mere facts in such a 
way as to win friends beyond the normal field of his spe¬ 
cial interest. 

Since our organization in 1920 Mr. Dykes has been_ an 
Honorary and honoured member of this Society. To 
is due the recent formation of The Iris Society in Eng¬ 
land. Both as individuals and as members of a society 
we owe him much for his co-operation and aid. 

Chance alone brought something of his work and spin 
into this bulletin. That will not be again the case. His 
interest was not centered on the garden pogomns an , 
perhaps, we can best show our respect for the man an 
our appreciation of his work by our expression of an 
ever-increasing interest in the species and hybn s 
other irises. And, withal, our sense of loss is necessarily 
but small (irretrievable as it may seem) as compared i 
that experienced by the larger group to whom a man 
such varied interests has brought new knowledge based 
on new experiences. 

co-operation in the c 
enhanced consideration of the Iris family*: 

l whole. Though Mr. Dykes the man be beyond our ke 
ilr. W. R. Dykes, the noted student of irises, is fann * 
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Kindred Spirits Build 

IN every community kindred spirits 
build an appreciation for the better 

things in life. As members of the 
American Iris Society we are linked to 
others of like ideals and similar aims in 
the propagation of Irises; not alone be¬ 
cause of their beauty and hardiness, for 
there is, in the loveliness of good flowers, 
an appeal for a better community spirit. 

Q[ Surrounded as we are, each of us, by 
folks who like the things that we like, 
who strive to build into the community 
the things that we strive to build, gives 
an opportunity to us all, to widen the 
scope of our individual influence for 
better flowers. 

QThe American Iris Society wants to 
grow; it wants to build in every com¬ 
munity. Won’t you send us in the 
names of kindred spirits so that they may 
receive an invitation to join our Society? 

The American Iris Society 


