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only claim to outstanding quality was the faet that it was of en¬ 
tirely different form from other white Irises but a form that I 
.like least of the various forms which Irises assume, the long droop- 
ling falls, which seem to me to have the least poise and grace. 

While the plant in Mrs. Pattison’s garden seemed vigorous, 
healthy and well grown, it was not tall and had only four buds to 
the stalk all of which opened at nearly the same time so that it was 
gone while the rest of the Iris procession was in full motion. I do 

I not know what height it would make on a well established clump 
but judged from its general appearance that 3 ft. would be its 
probable normal well grown stature. However, this is a difficult 
matter to guess with any degree of accuracy on a newly set rhizome 
as Wambliska didn’t make more than two feet in Freeport while 
I had seen it four feet only a week previously on the Jacob Sass 
farm. 

Dr. Ayres also has a fine white seedling and both Hans and 
Jacob Sass have other white seedlings that would be given an 
honored place in any garden. 

Another of Chancellor Kirkland’s Irises that looks like one of 
the really great Irises that again bloomed in magnificent form in 
Mrs. Pattison’s garden was Morning Glory. It was planted close 
to Ministre Fernand David, the much mixed up No. 4196 of Cayeux 
and while not quite so dark bears considerable resemblance to the 
famous dark French production and is fully its equal in beautiful 
form and finish with better height and stalk. The minister is one 
of the very finest of dark Irises and was in beautiful form this 
year, even better than in its first blooming last year. 

Still another beauty from Dr. Kirkland was Summer Cloud, a 
much improved Lady Sackville type and a far better grower and 
also a much refined edition of one of its parents, Simone Vaissiere. 
ft is most fittingly named as the coloring is that of blue sky and 
fleecy clouds. 

Dr. Loomis’ new yellow, Chromylla, which last year in a single 
stem showed great promise as an outstanding yellow more than 
fulfilled that promise. It has the finest substance and smoothest 
texture combined with size, height and a well balanced, nicely 
branched stem of any yellow shown in this section. I thought it 
better than Helios and Dr. Everett also expressed a similar opinion, 
ft is a deeper color, pale lemon with a deep yellow beard and no 
markings or veinings and evenly colored. A block in full bloom 
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CLARA NOYES (H. P. Sass)—Perhaps the most strikingly 
colored of all the new Irises I saw this year and one that attracted 
attention wherever shown. It is a blend of red, orange and yellow 
tones, a highly intensified Midgard might convey an idea of it, 
blooms of good size on well though high branched 3 foot stems, 9 
blooms to a stalk and a long season. The Ridgway of its stand¬ 
ards Etruscan red; falls, yellow ground at haft deepening to the 
color of the standards at the tip of the falls, heavily veined Van 
Dyke red. Very brilliant and beautiful Iris that everybody wanted 
at sight. It will be a high light in the garden. 

COLOSSUS (H. P. Sass)—A likely candidate for such honors 
as attach to the world’s biggest Iris. As big or bigger than Nene 
and of about Germaine Perthuis coloring but on stems too short 
for such huge bulk, about 30 inches. An amazing Iris that should 
be of value in breeding to give size. 

DECENNIAL (Williamson)—A handsome and unusual vari- 
egata, distinguished by wide velvety red purple falls with a blaze 
of blue in the center, giving the bloom unusual character, large 
blooms and a real addition to the variegatas. I preferred it to 
Beau Sabreur but perhaps that was because I saw the Sass King 
Juba blooming near Beau Sabreur which made the latter look like 
a lesser edition of it. It was rather short as I saw it in Hans Sass’ 
garden but it was a'new plant. 

GIANT KING (H. P. Sass)-^A giant flowered Iris King in 
effect with a touch of red on the midribs of the standards, 34 inches 
tall. One of the largest variegatas yet attained, larger than many 
of the larger flowered types such as Ballerine, and about equal in 
size to Claude Aureau and a fine companion piece in the variegata 

JOYCETTE (Jacob Sass)—This is the red of Jacob’s cele¬ 
brated red, white and blue series the white and blue being Wam- 
bliska and Blackamoor. Joycette is a brilliant brown red not as 
large or as tall as the white and blue members of the triad but a 
fitting companion for them. I saw only a cut bloom of this in poor 
light m which it looked like a fine Iris, but the color did not appear 
as it would in clear daylight. 

extra fine, large tall variegata. 
line falls, branching just above 
: with nine buds to a stalk. A 
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of the really greats of the Iris world. In height, size, and branch¬ 
ing it presents beautiful balance while the rosy tones of the stand¬ 
ards make it a more brilliant Iris than Mrs. Valerie West. Mrs. 
Valerie West has one most desirable characteristic which is its 
great freedom of bloom, devoting its strength to producing bloom 
stalks at the expense of increase. It has proved one of the most 
reliable bloomers among modern Irises. Depute Nomblot seems to 
be a free bloomer also. 

PLUIE D’OR—This Iris in the dark rainy weather at Free¬ 
port during the show showed a luminous quality that made it most 
effective. It still has no peer among the bright yellows shown here¬ 
abouts. Coronation is closest in height and branching and Prairie 
Gold is a richer yellow but much shorter. 

INDIAN (H. P. Sass)—This Iris, although introduced some 
three seasons ago, still seems comparatively unknown. It is a 
striking lavender and yellow blend that approaches salmon tone. 
It has given some finely colored light blend seedlings. 

THURATUS (H. P. Sass)—A tall dark beauty introduced 
this year, close to a self, of blackish prune purple and fluorite 
purple. It might be a competitor for the black championship. 

MIDWEST PRIDE (H. P. Sass)—This is in effect a giant 
Archeveque and close to R. W. Wallace but a far better grower 
and bloomer. 

QUIVERA (Jacob Sass)—Another of the fascinating Sass 
blends which make bright spots in the garden, the prevailing color 
tones being buff and pink on a tall, well branched stalk. Flowers 
of medium size. 

SUNGOD (H. P. Sass)—A brilliant medium toned yellow 
which will be a welcome addition to this class, tall, and good sized, 
the falls slightly veined red purple. A clump of this lights up 
finely and was one of the showy ones in Hans Sass’ gardens. 

EUPHONY (H. P. Sass)—A very good one somewhat of the 
Ophelia type, the falls being of the same beautiful blend. The 
standards, however, are very different, being erect, fluted, mustard 
yellow toning into brown at the tips. It is taller and brighter 
than Ophelia. 

ODENVOGEL (Goes & Koenemann)—One of the newer 
German variegatas and a very good one that will displace the older 
Loreley. A large flower of luminous yellow, light lemon, standards 
and broad straight hanging falls of rich violet purple. A hand¬ 
some variegata of distinctive form for the class. 



SPRING MAID (Loomis)—This was one of a number of fine 
seedlings from Dr. Loomis, a tall, large pink delicately tinted 
bicolor suggestive of apple blossoms which doubtless suggested the 
name. It is to be introduced by Mrs. Pattison next year. It is the 
tallest of this type I have seen and a very fine Iris. Dr. Ayres’ 
Coralie, another delicately colored beauty, is somewhat similar but 
of a different tone. 

SACHEM (Loomis)—This handsome brown red velvety beauty 
was noted under number last year and is a striking bit of color of 
Bruno ancestry. It, too, is slated for introduction. A sister seed¬ 
ling with much more yellow in the standards was a brilliant Iris. 
Dr. Loomis in his mingling of the Dominion race with yellows and 
other strains has a fine line of seedlings. 

EREBIAN (Loomis)—This dusky Iris in dark red purple, a 
Sherbet x Dominion seedling, has plenty of competition among 
dark Irises this season but holds its own. as one of the good dark 
ones. This cross has proved an effective breeding factor, giving 
size and height and the strength of stem from the Dominion line 
that Sherbet lacks. 

DOUGLAS (Jacob Sass)—A blue violet giant of imposing 
stature. Standards lavender-violet; falls, petunia-violet with sac- 
eardo-violet at the end of the beard, 40 inehes. This was much 
admired in the Maple Road gardens this year and last. It was 
named for the county in which the Jacob Sass farm is located. 

OKOBOJI (Jacob Sass)—This is a maverick that strayed 
into the Jacob Sass seedling rows without a pedigree but a beauti¬ 
ful dark Iris in rich velvet. Standards deep livid purple; falls, 
velvety dark maroon-purple. It gives strangely colored red toned 
plicata seedlings, one of which, a weird Iris of singular spidery 
streaking and specking has unofficially been designated “Taran¬ 
tula.” It looks like a combination of a big spider and a bunch of 
bananas in coloring. 

red WING X KING TUT (Jacob Sass No. 30-40)—Selected 
as the finest of this series of seedlings and Mr. Sass solemnly de¬ 
clares that if it doesn’t rate at least 92 he wall deprive his cows of 
their annual fall treat and eat his old straw hat himself. It re¬ 
fused to open in time for me to see it but judging by others of the 
aeries its brilliancy is guaranteed and I’d hate to cheat the cows, 
ts official Ridgway diagnosis is standards, walnut brown, overlaid 

Pink; falls, dark velvety maroon, lightening to morocco red at the 
Margins. 
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years, but now the Irises rival them, not only in beauty, but in the 
interest of the visitors. Cacti, other spring flowers, rock gardens, 
with their pools in which were refleeted an almost tropical growth 
of ferns, and palms and many artistically arranged tables were 
other interesting exhibits. The United States Naval Training Sta¬ 
tion staged a “north garden” using a lily pond backed by masses 
of ferns, palms and trees. Flashes of color seemed to shoot out 
from the shadows of green, within which had been placed cinerarias, 
their deep, soft colors harmonizing with the cool green. The 
Marine Base entered the class for miniature gardens, exhibiting a 
rich green lawn in front of a white latticed fence covered with 
Cecil Bruner roses. At each side of the lawn single shrubs were 
placed, while a vivid display of flowers was arranged in a small 
garden. The Park Board received a special award for its display 
of roses, while the Natural History Museum received one for its 
showing of wild flowers. 

VARIETAL NOTES FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. II 

Chas. E. F. Gersdorff 

I was fortunate in seeing, this spring, Mr. Sheets’ extensive 
Iris garden. Never have I seen better grown plants than these, 
growing as they were in a quite sandy soil. I understand that 
the sub-soil is quite heavy. Height, branching and free growth 
and bloom are prevalent here. 

I saw bloom for the first time on Bosniamac (Willmott) though 
I have had it for years. Up to two years ago most of my stocks 
were planted in a field 20 minutes away from my home and because 
of my government work not easily visited so that many varieties 
bloomed in the past seasons unseen by me. It is rather an odd 
color, not particularly attractive but of large size and fine form 
of crinkly appearance. Its possible value lies in breeding for 
unusual blends in intermediates and adding its size and form to 
that class. I tried it both ways this spring with several varieties 
but without success. I have not given up hope. In effect it is a 
greyish white and putty color. 

Mildred Presby (Farr) is apparently a variety that is unaf¬ 
fected by adverse conditions. It bloomed as well in the 193° 
drought season and in 1931 as in other seasons of bountiful rain- 
tall. It is one of the most admired clumps in my Weed Patch. 



My Weed Pateh cannot properly be termed a garden in the 
sense of planting values. Its a conglomerate of all sorts of plants 
mixed regardless of the usual laws for planting these stocks. It 
is a garden however in its approach to an attempt to have some¬ 
thing in bloom most of the time. It is a Weed Patch in the sense 
that it is not always clean in appearance. Often as not the grass 
needs cutting or needs to be pulled from amongst the plants. Iris 
are growing amongst Roses with bulbous plants where they may 
be squeezed in, such as Tiger Lilies, omithogalum umbellatum, 
brodifea uniflora, oxalis bowei, scillas in variety, tulips, chionodoxa, 
violets, crocus, with here and there a shrub, and you will find beard¬ 
less Iris planted amongst the bearded types. There is also a bank 
given up to Iris, hemerocallis in variety, Iberis, vinca, nepeta, 
yucca, plumbago and some of our native violets. The oxalis and 
violets form a cooling ground cover. 

Tristram (Bliss) is an odd little thing. Out of curiosity I 
bred Homer C. on it this spring. Curiosity often leads me to 
breed amongst oddly different things, because I get lots of fun 
out of such attempts and perhaps something really worth while 
will eventuate. I would not recommend Tristram as a “must 
have. ” It can well be forgotten with such better things as Daphne, 
Gen. MacPherson, Rhein Nixe and MILDRED PRESBY available, 
aud as far as I am concerned it will be when my pod is harvested. 

One that made quite a hit with me this year was Distinctive 
(Distinction) (Cayeux). It has fine form, is large, of sufficient 
height and is free blooming. I particularly liked its color effect of 
a y^owish pinkish blend in the sunlight. I shall use it to carry 
on with any attempts for a real yellow pink variety. I do not 
Blind giving up this “secret” because there are others working 
along similar lines. 

1 would like to see a Jacqueline Guillot (Cayeux) with stronger 
stalks. Most always they bend with the weight of the numerous 
!arge and very finely formed blossoms. In spite of its tendency 
to throw weak stems, sometimes almost crawling on the ground, it 
shall find a place in my garden until a stronger one is found. 

One peculiar result of last year’s drought was the soft mush- 
room-like growth of the stalks of normally strongly upright sorts, 
"hlch followed the copious rainfall of this present season. Nearly 
afl Varieties needed staking. The drought also affected the quan- 
trty of bloom to a marked degree, some not blooming at all, others 
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Santa Barbara (Mohr) is a gem of the first water. A cool 
crisp bine with flaring falls and excellent size and substance. 

Steepway is in effect a coppery blend. I like its form with 
the open standards and straight hanging falls, forming almost a 
square in outline. Very free in bloom and blooming over a long 
period. 

For a real dark one on the brown black side Geo. J. Tribolet 
(Wmsn.) excites admiration of passersby and the expression often 
heard is wonder that there can be such a color in Iris. But then 
the new colors throughout the Weed Patch bring like exclamations 
from the rank and file not Iris-wise. 

Dusk (Morrison) is often likened to Ambassadeur. With me 
the former is brighter in effect, of entirely different form and 
growth. Dusk has widely and quite low branched stalks with 
more blooms than Ambassadeur, and is taller—there is room for 
both. 

I think I have about taken sufficient space for the nonce and 
will close with the observation that Homer C. in no way may be 
likened or compared to Opera. With me it is too much on the blue 
side, somewhere between Souv. de Mine. Gaudichau and Aurelle. 
°pera is much redder, yet lighter too. Homer C. (Morrison) is 
liked by me for its fine form and its nicely crinkled standards. 

WHAT PRICE A SEEDLING? 

J. Marion Shull 

In Bulletin 39 reporting from the various test gardens there 
r«ns an under current of complaint of the slowness with which the 
newer things make their appearance in the test gardens. I think 
ev«T one is agreed that the ideal test garden would be one in which 
every new arrival thought worthy of a name and a chance at per¬ 
petuation would immediately find a home, but let us consider for 
a moment how utterly unattainable this ideal happens to be. 

The Iris breeder, having spent years of earnest consideration 
of his problems, possibly, in the aggregate, years of painstaking 
mbor as well, ultimately arrives at something so outstanding that 
there is no question in his own mind as to its distinction and in- 
tausic worth. In all the world there is but this single stem of it. 
He may feel that the thrill of discovery is ample return for all his 



outlay in time and cash, and so it is so long as he feels that way. 
But the fact remains that it did cost something and just possibly 
a good deal. 

This first mature rhizome is now spent with bloom, and all he 
has is perhaps half a dozen small lateral eyes with which to face a 
world in which there lie in wait such dragons as root-rot, Del¬ 
phinium rot, drought, borers, cats and dogs, any one of which may 
challenge its right to exist. How much is it worth? 

I have allowed myself to think of such a plant as worth, at least 
potentially, a thousand dollars. Perfectly ridiculous I know, for 
the figure might almost as reasonably be ten thousand, or it may 
not be worth ten cents, but for the nonce, and in order that we may 
discuss it, let us put its value at one thousand dollars. 

Granting that the various dragons remain harmless, that no 
dogs trample nor cats make their latrine in the immediate neigh¬ 
borhood, he may have six lovely stems of bloom the second year— 
it may of course be more or less, according to the ancestral heritage 
—but again these six stems of bloom mean as many spent rhizomes 
and only the juvenile laterals remain to carry on. Say there are 
now thirty growing points many of them still quite small. Again, 
how much are they worth in the aggregate? How much for a 
single plant of the largest size, of which there may now be a dozen 
at most ? If a thousand dollars was the proper measure a year ago, 
then in the aggregate they must be worth something more than that 
this year, allowing at least for a fair rate of interest on the money 
and for the cost of a year’s care. Again for the nonce let us say 
that these twelve strongest plants, though not necessarily for sale, 
are worth fifty dollars each, with the smaller ones worth less and 
less, their value being difficult of determination and rather potential 
than actual. 

At this stage is about where the test garden would ideally come 
m—and when there was but one test garden to consider, a generous 
breeder might have been favorably disposed to make the sacrifice. 
But now there are more than a dozen gardens bidding for his con¬ 
tribution and he can not possibly afford it unless he is content to 
see his entire output reach the public by way of the test gardens 
and forego any financial reimbursement whatever. 

If no such dispersal of plants has taken place and if ordinary 
methods of multiplication have been resorted to in the meantime, 
and it the growing conditions have been favorable, the breeder may 
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turn to the ‘‘Desert Country” they will have my attention. 

Trials at Wisley, Fred J. Cfo 





tion rating when the thing we are after principally is a lovely j 
garden effect. It is true that we are all prone to human frailty, 
in that it is pleasing to win a blue ribbon or its larger financial 
equivalent—but I for one am not going to strip my garden of its 1 
beauties for the doubtful advantage of being listed amongst the 
prize winners. It is not sour grapes either—I’ve been so listed i 
for several years! For this reason I see also that the more spec- j 
tacular the container the greater the recognition of the contents— I 
regardless of quality, etc. 

... I do know that too much lime is harmful. I have fertilized j 
with sulphur to advantage with such varieties as Mile. Schwartz, I 
Mme. Durand and Carmelo, but Isoline grows here like a weed, I 
with only careful attention as to moisture, etc. All require this. I 
I am enclosing a few views that you may know me to be a bona-fide I 
gardener, if only an amateur. 

Just in front of my window is a splendid clump of Souvenir I 
de Loetitia Michaud. Mrs. Marion Cran was a distinct disappoint- 1 
ment. It may be that our hot sun fades the color. (It should be I 
in light shade). 

My greatest interest and curiosity now centers in some second I 
blooming seedlings of Caterina and an exquisite blend of Miss I 
Sturtevant’s. Last year I had a first bloom of a Caterina seedling I 
that was only a trifle smaller than Santa Barbara, a blue self of I 
same tone with horizontal falls. Interesting yes, but alas what may j 
it be this year? It is an interesting game—what with hand pol- I 
lenating Irises and budding Roses—my play years now are all too I 
^ew—four to go, and I will have reached my three score and ten; j 
I’m crowding in all that is possible too! 

. . . Today I have used Morning Splendor, Le Correge, Jubilee, I 
Glowing Embers, Sherbert, Senorita, Queen Caterina, Dream, j 
Vesper Gold, Souv. de Mme. Gaudichau, Princess Beatrice, Har- j 
mony and several highly rated yellows. If Frieda Mohr doesn’t 
turn out pinker than specimen I saw yesterday then it is highly over- I 
rated as to color. ... It seems to me that we are getting away j 
from many old ideas concerning Irises as well as Roses. . • • ] 

It is a relief to be able to rest, tho’ only in kind—since the only I 
reason I am not pulling weeds and Larkspur is a cold, which de- j 
mands that all people must stay off the wet ground. I 

You would, I assume, use the term Intermediate to apply t0 1 
height, rather than time of blooming. It might be just as well 
perhaps—for the blooming season of the three get wonderfully j 
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To You! 

Since you are a member of The American Iris Society, 

it need not be pointed out that you are a rather 

special sort of gardener, a person with more than 

average vision and imagination. As such a gardener 

of course you look for special things in all garden 

fields. Have you discovered the NATIONAL HORT¬ 

ICULTURAL MAGAZINE, published quarterly by 

The American Horticultural Society? 

It is the special garden quarterly in America, written 

for persons like yourself, not for the dull who need a 

program, not for the horticulturally blind and lame 

who need second-hand sight and verbal crutches, but 

for the intelligent who like to read, who like to study, 

who prefer a new word or two regularly, who have 

courage not to follow fashion too blindly, who believe 

in gardening as much for the delights of mind and 

spirit as for the cultural blue ribbons of the shows. 

Try sending three dollars to Mr. D. Victor Lumsden, 

Secretary, 1629 Columbia Road, Washington, D. C. 

It will bring you iris notes and much else. 
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